



































THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

ROUTE SLIP

(To Remain With Correspondence)

10_  Harold Reis PROMPT HANDLING IS ESSENTIAL.
 WHEN DRAFT REPLY IS REQUESTED

Exec, Asst. to the AG THE BASIC CORRESPONDENCE MUST

BE RETURNED. IF ANY DELAY IN

Dept, of Justice SUBMISSION OF DRAFT REPLY IS

ENCOUNTERED, PLEASE TELEPHONE
OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL COUNSEL.

Date May 18, 1964

FROM THE SPECIAL COUNSEL

ACTION: Comment

Draft reply __ ¥%* It is very important that we get this ltr
back quickly. X there is any delay
For direct reply __would you please notify us.
For your information
For necessary action
For appropriate handling
See below
Remarks:

Ltr dated 5/4/64 to the President from C,J. Harris, 167 West Greenwood
Avenue, Lansdowng, Pa. g

GPO

16—T76002-1

By direction of the President:

Lee C. ' hite
Associate Special Counsel
to the President
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By direction of the President:
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Associate Special Counsel
to the President
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27 April 1964

President Lyndon B. Johnson
White House '
Washington 25, D. C,

Dear Mr. President:

As parents and relatives of young Americans who plan to participate by
nonviolent and constructive means in the civil rights effort in the Southern.
United States this summer, we are very deeply concerned about the safety
and welfare of these individuals whom we hold dear. We, therefore, turn
to you for advice and immediate assistance. The events in the South during
the last several years have served only to amplify our fears that injury and
abuse may befall our loved ones as a result of repressive measures that
will be adopted by the local authorities in the South. We are aware that
these local authorities, particularly in Mississippi, have increased their _
capacity to suppress the efforts of the Negro population to attain their rights
as well as the efforts of those, such as our loved ones, who choose to support
their fellow Americans. This preparation for continued repression and
suppression is evidenced by the acquisition of large quantities of highly
effective armament by local Southern police authorities. These weapons
include tanks, guns, and troop carriers.

Therefore, our prime reason in petitioning you as a group is because
of our individual and combined fear of the harm which may be incurred by
our loved ones due to the foregoing situation. A situation of which you are
fully aware. We therefore petition you as head of the executive branch of
our government to act as an immediate and effective interface or buffer to
prevent violence and harm. It must be remembered that while the constructive
work which our loved ones will be doing causes us great apprehension, it is
work in keeping with the teachings and doctrines of democracy which have been
expounded continually to them since their youth. Your recent suggestion of
Peace Corp type of activity on a national level further supports these teachings.

It is therefore your solemn responsibility to see that they are neither
deceived in their belief in American democracy nor that their lives are
needlessly put into jeopardy while attempting to put these democratic concepts
into practice within the confines of the United States. Because of our anxiety
in this matter, we desire an immediate reply and further we request an early
opportunity (prior to June 1, 1964) to speak with you personally.

cc: Mr, Lee C. White Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson c/o Mrs.
Assoc. Special Counsel to President Richard Bolling

Senator Joseph Clark Senator.Hugh Scott
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We the undersigned do fully endorse the attached petition addressed to
President Lyndon B. Johnson
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June 2

Mr, White

When you have done
whatever you are going
to do with this, send

it thru Mr. Moyers as
he talked to one of these
men today.

leb
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C ouncil
O f
F ederated

O rganizations
May 25, 1964

1017 Lynch Street

(601) 352-9605

Jackson, Mississippi 39203

President Lyndon B, Johnson
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Aaron Henry
President Dear President Johnson:
Robert M.
p,.,,...;:m, We are writing on behalf of the Mississippi Council of
Desid Dennis Federated Organizations, composed of the staff members
Assistant Program Director of the National Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People, the Congress of Racial Equality, the South-
RS i e ern Christian Ieadership Conference, the Student Nonvio-
Frank Smith, 1st lent Coordinating Committee working in Mississippi and
Columbus * R -
local Mississippians.
James Jones, 2nd
Greenwood
Seins Warcke: Svil The Council has planned a summer project involving 1,000
Vickeburg college-age wvolunteers from across the country who will
Matteo Suares 4th encourage legroes to register to vote, teach in Freedom
e Schools, and man community centers.
Lawrence Guyot, 5th
Hattiesburg

State Office Coordinator
Charles Cobb, Jackson

Welfare and Relief Commitiee
Vera Clarkdale
Annelle Ponder, Greenwood

Political Program Committes
Lawrence & Guyot, Hattiesburg

Finance Committee
Rev. R. L. T. Smith, Jackson

Federal Programs Committee
Jesse Morris, Jackson

During the past three years, civil rights workers and
local citizens in Mississippi have faced violence and
brutality when they have tried to exercise their con-
stitutional rights.

A Mississippi delegation from the Council of Federated
Organizations and representatives from the national civil
rights organizations composing the Council, and a2 dele-
gation from the National Council of Churches would like
to meet with you to discuss preparations for the summer.

We realize, of course, that your schedule might not per=-
mit such a meeting in the near future, but we are con-
cerned that we meet with you before the summer program
" begins. Might we suggest June 18 or 19 as a date? _»
e P

Sincerely,

Y i) |

C:Za ..c,.p-‘,)'(;'M% I/'_ 1 f}{f 'I!LL L{{j}j / |

Aaron Henry Robert Moses
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June 20, 1964

Dear Mr. Harris:

Your letter to the President and the copy which was sent to
Mrs. Johnson discussing the forthcoming program of voter
registration in Mississippi to be undertaken by a group of
college students was referred to the Justice Department.
when it was received. The information that has been re-
ceived from the Department indicates that its representa~
tives have been in close and continuing touch with the
Council of Federated Organizations which is the sponsoring
group. In addition I have talked to Mr, Aaron Heary, the
President of the Council.

The President has asked the Justice Department to keep
fully informed on every aspect of the program and to ad-
vise him of all significant developments as the program

unfolds in the coming weeks.

The President's schedule has been so difficult in the past
few weeks that a meeting of the type you have requested

was simply not possible to arrange. However, as indicated,
the Federal Government is fully informed about the program
and will continue its close liaison with those who are con~
ducting it.

Sincerely,

Lee C. White
Associate Special Counsel
to the President

My, Clarence J. Harris
167 West Greenwood Avenue
Landdowne, Pennsylvania
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AIR MAIL
SPECIAL DELIVERY  June 18, 1964

Dear Mr. Heary:

Ag I indicated to you in our telephone conversation yesterday,
the President's schedule at this particular time is unusually
heavy. Accordingly, it is most unlikely there will be any op-~
portunity for the President to meet with you or the other repre-
sentatives of the Council of Federated Organizations before your
program begins the latter part of this month.

The President, of course, has given the full support of his of~
fice to encouraging the broadest possible participation in voting
by all Americans. Moreover, as you know, the Civil Rights
Bill, which has been so vigorously supported by the President,
has one of its principal titles devoted to obtaining equal treat-
ment for all prospective registrants. The Administrations of
Fresidents Keanedy and Johnson have been most energetic in
bringing judicial actions under existing law to achieve equal op-
poriunity for registration without regard to race, color or any
other improper standards.

I understand that the Justice Department, through the Assistant
Attorney General in charge of the Civil Rights Division, Burke
Mavrshall, has been in close contact with your organization and
will certainly keep us advised of events as they unfold during the
coming weeks.

if there is any specific or detailed information that you believe
should come to the attention of the Presideat, please feel free
to write directly to him at any time or to me.

Sincerely,

Lee C, White
Asgsociate Special Counsel
to the President

My, Aaron Henry

President

Council of Federated Organizations
1017 Lynch Street

Jackson, Mississippi
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June 23, 1964

MEMORANDUM TO THE FILES

Subject: Disappearance of Three Participants in Mississippi
Project

Yesterday morning at about 11:30 James Farmer of CORE called to
advise that three of '"their people' had been missing since Sunday
morning at 9:00 a. m. The three were Mike Schwerner, Andrew
Goodman and James Chayney, the last a Negro. They had departed
from Meridian for Philadelphia, Mississippi, 37 miles away.
Apparently there were conflicting reports as to whether the three
had been arrested for speeding on Sunday evening. One.report had
it that they had been arrested and released at 10:30 p. m. Sunday
night. In any event, they were reasonable and well trained individuals
who would have been in contact with their Meridian office by tele-
phone.

Farmer had talked to John Doar at the Justice Department and had
been assured that the FBI would do everything possible to find the
young men. Mr. Farmer called here for purposes of notification
and to urge our assistance in any way possible. I advised him that
I would be in touch with Justice to be sure that everything possible
was being done. I then called Burke Marshall who informed me that
they were well aware of what was going on and that the FBI was
cooperating fully,

Farmer called again late in the afternoon to say tldt his information
was that there appeared to be no activity on the highway between
Meridian and Philadelphia. He did, however, suggest that there
was a Naval Air Station within seven miles of Meridian that might
have equipment that could be used in a search. I relayed this to
Burke Marshall who got in touch with the Navy and the equipment
was made available to the FBI. The last information that I had at



8:00 last night was that a full scale search was on.

At 12:00 last night Congressman Ryan tried to call the President
and finally got in touch with me. He wanted to be sure that this
matter had been brought to our attention and to indicate that word
had reached him that the FBI and Federal government generally
were not particularly aggressive in their efforts to find the three
boys. I assured him that my information was to the contrary, that

we were as anxious to find them as he believed he was and told him =

that any specific suggestions and recommendations that he had
would be most welcome.

Lee C. White
Apsociate Special Counsel
to the President



June 20, 1964

Dear Mr. Harris:

Your letter to the President and the copy which was sent to
Mrs. Johuson discussing the forthcoming program of voter
registration in Mississippi to be undertaken by a group of
college students was referred to the Justice Department,
when it was received. The information that has been re-
ceived from the Department indicates that its representa-
tives have been in close and continuing touch with the
Council of Federated Organizations which is the sponsoring
group., In addition I have talked to Mr, Aaron Heanry, the
President of the Council.

The President has asked the Justice Department to keep
fully informed on every aspect of the program and to ad-
vise him of all significant developments as the program

unfolds in the coming weeks.

The President's schedule has been so difficult in the past
few weeks that a meeting of the type you have requested

was simply not possible to arrange. However, as indicated,
the Federal Government is fully informed about the program
and will continue its close liaison with those who are con-
ducting it.

Sincerely,

Lee C. White
Associate Special Counsel
to the President

My, Clarence J. Harris
167 West Greenwood Avenue
Landfowne, Pennsylvania
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