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Mr. John Steinbeck wrote this on departure
after being a houseguest at the WH

Wed, May 10))7‘7
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| Juanita: ’%%ﬂ_&

Seriously, I feel it is ifipartant --
l'ﬁ—’t-orlcally -=- to know the subject of
th\:a‘ deus sion between the President
and Mr. Steinbeck.

P P
Doesn't Mr. Valﬂnh ‘still have some of
the Steinbeck létters that were sent to

i{or the President? ;&é
dt 2 e %;,e x-é; yﬁf‘
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JOHN STEINBECK ; ;‘
190 East Seventy-second Street, New York 21, N. DV, '
% __" P
N AR § '{{’_ L

May 18, 1964 . T
i
Dear Mr. Prestident: /
I thank you for the photograph you so gracious-
ly sent me. Unpopular., though it may be, I believe with Plutarch
and Marcus Aurelius, that just as vice and dishonesty are

communicable, so does greatness rub off a little through assoctiation.

Your picture will go up in a place of honor as a
reminder to me and to my sons that the American dream is not a
myth that a lonesome and perhaps a confused little boy
from the Texae hills can and has become President through his
own efforts.

I come , 8ir, from much the same background as you,
cattlemen from the dry and treacherous hills of Northern California.
Land-poor we were called. Do you have that expression? But we
were also land-related and land-proud. Also we were horsemen
almost from birth,and that gives a man a kind of humble pride he
never loses. And one of our prides is to pay our debts,even those
debts of courtesy where no payment is required.

I have written many speeches, but I have delivered
only one, my firet and last. I spoke it on the occassion of
the award of the Nobel Prize for Literature.

It t8 my pleasure, Siry to offer it to you and to
Mrg, Johnson with the respect and admiration of

O/AW and Elawe STCibact
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Dear Mr. Secretary‘-— % %; ;4444_‘\

This is the tape I 5poke of the other day,. and z;uouldn t do this to
you. I would write it in a letter except I have a BPursitic shoulder that

hurts like hell, and I find difficulty in using either a typewriter or a
pencil at the present time. But I will speak as clearly as I can and you
are at liberty to use this tape in any way you want privately -- what I
mean is non-commerecially.

Let me begin by discussing what we spoke of the other day, and for the
purposes of this tape, refer to it as Plan B Annex. But first let me go
into the semantic difficulties we have got into. For some reason people
fall in love with eone word, and that word now is escalation. The increase
of troops in Vietngm is causing restiveness, but the word escalation is
causing even more.” | I have never seen it printed or stated that turnover of
troops is to a certain extent responsible for the large draft calls and this
is not escalation, this is replacement. I don't know how many hundred
thousands come back every year, but it must be at least 200,000. These are
replacements, ngt escalation, and as far as I know, there has never been
any notice taken of the difference between increased numbers of troops and
replacement of troops already there.

Now we can go on to the Plan B Annex. Two things are rather unfortunate.
One is the new -- if the paper is to be believed -- call on the part of General
Westmoreland for 300,000 more troops. And the other is the use of rockets on
the Saigon area bases. It seems to me that on the credit side we have the
turning over of the RD process to the military and that the military would do
it better, but at least it won't be a matter of argument. Now to get back
to the Plan B Annex, the sudden unannounced and unexplained cessation of the
bombing north of the 1T7th parallel, with the exception of those communications
trails and logistic trails which are being used for the movement of goods.
It will be said, of course, that it is done out of fear of the threats that
have been made and there's nothing wrong with letting that be said. I do have
one idea that might be very effective. You remember, sir, the long discussion
about Hiroshima. That it would have been better to drop the bomb on a desert
place. I think we could utilize this very nicely. My suggestion is that we
do a normal bomb run, but that we pick a place if possible within sight or
hearing of Hanoi -- of the Hanoi complex. I haven't flown over the area, so
I don't know what it would be. A mountain would be excellent -- but an unin-
habited place where we could throw everything we had at it with 52s -- a very
small area with the heaviest high explosives. No napalm, just high explosives.
Throw it at a small area, saturate it, pinpoint it, and stop. No explanation
whatever, But just to give an idea of the amount of pressure that could be
brought on a given area if we wanted to. And at the termination of that run,
and it should be massive, it should cut deep, then stop. The pressure on the
South should, if possible, be increased. General Walt should have as many
troops as he needs to turn back attacks out of the DMZ, but should be ordered
not to go into the DMZ ana not to invade the North, not even to chase back any
battalions assaulting -- over the line, that is. Both air and ground pressure
south of the DMZ should be increased. Any even suspecteu concentration should

/ .
'%ii.?i' B . DECLASSIFIED -~
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be bombed, but there should also be a psychological warfare included. This
might consist of lpudspeakers or pamphlets directed at NVN units, Hanoi units,
telling them they might soon be able to go home. Because, believe me, home-
sickness is rampant there. The pressure on the VC should be constant, con-
sistent, and unrelenting. But if possible, if there were any possibility of
opening retreat corridors or encouraging retreat from the NVN back to the
North, this should be undertaken. And it should be suggested, even if they
didn't accept it. -~ that if they wanted to go home, the ways were open. If
they wanted to come over, that way was open. This, of course, is aimed at
splitting the two.: There's Jealousy there already and this giving preferen-
tial treatment to the North might split it even more. It might also draw the
criticism of the troops on their own central government. If we can indicate
that something is going on for their benefit and it doesn't happen, they won't
like the organization stopping it happening, and that organization, we can
indicate, is the Hanol government. The President asked the other morning how
long I guessed that the ceased bombing north of the 1Tth should go on before
there should be some reaction. I have no way of knowing, but if the surveil-
lance aircraft were over constamtly, I think it would be aware fairly soon of
what was about to happen. I would anticipate that it would take about three
days for them to get the idea that the bombing had stopped, and it would be
very interesting to see if they would announce it, that it had stopped. I
estimate without particular grounds two weeks should be a kind of a deadline,
but I don't think I would resume the bombing at the end of two weeks. I think
I would throw another pinpointed 52 strike a little closer, and then stop
again and wait. We have nothing to lose by this cessation, and the argument
they will bring up a great many supplies, while it is perfectly valid, doesn't
mean that the advantages to be gained in a world sense and in a domestic sense
here would not be far more effective and valuable than the few targets we would
be destroying. Also, if we find that trucks are moving over the trails on
surveillance, a sudden strike at the end of two weeks would eliminate them
and we could stop again. I do not think the bombing close to the city is
either frightening them or is it bringing them around. The only thing that
will bring them around is uncertainty and I know this because I've been in
areas where the pressure was very great. It is changing pressure that destroys
people, not constant pressure. Two or three weeks of immunity from air attack

and people would change their lives back -- would live more casually. That
and to be dragged back would be much more shattering than continuous bombing.
Our own attitude toward questioning -- I mean our government attitude, the

President, yourself, Secretary Rusk, should be "no comment," but the implica;
tion that comment or interference at this time might injure a-process which
had started. You don't have to say it. Just say -- no comment -- that when
there is something to announce, it will be announced. And if there is any
venom left, it could ve said that everything so far has been talked to death
and columned to death. This time, try to work it out. As for the loss of
face, loss of dignity, that can be forgotten. A saved face and a disaster
don't go together. And we don't need to worry about saving face or saving
dignity. I think everyone in the world knows our potential of power, but how
we use it will be how it's judged -- whether we use it privily or intelligently.
For example, I would suggest that we put ourselves in the state of mind, or
the imaginational state of mind that processes of negotiation were actually
starting. That we had made contact which was not only possible but probable.
With this state of mind, I think our conduct would indicate that -- that there
would be a kind of a jubilation underneath it, if that's possible. I'm not
expecting acting from people, but I know of nothing more pregnant than "no

ey 1
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comment' when obviously there is something going on. And it might even put
the pressure on the other side. I do hope that this plan or something like
it will be tried. Certainly what we are doing is not succeeding, and it
seems to me that anyone who presses a process which is not succeeding, is
pressing his luck, and we've pressed ours pretty hard now. Actually I think
you would have to do very little. The imaginations of the correspondents
would do even more than you could accomplish. But there are certain things
that could be done. A British ship was supposed to have been hit by our
bombers the other day, but testimony showed that a Chinese ship in Haiphong
harbor had opened fire with heavy caliber machine guns and had hit the British
ship. It might be just as well to warn -- or to suggest to the Russian
government that sponer or later they are going to turn loose on a Russian
ship, and blame the bombing. But there's not going to be any bombing for
this next time.

And so the mine matter that I spoke of might come into being, a warning
that mines were being laid or were contemplated being laid by the Peking
government in the Haiphong harbor. If they haven't done it already, they
will. And if they don't, we should. But if the warning comes before any
explosion, at least we have an out. Furthermore, I should let that warning
leak to the newspapers. I hope that discipline on a high military level is
complete. What juniors talk about and leak and distribute doesn't matter a
bit as long as the chiefs know what is going on and why it is going on and
will enforce their own secrecy about it. Meanwhile I should encourage, or
even initiate, every kind of speculation from all over the world about what
is going on because many times people are forced into a position because it
is expected of them.

Now I'll go on to some of the other small and dirty weapons that I have
suggested in the past which have not been used but seem to me might be highly
valuable. The first we spoke of, which is the reloading of small arms cart-
ridges with high explosives -- dynamite, TNT, whatever we have -- captured
ammunition, standard Chinese ammunition and anything that we found -- leaving
it around, or leaving it on bodies. The same thing can be done with grenades
with a fuze clipped so that tney explode when the pin is pulled. And the
same can be done with mortars, mortar shells. Now I believe that our mortars
are 8ls, are they not? --~ are used in the enemy's tubes -- that they have
an 82 mm tube which takes an 8l mm mortar. What would be wrong with letting
them capture a few 81 mortar shells which have been fixed to detonate on
impact with the propellant. It would take out a crew, anc they would be
rather chary of using any of our material again. Well enough done, it would
be very hard to detect which one was tampered and which one wasn't. Since I
don't think we would possibly use any ammunition picked up in the field, it
would be of no danger to our own people. But they have used captured weapons
ammunition from the beginning. I am not advocating filling small arms fire
from our weapons with TNT -- only the standard Chinese shell. I have forgotten
exactly the caliber, but it is 7 point something, I believe.

I have another psy war appraoch which I think might be very effective.
As you know, sir, the North and the Viet Cong are badly hurt in a medical sense.
The incidence of polidismo is high,meningitis, and difficulty from infection
is very high. Loss from infected wounds is not only high, but discouraging.
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The Vietnamese is no more proof against the mosquito than we are and he
doesn't have the medicine to cure it, or to work on it. I suggest then

that you look at the packaging of American drugs -- the drugs that are
packaged in aluminum foil. I propose that you package not only atabrine

or quinine, remedies for fever, but penicillins and various other immediately
needed drugs. Let the foil in which the drugs are protected carry the message,
and at least one thing should be said -- "You'll be told this is poison.

If you believe that, try it on the cat, and then give it to your friends."

It would be a gift, and I swear to you they would pick that one up. The
penicillin could be either a jelly, the way they serve catsup in restaurants
now, or it could be a powder, but protected by the foil from moisture and
disintegration through the elements. These could be dropped from high
altitude, their shine would make them easily discovered, and believe me,

they would be picked up. Whatever propaganda message you want could be
printed on the outside of them, and they would stay with people until they
were used. Furthermore, evidence of them is hard to cover up unless you
bury them. You can't destroy them.

During the last world war, I designed a method of drops to the partisans
in Norway, Denmark, some of France of combining blocks of TNT for sabotage
of railways and so forth with instructions, and combining it with chocolate
which people needed terribly and wanted terribly. A man who would not pick
up and wanted no part of a detonating device would certainly pick up some-
thing that had chocolate in it. There must be something parallel now, and
while they don't need detonation, they do need medicine, and they will pick
up anything that will help them and they will read it. Just picking up
propaganda leaflets -- and some of them have been pretty inept -- I've seen
them -~ is not enough. The messages now, I think should be -- come over, or
go home, the war is over, the war is nearly over, you're wasting your time,
you're being "had", the bosses are fighting among themselves -- who's going
to win and what will you get out of it? But combining your propaganda message
with something useful or usable, concentrated food, cigarettes, anything, any
little thing that combines the message with something that could be used or
needed by the person picking it up will distribute your propaganda things far
better than they are being distributed now.

The next matter is a repitition of a thing I spoke to you about and that
is the use of Chu Hoi or VC who either come over or are captured to do the
thing they are already <icing. I know the complaints that come from these
truly professional people who are put to work at something they know nothing
about and have no interest in -- rock piles, quarries, road work -- they're
good soldiers, and they are damned good soldiers, and I'm quite sure they
would do as good a job Tor us as they do for the other side if we made it
worth their while. I see no reason not to use them for that. What breaks
their hearts is to make them do something they are not equipped to do and
have no pride in. I think it would be almost a top priority to screen the
experts and send them back to do our work. If we lost some, what difference
does it make? And we might gain some very valuable ones. I think the loyal-
ties to people and ideas now are wearing very thin. But the loyalty to country
and family have not been touched and will not be touched. The propaganda then
should attempt to split the man and his ideology and his leaders -- but not
to try to split him from his loyalty to his own country and to his own family.
These should be encouraged -- no attempt made to interfere with them. BRut
there should be instilled a worry and & distrust of the leadership and the

ideology and the future; *#"_"_;____,__‘
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I think that's just about all now, sir, that I can think of. I do
hope you listen with favor to this suggestion. I am convinced it would
make a great difference and I should like very much to know what your
feeling about it is if you can tell me. I shall go next Tuesday to Sag
Harbor on the end of Long Island where I will be available by mail at the
post office there or by telephone at the number Sag Harbor 5-0997. It
seems to be true that I am trying to get into the act. I'm not. I want
this war over with. I don't want a job. I would do any job to help get
it over, but I don't want a job, and I don't want to get in the act. As a
matter of fact, I want all of us to get out of it as soon as possible, but
I would be pleased to hear your reaction to these suggestions. There may
be flaws in them that I haven't foreseen -- there undoubtedly are, but some
of them are better than what is being done. I do think one thing: that the
placing of the large part of the command, both civilian and military, in the
hands of General Westmoreland and the military officers, will give you a
better control of the distribution of news and control over what seems to
me to be irresponsible work of the press in Vietnam, and a great deal of it
is irresponsible. That is one advantage there.

I think that's all, sir. I'm up at Tarrytown now at the National Arts
Council thing, and Roger Stevens is going back to Washington on Monday and
will see that this is put in your hands. I shall be delighted to hear from
you, and if there's anything I can do, believe me I'm open to absolutely
anything, but I do not want a job -- I do not, However, it was good seeing
you, and I'm glad you didn't find me in L§nda's room. You and my wife would
have taken a dim view of that. Thank you very much for listening, and you
may use this material in any way you see fit. You ought to let the President
hear it, see it, or do anything you want. And Secretary Rusk who has been,
it seems to me, very open and imaginative. And I hope that we can all be
alive to a certain versatility now because we need a versatility. We cannot
go down an alley. We've got to improvise now, We have to improve, and if
I can help in the improvisation, I'll be very glad to. Thank you very much,
sir. This is

John Steinbeck
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Dear Jack:

To begin I think you came through the V. Woolf crisis brilliantly.
It can't ever be that tough again. jjt's got to get easier. You know you
have a young man working for you e of Pater Stabell whe married
Susan Loesser, Frank Loesser's daughter. I da.ndlod her on my knee as
a baby and she bit me pretty often. But he is a very good and smart young
man and lhould be an asset to you.

Thank 3 you for t:kin; my letter to the President. Ihad a lovely
reply from hini. He 1- a thoulhu\:.t and a courtaaul man, -

. Jack, I am worried about t!la bad propagandu against us due to the
bombing. Ihave just answered Yevtushenko's poem to me, -I enclose a
copy of my answer. It goes onm all the wire services fonight but one never
knows how much the paper will print. So I send you a copy.

. Also I have an idea which might help to neutralize gur bad
publicity.” Maybe you will tell it to the President for his consideration.
It is all very well to talk about negotiation but it is also vague. I think
the President should appoint a commission of well-known and respected
men - Americanl, Australians, and a number from each of our allies.
This commission should be empowered to negotiate. Axn office should be
opened in Gemevs witk an active phone 24 hours x day. That commission
would be there ready and instructed te receive any lead of any kind to
talk. This thing should be done with a full blast of publicity, not just once
but kept alive. The commission should adyi’q N. Vietnam that it is
ready and waitifig and that on the first move in good faith, the bombing
will stop. I think such am action jwould do much to overcome the really
dreadful black eye we are getting. Putting it in Geneva would be very
important. English, French, and Scandinavian and other observers
should ke invited to chserve and to offer suggestions and help.

Does that make sense, Jack. It is something aétivc, 'lomet.hing
the newsmen could get their teeth into.

You know 1 do miss our old association.

Your .,

John ‘*1;"""& 4

G
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"' The President called Mr. Steinbeck

December 4, 1966
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Mr. Steinbeck in California, but not
at his telephone. We left word.

mf
12-2-66
3:30p
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Let's get him on the phone if he hasn't
already left. If he has, let's write him.

LBJ/mf
12-2-66
12:05p
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. Wednesmber 30, 1966

s 5:45 p. m.
. 11}4’"00'/
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FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: Bill Moyers
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JOHN STEINBECK
190 East Seventy-second Street, New York, N. Y. 10021
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‘3.{-’ \&;\ | THE WHITE House

*R WASHINGTON

February 10, 1967

TO: Juanita Roberts

FROM: John Roche

For the President's files.
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OUTGOING TELEGRAM Department of State 134 790 |

INDICATE: [J couect

R LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
gﬂg ACTION: Amembassy BANGKOK IMMEDIATE
- i . ]
- Fea |y 3 08 PH’BI
SMTE /347 70
LIMDIS
Please deliver fbllowing Presidential message to John
Steinbeck:
BEGIN TEXT
Dear John:
You camnot know how moved I was by your letter of January
18. I am deeply grateful to you for your brilliant and evocative
description of the idealism of our men in Viet-Nam.
And I must add that in you they have found a chronicler worthy
of their gallantry and dedication.
With warm personal regards,
Lyndon B. Johnson END TEXT
END
RUSK
Drafted by: Tel. Ext. Telegraphic transmission and : -
Text reeeived from White Hous dusification woroved b § /S = Herbert B, Thompson

_ LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
s6s DS-322 SERVICE SET



Saigon 18 January 1967

Dear Mr. President:

I have been in Vietnam about six weeks now, and most of that
time I have spent in the field with our troops of all branches
as well as with some of the Allied forces. From north to
south I have been on every outpost, have flown with Air
Cavalry, with Forward Air Control, with 1st Cavalry units.
In fact I went in with the first strike of Operation Thayer II
although I have not written about that since the operation is
not completed.

I think I know our men very well now for I ha.ve lived with them
and have been shot at with them.

I know, Mr, President, that you get many reports through your
official channels of information. But I do want to tell you by this
completely unoffici~l means, that we have here the finest, the
best trained, the most intelligent and the most dedicated soldiers
I have ever seen in any army and I have seen soldiers in my time,
-These men are the best we have ever had.

In addition to fighting, they have taken on the duty of pacification

and repair simultaneously and that is a new thing in the world.

It seems to me that von Clausewitz is finally dead., He said, you
remember, that war is an extension of politics. Now we have
discovered and are putting in practice a new dimension--that

politics is an extension of war. And this policy is being imple~ .
mented by American soldiers. They make me very proud to be an
American and I know they must make you very proud to be their
Commander-in-~-Chief, The restrictions placed on them in carrying
the war to the enemy must be and are galling to our soldiers. But
they obey. I hope, sir, that in the near future you may find occasion
to celebrate these men, to give verbal evidence of our love for them
and our pride in them. They deserve it and I well know that you feel it,

I am going out to Bangkok now to see Thailand and Laos and if I am
permitted to enter, to see Cambodia. After that I want to look at
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the other peripheral countries, Indonesia, Malaya, the Filipines,
Australia, New Zealand, Taiwan and Japan. Our future is closely
tied to these nations and I want to know about them. Meanwhile,

if any definite change takes place, I shall return to Saigon. I have
made arrangements to be notified.

I shall take this letter to Bangkok with me and will ask our
ambassador there to put it in the pouch for you.

If you have anything in mind that I can do for you, I can be
reached either through the embassy at Bangkok or at the Oriental
Hotel in Bangkok.

Yours with all respect,

John Steinbeck

P.S. Elaine is with me. She is a real trooper and a proper
descendant of the frontier., I am very proud of her also,

Please give our love to Bird, and to yourself our affection as
always.
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L}
MEMORANDUM @

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 31, 1966
6:00 p.m. Wednesday

MR. PRESIDENT: (/a

I asked John Steinbeck to do a talk based on his son's letters,

for the President, In the attached letter he says that he could

not get off the ground, but I thought that the President might like

to read, at his leisure, the extraordinary letters to Steinbeck

from his son, M :

I have given them to Harry McPherson with the thought that part

of these letters, plus other letters might make a real moving .h\
short talk for the President on one of the trips -~ not this weekend,

because it will take quite awhile to develop correctly this type of

talk,

Robert 'E. Kintner
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JOHN STEINBECK + Box 1017, Sag Harbor, Long Tsland, New York

AUGUST 29, 1566

DEAR BOB:

AFTER YOU CALLED ME ON FRIDAY, I CONFESS TG HAVXE HAD A KIND
. OF WEARY RELUCTANCE. NEVER-THE- KESS 1 LABORED UNTIL FOUR IN THE
MORNING TO TRY TO PRODUCER WHAT SEEMED TO SE REQUIRED, AND WHAT I
CAME UP WITH, I WOULDN'T SEND. I WISH I COULD HAVE TALKED WITH
YOU ABOUT IT. BELIEVE ME ! HAVE THOUGHT A GREAT DEAL ABOUT THE
THE PRESENT POSITION. WHAT IS HAPPENING IS NORMAL FOR THIS TIME
INTERVAL OF AN ADMINISTRATION, BUT THAT DOESN'T MAKE IT ANY
EASIER. AND THE SPEECH-PHRASES 1 WROTE WERE WRONG BECAUSE THEY WERE
MINE NOT THE PRESDDEN T'S I AGREE THAT HE SHOULD SPEAK OF SOLDIERS,
BUT THE SUBJECT IS VERY DELICATEX AND ANYONE WHO SPEAKS FEELINGLY OF
"OUR BOYS"™ IS LIKELY TO BE PEGGED AS A PHONY PARTICULARLY BY "OUR
BOYS" THE BEST THING I CAN THINK OF IS TO MAKE SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR
DIRECTION AND APPROACH AS FOLLOVS.

I SUBMIiT THAT ANGER HAS GREAT VALUE IN THE EXERCISE OF LEADERSHIP
OR COMMAND, BUT THAT IT MUST BE USED SPARINGLY, SUDDENLY AND CAREFULLY.
FURTHER, I SUGGEST THAT IT IS TIME FOR THE 380SS TO GET ANGRY AND TO SHOW IT,
AND I THINK 1 KNOW HOW IT MIGHT B E DONE, BUT IT WCULD HAVE TO BE DONE IN
HIS OWN WORDS., THE PRESIDENT IS NOT PERMITTED BY OUR GROUND<RULES TO
RESENT OR EVEN TO BE PUBLICLY AWARE OF ANY UGLY THING SAID ABOUT
HIM OR ABOUT HIS ADMINISTRATION. WASHINGTON WANTED TO BE KING, JEFFERSON
A THEORETICAL FOOL, JACKSON A MURDERER, LINCOLM A BABOON AND SO ON DOWN THE
LINE. FOR THE PRESIDENT TO REPLY TO ANYTHING SAID A30UT HIM IS UNTHINKABLE.
HOWEVER, CONSIDER ONE THING.J?E IS NCT ONLY PRESIDENT-- HE IS ALSO
COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE ARMED FORCES AND IT IS IN ORDER AND QUITE
PROPER THAT HE SHOULD RESENT ANY SLURS CAST ON HIS SOLDIERS. THIS
IS NOT ONLY ACCEPTABLE.IT IS ALMOST REQUIRED. SOLDIERS ARE REFERRED TO
AS BRUTAL MURDERERS, AS FOOLS WHO DON'T KNOW THE.SCORE, AS PAWNS
IN A POLITICAL GAME, AS HEARTLESE DESTROYERS OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN., AND
THESE SLURS ARE PUT FORTH BY PEOPLE WHOSE GREATEST DANGER IS A
TORN FINGER NAIL ON A GUITAR STRING AND WHOSE VISION OF HELL
IS A BATH AND A HAIRCUT. AND ISN'T IT ODD THAT SOLDIERS WHO HAVE BEEN
IN COMBAT ARE NEARLY ALWAYS IN FAVOR OF OUR FAR EASTERN POLICY '
WHILE THOSE AGAINST IT DEMAND POLICE PROTECTION WHEN THEY BURN A
DRAFT CARD AND WHOSE OCCUPATIONAL HAZARD IS PILES » WHAT GOOD ARE THE SOLD-
IERS TO THE NATION? PUT IT THIS WAY=--IN WHICH HANDS WOULD YOU PUT
THE SAFETY OF THE NATION, A PLATOON OF FIRST CAV OR A HUNCRED THOUSAND
VIETNIKS. HE SHOULD DWELL A LITTLE IN PRIDE IN OUR SOLDIERS,
_AND THEIR PRIDE.THEY ARE MEN AND THE X GREATEST TREASURE ANY NATICN
CAN HAVED IS MEN., ON THE OTHER HAND IT IS A LITTLE DIFFICULT TO DETERMINE
THE SEX OF THE VIETNIK,
. AND IN THE YEARS TO COME--~- WILL YOU CHOSE YOUR LEADERS,
YOUR ELECTED OFFICERS FROM AMONG THOSE WHO WHEN THEIR COUNTRY NEEDED
THEM, DEFZSCTED AND WENT OVER TO THE DEFENSE OF THE ENEMY OR FROM AMONG
THOSE WHO SERVED.
BO3, I AM ENCLOSING COPIES OF FOUR LETTERS FROM MY BOY
WHO IS NOW TWENTY THESE FOUR LETTERS READ IN SEQUENCE ARE ALMOST
THE BLUEPRINT OF THE MAKING OF A MAN. SINCE THE PRESID’”T KNOWS MY BOY
AND HELPED HIM TO GET WHERE HE IS, HE MIGHT LIKE TO S&% THIS RECORD.
HE MICHT EVEN GET SOME IULEAS FOR WHAT HE WANTS TO SAY ABOUT SOLDTERS
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1 HAVE MUCH MORE TO SAY WHICH PERHAPS SHOULD NOT BE WRITTEN
NOW. BUT SINCE IT IS FAIRLY LIKELY THAT I WILL BE SEEING YOU BEFORE
LONG, I WILL SAVE THOSE THINGS FOR DIRECT CBMMUNICATION.

I AM SORRY NOT TO BE ABLE TO TURN OVER TO YOU 1500 WORDS
SIGNED AND SEALED, BUT IT DOESN'T COME THAT WAY TO ME NOW. I'M A DOVE,
BOB, A DOVE WITH SPURS.

YOURS,
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There was 2 Tine ren looking for ma yesterday, but I menaged to stzy out of his
way, You will never knoe what youistateneni hzs done over here, I'm sure that you
have rzd cuite a5inme with it. What most pecsle don's rezlize is that politics aside,
,the rzn is e xind of {riend of yours, and rnot just ancther russian liar, I say liar
with the greztes reservaiions in the world, and only on a war basis, &s i'm sure yocu
know, the stzstics on comrmnist kills are 2 riod, and nrost red publicaticns are even
nere arusing in their editorials. Eowever, I think the gresztest inimosity is vdeing.
poured &t the vresent; towerds Mr. Harold Wilsen. I'm slowly begining t¢ think that _
tre Austrelians are the {inest, most nonesi nzorle in the world. Ve kave a2n insititutia
here, czlled E&R. it stands for rest and recugerziion. There is soz=z tzlk that they .

may¥ oven up austrzlia as an R&D center, If they do, I'H going for my six days. Good

LYrd they are funny peovle.

Iy neture trip doesn't start for & while ya2i. Chuck is out in the field now cover:
that llarine &% sirike, "Opersetion Eastings", he should te back &t th. end of this
eeek, and then I go out. All the stuf” thal he has sént in so far,hes been clamped

A
we can't use it ubtill the 3rass TS lets it out-first. If it dosesn't get tco tad,
and we have to Can the whole gpersiion because of wret they m=y call securiiy leaks,
everytning still stands, - ;

The pictures zre grest, the White Eouse pheotos got here a day bvefo

Te tre leitrm
with it did. They didn't weste any tizme with that letter head. I think I ray send
trem vack tc you and let yor keep then for me. I'm stiil in and out of hotels, and

everything is & ress here, so you can xeep them, and perhans put thex on
223, 2t cabin in the sky. . ’
13811 send you & tape tomorrow. I'll record on both sides. Your machine has iwo
tracks,, SC whaet you do, if I haven't alrezdy tcld youszis to plzy one side, and then
Just take the rceel that it Lss teen fesding on two, ané put it on the feed side, ord .
stert 21l over zrzin. I 1= ve about Zight rzels, and we can just siart rotzting then.
They are in a mailing case and everything, 211 you have to de is mut a new lzble cn
then to send then back., Since I have so meny of them, we can just keen sabout five
in the m2il at 211 times, that way, there will be only about a day between tzves.
I hone vou have vour % Fuer fixed oy now, Vhen wou get the first taze, just erase
it and record, and then send it back. If trere is somathing that I wani vou ic keen,
and thers should be 2 lot, I'll just serné it an a different, and lonzst reel. These
i1l just he for corresronding wmexTazsEwx wurvoses, I realy write lettars Leter tran
I can suezk them, but we'll just see roe it turns out, I811 out z little produciion
r2 others, and tiey should be tretty good packases., 1'll send one off to you tonizn
rat I think of it, and 2s=in, just chzngze the lable, use both sides, ard send
Zzck, Cn the back of this, ¥Xx I'll give rou & little iliustreticn of how
5. Zell everybvody to write, It really nelzs.

.

. Enough of this: ey
T * -~
gt e - (.%

$ SERVICESET



https://sr.oi;.ld
https://Easti!'.gs
https://Chi.:.ck
https://ec.itor::iG.ls
https://e.notr.er
https://a-;i!'.le

S =

e s L LA SORRY’ I }LW"’\T VRITTEN FOR A WHILE, I'VE Bu_"»l' OUT IN THE FIELD CA'E.‘HEPJNG :
" N=#5, THAT IS A FRETTY COID?:UL 1..?.1{ o2 Gn."‘TI?‘G BLISTERS, I DON!'T 'mm& I'LL BS DOING
. ANYTHING LIXS IT ACa..'_H VERY SOON, FIRST CF ALL MY COLONEL WON!T I=T }E,UNTILL I CAN -
*-GST THE STUFT CLEARED, IT WAS RSALLY R=DICUIAS, I JUST ABCUT COT I’ES"I.? KILLED, AND THEN
FAC-CT WOULIN'T IET MS USE THE STUSF, HELL THE CIVILIAN AGENCIES, WEO WERE!'T OUT TAERE .
.IN ALL THAT SHIT, HtD TESIR STORIZS ON A PLANZ THAT SAHME DAY, I'LL START FROM THE BEGINIKC
BY NOI, J.(H SURE YOU EAVE HEARD OF OPZRATION HASTINGS, THS MARINES ENCOUNTZRED

5 AN .STI':-‘ATED REGIIERT OF NORTH VIETNAMESET RIGULARS, IT STARTED JUST AS A NORMAL FIRE-FICHT

" EUT £=4 TURNED INTO J“IJST ABGUT T”: BIGSEST OPEZRATIONOF THE WAR. WELL I JUMPED INTO A -
CEOFPER, AND. UF'\IT FOR THE FIGHT. WiEW I COT 7O THE BASE CAMP, I GOT INTO ANOTEER GPO'—"P"?»

: _"‘rf‘-lT I'I}.S""""“""? e WT"‘.LOH VHEN IT LaND=D O TOP. OF THAE RIDG... "TES FIRE WAS SO.EAD, ""‘r”'..L
- THE WOUKDED. WOULDN 1T '5"7""1 GET IN"IT TO BE ZVACULTED, ETITT3 THR"'I SECCNDS AFTER I 8-01

-;‘ft’ -'* OUT,. !‘LJT APPIARED: TO BE A 79-MILIMETER RECOILESS RIFLE COT IT, AND TEwI==m) AND.I VAS '

'—A'.‘. ¥

5 _snwuzr.u

. &ALY BE OUT” OP‘THIS vm FOR GOOD, % _ SRR
': _. = = b ,;,-E( iy v

T‘rr" CNLY ONE 'TO.GET CUT ALIVE. TH= PIIOT WiS TRAPED, ..IuD Bfo'le..".D T D TATH, WERLL I HIT T :}u
:.GRCUND WITH MY-STUPID TAPE RECORDER AMD h—lé*, AND. JUST' STARTED SHCOTING, I EAVE:NO-IDEA
WHAT I WAS SHOOTING AT, I COULDN'T SEE & THING, THEY I-_a.n .qscm- A ONE-HUNDRED METER .
PERTHITIR SET UP, AN WITH SOME XIND OF LECX, I HAD JUMPED OFF INSIDED IT, IioZnnswaini=r
wx.zz.?.: TO BS CALLED T, AFTSR ABCUT AN HOUR OF HIS, VE csn "I SOME ATR STRIXES, AND I
SLZAR TO GOD, THEY DROPPED NAPAIM ABOGT 1C0~FEED AWAY FR0¥ CUR FRONT POSITION. APTZR TH <
B-—"z’?s WERS CALIED TN, AND TAEY POUNDZD THE AREA FOR ABOUT AN HOUR AN A HALF, THE YC
TLRTED COMTHG OUT OF THS 'BUSHES, AND THEY WERE JUST TREMBELTNG, I THINK W& ALL WERS,
T:5RS IS 3O HELL TN THS WORLD LIKS TEOSE 52%s, TEEY c,_m STAY UP THES FOR EVER, AND NIve2
XY OUT OF BOiBS. AS THEY CAME OUT, WE SHOT THEM DOW, ii:d CHOFPERS CAME I WITH AMIUNIT
. ANS ¥EDICAL SUPPLIES, BUT THE WOTNDED YOULD NOT, GET ON TAEM,.I DON'T BLAME THEM IN'THE
SLIGHTEST, TP TOOK 740 DAYS TO'G=T OFF THE RIDGE, AND THE COMPANY T WAS IN KILLZD AN 3
'ESTIMATES 200 VC, THAT!S WITH THE AIR STRIKES. I GOT HY MATIRIAL, THRES DAYS AFTSR THA
‘I GOT BACK TO SAICOH, AND MAC-OI KILIED THI STORY. WHEN THE COLONEL CAN GET. ASSURAHCE TI-’

-._‘1 THS N2XT T E,IT cAd B“ USED, I'LL GO X===2 OUT 4CGAIN; BUT NOT UNTILL, OUT OF A COr!?-.N'I

o OF 120 =N, 35 WERE XILLED, SOIT“ OF THEY BY OUR 301...5 AND ABCUT THE SAME WUM3ER ¥

2 @JGIDED, h.%C-OI ‘CALLSS T'*I.-h LIGHT TO DDIRATE CASUA ‘3.‘.1...,3 I DON'T KDHD WORKIRG 'T)R T“E-

a PASTARDS, BUT IF I'i COING TO GET KILIED, OR HAVE ANOTHER CHOPPER SHOT OUT FROM UNDER }"
;'g I AT .'L...AST VIANT IL TO BE FOR A REASON, \'0.} WOULDN'T BELIEVE THE INEMY FIRZ-COMING: H
'é O THAT BIRD WHEN! TT IANDED, VWE WERS ABCUT 300.FEET OF THE - CGROUND),  WrAEH L"TI-GAI..* _‘-_-:_-‘
IACrIWE GUHS . J'UST TORE THE SHIT OUT OF. IT, -SO HERE I- AMOIN SAJ.GON -GETTIIG DRUNK,’ "AND .,
' RESTRICTED | AND IOVIHG EVERY MUWT= OF IT, WITH IACK, - IT 'EILL TA.C A YONTH OR ":0R_.

FOR TAE¥ TO. CONVINCE MAC-OI, THAT O.I..D STEDIEECK IS IELPII{G- ‘E WAR EFFORT, AND SECGULD- '5" “
OUT THERS WITH THE BOYS. E.:E OPSTATION HASTINSS IS STILL C-OIE\'G ON, AND OUT OF TEE CQ-PAN:
THAT I WAS'FIGHTING WI‘.'L'H THERZ ARS ORLY. "'?R:E oF L= 0‘7.IGIHJ;IS _MABEZ TOI*IJP.O"I, ‘l"’r"‘"I 'LL

N

.......



https://O!fE-!fillID?.3D
https://APP~.P.3D
https://OUT~-WP.AT
https://IH.t�'l.'~�!A?�s.53
https://STORES�.ou

SAtiZED

Y

.\GUEN

-.- v
-l L

L4

| oo

-RLYENT T0 SCE OL IX ¢ ""OI WITHE PRIMIZR KY.

wHICH IS 5
- 0% COULD, I TEINK MY FR
NOST CF T’r.* T.h_.
EEFUGIZS IN -165%.

EXISTSD.-

‘Ai

W2

"OULD
NCUCGH

[ L L]

*TTHEE MAYCR I
A_?OLL ILIJ" JUST A VZXY DZDICATE

-

C=T

C.-s.I SERYE

HCNTHE

C

IZITIR, AND

it -
TELL }= SCYETEING,

&5 SCi3 FRC3ISEE.

. !
.- Of

/=D A IZTTE% FROM BuB 1 AIE'Z‘_..'
} drgrn |

YCU ‘ILHD ¥=

I FCECET

GAIN YUCH Y COXLIG CVZR

Tu 2CCEPIE!

:’G\;T by }'—‘

11- b o bt N -qs-rﬂ
e it

G L i ﬁ\,
3T TEE SONZY

INTC ‘5..\.}’.'

' N gEZ GOVIRNMENT AND ARMY, TWO I
THIC DAY,
- 1ca::a.:z..,{

D I‘nu oo

. \....ILL:" N.OF m VIETNAZESE
. E3"EAS THE DRAYINGS, & 2OLE
_-; JIoCRTG ‘*O.-c TKZ ZAND. THS COVTRRIMENT LCN'

AND .nLL

..IL.
fice {3

—TTn
i :L.l‘

¥CI, €0 IT I L..

SiY. HS SECGULD rnT Iﬁ AEPLY AL
I' !—‘\‘T ﬁ-“uo'-.l'-- 3

TELE BI¥ THAT I WILL TRY

JIJCI' %L {.n V i

ﬂ.ibﬂ_.-

Fﬁ!—u
.-dl-..., m -.J'
PARTICULAZ AZS

WILL 1 &K SUxE Bv 'II-:T" XZXT Pl 3

.s'. ._n O

RESUHCIED

ANV DFCHTAICS HEaS. MEAT I RSALLY
70 YOU THAT ¥
2ATION, PIZASS 127 )Z

33 SPORY, AND TCESN'T HAUS
IF You ""U..D COME CJ/=x HIXE. IF IT ZVEa
s KOES _;_u.zul FOoa YOUX O3 IKFG
TENDLS CAX EHO:

&‘ I‘-}b .

I’\"G BUILDIEG

FACK EIS X=X,

"‘0 TEZ MGTHIRS AND '..'IDO“""-‘ OF A&ZR1

-SCECCLS AND & ai.""' THIM SIGNE

&0, ¥UCH THAT -THEY KIGHT

= "'"?.Icr.l' ATTITUDE. IF JUST ONE'Y

L VERY D

MY .-FEART

T.IN TES

T"‘"“ﬂ

-d

{71 IOVE THS PSPIS. IT IS

P IXE0

T-‘.PSZ-‘LT, AND - UITE

- v

CAN

i e
INTEGETY TH-Y ANTICN=

CLLtas

Py A,

XD =3P

ot SR onl o

CXCZ TEAT "'"m. nhn.\._uw

w._r H'r-':.' -
EEVE FET IO

..IB
LINIS

dalsst

W YCU 0= PHAR T=2 ..."

ICTUALE IX fl:;i NN APS FIOM 1
1'x FL".I_on.Jn -.llv-l S| -'J-LD FA‘J-J E‘-c

3 AG\..OD iI

_ . IF. Y{'JU TAL: "'C :':L; [, TEANE
Y ECC:C..__. s & S

TO COi= C::z.:}*. B , BUT }_'_"',._"_"_"‘_‘;
S3 TELL k= ACAT I THIXK TEAT

¥ e ﬂ ‘ITH" .33. .L !‘.AJ_a B-n..;'i

ST CF THE YOUXG POWERFUL MEN -
-.uE EZS TO *XE, Xz C7 'E':.l‘i,' =%
TZk. WE CO JUE.-T ~BOUT ZCERYRHEZAE

-

"‘C'

sl

I':ﬁ .L.“.I..ﬁOEUb—pJ J....n .LC

For

BT 23T

[

XORTH, AND

THZ FAYCR

‘"I}if.v-';

752 P=CrI1E T D 1ovE Yom
CHIS YCUR WAYWARD ECN. IS NCW IN TES PR .GC"“'

0 SUIIDING

- A ® s

SOLLIZES LEQ z4Vs ‘2:1. *ILIZD. IT IS DaAN'E

TETRS, ) 15D

oo
-——ie

3. FEE. "1 HOP2

- ‘,.

YOU CCULS GET.
YCUR HELP

CF‘:‘:F "5':3 ‘.C{Zl\I‘.a

te
=
et Bl J
frre
X TEIEK
in

C’-..—:..\t O;.
T..C AXD ._..“'.‘D_D'T 0 'F'n“. In TS 'ih.:a I.\..f‘..
2T ON. IF I UC... Zy
FIRST PIACE, BUT AT TTAST TEIY
NOT LIXELY &

T 10 C\.C:\ RICZ I :: :{.'.BD CF YCuR 'Ii'f.._....
) JIL C!‘n.\u. AS I ruLa.O"' C'q '2}:2
P CvU.:’.E:.' ' b
T TP EEaLey wisk
: I HiVE GOING, COULD USS
t- - 70 TES A

UE MAY E
AV

P.I.A.'."Q I’:!: Pr.G ZID R :A“ AT .i.r_.

-

SR

'.I.'.‘.N..:C ihal

FaMIIY UND

-

.4 SLY

nIch GET = :':3 :-.:HC-‘._-.

Loy

hay | I"O ‘T g "-'-a.'f -6

...t.-L b
TE EAVS A

TS
I
LiND DI TEE C

Jf S E L]

uomn

P DAY
Tm

. — - --1 an. —r, e
‘i.._, SIUZ PAIMNYE ZCx ;I‘.:.
T 3UILD iz, £0 It

i1N:S

M OTHER PRGZECT WITH A
SERVICE =
B "‘V u.'_“n-.o MWREE CEI LBP:‘:‘{, ”E‘u‘.}::-:k\l
24T -.._.\E »0xD GI1S
g-np,!“"( Im ;.I

~

AVAY

SUILDING, w'? WENT CUT- 1GDAT

ke

ny

PIT:'—.LA. 0"?.‘?
THAT IT WAS

I.WILL 5RING
INCE PIL... Cis

,_‘
o

P
A

GU?.

)

EELWE

TH= GOV
I IGVE TRE C

L TIITLE CRI

AT CaSIN:-IN TE

-
q,_.-—-....l‘-‘

Ol COURSS R=E=.

e
e . T
-

AJ:-J:-H -

L A ]

-
- A

ca
IN EA¥OI. DAY,

0..- ‘b
1 I-fo ﬂ-hs "i: ls :\—CE

kst
O

AN CRrP

lr

“ARCUTD, IT WI

(R %4

¥R

14
&

—

CAX'IO IT >
.*.TL_. TARE
:i S's‘.z{I"‘T?\G

JE‘....

TELAT ATy Py 'r c
2‘.:-.5..‘:\.-.. i

b=t

t'_. .l' 8 B R

-.‘.m": 1C ENO% 1S -
CU WAXT YCU, OR X=5U TO
SIT IT UP. U-L

m= i Wt ot T
TS DIPAXTME

YOU ‘L0,

n.\;Cnaui EI&SB-
NACZ'FCR 1EZ
1€ 1034, AN

SRZ'RPS =
ASCUT S_.Y
_,.,,.-...

Al

S THSN 0 TES ,'

.

W
L}': A:':?PTCJ‘-;\'S FCM. i.t'. b:;.'.r o .\
LL EEI® THE .°

-n_J

»zD,.. 1T.1I8
SDALIV uiUR

N I

\3““15 iu,_..‘s

CUNTEY D=D.

T 8 ¥ FrAAeew
.u:s.n.r..L b'lz..; PR R

T S¥Y, SINGING

.A.;i"' Cr DVzEY

_.

:3 (.Ja..ui 1 .::;G < :.5\'

IT IE& AIGEY XY

S¥aCl

e e

™ PO Y

Allu a0l A&

IS CXI¥Y =QUAL

w G252

-
PeUTIh e il ina
R ‘..---.._-. Vi w
Aleas i =

P REEES, I-.\ ANY CASE I GOT A PUSLI 1.-‘;-_ NS BRATX ST0RN TES ORHER oY, TEAT

", BY ICUR A=RT CC’.E'IEE" Cx THE BZM' ‘WALL, IT S33XE 10 ¥E THAT THEISS COULD ._.3
&L AT 'T::J VC AE FaR AS PRCILTAN Cv:.‘....;, TEAN HAWING 4 PGA PRO-AM GOLF TCUXY 4T 15
CSATECY "COLF CLUB. HIzZ 1 1s ,,-,'-. 33 20},:'_-,, XD THS T u..I.u .’=..._.?.IC.'.:.'S FaVE
“ " TR L e et gt % & Ay '_Q; ® e LGI’Y'LBJ LIBRM:Y '

SEHV!CE SET




“3 0.'.

lee cmwu'.'n v.mm

I”Ih

mm smfs
. Office t«

1 kST Yo, €0 1% 1._1_.'. EZ 4 GCOD TIME 70
.—z CTim% ::«'..‘.'. KS SHOULD Hava MY RSPLY ALIBADY. I
IN; SUT I FAVEN'T [XSHZRED YET. IF. YOU TAL: 70 EIM, TEANK

()

134, i &
L

ol

..

- L3 -
F":_':I-i.;'l‘ I ..'I L TEY AVD z3pL¥Y SCON, | . -, § ot ea
= SOYERETNG, YOU TCLD ¥E ONCT THAT TOU ZANTED 70 COIE CFRRISiE, BUT I
WEIE SOMT PRCBIZNS. I FCRIET JUST WHAT YOU SAID,. €3 TELL ES AGATN. I THINK THAT
+ISU HOULD GATX 3Ck 5Y CONING OVZR EZ=. ROST OF MY :.»:1:&»: 28 VIETSASS. 1 Eals B3N
(LUCEY EXOUGA TOTACCEPIZD TTG MANY EC:3S, AND EAVE IZT EOST OF THS YOUNG PUSSRFUL MEX
---\ aES Guu"”""‘“!\': (5D ST, TW0 IN PAXITCHTAZ 435 LI7Z BI0TERES 70 5. ONE CF TSN, " -
=, ESUEN TH:O DAY, WILL I ¥ SURS 33 THE e TME LINISTEE. E CO JUST ABGUT ECSAVWATRE
-‘6-.‘-‘.., e
£ . HER1RestkR WELL THAT 1S ANCIESR

ZHY LARCGS SRORY, AND DOSSN'T RAVS ANY IMPORTANCE ESoE, W

-
T I RTALLY WAN'T 10 :NOW IS -
IF YOU 73SULD G} "" c.r:.'. HS¥E, IF IT E¥3h CLLUas 70 YOu 1::*: YCU :

HAR
vAXT ¥CU, CR XS5 TO
rr.
J.

-y = .= - ¥ -— —_— , - o
i"i.l.Cd IS K0S ..A.I.r-...hu'i, 7GR YOUux Cu I.I\"O:C..—'.’..J.C.-, PIZAST IZT )T EET UP. IF YCU LO,
ox COYLD, I TEINK XY FRIENDLE CAX CEOW YOU »CiE ThHAE T=S STRTE DIP .?f-..?.:i‘i‘ VIR DEESArZED
ZXISTSD. MOET CF ‘T"r:., I L.T_.'*"C"‘U‘Tc I¥ VT“‘"‘ N2Y% AES FIOM TES NORTH, AND C'*r-'E BEiE 28 -
EEFUGIZZES IN 11654, ALL K =NDE EA vf" ! 3 010 EAU= HV::M IM EAMOI. Df\\, a4 '":f"ﬂ'.‘.:'.},
" RLYWENT T0 £ "“OL IN HAXQIL '.I:T'i‘ii ?“..'.'.}.Il 6.6 I.unO.,Ju_.J 2 1C THZ FAYCR OF SAICGON YESTTADA
Y+ TEE LAYCR IS A DOCTCR, iND HiS ‘-3?..:.':.!\":"3 ‘1"" THAN ANTC :23 I HAVE MET £0 FAR. H= IS XC2
s

o POLnlr,:u-.. ) “SuET A VZ2Y GEDICATS .H THZ PEOPIE ) LOVS SCT THAN ANYOXE EIST.
. 7. G3T THIs,. VOUR MAYWAZD SOR. I8 YO IN TES PROCTSS OF SUTIDTYA AN ORPHANACE' FOR 1EZ.
" CHILL HEN. OF o VIETNANZEE J.'}T“I;.“.» TEC E4VE SzaPTLIED, IT I8 D'E 1DZ4, X1
i~ ES.HAS THE LRANINGS, & POLEL, A¥D ALL THS SIUT FPALNS FOX IZ UILDING. WE WENT CUT- G0DAY
% IOCAING FOi& TEZ LiX¥D. TEE COVESUMENT WCN'T 3UILD IT, SO IF DAY CAX IO I 17,. PERERPS EE
£ CaN SERE THE OO SRNMENT INTG SUILDING CTEIES. £ 12 THIVS IT WILL TAZS ASCUT SIX
;' NCNTHS TC G3T THE :ONSY FROK EIS MEN. MY OTHER Pm.. =0T WITH DAY IS WRITIKG ISTIEES |
.70 -:.“ MOTETRS AND HIDOES OF AERICAN SSRYICT FENI TEIN ONCE A WEEX'WE TAXZ THEN T0 TES
-SCECOLS AND EAVE THEM SIGNED Y VISTRANEED n.y"'*;, TEANZING THS AMERICANS FOR $ACXITICIY:

~.~.E0, MUCH THAT THEEY XIGHT BE FaASE. 'I HOPE 1HAT WEEN WORD GEIS “hE J' IT WILL KELP ThHE

.

¥ AYERICAN ATTITUDZ. IF JUST ONE WOHAN OR ,.!’.L.,Y UXDEASTANDS, IT U EAJE IZIPED.. IT-1IS
- VEKI ZXCITING AXD _—3;..{2}}1’ €O FAR, IT IS TE= HCSPITAL AD O"'L“‘T.-L';}Ia-a:f.: TIAT I AZALLY EAUE
. MY FSART 27 ON. IF IT VORXE, W= MAY E, J-" TC SAY THAT IT WAS THE GOVIRNENTS IIZA

.+ IN TES FIRST PLACE, ] 307 AT TIAST TESY YILL GET SO EZACHN. I IOVE THS COUNTEY DD.

{"y1 IOVE TH3 PICPIS. IT IS NOT LIXELY HOWEVER THaT I-'....LT BRING & LIXTLE CRIZNTAL GTEL 1OXS

|70 CCCX RICT T THS ¥IDDLS OF YOUR THPSS INCE PILS CiRPET AT CASIYIN THS €AY, SINOING
PRIIEVIL CaXTS AS T FOLICE ON THE PIANO WITH PROFOUED AZNS AT 1833 sﬂm CF EVERY

foeouReR. U St 2 A b " R A

- T -

b S

-

g Erds il Y mIITA Mptan
s oan (J;......;.'{ J.I"..L.\u' LAl

i o %3 :c.::\:...t. 'ISH YOU ccu LD “'r HERT, SUT YOU ':3:.:. = _OU.. ..LE S,

i I HAVE COING, CCULD USZ YCUR ESLP I TEINK. W2 EAVS A GOLF COURSS b:.?:.. IT IS RIGHT.NIXT

t 70 T‘Z:";.LT-'.PSET, AND I m.' "".'-.:.'-'c'.::c::: LiYD IN TEE CLUE &Y Ax ...r.-acl.‘“"‘-‘f‘ TRCX I

P THISRS. IN AMY CASE I GOT A PUS TICAE DRAIY 702X 1EE CTHER B..‘.’_, TEAT IS CNLY IQUAL®

. BY YCUR ART CONTZST C¥ THS as.u: '-'.aL_.. IT £33X8 10 5 THAT THI=S COULD -:: 20 GF=.72%
SLi2 AT TEE VC E-'. FaR AS PR0? h--:"\.}-‘l. GOZS, THEAN HaVING ~ PGA PRC-AN GOLF TCUARY AT 322

i — >
v i pam— -

" s4180) GOIF CLUB. HERS I'E Is WAR 0....., AXD THE :uu..nu ALZRICANS EAVZ ALL T
e o s W e S e B L‘GPY‘LBJ [,IBRMY

¥ ® i . . tm a
" -4




M

alllI ]IA .."
Office \if
APG Sa*u,'

RIS ca::wn wsrsm
_-!nnder

mmen STATES_

T

VTHS AND TYG GOIF FOR 1'1' 1S <0

; 'IE':""IR \'A.- "“-\'IER 2 GGI.F P::O"*‘ ?L.a T!-E GI‘S IK E.&IGCN.
3ZAUTIFUL TEAT I CAN HARDLY BZLI=VE IT. CAN YOU I:AGINE WHAT TRIS CCULD TG -FOR RCRAL,

"'Zi

..n-u
a-p EL A

3;&}‘:

_LJ'H. b rh-nf'-l. e ﬂl-u-
'..'\H.i C '32 D:OPL... LIZS

h 01 ccur_:;- 20 70 2

. "ﬁ‘
.D-.l-

NT
oL

o‘,

R;—.L. ST0IC r‘.-i..f‘ .2 CZVICUSLY BOB BCP2E IS THE CNLY ONE WEC COULD PULL IT OFF, AND
I€ K253 V=Y CHRISTMAS, IT WCULD BE GREAT ARCUND THAT TI®S. THIZRE IS NO MCNEY
I HAVE THAT &LL "T AS ICKG A4S I CAN 3L ’I I""“ T0-IEE PCA CR IND JI"'”'
SET WEEX LOFE TINE I'M GOING TO START COLD, T:¥IKG 10 G3T IN .bbCh WITH PALMER

SorTm - e M

bl VAL Fo:l JOLE‘I;?‘ ;Uu..\)..w, A.\JJ ne .J'tl “:..
28 A 2CUTINZ S70P CN THE FGA

ITA

ZVER
CiTl. T==

TRAT, IT-IS'-.-‘. GEZAT C
COME. I ZVEN PICTURE IT

ANY GCOD CZUSE, PEZHAPS EVEN -.Y( GET THAT »Y) ECSPITAL. ;"LCTU LLY THEZZS

SECULD EZ KO "’.CCE"" WHATSOZVER, A&CGAI¥, TILL = WEAT YOU THINE. IF YOU Li:3Z THE D:A,
: HiPE YCU C.a.\E ESALLY ESIP ¥E. I SE3k T0 :’EIE-‘.EER THAT YOU ALAYS COT CHRISTHAS CA3DS

" FRCM MR. HCOPZ. PEREAPE U Ca.’." Gul 1'_". LS AI:Q.?EE. Ir I CA. vLT.. IT ‘.'L'G EIM, I THINK IWZ=

!

29

E’Eﬁ*‘

Uﬁ*‘!

H

t\-‘

3‘

O

=ur
abs

P $iGdanng e 4‘.'55;,:«;/) #

LA g =) t“

TN
(]

SUNTRY

-—_I'D'g’f

| smm 1ZED

0

—'\\4
- -
LS
".""-"."
TTsoe

q--‘l.--n-u

o I

GCT IT M4Ls.
“YOUR
TS AR ©

Maliid

Wl
ING TO LBFP IT ~LL IN PIC'S L‘IiP :-.3:
"'"cs BUT IT

J"le
F A VExY

‘-fA!F.. VIST MAM
YZARS. ""VE
THAT I ¥AY S=2- IF I'M CRAZY
A MATTER Gr FIGET
AN OLD AXD BZAUTIFUL CCUNTEY.

n.‘.J.CI\.-\.L PﬂI.J...-,
THEEY HAVE BUILY
TEEN

Ti...- 5{0\"'" AT
T‘-Iﬁ 'S

o=

‘-n
?\"EW .
'‘TE= S

Lrad )

1'1

wI

7 C

‘-'— .._..—.3
DIECRAREE, IF

i A b

G 10
PICPLE 453 U

CZ

e

whoh

—
153 Dl
EREEDCN:

FedriaTus o ad e
f"'.

ING AND GET AWi

qovﬂ

IZR ...OEN: EE C-OT\G TO GET BiCF AT EE
{C= IF IT IS THS LaST THING I DO0. TE IST ¥= GET £ROT
Y WItd IT. GORC= I G=T IT &5% UP, AXD G=T 'i': UEO =12 I NEED,
D WATCE TE=X COL‘-D"-" WITE GLIZ AND CVZ=wWoRX. I'E
i ...;OJ.,D ES GOCL FUN FCR ZV=xICNZ, AXD TEAT IS hC.:.TiiT" TEAT ANY WAR CaxX
TIEED, AND EVzZaY CDLA 0? EC0 CCMES CUT AT TEESE MOMENTS, BUT I'M GOING
A '""'""'.BER THAT I WAS r-_. « I AX SURE THAT I WILL BE BaCX HZE= IN ThZ NHZ.

OTFICE FOR FUCKING

Flenl 7T SECT AT
AL

I\FCP“"""'
Ear TEZY CAX!? ‘1‘
1 t

Aar

noep m Nonn

R

vegmy LTI T

-‘
[
..-u.\... 1

ir

\"'\ w

i e .x,

lu

e
5 >
-

n.

FOR THZ LAST TE

"rﬂg-?-c
& e e
TS

e

™

-—

'.‘-lm-l

Py et 1) & b

TEN .JU POt “THAT IS WHY I ""!"‘ YOU 10 CCI-”‘ o108 "r._. £C T

S.L]‘ co ‘TEJ T .‘ﬂQIC-‘i U Y Q'I\‘? IT SFIS .._n. pt'h.u-n.a. g

T .rCu»..:s. J:';."ﬁu, T?' f l‘.h-a J.J'\:Jcpq %

."T" AL ln—l - Lul, Ll'F' I"‘ TArE ]‘.QuPITan
A bt = NE T C' VIC_.

I MET EIMN -HP"DG-I KIS BrC‘I'nZ.:i WEC WAS TRaN 5.13.1‘.G FOR k=

VITH kY WORE

 FSALLY BEEY BITIEN, I SUPPOSE Vi 3T
* OR'IF It IS AS WO.TH WHIIS AS I THINK IT IS. NO IONGE& IS
-'-“'- o T_'
YITRE THE CEINSSE, FRINCE AND AMSZICAKS CCOUSYING THEE.)
REE. TECUSAND YE SPE2ATLY IN XEZD OF GCOD MANAGTIZN
SRICAYS C:Y CIVS THIi TiE FIRST TAET
+ITTH TEEER OF 2 ONSY 20 'L&3CR AXD,MANY }ORZ TEZ0. DANS! 70 |
"zaz LATTER. BY THZ wmz, DEN WAS ¥R. 'JCENSCNS ;11:_, ey
{TSED PECPLE ARS ANAZING.| '-"'wc }
'R0 ALL T
ABOUT PAISERVLNG w“u F-tC.

REaleCTEO

T H&VE TO WOR:Y

’\’! RATE,
15 '\.,..., I !-

L F‘DR}:- I'l‘& TA.Y...I\.\I .na

TAT, AND THADNZ JACK

¥OT Ma¥s IT CUT CF TH=

TE2R SA1D THAT YOU WOULD READ EIS CEIPT SOCN. TZLI I-: ‘jG'J'I. It I Pn.\ICED TEAS
5C0D. TSLL ES DYYWAY. K ._OU.\.:..; J"‘nY GCCO. I F‘C‘PE I GBT SP:'\?D A ICT OF

HI¥ BEFOSS I GO 3aCK T@ CALIFCRNIA, I AX SUFPCEE- TO L..."‘A"'T" I—’?"‘ VSXT JUN

| CF THE A7)Y 6th MCNTES AT 1HAT. 4 ‘J“" L=CIDE IF I 4¥ GCING ‘I‘G S'I‘

THCSZ SIX MCHTHS OR 80 BaCk TO TES STATSS T 0 ..,C "LUTY TH3HE WAITING FOR MY

I B0 CC:= : :\...'\ » I 1:.3... I'LL TRY FCR WASHINGTON TG :CONAPC™ OR

CCIPAIASIS INFCRYATION CFF -IT'S A IZ ZARLY

—rer eLeTre Y
g A 1= BUT I ...L.\ A

GDAT TV v e gy .p- - . b kSR

USALIY YIS ThHE LAY, ItLL ¥Izs ¥ :

InonA, CIRTY, AND U
SRTCICUS 2D NEOENH '—0 h}\f 2 =

~l - -‘1..- il ::C -:'......-t‘_. -‘:BTCU.aJ::t, .r.-:!‘ A0
XD IET0RANT; SNEESR MTETI X BIING AXCUND A KOR3

J-\-.\U..r._u_. 3 ~& L CAaN'Y Roeowe ) Iy fe— LD
LOPY LBJ LIBRJ\RI SEHV'CESET

"'00 "-IJCH

"- l-

) 'hAT 15 uon
;Y FRON- YoU- J.wzc 5
X TAYING THIH. I XOPE THAT YOU Ha:
X GCCD SHAPE. %

AB0UT

T IN S:P.I.i.
ﬂ

3 s
'.c..., nErs G
rvo-ﬁc—-r‘-}.r -v

---H-—

ina

-‘-‘-;

v -

.--u-u

l’

rXD
R

LAY arddeny’
ATTACEZSD:

50 1ZiL,

it Is

=

L"f"l"\

L
4

:-}L-
I-";-:-'OLL I'—.‘-‘
iZATS, A5 TGN

NALD .l_.......a....n.au- A i n\l’

Cw -

- m—




THERE I‘*

23-.‘ ‘EROW, TRERE IS ENCUGRZ RICZ IN SCUTH "J_.’E Naki 70

..rd'_. Fte ]

75

:. fi._. .EE tﬁ‘ﬂ\u\ﬂ HEIHM Tor e [ G
" ez nander . _ e L T e g
86243 S it L

3 I-UCI" PO'“:' 'TL-}.I;T.. D. 'll" CG"\‘.’T'?.Y BOTH ZCONCIHICLY AND :CTE:LEC' "ALY AS 'YOU
s D :JL O—‘ (I}‘A—L-ﬂo i, -—rn. Ph-r_.i ..J'l_u.

FoE
GIN/BLE YATURAL REESCURCZ, aND TEAT I€ ..nY Ha0 WANTS IT S0 BaADLY. I “"'"'T T NOW ‘;‘-‘ru I
.Z.-.T"‘ 30 IUv.. FAITH IX TESTPZOPLS, IT IS PRC A:LY EZCAUSE THIY WANT FaZRi0YX O MUCH
“THEY ZON'T YET HAVE THE WIT TO aJ"'AL WwIlh 1EE REEPOXEIZILITY CF DIXCOmalY.. THEY A._.. I.If(\.u
ZZAI0US CEILEAZN, AND AT TES SaMD TI.;*E, SRZanAscEh 51’ "Q.SIFL VATURGTY. THZY PLAY Cali=s
wI1H THEMEELVE, &XD WITE TEILR CCUNTRY, HOPING ThaL I WILL EE CONETXUCTIVE, AXD 3} O
CrTZN TrHAN NOT, ESCMZCNZ GZTE& RICE &XD LEATES ‘l':.":‘. JZC".”Z*.’.Y. IT'" NOT A NEW LL0x IN "'I-..*..

WOXLD, BUT WHY LCZS 1T HAPPIN, I HOPZ THAT I'LL 23 ABLE 10 $EE 1HIZX FIND “HENSSIWES. LI:E
)

s=
™~

NOST PEOPLS, THEY o2 SE4UTIFUL, AND IT W ULD BS FULFILLING %0 SAY TE3 LIAST, TO £33 THIS
CCURTHY FIND Tz INCOXVIZHCIZE CF SSING FHSn, AND PRESZAVE TEZh. Th3IX IS X0 SURBIGN AIiZ
#ChACE IV 1HS HORLD THAT PROVIDIS DIGHILY, THEN THESY HaV3 TEIS, NCT CLIGUE 1:{51—":?;;?1‘0:-:,
‘BUT SINPIS SEIF-REEFICT LT ), THEIR BaTUIE WITH ADVEXSE HUMAN NATURS WILL 33 CVER.
ANY IMERICAN HZLP SUCK AS THE TAINGS THAT 1'k DOING SHCULD BE DONE WITH AS LITTIE NOTCE&
-IETY AS PO.SIRIZ. THEY EAVZ HAD SNGUGE CF THIS 518 BAND SKIT, FULL GF DSLICATIONS AND

BCITIE 35 ";=:.:G, /ND COZING WITE OCCL HILL. THEY MUST BUILD, AND 1= MUST HELP Tk, NOT
- 70 MARE GOCD COPY, EUT T0 MAKE A "‘Tn.O\a’;-u CN. WHEN IS 5TOPS BILNG ~ CIRCUS, ANL THIY
63T LOVAY TO TEZ HiRD HWORK AND ‘wmousmz S TEAT YOU SAW IN T———~_ — 1SRASL,
THEN P'C 2SS WILL COE 10 '11415 COUNTRY, AND 3RING wx:d I, P:tIu.J TEAT THEY SON'E ‘"I:L.
S R L I - N ™ B ] T S R ENOUGH CF E-r.IS, Gw I nhOW.
: LU e T T T e e Ty GEITING TLAED. 1 BT GBT
o BE o T b BleedTen T U -BACK 30 '..'CZ.L NCW. Putnfl WE 1'::
LT e et T e Deele ™ T T4« S0CN, AND TRY, AKD GET XE HOP3'S
c BT e T T R L 0Ty npades wrae pgen T AN GIT
+ TRIS TEING OFF 1HZ JROUND.




il

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE SEPTEMBER 5, 1966

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE WHITE HOUSE

REMARKS OI' THE PRESIDENT
- AT LANCASTER, OHIO

(AT 8:40 PM EST)

My dear friends of Ohio; Congressman Moeller;
Senator Lausche; Frazier Reams; Tom Bush; Virgil Musser;
the voices of labor who have toured thisg state with me
today, Jim Suffridge, Walter Reuther, Jim Keenan, and
Al Barkin; Mayor Burt,

I don't know how to thank you gocd people for thls
wonderful reception. All Labor Day weekend I have
traveled over America,and I have been talking about
America. Everywhere I have repeated a common theme:

-- that our country's strength lies in the
responsibility of its citizens;

-- and that our real wealth comes from our sense
of public service. :

Here in Lancaster, tonight, at the end of a long
day for me, in the rain, it is time to turn to our
responsibilities abroad. To think for a mcment what those
300,000 men that are defending our liberties out there
tonight are thinking.

Our newspapers are filled with reports from
Vietnam. Bulletins from the battlefield fill the air waves.
As never before, television brings both the bravery and
the brutality of war right into our homes.

We are all concerned with this struggle that is
going on half wayv around the world. For our men are fighting
and they are dying tonight for us here in Lancaster. And
it is right that we keep asking ourselves the basic questions
about the prospects for peace and about the world that
our children will inherit.

I came here to talk to you very briefly about
four fundamental facts which shape our countxy's foreign
policy.

First, why are we in Vietnam?

Mo parent, no wife, no mother, wishes to sece
her sone or her husband go off to die. No American
soldier wants to kill or to be killed. No President of the
United State: wishes to send any young man ever into battle.
Deep in our souls =- and deep in our history =-- is the
passion for peace in all America.

MORE (OVER)
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But we must deal with the world as it is and we
cannot walk away from the simple fact that the peace
and security of many nations is threatened if aggressors are
permitted to succeed in a strategic area of the world. If
vital treaties are broken, and if men and arms are moved
illegally across international boundaries to conquer and
gobble up helpless small countries that cant defend them-
selves.

Our history offers us many examples. Europe knows
peace today, Europe is peaceful tonight,because free men
stood firm in Greece and in Berlin. Perhaps it reflects
poorly on our world that man must fight limited wars to keep
from fighting larger wars. But that is the condition of the
world today. Our objective in Vietnam is very simple: we
want the killing to stop and the people of Vietnam to make
their own future in peace.

The United States of America says tonight that we
are ready, willing and anxious to withdraw our troops. And
we will do so when we have any evidence that aggression
and infiltration and the war there w1ll end.

I repeat again, as I have said so many, many, many
times before: The United States welcomes any effort that

.will persuade the men in Hanoi that this is the right path

for them and for all humanity. For to stop aggression is
only the beginning not the end of our policy.

We face a second fundamental fact that people
have other enemies in the world; hunger, diseases, ignorance,
poverty.

Here in this hemisphere we are working for a plan
to defeat all of those enemies. In Asia free nations have
made remarkable gains. South Korea has moved ahead as has
Taiwan, Thailand, the Philippines, Malaysia and S8ingapore.

This summer in Washington we met with friends from
Japan. We have started working together on solving problems
in all of that area of the world. But the peoples of the
world tonight want more than security. They want more even
than economic progress.

This leads to the third fact of our foreign policy:
The peoples of other nations want to play a bigger part in
running their own affairs and in shaping their own destiny.

Our purpose in promoting a world of regional
partnerships is not without self-interest. For as they
grow in strength inside a strong United Nations, we can
look forward to a decline in the burden that America
has had to bear this generation. And we can look forward
to increased growth and stability in each corner of the
world. ‘

But even this will not be enough. For there is
a fourth fundamental fact if we are to be faithful to a
larger vision of the world. Beyond the present conflict,
we must prepare for the task of reconciliation which leads
to lasting peace.

MORE
SERVICE SET
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In Europe, our partnership has been the foundation
for building bridges to the East. We and our friends in Western
Europe are ready to move just as fast, just as far, as

the East is prepared to go in building those bridges of
friendship.

In Asia, we have a similar hope, though tonight
it is clouded by war and by bitterness. But still we
look to the day when those on the mainland of China are
ready to meet us half way -- are ready to devote their
enormous talents and energy to improving the life of
their people -~ when they are ready to take their place
peacefully as one of the major powers of Asia and the world.

Yes, we in America dream of a world at peace.
But we also know that the forces that provoke hostility
are deeply embedded and they are not going to yield quickly
or easily.

Yet, day by day, quiet victories are being
won on every continent. Deep forces for real peace are
at work. They are working slowly’ almost unnoticed,
creating the conditions and institutions of enduring
hope.

If we here in America, living in luxury, in all
of our prosperity and with all of the many things that we
have to be thankful for, if we grow tired, if we despair,
then much will be lost. BRut if we heed the lessons of the
past -- if we increase the role in international life of
compassion and cooperation, foresight and reason, self-
discipline and common sense, of friendship and of firmness -~
then our hope can be practical and our triumphs lasting.

And those men who fight for us tonight will not have
died in vain.

This is my faith: that we, the American people,
have the courage, have the fortitude, have the patience
and the persistence to see Vietnam through to the end;
that we shall look forward and not backwards. But when victory
does come we will review this period of our life as one of
history's greatest turning points in the world in which we
live.

And I believe just as firmly as I believe anything
in the world that histoxians will say of us in the years
to come: The Americans by their courage and faith, by
their love of liberty and freedom, preserved liberty and
freedom and opened the door to peace to all mankind.
in all countries in all lands for all peoples with all
religions. "

For so long so many of us have worked to see
some of the drs»ams that have come true in recent months.
Tonight as we meet here those who till our soil are prosperous.
The average income per farm when I went to Washington was
$300 per farm. Tonight it is $5,400 per farm.

MORE (OVER)
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When I went to Washington in 1932 -- a year that
a good many of you may remember but not like to recall =--
the average weekly wage was $18 per week. In terms of
today's dollars that is $30 per week. Tonight the average
weekly weekly wage is $112 per week.

In the last six years our prices have risen
10 percent. The folks who do the work at the bottom of
the heap in all of the services from the charwcmen to the
janitors to the elevator operators have all improved their
lot by minimum wages and increased wages.

All of that has gone into our costs. The farmer
is receiving little more although tonight he receives
only 69 percent of what the average factory worker receives.
He receives a little more than he did get. '

And all of that goes into your milk and your
meat and your bread and your bacon. That goes up some.
Your transportation has gone up some. Your services, your
medical services have gone up some. All of that adds up
to 10 percent. :

MORE
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The nearest that any nation has come to us is

Germany. It has gone up just twice as much there, 18 per-
cent. ' '

In France and England it has gone up 23 percent.
In Italy it has gone up 29 percent.
In Japan it has gone up 40 percent.

Now we haven't done as good a job as we would have
like@ to have done because we wish it hadn't gone up
at all. But while your costs were going up 10 percent, your
wages were going up 18 percent. And you had 18 percent more
to pay the 10 percent bill with. '

The same thing is true not only of the wage earner
but of the farmer. Profits have gone up 83 percent. So I
say to you tonight: Look at your own family. Engage in a
little introspection and ask yourselves some questions, :.v:
See if you hadn't rather have high employment, 76 million

people with jobs, unemployment dropping from 8 percent down
to under 4 percent.

If you hadn't rather have high wages -- not $30 a
week wages but $112 a week wages; not 3 cent calves, but
28 cent calves; not burning wheat but getting a pretty good
price for it; -- if you hadn't rather have all those things
and have some money in your pocket to pay those prices with
than to have high prices as we had in the Fifties without
the money to meet the bills.

Now there are some people who are going to find
something wrong with everything we do. We had problems of
poverty. We had soup lines. We had WPA. We look back
upon that day without any great pride and hope that it will
ever happen again. Now, tonight we have problems of
prosperity. This is no time for us to gnash our teeth
and divide ourselves and quarrel with our fellow man and
abuse our neighbor.

The problems that come with high wages, high prices,
high employment and high standards of living are. here and we
are going to try to deal with them. But we ought to deal.
with them as intelligent, united Americans. We ought not to
divide our country.

In two and a half years we have passed 30 bills
improving the health, education and the conservation of the
people of this country. We have had the finest Congress tht
that was ever elected in the 89th Congress.

I didn't say what Mr. Truman said about the 80th
Congress. He said it was a do-nothing, no good Congress.
I didn't say that. I said this was the finest Congress that
had ever been «2lected. And I didn't say just the Democrats
were fine. I said the finest Congress. But I would have to
admit that we have all of the other kind that we need right
now.

MORE (OVER)
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So when they ask :.about my political philosophy I
say: I am a free man, first. I am an American, second.
I am a public servant, third. And I am a Democrat, fourth =~
in that oxder.

I haven't come all the way out here to complain.
I have come to thank you. I haven't come all the way out
here to villify. I have come to tell you how blessed I
think we are.

To the peoplewho put these signs up, to the folks
who had the posters, to all the folks who showed us a happy
smile and gave us a warm hand today, I want to say to you
that I shall return to your Capitol tonight stronger and I
hope wiser for having come your way.

- I am going to do everythzng that I can in the
days ahead to keep prosperlty at home and to bring peace
to the world. I am going to try .to be fair to my fellow
man. I am going to try not to be bltterly partisan.

I think the other man has about as good motives and
hopes as I have. All I am going to say to you is: . You go
home tonight and talk to your wife and to your children and
to your family and don't feel sorry for yourself. Don't
become a martyr. Don't complain about everyone around you,
Think about how much better a world we are living in .than
our fathers lived in. Think about the sacrifices that our
pioneer grandfathers and grandmothers made. Count your
blessings and then say. to .yourselves: "I am going to do
what is best for my country," I leave that judgment up .
to you. And when you do what is best for your country, you
will do what is best for me.

Thank you and goodnight.

END (AT 9:00 P.M. EST)
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