NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE

WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES) 7/29/80
GO O CORRESPONDENTS OR TITLE DATE RESTRICT1ON
memo titled "Visit of the Hungaria tge D'Affairs"
with note at bottom of page "Cannot tell
memo may have bee tten by John Steinbeck" filed

of item filed Ex Co 113]

U,Of/?a[ o) &4

[original c

FILE LOCATION

White House Famous Names
Steinbeck, John

[Copies from WHCF Subject File]

RESTRICTION CODES

(A) Closed by Executive Order 11652 governing access to national security information.
(B) Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document.
(C) Closed in accardance with restrictions contained in the donor’s deed of gift.

GENERAL SERVICES

ADMIN|STRAT I ON ' GSA DC 73.495

GSA roru 7122 (7.72;

SERVICE SET



4

L
N,
Xy \\‘

Pl
i
f/

.. ;. ExssuTive

e L o fliseS Lors 3
¢ o 303
do 5%
C' n 2 22
~o

VISIT OF THE HUNGARIAN CHARGE D'AFFAIRS /é’ A 11 = /2
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On February 7th, the Hungarlan [ egation in Washington called me to sa

that ]ano% Radvanyi, their head of mission would like to call on me. s /"é

He arrived at 5:00 in the afternoon and stayed until 7230 p. m. His call, he
said, was social and literary and suggested by our recent visit to Budapest. This
seemed unlikely to me, and as it developed, this seems to be true. As 1
thaight he might,, he told me things he wanted me to repeat. At one point,. I asked
him why he did not call on the President and converse with him. He said that
even if he could get in to see the President, he would be surrounded by diplomats
and d ficials.

I have the whole conversation, but I digest it as follows.

His main theme to which he returned again and again was that the United
States considers Hungary as part of the U. S. S, R., whereas it is not. He said
that State is not able or willing to consider Hungary as a separate country.
I responded that we could only consider a regime put in and maintained by the
Red Army as an extension of the Soviet Union. He replied that this was no longer
SO.

He went on to say that we restrict diplomats , whereas Hungary had removed
all restrictions.

Other subjects in brief :
( 1) Hungary has signed for exchange with the Ford Foundation.

(2) Hungary is, within its Foreign Exchange abilities, paying royalties
to foreign writers in hard currency.

(3) Restrictions or travel in Hungary and travel by Hungarians abroad are
greatly relaxed and in most cas s, removed. This incl udes restrictions on for-
eign diplomats in Hungary. He thought there should be a similar relaxation in
the United States.

.

(4) He spoke at length of Cardinal Mindzentj, saying he was an embarrassment
to both Hungary and the United States. Hungary, he said, will pension him and
let him live in Hungary or will give him a visa and safe conduct over the border.
He said the Hungarian church did not want him back as Cardinal, and I neglected
to ask him if they would accept a new appoi ntment by the Pope (my error). He said
Mindzenti was old and crochety and refused to move out of the U. S. legation.
He said the only thing that might work would be a message from the Pope ordering
him to Rome. Mr. Radvanyi obviously wanted this repeated.
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(5) In two and a half houxgs of conversation, many fields were covered,
but the ubiquitous theme was that Hungary wants to establish closer cultural
and trade relations with the United States, but as a separate country, not as a
satellite of Russia.

(6) Finally, he spoke of something as of great importance. He said
that the Crown of St. Stephen is in the treasury at Washington. I know this.
I believe it was taken from the Germans during the last war. He said that
this crown is as powerful a symbol of unity to Hungarians as the Declaration
of Independence is to America. He said that if this could, through negotiation
of any kind, bgretirned to Hungary, the result would be almost inconceivable.
He indicated that Hungary would go to great lengths in the matter of concessions,
if this crown could be restored.

In Conclusion:

I know it seas presumptious for me to offer suggestions to my govern-
ment (although I have been doing it for years, ) but I must concede that what Mr.
Radvanyi told me is in line with what we saw and heard and felt during our re-
cent tour of Russia and Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary. We felt that nation~
alism in the so-called satellites was increasing or coming into the open very
rapidly. That the strenigth of the movement was so increasingly great that
their local Commun ist leaders were unable to control it completely. We know
that Russia has failed to make friends ana that only the military threat has held'
them in line thus far. And we feel very strongly that our Foreign Service will
do well to think of the Iron Curtain countries as separate nations and to deal
with them as such. I believe that the bloc is beginning to fragment. The
ties of Communism have failed. Russia will hesitate to use the Red Army again.
(See Khrushchev's charge that Soviet tanks were used against Hungarians
in 1956 at China's insistence. ) The economies of the satellites under Soviet
direction have faltered and in some cases, have failed. Bulgaria has recently
removed the Russian language from their schools and in Poland, onehears
everywhere disparagement of the Russians ana their methods. These coun-
tries look increasingly to the west. 1 believe that we should open increasing
discussions on separate agreements in trade, travel, cultural relations and
all other feasible relations. Our failure to do this will be gross failure to take
advantage of a powerful position in the cold war. At this time, Russia is fight-
ing madly for backing in an attempt to line up the Socialist countries against
China. We will be fools if we do not make use of this opportunity to help in
the fragmentation of the Soviet bloc.
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JOHN STEINBECK
190 East Seventy-second Street, New York 21, N. J.

Warfare today has become a series of deterrent checks and balances. A
nation develops its weaponry only secondarily for use against an enemy. The pri-
mary purpose of weapons is to deter or to forestall the use of similar weapons
by one's opponent. Economic weapons have been used in somewhat the same way,
but not to the extent possible. '

Small Nations

Due to alignments, ambitions and commitments, small and unprotected
nations no longer exist. Small countries have become the extensions and some-
times the embarrassments of the larger powers or defensive groups or nations.

Such a small and painful cockleburr is Cuba. In the 19th and early 20th
century, we woula have met Cuba's actions against us with instant military puni~-
tive or police action. But due to the new ideological groupings, this is no longer
possible. Other methods must be devised in our own defense.

I hope I may presume to explore some of these areas.

Cuba's asssts are also its liabilities. In the world of geopolitics, Cuba's
only importance lies in her geographic position. Close to the United States coast,
Cuba has armed herself against our retaliation for her aggressive acts internally
and externally by putting on the mask of Marxism.

Russia

Cuba has only one value to the U. S. S. R. and its complex of satellites.
She is an area for threat and harassment designed to neutralize some of our
like positions in Turkey, for example, or in Taiwan and the o fshore Chinese
islands. In accepting this position of fronting for our cold war enemies, Cuba
has been forced out on a limb. She cannot retreat from her Russian ties with=
out collapse.

Sugar

Cuba suffers from tle prime weakness of having onlyone access to world
trade -- sugar. Her commitments, her borrowings, her world credits and her
world involvements are based on sugar alone.

Recently, England, Canada, France and others have ignored our suggested
embargo against Cuba by selling her trucks, busses, spare parts and many other
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things she is unequipped or unable to produce. Her weapons all derive from the Iron
Curtain countries and all of this involvement is based on sugar and sugar futures.

1937

In that year, we began a sugar quota agreement actually designed to support
sugar prices and to save Cuba from failure. This agreement has now been abrogated
by Cuba. :

World sugar shortages have raised the price of sugar. Russia has contracted
for Cuban sugar futures at a lower rate than current prices, but a higher rate than
ordinary world prices. Countries wishing to trade with Cuba must accept sugar
or promises of sugar, because that is all @ba has. Sugar is Cuba's weapon.

I submit that, faced with a weapon in enemy hands, it is our practice and
our duty to meet it with a counter-weapon or a threat of such a weapon. The ob-
vious weapon against Cuba is sugar. We can produce it in quantity and even if
that production should be costly, it is not as costly as other weapons.

That we can produce beet sugar in quantity has been demonstrated during
two wars. The cost of subsidizing our huge sugar potential would be less than the
cost of modern weapons. However 1 submit that a quiet suggestion to those Western

‘powers now selling equipment to Cuba onlong-term credits based on sugar futures, that

we are prepared to produce and release enough sugar to destroy the world ma rket,
might be enough to dissuade them from their present course. Even the Soviet,
which is trying to balance some of its Cuban investment by trading in sugar, might
view such a plan with some perturbation. We might represent to the Western trading
powers, that if and when the present Cuban regime is replaced, credits of any kind
will be valueless.

Guantanamo

Most of the great powers have inheritances from former times which once
had military or naval value and now are valueless militarily and embarrassments
internationally. Such is Gibraltar and such is Guantanama . Both are kept and main-
tained at great expense and neither has any defense or offensive value. One or two
shots from a passing submarine would remove such anachronisms from the military
picture. We and the British keep these luxuries simply through fear of losing face.

If we need a naval base in the area of the Caribbean, I submit that Puerto Rico or
better, St. Thomas is more desirable. The harbor at Charlotte Amalie is one of
the greatest deep~water harbors in the world.

For the United States, Guantanamo has only one hard and realistic value.
It comld be used as a trading issue. Castro used prisoners for trade. We could use
Gitmo. The issue of Guantanamo is a false one. Cuba does not need a naval base any
more than we do. Indeed, under Cuban rule, the base would have the same weaknesses
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it has for us. As a base for the defense of the Panama Canal, St. Thomas or
Puerto Rico has more potential in being closer.

By selling Gitmo back to Castro for a price, we would at once get rid of
a valueless and embarrassing piece of property and at the same time, give
Cuba something she does not need.

ADDENDA

(a) I submit that Castro's recent trip to the U. S. S, R. had to do with
the Chinese split. He came back with new contracts and he signed the ban bomb
treaty. This must have been taken ill by China. It is, therefore, to China
that we should look for convenience.

(b) Cuba has only two things to trade with -- sugar and her position
in regard to our coasts. Russia has 'used this second to great advantage.

(c) Cuba's armaments are entirely supplied by the U. S. S. R. or its sat-
ellites -- East Germany, Czechoslovakia, etc. Her payments are in sugar --
and cigars? Russia will have to sell or distribute Cuban sugar to get back any
part of its investment.

(d) A large percentage of the refugees from Cuba are of no value for
use in taking the Island from the present rulers or from the people of Cuba.
The refugees, or most of them, were part of the intolerable situation which
let the revolt succeed.

(e) It is not to be thought that the pre~Castro Cuba is ever coming
back. It is not.

(f) The longer Castro is in power, the harder it is going to be to beat
him. I don't mean the present system is permanent, but the forms of it
will become clearly set with time.

(g) The present regime can only exist by outside help. Cuba cannot sup-
port itself particularly under a Soviet system of production. So far, tle rise in
sugar prices has somewhat offset the falling sugar production. Machinery and
machine tools are needed and will be supplied (East Germany?) until and unless
it becomes dangerous or impractical. France and England will happily supply
machinery, until it becomes impractical. It would only be impractical if they
could not pay.
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PANAMA

This is only a suggestion which I find ini:eresting.

In denouncing the treaty of 1903-04, Panama has also questioned the
,j agreement through which she achieved her independence and our recognition
i1 of her as a sovereign state. Colombia only came around in 1923, and then:

Jii reluctantly.

% If we should agree that the agreement of 1903-04 is void, it would seem
E{ that we would no long er recognize Panama and would have to go back to nego~

s tiating with Colombia.

: I suggest that some inspired trial balloons should appear in Colombia -~
papers, written by Colombians denouncing the 1923 treaty and demanding that
the province of Panama be returned to Colombia.

¥
3
E

It is true that this will not happen, but its suggestion might be a very em~
barrassing dust storm to Panama. It would also take some of the heat off us.
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1y from an output of 3.8 mil-
. lion metric tons last year to

- said the operator of one of the

UBA PUTS HOPES
N NEW COMBINE

~00ks to Soviet Machine to
Spur Sugar Production

By JUAN de ONIS
Speciul to The New York Times

"AGUACATE, Cuba, Feb, 11—
Soviet and Cuban technicians
gave a field demonstration to-
day of a new sugar cane com-
bine that is the key to Cuba's|
plan for a boom in sugar pro-
duction.

The towering Soviet-built
combine, called *“Friendship,”
cuts, cleans, and slices sugar
cane. It ground through about
1,000 yards of a straight stand
of cane in five minutes, cutting
the cane flush with. the. red

earth. Shucked leaves flew, and|

five-foot lengths of green cane

Poured into -an’iaccompanying| {

crib pulled by a tractor.
“This {s - still . experimenta],

.and we are correcting defects, ]
but I'm- quite+ satisfied,” said|-.
' Nikolal Charikov, assistant|.
Chief of the Soviet Union's State/ :

g:n_rmnittea on:Tractors and Ma-

mnery. - . 4 + v’ _;_.;:_.-i.\_\_ LT

Mr. Charikov: heads. an ‘18-
member Soviet group that de-

'signed the machine and is con-|-
ducting trials here at the Rubén/| -

Martinez Villena State Sugar
Farm, the former Rosario Cen-

ince., .- ¢t

In addition " to the self-
propelled combire, powered by
an adapted 63-horsepower trac-
tor engine, the Russians are
trying out a smaller combine
pulled by a tractor, and a me-
chanized sugar ‘planting ma-
chine.

There are 1,560 Soviet-built
fork lifts already in use in the
current suzar harvest, Cuban
officials said, and the rest of
the 3,500 that have been de-
livered are being assembled,

This equipment forms part
of the Boviet-Cuban plans to
increass sugar production rapid-

110 million tons in 1970, A
metric ton is 2,204 pounds.

The Soviet Union has agreed
to buy increasing amounts of

5 million tons a' year, at a

fixed price of 6 per cents-a|
, pound over - the period. Thej.

United States used to buy 3.2

million tons a.year under a pref-|.
" erential price arrangement be-

fore relations with Cuba were
brokenin 1960. . . = T . o

“We have 60 days to com-
plete trials on these machines,”
Mr. Charikov said. “Then we
will decide on mass production.
Our Premier, Mr. Khrushchev,

that the mechanization pro-
gram will be carried out in two
years, and that is what we
will do.” : X
The combines’ performance
appeared impressive. Mr. Chari-
kov said that the cutting blades
could be raised and lowered to
adapt to the terrain, “There
must be no stones, however,” he
sald. A
The Soviet designers came
here last year and the machines

cials said. The desizgns are orig-
inal, according to Mr. Charikov.
“This machine Is easy to run,”

combines, a Cuban mechanic.
“It's marvelous, I don't know
how mneh eane it can cut in
one hour, hut I'm sure It can
dn the same entting and strip-
ping as 60 men,”

LA
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SERVICE SET



https://cnmbir.es

EF :ew EXECUTIVE

S0 2
CO0 92  FG 14O
December 10, 1965 FG L0 FG 145

FG 412 FG 105-7
FG 105 FG 165
FG 296-1

FG 11-8-1
The President and Mrs. Johnson invite you to a black tie dimer honoring
H.E. Dr., Ludwig Erhard, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, Monday
December 20, 1965, at 8:00 P.M,, The White House, Formal invitation £ollows.RSVP,

The Social Secretary
' The White House,

MIELZINER, Jo GOULD, Jack, New York Times
REINSCH, James Leonard HAYES, Helen
KNAPPSTEIN, Heinrich, Amb. of the HUTCHINSON, Everett
Federal Rep, of Germany HUTTON, Edward F.
Vice President Humphrey IKARD, Frank
Speaker McCormack - KERR, William G,
Secretary of State Dean Rusk JERSIG, Harry
DOUGLAS, William 0., Supreme Court LAWRENCE, Harding
Postmaster General Lawrence O!'Brien LEISSLER, Kurt T.
Secretary of the Interior Stewart Udall LINDON, Lester W,
SPARKMAN, John J., Senator MARVEL, William W., Education and World
RUSSELL, Richard B., Senator Affairs
MUSKIE, Edmund S., Senator MEANY, George, AFL-CIO
PROUTY, Winston L., Senator NOELTER, Wolfgang
PATMAN, Wright, Congressman PORTER, Katherine Ann
KELLY, Edna F,, Congresswomen RIKIS, Meshulam, Mc Crory Corp.
ARENDS, Leslie C., Congressman ROSE, Frank A., University of Alabama
FRELINGHUYSEN, Feter, Congressman SONTAG, Raymond J., University of Calif,
McCHEE, George C., State _STEINBECK, John E._
HAND, Lloyd N., Chief of Protocol, State-~STERN, Edgar
WHITE, Lee C., White House TEMPELSMAN, Maurice’
VINSON, Fred M., Jr., Dept. of Justice VON-BORCH, Herbert
REEDY, George E., White House /ef/ WARREN, Lucian C.
LEE, Philip R., HEW e WATSON, James L,
CHAPMAN, Oscar, - DAY, Price, Baltimore Sun
CONANT, James B. MAC ARTHUR, Douglas
MESTA, Perle . ELLISON, Ralph
AKERS, Robert W, DEWEY, Thomas E.
CHANCELLCOR, John, US Information Agency HOFFMAN, Paul
RICE, Emmett J. WROE, E. R, L., Jr.
ASCOLI, Max, The Reporter
AUTRY, Gene

BUSCH, August, Jr.

CLAPP, Margaret, Wellesly College
CLIBURN, Van

COPLAND, Aaron

COUSINS, Norman

DIETRICH, H. Richard, Jr.

FARKAS, George

FIELLS, Bertram

FRANKLIN, John Hope

FREELMAN, Max

GODWIN, Mills E., Jr. SERVICE SET
GOULD, Harry E. ‘
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b
; mmes 1 Dear Alicia: “ ahe
i Now with the intensity of Christmas ;gtm
¢ past and the new year still in tight bud, Ma
; there comes the time we call “taking :'T
: stock” or “rcorienting” This healthful s
. practice consists in sitting quictly in a 5
i swirling gray mist, thinking absolutely &%
% nothing and making a great fuss about
i it The past is tattered and thrown down 51
4+ like clection posters on the floor of a  iM
i convention hall, and the [uture marches Tal
i toward ws  menacing  with levelled @ '
= lances. And so we “tuke stock,” which is " i
+ away ol ignoving the whole thing. .
$ Often as I have traveled in forcign S
£ ¢ countries, I never remember low news 0%
: . changes its face and its force. In New €2
5 Yok I Io?kod J'Irs:' for tke uc\vslfrom :;
- -8 .. — law -
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February 12, 1966 : Q\& . P 5‘ :
- . " 0 J.:
QremBEls  Gogp

D k: QO )1
prroa ' - Jack Va}ent{S’*

I'm afraid your immunity is nearly over, my friend. We will be bac
insthe US of A, about the first of March. I hope you have not had too-.difficult
time renning the country without me. And from what I can read in the Paris - i
Tribune, the system has survived my absence. This is not flattering to me but
it is reassuring. This is and has been'a fabulous experience. I'll want to tell
you about it when we get back because I think a lot of things that are happening
here arc very important in the larger picture. I don't know whether you have
been recciving the Newsday letters - I hope so. I've tried to put some of it down,
but there is more which should not be printed. '

Pictures of the Honolulu visit in the European papers and I don't a bit
like the looks of the man. He looks too drawn and too taut. I wish he could slow
down and get some joy in his eye but I know damned well he won't. You remember
I wrote for the Democratic book that we reserve the right to kill the President
with strain and overwork. But I wish he would, just for a little time, study some ;
of the work habits of General Eiaenhowar. It's the only way to get a complete :

rest. Nothing else sent to

Cent: =) Filne as of. .
The decision to resume the bombind must have been a tea.r:ng one. But he knew,

and told us he knw, that his time for pleasing everyone was about over. But ha must
take care of himseli. We would rather have a little less of him than none of him.

I thank you for the reports on the super ball. Of-course I knew
better than to suggest napalin. It was thoughtless of me. White phosphorus is
much more effective and I ought to know. In laboratory I got a piece of it on the
back of my hand and it took out the tissue between my first and second fingers.

-What I was getting at was a uniquely American weapon - the throwing arm of the
average American kid with a weight and size of a baseball. It's like the English
longbow at Agamcourt. No one else has this weapon. And it would be received
with joy by those out grown little leagers called soldiers. My boy seems to be doing
his boot at F't. Worth and apparently it is a thorough job because I haven't heard
from him. He is probably too pooped to write. I know how that is.

The Israeli are the toughest and most vital people I have seen in a long time.
Please look for some pieces I am doing about them. Their army is superb.
They say that Israel's secret weapon is '""No alternative''. They have no
place to go and anyone who invades them will have to kill them all, men women and
children and they will all go down fighting only they won't go down. Right now
with the weapons they have and the command, they could lick the whole Arab League
single handed. I hope the President calls this to mind - always give an enemy an out,
an exit, a chance to get away - otherwise he'll give you ten times the fight. I've
spoken of this before. o Chin can't have the whole of the north behind him. Are
we offe rmg an a.ltew—xa.twe to the dmazdents? SERVICE SET

’



MC
FILE MEMO:

See: C.F. ND 19/CO 312, for corresp., 1/14/66 re John STEINBECK.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASIIINGTON

3

April 26, 1966

MEMORANDUM FOR

BILL HOPKINS
Please prepare the appropriate papers for
the appointment of John Steinbeck, New York,
for appointment to the National Council on
the Arts for an unexpired term terminating
September 3, 1968 (vice/David Brinkley).

EE_—‘ha.nk you.

-
Terr{er?::\?c rf"‘"'

anlon
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May 10, 1966 ﬁ/)/[,/:‘bf%;#

10:30 a.m., Tuesday

MR. PREEIDENT:

John Steinbeck and his wife will be in Washington next Monday
and Tuesday, the sixteenth and seventzenth, He will have with
him his pineteen year-old so: who volunteered for Vietham-

duty ’

bha and Elaine would be very geateful if they could say 'hello™
to you and introduce their son to you.

May I set this up?

YES NO

Jack Valenti

JV:ny
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON, D.C.

J

T
Mr. John Steinbeck
Box 1017
Sag Harbox, Long Island
New York

Vg .

k.

WASHINGTON

W INALAA

L g
It was the President's pleasure}
to autograph the enclosed pictures
for you and John Steinbeck, Jr.

1 turst you will be able to
send the pictures to your son.

With warm regards,

erely,

uax;itfg;’?é/r/g .

). Roberts
Personal Secretary
.to the President

- T Ll —

g% i

THE WHITE HOUSE ;

EXECUTIVE. - (Z/
RE-1/ S

W
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December 18, 1963

Dear Mr. Steinbeck:

Thank you for your thoughtful [etter, -

Over the past troubled and sombar weeks, one of the.
great sustaining forces has been the almost total unity

of purpose of Americans -- the obscure and the famous.

Your latter was comforting to me. I am hopeful that
very soon I may ait with you and taik about oaur country.

Sincerely,

LYRpee
mOﬂ Be :OHISOI{
k

Mr, John Steinbeck
190 East Seventy-second Street
New York 21, New York
ILBJ:JV:mhr

aP §
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Schlesinger's office called re,Steinbeck's

appt. with the President. Tho

t you should

know that Mrs. Steinbeck and the President

went to high school ltogether,

’X THE WHITE HousE

WABHINGTON

Feb. 3, 1964
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Mr. & Mrs. Steinbeckare to be invited.

t o the Home Dinner at theWhite House on ]

FeBruary 13th -
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Abb:zi. OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO . %/é .
- THE SECRETARY OF 6TATE ° H .
" DEPARTMENT OF STATE ; Eddtst ¥
WASHINGTON : ,Agjf/f{

January 10, 1964

s/s 19627 MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: White House Visits by Writers Steinbeck and Albee

Nobel prize-winning author John Steinbeck and prominent young
playwright Edward Albee returned to the United States last month from
the U.S.S.R. and Eastern Europe. Mr. Steinbeck was accompanied by
his wife. These two American writers each spent a month on separate
itineraries in the U.S.,S.R. before going on to make shorter visits to
Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Huagary. Their tours were part of the
Department of State's "American Specialists Program" and, in the case
of the U,3.8.R., were arranged pursuant to the U.S.-U S.S.R Exchanges
Agreement of March 8, 1962.

Reports from United States diplomatic missions in the countries

which they visited, as well as coverage by the press, indicate that
the Steinbecks and Mr., Albee enjoyed singular success as cultural
envoys of the United States. The Steinbecks were in Poland and

. Mr. Albee was in the U.S,S.R. at the time of President Kennedy's
assassination. They witnessed there a great public outpouring of grief
and concern over this tragic event. Mrs., Steinbeck, a Texan, has stated
that she attended school with Governor Coanally. Earlier during the

" visit of the Steinbecks to the U.S,5.R.; the arrest of Yale Professor

" Frederick Barghoorn was announced. Mr. Steinbeck's straightforward,
open condemnation of the arrest may well have been an important con-
tributing factor in persuading Soviet authorities of the wisdom of an
early release of Professor Barghoorn.

: It is suggested that, if his time permits, President Johnson

* receive Mr, and Mrs, Steinbeck and Mr. Albee briefly at the White House
" in the near future. Recognition by the President of their distinguished
_contribution to our exchanges progcam appears ‘justified and would be
' useful at the present time while negotiations are- underway in Hbscow

. for a new U,S5.-U.5.5.R. Exchanges Agreement, .\\H

It is understood that the Steinbecks could come to'ﬁashington at
: any time, given reasonable notice. Mr. Albee, however, plans to '
" depart for England on January 23, and it is hoped that the proposed White

' House visit can be arranged before that date, 'L( !;' 9

Banjamin H. Read
: Executive Secretary
' Attachment:
Biographical Summaries

P ol A

Linterl

,-—' W

s t
;iﬂlcft f:?t l,:225%2f€a ?é

SERVICE SET

MR ATEE S 4 gl ARE RS e ) Wy T bl g S Sy e o F g Ayt e i g e ma TS TR = b it MRl e et P —— a4


https://u.s.s.Ra

. BIOGRAPHICAL SRAMARIES

John Ernst STLINRECK, novelist ard short story writer, was bora in
Salinas, Cslifornia on February 27, 1902. He attcnded Stanford
University. Mr. Steinbeck's wife, Zleine Scott, vhom he married in
1952, is a Texen. Mr. Steinbeck has two sons by a former marriage.
Anong ¥r. Steinbeck's best-remembered writings are: Tortilla Flat,
1935; Of Mice and Men, 1937; Red Pony, 1937; Grapes of Wrath, 1939;
The }doon is Down, 19L42; Cannery Row, 1945; The Wayward Bus, 1947;
Russian Journel, 1948; Bast of Eden, 1952; The Winter of Our Dis-
content, 1951; and Travels with Charlie, 1952. Mr. Steinbeck was
avarded a Pulitzer Prize in letters for The Grapes of Wrath in 1940,
and a Nobel Prize in Literature in 1962.

Edvard A. ALBES, playwright, was born in Washington, D. C. on March
12, 1928. Two weeks after his birth he was teken from a Washington
foundling home and adopted by Mr. and Mrs. Reed Albee of New York
City. Mr. Albee is single. DMr. Albee attended the Choatc School
and Trinity College. He geined attention as a playwright In 1959
for his brief drama, The Zoo Story. This vas followed by three
other short plays, The Death of Bessie Spmith, The American Dreem,
and The Sandbox. Mr. Albee's play, Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf,
achieved the New York Drama Critics Award for the best play of the

© 1962-63 season. Just prior to his departure for the U.S.S.R. and

Eastern Europe, lir. Albee's drematization of Carson McCuller's
story, The Balled of the Sad Cafe, opened in New York.
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March 18, 1964

Dear Mr. Steinbeck:

You were very kind to write me about the )bld
Whalers Festival in Sag Harbor. I am sure
I would enjoy such an occasion -~ it sounds
as colorful, as festive, and as robust as
those rodeos we land-locked Westerners
stage every now and then., Unfortunately, I
will not be able to come; my calendar that
week is already filled.

Please express my gratitude to the people of
Sag Harbor. I might also add that they have
selected a whale of an Honorazry Chairman,

Sincerely,

Mr, John gteinbcck _
190 East Seventy-second Street
New York 21, New York

LBJ:BM:cw

a2
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Old Whalers Festival

June 12, 13, 14, 1964
Sponsored by Sag Harbor Round Table Club
Sag Harbor Lions Club
SAG HARBOR, LONG ISLAND, N. Y.

Honorary Chairman: Mr. John Steinbeck
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JOHN STEINBECK
190 East Seventy-second Street, New York 21, N. Y.

March 16,1964

- Mr. Jack Valenti
White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Valenti:

This is in answer to your telephone call of several days
ago.l hope you are assured that I will be very pleased to do
the work involved. o

However, there are some questions that arise which may
be small in your eyes, but are quite important in mine.

First, in the matter of material, I should like to have not
only the official material which is available everywhere,

but also any small personal and human anecdotal material
. that may be available.

Next, I shall want to know the countryside Mr. Johnson grew
out of, because that is the way I work. The color and the
texture of the dirt, what grows there -- everything about
it ~- and that I can only get by wandering around there a
little bit myself.

Next, I would like to know just as soon as possible what
length you contemplate this work should be in terms of
thousands of words and also, what the deadline is.

L astly, since this .is alabor of love and since the Tax Div-
ision takes a rather stern view of such things, I should
like to know who you anticipate as publisher, whether the
book is to be sold or given away and all such small busi-"
ness arrangements as engage the interest of the Tax Div-
ision. This is not being just picky.

During the war, I tried to give a book to the Air Force Aid
Society and it took some doing to get permission from the
Treasury. I am sure all of these things can be worked out
quickly. I just want to present them to you now.

One further thing occurs to me. I will very happily contribute
my time and services to this project. However, I don't

feel that I can undertake the expenses of research,travel
and secretarial help. Will you let me know what arrange-
ments are usual in these matters. SERVICESET

74&14 At ley el meaw - Lud yfm%ﬁJ—Mmméf/
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One more thing which I am a little hesitant about bringing
up.

The town of Sag Harbor on the end of Long Island, which is
so Republican that until very recently, it was considered

a felony to be a Democrat, is having an Old Whalers Festival
on June 12th, 13th and 14th of this year. It is a good and
very local show, rather like those old-fashioned local rodeos
you and I know so well. But its coverage will be very large.

Because I am Honorary Chairman of this Festival, I have
been asked to invite the President to attend. I hope he may
be able to. It will be a good show and he can do a great
deal of good by coming and I say this as a Democrat. After
many years, we have got our toe in the door in Long Island.
We even got ourselves a Congressman named Pike who is

a good man and I think that if it were possible for the Pres-
ident and/or Mrs. Johnson to attend, it would give not

only a great lift to the party in a traditionally unfriendly
district, but might, because of the very large news and
picture coverage, do something for a Southern~born Presi-
dent in a Northern or Yankee area.

However, I have done my duty now and issued the invitation
in the name of Sag Harbor, Suffolk County, Long Island, New
York.

I think that's about all now. But you might ask the Presi-
dent how the descendants of those ten white faces from
Melinda Hagy's herd of cattle are doing.

Elaine and I will be away for the two weeks beginning the
23rd of March, but will be back in town on April 5th or

6th. Therefore, if I could have some answer to these ques-
tions before next Monday, I would be grateful.

Best regards to you and I will be glad to hear from you.

Ypurs, ,

%:st&o&.‘v&
P. S. Enclosed is a letterhead of the above-mentioned
OldWhalers Festival. 9]'4‘,_&“/& 4,“‘/“1 & w4

Ao goma u-.P o om.TIM4 li chc.wf 7Abu.. ik
AL s st r T:Jwam 10\47 sloncf Mﬁr“"*‘ﬂ-‘m?m‘—?

) SERVICE SET
@Z/dé; .Qlf‘f{!rf'uﬁ(»dff}{ Fu g ’7’,,/'!,:%&'



I..'Ll._vl- .

/

JOHN STEINBECK “
190 East Seventy-second Street, New York 21, N. V. E h}\

BRESUTIVE
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March 20,1964

Mr. Jack Valenti

Special Assistant to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Jack Valenti:

I have your letter of March 18th and hasten to
answer it.

You see, I had no idea of the kind or length of
material you wanted and I think as you suggested,
it will be necessary for me to work with you as
closely as possible. ~

I am getting this letter off immediately, because
on Monday, we are going to Rome for about two
weeks.

And incidentally, if you need me or have any
suggestions for me, I will be at the Grand Hotel.
We intend to be back about April 6th or 7th and
after that, we will be at your convenience.

Have you any hot word for the Pope?

Yours very sincerely,

O/O&u Stoinb

,_"rc'

m\'i“"‘" P
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Dear Mr. étcinbeck:) M

Thanks very much for your letter. Let me give you some of the
details which may be helpful in your thinking about the book 1
discussed with you.

It will be published by the}b_emocratic National Committee as the
official "program' for the Convention in August -- and then sold
throughout the country, with the proceeda going, of course, to the
Committee, But it will not be the usual piece of partisan literature.

It is designed, in fact, as a Dedication to President Kennedy and our
plans are to make it something of historical significance. Its contri-
butors will include Arthur Schlesinger, Bill Attwood, Sidney Fhyman,
Bill White, and others whose namejwill be well known to the American
people.

There are two main sections --one on the late President and one on
President Johnson. Each will be a "picture story' with a running text
providing the continuity. Schlesinger will provide the text for President
Kennedy's story and we are hoping you will write the text for the
President Johnson story. I am responsible for pulling together the
pictures of President Johnson which will portray his life -« but those
pictures without the kind of text you can write would mean nothing.
Since the pictures will be here, it is hoped that you could spend some
time in Washington working with me.

We will, of course, be able to take care of your travel costs and secre-
tarial expenses for work done in this regard.

I have talked to the President about the Sag Harbor invitation. He will
not be able to accept -- although he would like to do so for you -- because

SERVICE SET




of a heavy June schedule that already includes activities out-of-town
on at least two of the days in question. Please tell them of his
gratitude, however. An official letter from the President is on its
way to ycu.

Sincerely,

/%
Jack Valenti

Special Assistant
to the Pre=sident

M.r. John Steinbeck
190 East 72nd Street
New York, N, Y.

; & :—M avz.gi/d"’ (j“‘//
o, Hdocte, S Leit G Jot © Cle-
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JOHN STEINBECK
190 Cast Seventy-second Street, New York 21, N. Y,

March 16,1964

Mr., Jack Valenti y Cu. EX - I/{f%.. ST AL )44;”
White House f Fw/p " / / ﬁ? J

Washington, D. C. _ . '“""’f/c-r"-
Dear Mr., Valenti:

This is in answer to your telephone call of several days
ago.l hope you are assured that [ will be very pleased to do
the work involved. .

"However, there are some questions that arise . which may
be small in your eyes, but are quite important in mine.

First, in the matter of material, I should like to have not
only the official material which is available everywhere,

- but also any small personal and human anecdotal material
. that may be available.

Next, I shall want to know the countryside Mr. ]Johnson grew
out of, because that is the way I work. The color and the
texture of the dirt, what grows there -- everything about
it -- and that I can only get by wandering around there a
little bit myself.

Next, I would like to know just as soon as possible what .
length you contemplate this work should be in terms of
thousands of words and also, what the deadline is.

Lastly, since this is alabor of love and since the Tax Div-
ision takes a rather stern view of such things, I should
like to know who you anticipate as publisher, whether the
book is to be sold or given away and all such small busi=~"
ness arrangements as engage the interest of the Tax Div-
ision. This is not being ]ust picky.

During the war, I tried to give a book to the Air Force\‘Aid
Society and it took some doing to get permission from the,
Treasury. I am sure all of these things can be worked out
quickly. I just want to present them to you now.

One further thing occurs to me. ] will very happiy contribute
my time and services to this prO]ect However, I don't

feel that I can undertake the expenses of research, travel
and secretarial help. Will you let me know what arrange-
ments are usual in these matters. SERVICE
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One more thing which I am a little hesitant about bringing
up.

The town of Sag Harbor on the end of Long Island, which is
so Republican that until very recently, it was considered

a felony to be a Democrat, is having an Old Whalers Festival
on June 12th, 13th and 14th of this year., It is a good and.
very local show, rather like those old-fashioned local rodeos
you and I know so well. But its coverage will be very large.

Because I am Honorary Chairman of this Festival, I have
been asked to invite the President to attend. I hope he may
be able to.. It will be a good show and he can do a great
deal of good by coming and I say this as a Democrat. After
many years, we have got our toe in the door in Long Island.
We even got ourselves a Congressman named.Pike who is -

a good man and I think that if it were possible for the Pres-
ident and/or Mrs. Johnson to attend, it would give not
only a great lift to the party in a traditionally unfriendly
district, but might, because of the very large news and
picture coverage, do something for a Southern-born’ Pre31-
dent in a Northern or Yankee area.

However, I have done my duty now and issued the 1nv1tat10n
in the name of Sag Harbor, Suffolk County Long Island, New
Yorxk.

I think that's about 5'11 now. But you might ask the Presr-.,_‘-
dent how the descendants of those ten whlte faces from
Melmda Hagy 8 herd of cattle are domg

Elaine and I will be away for the two weeks beginning the
23rd of March, but will be back in town on April 5th or

6th. Therefore, if T could have some answer to these ques—
tions before next Monday, I would be grateful.

Best regards to you and I will be glad to hear from you.
Yours, , ) ..“.‘
/:fu»scawma | .

P. S. Enclosed is a letterhead of tﬁe above mentioned '

OldWhalers Festival. 9}’,,:”“& 4,_._,._1 M!‘M & w 4"
Aot gowme 2 u.a.ﬂ uca?mnm ~ Pa-‘-um 7/4«4—- am
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JOHN STEINBECK
190 East Seventy-second Street, New York 21, N. J.

May 18, 1964 g ©
i’ﬁ-’i""""-":*.n._r',

Dear Mr. President: o

I thank you for the photograph you so gracious-
ly sent me. Unpopular!  though it may be, I believe with Plutarch
and Marcus Aurelius, that just as vice and dishonesty are
communicable, so does greatness rub off a little through assoeiation.

Your picture will go up in a place of honor as a
reminder to me and to my sons that the American dream is not a
myth that a lonesome and perhaps a confused little boy
from the Texas hills can and has become President through his
own efforts.

I come , 8ir, from much the same background as you,
cattlemen from the dry and treacherous hills of Northern California.
Land-poor we were called. Do you have that expression? But we
were also land-related and land-proud. Also we were horsemen
almost from birth,and that gives a man a kind of humble pride he
never loses. And one of our prides is to pay our debts,even those
debts of courtesy where no payment i8 required. '

I have written many speeches, but I have delivered
only one, my first and last. I spoke it on the occassion of
the award of the Nobel Prize for Literature.

' It i8 my pleasure, Siry to offer it to you and to
Mrg. Johnson with the respect and admiration of

T D PN ]/ o SERVICE SET
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AUTOGRAPH FILE/< #
PRESIDENT'S PERSONAL AUTOGRAPH FILE RECORD_

Date Mailed: - May 15, 1964
Item Autographed: White House Card
Autograph Album
Book

First Day Cover
Souvenir Program

(
(
(
(
(

i L L)

) Photograph of the President, furnished
by office
( ) Photograph of the President, furnished
by party being autographed for
( ) Photograph of President with someone
else
() Magazine Cover
() Newspaper Picture
Further description of photogra
if necessary: %5°1°r pﬁogb B

( ) Other

: : 2 . Johnson'
Inscription:'"To John Steinbeck = From his friend, andon B. Jo

For party other than one to whom addressed or delivered:

T
Sent or delivered to: Mr, John Steinbeck .
190 East 72nd Street Apt, 3

New York 21, New York . |

ehl
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Mz. Joha Steinbeck
Honorary Chairman
Village of Sag Harbor
Long Island

New York

To all who participate in the Old Whaler's Festival in
Sag Harbor, Long Island, I am plaaud to extend hearty greehngs
and warm wishes for an enjoyable celebration. -

I commend you all on your energy in preserving and
reviving one of the many célorful pageants which have enriched the
treasured heritage of our land. |

From 1760 when the first whaling expadition set out from -
your port till the death, in 1903, of the last of the whaling masters
Sag Harbor served as the only important whaling center outside New
Eagland. Throughout these years its inbabitants contributed gen-
-erously to the industry and culture of cur nation. | Today you pay
tributs through this Festival to their valiant feats. You enhance
in an effective way their lasting coantributions and bequeath on gen-
erations to come an exciting and picturesque legacy.

Best wishes to all the people of Sag Harbor for p'fosparity
and progresa in the years ahead.

LYNDCON B, JOHNSON

PR Unit and Mr. Reedy/Mr. Valenti LBJ:EH:MB

i £ -aé'l-n ‘ 1"“"‘5
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

&+ .

A LA
-\,': .

To all who participate in the Old Whaler's Festival
in Sag Harbor, Long Island, I am pleased to extend hearty greetings
and warm wishes for an enjoyable celepration.

I commend you all on yoﬁr energy in preserving and re-
viwving one of the many- mxch colorful pageants which have enriched
the treasured heritage of our land.

From 1760 whenthe first whaling expedition set out from
your gwedmt port till the death, in 1903, of the last of the
whaling masters Sag Harbor served as the only important
whaling center outside New England. Throughout these years its
inhabitants contributed generously to the industry and culture
of our nation, Yowwho {o ay‘,:a:rvtribute through this Festival

Onhsnzs
to their valiant feats,’-ea!hu::;; an effective way their lasting
contributions and bequeath on generations to come a n exciting
and i)icturesque legacy.

Best wishes to all the people of Saé Harbor for prosperity
and progress in the y;aa.rs ahead.

LBJ

SERVICE SET



THE WHITE HOUSE 1

WASHING rON

June 8, 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED HOLBORN

John Steinbeck has requested a Presidential message in connec-
tion with the celebration of the Old Whalers' Festival taking place
in Sag Harbor on Friday, June 12.

The Village is celebrating the day when Sag Harbor was a whaling
port - and was, I am told, one of the three great whaling ports

in the world. .The first custom house was located at Sag Harbor

in George Washington's day and the first port of entry into America
was located there.

I would greatly appreciate your preparing an appropriate message
for transmittal on Thursday evening to:
.M_‘___.__._._.ﬁ-__.._‘_,—-.—w-...,-,_u
Mr. John Steinbeck“\
Honorary Chairman
Village of\Sa& Harbor
y ot A
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November 10, 1964 2L W/PJE /
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My dear John:

-

How does one go about saying anything about this . i
election? It was all that we hoped for and more thanws - =t RY
thought we would get, There wers some areas where we ¥ o ]
would have hoped for more favor, but when the consensus
runs so strong in one's favor, ttllwrydxiﬂcmnoplckand LN
tug at emall discomfortt. , R

You have been marvelous - although that brief phrau '
really doesn't do justice to the warmth and support that waa
so unselfishly given.

Somae day soon when I am in New York, I hope to spend
an evening with you where we can go over the whole campaign
and have somea good fresh talk about what happened and why.
Your letters have baen a joy and so valuable to me pérsonally.
You are a good and wise man in a land and in a world whera
there are too few wise men and even fewer good ones.

Give my love to Elaine and my unshakeable friendship
to you.

Sincerely,

Jack Valentt
Special Assistant to the President

Mr. John Steinbeck
190 East §ownty~second Street
New York 21, N.Y.

\'\1(“\3
£ L UMY
JV:ny VAN W
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JOHN STEINBECK
190 East Seventy-second Street, New York 21, N. D.

9 OCTOBER 1964

DEAR JACK:

THE PROGRAM ON TV WAS VERY FINE. THE FULL SCRENE MADE IT VERY EFFECTIVE.
IT WAS MOSTG IMPRESSIVE. SITTING DOWN GAVE HIM A RELAXED FEELING.

YOU REMEMBER HOW I HAVE BEEN YAPPING ABOUT THAT. I PRESUME THAT HE

WAS USING A TELEPROMPTER BUT IT WAS NOT APPARENT. YOU MIGHT TELL HIM
THAT IF HE LOOKS DIRECTLY AT THE LENS OF THE CAMERA HE IS LOOKING

IN THE EYES OF EVERYONE WHO SEES HIM. HIS AUDIENCE IS THAT LENS.

I HOPE HE IS GOING TO DO SOME MORE OW THESE HIGH LEVEL THINGS.

I SEE BY THE PAPERS THIS MORNING THAT GOLDIE HAS DUSTED OFF
THAT THING WE USED ON NIXON IN THE LAST ELECTION,"WSULD YOU BUY

A USED CAR FROM DICK NIXON?2" NOW THE PAPER SAYS THE OLD BOY IS USING
THIS ON JOHNSON. I'VE THOUGHT OF A QUICK ANSWER . IT IS PROBABLY
FOR HHH. ™ IN 1960 YOU WOULDN'T BUY A USED CAR FROM DICK NIXON.

IN 1964 HE'S SELLING USED CANDIDATES. ANY TAKERS?"

I THINK THAT& THE MOST ENCOURAGING THING ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN
IS THAT AS THE CANDIDATES ARE EQUALLY EXPOSED TO PUBLIC VIEW, THE PEOPLE
IN THEIR WISDOM ARE MOVING TOWARD JOHNSON AND AWAY FROM BARRY'S BAITED
TRAP FOR THE UNTHINKING.

WHEN A MAN WHOSE MIDDLE NAME IS MORRIS FINDS IT NECESSARY TO
MAKE FUN OF A MAN WHOSE MIDDLE NAME IS HORATIO, THAT MAN LACKS CAMPAIGN
MATERIAL. '

GOLDWATER HAS SHOWED ONE BIT OF MAGNIFICENT RESTRAINT. HE HAS
NOT PROMISED TO GO TO VIETNAM RBRXRERR EVEN MILLER, WHOSE SENSE OF THE
RIDICULOUS IS EVIDENT IN HIS CANDIDACY, WOULD BE WORRIED ABOUT SUCH A PRO-
JECT.

DURING THE COLD HARD WINTER OF 1938 YOUNG BARRY GOLDWATER,
HAVING CORNERED THE MATCHES IN PHOENIX , ARIZONA, RAISED THE PRICE
SO THAT FORTY LITTLE MATCH GIRLS STARVED TO DEATH. IF HE DENIES THIS-
-— LET IT GO,

IT IS HARD TO SEE HOW A COUNTRY COULD BECOME SO GREAT THROUGH
ERRORS, SO RICH THROUGH SODUPIDITIES AND SO SOLVENT THROUGH THE CHICANERY
OF ITS LEADERS '

SOME YEARS AGO, THE MARX BROTHERS OWNED A PRIZE FIGHTER NAMED
CANVAS -BACK KELLY. THEY MADE A VERY NICE THING BY TAKING BETS AGAINST
HIM, AND ONCE, WHEN THROUGH SOME ACCIDENT, HE SEEMED TO BE WINNING,
HARPO LEAPED INTO THE RING BETWEEN ROJNDS AND NEARLY BEAT HIM TO
DEATH WITH A TOWEL. IN THE LIGHT OF THIS CAMPAIGN, IT WOULD BE IN TERES
TO KNOW HOW HONEST BILL MILLER IS PLACING HIS BETS AND AT WHAT ODDS..

SERVICE SET

IN GOLDWATER'S BED ROOM OUT SIDE OF PHOENIX THERE ARE THREE
BUTTONS BESIDE HIS BED. ONE SAYS,'"SURF'" THE NEXT '"BABBLING BROOK'" AND THE
THIRD READS " RAIN ON THE ROOF.'" THESE SOUND EFFECTS ARE ON TAPE AND IN
A DRY LDUNTRY THEY GIVE COMFORT TO THE HOUSE IOLDER. WOULD IT WORK FOR
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Dear John: $ TEI'NBF

My thanks to you and Elaine for all your labers
and loyalty and all your priyers.

I know more than you possibly realize how staunch
and spirited has been your support of me and what
I am trying to do. ©

Lady Bird and I send you and Elaine our warm
affections, ‘We like being with you both.

Sincerely,

X ‘
- Mr. John Steinbeck
190 East Seventy-Second Strset
New York 21, N, Y. p

LBJ:JV:ny -
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JOHN STEINBECK
190 East Seventy-second Street, New York 21, N. ),

NOVEMBER 12, 1964

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT:

ELAINE AND I SEND YOU OUR CONGRATULATIONS ON THE
HAPPY OUTCOME OF THE ELECTION. WE DEEPLY REALIZE THAT 1IN THIS WE
CONGRATULATE OURSELVES AND OUR COUNTRY. WE KNOW THAT YOUR ADMINISTRATION
WILL BE WISE AND WE PRAY THAT IT MAY ALSO BE FORTUNATE.

: WORDS AT THIS POINT HAVE A WAY OF TURNING POMPOUS,
BUT PLEASE DO KNOW THAT IN ADDITOON TO OUR RESPECT AND LOYALTY,
WE HOLD A FIERCELY PERSOMAL AFFECTION FOR YOU AND FOR BIRD, THAT
BOTH AS CITIZENS AND AS FRIENDS, WE ARE AT YOUR SERVICE,

YOU :

e STalrt

SERVICE SET
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& My dear John:

B

The days of the Inauguration are now over and
" while they are still fresh in my mind, I want
i you to know how much I appreciate all of your "
t : . _
L help. ' | ;
'\ Your counsel and your advice have been meaning- *. ‘
r fal and sensible. & . 4
ﬂ'wmééd/é Ck Ty
r ~ Lady Bird and I send to you and Elaine our : o oy
3 warmest best wishes. "
Sincerely.;.( _
: A
:
g -
X
1 24r. John Steinbeck
3 130 East Seventy-second Street
g New York 21, New York
LBJ:JV:ny
1
h
3
|
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March 26, 19658

Deayr John:

I underastand that the Coast Guard would
react favorably to a request to send a vessel to
Sag Harbor during the ;Old Whalers® Festival."

Just write Rear Adiniral Irvin J, Stephens,
United States Coast Guard, Commander Third :
Coast Guard District, Customs House, New York,
N.¥Y. They'll work with you from there.

Sending a ship won't substitute for the
President, but at least it helps your batting
average, my friend. a

~ Sincerely,

Jacy |

Jack Valenti
Special Asaistant to the President

Mr. John,Steinbeck
190 East Seventy-second Street
New York 21, New York
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MR, VALENTI

Coast Guard is under Treasury., I
checked with Carswell, He'll be back in

touch.,

pb
3/25/65

SERVICE SET



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 24, 1965

MR, PRESIDENT:

John Steinbeck invites you again this year to attend the Sag
Harbor (Su.ffc;lk County, New York) "Old Whalers®' Festival"

on June 11-13, On the assumption that you will not be able

to go he further asks that you use your good office to commend _

to the Navy or the Coast Guard a visit by the Coast Guard

training ship Eagle (a four-masted square rigged sailing ship

-

based across the sound at New London)'or if the Eagle is on
By

cruise, some other important Coast Guard ship and complement --

to demonstrate their methods of aid, rescue and whatever other
functions which can be exhibited.
Do you want me to inquire about the chances of arranging some-
thinglike this for V. Sfeinbeck?

Yes . No

Jack Valenti

Ty

SERVICE SEFt



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 23, 1965 ' I

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, DONALD I, LAMONT ' i

On June 11, 12, and 13 the Village of Sag Harbor in Suffolk County,
New York, will celebrate the Old Whalers! Festival, As part of

this year's festivities, I have been asked to find out what the chances
are to have a visit by the Coast Guard Training Ship Eagle which is
based at New London right across Long Island Sound. If Eagle

is away on cruise, they would like some important Coast Guard

ship and complement to anchor in the harbor -- to demonstrate their
methods of aid, rescue and whatever other functions are possible to
exhibit. If such a ship could accept visitors, Sag Harbor would see
to the carriage of such visitors to and from the anchorage.

ay ve r Dgecommendadt d c on the above
est?

.

A e N

k Valenti
Special Assistant to the President

SERVICE SET
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JOHN STEINBECK - o
190 East Seventy-second Street, New York 21, N. .

MARCH 12, 1965
DEAR JACK:
THANK YOU FOR YOUR VERY KIND LETTER OF RECENT DATE. 1 UNDERSTAND
YOUR CRY OF PAIN, AND I MUST ASK YOU TO REMEMBER THAT THE LAWS OF
SELF PRESERVATION WHICH HAVE JURISDICTION OVER BUGS AND LIZARDS
AND TIGERS AND POLITICIANS ALSO OBTAIN IM THE CASE OF PRESIDENTIAL
ASSISTANTS. YOU MAY NOT BELIEVE THIS BUT IT IS SO. THERE IS NO
LAW REQUIRING YOU TO KILL YOURSELF. THINK OF THIS NOW AND THEN,
WHAT FOLLOWS IS A MATTER OF SAMDNESS TO ME

e I HAVE PROTESTED AD NAUSEUM THAT I WANT NOTHING OF THIS
ADM INISTRATION BUT GOOD GOVERNMENT. AND THIS I HAVE MEANT. HOWEVER,
MY FELLOW TOWNSMEN ARE BOUND BY NO SUCH FEELING OR CONSIDERATION
AND THEY HAVE PUT THE ARM ON ME. PLEASE BELIEVE THAT I HAVE NO DESIRE TO
IMPRESS THEM OR ANYONE ELSE, BUT I AM BOUND BY A KIND OF VILLAGE ALLEGIANCI
TO CONVEY THEIR MISERABLE REQUEST, BUT HAVENG CONVEYED 1T, I HAVE
DONE MY DUTY.

PERHAPS YOU WILL REMEMBER THAT THE PROUD HAMLET OF SAG HARBOR,
IN MEMORY OF THEIR GLORIOUS WHALING ANCESTORS AND TO TURN AN HOMEST BUCK
FOR VILLAGE IMPROVEMENT, CELEBRATE "OLD WHALERS' FESTIVAL ON JUNE
11TH, 12TH AND 13TH. LAST YEAR WHEN I WAS KDGH—SOB)HONORARY CHAIRMAN,
I INVITED THE PRESIDENT TO ATTEND THIS AFFAIR AND ALTHOUGH HE WAS
NOT ABLE TO ACCEPT, HE VERY GRACIOUSLY SENT GREETINGS TO SAG HARBOR,
WHICH JOYED THEIR HEARTS AND PYRAMIDDED THEIR PRIDE. THIS YEAR, THEY WOULD
AGAIN LIKE TO INVITE HIM TO ATTEND AND THEY HAVE ASKED ME TO SNEAK IN
THE INVITATION. I KNOW FULL WELL THAT THE CHANCE OF HIS ACCEPTING
IS REMOTE TO THE VANISHING POINT, AND SO DO THEY. IT IS TRUE THAT
CERTAIN STATESMEN(C I THINK OF CHURCHILL IMN THIS CONNECTION) HAVE FOUND
THAT IF THEY HAVE SOMETHING OF WIDE IMPORTANCE TO SAY, THAT ITS SAYING
IN A SMALL AND UNIMPORTANT TOWN OR HAMLET HAS A WAY OF GIVING IT
A CURRENCY IT WOULD NOT GET UNDER THE USUAL GOVERNMENT CIRCLE CIRCUMSTANCES.
MAY 1 THEN INVITE THE PRESIDENT TO ATTEND THE OLD WHALERS FESTIVAL
AT SAG HARBOR ON ANY PART OF THE TIME MENTIONED ABAVE? THIS SNEAKY KIND
OF APPROACH OBVIATES A PUBLIC REFUSAL,

BUT MY DARLING NEIGHBORS ARE NOT WITHOUT INVENTION. THEY HAVE
ASKED ME TO ASK YOU TO ASK HIM IF HE COULD USE HIS GOOD OFFICES AS
COMMANDER IN CHIEF TO RECOMMEND TO THE NAVY OR THE COAST GUARD THE
VISIT TO OUR PORT OF SOME KIND OF EQUIPMENT OF GENERAL PUBLIC INTEREST.
WHAT THEY WOULD LIKE ABOVE ALL IS A VISIT BY THE COAST GUARD TRAINING
SHIP EAGLE. SHE IS A FOUR MASTED SQUARE RIGGED SAILING SHIP OF
GREAT BEAUTY AND DIGNITY AND SHE IS BASED AT NEW LONDON RIGHT ACROSS
LONG ISLAND SOUND.. IF EAGLE IS AWAY ON CRUISE, THEY WOULD LIKE SOME
IMPORTANT COAST GUARD SHIP AND COMPLEMENT TO ANCHOR IN OUR HARBOR,
THERE TO DEMONSTRATE TO OUR PEOPLE THEIR METHODS OF AID, RESCUE
AND WHAT EVER OTHER FUKCTIONS ARE POSSIBLE TO EXHIBIT. IF SUCH A SHIP
OR SAY SOME NAVY BOTTOM COULD ACCEPT VISITORE, SAG HARBOR WOULD
SEE TO THE CARRIAGE OF SUCH VISITORS TO AND FROM THE ANCHORAGE.

SERVICE SET



AND I WOULDN'T PUT IT PAST THE RABBITS TO CHARGE A SMALL FEE FOR SUCH
FERRYING TO B3E PUT TO A GOOD AND PUBLIC CAUSE. :

YOU SEE, SIR, SAG HARBOR LOVES ITS ANCIENT GLORY AS ONE OF THREE
GREAT WHALING PORTS OF THE WCRLD UNTIL THAT RASCAL PETROLEUM WAS
DISCOVERED AND THE LAMPS OF THE WORLD CHANGED THEIR FUEL. THEY FEEL
THAT THEY ARE SEA GOING PEOPLE AND , DO YOU KNOW, THEY ARE.

ANYTHING THE PRESIDENT COULD DO IN THIS MATTER WOULD BE GREATLY
APPRECIATED. OUR TOWN AND OUR COUNTY (SUFFOLK)HENT DEMOCRATIC IN
THE LAST ELECTION FOR THE FIRST TIME IN ITS HISTORY AND SOME RECOGMNITION
WOULD BE IMPORTANT IM CEMENTING LOYALTIES FOR THE FUTURE.

I WOULD BE GLAD IF YOU COULD BRING THIS TO THE PRESIDENT'S ATTENT
IF HE VIANTS NO PART OF IT, I WILL STILL HAVE DONE MY DUTY TO MY VILLAGE.
QUITE PRIVATELY , I THINK A LITTLE ACTIVITY AMONG THE NORTHERN VOTERS
MIGHT DO MUCH TO BALANCE BOTH THE TEXASNESS AND THE CIVIL RIGHTMESS
WHICH IS THE PRESENT PREOCCUPATION OF AMERICANS. AND ALSO IT SEEMS
TO ME THAT DEMOMSTRATION OF OUR SEA GOING EQUIPMENT IN ITS USEFUL AND
HUMANITARIAN ASPECTS MIGHT BE OF VALUE AS A BALANCE TO THE GREY
DREADFULNESS OF OUR WEAPONRY. MAY I HEAR FROM YOU IN THIS MATTER
AT YOUR CONVENIENCE, JACK? IF ALL SIGMALS ARE NO, I WILL HAVE LOST
-NOTHING, BUT IT WOULD BE PLEASANT TO ME IF SOMETHING COULD BE DONE
FOR MY TOWN, PARTICULARLY IF IT DIDN'T COST ANYTHING BUT GOOD WILL.

NOW BACK TO OUR OLD STANDING OF PRIVATE OBSERRATION AND

SUGGESTION., THE CIVIL RIGHTS DELEMMA IS DREADFUL. BUT I DO HAVE THE
GALL TO SUGGEST, OUT OF EXPERIEMCE AS A POLICE REPORTER, THAT WHEN YOU WAN’
TO BREAK UP A GANG, YOU DON'T HIT THE MUGS. YOU GO FOR THE LEADERS.

THOSE USED CAR BOYS WOULD NOT HAVE KILLED THE PREACHER IF THEY DIDN'T

FEEL THEY HAD THE ENCOURAGEMENT AND EVEN THE MANDATE OF THEIR

STATE GOVERMNMENT. WALLACE IS THE MAN TO GO AFTER BUT NOT ON SOME CHICKEN
DIRT CHARGE OF PIGGY BANK ROBBING. WALLACE IS , IN FACT THE MURDERER

SINCE IT COULDN'T HAVE HAPPENED WITHOUT HIM. IF NOT MURDER, THEN A CHARGI
OF TREASON, INCITING TO RIOT AND TAKING HIS STATE OURSIDE THE

LAWS OF THE UNION ARE REASONABLE CHARGES, WHETHER FEASIBLE OR MNOT.
WE FOUGHT A WAR ONCE FOR JUST SUCH FUTSING WITH THE COHESIVENESS OF THE
UNION. YOU MIGHT BUY WALLACE BUT YOU COULD NEVER TRUST HIM. AND IF HE
COULD BE DESTROYED, THE LITTLE FISHES IN THE TIN HATS WOULD SOOMN FIND

THAT THEY ARE NOT REALLY POPULAR. OUTSIDE OF THE SPECTACULAR CHARGE
AGAIMST WALLACE, THE BEST WAY TO BRIMNG HIM DOWN WOULD BE TO ALIGN
THE BUSIMNESS COMMUNITY AGAINST HIM. THEY ARE THE ONLY REALLY RESPONSIBLE
CITIZENS AND MUST BE BECAUSE THEIR LIVINGS AND THEIR PROFITS ARE INVOLVED.
IF THEY CAN BE CONVINCED THAT WALLACE IS LOSING THEM MONEY, THEY WILL
BE THE FIRST TO TEAR HIM DOWN., BUT OME MUST ALWAYS HIT FOR THE TOP
NOT FOR THE BOTTOM. YOU CAN'T BLAME THE SHERﬂlH% AMD SUCH IN THE MATTER OF
NEGRO VOTING BECAUSE THEY KNOW DAMN WELL THAT IF THE MEGROS COULD VOTE
THE CLARKS AND LINGOS COULDN'T EVEN BE ELECTED AS DOG-CATCHERS.

SERVICE SET

THAT 'S ALL FOR NOW. JACK. I SHALL HAVE SOMF MORF RITS AMD
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March 27, 1965

| "' Dear John:
o
1 Thousands of letters have come to me since

my speech to the Congress. But none touched
me or affscted me to the degree yours did,

Thank you, my dear {riend. Thank you for
your trust and your affection.

Sincerely,

3 o seoraadH
LiooE B. d- 80 1
r-: . : i :
1 \‘ \.IT
| e
Mzx. John Steinbeck , p t
i 190 East gevanty-sacond Street |
New York 21, New York \;
L
‘ i S
*_ LBJ:JV:imw
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JOHN STEINBECK
190 East Seventy-second Street, New York 21, N. .

MARCH 17, 1965

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT!:
SOME TIME BEFORE ELECTION, WE WERE DISCUSSING THE
PRESIDENTS I HAD MET OR KNOWN. SUDDENLY YOU ASKED BLUNTLY,
"WHICH ONE WAS THE GREATEST PRESIDENT YOU HAVE KNOWN?"
I THINK I REPLIED,"YOU ARE, SIR--- SO FAR."

PERMIT ME MNOW, SIR TO REVISE THAT STATEMENT BY
DELETING THE LAST TWO WORDS LEAVING, "YOU ARE , SIR."

ALWAYS THERE HAVE BEEN MEN WHO HAD CONTEMPT FOR THE
"WORD" ALTHOUGH WORDS HAVE SURVIVED BETTER THAN ANY OTHER MAN MADE THINGS.
ST. JOHN SAYS, "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD"
WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED USING A WEAPON, SOME ONE IS DEAD OR INJURED,
BUT THE PRODUCT OF THE WORD CAN BE LIFE AND HOPE AND SURVIVAL.
ALL OF THE GREATNESS OF QOUR SPECIES RESTS ON WORDS--- SOCRATES
TO HIS JUDGES--- THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT, THE INTRODUCTION TO THE
WYCLIFFE BIBLE, LATER TAKEN ?Y LINCOLN FOR THE GETTYSBURG ADDRESS.
AND ALL OF THESE GREAT AMD IRETRIEVABLE WORDS HAVE THE BRAVERY OF FEAR
AND HOPE IN THEM. THERE MUST HAVE BEEN A FIERCE BUT HOLLOW FEELING
IN THE MEMBERS OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS WHEN THE CLERK FIRST READ
THE WORDS "WHEN IN THE COURSE OF HUMAN EVENTS--" LINCOLN MUST HAVE
DWELT WITH LONELINESS WHEN HE WROTE THE ORDER OF MOBILIZATION.

Lol

IN OUR H ISTORY THERE HAVE BEEN NOT MORE THAN FIVE OR
SIX MOMENTS WHEN THE WORD AND THE DETERMINATION MAPPED THE COURSE
OF THE FUTURE. SUCH A MOMENT WAS YOUR SPEECH, SIR , TO THE CONGRESS
TWO NIGHTS AGO. OUR PEOPLE WILL BE LIVING BY PHRASES FROM THAT
SPEECH WHEN ALL THE CONCRETE AND STEEL HAVE LONG BEEN DISPLACED OR
DESTROYED. IT WAS A TIME OF NO TURNING BACK, AND IN MY MIND AS WELL
AS IN MANY OTHERS, YOU HAVE PLACED YOUR NAME AMONG THE GREAT ONES OF HISTO

I KNOW OF COURSE THAT IT WILL TAKE TIME, LOTS OF TIME
TO CARRY OUT THE INTENTION OF YOUR SPEECH, BUT, JUST AS A SHIP CANNOT
BE BUILT UNTIL THE KEEL IS LAID, SO NO HUMAN ACTION CA¥N BEGIN BEFORE
ITS PURPOSE IS CLEARLY AND UNEQUIVOCALLY STATED, AND THAT YOU HAVE DONE.

AND I TAKE GREAT PRIDE IN THE FACT THAT YOU ARE

YRUR IMN ADMIRAT LON a—————y
/,L'sa... ool
11

P.S. I AM ADDING SOME PAGES TO THIS, LEAVING IT TO JACK VARENTI TO KNOW
WHETHER YOU HAVE TIME FOR THEM OR WHETHER THEY WILL INTEREST YOU.

MY PRESIDENT.

SERVICE SET
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Jack Patton of the Salinas CALIFORNIAN is
an ardent =mf admirer of the President AND
John Steinbeck,

Patton is the moving spirit behind a major
civic projsct in Sq.linas -~ a hometown
exhib of thalworks of Steinbeck and other
artifacts relating to the author,

He would deeply appreciate it if tho‘
President inecribed the attaché.d Dem,
Convention program on page 94, starting

of the article about the President,

Patton asks that the President Mautograph it
to Steinbeck, " .

You can either twrn over the finished product
to me, but I know Jack would be thrilled if
mailed direct by the White House: Jack Patton,

Salinas CALIFORNIAN, Alisal & Church Streets,

24, o9 SAun CaLIF TTtAv kg
" Box 109, SALINAS, CALLE i, By

SERVICE SET



April 8, 1965

Dear Mr. Patton:

P
Merriman Smith told us of your admiration
for President Johnson aad Joha Steinbeck.

Enclosed is the copy of the Democratic
National Convention program which the
President has autographed to Joha Steinbeck
as you requested.

Sincerely,

George E. Reedy
Press Secretary
to the President

X
Mr. Jack Patton

Salinas CALIFORNIAN
Alisal and Church Streets
P. O. Box 1091

Salinas, California

gER:WDT:mcc

*

Program inscribed; Best wishes to John ;S‘teinbeck, Lyndon B Johnson

SERVICE SE
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June 21, 1965

Dear Johm

Jack Valenti was thoughtful enough to let
me read your letter to him.

As usual, I find your judgment wise and

“your sentiments warm, and I am mighty
glad that your voice and your pen are
always working actively in behal{ of your
country.

Sincerely,
LYNDO (. B.
-

P

Mr. John Steinbeck
190 East 72nd Street
New York 21, New York
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 21, 1965
5:30 p.m. Monday

Mr. President:

Here is a typed copy of a letter
that John Steinbeck wrote to me,

I think that you would enjoy reading
it because of what he has to say
about the Arts Festival and his
feelings about you.

Jack Valenti

SERVICE SET



Sag Harbor, N.Y.
June 15, 1965

Dear Jack:

I have two things to put in your capable but busy hands, and I
know you will do what is right with both of them.

First, my thanks and Sag Harbor's thanks for the Coast Guard!'s
help with our little Festival which isn't so little, Admiral
Stevens was more than cooperative. He sent several craft and
came himself, Crowds visited the ships and I'm sure people
got an idea of the service they never had before. His officers
were good men and I think they all had a good time as well as
giving one. As a result of this visit it looks as though our town.
will get one of the light ships which are being removed from the
service - here to serve as a Marine Museum. In a very short
time, people will not remember what a light ship was like.

I understand that soon Admiral Stevens of the 3rd district comes
up for promotion to C in the Coast Guard. IfI could say or do any-
thing to that end, I would consider it a privilege. An extremely
good man as the Department must know better than I,

Next -

When I sent regrets in the matter of the recent Arts Festival at the
White House, Lowell had not sounded off. I want to make it very
plain that my absence had nothing to do with foreign policy. I see
no reason why he couldn't differ and still attend. I felt that he used
his refusal to some extent as a focus of publicity.

No, it is just that I don't want to stand out front. I'm not a social
artist if I am an artist at all. Writing is my trade, my profession
and my obsession and it doesn't go with public appearances which

I never make.

Of course I don't like our troops in Viet Nam or the Dominican
Republic and I believe the President hates it worse than I do, They

act as though he were playing a parlour game for his pleasure. But

I have seen the effect on him of casualties and I know.

|
|
|
|
SERVICE SET|
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I have always felt that government should have as little as possible

to do with art, the fear being that it would lay down rules and opinions.
Now it seems that there is a second reason. The artists, so called,
given a chance or a foot in the door, seem to instruct government.

I guess no one has given more advice to Presidents and candidates
than I have, some good and some bad but all private. It does seem

to me that this performance in Washington, whether so designed

or not, has the effect of giving aid and comfort to the enemy by in-
dicating division at home - which just isn't so except in decibels. I'm
glad I wasn't there. I'm afraid I would have been in a fight. It seems
to me that in times of stress, we should differ privately. I favor the
public and foreign portion of ""My country may she always be right,
but right or wrong...my country.'" We could use some of that senti-
ment now. I admire some of the guests but I am very glad they are
not President,

This doesn't mean I go along with everything but I do think this last
was an unfortunate choice of time and place.

Please make sure that the boss knows my sentiments in this matter.
I would hate him to think I ran out on him. I wish I knew something
else he could do and I'll bet he does too.

I could write a whole essay on why I think that was a bad show. But
I'11 limit it to this,

So long.

John

SEFIVICESElj
|
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?}-c'é"" My dear John: 3

caat' Today I came hame from the hospital, God has been ,

& most generous to me for I have come through what is :

at best a cheerless experience with the prospect that
1 will be totally fit again very soon.

Your special gift of kindness was never more visibly - 3
evident than when I found the ancient talisman that : '
you left with me at the last White House Dirner, I
arn 8o grateful to you not only for this expression of
friendship but for your prayers which found a welcome .3
reception with a Higher Authority. _

Lady Bird and I lock forwaxrd to being with you and
Elaine one day soon,

Sincerely,

Mr, J ohnﬁStainbeck / i
Box 1017 ' : /ﬁ i’ p 2
Sag Harbor, Long Island s, e :
New York 4‘""*‘:’ N
v 3
. oW ’ o
N g
LBJ:JV:ny | fﬁ%;&% -
[ REDEITED
: NOV 3 1965
" CEXTRIL FILES
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JOHN STEINBECK
190 East Seventy-second Street, New York, N. Y. 10021

Sh\ “m lw—v
€ Oclibun 79¢5—

Pie . Prconitiios ¥y -
Pl B . o gy At
P cm_(_.._.] 0J4u7u.J ClarardA _
| ém raiet bund T --MIA-‘%",M
T\ el " Ma-"« > B,

’

-au-u.

o

f..CSm)

SERVICE SET



July 30, 1965 Wﬁ(/‘/' Y,
PrRY/s7rs2
Sié//\/ér C.‘A{/! é‘-"/'mm'c
My dear John: ' CaM/? MD##;;-/

It is I who should be grateful to you for your company
and your counsel and your friendship,

1 was greatly pleased that you could be with me when
I went to Iliinoie to bid goodbye to one of the great
Americans of our times,

Please, if it isn't a discomfort for you, continue send-
ing me whenever you think it appropriate your ideas
and your suggestions. They are always imaginative
and they are always welcomse, :

Sincerely,

P

TYNDON B. d CITSON

Mr, John Steinbeck
Box 10171

Sag Harbor

Long Island, New York
LBJ:JV:ny
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JOHN STEINBECK * Box 1017, Sag Harbor, Long Jsland, New York
22July, 1965

Dear Mr. President and Mrs. Johnson:

Elaine and I want to thank
you, not only for your courtesy and hospitality at Camp David
last week end, but your discernment in knowing how much it
would mean to us to go to Adlati's funeral. This was a great man.
We loved him , and he was our friend. Because of my passion for
a kind of anonymity, this was not generally known,but you
perceived itperhaps because of a similar and to us very dear
relationship with your family. We are deeply grateful to you
for making this possible. Beyond this, we treasure the insights you
give us into your character and your impulses, which must proceed
from a kind of trust which we will do anything in our power to
deserve. I hope you know how much we are with you and for you.

I am aware enoughof history and
of events to know that the times are more dangerous perhaps than
any our nation has ever faced. I do feel how your smallest decision
affects the future of the nation and the world. It is only natural
then for any man to want to help no matter how ill equipped he
may be.

During Governor Stevenson's
two campaigns , he used to say jokingly that I was in charge of
keeping him off balance. It was surely a joke because that
was never my intention. And if occassionally I do send observations
and suggestions through Jack Valenti, (whom you will remember you
appointed as special assistant in charge of me,) it is only because
I think an unpressured observation may be of some value, at least
as a matter of contrast. And sometimes even laughter has value.
I trust Jack to edit out any observations of mine which are
valueless or stupid. With this safety valve in operation, I will
continue to send them through until I am requested not to.

Again, our gratitude and
a reaffirmation of our respect and our love for you and for your

-yours,

,/CL;{ ‘E;(:Tluq {;¢¢,C:~
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T | EXECUTIVE
ANY T MEMORANDUM - 2., 5 &
AP , A
s THE WHITE HOUSE
b g X o WASHINGTON
Voo - \‘:"
\ 3 7 -

October 30, 1965

MR, PRESIDENT:

John Steinbeck has just finished the book he was working on, called:
AMERICA AND THE AMERICANS, a kind of dispassionate, yet
loving look at his land.

Attached is one of the chapters ~- on morality, Steinbeck asked
me to read it -~ and if I thought it appropriate to send it on to the
President,

I suggest you may want to read it -~ the prose is pure Steinbeck,

pungent, simple, the old, short words that you like so very much,
His theme, is, alas, all too true and sad, though he does offer some

slim optimism at the end. Sﬂfe/‘/\féec{

%5
You may want to consider having John and Elaine’ down for a weekend.
They are now back in New York after spending the summer at Sag
Harbor.
Other suggested fun guests for you:

Frederic szia.rch and his wife.

Gregory -'?QCk and his wife.

Jack Valenti

Rﬁ‘ © oL \‘4 U
%ﬂh\.ﬂ"ﬁ

-

Nothing else gent to
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as hypnotic drugs, the rise of narrow, ugly‘and vengeful cults

of all kinds, the distrust and revolt against all authority,

political, feligious or military, the awful and universal

gense of apprehension and even ta:ror and thls in a time of

¢ plenty such as has never.béenﬁkﬁown - I think all of these
are Faniréstatinng of one single cause. . _

Perhaps ws willl have to inspect mankind as a specles, not
with our usual awe at hoﬁ'vonﬁerful wo aré but with the cool
and neutral attitude we save for all things save ourselves.

Man is indead wondéfful and perhaps his gaudiest achisvement
has been to swurvive his paradoxes. He ig not a herd animsl

. nor.haaﬁha'any of the Built in rules which permit the ruminants
to graze and mate and survive together, reserving their fear
and their ferocity for ﬁrotectipn against foreign apeEiaa.

Mankind seems more nearly related to the predators, possessive,
acqulsltive, fsarful and aggrassivel He 1s omniverous, can |
and will.eét anything living or daad; two endowments shared
by the cbckroach and the comon rat. He 13 sggresasively
‘individual and yet he swarms and goes to hive in the nolse and
discOmrort_of his tenémnnta and closo—packed citiaa. Once
when‘enamiea-roamad_ the open, there was a reason for thrbnglné :

in caves and castle courtyards, but_with thase_déhgers removed
he is drawn to packed subways, crowdad.streats, howling traffic
and penal quarters in'apartmant houses. And in America, thia

human tendency seems to be increasing. The small towns grow

XEROX FROM QUICK COPY " SERVICESET
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smaller so that men and women can breathe poisoned alr, walk
fearfully through streets where vioienca does not even walt
for darkness. We are afraid to be alone and afraid to bs
together. What has happened to us? SOmathigg deep énd
controlling and necessary.

I'm not going preach about any good old days- By our
standards of comfort they were pretty awful. What did they
havb then that we are losing or have lost?

Well, for one thing they had rules -- rules concerning life,

- 1imb and prbperty, rules governing deportmant, manners, .

conduct, and finally they had rulea defining édishonesty,

dishonor,lmisconduct and crime. The rﬁles-wereLndt“hlwayﬁ'”

obeyed but they were believed in and a breaking of the rules

~ was savagely punished.

Because of our predatory nature, the ﬁivé or tha hord were

alwaya beyond us but tha pack and the crowd were open to us.

When two humans get together rules are required to koep then |
from gtripping or killing each other. Thess rules are aimply
pragmatic brakes on'oﬁr'loaa than fratornal instincts. Eariy.
on to make ths rulas errectiva they were put out as the commands
of a God apd tharefora not- open to quaation. By this means,

it was simple for cbedlence to the rules to equate with

virtue or good, and ﬁisobodienca to be bad or evil. Since

80 many of our instincts lead to rape, rapine, mayhem and

plunder, 1t was necessary not only to puﬁch-the bad, or

ROM QUICK COPY - P
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natural, but to reward.tha good people who lived by the rule§
1n peaca and safety., Since it was impractical to make these
rewards in phyaical form, more anﬁ more of the payments were
put over into a future life. _

In many of our actlvities, opposites in the world of rules

placad in juxtaposition one to another. It 1s said that

the convict and the keeper are more alikethan thay are
difforent; that cop‘and robber are skin broﬁherg. All -armles,
regardless of their.ﬁiasions, carry death and destruction |

in their hands, end this -1s so frightening to us that the rules

» _ we make_ for. armlies are..rigid beyond alJFothar3, wh£1é'pun1shmant

for infringsment is immediate and savage. In this way we
show our awareness of the dark danger lurking in us alwayse.
Over the-millennia most of us have 1eérnéd to obey the rulas-
or suffer punishment ror‘braak;ng them. Buﬁ.most 1mpor£ant‘-_
evan.the rule breaker knew it was wrong and tha-éﬁher right.
The rules were understood and accapted by everyone.
A% intervals in our history, through unperceived changes
usually ecqépmic, the rules and the enforcing agents havs
come a cropper. Inavitﬁbly the result has'baen‘a'ﬁild anﬁ
terrible.self—destructive binge, a drunken ho;rérlaf.the spirit
glving rise to the unspeakable antics of crazy chlldren. And

this dark maze mania has continued until rules wers reapplied,
_regritton or reenforced. |
XEROX FROM QUICK COPY
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In the light of this human background with its éxplésiva
poténtial, let us explore some of our prosent attitudes and
activifiea._

' bnce Adlai.stevenson, speaking of a politiclan of particularly
rancid practices, said, "If he were a bad man, i wouldn't

be so afraild of him. But this man has no principles. He
doesn't krow the differapcé.“ o .
| Could this be our dirficulfy, that gradually we are losing

our sbility to tell the difference?

The rulss fall away in chunks gn& in the vacant place we
have a genérality: "It's all right Beéauaé everybody does it."
_ This 1s balanced with another cry of. cowardice. ~In ﬁhé N
face of inequity, dishonssty in government, or downright plunderir
the word is "Go fight City Halli™ The emphasis is of course
that you can't win. And yat ln other ti&ea'we did fight
' Citj Hall and often we won. | |
Izha Ameriban.haé nevér been a perfect 1n3truﬁenp but at on;'
time he had or had a raputﬁtioﬁ for galiantry, ﬁhich, to my
m%nd'is a sweet and priceless quality. It must étill exist
but 1t 1s b;ptted out ﬂf the dust cloud of-self-pity. The
last clear stétement-or.galianﬁry in my experience I hearé
in a reciﬁivist state prison, a place of two~£1me loaefs,-

all lifers. 1In the yard an old and-hopeless convict seld as
follows: "The kids come up and they bawl how they wasn't

guilty or how thoy was framed or how it was their mothers!
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fault or their father wﬁs a drunk. Us old :boﬁﬂ try to tell
‘em ~- 'Kid, for Cgriae sake do your own time and let us do
ours.m | ' _
| And.in the presént cliﬁate of whining salr-pify, of practiced
sickness, of profbasional.goldbricking, of screaming charges
_ about whose fault 1t 1s, one hears of very few who do their
own tima, who take their rap and don't apfead it around. 'It'
is es though the quality of responsibility ‘had atrophied.

It 1s hard to cr@ticiza the people one loves. I knew this
would be s ﬁainful thing to write. But I am fer from alone
in my woffy. Hy mail 1s full of it -~ letters of anxieéy.
The newspapsrs splash so much of 1t that perhaps wélhave -
s topped gaaing.. How 1s one tq communicate this sadnsss?
A sinlle occurs to mq_again and again. Our nationallne;vousnaas
reminds me of some thing =-- somethlng aiusiva. |

Americans, very many of them, are obsessed with;tenaioﬁa;
Nerves are drewn tanée'and twanging. Ewmotions boil up‘and
splll over into violence largely in msaningleaa.orznnatural‘
direotiona. In the citles people scream with rage at on;
anothar, taking out thsir unease on the first observablo
target. The huge reservoir of the anger of frustration 13
-rull to burating. The cab driver, bus or truck driver,
pressad ﬁith traffic_and confusion, denounces Negroes and Puerto

Ricans unless he 1s a Negro or a Puerto Rican. Negroes buprn

up with a hateful flame. A line has formed for the couches
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of the psychoanalysts by people wound so tight that the mainspring
has snapped and they deliver their-poiaons in symbollc capsules
to the doctar. The lagal and criminal dlstribution of sleeping
pills and pep pills 1s astronomical, the first opening escape -
into sleep and the second access to a false personality,
biochomical costume 1in which to strut. Kicks 1ncreaaingly
taka tha place of satisfaction. or love, only the word,bent
and hastardized remains. |
Tt does .rémind me of something. Have you ever seen a kennsl |

of beautiful, highly bred and tr;ined and specialized bird
dogs? And have you seen those same dogs-whsn they ere no
longer usegd? In a sho;t time thelr 8;1113 and certainties

and usefulnossHQ; gone. They beooma quarrelsome, fat, 1azy;
cooardiy, dioty ahd utterly disrePutabie and worthless, and
-all because thair purpose is gone and wlth 1t the rules and
diac'ipune that made ‘them boaﬁtiml and good. |

ia that what we are boooming, a natlonal konnel of animala

'wlth no purpose and no direction? For a million ysars we

had a purpose -~ simple survival -- tha finding, planting,
-gathering or killing of food to keep us alivo, of sholter

to prevent. our rreezing. This was a strong incentive. Add

to it oerensp asgalnst all kinds of enemles and you have

our speciea' historys But now oe have food and shalter.and

transportaion and the more tefriblo hazard of leisure, I

strongly suspect that our morul hnd apiritual diaintegration

grows out of our lack of oxporienoe with

Kokl ghit vf JntEyeur L SERVICE SET


https://shelt.er
https://b~oonrl.ng

L]

Once, in a novel, I wrote about a woman who sald she didn't
want a lot of money. She wanted Just enough. To which her
busband replied that just enough doesn't exist. There 1s
no money or not enough morsy. A b;llionaire atili hasn?'t
snough monsy. .

But we are also polsoned with things. Hgving meny things
seems to oreate a desire for more ﬁhiﬁgs, more c¢lothes,
houses, automobiles. Think of the pure horror of our Christmaseé
when our children tear open package after package and when
the floor 1s heaéad with wrappings and presents, say -- "Is

that all?" Acd two days after, the smashed and sbandoned

"things" are added to our nationel trash pile, and perhaps-the
éhild, having got in.frouble, explajins, "I dldn't have
anythinglto do." Ané he means exacatly ﬁhat.-- nothing to do,
nowhere to go, no direction, no purposa; and worst of all no
needs. Wants he has, yes, but for more bright and breskable
Wehdses.® Wo are trapped End sataneied AW things . .

In my great gréndmother's time thingswere important. I lmony,
because I have read her will and the things she found important
.enough to bgqueath by legal instrument we would havé-thrown
away -- such things as four pewter spoons, one broken in the
handlé, ‘the square of black cotton lace . I ﬂad from Grandmama
the 11ttie box of leaves from the Mbunt of Qlives,-a samall

bowl carved from one plece of onyx and beautiful to 8o0e, twelve

books and eight sheets of music. These were valuable thingse.

XERGX FROM GUICK COPY
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It is probable that the want of things and the need of
things have been the two greatest stimulants toward the
change.and qoﬁplication we call progress. And surely we
anaricaps, rost of ust starting with nothing,-have contributed
our share of wanting. Wanting 1s probably a valuable human
trait; It is the means of getting that can be daﬁgeroua.

It's a rare morning when our newspapers do not report |
bribery, malfeasance and many other forms of cheating on the.
part of the public Bfficials who hsgve used the authority
vested in their poslitions for ﬁeraonal éain. Of_coursa we
don't hesr of the honest men, but the danger lies not in the
miscrsants but in our attitude toward them. Inéreasingly-wé
lose our feeling of wrong. Huge corporations are convicted
of pricelfixing and apparently the only shame 1s in being
caught. ;t 1s a kind of a game. On the other hand, these
same éorpofations, if Senate testimony is correct, offer

_b_ribes-'to ssnbesy o ok corporations, install listening
-Idevices and use all manner éf spying methods against each
other. I am not dwallipg on these clandestine practices as
wrong but_as”impractical; ‘Businesses must not only watch'
rivals but must cbpatantly spy on their own-peSpie to forestall
tréachary; And this 1s regarded as normals. Actually the use
of botp espidnaga‘and 8écuritj in business is unworkable,
exp?nsive, and diagnostic of the collapse of the whole system,

for any system which cannot trust its own people is in deep

trouble.  XEROX FROM Qui.K COPY - SERVICE SET
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When students cheat in examinations, it may be bad for
them as individuals but‘ for the commnity 1t means that the
graduate is traveling on false papers amd very shortly tﬁe
papers -- in this case the college degree -- lose their value.

" %hen military cadets cheat 1t 1s in effect a kind of treason
for it Qeans they have not learned to do the things they will
be sssigned to do. | i |

' John Kennedy said his f;ﬁoud lines, "Do not ask what your
country can do for you but what you can dﬁ_for your éountry,“
and the listening nation nodded and smiled in agreement. But
he did not say it because 1tsm1ght happ?n but because 1t is.
happening and 1& 1ncred;1ng-volume.- A;d.it 1s historieally
true fhat & nation whose psople take out more than they put
in will collapse and d;sappear.

Why a;elwé on this vergé of moral_and-hence nervous collapge?
One can only have an opinion based on obaarvation-plus a |
faading of history. . I believe 1t 1s because we have roadhéd
the end of a road and have no néw‘paph to take, no duty
- to carry out and no ﬁurpoﬁe to fulfill., The primary purpoae
of mankind has always baen to survive 1n anatural world
'which has not Invarlably been friendly to us. In our
written, remembered and sensed history, there has al ways been
more work to do than we.could do. Our naeds were greater
than their possible fulfillment. Our dreams were so Improbable

that we moved their reality into heaven. Our ailments, our
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agdnies and our sﬁrrows were 80 many and so griewvous that we
accepted them sither as 1navitable.or as punishments for our
manufactured sins.

What happened to us came quickly end quiétly, came from
meny directions and was the more dangerous because 1t wore

the face of good. Almost unlimited new power took the place

of straining muscles and bent backs. Machinery took the heavy
burden from our should ers. Medlicine and hyglene cut down infant
mortality almost to the vanishing point, end st the same time
~extended our life span. Automation began to replace our
workers . ﬁhere once the majority of our people worked the
land, macﬁinas, chemlstry enda pracicua;few prodﬁced more

food than we needed orréould possibly Lse. ILeisure which ageain
" had been the property of heaven, came tohus before we knew

what to do with 1t and all of these good things falling on us
unprepared constitute calahity. We have thé things and we

not had time to develop a way of thinking sbout them. We
strﬁgglq with our lives in the pfesent and our practices in

the long and well-learned pasﬁ.

We had & million years to get wsed to the 1dea of fire and
only tyenty'to prepare ourselves for tha-prodﬁctivo-destructive
tldal wave of atomic fission. We have more food than we-can
use and no way to distribute 1t. Our babies live and we |
have no work for their hands. We retire men and women at the

age of their best service for no other reason than that we
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need their jobs for younger people. To allow ourselves the
$llusion of usefulness we have stand-by creﬁs for functions
‘which no longar exist. We manufacture things we do not need :
and try by false and vicious advertising to create a reéling-
of need for them. We have found no generally fuifilling rethod
fér emploing our leisure. .To répast -- we have not had time

to learn inside ourselves thse thinga that‘have happened to us.

And'finally we can coma back to morals. | |
| Bthics, morals, codes of conduct, are the stern rules which
in the past we.needbd-to survive -- as individuals, as groups,
as nations. Now, although we givg 1lip service to survival,
we are embarrassed andeeginning to ha;sﬁothered by ‘our ﬁwnf
numbers, | | _

Americans who are makers and 1overa.of statistics, are
usually puzzled and lrritated when 1t 13'5u@$ested thut we
.are ons. But neither the sleeping pill, the church nor the -
psychlatrist can long hide from us that economic laws apply
to ourselves, that increased supply causes a drop in value;
that we nlfeady.have too @any pesople and are in process of
producing far too many.” Remember when we géve our-occidental
sniff and observed that Iin China life was cheap? It never
occurred to us that it could becomo cheap to us.e

Thos codes of conduct we call morals were evolved for this
thinly inhabited continent when a man's lifalwas lmportant

because he was rare and he was noeded. Women were protected
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to the point of worship becauss only they could assure us of
continuation. A cry for help brought out Americans buzzing
liks bees. _Hoﬁosexuality brought down comﬁnnity rage on the
practices because 1t was unconcerned and wasteful. Every
pursuit, no matter what its stated end, had as 1tg rdundation
purpose, survival, growth and renewal.

Perhaps one can judge ths health.of_é_society'by the natﬁre ‘
as well as the 1ncidenca of crimes committed against it.
Consider us today not oniy in the cities but in small towns
and country as well. There are of course the many crimes |
against property, but 1ncraaaingiy it 1is destructivé rather
than gain*ul. But tha greatest increase i1s in crimes against
pﬁople,against the physical bedles of people. The rapes
have 11ttle to do with sexuality and much to do_with destructive
murdér. The rugging in the streeta, the violence which has
turned our parks into Jungles, has little to do with robbery
although as in the modern rape the ritual of sex 15 added so
in mugging there 1s robbery, but its purpose and its drive seems
to be destructive, the desire to huﬁt, to maim, to kill.

Where need for money is tﬁe motive of the violence, the reason
is again sad and slick and destructive, this time self—destructlva:
the need for drugs to abolish consciousness op stimulants to |

give shape and substance to a schizoid twln, hallucinntory alds
in the creation of another world to take the.plaée of this
hated onc. And this too 1s a kind of murder, and finally

4
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what 18 known as kicks, the iﬂipping ofl}eluctant narves, the
raising of savage specters even thes maudlin witcheraft of

the middle ﬁgas could not evoke -- and this is another kind

of mufderlof the self that might belballad upon for’ “
raaponaiﬁiiity. |

These tﬁings for the practicers of our presént-day necromanoy'

but hoﬁ about the bystanderas? Ramagber thé uindﬁws slammed
'against.a girl's ery for helﬁ in the night?- ﬂﬁw often have

jou seen a man éollapse in the street and the passérsby'hubry
past lest they be involved. FYeople seaing or haaring a vliolence
" look away, walX away, refuse to talk to the police. Life 1s
1ndeed cheap and maraover it is. becoming hateful, wé act d@
though wo truly hated one another, and silently approved the
killing and removal of one among us.

Could it bs that below the level of thought, our people

sense the danger of the swarming, crowding,_invaéion of Amerlca
by Amerlcans? Starvapion,,ﬁestllence; plague, which once éut

us down are no longer possiblo;_ And war? Well, during the last
war with all 1ts slaughter, the world's population increased.
Are peopls genuihely afrﬁid ;f the bomb or do they’look'to it
to do the job we have eliminated from nature? There ‘seems to
. be 1littls sense of horror when authority states that with

the first exchangs of bombs a hundred million Americans will
.dieo |

It i1s probable that here is where morals -- integrity, ethics

i
1
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even charity have gone. The rules allowed us to survive,
to live together and to incrsase. But 1f our willl to
survive is weakened, 1f our love of life, our memoripg of a
gallant past snd faith iﬁ a shining future are removed --
what need is ﬁhare.ror morals or for ruies? Even they-becom,:
a danger. | | ._

We have not 1osf our way at all. The roads of the past
ﬁave come to an end and we have not yot dlscovered a path
to the future. 1 think we wlll £ind one but its diraction
may be unthinkable to us now. When it does appear, however,
and we move on, the paﬁh must have direction, it must have
‘ ;>urpoaa and the Journey must be filled with a joy of ! ’ ' _!
'anticipauion, for the boy today, hating the world, creates
“a hateful world and then tries to destroy it and sometimasl
himself. We have succeeded in what our fathers prayed for and
| it is our success that 1s destroying us. | B |
| The .picturss in thls book are of our iand, wide, ﬁpen;
frulttul and inepedibly dear ahd Dbeaubiful. It 1s ours

end we will mske of it what we are -=- no more, no less.
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AUTOGRAPH FILL/S

mif PRESIDENT'S PERSONAL AUTOGRAPH FILE RECORD

Date Mailed: November 23, 1965

Item Autographed: ) White House Card
) Autograph Album
) Book

) First Day Cover

)

Souvenir Program

— P~ p— g—

( ) Photograph of the President, furnished

' by office

( ) Photograph of the President, furnished
by party being autographed for

Three (x) Photograph of President with someone

else '

( ) Magazine Cover

( ) Newspaper Picture
Further description of photograph
if necessary:

() Other
Inscription: To John To John To John Steinbeck
My best My friend - My friend -
L.B.J, L.B.J, Lyndon B, Johnson

For party other than one to whom addressed or delivered:

Sent or delivered to: Mr; John*Steinbeck
190 E, 77nd Street
New York, New York 10021
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Checked by Kardss

aWt«/

November 27, 1965

Dear John:

Jack has told me of your impending departure
for Europe, as well 28 passing to me your first
column, o

I will read them as they follow, with interest
and more than a little aifection for the author.

The Steinbeckian ideas are always filled with
verve and dash, so let them continue to come.
Lady Bird and I send our good thoughts to you
and Elaine.

We will look forward to seeing you when you
return, '

Sincerely, ra

%/r

x ¥
Mr. John Steinbeck
190 E. 72nd Street
New York, New York 10021

LBJ/IV/vm

RECEIVED
-DEC? *ns5

CENTO Y ruen

Moy, i
REanTVYE

ME ys*
2

FO

SERVICE SET

oy




T

e e Tl en. e

et e 5 swmm

i R e LT L

EXECUTIVE

- | Fos~
: Cor-2

November 28, 1965

)

Dear John:

Bon voyagel Wae'll miss you. _

The President told me was writing you to tell
you of his hopes to be with you again real soon. I enjoy
your lettexrs. The "loyal opposition" can be marvelously
useful particularly when it prods the ins" to look at the
unlockable and think the unthinkable, and then, possibly,
to do the undoable.

You ought to come home with some new views of
European public opinion =« from the intellectual community
whom, as you and I know so well, find the Presldent
curiously unacceptable -« in the light of his monumental
architecture of practically everything the intellectual
liberal community has been fighting for so long, and to
many, unachievable for the same length of time. Now,
the President did it all. Vietnam, of course, is the
fegter-point of it all, though I confess to you I suspect
many of our critica will hardly break stride in their
criticism even after, as God may hopefully will it,
Vietnam gets settled.

I send you and Elaine my warm and enduring
affection. May you prosper -+ and return safely.

Sincerely,

Jack Valenti
Special Assistant
to the President

Mr. John Steinbeck
190 East 72nd Street

ne P IVEY

New York 21, New York REiLivd
_. | DEC2 1980 _
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FROM
THE WHITE HOUSE j

WASHINGTON, D.C.

- 4

X
Mr. John Steinbeck
Box 1017
Sag Harbor, Long Island
New York

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

It was the President's pleasure)
to autograph the enclosed pictures
for you and John Steinbeck, Jr.

I turst you will be able to
send the pictures to your son.

With warm regards,

. Personal Secretary
to the President .
)%735 /566 '

| -E'I-XECU-T{]\-J.E
/?/gé-”--"/-’ip (’

AUTOGRAPH FILES . 77
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Mr. President: \

For autograph please:
"To John Steinbeck, JT.

from his friend, Lyndon B. Johnson'

bed as above and sent with Mrs:

Inscri
. Robert's memo of 5/30/66
5/27 |66
NAMEC(S): John i
: Steinbeck and his son, PRESIDENT LYN
D
John, and the President ' PHOTOGRAPH MA;ST%I??;EI?&SE J.F.'c‘)ILESON
. Mr. John Steinbeck NEG
Box 1017 | AEZ; IEEMBER: A2440-10
Sag Harbor,Tiong Island DATE: 5/16
New York : i ¢ '
PLACE: ?_ﬂ U‘}"’q \ (Y
CATEGORY: {\9
; Poor: '
Good:
Excellent:
OCCASION:

GENERAL REMARKS =7.o Cﬁ&{/
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Mr. President:

For autograph please: \\

""To John Steinbeck,
My friend--

Lyndon B. Johnson"

Inscribed as above and sent with Mrs., Robert's

memo of 5/30/66
vm

5/27/66 4 2 ¢ 0-_-/{3

Clup B-2¥3F-0C

Sent to: Mr. John Steinbeck
Box 1017
Sag Harbor, Long Island
New York

SERVICE SET
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; - | i
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/‘;/“;?v /D%/# |

June 21, 1966 /_))// 2
: /‘%’p
/ ?

Dear John:

;

Your visits and your lettors never fail to refresh 3

S L4, f‘éjﬁiiM/{«/ | 1
I was delighted to mnt your §0n, and share your
pride in him. He {# a Steinbeck through and
through, perhaps the greatest of the many gifts
you have given to this grateful nation. I shall pray
for his safe and swift return to you,

i

Your own wise words of encouragement are a great
source of comfort to me.

Sincerely,

Mzr. Jobn Steinbeck
Box 1017
Sag Harbor, L.l., New York

LBI:REK:CMM:trd

I

!

I e FLESED
w@f&a%%“/%/a R

JuNZ 4 1966
cenTRaL B

Vﬁ{’\ f*_l__n.,,‘_. ‘."/'{"“‘ b el #l i oy / f / J’,&'FB\J 4
\ SERVICE SET




itell Juanita I'm going to cry
pext time there is 2 letter being
answered so late. 1 never want
more than three days to go by
without an answeT. B

LBJ/yb
6/23/66
8:15p

—

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Charles,

Mr. Valenti

that th

ants to be sure

s acknowledged

jdent's signature.

is letter 1

for the Pres

Will you prei:pare draft?

Many thanks.

m jdr

Jun 18

SERVICE SET
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JOHN STEINBECK « Box 1017, Sag Harbor, Long Jsland, New York

28 MAY, 1966

DEAR MR, PRESIDENT:

I AM GRATEFUL TO YOU FOR RECEIVING MY SON AND
ME. IT MEANT A GREAT DEAL TO BOTH OF US AND I AM SURE THAT SEEING
YOU REASSURED HIM THAT RESPONSIBILITY IS BEHIND HIM AND BACKING
HIM. HE HAD NEVER BEEN TO WASHINGTON BEFORE. FROM THE PLANE I
TOOK HIM FIRST TO THE LINCOLN MEMO RIAL. HE STOOD FOR A LONG TIME
LOOKING UP AT THAT HUGE AND QU[ET FIGURE AND THEN HE SAID, OH'
LORD} WE HAD BETTER BE GREAT."

YOU WILL UNDERSTAND THAT I AM PLEASED WITH THIS BOY
AND PROUD., HE KNOWS WHAT HE WANTS AND A4UST DO. HE IS THROOUGHLY
TRAINED TO DO IT. HE IS PROUD OF HIS UNIFORM AND PROUD OF HIS COUNTRY.
TUnHE -GOES VERY SOON NOW, AND AS YOU MUST KNOW, MY HEART GOES WITH HIM.
AND I WILL ASK YOU, SIR, TO REMEMBER YOUR PROMISE TO PRAY FOR HIM.

I KNOW THAT YOU MUST BE DISTURBED BY THE DEM:bNSTRATIOE
AGAINST POLICYIN VIETNAM, BUT PLEASE REMEMBER THAT THERE HAVE ALWAYS
BEEN PEOPLE WHO INSISTED ON THEIR RIGHT TO CHOOSE THE WAR IN WHICH
THEY WOULD FIGHT TO DEFEND THEIR COUNTRY. THERE WERE MANY WHO
W8ULD HAVE NO PART OF MR. ADAMS' AND GEORGE WASHINGTON'S WAR. WE CALL
THEM TORIES. THERE WERE MANYAMLSO WHO CALLED GENERAL JACKSON A
BUTCHER., SOME OF THESE SHOWED THEIR DISAPPROVAL BY SELLING BEEF TO
THE BRISISH. THEN THERE WERE THE VERY MANY WHO DENOUNCED AND
EVEN IMPEDED MR. LINCOLN'S WAR. WE CALL THEM COPPERHEADS. THEN
THERE WERE THOSﬂWHO NOT ONLY DENQUNCED BUT DESTROYED PRESIDENT
WILSON'S POLICY. BECAUSE OF VERY SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES, WE
WILL NOT CALL THEM ANYTHING--- FOR A WHILE, I REMIND YOU OF THESE
THINGS, MR. PRESIDENT, BECAUSE SOMETIMES, THE SHRILL SQUEAKING
OF PEO%LE WHO SIMPLY DO NOT WISH TO BE DISTURBED, MUST BE
SADDENING TO YOU. I ASSURE YOU THAT ONLY MEDIOCRITY ESCAPES
CRITICISM,

AGAIN MY THANKS TO YOUfSIR. YOU GAVE MY
BOY A PEDIMENT OF PRIDE, AND THAT A GOOD SORDIER MUST HAVE.

AS ALWAYS, FAITHFULLY,

| bos Stinn lpoia

SERVICE SET



T T—y

i

S & | « ]
- | Ma | <)
y 10, 1966
; ¥ EXFCUTWE
x4 10:30 a,m, Tuesday )Z,/-} A \5}(-

MR. PRESIDENT: . - A]D%’(’ :
T )
John S.;\einbeck and his wife will be in Washington next Monday

and Tuesday, the sixteenth and seventeenth. He will have with
him his mneteen year-old songolunteered for Vietnam

duty. %s Ejl\’bebt 91}-4{.«1.., SM,}{

John and Elaine would be very gzateful if they could aay ‘hello®
to you and introduce their son to you.

LI ]

May I set this up?

YES NO

Jack Valenti

JV:ny

PFL};_,' 4 _..'.}
MAY1 71986
C hnla. 5:[&"'3

Metnliy wopls Sull A SERVICE SET ‘
Central Filss as 0*--— -—--—r R
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JOHN STEINBECK + Box 1017, Sag Harbor, Long Island, New dork

 2,MAY, 1966

DEAR JACK:

I GUESS I WAS BORN TO BE A GADFLY, AND' NOW JUST AT THE TIME
WHEN YOU ARE CLEARING YOUR DESK PERHAPS AND LOOKING FORWARD TO SLEEPING
WITH YOUR SHOES OFF. MY BOY'S ORDERS HAVE BEEN CHANGED SO THAT HE GETS
TO NEW YORK ON THE 15TH OF THIS MONTH. ALSO 1 HEAR BY THE GRAPE VINE
THAT 1 AM SUPPOSED TO GO TO TARRYTOWN FOR THIS ARTS THING THE 13TH,14TH
AND HALF OF THE 15TH. C I WONDER WHY TARRYTOWN?) SO THAT MEANS I
WILL BE IN NEW YORK THE 15TH TO MEET JOHN. THEN RATHER THAN COMING
ALL THE WAY OUT TO SAG HARBOR AND BACK, WOULD IT BE POSSIBLE TO
GO TO WASHINGTON THE 16TH OR 17TH?. THAT'S A WEEK EARLIER THAN WAS PLANNED
AND IF IT IS IN ANY WAY CONVENIENT I MEAN INCONVENIENT, I HOPE YOU WILL
LET ME KNOW. I WILL BE HERE AT SAG HARBBR UNTILTHURSDAY MAY 12.

I AM ENCLOSING A LETTER FROM JOHN WHICH I THINK IS IMPORTANT,
NOT BECAUSE HE WROTE IT BUT BECAUSE THE QUESTION IS MUSHROOM ING ALL
OVER THE COUNTRY. MAYBE THE PRESIDENT SHOULD SEE IT. GOD KNOWS HE
HAS BEEN '"BODY ESCORT" OFTEN ENOUGH. BUT JOHN IS RIGHT. EVERYONE WHO
GETS HURT WILL HAVE TO MAKE HIM THE PATSY. AND THE TIME IS RAPIDLY APPROAC
ING WHEN HE WILL FEEL IT NECESSARY TO MAKE SOME KIND OF SYMBOLIC PHYSICAL
GESTURE.

MEANWHILE, WILL YOU LET ME KNOW ABOUT TIME AT YOUR EARLIEST,
JACK? AN D AT YQUR CONVENIENCE, I SHOULD LIKE TO HAVE THIS ENCLOSED
LETTER BACK., JOHN WILL BE TWENTY ON JUNE 2,. THEY GROW UP FAST
UNDER THESE CIRCUBSTANCES, DON'T THEY? :

YOURS,

A~

SERVICE SET
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Joly 12, 1966

Desar John:

1 read your lettor In the New York "i‘lmea.
Your words say what I have been trying to
say, and you say it elogquently and warmly ~
why our cause is right and why we must.
fight, and how peace can come to that little
country if the aggressor will simply go
bhome,

As usual, John, you go to the heart of the
matter and that 1s what truly counts,

Sincerely,

#

Mr, John ,ételnbcék

Box 1017

Sag Harbor, Long Island
New York

LBJY:JV:ny

EXECUTIVE 7}
VDI 3/
FrLr/e
Pev2-2/s*
/??d/"sa /V) ﬁ.r et/
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Mr. Hopkins:

The President wanted these two papers
to go to Mr. Drew Pearson...to be
delivered to his home if need be,

On the President's letter to Mr, Steinbeck,
perhaps it would be best if the "LBJ:JV:ny"
were cut off..

vicky
7/13/66

K5:40 pm

THE WHITE HousE
WASHINGTON

July 12, 1966
10:15 a,m, Tuesday

’

MR. PRESIDENT :

Here is a letter I suggest you ought -

to write to John Steinbeck, as a
re-.sult of his letter in the New York
Times, (Attached)

Jack Valenti

THE WHITE HoOusE

WASHINGTON o
;'rf
/
- !

For the Record:

The President's letter to Mr.
Steinbeck was re-xeroxed omitting

. the initials at bottom -~ per note.

Drew Pearson's office said that
he was leaving his office for his
home and it would be best to send
the communication to his home --
2820 Dumbarton Avenue, N.W.,
Washington, D. C.

This was done. (copies of letter
and newsarticle)

rah
7/13/66

SERVICE SET




THE NEW YORK TIMES -- MONDAY, July 11, 1966

‘Re'ply by Steinbeck
Chides Y evtushenko

John Steinbeck has replied to
a plea by Yevgeny Yevtushen-
ko, the Soviet poet, .that the
American novelist speak out on
the war in Vietnam. -

In a poem published Thurs-
day in the Moscow newspaper
Literatuimaya Gazeta, Mr. Yev-
tushenko chided Mr. Steinbeck|
for his silence and urged him to
protest against ths bombing
raids on North Vietnam.

The novelist, winner of the
Nobel and Pulitzer Prizes, re-
plied in an open letter todzy in
4he Garden City, L. I., newspa-
per Newsday, for which he
‘writes a syndicated weekly
column. :

Mr. Steinbeck asked Harry

F Guggenheim, editor and pub-{

lisher of Newsday, to make his
copyrighted reply available si-
multaneously to all news media.
In .making the letter public,

"Mr_‘. Guggenheim noted that the

k.

STBINBRCK WRITES
10 YEY TUSHENKO

Continued From Page 1, Col. 1

{ —
noyelist’s 20-year-old son, John
(Catbird) Stcinbeck, was now
-fighting with TUnited States
forces in Vietnam. -

Following is the text of Mr.
Steinbeck’s letter:

“My dear friend Genya:

* *I have just now read those|
parts of your poem printed in
The New York Times. I have noj
way of knowing how good the|
translation is, but I am pleased|
and flattered by your devotion.

“In your poem, you ask me to
speak out against the war in
Vietnam. You know well how I
detest all war, but for this one
I have a particular and personal
hatred, I am against this Chi-
niese-inspired war. I'don’'t know
a single American who is for
it, But, my beloved friend, you
asked me to denounce half a
war, our half. I appeal to you to
join me in denouncing the whole
Wwar.

“Surely you don’t believe that

our ‘pilots fly to bomb children,’
that we 'send bombs and. heavy
equipment against innocent civ-
ilians 7 This is'not East Berlin
in 1953, Budapest in 1956, nor
Tibet in  1959.
I .“You know as well as I do,
CGenya, that we are bombing oil
storage, transport and the heavy
and sophisticated weapons they
carry to kill our sons. And
where that oil and those weap-
,ons come from, you probably
know better than I. They are
marked in pictograph and in
Cyrilic characters. -

“I hope you also know that
if those weapons were not be-
ing . sent, we would not be in

disagreement between Vietna-
mese people, we surely would
not be there, but it is not, and
I have never found you to be
naive you must be aware that
it’is not. .

¥This -war i§ the work of
Chairman Mao, designed and
generalled by him in absentia,
advised by Peking and cynically
supplied with brutal weapons'
by foreigners who set it up.
:Lét. us denounce this also,
ymy friend, but even more, let us
:together undertake a program
more effective than denuncia-
tion.

“I beg you to use your very
considerable influence on your
people, your Government, and
on those who look to the Soviet
Union for - direction, to "stop
sending the murderous mer-
chandize through North Viel-
nam to be used against the
South, -

“For my part, I will devote
every resource I have to pei-
suade my government to with-
draw troops and weapons from

Vietnam at all. " If this were’a|,

{the South, leaving only money

tand.help ' for “rebuilding: - And,

‘do you know, Genya, if you
could accomplish your part, my

‘part would follow immediately

and automatically. :
| “But even this is not neces-
sary to stop the war, If you
jcbuld persuade North Vietnam

tiate, the bombing would stop
instantly. The guns would fall
silent and our ‘dear sons could
come home, It is as simple

that, my friend, as simple.as
that, I promise you. I hope to

Galya soon, i
. “With all respect and affec-
tion, ’

“John Steinbeclk.”

Cites ‘Grapes of Wrath®

In his poem, Mr. Yevtushenko
siid he regretted that “one of
My most beloveq writers and
ﬁllends. John Steinbeck,” had
not joined other American liter-
aky  figures in  protesting
against the war, . . .

to agree in good faith to nego-|

. {see you and your. lovely wife| -

SERVICE SET
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Monday, September 5, 1966
o ¥ 11:15 a. m. -
t\?;’&j FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: Bill Moyers

- I wanted you to see this. I think
ﬁ-&d;teinbeck is being perfectly honest

as he always is, and the article he
is writing for LOOK will turn out
to be a plus. ~

SERVICE SET
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JOHN STEINBECK * Box 1017, Sag Harbor, Long Jsland, New York /9,6 S 5= 7

SEPTEMBER 3, 1966
DEAR BILL:
BRODGERS OF LOOK MAGAZINE CALLED ME YESTERDAY TO SAY THAT
YOU WERE GOING TO TRY TO SET UP THE MATTER BETWEEN ME AND THE PRESIDENT.
AND BEFORE THIS GOES ANY EKARTHER, THERE ARE CERTAIN THINGS I WOULD
LIKE TO DISCUS$ WITH YOU AND/OR THE PRESIDENT.

I ADMIiT TO A STRONG RELUCTANCB@BOUT THE J0OB, NOT THAT IT WOULD
NOT BE PLEASANT AND REWARDING TO ME, BUT BECAUSE 1 SENSE DANGER TO THE
PRESIDENT IN THE UNDERSAKING. THAT IS WHY I WOULD LIKE IT THOROUGHLY
DISCUSSED BEFORE HANDeI THINK YOU KNOW MY FEELING FOR THE PRESIDENT AND

I HOPE HE DOES, SO THAT ELEMENT DOES NOT ENTER. THE DANGERS LIE IN
INEPTNESS AND PERHAPS IN A MISCALCULATION OF THE PUBLIC MIND AND FEELING,
AND I WOULD NOT WANT TO FALL INTO EITHER OF THESE TRAPS. FOR THESE REASONS,
PLEASE BEAR WITH SOME OF MY THINKING IN THESE MATTERS.

PERHAPS YOU READ A PIECE I WROTE IN THE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION
BOOK ABOUT WHAT THIS PEOPLE DEMANDS OF THE PRESIDENT. THEY INSIST THAT
HE BE ALOOF AND THAT THEY HAVE THE RIGHT TO KNOW ALL ABOUT HIM. IT
SUMS UP IN THE THE SINGLE LINE. THEY DEMAND THAT HE BE GREATER THAN ANY-
ONE ELSE BUT NOT BETTER THAN ANYONE ELSE.. THIS SECOND REQUIREMENT SUBJECTSt
HIM TO OVER EXPOSURE AND THAT IN AN ACTOR AS WELL AS A PRESIDENT IS PURE
MURDER .

THE PEOPLE REQUIRE THAT HE BE ABOVE REPROACH AND AT THE SAME
TIME RESERVE .THE RIGHT TO QUESTION HIS MOTIVES AND TO SUSPECT HIM OF
WRONG DOING. THE ONLY KIND OF PRESIDENT SAFE FROM CRITICISM IS ONE
WHO DOES NOTHING AT ALL, A8 WE KNOW FROM FAIRLY RECENT EXPERIENCE

THE NEXT ITEM IS THAT IT IS ALMOST EXACTLY PREDICTABLE WHEN
THE PROCESS WILL CHANGE FROM ADULATOON TO SUSPICION AND CRITICISM, AND
WE ARE ENTERING THAT PERIOD RIGHT NOW. I WOULD NOT INSULT YOU OR
THE PRESIDENT BY BEING LESS THAN TRUTHFUL OR CANDID, AND IT IS MY
FIRM BELIEF THAT IF THE PROJECT UNDER CONSIDERATION CONTAINED EVEN A HINT
OF BEING AN APOLOGY OR A SNOW JOB, IT WOULD DO MORE HARM THAN GOOD. IT
- WOULD INSTANTLY BE PUT DOWN AS A PIECE OF ORDERED AND INSPIRED PRESS
AGENTRY .,

THERE IS ONE FURTHER CONSIDERATION THAT MUST BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT,
THE PRESIDENT HAS BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN NEARLY EVERYTHING HE HAS UNDERTAKEN,
AND SUCH IS THE AVERAGE MAN'S FEELING OF INADEQUACY IN HIMSELF THAT
HE . INSTINCTIVELY DISLIKES TOO MUCH SUCCESS. HE MAY ADMIRE THE YANKEES
BUT HE CAN ONLY LOVE THE METS. IN OTHER WORDS, PERFECTION IS LIKELY
TO INSPIRE DISLIKE.

ALL OF THESE CONSIDERATIONS CONTRIBUTE TO MY STRONG RELUCTANCE
TO DO THIS JOB. BUT THERE ARE OTHER FACTORS WHICH TO A GREAT EXTENT
MAKE THE JOB SEEM TO HAVE MERITS, THAT IS, IF YOU AND THE PRESIDENT
AGREE. IF YOU DO NOT, THE PROJECT CAN BE CANCELLED NOW. FOR THAT MATTER
IT CAN BE CANCELLED RIGHT UP TO THE TIME THE MAGAZINE GOES INTO PRINT.

SERVICE SET
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LET ME SET DOWN SOME OF THE THINGS THAT SEEM TO ME TO HAVE
SOME KIND OF VALIDITY

ITEM: SOMETIMES A LIKENESS OF EXPERIENCE DOES MUCH TO TURN
THOUGHTLESS CRITICISM ASIDE. IF A CONCISE ANQPNROMANTICISED ACCOUNT OF
HOW A PRESIDENT LIVES AND OF THE PRESSURES UNDER WHICH HE WORKS
COULD BE PUT DOWN, IT MIGHT HAVE SOME GOOD EFFECT

ITEM: THERE ARE A NUMBER OF DIRECT QUESTIONS ABOUT THE
WAR AS WELL AS ABOUT MANY DOMESTIC PROBLEMS WHICH ARE CONSTANTLY ASKED.
I KNOW BECAUSE MY MAIL IS FULL OF THEM. NOW THESE QUESTIONS MAY HAVE
BEEN ANSWERED BUT IF THEY HAVE, IT HAS BEEN FROM MANY SOURCES AND OFTEN
IN WORDS LESS THAN DIRECT AND EXACT. I WOULD LIKE TO ASK SOME OF THOSE
QUESTIONS AND IF THE ANSWERS COULD BE DIRECT, EXACTAND WIMMOUT GENERALITY
WORDS OR POLITICALFOG. THIS WOULD BE OF GREAT VALUE. ON THE OTHER HAND,
IF A QUESTION IS UNANSWERABLE FOR SECURITY OR OTHER GOOD REASONS, THE
STATEMENT THAT THEY ARE UNANSWERABLE WOULD BE MUCH MORE DESIRABLE THAN
VAGUENESS ,THERE ARE TWO SAFETY MEASURES IN THIS. IF DESIRED, SUCH QUESTIONS
COULD BE SUBMITTED IN ADVANCE AND OF COURSE WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR
THE PRESIDENT'S BLUE PENCIL BEFORE TO IS SUBMITTED, BUT I WOULD HOPE
THAT THERE COULD BE AN OVERTONE OF CANDIDNESS ABOUT THE AFFAIR
WHICH MIGHT OVERCOME TO SOME EXTENT A GROWING FEELING IN THE
COUNTRY THAT WE ARE ILL INFORMED OR EVEN MISINFORMED. THIS IS A
MOST DANGEROUS STATE OF MIND AND THIS IS THE CHIEF REASON WHY I AM WILLING
TO UNDERTAKE THIS WORK ! :

IF THIS THING GOES THROUGH, BILL, IT IS MY HOPE, MORE 1
FEEL IT IS A NECESSITY THAT I HAVE A LITTLE TIME WITH YOU ALONE BEFORE
IT STARTS FOR THE PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING THE GROUND RULES. THAT
WOULD AVOID CONFUSION AS WELL AS SAVING MUCH TIME

FINALLY I ASSURE YOU THAT THIS THING WILL BE ALL MY OWN
WORK WITHOUT LET OR HINDRANCE FROM ANY SOURCE WHATEVER. THAT IS THE ONLY
" WAY I COULD CONSIDER DOING IT.

I WILL BE GLAD TO KNOW THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS LETTERR,
- BECAUSE 1 KNOW WHAT YOUR DAILY MAIL MUST BE LIKE. WILL YOU LET ME
KNOW BY PHONE OR WIRE THAT YOU HAVE? MY NUMBER IS SAG HARBOR 5-0997.
I WILL MAKE NO PLANS EITHER WAY UNTIL I HEAR FROM YOU

YOURS,
A—
g/

OHN STEINBECK

SERVICE SET
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/}} September 21, 1966

PERSONAL
Dear Mr. Guinzburg:

The copy of John'gteinbeck'n "America and
Americans, " sent to the President at the
author's request, was very much appreciated.
He asked me to thank you for providing such
an Ilmpressive addition to his library.

With the President’s cordial good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Juanita D. Roberts
Personal Secretary
to the President

Mr. Thomas H."Guin:nburg
President

The*Viking Press, Inc.

625 Madison Avenue

New York, New York 10022

JDR/1f/mek/amw

m // O

Gift
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THE VIKING PRESS INC « PUBLISHERS

625 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022
Cable: VIKPRESS  Telephone: (212) PLAZA 5-4330

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT September 1k, 1966

Iyndon B. Johnson
President of the United States

The VWhite House
Washington, D.C.

Dear President Johnson:

John Steinbeck wanted you to have the enclosed copy of AMERICA AND
AMERICANS, which we will publish on October 12th.

For several years the Ediltors of our Studio Books had been collecting
photographs for a book that would show the range and beauty of America
and her people. We asked Mr. Steinbeck to write a preface for it,

but he took to the idea so warmly that he wrote not a preface but

a book-length text, expressing his feelings and observations about
the country.

Sincerely,

AN

mas H. Guinzburg
President
THG:eh
Enclosure

SERVICE SET
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October 4, 1966
Mr. President:
Would you like to autograph

" To John Steinbeck
Author, friend and patriot, LBJ"

Send him other pictures also? ‘/Yes No

yb
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Dear John:

November 16, 1966

x *
I discussed the Yevtushenko matter with
the President,  He felt his cperation would
probably prevent having a meeting such as

you suggested.

He wanted you to know that he is very
pleased you are going to the Far East.
If there is anything we can do in paving
the way, let me know.

Sincerely,

/'5 ,uffa
Bill Moyers
Special Assistant

" to the President

X
. Mr, Jobhn Steinbeck

190 East 72nd Street ‘ ‘ Y]
New York 21, New York At
BDM:mcc /

, g, TR R

NOVi 7 565

CEHiRAL FILES
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Monday, November 14, 1966
10:15 a.m.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: Bill Moyers

John Steinbeck is suggesting that you meet the
famous Soviet poet, Yevtushenko, with whom he

recently had the exchange in the press over
Vietnam. Are you interested in doing this?

YES

RECEIVED
NOV1 11968

p...r_z r._;‘ P ::‘ -

AVARAE AN s |
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JOHN STEINBECK

190 East Seventy-second Sireet, New York 21, N. J. .
_ NOVEMBER 12, 1966
DEAR BILL:

I KNOW THAT THIS IS NO TIME TO ADD TO YOUR BURDENS. ON THE OTHER
HAND 1 HAVE PROMISED THE PRESIDENT TO PASS ON ANY INFORMATION OR
SUGGESTIONS THAT MAY OCCUR TO ME. AND I THINK YOU, MORE THAN MOST,ARE AWARE
THAT SOMETIMES A LITTL@P THING MAY HAVE A VERY GREAT IMPACT.

IN SHORT, THE SOVEET POET ‘YEVTUSHENKO p’NITH WHOM I RECENTLY HAD
A SMALL GO ROUND) IS VISITING IN THE UNITED STATES. HE IS EASILY THE MOST
POPULAR POET IN THE USSR AND NOT THE LEAST REAS&N FOR THIS IS BBCAUSE
HE STOOD UP T@E COMRADE K. I HAVE SEEN HIM SEVERAL TIMES AND HAVE HEARD
HIM READ HIS POETRY TO PACKED HOUSES HERE, AND I AM CONVINCED THAT HE IS
PERMITTED TO BE HERE FOR REASONS OF IMPROVING PRESENT RELATIONS. THIS 1
GATHER BOTH FROM PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS AND FROM THE WAY HE HAS BEEN
FIELDING QUESTIONS THROWN AT HIM DURING HIS READINGS.

HHAT‘ I AM ABOUT TO SUGGEST MAY BE IMPOSSIBLE BUT IT SHOULD BE
CONSIDERED. WHEN I WAS LAST IN THE SOVIET UNION, I WAS INVITED BY THE THEN
HEAD OF STATE TO MEET WITH HIM. THAT I DID NOT MAKE IT IS ANOTHER STORY.

I BERIEVE Tﬂﬂ‘GF THE PRESIDENT WOULD INVITE Y. TO THE WHITE HOUSE
OR TO THE RANCH, IF ONLY FOR A FIVE MINUTES WITH PICTURES, THAT IT WOULD DO
MORE FOR OUR RELATIONS THAN ANYTHING I CAN IMAGINE. I DO NOT KNOW, OF
COURSE WHETHER HE COULD ACCEPT SUCH AN INVITATION, BUT A DISCRETE INQUIRY
AIMED AT THE SOVIET EMBASSY WOULD ESTABLISH THAT. IF THEY SAID NO, IT COULD .
BE DROPPED, BUT IF THEY SAID YES, HE WOULD BE THERE. AND THE NEWS OF HIS
+ VISIT WOULD GO LIKE A MISSLE THROUGH THE WHOLE SOVIET WORED.

ONE OFHER THING WOULD BE ACCOMPLISHED. IT WOULD KIND OF PULL THE
RUG FROM UNDER SOME AMERICAN POETS WHO HAVE CONFUSED POLITICS WITH BAD MANNER
THE MEETING COULD BE FOR THE SHORTEST TIME IMAGINABLE. THE IMPORTANT
THING WOULD BE THAT HE WAS INVITED.

WELL THAT'S MY STORY,BILL . I DON'T KNOW WHETHER YOU KNOW THAT
WE ARE GOING OUT TO SOUTHEAST ASIA ABOUT DEC. 1. WE WILL START IN SAIGON
AND THEN DO ALL THE COUNTRIES THE PRESIDENT DID AND SOME HE DIDN'T.
I'LL BE GOING FOR HARRY GUGGENHEIM AND THE NEWSDAY SYNDICATE AND FOR AN
INDEFINITE TIME. AND OF COURSE I WILL BE WIDE OPEN FOR SUGGESTIONS.

THAT'S ALL FOR NOW. EXCEPT TO ASSURE YOU THAT 1 HAVE
NOT MENTIONED THE SUBJECT OF THIS LETTER TO ANYONE, AND IJILL NOT. BUT 1
WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHAT YOU THINK OF THE SUGGESTION. I CAN PROMISE YOU
THAT IT WOULD HAVE ALMOST UNBELIEVABLE IMPACT ON THE GRASS~ROOTS SOVIET CITIZEN.
YOU

JOHN STEINBECK
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January 18, 1967

His Eminence:
The President wanted you to have thia
article.

Sincerely,

W. Thomas Johnson
Assistant Press Secretary

His Eminence Francis Cardinal Spellman
Arxchbishop of New York

452 Madison Avenue

New York, New York 10022
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Novelist Sieinbeck hos been in Viet-
nem writing dispatches dnmb.ztcd by
Netwsday Specials,

I WOULD LIKE more than anything

migbt carry the feel and sight of things
but more the deep throbbing gloryfeel-
ing of being alive 4in e world of lyving
things. And I suppose part of this ex-
quisite aliveness grows in the steady
reminder that at any moment you may
not be.

Let you be aware of these statls
tics. Michael Shaughnessy, commander
(Shamrock Flight), D Troop, Flrst
Squadron, 10th Cavalry, from Takoma,
Wash,, a mejor of very un-Irish galety,
perhaps because he has never been to
Ircland.

The Huey choppers of his flight are
painted with blg green shamrocks, the
result of a can of green palat sent by
Michael's wife. 3

News, or rather a feel, of this man
precedes bim, 50 that when his chopper

dips down on the pad like & sgkipped -

stone and he leans cut saylng, “I hear

_¥you want to go hunting leprechauns,”

Ireply: |
“That I do sir™

“Well 1t just happens we found a-

fairy ring in the hills, Hop ini"
Hopping for me in fatigues and fleld

boots Is more like clambering, but. I

mauaze snd pull the buckle straps

" tight near the door seat, which I like

because you can look straight down.
I nod to the door gunner on my slde
and pat the twin handles of his weapon,

now down-polnted and unloaded. k.

Alrborne, he will swivel up the

muzzle, $lip up the breech block and
lead the first shell of the belt into the .
chamber, slam the cover down, rove .
the gun up and down and frorm slde to

side and then bettle back to watch for
any movement on the ground. It'is a
joy to have him there. His potential

burst of tracered fire may well be a

deterrgnt to, the casual part-time sniper
who can take it or let it alone.

1 know about the leprechauns. In this
case they are called Charley and high
in the jungley hills, D troop has found
thelr cfock of gold, this time an ex-
tensive cache of rice and we are gmng
up to look st it. . s

Grace in Action

HAUGHNESSY lifts the Huey from °
the pad, backs up In a kind of

curtsy, wags it like a tail and off we
go. We go fast and low, taking cover

in water canyons and when we breast .

a ridge we greze the trees and in-

stanlly drop down on the otler side. -
You can either fly high above the range ©

to be able to plug in so these words

" flash,

e Aed 0D b
0H3K

rr

W >
John Sa, SiNnoec.
“A tiny circle cleared with n "‘u,les, just big
enough for a choppﬂr to set dewn in the moun-

s R
—~U3IX

- Visiis...

tains northwest of Pleiku.”

of small-armns fire or you can cut low
and tricky like a snipe,

Settling in, our rotors kick up a
smog of fine red dust so that our faces
seem to have m sunlamp pleasure burn.
We are to move to the Huey of Maj.

James Patrick Thomas, of whom it is
. sald that he has changed the classic

sophist's question to how rany chop-
pers could Thomas sit on the point
of a pin.

1 wish 1 could tcll you about these

pilots. They make me sick with envy.
They ride their wvehicles the way a

. man controls a fine, well-trained quar-

ter horse. They weave along stteam
beds, rise like swallows fo clear trecs,
they turn and twist and dip ke swiils
in the evening. I watch their hands
and their feet on the controls, the
‘delicacy of the coondination reminds
me of the sure and geeming slow hands
of Casals on the cello.

" Jungle Flight

YHEY ARE truly musician's hands
and they play thelr controls like
music and they dance them like bal-

_ Jerinas and they make me jeslous be-

cause I want so much to do it. Re-
member your child nlght dream of
perfect flight free and wonderful? It's

_like that and sadly I know I never can.
My hands are too old and forgetful-

to take orders from the command
center, which spesks of updrafts and
side winds, of drift end shift, of ground
flre only indicated by a tiny puff and
or a hit and &ll of thess com-
mands must be obeyed by the musl-
clan’s hands instantly and sutomati-
cally. .

- Suddenly, up and ahcad ¢here 13 2
burst of purple smoke, our landing
signal, and we loop over to a chopped
out clearing so small that our rotor

. blades barely clear the giant bamboo.

Vietniks Recalled :
UT OF THE underyrowth, thicker
than any I have ever seen, faces,
or really only eyes, appear, Mottied
‘helmets and fatlgues disappear against
the background. Faces black or whito
from sweat and dirt have become a
kind of universal reddish gray. Only
the eyes are alive and lvely.
And when we setile and the rotor

. stops, the mouths open and they are

men, gnd what men. Con you under-
stand the quick glow of pride one feols
in just belonging to the same specics

 as these men?

I suppose it is the opposile of the
shiver of shame I sometimes feel at

home when I see the Vietniks, dirty |
clothes, dirty minds, sour smelling

- wastelings and their 1l fa.vored and.
barren-pad nrates.

Their shuffling, drag-ass protests that
they are conscience-bound not to kilt
people are a little silly. They're not in
danger of that. Hell, they couldn't hit

anybody. I think their maln concern

is that a one-armed, halt blind 12-year-
old V.C. could knock them off with n
bunch of ripe bananas,

I didn't mean to get off on that I
guess D troop set me off. They smelled
of sweat. On the back of every helmet,

under the strap, was a plastic sprny *

bottle of insect repellent.

1 went into & V.C. trail so deep and
_covered with jungle that you are in
‘perpetual steaming dusk.. It was one
of the V.C. transport tralls over which:

o ——

they force the local people to carry -

their supplies. o
The rice cache was fairly large, a

stilted structure deeply screened and

disgulsed. The weary men were stack-

ing unhulled rice to be airlifted to the

refugee centers, a good haul, 300 to

400 bags Once it would have been .

destroyed. Now if possible et all it
is saved and distributed sometimes to

the very people from whom tha V.C

have taken It. 1y

Back in Danano

O YOU REMEMBER my telling

you that any mistakes might be
besuties but they would be my own?

Well, I've only been two weeks in Viet- -

nam but,of that {ime I have spent 10
- days out.of 14 in the,field {rom base
camp to forward position, to patrol to
assault .operation. .

Last week I went through t‘he boo‘by
trap school near Danang. The course

is about 400 yards long, winds through -.

thick cover, and on the path and in

the houses is every kind of booby trap .

“that, has been found, When you trip
one a loud blank cap goes off. I set

off three and it makes you feel foolish’

because you are looking for the trip
wires and the traps. The instructor
{old me that since our men have gonse
through the course that casualties have
gone way down, and I can understand
that, For several days after, I looked
very carefully at the ground before I
stepped,’

But this I3 not a pretty war and
Charley set the pace. QOur kids are

‘learning to fight back. But how I

would like to run’ & protest parade
down a V.C. trail. Charley puts paddy
peasants over a suspected path before
he goes fn. Maybe the Peace Marchers

might like to, serve in this capacity, -

Sorry to be so vehement bui Fve e
a boy with ‘punit wounds,

0 11}6'?. John auumct
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March 7, 1967
12:00 noon

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, BENJAMIN READ
Department of State

Mr, Kintoer has asked me to request your assiatance in the
following matter.

The attached is 2 newspaper clipping reporting on the favorable
opinion of John Steinbeck on the lack of censorship in Vietnam.
The President has asked if Secretary Rusk could follow through
and persuade Steinbeck to release the text or subastance of his
report in Saigon, or through appropriate Vietnam channels.

It may be something Dixon Donnelly could handle. Will you
let us know of your progress? Many thanks.

Charkes M. Maguire

Chas; ‘ | |
— ht/61
This doesnlt quite fit what you were saying
the S letter was supposed to have revealed,
but it is the only one I know. If you believe NOTE:

there is another ---addressed to Secy of St- ==
I can only suggest asking his Secretary.

mjdr

Steinbeck letter to Rusk
gsent to us by Read, Pres.
asked Rostow get State
contact Steinback; revrite
letter eliminating attack
on press, release thru
Moyers or similar U.S.
xxE press channele

C
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Bob:

Follow through on this and see if Secy Rusk
can't get Steinbeck to release substance
of that letter out there.

LBJ/mf
3-3-67
3:15p

ven 2, 1967 g . 2

‘" Mr. President: P15

FYI, From Fred Panzer,

Robert&:. Kintner P
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Steinbeck Says He Found
No Censorship in Vietnam

War reporters in South Viet-
nam are subject to no censor-
ship except their own:and that
of their editors and publishers,
John Steinbeck, the novelist, re-
ported after nearly two months -
spent covering the war. :

In his report to Newsday,
Long Island newspaper, Stein-
beck said the United States and
South Vietnamese authorities
.had given him full freedom and
assistance in reporting on the

the same facilities are extended

any other country.
“The - United States Armued

Forces and the American civil- -
ian organizations, as well as the -
governmient and army of South :
Vietnam, have taken me where

I wanted to go, have let me see .
everything I wished to see and

have placed To restrictions-or .

censorship on what I wanted to
write. And this has not been
special to me,” Steinbeck wrote
from Bangkok, Thailand.

Freedom of Choice ‘

“Any reporter, - from any

- country, can have the same
.- facility of movement as long as

he represents a newspaper or

- papers. If any reporter says

that he has been restricted, T'am
inclined to believe that he didn't
want to go. Those who stay
safely and comfortably in their

apartments in Saigon, reporting

only the official reports and
briefings available at 5 o’clock
every day, do so because that is
what they want to do..

“On the other hand, there are
a goodly number of newsmen
who cover the fighting areas
personally and bravely and these
should not be forgotten. The
armed forces do us a further
honor. They do not protect us in
life and limb beyomd the care
they have for their own men.
Any newsman is free to move

“about, to talk to anyone he

wishes, and to report as he sces
fit.

“There are some things I have
not told you, but the censorship
has been my own. T have gone in
with ceriain operations which I
have not reported for the reason
that the mbves have not been
completed and that to tell plans,
tactics and objectives at the
present time might endanger
first, the men and second, the
operation, and that I am not

. about to do. But I repeat—the
- censorship has been my own.

“If there is criticism of the
news about this area, it must
be aimed at’ (1) those corre-

country and the war, and that’

spondents who do not wish te
report it at first hand and (2)
the editors and publishers who,
by cutting and changing the ma-
terial that comes te them, warp
the news to their liking or limit
it to the spectacular, the bloody
and the shocking, All war is
those things by its nature, but
there are other sides to it—the
helping, the rebuilding, the
saving.” . -

. .to"any mccredited reporter from ®-

-~
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. newsmen, “serving with' or ac-
- companying” U.S, forces in

"' plate of war but in 2 time of

' business are under U.S. military

* comment” when asked ahout

. handle newsmen performing

VietNewsmen'
Protest CMJ '
Jurisdiction |

American oﬂ‘icials"_dnnounced
Feb. 16 that civilians, including’

Vietnaom come under the Code
of Military Justice. - :
The joint announcement by
Staff Judge Advocate Col. Ed-
ward W. Haughney, U.S. Consul
Robert A. Lewis and U.S. Mis-
sion spokesman John Stuart
came during a news conference
at the daily military briefing.

Some newsmen argued at
length over the statement that
Vietnam “is not in a formal

war” and that military police
can “apprehend and detain”
any U.S. citizen in Vietnam,

One jssue is whether TU.S.
civilians in Vietnam on private

or Vietnamese control at all
times even when not accompany-
ing American forces in the ficld.
Haughney said “in the field
applies to all of South Vietnam"
for the purposes of the ruling.
There have been {frequent
clashes — usually. verbal—be-
tween newsmen covering events
in Saigon and wmilitary police-
men. .
National Broadcasting Com-
pany correspondent Howard
Tuckner was struck by a U.S.
military policeman carrying a §
machinegun on a Saigon street
while Tuckner was. trying to
- cover a terrorist mortar attack.
The spokesmen said military
police were ordered not to man-

their duties, They .replied “no

specific incidents. .-

The spokesmen contended the
“fleld” ruling Would not hamper
reporters in news gathering.

Lewis drew an angry response
from British and French news-
men when he declared that U.S.
jurisdiction “technically could be
applied to third country nation-
als.” 5
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Sai gon 18 January 1967

Dear Mr. President:

I have been in Vietnam about six weeks now, and most of that
time I have spent in the field with our troops of all branches
as well as with some of the Allied forces, From north to
south I have been on every outpost, have flown with Air
Cavalry, with Forward Air Control, with 1st Cavalry units.
In fact I went in with the first strike of Operation Thayer II
although I have not written about that since the operation is
not completed. '

I think I know our men very well now for I have lived with them
and have been shot at with them.

I know, Mr. President, that you get many reports through your
official channels of information, But I do want to tell you by this
completely unofficial means, that we have here the finest, the
best trained, the most intelligent and the most dedicated soldiers
I have ever seen in any army and I have seen soldiers in my time.
These men are the best we have ever had,

In addition to fighting, they have taken on the duty of pacification

and repair simultaneously and that is a new thing in the world.

It seems to me that von Clausewitz is finally dead, He said, you
remember, that war is an extension of politics. Now we have
discovered and are putting in practice a new dimension-~that

politics is an extension of war. And this policy is being imple-~ .
mented by American soldiers. They make me very proud to be an
American and I know they must make you very proud to be their
Commander~in-Chief. The restrictions placed on them in carrying
the war to the enemy must be and are galling to our soldiers, But
they obey. I hope, sir, that in the near future you may find occasion
to celebrate these men, to give verbal evidence of our love for them
and our pride in them. They deserve it and I well know that you feel it,

I am going out to Bangkok now to see Thailand and Laos and if I am
permitted to enter, to see Cambodia. After that I want to look at

X
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the other peripheral countries, Indonesia, Malaya, the Filipines,
Australia, New Zealand, Taiwan and Japan. Our future is closely
tied to these nations and I want to know about therm. Meanwhile,
if any definite change takes place, I shall return to Saigon. I have
made arrangements to be notified.

I shall take this letter to Bangkok with me and will ask our
ambassador there to put it in the pouch for you.

If you have anything in mind that I can do for you, I can be
reached either through the embassy at Bangkok or at the Oriental
Hotel in Bangkok,

Yours with all respect,

John Steinbeck

P.S, Elaine is with me. She is a real trooper and a proper
descendant of the frontier, I am very proud of her also,

Please give our love to Bird, and to yourself our affection as
always.

SERVICE SET
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