
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

CONFl:BEN t!AL 
November 25, 1.966 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 357 

TO: 	 The Secretary of State 

The Secretary of Defense 

The Secretary of Commerce 

The Administrator, National Aeronautics 


and Space Administration 
The Chairman, Council of Economic Advisers 
The Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission 
The Special Assistant to the President for 

Science and Technology 

SUBJECT: 	 The Technological Gap 

I have been impressed with the increas.ing concern in Western Europe 
over possible dispariti~s i1:1 adv~ced technology between the United States 
and Europe. While many Europeans are convinced that this ~'techno­
logical gap" exists, there is substantially less agreement on its nature 
and extent, its causes and possible remedies_. 

As I indicated in my October 7 speech,. we must determine how best to 
develop science and technology as a com~on resource. I have, there­
fore, asked the ~pecial Assistant to the Pi:esident for Science and 
Technology to chair an interdepartment~.1 committee which will examine 
all aspects of this problem and explore possible co~rses of_ action. The 
committee sh01.~ld also examine ways in w~ch the United_States might 
engage interested Wes.t European goveri:mi.ents in a joint sfody of what 
should be done. I would like to receive a preliminary report by · 
January 30, 1967. 

This is to request that each of you name a representative to serve on this 
committee. 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority -L.:tJ;..:L g .;;..._ _ ~::.:j=--.:..D- t__ 

... - } 	 '1 :-;i. ~ By ..~ , NARS, Date,......,...-....._ COHFIDEM'fIAL 


