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FROM: US AMBASSADOR CARACAS

.TO : SECSTATE WASH, DEPT ARMY, DEPT NAVY, DEPT AIR, POLAD
USCINCSO, POLAD USCINCLANT

NR : 639 3016202 30/11:55 AM NOV 63
STGNED STEWART

Chenault Kidnapping

| spoke with President this morning re Chenault Case,
He said he had received same letter from Moncade Vidal sent
.also to UPI (EmbTel 637). Stated that of course gov could
% not rpt not accept the offer and explained he convinced no
\“,»rpt no harm could come to the .Colonel, Said it was time for
~cold nerves" and observed that FALN well aware that gov
tad '""large number of hostages .in .its hands.,"

All DIGEPOL and PTJ Forces are actively working on
case, President sure that the captors will have to release
Chenault, After that there would be nation wide hunt for
abductors,

President sendlng.an.afde to visit Mrs, Chenault this
morning,

NOTE: Adv cy sent to DCSOP CC and ACS| at .:301744Z Nov 63,

NOTE: 637 is DA IN _156037 (29/NFT Nov 63) ACSI
ACTION: ACSI

DISTR : gcg, ACSFOR, CMC , DCSPER, 0SA, DCSOP, TAG, JCS,
S
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Infor
gs At noon briefing November 29 State Department spokesman
iP Richard I. Phillips said Department had ﬁad several in@iries
I;AL about announcement of Venezuelan Govermment concerming arms cache
égIP’S and read following statement concerning its:
’!-‘al;EUR QUOTE Announcement by Government of Venezuela that weapons
Igc  contained in arms cache discovered on beach of Paraguana Peninsula
ggéﬁ on November 3 are of Cuban origin is further dramatic confirmation
(IJINi that Castro regime is pursuing active policy of indirect aggression
ggg in this hemisphere. It gives lie to Castro's repeated protesta-
m tions that Cuba exports its Communist revolution only by example.
AIR Evidence presented by Venezuelan Government demonstrates
RMR  that Castro regime is fomenting violence in other American

Republics, not only with subversive propaganda, funds and

trained agents, but, also, with weapons and ammumnition.
Foreign Ministers of American Republics at their meeting

in Punta del Este in January 1962 issued a clear warning that

Telegraphic transmission and
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r;;ntinental unity, and democratic institutions of hemisphere were -]
endangered by subversive offensive of international communism. |
Discovery of Cuban arms cache in Venezuela while demonstrating"’.
growing capacity of Hemisphere to detect and frustrate Cuban
subversive efforts also sounds a new alert caﬁling for redoubling
of vigilance by American Republics.
Foreign Ministers also;ﬁrged governments INNERQUOTE to take
: those steps that they may consider appropriate for their individual
and collective self-defense, and to cooperate to strengthen their
éapacity to counferact continued intervention in this Hemisphere'of
Sino-Soviet powers. END INNERQUOTE. '
United States continues to take measures of its own to keep watch
over aggressive inteﬁm%ons and capabilities of Castro Regime, and
continues to assist other Amé;ican Governments to strengthen their
internal security.: ;
With regard to Venezuelan intention to present matter to OAS,
United States stands ready‘to work with other governments in this
Hemisphere in c00perative‘éfforts to increase surveillance against
and to thwart further attempts by Castro Regiﬁe to export arms and
men for subversive purposes. UNQUOTE. End of.prepared statement.
L. ' | 3]
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UNCLASSIFIED |

Classification



https://Hemisphere.of

Page_3.__of telegram to__Amembassy CARACAS .

UNCLASSIFIED
Classification

—-

spokesman enlarge upon or interpret various points in statement. ’

In lengthy series questions newsmen sought have Department

Asked whether Rio Treaty would be invoked, Spokesman replied he
did not know. Asked what Rio Treaty would require be done at this
point, spokesman replied: QUOTE I am not going to speculate what the

Venezuelans may request. UNQUOTE..

' to increase surveillance, spokesman said: QUOTE We have been giving
: assistance to other American Governments to strengthen their intermal
i security. UNQUOTE. Asked if that meant joint patrols, spokesman
- replied QUOTE No, I am not aware of any joint patrols that are being
?‘carriedfout. UNQUOTE. '
One newsman thought wording of statement suggests that United
- States is standing by waiting fdr Venezuelans to ask OAS to take
: specific action, but Venezuelans haven't said specifically what is to
| be done. Spokesman replied: QUOTE that's my understanding. UNQUOTE.
To suggestion that Venezuelans have requested Foreign Ministers
 Meeting, spokesman replied: QUOTE I don't belieye they have yet
: formally requested of Secretériat or Council of OAS that OAS meéting

' be called for this. I wouldn't want to anticipate their official

|5

Asked what meant by reference in statement to cooperative efforts

]

o
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l;;q&gst to OAS. UNQUOTE. '. ,—| i

s Asked if discovery arms cache indicated increase in Cuban efforts

and activities throughout Hemisphere, spokesman said discovery in

itself is not repeat not indication of increased Cuban activities.
Asked if statement of U. S. readiness would lay ground work

for increased cooperation with Venezuela in helping them through‘i s
election period this coming éeekend, spokesman replied: QUOTE I am |
not aware that they have requested any assistance.in connection with
ele ction. UNQUOTE | - 3
Asked whether discovery arms cache November 3 was result of .
increase in-surveillance by U. S. and other American Republics,
spokesman replied he thought that that conclusion could be drawn.
Asked if arms were Cuban-manufactured, or were Soviet arms,
spokesman replied: QUOTE Modern laborafory techniques have been
developed to a point where it is possiblé to raise serial numbers
and shields (that is, stamp of country's shield on gun, or whateﬁer
it may bej even Fhough efforts might have been made to erase them.
Venezuelan Armed Forces have facilities for making these tests, and

Venezuelan Government consulted U. S. arms technicians on their

findings. Our technicians confirmed findings of Venezuelans. We ;g

2 _ &
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are satisfied that evidence in hands of Venezuelan Governments --_]
establishes beyond doubt Cuban origin of arms cache. UNQUOTE ,

Asked if newsmen could speculate that these laboratory
investigations were reason why announcement was delayed for three
weeks after discovery of cache, spokesman replied: QUOTE It could
be. Yes, I think you could gpeculate along those lines, if you
wish. UNQUOTE |

Asked to report status kidnaped Col. Chenault, spokesman said
QUOTE Embassy has reported no new significant developments in case.
Venezuelans are continuing vigprous efforts to apprehend kidnapers.
UNQUOTE Asked if U. 8. regarded kidnaping of Colonel as Cuban-
inspired act, spokesman replied: QUOTE Well, kidnapers have not
identified themselves. But I would say that it is likely that this is
another in series of Communist-led acts of terrorism that Venezuela
has been experiencing. UNQUOTE

Asked what U. S. is doing about Chenault kidnaping, spokesman
replied: QUOTE We are doing every;hing we can to:cooperate with
Venezuelan Government in its efforts. UNQUOTE.

Asked if U. S. is making no representations to Cuban regime re

Chenault, spokesman replied QUOTE No. UNQUOTE.

;  END. ]
= | f RUSK =
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SS
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SP In accordance instructioni{zgﬂ FONMIN received this p.m.
L ; ,

H VEN Ambassador is requesting Special Meeting COAS December 3

ADPS

CAP in order seek invocation Rio Treaty in connection Cuban arms

I0

P cache.

USIA !

INR Following frequently used formula COAS will be requested:

RMR 1. Formally to convoke Meeting of Foreignh Ministers

as Organ of Consultation (MFM/OC) under Article 6; date
and place to be later determined.

2. To decide to act itself meanwhile provisionally
as OC.

3. As such to appoint Investigating Committee to
proceed VEN examine proofs aﬁd make report in due course.
According instructions, which Department has seen,

Falcon & has in mind that meeting of MFM/OC to consider report

and possible action would be fixed later and would immediately

\A/ follow

Telsgraphic transmission and

KRATRPA:WPAllen:md 11/29/63 | oo """ ARA/RPA - Mr. Allen
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FM AMEMBASSY PORTOFSPAIN)
Info  TO RUEHGR/SECSTATE WASHDC
SS INFO RUESRS/AMEMBP.SSY CARACAS
¢  STATE GRNC
gp BT _
-G-G-W‘T-B—E-FH—H—A_L_ACTION DEPT PRIORITY{212)INFO
IT; PRIORITY CARACAS 17 FROM PORTOFSPAIN NOVEMBER 28, 6 P.M.

CAP SUBJECT' HIJACKERS OF VENEZUELAN PLANE

EUR

P FOLLONING TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH DEPT, I HAVE
SIAENPHASIZED TO SEALEY, PERMANENT SECRETARY MINISTRY EXTERNAL

U AFFAIRS, USG VIEW HIJACKERS SHOULD BE RETURNED VENEZUELA

“NSC AND ARGUMENTS FOR SUCH ACTION. I ALSO STRESSED IMMINENCE .
INR VENEZUELAN ELECTIONS, USG CONCERN, SHARED BY GOTT, FOR PRESERVATION .
CIA AND EXTENSION DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES IN LATIN AMERICA AND NECESSITY

Nsa ALL DEMOCRATIC FORCES AND GOVTS COOPERATE AGAINST EXTREMISTS
0SD CFN 212 17 28 6

- ARMY

v NAVY
AIR PAGE TWO RULGTC 095 NI D ENTI A_L
RMR AND TERRORISTS LIKE FALN.

SEALEY SAID GOTT HAD NOT YET TAKEN DEFINITIVE DECISION SINCE
KEY CABINET MINISTERS HAD BEEN TIED UP IN MEETINGS OF HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES. HE FELT CONFIDENT PLANE AND LEGITIMATE
PASSENGFRS AND CREW WOULD BE RETURNED TO VENEZUELA, PROBABLY
TOMCRROW MORNING AND HE HAD RECOMMENDED HIJACKERS BE

RETURNED SEPARATELY. GOV, HE BELIEVED, WOULD BE WILLING -
SEND PLANE FOR THEMe. AS FAR AS SEALEY AWARE HIJACKERS HAD NOT
FORMALLY REQUESTED ASYLUM AND HE HOPED THEY WOULD NOT AS SUCH
REQUEST MIGHT CQMPLICATE GOTT DECISION., ANY CASE GOTT BASIC
POSITION, WHICH HE BELIEVED AND HOPED WOULD BE OPERATIVE, WAS
THAT TRINIDAD SHOULD NOT BE USED AS BASE OR SPRINGBOARD FOR
THOSE ATTEMPTING OVERTHROW LEGITIMATE GOVTS IN AREA.

SEALEY AGREED PASS USG VIEWS TO WILLIAMS AND TO. INFORM US
ASAP OF GOTT DECISION.

DECLASSIFIED i
GP73. MINER - E.O. 13282, Sec. 3.
BT THER ﬁﬁ@g&_NARA Dﬁeg;tnb_

OFN GP-3 .

: -ance Copy To S/S-0 11/28/63 5:53 P. M
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nIpa _ALEZ o
IHCEiNG TELEEPAM - Department of -
- - G}T‘Aqm ;.
39-y UNCLASSIFIED TDINGEMAT -
"L RULGTC 003 28/1440Z - . Vi RO —FORRESTAL
SCS ZNR . . - W '! : _ JOH.NSON
info O P 281437Z° Y i "'_'_mwuﬂ'
Fi1 AMEMBASSYPORTOFSPAIN i 85111* PR3
SS  TO RUESRS/AMEMBASSY cnnacns : ~ TROMER g
C INFO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 1 l J28 Al m 08P lwsgvﬁDE
L STATE GRNC . S A EPaEa | m 1:
4 BT 3 P o i, W
E ' UNCLAS ACTION IMMEDIATE CARACAS 15 INFO PRIORITY DEP@)‘ |
ARA FROM PORTOFSPAIN TWENTY-EIGHTH Jg“,{
CAP | 1l ey
EUR  AVENSA FLIGHT NO. 584 FROM CIUDAD BOLIVER. TO MAIOUETIA WAS
P HIJACKED SHORTLY AFTER TAKE OFF FROM CIUDAD BOLIVER THIS A.M.
vsTA. BY FIVE YOUNG MEN AND ONE GIRL WHO PRODUCED WEAPONS.
N HIJACKERS TOOK OFF EMERGENCY DOOR AND FORCED PLANE FLY LOV
cia  OVER CIUDAD BOLIVER WHERE FALN ANTI-ELECTION PROPAGANDA o
o LEAFLETS DROPPED, ACCORDING AMERICAN PASSENGER. PLANE THEN
ggg BROUGHT TO PIARCO WHERE HIJACKERS REQUESTING ASYLUM.
ARMY  ALL PASSENGERS SAFE AND PLANE ‘WILL BE RETURNED WHEN POSSIBLE.
. NAVY © CFN 15 210 AVENSA 504 FALN |
AIR L
NIC , - |
SCA
- PAGE TWO R )
iy ULGTC 283 UNCL A S

ONE AMERICAN ABOARD WAS EDWARD RICHARDS, KOPPERS COMPANY OF |
PITTSBURG. . RICHARDS WAS ENROUTE TO MAIQUETIA TO MEET WIFE -

WHO DUE ARRIVE GUEST AIRLINES FLIGHT 421 FROM MEXICO AT
15:25 TODAY.

RICHARDS REQUESTS TKAT MRS. RICHARDS BE ASSURED THAT HE IS
ALRIGHT, AND THAT SHE WOULD STAY AT MACUTO SHERATON IF HE IS
UNABLE TO REACH MAIQUETIA 7N TIME TO MEET HER. ALSO REQUESTS

- THAT ROBERT EAKINS, KOPPERS OF VLNEZULLA, CARACAS BE INFORMED.-

NAMES HIJACKERS LATER. MINER
BT

CFN 421 15:85
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AR o o ASHDC A DR e T

INFO RUEPCR/DEPT OF ARMY R I e _ 5
Info  RUECW/DEPT OF NAVY o 34 g | 89 B
ss RUEAHQ/DEPT OF AIR - ch3yor 28 P 9
e RIJLPCR/POLAD USCINCSO - : o
SP RUCKHC/POLAD YSCINCLANT " .
STATE GRNC- . N L
L L B S : : LT SRS S SN SRR N X, RO 0.~ RS -+ 1)
H quFIDENTIAL_" ot b B~
CAP ;
EUR . ACTION DEPT mmmms.mm ARMY NAVY AIR POLAD USCINCSO
P FOLAD USCINCLANT UNN FROM CARACAS NOUEHBER 28 - 9PM.
USIA

NSC AS OF 3:20 PM SEVERAL RUMORS, TIPS. ANNONYMOUS cnu.s, BUT NO
INR TANGIBLE DEUELOPMENTS RE CHENAULT KIDNAPPING, . . = _
CIA EM3ASSY RECEIVED FOLLOWING ZNONYMOUS TELEPHONE MESSAGE AT
NSA $:20RM TODAY QUOTE PLEASE TELL THE AMBASSADOR THAT WE HAVE
SY RELEASED YOUR MAN AND HE IS NOW IN EL PARAISO UNQUOTE. - IN
SCA ABSENCE OF CORROBORATING DEVELOPMENTS IN SUBSEQUENT THREE
::) scs HOURS EMBASSY CONCLUDES REPORT FALSE POSSIBLY WORK o:-' PRANKSTER.,
CFN 627 28 SPM S:20FM 5:20 PM .

* PAGE TWO RUESRS 376-CONFIDENTIAL
ONE OTHER REPORT ABOUT &6PM THAT NEWS OF CHENAULTS RELEASE WAS
BEING BROADCAST ON LOCAL RADIO STATION NOT YET VERIFIED.

MEDINA, EDITOR OF UNIVERSAL RECEIVED PHONE CALL ABOUT 8PM
ALLEGEDLY FROM FALN TO EFFECT THAT COL., CHENAULT HAD SPENT.

THE AFTERNOON :WITH MAXIMO CANALES AND THAT HE WAS FINE AND THAT
THERE WOULD BE ANOTHER ANNOUNCEMENT LATER ON. MEDINA ALSO

- CALLED BY PTJ SAYING THE LATTER THINK THEY KNOW CHENNAULT'S’
WEREABOUTS AND THAT THERE WOULD BE AN ANNOUNCEMENT LATER.

LATER EMBASSY RECEIVED ANOTHER CALL ALLEGEDLY FROM FALN .
STATING THAT CHENNAULT WILL NOT BE RELEASED UNTIL DECEMBER TWO
- BJT WILL BE WELL TAKEN CARE OF IN MEANTIME. STEWART

ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-0 11/28/63, 9:38 PM
PASSED TO WHITE HOUSE 11/28/63, 9:45 PM .
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
—BUNDY-SMITH .

_ALEXANDER - | - ‘0'_‘ 4 | 5_._,“! %

—BELK

. '\__JBRUBECK'
00 RUEHCR CHASE

- —DINGEMAN
DE RUZSRS 367 28/1505Z ~[ i
0 2315002 ZEA.~ " TECKEL ,
M AMEMBASSY (CARACAS d ~LUruESTAL W »
TO RUEHCR/SECSTATE WASHDCjqnNsON s bt '
INFO RUEPCR/DEPT OF ARMY % 1 DUFF
RUECW/DEPT OF NAVY T KLEIN
RUEAHQ/DEPT OF AIR . T KOMER
RULPCR/POLAD USCINCSO ¢, yNDERS

1983 v 28 Afi;I 0 35,

-

RUCKHC/POLAD USCINCLANT ~ oy paINGER
BS$ ATE GRNC __SMITH, WM. Y.

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

ACTION DEPT IMMEDTIATE %;g'_? INFO ARMY NAVY AIR POLAD CINGSO POLAD
CINCLANT UNN FROM CARACAS NOVEMBER 28 - 11AM

RAMON MEDINA, AN EDITOR OF DAILY EL UNIVERSAL CALLED EMBASSY TO
SAY THAT AT ABOUT 1000 RECEIVED A TELEPHONE CALL 'FROM UNIDENTIFIED
WOMAN ASKED HIM TO PLEASE INFORM EM3ASSY THAT COLONEL CHENAULT

IS SAFE AND HAD "ENJOYED HIMSELF™ LAST NIGHT, AS HE WOULD

TONIGHT AND TOMORROW NIGHT. ’ ' o

STEWART

BT

CFN 624 28 11aM 1000

QTE: ' |
EDVANCE COPY TO S/s-0 AT 10:43 AM, 11/28/63.
. PASSED WHITE HOUSE AT 10:45 AM, 11/28/63.
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Action 07 RUEHC

o ._BRUBECK _ o
DE RUESRS 364 28/14407 “SToHASE o~
ARA  7NR . ~ DINGEMAN 0185414
e 0 2814382 T o el Y eimi 08 R0 32
M AMEMBASSY (CARaCAS’ ~ ECKEL 953 10! 28 .7
gg  TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHMDC - ~ FORRESTAL
- INFO RUEPC/DEPT OF ARMY  _ JOHN3ON
Sp RUECW/DEPT - OF NaAVY __KILDUFF
RUEAHQ/DEPT OF AIR __ KLEIN
p RULPC/POLAD USCINCSO _.KOMER
3 RUCKHC/POLAD USCINCLANT ~ SAUNDERS

CAP STATE GRNC .
P BT ' __SMITH, WM. X.

UsTA INGLAS ACTION DEPT IMMEDIATE (623 INFO ARMY NAVY AIR POLAD CINCSO
Noc FOLAD CINCLANT UNN FRON CARACAS TWENTYEIGHTH ‘

ifb:i CHENAULT KIDNAPPING -

g:@ STATUS REPORT 1000 NOVEMBER 28

I .

3CA N0 NEW DEVELOPMENTS DURING NIGHT. MORNING PRESS HIGHLIGHTS

 RMR ' STORY AS ALREADY REPORTED. SEVERAL CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS
"DEPLORE AND REPUDIATE™ INCIDENT AS VIOLATION NATIONAL

DIRNITY AND DEMAND IMMEDIATE RELEASE CHENAULT.
STEWART '

BT
CFN 623 1000 28

Note: Passed White House 10:50 a.m, 11/28/63
Note: Advance copy delivered to SSO 10:47 a.m. 11/28/63
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will be designated EFTO
FROM: US AMBASSADOR CARACAS
TO : SEC STATE WASH DC
DTG : 27/8 AM 2712452 NOV 63

ACTION DEPT IMMEDIATE 610, ARMY, NAVY, AIR ,POLAD CINCLANT,
POLAD CINCSO. FRCM CARACAS. SGD STEWART

Commander US Military Group Venezuela advises that at
0700 today four unidentified men apparently kidnapped Colonel
James Chenault, Deputy Chief US Army Mission. He was in

official car on way to his office in Venezuelan Army Headquar-
ters when incident occurred. No further details.

NOTE: Adv cy sent to OCS and ACS| at 271327Z Nov

ACTION: ACSI
DISTR : 0CS, DCSOP, ACSFOR, JCS, CMC, OSA, DCSPER, 0SD
DA IN 154544
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|
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sP CTAMEMBASSY c __
1/ 70 RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC L Ao g 2
= INFO RUEPC/DEPT OF ARMY - Lie : "+
RUECY/DEPT OF NAVY ' SRR AR @Z "
CAP  gyzaMQ/DEPT OF AIR - § T A é? N i
P RULPC/POLAD USCINCSO R _ @)@ ‘
\ﬁ@ RUGKHC/POLAD USCINCLANT 7, ABE /@y
\ STATE GRNC : : it A

CIA BICLAS ACTION DEPT IMMEBIATE INFO ARMY NAVY AIR POLAD 'CiNCL.ANT
NSA FOLAD CINCSO UNN FROM CARACAS T.UENTYSEUENTH 3 s .

SCA  ges CHENAULT KIDNAPPING

»5 OF §:30 PM EMBASSY INFORMED BY EL UNIVERSAL TOP
C*FICERS THAT THEY HAD NOT RECEIVED ANY MESSAGE RE
CHENAULT KIDNAPPING, PREVIOUS REPORT GIVEN EMBASSY
oY ASSOCIATED PRESS WHICH NOW BELIEVES INFORMATION
FALSE. = . - : i *

STEWART -

BT .

CFN 620 6:30° P _

ADVANGE COPY TO $/8-0, 11/27/63, 7:43. B UL

. ~ PASSED TO WHITE HOUSE 11/27/63, 7:45 PM
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. ALEXANBER1 8007

—BELRec'd: November 27, 1963

\_:BRUBECK 1:02 pom.
. CHASE
FROM: Caracas =.DINGEMAN

T0: Secretary of State :ECKELN

. FORRESTAL
NO: 612, November 27, Noon __JOHNSON

—KILDUFF

— KLEIN
ACTION DEPARTMENT 612, ARMY, NAVY, ATRVXPOLAD CINCSO, POLAD

— SMITH, WM. Y. ,
Afternoon of November 26 five armed terrorists held up ﬁmplpyees
Firestone Warehouse in Barquisimeto, Lara State. Took $2,500
from safe, set fire to stock. No injuries. Damage estimated
$_5p’000.

Also November 26 seven terrorists captured in attempt to blow
up television station in Valencia, Carabobo State. Offieces
of Electoral Board in Villa de Cura, Aragua State, held up
by six armed terrori$ts; records set on fire,

Fire caused by sabotage of oil and gas lines near Naricual,
(EMBTEL 602) Anzoategui .State, extinguish#d fire November 26,

and five of eight lines now back in service. Damages not yet
estimated,

STEWART

JNA
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37 __LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
Action COH}fO' ¢ 17800
Rec'd:  November 27, 1963
_ARA FROM: Caracas 9:35 a.m,
Info ' __BUNDY-SMITH
ss TO: Secretary of State :QEEXANDER
—BRUBECK
gp NO: 611, November 27, 10 a.m. &ivg
—_DINGEMAN
te - — DUNGAN—
H IMME — BOHFr—
CAP DIATE —FORRESTAL
P . JOHNSON
usia ACTION DEPARTMENT IMMEDIATE 611, INFORMATION, ARMY, NAVYRLOUFF
AIR POLAD, USCINCSO POLAD. USCINCLANT UNNUMBERED _KLEIA
NSC __ROMER
wy  Re: HOTEL 610 "
SCA — SMETH, WHL. Y.

At approximately 0900 Embassy telephone operator received
anonymous call (ecultured male voice) to effect "don't worry
about Colonel Chenault, We have him only for propaganda
purposes",

Further detailss Chenault was kidnapped at gunpoint in front
of his home in Colinas De Bello Monte suburb as he was getting
into chauffer driven official Venezuelan Army car. Kignappers
disabled Chenault's chr, put him in another and éfove off.
Police have already recovered kidnap car which had been aban=-
doned.

President Betancourt has assumed personal charge operation
and has mobilized all law and order forces.

STEWART
SYT
Advance copy to S/8~0 11/27/63 at 9:47 a.m,

Passed White House 11/27/63 at 9:53 a.m.
Note: Passed to-0SD, CIA 9:53 a.m.

- REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE  poouiBiTED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED” |
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Action Control: 17685
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ARA 8:14 a.m,

FROM: Caracas
Info
SS TO: Secretary of State
gp NO: 610, November 27, 8 a.m.
L
= IMMEDIATE
CAP
531 , ACTION-IMMEDIATE DEPARTMENT 610, ARMY, NAVY, AIR, POLAD CINCLANT,
NSC POLAD CINCSO UNNUMBERED.,

é?ﬁ Commander US military group Venezuela advises that at 0700 today_

NSA four unidentified men apparently kidnapped Colonel James Chenaulg,
SCA Deputy Chief US Army Mission. He was in official car on way to

RMR his office in Venezuelan Army Headquarters when incident occurred,
No further details,

STEWART

JNA __BUNDY-SMITH

—ALEXANDER

Note: Advance copy to S/S-0 11-27-63, 8:20 a.m. i;:ﬁ;%//
=B ECK
HASE

liote: Passed White House 11-27-63, 8:30 a.m. ~ DINGEMAN
DENGAN"

e KR L

— FORRESTAL

— JOHNSON
~KILDUFF
—KLEIN
—KOMER
~SAUNDERS
~—SCHLESINGER

~SMITH, WM. Y.
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1. DURING THE EARLY MORNING OF 25 NOVEMBER FIVE DIFFERENT PIPE LIN
WERE BLOWN UP BY UNIDENTIFIED SABOTEURS AT A POINT NEAR NARICUAL.,
OJE FROM THESE LINES WAS BURNING FIERCELY, X

2. LATER IN THE MORNING THE LARGEST MEN|<GRANDE STORAGE TANK IN
THE AREA WAS'BLOWN UP CAUS ING AQVERY SERIOUS FIRE, ALL TRAFFIC ON THE

© HIGHWAY. BETWEEN PUERTO LA ;ﬁéE“AND’EL TIGRE,HAS BEEN CUT OFF AS A RESU

OF THESE FIRES, e | |

3. [ ] COMMENT; . .THE PIPE LINES WERE BLOWN [N A STRATEG!IC AREA
A LARGE GULLY WHERE OIL FROM THE BROKEN PIPE ACCUMULATED IN LARGE
QUANTITIES, ALL PIPE LINES ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE HIGHWAY WERE iN
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—_— CONFPPNTIA—
Control: '{81 'Dg/
Rec'd:  NOVEMBER 6, 1963

FROM:  CARACAS Fﬂ& g@@ W o 39 . —BUNDY-SM

| —ALEXANDEI
; cretary of State —BELK
102 Seorevary RUBECK |
_ - CHASE
NO: 534, NOVEMBER 5, 7 PM (SECTION ONE OF TWO) CoDINGEMAN
SDURGAN—
-— FORRESTAL
HNSON
REFERENCE: AIDTO 264 :ﬁgLDUFF
h —KLEIN -
ALTHOUGH FULLY AWARE OF PRESSURES TO PHASE OUT AID TECHN}CAL:fsﬁiaﬂ
ASSISTANCE ACTIVITIES AS WELL AS LOANS TO VENEZUELA IN 19664/
s sazansRs
| BELIEVE STRONGLY THAT ELIMINATING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE coewes

ACTIVITIES IS UNWISE AND INCONSISTENT WITH CURRENT OVERALL _ syFsH, Wii.
UsS. POLICY PROGRAMS IN VENEZUELA AS REPEATEDLY SET FORTH B t
LATIN AMERICAN POLICY COMMITTEE AND HIGHER AUTHORITY.

1« AS DEPT AWARE ASSISTANCE TO VENEZUELA IN MAINTAINING
INTERNAL SECURITY IS A PRIMARY COMPONENT OF OUR OVERALL PROGRAM
AND AID PLAYS AN [MPORTANT AND INCREASING ROLE THROUGH ITS:
PUBLIC SAFETY PROGRAM WHICH IN THE CURRENT FISCAL YEAR WILL
ABSORB OVER 2@ PERCENT OF AID TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FUNDS
AND ABOUT A THIRD OF PERMANENTLY ASSIGNED AID PERSONNEL. NO ONE
SENSITIVE TO SITUATION HERE, TO STATE OF POLICE AND SECURITY
FORCES, AND TO COMMUNIST TACTICS COULD BELIEVE THAT WE COULD
PRUDENTLY WITHDRAW FROM POLICE PROGRAM IN TWO YEARS
IF SITUATION WITHIN VENEZUELA ALLOWS: US TO CONTINUE.
IF WE WERE TO DISMANTLE OUR ECONOMIC TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE , BUT NOT PUBLIC SAFETY DIVISION, EFFECT LOCALLY
WOULD BE THAT AID!S SOLE CONTRIBUTION UNDER ALLIANCE FOR
PROGRESS WOULD BE PROVISION OF COPS. MOREOVER, NO THOUGHT
HAS BEEN GIVEN TO DISMANTLING U.S. MILITARY ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM WHICH RUNS TO ABOUT $3.2 MILLION ANNUALLY IN COST OF
OUR MILITARY MISSIONS AND OTHER TRAINING COSTS AND $1g
MILLION ANNUALLY UNDER MILITARY CREDIT SALES PROGRAM, IF
LATTER NOT INCREASED AS DISCUSSED. THUS, EFFECT OF WITHDRAWING
AlID TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE WHICH WE PROJECT AT AROUND $2
MILLION ANNUALLY WOULD BE TO PLACE VIRTUALLY OUR ENTIRE
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
—CONFIDENTTAL PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED"
DECLASSIFIED
suthooty VL7 00 /k - Pt- 1Y

Bv/Z __ SARA Date 3487«
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 8, 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, BUNDY

SUBJECT: President's Speech at Venezuelan
Pavilion

1. Attached is Jim Frey's speech for the
President. It is O,K. with Angie Duke,

2, The bracketed portion on page 2 is
optional,

2, OaK;wﬂm;““‘"‘““M

e
Gordon Chase



SUGGESTED REMARKS BY
THE PRESIDENT AT
THE VENEZUELAN PAVILION, NEW YORK WORLD'S FAIR
MAY 9, 1964

I am very happy to be here at the official opening of the
World's Fair pavilion of Venezuela. I want to pay special tribute
today to the courage and steadfastness of the Venezuelan people
and their govermment in their firm defense of democracy and

independence and in their dedication to the Alliance for

Progress.
-_Lm 5 = BuE -.:-9--
,'h l:i-f."L');,M._ '{}
s Last December, jg;;lte‘the
.. ‘E(’wt;
attempts extremists =~—tratwedy-direetedy—armeds;—and-

financed=foem-Guba=e- to prevent free elections, well over 90%
! ( s

of Venezuela's registered voters defied personal danger and went
to the polls -- and they voted for democracy and for a peaceful
transfer of govermmental authority. This is a record -- and a
demonstration of patriotism -- for any nation to be proud, cf{

Recently, I had the pleasure of being visited by Venezuela's
valiant former President, Romulo Betancourt. We discussed our
hopes for the Alliance for Progress, to which President Betancourt

‘ﬁv{u}{ﬁ

and his country have contributed se-much by their example. The

economic and social progress of Venezuela in the past few years,



hvv\w L qm
pre-dating the inauguration of the Alliance, has been
extraordinary.
¢ Primary and secondary school enrollments have increased 70%.

(| Thousands of classrooms have been built. Illiteracy has been

- halved. Pure water has been brought to65% more people. 150,000
\-lané- workers have been provided with housing. 60,000 farm families
Q have been settled in their own land.

> Government and private industry are working together to bring
. about a diversified and balanced expansion of industry and

B )agri_culture. Total output is on the rise, @rices are stable,
\)‘Mbnetary stability is being maintained.

uL_\____
D Venezuelans are proud of their political and economic progress.

e

They have a right to be. Venezuelans are confident of the future.
They have a right to be.

Aad:the United States is proud to have Venezuela as a friend
and as a partner in the Alliance for Progress.

ol yn ik il B il \Qs
&%Mﬁmvlow;h%@,w‘%ﬂh

-

;,_Jbl\l /’; {Q\Q——;hr—\m%w au\w\—ofr \l
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 2
WASHINGTON 2
May 4, 196

Vel AW

; MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY
fHE WHITE HOUSE -

Subject: President's Attendance at Inauguration of
Venezuelan Pavilion at World's Fair in
New York

The Venezuelan Ambassador has informed the Department that
the Venezuelan Pavilion at the New York World's Fair is to be
inaugurated May 9. Fair officials have informed the Ambassador
that President Johnson will visit the Fair on that date.
Consequently, the Ambassador has asked the Department to invite
President Johnson's presence at the inauguration.

Under moderate, progressive leadership, Venezuela is moving
vigorously, and with notable success, to improve the general
welfare of its people and to stimulate its economy; and is in
the vanguard in Latin America in the promotion of social reform
and economic development within a democratic, constitutional
framework. Venezuela's progress presents a feasible alternative
to violent revolution and is a real challenge to the communist
design for Latin America.

The Department recommends that, if he is planning to visit
the Fair on May 9, the President arrange to be present at the
inauguration of the Venezuelan Pavilion. His attendance would
be a significant demonstration of United States' support for the
Leoni Government and its leadership in the Alliance for Progress.

Benjamin H. Read %

Executive Secretary

—GONFIDENTTAE—
GROUP 3
Downgraded at 1l2-year intervals,
not automatically declassified.

DECLASSIFIED ’ '
E.O. 18292, Sec. 3.4 . .
Byxﬂ?[m, NARA, Dated-;-o
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 27, 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR
MR. BUNDY
SUBJECT: Betancourt's Visit with the President

State tells me that the President's meeting with
Betancourt last week went very well, Betancourt
was delighted with his Washington visit and is
convinced that the President intends to continue
the basic Latin American policies of President

Kennedy.
a—
Gordon Chase
—CONFIPENTIAT-
DECLASSIFIED

EO. 13292, Sec. 34
By q#m NARA, Date3-[-0l



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT W
April 24, 1964

s/s 6051

' ;/MW

TO: Mr, McGeorge Bundzyfyﬂ )
The White House Q‘, (
S
FROM: Benjamin H, Read LN
Executive Secretary
SUBJECT: Memorandum of conversation
between the President and
Former President of
Venezuela, Betancourt,
dated April 24
For approval prior to distribution,
The President's remarks are side=
lined in blue.,
Attachment: }
As stated,

EIMEFED—OFFICEAT—H5E- ATTACHMENT
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(Drafting Office and Officer) -
DEPARTMENT OF STATE .

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE: April 21, 1964

SUBJECT: Venezuelan Proposals for Meetings of Foreign Miniéters on
Cuban Aggression and Representative Democracy

PARTICIPANTS: The President

Mr. Rémulo Betancourt, Former President of Venezuela
Dr. Enrique Tejera-Paris, Ambassador of Venezuela
Sam Moskowitz, Chief of Venezuelan Affairs, ARA
Donald F, Barnes, Interpreter, OPR/LS

COPIES TO:

S/s Amembassy CARACAS
S/P

G

ARA - 3

INR/OD - 2

The White House

r 1

Mr, Betancourt said he had two matters of substance he wished to bring
to the President's attention,

The first matter was the Venezuelan initiative against Cuban aggression
brought before the Organization of American States (OAS) under the Rio Treaty.
Mr, Betancourt described the proposed Venezuelan resolution and stressed the
importance of its being approved by a meeting of foreign ministers as a means
of countering Cuban-supported insurgency, even if only by the required mini-
mum of 13 supporting votes, He said it was particularly essential, in order
to deter European countries from trading with Cuba, that the Venezuelan resolu-~
tion be considered and approved by a meeting of foreign ministers.

The second matter was the joint Venezuelan-Costa Rican initiative to call
a meeting of foreign ministers of the American states to consider a proposed
resolution on strengthening representative democracy in Latin America,
Mr, Betancourt expressed concern about the future of representative government
in Latin America in view of the many military coups against elected govern-
ments during the last two years, He said the experience of the 1950's had
demonstrated that Communism flourished and grew strong under the repressive
governments of that period; and he feared history may repeat itself, While
he believed that the Venezuelan military was not a threat to the elected gove
ernment of his country, it was vital for the democratic and progressive
development ¢f Latin America that the proposed resolution be adopted in order

to deter military coups d'etat.

L. |

The President
ser  DS1254 LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

GPO 908052









DEPARTMENT OF STATE ;/
WASHINGTON pe !
£

April 15, 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Request for Appointment for

Rémulo Betancourt, Former
President of Venezuela

Recommendation

I recommend that you receive Rémulo Betancourt, former Presi-
dent of Venezuela, during his two-day visit to Washington April 20

and April 21,
Approve Disapprove _/

Discussion

Mr, Betancourt, whose term of office as President of Venezuela
ended on March 11, 1964, is in the United States on a four-month
vacation and has requested an appointment with you. He is at the
peak of his prestige as one of the outstanding leaders of the demo-
cratic reform movement in Latin America. Your receiving
Mr. Betancourt would demonstrate our recognition of the importance
of the Venezuelan tr:l.mnpp of democracv over communism and our sup—
port of that country's enlig htened leadership which has put it in

" the vanguard of the Alliance for Progress. Some suggested talking
points and background information are enclosed, should it be possible
for you to receive Mr, Betancourt.

Actin retary
Enclosures:

1. Talking Points and Background,
2., Biographic Sketch.

= . —CONF I ENF A
DECLASSIFIED "W

E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4 R
< Downgraded at 3-year intervals
By‘f/‘m‘ NARA, D206 . not automatically declassified



SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS

AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Item for You to Raise: It is suggested that you congratulate
Mr, Betancourt for the progress his Administration brought to the
people of Venezuela, and for the great courage and tenacity with
which he demonstrated the feasibility of democracy in Latin America,

Items which Mr, Betancourt may Raise and Suggested Responses:

(1) Non-Recognition of Dictatorships: He may advocate
that the United States support Venezuela's policy of non-recognition
of Latin American governments that take power by overthrowing demo-
cratic, constitutional governments.

Suggested Response: We deplore coups d'état and un-
representative government. However, in the absence of a consensus in
the OQAS on these matters, we continue to believe it in our interest
to consider each case on its merits and to exert whatever influence
we can to encourage earliest restoration of democratic government.

(2) Inter—American Sanctions against Cuba: He may urge
strong, unqualified and public United States support for Venezuela's
initiative in the Organization of American States for the adoption
of sanctions against Cuba for its aggression against Venezuela,

Suggested Response: We are in complete accord with
Venezuela on this matter and are giving the kind of support he desires.

(3) Non-Discrimination in U, S, Oil Tmport Restrictions:
He may plead for equa equal treatment with Canada under the United States
0il Import Program by exempting Venezuela from import quotas or by
hemispheric preferences for both.

Suggested Response: Venezuela's favorable position
in our oil market has not been prejudiced by Canadian imports,
Venezuela's vital interests will continue to be recognized in the ad-
ministration of the Program. It is our policy to cooperate closely
with the Government of Venezuela in seeking solutions to any problems
arising from the marketing of Venezuela's oil through meetings of
high-level government as well as technical level representatives,

Background:

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 13292, Sec. 34
Bym. NARA, Date 3-/-D6
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BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH OF ROMULO BETANCOURT
(Pronounced: Beh-tahn-COHR)

Former President Betancourt is a skillful, decisive and confident
political leader who recently became Venezuela's first popularly-elected
president to complete his term (1959-1964). A classic example of a
leftist political revolutionary for many years who turned evolutionary
reformer, he is Venezuela's best-known politician and the principal
leader of the largest political party, Democratic Action (AD). At first
he was regarded with distrust and hostility by many sectors but today
has the admiration of the majority of Venezuelans. His present accept-
ance is due to his moderation and caution in governing, and to his
conscientious effort to consider the viewpoint of various elements of
Venezuelan society., His breadth of view put him above AD partisan interests
and permitted him to visualize broader national interests in governing,

He tended to exercise strong, one-man control over the governmental
decision-making process. His moderate, evolutionary approach to economic
and social reform and his tendency to reserve policy decisions for hime
self was partly responsible for two splits in the AD Party since 1960,
His survival as President was due largely to an unerring ability to judge
all elements of the Venezuelan political situation., He was devoted to
the preservation of Venezuelan constitutional democracy and showed hime
self willing to take the necessary firm action to preserve it from the
threats of Left and Right subversives,

He proved to be a staunch friend of the United States and of the West
and a vigorous partner in the Alliance for Progress. He is an outspoken
foe of communism and Fidel Castro. He also espoused the "Betancourt
Doctrine” to oppose recognition of dictatorships and governments brought
into power by the forceful overthrow of legitimate govermments. During
his term he refused to establish relations with seven Latin American gov-
ernments which came to power through military coups.

He was a communist during his student days, but broke with communism
in the early 1930's. His active leadership in a student revolt against
dictator Gomez in 1928 led to the first of several long periods of exile.

He organized his first political party in 1936 and founded the AD in 1941.
In 1945, as a result of a coup engineered by young military officers and
AD, Betancourt headed a revolutionary government until 1948, In June 1960
he barely escaped assassination and received severe hand injuries from
which he still suffers, The 56 year old Betancourt is married to the
former Carmen Valverde, a native Costa Rican. His only child is a daughter,
Virginia. He understands some English but speaks very little.

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4
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TO THE NORTH AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
CARACAS, VENEZUELA

1 welcome the opportunity to send greetings to my
fellow Americans living in Venesuela on the occasion
of the 188th anniversary eof our country's independence
and te express my appreciation of the efforts of the
North American Association to foster more cordial
relations and greater understanding based on the
principles of democracy.

/s/ Lyndon B. Johnson




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 24, 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR
MRS. ROBERTS

The President ought not to do many things
like the attached, but Venezuela is a special
case, The American community under the
Betancourt administration did an unusually
good job. If the President could send this
brief message, it would give great pleasure
to a good group. It is also recommended
that a facsimile photograph be sent.

g .
McG. B.



e
THE WHITE HOUSE d
WASHINGTON

May 22, 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, BUNDY

I believe that the American community in
Venezuela has been forward looking in its attitude
toward the Betancourt Administration and has
shown great courage under very trying circum-
stances over the last several years, As a general
rule, I give messages such as Ambassador
Stewart recommends a low priority, but I consider
this case especially meritorious.

I have had the proposed letter prepared for the
President's signature with a slight modification
in the proposed text, I would suggest a photo=~
graph with a facsimile signature of the President,

e

R." M. Sayre
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO J 4] l}' cl

THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON 25, D, €. /
s DEPARTMENT OF STATE / {Ls-',/./

WASHINGTON

May 19, 196h

S/s 7203

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. MeGEORGE BUNDY
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Presidential Photograph and Message for
the American Commmnity in Venezuela

The American Ambessador to Venezuela, C. Allan Stewart,
wrote to Mr. Reedy on April 29 inviting his attention te a letter
of March 5 to Mr. Salinger in whieh the Ambassador requested
an autographed photograph and an Independence Day message from
the President to the American commnity in Venezuela. The text
of a proposed message is contained in the March 5 letter.

The Department recommends that the President accede to
the Ambassador's request. The eourageous manner in which the
15,000 Americans living in Venezuela have faced terrorism in
that country during the last two years has contributed significantly
to thwarting the Communist offensive. This deserves recognition
and the proposed message 1s considered appropriate.

If the President agrees, the Department will be pleased

to pouch the photograph and the signed message to our Embassy
for delivery to the North American Association.

Qs o

Executive Secre

Enelosures:

1. Copy of March 5, 1964 letter
from Ambassador Stewart to Mr. Salinger.

2. Letter of April 29, 1964 from
Ambassador Stewart to Mr. Reedy.
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: The White Hou

ARA -~ Mr, Stephansky March 19, 1964 /
ce: ARA - Mr, Mamm and SY = Mr, Lynch
The White House - Mr, Dungan s/s
CV = Ambagsador Stewart

Visit of President Betancourt to the United States

President Betancourt informed me before I came to Washington that
he planned to leave Venezuela on March 26 for the United States. By
that time he will have been sworn in as Senator and will have obtained
permission from Congress to leave Venezuela, This is a statutory
requirement, but Betancourt does not anticipate ary difficulties in
obtaining the permission,

The ex~President will come directly t.o Washington and spend a few
days here before going to New York. While here he wishes to see
President Johnson, Secretary Rusk and Mr, Mann to discuss hemispheric
problems, Ambagsador Tejera Paris will arrive in Washington a few days
before Hr. Betancourt to firm up arrangements for the ex~President's
visit. However, it would be well to have arrangements already made for
the visits to the President, Secretary and Mr, Mann. ( I mentioned
this matter to Ralph Dungan yesterday and pointed out that Mr. Betancourt
did not wish to have any sort of social event arranged by any U, S, of=-
ficials, Mr, Dungan said he did not think there would be any difficulty
in arranging for an appointment with the President and I suggested that
possibly the President might show some deference to Mr, Betancourt by
inviting him to his living quarters for coffee or a drink.)

Mr. Betancourt told me that he will probably give a press conference
in VWashington at the Venezuelan Embassy before he leaves the city.
Other than that he wishes no contacts with the press. While in the city
he will stay at the Fairfax Hotel and while he is in New York he will
be staying at the Hotel Paris, a very modest hostelry on the West Side
of lNew York for which he has a sentimental attachment. Apparently, the
President does not wish his presence in New York to be known to the press.

Following a brief visit to New York, where B think he will see
some doctors, lMr., Betancourt plans te visit some parts of the United
States, travelling incognito. This will be rather difficult for Betancourt
whose face is well known on television and in newspaper pictures, but
he thinks he can get away with it.

c cvxmﬁ;:@*‘ i i

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4
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February 11, 1774
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ?/E'Cf

A

. gAY
Subject: U.S, Delegation to Inangwration of QQ‘JH ]
mm r okt P j/

President-slect Leonl will be insugurated sometime
between liarch 2 and March 12, The exact date has not
yet been set.

This marks the first time In Venesuelan history that a
constitutionally elected President will have turned over power
to a duly elected successar. Because of the dramatic
character of the occazion, and the particular lmportance of
Venezusla at this time, it is dezirable that a high-level
delegation be sent,

R is our recommendation that it be composed of
Secretary of Labor Wirtz as head of the delegation;
Ambassador Stewart; Assistant Secretary lianmg iMir, George
Meany, AFL~CIC; My, Joseph L. Block, President of In-
land Steel  Congressman Charles Diggs (D, ~Mich, )
Leslie Arvends (R, ~Jll k and Mrs., Robert Max
Erocks of Austin, Texas,

Dean Rusk
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THE WHITE HOUSE |/ (w

WASHINGTON

February 5, 1964

TO: Bromley Smith

T have followed up on the attached cable
and was assured by the State Department that
arrangements have been worked out with the military
to see that a similar situation does not occur in

the future.
Ra%ngan
Attachment.
hiiea
S’-ﬂ. aﬁu i i <$ %

DETERMIMNED TO BE AN
ACMINISTRETIVE MARKING
NOT NAT'L SECURITY
INFORMATION, E.O. 12356,
SEC. 1.1q)
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THE WHITE HOUSE &
WASHINGTON

January 31, 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR
BROMLEY SMITH
SUBJECT: U.S. Violations of Venezuelan Territory

1. Venezuelans have informed the USAIRA that on 27,

28, and 29 January, U.S. aircraft overflew their territory.
They were quite disturbed over this and informed him that
orders had been given to force down or shoot down any
further violators. He was able to get them to hold(c’)?f‘\‘t_biﬁ_'
aetioy until he was able to report.

2. CINCLANT is conducting an air surveillance exercise
in the Caribbean area at the present time. They report that
it is possible that at least one aircraft may have violated
the 3 mile limit but no aircraft flew over land mass.

3. The Ambassador reports that Venezuelan sensitivities
are understandable in this situation, especially since we
have not informed them of the surveillance operation.

4., JCS has directed that the U.S. MILGRP, Venezuela

be informed of the exercise so that U.S. authorities in
Venezuela can advise the Venezuelan Government of activity
in progress beyond Venezuelan territorial limits.

AV

Art McCafferty

DECLASSIFIED
Authority NS -col-03-- 10

By tewwn . NARA, Date5-32-23



February 5, 1964

HONORABIE CYRUS R. VANCE

I am attacking & cable vhich descridbes a situstion
in Venezusla tlmt appesrs to me to be inexcusable.
I am sure that remedial action has been taken in
this case,

However, I would like some assurance that a similar
situation does not arise in the future. It ceems

to me that it would have besn a tregic and completely
avoidable catastrophe if the Venesuslans bad sho$

or foroed down an alrcraft in the course of this

exercise.
/5/
Ralph A. Dungsn
Speeial mxm
to the President
Attachment .

DECLASSIFIED
EO. 13292, Sac. 3.4
By%h NARA, Date3-]-06




December 4, 1963

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Further information on Colonel Chenault in
Venezuela:

Our last report, as of 1 P.M. yesterday,
indicates that a U. S. correspondent was
taken clandestinely by the FIAN (terrorists)
to see Chenault. He was well, being kept
captive in a private house, required to stay
in bed in pajamss, and guarded by three men.
Chenault told the U. S. correspondent that
he was being well treated.

Venezuelan military and security forces have
under surveillance several houses in which
Chenault may be held captive, but they are
reluctant to move in lest it endanger his
life,

Ralph A. Dungan

v/ ec: Mr. Bundy
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April 28, 1964

TO: Mr. McGeorge Bundy
The White House

FROM: Benjamin H. Read
Executive Secretary

Attached for your files is a copy of an
approved memorandum of conversation between the
President and former President of Venezuela,

Mr. Romulo Betancourt dated 4/21/64 regarding
Venezuelan Proposals for Meetings of Foreign
Ministers on Cuban Aggression and Representative
Democracy.

Attachment:

As stated.
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April 28, 1964

TO: Mr, McGeorge Bundy
The White House

FROM: Benjamin H, Read
Executive Secretary

Attached for your files is a copy of an
approved memorandum of conversstion between the
President and former President of Venesuela,

Mr, Romulo Betancourt dated 4/21/64 regarding
Venesuelan Proposals for Meetings of Foreign
Ministers on Cuban Aggzession and Representative
Democracy.

Attachment:

As stated,

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE (Attachment)
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approved in White House DZPARTMENT OF STATE P
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Memeorandum of Conversation 4
=
DATE: April 21, 1964

JBJECT: Venezuelan Propd%als for Meetings of Foreign Ministers on

Cuban Aggression and Representative Democracy

DATE

PARTICIPANTS: The President

Mr, Rdmulo Betancourt, Former President of Venezuela
Dr. Enrique Tejera-Paris, Ambassador of Venezuela
Sam Moskowitz, Chief of Venezuelan Affairs, ARA
Donald F, Barnes, Interpreter, OPR/LS

COPIES TO:

S/S~ce Amembassy CARACAS
S/P '
G -
ARA - 3
INR/OD -~ 2
The White Houge - —
r 1

=

Mr, Betancourt said he had two matters of substance he wished to bring
to the Presidentts attention. N

The first matter was the Venezuelan initiative against Cuban aggression
brought before the Organizatign of American States (0AS) under the Rio Treaty.
Mr, Betancourt described the proposed Venezuelan resolution and stressed the
importance of its being approved by a meeting of foreign ministers as a means
of countering Cuban-supported insurgency, even if only by the required mini-
mum of 13 supporting wvotes. He said it was particularly essential, in order
to deter European countries from trading with Cuba, that the Venezuelan resolu-
tion be considered and approved by a meeting of foreign ministers,

The second matter was the joint Venezuelan-Costa Rican initiative to call ,
a meeting of foreign ministers of the American states to consider a proposed
resolution on strengthening representative democracy in Latin America.
Mr, Betancourt expressed concern about the future of representative government
in Latin America in view of the many military coups against elected govern-—
ments during the last two years. He said the experience of the 1950's had
demonstrated that Communism flourished and grew strong under the repressive
governments of that pericd; and he feared history may repeat itself, While
he believed that the Venezuelan military was not a threat to the elected gov—
erntent of his country, it was vital for the democratic and progressive
development of Latin America that the proposed resolution be adopted in order
to deter military coups dfetat. ]

The President
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January 28, 19

TO: Mr. McGeorge Bundy
The White House

FROM: Mr. Benjamin H. Read’

Executive Secretary

Attached for your information and files
are copies of memoranda ¢f conversation re-
garding:

1) Conversation w§th Dr. Caldera of

Venezuela between The Secretary and
Dr. Caldera, dated Jamuary 14, 1964.

and 2) Panama betwegn The Secretary and
Mr. Allen, dated January 10, 1964.

Attachment:

As stated.
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v Memorandum of Conversation
DATE: January 1k, 196k
SUBJECT: Conversation with Dr. Caldera of Venezuela
G 3 PARTICIPANTS: The Secretary
B X Dr. Rafael Caldera, Leader of Social Christian Party of Venezuela

Sr. Walter Brandt, Minister Counselor, Venezuelan Embassy
Mr. Daniel F. Margolies, Director, East Coast Affairs

e COPIES TO: ' DECLASSIFIED

s/s E / E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 .

e s/ ihite House Ny_ga:fas .

TN G Amembassy Caracas s, NARA Date2-287
ik ARA/OD Amembassy Panama B’ l/

‘ ~ =
‘ s l. Situation in Canal Zone

Dr. Caldera asked about the developments in Panama.

e The Secretary said that the situation in the Canal Zone was complex. The
e United States had a great responsibility for the Canal in vhich a number of

i other countries had a stake. At the same time the sentiments of the Panamanian

RN pecple were also involved. The Peace Commission on which the Venezuelan

' $h Ar.casszdor served as,Chairman had done excellent work in contributing to the

Tt restcration of law and order and the situation appeared to be greatly improved.

The Secretary said that when all the facts were brought out by the Commission
it would appear that the picture originally presented in the press had been greatly
di storted. If he had been told beforehand that the US Army in the facz of
receiving 95 casualties would have responded in the way that it did and would have
shcwn the restraict that it exercised he would have been astonished. N

e Panamanian rights in the territory had been recognized since the time of
- the Treaty of 1503. There were also a number of practical problems involving
wages, commerc.al interests, and consular authority on which considerable progress
had been made in the past few years. A major problem was the obsolescence of
the Canal. Within the next five years a decision would have to be made about a
new sea-level canal. It had been intended to resolve many of the outstanding

[ ' ) problems |
L TorM ps-tasy —CONTFEDRNETAT—
d A
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