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TH.E WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 14, 1964 

SBe!lE'f "­

NATIONAL SECURITY 'ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 318· 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 


Subject: 	 The Future of the Nuclear Defense of the Atlantic 

Alliance 


1. In the next months we face highly important negotiations 
and decisions, on this subject. These decisions relate not only 
to the MLF 'proposals now under discussion in Paris, but to the 
interests and concerns of the new British Government. It is 
also obvious that we shall have to take careful account of the • 
interests and purposes of France. 

Z. Our own interest is, as it has been, to find the most effec­

tive means of advancillg the partnership of the Atlantic Com­


·munity in nuclear defense as in other matters, and to do this 
without giving encouragement to the spread of nuclear weapons. 

3. To carry out these purposes effectively, it is essential 

that this Govemment should be united, and accordingly it is my 

desire that all o! the activities pf this Government relating to 

the nuclear defense of the Atlantic Alliance should be fully 

coordinated among the White House, the S~te Department and 

the Defense Department. 


. . ' 

4. More specifically, I desire that all officers of this Govern­
ment who.travel overseas to discuss this matter should have · 

written instructions cleared in the White House, the State 

Departm.e.nt and the Defense Department. Such instructions, 

where approp_riate, should also be used by other officers of this 

Govermnent as ~dance. 
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5. I also desire that the Secretary of State and the Secretary 
of Defense should ll;lake an explicit designation of those officers 
who are auth~rized to discuss these problems with the press, 
and that other officers should be instructed to refrain from 
such discusEii<?Jl during this period of critical negotiation. A 
parallel arrangement will be instituted in the White House. lt 
is critically important that this Government should speak with 
one voice on this subject in the future. 

6. Finally, I request .that detailed recommendations and pro­
posals should be worked out for my consideration by the end of 
·this month so that there ·may be time for careful consideration 
and decision before my meeting with Prime Minister Wilson on 
December 7 and 8. 
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