
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Mr. White: 

Louis Martin called to say that a 
committee of 8 hasbeen chosen to 
call the Attorney General or his 
designee at Justice Department in 
connection with the three mis sing 
people in Misso 

A Resolution was passed approx. 
2: 30: 

"orderly demonstrations for Wed. 
morning, June 24, to be conducted 
around the Justice Department and/ 
or the White House at the committees 
discretion so that the people of the 
U.S. and the Attorney General will 
know of our determination that he 
use the full arm of his department 
to investigate this cruel incident". 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Arnold Grunther from Brooklyn, N. Y. 

called June 26, 1964 to speak with the 

President about marshalls going to Miss. 

and about the three lost boys - he spoke 

with Helen Colle and made a point of 
I 

getting her name, etc. 



T H E WHITE HOUSE 

W AS HI NGTON 

7/21/64 

TO: Lee White 

FROM: Jack Valent 

Proceed 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 2 lJ 1964 

TO: Jack Valenti 

FROM: Lee C. White 

Burke Marshall is in Atlanta, but Nick Katzenbach and I 
have discussed Farmer's request for Mrs. Chaney and 
him to meet with the President. We both agree that it 
would be impossible to refuse an opportunity for Mrs. 
Chaney to meet with the President. HoweverJ Farmer 
has requested that Mr. McKissick of CORE join them, 
and it seems clear that he would want to use the oppor­
tunity to talk about problems other than the three missing 
boys, e. g. , Harlem. 

Farmer is quite responsible and would respond well to sug­
gestions as to what the press should be told following any 
meeting. Nick and I agreed that we should make an effort 
to limit the meeting to Mrs . .. Chaney and Farmer, but if 
that were impossible, the meeting should be held in any 
event. 

I will be glad to call Farmer 1s assistant and attempt to 
arrange this if the President wishes me to do so. 

tht~t4'. 

~ VVt+-k, .. , 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

July 20, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

LEE WHITE 

Talk to Burke Marshall - - see if he thinks it is 

okay. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

July 17, 19 64 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

Mr. Jack Valenti 

The assistant to James Farmer of CORE called to request an 
appointment with .the President for Mr. Farmer, Mrs. Chaney 
(mother of the missi_ng Negro boy in Mississippi) and Mr. Floyd 
McKissick of the CORE organization. 

About 10 days or two weeks ago when Mr. Farmer asked whether 
the President would see Mrs. Chaney if she were to come to 
Washington, I checked with' the President who advised that he 
certainly did not want to encourage Mrs. Chaney or any other 
parents to come to Washington, but I could advise Farmer that 
if she were in· town, we would make every possible effort to 
arrange a meeting even though it might be brief. I passed this 
word on to Farmer, and we )VOuld have perhaps been able to do 
it on Monday, July 6, except for the fact that the President 
remained in Texas on that day. 

In any event, I assume I have to respond to the specific request 
from CORE headquarters. The preferred time is early next 
week. 

~hite 

, . ' 

Hki . ._ h i . ;: .. .~ ~•J\Hh~g, h 1oaL . ~ .. .. -. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

ROUTE SLIP 
(To Remain With Correspondence) 

PROMPT HANDLING IS ESSENTIAL. 
WHEN DRAFT REPLY IS REQUESTED 
THE BASIC CORRESPONDENCE MUST 
BE RETURNED. IF ANY DELAY IN 
SUBMISSION OF DRAFT REPLY IS 
ENCOUNTERED, PLEASE ·TELEPHONE 
OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL COUNSEL. 

Date M f 181 l.964 

FROM THE SPECIAL COUNSEL 

ACTION: Comment _________ 

Draft reply 

For your information-------

For necessary action _______ 

For appropriate handling ______ 

See below __________ 

Remarks: 

Lu aaDilCI S/•./'64 to the , 'II 1'1a' tenafro c.1. Han . , ) 7 
dOWQJ. p • 

GPO 16-76992-1 

By direction of the President: 

!At C4. · bite 
A. octal• Special · .O'IUlf l 

tbe Preei •1't 

. '· ~ "' .- ' ·,-' •, .· 
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THE WHITE HOUSE· OFFICE 
. ,, . 

.... 
. ROUTE SLIP

~. ..... 
-·,):'{ - (To Remain With Correspondence) 
"! ~ ~' . . : ) 

,.. 
PROMPT HANDLING IS ESSENTIAL. 
WHEN DRAFT REPLY IS REQUESTED 
THE BASIC CORRESPONDENCE MUST 
BE RETURNED. IF ANY DELAY IN 
SUBMISSION OF DRAFT REPLY IS 
ENCOUNTERED, PLEASE TELEPHONE 
OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL COUNSEL. 

FROM THE SPECIAL COUNSEL 

ACTION: Comment ___________.;. 

• t• tld 1*r
.• ,, •1 

For your information--~-----

For necessary action--------

For appropriate handling _______ 

See below ____________ 
'·.k -
.... ~J ... > 

Remarks: 

a,' ·- ood ,._ 

Ji . 
GPO 16-76992-1 

By direction of the President: 

·..• 



·"' ... 

Tell Justice it is very 
important that we get 
this back quickly. 
If there is to be a 
delay, they should 
return the letter. 
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27 April 1964 

President Lyndon B·. Johnson 
White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

As parents and relatives of young Americans who plan to participate by 
nonviolent and constructive means in the civil rights effort in the Southern -
United States this summer, we are very deeply concerned about the safety 
and welfare of these individuals whom we hold dear. We , therefore, turn 
to you for advice and immediate assistance . The events in the South during 
the last several years have served only to amplify our fears that injury and 
abuse may befall our loved ones as a result of repressive measures that 
will be adopted by the local authorities in the South. We are aware that 
these local authorities, particular\y in Mississippi, have increased their 
capacity to suppress the efforts of the Negro population to attain their rig ts 
as well as the efforts of those, such as our loved on~s, who choose to support 
their fellow Americans. This preparation for continued repression and 
suppression is evidenced by the acquisition of large quantities of highly 
effective armament by local Southern police authorities. These weapons 
include tanks, guns, and troop carriers. 

Therefore, our prime reason in petitioning you as a group is because 
of our individual and combined fear of the harm which may be incur.red by 
our loved ones due to the foregoing situation. A situation of which you are 
fully aware. We therefore petition you as head of the executive branch of 
our government to act as an immediate and effective interface or buffer to 
prevent violence and harm. It must be remembered that while the constt uctive 
work which our loved ones will be doing causes us great apprehension,. it is 
work in keeping with the teachings and doctrines of democracy which have been 
expounded continually to them since their youth. Your recent suggestion of 
Peace Corp type of activity on a national level further supports these teachings . 

It is therefore your solemn responsibility to see that they are neither 
deceived in their belief in American democracy nor that their lives are 
needlessly put into jeopardy while attempting to put these democratic concepts. 
into practice within the confines of the United States. Bec~use of our anxiety 
in this matter, we desire an immediate reply and furthrrwe request an early 
opportunity (prior to June l, 1964) to speak with you per s,onally. 

cc: Mr. Lee C. White Mrs. Lyndon B . Johnson c/o Mrs. 
Assoc. Special Counsel to President Richard Bolling 

Senator Joseph Clark Senator Hugh Scott 



c -
•; , . r 

~ "We.. the undersigned do fully endorse the attached petition addressed to 
Pre_sident Lyndon B . Johnson --
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 10, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

MR. LEE C. WHITE 

I think Noel Day's letter 
makes it clear what action is expected 
of us. 

Clifford L. Alexander, Jr. 



Student Nonuiolent 
Coordinating Committee 

6 Raymond Street, N.W. 
Atlanta 14, Georgia 

3 'l1- 1 4 <./s 
3418 11th Street, N. w• 

. Washington 10. D. c. 
Jane 9, 1964 

Mr. Clifford Alexander 
Executive Offices 
White House 
Washi~gton, D. c. 
Dear Cliff, 

It was good talking with you this morning. As I told you, a 
number of prominent Boston area citizens asked Dr. Robert Coles, Dr. 
Howard Zinn, and myself to deliver to President Johnson a letter 
expressing concern about the Mississippi situation am urging the use 
of Presidential powers to guarantee the safety of the students par­
·ticipating in the "Mississippi Freedom SW111ler" project. 

A.copy of the letter ls enclosed. We have mailed the original 
directly to the President with a carbon copy sent to Attorney General 
Kennedy. 

·1t is our feeling that a state of emergency exists in Mississ-
·ippl already and that this will be ~eightened as the swmter proceeds. 
In the past, as you are well aware, federal intervention bas come 
only after a direct challenge to the implementation of court orders 
and in the presence of the threat of for~e and violence. We believe 
that it is both possible and politically desirable for the Adminis­
tration to take preventive or deterrent action in this instance. 
That 1s·, it is our belief, based on information we have gathered both 
in the field and 'from testimony offered at inf0J1Bl hearings like the 
one here in D. c. yesterday, that unless preventive action is taken 
now it will be necessary to undertake more militant forms of federal 
intervention later in the smnmer. Our concern is both for the damage 
to the administration's image in this eventuality,coming as it will 
closer to the Convention or the general ele~tion, and for the lives 
and welfare of those whose death or disfigurement would make inter­
vention inevitable. , 

We are suggesting, that in the absence of workable guarantees 
from Governor Johnson of lia1is1ippi, that President Johnson assign 
a substantial force of federal marshalls to Missl1sippi with specific 
instructions to enforce tbe constitutional rights of the clvll rights 



2 

workers and the people of Mississippi, and empowered not only to in­
vestigate constitutional violations but also to arrest civilians 
and local law enforcement agents involved in or aiding and supporting 
such violations. The President has both precedents and adequate authori­
zation for this, and the. use of marshall's in oivilian dress, might 
be expected to express federal determination, encourage those who are 
becoming increasingly alienated by the current ineffectiveness of 
the federal government in Mississippi (a rather widespread feeling 
according to the testimony of native Mississippians and sharecroppers 
we heard yesterdaf ), ~nd prevent tbe more flagrant constitutional 
abuses and distortions with more effectlYene11 and less irritation 
tban the presence of unifol'lled federal f orce1 or even aatlonallzed 
aaits of tbe local National Guard. 

We 1110uld appreciate any iaflueace 1oa •ight bring to bear la 
empbaaisiag tbe critical nature of this situation. 

Best regards to 7oar f111ll1. 
I::;:•, 

Noel D 1 

ND:• 



Mr. President: 

You are undoubtedly aware that this summer almost 1000 

Americans will travel to Mississippi Wlder the auspices of the 

Council of Federated Organizations in that state. The purpose ot 

their trip will be to carry on educational activities~ community 

center programs, and voter registration work, in order to insure 

equal opportunity for all. Among these volunteer workers will be 

45 students from Harvard, Brandeis, Radcliffe, and Boston University, 

whose names are appended to this appeal. 

As you know, the record of the past several years indicates 

that the liberties, and the lives, of these people Will be in 

jeopardy this summer. That record is full or intimidations, 

arrests, beatings, shootings, and even murder, inflicted upon Negro 

and white citizens. It is clear beyond doubt that they cannot 

depend upon the State of Mississippi for protection. 

The Constitution of the United States vests responsibility in 

you, Mr. President, to enforce the laws of the nation. For this 

purpose you have both inherent and statutory powers. We urge you, 

in the name of that humanity which the nation espouses, and that 

equality of rights to which you have pledged support, to use the 

plenitude of your Presidential authority to take preventive and 

corrective measures to protect the lives and the constitutional 

liberties of all persons within the State of Mississippi. We ask 

. that you station in Mississippi, in advance of trouble, federal 

marshals sufficient to .deter, prevent, or immediately suppress 

actions which would deprive Americans of their constitutional rights. 

The eyes of the nation, end of the world, will be on Mississippi 

this summer. Let them see right and justice prevail in that state 

through the authority and dignity of the Chief Executive of our 

nation. 
Affiliations of the signers of this appeal are 
for the purpose of personal identification only. 



Th i e 1etter h~e be an endorse d b7 the ~ollouingJ 

Pro£. Al.bort o. Beiee1, Boeton Univeroi~y Law Sohoo1 

Edmund c. Derke1•~• Edi~or Computer• 6 Automa~ion 

Rt. ltev. John M. BurB•a•• Suf'f'raenn Bishop Bpieoopal Diooe.. 
o~ Maeeachuee~~· 

Dr. Rooa Cannon, ReTeren4 

Dr. Robert Colea 1 Hm.-f'nrd Un1Yereit7 
Pro~. Fau1 Deata, Jr. Boaton Univareit7 

Pro-t. Rober't F. Drinrm, S.J., Dean Boeton lloll•ge Lav School 

Pro~• ~· an ford J • Pox, Boeton Co1lege Law 8ohoo1 

Rabbi Ro1and De Gitte1aohn 
Mr. I: Mrs. John Chipman Grq 

Rabbi A1b&J rt I. Gordon 

Prof. Oaaer Handlin, Winthrop Prof'. o~ Hietory, Harvard UniT• 
Prof. Mark DeWo1~e Bove, HB.rYard UniYerait~ Law Sohoo1 
Mary' Howe 

Prof'. Richnrd G. Buber. Boaton Coll.ep Law Sohoo1 

Kivi• Kapl.en 

Prof. William J. l'.eneal.71 s.J., Boston College Law Sohool. 

Prof. J,,eA.n.Brd w. LGT7t ~an o~ l'aou1ty, Brand.•~• Uni•• 
Dr. Barnard Lown 

Mrs. Herbert Marouoe 

Prof. Dern.a.rd McCabe, Tufte Univerait7 

Prof'. John D. O'Reil.13 Jr., :Boa._on College Lav Sohoo1 

Mrs. John B. Pain•• Jr. 
Rabbi G&~uol Perlman.• Kille1 Houee, Boa1:on U11J:w-erei't7 

Katherine D. Por1man 

Prof. Douglas Royno1de, Tu~~. Univerai~7 

Mrs. David Rieeman 

Mr. & Mr s . Edward 1t7eraon 

Arthur M. Sch1eainger, Prof. F..meritus HarYard University 

Rabbi Gt oven P'. Sohwareohi1d., Chairman Social. Action Comm. 
N. ~ . lleaion, Uni1:e4 Synagoaue 

Dr. Bradbury Seaabo1ee, ~ufta Univeroit7 

Pro~. Richard s. SulliTan, Doston Co11ege Lav Sohoo1 

Rev. Francis w. 3weene7, S.J. Beaton. Col.lege 

Rove Richard L. Twome7, s.J. Bos ton Co11ege 
Prof. HArold Weisbera, Doan of the Graduftte Sohoo1, Br~..ndoio Univ. 

Prof. Vic-t o _.~ Wei.a~, M661h lW>iiit~J.°''4'.e uZ !AOue 

P,--u~.Jooe ph P. Wi~heropoon, Jr. Univ. o~ Texaa Lav Sohoo1 

Rabbi Leonard Zion, Aaeoo. Dean ~at:' Stu4en4' Allaire, Drandeie Univ. 

I>ro'l. Howard Zinn, Boston Univeral ty 

Af:tilio.tions S~ tho eimiero o~ 'thia atn>eal. are ~or 'th• 'D\lr'DO&e o~ 

https://O'Reil.13
https://Dern.a.rd
https://l'.eneal.71
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ST~EMTS TRAVELING TO MISSISSIPPI "'ROM NEW ENGLAND 
CuL~E~~f. -- 3PMM~R 1Q6~ 

H!:t.rvA.rd and Radeliff'e 

~·unmings, P'" +,-~ :­
Dolgoif", Robert 
Ganz, ~ r.irehe.11 
Gerber, David 
3oldstein, 'R~rr;,r 
Holdea, Bill · 
K(.-,lley, Pc.rriah 
KindPrmann, ~ibba 

LeTi:1e , Mad€ line 
Levine, Stephen 
Levy, Betty 
O'Brien, To~.. 
Ohle, Jamee 
Moree.nthau, Thomae 
Strickl~nd, John 
TC'da, Yaeushi 
Vngcl, LiAe 
Whitman, G~enville 
Harp~r, Philip 
Tuehnet, M!u-k 
Orris, Peter 

. Wiley, James 
Thomae, Morton 
Cowan, Jeff 
FrBnk, Barney 
Livingstone, David 
Hymer·,, -Robert 
VooY-e ,. .Philip 
Arch:i.bn.ld. La-rry · 
llri~~t, R-,h crt 
'?' ~; 1.1 l').n, 'Pr·a.nk 
Ohnr-chi 11, Micru..ei 
Lake, E1len · · 
RyerAon~ Sue 
A:iatniek, ·xathie 
Ellis, Evelyn 
Fa1k, Gail 
Leo~a.rd, Maril.711 
Mendelsohn, Jane~ 
Schleeinger, s. 

!3~ · E :~ tc- ~1 t:n~.'\ · -s: ty 

Kravf-t z, Ja.,,et 
SchumAn,.., !\ettina 
fltut~ick, krbara 

1Hurst, Chrietina: 
1 

· 

Bra.nrleia 

Jof!e, CarolEt 
Gt:!lfand, David 
Ze~lner, Bob 
Dav!ee, Jon 

Smith Col1ege 

ClA.rk, Ann 
Black, .Edith 
Zuck.;rman, Leda 

Univer•itz o~ Maeeachueette 

Myere, Virginia 
Tompki·ne, Nata1ie · 
Eiaenberg, E1liot 

Amhere't 

Williame, Christopher 
Nora11, Peter 

Mt. H-.lyoke 

-t;reH~-lcb , il'.4tr~~ -; 

Clnrk 

Trimble, Dttvid 
Ashe, Marie 
Chaiklin, Henry 

Babson Inetit»t• 

Schaei'er, Peter 

Pembroke 

Dobbie, Margaret 
Gladetone, Suean 

University nf 8hode I!l.!!4 

Allen, John 

https://Leo~a.rd
https://Arch:i.bn.ld
https://r.irehe.11
https://H!:t.rvA.rd
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Mr. White 

When you have done 
whatever you are going 
to do with this , send 
it thru Mr. Moyers as 
he talked to one of these 
men today. 

I. 

leb 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 1, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

Lee White 

For your handling o 

Ken 0 1 Donnel~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

May 13, 1964 

To: Lee White 

From: Ken O'Donnell 
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Council 
Of 
Fiederated 
0 rganizations 

May 25, 1964 

..·· · President Lyndon B. Johnson 

1017 Lync.h Street 

(601) 352-9605 

Jackson, MiHiHippi 39203 

..4ar011 He11ry 
Prnide111 

Robert Jloan 
Pro1r•• Director 

Da•id Dera11u 
A••ulant Prop•• Director 

CHtrtHltHI District C11rtllHt1n 

Fraralc Sula, l•• 
Colu•bu 

/aae• Jo11ea, 2nd 
c~.....,.., 
.Jaae Harrie, 8rd 
J'iclca6ur1· 
Jfaneo Suares 4'1a 
Jferidiaa 

£awre11ee Guyot, Sala 
H.W.ellur1 

St1t1 Office C11rtllHltr 
Claarla Cobb, Jaclcao11 

Wtff1re 11tl lthtf <•••11111 
J'era Pifee, Clarlcdale 
.411aelle Po11der, Gree11wood 

Ptlltlctl. ,,.,,.. Ct••lllH 
£..reJICfl G Guyot, Bauinhur~ 

FIHICI Ct••l"H 
Rn. R. L. T. Sula, Jeelcaon 

fttltrtl frttrt•I (t••lllH 
Jaae Jforru, Jachon 

: : The White House 
· Washington, D. C • 

Dear President Johnson: 

We are writing on behalf of the Mississippi Chuncil of 
Federated Organizations, composed of the staff members 
of the National Association for the Advancement of Chl­
ored People, the Congress of Racial Fquali ty, the South­
ern Christian Leadership Conference, the Student NonVio­
lent Chordinat:i.ng Committee -v;iorki.ng in Mississippi a:nd 
local :MississipPians. 

'!he Omncil has planned a summer project involving 1,000 
college-age volunteers from across the country who will 
encourage Negroes to register to vote, teach :in Freedom 
Schools, and man comrrmnity centers. 

During the past three years, civil rights workers and 
local citizens in }li.~sissippi have faced violence and 
brutality "When they have tried to exercise their con­
stifutional rights. 

I 
A Mississippi delegation from the Council of Federated 
Organizations and representatives from the national civil 
rights organizations composing the Council, and a dele­
gation from the National Council of Churches wotjld like 
to meet with you to discuss preparations for the S1.UI1Jller. 

I/ 

We realize, of course, that your schedule might not per­
mit such a meeting in the near fumre, but we are con­
cerned that we meet with you before the swnmer program 
l:egins. Might we suggest June 18 or 19 as a date? ~ 

Sincerely, 

~)11 (Vt~
Rol:ert Moses 

https://v;iorki.ng
https://Chordinat:i.ng
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Yeu i..... to 1M PH•H•M_. "9 _,,,_.....wu .... to..... ,................,..................,..........................................,....................................,.......~ 
..................... '11- ........... tlla& .......... 
...... .... .... DeJutm•atltldlcat.a• ... , .. ....,....... 
llYe• .... HO ta cl... Md CMtl...... to11e• wl• tlllie 
Cowll etl FM.entM Oltp81•8ou wMcll 18 ........... 
....,._ la ..Ulloa l ll&w tatud to JU. Aun.....,. dae 
hes1c1eate111aec~. 

'Ille hultleatMl••._. IU Juttce DeJta111aeaa ao hep 
i.ur lafonud oa ewe., •••ct ol dMa pnpaaa ... ao ad• 
wae Mm.,an •lplftcw- aa t1ae pnpam 
ulolde ia Ille coml., w11ll1. 

TU Pnet4eat1e eched1Jle M8 beea 90 cllfllcalt ta die paa& 
few ..... dtat ......... ca. tJpe , ..... ......... 
wu slmJ'lF aot po••Rll• to unap. a...,,..... bldlca..., 
.......... a........ la fdr ....................... 
&ad wlll ceellw lu ckt• ltab• wltll tlaose .._an coa­._..._ ... 

W.C.Wldle 
..............lalc.....i.....~ 

Mr. GJ.ueaoe I. 11an1a 
l67W..t~A.._. 
J..aaAnru, p._.,1..ma 

. . ~ . ..· ·.... . . 

s 



·~ 

June Z3, 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO THE FILES 

Subject: Disappearance of Three Participants in Mississippi 
Project 

i ~ -
' ' 

Yesterday morning at about 11:30 James Farmer of CORE called to 
advise that three of "their people11 had been missitig since Sunday 
morning at 9:00 a. m. The three were Mike Sch~,~ner, Andrew 
Goodman and De.mes Chayney, the last a Negro. They had departed 
from Meridian for Philadelphia, Miss.issippi, 37 miles away. 
Apparently there were conflicting reports as to whether the three 
had J?xen aFrested for speeding on Sunday eve.ping. ..~One report-had 
it tbit they had been arrested and released at 10: 30.. .p. m. Sunday 
night. In any event, they were reasonable and well trained individuals 
who would have been in contact with their Meridian office by tele­
phone. 

Farmer had talked to John Doar at th~ Justic~. .Qep:a ; tment and had 
been assured that the FBI would do everything possible to find the 
young men. Mr. Farmer called he-re,for purposes _of notification 
and to u-rge our assistance in any way possible. I -advised him that 
I would be in touch with Jus·tice to be sure that everything possible 
was being done. I then called Burke Marshall who informed tne that 
they were well aware of what was going on and that the FBI was 
cooperating fully. 

Farmer called again late in the afternoon to say thit his information 
was that there appeared to be no activity on the hig~way between 
Meridian and Philadelphia. He did, however, suggest that there 
was a Naval Air Station within seven miles of Meridian that might 
have equipment that could be used in~ search. I ~~layed ·this to 
B11rke Marshall who got in touch with· the Navy and, the equipment 
was made available to the FBI. The last il'lformati.on that I bad at 

L ':.r 
i 

-; 

https://il'lformati.on
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Al 11:08lUt141'1 Coapeff"*l.• ,_....... to..U ..........~ 
... ,....., ......... wtna ... .......................... 
ml&ln W heea """8Jal to._ &llell&toa -4 CO tacUoa&e · .· ... 
ladHMW -Wmlllattlae F81aa4P1Mn11onl'lalMa&....., 
.._. aOl,......Jr qpo..S..e lattaeb doda to8ala.-._. 
tors. I..._.. Mm GM mr ~wae to a.. coeau,. It.at 
..............................................Jataa 
e.a.., -.pnlftc ............---........ .,
WOQl41- mott welcome. 

--.. ... _ 
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AIR MAIL 

SPECIAL DELIVERY 

Dear M.-.. Henry: 

Ae l ladieat•4 to ou ta our · le~e coavenatio ,..•teriay, 
ae ~••iclQc•a acb ule a l1d pU'ti:e.... ttrae ta ._...u., 
heayY. AcCOl'd.tagly U i• ¥n08l alikely U..iee will be . f' 0 • 
po• tr fo~ ti.• ~•alo••t to,meet wlth y u oz- the o » :tepre• 
•..-.u.ve• &f dle Council Jd F.-rat.s Org...S.M.... 1-for• your 
P» g 1M1taa the 1 tte p&l't of tbi• . & · 

he Pr•• a.t. of couz• • . bU pY8ft ~ fQU put ol bl• of• 
fi« to encouraat.aa the b . · de•t ;poff~ pai'tlc~d. i Pltl\I 
by all · ericaa • OhOY . , u yo. •• ·Civil ·1ahc. 
am. wldoh •• he i 0 vta ro\dly auppo-rteG ., tile Pr•• de•t. 
bas one of it• prtn.c Ud. ' ·0.velfl · t ~ equal beat• 
l11Mt1lt fo-r &11 p~o'Pfte ¥ e1l•tn.••· The 4nWll•~Mlea• et 

re•tdeata Keaaedy 3 laattoa hav• 'befln moa· eaeraeti la1 
~ ~~ JucUcial .c • ~ eai md•tial law to-aciw.ve equal p• 
po knlltf for reai•tndou wilkot& l'•aud te ~ae•• celw :r &aJ 

,&tM ia&p · ~ ·Cl· . taell~Oit. 

l unclentaad Olat e Ju e De Q'Doat, th.ro g ,ae A i&U\AI 
A mey O.nenl bl e _ 1 · et tile Civil ISllta . io u.~ • 
Mar...U. ha8 'beoa '3los c •tact th yoar o gaaisattea a1lfl 
will cel'taialy keep · • a4vl•*4 Qf eve u • theJ tl8fol4 dll.ri•I the 
• mlnaw"1ca. 

Jf tl&e:r i• MJ specific or d4Jt.Uu Ualot'mad.o l you Delleve 
elmtd.d co~ to the.att alt.on of·dla Pneideta, •a,n teel (l'ee 
tow ii yto t r ·U. O*'to1ntS. 

il)O Hl t 

c.. te 
,. ••Miate Speo!al C•uneel 
to the P:re•icieat 

J:w Henry 
P~e• e 
c uncU of F•dttrato4 · rgamu.tl 
1 · 17 yacb Str..t 
Jackaea. l••ia ippl 

https://rgamu.tl
https://to-aciw.ve
https://encouraat.aa
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CAUE?. 1 S STATZNu1T 
~: ' 

;,-. ,, 

,. ~ 

~· ~· I ' ~: 

Mrs~ Schwcrner ·sa ;. d ~fr: e reapected, 
. h·~shtlnd . s~e w~nld': consider' t.·r.& ·: 

·. Prs "'~ Schwrn~r . 
Pr~3 ·ider:t. · 



June 23, 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO THE FILES 

Subject: Disappearance of Three Participants in Mississippi 
Project 

Yesterday morning at about 11:..30 James Farmer of CORE called to 
advise that three of "their people" had been missing since Sunday 
morning at 9:00 a. m. The three were Mike Schwerner, Andrew 
Goodman and JJ:ames Chayney, the last a Negro. They had departed 
from Meridian for Philadelphia, Mississippi, 37 miles away. 
Apparently there were conflicting reports as to whether the three 
had been arrested for speeding on Sunday eveµ.ing. One. report had 
it that they had been arrested and ·released at 10': 30 p. m. Sunday 
night. ln any event, they were reasonable and well trained individuals 
who would have been in contact with their Meridian office by tele­
phone. 

Farmer had talked to John Doar at the Justice Department and had 
been assured that the FBI would do everything possible ·to find the 
young men. Mr. Fa.rmer called here for purposes of notification 
and to urge our assistance in any way possible. I advised him that 
I would be in touch with Justice to be sure that ev·erything possible· 
was being done. I then called Burke Marshall who informed me that 
they were well aware of what was going on and that the FBI was 
cooperating fully. 

Farmer called again late in the afternoon to say thi.t his information 
was that there appeared to be no activity on the highway between 
Meridian and Philadelphia. He did, however, suggest that there 
was a Naval Air Station within seven miles of Meridian that might 
have equipment that could be used in a search. I relayed this to 
B1lrke Marshall who got in touch with the Navy and the equipment 
was made available to the FBI. The last information that I had at 

'I( 



8t4G lad M&M \llaa lhlat a i · ..t. ..-uctt wu oa., 

pt Coaa•e ~ yaa bled to call l1lo P• .W..t 
a"4 

. 
a r •'°* tA *°'Mk _.. ~· n. want-' ·co '- · . • that W•

..net' b&4 bde 1-o-.w to._ atteu&oa •ad to~ Chat wod 
ba4 r• fM4 him a.c tu 1'81 Id l'dffal 1ovormn•• 1 . .-a . any. 
we aot p ~Ir a&I · elve IA t!l• · eftor•• to a.I Gae ;ti.ee•or•· l '4 blm. tJaU my· ·lllfo :~ioa \Vil• ·to ttw ~•tr.. ttaat 

. . · e · Old~• le ftod them · he.beltffe4 be-. *'4 t•ld Min ~ 
ci.t . r •pecUlc •aase.ite _ .ad · ec:om~datloa that Jae 1'84 
1VOUlcl 'bft mo• welc~. 

Le C. White 
NOc..._ Special Oot.,.ft 

to a..Ps-e•tdeat 

__ ..,.. 



.- . lwl• ao. '''' 

Y-OV le•aa to the .Pr••w.M Md dae cow wlalcb wa ••• to 
~ • 1...... ·41Maa•taa t11e tn.a01ataa pnsnm e1 vote• 
Mgl•tat.atea la Ml••ltMppl to lie mulertakea )Jy a g.aup et 
c.U.a• •tde•i. wu •elerre4todaelutke114tpa•tm_. 
wlle it · •• recetvecL ·na. tQtonaaaea tlta&Jaat.k• re• 
cet.e4 f11m& 11&e n.,a.--..t ladle •• '11at l• ••••••..-. 
dve• laaw be•• l·• do•• -4 ·COldblulsaa &oul& ltk lbe 
C~l1 of Fe4ente4 -•palatlou whlc1' 18' at •pniodaa 
~o-.. i. Mldltl•• 1 ._,,. _., to Mf'. Aa•o• H•al'f• da• 

P•••l4elat ·al Ole CauacU. 

ne Pl'••"-• laal atketl a. Juatlc• Depar1a•t to Jttep 
111117 Safonaecl •• •.-.17· • .,.., ot t1Mr pro1waa UC1 to 114~¥1•• bl• of all •la.Wcaat 4-Wlopuat• •• tk1t pnpam
wd'olb ..... c..Saa ..... 

Tlt.e Pn.W.at•• aclle"4• lta• Mo 10 difttetilt ta t1ait pa•t 
few •Mk• daat a ..... of Ike tne yoakn ...-•·•&eel 
wu •imply eot po1.1lM• wan · · ·•• -........ a idlcatea. 
ae .F..tent.Gow•...-l•ldrlrafe.-..•bout . FOl~a. ­
aal. · Ill ce tlau• lta cloa• ltaDoa with *°" wh u.- coa­
Qeda& U. 

i...c. Mte 
MIOClate Spttcal c....i r 

to Ch9 Pre•ldeat 

..... e~. J. Hanl• 
167 · e•t0•••"""°" •••••
1•a6wae. ,Pe.uylvaata 
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