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JOHN STEINBECK 
190 East Seventy-second Street, 'New York 21, 'N. Y. 

May 18., 1964 / 

·if .(,'./~ .t,:. ~ 

Dear Mr. President: 
I thank you for the photograph you so gracious-

ly sent me. UnpopuZar:u though it may be., I believe 1Jith Plutarch 
and Marcus Aurelius., that Just as vice and dishonesty are 
communicable., so does greatness rub off a little through association. 

Your picture 1JiZZ go up in a place of honor as a 
reminder to me and to my sons that the American dream is not a 
myth ___ that a lonesome and perhaps a confused little boy 
from the Tezas hiZZs can and has become President through his 
oJJn efforts. 

I come., Bir., from much the same background as you., 
cattlemen from the dry and treacherous hiZZs of Northern California. 
Land-poor 1Je 1Jere called. Do you have that ezpression? But 1Je 
1Jere also Zand-related and Zand-proud. Also 1Je 1Jere horsemen 
almost from birth 1and that gives a man a kind of humble pride he 
never loses. And one of our prides is to pay our debts)even those 
debts of courtesy JJhere no payment is required. 

I have 1Jritten many speeches., but I have delivered 
only one., my first and last. I spoke it on the occassion of 
the aJJard of the Nobel Priae for Literature. 

It is my pleasure., Si~;· to offer it to you and to 
Mrs. Johnson 1Jith the respect and admiration of 
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'1J Dear Mr_. Secretary:, h.,~.;J;Z.:.,,. ~,;( 
This is the t,pe I spoke of the other day,. and.,,...C.n't do this to ~ 

you. I would writ~ it in a letter except I have a cl"r:~~~ shoulder that 
hurts like hell, e,iid I find difficulty in using either a typewriter or a 
pencil at the pre~ent time. But I will speak as clearly as I can and you 
are at liberty to µse this tape in any way you want privately -- what I 
mean is non-commercially. 

Let me begin by discussing what we spoke of the other day, and for the 
purposes of this tipe, refer to it as Plan B Annex. But first let me go 
into the semantic ~ifficulties we have got into. For some reason people 
fall in love with one word, and that word now is escalation. The increase 
of troops in VietnEi,m is causing restiveness, but the word escalation is 
causing even more. ·I I have never seen it printed or stated that turnover of 
troops is to a certain extent responsible for the large draft calls and this 
is not escalation, this is replacement. I don't know how many hundred 
thousands come back every year, but it must be at least 200,000. These are 
replacements, n9t escalation, and as far as I know, there has never been 
any notice taken of the difference between increased numbers of troops and 
replacement of troops already there . 

. Now we can go on to the Plan B Annex. Two things are rather unfortunate. 
One is the new -- if the paper is to be believed -- call on the part of General 
Westmoreland for 300,000 more troops. And the other is the use of rockets on 
the Saigon area bases. It seems to me that on the credit side we have the 
turning over of the RD process to the military and that the military would do 
it better, but at least it won't be a matter of argument. Now to get back 
to the Plan B Annex, the sudden unannounced and unexplained cessation of the 
bombing north of the 17th parallel, with the exception of those communications 
trails and logistic trails which are being used for the movement of goods. 
It will be said, of course, that it is done out of fear of the threats that 
have been made and there's nothing wrong with letting that be said. I do have 
one idea that might be very effective. You remember, sir, the long discussion 
about Hiroshima. That it would have been better to drop the bomb on a desert 
place. I think we could utilize this very nicely. My suggestion is that we 
do a norm.al bomb run, but that we pick a place if possible within sight or 
hearing of Hanoi -- of the Hanoi complex. I haven't flown over the area, so 
I don't know what it would be. A mountain would be excellent -- but an unin­
habited place where we could throw everything we had at it with 52s -- a very 
small area with the heaviest high explosives. No napalm, just high explosives. 
Throw it at a small area, saturate it, pinpoint it, and stop. No explanation 
whatever. But just to give an idea of the arnoun~ of pressure that could be 
brought on a given area if we wanted to. And at the termination of that run, 
and it should be massive, it should cut deep, then stop. The pressure on the 
South should, if possible, be increased. General Walt should have as many 
troops as he needs to turn back attacks out of the DMZ, but should be ordered 
not to go into the DMZ ana not to invade the North, not even to chase back any 
battalions assaulting -- over the line, that is. Both air and ground pressure 
south of the DMZ should be increased. Any even suspectea concentration should 
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be bombed, but there should also be a psychological warfare included. This 
might consist of lpudspeakers or pamphlets directed at NVN units, Hanoi units, 
telling them they ~ight soon be able to go home, Because, believe me, home­
sickness is rwnpant there. The pressure on the VC should be constant, con­
sistent, and unrelenting. But if possible, if there were any possibility of 
opening retreat corridors or encouraging retreat from the NVN back to the 
North, this should be undertaken. And it should be suggested, even if they 
didn't accept it.-~ that if they wanted to go home, the ways were open. If 
they wanted to come over, that way was open. This, of course, is aimed at 
splitting the two. There's jealousy there already and this giving preferen­
tial treatment to the North might split it even more. It might also draw the 
criticism of the troops on their own central government. If we can indicate 
that something is going on for their benefit and it doesn't happen, they won't 
like the organization stopping it happening, and that organization, we can 
indicate, is the Hanoi government. The President asked the other morning how 
long I guessed that the ceased bombing north of the 17th should go on before 
there should be sofue reaction. I have no way of knowing, but if the surveil­
lance aircraft were over constantly, I think it would be aware fairly soon of 
what was about to happen. I would anticipate that it would take about three 
days for them to get the idea that the bombing had stopped, and it would be 
very interesting to see if they would announce it, that it had stopped. I 
estimate without particular grounds two weeks should be a kind of a deadline, 
but I don't think I would resume the bombing at the end of two weeks. I think 
I would throw another pinpointed 52 strike a little closer, and then stop 
again and wait. We have nothing to lose by this cessation, and the argument 
they will bring up a great many supplies, while it is perfectly valid, doesn't 
mean that the advantages to be gained in a world sense and in a domestic sense 
here would not be far more effective and valuable than the few targets we would 
be destroying. Also, if we find that trucks are moving over the trails on 
surveillance, a sudden strike at the end of two weeks would eliminate them 
and we could stop again. I do not think the bombing close to the city is 
either frightening them or is it bringing them around. The only thing that 
will bring them around is uncertainty and I know this because I've been in 
areas where the pressure was very great. It is changing pressure that destroys 
people, not constant pressure. 1'wo or three weeks of immunity from air attack 
and people would change their lives back -- would live more casually. That 
and to be dragged back would be much more shattering than continuous bombing. 
Our own attitude toward questioning -- I mean our government attitude, the 
President, yourself, Secretary Rusk, should be "no corrJnent," but the implica­
tion that comment or interference at this time might injure a·process which 
had started. You don't have to say it. Just say -- no comment -- that when 
there is something to announce, it will be announced. And if there is any 
venom left, it could oe said that everything so far has been talked to death 
and columned to death. This time, try to work it out. As for the loss of 
face, loss of dignity, that can be forgotten. A saved face and a disaster 
don't go together. And we don't need to worry about 3~ving face or saving 
dignity. I think everyone in the world knows our potential of power, but how 
we use it will be how it's judged -- whether we use it privily or intelligently. 
For example, I would suggest that we put ourselves in the state of mind, or 
the irnaginational state of mind that processes of negotiation were actually 
starting. That we had made contact which was not only possible but probable. 
With this state of mind, I think our conduct would indicate that -- that there 
would be a kind of a jubilation underneat.h it, if that's possible. I'm not 
expecting acting from people, but I know of nothing more pregnant than "no 
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comment" when obviously there is something going on. And it might even put 
the pressure on the other side. I do hope that this plan or something like 
it will be tried. Certainly what we are doing is not succeeding, and it 
seems to me that anyone who presses a process which is not succeeding, is 
pressing his luck, and we've pressed ours pretty hard now. Actually I think 
you would have to do very little. The imaginations of the correspondents 
would do even more than you could accomplish. But there are certain things 
that could be done. A British ship was supposed to have been hit by our 
bombers the other day, but testimony showed that a Chinese ship in Haiphong 
harbor had opened fire with heavy caliber machine guns and had hit the British 
ship. It might be just as well to warn -- or to suggest to the Russian 
government that sooner or later they are going to turn loose on a Russian 
ship, and blame the bombing. But there's not going to be any bombing for 
this next time. 

And so the mine matter that I spoke of might come into being, a warning 
that mines were being laid or were contemplated being laid by the Peking 
government in the Haiphong harbor. If they haven't done it already, they 
will. And if they don't, we should. But if the warning comes before any 
explosion, at least we have an out. Furthermore, I should let that warning 
leak to the newspapers. I hope that discipline on a high military level is 
complete. What juniors talk about and leak and distribute doesn't matter a 
bit as long as the chiefs know what is going on and why it is going on and 
will enforce their own secrecy about it. Meanwhile I should encourage, or 
even initiate, every kind of speculation from all over the world about what 
is going on because many times people are forced into a position because it 
is expected of them. 

Now I'll go on to some of the other small and dirty weapons that I have 
suggested in the past which have not been used but seem to me might be highly 
valuable. The first we spoke of, which is the reloading of small arms cart­
ridges with high explosives -- dynamite, TNT, whatever we have -- captured 
ammunition, standard Chinese arn..7.u:,ition and anything that we found -- leaving 
it around, or leaving it on bodies. The same thing can be done with grenades 
with a fuze clipped so that they explode when the pin is pulled. And the 
same can be done with mortars, mortar shells. Now I believe that our mortars 
are 81s, are they not?--~ are used in the enemy's tubes -- that they have 
an 82 mm tube which takes an 81 mm mortar. What would be wrong with letting 
them capture a few 81 mortar shells which have been fixec to detonate on 
impact with the propellant. It would take out a crew, and they would be 
rather chary of using any of our material again. Well enough done, it would 
be very hard to detect which one was tampered and which one wasn't. Since I 
don't think we would possibly use any ammunition picked up in the field, it 
would be of no danger to our own people. But they have used captured weapons 
ammunition from the beginning. I am not advocating filling small arms fire 
from our weapons with TNT -- only the standard Chinese shell. I have forgotten 
.-:xactly the caliber, but it is 7 point something, I believe. 

I have another psy war appraoch which I think might be very effective. 
As you know, sir, the North and the Viet Cong are badly hurt in a medical sense. 
The incidence of polidismo is high,meningitis, and difficulty from infection 
is very high. Loss from infected wounds is not only high, but discouraging. 
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The Vietnamese is no more proof against the mosquito than we are and he 
doesn't haYe the medicine to cure it, or to work on it. I suggest then 
that you look at the packaging of American drugs -- the drugs that are 
packaged in aluminum foil. I propose that you package not only atabrine 
or quinine, remedies for fever, but penicillins and various other immediately 
needed drugs. Let the foil in which the drugs are protected carry the message, 
and at least one 1:,hing should be said -- "You'll be told this is poison. 
If you believe that, try it on the cat, and then give it to your friends." 
It would be a gift, and I swear to you they would pick that one up. The 
penicillin could be either a jelly, the way they serve catsup in restaurants 
now, or it could be a powder, but protected by the foil from moisture and 
disintegration through the elements. These could be dropped from high 
altitude, their shine would make them easily discovered, and believe me, 
they would be picked up. Whatever propaganda message you want could be 
printed on the outside of them, and they would stay with people until they 
were used. Furthermore, evidence of them is hard to cover up unless you 
bury them. You can't destroy them. 

During the last world war, I designed a method of drops to the partisans 
in Norway, Denmark, some of France of combining blocks of TNT for sabotage 
of railways and so forth with instructions, and combining it with chocolate 
which people needed terribly and wanted terribly. A man who would not pick 
up and wanted no part of a detonating device would certainly pick up some­
thing that had chocolate in it. There must be something parallel now, and 
while they don't need detonation, they do need medicine, and they will pick 
up anything that will help them and they will read it. Just picking up 
propaganda leaflets -- and some of them have been pretty inept -- I've seen 
them -- is not enough. The messages now, I think should be -- come over, or 
go home, the war is over, the war is nearly over, you're wasting your time, 
you're being "had", the boGses are fighting among themselves -- who's going 
to win and what will you get out of it? But combining your propaganda message 
with something useful or usable~ concentrated food, cigarettes, anything, any 
little thing that combines the message with something that could be used or 
needed by the person picking it up will distribute your propaganda things far 
better than they are being distributed now. 

The next matter is a repitition of a thing I spoke to you about and that 
is the use of Chu Hoi or VC who either come over or are captured to do the 
thing they are already ioing. I know the complaints that come from these 
truly professional people who are put to work at something they know nothing 
about and have no interest in -- rock piles, quarries, road work -- they're 
good soldiers, and they are damned good soldiers, and I'm quite sure they 
would do as good a job for us as they do for the other side if we made it 
worth their while. I see no reason not to use them for that. What breaks 
their hearts is to make them do something they are not equipped to do and 
have no pride in. I think it would be almost a top priority to screen the 
experts and send them back to do our work. If we lost some, what difference 
does it make? And we might gain some very valuable ones. I think the loyal­
ties to people and ideas now are wearing very thin. But the loyalty to country 
and family have not been touched and will not be touched. The propaganda then 
should attempt to split the man and his ideology and his leaders -- but not 
to try to split him from his loyalty to his own country and to his own family. 
These should be encouraged -- no attempt made to interfere with them. But 
there should be instilled a worry and a distrust of the leadership and the 
ideology and the future. 
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I think that's just about all now, sir, that I can think of. I do 
hope you listen with favor to this suggestion. I am convinced it would 
make a great difference and I should like very much to know what your 
feeling about it is if you can tell me. I shall go next Tuesday to Sag 
Harbor on the end of Long Island where I will be available by mail at the 
post office there or by telephone at the number Sag Harbor 5-0997. It 
seems to be true that I am trying to get into the act. I'm not. I want 
this war over with. I don't want a job. I would do any job to help get 
it over, but I don't want a job, and I don't want to get in the act. As a 
matter of fact, I want all of us to get out of it as soon as possible, but 
I would be pleased to hear your reaction to these suggestions. There may 
be flaws in them that I haven't foreseen -- there undoubtedly are, but some 
of them are better than what is being done. I do think one thing: that the 
placing of the large part of the command, both civilian and military, in the 
hands of General Westmoreland and the military officers, will give you a 
better control of the distribution of news and control over what seems to 
me to be irresponsible work of the press in Vietnam, and a great deal of it 
is irresponsible. +hat is one advantage there. 

I think that's all, sir. I'm up at Tarrytown now at the National Arts 
Council thing, and Roger Stevens is going back to Washington on Monday and 
will see that this is put in your hands. I shall be delighted to hear from 
you, and if there's anything I can do, believe me I'm open to absolutely 
anything, but I do not want a job -- I do not, However, it was good seeing 
you, and I'm glad you didn't find me in IJ/nda's room. You and my wife would 
have taken a dim view of that. Thank you very much for listening, and you 
may use this material in any way you see fit. You ought to let the President 
hear it, see it, or do anything you want. And Secretary Rusk who has been, 
it seems to me, very open and imaginative. And I hope that we can all be 
alive to a certain versatility now because we need a versatility, We cannot 
go down an alley. We've got ~o· improvise now. We have to improve, and if 
I can help in the improvisation, I'll be very glad to. Thank you very much, 
sir. This is 

John Steinbeck 
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Dear Jack: 

To be1in I thiJllr,you ca.me through the V. Woolf crJ•it brUlianUt. 
It .can't. e~~r, b• that tough. a1aia~ Jlt' • 1ot to 1•t ea1ier. Y~ bow you 
baye a yo\Uli, 111.a• working for you iame of ·Peter stabell wit.~ married 
Su■an. Loe•■•r, Frank Loe ■■ er' t dauahter. i q.udl~ her oa my knee a• 
a baby ancl llhe bit in• pretty oiteL Buth·• i• ·ave•y Jood am ■mart youn1 
niaa amt· ■houl• b• ·a• ••••t.to 'J911• • :~, • • • _ • • • • 

' . . .- . . 
,. • t . • • ... 

Tha*· yo11, lor takin1 lllJ letter ·to. the Pre1id~ni. I had a lovely 
reply trom J;ah~... R• i• a thou~. and • court.-•••-·man .. •. • . ,. . . ,, ~ : ' . . ,. ... ~ • ., ' ' 

,., Jack, I am·WOl''l'ie4'. ab~ut thebad propaganda again•t u., due· to the 
b~inf. I ba~e Ju1t an.nrered: ,Yem■hnkol • poem to me .. ~ l enclo ■e a 
copy of my aJLSWeJ".~t goea oaall-th• wir• service ■ tcmt1ht bat..,.. never 

• know ■ how m.ucli the paper will print. So I ■ end you a copy. • 
•• 't : •• • ' ,. • ''J -

- _ At.o I.~ .... u idea which mi1ht help to neutralbe. ~r • bad 
public:ity.'. _Maybe you will teU it to the Pre ■ ident .!OY_hi• ~e:,n ■tderaUon. 
n i• all yery ..well to talk about :ae1otiatioa but it i• al■o vaaa.e .. I think 
~• Pr'e•iclent •ho...W appoint a commi•.•ioa of well-~ ~• re11pected 
•••-•American•• Au ■ tralian•, aJld a nmnher •from: aach of our allie ■. 
Thi• commi ■■ in ■hould be empcn,erecl to __11e1otiat•. Alt·ollice •houhf.,be 
opelled·ta Gnrta wtU., aatactiT• phone 24 ~J-'a day. That c:omm:t ■ don 
woulcl be there ready and in•trl1Cte4l to receiT• aay ·l•aa of u.y ld:nd t(t • . 
talk. Thi ■ ~I •houlcl 'be dou •itla. a full bla ■ t o£publlcity\. not ju■ t· once 
b11_t kept alive. ~• commia ■ioa uoald afyiff N. Vietnam that.it i■ . 
ready and wa~ ··amt.that o:a the fir ■t mov• bl 1oocl faith, the bombing 

•__will ■ top. ,I think auch. &Jl actiOlt j-,roulcl.do much to OTerc:om• the really 
dreadful black eyewear• 1ettin1. ~tttn.1. it-in Ge11eva would be very 
important. En,lillll, Frndi., a-. Sc:andi.navian and otb:er ob ■ erver• 
■hould''be invit~ to ob ■ erve a~ t_o off~-~ augge ■ tion ■ !1nd_help. • 

Doe ■ that make •e:n ■ e, Jack. It ia ■omethin1 actiye, •■ omethm1 
the DeWD1;1e• could get their teeth. into. 

You know I do mi ■■ our old a• ■ ociation. 

Your ■, 

Jt.,,--~- ..1< 
John 

-<;",ly .:r.;(.,.__.},_., , , ~:r., 
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The 'President called Mr. Steinbeck 

December 4, 1966 

mf 
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Mr. Steinbeck in 
at his telephone. 

California, but 
We left word. 

not 

mf 
12-2-66 
3:30p 
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Let's get him on the phone if he hasn't 
already left. If he has, let's write him. 

LBJ/mf 
12-2-66 
12:0Sp 
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Wednesda , vember 30, 1966 
5:45 p. m. 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Bill Moyers 
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JOHN STEINBECK 

190 East &vent)'•secondStreet, New York, N. Y. 10021 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 10, 1967 

TO: Juanita Roberts 

FROM: John Roche 

For the President's files. 
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OUTGOING DepartmentTELEGRAM of State 
INDICATE: 0 C0LUCT 
OCHAIGI TO LIMITEDOFFICIAL USE 

\ 

0r1,1ti ACTION: AmambaasyRANGKO~IMMEDIATE 
.ss 

Info, fu1lu 3 oaPK'61 
STATE ./3 L/ 7 90 

LIMDIS 

Please deliver following Preaidential meaaage to John 

Steinbeck: 

BBGIN TUT 

Dear John: 

You cannot know how moved I waa by your letter of January 

18. I am deeply grateful to you for your brilliant and evocative 

description of the idaaliam of our men in Viet-Ram. 

And I muat add that in you they have found a chronicler worthy 

of their gallantry and dedication .. 

With warm personal regarda, 

Lyndon B . .Johnson END TEXT 

END 

Tel. ht. Tele,raphic tr■no•iuion ■nd 

duoification ._ ....... ,. s s - Herbert B. Th son 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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Saigon 18 January 1967 

Dear Mr. President: 

I have been in Vietnam about six weeks now, and most of that 
time I have spent in the field with our troops of all branches 
as well as with some of the Allied forces. From north to 
south I have been on every outpost, have flown with Air 
Cavalry, with Forward Air Control, with 1st Cavalry units. 
In fact I went in with the first strike of Operation Thayer II 
although I have not written about that since the operation is 
not completed. 

I think I know our men very well now for I have lived with them 
and have been shot at with them. I 
I know, Mr. President, that you get many reports through your 
official channels of information. But I do want to tell you by this 
completely unoffici;:. l means, that we have here the finest, the 
best trained, the most intelligent and the most dedicated soldiers 
I have ever seen in any army and I have seen soldiers in my time. 

•These men are the best we have ever had. 

In addition to fighting, they have taken on the duty of pacification 
and repair simultaneously and that is a new thing in the world. 
It seems to me that von Clausewitz is finally dead. He said, you 
remember, that war is an extension of politics. Now we have 
discovered and are putting in practice a new dimension--that 
politics is an extension of war. And this policy is being imple-
mented by American soldiers. They make me very proud to be an 
Amedcan and I know they must make you very proud to be their 
Commander-in-Chief. The restrictions placed on them in carrying 
the war to the enemy must be ar.Ld are galling to our soldiers. But 
they obey. I hope, sir, that in the near future you may find occasion 
to celebrate these men, to give verbal evidence of our love for them 
and our pride in them. They deserve it and I well know that you feel it. 

I am going out to Bangkok now to see Thailand and Laos and if I am 
permitted to enter, to see Cambodia. After that I want to look at i 

I 
I 
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the other peripheral countries, Indonesia, Malaya, the Filipines, 
Australia, New Zealand., Taiwan and Japan. Our future is closely 
tied to these nations and I want to know about them. Meanwhile~ 
if any definite change takes place, I shall return to Saigon. I have 
made arrangements to be notified. 

I shall take this letter to Bangkok with me and will ask our 
ambassador there to put it in the pouch for you. 

If you have anything in mind that I can do for you, I can be 
reached either through the embassy at Bangkok or at the Oriental 
Hotel in Bangkok. 

Yours with all respect., 

John Steinbeck 

P. S. Elaine is with me. She is a real trooper and a proper 
descendant of the frontier. I am very proud of her also. 

Please give our love to Bird, and to yourself our affection as 
always. 

SERVIOESET 

·, _______ ,_____________,_____________________________ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINOTON 

August 31, 1966 
6:00 p. m. Wednesday 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

I asked John Steinbeck to do a talk based on his son's letters, 
for the President. In the attached letter he says that he could 
not get off the ground, but I thought that the President might like 
to read, at his leisure, the extraordinary letters. to Steinbeck ,..L0 
from his son. \I""r· 
I have given them to Harry McPherson with the thought that part J 
of these letters, plus other letters might make a real moving \ 
short talk for the President on one of the trips - not this weekend, '-...... 
because it will take quite awhile to develop correctly this type of 
talk. 

Robert~- Kintner 

SEAVJCESET 
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JOHN STEINBECK • Box 1011, Sag 1-Jarbor, J:.ong1sland, 'New York 

AUGUST 29, 1966 
DEAR BOB: 

AFTER YOU CALLED ME ON FRI DAY, I CONFESS TO HAV~ HAD A KIND 
OF WEARY RELUCTANCE. NEVER-THE- tESS 1 LABORED UNTIL FOUR IN THE 
MORNING TO TRY TO PRODUC5R WHAT SEEMED TO SE REQUIRED, AND WHAT I 
CAME U? WITH, I WOULDN'T SEND. I WISH I COULD HAVE TALKED WITH 
YOU ABOUT IT. BELIEVE ME I HAVE THOUGHT A GREAT DEAL ABOUT THE 
THE PRESENT POSITION. WHAT IS HAPPENING IS NORMAL FOR THIS TIME 
INTERVAL OF AN ADMINISTRATION, BUT THAT DOESN'T MAKE IT ANY 
EASIER. AND THE SPEECH-PHRASES I WROTE WERE WRONG BECAUSE THEY WERE 
MINE NOT THE PRESIDDEN T'S I AGREE THAT HE SHOULD SPEAK OF SOLDIERS, 
BUT THE SUBJECT IS VERY DELICATE~ AND ANYONE WHO SPEAKS FEELINGLY OF 
"OUR BOYS" IS LIKELY TO BE PEGGED AS A PrlONY PARTICULARLY BY "OUR 
BOYS11 THE BEST THING I CAN THINK OF IS TO MAKE SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR 
DIRECTION AND APPROACH AS FOLLOWS. 

I SUBMIT THAT ANGER HAS GREAT VALUE IN THE EXERCISE OF LEADERSHIP 
OR COMMAND, 3UT THAT IT MUST BE USED SPARINGLY, SUDDENLY AND CAREFULLY. 
FURTHER, I SUGGEST THAT IT IS TIME FOR THE 9055 TO GET ANGRY AND TO SHOW IT, 
AND I THINK I KNOW HOW IT MIGHT BE DONE, BUT IT WOULD HAVE TO BE DONE IN 
HIS OWN WORDS. THE PRESIDENT IS NOT PERMITTED BY OUR GROUND~RULES TO 
RESENT OR EVEN TO BE PUBLICLY AWARE OF ANY UGLY THING SAID ABOUT 
HIM OR ABOUT HIS ADMINISTRATION. WASHINGTON WANTED TO BE KING, JEFFERSON 
A THEORETICAL FOOL, JACKSON A MURDERER, LINCOLN A BABOON AND SO ON DOWN THE 
LINE. FOR THE PRESIDENT TO REPLY TO ANYTHING SAID ASOUT HIM IS UNTHINKABLE. 
HOWEVER, CONSIDER ONE THING. /1.E IS NOT ONLY PR~SIDENT-- HE IS ALSO 
COMMANDERIN CHIEF OF THE ARiED FORCES AND IT IS IN ORD~R AND QUITE 
PROPER THAT HE SHOULD RESENT ANY SLURS CAST ON HIS SOLDIERS. THIS 
IS NOT ONLY ACCEPTABLE.IT IS ALMOST REQUIRED. SOLDIERS ARE REFERRED TO 
AS BP.UTAL MURDERERS, AS FOOLS WHO DON'T KNOW THE-SCORE, AS PAWNS 
IN A POLITICAL GAME, AS HEARTLESS DESTROYERS OF WOMENAND _CHILDREN. AND 
THESE SLURS ARE PUT FORTH BY PEOPLE WHOSE GREATEST DANGER IS A 
TORN FINGER NALL ON A GUITAR STRING AND WHOSE VISION OF HELL 
IS A BATH AND A HAIRCUT. AND ISN'T IT ODD THAT SOLDIERS WHO HAVE BEEN 
IN COMBATARE NEARLY ALWAYS IN FAVOR OF OUR FAR EASTERN POLICY ~ 

WHILE THOSE AGAINST IT DEMANDPOLICE PROTECTION WHEN THEY BURN A 
DRAFT CARD AND WHOSB OCCUPATIONAL HAZARD IS PILESe WHAT GOOD ARE THE SOLD­
IERS TO THE NATION? PUT IT TH!S WAY--IN WHICrl HANDS WOULD YOU PUT 
THE SAFETY OF THE NATION, A PLATOON OF FIRST CAV OR A HUNDRED THOUSAND 
VIETNIKS. HE SHOULD DWELL A LITTLE IN PRIDE IN OUR SOLDIERS, 
AND THEIR PRIDE.THEY ARE MEN AND THE X GREATEST TREASURE ANY NATION 
CAN HAYED IS MEN. ON THE OTHER HAND IT IS A LITTLE DIFFICULT TO DETERMINE 
THE SEX OF THE VIETNIK . 

• AND IN THE YEARS TO COME--- WILL YOU CHOSE YOUR LEADERS, 
YOUR ELECTED OFFICERS FROM AMONG THOSE WHO W~cN THEIR COUNTRY NEEDED. 
THEM, DEF2CTED AND WENT OVER TO THE DEFENSE OF THE ENEMY OR FROM AMONG 
THOSE WHO SERVED. ti808, I AM ENCLOSING COPIES OF FOUR LETTERS FRO~ MY BOY CD 

WHO IS NOW TWENTY THESE i-OUR LETTERS READ IN SEQUENCE:AR~ ALMOST 0 
w 

THE BLUEPRIMT OF THE MAKING OF A MAN. SINCE THE ?RESID~NT KNOWS MY BOY 
AND HELPED HIM TO GET WHERE HE IS, HE MIGHT LIKE TO S~f THIS RECORD. i 

C/J
HE MIGHT EVEN GET SOME I~EAS FOR WHAT HE WANTS TO SAY ABOUT SOLD"E~S 

https://ACCEPTABLE.IT
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I HAVE MUCH MORE TO SAY WHICH PERHAPS SHOULD NOT BE WRITTEN 
NOW. BUT SINCE IT IS FAIRLY LIKELY THAT I WILL BE SEEING YOU BEFORE 
LONG, I WILL SAVE THOSE THINGS FOR DIRECT CBMMUNICATION. 

I AM SORRY NOT TO BE ABLE TO TURN OVER TO YOU 1500 WORDS 
SIGNED AND SEALED, BUT IT DOESN'T COME THAT WAY TO ME Now.· I'M A DOVE, 
BOB, A DOVE WITH SPURS. 

SERVICESET 



ili~~art■iifllllli 1llltl~if !Ii!II\,. 
-~ • ,;;. -· t ... !:-.:::~•;:.f'.i:•.-<····~,,..f:-::-::t:-·,~~'.'u -STATES ?;r.'\STA.~;. • -VIETNUFt'\!w:J.-•::;-~-.:. NJTED :·MILITA~• E • COMMAND· • .: '.?"i;:i: •. ~·.~ --. :· ..... 

.~~\~~-·)\ff~~,~~~;~ ~:~~%~~~~-::f~i~0;i:~~~~~~~~it~~~~1:~~~~i;!'.~;~;;~:t;~;:~~~~::~:~:~:::;:_:.:_·_~!~~~~~;w.~z-!'
-·i·1·~~---·;)!'.-.•.·•-~;"f;-- ••. - •'•.,,;:,"•--·· .:.·-· .,.1~· ,.-; . ..,•;, .... .. , _•• .-.._.•.;;:;.., :\.,.-.,t•·~-- ..,.-;.-:.-,,_r:.,.,J.• .•..• ~.--·--:· --1t----J·•~ • .-••..• ,;-,~.---· •f-'·; .. ~--~,. .l"'•.,. ,•.., , .... ''\: \"-"- ~. , .... •._ •• ;;~ •·••\~ ""~ • .,,. •• • "": S• ·:,,'" ~ ~\ .... ,.,.r•,:..--• ......-1..•:;;,:» ........_•...,:-r•ir...,•~>"':°W~:..-•~oj-.,-r. • -~,,... ..... ,.,. ' • •·. • •. • ' • 

~ "'· , ,· ·.:r• ,- • ....,,~:i~ • ..~, ~-~~?-~· ·:·;•' •• '"~.-·-ic': ''· ...,,a,,..-~~-~. ..:.--·-;:. ,,, .. ~ ·:-:,;;.-,: .. -. ,_•. · • PFC · · JOHN STE I NB ECK • 
:j .: 

t-~:~<~~~:~,~-~,~-:2,\·w~ff':·here~;a·'go~ ;}=ay_~_r..o .. -~~,,~.?Oi~be~: at :the- 03t· the ~:~:i.i ~at_~en-:icn~::·to·:the: top 

~):;~!~tli~~f :;;,f~if -{~iili~~S::~}~J~tJJ}f:~1~tl~~-:~;~1~¥;;•t{t~}f;~_
~:.r:'• or· rather·:·l.e-:!era:.yct=. ~ssie..--i.frien~ ..-ca::e .. ov~::- :t!le ·w~e~le.s-; nig."l.;-,·.:e.r..c..t~ey ti=:ve~s'ta=te_.::.
·~..1t--~-'-···'1·1· ··...:"·-:>··•·~-/c:._•• -;.:~.:~ •• ::;_;__·1. ·~· .... - t··,··-·...,:..=: ·--·~·= • .,,. , ,~-c-~·-!- ;or"~---~ -, . ., ... -~-- ·:~..:.. .. ~.!"'I lf~•-,.1:1<··~- -~·--::"' .... __ .. '... ~~-,.~.....-ca_ :u.g_,me, a.-~o-ix:~e. ... _.·1-!le s ..e. .. 10 .... -::--Va,: __ Ow:. __ g ,-c- ...a. ..o -ca::I:e-: .. 9-~--~o.,.;;::o~.;,•~-~'""en wee 
~)':: :--..~.... ~i~ve'·ia~~~- ,::ib:'$.!iay • c··:t' ct· c.0:1 _..., ·il·so":-t>.;..e-f"a-es~ --;.,~•·-:>r: 't'' Yieei;, t....,~t·=--;,;.,(... -,.;o•,~t•-?~e ·;:•.:,,..::;.':! 
::.·<-.;~~--:~-.J~-~1~st";1eiv~:·:e11 _ ·1_i~ed··~!1e- ~e_.;,-iy:_ :,::;~·.:·;)1~:.\;;=7-},.-;?lO'.l~~--;i~~~~--:-:r" ;1.~~k;""~" -~~~ --

.. f.:,~). ·• ~su.bJect~ Ve::.-y i:ll:?Orte?lt·~ .• '. ! 'va '. g:>t to· 6,;,.ve:fO'U. e. little firs-;:!":·f~r\:";-'~-:-1..:.New backg::-0'.:=.d.' 
.;~~~n I 'was first in the L~v,· I ;,.,.e.!'ltea:·ve=".,· ::;~ch to cc::ie to Viet !:e::i. I thi.~'ic I felt • 

, -
::. !.ittle dece.~e.--i~:er sc:::ai;h:!.ng. ·1 

' 

co~c vc::y ee.si!.y. oean ste.tio!'leci at ·foe ~esie._io for 
:-:.y ·er.tire ~.re yee.:rs. Well I asked you. to £e-; r:e ~e::.-e. ·:-.'!-..a:1the o~e::-s ca:Je . c.own so ::;: 

·et ~u.ickly, I ·t-:as a lit~le. s:1oc~:ed.. ! be.; tt".;.e.t I w~tec. to go. Wa!.l as -;i::::e we::~:: c.--i, I 
.:-.a.i ·~y e.::;ar~e:lt i.--i Se.:i ~~cisco, e. _:;ce gi.:-1, e.::.! as yc".lth 2'-..e.s-it 9 I re.d it c.~e .. 
·.:e'!l I .. f~a!.y go~ r.y o=ders., ·e.--ic.~.-ys:c=a~~ fell ou-= of .::::e. Ee:::-e I ·;.,e.s ca=fo::te.ble, ~c. 
I r.s.d ac-:;u.ally req ... ested. to !eave-ell t~is. I-'.·still W<¾-"lted. go,but. I feltto e. st.::-e..."lga 
• panic. T"~t a.ll ..~e:1t e.way, e.."ld by the. t:::e I got he:::e, .. ~- actue.lly ·to New Yo=~ for: 

• ... ,..o•· "'2. ......e_ I 'W"'S'7""'en+-,-., .... .,..e....., ... -~ ~,.- .;.;. •. , ... ,, I!,_ ....,e_ .. n~ I· still ~-~,,-+ ..,.;,..::,...,,.;.a.::,..,....,"'- .. , ~ _.,_ . .,.c:.J. ::,- _:-____,e-J. .....__,_ -"'• u~~-, '--'. •" ....._, ....__"""· . _ .,f/ 1.,;;,._-w _ _,'-,._• 

:z ~ '::i:'a •o.e.:i?::e=oi e.~ eli-:e gra~p • .I we::-~-- • office. _. \ ! •· ir. •e. a_.;~- cc?::!i"tio::1ed. RESTRiGJED 
~ =; REST ... ·1-:.-ve .+~.; ... ,. is -.;s e. -~ o· or , i·o•·o.,.. ..,....,.:i .,. ... 1s •c..,-~o-•i:i--.., e ·1· 0 /C -D ...... c,. .. ., ... ··-.m-..,.,..,..,.,
,y,._ N .•. _.:.. , _. n It . ... _-J "·~•5 - J~ff.""-.:•.-J; •• -"'.' ... -.. • "'-. ., .-- :-.... -, .::_=. __.,_ ~-. J :.c---~ • _ 
:o·~ac:/:•.\'·.~t.''~'Well,:nc.r,I do:~.'i; la?ct.r.:c,.~ I . .ru:.ve t:-.is cc=pulsio?i .:o oe C:::?.'le.p;,y,o:::,.;.r-..a:t, :>-.:.-: 
Q)· . • •, . . ·•· .•... - . . , . . . . . 

-s- ~ow_ the stp=:; 1...~olds. I ~ a ·:neys··-;-E-~he:::-e:a.'t t~e ste:;ic."l, a.nd.:.I e.ls_o .h2.ve,·the -:::-egi.:.la.=-
- . :)isc-~oq~ b_it •• -~.1~s-- sittL:g ·he=e ye,~-:a_i-:ey~'.:··~1ki.~g:~ci .. ~e '.c:ier:#.<>!e_ss~o➔~1 :-~~~s. t2~"l. 

we.have .ne:::e•. ~!e··:we:re te.lk:.:ig e.ba.J.t<·.:he' :a~'?;.:.:ha:; ~-:e:-~o:i\: :ree.11:, .n.e.v~ a.ny·_-.-e=::;.ews·;,.•·. 
:, !'-•u~J__:lrJ'.f.r..e:v~•:_e.re;;~"ldc,.:.tstr~t >a.re:-t~&r.~ to ~s by',th~: ~f0-.-::2:~_:;.c:;:O!'fice;_ ..T~'-civili.s.:1s 
., e.::-e_'.·:ge~~~i(l:lcre· l~a~is··e.bo,.it. o::,e::-a-:io:-.l :te~ublic. ~te.~~d.~:·ta_lking. · ~ _~~: t~e ti;e,"',~we:..e.::.-~.'-_:.~1e'.' 

- e.bcut • h_o-.r···g::-ez.t ;wa;JJ,d be· if lfe ~.ad.-~e:i in w::.o-were::o:i.:the:·o§a!:'2.tio::.s· with:i~ :t!le. !'ie:3::t.~· 
'!•' - • < • .. • •• • •~ • • '• • : • • • • • • < • • • "h • h,• .. • , •• •• -• - • ·•• , •• • 

.t--e~'i:=~~~. i:l. t~~~-'fight~. ,1.:l~t it f:FO-~ts:~ to is e. cc:;~2.t, c~~respo:::ia."lt, ·_wi:th.:a:::i·l-:-';o-.::;.. • _ 
• • --~.. 7"lli :·-e.\tape: )~~c_ci,-7.t~~-·- ?re~s: ci_Well. h~re :"it Ya.s/.:~· . .fine_ ic.ea.:•::we~~ lo:~ _1):t"O~~~~~J:to''.get; the 

c.e~a.rbent~-~ogeat~e=J,::-:C".d: cc."'lvinceothe ·e~,..~is~:a~ic:i.;.that • it was·: good·;: _a."'!ci. n~e::.ec..-:I~.: 
•evc?f vent·_•'\~~(the:·ti-ou.ble· .to· e;et:a·_few_ Pii-"s-:'·ce.v~ .. types :t'ci tell: the' sta.tio:1.: ~~t::·s:iit <:... 

}, . t~e¾~ r.~_~s_;ias';_~~}?.ei__~1?-ey:·~ea=~-;~t :_a.it}:!:l' t?~'~ield~t1~i1-:ve.s:·go:fug· £:..--iei~tjt.;·i .·"'{~~~ec.
~:":-· to ·.l.".;-d- .... """ • ... • .. .2 • v · •••• , .... • · · ,-.,,:1< •·· • ... · •· .... . ..... -~- • ·, · · ·• • t· · 

·_7-~,.t"'~;.,":i,!~::.~:¥.O-~"":eo- -'?'-1 ~;.:r~r~;\~-Cd!.- ... '~C?.n.,. €=~f~.► ~'"'e.gu,..e. .. ;i.~ ~~:~::--:i,g-.:=eJ~:~~-:--;;r....e.:r.e::.-e, 
~s~•t·: o~e:,;__:"J~ll/ta~".lck~1ocked .. e.t; r:.e·;';e.::id._.se.id ,·. e=e:-Y<;'.i'.'."vith!:le·,-:c~e.."'!d.,.e.s:I·.-se.ic. yo'.J:bet,. 

, .. my stcca_ch ..-e!lt\=i~~--:-d~.r.i .-:o· cy-'.lclees.··e.gs.in.i :It 'A"e,S ·so "i"si.l-==--;:th 1_t~e~ feeli.'"lg ·-;b~::< -
I ~=d-;go?i~ -";~ciigh~- I '.dic.n •t·. eve:i:.ouest!•:1 :it~ _The -:>le::;:i:.ia.ct· is~t!.a·f r· 1-,:0...,.~ -:_o :go,:6 

b·eca~se:I ·:we.."1~::to~·:.kia,-I ce.--i 't:·~~~1>e=: .• ever :b-ei.~g~so frig:1t~r.i:\ r·k:lw w::at- its lfr.e~· 
•.. I've·· t2.lke_~:'"~o7peojle~ I E.S.ve i';;ie::es ~=e -::-.it:have, ju.sf gotten. cil-t ·o~ t·t"~.+.'.·e s,,n·. • 

W:'"'.-:·'a C:!.e.:,::1.~e_·:1i:ie·ce?l do0 S~. T"!le ?!=s"t Inf'e..•::try Is e:t this· :ali~.ii.ta i..--ithe ~idc.!e 
of 2:regi::lent,of' VC~ a:-.d.they a,;_.eeo'!..,ig to :-.:.::!.veto- shcot thef4 \.'e.y:·o-L!-:;. ~!:.c.I have ~heI 
Sa::!~ ..f'eelbg -that· I 1ve c::-ea";ei tF~:::, ~ell fo::.-t1yse:f.".- I ce..--i get ctL!t of i-:; es.sily, a.-ici 
t~e who!e "t!ii.."'!i;\Jill be sc=e.?e~. T~ey w!ll . O!'".ly ta1:e • Voll:.'tce=-s. ~~e o:-.2.y ot~a= ?e:=s::.:i 
t:-.::.:; wa.--its to go s wi't.~ E?:.uc...,ka~d :.::::;self', hes c.....iy thi='ty c.a.ys le::'t, ~d the Se:r,/•:::..jo-:: 
~:>n •.t let hi: go bece::.:.se he !'~s -~o little t:be lef-;,. a.."":d.he's sa~ :w.o.::e";!-:.2.!'l c::c-.=.g:... • 

. ·.~-.•. ......':. ' . • .. . .• . . . : ,- : _.. . ". . •:. .. -: . ... ~ ..•• . 
....·..:..\ ·-·' ...... ...: SET: SERVICE 

...... "' r ·•·•·· 

https://bece::.:.se
https://ali~.ii.ta
https://le::;:i:.ia.ct
https://e.s:I�.-se.ic
https://n~e::.ec
https://l~a~is��e.bo,.it
https://egi.:.la
https://sc:::ai;h:!.ng


··•~ •• -·. ~":-'.:'."":::"":'.'.::".":7;°:'.='°~".'"'."-:::-C-::'.'.'.'.".:7'":"'"✓--•·:-'--:---~~·· ;..' .. :_· • ....;-:--:----:-:-.:....-.-.:.·..:;•.",_•,;.;··:..;_..:..:. •,• -- ~· ~--------- ••'.'.':·•:;- ..

•,.. -·;.;, ·:·.:-:,:·:~·"i•; ·:/~':<~:;:·.:._;::j•~-:~-r;.:i-~?:<:,·.~r~~• .. : .' :•-1:,: _.,. ,·· • ..... ~;~•::\I:::iii~L ·--:-::?~.c"--:-·~--t 

......_. ..•.. ·.. : ... ..:.. . ·-:: _. 
. . . ... .... • . . :r -~..•. . 4" ,.;. - .. :-,: 

• •,,;. 
• • 

.. •.:..•, ••• ••• .• .. ••,• •,• '..• .•••:,•.✓.•.••• ••••'" ;;_~:~;. ~• •• ;~\\~ •/-*.:f• :•~ •~:>,•/I •· ,:•<••:,::W't- :: • 
·-::~- ,-..;.~.. ·... •• ---..:·•·" • • ···· .. ·t::.:-· 

•·2{\} , ~ \:;T~D ;T;)Ja: !IILITA:~ E CO~MAND,VIETNAll. :- ": ·-{\: ,: 

·.il-{ct~L/ --;~1if ,;~; ._~tiiikiit~ti\-\,~)itt1ft'.:1\•ii~ti}fkiii~":'.;
·'•··-•'-..-Ac••...S-"'- ~<r,-·,;..., • ., ..__,!~«.~~~_..,~ ~~·,1 \~,;.--·,!•_.;.,. -:~~ ,.•·,,•;~_,,.. • ? •• , ··:•: :· "· •. ,. ~ •• ."'. .;"'··'-::"'•• ~- .,,_._,.· :-• •• ~_,..,,.,.~, ~-1 ~l.:i.•--:-,:<

~\--~:~ir;,;:~:,: ,;~~~;t:~i;k~3/.S:i.=:;~:;·~:· :·;·:~~~. ~!:l~#; :/=:-~-->·;:.··~ ·":~~..~--~=;i;~~;\:~~.. ..•:.~:y ~:i~:ii~~-i.1~:·S,·i:~rif:~-~~~:~ir.!.~~i:~:~~~~::~~~;::•~...... 
:i·t· ~11i·•·~'<~---~.,o ?:~n:'·:o,,-...a·"ori":the<~~;~-=-e.iion·;~:tl'.!a( a~'ksa .t.he ···>other'.at'.· '·ce=i:ti"''t'ci'..;get •.-ti~~; 
~d: t:;e".·~~liti~3 'b~~k- t~_-·s~igcn ... Ve w~..ild.'be: -al~.>£'?: three•~?l. a. C!l.01):pe:::-~·-.ii-!d _·days.· .... 

, o= s·o· a.t a.·-t:i:e;, the:t. cc::e -:back· to ..:=.::.:..'....?.clea.r... th.,, z:a.:te:ria.l. u-o or ·,just hava: a..:b:eak­ijri d~-ii. If'. s'c:e. U?l:!r~-- 't-:e-. 
~ 

¥=:.:?f.J::/fanc..· it~'.vit.'.i'get; i,."l,j;o.,--a.=.,f:!ght:. jua:9 _:on. get- dro:p:,;:edinto : 
~cu::' £uckiri 6 .te.pe. Yo1l:r-..t~.y-be.-:st~ti.'"lg t·o s~e 'Wey'·rb a·. little _s~ook. What· even.. I .ce..'1.•t •. • 

'::) -~u:lderstanci.is wh7 I~:a.i:.t to:do··it'°i ..."l·the fizst..1:>l.a.ce.·.r•c s:::iarter than.t!la.t •. I enjo,-
~ tl),:iy· ~eca.<:le=.ca,. I' like and:R£srRiCfE~and~ll ;·thet other f~e crap~.· I would:i~t:. . ·_\•.j;'o drL:..i_"<,~- __ 
; ~!la.ve·: t·o be out the:e •i'o=. oo.'"lths at .a t~e.;. I ·co-.lld -cc=e to Sa.igor.. 't."heneve= I ·wanted to. 
~ ""::r.would. do: -the be.se· ca::i-o".!"'o:=Chuck half t:?.a tbe •. w~il:i! he. is a.it :L"l.it •• : 3u.t once wire-

:i.~ • 11:, tha~\ it U.."ltill the ©:?aratio:i is ova~.;_ Weva got :fire fights just •:five ·oiles"· !rt%\ ••• 
... ·:saJ.ga.~;:-·a.r.c.it vould ·orJ.y take, 2...'1.ho~ e..."l.da_ 1:21!' to ga-: e.11 the way .-to the ·17th· Ba,:-.•·. 

We. will go o~ the Oil ..str.;kes·, e..."l:~w-he=eve~ t::iey ·will let· us go.·· I thir.k it: is the· 
IU _op:;:er.t~>tit:r t::a.t J; ,Ce..."l. turn. ciow:i.:.3t.:.t I also that ! h.e.ve.no -:=ig..1.t:to't ke~1p thi:-"l..~i."lg~ '>-d.o this·:to !:lysali'. I don't like killir.g :;,eople. I l;ke bai.--ig killed. even less. The :;;. 
~.thi."16 is _t::.a.t I r .... "low· I'i:. goi..'11.gto do It. _Profess:!.cr.a.ly,,,a.!tsida of_Chuck, ! 1.::i the only 

1
•• ·one· ·who ··ca!i. _do it- wall. A.."ld.I ca..."l't s-:o_p_oyseli'"i'ro::r d.oi!lg it. I tLin.~ tr..a.t this 'is what • ' 

pothers me nost of a.ll. I thir,J: that I would. have bea::i s~a.,.ter to ha.va stayed. i-"l F?=isco, 
a.:;,.~'"O ... e·""O~ec.· ""ysei ~ -'-o ... ,.,,a +~-~~.......+e,.,.....ta ...; r'!" ,,~y mi~•1 ste. ..... t~ to ,..=-a1 a.,·1 I b"""gi""

&~ •• V A;! .) ••• -- W "•• .__.. • ......_,.,...._ LI l.~J. ti, __ ........_. •• -•~ - .:)- - - - f ••'- ~ •• 

_.;o thidc :tr.at I knew this would ha?:9en· the d.ay r·.\la.3 c.rafted. \/hat 1::.ake3 it all the ti;;re 
axoiti.~g in ~n abost se:cu.a.l way, is t~~ ! hg,vo• the power to:choosa cy owr.. way~ e.nd 

• • I: -:hir.k this is tha u1.ti!la te ··ccm:,>ul~ion·~·I '.va. bea::i tr.r.mg to f;·::id, r:J.Y:ootives, e.s you. ce...'l 
see~ The~ is no feeling oi competion,-becau.sa no..l>ody wa."1.t1s to <io it. I can't seec to 
write anyorie about this but you. I don't e.sk a~o.~a to u.."1.derstar..dit, I do:i•t. It . _ 
is_. irrespor..sible, ar..d .foolish., ar.d my £0::11'i.:>s,:;hope is th.at I really get the shit sc22ai 
out or me on 2y fi.=3-: little outir..g,•2..'1.d give the W!l.Ola thi."'?.gup •. In)a:iy case. I'll 

send you. a letter, sealed, just keep it ~e a. f'ew: thi.."l.gs t~a-: youe..."'?.d. th.s.t ._ray. Tl:._e=e 
-can help :ca ,-rit~ late: o::i, a.r.d you will kr..ow w~.a.t to do,·. and I ho~e want. to, if you heve 
to"read. the letter·.. L'l'J.the 'mean time- just ·stick it. u."?der·a ilyi.'"lg· ~ii~s~a-..,he~e;· Qr 
put in. ·in ar. itine~ant Osprey's _r.est. _ .;- ,~:• ·.t,·. ~;._ •• '...°.;:... · .. : .... • ;' ·-~_;·:-:?·. .. : 

·:i:·.•:.':?'c.::t·:·-.:sno-.1#-on: tna.t, ·rt ·will take a. couple ~f".weeks.toge,; ~.ni~·-t~mg orgi.'"li~ed, 
-~· .. a-6ouple ?:ere. ~o: push· out •• Thope I get a. reply to. 
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UNITEDSTATES VIETNAM 

Fa, 

There was a ~in~ .::an. looking fer r:-,e yes,terc?.y, but I rane.ged to st2.y out of his 
way. You ~.;ill n~ver la:o·li W!";.t yo1:..:;sta:e:::e;.t h~s cfone over here. I 1 !!1 sure tc.e.t you 
ha.ve r.1:.d ~uite a-;i!'.le with :.t. W"r.a.t ~ost -:::ec-:::le de~'--= realize is tl:at -ool::i.tics- asida, 
,the rr.s.n i; e. '.:<ina of friend of :rours, anl r.~t .~ust e.notr.er russian li;.r. I s~y lia.r 
with the g:::-e.e.tes i-eservr.ti:ms i::1 the 'l-:o:::-16, e.!",d only on aw~.::: basis As I'::n sure ycu1 
kra.O"=~·,-the 3te:_3~ics o:i CO!:L-::t;.~1.ist ki:ls r:.re a. rio-t, !=10St ::.--edpJ.bliCD..ticns a'!'e&-7..-"!.d e·ven: 
::icre a::usb.g in their ec.itor::iG.ls. Eo~-:eve:::-, I ttink the g-..:eatest ;\nii:!osity is oei!lg . 
.,..,...ur-a.·r-'- ,,.,e "'r~s-vit •os•r~a.·~ ~,.r' -;.;-r--7~ ,.•.;15n1" -J.1"" .,... +hi"-,,l, t;.a--... s1,-..•·ly 'oe,_.;.,...~.,..,C",.r- ,:: ~,., u.. :::' _ =•• ; ., •'•G.- :::, • • • ..:._ ..;_,.,_ 11 _.__ ,·.a "' ...,w • 5-'-••J.·-;;: .,..., .... a ..'\. .. u ~-

tr.e ;..ustrG.lia::1s are t:i'ie finest, :wost !10;1est l).eo:r,:-le i=i. tr.e wcrld. Ue l:~ve a.::1 institutic: 
here, called P.&~. it sta!"~cls for rest &.ncl recupe:::-s. tio:i.. There is so::e talk th~.t t:1ey 

!!'..?.:r o,en up Australia as an .a&?. c~r-.te::-. If tr.ey c.o, I 'i.-: going for c.y six days. Good 
L'-'rd. they are funny people. 

1•;y ne.ture trip does:-. 't start fo-:: a w:-.ile yat. Chi.:.ck is out in the field :r.ow cove::-: 
tl:at Harine ~ strike, "0:9ere. tion Easti!'.gs", he should be back at th,' end. of t:'lis 
't!eek a"'d the·" I -o out • 11 t..,,.,. s-'-uf;- • ..,,, .... he ",,rs se.., ... 1·n so I~ - 'r , e c 1 r- .:;, .• . • •• e • .t\. ··-· ., • .... a.., • • ..:-. ··" • e.IJn:=.s o en -""'···:?e... 
up by !f:..:.C-OI, becF .. uee it scoc~s the ar:::ys inforr:-iG.tion s:9ecia.lists in the field, E:.:-J 
we can't use i:i: u~till the 3rass lets it out •first. If it doesr.. 1t get tcor-•--:-,.,-;,-::;: ·cad, 
and we 1'2.ve to Can the whole 9peratio!! because of w:C.at they r:::..y call security leaks-, 
everything still stands. 

The pictures a.re gr·sa.t, the: White Eouse photos get here a da.y before t'i-.e le·~t:i:r 
with it. did.. The~· c.i<!.--i. •,;aste ar:..y tir.1e witt t:r.at lette:?:' head. I thir.k I r.ay ser.d1t 
tr.em bac~ to you a:r.d.let you keep the= for IT.e. I'u still in a~d out of ho~els, and 
e,,erytning is a r::ess here, so you car. kee? the?::, ar.d perhaps put tr.e:::. or. the Pi...~!"-ij.:• 
~l. at cabin in the sky. • 

• I~ll ser.d yo..:. s. tape tomorrow. I 1 11 record on both sides. Yot:.r .:-.a.chine hf'.s two 
tracks., SO what you do, if I r..aven 1 t already tclo. yo1.:.::is to ::,lay one side, and then 
,just take tr..e rael that it r.ss 'cee~ feea.ing er. two, a.r,c. pu.t it o:ii the feed. side, ar.d , 
sta.rt all over a.rai:i. I re.ve about 3ight r,::els, &.:r.d we can J:.1st" sta::-t rotating the:i. 

they a::-e ir:. a .:la.iline; case and ever-.{thing, all you :-eve to de is ?,.1t a new la.ble en 
the:: to ser.d -the;i be.ck. Since I :have so !:":any of ther::., we can just kee:;i aboi.:.t five 
in t~e ;r.3.il at all tir.ias, that way, tte::-.; will be only a.bout a day between t::.-oes. 

I hor.'>e vou he.ve your 'j{ Euer fixed. by nr.-w. ~!'hen "':_rm.:.get the first te.?e, ,:u.st erase 
it ~nd ~ecord, and then send it bc .. ck. If t!"".ereis sc,~~thing that I 1.-;ar.t~rou tc ·kee~, 
?..nd t'l-?er= sr.oi;.ld be a lot, :i:'11 ,1ust ser:c. -l.t o:r. ,;. dif:ere~.t, and "!.c-~g'2:t reeL 'chese 
•:ill juf:1; be fo-~· co-:::-::--es;".ondin;i;- I reaD..y write lette-rs beter t~a.n':~-:-:-~-~·~x '7'.ir-::oses. 
I Cc.!1 s;e.<:.k tr.e".l':, but we'll j\1st see rel:? it tu=-.r...s ot:.t, I~ll ?Ut a little prodv.cticn 
-:o tr..e others, a~a. 'they should be- -pretty fOOd ::;,:ac"'..cg,Ees.I 111 ser:d. or,e off to you ton:igr: 
;-.cw tr-,.1: I thirL< of it, a!"ad a€'.=-in, just c:i~.nle the la.ble, usG both sic.es, a.r.d se:r.d 
.;t r: -?:"~t~s..ck. c~ -:hA back of t!"...is, i-i: I tll gii,e :rou a. li-ctle ill1.1st~aticr1 of h~".-." 
~o do:~. ~ell every~ody to write, I~ really ~el~s. 

Enoug:1 of .;his: 

SERVICESET 

https://sr.oi;.ld
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~t;fiiili{!!}:ij~;;L~ii!lliiitfillilfi~i~t~\-tft~~'.01f 
·--%!::~'.~~::·::':i::r·:::--·'< ~ V"Eii'i ro:lf}.\ra1LE, •I'VE_ BET:NouT m THE FIELD GAr •ififo32yr P.A warTTii( THE?..ING 

_ '_NE-Ji. THAT_IS A. PRETTYCOI.O?.FULT3:RHFC3. GETTDJG.BLISTERS. I OO!i•T mnnc I'LL B:S :bonm 
i ~, . .A?i!'rHINGLIE IT AGAINVEY WON .SOON. FIRST CF ALL l•rr COI.O?-."EL 1T LET·l-3.;,UNTILL I. CAM • 
~ ·:. GET THE ST"un' C!EAiED~ IT \\AS lc:JI.LLY?3DICUL.A.S.I JUST ABOU~C-OTMYSEIFKILIBD, ANDTHEN 
• M.~C-CIWOUllri1T LET !·IBUSE THE STUF?. E3LL T:-3 CIVIL:U...~AGZ!~CIFS.,WEO\·JIBE•T OUTT"riERS 
• • . IN ALL THAT SHIT., HAD_'.i'".t{SIRSTORES·.ou A PLAN3 THATS.Al-IEDAY~I'LL START'FROMTHE BEGJlJ:nm 

BY Now; I(M Sn:R.EYOU!;.~VEH=..~rU>OF OPE?.ATIONH.t-.STD~GS_.THE l•!ARmFS ENCOUNTZRED• 
·A.~ ES1'IHATEDR30Il-3~T OF lWR'TH"IH.t£'l.'~•!A?·s.53 IT-STARTEDJUST AS A NOP.!-:A:LRIDuLAM.- FIRE-Fim!? 
EUT f:: ;.:.~TUBN~DTI~TOJ"uSTABOUTTHE B!G(}3S'l' OP:s?..~TIONpl?.rIE"WAR.·WELL I JUHPEDJJ{'i'OA • 
CHOPPER,A}J}?..-:~~t.-FOR?rlE FIG~~~ \vr3H I_ C-OT.?0 ~-IE.BASE CiU-!P,.•I GOTINTO ~OTHER CHO??ER, 
Ti!AT w.a.s-;r..~~:,~,3Al-1UNITIO?l.'WHENIT L~JJDEDmi TOP;01'_'.THE RIDGE.,•'l'r-3 FEE WASso.B.~D.,_··THA'l' 
THE WOUNDSD,-WOULDN1T· 1:.17=,,.'i-G3T Ilf -IT TO B:SEVACUATEn.~·r-r.,:-:,•-:;-~THffiTY SECONDSAF'l'ER.I GOT

.-,i~f:·~ C-OT·IT,- .A}!D_~~-"l!}'JOUT~-WP.ATAPP~.P.3DTO'B~ A .7,-MILII·E"J.':.ILR.ECOTT.";<'SS'-':aITLE ..WD-I .wAs' 
._.}·. T'.IE C1':!LYO?lE'T~:GET CUT.A.I.rvE. ~iG: ?I!O'l' w.i.s_T~?ED, A.~D B'G?.!f:::DTO DEA.T".t{.WEIL.I HIT TJiE 
;..,.,~-GRCUNDWI'?.ri-J-~~:STUPID-T.APERECORDERANDM-1!!1·.Afm,JUST STARTEDSHOOTING.I_ F31.VE:lW-ID~ 
·s ,, • 1i'::AT I 1-!t.SSEOOTJNG COULD~i r.!ETER• .AT~ I I T S:SE_a_'THilJG. THEY F.J.D.ABOUTA O!fE-!fillID?.3D 

.?~D.JITER SET UP,'.'PJ1 WITH so~-J3KIND OF LECK, I F-~DJU1•iPED0"'3'FINSI!ED IT. ~.i"":-::1>.t.~~ 
·,:u..:•;~E?.ETO. B3 CALT,RD:rn. Ar".L'~ ABOUT}Ji HOUROF 'IHIS, WE CAT.i,F;ilIll S0!-:3 AIR ST?.JXES, Af::DI 

Sl-S:.R TO GOD.,THEY DRO?PEDNAPAIMABOUT100-FEET AHAY F::iOHOURFRO;i'l' POSITION. 'AF'ER TH.t..T., 
B-$2!!s WEFBCA.LIEDIM, /..NDTHEY POUND~ T:IE AR3A F03.-ABOUT.~'1EOU3.A!~ A HALF. THE VC 
•STARTEDCO!-cr:ia•OUT OF TJ-!°3•BUSE.ES,.L~DT'.rIBYWE?.EJUST TaEl'.BELTim.,-.I THDt,C·'.JSALL 1-E?.3. 
T:Ba S: IS l{O 53LL Ill T.HS\·!OrtLDL~ THOSE52 :s. TEEY CJ:..M•~+AXUP TriE?.EFO:aEVER, J.l:D N.::.v.:..~ 
~rn OUT 0! .001-~s. AS THEY C.PJ,Z£OUT; WESHOTT~-! D~·m. L=~ CHOF?E?.SC:U•3 IM WITH .A!-~{UNII·: 

. .Am:~l·ZDICALSUP?LITS, wq"JID li9'.i;~,G3TON 'IBE!·I•..I 'i'HEl-IIN·THE • 

i
BUT 'i'nE womm~D Dm-JIT BL.AJ-1B 

,SLIGH'i'EST. - TI' TOOK~-10 DAYSTo···G3T O:J THE RIDGE.,AMDTHS COJ{PA!•lY! WP.SDJ KILLW A.'l·~ 
!EST~~r~ 200 VC, TF.AT1S WITH THEAT.~ STRIKES. I GOTHY 1·!.~T::3:L~L,THP..ESDAYS.A.?.L'ERTF.AT 

•. ;I GO.T·BAC!C-'l'OSAIC-0.!i~ A.?-.'DMAC-OIKILLED T'.r.3~TORY. WHE!-1 f.!~CETP..ATTh"ECOLONELC.tJI GST-ASSURJ. 
. TS N3X'l' 'T!l-S,.,IT C)J! BE USED,, I'LL C-0;.:. ..·}J,OUTAGA!MjBUT NOTulJTILL. our OF A COi-!P..UiY 

·o? 120 l£N,· 35,..s;?E KILLED., SOHSOF T"~1 BY OUR30i·SS, .ANDABOUTTHE_S.A1:IElwM3ER 'WEP3>_ 
s iiOUND?.J). 'l-l!.C-OI:·c..a.LLSS DON FOR THE'i'HATLIGh~ TO !~D!!?.ATECASUAL'i'IES.I 1T I-mm l-!03.!C:!}JG 

~ ~- B.\STA..:ms, BUT.IF .I 1}I C-OD!GTO G3T K!I,T~D., o:a.lt~VE -~{O'TtlE!fCHOP?~ SHOTOuT.:?..0:1mms M~., 
:::!.;:~I AT !.Eli.S-Tl·!ANT',ITTO BE FORA RE.~5011. 1T B3LIEVE.T".riE_YOUWOULD1! SIJEMY.FIR3;COM!i:G:1N•', 
~;·;2 O!·IT'dATBI?.S .:tvHE!(IT· LANDED•. WEWE.tBABOUT300-FEE'!' ·OF_'lHB GROUUD~l.f.tiENF:~Tr-CAL'~·~:'<3 
' • GUl-!S THE SHIT OUTOF.'·IT. -DP.v'lr.<;· •••1-!ACH!N.E. ._JUS'l';'TO?.S -_SOHERE I:·.U·! lN SAIGON;·G:::TTI:·m A?ilp_-~_ 

1 RESTRICTEDi ANO:J:OVD!GEvA?.Y1-mrul'!: OF IT. WITH·!;'J!:CK;·· IT BILL 'l'AK&A l-7>NTHOR !·DRE-~'·,· 
CO?:IVDiCB IS JiELPilmFOR T"rlEM,TO.- MAC-OI, THA.TOLDSTE!J1BSC!<:_ T:-:EWAR&~ORT.,-A.~D..SHOOLD·BE r 

~ OUT THE.~ 1i!TH··TS:BO.Y$. C.....,.-3OPST.ATIOUH.~S'i'INSS._rs·STILL C-OINGon, A.NDOUT·OF.TF.E CCI·:f~~j 
:. WITH, T.HERZ TP.R.!!.··1rTHAT.I w.~:·.FIGh"TD-iG .AREOULY. OF THE.ORIGJNAIS/ ¥~EY.-'l\11·!0Rffi•1;:'!".t!EY1LL 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE SEPTEMBER 5, 1966 

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

REMARKSOF THE PRESIDENT 
AT LANCASTER, OHIO 

(AT 8:40 PM EST) 

My dear friends of Ohio; Congressman Moeller; 
Senator Lausche; Frazier Reams; Torn Bush·;· Virgil Musser; 
the voices of labor who have toured this ·state with me 
today, Jim Suffridge, Walter Reuther, Jim Keenan, and 
Al Barkin; Mayo~ Burt. • • 

wonderful 
traveled 
America. 

I don't know how to.thank you good people 
reception. All Labor Day weekend I have 

over Ai-oerica,and. I have been tal~ing about 
Everywhere I have repeated a common theme: 

for this 

--
responsibility 

that 
of 

our 
its 

country's 
citizens; 

strength lies in the 

of public 
-- and 
service. 

that our real wealth comes from our sense 

Here in Lancaster, tonight, at the end of a long 
day for me, in the rain, it is time to turn to our 
responsibilities abroad. To think for a moment what those 
300,000 men that are defending our liberties out there 
tonight are thinking. 

Our newspapers are filled with reports from 
Vietnam. Bulletins from the battlefield fill the air waves. 
As never before, television brings both the bravery and 
the brutality of war right into our homes. 

We are all concerned with this struggle that is 
going on half way.around the world. For our men are fighting 
and they are dying tonight fer us here in Lancaster. And 
it is right that we keep asking ourselves the basic questions 
about the prospects for peace and about the world that 
our children will inherit. 

I came 
four fundamental 
policy. 

here 
facts 

to talk 
which 

to you very briefly 
shape our country's 

about 
foreign 

First, why are we in Vietnam? 

No parent, no wife, no mo~her, wishes to see 
her sone or her husband go off to die. No ~.merican 
soldier wants to kill or to be killed. No President of the 
United State~ wishes to se~1d any young man ever into battle. 
Deep in our souls and d~ep -in our history -- is the 
passion for peace in all America. 

MORE (OVER) 
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But we must deal with the world as it is and we 
cannot walk away from the simple fact that the peace 
and security of many nations is threatened if aggressors are 
permitted to succeed in a strategic area of the world. If 
vital treaties are broken, and if men and arms are moved 
illegally across international boundaries to conquer and 
gobble up helpless small countries that cant defend them­
selves. 

Our history offers. us many examples. Europe knows 
peace today, Europe is peaceful tonight,because free men 
stood firm in Greece and in Berlin. Perhaps it reflects 
poorly on our world that man must fight limited wars to keep 
from fighting larger wars. But that is the condition of the 
world today. Our objective in Vietnam is very simple: we 
want the killing to stop and the people of Vietnam to make 
their own future in peace. 

The United States of America says tonigh~ that we 
are ready, willing and anxious to withdraw our troops. And 
we will do so when we have any evidence that aggression 
and infiitration and the war there will end. 

I repeat again, as I have said so many, many, many 
times befo're: The United States welcomes any effort that 

.will persuade the men in Hanoi that this is the right path 
for them and for all humanity. For to stop aggression is 
only the beginning not the end of our policy. 

We face a second fundamental fact that people 
have other enemies in the world; hunger, diseases, ignorance, 
poverty. 

Here in this hemisphere we are working for a plan 
to defeat all of those enemies. In Asia free nations have 
made remarkable gains. South Korea has moved ahead as has 
Taiwan, Thailand, the Philippines, Malaysia and Singapore. 

This summer in Washington we met with friends from 
Japan. We have started working together on solving problems 
in all of that area of the world. But the peoples of the 
world tonight want more than security. They want more even 
than economic progress. 

This leads to the third fact of our foreign policy: 
The peoples of other nations want to play a bigger part in 
running their own affairs and in shaping their own destiny. 

Our purpose in promoting a world of regional 
partnerships is not without self-interest. For as they 
grow in strength inside a strong United Nations, we can 
look forward to a decline in the burden that America 
has had to bear this generation. And we can look forward 
to increased ·growth and stability in each corner of the 
world. 

But even this will not be enough. For there is 
a fourth fundamental fact if we are to be faithful to a 
larger vision of the world. Beyond the present conflict, 
we must prepare for the task of reconciliation which leads 
to lasting peace. 

MORE 
SERVICESET 
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In 
for building 
Europe are 
the East is 

r

Europe, 
bridges 

eady to 
prepared 

our 
to 

move 
to 

partnership 
the East. we 

just as fast, 
go in building 

has been 
and our 

just as 
those 

the fo
friends 

far, 
bridges 

undation 
in 

as 
of 

Western 

friendship. 

In Asia, we have a similar hope, though tonight 
it is clouded by war and by bitterness. But still we 
look to the day when those on the mainland of China are 
ready to meet us half way -- are ready to devote their 
enormous talents and energy to improving the life of 
their people -- when they are ready to take their place 
peacefully as one of the major powers of Asia and the world. 

Yes, we in America dream of a world at peace. 
But we also know that the forces that provoke hostility 
are deeply embedded and they are not going to yield quickly 
or easily. 

Yet, day by day, quiet victories are being 
won on every continent. Deep forces for real peace are 
at work. They are working slowly' al.most unnoticed, 
creating the conditions and institutions of enduring 
hope. 

If we here in America, living in luxury, in all 
of our prosperity and with all of the many things that we 
have to be thankful for, if we grow tired, if we despair, 
then much will be lost. But if we heed the lessons of the 
past -- if we increase the role in international life of 
compassion and cooperation, foresight and reason, self­
discipline and common sense, of friendship and of firmness 
then our hope can be practical and our triumphs lasting. 

And those men who fight for us tonight will not have 
died in vain. 

This is my faith: that we, the American people, 
have the courage, have the fortitude, have the patience 
and the persistence to see Vietnam through to the end; 
that we shall look forward and not backwards. But when victory 
does come we will review this period of our life as one of 
history's greatest turning points in the world in which we 
live. 

And I believe just as firmly as I believe anything 
in the world that historians will say of us in the years 
to come: The Americans by their courage and faith, by 
their love of liberty and freedom, preserved liberty and 
freedom and opened the door to peace to all mankind. 
in all countries in allJands for all peoples with all 
religions. 

For so long so many of us have worked to see 
some of the dr,t~ams that have come true in recent months. 
Tonight as we meet here those who till our soil ~re prosperous. 
The average income per farm when I went to tJashington was 
$300 per farm. Tonight it is $5,400 per farm. 

MORE (OVER) 
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When I went to Washington in 1932 -- a year that 
a good many of you may remember but not like to recall -­
the average weekly wage was $18 per week. In terms of 
today's dollars that is $30 ·per week. Tonight the average 
weekly weekly wage is $112 per week. 

In the last six years our prices have risen 
10 percent. The folks who do the work at the bottom of 
the heap in all of the services from the charwomen to the 
janitors to the elevator operators have all improved their 
lot by minimum wages and increased wages. 

All of that has gone into our costs. The farmer 
is receiving little more although tonight he receives 
only 69' percent of what the average factory worker receives. 
He receives a little more than he did get. 

And all of that goes into your milk and your 
meat and your bread and your bacon. That goes up some. 
Your transportation has gone up some. Your services, your 
medical services have gone up some. All of that adds up 
to 10 percent. 

MORE 
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The nearest that any nation has come to us is 
Germany. It has gone up just twice as much there, 18 per-
cent. 

In France and England it has gone up 23 percent. 

In Italy it has gone up 29 percent. 

In Japan it has gone up 40 percent. 

Now we haven't done as good a job as we would have 
liked to have done because we wish it hadn't gone up 
at all. But while your costs were going up 10 percent, your 
wages were going up 18 percent .. And you had 18 percent more 
to pay the 10 percent bill with. 

The same thing is true not only of the wage earner 
but of the farmer. Profits have gone up 83 percent. So I 
say to you tonight: Look at your own family. Engage in a 
little introspection and ask yourselves some questions. :.:·.:. 

See if you hadn't rather have high employment, 76 million 
people with jobs, unemployment dropping from 8 percent down 
to under 4 percent. 

If yo~ hadn't rather have high wages -- not $30 a 
week wages but $112 a week wages; not 3 cent calves, but 
28 cent calves; not burning wheat but getting a pretty good 
price for it; -- if you hadn't rather have all those things 
and have some money in your pocket to pay those prices with 
than to have high prices as we had in the Fifties without 
the money to meet the bills. 

Now there are some people who are going to find 
something wrong with everything we do. We had problems of 
poverty. We had soup lines. We had WPA. We look back 
upon that day without any great pride and.hope that it will 
ever happen again. Now, tonight we have problems of 
prosperity. This is no time for us to gnash our teeth 
and divide ourselves and quarrel with our fellow man and 
abuse our neighbor. 

The problems that come with high wages, high prices, 
high employment and high standards of living are.here and we 
are going to try to deal with them. But we ought to deal. 
with them as intelligent, united Americans. We ought not to 
divide our country. 

In two and a half years we have passed 30 bills 
improving the health, education and the conservation of the 
people of this country. We have had the finest Congress tht 
that was ever elected in the 89th Congress. 

I didn't say what Mr. Truman said about the 80th 
Congress. He said it was a. do-nothing, no good Congress. 
I didn't say that. I said this was the finest Congress that 
had ever been~?lected. And I didn't say just the Democrats 
were fine. I said the finest congress. But I would have to 
admit that we have all of the other kind that we need right 
now. 

MORE (OVER) 
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So when they ask ~ ..about my political philosophy I 
say: I am a free man, first. I am an American, second .. 
I am a public servant, third. And I am a Democrat, fourth -­
in that order~ 

I haven't come all the way out here to complain. 
I have come to thank you. I haven't come all the way out 
here to villify .• I have come to tP-11 you. how blessed I 
think we are. 

To the peoplewio put these signs up, to the folks 
who had the posters, to all the.folks who showed us a happy 
smile and gave us a warm hand 'today, I want to say to you 
that I shall return to your Capitol tonight stronger and I 
hope wiser for having come your .. way . 

. I am going to do everything that I can in the 
• • .I

days ahead to keep pre>~p~~ity_a~ home and to bring peace 
to the world. I am go'ing 'to. t:r:y .to be fair to my fellow 
man. I am going to try not to.be.bitterly partisan. 

I think the other man has about as good motives and 
hopes as I have. All I am going to say to you is:. You go 
home tonight and talk to your wife and to your children and 
to your family and don't feel sorry for yourself. Don't 
become a martyr. Don't complain about everyone around you~ 
Think about how much better a world we are living in .tha~· 
our fathers lived in .. Think about the sacrifices that our 
pioneer grandfathers and gran<:iroothers made. Count your 
blessing~ and theri. say. to .yourselves: "I am going to do . 
what is best for my country." I leave that judgment up; 
to you. And when you do what is best for your country, you 
will do wha~ is best for me. 

Thank you and ~oodnight. 

END (AT 9:: 00 P .M. EST) 
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