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SIGNED STEWART 

Chenault Kidnapping 

I spoke with President this morning re Chenault Case.· 
He said he had received.same .letter from Moncade Vidal sent 

.also·to UPI .(EmbTel 637). Stated.that of course :gov.could 
not rpt .not .accept the off.er and ·.explained he :convt.nced no 

,,,--rpt no harm could come to the .Colonel. Said.it ..was time for 
,~~~~old nerves" and observed that FALN .we.I I .aware .that .gov 

•~d "large :number. of ·hostages . In J ts ,hands. 11 

Al 1 DI GEPOL and -PTJ ,Forces .are ·actively working. on . 
. case .. Presldent ..sure ·that lthe captors .wl.11 .. have :to ·release 
Chenault. After that there .woul.d be ·nation .wl de ..hunt ,for
ab due tors . • • •• • 

' 
Pres I dent. s~nd Ing ..an :aJde to vis l t ,.Mrs. Chenau 1t :.th ls 

morning. • • • • \ 
·, \ 

NOTE: Adv cy ,sent .to DCSOP' CC .and ACSI at 3017442 Nov ..63. 

NOTE: 637 is DA IN .156037. (29/NFT Nov.63) ACSI 

ACTION: ACS 1. 
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DA IN .. 156575 

• 1 ,: ' 

STATE LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
SCOFORM REPLAf~ OCS FORM /

,' I8.IUNH 35 .Ulv1a1"Hllb~HICH. .. 





I 

! 
I .. ·t•,·:,

• I ,. i •, • • I 

POL AD CINCSO, POLAD ·;:;-:; :.,"':/ ;'. 

INCOMING uepartment of Stu,~TELEGRAM· 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 51 
Action mNNXB. TESA 163RSA067 · '··• • ··1 t.

00 RUEKCR . . • • :. • _· 
ARA. -iE RUESRS 403 29/2240Z • !. 

,. 0 292~5Z ZEA ...~ -~'.. jl•
Info QM ~1'!.;M_aASSYQ_ARACAs) · . . , : 1 

s~· :10 RUEHCR/SECSTATEVASHDC. '· · - • 

·~F •:i~,6~hPrN::~v , -_'.1963NOV?9 f~ ' •' 
L ~EAHQ/OEPT AIR • ,11 
• -RULPC/POLAD USCINCSO · . '. 

U ~RUCKHC/POLADUSCINCLANT 
..AP [ Sl'ATE GRNC • · .. • 

K',rR , sr 
A'LD Y, LIMITED OF~IAL' USE 
p JMMEDIATE• 6 1 REPEATEDARMY;·NAVY, A IR, .. 

I • • , • -' ,,.I •'I ' ••USIA .CINCLANT. • .: . I.•_.·, .. •:.,tI . 

.. ~ ',t 

. l .. • • 

, 
, .••• \ 

••. :: 

\ ....~--: •.. ,~~-,. 
:MSC iSITUATION _REPORT.6 P.M~- NOVEMBER29. 

. ...~.·: ,, R , . • . 
' .. t.NITED PRESS BUREA-u· HERE RECEIVED WRITTEN COMMUNICATION THIS ,\..1 • .,... 

AFTERNOONSIGNED BYJUAN DEDIOS MONCADA VIDAL, •EXECUTIVE 
OOMMANDANT FALN GENERAL-STAFF• OFFER ING TO EXCHANGE COL. 

0 CHENAULT FOR '!ALL WOMENDETAINED FOR POLITICAL ACTIVITIES•. -
LETTER GIVES NAMES, OF 42 WOMEN AND STATES THERE ARE •MORE THAN .• 
WENTY• INVOLVED. GOES ON TO SAY •FOR YOUR TRANQUILITY WE • -~·: '.l! . • .. 

•srATE THAT THE LIFE ·o, COL. CHENAULT IS NOT RPT NOT UNDER ANY - '1 
: 'l. 

RISK, HE IS ENJOYING PERFECT HEALTH AND IS BEING GIVEN TREATMENT·.:·:'~~ 
'.OlMMENSURATEWITH HIS RANK·. I . I • • ' ... .. .,. 

l ., .,. • 

~;.t JI! I 

:· PAGE TWO RUESRS 403 LIMITED OFFICIAL USE IMMEDIATE ' ~-.~-·: 
LETTER CONTINUES •EQUALLY, THROUGH YOUR GOOD OFFICES, VE STATE . .-> .\ 
TO THE DICTATORSHIP THAT ·n MUST NOT ATTEMPT REPRISALS AGAINST , ... ',.' 

: INDEFENSIBLE PERSONS, NOR MEMBERS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTIES, .--. ::,•} 
: ACTIVISTS OF THE. FLN NOR MEMBERS OF THE· FALN. THE INCREASE OF .. :._ ·:·,) 
'<FFICIAL REPRESSION WOULD RESULT ONLY IN COMPLICATING THE .• - • • ''•1 .· 
,SITUATION.OF.THE PRISONER, OF OTHER MEMBERS OF HIS EMBASSY,· • '.-1-
~D OF THE DICTATORIAL GOVERNMENT. OUR C()IMAND HAS'TAKEN THE 
NECESSARYMEASURES TO INSURE THE SUCCESS OF THIS OPERATION TAKEN 

: IGAINST ELECTORAL FRAUD THROUGH WHICH THE BETANCOURT GOVER.NMENT , ~ 
K>PES TO CONTINUE IN POWER FOR THE DISGRACE OF t·HE COUNTRY." t 

. ·.. . . . . ' . . : • 
' 
.,
:~ 

.---··THIS ·cOMMUNICAfION VAS RECEIVED SHORT!. Y AFTER: WORD. RECEIVED FROM •j • 
flFP THAT A SUPPOSED FATN TELEPHONE CALL OFFERED TO EXCHANGE THE • .J 

SIX AIRPLANE~ HIJACKERS FOR -CHENAULT CEMBTEL 632>. AFP NOW·,.SAYS··; ·"' l . 
• tfHAT CAWlt:.AL·so~,.ST!'~~~-~~!~ .THEY DO NOT RPl' .NOT R~UR~ OUR . : ..~ ,.,:,; •. 

https://CAWlt:.AL�so~,.ST
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~2- 637, NOVEMBER29, FROM CARACAS 
\ , . 

: .\ 

·:mMRADES VE CANNOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SAFETY.; OF COL.· :CHANAULT~"- . 
. • . . - } . 

'EMBASSY INCLINED GIVE.~ORE CREDENCETO COMMUNICATIONRECEIVED·ey -:. ··,. , 
i\PI THAN TO AFP PHONE CALL, REALIZING HOWEVER,THAT IT HAS BEEN : .-~; ' 
,DIFFICULT SORT OUT ACTUAL FALN CONTACTS FROM CALLS OF CRANKS. , : ,.\tt·· 1 

NEVERTHELESSBOTH OF THESE COMMUNICATIONS APPEAR DESIGNED. . ·:· :: ·t.:,~ : 
fRINCIPALLY TO .SQUEEZE LAST POSSIBLE DROP OF ·PROPAGANDA FROlf ·:.1 --:'·'.~if, 
THE CHENAULT. KIDNAPPING ALTHOUGH EMBASSY DOES NOT RPT NOT :· .:-.:\ :: ◄ i 
CF COURSE· DISCOUNT INHERENT. THREAT CONTAINED-THEREIN. • • ·i--~~;~1 
SIGNATURE OF MONCADAON tH.IS LETTER SIMILAR TO THAT OF. EARLIER • ~>tz 

rFALN DOCltlENTS· IN EMBASSY FILES. - • • ·• • : • ., 
t ' ' \_ \. • •,, • #:!,J I 

( •" • ,• I,; ' '~ 

i: . . \ '.,: ,',•, ·; ,, 
f. ·. ~- t • '•, '? 

tPAGE THREE RUESRS 403 LIMITED OFFICIAL USE IMMEDIATE • ·· .. ' .. .- ·j}~::· 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ·t-QAS RE•INSTITtrrED R'OVING POLICE PATROLS WHICH ))-j 
'.WILL KEEP H(IIJES OF AMERICAN PERSONNEL UNDER CONTINUING , , __• •.•. ,_ii.:~: 
SURVEILLANCE.· THESE PATROLS WERE SET UP LAST JUNE BUT WERE . • ••·.i~ 
_DISCONTINUEDS()JE'l'IME AGO. ALL U. s. PERSONNEL HAVE BEEN 1 ;', • i.,)l:j 
:C'AUTIONEOTO· STAY HOME AND NOT ROAM THE STREETS,PARTICULARLY. •• '·,·:~":Jj 
t1AFTER DARK'-•~. . ' . . • . •• ·~ '.. ~·,1;, •• ' 
• " I · •,- • '1-·- ·~.11 

~IN1 :PAM.PHLETSAPPEARING. ~N: CARACAS THIS! AFTERNOON.FA,t.d: • : • ,_:'}~ . ./ 
~ t • • _ . . .j WARNED-THAT~~d1. 
' ~AFTER M IDNISHT TONIGHT ANY PERSON SEEN ON THE STREETS WOULD 'BE· ·, ,y;tf} 

.SHOT• FALN STATED CARACAS VAS TO BE A ~DEAD CITY" FOR .THREE. • :" ::'>, r~, 
'DAYS, I.E. UNTIL AnER THE ELECTIONS. ; • • .. · •. · .. ,:,·:,· ,. ·>, 

,. . • \ • . ' ., \ 1 ... 

i IN' ANY EVENT• .M.ILITARY FORCES ARE EX·PECTED To· SART. tNTE~SIVE< 1\~,:: ·,.~~r
; PATROLLING OF CITY TONIGHT IN CONNECTION WITH THEIR 'LEGAL ·' • \:·,.-· "} 
i.RESPONSIBILITY TO MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER DURING THE -ELECT~ION·¥~·-.' :-:t- • 

1:~;I-~~!' THIS .HAS.. BEEN •• PLANNED FOR ~OME:_T.Ifll.~-~--- _._;,,_STE~~Rl,1~•~!':~~~;, •.1 

.";I 

•. . ... 
NOTE: ADVANCE COPY .TO S/S-0 11 /29/63 7: 10 P .M·. •• :· 
NOTE: PASSED TO WHITE HOUSE 11/29/63 7:20 P.M. • 
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SS At noon briefing November 29 State Department spokesman 
G 
SP Richard I. Phillips said Department had had several inquiries 
L 
H about announcement of Venezuelan Government concerning arms cache 
SAL 
ADPS and read following statement concerning it;2
CAP 
EUR • QUOTE Announcement by Government of Venezuela that weapons
FE 
MC contained in arms cache discovered on beach of Paraguana Peninsula 
p 

USIA on November 3 are of Cuban origin is further dramatic confirmation 
NSC 
INR that Castro regime is pursuing active policy of indirect aggression
CIA 
NSA in this hemisphereo It gives lie to Castro's repeated protesta .. 
OSJD 
ARMY tions that Cuba exports its Coununist revolution only by exampleo
NAVY 
AIR Evidence presented by Venezuelan Government demonstrates 

RMR that Castro regime is fomenting violencei ~P. other American 

Republics, not only with subversive propaganda~ funds and 

trained agents, but, also, with weapons and anmrunitiono 

Foreign Ministers of American Republics at their meeting 

in Punta del Este in .January-1962 issued a clear warning that 

Drafted by, l Telegraphlc tn,nsmlalon and 

ARA/P:LRGreenup 11 / 29A6i£.i11ca11on -roved by, ABA/P- Mr o King 

EST./V - Mro M~-tz CCA ... Mr,.. Crimmins 
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Page 2 of telegram to Amembass Y CARACAS 
·l 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Classification 

!continental unity, and democratic institutions of hemisphere were 7 
endangered by subversive offensive of international communism. 

, 
Discovery of Cuban arms cache in Venezuela while demonstrating 

• I 

growing capacity of Hemisphere to detect and frustrate Cuban 
l

subversive effor;s also sounds a new alert ca,ling ·for redoubling 

of vigilance by American Republi·cs·. . -
~-·. Foreign Ministers also·urged governments INNERQUOTEto take 

-~hose steps that they may consider appropriate for their individual 

and collective self-def~nse, and to cooperate to strengthen their. 

capacity to counteract continued intervention in this Hemisphere.of 

Sino-Soviet ppwers. END INNERQUOTE. 
' I 

United States continues to take measures of its own to keep watch 

over aggressive interttions and capabilities of Castro Regime, and 
..... 

continues to assist other American Government~ to strengthen their 

internal security.• 

With regard to Venezuelan intention to present matter to OAS, 

United States stands ready to work with other governments in this· 
•. 
'-

Hemisphere in cooperative.efforts to increase surveillance against, 

and to thwa~~-further attempts by Castro Regime to export arms and 

men for subversive purposes_ •. UNQUOTEo End of prepared statement. I 

I • 

I 
I 

L I _J 

! 
I 
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r- • In lengthy series questions newsmen sought have Department 
•• I 

spokesman enlarge upon o~ interpret various points in statement. 

Asked whether Rio Treaty woul~ be invoked,' Spokesman replied he 

did not know. Asked what Rio Tr~aty would require be done at this 

point, spokesman r.eplied: QUOTE I .am not going to speculate what the 

Venezuelans may request. UNQUOTE. 

Asked what meant by reference in statement to cooperative efforts 

to increase surveillance, spokesman said: QUOTE We have been giving 

assistance to other American Governments to strengthen their internal 
I • 

security. UNQUOTE. Asked if that meant joint patrols, spokesman 

replied QUOTE No, I am not aware of any joint patrols that are being 
.. 

carried·out. UNQUOTt. 

~ne newsman thought wording of statement suggests that United 

' 
States is standing by waiting for Venezuelans to ask OAS to take 

specific action, but Venezuelans haven't said specifically what is to 

be done. Spokesman replied: QUOTE that's my understanding. pNQUOTE. 

To suggestion that Venezuelans have requested Foreign Ministers 

Meeting, spokesman replied: QUOTE I don't believ~ they have yet 

formally requested of Secretariat or Council of OAS that OAS meeting 

be 

L 
called for this. I wouldntt•want to anticipate their official 

~ 

' t ii 
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'! 

lreqJ~s t to OAS. UNQUOTE. 7 
Asked if discovery arms cache indicated increase in Cuban efforts , 

and activities throughout Hemisphere, spokesman said discovery in 

itself is not repeat not indication of increased Cuban activities. 

Asked if statement of U.S. readiness would lay ground work 
• I 

for increased cooperation with Venezuela in helping them through~ 

election period this coming weekend, spokesman replied: QUOTE I am 

not aware that they have requested any assistance in connection with 

e le cc.on. UNQUOTE 
I. _, 

. . 'Asked whether discovery arms cache November 3 was result of 

increase in surveillance by U.S. and other American Republics, 

spokesman replied he thought that that conclusion could be drawn. 

Asked if arms were Cuban-manufactured, or were Soviet arms, 

spokesman repliedr QUOTE Modern ~aboratory techniques have been 

developed to a point where it is possible to raise serial numbers 

and shields (that is, stamp of country's shield on gun, or whatever 

it may be) even though efforts might have been made to erase them. 

Venezuelan Armed Forces have facilities for making these tests, and 

Venezuelan Government consulted u. S. arms technicians on their 

findings. Our technicians confirmed findings of Venezuelans. We 
_J 

UNCAASSIFIED 
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~ I 
' f 

(~r~' satisfied th:at evidence in hands of Venezuelan Governments 7' ,. 

establishes beyond doubt Cuban origin of arms cache. UNQUOTE 

Asked if newsmen could speculate that these laboratory 

investigations were reason why announcement was delayed for three 

weeks after discovery of cache, spokesman replied: QUOTE It could 

be. Yes, I think you could speculate along those lines, if you 

wish. UNQUOTE 

Asked to report status kidnaped Colo Chenault, spokesman said 

QUOTEEmbassy has reported no n~w significant developments in case. .. 

Venezuelans are continuing vigorous efforts to apprehend kidnapers. 

UNQUOTEAsked if U.S. regarded kidnaping of Colonel as Cuban­

inspired act, spokesman replied:. QUOTEWell, kidnapers have not 

identified themselves. But I would say that it is likely that this is 

another in series of Connnunist-led acts of terrorism that Venezuela 

has been experiencing. UNQUOTE ii 

Asked what U.S. is doing about Chenault kidnaping, spokesman 

replied: QUOTEWe are_doing everything we can ·to_ cooperate with. 

Venezuelan Government in its efforts. UNQUOTE.' 
·.1., 

Asked if U.S. is making no representations to Cuban regime re 
,, 

Chenault, spokesman replied QUOTENo. UNQUOTEo

L E~. ··_J 
RUSK 

UNCLASSIFIED ........ 
Cla,u.ifJ e_a t_ion 
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ss 
&,. ( \ lj_G • , rt,~ r I/"

SP In accordance instructionscN ~~N received this pomo 
, L 

H VENAmbassador is requesting Special Meeting COAS December 3 
ADPS 
CAP in order seek invocation Rio Treaty in connection Cubart arms 
IO 
p cache. 
USIA 
INR Following frequently used formula COAS will be requested: 

RMR 1. Formally to convoke Meeting of Foreign Ministers 

as Organ of Consultation (MFM/OC) under Article 6, date 

and place to be later determined. 

2. To decide to act itself meanwhile provisionally 

as OC. 

3. As such to appoint Investigating Committee to 

/ proceed VENexamine proofs and make report in due course~ 

According instructions, which Department has seen, 

Falcon a has in mind that meeting of MFM/OCto consider report 

and possible action would be fixed later and would immediately 

follow 

Telogr91>hlctran1111iuioaencl

ARArRPA:WPAllen:md ARA/RPA .. Mro Allen11/29/63 cloulf",calioll -OYH lly, 

CINranc.11 
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Page 2 of telegram to Amembasay CARACAS 
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follow proposed MFMon Representative Democracy and be held 

in the same place. As Embassy aware date and place of latter 

still undetermined and indefinite. 

End 

RUSK. 

\ 
' 
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Info ·TO-RUEHeR/SECSTATE WASHDC ;I 

SS INFO RUESRS/AMEMBASSY CARACAS : • 
G ST ATE GRNC . 

SP .:CoN ,-··1 BE-~l TI A J ACTION DEPT PRIORITYt°212\,INFO 
L • PRIORITY CARACAS 17 FROM PORTOFSPAIN NOVEMBER?s', 6 P.M. 
H 
CAP SUBJECT: HIJACKERS OF VENEZUELAN PLANE -' 
EUR · 
p FOLLOWING· TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH DEPT, I HAVE 
USIAEMPHASIZED TO SEALEY, PERMANENT SECRETARY MINISTRY EXTERNAL 

j:FFAIRS• USG VIEW HIJACKERS SHOULD BE RETURNED VENEZUELA • 
--NSC AND. ARGI..MENT~ F-OR SUCH ACTION. I ALSO STRESSED IMMINENCE . 

INR VENEZUELAN ELECTIONS, USG CONCERN, SHARED BY GOTT, FOR PRESERVATION -· 
CIA ANDEXTENSION DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES IN LATIN AMERICA AND NECESSITY 
NSA ALL DEMOCRATIC FORCES __AND GOVTS COOPERATE AGAIN'ST EXTREMISTS 
OSD CFN 212 17 28 6 

-~'."'I ARMY 
v NAVY 

' AIR P~GE TWO RULGTC 005"0 2 0 •~ f I D E N I I A J.. 
RMR AND TERRORISTS LIKE FALN. 

-
SEALEY SAID GOTT HAD NOT YET TAKEN DEFINITIVE DECISION -SINCE 
KEY CABINET MINISTERS HAD BEEN TIED UP IN MEETlNGS OF HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES. HE FELT CONFIDENT PLANE AND LEGITIMATE 
PASSENGF.RS AND CREW WOULD BE RETURNED TO VENEZUELA, PROBABLY 
TOMORROWMORNING AND HE HAD RECOMMENDEDHIJACKERS BE • 

·R£TURNED SEPARATELY. GOV, HE BELIEVED, WOULD BE WILLING , . 
SEND PLANE FOR THEM. AS FAR AS SEALEY AWARE HIJACKERS HAD N"OT 
FORMALLY REQUESTED ASYLUM AND HE HOPED THEY WOULD NOT AS SUCH 
REQUEST MIGHT CQ\JPLICATE GOTT DECISION. ANY ·CASE GOTT BASIC 
POSITION, WHICH HE BELIEVED AND HOPED WOULD BE OPERATIVE, WAS 
THAT TRINIDAD, SHOULD NOT BE USED AS BASE. OR SPRINGBOARD FOR 

• THOSE ATTEMPTING OVERTHROWLEGITIMATE GOVT$ .IN AREA.· 

SEALEY AGREED PASS USG VIEWS TO WILLIAMS:AND TO. INFORM us 
ASAP OF GOTT DEC I SI ON. • IFIED ,! •• · • 

DECLASS 
. E.O. 1~292, sec.3.4GP7.3. MINER ·• 

BT &/~, NARA,_Date~~t-qt. --·---
CFN GP-3" - - : -- - - ' 
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scs'·... 1:i: RULGTC 003 28/1440Z. • •• ·:/;_,_..,··:_,.':':-'~:·_<·'..·:·:·•:'.~~RP-'ES~Al, : 
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Info O P 281437Z ~ •• • .:. ti• . ! ., •. ---~.• • • • ·r • JlLDUif . 
F~·1 AMEMBASSYU,j~RI.OFSPAIN,J • : ~ ·o·5· f\\ 13'', . ..,:.·.,·., _.1tLEl~~ •·o··_\,· ... · • 

SS TO RUESRS/AMEMBASSY CARACAS : ·~. (l). • •• 1. 1 • • ,,. i. •• _1{0M~R 
~ . ~~~lg~~g,-sEcsrATE. wAsHoc i_1ssJ_1;0v12?\Ar,~~~ o_~· ~ , 

" H • ~1cL.AS ACTl:ON'1:MME_DIATE CARACAS 15 I~FrPRIORirY. ~El'~· \'/llL,"·. •• 
AR..~ FROM PORTOFSPAIN TWENTY-EIGHTH , • '. . _,_, · • ~ J.,:1

CAP • : : -i v'".,v\o,(.. ~ ~ -
EUR .AVENSA FLIGHT° NO. 504 FROM. CIUDAD BOLiVER. TO .M:AIQUETIA WAS-, _.-.: 
p HIJACKED SHORTLY AFTER TAKE OFF FROM CIUDAD BOLIVER THIS A.M.. . ' 
US!A· BY FIVE Y.OUNG MEN AND ONE GIRL WHO PRODUCED WEAPONS; . , 
INR HIJACKERS TOOK OFF EMERGENCY DOOR AND FORCED PLAN£ FLY LOW - : • •• 1 
CIA OVER CIUDAD BOLIVER. WH~RE FAL~ ANTI-ELECTION PROPAGANDA . • .•· : 
NSA .LEAFLETS DROPPED, ACCORDING AMi.RICAN PASSENGER.__?LANE THEN.·_,.··-:f 

BROUGHT TO PI ARCO WHERE HIJACKERS REQUESTING ASYLUM.· • ·..• ,·, :i
OSD 1·• •• , . ., 
A.~MY : ALL PASSENGERS SAFE AND. ?LANE WILL BE RETURNED WHEN POSSIBLE·. • , 
NAVY· - CF'N :15 210· AVENSA 504 FALN ··-.·· • ... _ ',. •; •• !1 

i.. '· AIR 
NJ.C 

',j 
•. 'J

PAGE TWO RULGTC 003 U N C L A S -
' ( 

ONE AMtRICAN ABOARD WAS EDWARD· RICHARDS, KQP?ERS COMPANY· OF • : 
. I • 

i.PITTSBURG. . RI CHARDS WAS EN ROUTE TO.MAI QUET IA TO MEET WIF'.E . • ' :1 
· WHO DUE ARRIVE GUEST AIRLINES FLIGHT 421 FROM MEXICO AT 

i15: 05 TODAY. . . 
RICHARDS REQUESTS THAT MRS. RICHARDS BE ASSURED THAT HE I~ 
ALRIGHT, AND THAT SHE WOULD STAY AT MACUTO SHERATON IF HE IS 
UNABLE TO REACH MAHlUETIA _:z:N TIME TO MEET HER. ALSO .REQUESTS 

. THAT ROBERT . EAKINS, KOPPERS OF ·VENEZUELA,·. CARACAS BE IN-FORMED. • 
: . '. •• ' , . ,·' ' ·,' . • •·' . 

• ,J ••NAMES-HIJACKERS LATER. • MINER 
BT 
CF'N 421 15:05 •• , : -_,',·_•· • . ; ,. 

- -.:-.- •• _..:. ···-- -- -r---·· - . - . 

' :•. I ., 
I •.. 
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Action 
ARA ~F!i~]~~}~;~~~~c • •• } C ::·:· ~ )/ > : • ~c w-:__ 
Info ·.RUEC1'1..DEPTOF NAVY ••. • ··\ ••1 • ,. • • :. -:t4 m .\ o-·5 e5· 

·RIJEAHQ/DEPT OF .AIR. • :·: :\~J;f\~()'{28)tA 9 .. ~. _'fb· ~- . ~- •. SS 
• RIJL?CR/POLAD USCINCSO •·• ' • , ' "'1' ~~, ·. · · G RUCKHC/POLAD tJSCINCLANT ·: • :·; 1· • • ...- • •SP. 

5rATE GRNC--- • • i 
L - . . Br. - , • • . l --·-------.........c.......,..._ • ·--- - ----· • ·- • • ..,..;.;.. 
H . • 'C ·oN .F I O E N T I .A L · • - . ,; ' -· ·fr~.• 1 • -:,~:
CAP 
EUR. . ~TION DEPT IM~~D-~ATE (§ii)INFO A~MY NAVY. A IR POLAD USPINCSO 
p FOLAO USCINCLANT UN_N FROM CARACAS NOVEM,BERr.28. - 9PM. 

·' - • t .. ~ :, : .~;': .USIA .. 1 . 1 • , . . 

a5 OF 8:20 R'1 SEVERAL RlJtlO'RS, TIPS. ANNONYMOUS'CALLS·, BUT NO·NSC 
TANGI9LE DEVE_L_OPMENTS . .. ,,. •RE· CJ.fENAULT KIDNAP~ING. • ,.' ,' lNR . . . . .··;..• ·' .

CIA 5"13ASSY RECEIVED F'OLLOWING - t~NONYMO·usTELEPHONE MESSAGE AT .......
NSA S:20FM • TODAY QUOTE PLEASE TELL THE AMBASSADOR THAT WE HAVE • ·-: .~. 
SY RELEASED iYOUR MAN AND HE IS. NOW IN EL PARA ISO' UNQUOTE. <IN • 
SCA ABSENCE OF CORROBORATING DEVELOPMENTS IN SUBSEQUENT THREE· •. 

HOURSEMB'ASSY CONCLUDES: REPO~T FALSE ·P.OSSIBLY WORK OF PRANKSTER. 
:)= C,-N.627 28 9FM 8:20R'1 5:20 PM • ~- • ,. ·., . 

• I 

' 

• ~GE TWO RUESRS 37~ GONFieENTIAL . 
ONE OTHER REPOqT ABOUT 6PM THAT NEWS OF CHENAULtS RELEASt° WAS 
BEING ·BROADCAST ON·J..OCAL RADIO STATION NOT-YET VERIFIED • 

. , 
" 

MEDINA, EDITOR OF- UNIVERSAL RECEIVED PHONE CALL ABOUT 8PM 
.ALLEGEDLY FROt-1· FALN TO EFFECT THAT COL. CliENAt.Jl.T HAD SPENT, 
THE AFTERNOON',WITH MAX IMO CAt>JALES AND Tl-fAT HE WAS FINE AND i"ltl¼i • 
:rHERE:, WOULD BE· ANOTHER ANNOIJNCEMENT • LATER ON. MEDINA. ALSO 
, CALLED 3Y PTJ SAYING THE LATTER TliINK THEY KNOW CHENNAULT•s• 
Wl-iEREABOUTSAND THAT THERE WOULD BE AN ANNOUNCEMENTLATER. 

!ATER EMBASSY RECEIVED ANOTHER CALL. ALLEGEDLY FR<lt1 FALN 
STATING TH.~T·· CHENNAULT WILL NOT BE RELE-ASED UNTIL DECEMBER TWO 
BUT WILL BE WELL TAK;N_ c~~E OF IN MEANTIME. ~T"E!Wllll.:r. • • 

• •f••;· , ... ' 

.. :ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-0 11/28/63, _9':38 ~ ' • 

:.PASS.ED TO WHITE HOUS_E11/28/63, ·9 :45 PM ,- • 
- - . - -- -· ·-

' •.. 
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JOINT E~BA.SSY-US_IS . l 
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, '! . 
l 

' 

FOREIGN MlNIS'fER FALCON THIS MJRNIN3 ALL.LATIN-SU~'.iMON£0 AMERICAN 
AMSASSADORSAND A~BAS~ADORS iRJ~ COUNTRI£S WITH CARIBBEAN • 
'IN'fER::STS (US, TRIN I DAD, FRAi'.JCi, UK AND NETHERLANDS> TO • . ~ 
CONrER~NCE AT F'ONOFF. HE -OPE~i:D }lii:ET ING BY. SAYING'.HE WAS.• • 
FRESE NT ING A CASE OF "EXTREMi:': ME.:NTGR I\V I ry•·, 10 NI NG THAT • 
AL~OSTTWOYEARS BEFOREcNdViMB~R 1951) GOV HAD BROKEN 
DIPLOMATIC.RELATIONS CUBANSUBERSIVEWil"H CUBA ~iCAUSi OF 

. CFN 626 19Sl , , 

?AGE TWO RUE:SRS 3 72 UNCl,.ASSIF'lC:D 
ACTION IN VENEZUELA.NOW·vENiZUELAHADDEFINITE PROOF THAT THE 
AR::S CACHE .DISCOVERED ON THE PARAGUANA rwo?l:i:NINSULA ON NOVEMBER ' 
HAD :o~E FR~M_:uEA.~INISIER·Jf DEFiN&E BR1C£NO LINARES WHO 
ALSO PRZ3i~I SAID ARiY1i;DFURCESLABORATORIES.THAT VZNEZUli:LAN · 
FRJVED TKAT TrlESE 'ARMS HAD CJME iRUM CUBA BUT THAT NEVERTHEl..~ss· 
GJV HAD ASvEti~FRIEND~Y COUNTRIESTO CCNFIR~THESE FINDINGS~ 
·wHr:::HHAD·BZiNooN.::.. • • , • 

. • t • 

FALCON ASKEDTHE AM~AS$ADORS, DJE TO Tki 'IMPORTANCE OF THE CASE,
• TO TR AN.3:UT FULL INrORMAT ION TJ I HEIR RESPiCI IVE GOVT S. HE: • 

~SSED QUT FOLOERS.CONTAININ3 A CO~MU~lQUi IN THIS:REGARD AND 'j
:PHOT..iJR_A?HSOF THE _AR.~S IN QUZ~TiuN. , • 

!-f£ SAID THAT. THESHI~LD OF C:JtfA;~ ARi•jY rlAD Bi£N RAIS~D ON '·· 
~BELGIANUZI SUBMACHINE FOUND IN GUNS ~HCIH ~AD BiiN THE CACHE. 
)~ A)DITION GOV HAO DEFINITE PRJOF IhAI TH£ BELGIAN FN CFAl,.l 

• • FROMREPRODUCTION THIS COPY IS 
___ UN_C_LA_s_s ___ UNLESS"UNCLASSlflED"I_F_I_E_D PROHIBITED 

l 



_UNCLASSIFIED 

-2- 626, November 28, Fr·om Caracas 

7. 62 r-rn~ATO RIFLts WERi:OF. CUE.ANORIGIN.rHE SAID THAT TH£ . ·1 
oZLGIAN~ANUFA.:tURER WAS,PRE?AREDTO SUP?iLY A LETTER·FOR·us£ IN, : 
Iyff ERNATlO~AL ORGANS TO TH£ EFF.::cr THAT T;HOSE RIFLES CONFORMED 
Tu .S?ECIFICAT IONS BELONGING 10 A SHI?i1C:Nt; OF· THESE RIFLES SENT;. 
JNLY TO CUSA. SiiILAR TYPE RIFL£5 HAD BiEN suPPLiiD TO. BRAZIL, 
PER'J ARGENTINA VE:NEZµELAANDE:CU.~OORBUT FOR TECHNICAL- REASONS.. ·• 
~rrCOULD BE PR.;>VEDTHAT THE .RifL£~ IN ... QUE:·STIONWEREONLYSUPP.LlED • 
TJ euM• C !N A LATER STATEMENTG,'i:N. BRICENO .SAID ·"WE ARE IN. A ' 

1~s IT ION TO SAY'.DEFINITELY.THAT TH.E:~C: AR~S CAMJ:: FROM THE 
REP:J3LICOF CUB.!\"). • ! · • • \ 
CF"N ?N (FAL) 7. 62 }1M . ! 

PAGE THREE R1JESRS 372·· UNCl.ASSIFiiO 
~Iii OF ARMY SHOWED EXAMPLESOF THE ORDANCE TO THE AMBASSADORS 
W2A?ONSIN QUESTION. 

I 
, I • . . . • 

THE FREN:H A~BASSADOR ASKiD ~HEiriER GJV VOULD PRESENT THE CASE 
TJ THE UN~ FALCON REPLIEDTHAT IT MJ~T Bi PRESENTEDTO THE 
~ZGIJNALBJDY, FIRST BUT THAT Or CJUR$E TH·E SECURITY C6UNCIL AS 

•A MA£T£R OF RJUTINE WOULD BE I~rJR~ED AT THE TIME OF OAS 
CONS.IDERATION. • • 

THE M~XICAN AMBASSADJRASKED THAT IN VIEW OF SUCH "AUTHENTIC" 
ZVIDENCE WHAT GOV PLANNED TO tiO IN OAS CIRCLES. FALCON REPLIED 
THAT GOV PLANNED TO BRING UP THi CASi DU~ING THE SPECIAL MFM .• 
TENTATIVELYSCHEDULEDTO BE H£LD IN DECE~BERWITH THE REQUEST 
THAT THE MFM CONVJKE fHE COAS AS AN ORGAN UNDER,OF CONSULATATION 
THE. RIO TREATY. •• 

FALC.:N,?OL~TED our THAT THERE t\1ZRE two BASES... ON WHICH GOV 
WOULDGO TO THE OAS, I.E. THE SiNOING JF ARMS BY CUBA WAS~~ 
ACT OF INTERVENTIONIN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF VENEZUELA AND 
1,Jf\S AN A8T Or A_GGRESSION. • 

F'ALC-:;N INVITED THE AMBASSADOR~ AND/OR· THEIR MILITARY ATTACHES • 
Tu VISIT Trti MINISTRY OF DEF~NS£ THIS AFTERNOON TO INSPECL..A 
G~EA!2~ ASS~~~MEN!o·.~ r'HE:SEWEA?JN~. AND'r.r·,, MAKE A MOR~ • • 
T~CH~I~AL A~~~SSM~NT. ' '· . . . 

' ' ' 
I 

PAGE FOUR ?(!!iSRS 37.2 UNCLAS.SIFili:D 
THE ~O~~J~lQUE RiLEAS$D. TO ;HE~AMBAS~ADORS AS FOLLOWS: STATED 

' :.-1:. :JJ;;JRY iiAS BEEN~·INFJRMiD OF !Hi' WAR.,MATERlEL DISCOVERii:D.·. . . . .. '. ..', -

. . 
. UNCLASSIFIED 
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-3- 626, November 28, From Caracas 

e.Y°NATION&\L 3UARDSMEN AT A' ·?O·IlH ON TH£ COASt. Or THE PARAGUANA • -~ 
?c:NINSULA, F'ALCJNSTAT£. • . 
" tHZ MI~l.STRY OF 0£F~NSE, IN-~ CO~i,'iUNIQ1JE .ON NOV5. AWNOUNCED •. 
THAf THE: REFERRED TO MATERIAL WA.j Oi FORi!IGN·soURCE AND. THAT TH£ • 
OFFICIAL LABJRATJRIES•AND T~CH~ICALJiFICES WERE MAKINGTHE 
NEC£SSARY INVESTIGATIONS TO DET2:R:UN:": THE ORIGIN OF THE · 
DISCJVC:R£D WAR ·:1AT£RIEL. IT· ls· ~UBL.IC KNuWLEDGE·THAT THE 
REFiRRED TO. M.ATER IEL WAS Cvr-i?05iD iJi SUBMACHINE GUNS, MORTARS, 
R2C(J ILLE~ .RIFLES, ROCKET LAU~Crli:RJ, LIGHT AUTOMATIC RIFLES, •• 
ANMU:HTION FOR TH£S£ WEAPONSAND EXPLJSIViS FOR DEMOLITION. 
"TH2 STUDIES OF THE TECHNICAL·JFFICiS HAVINGB££N.COMPLkrzo,· 
TH£ 30VT I NF~RMS ·tHE: CIT IZE:NS THAT IT HA.3 BEEN PRJVED THAT . 
THES~ AR~5CAME FRO~ ~UEA. 
'"FACED WITH THE: .GRAVITY OF THC: SITUAIION THE GOVTHAS 
INTSNSIFIED AIR.NAVALVIGILANCiJi I~E CJASIS, AND WILL INifI~TE: 

• NECESSARY ACT IO.N BE FOR;:: I'NTli;R NAT ION AL ORGANIZATIONS, IN . • • : 
AC~JRDANCE WITHTHE ~ULTILATERAL TRiATIES JF WHICH VENZZUELA • 
IS A PART,·ro SAFi3UARDITS TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY,ITS 
SOV£RE.IGNTY AND TH£ EXISTENCE Oi THE NATIONAL INST.ITUTIONS." · ,• t . • • 

FOLL:lWIN3 F'ALCON•s· ME;EJ'.ING W!Tt{ THE AMBASSADORS, 
GENJRICENO MET WITH ABOUT FIFTY LOCAL AND FOREIGN NEWSMEN. 
SIE\ll~Rl .. iI • 

3T i .. ' 
• l • : • ... 

CF,·\ : : 6 

Note: Advance Copy To S/S-0 ll./28/63 7: 10-,~.M~ • -· • .•• 
'\ Note: • Passed To White House 11/28/63 7:19 P.M • 

.r1. 
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. _.BUNDY-SMITH _Action 
_ALEXANDER :. --•-~ o·::_,:85~t-~-

ARA • __ BELK · •. 
·~---:-BR'UBECK 

Info 00 • CHASERUEHCR · 
Ss DE RUESRS 367 28/ 1 s·osz _.:._DING~_~AN

lHJNC-4iiN •G,. 0 23t500Z ZEA~ . - .. ,
SP FM ~MEMBASSY~ •___ECKEL 

L TO RJJEHCR/SECSTATEWASHIJcrg:~~~~A~ 
I . ,. INFO RUEPCR/DEPT OF.ARMr_=:KILDUFF ·_, • 

H ,, RUECW/DEPT OF NAVY . __KLEIN I 
I 

CAP RUEAHQ/DEPT OF AIR • , KOMER 
P RUL?CR/POLAD USCINCSO --SAUNDERS 
USIA RUCKHC/POLADUSCI_NCLANT::seHI:E§UiPER l . 
NSC :ATE GRNC • • • . -.-S~ITH, WM. Y. l .. 
I~ -· 
CIA L I M I T E D ' 0 F F I C I A L U S E 

NSA tl:TION D~PT IMMEDIATE~24'._INFO ARMY NAVY AIR POLAD CINCSO POLAD 
OSD CINCLANT UNN FROM CARACA~ NOVEM '9E'R 28 - 11 AM 
SCA . ' . 
RMR RAMON MEDINA,· AN EDITOR OF DAILY EL UNIVERSAL CALLED EMBASSY TO 

SAY THAT AT ABOUT lOOO·RECEIVEDA TELEPHONE CALL·FROMUNIDENTIFIED, 
\I.OMANASKED HIM TO PLEASE INFORM EM3ASSY THAT COLONEL CHENAULT. 
IS SAFE AND HAD "ENJOYED. HIMSELF" LAST NIGHT,. AS HE .WOULD 
TONIGHT AND TOMORROWNIGHT• • ' ·1 • 
Sl'EWART . t 
Br I. 

CF'N 624 28 11AM 1000 {" , . 
. I , 

•fg◊f~c~ copy To S1s-o~T l0:43 AM; ~l/ls/63~ ' . 
. PASSED WHITE HOUSE._.AT10:45_.AM, 11/28/63. ·,:·. 
. . . . . ' . . . . j '. 

. . ' - • • . ), . l •• ~ ·;· 
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BO~M-SMI'i'H • 

UN~P~ 
... - :BELK 

Action 01 ~UEHC. , . :~ ... --- ·~---........:._BRUBECK ..DE RUESRS 364 28/1440Z ~CHASE -
ARA ZNR • . ~-_DINGEM.AN ·o ·, s· 5 !\/4··• :_ 

3?• ' - • • • • r. . 

Info 0 2814382 c-· ·-·~ Dif!:iliillWAN ,%3 i.C:! 28 .~ J~-1\0
FM AMEMBASSY,CARA..C_~j ~-_ECKEL , 
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WAS~DC • _FORRESTALss 
INFO RUEPC/DEPT OF ARMY • __JOHN3bNG . 
RUECliJ/DEPT • OF NAVY KILDUFF 

SP RUE A HQ/DEPT. OF A IR =~KLEIN 
l, RTJL?C/POLAD USCINCSO 'KOMER 
H RlJCKHC/POL.AD USCINCLANT =~-SAUNDERS 
CAP Sf ATE GRNC • , ....sOlH FSJNGER 
p Br . • JMirt.1:l, WM. X. 

AIR POLAD CINCSOu,JCLAS · ACTION DE?T IMMEDIATE (.._6~ INFO ARMY N'AVY USIA 
FOLAD CINCLANT UNN FR OM CARACAS T\\!ENTYE IGHTH NSC . .INR. CHENAULT KIDNAPPING

CIA 
NSA SfATUS REPORT 1000 NOVEM3ER 28 
OSD 

00 NEW DEVELOPMENTS DURING NIGl-IT. ~O~NING· PRESS HIGHLIGHTS 3CA 
• STORY AS ALREADY REPORTED. SEVERAL CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS . RMR 

"DEPLORE AND REPUD !ATE"' INCIDENT AS VIOLATION NATIONAL 
D!RNITY AND DEMAND IMM ED !ATE RELEASE .CHENAULT. 
SfEWARTBf . , . . ..........,___. --·· I 

0--N 62l~ 1000 28. 
Note.: Pas~ed White House 10: 50 a .m. 11/28/63 • 

• Note: . Advance copy delivered to SS0 10 :47 a .m. •11/28/63 • 

_.., -· --· ·----- -
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMYMESSAGE STAFF COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE 

STATE LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
IMMEDIATE Unclassified message referring
UNCLASSIFIED to this message by cite number 

wil I be designated EFTO 

FROM: US AMBASSADOR CARACAS 

TO SEC STATE WASH DC 

DTG 27/8 AM 2712452 NOV 63 

ACTION DEPT IMMEDIATE 610,ARMY,NAVY~AIR,POLADCINCLANT, 
POLAD CINCSO. FRCM CARACAS. SGD STEWART 

Commander US Military Group Venezuela advises that at 
0700 today four unidentified men apparently kidnapped Colonel 
James Chenault, Deputy Chief US Army Mission. He was in 
official car on way to his office in Venezuelan Army Headquar­
ters when incident occurred. No further details. 

NOTE: Adv cy sent to OCS and ACSI at 2713272 Nov 

ACTION: ACSI 

DISTR OCS, DCSOP, ACSFOR, JCS, CMC, OSA,. OCSPER OSD1 

DA IN 154544 

STATE LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

:oFORM REPLACES OCS FORM 
375. l AUG 51, WHICH JUN 56 MAY BE USED. 
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·• Action KNNNESA162 . 
. ARA .• E';SAA072 

Info 

. ... 
' ,· .. 

REFEMBTELS 610,9611,'515 
' 

·CHENAULT KIDNAPPING •. STATUS 'REPORT 5:00 ~.M. 

\ . EL UNIVERSAL. Nt\vS?APER lilAS ?HONED AT iUOO R'1 THIS AFTERNOON AND 
..... _TOLD THAT CHENAULT WOULD BE ·RELEASED S~TURDAY AFTERNOON.: : • • 

.f• . •• , 

.... 
.. NO FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. STEWART . ... -.. 

. .BI' • ... .. 
. :.:: ......: .:. , .•• ·.':"".,~-_ _;,._·___.;_____

CFN 617 27 5FM 610 611- 615 5:00 PM 4:00 _PM......, . : . . .. ·- ·····•--·: ... - -- --•.• •.. 

-Note: Advance copy·to S/S-0 at 5:20 pm 11/27/63 
Pa_ssed WhiteHouse _at. 5:30 pm 11/27 /63 

....... 
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33 LIMITED OFFIC;jb;JW_sMITH 
____ 7ALE:£ArKiioERlSOOAction. 

. __BEL~ec'd: November 27, 1963 
"'-. ___BRUBECK 1•02 pmARA ""-,CHASE • • •FROM: caracas

Info __DINGEMAN 
___b C N8!ltN 

ss TO: Secretary of State ___ECK~ 
__FORREST AL G NO: 612• Novetnber 27• Noon __ JOHNSON 

SP ___KILDUFF 
L __KLEIN 
H ACTION DEPARTMENT ARMY, NAVY}::iW~RgAD CINCSO, POLAD 612,
SAL CINCLANTUNNUMBERED ___SCHLESINGERCAP 

___SMITH, WM. Y. ~ 
EUR Afternoon of November 26 five armed terrorists held up ~~plpyees
UIB Firest.one Warehouse in Barquisimeto, Lara State. Took $2,500
AID from safe• set fire to stock. No injuries. Damage estimated 
p $_sp,ooo.
USIA 

-, NSC Also November 26 seven terrorists captured in attempt to blow 
INR u,p tel,evision station in Valencia• Ca-r-abobo State. Offices 

I CIA of Electoral Board irt Villa de Cura, Aragua State• held up
NSA by six armed terrori*ts; records set on fire .. 

1l1SCA 
COM Fire caused by sabotage of oil and gas lines near Naricual. 
RMR (EMBTEL602) Anzoategui,S~tte• extinguishii fire November 26, 

and five of eight lines now 'back in service. Damages not yet 
estimated. 

STEWART 

JNA 

•, ., 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE REPRODUCTION 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

FROM:Caracas 

TO: Secretary of State 

NO: 611, November 271 

IMMEDIATE 

Control: 
Rec'd: 

10 a.m. 

. ;!9 

Passed White House 11/27/63 at 9:53 a.m. 
Note: Passed. to- OSD, "CIA 9 :53 a .mo 

LIMITED OFFICIAL U•SE 
_____ ._·______ 

17800 
November 27• 1,63 
9:35 a.m. 

_BUNDY-SMITH 
-ALEXANDER 

E 
~-B BECK 

HASE 
_DINGEMAN 
-LlWtOikH "" 
~BOH:Bh • 
_'.FORJ!ESTAL 
_JOHNSON 

ACT10lt lEPARTMENT IMMEDIATE 611, INFORMATION, ARMY, NAVX,xn.DUFF 
AIR POI.AD, USCINCSO POI.AD~ USCINCLANT UNNUMBERED _JCLELli 

_J[O.llD 
-SA.UJmilll>JitRSRe: EMBTEL610 
~ 

, S)lll'lll9f,,WllL. Y~ 
At approximately 0900 Embassy telephone operator received 
anonymous call (cultured male voice) to effect "don't worry 
about Colonel Chenault. We have him only for propaganda 
purposes". 

Further details& Ch~nault was kidnapped at gunp9int in front 
of his home in Colinas De Bello Monte suburb as he was getting 
into chauffer driven official Venezuelan Army car. Kijnappers 
disabled Chenault's c&ir, put him in another andtf1'6ve off. 
Police have already r~cavered kidnap car which had been aban­
doned. 

President Betancourt has ass1.D11edpersonal charge operation 
and has mobilized all law and order forces. 

STEWART 

SYT 

Advance copy to s/s-o 11/27/63 at 9:47 a.m • 
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,.: .. l ~ 

REPRODUCTION THIS COPY IS 'FROM 
PROHIBITED "UNCLASSIFIED" iiUNLESS 

'I 
I 
I 
J 



INCOMING Department of StateTELEGRAM 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 37 
Action. 

ARA 
Info 

ss 
G 
SP 
L 
H 
CAP 
p 

USIA 
N::;C 
INR 
CIA 

' 
NSA 

' I. 
f 

SCA 
RMR 

Control: 17685 
Rec'd: November .7.7,: 1963 

8:14 a.m. 
FROM:Caracas 

TO: Secretary of State 

NO: , 610, November 27, 8 a.m. 

IMMEDIATE 

ACTION·TMMEDIATE 610, POLADCINCLANT,DEPARTMENT ARMY, NAVY, AIR, 
POLAD CINCSO UNNUMBERED. 

Commander US military group Venezuela advises that- at 0700 today 
four unidentified men apparently kidnapped Colonel James Chenault, 

~ 

Deputy Chief US Army Mission. He was in official car on way to • 
his office in Venezuelan Army Headquarters when incident occurred, 
No further details. 

STEWART 

JNA 

Note: Advance copy to S/S-0 11-27-63, 8:20 a.m. 

Note: Passed White House 11-27-63, 8:30 a.m. 
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GAS LINE 0 ANI) TWELVE AND SIXTEE~ INCH MOBILE· OIL LINES. . 
SHAPED CHARGES PRESl.t•f A3LY USED. DUE TO SIZE OF RESULT I~G ... 
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1. DURING MORNING FIVE DIFFERENT PIPE LINTHE EARLY OF·25 NOVEMBER 

WEREBLOWN.-~._'.,~y uN·'1DENTIF I ED SABOTEURSAT A· PO I NT NEAR. NARI CUAL.::j: 

Ol'l FROM.THESE LINES WAS BURNING F'IERCELY, >(
~ . . 

2. LATER MENl•GRANDE TANK IN '1N _THE MORNING. THE LARGEST STORAGE 

THE AREA _WAS··B~OWNUPCAUSING~VERY SER I OUS. FI RE. ALL TRAFFIC ON THE 
• I • • •-•-,o• 

HIGHWAY-BETWEENP0ERfO LA CRUZ AND 'EL TIGRE.HAS·BEtN CUT OFF AS A RESU 

OF THESE FIRES. 

3, ._l__ COMMENT: .. -THE PIPE LINES____,! WERE BLOWN IN A STRATEGIC AREA 

A LARGE GULLYWHEREOIL -FROM THE BROKEN PIPE ACCUMULATED IN LARGE. 

QUANTITIES, ALL PIPE LINES ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE HIGHWAY'WERE 'lN 
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L,epartment of Sta._.IMGOMiNGTELEGRAM 

36 CQNF I DENII Al 
.Action. Control: 3 781 

Rec'd: • NOVEMB::R6.,
CAP 

FROM: CARACAS f[J[~~@~W9: 3·~-AM -BUNDY~SM1'1Info -ALEXANDEl 
--BELK •ss TO: Secretary or State @) 
.AlRUBECK l

G ~HASE
SP 53¢, NOVEMBER ..:::Bf-N6Ef,f1tNNO: 5, 7 PM (SECTION ONE OF TWO) 
L • .:s::l)U!~61rt, • 
H -FORREST.AL 

_JOHNSON·'CAP REFERENCE: AIDTO 264 -KILDUFF'E 
-1{LEIN · IGA ALTHOUGHFULLY AWARE OF PRESSURES TO PHASE OUT AID TECHNJCAL-JCO.PR AID ASSISTANCEACTIVITIES AS WELL AS LOANS TO VEN~ZUELA IN 1966~ ✓-'-~--PC 

p I BELIEVE STRONGLY THAT ELIMINATING TECHNICALASSISTANCE ~~;;;~~ 
ACTIVJTIES JS UNWISEAND INCONSISTENT WITH CURRENT OVERALL-..S~H. WM.cu 
U.S. POLJCY PROGRAMS AS REPEATEDLY .i_IN VENEZUELA SET FORTH B~ · USIA •• 

NSC POLICY COMMITTEE AUTHORITY. 1--LATIN AMERICAN AND HI.GHER 
INR 
CIA 1. AS DEPT AWARE ASSISTANCETO VENEZUELA JN MAINTAINING ..' • 
NSA INTERNAL COMPONENT PROGRAMSECURITY IS A PRIMARY OF OUR OVERALL 

··-osn AND AID PLAYS AN IMPORTANT ROLE THROUGH AND INCREASING ITS~ 
ARMY PUBLIC SAFETY PROGRAM FISCAL YEAR WILL WHICH IN THE CURRENT 
NAVYABSORBOVER 2¢ PERCENTOF AID TECHNICAL ASSISTANCEFUNDS' 

. AIR AND ABOUT A TH I RD OF PERMANENTLY A ID PERSONNEL. .ASSIGNED NO ONE: 
TRSY SENSITIVE TO SITUATION HERE., TO STATE OF POLICE AND SECURITY 
RMR FORCES, AND TO COMMUNIST BELIEVE THAT WE COULD TACTICS COULD 

PRUDENTLY FROM IN TWO YEARS WITHDRAW POLICE PROGRAM 
IF SITUATIONWJTHIN VENEZUELA US TO CONTINUE. ALLOWS-
IF WE WERE TO DISMANTLE OUR ECONOMIC TECHNICAL 

_ASSISTANCE.,.BUTNOT PUBLIC SAFETY DIVlS~tON, EFFECT LOCALLY_ 
WOULDBE THAT AID1S SOLE CONTRIBUTION ALLfANCEUNDER FOR 
PROGRESSWOULDBE PROVISION OF COPS. MOREOVER, NO THOUGHT 
HAS BEEN GfVEN TO DISMANTLING U.S. MILITARYASSISTANCE 
PROGRAMWHICH RUNS TO ABOUT $3.2 MILLION ANNUALLY IN COST OF 
OUR MILITARY MISSIONS AND OTHER TRAINING COSTS AND $1¢ 
MILLION ANNUALLY MILITARY IFUNDER CREDIT SALES PROGRAM, 
LATTER NOT INCREASED AS DISCUSSED. THUS, EFFECT OF WITHDRAWING 
AID TECHNICAL ASSISTANCEWHICHWE PROJECT AT AROUND $2. 

·'.·.MILLIONANNUALLY BE TO PLACE VIRTUALLY WOULD OUR EN11RE 
REPRODUCTIONFROM THIS COPY IS 

c:::WNFI D[N I I AL UNLESSPROHIBITED "UNCLASSIFIED" 
DE~ 
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-2- 53¢, NOVEMBER CARACAS5, 7 PM. (SECT I ON ONE OF TWO), FROM 

DIRECT COLLABORATION WITH GOV UNDER ALLIANCEIN FIELD OF 
ASSISTING ITS SUPPRESSIVE FORCES. NOT LEAST.OF RISKS IN THIS ·.1 

jCOURSEWOULD AND PUBLC REACTION BE CONGRESSIONAL IN US 
iIF (AS IS ALWAYSPOSSIBILITY) A COUP SHOULD IN FUTURE YEARS IOCCURAS WE WERE PHASING AND SOCIAL ASSISTANCE OUT ECONOMIC 

AND STEPPING UP COUNTER-INSURGENCY TO VENEZUELAN ASSISTANCE 
MILJTARYAND POLICE FORCES. 

2. IT WOULD BUT ELSEWHERE BE DIFFICULT NOT ONLY IN VENEZUELA 
TO UNDERSTAND WHY, \-JHEN US CONGRESS AND PUBLIC I NS I STENT 
THAT LATIN AMERICA CARRYOUT REFORMS STIPULATEDAT PUNTA 
DEL ESTE, COUNTRY OF EFFORT TO DO SO SHOULD WHICH IN FOREFRONT 
BE F_lRST TO· BE PENALIZED. ALLIANCEWOULD,IN EFFECT, BE 
ABANDONINGJN MIDDLE OF DECADE ITS CLAIM TO HAVE CONTRIBUTED 
TO COUNTRY WHICHWILL POSSIBLY MAKE GREATESTPROGRESSUNDER 
IT. 

3. EVEN MORE IMPORTANTLY, TO AN IMPORTANT BEWE WOULD DEGREE 
ABANDONINGOUR ABILITY TO INFLUENCE VENEZUELA,IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH OBJECTIVES AND LINES OF ACTION SET FORTH IN OUR POLICY 
GU I DEL INES, OUTLINE INTERNAL DEFENSEPLANS AND OTHER POL I CY 
DOCUMENTS. SET OVERALL GOALSAND THEN TAKE , jWE CANNOT COUNTRY 
AWAYEVEN MODEST RESOURCESREQUIREDTO ACHIEVE THEM. EXAMINATION· 
OF DATA EMANATING FROMCOMPREHENSIVE PROGRAMMINGCOUNTRY SYSTEM 
(CCPS) WILL SHOW THAT CONTINUED ASSISTANCEAID TECHNICAL ~ 
ESSENTIALTO CARRYING OUT LINES OF ACTION LAPC HAS APPROVED-~~,:. 

, 1,.1l, • 

AS PART OF l NTtGRATED EFFORT TO ACH WE DES I RE HERE~·•· 1 EVE WHAT ·1,1•th:~~.;. 
---·~·1~,f;fj,~(./t·;.,..~-~i·• 

4. ARGUMENTTHAT VENEZUELAN GOVT COULD TECHNICIANSH;:":::~rPAY FOR OWN .. ..! 
• • ' ,1 I. ,\\ • f •,

HAS MAJOR FLAWS1 N IT FROMA US PO I NT OF V 1 EW. FIRST EXP ER 1. EN~~i:~~-t ••• ·: 
IN TH IS ENVIRONMENT TECHN HAS LITTLE OR .. _,~•=i~1:~c~:'SHOWS l CAL ASS I STANCE 
NON-EX1 STENT VALUE UNLESSBACKEDBY A ·V l GOROUS ····,&)~n~ • 

VICISSITUDE:p·.WITH ~~~~-~\~?'.".-DIPLOMACY.OUR CURRENT POLICE PROGRAM · ;·• 
1VJVIDLY SHOW THJS. SINCE TECHNIC:l'ANS' ALMOST:.rRECOMMENDATIONS ~ 

JNVARIABLY OF LEVELS THEYAFFECT VESTED INTERESTS WITH WHICH 

.,,-CONFIDENTIAL 
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WORK, EFFECTIVE ACTION FREQUENTLY DEPENDSON DIPLOMATIC SUPPORT 
AT HIGHER ECHELONS. IN PAST VENEZUELA HAS ALSO HIRED OWN 
TECHNICIANS,AND ITS ARCHIVES CONTAIN OF'LITERALLY HUNDREDS 
DISREGARDED VENEZUELA HIRE TECHNICIANS REPORTS. SECONDLY, WOULD 
OF THEIR CHOOSING FOR OBJECTIVES AND PROJECTS THEY WANT, 
NOT TECHNICIANS OF TYPE WE WANT WHOWOULDEXERT INFLUENCE 
TOWARDSOUR GOALS AND CONCEPTS. PAST EXPERIENCE"-WOULD 
INDICATETHAT THEY WOULD BE OF DIVERSE NATIONALITIES AND 
IDEOLOGIES, AFFECT(NG ADVE~SILYOVR AIMS OF INCREASING OUR 
TRADEAND INFLUENCE IN THIS COUNTRY. THEREFORE,QUITE APART 
FROMANY CONSIDERATION OF THE US TECHNICAL OF THE INTRINSIC VALUE 
ASSISTANCEPROGRAM IS ITS VALUE OF EXERTING PER SE, AS A MEANS 
INFLUENCE,AND IT IS CLEARLYAPPARENTTHAT THE INFLUENCING 
CAPABILITYOF THIS PROGRAM ALMOST SINCEHAS GROWN MIRACULOUSLY 
1961. BEFORE SIMPLY DID NOT TAKE THE THAT TIME, VENEZUELANS 
ADVICE OF FOREIGNERS, ESPECIALLYFROMUS GOVT EVEN WHEN SUCH ADVICE 
WAS ASKED FOR, AND WE NOW HAVE, AT A VERY SMALL COST, A CONTINUING 
CHANCETO INFLUENCE OF INVESTMENT ALLIANCEDIRECTION UNDER 
CONCEPTSOF HUNDREDS THIRDLY, TOTAL OF MILLIONS OF DOLLARS. 
US AID TO VENEZUELA SINCE 1942 IS SO INSIGNIFICANT WHENCOMPARED 
TO PAST AND PRESENT AID PROGRAMS IN OTHER COUNTRfES THAT PHASE 

' OUT AS AN ECONOMY MEASURESEEMS MEANINGLESS. IN FACT, OUR 
MODESTINCREASEIN TECHNICAL ASSISTANCEOVER THE PAST THREE 
YEARS HAVE PAID SUCH SIGNIFICANT DIVIDENDS THAT PHASE OUT 
WOULDAPPEAR DETRIMENTALTO BE SO HEAVILY TO OUR NATI_ONAL 
INTERESTAS TO COMPLETELY ANY BUDGETARY DWARF SAVING THUS 
REALIZED, NAMELY LESS THAN $1.5 MILLION EXCLUDING PUBLIC SAFETY 
PROGRAM,WHICH IS INDISPENSABLEBY ANY STANDARD OF ORDINARY 
PRUDENCE. 

STEWART 

SAP 

CONFIDENTIAL-



'J 

·, :i ""INCOMING Department of S,,~.te. ,· .
TELEGRAM 

:J 

.. ,, .,.. ·. I "' •- . ' ..,.... ,·, 



I -

CONFIJ>ENTIAL---. 

-2- 530 • N~R 5 • 7- PM• -(SECTION TWO OF TWO) FRCM CARACAS . 

'EETANCOURT.· Now MEASUREABLY v·rEws:,;·~ryrs. .. MORE-ORitNTED ·towARDs ·us 
·THAN ANY LIKELY SUCCESSOR, WE WOULD BE CONDEMNING OURSELVES : <' +J : i 

I 

' 

'J ;~g~~ 7~NT.ER.Esrs_.to ... A ~.ORE H~sttLE. ~N~ .. NAT I?NALisr.1c. ··:.··.\~:::.:L!i].1 r . •- . . . - , -· 
' 
I 

! 
_:>rj·~~·­I fP~GE THREE RUESRS 49 .CONFIDENTIAL • • •••• • .• · · . 

• . iC.IM ATE THAN THE. ONE IN \/HICH WE NOW OPERATE. MOREOVER, SHOULD ..-/'.;j .,' : ~AS NOW· APPEARS LIKELY) .WINNING CANDIDATE HAVE LESS THAN • • ·~;~l
.•. i49 PERCENT PLURALITY OF VOTES WHICH ELECTED BETANCOURT, • . :\:,:?,{~ 

I. 

.. 
~SIGNS OF FALTER ING US· SUPPORT WILL NOT BE LOST· ON - HIS ENEMIES '.'.:'.;i'.li. 
,INCLUDING THOSE WHO MIGHT BE TEMPrED PUT AN END TO THIS ··: ··:~::,.::•;•• / 
trouNTRY'S .EXPERIME~T IN REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY.·· . • . ., ..,.(:!:{ . 
fFOR. THESE REASONS AND ·WITH. UNANIMOUS CONCURRENCE ~F COUNTRY·.<(;~/:!:.; :. 
:TEAM, I STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT.THE LAPC·AND HIGHER A1JI'HORITY.".·/t 
;NJT CONCUR'IN PHASE OUT DATE OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, AND _ ·::.?~(,;~ • 
'RETAIN $2 MILLION TARGET FIGURE WHICH HAS BEEN. AUTHORIZED Iw:·•.: :·:-°'.';{ . 

. :OUR ·INTERNAL DEFENSE PLAN, WITH ADJUSTMENT.$TO·BE REVIEWED •. - :>::Ji. · 
'..ANNUALLYIN· LIGKI' OF APPROPRIATIONS. IT SHOULD BE EMPHASIZED •• :._1''.:-]- ... 
·THAT THIS PERTAINS TO ONLY SMALL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE,·WHICH. ·.::/;~ - . 

'' 

:, ·. ., .. SHOULD BE REASONABLE CONTRIBUTION TO ACHIEVEMENT OtJr ::: ·r:·-.:rj .... ' .. 
.OBJECTIVES,: AND NOT TO AID LOANS ON CONCESSIONAL TERMS AS •. : . ·.:·;;~! . 
. NEITHER· COUNTRY TEAM NOR GOV ·HAS REQUESTED ANY FOR. FtJrURE ·.: • ;·i;; '· . 

, \°fEARS~: WOULD ALSO URGE NO DECISION BE MADE ON ~HASE OUT PROPQ~~.'} . 
_EX.CE CONT~T AS WHO~E. _ ,: . • •• .. .': ..• : PT IN OF COUNTRY PROGRAM • . - :./\f_·:)iJ 
. • \ • . . •. . •. ·1;. . : ,,,,•, :l I 

0;RE FINAL PARA. OF AIDTO 264, • I HAVE· INSTRUCTED THE USA ID· ro·::k;f.":f,)/!,;: • •• 

SUBMIT ·THE ALREADY. PREPARED FY 65 CAP,· WHICH CONT.AI-NS . . • ·\t::··:>f,:,··:. 
·PROVISION FOR REV IS ION THROUGH IMPLEMENT AT ION. · • . :::,/\'.i_=rf, 
A 25 PERC~NT REDUCTI~~ WOULD PL_ACE THE T.C .!'ffOG~AM -AT. A LEVEL ·.";,:.j
.c;FN 49 $2 264 65 25 · • · . · ·-. ..: · · . - , • .· • :<>J 

. . --~-•. :.... - -- -:---- ---.. :- ·... -----.. ·'.;;,W~::Y:::~ •-~ . • 
:PAGE FOUR·. RUESRs··49..coNFIDENTIAJ . ,: . .. •. ·•.•••-_.;,:,'.)'J:"X~. 
CF sr. 5 MILL ION (FY· 63 OBL.IGAT IONS TOTALED $2. 0 M'ILLION AND ~~··-'.\I • . 
SfRATEGY ST.ATEMENT AND CCPS RECOMMEND $2. 0 MILLIONl.- ANY.. • t~-. ·;J - . • 
REDUCTION BELOW $1.5 MILLION· WOULD .REQUIRE.THE. RESTRUCTURE.··· :-:;J • ! .• 
·PND REPLANNING ·OF THE ·PROGRAM. SINCE ACROSS THE ·'BOARD· RED.UCTION: :;1 ::: : • 
• (F ALL PROJECTS, ESPECIALLY PUBLIC SAFETY t' NOT.-FEASIBLE·/·/;;.:'i:tf\:d :. :i ' • 

IOlNSIDER•ING. SECURITY: NEEDSi 'AND US ·.COMMITMENTS~_; .:_\l:-{~J/~~·(~:jt/·. ··:•:l;>.:.,:, • -·.<·-
, G? 11_ •. •. , •, 7., • i•.:, ':,. •,. •. ' •~ •1 ;1, !,~ • • , " ' •' ;,'• ,; , . , •~i ;; ._, .,/, \:~• .,', •, • • •-~:\""_.,:~1\~t ,..rf •,(; ,.~• i'r;;,•, •,:"',j , , ~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 8, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BUNDY 

SUBJECT: President's Speech at Venezuelan 
Pavilion 

1. Attached is Jim Frey's speech for the 
President. It is O. K. with Angie Duke. 

2. The bracketed portion on page 2 is 
optional. 

3, O,IC w:J:I~, a-o a--~ 

~C. 
Gordon Chase 



SUGGESTEDREMARKSBY 
THE PRESIDENT AT 

THE VENEZUELAN PAVILION,NEW YORK WORLD'S FAIR 
MAY 9, 1964 

I am very happy to be here at the official opening of the 

World's Fair pavilion of Venezuela. I want to pay special tribute 

today to the courage and steadfastness of the Venezuelan people 

and their government in their firm defense of democracy and 

independence and in their dedication to the Alliance for 

Progress. 

rl,_0. I J c/.,-f't f 
stgod finn in. devoti.oa 1;g freedom. Last December ,J!~: i.t~-

i-(_ ,._fjv..t;: ~ 
ie1.'\8Ei~'..attemptsB ~ extremists ..,._1!rai£Ze ■ 9 di.x:eetil&s ar.mea, and-

ii.nan ■ • ilna. Qw.a to prevent free elections, well over 90% 

of Venezuela's registered 
''\·~\..l...J 

voters deEied personal danger and went 

to the polls -- and they voted for democracy and for a peaceful 

transfer of governmental authority. This is a record -- and a 

demonstration of patriotism -- for any nation to ~.. I?rJ>ud, t•f, 

Recently, I had the pleasure of being visited by Venezuela's . 
valiant former President, Romulo Betancourt. We discussed our 

hopes for the Alliance for Progress, to which President Betancourt 
• ~y~ 

and his country have contributed so mucb._by their example. The 

economic and social progress of Venezuela in the past few years, 



-2-

<:~· ..(..u.J.-~ ~'-AJ.. 

e~~~re eating the inauguration of the Alliance, has been 

extraordinary. 

( Primary and secondary school enrollments have increased 70%. 
) 

Thousands of classrooms have been built. Illiteracy has been 

halved. Pure water has been brought to 65% more people. 150,000 

~ 
laBe workers have been provided with housing. 60,000 farm families 

have been settled in their own land. 

Government and private industry are working together to bring 

about a diversified and balanced expansion of industry and 

) agriculture. Total output is on the rise• irices are stable• 

~netary stability is being maintained. 

Venezuelans are proud of their political and economic progress. 

They have a right to be. Venezuelans are confident of the future. 

They have a right to be. 

~'the United States is proud to have Venezuela as a friend 

and as a partner in the Alliance for Progress. 

~Q. 

(>.., t.J....wv--{a 

~ ·~ &1. 
-.Jc,-cJ.l.., . .,, ........-....; 

',.; ., 

May 8, 1964 



Suggested Remarks by the President 
at the Venezuelan Pavilion, 

New York World's Fair • May 9, 1964 

I am happy to be here at the official opening of the World's Falr 

pavilion of Venezuela. I want to pay special tribute today to the courage 

and steadfastness o! the Venezuelan people and their government in their 

firm defense of democracy and independence and in their dedication to the 

Alliance for Progress. 

Last December, in defiance of the efforts of extremists to prevent 

free elections, well over 90% o! Venezuela's registered voters ignored 

personal danger and went to the polls -• and they v~ted for democracy and 

for a peaceful transfer of governmental authorlty. This is a record•- and_ 

a demonstration of patriotism •• for any nation to be proud of. 

Recently, I had the pleasure of being visited by Venezuela's valiant former 

President, Romulo Betancourt. We discussed our hopes for the Alliance for 

Progress, to which President Betancourt and his country have contributed 

areatly by their example. The economic and social progress of Venezuela 

in the past few years, going back even before the inauguration of thedAlliance. 

has been extraordinary. 

Primary and secondary school enrollments have increased 70%. Thousands 

of classrooms have been built. Illiteracy has been halved. Pure water has 

been brought to 65% more people. 150. 000 farm workers have been provided 

with housing. 60. 000 farm families have been settled in their own land. 



Government and private industry are working together to bring about 

a diversified and balanced _expansion of industry and agriculture. Total 

output is on the rise. Prices are stable. Monetary stability is being main• 

tained. 

Venezuelans are proud of their political and economic progress. They 

have a· right to be. Venezuelans are confident of the future. They have a 

right to be. 

And the United States is proud to have Venezuela aa a friend and as a 

partner in the Alliance for Progress. 



ADDRU8 Ol'l"ICIAL COMMUNICAT10N8 TO 

TH£ SECRETARY OF STATIE 
WASHINGTON U, 0. C. 'G-ONFIDi~f!l'Iill • l0 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

May 4, 

1MEMORA.NDUM BUNDYFOR MR. McGEORGE 
fHEWHITE HOUSE 

Subject: President's Attendance at Inauguration of 
Venezuelan Pavilion at World's Fair in 
New York 

The Venezuelan Ambassador has informed the Department that 
the Venezuelan Pavilion at the New York World's Fair is to be 
inaugurated May 9. Fair o.fficials have informed the Ambassador 
that President Johnson will visit the Fair on that date. 
Consequently, the Ambassador has asked the Department to invite 
President Johnson's presence at the inauguration. 

Under moderate, progressive leadership, Venezuela is moving 
vigorously, and with notable success, to improve the general 
welfare of its people and to stimulate its economy; and is in 
the vanguard in Latin America in the promotion of social reform 
and economic development within a democratic, constitutional 
framework. Venezuela's progress presents a feasible alternative 
to violent revolution and is a real challenge to the communist 
design for Latin America. 

The Department recommends that, if he is planning to visit 
the Fair on May 9, the President arrange to be present at the 
inauguration of the Venezuelan Pavilion. His attendance would 
be a significant demonstration of United States' support for the 
Leoni Government and its leadership in the Alliance for Progress. 

Benjamin H. Read 
Executive Secretary 

-o ONf"~ 
GROUP3 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

--CONPiDEN"f IA:h--

Apri127, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

MR. BUNDY 

SUBJECT: Betancourt 1s Visit with the President 

State tells me that the President's meeting with 
Betancourt last week went very well. Betancourt 
was delighted with his Washington visit and is 
convinced that the President intends to continue 
the basic Latin American policies of President 
Kennedy. 

Gordon Chase 

CONFIDEM'f'IAL--

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 1S292, Sec. 3.4 

&J~• NARA, OateJ-Hx, 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE L= :],. __., ,-tf44A 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT -:::,,T7·~ - \._ 

April 24i 1964 q~ 
s/s 6051 

s/J~,1 
TO: Mr o McGeorge Bundv. / {_~) 

The White House V/4' 1· 
~\ 

1 

FROM: Benjamin Ho Read )( 
Executive Secretary 

SUBJECT: Memorandum of conversation 
between the President and 
Former President of 
Venezuelai Betancourt, 
dated April 24 

For approval prior to distributiono 

The President's remarks are side• 
lined in blue. 

lAttachment: 

As stated. 

I..lMIRB ONWL!d.LIJSR...ATTACHMENT 



ARA:CV:SMosko~h LJMITED OFFICIAL USE 
(Drtr/ti"g Oflfre a,,J Odfrn) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Memorandum ol Convenation 

DATE: April 21, 1964 

• SUBJECT: Venezuelan Proposals for Meetings of Foreign Ministers on 
Cuban Aggression and Representative Democracy 

PARTICIPAN1S: The President 
Mr. R.Smulo Betancourt, Forme~ President of Venezuela 
Dr. Enrique Tejera-Paris, Ambassador of Venezuela 
Sam Moskowitz, Chief or Venezuelan Affairs, ARA 
Donald F. Barnes, Interpreter, OPR/LS 

COPIES TO: 
S/S Amembassy CARACAS 
S/P 
G 
ARA - 3 
INR/OD - 2 
The White House 

r 7 
Mr. Betancourt said he had two matters of substance he wished to bring 

to the President's attention. 

The first matter was the Venezuelan initiative against Cuban aggression 
brought before the Organization of American States (OAS) under the Rio Treaty. 
Mr. Betancourt described the proposed Venezuelan resolution and stressed the 
importance of its being approved by a meeting of foreign ministers as a means 
of countering Cuban-supported insurgency, even if only by the required mini-­
mum of 13 supporting votes. He said it was particularly essential, in order 
to deter European countries from trading with Cuba, that the Venezuelan resolu­
tion be considered and approved by a meeting of foreign ministers. 

The second matter was the joint Venezuelan-Costa Rican initiative to call 
a meeting of foreign ministers of the American states to consider a proposed 
resolution on strengthening representative democracy in Latin America. 
Mr. Betancourt expressed concern about the future of representative government 
in Latin America in view of the many military coups against elected govern­
ments during the last two years. He said the experience of the 19501s had 
demonstrated that Communism flourished and grew strong under the repressive 
governments of that period; and he feared history may repeat itself. While 
he believed that the Venezuelan military was not a threat to the elected gov­
ernment of his country, it was vital for the democratic and progressive 
development of Latin America that the proposed resolution be adopted in order 
to deter military coups d'etat. _J

L . 
The President 

LJMITED OFFICIAL USE 

s,o •oa••z 
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The President said that it was important that the Venezuelan 
resolution against Cuba be approvedo He also agreed that repre­
sentative democracy in La.tin America should be strengthened. He 
said he would take these matters up with the Secretary- of State and 
Mr. Mann and suggested that Mr. Betancourt also discuss them with 
Mr. Mann. 

Ambassador Tejera-Paris said that they would be seeing Mr. Mann 
and would do soo 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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Q0HFIM:N'ffti, ~ 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE \/ 

WASHINGTON /-4" 
I 

April 15, 1964 

MEMORANDUMFOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Request for .Appointment for 
R6mulo Betancourt, Former 
President of Venezuela 

Recommendation 

I recommend that you receive R6mulo Betancourt, fonner Presi­
dent of Venezuela, during his two-day visit to Washington April 20 
and April 2l. ~-

Approve_______ Disapprove __L______ _ 
Discussion 

Mr. Betancourt, whose term of office as President of Venezuela 
ended on March ll, 1964, is in the United States on a four-month 
vacation and has reguested an appointment with you. He is at the 
peak of his prestige as one of the outstanding leaders of the demo­
cratic reform movement in Latin America. Your receiving 
Mr. Betancourt would demonstrate our recognition of the importance 
of the Venezuelan triumph of democracy over communism and our sup­
port of that country's enlightened leadership which has put it in 
the vanguard of the Alliance for Progress. Some suggested talking 
points and background infonnation are enclosed, should it be possible 
for you to receive Mr. Betancourt. 

Enclosures: 

1. Talking Points and Background. 
2. Biographic Sketch. 

- C' W:EBfiirpIJd, -DEC SSIFIED GROUP3E.O. 1~292, Sec. 3.4 Downgraded at 3-year intervalsf3v¥(dm,NARA,Datea,f-D(p not automatically declassified 
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SUGGESTIDTALKINGPOINTS 

AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Item for You to Raise: It is suggested that you congratulate
Mr. Betancourt for the progress his Administration brought to the 
people of Venezuela, and for the great courage and tenacity with 
which he demonstrated the feasibility of democracy in Latin America. 

Items which Mr. Betancourt may Raise and Suggested Responses: 

(1) Non-Recognition of Dictatorships: He may advocate 
that the United States support Venezuela's policy of non-recognition 
of La.tin American governments that take power by overthrowing demo­
cratic, constitutional governments. 

Suggested. Response: We deplore coups d 1 etat and un­
representative government. However, in the absence of a consensus in 
the OAS on these matters, we continue to believe it in our interest 
to consider each case on its merits and to exert whatever influence 
we can to encourage earliest restoration of democratic governmento 

(2) Inter-American Sanctions against Cuba: He may urge 
strong, unqualified and public United States support for Venezuela's 
initiative in the Organization of American States for the adoption 
of sanctions against Cuba for its aggression against Venezuela. 

Suggested Response: We are in complete accord with 
Venezuela on this matter and are giving the kind of support he desires. 

(3) Non-Discrimination in u. S. Oil Import Restrictions: 
He may plead for equal treatment with Canada under the United States 
Oil Import Program by exempting Venezuela from import quotas or by 
hemispheric preferences for both. 

Suggested Response: Venezuela's favorable position 
in our oil market has not been prejudiced by Canadian imports. 
Venezuela's vital interests will continue to be recognized in the ad­
ministration of the Program. It is our policy to cooperate closely 
with the Government of Venezuela in seeking solutions to any problems 
arising from the marketing of Venezuela's oil through meetings of 
high-level government as well as technical level representatives. 

Background: 

-GONFIDEMTDtL • 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 1 ~292, Sec. 3A 

By~. NARA, Oate~~h2" 



BIOGRAPHICSKETCHOFR0MULoBETANCOURT 
(Pronounced: Beh-tahn-COHR) 

Former President Betancourt is a skillful, decisive and confident 
political leader who recently became Venezuela's first popularly-elected 
president to complete his term (1959-1964). A classic example of a 
leftist political revolutionary for many years who turned evolutionary 
reformer, he is Venezuela's best-known politician and the principal 
leader of the largest political party, Democratic Action (AD}o At first 
he was regarded with distrust and hostility by many sectors but today 
has the admiration of the majority of Venezuelans. His present accept-
ance is due to his moderation and caution in governing, and to his 
conscientious effort to consider the viewpoint of various elements of 
Venezuelan society. His breadth of view put him above AD partisan interests 
and permitted him to visualize broader national interests in governing. 

He tended to exercise strong, one-man control over the governmental 
decision-making process. His moderate, evolutionary approach to economic 
and social reform and his tendency to reserve policy decisions for him­
self was partly responsible for two splits in the AD Party since 1960. 
His survival as President was due largely to an unerring ability to judge 
all elements of the Venezuelan political situation. He -was devoted to 
the preservation of Venezuelan constitutional democracy and showed him­
self willing to take the necessary firm action to preserve it from the 
threats of Left and Right subversives. 

He proved to be a staunch friend of the United States and of the West 
and a vigorous partner in the Alliance for Progress. He is an outspoken 
foe of communism and Fidel Castro. He also espoused the "Betancourt 
Doctrine" to oppose recognition of dictatorships and governments brought 
into power by the forceful overthrow of legitimate governments. During 
his term he refused to establish relations with seven Latin American gov­
ernments which came to power through military coupso 

He was a communist during his student days, but broke with communism 
in the early 19301 s. His active leadership in a student revolt against 
dictator Gomez in 1928 led to the first of several long periods of exile.· 
He organized his first political party in 1936 and founded the AD in 1941. 
In 1945, as a result of a coup engineered by young military·officers and· 
AD, Betancourt headed a revolutionary government until 1948. In June 1960 
he barely escaped assassination and received severe hand injuries from 
which he still suffers. The 56 year old Betancourt is married to the 
former Carmen Valverde, a native Costa Rican. His only child.is a daughter, 
Virginia. He understands some English but speaks very little. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4 

&;~ 1/cAt,, NARA,Date.3-/-ce, 
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Background: In Venezuela where dictatorship has been the rule, 
Mr. Betancourt 1 s Administration (1959-64) -was a spectacular victory 
riot only .for Venezuelan and Latin American democracy but also .for 
the .Alliance for Progresso This was so because the survival of 
Venezuelan dsnocracy - despite conspiracy and insurgency by Commun­
ists and, earlier, by the extreme right - resulted primarily .from 
the practice of progressive economic and social policies that were 
pursued hand in hand with the maintenance of political liberties. 
Mr. Betancourt has ea.med a place in history by his brave refusal to 
surrender either his office or his principles in .fighting .for democracy 
in his own nation in a period o.f critical world ideological conflict. 

Mr. Betancourt understands some English but does not speak it. 
Subject to your approval, Mr. Mann will accompany Mr. Betancourt 
during his call on youo 

..-G0tWffl!MTDtt 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 28, 1964 

To: Benjamla H. Read 

From: McOeor1• Bw:uiy 

For tranamittal. 



TO THE NORTH AMEIJCAM dlQGL\TSOH 
C~ vaf&ZU&LA 

1 ......... ~., .............. , 
..... ,11 ....... A..---"'-•-· ....... __ ·- "---- - ......_ •• ,.,.......... ... 
:..- ..... , ~-------- ........... I .,,..... -,..._.I .... , • 'll/ilPll!Ji...... 

ol ... llldl aralvo••ur .. OU mUADy'• ........... . 
u.4 ta -.n•• mJ' ..,.-•---• • th9 ·.an,•• al tA4I 
Muth AM41Jteaa MHclli!doa ·trllfo•t•t .-or• , •• .-..i 
•~'_.,,.... .... r, ...... buqon,._.................,...,. 

/s/ Lyndon B. Johnson 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 24, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

MRS. ROBER TS 

The President ought not to do many things 
like the attached, but Venezuela is a special 
case. The American community under the 
Betancourt administration did an unusually 
good job. H the President could send this 
brief message, it would give great pleasure 
to a good group. It is also recommended 
that a facsimile photograph be sent. 

McG. B. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 22, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BUNDY 

I believe that the American community in 
Venezuela has been forward looking in its attitude 
toward the Betancourt Administration and has 
shown great courage under very trying circum­
stances over the last several years. As a general 
rule, I give messages such as Ambassador 
Stewart recommends a low priority, but I consider 
this case especially meritorious. 

I have had the proposed letter prepared for the 
Pre sident 1 s signature with a slight modification 
in the proposed text. I wouid suggest a photo­
graph with a facsimile signature of the President. 

~I
R. M. Sayre 



. ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON ZS, D. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

May 19, 

s/s 7203 
MEMORANOOM BUNDYFOR MR. McGEORGE 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUbJect: Presidentia1 Photograph and Message tor 
the American COUPDUn1ty 1n Venezuela 

The American Allbe.ssador to Venemela 1 c. Allan stevart, 
wrote_ w Mr. Reeq on April 29 iD:nting his attention to a l.e1iter 
ot March 5 to Mr. SS.11nger in vhieh the Ambassador requested 
an autegraphed pbatograph an4 an Independence l>a1'message fNm 
the President to the American C"OPIIIU':it,' in Venezuela. The ~ 
ot a proposed message is contained 1n the March 5 1etter. 

'l'be Depa,11Dent recomnen4s that the President accede w 
the Am'bassaa.r•s request. The mgecus manner 1D vhieh the 
151 000 .Aaeriuns li"f'ing 1n Ve11emela haTe taced terrorism in 
that coutr;y during the last QIO 7ears has coat.ribllted sigD1t1oan:tl;y 
to thwarting the Ccnmnn:Jst otteasiTe. Tb:l.s deserves recopition 
and the proposed message is considered appropriate. 

to 
tor 

If the 
pc1111chthe 

deliTer,y 

President agrees I the Department v1ll 
pllotograph and "1lle signed message to 
to .the North American Association. 

be pleased 
our Eluass7 

~~ 
Executive Sec&, 

Enel.osures: 

l. ~ ot March 51 1964letter 
froa .Ambassador stewart to Mr. Sa-linger. 

2. Letter of April 291 1964 frca 
Ambassadorstewart tc, Mr. Ree<11°• 

I 



Caracas, Venezuela, 
March 5, 1964 

Dear Pierre: 

You may recall that last year you helped us obtain 
tor use on the Pourth of JulJ an autographed pboto ot 
President lenneci1 and a aeasage froa h1a to the .American 
coaauni ty 1n Veneauela. 

Again this year the Borth .American AalOCiation would 
like to print on their "'111 It.program a pbotoeraph and a 
per ■-al message troa the President. 'l'hey hope the message 
can be vri tten on White Bou.ae stationery and bear the 
authentic signature of PreaidAtnt Johnaon. 

The Preaident ot the Aaaociation baa suggeate4 the 
text of the message be aillilar to the follov1qt 

I weilcOll9the opportunity to send p-Ntiqa 
to ay :tell.ow Aaarioana Uviag 1n Veneauela on 
the occaaion of the 188th azmiveraary of our 
country's indapell.danceand to expreas sy appre­
ciation of the effort■ ot the Borth Aaerican 
Aasociation to toater more cordial relation■ 
and S"a ter under■ tancl1ng baaed on the fl. .. eleQ 
_. priaciplea of our democracy. 'ind tba'°t ot 
Venesueiy 

I would r•lly appreaia te your being able to duplicate 
your teat ot last year - bJ April 15, it poaaible. 

Sincerely, 

C. Allan Stewart 

Mr. Pierre S&llnpr, 
Press Se ere tary, 

The Wh1te House, 
Waabington, D. C. 

/ 



EMBASSY 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Caracas, Venezuela, 
April 29, 1964. 

Dear Mr. Reedy: 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to Pierre Salinger dated 
March 5, 1964which is self-explanatory. The North American 
Association is anxious to get this statement, and it has 
occurred to me that during the change in administration the 
original letter may have been overlooked. 

can 
I 

do 
will, 
to fu

therefore, 
rther the 

be 
request 

very grateful for anything you 
therein contained. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ 
C. Allan Stewart 

Mr. George Reedy, 
Press Secretary, 

The White House, 
Washington, D. C. 

/ 
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.QOHF1M,NI !AL ' • . 

ARA.- Mr. Stephansky' , 
cc: ARA. - .11.r.Mann and SY - Mr. !zynch 

The White House - Mr. Dungan s/s
CV - Ambassador Stewan 

Visit of President Betancourt to the United States 

President Betanco~ informed me be!ore I came to Washington that 
he planned to leave Venezuela on March 26 for the United States~ By 
that time he will have been sworn in as Sen.a.tor and will have obtained 
permission !rom Congress to· leave Venezuela. This is a statutol"l" 
requirement, but Betancourt does not anticipate ar;r di!!iculties ill 
obtaining tho permission. 

The ex-President will come directly to Washington and spend a !etr 
days ·here before going to New York. While here he wishes to see 
President Johnson., Secretary Rusk and 1-ir. Mann to discuss hemispheric 
problems. Ambassador Tejera Paris will arrive in Washington a few days 
before Mr. Betancourt to firm up arrangements for the ex-President's 
visit.· However., it would be well to have arrangements already made tor 
the visits to the President. Secretary and Mr. Mann. CI mentioned 
this n.atter to Ralph Dungan yesterda:r and pointed out that Mr. Betancourt 
did not wish to have any son or social event arranged by any u. S. of­
f'icia.l.s. Mr. Dungan said he did not think there would be a.rrrdi!ficult;r 
in arranging tor an appointment with the President and I suggested that 
possibly the President might show some deference to Ml'. Betancourt by 
inviting him to his living quarters tor coffee or a drink.) 

Mr. Betancourt told me that he will probabl.3' give a press conference 
in Washington at the Venezuelan Embassy bei.'ore he leaves the city-. 
other than that he wishes no contacts with the press. While in the city 
he ldll stay at the Fairfax Hotel and while he is 1n New York he will 
be staying at the Hotel Paris, a veey modest hostelry on the West Side 
of Mew York tor which he has a sentimental attachment. Apparently, the 
President does not wish his presence in New York to be lmown to the press. 

Following a brier visit to New York, 'Where l think he ~"ill see 
some doctors., Mr. Betancourt. plans to Visit some parts or the United 
States., travelling incognito. This will be rather difficult for Betancourt 
whose face is well known on television and in newspaper pictures, but 
he thinks he can get away-with it. 

• CQ~Wlt;liSH'P:EM,~ 
DECLASSIFIED 

E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4 
9'f.1Jf/dzti,NARA, Date &,t-o<, 
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THE WHITE HOUS~~ ( 

WASHINGTON 

~ 

February 5, 1964 

TO: Bromley Smith 

I have followed up on the attached cable 
and was assured by the State Tupartment that 
arrangements have been worked out with the military 
to see that a similar situation does not occur in 
the future. 

Attachment. 

Dc.n:RM.i,.m,ro BEN~ 
ACMINISTllt-.T!VEJ.;iJ..RKING 
NOl NAT'l SECURITY 
INFORMATiON, E.O. 1235b, 
SEC..l.l(aJ 
IY ~ ON IQ/,/q/ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 31, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

BR OM LEY SMITH 

SUBJECT: U.S. Violations of Venezuelan Territory 

1. Venezuelans have informed the USAIRA that on 27, 
28, and 29 January, U.S. aircraft overflew their territory. 
They were quite disturbed over this and informed him that 
orders had been given to force down or shoot down any 
further violators. He was able to get them to hold~ 

- until he was able to report. 

2. CINCLANT is conducting an air surveillance exercise 
in the Caribbean area at the present time. They report that 
it is possible that at least one aircraft may have violated 
the 3 mile limit but no aircraft flew over land mass. 

3. The Ambassador reports that Venezuelan sensitivities 
are understandable in this situation, especially since we 
have not informed them of the surveillance operation. 

4. JCS has directed that the U.S. MILGRP, Venezuela 
be informed of the exercise so that U.S. authorities in 
Venezuela can advise the Venezuelan Government of activity 
in progress beyond Venezuelan territorial limits. 

cK 
Art McCafferty 

DECI.ASSIFIED 
AuthorityL"l·oo&•o=J-&.1-l.:,·ICI 

By~ , NARA, Date5•).il• 0 , 

SECRET 



Nblw.ey 5, 1964 

Mla«lRAlmJMJ'0R 

~ ctRt13 R. VANCI 

I am a~tMldag a O&ble wld.oh ~crU,• a •1waUon 
ta V..1Nala that applllll'lt to • to 'be iDexoUH,ble. 
I • •ure tbat read1&l e.ation bu been tu:en in 
tb:1• cue. 

lb,ewr, I woul4 like eome IIINJ\U'&DCe that a •iad.lar 
situation bll mt ariM I.a tile ttrtme. It ..... 
'to • tat. 1t wo\lld haw been a tftCict ud ~ 
ama&bla NtMtft)Jbl tt the VeDIHl•lMMI w lboS 
or toreed dcNll an a!ro.ratt ill tbe oourN ot tld.• 
exerotae. 

J.~L
Spteial AN1nut 
1io the PrNtdieat 

~. 

DECLASSI IED 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4 

By+, NARA, Date - -ol, 
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December 4, 1963 

MEMORANWMFOR THE PRESIDENT 

Further inf'ormtion on Colonel Chenault in 
Venezuela: 

OUr laat report, aa ot l P.M. yeaterdq, 
1Dd1catea that a U. s. correspondent was 
taken cl.andeet1nely by the FLAN (terror1ata) 
to see ~t. Be was veil, being kept 
captive in a private house, required to stq 
in bed in pa.1._., and guarded by three men. 
Chenault told the U. s. correspondent that 
be was beiag veil treated. 

Venezuelan military and aecur:1ty torcea have 
under surveillance aeveral bouaes in vhich 
Chemul.t ~beheld captive, but the)r are 
reluctant to lll)Ve 1D lest it endanger hia 
lite. 

P.alph A. nmgan 

✓ cc: Mr. l3undy 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE (Attachment) 

April 28, 1964 

TO: Mr. McGeorge Bundy 
The White House 

FROM: Benjamin H. Read 
Executive Secretary 

Attached for your files is a copy of an 
approved memorandum of conversation between the 
President and former President of Venezuela, 
Mr. Romulo Betancourt dated 4/21/64 regarding 
Venezuelan Proposals for Meetings of Foreign 
Ministers on Cuban Aggression and Representative 
Democracy. 

Attachment: 

As stated, 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE (Attachmentl 



LIMITED OPflCIAL USE (Attachment) 

April 28, 1964 

TO: Hr. McGeorge Bundy 
TM Whit~ Houae 

FROM: Benj&ain H. Read 
Executive Secretary 

Attached for your file• ts a copy of an 
approved 11e110rand~• of conversation between the 
President and former he1ident of Veneauela, 
MT. Roalulo Betancourt dated 4/21/64 regardina 
Veneat&e lan 1.'ropoaals for Ket1t1n11 of Foreip 
Mini1ter1 on Cuban ~••ion and lepreaentative 
De110Ct'&cy. 

Al stated. 

LIMITED OfFlCIAL USE (Attacbaentl 



27 April 

y~-JJ-- t» ~».~ ~.:2 s-~ARA· ;V:SKoskowitz:abh. LTIHTED'OFFICIAL USE 
1RfGHfAL/ COPY TO RM/R FOR

ifJing Offer, _11ndOffiur) 
..<ECORDING&:DISTRIBUXIONHouse D:::PARTMf::f\n· OF STATEAJ?proved in White 8G5i1964 . 

Mcmoranclum ~f Conversation II I 17-
----­DATE: April 21, 1964 
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Mr. Betancourt said he had two matters of.substance he wished to bring 

to the President's attentiono 

The first matter was the Venezuelan initiative against Cuban aggression 
brought before the Organizatiqn of American States (OAS) under the Rio Treatyo 
~Iro Betancourt described the proposed Venezuelan resolution and stressed the 
importance of its being approved by a meeting of foreign ministers as a means 
of countering Cuban-supported insurgency, even if only by the required mini~ 
mum of 13 supporting votes. He said it was particularly essential, in order 
to deter European countries from trading with Cuba, that the Venezuelan resolu­
tion be considered and approved by a meeting of foreign ministers. 

The second matter was the joint Venezuelan-Costa Rican initiative to call 
a meeting of foreign ministers of the American states to consider a proposed 
resolution on strengthening representative democracy in Latin America. 
Mr. Betancourt expressed concern about the future of representative government 
in La.tin America in view of the many military coups against elected govern­
ments during the last two years. He said the experience of the 19501 s had 
demonstrated that Commtµrl.smflourished and grew strong under the repressive 
governments of that period; and he feared history may repeat itself. While 
he believed that the Venezuelan military was not a threat to the elected gov­
ern.~ent of his country, it was vital for the democratic and progressive 
development of Latin America that the proposed resolution be adopted in order 
to deter military coups d1 etat.
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The President said that it was important that the Venezuelan 
resolution against Cuba be approved. He also agreed that repre­
sentative democracy in Latin America should be strengthened. He 
said he would take these matters up with the Secretary of State and 
Mr. Mann and 

/Mr. Mann. 
suggestec1 that Mr. Betancourt also discuss them with 

Ambassador 
and would do so. 

Tejera-Paris said that they would be seeing Mr. V.i.ann 
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1. Situation in Canal Zone 

Dr. Caldera asked about the developments in Panama. 

The Secretary said that the situation in the Canal Zone was complex. The 
:Jr.ited States had a great responsibility for the Canal in which a number of' 
ot}:cr • countries had a stake. At the same time the sentiments of the Panamanian 
pe:,:}ple were also involved. The Peace Commission on which the Venezuelan 
A.::....oassador served as .Chairman bad done excellent work in contributing to the::'(>·\.. rc3tcration of' law and order and the situation appeared to be greatly improved . 

• ► ::. L 

, ► ~ I • 

The Secretary said that when all the facts were brought out by the Commission 
it 1roul.d appear that the picture originally presented in the press had been greatly 

··,' ', 
. " di . .:torted. If he had been told beforehand that the US Army in the f'aca of 
' •••.:, re:ceiving 95 casualties would have responded in the way that it did~ and woul.d have 

•..,- ·., sbc.m the restrair.t that it exercised he woul.d have been astonished. 

Panamanian rights in the territory bad been recognized since the time of 
~he Treaty of 1903. There were also a number of practical prob1ems involving 

·.,. ·_._ '. wages, commercial interests, and consular authority on which considerable progress 
had been made in the past few years. A major problem ws the obsolescence of 
the Canal. Within the next five years a decision woul.d have to be made about a 
new sea~level canal. It had been intended to resolve many of the outstanding 

L problems .J 
,, ;, 
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problems in the context of a decision regarding a new canal. One aspect of 
the problem involved the American community in the Canal Zone, some of whom 
had been there for several generations. 

• Dr. Caldera said that he had lived for a period in Panama as a visiting 
professor at the University and he had become a-ware at that time of the deep 
feelings which the Panamanian people had regarding the Canal. He hoped that 
the deep underlying problems would be faced squarely, in recognition of the 
importance which the Panamanian people attach to them. He recalled their deep 
feeling about the flag and about the operation of business enterprises in the 
Canal Zone and about wage rates. He hoped an effort would be made to arrive 
at a long-term solution of the problems. 

The Secretary said that some progress bad been made on a number of the 
issues Dr. Caldera bad mentioned since bis visit to Panama. As far as arriving 
at a permanent solution of the problems in connection with the Canal, he thought 
the fact that this was an election year in both countries made this difficult. 

Dr. Caldera said he had been greatly impressed by President Johnson's 
State of the Union message. . He thought that this was a great document. He was 
str-J.ck by the fact that President Johnson had referred to the poverty of 
certain groups within the United States whose income amounted to only $1 a day. 
$365 a year represented a level of income which was much higher than that of 
-rrs.ny peoples in Latin America. The poverty of the people in Panama in contrast 
with the more prosperous conditions in the Canal zone 'W.S a serious factor in 
this situation. 

The Secretary said that this was true. He noted that Panama earned some 
.. , $60 million indirectly from the presence of the Canal. A difficulty arose from 

/\'~;-~:'.,:;__: the fact that money derived from the Canal -was not equitably distributed throughout 
._/,. : the country but tended to benefit only a small part of the population .. . ; ~-/····\:-
. /. : -,. 

'. t•_! • : 2. Venezuelan Elections. 
• • >• I • 

The Secretary said that the people in the United States bad been greatly 
moved by the courage shown by the Venezuel.an people during their recent election, 
and by their refusal to be intimidated by terrorism. Dr. Caldera said that the 
election bad been a great victory for democracy. Throughout the campaign he 
had been impressed by tbe way the people bad turned out for campaign speeches 
and by the interest they had show in the electoral contest. The Venezuel.an 
people bad demonstrated that they genuinely believed in a democratic way of life. 

\ ·,. ,.•. ,· Dr. Caldera said that the situation in Caracas was perhaps somewhat different 
from that of the rest of the country. Tbe support given to Uslar Pietri was 
somewhat surprising. He thought that it reflected the reaction of the people 
in Caracas to the terrorist campaign with some of the people cl.aiming the government 
was lax in its handling of the terrorists, while others were critical of the 
goverr.ment for the police actions taken. 

3. Attitude of Military. 

The Secretary asked whether the milltary supported a democratic system of 

-.--- ..- . _.,. ,- ·.,. , , .. 
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government. It was his understanding that next March would be the first time 
in Venezuelan history that a constitutionally elected government would be 
succeeded by another similarly elected government. Dr. Caldera said tl;lat 
this was true certainly :for the past century of' Venezuelan history. A similar· 
event bad occurred early in the 19th century. 

Dr. Caldera said that the military were in a somewhat different position 
from those in other countries where the role of the military had traditionally 
been to confine themselves to matters of' national security. However, he felt 
that most of the officers at this time were disposed to support a constitutional 
g overnment. 

4. Terrorism 

The Secretary asked how many terrorists there. were in Venezuela. Dr. Caldera 
said that this -was hard to estimate. In the previous election the Communists 
had received some 100,000 votes, but it -was clear that many of' those who voted 
the Communist ticket were not Communists. He estimated the number of' Communists 
at present to be about 10,000. He thought that not all of' these were terrorists 
end the number of terrorists might perhaps be several thousands. It -was very 
difficult to say who they were since they included persons high up in Venezuelan 
society, such as a daughter of the physician of President Betancourt and the son 
of one of the State Governors. 

Dr. Brandt intervened to say there were also a number of fellow travelers 
who sympathized with the terrorists. 

5. Prospects for the New Government. 

The Secretary asked what the prospects were for the new administration under 
President Leoni. Dr~ Caldera said his party had supported the Betancourt adminis­
tration throughout its term. It was too early to state how their association with 
Leoni would work out. This would depend upon other things and the outcome of 
the COPEI convention vbich opens on January 24. 

Dr. Caldera referred to President Kennedy's visit in 1961 which bad given 
a tre.:ie::idous uplif't to the spirits of the Venezuelan people and bad bad an 
exhilarating e:f'fect in bolstering confidence. He said that shortly thereafter 
the ADparty had split which had been a severe blow to the Betancourt government. 
At that time the COPEI party had stood firmly by Betancourt in his period of great 
need. 

There was a certain embarrassment at the moment between the AD and the COPEI 
parties arising out of the fact that the AD bad suffered a decline in the popular 
support which it bad received in the election whereas the COPEI bad increased its 
sbare of the vote. 

6. Christian Democratic Parties 

The Secretary asked whether there was an exchange of views among the Christian 

CONFlUEl~TOO. 
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De.~ocr~tic panies of Latin America. Dr. Caldera said that the parties were 
., ' ·,1 autonomous but they were in relatively close communication with each other 

and they held conferences from time to time. He said there had been a recent 
conference in Salzburg which he had not attended because ot the Venezuelan 
election campaign. A meeting of the Latin American parties was scheduled to 
be held in May- in Caracas.
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