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JOHN STEINBECK + Box 1017, Sag Harbor, Long Island, New York

August 12, 1964
Dear Jack:

This is the best I can do. I have not submitted the copy to
exeruciating polish because I know this will go through committee
and committee of committee. The time for final polikhing will come when
very competent minds have added everything they have to add. You may
or may not want me to do this. Perhaps someone else could do it better.

I have changed and regritten the beginning and the ending
because these are the two places where emotion can be added. These are
also the two parts which are listened to by deligates assembled on the first
reading.

When the document gets down to exactnesses I have made few
changes and the ones I have made.have only been for the purposes of
céarification, simplification or greater ease in reading aloud.

This i8 a good platform. I can find nothing to change in
the Defense part and little in the foreign policy part, except that I think
it should be brought up to date 1in the matter of the air strike in north
Vietnam and any subsequent action and involvement. It should also bed
brought to the present in the anti poverty matter, which I have
touched on.

When the platform has dealt with figures and exactness I have
not touched it. Such things should be left clear, concise and spare,
which they are.

I shall get thie off in this afternoon’'s mail and protect
it with everything the post office has. I shall be glad and relieved
to know that you receive it. y

I repeat-- it i8 the best I can do at the present time.

The page following this letter is a codification of the
matter we spoke of. I dare you to slip it in among the lists of
proposed legislation and see the reaction. It would surely raise
the blood pressure of certain people, but you do know that something
like it i8 going to be necessary and that in the near future.

If it 18 not, Federalfauthority will suffer and become 1inoperable
not only in these things but in every direction. I am convinced
that such a law , if it could be put through, would stop local
violence and blood shed just as the national law against kidnapping.

Anyway ther-e it ie. It may not look like it, but I have
put one hell of a lot of concentration and work in on it. Sometimes
the changing of a pronoun makes a great deal of difference.

So long for now, but do please let me know that you have

receive? this. SERVICE SET
yours _
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Any felonious crime against Llife, limb or property committed
in the process of, or in conjunction with, or as a result of a ecrime
against a Federal law or statute should be held to be a Federal crime
and should be tried in the Federal Courts and the penalty assessed
by a Federal Judge.

' Such Pederal ecrimes as treason, counterfeiting, kidndbping,
smuggling, gun running, white slavery or invasion of Civil Rights as
defined by Aet of Congress, should invoke this rule.
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PREAMBLE

We, the members of the Democratiec Party, in order to maintain a éore
perfect union, establish justice,insure domestic tranquility, provide

for the common defense, promote.the general welfare and secure thq blessinga
of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, .da here rededicate ourselves and
our Party to defend and preserve the Constitution of the United States

and to carry out 1its elear and present intentions.
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America is and must be one nation and one‘people. Our welfare
our improvement, our safety and even our survival reside in the com_mon
good--~-the sharing of responsibilitffs as well as benefits -by all our
people.

In every generation of our history the principles and the purpose
of America have had to survive the attacks of am _bitious and 'unprincipaled
men and groups of men who, deapising;both the idea and the process of
demoeracy, have by secret, black and midnight violence , saugit ta-
destroy them and with them the American conception of government.

Thus far, thosé who tfaffic in fear and falsel _ood, hate and eyni- -
eism have fﬁiled to underm_ine thf deep love of truth and the quiet
faith which are the strength and stability of the m ajority of our
people. , :

The tactics of threat, violénce Fconomic blackmai%.and even

2

murder, are not new, nor will will they disappear forever when1 their present
emergence subsides, but they must ke;t from power and eventually
elimin_gted by the eternal vigilance dpd the sound good sense of the
American people sufficiently with the ;nfbrced laws of the land.

The Democratic Party and the Administration believe that
world problems, dom_estic requirements and constructive effort toward
a good future demand all proper attention and work.

This Party and this Administration will neither initiate nor

answer the current snide and poisonous charges and inuendos which

are used when no true political issues exist.

SERVICE SET



Page 3

L

Accordingly we repudiate diversion and division and make our platform a

Q::%nd it should be reassuring to many troubled Americans that un_der this

covenant the best and the most competent and experienced members

of both parties are happy under this Administration to serve the

Unffed States and the Amarican people

We report the stewardship of the Administration in the time
Just éast as well as our estimate of the needs of the future and the
ereative plans for meeting them. |

The complications and dungers in our restless and constantly
changing present day world require of us consumate understanding and
experience. In the face of the work to be done, of the penalties for
failure and the inestimable rewards to all our people for success, narrow
partisanship has no place and we shall not indulge in it. For indeed

it appears to be either a blind and irresponsible stupidity if not

overt and outright treason against our people and against their future.

The Constitution we so strongly trust and reaffifm promises
peace and freedom to the individual. In our dark and emplosiﬁe time,
Peace is the siméle right to stay alive. It is a paradox perhaps
that at this time when the black sha&ow of threatened war lies on the
world , that there should be areas of growing and increasing enlightenmygnt.
It is not enough to permit a man his liberty. We must also encourage and
help him to make full use of his individual ability and the talent

SERVICE SET

God gave him to the enrichment of our whole nation.
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:hiccordingly we repudiate diversion and division and make our platform a
leovenant of unity. é_..

We hold that the National purpose is human purpose, that the lives
of all our people should and shall be open and unafraid, secure in theié Z{usa
in their families and in their property.

We hold that every Smerican with heZp,not hindrancg,skould
~and sh_all become all that his ecapability permiﬁﬁ;_f

We report the stewardship of the Administrqfion.in-the time
Jjust past as well as our estimate of the needs"of the future and the
ereative plans for meeting them. |

The complications and dmwngers in our restless and constantly
changing present day world require‘gf us consumate understanding and
experience. In the face of the wori to be done, of the penalties for
failure and the inestimable rewards to all our people for success, narrow
partisanship -has no place and we shall not.indulge in it. For indeed
it appears to be either a blind and irrea?onsible stupidity if not
overt and butright treason against our people and against their future.

T.{f”-

The Constitution we so strongly trust and reaffirm pfomises

peaee and féeedom to the individual. In our dark and explosive time,

Peace is the siméle right to stay alive. It is a paradox perhaps

that at this time when the black sha&ow of threatened war lies on the

vorld , tha# there should be areas of growing and increasing enlightenm_ent.
It ig not enough to permit a man his liberty. We must also encourage and

help him to make .full use of hie individual ability and the talent

' SERVICE SET .

God gave him to the enrichment of our whole nation.
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PEACE

Peace to the individual is permission to remain alive.

Peace to the nation is the basiec requirement for existence.

To the world, Peace is all that saves our dear green earth
from becoming a dead and riven rock, a used up satellite rolling in lonely
orbit around the sun.

The choice between Llife and death, which is the same as peace
and war seems simple enough, but it is not. We must maintain our military
defenses alert enough and overwhelmingly strong enough so that no nation
or aombination of poweré could dare to attack us with the slightest hope of
their own survival. But this is the dark side of Peace, enforced Peace.
There is another and a brighter side. Where onée war was considered to
be an extention of diplomaecy and is no longer, , today we conceive of
Peace as an e&tention of defense.

Our Foreign Polfcy must and does recognize the rights of men and
women everywhere to fulfill their status as human beings. The day of the
Jingo i8 over. War as an honorable sport for officers and gentlemen is incon-
cetvable. Big nations c}aiming supegiority from a God-given destiny can
no longer gobble little nations and strip their bones for purpdses of
power or profit. B

In gpite the danger inherent in the cataclysm_ic nature of the
modern weaponry, the world is closer knit and more interrelated than it

ever has been in its whole history. A discovery or a success in one part of

world sends a widening ring of success around the globe while a local SERVICE SET
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agony sends out a wave of pain in all directions and brings a response
also. When before in history could an earthquake in one spot stimulate
kindness and help from everywhere? When in all history could tiny
feuding neighbors on a little map-spot of an island, draw the concern,
advice and eventually policing from everywheret
The Democratic Party and this Administration recognize both the

danger and the challenge of emerging and expanding relationships. We
acknowlege that more experienced and richer nations such as ours
must help struggling and emerging peoples with advéce, with goods and
with leadership. We know that this too is a fdrm of national defense,
perhaps the only depeqdable one.

. The Art of War 4is gone. We study the even more complex art of
Peace .At the sazme time we must and will keep our guard up and our arsenal
well-stocked because todaﬁ% weapons in the hands of fanatice, extremists
or dictators axywkevehigh in ambition and low in responsibility
and intellegence, where _gver they may emerge , are a elear and present

danger to the whole world. The brink of war is for suicides---

or candidates--- not for presidents.

SERVICE SET
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1964 Democratic Party Platform.

Foreign Policy plank.

Peace s8hould be the first concern of all gaverﬁMents as it is
the prayer of all homes and the hunger of all people Everybody talks abont
peace but_very few do anything about it. Peace and Freedom have been
the business of America under the Johnson- Kennedy Adm inistrations and
the world is closer to peace thah it has been for many years because
of the Administration'’s constant, persistgnt patient pursuit of éeace.

Under our Ieadérship and after long negotiation by our
State Department, one hundred nations signed a limited Test Ban Treaty.
We have .furfhermore succeeded in persuaded the neyclear powers to
slow measﬁahbly the frantic arms race. We have achieved an agreement to han nu
nuclear explosions in outer space and to lim it testing of fissionable
materials to strictly controlled or underground operations. These
achievements have been accomplished through negotiation &ctivated
by a foreign policy of which the ends were peace and Freedom. These
treaties and agreements are not scraps of paper filed and forgotten. Because
of them the a£r we all breathe 1is freer of poisonous contam ination,
the milk our ehildren drink is unmized with tozic fall out. We have
opened the door to man'é age -old goal, peace under law. But the opening of
the door and the pride in our accomplishment goes hand in hand with
determination to continue with every eeorf toward the final goal of

removing the fear and anxiety which arenot only toxie but catching,

mugt be removed as a bloek to peace and a barrier between peoples.

1 ettt it g o il b
SERVICE SET
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g;fPeacé_and freedom are America's budiness. Peace affects
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".ﬁ_éfg The Johnson-Kennedy years have been good years for -
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i ¢ ... .. every home; freedom every conscience.
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:-fu:lpegce'and freedom.
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PROGRESS TOWARDS PEACE
" The world is closer to pezce today; because of the-

- Administration's patient pursui: of peace. IR

:
!‘. | Tﬁe air we breathe is freer of nuclear contamination . E
ﬂ%é f*f;ﬁégn&iail-of'us_are more secure because of the 100-nation ,_.i
;}; iTiiéited Tegg Ban Treaty. _f
;{f £ fif'The_nﬁclear arms éice has been slowed measurably. N : "é
51?_ jfE_Nﬁéiear material production has been reduced on both sides. - E
“'ngugiear weapons have been barred frdm outer space.- ';j_ 'l;;

i %f_ But pri&é'in accoﬁplishment is accompanied by ihe . %

2
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. resolve to make fur:hi:r progress towards peace under iavu --
man's age-old goal and present necessity.
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Therefore, we are determined:

, : -~ to continue all-out efforts to halt and

reverse the arms race thrcugh fully~-enforceable, arms control

IE: » ; ’ :.
T ' measures.
boot L == tO support ful ly the Uhlted Nations; to .

g e T . develop and employ its peace-keeping capabilities; to
i . .

{ G omi L

i+ . - . strengthen its finances; and in every way to emable it
'{ - e = .

it

to fulfill-its‘hoble objectives which we share with all

mankind. ‘ : ' | £

i o ; ' -- to work for an increasingly effective Atlantic
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i partnership between the United States and a uniting Europe

in the fi?m conviction that by combining our energies and
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yeo " resources, *the industrial powers of the free world can best
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fulfill tie heavy responsibilities of wealth and power.
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B _ -= to help people ir underdeve10ped areas hel- 2 g
3; 5 '; tbemselbes to qaintain their freedom,'build stable societies g
é E : an:aﬁﬁieve e_better life. e . @
zﬁﬁff“;f.f ,‘ : %f“ “I j};Q-to imﬁrove our effective,mitual assiscance g
ifua programs, placing great emphasis upon private, enterprise ;%
%“'i Y 2 }:U' and upon development loans. n . &
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~= to support tie parinership of free Amaerican

Republics in the Alliance for Progress.’

s E == to expand the Peace Corps, which has already
é ; é  ¥}, : brought the selfless services of 10 000 Americans tc 45
f . i 3 countries. ‘ | ' ‘.11-?7
{?j}?'ﬁf:_ﬂ ; 3: .--.éo seek increased prosperity for our pe0p$eff *
PELE L R . i ; : <
P A & f;om expanded world trade,;using the provisions of che
Tfa@e Expansioﬁ Act tc eace problems'of adjustment.
b ¥z, 5 PROGRESS FOR FREEDOM .
;,if?i_f 'I -_ Thé United States has kept its commitments from
éy.“" f' i | Bérlin to South Vietnam. |
? : Resolute'Ame:ican policy brought about withdrawal
;T%?l:;i ' of Sovietr offensive miséiles from Cuba without war.
. ? o Under American leadership, the Free States of the
;iié- i_" "wés;erp Hérmisphere and their Allies’have taken steps
;t %: . tw@ich have”discredited and is01ated the'Castro régime. :
;E ;i | i?f Uhder this Admlnlstratlon, the - Uhlted States has :
:}ﬁix ; proven its readlness to help our friends everywhere to
.} 3 . . defend thelr freedom agalnst aggre851on. ’ : | ' '_2?
Peg : ‘ B 5
- ?; In the last four years we have made great progress . ) %f
:igi{ ii; : férpfreedom. Communish has sustained gevere setbacks fpir‘ g%
| ..;' .alzperlod when many new nations have been born.‘ )
- g W 5 B s - ' fm | WG SLHVICESET
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Qommunisu has failed to add to its xoll of states.
The'deepening Chinese~Russian rift has sPlit the |
.?ommunist world.

- Commuhist'China has been kept out of the United

_NStions.
.:{ : . 4+

-,jf -' Through enllghtenec exchanges of peoples and ideas
'"?:'and through trade in peaceful goods, we have built brldoes

rto the captive peoples living under Communism. We welcome

31gns of their growing freedom and look forward to the

day when they will enjoy the full right of self-determlnatlan.

We have strengthened our alliances with more than 40

‘other nations and built greater unity through constant
fconsultetions to achieve concerted policies in our common

'dedlcatlon to freedom.

ra

fé - We pledge renewed efforts to end discrimination in

ioul_lmmlgratxon laws. | ';_-:-'f' N

B o B A s F g , B 5wl :

1 THE FUTURE ,',
'~§i d Et the end of the second decade of the nuclear age,

':the world remains an infinitely dangerous place. -Trlgger-
_éhappy, reckless pollcles risk holocaust. To save himself,-
-man must summon his highest intelligence, his ciearest“ |
:vi31on, his . uncompromlslng recognltlon of reallty. hHe':

: must curb hls primitive passions and thoughtless reactlons.'

-_=.- ) .
I3 . [ 4
— — ———— 1 2— ’ — - -— - ——— - - T s o — -
fz= Sl X — m—t ] Seeamiion: s
ot ‘i
. - .
3 .
o
s



https://decade.of

] 3
- Lt ™ .
:_f.“"‘ . -
¥ P
. K gt
H

-5~

-4

. Ar*er:.c.; and the Free Vorld need the responsxble "

SR exper:t.onced 1eac1ership of Lyndoa B. Johnson in the years .
j-_;" o 'ahﬁac, QO en %ﬂﬂ‘d/ﬂ H%" Cr-?/l-ﬁh-ud
T.'hose WhO would be ou1 adversaries know his calm. a J

determlnatlon to [ et freedo—a -=in South V:.etnam

AN B 1 2
R iri‘ Cuba and elsewhere.

whooke i baliase
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BB e B “ i t;.he‘wqud knows his resolve to ", .. use every

7 . resource at the command of the Government ... and the
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T ow o “ DRAFT/July 23, 1964 . -
1964 DEMOCRATIG PLATFORM PRI %
' L ' " .‘.I_: '
4 ’ I - X .;.I E -
; § . " NATIONAL DEFENSE . L
5 P The Deianrati'c Administration has created and will continue to main- - .;;
s ‘ ~+ ' tain a balanced,.versatile defense establishment, capable of countering - N
; . aggression with controlled and flexible force across the entire Spectrum o B
«“ i of conflict, from nuclear confrontation to guerrilla subversion, ' . -_
" A S When thé'Adminisgra.tion took office in 1961, it found the Nation's de- s &
- . -fense in a condition bordering on chaos. The Nation was alarmingly weak B " _ ]
R in combat-—ready gz"omid'and air forces to meet challengé's of less than all- ;
. out war, our strategic forces were excessively vulnerable, and there was B
- little prospect of improvement. Despite the fact that defense expenditures ;
B2 annually consumed nearly 10% of the Gross National Product, strategy had _
become the helpless offspring of an arbitrary budget. In keeping our promise B
to thz American people, this Administration has recast our military capability il 3
" and strategy to meet the needs of our national security without regard to -
" arbitrary budget ceilings. R -
.,:‘.-. ; : - E. B : : . ‘} : . : ) £ ) ;‘.-,
mgrs e JF In 1960, we pledged ~- L ER
o - "The new Democratic Administration will recast our military capa- Rl - 3
s city in order to provide forces and weapons of a diversity, balance, i
o : .and mobility sufficient in quantity and quality to deter both limited » B
¥ and general aggression.” ' . B
) (’j ; We have képf: that pledge. Since January 1961, we have achieved: Y
" - A 150% increase in the number of nuclear weapons available in s - BE
-. the Strategic Alert Forces. &
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Polaris missiles in ouf arsenal from fewer than 100 to more than 1, 000. We

have increased the number of Polaris submarines in commission from 3 to 22.

more than four times that of the Soviet Union. We hz;vel restored the confidence

of our countrymen, the respect of our allies, and the awe of our adversaries,

- . A 50% increase in our strategic bombers on alert.

- A 60% increase in the Tactical Nuclear Force in Western Europe.

-_--.: A 45% increase in the number of combat-ready divisions.

:-"' A 15, 000-man increase in the strength of the Marine Corps.
- A 75%-‘increase in airlift cavability.

- A 100% increase in funds for gencral ship construction and .
+ .conversion to modernize cur fleet. : '
Lo ; . s +

.sa i :

" .. * . N ‘ - - L , .
- A 175% increase in the procurement of airlift aircraft.

.- A L‘QO% increé.a;e in the procurement of tactical a.i_rqra.ft.

- A 44% increase in the number of tactical fighter squadrons.

2 An 801;.)‘7; increase 'in the Department of Defense Special Forces

. .trained to deal with counterinsurgency threats.

In 1960, we pledged to credte --

2 ! ' ]
""Deterrent military power such that the Soviet and Chinese leaders

will have no doubt that an attack on the United States would surely be

follcwed by their own destruction."

Since 1961, we he}vé increased the intercontinental ballistic missiles a.nd"/ ’
' _'I'oda.y,'=the‘in_t:ercontinental ballistic missile force of the United States is

: 11;1,_196'0, we pledged --

""Continuous modernization of our forces through intensified research

and development, including essential programs slowed down, terrninated,

- - p i s
A F L T TR S AR BT e e BT 7 3 ;
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suspended, or neglected for lack of budgetary support."
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v Our-Reaeax‘c;h and Development program has assured our continued strategic
.su'peridriry in an era of changing tecinology and, for the first time, 'activel'y

_-_applied." that tech'i:xdlogy to our needs for lower levels of conflict, so that they

 defenses at the lowest possible cost, insisting on a dollar's worth of value '

Siﬁce 1961, we have -~ ‘ ' ' o o f
- Increased, by 50%, funds ifor research and development over that [0

' prevailing 'iiu.ring the last four years of the p'revioua Administration,

'~ Added 208 major new reseaxrch and develop:ment projects. These.
", include 77 weapons programs with costs exceeding: $10 million
cach, including such major ones as the LANCE tactical ballistic
missile, the F-111 fighter-bomber and a new main battle tank,

e T U N

" Increased, By more.thar 100%, the funds for the development
v of countermsurgency weapons and eq_mpment, from less than -
¢ $10 million to over $103 million.

i5 e e B T -.,_‘,_"..-.‘i.;;';

; Increased by 54%, our Anti-Submarine Warfare research and
] ..development program.
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can be deterred or won.

-

*

'I'he Democratic ‘Administration will continue to marshal the Nation's

.for e.ve-:;"y dollar spezit.'.'.

5

:

T

When we tpok office in 1961, we discovered a defense establishment

wh';.ch was not only unprepared to protect America's interests or securtty,

but wastefully meffmlent as well, The Repubhcans effort to control N : 3
exper;'ditures by arbitrary budget'ceilings - without regard to the needs of };

. our national security and ignoring the advice of distinguished professional _ E?
military leaders =-- led toa wastefpl and damaging struggle among the EE

o services for a maximum ‘'share of the deZense dollar, E-E
'.': ‘- .!&t
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In reconstructing the Nation's defensc establishment, the Democratic
Admizii{strar.ion insisted that the services be guided by these three 'precept_s':'-'
— Buy only what we need.

- - Buy at the lowest sound price.

:'.fj Reduce operating costs through standardization, consohdahon,
- :.and termmatmn of unnecessary 0perahons. _

As a ‘resu}.t,, our expanded and reconsti.tuted defense force has cost

billions:of dollars less than it would have cost under the inefficient and o o |

unbusinesslike methods of procurement-and operation which we inherited.

These sla;viz.zgs a-me'mnted to more than $1 bi]iion.'in the fiscal year 1963; and

to $2. 5.-_bi111:.6n-in'the_ fiscal year just ¢ompleted; Furgheerre. under the

. : .cost_reductic.m plrogra.m we have established, we will be é_a.viné $4.6 billion
t;ac;_}? yeﬁr, _every.'lyea_.r,, by fiscal 1968. | |

We have met the chalienges of Berlin and Cuba, decreased the

S 'prospect of further such challenges. and bnghtened the outlook for peace. s

. This .A.dmmxstra.twn pledges to continue its. pohcy of un'_f,n.eldmg ‘resistance

“to Commumst ag_gressxon wh-;.le seeking, firom a pos:twn of strength

honora.ble settlements_ of international issues,

’ ; .5 o 5 Pl ) P 5 % . : . 2 o
-+ Specifically, we pledge ourselves to continue to -- 754
s & T, e, ; . ) . AR
-1, Maintain our superior strategic nuclear capability.. ' %ﬁ

iy - . 3

e . & s ‘ . T C R

2, Strengthen the balanced, flexible, mobile forces needed to counter Ei

¥,

acts of political and military aggression which are less than all-out war.

[

e menh
5 3

Y N . i b - ) b
(- " " . 3, Maintain our progressive Cost Reduction Program, setting

increasingly highe:f ta.r‘gets,' so that we may regulayly as sure the Nation that
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it is receiving a dollar's worth of defence for eveJI:y dollar spent,
4, Minirnize_ the disruptive effects of economy mga.sures.and‘
changé-s in defeil'lée. spendi.n.g.
§. .Mainté.in fuil'supf;ort for a research and development program
which w:ll provide us the opportunity to make the best choices from a wide

:'ré.rige of new weapons systems and equipment.

5
*

-

w8 IR S e g

: 6. Expand the Nation-wide Civil Defense program centered around e
fallout shelters.
A . '1;
: 3 e o . 44
! 7. .Pursue our examination of the draft to make certain that we . W3
. ; d ) . ...‘\.':'-
_ ‘meet our military manpower needs without social or economic injustice, é
' 3. 8. Attract to the military services the highest calibre of career’ f‘
o ¥ - ) ; - n !3
. : ; i . , E_ B
. personnel by amually reviewing rates of military compensation and quarters }
allowances to keep them in balance with increases in wages and salaries in . ' °§
the civilian economy, and by a vigorou;.s military housing program. : %
9. Intgnsify'pre'seht, and initiate new, programs for career develop- - ’ 2
ment and management, for both military and civilian personnel to insure - ‘% 4
"' ‘that maximum use is made of the skills and talents present in the defense 3
establishment. .
S o * 3
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Tho Teonoiny
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Strce Gwt tivas, woe have hud tho longsat and strongest

J

Feasciinig grospority fo modorn kistery: <1 months of unin-

terzupied expancion,

L}

“

-e Cur growth rata has pone up to 5-4/3 por cont & year.
~o Tgur miliion jobs have besn nddad to the cconomy, S

- U'“rﬂ rloyment has bocsn pedoced from 2lmoat 7 pes cent

g sl ,“uaz-{a.l({

we W a"tw“s earnings nnd cornoralts proiils ara-sdilie

to Just sbove b por cenft.

hinh‘;..;t 1avels in Ristezvy, -
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«w Cur balance ef pay eol

K
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= nteract rates on licrme mortznges hove Sone CoWite

Frices have baen more stable thae ia any etier induse

tz2ind sation in the froa world,

-
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we’s innre teday abent hiowy cu2 c*"m:f'z.iy wo 1.43, and becauss we

a0G that Zoowladge wizely ani prudenily:
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One Nation, Oned People

: On November 22, 1963 black tragedy fell on America. The
President was murdered, shot down in our own land by one of our own

countrymen. This blind and evil act, the product of extremist hatred
fermenting in a feeble mind, lay heavily on our hearts. We felt a personal
guilt that such nighmare anger is loose in our land and that we had
failed to protect our beloved President.

But even in that time of degradation and anguish, America
felt the surge of a great wave of national unity and responsibility.

Now ---our sorrow is not less, but we do know that we honor

-the memory of President Kennedy best amd as he would wish, not by mourning

his death, but in ourselves and in our nation by being better and larger .
because he Itved v '
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-I Aceluce _
WL MUt Tazxes must-be-raducedstill further, Next year,

tho second atage cf the incomo tax cut will take effect c}?\,ia

adiclel '

mast elee consider reducing excise taxes, which now cost

rl

consumers $13 billion a year,

Every penny of Federal spending awst be accounted

aced
for i.n_:nam-of-the strictest econcny, efﬁciency, and mte%_rity

' tn ’IUO"I(IM ALy 2 e LEL
eﬂ%a_frugal government is M Prudence
' U

and pro gress lgo togcther.

Wo will con:.im.a the ilcaxible ‘no*:.et_“y and debt mana.ge-

o\ .
ment gclictes. Me cazential to & exzpanding oconomy,

-

We hcwa injtiated 20 all-out war on poverty, and we

propoae to fight this war fo its compleie onclusion. ©ur
7/1‘. b= ﬂpgll. ’Jl"b"J ie (!'- 4/;,1_[( - “‘f’""”"!“r{} ¢
watehwordis-New, Our DbjGCu is Tcial Vlctory.

74( 57;&,} L(Jﬂj o economy m—«-o—z;,ba strong in all its partjs

_{/ .Prca, private collectiv-.. barga:lnmg xv.ﬁ e str»nwthc':.cd-
- By continued rejection of proposals for compulsory

é:bitration; ,

- By répeal of Section 14(b) of the Ta.ft-l-lHa.r';‘.lay Act,

which gives Foderal support to prohibitions on

collectively bargained union security provisions;

—
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Zizantion of our foreisn trzde i3 eagentizl HFwoareto
T Ay wilag i f _ ’
et tn Sullas o Gew productive capacily and ooz manpower

F2souress.
Centinned con.medity programs to,strengthea farm

ce o ) e b\_t((/#'fm‘l F‘jhu-bmrl N _ .
facomes are :z:.'.ﬂ_éz;d—tc—aﬁn inczazeed economic vigor we-aesond—
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. sourees, and bzeause of the excrmious inpact on wrdan areas

Twiaiity of m Americen cityo 1
_ A3 2 first sinp we ghould e;tablish & Department of
Urbaa Affairs and zive priozily o t:m.ps'cblems of urben kousing, = -
transpart#‘tion. 2ad commuzity dovelopment,
ta th2 fi01d of houslag, our imwmediate goal should be

i’

' 2.5 million wails a year,
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Ve zhkould sziabifish sa urban oxicaslon sozxvice,
operated by unfversities azross the couatry to px rovids
aualisiad specialists in public health, city planning and
cominuait ty devolopment. Working with local goverameats

Caat—"
aci citlzen groups, they watl do far our cifiea what the grca* -

Aypzicuiteral Extenaloa Service has doae for raral America.

Aracrica will romain beauiifal oniy adwe keep it so.

Ve huve o prelousd-menal oblisation te-eizongthen cus abilit
A U
to oatzel polla:.iioa: and pyezorve tae aatueal besu uzy open’
. r«a-uq:u g ot % duwm&w )
Bpoocs clgus Izad, therahy loxwtss Mfu%tiraf{. land as
teauiifal 23 that we recelved from thn past. =l

E g L (1254
Watzzr conservation, the profectisa and eananecomeont

cf {izb and wildille, o pationwide program for the zcquisition
ef wildorzess land aad sea shozes for recrsation, and tho

vigoroud davelcpment of waler dzsalting procedurses ars matte

of national ur'vency.

ke Peniccracy of Opnoriunity

Civil i;i"hts i3 the priscinal moezal challened focing the
i P 5 =) u;

=3

Ameorican people. Tho past four yenrs have 5¢8n more progress
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than at any otzer period o our hiutary. Weo muszt contined,
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I&aman and oalerial o3 &t all leyelia o Fc-ééra.l. Siate,
' 74,” _ aud iucnmaq.nr/
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el

cuy stzength end craativity, V"cz—mus‘. cease once aad ior all

" to bz thie vobicls of disunity and discord.

The Preai ont of tho Uniled States must lead the nation

f tua just, faar, and sz*‘:i_vc otservance and erfovcoment of
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thx histeric pr;,:,ipw:a of-tha Clvi Rizhia Aot of 1964,
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: Arresica will not to,c 2tz viclance

whatsver the caacs, It will ::.o" tolorats canupk'acy, v‘-ethor

of tan left or u= ::ir-“... Wa kave baen bart too rmuch,. an'.!

ko red, suspicion and division,

&9 we 2re united ia the face of menace from w‘t!mut.

‘5 miust we ur nite to cvercome thoss foress within that praach

Wo have a now undersiznding of how dinporiant it is

1'.:::.‘ o work tc:r':f'“sh:r with tie

for all,

:,.-'-E:c’g of Libexly Wzatn.&?\

‘e face tha future,
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Lecombhar 232, 195

Dear Elaine:

When I spoke to you on the telephone, I could only
tsll you 2 part of what was in my heart

To Lady Bird and me, the losa of Joh
we muot do without 2 dear friend.

To fimeorice, it mezns that a people he loved must
now learn to draw strength from the memory of a
wice and compassionats counselor And avtist.

Cur prayers ave with you n-%, 24 our hearts and
love have alwsva &, cn. - :

Siacerely,
By

Mre. Elning Stolabeck
160 East 72ad
Nevr York, New York 10021

LBY:EM:ms
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Augpust 2, 1965
iy 11:25 a.m. Maonday

MR, PRITIIDENT;
Libout Presidential Medal of Freedom Awards ....
I am aware of your desires in this matter, But I must take

cne one maore opportunity to point up sorne reasons why this
enterprise should be confinued.

In the last paragraph of Joha Steinbeck's letter to me of July 22
{which you read}, let me quste!

“Jack, could you without disigya;:ﬂfﬁft';ll me why the Medal of
Freedom has been di.scan‘-‘:wuegf ? {Iote: he read this in NEWS-
WEEIK), There is a lot &£ ercover sSpeculation., I believe

the President should explain his reasons oxr offor his substitutions.
Otherwise those medals alrecady granted will lose their value."

This is one reason why 1 am hopeful your decision will be re-
evaluabed. Thosz 64 men and worien already grantcd these medals

put a high price om them. They have a2 measureless value.

The Medal of Freedom is the nearest American tradition to the
French Academy, op the British Honors List, ¢

There is such great potential for it.

Jack Valenti

RECEIVED
AUG3 1565
CENYRAL FILES
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Maxch 18, 1964

Dear Mz, Steinbeck:

How very thoughtful of you to send me a

of “The Winter of Our Discontent”. It is
a valued additioa to my library, and your most
generous autograph makes the novel even more
treasured, .

I loved the hour I spent talking with you
and Zlaine ~ listening about your cultural exchange
trip to Russia and reminiscing with Elains about
the University. Your books have been a part of
my life for a long time.

Thank you s0 very much and my special
good wishes to you both.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson

-~
Mr. John Steinbeck (Elaine Steinbeck)
- 190 East 753 Street

New York .’Zi. New York

Fited by
SOCIAL FILES
MAR 21 1964
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/ ' ’ UThe Winter of Our Discontent"
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JOHN STEINBECK
190 East Seventy-second Street, New York 21, N. .

February 28,1964

Mrs. Elizabeth Carpenter
White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mrs. Carpenter:
Will you be so kind as to give this book to
Mrs. Johnson? 1 promised to send it and am

late in getting it done.

It was very good seeing you and I hope we may
again before too long. :

Elaine sends her best and that's very good.

Yours very sincerely,

josi
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