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Bob: 

I asked Chick to have a few 
team people read the revised version of 
your paper (i.e., the version that the 
Commission saw). They focused almost 
entirely on specific facts that appeared 
questionable. I pass along the pages 
that they had questions about; a few 
seem clearly worth checking. 

F~~ 
David Chambers 
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FROM I •Charles.-Nelson 
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SUBJECT: 

1. Attached is the revised Conot paper. We have marked 
several points of fact and a few of interpretation which 
have been seriously questioned by team members. 

2. We have not indicated on this copy where we lack 
information to verify statements in the paper. Nor have 
we included supplemental information given in our first 
comments. On reading the revised paper, we note that many
of our comments, and suggestions had not been used. Our 
first draft can be checked for these. • 

3·. About methods for checking factual assertions, I 
believe that between Conot's people and our team members 
we could establish the source fo the facts$'t~\(.°'. 
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attempting to operate within the framework of the nation's · 

laws, were jailed and prosecuted with impunity by those 

who opposed the laws. 

As more and more of the workers ~uffered serious 

injuries and death, and little was changed as a result, more 

and more began to believe that in a confrontation between 

moral persuasion and violence, violence would be the victor. 

)l.Yl''t \~ -~e turning point was reached in the summer of 1963. 

~ ~ -Yl·~-(, ("(,") 
.,_'-' 4.~ Cur~ . The most massive demonstrations the South had seen 
""' l.e - , 
~t~le;('I-began in Birmingham, Alabama. The white response was a-

series of bombings that inflamed Negroes. Retaliation 

against whites in the form of rock-throwing and burning of 

white-owned property be.gan. A series of bloody battles 

\'ras fought with the police. The culmination came in the 

quiet of one Sunday morning. As a group of Negro children 

sat in Sunday school, a bomb ftXploded beneath the church. 

Four young girls were killed. No one was tried for the 

murders. The sacrifice had achieved virtually nothing. 

Birmingham remained as ' white supremacist as ~ver. 

Yet, all over the nation, Birmingham had forged a bond 

. among Negroes. Psychologically they had marched· with the 

marchers, suffered with the injured, and become more and 

more embitter~d at the authorities. 



"The white power structure will not 'willingly' yield to 

the democratic concept . of 'majority rule'." 

lJ)e<e,.n'-r ~ By the spring of 1967, such extremists as Stokely 

~~ ~ Carmichael and H. ~•~p" B~own were saying: ·· "You can't turn&~. . . 
your back on v iolenc~,. because you can't live in America if 

you're black and be no~-violent." Proclaiming ever more 

"~ ~\e.. the black man, .their goal y1as to convince white America that 
'> \ '$.S I f) \ 

,,rR ..,()..X'\- · a revolution was in the making, and Black America that white 

. \ America would respond to bl~k _grievances with a policy of 

, sUpp:ession and- viol:nce ~ Onl\ifthey could create a climate 

in . which revolution would feed on anger, bigotry, and fear, 

and viiolence could they hope tha\\~heir words would be 

heeded by the masses; that they t~mselves could attain the 
.) 

stature of leaders. · 

The trap had been ·baited and set. The question 

remained, would it be sprung? 

• 

5 
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il'lto his car and drove him to the hospital. He died shortly 

thereafter. 

As officers were leaving the scene, a storm broke. Be­

neath the pelting rain, the spectators scattered. When an officer 

went back to check the area he found no one on the streets. 

A fe minutes after 7:00 _P.M., the Selective Enforcement 

Unit, tired and sun-parched, reported in .from the races. A half 

·' 
hour -later report was received that 500 persons were gathering. 

A_police was sent into the area to check the report. The 

officers ld find no one. The men of the Selective Enforcement 

The en in the scout car, had not, however, penetrated in-

hundreds o poured from the apartments. At least half of 

them were t and youths. As they began to mill about, old 
..J 

grievances, both real and imagined, were resurrected: discrimina-

tory practi es oI local stores, advantages taken by white men of 

Negro girls, the kicking ~n the face of a Negro by a white man, 
I 

as the Negro lay handcuffed on the ground, the .la.ck of recreation 

facilities, the blackballing of two Negro high schools ~y the 

Athletic Conference, the shooting of one of two handcuffed Negro yout1 

thts ~~-~ -;P~,ot. . - ·✓ by ~ police officer. 

• 
When Officer Oates returned to the area it was seething 

with teenagers and _young adults. Attempting to cqnvince them to 

disperse of the'ir own accord, he 
( 

assured them a complete 
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. . 

There was no Negro on the City Council; none on the 

School Board; none on the Fire Department; none of high rank on 

the Police Force. Four out of every ten Negroe s lived in shacks 

with broken window panes, leaking gas, and. holes in the walls 

·through which rats scampered. Rents were fifty to .sixty 

dollars a month. Recreational facilities ·were few. Those that 

did exist lacked equipment a.nd supervisors. Young toughs pre­

empted and intimidated the children who trieq to use them. 

In the schools, the _majority of Negroes ·never reached 

the eighth grade. Of every 1,000 Negro students who were 
j-~% 

graduated from high school, only~ could attain the minimum 

passing score on -the State's college entrance examination. 

· A difference of at least three-and-a-half y,ears in educa-

tional attainment separated the average Negro and white youth. 

Fifty-five percent of the Negroes in Tampa were working in un­

skilled jobs. More than. half of the families h~d incomes· of 

less than $3,000 a year. The result was that 40 percent of 

the children lived in broken homes, and the city's crime rate 

was among the top 25 percent in the nation. 

Although the meeting between the residents and the 

officials broke up without concrete results, the Governor be-

lieved it had enabled the residents to let off steam. 
• 

That evening, as National Guard troops supplant~d local 

forces in maintaining a perime ter and establishing roving patrols, 
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anti"-poverty workers went from door to door, urging citizens to 

.• stay· off the streets. 

A reported attempt by Black Muslims to incite people 

failed. Although there were scattered 3;.eports of trouble from 

several areas of the city, and a few fires were set -- a goodly 

proportion of them in vacant buildings -- there were no major in­

cidents. 

/ 1we-\ve.. 
(':Phree youths were arrested when discovered with a cache 

· of molotov cocktails. They were white. They were the only fire­

~ugs caught during the riot.) 

All during the next day false reports poured into Police 

Headquarters. Normal, everyday scenes took on ~enacing tones • 

.._ Twenty Negro men, bared to the waist, and carrying clubs, were re­

ported to be gathering. They turned out to be construction worker 

Mayor Nuccio continued, with uncertain success, to meet 

with residents. At the:i.~ suggestion that the man most likely to 

carry weight with the youngsters was Coach Jim Williams, he place< 

a call to Tallahassee, . where Williams was attending a Coaching 

Clinic. 

- An irnpressive-loqking man with graying hair, Williams had 

been the football coach at the high school serving the central cit 

A year ear.lier he had become _an assistant coach at Louisiana's 

Southern Uni~ersity. 

It was alm:)st 48 hours after the shooting of ·Martin Chamber 

that Williams arrived in Tampa. T9ge·thcr with another coach he we 
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.. 
CINCINNATI 

---►--~- In October, 1965, a series of assaults on and murders 
' . . pe~ ~\~ . l'f\~(l,~ \Y"I~ 

of middle-aged white womefilAhad generated ari/\atmospt-iere of 

fear in the city. -Alt'.J:1:0ngh tl:le newspapers Wei:'e gene.raJ Jy 

),,;~ restrained 

~~ • ~ - known that the tentative identification of the "Cincinnati 

Strangler" indicated him to be a Negro, a new element of 

·tension was injected into relations between the races. 

In December, 1966, a jazz musician named Posteal Laskey 

was arrested and charged with one of the murders. In May of 

1967 he was convicted and sentenced to death. Although two 

of the principal ·witnesses against Laskey were Negroes, many 

persons in the Negro community felt that because of the 

·charged atmosphere he had not received a fair _trial. They 

were even further incensed when a white man, convicted of 

manslaughter in the death of his mistress, received a sus­

penaed sentence. 

Despite the fact that the cases were dissimilar, there 

was talk in the Negro community that the difference in the 

severity of sentences was indicative of a double standard of 

justice for white and black. 

Following Laskey's conviction a drive began ·in the 

community to raise funds for an appeal. Laskey's cousin, 
• 

Peter !:'rakes, _begun walking the streets, carrying« sandwich 

-15-



. / , ,~• 'C.n«~n~h &"""" - 1-6.sl"i 1nY1oceot.' · 
/ boa~ ~rcJi"l1s1.~e-- "Laskey Freedom---F-\:1J¾h II After warning

A . 

him se~eral times about his activities, police arrestad 

..._ · . Frakes · on a charge of violating the city's ;..nu leitori~ ~ 
ereiir1eHQQ... °(f'""s\-- . a~4 ~+,n~ ~es~,G..JA ,~~\C. •.. 

_ A major portion of the Negro ~omrnunity looked· upon the 
curh- \0 ,kx-, '(\Er 
/\ ordinance as an anti-Negro one. Between January and June, 

1966, of some 240 persons arrested under it, 170 had been 

Negro. 

Frakes was arrested at 12:35 A.M. on Sunday morning, 

Jurie 11. That evening, concurrent with the commenc:;e:;f,/ 

a Baptist Convention, Dr. Martin Luther King spoke i~ gne 
. . . ~~& . / 

~f l.fte churches. Following th7' speech it was announced that V 
a meeting to protest the Frakes arrest and the ant~-loitering 

. ~ ~~ ~&.~ ~ 
ordinance would be held the following nigl1~...4i a junior high 

school in the Avondale District. 

Without realizing the implication, Cincinnati over 

the years had been making protests through political and 
~ Y\O'r re~Ol'"~ 4o ~em. 

non-violent channels more aha more d'ttficuH:j~ It seemed 

· more and more futile to the young, militant element in the 

Negro community to abide by accepted procedure. 

Although the city's Negro population had been rising 

swiftly -- in 1967, 135,000 out of th~ city's 500,000 resi-

derits were Ne9roes there was only one Negro sitting on 
• 

the City Couricil. In the 1950's, with a far smaller Negro 
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population, there had bee n two . . Negroes attributed this to 
a.\~d\~d .tk ,t-~o~~cJ 

the fact ·that the city h~ c:l.1:2ngc a from l..zl aS\triot;-to t'tli at-

~:~J~~ ~~~in~ c~~~~~, thereby dilu~ing the 

i • h~ . 
Negro vot~. When a Negro~received the largest total vote of 

any . of the councilmen tra.ditionally the criterion for 

. I . ~"' . 
choosing which of the crnrnci.1.m&Ft-wa-s--t::-e be chosc~mayor 

tra~ition/ was cast aside and a white man was picked for mayor 

instead. 

Al 1ough 40 percent of the school children were Negro, 

there wa only one Negro on the Board of Education. Of 81 

.members city commissions, only one was a Negro . 

Pi keting the construction site of a new city conven-

tion hal ., to protest lack of Negro membership in building 

ions, produ_ced no results. When the Reverend Fred 

. Shuttles orth, who had led the Negroes in the Birmingham 

staged a p~otest against alleged discrimina~ 

tory tice·s at the County Hospital, he and his followers 

were arrested for trespassing. Sentenced to jail, · the 
i 

Rev. Sh~ttlesworth had his sentence suspend~d . . Placed on 

probation, he was kept under the court's jurisdiction, and 

was thus prevented from leading further non-violent protests. 

Traditional Negro leaders drawn . from an affluent· and 

conservative middle class became more and more discredited- . 
as grandiose promises degenerated into petty results. - Of 

-17 ·. -
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. . 
The police department mobilized its forces for a 

possible disturbance. However, because of complaints from 

Negro militants th~t the police themselves were an inciting 

factor-~ some months earlier, following a speech by Stokely 

Carmichael, a crowd had gathered and burned the .car of a 

plainclothesman -- it was decided to withhold the pe>lice 

from the immediate area of the sc1-~eduled protest meeting 

that evening. 

It appeared as if this policy might be rewarded until, 

toward the. close of the rally, a wealthy Negro real estate 

broker arose to defend both the police and the anti-loitering 

ordinance.7\ The largely youthful, militant audience was in- / 

censed. When the meeting broke up a missile was hurled 
&r\.l¾ et.«e. o..,,..J a.. ~\'re wa.-s ~·h 

through the window of a nearby~hurelt ~ ~mall. firQ WilS ✓ 

The police were able to react quickly. There was only 

one major confrontation between them and the mob. Little 

resistance was offered~ 

Although windows were broken in some ~wo dozen stores, 

there was virtually no looting. There were 14 arrests, some 

of them not connected with the disturbance. Among those 
~o 1-s f'\8w 

arrested was a £0~·..l.~ community worker., studying for a docto-
. . A . 

. rate at Braridej.s Univer.sity. Called to the area to help • 
. ' 

get . people off the streets, he was charged with loitering. 
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The next morning it was stated by th~ judge of the 

Municipal •Court, before whom most of tle persons charged 

were to be brought, that he in~ended to mete out the maximum 

sentence to anyone foun~ guilty of a riot-connected offense. 

Although the judge intended the statement to act as a . deter-

further violence; to many persons in the Negroren~ agair ~t 

community/ it appeared further evidence of discriminatory 

j'!,lstice. 

Tu sday morning a list of &.'1,/' grievances 

.st.e~i:r:ig frGHl the Monsay ni~t -J.1ceting- was ·presented to the 

municipa I government. Included wete demands for repeal of 

the loit ring · law, release of all prisoners arrested during 

justice 

consider 

Avondale 

n the courts. 

icipal officials agreed that the city council would 
(\)Oln~ 

true <ieffland-s. Officials, however, rejected the call 

attend an open-air meeting of residents in the 

section that ~vening. City leaders did not want to 

give staiture to the militant_s by acknowledg~ng them as the 

de facto representatives of the community. Yet, by all 

indications, the militants were the only persons with 

influence on the people on the street$. 

Mayor Walter H. Bachrach declared that he was "quite 

surprised" by the disturbance because the council had "work~d 

like hell" to help Ne~roes; 

- 20 -



.. 
ATLAN'I'.A 

As "Rap" Brown arrived in Cincinnati on Thursday, 

June 15, to attempt , . 
to exploit the riot 

. 
situatfon there, 

. 

·sNCC's home base of Atlanta, Georgia, was· beginning to 

ferment. Rapid industrialization following World War II, 

coupled with annexations that quadrupled the area of the 

city, had made Atlanta a vigorous and booming community. 

Pragmatic business and political leaders gave to the city 

the reputation of the "I1oderate stronghold of the Deep 

South. 11 

-~~ 
Nevertheless, although/lintegration of schools and 

faciiities has been accepted, the . fact that the city is the 

headquarters for both civil rights organizations and segre­

gationist elements, makes the modus vivendi between the races · 

a tenuous one. 

The rapidly growing ·Negro populatioz:i, which, ·by the 

summer of 1967, had reached an estimated 44 percent and was 

scattered in several ghettos t~roughout the city, was main­

taining constant pressure on surrounding white residential 

areas. -Blockbusting tac~ics were frequently and successfully 

utilized. on one occasion the city barricaded a road to 

prevent ·movement between white and Negro a~eas. The city 

police were constantly under pressure to keep marches and• 

countermarches of civil rights and white supre.micist organi­

zations from flaring into violence. 
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followers. Approaching a police. captain, Carmichael asked 

why there were so . many pol.ice car$ in the area. Informe.d 

that they were there to make sur~ there was no disturbance, 

Carmichael -started dancing up and down, clapping his hands 

and singing words to the effect that there might have to be 

a riot if the police cars were not removed. When Carmichael 

refused to move on as requested, he was arrested. 

Residents were bitter about their inabi).ity · t<? ge.t the 

city government to correct conditions and make improvements. 

Petitions would be acknowledged, but not acted upon. Because 

elections were on an at-large basis, only one of the 16 
. 

aldermen was a Negro, and many black wards were represented 

by white aldermen. 

pemands for a swimming pool, for an access road to a 

nearby city park, for rodent and pest control, for better 

lighting and better garbage collection, had been to no avail. 

As the resi_dents mingled and discussed their _grievances, it 

was decided to organize several committees, and to hold a 

protest meeting ori the following night. 

Upon his release from jail Monday morning, Carmichael 

declared that the. black people were preparing to · resist · 

"armed aggression" by the police by whatever means necessary. 

Shortly there.after in the Dixie fiills Shopping Center, / 
. · . · mct.f' u.M o ho.& ~n &n f\ b r-a , ✓ · 

which had been closed dO\•m for the d~y ,·. aA~r\sml:, using ~ 0 

· broom ha~leS.~cg~~.e. to pound .on the bcl.l of a burglar alarm~. ./. 

-tr_"\lf\~ 7V -~ n.;) r, i \ ¥'-9', ✓ -
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When officers respon,dcd and re.quested him to stop hitting• 
~ . \-.)\c:rw~ ~e.. exc..\---a...nqc&, 

the bell, the drunk complied~ and ¼:)egan hitting the 'dff ieef:'s.. 

In the ensuing scuffle several bystanders intervened. One 

of the officeri dr~w his iervice revolver and fired, super-

. "'a...n 
ficially woundin9 the .<1n1.11Ji. 

Tension rose. · Approximately 250 persons were present 

at the evening's meeting. When a numb.er of Negro le.aders 

urged the submission of a petition of grievances through 

legal channels, the reception was tepid. When Carmichael 

took to the podi_um, urging Negroes "to take to the streets 

and force the police department to work until they fall in 

their tracks," . the response was tumultuous. 

The press quoted him as continuing: "It's hot a 

·question of law and order. We are not concerned with peace. 

We are concerned with the liberation of black people. We 

have ~o build a revoluti6rt." 

As the people present at the meeting poured into the 

stre-et they were joined by others. The crowd soon numbered 

an estimated 1.,000. Fffty of these began throwing rocks 

and bottles at the 40 police officers on the 
• ' 

scene. 
lfeO 

Reinforced by approximately~ other officers, police, 

firing over. over the heads of the crowd, quickly regained 

control·. Of the ten persons arrested, six were 21 -years of 

• age or younge~, and 6nly one was in his thirties. 

- 28 -
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The next morning city equipment appea:i::ed in the area 

to begin work on the long-delayed project.s demanded by the 
. . . Tu.~o\ - . / 

citizens. It was announced a Neg~o Youth Cuxps would be V 
establ_ished along the lines of the Tampa White Hats. 

, 
SNCC responded that volunteers would b~ selling their 

"Black brothers out," and would be viewed as "Black Traitors," 

to be dealt with in the "manner we see fit." 

Nevertheless, during ~he course· of the. summer the 200 

youths participating in the corps played an important role 

in preventing a major outbreak. 

An.other meeting of area residents was called for 

Tuesday evening. ·At its conclusion 200 protesters were 

met by 300 police officers. As two police officers chased 
mo\ak>v ~oc.\::..{o_\\ /. · · 

several boys down the. street, a ch.;i:;:i::y--beml:> Q.r .i.no8~di"1r¥-

dcu iee exploded at the officers' feet. In response, several 

shots emanated_ from police rank!:>, which, in that vicinity, 

consisted mostly of Negro officers. 

The discharge_ from one shotgun struck in the midst of 

several persons sitting on the front porch of a house. A 

46-year old man was killed. A 9-ye.ar old boy was critically 

injured. 
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c.uS.l 

M!iy(??t All:e~ no further violence ensued. When H. "Rap" 

Brown, who had return~d to the city that afternoon, .went 
) 

to other Negro areas in an attempt to initiate a demonstra-

tion against the shooting of the Negroes on thT\ porch, he 
. . p6\ac~ co--a-k-ol\Cc?ol . 

.with no response. Atlant~had w&a G5oa its e~i&i&.w 

e,~•.s ~\r$~ \9b1 ~,~or~,. 

• 

• 
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1;\ly a high school ·educatlon·, and almost 80 per_cent of 

,.'hool children in the system were Negro, the issue of 

.~l s to obtain the s.ecretaryship, a lucrative and power-

~'~: i tion, quickly became a cc1.use celebre. 

Joined with the issue of the 146-acre medical school · 

the area of which was tripie the original request_ -­

_pa~sion regarded by the militants as a ploy to dilute 

, political P?Wer by moving out Negro residents -- the 

of Education battle brought on a dire confrontation 

~en the mayor and the militants. Both sides ~efused to 

~ their positions. ·The impasse was complete and 

:,sive. 

Into this impasse stepped a Washington Negro named 
,, 
~: :=t Roy Osborne. A .flamboyant, 42-year old former wig 

sman who called himself Colonel Hassan Jeru-Ahmed, he 

-i ded over a rnythicai "Black Liberation Army." Articu-
. ~ rt'c\e. 4o it -. and magnetic, Colonel Hassan P•OVQQ to be o~ 

. ~ 
\\~ ;1,He Bl50~'¥lt Negro residents flooki~s · to Board of.., 

· ation and Planning Board meetings. The Colonel was not 7
~u 

i d . to speak in violent terms, nor to back his words 

·· ·violent action. In one inst;ance he tore the tape from 

.. r.> e recor"der, so that there would be no record of the 
. ' • .. 
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• Lofton and Curvin decided that, in order to move the crowct 

out, they would organiz·e a mar~h on · City Hail immediately 

ins.tead of waiting until the following day. 

The .protesters nm•~- had been augmented by an estimated 

/

25 cab drivers who, upon hearing of Smith's arrest, had 

decided to stage a rally of their own. They began ·taking 
. . I . 

on pass~ngers for the. short trip tf? the City Hall. ~ 
1 'TY)e_ c1,\\C.~ tho.x-~ ~ .,u n · £Ln ex a,s 

Curvin 'limbed to fh~-toi:} of an automobile,t\rocks started 

flying. Someone yelled: "Man, get off that damn car!" 

Automob les were set .on fire. It was approximately mid-

night w en a fire engine, arriving on the scene, was pelted 

with br:cks and bottles. The police, their heads protected 

War I helmets, sallied forth in full force. The 

marchers, who were still in the process of fonning, were 

scatte A few minutes later down the :Street the first 

liquor store was broken into. 

owever, only a few stores were looted, and, by _about 

2:30 A~M., the disturbance appeared to have run its course. 

The next afternoon the Mayor described it as an iso­

lated incident. Invited to appear before and talk to the 

people at a protest rally being organized at the housing 

43 
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Everywhere there was the same inequality with regard to 

education, job opportunities, income, and housing. Everywhere 

there was the same 
i 

·local gov~rrunent. 

Negro populations, 

counci{m1n. In a 

children composed 

there wee only a 
v'\r~lL-..1

tion. I 1~none J£✓ 
key position. In 

)ft (.,ITy 

lack of representation of Negroes on the
' . 

In six New Jersey communities with sizeable 
. . . . 

there were a total of only five Negro 

half .dozen school systems in which Negro 

as much as half of _the school population, 

total of six members of the Board of Educa­

the _municipal government~ did a Negro hold a 

each of the ghettos the Negro felt himself 

# 0-.. su;rround d by an intransigent wall of whites. 
,!:,-~\ 

· I four suburban cities -- Bloomfield, Harrison, 

Irvingto, and Maplewood -- forming an arc about Newark, out of 

a total opulation of more tnan 150,000, only 1,000 were Negroes~ 

In the s·x cities surrounding Plainfield, out of a popu~ation 

of more han JS,000, only 1,500 were Negro. 

~o northern New Jersey communities, Jersey City and 
! 

Elizabeth, had had disturbances in 1964. ·The view from Jersey 

City is that of the New York skyline. Except for a few im­

posing buildings; ; such as those of . the high-rise New Jersey 

~edical Center, much of Jersey City is a collection of nonde­

script and deteriorating houses, . fleshed out wi,th factori-es and 

cut up by ribbons of super-highways and railroads. 

As one of the principal freight terminals for New York 
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• 
feared that if the violence were not curb-=!d it would turn into 

• 

a bloodbath. 

One worker discovered several youngsters siphoning 

gasoline into soda bottle's from a truck in an alley. He managed 

to talk them out of the Molotov cocktails. 

The confrontation between the police and the mob of 

teenagers was progressing toward a climax when a chicken · flut­

tered out of the shattered window of a poultry market •. One 

youth attempted to throw ·gasoline on it and set it afire. As 

the gasoline sloshed onto the pavement, the chicken leaped. 

The flames merely singed its f~athers. A gangling six-foot 

youth attempted to leap upon the chicken. The bird was too 

quick for him. As it darted out of his way, he slipped and 

tumbled against a tree. 

The stark unwitting comedy broke the tension. People 

laughed. Soon they began to drift home. 

The foilowing day tensions in the area mounted again as 

police patrolle_d the 36 square blocks with . 220 men, some ·of 

them stationed ·on rooftops. · Early in the evening the mayor 

agreed to meet with a delegation of 13 community leaders. · When 
. · . • e,~ J [retkrr ~ ,~e., . 

·· they .entered his office, th]\ chief of police was already present .. 

The mayor _read~ an executive order to: "Shoot to kill. • • • 
• 

Force will be met with superior force." An officer's deviation 

from this order, the ·mayor said, would be c_ause for dismissal. 
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before Newark. As part of this expectation they had tested 

. . 
tear gas guns on the police firi·ng range, situated in the 

middle· · of the Negro residential area. The wind had blown the 

·tear gas into surrounding houses.. The occupants had been en-

raged. 

The day following the outbreaks in Elizabeth. and Jersey 

City, pol,ice began warning the businessmen in Englewood to 

prepare for a riot. 

On Friday, July 21, on the ~eport that crowds were 
-Mb ht-..n&r~ -+w~~V gathering, police issued a general alarm. ~br.ee hundred police

. / · ~\ . ~ -~ r\;ol,ce 
/ officers from,\ surrounding communities/\were 'brought in to the 

city. As · rumors of an impending riot swept the city numbers 

of curious citizens began gathering at street corners. • 

· At 9:00 o'clock that evening a fire truck responded to 

an alarm. It was peited ·with rocks. As policemen arri_ved to 

provide protection, some members of the bands of unemployed 

Negro youths who regul~rly hung out at stree~ corners began 

breaking store windows. The windows damaged apparently .were 

selected at random. A pa,int store window was broken but a 

jewelry store · window was left untouched. There was no looting. · 

Police; sealing off the area, quickly cont?tined the disturbance • 

•
Abortive attempts at revenge against three businesses 

accused .of shoddy practices continued for one or two night~<. 
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DETROIT 

On Saturday evenin~, July 22, while the Black Pm·1er 
• I . 

Conferenc:;·e was still in session, the Detroit Police Depart-

merit raided five blind pigs. The blind pigs had had their 

o;,igin iJ the days before World War II, when they had served 

as priva c social clubs for affluent Negroes who, because 

of discr mination, had been unable to gain entrance to public 

night sp ts. Gradually, as p~blic facilities opened their 

doors to Negroes, the character o.f . the blind pigs .had changed, 

had become illegal drinking and gw7lbling spots. 

e fifth blind pig on the list, the United Community 

and League at the corner of 12th Street and Clairmount, 

had raided twice before. Once ten persons had been 

time, 28. A Detroit Vice Squad officer 

had tri d but been unable to ~ain entrance to the blind pig 

shortly after ten o'clock Saturday night. When, on his 

second attempt, he was successful, it was· 3:45 A.M. Sunday 

morning. 

•. I 

· . The Tactical Mobile Unit, the Police Department's 

✓ ·~ ~~uad, had been dismissed at 3:00 A.M. Since Sunday 

• 

. , 
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are heavily populated with Negro citizens. There they tend 

· to view each person on the streets as a potential criminal 

or enemy, ·and all too often that attitude is reciprocated. 

Inqeed, hostility betw~en the Negro comiuunities in -our large 

cities and the police departments, is the major problem in 

law enf9rcement in this decade. It has been a major cause 

of all recent race riots." 

At the time of the 1943 riot, Judge Edwards told Com-

' n-kr'I\M~ 
mission il'tt.roctig:at:o~s, there was "open warfare between the 

Detroit Negroes and the Detroit Police Department.'" As late 

as 1961, he thought that "Detroit was the leading candidate 

in the United States for a race riot." 

There was a long history of conflict between the .police 

department and citizens. Detroit's 1943 race riot, in which 

34 persons died, was the bloodiest in the United States in a 

span of four decades. During the labor wars of the 1930's 

union members had come to view the Detroit Police Department 

as a strike-breaking force. 

Judge Edwards and his successor, CoitL~issioner Ray 

Girardin, attempted to restructure the image of the department. 

A_Citizens Complaint Bureau was set up to· facilitate the filing 
. . 

of complaints by citizens against officers; but there are 
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i~dications that in practice it worked little better than less 

enlightened and more cumbersome procedures in other cities. 

According to e,,pel'. t information provided to the commis­

sion, the very nature of Detroit's triffl board procedure tenas ., 
to f_avor the accused of~icer. Officers are reluctant to 

testify a/ainst fellow-members of the department and some who 

have done / so in the past have found themselves ostracized. 

Lat ly, following the advice of attorneys with regard 

to es against seif-incrimination, officers have refused 

even ke statements to Department inve~tigatorf. In cer-

tain prec·ncts investigators for th~ Citizens Complaint 

Bureau h e been made to feel so unwelcome that they are 

reluctan .even to _go to the stationhouses. 

On !"2th Street, with its high incidence of vice and 

:mined b police investigators to be the work of a pimp. 

Accordin to rumors in the cominunfty the crime had been com­

mitted by a Vice Squad . officer. 
I 

Approximately at the same time the killing of a 27-

year old Negro Army veteran, Danny Thomas, by a gang of white 

youth~ inflamed the community. coverage by the city's major 

newspapers, which played down the story in -hope that the 
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come out alive. I am convinced it would have turned into a 

~ace riot in the conventional sense." 

' Many :of the police officers were being used to guard 

key installations in other sections of the city, in fear 

that the disturbance on 12th Street might be a diversionary 

tactic. Belle Isle, the recreation area in the Detroit River 

that had been the scene of the 1943 riot, was sealed off. 

In an effort not to attract people to the scene, _some 

broadcasters cooperated by reporting no news of the riot. 

As a · result, numerous poiice officers had to be detailed . to 

protect the 50,000 ·spectators that were expected at that 

afternoon's New York Yankees-Detroit .Tigers baseball game. 

Early in the morning a task force of community workers 

had gone into the area to dispel rumors and act as counter­

ri6ters. Such a task force had been singularly successful at 

the time of the Kercheval incident in the summer of 1966, when 

scores of people had gathered at the site of an arrest. Ker-
"">

1, _(cheval, however, was a · higher~income area, with few stores, 

that also happened to have the city's most effective police­

community rel'ations program. By the time the members of the 

-. task force were able to inject themselves irito the situation 

on 12th Street, it already· had gotten out of hand. 

The movement from a serious to a -critical stage apparently 
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• began when a ~threaded ~hrough the crowd . that a man 

h_~d been bayone~te:d by the police during an attempt by 

them to sweep the streets. Missiles were thrown at officers. 

_By 1:00 P.M. the first of . the serious fires had · been set. 
I 

1 

An hour later smoke .was bill9wing upward from at least four 

different 1locations. Firemen ~ere harrassed and pelted with 

Irocks. 

The Michigan State Police, who had been alerted earlier, 

were sted to come to the city's assistance. Shortly 

P.M., even as State Police were arrivi~g, the riot 

spread fr m 12th Street into other. business districts. 

e was no lack of the disaffected to help spread 

it. Alt ough not yet deteriorated to the point of Newark, 

Detroit, like Newark,was losing population. Its prosperous 

middle c ass whites were moving to the suburbs and being 

replaced by unskilled Negro m_igrants. 

~e ween 1960 and 1967 the Negro population rose from 

just_und r 30 percent to an estimated 40 percent of the total. 

l . 
Those who moved out were the most vigorous, revenue-producing

I 

i 

portion 6f · the population, leaving behind numbers of the 

old.and young, who were less productive, yet cost the city 

·more in terms of services. 

In a decade the school system had gained 50,000 to 

60,000 children. Fifty-one percent of the elementary school 
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plans for the improvement of the neighborhood. In order to 

meet the ·need for recreational facilities, which the city 

was not providing, they managed ·to raise . $·3, 000 to p_urchase 

empty lots for playgrounds. Although opposed to urban 

renewal they agre.ed to co-sponsor with the Archdiocese of 

Detroit a housing project in which the block clubs would 

·have ·equal control. 

When the riot broke out the residents, through the 

block clubs, were able to organiz~ quickly to seal off the 

area. Youngsters, agreeing to stay in the neighborhood, 

participated in detouring traffic. Even though many persons 

identified with the rioters as far as a rebellion against the 

system was concerned, only · two small fires -- one of them in 

an empty building -- were set. There was no violence. 

Many of the National Guardsmen when they arrived in 

the city were tired, having traveled 200 miles on trucks 

from their summer encampment. For some, the city- was un­

familiar territory occupied by an unfamiliar people . . With­

out training in· their role as auxiliary law enforcement 

personnel, the Guardsmen were unable to cope with the situa­

tion with which they were faced. 

A .Detroit newspaper reporter who . spent two days .riding 
,Y'\-\e..<~ ,ewe("

in the command jeep of one column, told a Commission il"IYcat,i-
• 

gato'.flot of machine guns being fired accidentally, street lights 
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• 
• . were arming_themse.lves . .. One shot a fellow (ireman; another 

shot himself. A National Guards·man and a fireman were £elled.. 

by high caliber bullets whose origin it was impossible to 

determine. 

The 1Chief · of Police in Highland Park, a se·par~tc 

political entity surrounded by the city of Detroit, recalled 

that one niper proved to be an old white drunk, shooting 

from the op of an apartment building. 

.· '"'w",eoJ~~
rified reports received by Commission~Rveoti~"tors 

tell reet gangs roaming the city, fir~ng a shot here 

and a sho there, then disappearing_pefore the arrival of 

police. ational Guard gunfire killed one woman when she 

opened u with machine guns in response to the flash of a 

·ci_garett being lighted. 

in only six of the cases. In eight no action was taken or! . 
r~commended, because no suspect was · found or the homicide 

was accidental. In 29 deaths, the ruling was either one of 

... justifiable homicide, or there was insufficient evidence upon 

w.hich to base any charge. 

·Approximately one and a half to _"two years . before. th~ 
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advised her thc1t he was changing the locks on the honse. At 

8:45 P.M. he called her again· and told her that the tenants 

had ·returned and he had refused to let them in. He also 

asked Mrs. ·R. to send the ' family's watchdog for protection. 

At approximately the same time the . National Guard 

·received information that: "Three· unidentified white men 

_had broken in-1;-o the house, forced the occupants thereof _out 

at gunpoint, and hauled in boxes of guns and ammunition with 

-which they were going to .start sniping, sometimes after dark." 

At 9:05 P.M. a National Guard column with two tanks 

pulled· up in front of the house. A National Guard cap_tain 

said that he saw a ·flash in an upstairs window, and shouted 

a warning to . the occup~nts. ·Neighbors report they heard no 

~ . . 

✓such warning. 
~ ~tµn~r) r\\'S b.V"O~~.)q, 0-~l-e.x,&)· 

The thre_e men/\ were on the second floor of the house 

when a barrage of fire was unleashed against it. As hundreds 

of bullets crashed through the windows and ricocheted off 
. . 

the· walls, they dashed to the third floor. Protected by a 

large chimney, . they huddled in a closet until, during a lull 

in the . fi_ring, they were able to hang a · pink bathrobe out of 

the window as a sign of surrender. They were a·rrested as 

snipers. 

The firing from rifl·e.s and . 50 caiiber machine guns 
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' Under such circumstances even the slightest injudicious · 

behav"ior of the police was likely to act as a triggering mech-­

anism. A major police action, such as the shooting o_f the_youth 

in Tampa, was, in fact, involved only infrequently. In some 

instances, the role of the police tended to be merely a supple-

mentary one. 

For example: 

In Cincinnati the chain of events was initiated by com­

plaints about the purported_ double standard of justice, and 

the actual spark was struck by anger at a middle .class Negro's 

defense of the system; 

. . In Atlanta the chain of events was initiated by a Negro 

security guard's detention . of a Negro; 

In Plainfield the chain of events was initiated by the 

refusal of an off-duty police officer to treat a Negro-upon-

Negro assault as serious~ ., 

In some ~ities, mostly the smaller ones, both the resi-
. 

· dents and the police became so convinced that a riot was about 

to take place that this very expectation, like the buildup of 

cppo~ing armies along a hostile border, _tended to lead to a 

clash. 

The · riots that have taken place in ·the United States 
• 

over the cqurse of the past · several summers, may be -traced 
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incipient political' meetings was most dramatically demonstra­

ted in Pl_ainfield and Newark, where police directly inhibited 
. . 

the political pro~ess~ aqd inm1ediately ·thereafter witnessed 

the commencement of widespread violence. 

In fact, every _effort should be made to contain the 

protest within the bounds of political expression. • Although 
. . 

at loggerhe~ds with her police department, the Mayor of New 

Brunswick, New Jersey, was vindicated in her use of political 

means to solve the crisis • . 

· The· key words in the lexicon of ·riot prevention during 

C>O \ 
'x,'-t, ~ the embruonic stage should be: 11 I -solate and contain. 11 

jlll\fi'(.) -/ . .i 

Police must be able to act swiftly enough and in large 

en?ugh force to seal off the area ~n which the crowd has 

gathered, and to prevent it, as much as possible, from scat­

tering into bu~iness streets where longstanding grievances 

against commercial practices are likely to be t ·ransformed into 

the physical acts of window-smashing, looting and firebombing • 

. simultaneously, since aggressive action by the police 

will almost surely aggravate the anger and resentment of the 

Negro crowds, the police should make every effort to avoid 

playing the role of · aqents provocateur. 

In Los Angeles ·in 1965, for example, the actions of two 

High\•iay Patro1 officcrs in dragging a yot1ng girl whom they 
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The most devastatinc; reaction occurs when police remain 

visible, but, because of the fewness of their number amidst 

a vast_mass of rioters, appear to have been rendered impotent. 

~Cincinnati, ; lthough the \ d.is / b'1n~e spr~ d, in n~_, 

case were law enforcement officers outnumbered to the extent 
'\,,,' ,,, / . , ,/"'• ){,,, 

that they were hot able to reacJ.:. and, n$ a result, /although 
; . / 

there were· isolated actions 1 n various portions of the city, 
/ ' . 

the.y were easily controllable. 

In Tampa, where pol~ce were caught unprepared, they 

re~ained out ·of the area entirely unti~ they were able to move 

in sufficient force · to control the situation • .Whereas this 

resulted in considerable destruction at one locale -- and in 

terms of scope of the area and numbers of the people cannot 

£ 
· be equated with such cities as Detroit and Los Angeles -- it 

did effectively prevent the creation of the psychological image 

of a police force that has been overwhelmed. · _ 

J" . . ~ -
3. Community Involvement Once it becomes apparent

~✓ arrests are not being made, spectators and bystanders, 

J...,e young _and old, begin to join in the looting. As people see 

neishbors with goods in their hands walking about f:i::-e_ely -under 

the eyes of the police, and some of the stores from which these 

goods .have come going up in flames, there is a r~tionalization · 

that what is going to burn any,.-,ay might as vi'ell be made use_of. 

~111.e· stigma of theft is removed and the "carn_iv~l atmosphere 11 
. 
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that numerous witne·sses have spoken of sets in. At this 

stage · of a riot hopes of containment must be abandoned, and 

· all force .possible marshaleq. to. rest~re law and order) ~~t ~~\t\-f 

~.t-,\\ \Qe. exex-c,~& '" ·~ ~ ~ -P, r~cu-m ~ - >. <l 
It was the swift movement of the riot from · Stage L to 

3 and the failure of the authorities to recognize ·the fact . 

that contributed to making the Detroit riot the most _destruc­

tive. As rioters and looters were roaming unmolested. up and 

down . 12th Street and spreading out to other section·s of the 

city, counter-riot teams of community workers were still moving. . 
t]?.rough the neighborhoods, trying to dampen rumors and asking 

people to cool it. 

This was activity appropriate and effective for the 

first stage of a riot, not the third. Simultaneously municipal.. 

a ·uthoiities were continuing to proceed with a pian of operations 

that had been effective in the Kercheval incident the year be­

.fore, when_ only a small 'number of persons within · a limited area 

had been involved. 

·The fact that the Detroit riot reached, within a time 

·of two . to three hours, the stage that it had taken the Los 

Angeles riot, two years before,- 36 hours to arrive at, points 

up the · necessity for municipal authorities to incre·ase the 

speed and effectiveness of their response. •. 
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II THC· RIOT PnOFILE 



For an America that had become accustomed to the Negro's 

acceptance, by and large, of the inferior status assigned to 

him, to his passive non-violent response to. acts of violence 

perpetrated against him, and to his never-ending reliance on 

legal redress to enjoin compliance with national laws that · in 

some sections were being ignored or evaded, the revelation that 

Negroes would advocate responding to force with force was a 

startling one. 

The demagoguery and braggadocio of "Rap" Brown's de­

clarations: "We built this country up, and we can burn it 

down," created among whites a mood of fear and anger and a 

readiness to believe that organized rebellion was throbbing in 

the heart of every city. Many young militant Negroes, conver­

sely, had become disenchanted with an evolutionary process that 

appeared to hold little promise for them in their lifetimes. 

Believing they had nothing to lose, they accepted the philosophy 

that riot was a legitimate means of protest, and that the loot­

ing of white businesses and destruction of white property in 

the black ghettos was, in fact, not a criminal act, but just 

retribution for "exploitation." 

As the summer of 1967 approached, therefore, a climate 

had been created in which much of white America expected riots, 

and in. which many young Negroes were willing to oblige. 
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Under such circumstances even the slightest injudicious 

behavior of the police was likely to act as a triggering mech-· 

anism. A major police action, such as the shooting of the youth 

in Tampa, was, in fact, involved only infrequently. In some 

instances, the role of the police tended to be merely a supple­

mentary one. 

For example: 

In Cincinnati the chain of events was initiated by com­

plaints about the purported double standard of justice, and 

the actual spark was struck by anger at a middle class Negro's 

defense of the system; 

In Atlanta the chain of events was initiated by a Negro 

security guard's detention of a Negro; 

In Plainfield the chain of events was initiated by the 

refusal of an off-duty police officer to treat a Negro-upon­

Negro assault as serious. 

In some cities, mostly the smaller ones, both the resi­

dents and the police became so convinced that a riot was about 

to take place that this very expectation, like the buildup of 

opposing armies along a hostile border, tended to lead to a 

clash. 

The riots that have taken place in the United States 

over the course of the past · seve ral summers, may be trace d 
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tprough six identifiable stages. .These are: 

(1) Embryonic 

( 2) Out of Control 

( 3) Community Involvement 

( 4) Massive Response 

(5) Breakdown of the Social Order 

(6) Control 

The vast majority of the riot situations never reached 

the third stage. In only three cities, Los Angeles, Newark 

and Detroit, did a riot pass through all six stages. 

1. Embryonic The focal point for the commencement of 

every riot has been a high density area. In the majority of 

cases this has been at or in the vicinity of a housing project. 

Where a housing project has not been involved the location has 

been some other centralized one where a large number of people 

could gather quickly. 

In Atlanta it was a shopping center surrounded by over­

crowded apartment buildings. 

In Detroit -- as in Grand Rapids it was a main busi-

ness thoroughfare, noted for the prevalence of vice, from 

which overcrowded apartment houses and residences were set 

back on both sides, and which, even under normal circumstances, 

is filled with numerous people. 
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The focal area, therefore, has always been a natural 

gathering place. And whereas the specific incident involving 

the police has often been of a secondary nature in precipita­

ting the riot, the presence and actions of the police have 

contributed significantly to attracting the large number of 

people from which a pool of rioters could develop. 

While people are, naturally, drawn to any scene of ex­

citement, the ennui and dreariness of the ghetto tend to 

multiply the drawing power of an event interrupting the _routine. 

One of the great problems of fire departments in ghetto areas 

is the numerous small grass and garbage fires set, and false 

alarms turned in by kids for no other purpose than to see fire 

engines roll down the street. 

In almost every case it may be found that, as a result 

of the weather, more people than usual were in the streets. In 

17 cities examined, the average temperature on the day the pre­

cipitating •incident took place was 87 degrees, 6 degrees above 

normal for that date. 

The longer the police remained in the area and the more 

flamboyantly they, or the fire department did so -- with sirens 

turned on and flashing red lights -- the more they served as a 

magnet for people. 

In Los Angeles, since the Watts riot, it has become 

standard procedure for the police and firemen to move in and 
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out quickly and silently, without the use of sirens, when a 

potential riot condition exists. 

Once numbers o·f residents have gathered, the assembly 

takes on the air of a neighborhood meeting. As descriptions 

of the police action on the scene are passed from mouth to 

mouth they become magnified and distorted. Other actions of 

the police in the past which, as a result of the inadequacy in 

police procedure for handling grievances, have never been re­

solveft and have thus been left festering in the minds of the 

people, are brought up. Soon the current •incident is inextri­

cably interwoven with those of the past. 

Information is exchanged regarding the practices of 

merchants . and landlords, and the injustices and indignities, 

both real and fancied, suffered by the people. At this juncture 

the gathering may be regarded as a massive gripe session, lack­

ing an outlet for the expression of the gripes. 

If a significant official, such as the mayor, _ to whom 

the gripes may be directed, arrives on the scene, violence may 

usually, for the moment, be averted. If no such figure arrives, 

but some kind of indigenous leadership emerges from the assembly, 

a meeting with municipal authorities is usually sought. 

The most significant exception to this process occurred 

in Detroit, where the action of rioters leapfrogged, almost 
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completely, the initial stage. 

The reaction of the police at this point is crucial. 

The reflex reaction is to disperse a crowd, especially if it 

is an obviously hostile crowd, from the fringes of which 

occasional rocks are thrown. The standard concept of law 

enforcement is to break up an illegal demonstration or march. 

There has been a failure to recognize that such tactics are 

not applicable to ghetto gatherings. 

In the traditional demonstration or march, diverse 

people from diverse areas unite to protest against one speci­

fic object or one specific policy. When such a march is 

broken up, the physical unity of the group tends to be dissol­

ved. As people are scattered they return to the diverse areas 

and pursuits which are their norm. 

The dynamics of the ghetto gathering are entirely dif­

ferent. Since such gatherings tend to be political meetings 

of the most primeval, grass-roots nature, to disperse them is 

to disperse frustrations that have not had an opportunity for 

release. Since the people are native to the area in which 

they are gathering, to disperse them is the opposite of useful. 

When police in one city shouted to demonstrators: "Go home!" 

the retort was: "We~ home, you go home." 

The folly of police action in breaking up such 
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incipient politi.cal meetings was most dramatically demonstra­

ted in Plainfield and New~rk, where police directly inhibited 

the political process, and immediately thereafter witnessed 

the commencement of widespread . violence. 

In fact, every e·ffort should be made to contain the 

protest within the bounds of political expression. Although 

at loggerheads with her police department, the Mayor of New 

Brunswick, New Jersey, was vindicated in her use of political 

means to solve the crisis. 

The key words in the lexicon of riot prevention during 

the embryonic stage should be: "Isolate and contain." 

Police must be able to act swiftly enough and in large 

enough force to seal off the area in which the crowd has 

gathered, and to prevent it, as much as possible, from scat­

tering into business streets where longstanding grievances 

against commercial practices are likely to be transformed into 

the physical acts of window-smashing, looting and firebombing. 

Simultaneously, since aggressive action by the police 

will almost surely aggravate the anger and resentment of the 

Negro crowds, the police should make every effort to avoid 

playing the role of agents provocateur. 

In Los Angeles in 1965, for example, the actions of two 

Highway Patrol officers in dragging a young girl whom they 
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believed, erroneously, had spit on them, out into the middle 

of the street, transformed a potentially dangerous situation 

into a critically explosive one. 

2. Out of Control: If a crowd is frustrated by 

(1) The failure of muni-~ipal government to make meaningful 

·response or (2) the actions of the police, they will arnost 

surely move into the second stage, consisting of inrensified 

rock-throwing and window-smashing, followed by looting and 

burning.. This is the commencement of the riot proper. 

As far as has been determined, the initial. participants 

in this activity consist almost totally of male teenagers and 

young adults, few of whom are over the age of 25. There· is 

some evidence that initial attacks tend to be discriminate and 

made -against those stores and businesses whose proprietors 

have incurred the most resentment of the reside~ts. 

It is at ·this juncture that the police have the last 

opportunity· to control .the situation. If they are unable, be­

cause of a lack of sufficient manpower, either to make arrests 

or to cordon off the area, riot activity will, most likely, 

spread to other areas of the Negro ghetto. 

There is· evidence, although at this moment not con­

clusive, that in some cities criminal _elements have begun to 

take advantage of the situation to systematically rob stores. 
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The most devastating reaction occurs when police remain 

visible, .but, because of the fewness of their number amidst 

a vast mass of rioters, appear to have been rendered impotent. 

In Cincinnati, although the disturbance spread, in no 

case were law enforcement officers outnumbered to the extent 

that they were not able to react and, as a result, although 

there were isolated actions in various portions of the city, 

they were easily controllable. 

In Tampa, where police were caught unprepared, they 

remained out of the area entirely until they were able to move 

in sufficient force to control the situation. Whereas this 

resulted in considerable destruction at one locale -- and in 

terms of scope of the area and numbers of the people cannot 

be equated with such cities as Detroit and Los Angeles -- it 

did effectively prevent the creation of the psychological image 

of a police force that has-been overwhelmed. 

3. Community Involvement Once it becomes apparent 

that arrests are not being made, spectators and bystanders, 

young and old, begin to join in the looting. As people see 

neighbors with goods in their hands walking about freely under 

the eyes of the police, and some of the stores from which these 

goods have come going up in flame s, there is a rationaliza tion 

tha t wha t is going to b urn anyway might a s wel l b e mad e u s e o f . 

'l"'l1e st~gma o f the ft is r emoved and the " carnival atmo sphere" 
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that numerous witnesses have spoken of sets in. At this 

stage of a riot· hopes of containment must be abandoned, and 

all force possible marshaled to restore law and . order. 

It was the swift movement of the riot from Stage 1 to 

3 and the failure of the authorities to recognize the fact 

that contributed to making the Detroit riot the most destruc­

tive. As rioters and looters were roaming unmolested up and 

down 12th Street and spreading out to other sections of the 
'-

city, counter-riot teams of community workers were still moving 

through the neighborhoods, trying to dampen rumors and asking 

people to cool it. 

This was activity appropriate and effective for the 

first stage of a riot, not the third. Simultaneously municipal 

authorities were continuing to proceed with a plan of operations 

that _had been effective in the Kercheval incident the year be­

fore, when only a small number of persons within a limited area 

had been involved. 

The fact that the Detroit riot reached, within a time 

of two to three hours, the stage that it had taken the Los 

Angeles riot, two years before, 36 hours to arrive at, points 

up the necessity for municipal authorities to increase the 

speed and effectiveness of their response. 
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As massive numbers of extra-urban law enforcement per­

sonnel --state police, National Guard and, in Detroit, 

Federal Troops -- are injected into the chaos of a riot, they 

have, in the past, -- themselves tended to exacerbate the coo.­

fusion. Young National · Guardsmen, many of them unfamiliar 

with cities or their Negro inhabitants, were plied with rumors 

of snipers and guerilla warfare and a population in rebellion. 

As they were injected. into darkened areas, the · most innocuous 

actions of the populace began to take on sinister meanings for 

them. Reflections in a window were interpreted as sniper fire. 

A man lighting a cigarette was thought to be a fire bomber. 

Th_e behavior of a drunk driver was interpreted as a kamikaze 

assault. 

As police began using gunfire in their attempt to c~p­

ture looters, -and National Guard troops used their weapons 

for such diverse purposes as shooting out streetlights and 

firing at cars that failed to halt at roadblocks, reports of 

sniper fire spiralled upward in number. Even as looters were 

cleared from the streets and fires were being controlled, the 

intensity of the major riots incongruously heightened. In · 

every case the death toll rose precipitately. In every case 

the impression was implanted that numbers of the deaths were 

due to sniper fire; although law enforcement officers, who, 

-118-



· 1ogically, would be the target of such snipers, escaped vir­

tually unscathed. 

5. Breakdown of the Social Order As the atmosphere 

of fear and chaos continued, some of the safeguards that so­

ciety has constructed to insure the maintenance of order, and 

to make every person accountable for his actions, began to 

-show signs of cracking. Arrests were made if a person was seen 

. carrying a bag of groceries or had a suitcase of clothes in 

his car. People swept up~ masse in the streets disappeared 

for days into detention facilities. 

In Newark some police officers, adopting the behavior 

of rioters whom they had been arresting, engaged in the destruc­

tion of property. In Detroit, a police officer with an excel­

lent record committed at least two criminal acts. In a motel, 

several officers, in their determination to interrogate sus­

pects, began· playing ."a game," and before the game was ended, 

three persons had been shot to death. 

Law enforcement officers began to act upon wild tips 

as in the case of the Muslim Mosque shooting in Los Angeles 

or the sniping reported from the house on "L" Street in 

Detroit -- as if they came from the most reliabJeof sources. 

Media of mass communications reported _rumors and on­

the-spot items without checking on them, and by the very nature 
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of their being broadcast, they tended to assume the authority 

of fact. 

6. Control As the successful implementation of cur-

. fews by large numbers of law enforcement personnel succes-sfully 

cleared the streets of ·affected cities, and fire discipline was 

restored to troops and police, the number of incidents repor­

ted rapidly diminished. In no case did the withdrawal of 

troops lead to a resumption of riotous activity. 
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 

Located as they have been, at the bottom of the ladder, 

Negroes have been the last to benefit fromt he revolutionary 

technological and economic changes that have altered America's 

social structure in the past 50 years. At a time when 75 

percent of America's high school graduates are going on to 

college, in many ghetto schools 50 percent or more of the 

pupils are dropping out. Until 1954 the southern schools the 

Negro had attended had been forced to operate on a fraction 

of the budget of the white schools. Teachers with inferior 

educations, working in inferior facilities, had produced in­

ferior-educated pupils. As these pupils flocked and continue 

to flock to urban areas in one of the great migrations of 

history, they have been unable to compete. As their sons and 

daughters enter big city schools these schools, geared largely 

to the education of middle class children, began to have dif­

ficulty coping with the new arrivals. 

The American educational system, a major factor in the 

growth of American affluence, began to show signs of cracking 

under the stress. The average Negro youngster in the 12th 

grade is performing at a 9th grade level. 

The animosity of many American labor unions towards the 

Negro, an outgro~ th of battles between unions and management 

in which Ne groes were fr e que ntly used as strike-breakers, 

aggravated the Black ma n's problc~s in job training and em­

ployment. 
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Statistical studies have shown a direct relation 

between low employment-low income and family breakups and 

illegitimacy irrespective of race or nationality. In 42 

precent of Negro families and 23 percent of white families 

with incomes under $3,000 the man is m~ssing from ·the 

household. Ni~ety-two petcent of Negro faciilies and 96 

percent of white families whose income is $7,000 or more are 

i:ntact. * .. ,, 

Similarly, there is a direct correlation between broken 

families and school dropouts. Various studies have indicated 

that anywhere from 27 percent to 45 percent of dropouts come 

from broken homes. ** 
'l'hus, ·a repeating cycle sets in: 

Inferior Education ;) 'tow· Income--=> Family Break-up ➔
Low Employment Illegitimacy 

Dropouts --> Inferior Education 

The effect on major cities has been catastrophic. 

* Social+ Economic Conditions of Negroes in the United 

State~, October,· 1967. 

** School Dropouts. Research Division -- National 

Education Association. 
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Tra~itionally cities have been able to absorb an 

influx of underskillcd and undereducated people, because 

the cities themselves were still expanding, and because the 

nation was in an earlier stage of industrial development, in 

which an amplitude of low-skilled jobs were available. 

A generation ago an upwardiy mobile family, when it 

moved, tended to move from one section of the city to another. 

Today the move is most often from the city to the suburbs. 

The most vigorous, revenue-producing portion of the popula­

tion is, therefore, lost. 

As Negroes moved into the cities to begin occupying 

the deteriorated and dilapidated housing that other groups 

reaching affluence were moving out of, · the. cycle in which 

families of migrants were entrapped began to transfer itself 

to the cities. 

Migrants --->~ Low Employment --->~ Low Revenue 
Low Income High Crime 

Greater Demand for Municipal Services --~>-~ Increase in Tax R~tes ~ 
Deterioration of Tax ·Base 

· Acceleration of Middle Class Flight --➔ Replacement by Migrants 

In this process, such cities as Newark and Detroit have 

lost their viability. Schools and services deteriorated. Such 

programs as urban renewal -- which have failed to take into 

account that, although slums may be razed~ one cannot raze the 

people that inhabit them -- have frequently created more pro­

blems than they solved. 

As the complaints of citizens, more and more of whom 
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were black~ increased proportionately with the city's 

inability to meet such complaints constructively, anger 

and frustra·tion mounted on both sides. Since municipal 

officials and the purveyors of municipal services are 

mostly white, and the complainants mostly black, the agony 

of the city began to take on the antagonisms of race. 

THE POLITICAL PERSPECTIVE 

As cities are, literally, contracting upon themselves, 

the black core within them is expanding rapidly. Whether by 

design, such as a changing from a district to an at-large 

system of elections, or by .accident, this growing concentra­

tion of black people has been largely disenfranchised. A 

check of 17 Eastern, Southern and Midwestern cities that were 

involved in disturbances during the summer of 1967, and which 

have Negro populations ranging from 9 percent to 52 percent, 

revealed them to have a total of 16 Negro councilmen (the 

total number of councilmen in each city ranged from 5 to 30), 

16 members of the boards of education (in sch9ol systems that 

were as much as 76 percent Negro), and, with the· notable ex­

ception of Detroit, virtually no Negroes in key appointive 

positions. 

Not only, therefore, was the normal evolutionary pro­

cess of minorities gradually being fused into government, and 

learning the disciplines and responsibilities thereof, being 

frustrated, but the ghetto populations had no one on whom they 
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could apply political pressure . threatening his defeat 

. in the next election if he failed to be responsive. 

•That in present circumstances municipal officials 

have been largely unresponsive, has been amploy documented 

by Commission investigators. In one relatively small city, 

for example, the mayor, who had been in office more than a 

decade, averred himself to be "shocked by conditions" when 

he visited the Negro ghet.to. The inability of the Newark 

government to visualize or adjust to the changing realities 

was a major contributing factor to the tensions in that city. 

The problem is aggravated by the fact that not only are the 

most restless and most militant Negroes primarily young, so 

that they have had little opportunity to participate in the 

political process, but many of them have no conception of 

how that process works. 

A youth in Plairifield, ' in ·the belief that this was 

standard procedure, complained _that: "The Negroes hnd only 

recently learned that the Council had not even forw, cded 

the list of grievances to the Federal Government in l·lashing-

ton." 

Under such circumstances the question, "Where are the 

Negro leaders?" asked oftentimes during the riots, takes on 

almost comic connotation. In fact, the midd-le class Negro 

whom whites have tended to identify as the Negro leader is, 

to the Negro masses, no moie acceptable as a spokesman than 

the president of Geneial Motors would be to the United Auto 

Workers. 



117 

By their reaction to violence municipal authorities 

have, in fact, reinforced the impression that the militants 

are right: that petitions may be ignored, but the use of 

power cannot. In Los Angele~ following the riot it was dis­

cover~d that with the expenditure of some effort more than 

10,000 jobs could be made available to ghetto residents. In 

Atlanta, grievances that had gone unanswered for months 

suddenly were responded to with alacrity. In Detroit mili­

tants were, for the first time, included in the city's plan­

nirig. Everywhere the persons who suffered the greatest loss 

of prestige were the Negroes who had counseled moderation. 

Moderation had been responded to with platitudes: militancy 

with results. 

The very gains that the middle-class Negro has made 

during the past fifteen years has served to alienate the 

black masses from him. For these masses the civil rights 

drive appeared to be . largely an alliance between liberal 

whites and the middle class Negro, its achievements bene­

fitting the middle class. 

For a man, wohdering whether he had enough money to 

buy the next meal for his family, the question of whether or 

no he could eat in an expensive white restaurant was academic. 

Traveling for a few hours on a segregated bus might be tol­

erable, but living under a white thumb in a decrepit shack 

was intolerable. 
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The very achlevement of integration has tended to 

have the opposite of the desired effe~t. In Lbs Angeles, 

after the fire department was integra~ed, the percentage 

of Negro firemen declined to a third of what it had pre­

viously been. _In Cincinnati, the number of Negroes on 

the police force slipped ' to little more than half that 

prior to integration. Following integration of the New -

Jersey National Guard, Negroes began to vanish from the 

ranks. 

As the middle class Negro gained ground and the 

nation congratulated itself on his advances, to the lower 

class Negro the gap appeared to gr~w wider and wider, and 

he felt less and less identification. 

RIOT PROCLIVITY 

The more a municipality's viability has deterior­

ated and the larger its Negro population has become, the 

more likely -- it may be postulated -- it is to experience 

a riot. Newark underwent a cataclysmic shift _in population, 

from more than 65 percent white to 62 percent Negro and 

Puerto Rican, between 1960 and 1967. The most enlightened 

of administrations could not have coped with a situation in 

which demands had far outstripped resources. 

In Detroit, counting the number of whites who left 

the city and the number of Negroes who replaced them, there 
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was more than a 30 percent shift in population between 1960 

.and 1967. 

Under such circumstances the police, as the most 

visible and ~uthoritaria~ sign of white power, become a 

crucial -factor. No matter with what good intentions, few, 

if any, of the major cities appear to have solved the pro-­

blem. 

Although, beginning in 1961, major efforts were made 

in Detroit to establish better police-community relations, 

Commission investigators were told that the process never 

reached the grass roots level; that practical difficulties 

prevented the patrolman in the squad car from sitting down 

across the table from the youth who was likely to throw rocks. 

In one city where officers were compelled to attend a 

community relations course, it was referred to by them as 

"Nigger loving school." In another city that had, presumably, 

instituted a comprehensive community relations program, the 

Director of Police told Commission investigators that he did 

not see "much basis whatsoever to the various complaints of 

Negro groups as to their social and economic conditions." 

. A captain called the program "a crock." Another captain de­

clared that there was no doubt in his mind that "nany of rny 

men say 'you black fuck'." However, he added that . he did not 

consider that this constituted abusive language because, in 

the vernacular of the community, the word "mother-fucker." is 

regarded as "hello." 
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In another city the Chief of P(?lice tolcl Commission in­

vestigators that "the majority o f officers approach the Negro 

family with the s ame courtesy as a white family." The Deputy 

Chief, directly contradicted him, declaring that you have to 

.use a "double standard" in dealing with Negroes. He ~xplaincd 

that: 11 \'.?hen you go into their homes , for example, you have to 

aajust to the situation," that "you c annot u se the polite lan­

guage that you would use in~ white middle class home. You 

have to make a show of force, otherwise you would not be under ­

stood," because "politeness is construed as weakness." 

Co~sequently, the police have neither the image nor the 

support in the Negro community tha t they do in the white. Be­

cause of the high Negro crime rate the law enforcement officer 

tends to vi~w every black person as~ suspect. Yet the over­

whelming majority ~f victims of Negro crimes are Negroes - - in 

one Detroit precinct, where 78 percent of ident ifi~d assault 

offenders were Negroes, 76 percent of the victims were Negroes 

and · the complaints of t;he victims is that the police fail to 

respond expeditiously; and when they do arrive, are apt to· regard 

the crime not as s eriously as a similar offense committed in a 

white area . . As a result the police tend to be looked upon more 

as a force of occupation than a keeper of law and order. 

As greater and greater areas of a city become inhabited 

by Negroes, precinct stations become bastions, the primary 

allegiance of whose defenders is not to the citizens, but to 

each other. Problems of police recr~iiing b e come critical. 
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Whites are reluctant to enter a profession in which the 

e~pectation is one of daily stress and antagonism. 

Negroes are reluctant to enter a profession, the community 

view of which is negative, and in which Negro officers tra­

ditionally have been isolated. 

It is the police, therefore, who, as a constant 

irritant, are most likely to inflame the Negro community • 

.AVAILABILITY OP OPTIONS 

The recourse to violence, whether by the action of 

an individual, the institutionalized process of a nation's 

engagement in war, or the haphazard eruption into riot by a 

mob, tradit ·ionalll' tends to come as a last res<?rt, when 

other options have been exhausted. 

For example: For the poverty-stricken individual in 

a rural area the option remains to ~ove to the city. For 

the re$idcnt of a small city the option remains to move .to 

a larger city. For the people living in an area that overtly 

practices discrimination, the option remains to move to an 

area which, purportedly, does not. For the inhabitants of a 

city whose government is unresponsive, the option remains to 

_elect a government that will be more responsive. 

If, then, this new government proves unwilling or un­

able to rnate:tially improve the conditions of the people, the 

availability of nonviolent options has b~en exhausted. 

In t he three cities with major riots: Los Angeles, 

Newark and Detroit, Negroes had voted overwhelningly for a 

"liberal administration" which they expected to produce 
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change. When .this expectation proved unfulfilled, the 

probability of a riot became great. 

In Los Angeles and Newark the explosion came five 

years after the election; in Detroit, six. 

RUMORS AND SNIPERS 

As a result of the riot climate tha·t had been · 

created, much of the nation's press was ready to seize 

upon any disturbance and describe it as a "riot." Acts of 

violence and destruction committed by rioters, amplified 

in some cities by the massive and inappropriate response of 

National Guardsmen and law enforcement officers, was then 

further exaggerated by reporters and headline writers, un­

til the population of the United States could believe itself, 

reasonably, to be faced with a state of civil insurrection in 

.which organized guerilla bands were roaming city streets. 

Rumors proliferated and sometimes had their origins 

in the most unexpected places. In Grand Rapids, two carloads 

of vacationing families were reported to be guerilla rein­

forcements rushing to the city. In Tampa, a Trailways bus 

loaded with Negroes was viewed in the same light. In Los 

Angeles, postal employees, arriving for a convention, were 

reported to be "hordes· of Black Muslims." In Detroit a 

person with a bow and arrow was reported as a "sniper." 

The sheriff of one community in New Jersey related to 

Commission investigator s "A trick," which, he felt, "helped 

calm things down some." The Sheriff said that he had gott~n 
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hold of one of his people in New York City and asked him to 

call one of the militant Negroes in_____ He said 

he asked this caller to say that that night there was going 

to be a showdown between people from New York City and the 

___police department, that he was bringing a lot of 

Negroes with guns over from Harlem, and that they were going 

to shoot it out with the _____ police department and it 

didn't make any difference who or how many peop~e got killed. 

The Sheriff said that the ,man who had been called went im-

mediately to the _____ police department and that he also 

spread the word that people should keep off the streets that 

night because there was going to be serious trouble from out­

siders. The Sheriff believes that this "trick" had resulted 

in the c::_uie test night of the whole week. 

Although the devastating effect of rumors during war­

time has been amply documented, there has been a failure to 

recognize that the spread of rumors could be even more injur­

ious during a period of potential - civil disturbance. Repor­

ters unfamiliar with and inexperienced in the coverage of 

riots often accepted as fact second and· third-hand accounts 

and expressions of opinion. Any person injured by gunfire 

from an unknown source, was shot by a "sniper." Officials 

played statistical games which turned bad situations into 

seemingly catastrophic ones. Impressive £igures on riot in­

juries were compiled by such devices as listing poison ivy 

as a "riot-connected" injury. · 

One city's fire department listed 82 injuries, in­

cluding such as "Fell on hand, injuring right little finger," 
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.-''•Pain · ·in· back-, · fell over and cou.ldn ' t straighten up," and , 

"Fell o ff apparatus which moved." Only two of the men were 

injured by missiles and none by sniper fire , yet the over~ 

riding impression created wa s that many of them had been hurt 

as a result o f direct acts against them by the populace. 

A representative sample o f the repertorial di stortions : 

TAMPA , Fla., June 13 (AP ) - -- Rampaging Negroes burned 

and looted Tampa's sprawling slums Monday for the s eco rid night , . 

battling with about 1,000 heavlly-armed police and Nationa l 

Guardsmen ." • 

"Police repeatedly were pinned down by shipers through­

out the night and early morning hours. A c ruiser r eported at 

2:00 A.M. it was receiving sniper fire from two sides ." 

The fact: In Tampa on the · second night there was only 

scattered, light action. 

"CINCINNATI, Ohio, June 14 _. (AP } -- National Guardsmen -­

bayonets and machine guns ready~- r einforced police today after 

"huge b ands of marauders" h ad scattered r acial violence , fir e , 

looting and vanda lism in Cincin~ati." 

The fact: The trouble was confined to individual car­

loads of youths riding about here and there in various sections 

of the city. 

''ATLANTA, June 20 (UPI}. -- One man was killed and three 

persons were .. wounded tonight in gun battles between Negroes and 

police as violence broke out for the second night." 

The fact: There was no gunfire by Negroes. 

The Detroit News on ·saturday, July 15, r eported from Newark: 

"Negro rioters in hit-and- run guerilla-type attacks, spread 

racia l violence to four nearby towns todav whilP. ~nino,..c c,1-,,...,...~~--
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from ambush positions fought several gun battles with National 

Guardsmen and police ." ... "Negro youths in the riot sector 

told newsmen that Black Muslims took part in the violence and 

they mix lye with molasses -- and 'when they throw it at the 

cops, it sticks.'" 

The Fact: There were no such hit-and-run guerilla~type 

attacks; there were no gun battles from ambush; and there ~as 

no molasses thrown at the police. 

Ori July 26th the Detroit News reported: 

"Three unidentified Negro youths were killed in a ~un­

f ight behini:'3. ·the Algiers Motel, Woodward and Virginia Park. 

"The .bodies were found on the ground floor of the Algiers 

Manor, a three-story annex to the motel. 

"Police and Guardsme n were called to the scene about mid­

night when sniping began from the Manor. 

"Homicide Detective Edward Hayes said shots were coming 

from the roof and windows on all floors. 

"Police ·and Guaidsmen were pinned down for several minutes 

before the firing .stopped." 
\ 

The fact: There is no evidence that anyone fired out of 

the motel. Two of the youths were shotgunned down by police, and 

the death of the third is still being investigated. Murder charges 

have been filed against one .officer. 

On July 24th The Detroit News reported from Englewood, New 

Jersey: 

"Police and Negro snipers exchanged heavy _g~nfire last 

night and early to~a y as racial violence hit this New York 
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City suburb for the fourth straight night. 

"Snipers set up a three-way crossfire at William 

and Jay Streets in the heart of ~he Fourth Ward Negro 

ghetto, and pinned · down 100 policemen, four reporters and 

a photographer for more than an hour." 

The fact: Kids set off a number of firecrackers ·. 

The lead story in the July 27th edition of the 

Philadelphia Inquirer read as follows: 

"DETROIT, July 27 (Thursday) --· Two National Guard 

tanks ripped a sniper's haven with machine guns Wednesday 

night and flushed out tl1ree shaggy-haired white youths. 

Shipers attacked a guard command post and Detroit's racial 

riot set a modern record for bloodshed. The death toll 

soared to 36, topping the Watts bloodbaths of 1965 in which 

35 died and making Detroit's insurrection the most deadly 

racial riot in modern U. S. history." 

~In the attack on the sniper's n~st, the Guardsmen 

poured hundreds of rounds of .50 caliber machine gun fire 

into the home, which authorities said housed arms ,md ammu­

nition used by West Side sniper squads. 

"Guardsmen recovered guns and ammunition. A reporter 

with the troopers, said the house, a neat brick home in a 

neighborhood of $20,000 to. $50,000 homes, wa s torn apart by 

the machine gun and rifle fir e . 

"Sniper fire crackled from the home as the Gua rd unit 

approached . It was one of the f i rst veri f i ed reports o f 

sniping by white s." 
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"A pile of loot taken from riot-ruined stores was 

recovered from the sniper's haven, located ten blocks 

from the heart of the 200-square block rio·t zone. 

"Guardsmen said the house had been identified as a 

storehouse of arms and ammunition for . snipers. -.- Its ·arsenal 

was regarded as an indication that the sniping or at 

least · some of it -- was organized." 

The fact: Except for the National Guard's attack 

upon the house, the entiie story -is a fiction. There was 

no crackling sniper fire, no pile of loot, and, except for 

one old .22 caliber rifle, no storehouse of arms and ammu­

nition. The circumstances surrounding the attack upon the 

house have been described elsewhere. 

· The overall effect of day after day of such reports 

beneath glaring banner headlines: "GUARD RIDDLES SNIPER'S 

HAVEN IN DETROIT I 
11 "TANKS rmVE INTO DETROIT' s 'ALL-OUT WAR' . 

AFTER LETHAL SNIPERS ROUT GUARD, POLICE, 11 "MORE RACIAL 

TERROR," and, "GUERILLA l·;AR RIPS 12th," was devastating. 

Although, in three cities in which a total of 100 

deaths occurred there has yet to be one verified sniper,* 

apparitions of snipers · were everywhere. A Detroit news­

paper reporter wrote that: "A rifleman gave me a short 

course in sniper warfare in city streets. 

* Three persons are awaiting trial on sniping charges in Detroit. 
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"'Watch for houses wi~h one screen off a window on 

the second floor,' he said matter-of-factly. 'And keep 

your eye peeled for second floors where one window has the 

shade down and the other is open a crack.' 

"'Can you spot them by muzzle blasts when they fire?'" 

asked. 

"'No, not any more,' he said. 'They've gotten smart. 

They open the window a little, move wa~ back in the room and 

t~en fire.' 

"'They ·can snipe away for hou~s and you. can't see them. 

We were even taking fire from burning buildings last night.'" 

European newspapers began calling American cities 

"Riotsville, U.S.A." The Conmunist Press reveled in the 

violence, and exploited it to the hilt. 

CONSPIRACY AND ORGANIZATION 

The Commission is conducting a continuing and exten­

sive investigation into the question of organization in the 

riots. To date no evidence of a conspiracy has been found. 

Empirical tests tend to indicate the unlikelihood of such a 

conspiracy. 

Riots did not take place concurrently in major cities 

so as to create the greatest possible strain on law enforce­

ment agencies. In mo s t communities the issues were local, and 

in many of them militant Negroes attempted to bring about a 

solution of the problems by polit ica l means. 
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Conspirators, if they existed, were utterly inept. 

In Cambridge, Maryland, they scheduled · Rap Brown's visit 

for the same night that the local unit of ·the National Guard 

held its weekly drill. Nowhere were industrial installa­

tions attacked, even· though in Los Angeles manufacturing 

plants -- including one producing napalm~- worth hundreds 

of millions of dollars, were left unguarded. In Newark the 

Telephone Exchange c?ntrolling an entire section of the 

Eastern Seaboard was left untouched. 

From Los Angeles to Plainfield fire chiefs reported 

that if lio l6tov cocktails had not been made in the most 

amateurish fashio·n their ef feet would have been far greater. 

On a number of occasions black militants complained, 

both to newspaper reporters and Commission investigators, 

that they had been caught unprepared by the riots and there­

fore had not been able to exploit them. 

The evidence is overwhelming that there were no 

"outside agitators" in any of the cities. In one community 

an official described a young Negro militant as "an outside 

agitator," only to discover that he had lived in the city all 

of his life. 

In fact, rioters have concentrated alraost exclusively 

on vandalizing and destroying businesses dealing in consumer 

goods that were use ful, negotiable and could be transported 

easily. Highly fla~mable installations, such as gasoline 

stations, which would be a logica l target if massive destruc­

tion were the principal intent, have escaped virtually un­

scathe<l. 
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Before the summer of 1967 H. Rap Brown and Stokely 

Carmichael set the trap. Their intent was to convince 

Negroes that only by uniting and separating themselves from 

the white community could they escape the genocide being. 

planned for them. It was their contention that A"nerica 

would never willingly grant equality to Negroes, but that 

the response would be one of violence. 

Hence, the greater the violence that ~as. reported, 

the more grist was manufactured for their mill. They in­

terpreted the reports of scores of snipers as evicence that 

the black man was uniting and had reached the stage of 

guerilla warfare. The reaction of authorities with massive 

force was, for them, proof that the campaign of genocide 

had gone into effect. 

Everywhere that Commission investigators went they 

were _told by white and black, high and low, that the riots 

had polarized the community. Everywhere middle class Negroes 

~egan identifying with the rioters. Everywhere the feeling 

was becoming prevalent among Negroes that all other options 

had been used ' up, and that now militancy was the only possible 

recourse. 

A Negro business~an in Detroit expressed himself in 

sympathy with the rioters, even though two of his stores had 

been sacked . 

A Negro police officer in Atlanta said he believed 

riots were a good thing because they appeared to be the only 

way to shake whit~s out of their apathy a nd ca ll attention to 

the problem . 
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Questioned about his reactions, an arrestee in 

Detroit who, after J:-eing swept up on the streets, spent days 

in a fetid, improvised jail subjected to the verbal and 

physica l abuse of officers said: "(Before the riot) I was 

really a passive person -- hard-working -- trying to reach 

this goal, trying to get that degree. That's what I wanted. 

And I wasn't messing with nobody. I didn't break no laws . 

or nothing -- went along to people. I got too much resent­

ment inside me, or bitterness now to let it (his treatment 

during the riot) happen again~- to let somebody say to me, 

'You have to do this.' 

"If there was another riot, you know what I think 

I'd do? I think I'd blow up police stations. I'd go killing 

this time. Oh, I'd go. kifling •••• I'd kill. That's wriat 

I'd do. Man, I ain't against all white folks, man, but they 

don't stand by and let that happen. Yeah, that's what I'd 

do first -- I'd set more bombs and booby traps in the world. 

Kill them, just like that. I'd do it. Personally I hope 

there's not anothe r riot. Because this time it's gonna go 

farther than it was -- it .'s going to spread. It's going to 

cause a lot of destruction -- everywhere." 

As disillusion has spread among the Negroes, the 

philosophy of the extrcr.1ists has ga ined more credence . Pa r­

tially as a re s ult of the Dlack Power Confe r ence in Newar k , 
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there is growing communica tion between Black Power adherence 

all over the nation. There a ppe a r s, conc6Ditantly, to be a 

growing unity. It would be unwise to believe that this unity 

may not be translated into action if the events of the summer 

of 1967 are repeated. 

A former railroad engineer who has become a leader of 

the militants in Newark, and, following the ri6t, viiited 

Czechoslova kia, told Commission investigators recently: 

"I will make any kind of a commitment even with the 

devil himself if it means bringing about meaningful chan~re 

for Black people. For Black people to enter the mainstream 

of American life, be it Communist, Socialist or whatever. 

The supposedly democratic process and the American way of 

life has not proven to me and to other Black people that it 

can deal effectively with the changes necessary to bring about 

conditions favorable to Black people." 
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MEMO FOR ROBERT CONOT 

From Rese~ rch (Moss}W~/4.., 
'. 
i 

Subject Comments on Chapeer 1 of Draft Report (TABS 2-io) 

Note: The folmowing comments are concerned mainly with 
factual material, not style or presentation (which I think 
is excellent}. 

TAB PAGE 

3 2 line l; Tampa police force has 511 men (TAB 21,App.A} 

3 8 line 3; "Six out of every ten ••• 11 This pa.ra. is ·a11 · 

1960 data. 

3 8 line 18; strike "youth" from end of snntence. Next 

·sentence should read "Fifty-five percent of the Negro 

men in Tampa 1 and 79 percent of Negro women were 

working in unskilled g.obs. 11 (1~60 data) 

4 10 line 15; Cong. Relations office survey identified 

68 injuries. 

5 3 paras 2 and 3 contain 1960 data; should.be written 

in past tnnse. 

6 2 line S; 11 for the past 30 years ••• 11 

line 8; "Between 1960 and 1967 the C:J city lost a 

net . total. of more than 701 000 white residents. 11 

line 13; In seven years the city switched from 65 

percent white to just over 50 percent Negro and 

https://should.be
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TAB PAGE 

·10 percent Peurto Ric~i and Cuban. 11 

. . 
6 s· line7; "land area of 24 square miles" 

6 5 footnote; I haven't checked the numbers, but 

believe the wording is in erro~. Shouldn't is 

read: "The actual tax rate is $7.76 per S 100 of 

Assessed value. A guideline of 85.27 percent of 

market value is used in assessing, reducing the 

true tax rate to $6.617 per $100 of market value." 

6& 6 bottom line; it would be more meaningful to compare 

the school enrollment (1967) with a specific year,

I ~.g., 1957, than with the (undefined) "19so•s 11 
• 

6 para 2: this para. mixes 1960, and 1967 data; 1960 

data should be qualified in some way to reflest this. 

6 10 line 10; the 20,000 teenagers are the totafr· and Sr. 

High enrollment in Newark; some C1 if not many of 

hhese kids will have summer jobs, be off to fresh 

air camp, or have something to do. The sentence 

should be qualified; as it stands in context, it 

implies that thSere are 20,000 unemployed kids in ... 
town. 
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TAB PAGE 

6 u3 17 line 13; p~oper spelling is James Threatt. 

6 24 line 15; should read:"New Jersey National Guard" 

7 4 bottom pg; I'm not sure Nh~re this came from; our 

latest estimate for Jersey City (O.E.0.,1966)shows 

only about a 10 percent increase in the Negro population 

to about 15 percent of total population in the city. 

7 5 line9; 1960 data: should qualify this. 

8 3 top para; I believe the issue was complicated by ~he 

fact that the Republican city council appointed a 

Renublicnn white woman to fill the seat of the 

transferred Negro Democtat. (Better double check rne 

on this one. ) 

10 6 interesting tidbit dept: you might want to add the 

follO'...ring: "A University of_Michigan study of 
hypertension 

&&&ass&&~~ni& ranked some 382 census tracts in Detroit 

~y 'stress level'. The highest stress Negro track 

in the city was identified as tract 187, Q& (the 

track immediately adjacent to the blind pig at 

12th and Clairemoun~." (Pers. com.-nunication from 

Prof. E. Harburg, u. Cof Michigan) 

10 16 line 18; should read:"Because of a lack of funds, the 

department is one of the smallest in the nation on a 

per.capita basis~ 
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~ PABE 

10 20· bottom of page; should read: 11 a 23-year-old white 

woman ••• 11 

10· 44-45 This accounts only for 38 certain/ 42 probable 

deaths. What about number 43? Should anything 

be said here about rumors that are still prevale:'.nt 

in Detroit that "hundrecils were killed but their deaths 

were neve:n reported"? 

,. 

' (.; 

https://prevale:'.nt
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO Robert Conot DATE: January 11, 1968 

FROM Roger Waldman YL U) 

SUBJECT: New Brunswick Profile 

In preparing for possible depositions, I ran across the following 
possible discrepancies in the New Brunswick profile. 

1. The profile says small groups of teenagers began breaking 
windows and that then a crowd gathered. Amos' interview indicates 
that a crowd of 200 or 300 teenagers gathered at 10:00 p.m. and 
walked down the street breaking windows. The Seawri\bfs an4 Young 
People interviews give the same version. Lt. Brokaw ertentaally 
confirmed this by stating that all groups converged at 9:00 and 
that window breaking began at 10:00. Per contra, Chief Petrone 
states that between 9:00 and 9:30 reports began to come in that 
windows were being broken and that groups of 15 to 20 were gathering 
on street corners. The FBI report speaks of groups of 50 to 60 teenagers 
breaking windows, but places them in time between 11:00 and 12:20. 

2. The profile says that all persons picked up on the first 
night were released on their own reeognizance or low bail. The 
source of this (via the FRR) is the "New Brunswick Story ," which 
does not mention the size of bail. The public defender stated that 
the bail for one man was $5,000, and that all others were released 
on ROR. 

3. The profile states that the Mayor, the City Connnissioners 
and Negro youths drew up a statement attacking segregation, discrimi­
nation, etc. The source of this fact (via the FRR), the "New Brunswick 
Story," says that the youth drew up the statement and presented it to 
the Mayor and the Commissioners. 

4. The profile states that on the second night the police 
twice wanted to disperse the crowd. There is no evidence of this 
in the record. The first confrontation appears to have been a show 
of force by the police, and the only evidence is that the chief did 
not want to pull the police back. As for the second confrontation, 
that at the police station, there is no indication in the interviews 
or the FRR that the police wanted to disperse the crowd or that they 
were overruled by the Mayor. The only disagreement mentioned is that 
with respect to admission of the crowd to the jail. 

B•y U.S. S1111in1,s Bonds Ret,•larly on the Payroll S1111in1,s Pl11n 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

Mr. David Chambers DATE: January 18, 1968 

Newark Profile 

I saw your memorandum to Bob Conot relaying Bill Smith's 

feeling that the Newark profile was biased. 

Having examined the 275 affidavits made available to 

us by the Newark Legal Services Project, and having been part 

of the Newark field team, I think I am in a position to say 

that the Conot profile was very restrained. If anything, the 

profile has a pro-police bias. 

I would suggest that rather than water down the profile, 

the affidavits be made available to Smith. 

B11y U.S. Sa11in1,s Bonds Re1,11larly on the Payroll Sa11in1,.r Plan l 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

Robert Conot DATE: January 11, 1968 

Roger Waldma°(L.. U) 

Englewood Profiles 

Following are my comments on the Englewood Profile. 

1. The profile lists the first incident as the pelting of 
a fire engine. The transcript (p. 4), and a newspaper recap 
written on October 24 indicate that the first incident was the 
throwing of a rock through Foti's window. 

2. The profile indicates that the response of the youths to 
the arrival of the police was the throwing of rocks through windows, 
windows selected at random. The transcript (pp.•> indicates that 
the primary initial target was the police (The sitrep indicates 
eight officers were injured and six police cars damaged). The windows 
you refer to are on Palisades Avenue, two blocks from the initial 
incident, and thus probably were broken after or possibly at the same 
time as the initial barrage. 

3. The profile states that the police "quickly contained the 
disturbance." The inference is that it was minutes. The October 24 
newspaper recap, however, indicates that the initial incident was at 
9:00 p.m.,that the initial disturbance was contained in a few minutes, 
that the Mayor arrived at 9:30, that police were withdrawn at 9:55, 
and that they were ordered back in at 10:30, met renewed violence, 
and only then achieved control. 

4. The profile indicates abortive attempts against three 
businesses continued for one or two nights. It appears there were 
only two such businesses--Fotis and Sirenos, and the police sitrep 
lists them as being looted as late as July 25, four nights later. 
Further the attempts were hardly abortive. 

5. The profile states that abetted by the authorities, the 
press magnified the nature of these manyfold and lists the sniper 
report as an example. 

I have checked the press reports, and believe the July 25 press 
report of gunfire on the night of July 24-25 is the only exaggeration. 
The exaggeration\ however, was not quite as great as you draw it. 

&y U.S. S1111int,1 Bonds Ret,#la,Jy on the Payroll S1111int,1 Plan-•--
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Investigation did not show that the cross fire had consisted of 
firecrackers. It showed that it consisted partly of firecrackers, 
but Lt. Ryan (see July 24-25 FBI Report), one of the sources of the 
firecracker correction, also maintained that there were some real 
gunshot coming from the park, and Chief Lo Presti and Lt. Clark, the 
other sources (see July 25-26 FBI Report), also stated that gunfire 
came from the park. The exaggeration was that the newspaper reported 
volleys instead of random shots, and even there the paper covered 
itself by reporting a high police official's statement that he believed 
the shots were fired in the air, not at police. 



OP'Tl0NAL - NO, 10MAY--CIM l'PMII (.. CPR) IOl•IIA 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO DATE: January 11, 1968Robert Conot 

FR.OM Roger Waldman ~ UJ 

SUBJECT: Englewood Profile 

Following is a comparative chronology of the Englewood 
disturbance from Saturday, July 22 on: 

July 22 

FBI 
2 Molotov cocktails 
4 fires 
Gunfire from and into park 

Sitrep 
3 stores, 1 tavern damaged 
50-60 firebombs 
10 windows 
5 police cars 
Gunfire reported throughout night 

Newspaper 
7 fires 
Many incidents of rock throwing 
Gunfire 

October 24 Newspaper Article 

As in sitrep, but nothing on gunfire 

July 23 

Sitrep 
Police fired upon 
Police car stoned 
Several molotov cocktails 
Sirenos fired and looted 
Fotis looted 

&y U.S. Saflint,s Bonds Ret,#larly on the Payroll Saflint,s Plan..... 
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FBI 

Fires set 
Activity regarded unconnected 
No group activity 

Newspaper 
Last night routine, only major item a fire. 

Newspaper October 
Firebombs 
Fotis and Sirenos looted 

July 24 

FBI 
No unusual activity 
Firecrackers reported as gunfire 
Fotis market fired. When police responded, were subject 
to shots from park 

Sitrep 
Reports of gunfire 
Blue Moon window broken 
Garage fired 

Newspaper 
Big sniper story 
Headline story--FIRING THREAT TO DISCUSSION 

October 
Gunfire 

July 25 - Mayor on radio 

FBI 
No incidents of racial disturbance (Harrington) 
Food market fired 

Sitrep 
No serious incidents . 
Looting of Fotis 
Report of gunfire 
Sirenos fired 



January 9, 1968 

MEMO FOR ROBERT CONOT 

l!2!!! Research (Moss)~, 

Subject Comments on Chapeer 1 of Draft Report (TABS 2-10) 

~: The folatO'A'ing comments are concerned mainly with 
factual material, not style or presentation (which I think 
is excellent). 

~ PAGE 

3 2 line 1: Tampa police force has 511 men (TAB 21,App.A) 

3 8 line 3: 112!!,_out of every ten ••• " This para. is all 

1960 data. 

3 8 line 18: strike "youth" £ran end of santence. Next 

sentence should read "Fifty-five percent of the Negro 

men in Tampa, and 79 percent of Negro women were 

working in unskilled l)obs. 11 (1960 data) 

4 10 line 15: Cong. Relations office survey identified 

68 injuries. 

5 3 paras 2 and 3 contain 1960 data: should be written 

in past tanse. 

6 2 line S:"for the past 30 years ••• " 

line 8: "Between 1960 and 1967 the 1111 city lost a 

net total of more than 70,000 white residents." 

line 13: In seven years the city switched from 65 

percent white to just over 50 percent Negro and 
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TAB PAGE 

10 percent Peurto Rican and Cuban." 

6 5 line7: "land area of 24 square miles" 

6 5 footnote: I haven't checked the numbers, but 

believe the wording is in errot. Shouldn't i* 

read: "The actual tax rate is $7.76 per$ 100 of 

Assessed value. A guideline of 85.27 percent of 

market value is used in assessing, reducing the 

true tax rate to $6.617 per $100 of market value." 

6& 6 bottan line: it would be more meaningful to compare 

the school enrollment (1967) with a specific year, 

••g., 1957, than with the (undefined) "19so•s". 

6 7 para 2: this para. mixes 1960, and 1967 data: 1960 

data should be qualified in some way to refleet this. 

6 10 line 10: the 20,000 teenagers are the totaipr. and Sr. 

High enrollment in Newark: sane• if not many of 

bhese kids will have summer jobs, be off to fresh 

air camp, or have something to do. The sentence 

should be qualified: as it stands in context, it 

implies that thiere are 20,000 unemployed kids in 
~ 

town. 
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6 M 17 line 13: proper spelling is James Threatt. 

6 24 line 15: should read:"New Jersey National Guard" 

7 4 bottom pg: I'm not sure where this came from: our 

latest estimate for Jersey City (O.E.0.,1966)shows 

only about a 10 percent increase in the Negro population, 

to about 15 percent of total population in the city. 

7 5 line9: 1960 data: should qualify this. 

8 3 top para: I believe the issue was complicated by ~he 

fact that the Republican city council appointed a 

Republican white wanan to fill the seat of the 

transferred Negro Democtat. (Better double check me 

on this one. ) 

10 6 interesting tidbit dept: you might want to add the 

following: "A University of Michigan study of 
hypertension 

aaaaaa&&eaa&a ranked some 382 census tracts in Detroit 

by 'stress level'. The highest stress Negro track 

in the city was identified as tract 187, &a (the 

track immediately adjacent to the blind pig at 

12th and Clairemoun~." (Pers. communication from 

Prof. E. Harburg, U. tof Michigan) 

10 16 line 18: should read:"Because of a lack of funds, the 

department is one of the smallest in the nation on a 

per~apita basis: 
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TAB PASE 

10 20 bottan of page: should read:"a 23-year-old white 

10 

woman••• 11 

44-45 This accounts only for 38 certain/ 42 probable 
---

deaths. What about number 43? Should anything 

be siid here about rumors that are still prevalait 

in Detroit that "hundre•s were killed but their deaths 

were neven reported"? 



SPIVAK 

Tab 1 -- Preface 

Page 31 

Page Sa 

Page 61 

Para. l. "and then au.mmad up, etc." 
the word "then" should be deleted in 
that the baaic three queation• came 
ahead of the 14 apecifica. 

Para. 2. Ra public safety, would it be 
batter, ao that we are not accuaed of 
playing footay about the control of 
riots, to say directly• " ••• have 
aet forth how we believe th• police 
and other forces can beat secure tha 
public safety of our cities." 

And in final sentence, ahould the word 
"only" be added, so as to aaya "We have 
•aid what we believe not only to stop 
riot• but to end injuatice." 

Para. 1. In mention of white and black 
organization ■, should there be more 
specificity, so that readers won't feel 
we're talking only about the NAACP. 

And in final sentence, 2nd para., we 
may be miaunder ■tood in aaying the 
recommendation• probe "no deeper" than, 
would it be bettar to say the reaom­
mendat ion• probe deeply in order to 
reach the problema that remain. Or 
something alae of a positive nature. 
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Tab 2 --

Page 21 

Page 31 

Page 41 

Page 61 

Introduction 

End of para. l. "White• responded with 
mob violence and terrorism.• Shouldn't 
we qualify that? Some whites? or Many 
whites? or At time whitea? or Prequ~y 
white•? 

Para. 2. Talking of "twice federal 
troop• had to be aent into Southern 
atatea to enforce desegregation." We 
ahould ••Y the troop■ .9.£!. sent in, not 
that they had to be, whiah ia a matter 
of judgmmit. And we might also mention 
the uae of u. S. Marshal• in a rather 
severe atruggle to get Negroes admitted 
to the univeraity of Alabama when Govemor 
Wallace barred the way? I don•t recall 
whether troop11 were sent, aa well, but 
I don't believe they were. 

Para. 2. "'l'he ahock of the slaying• 
could not be offeet by the enactment a 
f.w weeks later of the Civil Right• Act 
of 1964." Maybe not, but thi• i• an 
editorial statement which i■ highly 
generalised. Could it not be1 The 
■hock of th••• •laying•, and of other 
violence directed against Negroea and 
aupporter ■ of their right& over the 
years, could not be offaet alone by the 
enactment, etc. Or something like that. 

Para. 3. "'Black Power' now became the 
slogan," etc. Aa Roy Wilkin• said at a 
past meeting, Black Power didn't become 
the alogan until 1966. 

Para. 2. 20 citiea? or 23? 

Para. 3. Analyzed by apecialiata? 
Speciali•t• in what? 
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Tab 7 -

Page 11 

Page 21 

Page 41 

Page Sa 

Northern New Jereey 

End of para. l. At variance 112!!? 

.._ra 1. "Bverywhere there waa the .!!a!. 
inequality• etc. This makes for balanced 
sentence•. but it is absolutely true? 
Or ia it overgeneralized? 

Para. 2. Again. I question use of 
"only" in front of the numbers. 

Para. 3. Ia it a documentable fact 
that it ia the number of parochial 
schools which really have slowed the 
white exodus? 

Top of page. "An old-line political 
machine." fll.ia ia true. but machine 
is a naaty word. How about old-line 
political o;ganization. And as for it• 
giving Negroea little opportunity for 
participation. I would bet they have had 
their share of. ward heelers too. Why 
nota The County in which Jersey City 
is located ia run by an old-line 
political organization in which Negroes 
have had little aignificant influence or 
positions of leaderahip. (Again. if 
we can substantiate it.) 



SPIVAI< 

Tab a -- Plainfield 

Page la 

Page 31 

Page 71 

Page 91 

Page 111 

Page 141 

Next to laat para. "The • • • city 
government ha• failed to realize the 
change in character which the city ha• 
undergone." realize? or respond to? 

Next to laat line. "only 5"1 again 
•only" i■ editorializing. 

Para 2. Waa it really because liquor 
•tore• and taverns were an "unhealthy 
influence" that they were attacked? Or 
was it becau ■e they were owned by whites? 
Or even becau■e some folks wanted booze? 

2nd full para. Waa it really that the 
police were unable to provide protection? 
Or were they unwilling? Or, if we are 
unaure, might we simply aay that the 
fire department stopped reaponding to 
alarms because there was no police pro­
tection. 

6th line from bottom. Do we really need 
"former new■paper boy" to identify the 
Negro? It really is irrelevant. He 
might have been a former ■omathin9 else, 
too, and being a n.w■paper boy had nothing 
to do with hia handing out weapon ■• 

End of lat para. "b.!. believed" -­
Ylviaacker or Hughe ■ ? 
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TU 9 - I• BrypfWick 

110 adverN COIIIMIDt8. 
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Tab 11 -- Statistical Analyses 

Page Ala 

Page Ala 

Page A9a 

Page Alla 

Page C7a 

Page C8a 

Page Clla 

Page ■ Dl thru D61 

Page B2s 

Line 2. Between 60 and 160 disorders 
in the Spring, Summer and Pall. In the 
Preface, page 2, the reference ia to 
"over 50 citi••• in the summer." 
Should we coordinate number ■, or frames 
of reference? 

In liating of Harlem, do we want to 
specify Baat Harlem? 

Bottom of page. Wa ■ there any reply by 
New Jersey police to these charge ■ ? 

Para. Ji "only 13 were considered. 
serious." Strike "only." 

Again, strike the "only" with reapect 
to tear gaa gaaee and th• number of 
citiea. 

Knock out "only" re 3 disorders, and 
re 3 of 17 caaea. 

In "Participant•• p1111agraph, waan't 
Linward Cathcart a counter-rioter 1n 
Plainfield who waa countable among the 
young Negro militant ■ ? 

Thi• entire ■action ha• a peaaimistic 
tone that might get ua in minor trouble. 
It indicates that no matter how much 
force of negotiation there waa, 
rioting enaued or reaumed. The atatiatica 
are there, I agree, but maybe the wording 
might be reviaad to point up the fact 
that the force or the negotiation, as the 
caae may be, i• needed although it does 
not alway■ have the desired effect. 

Bottom. Should we cit• which city was 
unable to au~ply detailed arreat data? 
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Tab 11 - Statistical Analvaea (Continued) 

Page E3a Para . 1 . "Puerto Ricans were involved 
only in 4 diaordars . " It's still, 
perhaps, 4 too many. Can't we eliminate 
the only? Also, after listing Puerto 

-- Ricans and then aaying "other races" it 
would be better, inatead, to say "other 
ethnic groups" or "other ethnic extraction• . " 
Puerto Rican• and Maxican-Ameriaana, i . e ., 
are not races but nationalitiea . 

Page BSs Para 2 • "The sex of 31 arrestee• . . • 
waa Wldetermined . " I would make that 
"not atated" or "not recorded . " 

Page E6: In "Employment Statue" paragraph -- since 
such large percentages liat themaelvea 
as employed -- but aince joba 1• con­
sidered such a key iaaue -- it might be 
noted that the tvpe of employment, or 
duration, or wage seal•• was not recorded . 
Otherwiae, a etatiatiaal paragraph like 
this could be held up as a partial 
refutation of the theory that more ghetto 
jobs are needed to curb rioting . 

Page E81 Bottom of page . The reference to 36 
hours change• quiaJc.J.y to 48 houra . 

Page P2s Re Newark and the media, might we say 
that in at leaat one documented case 
New XPE6 or network "tV urged the ?legro 
youth to throw a rock . 

Page 1'31 Re the UPI Atlanta atory, something aae..u1 
to have been left out, in re the hit and 
run guerrilla tactics. 
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Tab 11 -- stati1tica1 Analy••• (Continued) 

Page Hl6a 

Page I3a 

Pagea J4 and JSs 

Para. 2 • "There ia • • • a widely held 
view that Negroea are lasy, shiftless, 
etc." The fact that thia vlew exiata 
widely may be denied by many. Could we 
not say instead that there baa been built 
up, in this country, a 9aricature of the 
Negro as a lazy, etc. 

I'm not challenging it, but am curious. 
Has Mayor Maier been in offica 7 years 
or more, as next to laat paragraph sns? 

In paragraph• listing Negro grievances, 
use of the word "the" in auch thing• as 
"the abuse of persona" indicate• we are 
charging that thia ia true. HoW about 
adding the word "alleged" or aaying 
complaints of" as on p. JS, or simply 
eliminating the "the.'' The same applies 
on pp. J6, J7, JS, J9, and JlO, especially 
on the latter page with reapect to 
raciam. Alao, pp. fl2 and Jl5. Thi• ia 
handled batter on p. Jl4, with reference 
to "the belief that" etc. 



SPIVAK 

Tab 3 -- Tampa 

Page 71 

Page 9s 

La ■t para. "Negroea ••• had no one to 
repre ■ent them in po ■ ition• of policy or 
power, and no on• to whom to appeal for 
redraaa of griavanaea." Shouldn't this 
be 1 • • • had no one 2,f thtir qwn race 
to repreHnt them in po ■ itiona of policy 
or power, and no Negro official• to whom 
to appeal for redre•• of grievance■ • 
(Otherwise, it could be said that the 
Negroes, like th• white ■, were repreaented 
by the regular officials and could carry 
appeals to them.) 

End of para. 2. "the only firebug■ 
caught." Were they actually firebugs? 
We don't aay that they actually aet any 
fir••· Bow about potential firebug ■ ? 

Bnd of para. 3. Re reference to Molotov 
cocktails, sine• there are various 
reference• throughout the report to 
theae, would it be in order to have a 
footnote here daacribin9 what a Molotov 
cocktail actually ia? 



SPIVAK 

Tab 4 - Cincinnati 

Page 31 

Pages 8 and 91 

Page 9a 

Para. 1. We may run into trouble -
and I seem to recall that we already 
may have with Mr. McCulloch -- over 
the deacription of Cincinnati's elective 
process, the reference to "only" one 
Negro councilman, and the reference to 
election of a white mayor. The Congress­
man did not ahara the writer's concern 
about some of these matters. 

We seem to imply that the mayor ahould 
have met with the militant (bottom of 
p. 8). Should we make such a judgment 
at this :,place in the report? And 
didn't Kriegel indicate that quite 
posaibly a mayor ought .ll2£ to have gone 
to such a meeting? 

1st full para. "Aa in many other cities, 
municipal officials, whose contracts 
were generally vith the amall parcentage 
of middle-ala•• Negro••• appeared not to 
realiH the danger presented by the pent­
up fruatration• of a ghetto population 
mired in poverty." Incontrovertible, 
but are we ready to name the "many other 
citiea" if cbal.lenged? And ia it a case 
of not realizing or not re•pondinq. 

The word "only" is often a judgemental, 
editorial word. It ahould be eliminated 
on the laat line of thia page (only 11 
fires), and poaaibly alao on the top 
line of page 10 and in the laat paragraph 
of page 10 with regard to injuries. 



SPIVAK 

Tabs -- Atlant• 

Page la 

Page 21 

We make a point of SNCC's home baae 
being Atlanta without -- at this atage 
havin9 recorded for po•terity anything 
about the organiaation or its importance 
or lack of it. Perhapa a footnote here, 
and at prior reference to Rap Brown, 
referring the reader to •ubaequent 
chapter on organization•, might be in 
order. 

Say• Atlanta baa 85 Negro police 
officers. Page 8 ha• .2Q.Q,, police officer ■ 
on hand at riot scene and several ahots 
fired "from police ranks, which con­
slated mo•tly of Magro officera. 11 Which 
1• it? 

https://officera.11


SPIVAK 

'l'ab 6 -- sewark 

Page ls 

Page• 2 and 31 

Page 4s 

Para. 2. Can we back up th• "growing 
oppoaition to Mayor Hugh Addoni&ion'• 
.Administration" •• a peraonal matter, 
involving him apecifically? Or can we 
drop hi• name at thia point and bring it 
in on page 3, para. 27 If we are going 
to single out a political figure in 
thia way, we had. better document it. 

Para. 2, 2nd aentence. Was it really 
becauae of tenaion that Jtelly called 
the meeting? Or was it bec!au•• of general 
concern over a long, hot summer? 

Final aentence. Ia it accurate that 
"nowhere did the city adminiatration 
seem lesa awareN of tenaion? If this 
aentence refer• only to northern New 
Jeraey, it ia vague. If it ia a national 
reference, waan•t Mayor Lee unaware of 
tenaion? Mayor Cavanagh? 

A queation may be raised as to why, if 
Negro conatituents and their white 
Councilmen ware on Oppoeite side• (top 
of p. l) the Negroea didn't vote the 
raacal• out of office. 

Also, in the police reference at bottom 
of page and extending into page 4, thia 
probably ia handled okay. But you may 
want to take another look as to whether 
the Sona of Italy nay raiae hell about 
our iaplying that even "a minority" 
of their paiaanoa are aadiats. 

Laat para. Thia could be interpreted. as 
snide, in that perhapa "no complaint was 
ever heard of again" becauae no one' a 
civil rights technically were violated. 
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Tab 6 -- Newark (Continued) 

Page 71 

Page lOa 

Page 12a 

Page 1S& 

Page 161 

Page 20a 

Para 2, last sentence. "Residents 
frequently diacu••ed the problem of 
organized crime and the influence of the 
Mafia upon the life of the city." How 
are we ■o aure about a general reference 
to what re•identa of the ghetto frequently 
diacuaaed? Which raaidenta? How many? 

The writing here seems to be jumpy. Waa 
aomething left out? 

Mid-page. "sores f eatering. " Aa ide 
from being a cliche, ian't this a bit 
overemotional? 

4th line from bottom. "World War I 
helmets." Thia should be World War I 
~ helmets. We don• t know that they 
actually ware left over from the Great 
war. 

Para 2. "Other obaerver• reported that 
the Mayor seemed unaware of the Mriouaness 
of the tenaiona." Again, can we document 
our charge againat the Mayor? Must we 
leave it with unnan.d "obeervara? 11 Are 
there any quot•• from Addoni&io hi.pelf, 
in hi• testimony or in hi• interview with 
our staffer•, which might either bear 
thia our or at least balance the charge. 

lat full para. "Th• Governor decreed a 
'hard line' in putting down the riot. He 
refuaed to see local Negro leader• ••• 
until Saturday morning." Whose quote 
ia "hard line"? This paragraph impliea 
cras•n••• and cruelty on the part_ -f 
Governor Hugh••. Again, can we document 
it, or at least balance it -- beyond the 
final sentence quoting a state aide aa 
nying the meeting• were too late to do 
any good. 
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SPIVAK 

Tab 6 -- Newark 

Page 29a 

(Continued) 

The atoxy about the men having their 
parcel• kicked open i• a touchin9 one, 
eapecially with the Vi•tnam veteran 
involved. But the quaation atill re­
main•• were they looting, or weren't 
they? We imply that th• cop• were 
beaata without really nailln9 down the 
innocence (and I assume they were innocent) 
of the Jlegroaa. 



SPIVAK 

Tab 10 -- Detroit 

Page 4a 

Page 61 

Page 121 

Page 131 

Lin• 5. In a government report, do we 
want to uaa the word Npimp• or do we 
want to ny "procurer"? I suppose 
either i• all right, but it's worth 
considering. 

Maybe, in line 10, the "only" ia okay. 
It' ■ only that I have an averaion to 
word• like only, every, everywhere, 
and all, where they can't be backed up. 

Para. l. "There was even talk of aaking 
for Pederal help.• Since this is one 
of the moat controversial areaa, in toto, 
of the 1967 riot picture, we had better 
be careful in every detail. ~ did the 
talking about aaking for Federal help? 
Who raiaed the idea? Who agreed, etc.? 
And~ expreaaed concern about the lack 
of Negroes on the State Polloe force? 

Para. 3. •Although not yet deteriorated 
to the point of Newark, Detroit, like 
Newark, was loaing population." Do 
we really want to aay deterioratfd? Or 
would hard-pr•••!4 or some other word be 
more appropriate? 

Para. 2. "The strong union atructure 
had created ideal condition• for the 
working man• etc. The word ideal may 
be too strong or at leaat too all­
encompa ■ aing hare. What about relatively 
ideal, or outatandin9, or excellent, or 
relatively good -- and for many or moat 
working men, rather than .W,1111We>rkin9 man 
in toto. 
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Tab 10 Detroit 

Page 131 

Page 141 

Page 161 

Page 18, 

(Continued) 

Bottom of page. I am aure the reference 
to apprenticeship training i• true, and 
I personally think it should stay in 
there. But I point to it as a potential 
hot potato (i.e., the Meany-Mccurdy 
exchange over thi• very iaaue at a 
Comniaaion hearing.) 

lat full para. R.e the high achool 
diploma ■, i• it that they~ regarded, 
or often were regarded aa le ■ a than valid? 

Last para. " ••• the Negro population 
was still under-repreaented." Do we 
mean proportionat•ly under-represented? 
And here -- aa in other places where 
this spectre ia raised -- will we be 
subject to challenge as sugge ■ ting that 
there should be proportionate repreaenta­
tion, i.e., that 15 percent of Congress 
ahould be Negro, 15 percent of the 
cabinet, etc. Thia sounds like the ayatem 
of Cyprus~ 

Line 3. Does the "heat of the afternoon" 
have anything to do with apread of the 
fire? 

Para 2. By "resident•" do we refer to 
Negro residents, or white, or both? 

Para. 2. ,. When Governor Romney flew 
over the area that evening, it appeared 
to him the city had been bombed." can 
we quote 8omney inatead of paraphraaing? 
I say this because (though I think I 
remember Romney'• being quoted publicly 
on thia) he can be alippery at times and 
we cannot let. him accuse ua of brainwash­
ing him. 



SPIVAK 

Tab 10 - Detroit (Continued) 

Page 181 

Page ■ 18 and 191 

Page 201 

Page 221 

Alao, in thia aame paragraph, ■bou14 
we not say bow and when, and undar what 
circwutance ■ Rollney arrived at the 
ecene? Waa be allked by Cavanagh? Did 
be arrive lDMpendently? What did he 
do beaidea fly over the city? (All of 
thia, I assume, 1• in hi ■ teatimony to 
the C011111iaaion.) 

Doe• the long quote overlapping these 
two page• raiae a far-out poaail::>ility 
of illlpl.yin9 our an advocaay of "true 
revolt• rather than looting, eta. Doe■ 
thi• make the 'l'rue Revolter come out as 
Mr. Hice CJuy? 

Para 1. "Shortly before lllidnlght the 
Governor dec:lare4 a atate of public 
-rgency.• Do we bave hi• ~tion? 
Did he dolt at hia own lnltiative? At 
Cavanagh•• requ-t? What 414 aa.mey aay? 
Where was Boaney when he 414 it? I f!9,l 
1trong1y tb•t n eben14 pail 4mm anything 
YI HY about 8srt1Y« to VRW fYIP t;bt
p,•t paipor qyaftlqn• 1at1r. 

Line 1. A cue ball? Or an or4in.u:y 
billiard ball? 

Bottom of page. The iaplicat i on here 
ia that J:»y 2100 •••• MoncSay, Cavanagh 
and llcmney "had decided to uk for: Pederal 
aaaiatance" - but that the Mayor 4ldn't 
call Bubert Bumph'IC'9y until 11100 P•••• 21 
hour• later. 1¥J§ IS <111 Of 1i'/II MQST 
SDSITIYI ISSUBS DJ ZII MPOllT -- AU . 
',l'HM' IS WPII '1'Q POI Yl M A MSCQRdI+G 
SJ:UCAJe IS§YI <a %11 IMT Ar AI& §Jpgs 
INYOJ,YIP - AW2 Ml' D A0' TA II Cl:BMr::CZ' 
II MX'fflJF MIP NQJZ Z'U BOtlllX TIMI:. 
TP:llel2 A lQO'l'BOD SAYJIJG THAT PITAlk3 ABB 
m l9Bffl IJi ffll DA MPABT IS sm M<QilI, 
AHi> n rn - ACCUIIID OJ DUCKIJG A cgr­
TROVBRSIAL ISSUS. We don• t have to 
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SPIVAK 

Tab 10 --

Page 23a 

Detroit (Continued) 

aettle -- or pretend to aettle - the 
iaaue. But we MUST BE PRBCISB. Thi• 
is handled all right on page 23, as tar 
as atyl• ia conc:emed, but with some 
exceptions which X will note. 

Kid-page. "local fora••" unable to 
handle the situation? or local and state 
forces? 

Next to laat para. "He (Romney) and the 
mayor decided to reevaluate the need for 
federal troopa." My impreaaion ia that 
cavanagh aaya he never faltered or re­
evaluated -- and I think Romney claimed 
aomathing like this in his teati.mony too, 
though at hia press conference on the 
night involved ha was quoted otherwise. 

liaat para. "Contact between Detroit and 
Waahington waa naintained throughout the 
early 110min9 houra." I thought that 
contact broke down - at 1-•t between 
Romney and Washington. I'm not at all 
sure about thia, but in any event, if 
contact~ maintained, who waa in eon­
tact with whom? 

Linea 3 and 4. We kind of gloaa over 
the re-requaat for troopa -- a highly 
controveraial isaue. And we note a ti.me 
for arrival of Vance and Throckmorton at 
Selfridge APB, but not for the arrival of 
the paratroopa, or how many, etg. 



SPIVAK 

Tab 10 --

Page 251 

Page 261 

Page 271 

Page 32: 

Page 33s 

Page 341 

- 5 -

Detroit (Continued) 

Bottom of page. Ia there any document ary 
backup that can be cited for the whit• 
man ehOtCJUM1in9 Edmond• to death? I• 
our statement baaed on wltneeaea? On 
official police record•? On what? 

Lin• 3. You might smooth this out by 
nying the officer■ fired their shotgun■ 
three time ■, rather than three ahota from 
their ehotguna. (aporte fans might 
ecoff) And do we know llhat finally 
happened to the two women, after they 
were in the boGpital week ■ later? Thia 
ia left dan9lin9. 

Kid-page. "'l'he young trooper■ could not 
be expected to know what a dan~r they 
were creating,• etc. Y•• they could be 
expected to know. It would be more accurate 
to aay that the young trooper• did not 
pow etc. 

Mid-page. Do we want to call it an air 
of normalcy or of norm,ality. 

Para. l. l don't ahallenve the eftective­
n••• of th• Pederal troopa. But i• it 
true,•• I have heard claimed. that they 
were aaaigned to the leaat volatile area 
anyway? And in the ■econd paragraph, do 
we n"d "only" with respect to the 201 
rounda? 

Line 6. Again, normalcy or nopylitv? 
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Tab 10 -- Detroit (Continued) 

Page 40s 

Page 41, 

Page 421 

Page 441 

Para. 2. "Dozens of caaes of police 
brutality emanated from the station" 
etc. Perhaps our depoaitions now will 
back this up. But -- to avoid being 
accused of making wild, unaubatantiatad 
(at leaat on the aurface) charge•, 
couldn 1 t we juat •• well aay that dozens 
of caaea of alleged police brutality 
or dozens of charge• of police brutality, 
etc. , emanated. · 

Para. 2. The charge of indi110riminate 
ahooting by police and guardaman is a 
highly general one. Can it be backed 
up by example or by footnote or even by 
saying that witneaaes said thia. 

2nd full para. There ia a flat assertion 
hare that three youths were "ahotgunned 
to death by police officer ■ in the Algiers 
Motel." Sine• this aaae i• atill pending, 
shouldn't we say they were ahot9UDned to 
death, allegedly by police officers, or 
were described as having been shotgunned 
to death by police officers. Anything t o 
soften this and not seem to be making 
accusation• that could jeopardiae the 
procaaaea of justice. 

Bottom of page. 'l'o clarify the bottom 
line, so it doean't look like 20 or 21 
police officers were killed, ahould we 
not say that Action ■ by police officers 
accounted for 20, and very like, 21 of 
the deaths -- rather than the officers 
accounting for them. 
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Changes in Englewood Profile 

Page 1-87. After the first sentence of the third 
paragraph, a sentence should be added to reflect the fact 
that in the week immediately preceding the riot, there 
were very strong rumors that a disturbance would break 
out on Friday, July 21. 

Page 1-89. The paragraph at the top of the page 
indicates that the police returned to guard firemen who 
were putting out two small fires. Lieutenant Ryan's 
testimony (9) indicates that the police responded to the 
report that Molotov cocktails were being thrown at Sireno's 
and Foti's Market. The police report says the same thing. 

On the same page, the second sentence of the second 
paragraph indicates that a scuffle broke out between the 
officers and a number of persons. This scuffle occurred 
earlier in the evening, when the police reported the first 
time. (Clark, page 34) The sentence should be deleted and 
either placed in its proper sequence or left out altogether. 
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t .o the Greek Stand, a hangout for kids, where, he discovered, plans 

were being formulated for the throwing of rocks and molotov cock­

tails that evening. Coach Williams began to talk to them; began 

to attempt to convince them that protest could take responsible 

forms. 

In another part of the ~ity a physician and an attorney, 

both Negroes, began similarly to attempt to turn the youths ' into 

constructive behavior. The idea of a Youth Patrol, which would 

take over responsibility from police for patrolling the trouble 

area, was formulated. White armbands -- and later white hats 

were chosen for the purpose of identification. Sheriff Bea~d de­

cided to take a chance on the White Hat Patrol. 

During the next twenty-four hours 126 youths, some of whom 

had participated in the riot, were ~ecruited into the patrol. Of 

the leaders, four-fifths were high school dropouts. 

On Wednesday, the inquiry into the death of Martin Chambers 

was concluded. Upon the verdict that the officer had fired the shot 

justifiably and in the line of duty, apprehension rose that trouble 

would erupt again. Nevertheless, despite the fact that the verdict was 

was not to their liking, the White Hats continued to keep order. 

On Monday, June 12th, while Tampa was still smoldering, dis­

content .erupted in Cincinnati, 940 miles to the north. The issue 

there, too, was a killing. 

-14-
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In the summer of 1967 a former second-string football 
~du,· . 

player~ rt Geroid Brown1 threatened .America with 

destruction. 

"We JiW•tt.America up and we can burn it down," he 

shouted in city after city. , How was it f ·; l e that a 

nation IR!i~ during the course of the past two decades, had 

concerned itself more with the equality of m its minorities 

than ever before, could have simultaneously engendered a 

"Rap\( Brown"?~ as : ..£2Lb:} ~ l 1 tJ iwn. ~Rxi:x 

In 1954 the United States Supreme Court, in the case 

of Topeka vs Brown had ruled that separate but equal facil­
1 

ities are inherently unequal1 and that schools would have to 

be desegregated with all deliuerate speed. e~-Beeeffleer-¼-e~­

¼955-a-Negre-ee-

On December 1 f' 1955 a Negro seamstress named Rosa 

Parks! was arrested when she refused to give up her seat to 

a white man on a Montgomery, Alabama bus. When the news 

spread through the communit~ a young Negro minister named 

Martin Luther King, Jr. I organized a boycott of the bus linel~ 

It was the first implementation of the doctrine of non­

violence in the civil rights struggle. It demonstrated to 

Negroes that, as a people, they had power that they lacked as 

individuals. As the case slowly wended its way x through the 

courts, they stood firm despite intimidation, threats of 

violence1and use of violence by whites. Houses in the Negro 

section were shot at and bombed. Only the will of Dr. King 

prevented Negroes from retaliating to violence with violence. 

w-,,IJ i!Ji:41iia ilaN&; the Supreme Court of the 
I 

United States, 12 months later, rules segregation ~ public 

facilities unconstitutional, a significant change was in the 



process of taking place in relations between the races. 

As ruling after ruling of the Supreme Court placed Federal 

Law and the Negro side by side, the civil rights drive 
A... N~'l.-0 

gained legality and statuf e· As the /~ aw that by unity he 

could obtain ._ power..) lt& l : Jc 1 :l 1 • a11 i. 1t ■ Ylii i::a J , I t 
----LL.. 

H 1 ■ acquired both self-respect and militancy. b 

p a Negro jani~or in Montgomery told a reporter: 
~ 

"We got our head up now, and we won't ever bow down again 

no, sir -- except before God!" 

.. "'-Rap Brown was a ten-year old in Baton Rouge%, 

Louisiana when the Supreme Court delivered its rulingx lDlll 

on integration of the school$, Yet, during the next ten 

years / the schools he attended were totally segregated. The 

son of an oil refinery laborer and a dietician, Brown, like 

his older brother and sister, attended the high school af­

filiated with Southern University in Baton Rouge. Like his 

k older brother and sister, he went on to the university. 

~ n 1960 he was a high school senior, considered by his 

teachers to be introspective and quiet, yet very much oriented 

toward the struggle for 

hen students at Southern University organized a sit-in 
Cl.N\.., 

at lunch counters K ,n ~R ■ 1:i!t!:1 in o• i• attempt to integrate 

them, !rown's brother was one of the leaders. In order to end 

the demonstration, Louisiana State authorities threatened to 

cut off funds for the university unless the demonstrations were 

curbed. LTh: president of the university, a Negro, capitulated. 

Several students were expelled. In protest, scores of others, 

including Rap Brown's brother, transferred elsewhere. Ra~ Rap 
Cl..tt~ 

Brown, himself, however, s w ye i in Southern University until 

1963, when he became a coordinator in Alabama for the Student 

Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). 



SNCC had been formed in Atlanta in 1960 under the 

aegis of Dr. King in order to coordinate the activities of 

various cMl rights organizations. It had at its inception" 

been firmly committed to the doctrine of non-violence) and 

the goal of integration. Many of its workers were white. 

Yet the winds of change that kaa had been expected to blow 

KEBX across the nation were not blowing. In the South there 

were hardly more Negro children in white schools than ten 

years previously. Elsewhere the principal effect of inte­

gration was to turn all-white schools into all-black schools. 

[~;n~ t~~:;:tr , ~fslrtir~~d, demonstrators 

were beaten and jailed) and civil rights workers were abducted 
M~~ t e,;.v;f t1-i_r_-lf:J ,:r~J-.yd,-~

and murdered. ~ - 3 r4l:it & ~rJeer , a -ctempting to opl!l!ate 

within the framwwork of the nation's laws, were jailed and 

prosecuted with impuJ nity by those who opposed s1.t-z: laws. 

As more and more of the workers suffered serious 

injuries and death} and little was changed as a result, more 

and more began to look upon the doctrine of non-violence as 

fallacious. MOre and more began to believe that in a icon­

frontation between moral persuasion and violence, violence 

would be the victor. The turning point was reache~ 

The most massive demonstrations the South had seen 

began in Birmingham, Alabama. The white response was a 

series of bombings that inflamed Negroes. Retaliation against 

whites in the form of rock-throwing and burning of white-owned 

property began. A series of bloody battles were fought with 
Cf'k~ '1"'ri tbe au·et of 

- the polic~ ~he ~m~eee+i&-caMe one Sunday morningx .!s a 

group of Negro children sat in Sunday /chool? a bomb exploded 

beneath the church. Four young girls were killed. No one was 

ever tried for the murders. The sacrifice had achieved 



( 0,.·. ~ 

virtually nothing. Birmingham remained as white supremacist 

as ever. 1Yet , all over the nation Birmingham had forged a 

bond among Negroes. Psychologically they had marched with 

the marchers, suffered with the injure':,) and become more and 

more embittered at the authorities. 

In the November, 1965 issue of the Michigan Law R,E!vieW15 

the Honorable George Edwards, Judge of the United States Court 

of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, and former Police Com­

missioner... of Detroit, wrote: "Episodes like those exper-

~ ienced ~ Birmingham and Selma, Alabama, in Oxford and 

Neshoba County, Mississippi, add to the police problems in 

every section of the country. 

In the April, 1965 issue of the "Liberator," the 

organ of the militants, the disaffection had grown to the 

extent that a writer declared: "Either black people will 

be destroyed or the white American Government will be 

destroyed. It is a life or death struggle. This fu~ r 

illustrates that we have only one alternative: Unitel for 

self-defense warfare now, or perish!" 

Four months later, in August,a combination of hap­

hazard &fte ~~•e~••ee circumstances plunged Los Angeles 

into the bloodiest American domestic turmoil in two decades. 

Within a period of two days, with virtually no organization, 

and relatively little effort, Negroes overwhelmed the police 

and infused the fibers of the nation's third largest city 

with fear. Negroes everywhere seized upon the riot as a 

demonsration that ~lack Power was both viable and practical. 

The April 22, 1966 issue of the Black Muslim news­

paper, "Muhammed Speaks," headlined "Coming: Bloody Conflicts 

in the Cities~ " The xke:se:i thesis of the article was that, 

as major American cities attained a black majority, "The 



white power structure will not'willingly' yield to the 

democratic concept of ill 'majority rule.'" 

By the spring of 1967, Stokely Carmichael and"Rap~ 

Brown were saying that "You can't turn your back on 

violence, because you can't live in America if you're 

black and be non-violent." Proclaiming ever-more stridently 

that i: America was conducting "genocide" against the black 

man, they were themselves in the process of killing SNCC. 

Its white supporters had either been expelled or/8~~erted. 

Its supply of funds was rapidly drying up. Only if 

Carmichael and Brown could/~~Wijt~iReiili1~ite America that 
,,,I 

axxaxi a revolution was in the making and Black America 

that white America would respond to black grievances with 

a policy of suppression and violence, could they hope that 

their words would be heeded by the masses ; that they 

themselves iould attain the stature of leaders. trapee 
had been baited and set. The question remained, would it 

be sprung? 
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In Tampa the temperature had reached 94 degrees. 

A humid wind ruffled the bay wne~e thousands of persons 

had watched the hydroplane races. Since early abEning 

the ,olice Department'SSelective Enforcement Unit, designed 

as a riot control squad, had been employed to keep order. 

At 5:30 P.M.) a block from the waterfrontJ a photo supply 

warehouse was broken into. Forty-five minutes later, as 

gathering clouds were shadowing the sun, two police o·f f icers 

spotted three Negro youths as they walked near the State 

Building. As the youths spotted the office~they ducked 

into an alley. The officers gave chase. As they ran)the 

suspects left a trail of J'hotographic equipment-" scattered 
6 

~~ ~i~ ,
from the yellow paper bags/ - ta 

The officers~liltted a general broadcast over the 

police radio. As other officers arrived on the sceneJ a 

dangerous game of hide and seek began through and around 
~ 

the streets, houses; and alleys of the neighborhood. I& 

Negro residents of the area adjacent to the Central Village 

Housing Project became aware of the chaseJ they began to 

participate. Some attempted to help the officers in loca­

ting the suspects. ~c. Oates, one of the 17 Negroes on 

the 500-man Tampa police force, spotted 19-year old Martin 
'--bw: -tl> ~ u>aj~ f'J~ 

Chamber~lwriggling away from him beneath one of the houses. 

Oates called for Chambers to come out and surrender. 

Ignoring him, Chambers emerged in a running crouch from the 

opposite side of the house. A white officer, J. L. Calvert, 

took up the pursuit. ••x 
Pursuing Calvert, in turn, were three M•~x•x¥••*iul 

¥■•R~xM•~x•••~•s*•*• young Negroes, all spectators. Behind 
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one of the houses a high cyclone fence created a two-foot 

wide alley,- 1 r · g :eo•a twenty-five feet ~ ~~ • 
Yk. fu~.1. 

As Chambers darted along ib#:)jgth, Officer Calvert 
~~ -le 

rounded the corner of the house, at yelled~ him to halt. 

Chambers ignored him)C Calvert, who had flunked his last 

marksmanship test, raised art I r ■ ii 1i his .38 revolver 
~ <11tJ.. 

and fired. Chambers,~,.., J ii er slug entering his bac~ 

passing completely through his body, raised his hands over 

his head, · clutched at the cyclone fence, and requested to 

be taken to a hospital. 

~k■XXD■~•~xm■aJUix8ffxK■XX2DJraXX¥X• ■■%K~ 

Ccc;-, wpee ttc;ra•e, the three youths running behind 
~<~ SO~P ~ 

Officer CalvertA'assumed Chambers had been shot,\fti bl 1 
_J . i>, w-1.ic ~ ~ § 4=2 <£,?.,, . 
vru.- positi"O"nJ ~r quickly spread through the neighborhood 

that a white police officer had shot a Negro youth who had 

had his hands over his head and was trying to surrender. 
-r&- "I/.... r ,,,,.,c1o Sec.,..~ 

~'\aa•h ■ nyl &ft ambulance wae aal1 ■ i n became lost on 

the way.illali £s minute~ folloring minute-4 stretched into a 

quarter hour and then beyond, the ever-gathering crowd 

viewing the bloog,,DuJ•i 3 fia • tbs critically injured 

youth# became ever-more belligerent. 

Finally, the Reverend M. L. Newman told police they'd 

better get the boy out of therex _., Officer Oates loaded 
Q~~ 
-- into his car and drove him to the hospital. He died 

shortly thereafter. 

As officers were leaving the scene, the storm broke. 

Beneath the pelting rain the spectators scattered. When an 

offieer went back to check the area he found no one on the 

streets. 

A few minutes after 7:00 p.m. the Selective Enforce­

ment Unit, tired and sun-parched, reported in from the taces. 
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A half hour later a report was received that 500 persons 

were gathering. A police car was sent into the area to 

check the report. The officers could find no one. The 

men of the Selected Enforcement Unit were told to go home. 

The men in the scout car, had not, however, penetrated 

into the Central Village Housing aomplex .· where, as the 

rain ended, hundreds of persons llllS'poured from the apart-

ments, ~t least half of them were teenagers and youths. 
-- ~ 

As they began to mill about, old grievances ) ~real and 

imagined, were resurrected! p'iscriminatory practices of 

local stores, advantages taken by white men of Negro girls, 

the kicking in the face of a Negro by a white man, the 

lack of recreation facilities, the blackballing of two 

Negro high schools by the Athletic Conference, t:he shooting 

of two \Negro youth~andc* ffed\ t13 1 1 by a police officer. 

When Officer Oates returned to the area it was 

with teenagers and young adults. 

Attempting to convince them to disperse of their own accord, 

he assured them a complete investigation would be made into 

the shooting. He believed himself to be making headway 

when an hysterical girl appeared, >11•2zt g I 11 Is way ao,J It t , : 

crying that the police had killed her brother. Her 

appearance galvanized the crowdp xaa Rocks were thrown~ 
~!\\~ ~.... " 

~_golice cao • I L dvllk: e into the area .,.. stoned. The 
;,.;,-

police, relying on a previous experience, when, after 

withdrawal of their units,the crowd had dispersed dd•Y•l!B 
.) 

.eco2a., decided to send no more patrol cars ~o the 

M I V\U.~~ -
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E!-7 

This time the maneuver did not work. From nearby bars 

and tawdry night spots patrons joined the throng~ a window 
-;. 

was smashed~ haphazard looting began. As fluid bands 
~ 

moved down the Central Avenue business district, those 

stores whose proprietors were particularly disliked, were 

singled out. A grocery store, a liquor store, a restaurant 
~ . 
... hit. The firet fire was set. Bas 

Because of the dismissal of the Selected Enforcement 

Unit, and the lack of accurate intelligence information, the 

police department was slow to react. Although Sheriff 

Malcolm Beard of Hillsborough County was in contact with 

the Deparmment throughout the evening, it was not until 

approximately 11:00 p.m. that a request for deputies was 

made to him. 

~ fpproximately the same time the recal~ waiel\ l\aJ been 

issued earlier by the/olice~epartment, began to show 
~t" ........,.o-A. ~ 

results~ 1 Ls 11:30 p.m. officers be!J•n 1111c:fm9 into the 
~ I 

'--'-
area)(~t_bY this tim7 - engulfed 9' a full-fledged /tio~~ 

~iakp h~~Lighted by the flames of burning buildings) ·..t.k"~ 

bxzkaxs&xixskixlliskxi2~xtixax■fx■ffis•x•x-Ka■x■■J1J1 

Falling power lines whipped sparks about tt~·--~ca·iE!z~s 

oi the l iLn eked 0 11£ ate!, ar the skirmish line of officers ~ .J 
-r-A.. l:n·J ----~ t,1> ~~, ~.,-t...:,~

moved down the street. el ■ F-ed allErnaaxfx-
~ cl,u~~Q\:::'tl,_-

zt. JS a from theJhousing projectx _!lie officers did not 
?-

return the fire. 

It aas announced over a public address system that 

anyone caught armed would be shot~ !:,he firing ceased. 

Then, and throughout the succeeding two days, law en­

forcement officers refrained from the use of firearms. 
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No officer, nor any civilian)suffered a gunshot wound 

during the riot. 

Relu1ntag from BL. Pctc~a young white couple, 

~ :iving along the expressway~ startl ed by the fire~ 
'Tuc.i ~ i.~ ~ ~--

Ii a · 7 J ~o in\P'estigate) llllli~ook the off-ramp right into 

the midst of the riotX .t,he car was swarmed over le 1sal8 jts 

• we,,.t..- 1 c.:O.
windows Ashattered,c t. :. was dragged alt into the street. 

Ae-he-emergee-~rem-a-har7-JT-€T7-a-¼9-year-e¼a-Negre 
I 

¼ay-en-~he-gre~ft&T 

As he emerged from a baril&iiicRe had spent the 
J: e...l 

evening, 19-year old ~-ss ~&mpJelr, a Negro fruit-picker 

from Arkansas, was as surprised by the riot as Mr. and 
~\A.~t-~45~~ ~ 

Mrs. C. D. Cat:e:hing ight of ti a~ away at Ute 

white JUR aRd the<\~~m9 wgmaR :trai;,pea inside the Mercury 
·\r.~ic"-,.,...., ila~",,_ ~~~:k. 

stationwagonA•z■■ hei tewarr ■ i 7.nterposed 
~ ,4-,,, w ·1"\'L. 

himself between bl rand the mobk 

, 'ehsn •e she was able to drive off, elld1J1../ 

and beer cans smashing a~indow~ ushed through to 
~ 

where the white man laY-i(alli ~ ithA}loots and jeers of rioting 

youths ringing in his ears*~ed him~ also)to escape. 
<l..~. 

By one 6flll&• police officers and sheriff's deputies 

had surrounded and blocked off an area several blocks s11p1 

square~ 1iremen enter:'rm:? a•e~ to ext~nguish the flames 

~~~uwhi J d to several other establishments from the 

three businesses in which they had/ originally/ been set. 
e~-~~...t... w-e- l>~ '1.t.-~ \.....'h,·\<-k, 

No resistance was met)(ana a aalf :heuz later law enforee~ 

meR:t personnel had .teestablishea eeR:t:ol. 

Because of the absence of the Chief of Police, €c,\)(.'l."'3\/ e~ 'Ki~ 

in charge of the combined forces 

kor the next twelve hours the 
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-h.~,w-,A.._
situation remained quiet but tense. Rumors waca as 

abundant as flies in a stable. By the afternoon of 

Monday, June 12, the sheriffs and police' forces 

had both been fully committed~ ,lhe men were tired" 

there were none in reserve. 
Z-

As a precautionary measure the Sheriff decided 

to request that a contingent: of the National Guard 

be made availablefto the city. 
W' l'L,__ 

Late~~~ afternoon Mayor Nick Nuccio and 

Governor Claude Kirk/ met with the residents of the 

Central Park Village area. It was a tense meeting, 

charged with hostility/ in which •bua•x every speaker, 

both white and Negro, was booed and hissed. Although 

there had been no massive resistance to the integration 

of schools and facilities in the city,1 and officials 
<5""-

prided themselves D the supposedly good race relations , 

the fact that Negroes, who make up almost 20 percent of 

the 1? £ i population, have had no one to represent them 

in positions of policy or power) and therefore felt that 

they had no one to whom to appeal for a redress of 

grievances, had built up frustrations to the boiling 

point. ~k•x 

There was no Negro on the City Council ; none on the 

School Board ; none on the all-white Pire Departmentj allli N 

none of high rank on the Police Force. 8ba~'(eu1J7.o!-:-every ten~ ed 
in shac~~ll~ 'tL~t... ~-"\ 'lA.n SCAL~ , 

_twibh window panes, leaking gas, and holes in the walls/•••-•~ 
~~~ +-<'
C ilAS fifty ftlllli- sixty dollars a monthll. Recreational 

facilities were ix•••~••x• fewXa:ad-~hose that did exist 

lacked equipment and supervisors X' • 1 L ~ey J [t iiw 
=--

aklli f _xoung toughs/ f1Rre..~"Q... ~ -,""-~~,b~ \-l- <-~~ 

~ C , ~ 
Bel:tea~iePt ~ ~ ~ ~ ' 
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Education provided by the schools was so limited that 

the majority of thu0~~1 J never reached the eighth 

grade. Of every 1,000 Negro students who graduated from 

high school, only 28 could attain the minimum passing 

score on the State's college entrance examinatio~ar.=b= 

-»WCl.::: C I , ,•nui-:r=-= ii as ii r !'1!!9 

A difference of at least three,.--and-a-half years in 

educational attainment separated the average Negro and 

white youth.,.°"' ehe- e•ree~ ~ercent of the 

·Negroes in Tampa were working in unskilled jobs,x-...roore than 
~ 

one half of the families had incom~of less than $3,000 

a yean. The result was that 40 percent of the 

children lived in broken home9;and the city's crime rate 
w~ 
•among the top 25 percent in the nation. 

--bt.,~~U~\ ~ 'P ~"'Hu,.O ~ CA~ 
Although the meetin~broke up without 111111r- concrete 

results, the Governor believed it had enabled the resi­

dents to let off steam. ~ha~-evening,-as-Na~iena¼-Stta~d 

That evening, as National Guard troops supplanted 

local forces in maintaining and perimeter and establishing 

roving patrols, anti-poverty workers went from door to 
c..,·J,.:_~~i--

door, urging r1 ■X bs to stay off the streets. 

A reported attempt by Black Muslims to incite people 

failed. Although there were scattered reports of trouble 

from several areas of the city, and a few fires were set;-

a goodly proportion i• of them in vacant buildings/ --there 

were no major incidents.l(:'hree youths were arrested when 

discovered with a cache of molotov cocktails. They were 
{hui ll. 

white~ _Jhey were the only fire~ugs caught -a <the riot.) 

All during the next day/ false reports poured into 

Police Headquarters. Normal, everyday scenes took on 

menacing tonesx ;wenty Negro men, bared to the waist, 
:;:a. 

and carrying clubs, were reported to be gathering. They 
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turned out to be construction*■xkaxs workers. 

Mayor Nuccio continued, with uncertain success, to 

meet with residents. At th~suggestion of z ■■ ii ue 

that the man most likely to carry weight with the young­

stersA was Coach Jim Williams, he placed a call to 

Tallahassee~where Williams was attending a Coaching 

Clinic. ~zx ~ 
It was almost 48 hours after the shooting of 

Martin Chambers that Williams arrived in Tampa. Together4" 

with another coach" he went to the Greek Stand, a hangout 

for kids, where) he discovered) plans were being formulated 

for the throwing of rocks and molotov cocktails that 

evening. One of his football players at Southern Univer­

sity, J.L.C. was a resident of Tampa. Coach Williams 

enlisted his aid. 

In another part of the city~ a physician and an 

attorney, both Negroes, began similarly to attempt to 

turn the youths into constructive behavior. The · idea of 

a Youth Patrol)which would take over responsibility from 

!ll!tE police for patrolling the trouble area, was foEinulated. 

White armbands/ and later white hats}- were- j [ c:l,o:,,._f,i ,-L_ 

-~ose• of identification. Sheriff Beard decided to take 

a chance on the White Hat Patro3K!ts it nn•s Ip Jiu callee. 

During the next twenty-four hours 126 ¥Ouths,HRXB some 

reertti~e~-ift~e-~he-~e~re± of whom had participated in the 

riot, were recruited into the patrol. Of the leaders, 

er-~he four-fifths were high school dropouts. 

On Wednesday, the inquiry into the death of Martin 

Chambers was held. the verdict w.e es a that =~ 
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the officer had fired the shot justifiably and in the line 

of duty, tlw ass apprehension 
~ 

,¢hat trouble would erupt 
\~.ll~~~ 

again. 37 /"-, despite the fact that the verdic~ was 

not to their liking, the White Hats continued to keep 

order. 

On Monday, June 12th, while Tampa was still smoulder-

ing, discontent erupted in Cincinnati, _9......_sLQ_____miles to 

the north. The issue there, too, was a killing. 
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In October <If 1965 a series of assaults on and 
J ~ 

murders of white womenAgenerated an atmosphere of 

fear in the city. Although the newspapers were 

generally restrained in their treatment of the case, 

wnen it became known that the tentative ■f identifi­

cation of the strangler indicated him to be a Negro, 

a new element of tension was injected into relations 

between the races. 

In December a jazz player named Posteal Laskey, 

was arrested and charged with one of the murders. In 

May of 1967 he was convicted.¢ lie ff · ■ •ea and ~ 
~t'"'o~t._+.,o 0£ ~ t:"-\..,._~ ~,~~\.,,..,( ~ ~ 

sentenced to ~•-es•••w!:e, ehe+•eat . /\ ny persons """'--. ~~.) 

in the Negro community felt that because oft he charged 

atmosphere he had not received a fair trial. They were 

even further incensed when a white man, convicted of 

killing his mistress, received a suspended sentence. 

1),.~~~L '\-\u__pJ~ e cases were ei!ir,w l:g Jrl!ff not at all 

alike, t&ere was talk in the Negro community that the 

difference in the severity of sentences was indicative 

of the double standard of justice for white and black. 

{'l's~o -ef btie pzi11eipal ait11wsseR aya i11st lzaakay ware 

st 
'" J 

Following Laskey's conviction a/iiilebegan in the 

community to raise funds for an appeal. Laskey's cousin, 

Peter Frakes, began walking the streets, carrying a 
'tk.. ~~~ f~~ t'-'."'4- , "' 

sandwich board advertising fc ~ AAfter *warning him 
;~ "F"-A~~ 

several times about ~ i s activit,._; police arrested~ on 
<Sh 0-C..{._-._~~ 

Saturday, June 10; W ~violating the city's anti-loitering 
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ordinance. =-s io-eJ; nonce y !;ookett cps.. by l!.,.major 
l uohJ. ~ ~ (lld,"lt d >,U-

portion of the Negro conuflunity~as an anti-Negro ~ ~ 

lo:.i-€621.Yig~l~•~u::____________________ ~ 

~en January ol } )6- and June, 1966, of some 
-4->,c/.,,v .aj 

240 ~-n□ persons arrestedro had been Negro...-c~s~•--···· 
~n Bate:a= iwas oaztjfng .uas Eer ehe IILaskeL 

-Pr b:Al Fl:Uld • "1 

Frakes was arrested at 12:35 A.M. on Sunday 
i \ 

morning, June -i'T: That evening, concurrent with the 
a__ 

commencement of 1=lle. Baptist Convention, Dr. Martin 

Luther King spoke in one of the churches. Follo~ing 

the speech it was announced that a meeting to protest 

the Frakes arrest and the anti-loitering ordinance 

would be held the faUowing night at a junior high school 

in the Avondale District. 

Without realizing the impl~~: ~i:! a !Mfflh•• ef 

~ate& eccuzze~eee, Cincinna ~ a en making pro-
-....:p, /U.. tVul 'ht m.. di# i u.&,,~ 

tests through political and non-violent channelsA It 

seemed more and more futile to the young~ militant 

element in the Negro community,._ -ft> Q-/,,d( ~ ~Q f 1oqclA,u.,t_ ,, 

Ptl~hes1gh iia-•067; lll;008 ea~ of the city's 1;;yJ'9-

r · 7 rte rcre 

Although the city's Negro population ha.lbeen rising 

swiftly) and in 1967 135,000 out of the city's 500,000 

residents were Negroes, thee was only one Negro sittin~ 
-t-.rirlt ~ IJ;v ~a.~ N f. t1i·"", ~ -ft.c.l i:uv.. ~ , 

on the City CouncilX n t e s) ~ 

was due to the fact that the city had changed from District 

to at-large election -:of the nine councilmen. 
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Although 40 percent of the school children were Negro, 

there was only one Negro on the Board of Education. Of 

81 members ■K of various city commissions, only one was 

a Nero. y~ 
When ta ReverendAshuttiesworth who had led the 

~ \ 'l"'-1~~~-tc\:: lG\ C., o ~ t1)~1~l\~ 
oes in~,.,..,...,,,.. staged a proest y Hospita 

followers were arrested for trespassing • .,,..,e, £v. s.(~~ 
ci~_p J~ 

new,.f~ention ,,Aall, ~~ 

\.-.-----~to protest in building trades 

unions, produced no results. 

Traditional Negro leaders drawn from an affluent and 

conservative middle class became more and more discredited 
o.s 
..., grandiose promises generated into petty results. Of 

2,000 job~P,RiRiS about for young Negroes in the ~pring 

of 1967, only 65 materialized. Almost one out o ~ 

Cincinnati Negroes was unemployedx .-.d i wo out of every-
five Negro families were living on the border of poverty 

or below. 
d~tuL~ 

A study of the West Endhof the city indicated that 

~l\1'~~~ 
one out of every four Negro~as out of work. In one 

public housing area 2 two-thirds of the fathers were 

missing from the home . Of private housing occupied by 

Negroes , one-fourth was overcrowded and half was dilapi­

dated. 

In the 90 degree temperature of Monday, June 12th, 
ftoc»_w.....__ 

hundreds of Negro kids uczs z aming the streets. The 

two swimming pools available to them could accommodate 

only a handful. In the Avondale Section, which had, up 

to a few years~1 been a prosperous middle class com­

mnnity, Negro youths watched white workers going to their 
. 0~ 

jobs in white-~wned stores and businesses. On~tJ:,egan to 

count the number of delivery trucks being driven by 
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'tic.__ 
Negroes. During the course of the afternoon, off\.52 LI IE 

:wee st.s!f ea& ~~-k~L...v...~~~°'-t\)~ ~ 1~ , 
~ -~" -~~(°~ (i,,.-.. ~ ., 
~promptu picket.aJN,l!RE afte ~ucks were prevented 

from making deliveries. The police were called. Although, 
--t ..-~-~ 

for the moment, trouble was avoided, dissatisfaction.-~ o._ 

~ o..--M o c.,~i. ~wcn.k- I ...L _ 

1ait lne~iRg in the air. ~police department mobilized 

its forces for a possible disturbancex hoW!ler, because of 
:;;:,-

complaints from ik I in Negro militants that the police 

themselves were an inciting factor/1 some months earlier, 

following a speech by ~kely Carmichael, a crowd had 

°'- -- __/
gathered and burned the car of~plainclothes~~ 7t was 

decided to withhold the police from#he immediate area 

of the ee1fl i SJ ~-L.&uLA~r ~~9!\-S ~~'~· 
It appeared as if this policy might be rewarded 

until, toward the close of the ~2--~t rally/ a wealthy 

Negro real estate broker arosed to defend both the police 

and the~ti•~itering ,e(rdinance. The largely youthful, 

militant audience was incensed. When the meeting broke 

. . h 'fk, ' up a missile was hurled throug /t window of a nearby 

church~ ~ small fire was set in the street. l:he police 

were able to react quickly. There was only one major 

confrontation between them and the mobx-1 l ittle resistance 
I \ ~ 

was offered. 

Although windows were broken in some two dozen stores, 
yi~ ll~ ~o 

there was ~iLLWe looting. There were 14 arresta,axa some 

of them not connected with the disturbance. Among those 
C.o._~u,~\ h!,..-

arrested was a former ·. · 1 w~rker, studyingi:>r a doctorate 

at Brandeis University. Called to the area to help get 
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people off the streets, he was charged with loitering. 

The next morning it was stated by the 't_udge of 

the Municipal Court, before whom most of the persons 

charged were to be brought, that he intended to mete 

out maximum sentences to anyone found guilty of a riot­

connected offense. Although the/udge intended the 

statement to act as a deterrent against further violence, 

to many persons in the Negro community it appeared further 

evidence of discriminatory justice. 

Tuesday morning, 11 demands were-presen~ee-~e-~he 

fflttn¼eipa¼-gevernfflene- stemming from the Monday night 

meeting were presented to the ~icipal ~vernrnent. In­

cluded were I dernanQSfor the '.,peal of the loitering law, 

release of all prisoners arrested during the disturbance, 

full employment for Negroes/ and equal justice in the courts. 

l~.:i"-,<-i~~~~f'fhat the / ity /ouncil would consider 
~op. "\W" ~ 

the demands. Officials, however, rejected the 5 Je:;j!E, - -d'" 

attend an open-air meeting of residents in the Avondale 

Section that evening. City leaders did not want to give 

stature to the militants by acknowledging them as the de-
facto representatives of the comrnunit_Y); ~- et, by all indi-
- ~i\:. ~\,\_~ 9<-'>~~ \.Nl~ 

cations) thef\.. were the only aes wbg cgul.a har+"e influencel ~ 

the people on the streets. k... 

Mayor Walters. Bach~~ a~uite surprised" ~the 

disturbance because the ¢ouncil had "worked like hell" to 

help Negroes. 

Wien no city official appeared at the meeting that 

evening ) the throng that had assembled quickly beoaaa rest.· 

J.1,aaee-z•21•i~~egan to mill about. Shortly before 7:00 P.M. 
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rocks began to be tlmownr 51R!- a t 7:15, according to the,, ~ 

/ hief of )>olice, "All hell broke loose. " 
CON "'4.(..1,,<..«)..I 

Lootingbg ~ fires were set, firemen were stoned. 

Like fragments of an exploding bombshell, the riot 

qa'ahl J spread to other sections of the city. Vehicles 

were stoned and burnedJ( ~ paper company was set afire 
?-

and damaged extensively. Although the pol i ce force was 
Q..,~ 

~maximum strength, the confusion and r~pidity with 

which the d i sorder spread made it apparent that city 

police would not, alone, be able to cope with it. 

Shortly before 10:00 P.M., after a request for 

aid to surrounding communities, a call was put in_· to 

the Governor asking for mobilization of the National 

Guard. 
, ~ tl..t. Nflti'0t....t. <?~ 

At 2:30 A.M. WednesdaY,l' the first uni tsAappeared 

on the streets, There was a policy of restraint in the 

use of weaponsX--1 J ew shot s were ,_..._ll!l§~h Js~ll__~ '(:--
C,t,(,(.1 

~be ■ ae scattered incidents 
9-L.. /\J c...h ~cl.. s~,) ~ v c) r ;, . 

S AMS/--
a clash between Negroes and Cs ■, 'white Southern 

Applachian Mf grants )whose economic conditions paralled 
a. 

the Negroes such clash never developed. ~~--

Pewer-~ftaft-a-aeeeft-pereefte,-abett~-eqttai¼y-eivieee 

be~weeft-Wfti~e-afta-Ne~reeey-reqttiree-heepi~ai-~rea~ffleft~Df 
lllllllili~~3 Pll-1111!~ reported injuries, only 12 were 

~ h '-12 1--
serious enough to require hospitalization. Of / 404 persons 

~'\~-¾t..f\.\ O~J_.> 

arrestea; 338 were 26 years of age or younger. 
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t7S. d.Nt\~ i,--.. e\~~\"'-'11\0...u:., cf\-\. ~ .:fu.).A.. Is_,, -lo a::Ne-., 
~ . f' 'ti..,._, WI , ii Rap_ Brown was enq ing himself in Oil t:c>, 52!3& 1 

• 

,o ~f~' V " r Jiauii~ ~ _; .SNcc'~ 
/\home base of Atlanta, Georgia, was beginning to ferment. 

Rapid industrialization following World War II, coupled 

with annexations that quadrupled the area of the city, ~ 

made Atlanta a vigorous and booming community. Rx Pragmatic 
~vo 

business and political leaders haoe giosa the city the 

reputation of the ■■x"Moderate stronghold of the Deep South." 

Nevertheless, although integration of schools and 

facilities has been accepted, the fact that the city is
~~~-z:-:9 ~ ~ 

~ the s~rinl;l ld for~civil rights organizations and · 
?'>{4-b,o 

segregationist elements, ~z- mae the modus vivendi between 

the races a tenuous one. 

The rapidly growing Negro population, which, by the 

summer of 1967; had reached an estimated 44 percent and was 

scattered in several ghettos throughout the city, was 

maintaining constant pressure on surrounding white residen-

tial areas. Blockbusting tactics were frequently and 

Biaskx successfully util~ 

Co"neone occastion the city barricaded a road to 

prevent movement between a white and Negro areas. The 

city police were constantly under pressure to ~reve~~ keep 

marches and countermarches of civil rights and white 

supremicist• organizations from flaring into violence. 

Following the fatal shooting of a Negro b\ ipolice 

officer in September of 1966, only the dramat'icAappear­

ance of Mayor Ivan ~n, Jr:; ill th gl 7tLL without 

police ~rotection, .._ averted s•3e-idenf ~ a riot. 
' ~<,«,<) ' ~ 

~,e ,.;~l!?f ~he Atlanta Ktt IU r:J an ••iiht-ly 

15 at J IJ.81 Sr g:t!i ha~he largest KKK membership in 
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@ 12_) 

the country~ ~ {]WM- t 11, 7 
OB J11• r •the Klan ,/ itamlm; its a a~srb , 

:S<t::.~ Q ('~ 

marched through o·ne of the poorer Negro o □ iittt ■ - d" 

r)(' massive police e cial clash. 
~ 

AlelHui,h •lile eit:] haa 111a.lc some progress, I i ta. has 

more to reduce the level of inequality than to 

equal conditions among blac~and white ~. Different 

pay scales for black and white•municipal employees per­

forming the same jobs ~~~iminated. 

Acoording to Mayor Allen, 55 percent of municipal 
~ N~lt.04'4 ~ 

mployees hired in 1967 were Negroes, t IKJ{make up 

approximately 28 percent of the city work force. Of 

908 police department employees, 85 are Negro, one of 

the higher percentages among major city police depart-

ments 1'\'\ ~ 'Y\.A-+\~ • /, If"' 

I\. (t(.L/ i" i 4<..-'I J 

~•• 1:ery..;lndicateons~ that the economic and 
, 

educational gap between the black and white populations 1~ 

~-~•~1!iCF=iii'iiB::~[i91ML~,?=ih~c~ increasing. The average white Atlantan 

is a high school graduate; the average Negro Atlantan has 

note.ren graduated from grammar school. 

The median income of a Negro family is less than half 

the white's $6,350 a year, and 48 per~n'!x= less than 

$3,000 a year. @ percent of the men work in unskilled 

jobs1 and many more Negro women than men, 7.9 percent as 
0

against 4.9 percent of the respective work force ~ h~ld 

well-paying, white collar jobs. 

Living on marginal incomes in cramped and deteriora-

ting quarters/ one-third of the housing was overcrowded 

and more than half deter~orated/--families were breaking up 
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,/la.l::L .- ~ ~ ;, ~,c~ 

~~ ;,,.._r 

a half 

ID•t. at an increasing pe9II!' a11~aatcd four out of 
Vl<. ,,d-l~1~ :-G.u 

every ten Negro home~ w m's!iing. ~ - .the fath~r ~-,r-
bt.ie-~ p,,cj~ -»l ltLL. "Hl4,,.._ 60 f&1--~ _o c,_ ~ 4<.L )t( /4S11t5•- ifid Mayor estimate.lthere - 25, 00 jobs in the city 

waiting to be filledl:ecause people don't have the education 

or skills to fill them. Yet overcrowding in Negro schools 

has forced the schedul.inJtJof extended/liddouble sessions .)( 

ereas the white high school student attended classes six and 

hours a day, the Negro attended only four and a half hours. 

In one case, elementary school children were forced to 

attend classes in a church. Although Negroes comprised 

60 percent of the school populationehere 

schools .compared to •i•• 9 Negro. 

In t he 2377 ef twaiiiee Ywis,g in publ' h11us~1qg pre 

jecto, m•~e ~bi 66 pa~oaae of the fat:11§1 s arc . ; ■ •A'.!J. 

Lone of the daily papers in Atlanta still advertises jobs 

by race/ anafDome industrial plants there are still Negro 

jobs and white jobs1with little chance for advancement ~ I'/~/ 
~ jor industrial plan7 with a work force of 26, 40~ 
~ 

__. 1,910 Negro employees. 

It was shortly after 8:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 17 ~ 
~ ,.... a young Negrojl'(arrying a can of beer, attempted~~o 

'#.l.-
enter the Flamingo Grill intpixie Hill;SShopping Center,• 

,;..... -
At1•~•a When a private Negro guard told~ could not 

ente1J WMA •he-. , a scuffle ensued. Other officers came 

to the guard's aidX ehe-yettni~mln received support in the person 

4!:al-of his 19-year old siste:; who flailed away at the officers 

with her purse, e1111ee~ea.lcl~~alf ~ other 19-year old Negro .alls~~ 
~ 
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~1l-~ 
111111.. &R&:k entered the affray~ kwere arrested. 

Although some 200 to 300 persons had been drawn to 

the scene of the inciden1;,>when police asked them to 

disperse they complied. he next night, Sunday, an even 

bigger growd was hanging aroundJ lBe~ause the area is 

isolated from the city in term of transportatio~ and there 
Q...uL, ~ 
~ few recreational facili es, the shopping center 11111115 

a natural gathering place. a••••~ ehe 

During the course of the arening Stokely..!·Carmiehael) _) 

a @ ~salliila;-...~!9'1@19=:::iifipl..~~earing plaid shorts, a~ 

_g_reen Malcolm x~weatshirt, sun glasses and sandals) 
~&.J-__~~~~\~ ~~,,~0-- C:.ttt""'-\~ 

::Ef5 · • 1 ~pproac~ ,Jolice (iapta~t; -wl~sked .-.rt 

why there were so many police cars in the area. Informed 
<""(Y\Q.k, ~ ~ ~ 

that they were there to 1 1t;a no disturbance, Carmic}y(el 

started dancing up and down, clapping his hands and 

singing that there might have to be a riot if the police 

cars were not"t,oved. When Carmichael refused to move on 

as requested, he was arrested. 

Although there were no further disturbances, there 

was much bitterness among residents about their inability 

to get the /ity ~ernment to correct conditions and make 

improvements. Petitions would be ac~~~w!$-ed, but never 

acted upon. Because ~ ..-=!l§Yi!fi ~}~:::S:~a ~ 
on an at-large basis, t!+tere W:a only d>\.e. °{lb ~ 
a Negro1 and many black wards were represented by white 

councilmen. 
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Demands for a swimming pool,for an access roadi to 

a naarby city park, for rodent and pest control, for 

better lighting and better garbage collection, had been 
f\45. "-' t.e..si ~ """'" ~ d. ~c:.~ ~ 'w:> """'J ·,'"° w~ ~ to ~~1 

to no avail. J' protest meeting wa ■ a&gauauu:J. or t e 

following night. ~pon his release from jail Monday 

morning, Carmichael declared that the black people were 

preparing to resist 'frrned aggression" by the police by 

whatever means necessary. \shortly thereafte~Rthe Dixie 

Hill_!,Shopping Center,which had been closed down for the 
.l,\.~-,~ O;:.~ ~ J 

day, a drun!>~ began to pound on the bell of 

a burglar alarrn~w~•h a e~oom kaRd l e. When officers 

responded and requested him to stop hitting the bell w.iialt 
J 

tae I ,p ~'I bzndle-, the drunk complied and began hitting 

the officers~i• ■• l!i In the ensuing scuffle several 

bystanders intervenedt one of the officers drew hisser­
:;i!-. 

vice revolver and fired; superficially wounding the drunkx 

wee vo:s I be I ake1 . I GIJS I Pd¥,:. 

Tension rose. Approximately 250 persons were present a..<f" 
I

that evening5ft le meeting. a-ftmfther-e~-Negre-leaeere 

When a number of Negro leaders urged the liBW½iiii~ of a 

petition of grievances the •• ■■ pkass WWI pie-= through 
~ 

legal channels.) the reception was tepidK ~ Carrniehael took 

to the podium..) ,v-"a~ a Negroes "to take to the streets 

and for~~ the Police pept. to work until they fall in 
0/!!:-IUfCJ)«_ wcto~~"-&u 

their tracks• 11 A~ress quoted him as continuing; "It's 

not a question of law and orderf We are not concerned 

with peaceJ We are concerned· with the liberation of black 

people): We have to build a revolution." 
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As the people present at the meeting poured into 

the street they were joined by others~_.the crowd soon 
~ 

numbered an estimated 1,000. a eatin~ts::iiC1c) of these ~ 

partigi~a~ed iR )roc]sSand bottleSfthro~ing\ at the 40 

police officers on the scene. 

WheA. police fired oner the heads of the erewe anel 

we,• qaieJtty 1,k_einforced by 200 other officers, police.) ,t\'tr~~ ~ <=\-L__ 
~ e,\--.k. 41-l>vld.J ~~. 

f\ quickly regained eoffltft&RQ ef ~he ■ ieuatiea. Of the ten 

persons arrested, six were 21 years of age or younger, 

and only one was in his thirties. ~ 

The next morning city equipment appeared in the 

area to begin work on the long-delayed projects deman­

ded by the citizens. It was announced a Negro Youth 

Corps would be established along the lines of the Tampa 

White Hats.\sNC:_ responded that volunteers would be 

selling their "Black brothers out;• and would be viewed 

as "Black Traitors1" to be dealt with in the ''J'anner 

we see fit." \Nevertheless, during the course of the 
'+-L... -,~ ,~ ~ :-°"'f.S 

summer e- bit z , 200 youths participat• .,,_ played an 

important role in preventing a major outbreak. 

Ano~her meeting of area residents was called for 
\4-w~~ -

.-=-'evening. At its conclusion 200 protesters were 

met by 300 police officers. As two police officers 

uar~iniJ several boys --t+trwog1' -tbe •• down the street, 

a cherry bomb~~O\;M&,t&SJ,iiier exploded at their feet. 

In response, several shots emanated from police ranks, 

whichJ in that vicinity )consisted mostly of Negro officers. 
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LThe discharge from one shotgun struck in the midst of 

several persons sitting on the front porch of a house~ 

eta rv1bg tbe disi.Mth;;:gce. A 46-year old man was 

killedf a 9-year old boy was criticallf injured. Btte 
~ ~ o/M~rl 171~ .J ~ ~ 

Due to ~ue,,ffo:its df ne'Ighbornood workers who 

circulated through the area, urging the restoration of 

order, ~f{ as thrl_ppeaz &=• 1 4:;•?t~1 vr= Abie11 uni 
- - ------ -- 1')1,0 't'ft.L.) V-1~02... ~~-

-Pc:5'lJ:Ce r:• I , Her~ tbs · uati.eR uas k:■ pt 

,.,,10 ioHlr. ~J..) 



.JPhe a?erege agE of the oj9ht p s a J IP ■ )9 

l)'t.o C:W- When H. Rap Brown, who had returned to the city that after-

noon, went to other/~rg~~ a& bl 12'tr ;in an attempt to 

initiate a demonstration against the shooting of the Negroes 

on the po~ch, he met with no response. Atlanta had weathered 

its cris~s. f /\/e J.f;;JR)<.__ 

Newark was just approaching it~. At a tumultuous meeting 

of the Planning .Board that lasted until four o'clock in the
01 ~ ( &Cl ~ \I\)~~'\'\\~~ ~ J 

morning/ speaker afteP speaker from the Negro ghetto arose to 

denounce the city's intent to turn over 158 acres in the heart 

of the Central Ward as a site for the State's new medical and 

dental college. 
J._ 

Such was the growing opposition to Mayor Hugh ,..,,nizio's 

administration . by the black residents of the city/ ~hat both 

the Planning Board and the Board of Education had....._ been 

paralyzed. Tension had been rising so steadily throughout the 

~rthern New Jersey a!ea that) in the first week of June,
/' '" -/t.uJ. d HtA ~ P~ ; · 
Col. David Kelly~ad met with /hiefs of /olice of most Qf the 

municipalities to draw up plans for /tate jolice support of 

city police in riot situations. Nowhere was the tension 

greater than in Newark. Nowhere did the city administration 

seem lees aware of it. 

Founded in 1666, the city rises from the sal t marshe of 
""~ ~ *<-h.ssA,<.. ({\\)~ ~s ~ ~eµcu_k e~,~ 

~ w"{.J~ sG~ \~J: ):50~~011 ex~ s !fflie ti ue:2u ice.Li 

p Mn, hattah :- Although its population~ 000 still ranks it 

30th among American sizias municipalities, for the past 20 years 

zka 
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8.-ikll~ ~~,t~~ ~J 
the city has been collapsing upon itself likeA~ seeping o 

be;; ]] Th. By the 1950' s r.i.t had built up/Va~reas . 

of dilapidated housing than any other city of its size;h~~""° 
1 

~ /4~ ~ot>J-
-w teadily 1s; I g populationtto the suburbs. r 

r1)1 OR~{ ~ 
In the late 1950's the 1 ha!•• t ·=, ;s-, a rout. 

Between 1960 and 1966 80,000 white residents fled the city. 

Replacing them in areas where living conditions were so bad 

that, according to a prominent member of the Counny Bar Asso­

ciation, "People would be kinder to their pets," were Negro 

migrants,✓ Cubans and Puerto Ricans. In~ six years the 
5 1.:,·,t<-'kL

city a·pp i from I 69 percent white Maj ~ to 52 percent 

Negro and 10 percent Puerto Rican and Cuban. ~~c;~~ ~~J 

miRerities had become • ~•e ; ori'o::, > re'Jained - almost - --+o~ 
whitex <Je : wz: aaa an b:. 

On both the City Council and the Board of Education, 

7 of 9 members were white. On other key boards the ratio 

was the same or worse. In the Central Ward, over which the 

the swiftly changing currentst ~ven had/~~ercised the ut­

most astuteness, it lacked the financial wherewithal to 
&. 

si~nificantly r.._ffect the course of events. 

In 1962 seven-term Congressman, Hugh Addonizio, had 

forged an Italian-Negro coalition to overthrow long-time 

Irish control of the City Hall. ~Aa chunky athlete who 

had been xle third-string quarterback during Fordham's 

football heydays,~ad compiled a distinguished war record. 
¥ AciA o"'rl!oJ 

Aiiania•oiuas asrsjdsr9"1. ~ liberal in CongressJ A Jltlen he 

became ~ yor} • opened his sdoor to all people. Negroes 

who had been excluded f~ the previous administration began 
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to be brought into the government. ·~evertheless, :tk progress 

was slow. As the Negro population bounded upward, more and 
~~~ 

more of the politically oriented found m/\"l.nadequate. ~ 

The Negro-Italian coalition f!' · J 15 began to develop 

strains over the issuel of the police. The police were 

largely Italian; the persons they arrestedJ largely Negro. 

Community leaders agreed that, as in most police forces, 

w~ . . h.there we::e- a small minority of officers who abused t eir 

responsibility. This, conversely, gave an aura of credi­

bility to malefactors who screamed' "Bruttality~l every time 

they were caught. 

In 1965 Mayor Addonizio;, acknowledging that there 
~~ i 
~ "a small group of misguided individuals" in the ,.,vepart-

ment, declared that "it is vital to establish once and for 

all, in the minds of the public, that charges of alleged 

police brutality will be thoroughly investigated and the 

appropriate legal or punitive action be taken if the 

charges are found to be substantiated." 

Pulled one way by the Negro citizens who wanted a 

Police Review Board and the other by the police, who 

adamantly opposed it, the Mayor decided to buck all complaints 

against the police to the FBI for investigation.fax Since 

the FBI was not conceived as an agency to investigate muni­

cipal police departments, and could act only if there had 

been a violation of a person's civil rights, it quickly 

became clear that a complaint, after being filed, would 

'Y\dr' I ... - - vt~ 
rrn ■ e:rre heard of again)< ~ , I.I there ~ much redress 

for other complaints. The city had no money with which to 

redress them. 
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The City had already reached its legal bon~ing 

limit, yet expenditures continued to outstrip income. 

$2OO ,million was needed for new school construction;( 

ehe-e~ey-e~el'le-~8-~~mee-mere-enal'l-eeme-e£-~he-ettrrottl'le~ng 

eemmttft~eiee ~alth and welfare costs were 20 times as 

great as for some of the surrounding communities. Cramped 

by i•i small land area of 23 square miles, one-third of 

which was taken up by Newark Airport and unusable marsh­

land, the city had nowhere to expand . ~/::axable property 

was, in fact, contracting as land was cleared for urban 

renewal and then lay fallow year after year. Property 

taxes had been increased beyond the point of profitable 

return"/ 

~ the fall of 1967 they were to reach$776 on a 

$10,000 house more than double that of suburban com-

mnnities. As a result, people were refusing to either 

own or renovate property in the cityt~ 4 lt g .@ 
percent of whites and 87 percent of Negroes rented the 

places in which they lived. Whoever was able to move to 

the suburbs, moved, yet continued to work in the city. 

During the daytime Newark more than doubled its populationx 

&_a m;ult it was fax«E forced to provide services for 
{ ,"V\~~ ~~ ci ~ 'j 

people Kconttibuting nothing"to ~e cityt \oi>l • 1 t • l.s"per 

capita outlay for police111116 fire z&XKXE& protection and 
el"'-~~~ -td'i~. ~ lqb~ ·,t--

other municipal services/\.was twice t){at of the surrounding 

area. k B!'el'l~ considetably lee& OR eancatian, yet ia 

its schoels were 79,000 cbiJdren, 28,000 R\ore tban in tbe 

1950'e. 
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I-IPIR.-aa~liRLLlli!Sfil!E..Lii=;;ii:luiJ=p~eel!f~eiie:iiR~'f::::CoSJf:::JtE:lh~eCfP:•0·l=lr~tl~l!'t!a~e~i~eNR~, most SC hoo1 
-

buildings ~ over 50 years oldX~upils 

double sessionsx ~ e dropout rate ~ estimated to be as 
t-k.

high as 33 percentr _.gver half of .11!5- adult Negro popula-

tio~a, less than an 8th grade education. l::he resulting 

srj · cycle of high unemployment, family break-up~ 

crime, was present in all its elements~ ~ n estimated 20 

percent of young Negroes were without jobsK@ ercent of 

Negro children lived in broken homes. Inn r•s: Jt, 

despite the fact that Newark maintained the largest police 
~ 

foree 'of any major city, it also had the highest crime 

rate. 

Under such conditions a major segment of the Negro 

population became more and more ~e.1.itiea]}y militant. 

Since they were largely axiEK excluded from positions of 

traditional political power) they made use of the anti­

poverty program; in which poor people were guaranteed 

greater representation, as a political springboard. W"en-

When it became known that the Secretary of the Board 

of Education intended to retire June 27, the militants 

proposed the / ity's / udget/ irector, a Negro,• I e with 

a .,)faster' s J(egree in accounting, for the position. The 

-,,<ayor, however, had already decided upon a white man. Since 

the white man had only a high school education )and almost 

88 percent of the school children in the system were Negro, 

the issue of who was to obtain the /ecretaryship, a lucra-
Ot-. 

tive and powerful position, quickly became iilJ!!ll gause 

celeb~ . ~oined with the issue of the 146-acre medical 

school site/ the area of which was tripe the original 
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~~ ~ .D-'){fa.h' j " 

t I Z; and ·ms regarded by the militants as a ploy to LJ. L.1. 
~ ~ 0 \) \~ o'-vC ~ u,,,·1 ~ -- ~ Pra.cltY/ ~ -1"' 00/f' 

dilute black political 'power/ LI c ·•• Cbrought on a dire -

confrontation between the ~ayor and the militantsA .!2,oth Sid.Lo 

refused to alter their positionsx 1he impasse was com-
-::r 

plete and explosive. 

I~his impasse in the 8~ring of 19€7 , stepped a 

Washington Negro named Albert Roy Osborne{ :!"ffa~BafaRtd 

fo.::Jner wig salesman who called himself Colonel Hassan Jeru­

Ahmed, ~ presided over ~ mythical 
11
Black Liberation 

Army."'- Articulate and magnetic, Colonel Hassan ~XBRi proved 
"Q...

to be BBRR a one-man showXwill> brought Negro-:residents 

flocking to Board of Education and Planning Board meetings. 

The Colonel,es not afraid to speak in violent terms, nor 

to back his words with violent actiont in once instance he 
0---

tore the tape from tlM? tape recorder) so that there would 

be no record of the meeting. For good measure, one of 

his lieutenants smashed the recorder against the wall. 

. b . ~ . ,,., ~ \~ ~JAs it ecame more and more evident the mi~~nts/ 

though they might not be able to prevail~uld prevent 

the normal transaction of business, th~ffl.ialit&211Rs betJan 

to taste victory. Throughout the months of May and June.If 

speaker after speaker warned that if a mJite-:-mcc ere the 

ua 7 the )'fuyor continued to persist in maming a white man 

as Secretary to the Board of Education, and in moving 
~ 

aheads with plans for the .medical eolle~e site, ximiaxai 

violence would ensue. The Adminis:ration played down the 

threats. 

l,:tl<-- ~~ 1~ ~~ u.v CL CQ~'YY\ ~ ~~ ~ "tk ~~'k.. ~~., 
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On June 27th, when a new Secretary a was to be 

named, the militants, led by CORE, disrupted and took 

over the meeting~fte preuei:ited the :tra:nse:et!ioR of e:ny 

eaeineee uka•&aeve;rr the result was a stalemate~ _!he
'%... I' -:a-

incumbent secretary decided to stay on another year'}( 

~ one was satisfied. 

At the beginning of July, 44,000 unemployed were 
tr~'\..~~ 

roaming the streets of the ci~j\;~elled by an esti-

mated 20,000 teenagers,;who, with school out and the 

882 curtailment of the summer recreation program 

because of a cutback in Federal funds, had no place to 

go. 

On July 8th an encounter between Black Muslims and 

police took place on the East Orange-Newark border. Early on the 

evening of July 12th a cab driver HDl&mxa■ kxxSmixk by the name of 

John Smith, began , (according to police reports) tailgating 

a Newark police car. ~mith was an unlikely candidate to 

set a riot in motioni@ years old, a Georgian by birth, 

he had attended college for a year before entering the 
~~ 

United States Army in 1950. In 1953 he JIZl!IJ\honorably 

discharged with the rank of Corporal. A chess-playing 

trumpet player, he had worked as a musician and a factory 

hand before, in 1963, becoming a cab driver. !As a cab 

driver, 1a\,St : he appeared to be a distinct hazard. 

Within a relatively short period of time he had _. 8 or . J. 

~ \.kYi ~ o,._v,)~a"'-~~ 1'-' lW ~ 
9 accidentsx his license lMJ 1 ■A revoked. Whe3~e was 

stopped by the police) he was in violation of that revoca-

tion. 2 
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From the twin high-rise towers of the Reverend 

William P. Hayes Hpusing Project, the residents can 

look down upon the 4th Precinct Police Station and 

observe every movement. With its orange-red brick 

facade, the three-story structure looks more like a 

schoolhouse than a police station. 

pasRPngor ab 

Shortly after 9:30 p.m. people looking out of their 
g~~ ..... ) 

windows/~ either refused, or was unable to walk, being 

dragged out of a police car and into the front door of 

the station. Within a K few minutes at least two civil 

rights leaders had received calls from a hysterical woman 

declaring a cab driver was being beaten by the police. 

Simultaneously, since Smith had, from the cab, radioed 

his dispatch office that he was being arres~ee picked up, 

cab drivers all over the city were learning of the arrest. 

b!ithin minutes a crowd was forming on the grounds of the 

housing project across the s~ree~ narrow street from the 

station. As more and more people arrived, the description 

of the beating purportedly administered to Smith,became 
<:z~~c,f~~t1'6 

more and more exaggerated. ;;~ were fueled and sustained 

by other tales of pmlice malpractice that, going back over 

the years, had been submitted for investigation but never ~ 

heard of again, so that they remained like sores festering 

in the minds of the people. 
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By 10:15 p.m. the situation had become so potentially 

explosive that both the Senior Inspector on the 11mi~kx night 

watch and the Director of Police, Dominick Spina, were 

summoned to the 4th Precinct. s;ina, 56 years old, a 

graduate of Newark (now Rutgers) Universtiy Law School, is 

known as a cop's cop; hard and tough, but supposedly just 

and fair also. Since taking over in 1962 his principal 
~ 

goal had been to get the police out of political, to make 

them professionals and get rid of the incompetents and the 

slough-offs. 

By offering to meet with all-comers one night a 

week and by initiating a Citizens Observer Program in 

which interested citizens could ride in patrol cars, he 

had attempted to initiate a dialogue between thej>olice 

and the population. Although the concept of the program 

was sound,in practioe it failed to workt t ew of the younger 

element of the population -- those that were likely to 

cause the most trouble -- would willingly ride in the 

patrol car. 

When Inspector Melchior and Director Spina arrived 

at the police station they were met by a delegation of 

civil rights leaders and militants who demanded the 

right to see and interview Smith. Inspector Melchior 

acceded to their request. When Smith w~ L before o/k... 

Jt,.~ it was iMMESiuttlJ apparent tha:.,whatever the cause 

of his injuries, he needed to be examined by a doctor. 

Again, bowing to demands, the police agreed to transport 

him to a hospital. 
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Sartith "u iA~azies eoneistdl e! czackaCI II s. e3oth 

wittin and outside the police station the atmosphere 

was growing Carloads of police officers, 

summoned as reinforcements, were arriving. Subjected to 

a gauntlet of catcalls, taunts and curses, some of them 

replied in kind. Three of the civil rights leaders inside 

the station decided to attempt ·••iJifhS e~seaf95 2 
..,.,_numbering some 200 to 300 persons, almost all of them 

young/ by telling them a protest march 1io City Hall would 

be organized on the following day. at this 
the rounds oft ro ·ec 6h, 

time were still gathered on the opposite side of the street 

from the station) and there had been no physical confron­

tation between them and the police. bxx 

As the men were talking to the crowd, one or more 

Molotov cocktails, poesib!y tli1ow11 r1um aa:a uppoilF &:t.Qry 

w:istcluw In Cb@ M.w¼is g f j t, arcU. against the brick 
~wll•• of the police station and splattered h tlessly to 

the ground. ~ few minutes later a formation of police 

officers) exiting from the back door, waded into the 

assembled group in order to drive it_.•-~ away from the 

station. Lofton and Curvin pleaded with the p&lice for 

more time to disperse the group •~peacefully. It was agreed 

that they could have 15 minutes more. They decided that) 

in order to move the crowd out, they would organize a march 
~ 

on City Hall immediately instead of waiting~ the following 

day. 
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The protesters had now been augmented by an estimated 

25 cab x■ drivers who, upon hearing of Smith's arrest, 

had decided to stage a rally of their own. They began 

taking on passengers for the short trip to the City Hall. 

?twas approximately midnight when a fire enginJ" il 

et- fun wt1,~tu earlieE:: ul:!ten the mOlet ,v Oe~t,; J tza Jr en, 

ths;s.z.;..- ,:;;t~on the scene) limt.. was i1rn s a· • Jy pelted 

with bricks and bottles. The police, their heads pro-

tected by World War I tin helmets, sallied forth in full 

force. The marchers,who were still in the process of 

forming, were scatteredX a few minutes later~ the 

street the first liquor store was broken into. \However, 

by about 2: 30 a.m / the disturbance appeared to have run 

its course. 

The next afternoon the Mayor decribed it as an 

isolated incident. H&xi• Invited to appear before and 

talk to the people at a protest rally being organized at 

the housing project, kiB he is reported to have declined 

the invitation,x ~e did agree to the demand to the naming of 

a Negro to the rank of Captain in the Police Dept. and 

announced that he would set up a panel of citizens to 

investigate the Smith arrest. To one civil rights leader 
~ ·,.s 
_.. sounded like "The same old song" and he walked out. 

Other observers reported that the Mayor seemed unaware of 

the seriousness of the tensionsx l he police were not. 

nbeknown to the Mayor they were mobilizing almost 

half of the strength of the department for that evening. 
~ \·•LL 

Within the Negro community there were reports that~ had 

begun arresting teenagers for investigative purposes. 

Tension continued to mount. H 
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Spirit I, 
Nowhere was the tension greater than at the srs ·~ 

House, the gathering place for Black Nationalists, Black 

Power advocates) and militants of everp hue. Black Muslims, 
1'\ob~">./

Orthodox M&sH m)and members of the United Afro-American 

Association, a new and growing organization who follow in 

general the teachings of the late Malcolm X, came to mingle 
. tfl'jin·~-R• Yj.z=Uijl( T r 

and exchange views. -.l.. 

The two police-Negro clashes, coming one on top of the 

other, coupled with the unresolved political issues, had 

created a Mood of rebellion. 

In the Hayes Housing Project across the street from 

the 4th Precinct Police Station, leaflets were being passed 

out announging a "Police Brutality Protest Rally~ 

CTelevision camera men were on hand to film the demonstratiol),( 

~ ds were performing for the cameras. 

A picket line was formed to march in front of the police 

station. At 6:30 p.m. James ~ eatt, Executive Director of 

the Newark Human Rights Commission, arrived to announce fo 

the people in front of the station the decision of the Mayor 

to form a ,9'i.tizens .s,foup to investigate the Smith incident, 

and to elevate a Negro of Captain. 

ni ht of the riot 

they 

station. 

rocks start cl 

ing and auto obile fires 
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The response/ti0 ~he loosely-milling mass of people 
ii~ Cv.> 

__ e derisive. One kid shput~d "Black Powert several 
~ 'W,ll&Jv' ~ ~ Sh.i tl:. - - vrfo w ~ ia~~J,~~ ~~ '}_ ~a~ -- ~t;Wle/.

timesXl£_ocks were thrown at 'freatt~ ~ssiles began 

hurtling against the walls of the police station. Within 

the station the anger of the police officers was intense. 

After a short period of time they were given an order to 

break up the demonstration. There was, reportedly, little 

restraint on either sideKthe language employed was that 
?-

of the ghetto. Anyone who failed to move was moved by 

force. 

that went 

Following this, while some --m•x• members of the 

crowd turned to throw rocks at the police station, others 

scattered in all directions. Soon reports of looting began 

to come in. Without enough men to establish control, the 

police set up a perimeter -C. E around a two-mile stretch 

of Springfield Avenue, one of the principal business dis­

tricts, where bands of youths roamed up and down~ smaS'ling 

windows. Grocery and liquor stores, clothing and furniture 

stores, drug stores and cleaners, appliance stores and 

pawnsh~ps were the principal targets. Periodically police 
~ 

officers would appear/ fire their weapons over thfeads of 

looters and rioters. ,J.,; , 

a:SWe:, 3.Y midnight activi~ to~er off. The 
-z::-

Mayor told reporters the city had turned the corner.~ 

news of the disturbance had spread, however, people had 

flocked into the streets. As they saw stores being broken 

into with impvf/!Jity, many spectators bowed to the tempta­

tion and began helping themselves. 
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Withoutk the necessary personnel to make mass 

arrests, police were shooting into the axi air 

to clear stores. A Negro boy was wounded by a .22 caliber 

bullet fired by a white man riding in a car,X_!!.uns were 

reported stolen from a sfars, Roebuck store,,t ]J>oting, 
a-,,.__ 

fires) and gunshots were reported fromAever-wider aa- area. 

Between 2:00 and 2:30 a.m. on Friday, July 14, the;'ayor 

decided to request Governor Hughes to dispatch State 

Police and National Guard troops. The State Police-, -who 

had set up a comrnand pest in the Armery o~ Ju~e 27th, -

wben xs violence bad bee~ eKpeeted as a reealt of the 

SoaEa of Bew••••en meetiR!, arrived with a sizeable 

contingent before dawn. 

During the course of the morniAr!)l the Governor and 

the Mayor, to~ether with police and National Guard officers, 

made a reconnaisance of the area. The police escort 

guarding the officials" arrested looters as they went. By 

noon the National Guard had set up 137 roadblocks) and state 

police and riot teams were beginning to achieve control. 

The three-way command structure: City Police, State Police, 

and National Guard, however, worked poorly. The City and 

State Police did not operate on the same radio wave-lengths,K 

~ch did many things the other did not find out about until 
~ 

later. 

At 3:30 p.m. '1!!,aJI 91 that afternoon, the fami(;ff 

Mrs. D. J. were standing 
~ a the upstairs mf windows of their 

apartment, watching looters run in and out of a furniture 

store on Springfield Avenue. Three carloads of police 

officers rounded the corner. As the police yelled at --..rr 

the people in the furniture store~an &running.~
,) 
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police ■Ex officers opened fire~ .,\.. bullet smashed the 

kitchen window in Mrs. D. J.'s ppartment. A moment 

later she heard a whine xliii~axthe bedroomY her three-!" -:;;. 

year old daugher, Debbie, came running into the roo~ 

1'!~lding the lettdiide or t t rcv?do:rm nbh:h -B}ood was 
dow----'"' lc\l 'c,10..C.. Jr -L,.., ~-' ~ 

etreamingA the bullet had entered her~ eye. She 

spent the next two months inCbe hospital. She lost the 
~hl'< --L-v 

sight of ~~ye and the hearing in WI& left ear. 

On the streetJ Horace w. Morris, ali Xssociate 

pirector of the WAshington Urban Leaguef who had been 

visitng relatives in Newark, was about to enter his car 

for the drive to._ Newark Airport. With him were his 

two brothers and his 73-year old stepfather, Isaac 

Harrison. About 60 persons had been on the street watching 

the looting.wiieh wee eaking plaee ewe e As the police 

arrived, theee of the looters cut across the street directly 

inf ront of the group of spectators. As the police began 
~ec~~'i. ­

firing at the looters/ bullets plowed into the~ ;: ~very--
one began running. As Harrison,ns i I, followed by his 

family, headed toward the apartment building in which he 

lived, a bullet kicked his legs out from under him. Horace 

Morris lifted him to his f eetX-- ~ gain he fell. ._ Mr. 

Morris's brother, Virgil, attempted to pick the old man up,x 

A:, t ~i~ ~ J he was hit in the a left leg and right forearm,K Mr. Morris 

and his other brother managed to drag the two wounded men 

into the vestibule of the building, which was jammed with 

60 !:, 70 frightened and angry Negroes. 
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Bullets continued to spatter against the walls of the 

buildings~ • . Finally, as the r,1Jai.ae firing died down, Morris- ­
~s,~et,'1'L,.;, Su.«-.~~ TO~~ ~~ C --

/\ yelled to~ /ergeant that innocent people were being shot. 

l11 Tell the black bastards to stop shooting at us," was the 

reply. L"They don't have guns; no one is shooting at you," 

Morris said. tYou shut up, there's a sniper on the roof," 

the /ergeant yelled. 

Heavy sniper fire was, in fact, being x~~• reported 

from all over thrity. 

Two hours later three blocks away on Beacon Street, 

w. F. told J.S., whose 1959 Pontiac he had taken to the 

station for inspection, that his front brake needed fixing. 

J. S., who had just returned from work, said, "Okay, "x went 

to the car which was parked in the street, jacked up the 

front end, took the wheel of:.,and got under the car. A 

~i'le-eeri,e!'-er-Sr, ~ street was quiet~ more than a dmzen 
~ ~ ~to~~\~ , 

persons were sitting on porches, walking about/0~ •• the 

stwps ml none M" Lhelfir heard any shots. Suddenly several 
-;z.. 

state troopers appeared at the corner of Springfield• and 

RaE Beacon. J.S. was starteded ~a shot clanging into the 

side of the garbage can next to~ car. As he looked up 

he saw a state trooper with his rifle pointed at him. The 

next shot struck J.S. in the right side. laxai 
.t: k.Go -a__ 

At almost the same instan•, ~, standing on - porch,
k~ s-,s_ 

was struck in the right eye by a bulletJ ~othAwere critically 

injured. &_nightfall most of the looting and burning had 

been ended) and there were no longer any mobs on the street. 

At 8:00 p.m. Mrs. L.M. bundled her eebana'e ~BeeAer 

husband, her husband's brother and her four sons itlftB into 

the family car to drive to the White Castle Restaurant for 

https://r,1Jai.ae
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dinner. On the return trip her husband, who was driving, 
Cit--

panicked as he ~pproached ta National Guard roadblock. 
~ 

He slowed the ca5 allld quickly swerved around. When thej fl '"'-' ~ 
reached home) 11116 everyone began piling out of the car-;..._ 

@ year-old Eddie failed to movex ae lad kse~ s hot through
-k.. ~ 

the head , mlli was dead. 0

/ -k,' 1\\~ . 
Reports of sniper fire continued al i 1uJb i t was, 

~ 

according to Wlile National Guard reports, 11 Deliberately or 

otherwise inaccurate." Major General James F. Cantwell, 

Chief of Staff of the New Jersey Department of Defense, 

testified bifore the Armed SErvices Subcommittee of the 

House of Representatives that "There was too much firing 

initially against snipers 11 because of 11 confusion when we 

were finally called on for help and our thinking of it as 

a military action." 

A high-ranking Newark police official said that 

11 There probably had not been as much sniping as everyone 

thought."~ome of the misconceptions were due to the lack 

of communications. The state police had placed men on 

rooftops but other law enforcement personnel remained un-
1wt\~~~ 

aware of this. OtherA could be traced to the fact that the 
troops ~ 

National Guard/lacked riot training,~were, according to the 

same Newark police official, "young add very scare~ and had ~ 

little contact with Negroes • .ti . e... \.._ .o, . , r-.. ~-ri._

1W,~\"' ~ ~ u..c,i..J.. °'~ ~ 'T\J.... ~:+o.~"d ~ ""'~ '\&«,o . · - •-v~ ~ 
fn 1949, out of a force of 12,529 men there had been 

1,183 Negroes} iR i!he Cr ■ sa, i;.::_e,,,l'ollowing the integration 

of the Guard in kthe 1950's illl:brnumber had :::,ts i'Zf 

declined until, by July of 196) only JO~ eft in a 

force of 17 ,529~. 
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On Saturday, July 15, Dominick Spina, the Director of 

the Newark Police, received a report of snipers in the 

Hayes Housing Project. When he arrived ~w.1-- he saw 

approximately 100 city and state police officers and 

Natio~ Guardsmen hiding in corners and lying on the 

ground all around the edge of the courtyard. Since every­

thing appeared quiet and it was broad daylight, Spina 

walked out directly it{}o the middle of the courtyard;t 

nothing happened. A few minutes later, as he stood there, 
~ 

he heard a shot~ ...all around him the troopers jumped,
-:#,-

believing themselves to be under sniper fire. A moment 

later a young Guardsman came running from behind 1:Za? o-­

building and plopped down into another hiding placeX t he 

Director of Police went over to where the soldier had 

crouched down)and asked him if he had fired the shotX ::;_he 

sold ier' sai'd IIyes,~ he had f ire. d t o scare a man away f rom a 

window; that his orders were that no one had a right to be 
~ 

standing at 1::lm. window. 

The Director of Police remained at the /4using ~ej ect 

for three hours) and there was no shot fired except the one 

by the Guardsman. Bax 
~ - ~'i)c

aw: Ail 6:ftft 1 7188 o'clock that evening two columns 

of National Guardsmenr' and state troopers were directing 

mass fire at the Hayes Housing Project in response to what 

they believed were snipers. }on the 10th floor, Eloise 
~ ~<!)1~<:.k~y

Spellma~fe 1, a bul l et through her neck. 
Q....V ~~ c, t-

ACrOSS the street zcuczal pe~sons ~ standing in an1 
~ 

apartment window/ ~atching the firing e · g directed at the 

km••~ housing project. Suddenly several troopers whirled 
~~, 

and began firing at the~ Qn b:lzc fl 111 1 J ,,., Mrs. Hattie 

&;Qli f lie A-~leek-away-Re~eeea 
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A block away Rebecca Brown's two-year old daughter 
As"m\~. ~ 

was standing at sia/\rushed to drag her to 
' 

safety, • she 

ieeM the window,< ;_ bullet spun into li!!"c lilil'Q,N back_,K 

l_~l three of the women died. 

A number of eye witnesses) at varying times and 

pkes, reported seeing bottles thrown from upper story 

windows. As di&r-would land at the feet of an officer 

he would turn and fire. Thereupon, other officers and 

Guardsmen up and down the street would join in. 

In order to protect his property, B.w.w., the owner 

of a Chinese laundry) had placed a sign sayin~ "Soul 

Brother" in his window. Between 1:00 and 1:30 a.m. on 

Sunday, July 16, he, together with his mother, wife and 

brother, was watching television in the back room. Up to 

that point of the night the neighborhood had been quie~. 

"P.>,w. i.\) ' f,.. .... ~ ....
Suddenly.,Aheard the sound of jeeps, then shots. ~g 

ADDEhDlt Te MlfH:PIRK 

I 
No snipers were arrestep.. Of the 250 fir~ alarms 1>r°d wiu/"tx.J

C~t'1~~~~~ •.;z I 1, 
aJ only 13 werecmsidred/ *t d ■ "serious,",{ Four-~ifths of 

• curred due to stock ~e. ' 000 worth of damage was in 1t :>.. 'M\\\,~ , 
~ \•J • t , ' ~ · ~ ~~ ted ~ .71.NW-cv~ ~ 5 53 3 

' ,v • ' -.i.c: '-'•c: c;t..L~ ... ........ ......... ~ ~ --"' ... .._ 
wV ov,.. • 

'. 

• . - "•"'-"'vv take the 
~ ~ v A ~ ~ - ~ ~~ ld s on, Michael , to 

sf<ed he 11-year o ind illuminated by
s]le then a street x was 
~ As he reached the 

e out. • d garb ag out( he die • 
. t a shot rang :;i.. shot 

a street 1igh, d. d as a result of gun 
------ · s who ie · sonL - --~fnt y-one civilian ld 1saac Harri • 
~ of e ne was 73-yeai: o 

ll were Negrox ~ 
wounds, a 
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I 

Six were women~ two were children. 
/\ ~ 

On the evening of Monday, July 17, a Catholic/riest 

saw two Negro men walking down the street. They were 

carrying a case of smda and two bags of groceries. An 

unmarked car with five police officers pulled up beside t~emt 

..t},,o white officers got out of the car. ~e- sftSleit~ the 
~ tk o5&iUA6 
Negro men of lootingJJmade them put the groceries on the 

sidewalk, then kicked the bags open, scattering their 
T.q__l\\~ 

contents all over the street. '.Bhe offio re ~hetft:ele the ~ 
~ ~,~ 

men, "Get out of here," _./frove off. The Catholic ftiest 

went across the street to help~ gather up the groceries. 
~ -h,""' , }

One of ~he• turned to el er i "I •ve just been back 

from Vietnam two days," he said, "and this is what I get. 

feel like going home and getting a rifle and shooting the 

cops." 

~r~*""I 1at 2 the Black Power Conference 

began in Newark. 
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As reports of looting, shipers, fire and death 

fanned outward towards other Negro enclaves in.-ifurthern 

New Jersey, a web of tension began forming. Whenever one 

strand of that web was agitated, the whole web rippled. 

liiiiiiiia x -i,_Verywhere Negro,ghettos existed/ Elizabeth, 

Englewood, Jersey City, Plainfield, New Brunswick/ ;am,ta/eople 
Fl>l~ ~ 

had friends and relatives living in Newark)"Ate telephone 

provided/8irectJ.ink to the scenes of violence. !I •• 

-i:fu...._,elephonic messages,..> expressing the minority point of view, 

frequently were at total xaxxi variance with reports~[ ~a 
being transmitted by the mass media. -!n ta I, I r; 

Hal IX Laa. 

As hoary stories from Newark grew in number, fear and 
~~.1 

anger interwove themsmres within the Negro ghettoS.,v(umors 

amplified by radi~zm;ii telev.isi.on and the newspapers; 

expeci ally with re,ard to guerilla bands ~!/112 % ■ ilg roaming 

the streetsJcreated wtihin the white communities a sense of 

danger and terror.;TQayor Patricia Q. Sheehan of New Brunswick, 

it seemed as if, "Almost there was a fever in the air." She 

went on to say: "Rumors were coming in from all sides on 

July 17th. Negroes were calling to warn of possible dis­

turbances; whites were calling; shop owners were calling. 

https://telev.isi.on
https://Jf7C-l[.rv


Most of the people were concerned about a possible blood-
~ : t( 

bath. 11 It was her opinion~ we are talking
a. 

ourselves into it." 

~ verywhere there was the same ixJUtxx~aaiixJxrixk inequality wit 
~ 

regard to education, job opportunities, income,Ahousing. 

Everywhere there was the same lack of representation 

of Negroes on the local ,{overnment. In six New Jersey 
~ 1)0~~~

conununities with sizVble Negro ~••nt.ab!i.&P. iii .. hich~~or 
tJ;:;Ub!@ begs~ chje euMa~.there were onlyAfive Negro 

Councilmen.ix In a half dozen school systems in which 

Negro children composed as much as half of the school 
~~~ 

population, there were only Asix members of the Board of 

Education. In none of the municipal governments did a 

Negro hold a key position. In each of the !hettos the 

Negro felt himself surrounded by an intransigent wall of 

whites. 

In four cities: Bloomfield, Harrison, Irvington, 

and Maplewood, forming an arc about Newark, out of a 

total population of more than 150,000, only 1,000 were 

Negroes. In the six cities surrounding Plainfield, out 

of a population of more than 75,00°.)only 1500 were Negro. 
~~~~~~ 

Two 16 IE~onununil::ies, Jersey City and Elisabeth, 
c.\~-foo-(.L,O

had had minor ..z:i•ILin 1964. The view from Jersey City is 

https://Councilmen.ix
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that of the New York skyline. Except for a few imposing 

buildings, such as those of the high-rise New Jersey 

Medical Center, much of Jersey City i·•a:11111~-~is a oollection 

of no~escript and deteriorating e~i¼eiftge houses, 

fleshed out with factories and cut up by ribbons of super­

highways and railroads. 

As one of the principal freight terminals for New 

York City, aa1m Jersey City's decline has paralled that of 

deterioriated in 
~ 

valueJ, and urban renewal lands ha: ii ■■ Rt taken off the tax 

rolls, the city suffered a catastrophic decline in assessed 
$ t,

valuation; jromA465 million in 1964 to~367 million in 1967. 

The tax axx rate, according to Mayor Thomas J. Whelan, has 

"reached the point of diminishing returns." HxmaR 

Uraan renewal projects intended to clear slums.4 and 

replace them with lowjcost housing; have factuallylresultea) , 
~ -l~ / _,, 

in a reduction of 2,000,/\infts. "Planners make plans and 

then simply tell people what they wre going to do," i ■ thia 

q,ompl:aint made •t Negroajft1'.;heir growing opposition to 

such projects. 

Wooden sewers mg■ ~~•- residents of some sections 
01.1 ih offuJ Sevli411'-0_; 

of the citYJ7i~t9k sewer~,follapse frequently, backing up 
85_ -r-k 

the sewage. 1ciuiZ?I f\1} population clamors for qetter 
ili ~ 

education for ~l ±t childrenj~ne school system has reached 

its bonding capacity. By 1975 it is estimated that there 

will be a net deficit of 10 elementary and one high school. 

Recently the /ayor proposed to the Ford Foundation that 

it take over the operation of the entire educational systemx 

~ ~ he offer.:· was declined. 
-:z.. 
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A large percentage of the white population send 

their children to parochial schools. As a result, because 

they have not had to utilize the public school system, 
'tl°""' . \~ ~ C4.~ " 

white residents have been slower to move out sf 11 ai•!'· 

LThe Negro population remains relatively sma111 only 15 

percent of the total, it is confined nk within one 

limited area. There~ little Negro political leader-
~ . 'tk_ 

ship~ what ciitG exist~ fragme~ted and indewive. ~ 
~~(A ~tl-•1 ~~. ~~~ ~ N~~ ~ ,~0-~,-'lJL.~)~~ t~i~ · 

-Q \Th~police departihent, like Newark's, o~e of the ~, 
~ 

largest in the nation for a city of its size,Jstill re-

tains some of the flavor described by BHEEBBB a euccess­

ful/l!l~~Utive: "We were accustomed to the Special Service 

.,.Division of the Police Dept. If we were caught hanging V 

around we were picked up by the police and taken to the 

city hospital and beaten with a rubber hose." li'na-eJ.!!t-a 

A city official, questioned about Negro representa­

tion on the police force, replied that it was 34 times 
~ 

greater than 20 years ago..K@_years ago itfFonsisted of 

one man. ( 

A hard-nosed, but realistic police captain who 

commands and lives within the precinct with the highest 

Negro concentration, insists that his men adapt to the 

mores of the population and be able to get along with the 

people. If they can'tJthey are transferred from the pre­

cinct. i~e faptain's opinion that the greatest 

degree of tension arises when policemen from outside the 

precinct come in in order to make arrests or quell dis­

turbances. Such police officers do not understand the 
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problems and the social habits of the people and are 

therefore apt to react with undue force. 

During the four days of the Ne1mrk riot,; when the 

city became awash with tales of all descriptions, Mayor 

Whelan announced that if there were any disturbances he 

would "meet force with force." The ghetto area was 

flooded with police officers. 

On Monday and Tuesday, July 17 and 18, when crowds 

gathered and a few rocks were thrown, mass arrests were 

made. Only one store was broken into and the pilferage 
5'...c-l a.o 

there was lirnited to em.dy aa i terns ~candy and 

chewing gum. LOne man died. He was a Negro cab driver 

into whose cab a Negro boy threw a Molotov cocktail. 

(Note:) Somewhere in that account stick in the 

A chicken and an Orthodox Moslem combined to keep 

Elizabeth cool. As in Jersey City, police had beefed up 

their patrols)and xuixxxax the very presence of so many 

officers contributed to the rising tensions. Residents 

of the 12-block by 3-block ghett~jarnrned between the New 

Jersey Turnpike and the waterfront, went around muttering: 

"We are being punished but we haven't done anything." 

bhe community," another said i:a:sxax later, "felt it 

was ain a concentration camp." lKids ~he two high-density 

housing projects concentrated in the area were walking around 



saying: "We' re next, we might as well go." 

About 11:30 p.m. Monday, July 17th a window was 

broken. Commented a businessman: "Down here in the port 

it's business as usual when one store window is broken 

each week. What is normal becomes abnormal at a time 

like this." 

Soon other windows were being broeen. As police 

anived in force, groups a tPf scattered and began breaking 

windows further down the stree'tr{ ~ Molotov cocktail was 
-:;:z. 

thrown at a tavern ..... fire engines arrived~ they were 
~ ~,-

pelted with rocks. Community workers began circulating 

through the area, desperately attempting to get kids off 

the streeb)(_!!\any of them had relatives and friends in 
~CL~~~{J~ ·,-v-- ~ .)

Newark. ~~th4¥ fea~tha!.if the violence were not 

curbed it would turn into a bloodbath. ~ee Rdfh 

One worker discovered kids)~R rs . ■ l&J siphoning 
( l\C,,... ~ , 

gasoline into smda bottles from a truck/\ He tf?anaged to 

talk them out of the Molotov cocktails. (Th: confronta­

tion between the police and~b of teenagers and youths 

fe tJ w lJ twcat· e was progressing toward a climax 

when a chicken fluttered out of the shattered window of 

a poultry market. One youth attempted to throw gasoline 

on it and set it afire. As the gasoline sloshed onto the 

pavemen1y the chicken leaped. The flames merely singed its 

feathers. A gangling six-foot youth attempted to leap 

upon the chicken. The bird was too quick for him. As it 

https://fea~tha!.if
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darted out of ix his way~he slipped and tumbled against a 
LJ:-L_ 'tt1· 

tree. ~ star_1/88~~Qy 8~oke the tension~jeople 

laughed~ soon they began to drift home. 
,;;. 

The following day tensions in the area ~kei111s••:~a~mountcz.J-. 

again as police patrolled the 36#square block;Saaa!l with 220 

men~some of them stationed on rooftops. Early in the 

evening theryor agreed to meet with a delegation of 13 

community leaders. After they had entered his office he 

called in thejhief of)'olice and read him an execu~ive 

order to: "Shoot to kill." · "Force would be met with 
-k ;,4-fJ , ¾ Q/t;,J~ ~ ~ 

superior force.J 11 ~/ldeviation from GilF\ offie'er would be 

cause for dismissal. 

The delegation from the community did not react 

favorably. They proposed the setting up of a"peacekeeper , 

' task force. 11 The j.ayor agreed to let them try~@ 

armbands with the words "peacekeeper" were printed. 

of those who agreed to be a peacekeeper was.._ Heshan 

Jaaber. Jaaber, a...z5 sen, liM:~i,oc1cx Hesi:att who officiated 

at Malcolm XLs funeral is a leader of a small sect of 

Orthodox Moslems. A teacher of Arabic and the Koran at 

the Spirit House in Newark, he is a responsible 

whose existence-" the Mayor aa:iai said he had not 

of, but with whom he thought he could work in the future. 
:::rQA.bov 

Although• believed that certain people were sucking the 

life blood out of the community/ "Count the number of 

taverss and bars in~ Elizabeth port area and compare 

them with the number of recreation facilities," / ,e had 



J..8 

witnessed the carnage in Newark and believed it could 

serve no purpose to have a riot. Two dozen of his 
:5e2~~"-)

followers, wearing their red f ii , took to the streets 

to urge orderX he himself traveled about in a car with a
:::,... 

bullhorn. 

lixexx As the peacf-Fepers began to make their in­

fluence felt, the police withdrew ~hei ■ pa a anl from 

the areaY there was no further trouble. 
~ ~ 

ucational cissue, 

urch, only 3 

of approximately 

no more than 100 

On the night that Dr. Nathan Wright was holding his 

Blick Power Conference in Newark,,J his niece wa_s attending 

an integrated party in Englewood. ~he cornmur\\J)y of 

28,000, one-fourth of whorna are Negro, the po ice had 

been expecting a riot since two weeks before NEwark. As 

part of this expectation they p~ad tested tear gas ~ ~ns 
JI. ._ ,~ <11" 0 

xxsm on the police firing range n t e middle of the esi-

dential area. The wind blew the tear gas x into surrounding 

houses~ the occupants were enraged. 
~ 

The day following the outbreaks in Elizabeth~ and 

Jersey City, police began warning the businessmen in Englewood 

toforepare for a riot. Lon Friday, July 21, on the report that 

crowds were gathering, police issued a general alarm. @ 

police officers from surrounding communities were brought into 

the city. As rumors of an impending riot swept the .e~ .!l;;Lt5 

numbers of EKXBi■H curious citizens began mgathering at street 

corners. ~9:00 o'clock that evening a fire truck responded 

tof n alarm, -!_twas pelted with rocks. As policemen arrived to 



~ provide protection some members of the bands of unemployed 

Negro youths who xai&i~tai1Kung out we~ *lie street corners,1 

began breaking store windows. The windows damaged were 
~Oo,eL;"A 

apparently Fi; \Ao at random. A paint store window was 

broken but a jewelry store window was left untouched. There 
~ 

was no looting,K~ olice} qaichly us~ off the are':l asa~c.~ 

contained the disturbance. 

Abetted by the authorities) the press magnified the 

• ~ Among thef"'f.J/J& distortionsnature of the disturbance many,-fold . 

was a report that police were pineed down by cros~1fire from 
w~ ~ 

snipers. When l•~•• an investigation ca IA ~e madeJ\it1 was 

determined that the cross1]ire had consisted of kids setting 

off firecrackers in a part ~J~IEL!:::r 
e city that produced the 1956 Decat on cham­ fD 

pion, Milt Campbell, that experiencedNew Jersey's wors~ 

violence outside of Newark. 

A pleasant, tree-shaded city of some 45,000, Plainfield 

has a growing Negro population whic:'1, by 196:; ~ was estimated do -k. 

wa;~ng 30 percent of the total. As in Englewood, there 

was a sharp division between the Negro middle clas 5,1 which 

lived in the "Filded /hettoj' and the unskilled, unemployed 

and underemployed poor. \..!he political and social structure 

of the community, geared towards meeting the needs of the 

suburban middl~lass, was unprepared to cope with the problems(1-

b 11 fa : i by N :i: m:rgonde• i ty a growing underskilled and 

undereducated,._. populatiol}(~ccustomed to viewing politics 

as a gentleman's pastim:.., jriey were startled and upset.. 1 fh(; 

wcz I ~i!& by the heat and intensity with which demands 
~ 

issued from the ghetto. /l.,$uch demands were cf ts:: met 



obliquely, rather than head-on. 

For example, in the surmner of 1966, trouble was 

narrowly averted over the issue of a swirmning pool for 

Negro youngsters. In the summer of 1967, instead of 

having built the pool1the city began bussing the children 

to the county pool a half-hour's ride distant •• The ¥, 
service was not free)< the ,'"~¼:?t!;,~t;;:l;H';; g;:;; ~ .,.2oWN/ '.,I 

-::a-

IA,isl: elaes c,aftaaeae, would be prohibitive on a fre­

quent basis for poor · families with• numbe~ of children. 

6sureiijiiiaH~8n the school system to adapt itself 

to the changing social and ethnic background of its 

pupilsf ~ ere were strikes and boycotts. It was estimated 

that two-thirds of the school dropouts were Negro. 

In February of 1967 the NAACP, out of a growing sense 

of frustration with the municipal government, tacked a list 

of 19 demands and complaints to the door of the fity )full. 

Most dealt with discrimination in housing, employment1 and 

in the public schools. By the summer of 1967 the ¢ity's 

¢omrnon /ouncil had not responded. Although two of the 11 

council members were Negro, both represented the "?ilded 
d ~-~ ~~ Thetto." The poverty area ~epresented by two white 

women, one of whom had been appointed x by the/ouncil 

after the elected representative, a Negro, had been trans-
~ 

ferred by his company andAmoved out of the a•••- ~ ';;- · 
The week prior to the Newark outbreak, trouble had 

arisen in Plainfield during the course of a routine arrest 

in one of the housing projects. A woman, after she had 

been handcuffed, had fallen down a flight of stairs. The 

officer~ said she had slippedA Negro residents claimed he 

had pushed her. When a delegation went to fity_}(all to file 



a complain1;,they were told by the 1ity flerk that he was 
~o~

not~£ rr to accept it. Believing they were being 

given the run-around, the delegation) llllllle~ angry and 

frustrated.) ~GA-lA..J., • 

On Friday evening, July 14, the same police officer 

involved in the arrest~ was moonlighting as a private 

guard at a diner frequented by Negro kids. He was, 

reportedly, number two on the community's "ten most-wanted' 

list• of disliked police officers. The list itself was 

colorblind. Although out of 82 officers on the fore~ 
cxr ~ ¥1..tJ

only 5 were Negro, two• the te1}1..-ost- wanted~list were 

Negro,xsfiic > l,:he two officers most generally respected 

in the Negro community were white. 

exx1Although most of the kids at the diner were of 

high school age, there was one husky k youth in his mid-
~ °' twenties who had a reputation ~bully~•if$:~;.,.S•h~r--i3..m1~~e~~P:::::Wtf-l~idci:..;:.... 

Sometime before 10:00 p.m., as a result of an argument, he 

hit a 16-year old boy and split his face open. As the boy 

lay bleeding on the asphalt, his friends rushed to the 

police officer and demanded that he call an ambulance and 

arrest the offender. Instead, the officer walked over to 

the boy, looked at him..1 and reportedly said: "Why don't you 

just go home and wash up?"fHe refused to arre:! xe• 

Although a police car dtimately arrived a,a l t z ~•k the 

boy to the hospital, the youngsters at the diner were in­

cense~ ~hey believed the episode portrayed the z double 

a standard of law enforcement among white and blackXthey 
-::,.. 



j.2 

believed thatj had the two participants in the incident 

been white,~~~ the 

older youth would have been arrested, the younger taken 

to the hospital immediately. 

~nt 

/4 potice 

In order to go from the diner to the housing project 

in which most of them lived, the youths had to traverse four 

blocks of the city's business district. As they Jd:a walked/ 
~ 13 or !, br I )

Jss g they li½!S£&k••'1w1naows. /It was a challenge to 

the police: "If they won't do anything about that, then 1 

let's see them doa:>mething about this." Two weeks earlier a white 
(nan had bro a / .....__ 
~ ~ne of the quiet, suburban streets, two young 
"--fU.lJ ot W1~ \). \-\, l,... , C. 

Negroes, &la11ig Yard¥ and Lenn i c Ce tJ.; 09, had been e neighbors. 
\),\-\. 

Ba•tty had graduated from high school, attended Farley-

Dickinson College~andJafter receiving a degree in psychology, 

had obtained a job as a reporte4t-.on the Plainfield Courier_ 

News. 
\....C, 

CmthgaR had dropped out of high school, become a 

worker in a EkHDl chemical plant, and) although/!~ihts 20's, 

had fathered seven children. A man with a strongxeseR sense 

of family, he liked sports and played in the~~ 

league. Active in civil rights, he had, like the civil 

rights organizations, over the years, become more 

,U sz ., ,._ *• '4, 1 

Fo 0- ru·~9) c/-,l'M._ -k. ~ ~ tt_ M~ .. 

https://reporte4t-.on
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Shortly after midnight, in an attempt to cap the 
'1), H. ./

eruption, ~anzi.:i Haray and the two Negro ~ouncilmen met 

with the youths in the housing project. Although the 

focal point of the youths' bitterness was the attitude 

of the police/ until 1_966 police had used the word 

"nigger" over the police radio~£ j @ and one 

officer had worn a Confederate belt buckle and had 

flown a Confederate pennant on his cay ;,heir complaints 

ranged far and wide over local and national issues. 

10ft 3a,h the issues were diverseK~ere was an overriding 
~ff~

cynicrsm~natvgovernment would, of its own accord, make 

meaningful changes to improve the lot of the lower class 

Negro,X" ~ overriding belief that there were two sets of 

policies by the peope in power, whether they were law 

enforcement officers, newspaper editors, or government 

officials: One for white ArnericansJ and one for black. 

There was little confidence that the two council­

men aKlli whom the youths regarded as "Uncle Toms," and 

who, of course, did not represent the poor section, 

could exercise any influence. However, on the promise 

that meetings would be arranged that same day, Saturday, 

with the editor of the newspaper and with the 'J!.ayor, the 

youths agreed to disperse. 

At the first of these meetings the youths were 

apparently satisfied by the explanation that the news­

paper's coverage was not deliberately discriminatory. 

The second meeting with the ;{ayor, however, which began 

at 7:00 o'clock that evening, proceeded badly. The 



Negroes present felt that the /iayor was complacent 

and apathetic and that they were simply being given
1 

the usual lip service) from which nothing would de­

velop. 

The fayer, on the other hand, told Commission 

investigators that he recognized that "Citizens are 

frustrated by the political organization of the city," 

because he, himself, has no power and "each of the 

/ouncilmen says that he is just one of eleven and 

therefore can't do anything." 

After approximately two hours, a dozen of the 

youths walked out, indicating an impasse and signalling 

the break-up of the meeting. Shortly thereafter win­

dow smashing began,.k'- ~ tree was set afire by a 

Molotov cocktail. One fire engin:;in which a white 

and Negro fireman were sitting side by side, had a 

Molotov cocktail thrown at it; the white fireman was 

burned. 

There wasaiiiii§t akle discrimination as to which 

store windows were smashed, at least in the beginning. 

Liquor stores and taverns, especially, ·were singled out x 
~ 

--tP,' 1 ome of the youths ;=-ltcm"Q pointed" that there was an 

excess concentration of bars in the Negro sectionJ and 
~ 

that~ were an unheal.,, influence on the community. 
~ 

-~s a sesult ■ f ~he feet: that the police departme t 

had mobilized its full force, the situation, although 

serious, never appeared to reach the point of getting 

out of hand. Officers made numerous arrests. 



At three o'clock Sunday morning a heavy rain began 

to fall, scattering whatever persons remained of he 

streets. The /hie£ of the /ir8 told Commission 

investigators that it was his conclusion that "individuals 

making firebombs did not know what they were doing,for 

they could ha~e burned the city." 

In the morning police made no effort to cordon off 

the area. As white sightseers and churchgoers drove 

by the housing project xxx there were sporadic inci­

dents of rock-throwing and violence. During the early 

afternoon these accelerated. 
\.. .C .. ,,)

e.Mc , , together with two officials .of -the 

city's Human RElations Commission, decided to call 

another meeting to draw up a formal petition of 

gr:iarances. As the youths gathered it became apparent 

that some of them had been drinking. A few kept O •• 

~ '\k ~~~ ~ fu""'a ~ 
drifting away from the parking lot{\to throw rocks at 

fc'arsl passing~§I OR thi;:::::a 4;roet. It was deci:ided to·. move 

the meeting en m~s..s_e to Greenbrook Park, a county park-
several blocks away. 

including almost all of the rock­
Between Wand™ persons/piled into a caravan throwerf 

' z ===-=- ./
of cars and headed for the park. At approximately 3:30 

p.m. the Chief of the Union County Park Police arrived 

to discover the group being addressed by David Sullivan, 

Executive Director of the Human Relations Commission. 

He "informed Mr. Sullivan he was in violation of our 

park ordinance and to disperse the group." Sullivan and 
\.. ,e... 

CA ••~ attempted to explain that they were in the pro-

cess of drawing up a list of grievance:, but the ehief 
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remained adamant~ ~ they could not meet in the park
(' , 'Si!-

without a permi1:J and they did not have a permit. 

~ permitting the· group 10 to 15 minutes grace, a1e 

e\l'en t:hettg h-: pcot•Je u_ez:w still azzi;in'!J, the Chief 

decided to disperse them. "Their mood was very ex­

citable," he reported, and "in my estimation no one 

could appease them so we moved -them out without too 

much trouble. They left in a caravan of about 40 

cars, horns blowing and they yelling, headed south on 

West End Avenue to Plainfield." 

Within the hour looting became widespreadX cars 
z 

were overturned, a white man was snatched off a 

motorcycle) and the fire department stopped responding 

to alarms because the police were unable to provide 
a.;::::s:K;:~-...._' ~a. 11•~ ~ ~ a.lv-~""""h(.. ~,tl~) ..) 

t 2ft protection fhe Plainfiel d Police Dept. was 

caught unprepared. At 6:00 p.m. only 18 men were on 

dutyX7",g!leckpoints were established at crucial inter-

sections in an effort to isolate the area as much as 

possible. 

At one of the intersections, three blocks from 

the housing project, Officer John Gleason R&J ba.n 
~~~~. 

p t Jy together with two reserve officersJA Glea~on 

was a veteran officer, the son of a former r,21··11e­
~u_ ~~. 

lieutenant on the '1Wn£.fd:! !• iJ; i:s. M•,mx Shortly 

after 8:00 p.m. two white youths, m•~i• being chased 

~~ by a 22-year old Negro, .ll J Williams, came running 

~ f ,._ \ . .towards ~ post. ~he came in sight of .the police 



officers, Williams stopped. 
1), \.\ ·) 

When ia tJ II sJr:, the newspaper reporter, saw 

Officer Gleason he was two blocks from his post~ 

striding after Williams, ever deeper into the ghetto 
~ 

area f; he had already passed one housing project,x-1 

.E_eople in small groups were milling about everywhere. 
;z... 'v, \-\ .~ 
In m, 1:i¥7', words: "There was a kind of shock and 

amazement, 11 to see the officer walking by himself ~o 

deep in the ghetto. ~uddenly there was a confronta­

tion between Williams and Gleason. Some witnesses 

reported Williams had a hammer in his handK £thers 
1), \.\ . ) 

say he did not. When H 7g, whose attention had been 

momentarily distracted, next saw Gleason he had drawn 

his gun and was firing at Williams. As Williams fell 

to the ground, critically injured, Gleason turned and 

began running back toward his post. \Negro youths 
<;:...~ 

began cha ■ in'!' him. ....,, Gleason i!af-•l1e2 stumbled, re-

gained his balance, then had his feet knocked out from 

under him. A score of youths began to beat him and 

kick him. Some of the residents in the apartment house 

attempted to interveneJ but they were brushed aside. 
\), \'q- . 

Haxx 2 IJ believes that, under the circumstances and 

in the atmosphere that prevailed at that moment, . ._. 

any police officer, black or white, would have been 

killed. 



After they had beaten Gleason to death, the 
\). \,\ , \ 6 , 

youths took HaaJJ b camera from him and smashed it. 

Fear swept over the ghetto. Many residents were 

convinced,on the basis of what had occurred in 

Newark, that law enforcement officers would come inJo "\-k__ 

shooting, bent on vengeance. There was no lack of 

weapons t aai i eople began actively to prepare to de­

fend themselves. One man sent his family out of the 

city and barricaded himself behind his d9or with a 

shotgun. 

From a nearby arms manufacturing plant~ 46 

carbines were stolen r ! hey were passed out · in the 

street by a former newspaper boy. Law enforcement 

officers, backed up by National Guardsmen, threw a 

cordon about the area,)but made no attempt to enter it 91<'.ea..r\; 
occ~ 1~ 1 h, 'tt.,ACU-L-~~ .. 

th;;.t ·ymt. Reports of sniper firing, wild shooti ng, 

and general chaos continued until the early morn i ng 

hours. 

gG ii:it.e the area !•mclay night •o • re•e ,. en194011e, but-

~ex:w:isa st J 1 eut, :;. 

By daylight Monday; New Jersey /tate officials had 

begun to arrive in the city. At a meeting in the early 

afternoon it was agreed that to inject police into the 

~- would be to -risk bloodshed. That, instead, law 

enforcement personnel should continue to retain their 

cordon, while residents, a fthe area \patrolled ~themselves. 



)9 

All during the day ·various meetings took place 

between Government officials and Negro representa­

tives. Police were anxious to recover the stolen 

weapons. Negroes wanted -assurances against retalia­

tion. 

At aJi."Y\'\~he ;t(yor, accompanied by two State 

officials, went to the housing project and spoke to 

several hundred Negroes~ ½_he crowd was hostile. 

There were demands that city officials give concrete 

evidence that they were prepared to deal with Negro 

grievances. Again, the meeting was inclanclusive. 

The officials returned to City Hall. 
Le. • Q v,;n i~ 

At 9: 15 p.m. €C!ea!at!L,.l-war~~&- rushed in J/;l,"f fhat.) as a 

result of the failure to resolve any of the outstanding 

problems, violence was about to explode ix anew. 

The key demand~ of the maasx militant faction was that 

those who had been arrested during the riot should be 

released. AState officials decided to arrange for the 

release on bail of 12 arr~tees charged with minor 

violations. ~ ,: ,t.~ h;;'/:.,_,7;~.;;~·agreed to try 
______. 

to arrange for the return of the stolen carbines by 

noon on Wednesday. 

At 4~o'clock Tuesday morningA a dozen prisoners 

were released from jail. Plainfield police officers 

considered this a sellout. noon on Wednesday,\w~, by 

the stolen carbines had not been returned, the Governor 



decided to 8~i~~ii~ea mass search of the area. At 

2~ p.m. a convoy of State Police and National 

Guard troops prepared to enter the area. In order 

to direct the search~ to likely ·location~ a hand­

ful of Plainfield police officers ~ere spotted 

throughout the 28 vehicles of the conxoy. As the 
i+..(_ StiG: ~"'"-""-""·,~ R.J..,1'cr,,.._s 1) ,1..U-'TI7V 

convoy prepared to depart, Br : Paul Ylvisaker 

insisted that the Plainfield police be replaced by 

the arm-banded auxiliaries who had been patrolling 

the ghettox r6t t.:iO ti&J s . He believed that the mood 

of the Plainfield Police was such that to permit them 
~to 

to enter the area would/'fun a serious ·risk of violence. 

Colonel David Kelly of the New Jersey State 

Police considered this estimate of the situation ridi-
~ WW-A-v.,, s~ . 

culousx ...t-1\the views of th~Community Relations 
i'k. 

Director prevailed. As A search for carbines in the 

community progressed, tensions increased .rapidly. 

According to witnesses and newspaper rep9rts, some 

men in the search column began to destroy property, 

leaving apartments they had gone ~hroughf a shambles. 

An hour and a half after it was begun, the 

search, which had proven to be an exercise in futility, 

I· ,r,l-,~ly was called off. ~ removal from the convoy had, 

Plainfield Police officersj fe17mi. been their 

crowning humiliation. A half hour after the conclusion 

of the search, in a meeting charged with emotion, the 

entire Department threatened to resign unless the State 

v irector ~Community Relations'\left the city. He bowed 

to the demand. 



-------

JERSEY (CONTINUED) 

On Friday,exactly a week e 

G.J.~:...J;2.e.S;µu:i.....;c.e.:c.J.1.DJ..lllLg-~;J.....Jl:lllCI11Q..L..al. !All~duri~g 
1 

violence sputtered, flared, subsided, then flared againJ in 

Plainfield, in New Brunswick, less than 10 miles awa"!J there were 

numerous rumors that "New Brunswick was really going to blow." 

Dissatisfaction in the Negro community revolved around two issues: 

The closing of a local teenage coffee house by the police depart­

ment;and the release of a white coup11_on $100 bond after they had . 

been arresting for allegedly shooting at three Negro teenager ■. 

Again there was a feeling the law was not being applied 

equally to whites and Negroes. By Monday tension was reported,'( 

"so thick that you could eat it with a fork." In the late/ after­

noon the city's woman mayor, Patricia Sheehan, who had only been 

in office two months, took steps to assume direct control of the 

police department. 
al.) 

A Negro lieutenant, John Brokaw, was appointed/her righthand 

ma1ll and authorized to bypass normal police department channels. 

The department's entire Negro complement was put in plainclothes 

and, together with community workers, went out into the streets to 

ex pose rumors and act as counter-rioters. The radio station 

agreed to play down rumors of any disturbances~/.fl!!!Vertheless, by 

late Monday evening, small groups of teenagers began breaking 

windows. As larger crowds &0!8Rs@& gather.,,~ild rumors swept the 

city; reports of armed Negro and white gangs; shootings, fires, 

beatings and death. In fact, except for some minor looting, the 
--l,o,1/,w>,...

atmosphere, according to Mayor Sheehan, ~ "like Halloween -- a 

gigantic night of mischief." 

Tuesday morning the mayor imposed a curfew, further con­

solidated her direct control over the police department, and made 

https://G.J.~:...J;2.e.S;�u:i.....;c.e.:c.J.1.DJ..lllLg-~;J.....Jl:lllCI11Q..L..al


a tape recording, played periodically over the city's radio 

station(, appealing for order. All of the persons who had 

been picked up the previous night were released on their own 

recognizance or on low bail. 

In the late afternoon the mayor and city commissioners 

met with 35 angry and initially hostile teenagers who "poured 

out their souls to the mayor." As a result, the mayor, the 

city commissioners and the Negro youths drew up a statement 

attacking segregation, discrimination,axiinferior educational 

and employment opportunities, police harrassment~ and poor 

housing. Four of the young people began broadcasting over the 

radio station, urging their "soul brothers and sisters" to 

"cool it, because you will only get hurt and the mayor has 

talked with us and is going to do something for us." 

circulated through the streets with the same 

message. loespite these measures, iAUS Le confrontation 
(L 

between the poli:e and 1lla! crowd4t that,...._ gathered in the 

ghetto was narrowly averted that evening. The police wanted 

to break up the crowd~alllli t he crowd was angry at the massive 

show of force by the police. Asked to return to their homes, 

people replied: "We will go home when you get the police out 

of the area." KB111•:t•ai l_Requested by the lQ111i::i111:ex:t111x!DHiix:tke com­

missioners to pull the police back, the Chief refused. He was\~-, ~~ 
then given a direct order{ by temayor. A 

According to the Chief, he had "been a police officer for 

24 years and had never felt so bad." l...An ~our late5 elements of 

the same crowd, which was an older one than the night before; 

and contained persons in their 30's and 40's, gathered in front 

of the police station, ma Again, the police wanted to disperse 

th~ forcex i gain the mayor prevailed. She went out into the 

street, talked to the people and asked that she be given a chance 



to 
~ correct conditions. Over the objections of the Chief, she 

agreed to let representatives of the people inspect the jail 

cells to satisfy themselves that everyone arrested on the pre-
7k L<1l ' " ;- ~ i;. ~t .< /le w ~Yeua~r ... _

vious night had been released. 7 New Brunswick, j l 3 C :az alll a 

_ifs- IsiZ: 

__... _.... _.. ·--- ----

, 
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Even as various communities in northern New Jefsey were j(ll 

still being agitated by the corona of the Newark riot, 900 or more 
in Newark 

delegates from all over the United States gathered on July 20/for the 

first national Black Power conferenceo 
diverse 

The iit ■ mtJnLtx:iJut delegates and the organizations they represented 
and 

were un}ied by only one element: raceo The most militant lOf: extreme whit~ 

~ 
.-, barredo Two Negro officers of the New York Police Dei::artment were 

admitted. 

The organizer of the conference, Dr. Nathan Wright Jr., himself was 

emblematic of the .metamorphosis in Negro philosopt)y and psychology that has 

taken place in the United States during the course of a few yearso Ah 

Episcopal llin!ster with six college degrees, includin~ a doctoratei from 

Harvard University, a generation ago he would have been identified --
v..,~ R,. et.~J. ....., - \u el.-') 
✓ ul!azcm i lJ , (1iiei't,· -- wit h the "Black Bourgeoisie." In Newark he!faa st his 

lot, 1]{ ideologically, with the late Malcolm X and Rap Brown. 

~ 
Among the delegates there was as much disagreement as there was 

agreement. A resolution, referring to the Newark riot, ~21QZ 

iKifZEfilli!Ztif:U~fiilUZHUZHii~RZHf~tlu!r~Z~ndti1~f~~8 
put the delegates on record as vigorously affirming "the right to exercise 

our unchalleng~ble right to self-<iefense. 11 

An extremist~ faction believed that t he best self -defense ~as to 

attack. Many speakers, however, warned that Negroes were not yet ready to 

confront the "white power structure • 11 Even Rap Brown warned that it would 

be "self-genocide" to challenge white America to phs~fal conflict at this 

timeo 

It soon became apparent that someone, in Detroit, was not listeningo 



Conference Q&RSl:1!41.:ld iA ('I\~ s.-h.U. il\..<r on ~ng,.._!,)*·•.:-~L..r'li~--
~ ·.'°"' J0\ ~ It-:; th~it raided five blind pigs. The

;;(r blind pigs hat,ft;eir originain the days before World War II, 

\JV when they had served as private social clubs for affluent 

Negroes who, because of discrimination, had been unable to gain 

entrance to Sraa~att Gradually, as public&~:!:i night spots. 
i14c.,\,~ ~~ 

5::0 msdstisr ■ ·a, opened/to Negroes, the character of the 
illegal 

blind pigs had change~and they had become afterl!Mar~ drinking 

and gamblinq__~ots. 

11 

The fifth blind pig on the list, the United Community and 

Civic League/ at the corner of 12th Street and Clairmount, had 

been raided twice before. Once ten persons had been picked up;
11.,,_J 

another/ 28. A Detroit Vice Squad officer had first tried but 

):&- been unable to gain entrance to the blind pig shortly after 

ten o'clock~t'°~night. When, on his second attemp1=,he was 

successful, it was 3:45 a.m. Sunday morning. 

The Tactical Mobile Unit, the Police Department's anti­

riot squad, had been dismissed at 3:00 a.m. Since Sunday mor­

ning , is, traditionally, the least troublesome time for police 

departments all over the United States, there were only 193 

officers patrolling the streets. Of these, 44 were in the 10th 

Precinct where the blind pig was located. ~ · , . <7'"' 
-rx,;~ I Ct"l\~~CI..L•r-:kJ,,%7 ~ j_ expecten.., n<n bl: at two dozen patrons,!} • A ~ 

Before additional patrol wagons could trae,pest dl be called,.. 
__. transport all the persons from the scene, an hour had 

elapsed. The weather was warm -- during that day the temperature 

was to rise to 86 degrees -- and humid. Despite the hour, 

numerous persons were still on the streets. Within a short period 

a crowd of approximately 200 persons had gathered. tK 

In November of 1965 the Honorable George Edwards, Judge of 

the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, and 

Commissioner of the Detroit Police Dept. from 1961 to 1963, had 

xiii written in the Michigan Law Review: " It is clear that in 

1965 no one will make excuses for any ~.J· F&u,~bility to foresee 
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the possibility of racial trouble ••. Although local police 

forces generall{regard themselves as public servants with the 

responsbility of maintaining law and order, they tend to mini­

mize this attitude when they are patrolling areas that area 

heavily populated with Negro citizens. There they tenB to view 

each person on the streets as a potential criminal or enemy, 

and all too often that attitude is reciprocated. Indeed, hos-

tility between the Negro communities in our large cities and 
. . & .the police departments, is A maJor problem in law enforcement 

M<!e-
in this decade. It has been a major cause of all recent;1r iots." 

At one time, Judge Edwards told Commission investigators, 

there was "open warfare between the Detroit Negroes and the 

Detroit Police Dept." ~ as late as"l961 he thought that 
~ 

Detroit was the leading candidate in the United States for a 

race riot." , 
~ .~ "-~¼ -t~ 6}- ~.L.ck- bi2-,~ ~~UL ~~""-<=h--l~~ U~~ ~ 
~oit's 1943 race riot, in which 34 persons died, was 

the bloodiest in the United States in the span of four decades. 

During the labor wars of the 1930's union members had come to 

view the Detroit Police Dept. as a strike-breaking force. 

lJudge Edwards and his successor, Commissioner Ray Girardin, 

attempted to restructure the image of the department. A Citizens 

Complaint Bureau was set up to facilitate the filing of com­

plaints by cirizens against officers; but there are indications 

that in practice it worked little better than less enlightened 

and more cumbersome procedures in other cities. 

Expert testimony has been given the Commission trat the very 

nature of the trial ~mxa board procedure tends to favor the 

accused officer. Officers are reluctant to testify against 
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fellow-members of the~ and some who have done so in the 

past have found themselves a ostracized. ~•* 
Lately, following the advice of attorneys with regard to 

the rules against self-incrimination, officers have refused 

even to make statements to Department investigators. In cer­

tain precincts investigators for the Citizens Complaint Bureau 

have been made to feel so unwelcome that they are reluctant 

even to go to the stationhouses. 

On 12th Street, with its high incidence of vice and crime, 

the issue of police brutality was a recurrent theme. A month 

earlier the killing of a prostitute had been iexeix determined 

by police investigators to be the work of a pimp. According to 

rumors x in the community the crime had been committed by a Vice 

Squad officer. 

Approximately at the same time the killing of a 27-year old 

Negro Army v~ng of white youthsJ inflamed the com­

munity. Coverage by the city's major newspapers, which played 

down the story_A in the hope that the murder would not become a 

cuase for increased tensions, backfired. 11ft A banner storyji~he 

Michigan Chronicle, the city's Negro newspaper,began: "As James 

Meredith marched again Sunday to prove a Negro could walk in 

Mississippi without fear, a young woman who saw her husband killed 

by a••- white gang, shouting: 'Niggers keep out of Rouge Park,• 

lost her baby. 

"Relatives were upset that the full story of the murder was 

not being told, apparently in an effort to prevent the incident 

from sparking a riot." 

Some Negroes believed that the treatment of the story by the 

llDll~IIIXXRRKS 
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major newspapers was further evidence of the double standard: 

Playing up crimes by Negroes, playing down crimes committed 

against Negroes. 

Although police arrested and charged one suspect with 

murder, Negroes questioned why the en~ire gang was not held. 

What, they asked, would have been the result if a white man had 

been killed by a gang of Negroes~ ~ke-~kemae-ram~¼y-kae-¼~vee 

eft¼y-~kree-~¼eeke-rrem-~ke-eeefte-er-~ke-~¼ifte-~ig-ra~e 

The Thomas family had lived only three blocks fromthe scene 

of the blind pig raid. A few tlninutes after 5:00 a.m. a police 

cruiser had its rear window smashed by an empty bottle. Shortly 
r:-. 

thereafter a littbr basket was thrown through the window of a 

store. A youth pcblice nic_knamed, "Mr. Greensleeves," because of 

the green shirt he was wearing, was shouting"'! "We're going to 

have a riot," and exhorting the crowd to vandalism. 

At 5:20 a.m. Commissioner Ray Girardin was notified~ ... he 
J<'l~ ~ 

immediately called MayorACavanagh. Seventeen officers from other 

areas were ordered into the 10th Precinct. By 6:00 a.m. police 

dept. strength had grown to 369 men. Of these, however, only 43 

were committed to the immediate riot area. By that time the 

numeer os persons on 12th Street was in the process of growing 
~ 

into the thousands) and widespread window-smashing and looting -111'8::8: 

~0'3'ilU:~iZ:U.J ~. 

Although a block 

fine middle class 

to either side of 12th Street tit 

v1.~s \ 
ercrowde 

line were 

a density of more than 21,000 persons per square mile, almost 

double the city average. Only 18 percent of the residents were 

homeownersx@ percent of the housing was considered so substandard 
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as to require clearance) and another 19 percent had major deficiencies. 

The crime rate was almost double that of the city, which; in itself, 

~ =-- one of the highest in the nation. 

The proportion of broken families was more than twice that in 
lvL.._ 

the rest of the city. The movement of people withtR the slums of 

"Black Bottom" had been cleared for urban renewal/ had changed 

12th Street from an ineegrated community into an almost totally 

black one1 in which only numbers of the businessmen remained white. 
C, 

By 7:50 a.m.) when a 17-man command~ unit attempted to make 

the first swBep, there were an estimated 3,000 persons on 12th 

Street. They o'ffered no resistance to the police,t they gave way -lo p(.,.~i~ 

t=oi--§i ·le as the squad moved down the street and then flowed 
~ 

back behind it. 
a..s~ 

At 8:25 a.m. the first fire blossomed in .allr store. Firemen 

who responded were not, however, harrassed, and the flames were 

extinguished. By mid-morning 1122 men, approximately a fourth of 

the strength of the department/ had reported fo1duty. Of these, 

540 were int he riot area, which had still not expanded beyond 

six blocks. 108 offieers were being used in an attempt to 

establish a cordon. There was, however, no interference iwith 

looters) and police were refraining from the use of force. 

Accodding to witnesses, police k at some roadblecks made 

little effort to stop people from going in and out of the area, ~ 

4?fii !i..l• s a good deal of banteri~~n police officers and•the populace. ~ issioner Girardin believed: "If we had 
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started shooting in there ••• not one of our policemen would 

have come out alive. I am convinced it would have turned into 

a race riot in the conventional sense." 

Many of the police officers were being used to guard key 

installations in other sections of the city in the fear that the 

disturbance on 12th Street might be a diversionary tacti~ 

4e11e Isle, the recreation area in the Detroit River that 

had been the scene of the 1943 riot, was ~!:Baled off.~ n 

effort not to attract people to the scene, media of mass com­

munication were cooperating in reporting no news of the riot. 

As a result, numerous police officers had to be detailed to 

protect the 50,000 spectators that were expected at that after­

noon's New York Yankees-Detroit Tigers baseball game. 

Early in the morning a task force of community workers had 

gone int~he area to dispel rumors and act as counter-rioters. 

Such a task force had been singularly successful at the time of 

the Kercheval incident in the summer of 1966, when scores of 

people had gathered at the site of an arrest. Kercheval, how­

ever, was a RIJI[ higher-income area, with few stores, that also 

happened to have the city's most effective police-community 

rela~ 

By the time the members of the task force were able to 

inject themselves into the situation on 12th Street, it had 

already gotten out of hand. [ The movement from a serious to a 

critical stage/ apparently began when a rumor threaded its way 
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through the crowd that a man had been bayonetted by the police 

k;~ ~ C)(J~ h ·~ 'i ' ' '1ti~ attempt..,~o sweep t e streets. lti:ABX xes Missi es 

began to be thrown at the officers. By 1:00 p.m. the first of 

the serious fires had been setr~n hour later smoke was ~i 

biiiiliii~ ~£~i££ereft~ at least four different 

locationsx <Slll:l _! iremen were being harrassed and pelted with 

lD.f:S C11 f! !h '1.A,,~ , 

The Michigna State POlice, who had been alerted xearlier, 

were requested to come to the city's assistance. Shortly after 

3: 00 p.m :.,J even lia State Police were arriving, the riot spread 

from 12th STreet into other business districts. 



DETROIT (CONTINUED) BELT 2) 

There was no lack of the disaffected to help spread it. 
yet 

Although not/deteriorated to the point of Newark, like Newark.4, 

Detroit was losing population. Itt prosperous middle class 
h)-eu..., 

•hitesAffloving to the suburbs and being replaced by unskilled 

Negro migrants. 

Between 1960 and 1967 the Negro population rose from ■ just 

under 30 percent to an estimated 40 percent of the total. Those 

who moved out were the most vigorou:;revenue-producing portion 

..o£:::ag g maps i* the population, leaving behind 11iltsr1J• MP- ever 

greater number of the old and young, who were less productive, 

yet cost the city more in terms of services. ~xxax ■BEH 

In a decade the school system had gained 50,000 to 60,000 

childrenX~ percent of the elementary school classes were 

overdrowded. Simply to achieve the state-wide average, the 

system needed 1,650 more teachers, which would mean the building 

of an additional 1,000 classrooms. The combined cost would be 

$63 million. Of 300,000C'ool children, 191,000Jor 57 percent, 

were Negro. According to{Detroit Superintendent of Schools, 25 

different school5 districts surrounding the city spent $100 to 

$500 more per pupil per year than Detroit. In the inner city 

schools more than half the pupils who entered high school became 

dropouts. 

The strong union structure had created ideal conditions for 

. 0....
the working m,nJbut had left others, such as Civil Service and 

Government workers, comparatively disadvantaged and dissatisfied. 
6'Y\ ::r~ had 

Ear] i er i~ the e:,mmee- the "Blue Flu" /struck the cit~ J(s police 

officers, forbidden to strike, had staged a sick-out. In Septem­

ber, the teachers were to go on strik . Isome unions, traditionally 
raining 

~ ~~-sed to Negroes, zealously guarded~ opportunities. 

n January of 1967 the school system notified six apprentice­

ship trades it would not open any new apprenticeship classes unless 

~~ 0-~ ¼t -~t... "" ~~r t+.1" 0
" , -h~ , ' 21 fu --frU •• t>- I~,. ea 1.19 , (/ 

Iv rlk ~ 1~ f~~ (JV ~iu, ' 



The more education a Negro had the greater ki:s his 

inequality in income vis-af-vis the white tended to be. 

WhereasMas the income of whites and Negroes with axx a 7th grade 
median 

education was about equal, the/income of whites with a 

high school diploma,va.: was $1,600 more F~ 
than that of Negroe5; pMI pi,, and white college graduates 

made $2,600 more per year than their Negro counterparts. 

In fact, as far as his income was concerned, it made very 

little difference to a Negro whether he had attended school 
~ 

for 8 years or / 12. 
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a larger number of Negroes were included. By the Fall of 1967 

some of the programs were still close~aa z 10 ii, 

High school diplomas from inner city scho~8:arded by 

personnel directors as less than valid. In July of 1967 unemploy­

ment was higher than it had been for five years. In the 12th 

Street area it was estimated to be between 12 and 15 percent for 

~ 
1 

men;_... 30 percent or higher for those under 25. 

~ Although Mayor Cavanagh had appointed many Negroes to~ kiy 

positions in his administration, in elective offic~the population 

was still grossly underrepresented. Of nine councilmen, only one 

was a Negro. Of seven members of the school board, only two were 

lBecause of the financial straits it found itsel 

was unable to produce on promises to correct conditions 

endering complaints. Reeie~a 

Resistance to urban renewal was widespread among residents. 

Results from urban renewal were doubtful. In the middle of the 

downtown urban renewal area, one of the city's two largest depart­

men stores had closed its doors. B¥xi 
Wtl,,o • 

By 4:00 p.m. the rioting, looting and burning/ spreaaver 

an ever,itwider area. There was no longer any hope of the restora­

tion of order without a massive responsex-aai ~e Nt.ional Guard was 

called for. 

At 6:57 p.m. the first x>naxa,,atroops appeared on the streets. 

At 9:07 p.m. the first shiper fire was reported. At 12:25 a.m., 

Monday, July 24th, the first person died. He was a 45-year old 

white man, shot~ by the owner of the store he was looting.~ 

the entire social order began to show signs of disintegrating ali-
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into chaos, individual responses sometimes were unexpected. 

Twenty-four year old ~~ G., a Negro born in Savannah, Georgia, 

had arrived in Detroit in 1965 in order to attend Wayne State 

University. Rebellion had been building•~ in him for a long 

time because "You just had to bow down to the white man." For 

example: bWhen the insurance man would come by he would always 

call out to my mother by her first name and we were expected to 

smile and greet him happily. Man, I know he would never have 

thought of me or my father going to his house and calling his 

wife by her first name. Then I once saw a white man slapping a 

young pregnant Negro woman on the street with such force that 

she just spun around and fell. I'll never forget that." The 

memory of violence committed against Negroes in the south, for 

which no one had ever been punished, still rankled in him. 

When a friend called to tell him about the riot at 12th 
f.G. 

Street,• went there expecting "a true revolt," but was"dis-

appointed as soon as I saw the looting begin. I wanted to see 

the people really rise up in revolt. When I saw the first per­

son coming out of the store with things in his arms, I really 

got sick to my stomach and wanted to go home. Rebellion against 

the white suppressors is one thing, but one measly pair of shoes 

or some foodl completely ruins the whole concept." 
E'.~ .. 
• was standing in a crowd, watching firemen work when 

Fire Chief Alvin Wall called out, asking for help from among the 
His reasonin was th 

spectators. E.G. responded: No matter what color someone is, 

whether they are green or pink or blue, I'd help them if they 

were in trouble. That's all there is to it." 
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He worked with the firemen for four days, the only Negro 

in an all-white crew. (Of 1700 men in the fire department there 

wre only 40 Negroes) Elsewhere, at scattered locations, a 

half dozen other Negro youths pitched in to help the firemen. 

*NmxaxtxxQKXHKXBKBXKKBXXREX 

A-6 firemen, for wbom poJice protectiooitas &eldoffl awailable, 

~lice protection for firemen was sporadic. As a result, the 

order was issued that whenever firemen were subjected to attack, 

whether by rocks and bottles or sniper fire, they were to aban­

don whatever fire they were working on and withdraw from the area. 
- - ·~'tk__ 

As desperate resident/ K , employing garden hoses i I attempt~ 

to keep the flames from spreading to their homes from adjacent 

business establishments/ witnessed the withdrawal of the firemen, 

they were sug I· A led to believe that the awithdrawal was in­

tended as an act of retributionx antagonism against the firemen 
::::;-

increased. 

Since a moderate breeze was blowing, there were many in­

stances of a xiax•~ fire spreading from its original location. 

This led to erroneous reports that entire blocks were being fire­

bombed and destroyed. At one point, out of a total of• 157 

piec:frire apparatus with which Detroit was equipped, 153 were 
-&., 

engaged in fighting )fires. Kk&K 
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One area of the ghetto remained insulated from the 

riot fever. On the northeast side a district of some 

fifty square blocks inhabited g1J~ooy ~';:asp 1 had beeiy i h /'I~ 

guided into organizing itself LI silira p t ■ 11 by the 

Institute of Urban Dynamics. Banding together in the 
~~ 

Positive Neighborhood Action Committee theA' had begun~with 
c4-o~~~¢_~ ,,._)...___

professional advice but with community co~<:> o make plans 

for the improvement of the neighborhood. In order to meet 

the need for recreational facilities,which the city was not 

providing, th~~ managed to raise $3000 to purchase 

a number of/!~~~y for playgrounds. Although opposed to 

/rban /enewal they agreed to co-sponsor with the Archdio­

cese of Detroit a housing project in which the block '1ubs 

would have equal control. 

00, 

{!hen the riot broke out the residents, through the block 

clubs, were able to organize quickly to seal off the area. 

Youngsters, agreeing to stay in the,.,neighborhood, partici­

pated in det~uring traffic. Even though many persons identi­

fied with the rioters as far as a rebellion against the sys­

tem was concerned1 only two small fires -- one of them in 

an empty building-~were set•- there was no violence . 
~ 



....-~~ 
1llllall Many of the National Guardsmen/arrived in the city 

were al ■ ly tired, having traveled 200 miles on trucks from their 

summer encampment. For some, the city was unfamiliar territory 

occupied by an unfamiliar people. Withcut training in their 

role as auxiliary law enforcement personnel, the guardsmen were 
-;;t. 

unable to cope with the situation with which they were faced. 
.. 

\ 
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A Detroit newspaper reporter who spent two days riding in 

the command jeep of one column, told a Commission investigator 

of machine guns being accidentally fired, street lights being 

shot out by rifle fire)and building~aced under ~ge uR■ r on the 

most haphazard and sketchy reports.of a sniper hiding there. 
1 ~dut f ufA.~ ~ ~ lA.JM,(i;._. WtJ.,,o ~ {cllowit_J ~ 

A report ~as received on t~ radio that an Army bus was 

pinned down by sniper fire . at an intersection. National Guards­

men and police} arriving from varying -directions,,M aid jump~ut 

and ID■X1Ji:11begtin asking each other: "Where's the sniper fire 
~~1-·

coming from?" One person Hsi ••r: "I think it's coming from 
Ab L.. a..L 

over there~" 'A 7 l poin~o a building,--.,. everyone u lJ rush~ 

about, taking cover. A solider, alighting from a jeep, acciden­

tally pulled the trigger on his rifle. As the shot reverberated 

through the darkness an officer yelled: "What's going on?" 

"I don't know," came the answer. "Shiper, I guess." 

Without any clear authorization or direction someone opened 

fire upon the suspected building. A tank rolled up and sprayed 

the building with .SO caliber tracer bullets. Law enforcement 

officers rushed into the surrounded building and discovered it 

empty. "They must be firing one shot and running," was the ver­

dict. 

As this was occurring, the reporter went to the bus and inter­

viwwed the men who had gotten off and w~x• crouched all around 

it. When he asked them about the sniping incident he was told 

that someone had heard a shot. He asked: "Did the bullet hit the 

bus?" The answer was: "Well, we don't know. " 
4/W\Oll..v

In Glllf!\ instance/ a column of National Guardsmen reportedly 
placed 

opene fire upon. a police commana., unit that- had been srst I 1 upon 

a high building in order to deal with snipers. U,t. General~ 

Throckmorton, the regular Army officer placed in command of the 

https://reports.of
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commined forces, requested that the city relight the darkened 

streets. Mayor Cavanagh rep~ that he would be kB~~•¥ happy 

to do so if the troops would stop shooting out the sxxeex lights. 

As troops were busy shooting out lights at one such loca­

tion, a radio newscaster reported over the air that he was 

pinned down by sniper fire. ~ persons of every description 

arming themselves, and guns being fired accidentally a or on the 

vaguest pretextl all over the city, it became more and more im­

possible to kKmx tell who was shooting at whom. Firemen, con­

trary to lawJwere arming themselves. One shot a fellow fireman~ 
s 

another shot himself. A National Guardem~n and a fireman were 

felled by high caliber bullets whose origin it was impossible to 

determine. 

The Chief of Police in Highland Park, a separate political 

eneity~ surrounded by the city of Detroit, recalled that one 

shiper proved to be an old white drunk, shooting from the top of 

an ,aapartment building. xYKxexifiem 

Hxfexx Unverified reports received by Commission investiga­

torsJ tell of street gangs roaming the city, firing a shot here 

and a shot there, then disappearing before the arrival of police. 

National Guard gunfire killed one woman when she stood silho\f!tted 

in the window of her motel. 

A four-year old girl was shot to death when troopers opened 

up with machine guns in response to the flash of a cigarette being 

lighted. 

Of the 43 persons who were killed during the riot, the 

Detroit Prosecutor's office was able to issue warrants in only six 

of the cases. In 8 no action was taken or recommended, because no 
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suspe7t was fo~nd or th~ ~omicide was accidental. In 29 deaths, 
\ ~ JU<.i"j_~ ~ 'liw o,\.L. ~ ~Uo~ a, ~ ~,~t/pJ (fU_.-1
"---- OJfBere was in~ fi ient evidence upon which to base any charge.~z~~~ii.«~ Of 

Appr~ately one and a half to two years before the riot, 

R.R., a 27-year old coin dealer1 had bought a three-story house on 

• L'Street, an integrated middle class neighborhood. In May of 

1966, R.R., together with his wife and child, had moved to New 

York and had rented the house to three young men. After several 

months neighbors began to report to R.R. that the house was 

being used for wild parties. 

In March of 1967, R.R. instituted eviction proceedings 

against the tenants. Thefwere still pending when the riot broke 

out. On WEdnesday, July 26th, R.R., concerned about what might 

happen to the house, decided to fly to Detroit. When he arrive~ 

he fl • went to his mother's house to pick up his 17-year old 

brother) and another teenager. Together the three af I 1 air went 

to the house on ''rl' street, where they discovered the tenants were 

not at home. R.R. called his attorney, who advised him to take 

physical possession of the house. 

Taking an old .22 caliber rifle with them for protection, 

the three men entered the house. R.R.'s 17-year old brother took 

the gun into the cellar and fired it several times into a pillow 

in order to test it. 

At 7:45 p.m. R.R. called Mrs. R. in New York and advised her 

that he was changing the locks on the house. At 8:45 p.m. he 

called her again and told her that the tenants had returned and he 
~,. R.., 

had refused to let them in. He also asked ills to send the family's 

watchdog for protection. 
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At approximately• the same time the National Guard received 

a call that: "Three unidentified white men had broken into the 

Ra11R house, forced the occupants thereof out aJ. at gunpoinsand 

hauled in boxes of guns and ammunition with which they were going 

to start sniping, sometime after dark." 
~ 

At 9:05 p.m. a National Guard column with et 1 &!tk tank~ 

1«deli wU:ed up cots · hw laoa of a ; gbl: ■ 1!1 s la&Ulii~, - pulled up 
~ . 

in front of the 1 ·•· A National Guard captain said that he asaw 

a flash in an upstairs window,,and shouted a warning to the 

occupants. Neighbors report they heard no such warning. 

The three men were on the second floor of the house when a 

barrage of fire was unleashed against it. A~undreds of bullets 

mxa crashed through the windows and ricocheted off the walls, 

they dashed to the third floor~w~7:~~~e~y ~}~--n..~11 
Hu,,. ~ ..!~•!- ""'0..... ~ ~~:> 
··-cd wiJ hua.A_}'uring a lull in the firing1 fl:=m .ao =•i:i:1: ,. " tine 

~1~& aAj rifles, they were able to hang a pink bathrobe out of 

the window/·as a sign of surrender. They were arrested as 

snipers, 
~ U~ a-.d ,~O~'n!Ae--/u·M--J ~ 

The fi~ing~had been so intense that in a period of a few 

minute., the house suffered more than $10,000 worth of damage. 

One of a pair of stone columss itif ut was shot nearly in half. 
{,.,,,___ . . . ~~ 
~s reigned in the 10th Precinct Station to which the}\ were 

taken. The commander of the precinpt had transferred his head-
the "lA"'r flt'«~~ ~@i kJ__ , 

quatters to •/\command post/\ .-ir 4n h!s absence the command 

structure - apparently broke,- down. 

As hundreds of arrestees were brought in, officers were 

running this way and that, taking it upon themselves to carry on 
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fo 
investigations andJattempt~ to extract confessions. buse, 

they said, the metal made them a target for snipers, officers 

ka:llixRBXXIIIR throughout the llffiii!iillf-!!!li!i!tt: Police Q had ~ 

taken off their badgesy~ ,.....,"""',.,.;It«, t:'. also 
~ 

taped over the license platesAthe numbers of the• car~ so that 
~ 

identification of individual officers ~virtually impossible. 

W~ M-~ ~ Sometime eiw,.ibv night '&tllllt. R.R. and his two companions 
~ 

SJfJJ lsrel!!A• ia I l r were taken from their cell to 1'."Alley 

Court." jhe police slang for attempting to beat confessions 

out of prisoners. Officer~ W. administered such a severe 

beating to R.R. that the bruises were still visible two weeks 

later. 

R.R. 's 17-year old brother had a: his skull cracked open~ 
~ 

~ was thrown back into the cell~ --- was taken to a hopsital only 

when other arrestees complained that he was bleeding to deat:::)--~-
Dozens of SKID cases of police brutality emanated from the 

, ~ ~,i.a.0.~ t tlii \ ......\I~ 
..-/\station. W .£_ne/£ TT fif~ the same Officer W. a young 

woman was brought into the station and told to strip. After she 

had do r W -~ _up_ to her and began fondling her, 

,lft.a:E~~csi:e.--«i'i:es with a polaroid One of the pictures 

its way to the Mayor's office. 

On Monday, July• 24th, General Throckmorton, following 
.I} 1-dt-ic~ k ~ . v 

an inspection tour o pons unloaded. 

~~k The order was largely ignored by the National Guardsmen. 

«a I J;/;:it.e?,~'-;--;9':"9:ooting and hadfirebombing 
_.. r' 1~~M1C\-l.J\ 

virtually ceased~ ~etween 7 and 11:00 p.m. ~A JniJ"libfi there 

reported. 11 Jr!OJ,. ~-M.-
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During the daylight hours of July 26th there were 534.~ ~ 2.IZfnh, 

That evening between 8:30 and 11:00 p.m. there were 255. Most 

were unconfirme~and many turned out to be completely unsub­

stantiated~~t with the proliferation of such reports, the 

pressure on law enforcement officers to discover some snipers.,­

became tremendous. Homes were b~oken intoJand searches made on 

the flimsiestiips. 

Before the arrest of a secretary in the City Assessor's 

office called attention to the situation on Friday, July 28th, 

any person with any kind of a gun in his home was liable to be 

picked up as a suspect. 

Of the 27 persons who were ax charged with sniping, 22 

had the charges against them dismissed at the preliminary hearings. 

One pleaded guilty to possession of an unregistered gun and was 

given a suspednded sentence. ~xaii:x Tria l.$ of the rema{i~ling four - -
O"'f\4. ~ t). ~ ck~ -­/\ :1 pending. 



THE RIOT PROFILE 

By the summer of 1967 the Negro ghettos of the United 

States had become vast reservoirs of explosive humanity, 
4 

smrera J l$ei{1& .ft 0gtif $@ f!fttnii:a~-With a poPfd'.Cff, iao den&ity_ ~ ) 

to- inerea5e rapidly ia size and n'ttfflbers As a result of 
°'" N~cD migration from rural areas and R~r~irth rate 50 percent higher . 

v.s wlo• dillJi l.)(..i~ ~l 11 ,r;-l.,w <:ffta1, 1 o/ ~1111fi)J"'i ~ e6;.'l)1t1P/A:; ""'~ ¥/~-
than t at o X!!J w ite population, Approxina tely 50 ) ~ :.ff 4 

~ -~ -'11tln-i~,
percent of the ghetto population was made up of persons~5,of 

age or youngerx ! nadequately educatedl;without skiiis salable 

skills in a complex technological society} fhe unemployment 

rate of this groupin some areas was as high as 35 percent. 

Incongruous situations existed in which, as thousands of people 

looked for work, hundreds of job openings were available/which 

applicants lacked the skills to fill. 

It does not appear Aiiidepla,.i that the time of the most 

serious disturbances coincides with the dismissal of school ) 

and the appearance on the 
, 

streets of tens of thousands of teen-

agers who, unable to obtain jobs, lack adequate recreational 

facilites. The volatility of masses of young people congregated 

in one area is not essentially a Negro phenomenon. White middle­

class teenagers and college youths gathering in vacation resorts 

w• ho b§'l:. have created troubles s for the police from Oregon to 

Florida an~ine to California. Nor are the police necessarily 

the precipitating element, although .injudicious or inadequate 

police action frequently becomes a factor. 

For example: ( ~n Cincinnati the chain of events was ini­

tiated by complaints about the ~:wqaulH~t purported double­

standard of justic-:;and the actual spark was struck by anger at 

a middle clas_i, N~gro' s defense of the system;
'#.l. ~ 1\6. ,"V\ :1 we-...~ ~ '1"'-1 \-\1(."'Cu).,, 

In Atlanta/by/~egro private guard's arrest of a Negro , 
'tl..c, d q'"' ~ ~ --\1 ~ 1"-.I "'~ 

In Plainfield by the refusal of an off-duty police officer 

to treat a Negro-upon-,1 Negro assault as serious. 

A major police action, such as the shooting of the youths 

s,, I. 



in Tampa has, in fact, been involved only infrequently. Most 

riots have built up in stages from a minor police arrestx 

tJotablyJ mostly in smaller citie~ J'oth the residents and the 

police became so convinced that a riot was about to take place 

that this very expectation, like the buildup of opposing armies 

along a hostile border, tended to lead to a clash. 

The riots that have taken place in the United States over 

thecrurse of the past several summers, may be traced through six 

identifiable stages: These . are: 

(1) Embryonic 

(2) Out of control 

(3) Community involvement 

(4) Massive response 

'\. (5) Breakdown a, the social order 
' 
'(6) Control 

The vast majority of the riot situations never reached the 

third stage. In only three cities, Los Angeles, Newark and 

Detroit, did a riot pass through all six stages. 
~- A,S ,. . Emb nic J<: The focal point for the commencement of 

every riot has been a high density area. In the majority of 

cases this has been at or in the vicinity of a ·. hobsing project. 

Where a housing project has not been involvedj the location has 

been some other centralized one where a large number of ~x•~ix people 

could gather quickly. 

In Atlanta it was a shopping center surrounded by overcrowded 

apartment buildings. 

In Detroit -- as :i1 Grand Rapids -- it was a main business 

thoroughfare/ noted for the prevalence of vice, from which over­

crowded apartment• houses and residences were set back on both 
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sidesj /which, even under normal circumstances, is filled with 

,rJ~~ rrrh c. '-m•• •~ people.~ focal area, therefore, has always been a 

natural gathering place Xg,nd whereas the specific incident in­

volving the police has often been of a secondary nature in 

precipitating the riot, the presence and actions of the police 

have contributed significantly to attracting the large number of 

people from which a pool of rioters could develop. 

While people are) mx naturally) drawn to any scene of 

excitemen:J iRI ennui and dreariness of the ghetto tend to mul­

tiply the drawing power of an, event interrupting the routine. 

One of the great problems of fire departments in ghetto areas 

is the numerous small grass and garbage fires set >and false 

alarms turned~],:'.,,~~:b. th~ ;e'1:; ~~ ~,::-',.;."t ;;tR 

fire engines aa urc&Mng di!eltaacnt... 

In almost every case it may be found that, as a result of 

the weather, more people than usual were al il5 in the streets. 
~ 17 ~;~ ~q,....iJ.J1 

ift-~heee-ei~iee-exaffl~ftee-i~-wae-£ettr(e The average temperature 

on the day the precipitating incident took place ~~~ft~t~l~:c:Jflls:::=8ill·*·~·~:~& 

QHa••Redf was 87 degrees, 6 degrees above normal for that date. 

The longer the police remai~ in the area and the more 
~ --

ilal.llhtteron+il:f flamboyantly they, or the fire deaprtmen~ e so / 

with sirens turned on and flashing red lights/ the more they 

served as a magnet forepeople. 

In Los Angeles, since the Watts riot, it has become 

standard procedure for the police and firemen to move in and out 

quickly and silently, without the use of siren:; wmen a potential 

riot condition exists.~ numbers of residents have gathered, 

the assembly takes on the air of a neighborhood meeting. ~P--

https://q,....iJ
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As descriptions of the police action on the scene are passed 

from mouth to m~uth they become magnified and distorted. 

Other actions of the police in the past which, as I result 
'ffu__ 

of / inadequacy in 1;;IR police procedure for handling grievances~ 

have never been resolved and have thus been left festering in 

the minds of the peqie, are brought upx soon the current inci­

dent is &inextricably interwoven with those of the past. 

Information is exchanged regarding the practices of 

merchants and landlord; and1tijustices and indignities, both 

real and fancied, suffered by the people. At this juncture 

the gathering may be regarded as a massive grii:esession, lack­

ing an outlet for the expression of the gripes. 

a significant official, such as 
d.lV\A~ 

the mayor, to whom the gripes may be directed, ariee onthe 
'\)a_ 

scene, violence~usually for the momen~\ .lverted. If no 
~~ 

1 -,~,such figure arrives, a J 3 kind o adership emerges from 
~ 'y\A.\.(\,\i g~ J..... ~ . r?. 

the assembly, a meeting , is usually soug • , 

most si nificant exception to t&is process oc~urred 
. ~f"~ w ~ i 1.1, ; 'h.& ~ _., 

crucial. The reflex reaction is to disperse a crowd, e•pec­

ially if it is an obviously hostile crowdJ rom the fringes of 
au-

which occasional rocks LE) kc thrown. The standard concept of 

law enforcement is to break up an illegal demonstration or 

march. There has been a failure to recognize that such tactics 

are not applicable to ghetto gatherings. 

In the traditional demonstration or march, diverse people 

from diverse areas unite to protest against one specific object 

or one specific policy. SHE When such a march is broken up, 

the physical unity of the group tends to be dissolvedx.-zi ,1. s 

people are scattered they return to the diverse areas and pursuits 
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which are their norm. 

The dynamics of the/~R~;~~ing are entirely different. 

Since such gatherings tend to be political mee~ings of the 

most primeval....)grass- roots nature, to disperse them is to 

disperse frustrations that have not had an opportunity for 

release. Since the people are native to the area in which they 

are gathering, to disperse them is the opposite of useful. 

When police in one city shouted to demonstrators: "Go hornet" 

the retort was • "we are home, you go home."
" -z - . ~~ \'\I\<.', ~.......,\ 

I e drama-

tically demonstrated in Plainfield and Newark, where police 

directly inhibited the political process/ and immediately there­

after"'witnessed the commencement of widespread violence.~ 

fact, every effort should be made to contain the protest within 

the bounds of political expression. Although at loggerheads 

with~ police department, the Mayor of New Brunswick, New 

Jersey, was vindicatea..,'«tt 1 asst for the mom t 4 in her use of 

political means to solve the crisis. ~Ift::~!iiill~,, \~~ key words 

in the lexicon of riot prevention during the embryonic stage 

are: "Isolate and contain." 

Police must be able to act swiftly enough and in large 

enough force to seal off the area in which the crowd has 

gathered and to prevent it, as mubh as possible, from scattering 

into business streets where longstanding grievances against 

commercial practices are likely to be transformed into the phy­

sical acts of window-smashing, looting and firebombing. 

Simultaneously, since acg:-essive action by the police is will 

almost surely aggravate the anger and resentment of athe Negro 

crowds, the police should make every effort to avoid playing the 
~ 

role of ~~~l!_~B provocateur. 



6 

~ °?(~} 

In Los Angeles in 196~tions of two Highway Patrol 

officers in f ~a young tirl whom they believed, erroneously, 

had spit on them, out into the middle of the street, transformed 

a potentially dangerous situation into a critically explosive one. 

1,~ ... 
~@iij; Out of control: If a crowd is frustrated by: ,.aca, 

the failure of municipal government to make meaningful response, 
~ 

or -the actions of the police, xe they will almost surely 

move into the second stage, consisting of a intensified rock­

throwing and window-smashing, followed by looting and burning~ 
~ 

:ii l Lis the commencement of the riot proper. 

As far as• has been determined, the initial participants 

in this activity consist almost totally of male teenagers and
<JJ~o.,u_ 

young adults// few f10ver the age of 25. There is some evidence 

that initial. attacks tendM to be discriminate and made 
~ 

against those stores and businesses whose proprietors - in-

curred the most resentment of the residents • 

..Ia--Los Angeles, in fac~, the fir et. u.i.ndeo was broken 

~gidentally anci l&Qti:R(3' ~Jf'.7ilmeM b:t chanee. ~ is at this 

juncture that the police llae- the last opportunity to control the 

situation. If they are unable, because of a lack of sufficient 

man~r, either to make x arrests or to cordon off the area, 

riot activity will¥; most likely/ spread to other seitfi~e of the 

Negro ghetto. # There is evidence, although at this moment not 
i1t ~ ei~ .ja,v<... ~ 

conclusive, that/criminal elements;~ to take advantage of 
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the situation to systematically rob stores. The most devastating 

reaction occurs when police remain visible, bu:;, because of the 

fewness of their numberj amidst a vast mass of rioters1) appear 

to have been rendered impotent. 

In Cincinnati, although the disturbance spread, in no case 

were law enforcement officers outnumbered to the extent that they 

were not Hable to react and, as a result, although there were 

isolated actions in various portions of the city, they were 

easily controllable. 

In Tampa, where police were caught unprepared/ they remained 

out of the area entirely until they were able to move in suf­

ficient force to control the situation. Whereas;this resulted 

in considerable destruction at one locale/ and in terms of scope 

of the area and numbers of the peoplef,-Cannot be equated with 

such cities as Detroit and Los Angeles/ it did effectively pre-

vent the creation of the psychological image of a policed z •~-force 

me~~ that has been overwhelmed. 

3 .. 
W Community Involvementk Once it becomes apparent that 
~ 

arrests are not being made, mmxe spectators , and bystanders, 

young and old, begin to join in the looting. As people see 

neighbors with goods in their hands4fwalking about freely under 
and 

the eyes of the police,/some of the stores from which these 

goods~A9oing up in flames, there is a rationalization that 

what is going to burn anyway might as well be made use of. The 

stigma of theft is removed and the "carnival atmosphere" that 

numerous witnesses have spoken of, sets in. At this stage of a 
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riot any hopes of containment must be abandoned1 and all force 
...$ 

possible marshaled to r~tore law and order. 

It was the&lift movement of the riot from Stage$ 1 to 3 

and the failuref of the authorities to recognize the fact.# that 

contributed to making the 0etroit riot the most destructive. 

As rioters and looters were roaming unmolested up and down 12th 

Street and spreading out to other sections of the city, counter­

riot teams of community workers were still moving through the 

ne~~borhood, trying to dampen rumors and ask i ng people to~ 
Tu)~ 

~ ;--f:E::tivity a~propriate and effective for the first stage of a 
'°)\O'f ~ ~\~ ' .-1 .s~ \,,:t~•-J\•.L~~ )__) 

riot) i11 a un!cipal author1.t1.es were continuing to proceed with a
411 

plan of operations that had been effective in the Kercheval 

incident the year before, when only a small number of persons 

within a limited area had been involved. 

The fact that the Detroit riot reached, within a time of 
~ ~ 
!i!lla' to~ hours, the stage that it had taken the Los Angeles 

riot) two years before, 36 hours to arrive at, points up the 

necessity for municipal authorities to increase the speed and 
6'\ ~ 

effectiveness &Hahui C I I Q response. bxmassi 

As massive numbers of extra-urban law enforcement personnel 

state police, National Guard and, in Detroit, Federal Troops 

are injected into the chaos of a riot, they haveJ in the past, 

themsei ves, tended to exacerbate the confusion. Young National 

Guardsmen, many of them unfamiliar with cities or their Negro 

inhabitants, were plied with rumors of snipers and guerilla 

warfare and a population in rebellion. ~~into darkened..¢ 
~~ 

-ttRfiam:ilitcs areas; and lackiJig a-Gequ.ate communi ca Lions eqaipmen~ , 
"n

in,t,cuous actions of the populace began to take on sin.is::er 

https://author1.t1.es
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meanings/ Reflections in a window were interpreted we sniper fire. 

A man lighting a ciqarette was thought to be a fire bomber~91'he 
e....-

behavior of a drunk driver was interpreted as ( kamikaze assault. 
their 

As police began using gunfire in xka attempt to capture 

looters, and National Guard troops used their weapons for such 
Ct,() 

diverse purposes M shooting out streetlights and ~fflMeHil"lg-

,.._ firing at cars that failed to halt at roadblocks, reports of 

sniper fire spiralled upward in number, Even as looters were 

cleared from the streets and fires were being controlled, the 

intensity of the majortll; riots inqongruously heightened. In 

every case the death toll rose precipitately. In every case 

the impression was implanted that l"lWII •~ numbers of the deaths 

were due to sniper fireJ .,,J6-though law enforcement officers, 

who, logicall~ would be the target of such snipers, escaped 

virtually unscathed. 

-fSI . Breakdown of the Social Order, As the atmosphere of 

fear and chaos continued, some of the safeguards that society 
..Jc, 

has constructed to insure the maintenance of order) and/make 

every person accountable for hie actions, began to show signs 

of cracking. Arrests were made if a person was seen carrying a 

bag of groceries or had a suitcase of clothes in his car. 

People KRXR swept up~ ~e in the streets disappeared for 

days into detention facilities. 

In Newark some police officers, adopting the behavior of 

rioters whom they had been arresting, engaged in the destruction 
0--....-¼'~ 

of property. In Detroit, a police officer wiU.Ml 1 blet ■ 111 l i.& 
IA,(~ 

record, committed/ two criminal acts. In a motel, several officer~ 
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in their determination to interrogate suspects, began playing 

"a game" and before the game was ended, three persons had 
) 

been shot to death. 
~~ lo 

Law enforcement officers -ec ¾& lei:, act• upon wild 

. -- . h f h h ' .1 .m/~ 1tips/ as int e case o t e Mus im sooting in Los Ange es or"+., -- --the miping reported from the house on• • Street in Detroit/ 
S.~<.1 ~ 

as if they came from the most reliable of ia, ez ••H· 
Media of mass communications reported rumors and on-the-­

spot items without checking on them, and by the very nature of 

their being broadcast, they tended to assume the authority of 

fact. 

16f. Control~ As the s~ccessful implementation of 

curf~ws by large numbers of law enforcement personnel success­

fully cleared the streets of affected citie_.5 and fxx fire 

discipline was restored to troops and police, the number of 

incidents reported rapidly diminished. In no case did the 

withdrawal of troops lead to a resumption of riotous activity. 
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ANALYSIS 

For an America that had beeome accustomed to the Negro's 

acceptance, by and large, of the inferior status assigned to 

him, to his passive non-violent response to active acts of 

violence perpetrated against him, and to his never-ending re­

liance on legal redress to force compliance with illll' nationlJl9.­

laws that in some sections were being ignored or evaded, the 

revelation that Negroes would advocate responding to force with 

force ~:,:~aq:tCA arO,@t etrs· @.t2 u@ l ~ was a 

startling one. 

The demagogue~y and braggadocio of Rap Brown's declara­

tions: "We built this country up, and we can burn it down," 

created among whites a mood of fear and anger and a readiness 

to believe that organized rebellion was throbbing in the heart 

of every city. Many young militant Negroes, conversely, had 

become disenchanted with an evolutionary process that appeared 

to hold little promise for them in their livetimesr telieving 

they had nothing to lose/ /hey accepted the philosophy that 

riot was a legitimate means of protee:.,and that the looting of 

white businesses and destruction of white property in the black 

ghettos was, in fact, not a criminal act, but just retribution 

for "exploitation;~ 

2As the summer of 1967 approached, therefore, a climate 
much of 

had been created in which/white America expected riots, and ~ ~ •,:( 

many young Negroes were willing to oblige on the slightest 

pretext. 
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 

Located as they have been, at the bottom of the ladder, 

Negroes have been the last to benefit from the revolutionary 

technological and economic changes that have .atmea ,aaciiiic::la~ltered 

America's social structure in the fast 50 years. At a time when 

75 percent of America's high school graduates are going on to 

college, in many ghetto schools/ SO percent or more of the 

pupils are dropping out. Until 1954 the 8outhern schools the 

Negro had saattended had been forced to operate on a fraction of 

the budget of the white schools. Teachers with inferior educa­

tions, working in inferior facilities, had produced inferior­

educated pupils. As these pupils ~h9•-~ flocked and continue to 

flock to urban areas in one of the great migrations of history, 

they have been unable to compete. As their sons and daughters 

enter big city schools these schools, geared largely to the 

education of middle class children, began to have difficulty 

coping with the new arrivals. ~kexA 

The American educational system, a major factor in the 

growth of American affluence,1:egan to show signs of cracking 

under the stress. ik ~~ ~?}~JC., h.-i ~ 12""-7~ ~ 
-n~.. :intk'7 Mo-- 'I A , u.A- ~ . .
r7·· The an!mosity of many American labor unions towards the 

Negro, an outgrowth of battles between uniorsand management 

in which Negroes were fr~tly used as strike-breakers, 

aggravated the j}ack man's problems in job training and employ­

ment. 
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Statistical studies have shown a direct relation between · 

w employment-low income and family breakups and illegitimacy 

. "'- . 
I i r • 

Interior Education __, '\. 
-,? 1ow Income ?Low Employment____ Family Break-up IIllegitimacy

Dropouts - ~ Inferior i.•a ii:. -ucat on 

L , 
C 

C' a• l 

I 
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The effect on major cities has been catas~rophic. 

MUNICIPAL VIABILITY 

into the cities to begin 

reaching affluence were moving out o~ -'fraditionally cities 

ha e been able to absorb~ an influx of underskilled and 

· ui I ·•,
ndereducated people 9because£ ~~~~ expanding) and 

'-=~ t..1~ ""' 

because the nation was in an earlier stage of industrial 

development, in which an : amplitude of low-skilled jobs J;:;;:­

available. 

A generation ago an upwardly mobile family, when it 

moved, tended to move from one section of the city to another. 

Today the move is most often from the city to the suburbs. 

The most vigorousJ revenue-producing portion of the population 

therefore, lost. ;ziie xiEiBHB cycle in which families of 

migrants -..a~~e entrapped;--1:~fwxa!:upen transfer--. 

itself fo the_cj_ties. 

-\ 
Migrants - ~ Low Employment 

10111 Income 
- ~ Low Revenue 

Hi gh Crime 

Greater Demand for Municipal Services --~ Increase in tax rates 
Deterioration of Tax Base 

Acceleration or Middle Class Flight Replacement oy Migrants---➔ 

l 
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In this process, such cities as Newark and Detroit have 

lost their viability. Schools and services deteriorated, 

Such programs as urban renewal/ which have failed to take 
-~ Ca.-v..rt--e ,-

into account, that.Jalthough slums rJyz be raze~ one can] ½-net 

raze the people that inhabit: them/ have frequently created 

more problems than they solved. 

As the complaints of citizens, more and more of whom were 

black, /~proportionately with the citiy~s inability to 
-- -5~ ~ \\'\<~ 

meet/constructivey, anger and frustration , mounted on bmth sides. 

Since municipal officials ~~Urveyors of municipal services 

are mostly white, and the complainants mostly black, the agony 

of the ~ake~ on the antagonisms of race. 
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THE POLITICAL PERSPECTIVE 

As cities are,literally, contracting upon themselves, 

the black core within them is expanding rapidly. Whether by 

design, such as a changing from a district to an at-large 

system of elections)or by accident, this growing concentration 

of black people has been largely disenfranchisea. A check of 
that were 

17 Eastern, Southern and Midwestern cities/involved in dis-

turbances during the summer of 1967, and whic~ve Negro 

populations ranging from percent to 52 percent, revealed 

them to have a total of 16 Negro councilmen.(the HHDRX total 

number of councilmen in each city ranged from 5 to 30~ 16 

members of the boards of educationr (in school systems that 

were as much as 76 percent Negro~ and/ with the notable excep­

tion of Detroit, virtually no Negroes in key appointive positions. 

Not onlyJ therefore, was the normal evolutionary process of 

minorities gradually ,nen!le ■ •• being fused into government/ 

and learning the disciplines and responsibilities thereof, being 

frustrated, but the ghette populations had no one on whom they 

could apply •k• political pressure/ - -threatening his maaf defeat 

in the next election if he failed to be responsi7e.hhat in 

present circumstances municipal officials have been largely un­

responsive, has been amply documented by Commission investigat::::,? 

C in one relatively small city, for example, the mayo~ who 

had been in office more than a decade, averred himself to be 

"shocked by conditions" when he visited the Negro ghetto. The 

inability of the Newark government to visualize or adjust to 

the changing realities was a major contribut~ factor to the 



By their reaction to violence municipal authorities 

have Jn fac'lreenforced the impression that the militants 

are right:that petitions may be ignored_put the use of 

~wer cannot. In Los Angeles following the riot it was 

discovered that with the expenditure of some effort more 

than 10,000 jobs could be made available to ghetto residents. 

In Atlanta, grievances that had gone unanswered for months 

~ sudae/;u.y were responded to with alacrity. In Detroit 

militants were, for the first time, included in the city's 

planning. Everywhere the persons who suffered the greatest 

loss of prestige were the Negroes who had '91icounseled 

moderation. Moderation had been responded to with platitudes1 

militanca with results. 
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tensions in that city. The problem is aggravated by the fact 

that not only are the most restlessac and most militant Negroes 

primarily young, so that they have had little opportunity to 

participate in the political process, but many of them have no 

conception of x how that pcocess works. 
~he belief that this was stanaard procedur~ 

A youth in Plainfiel~/complained that: "The Negroes ltad ✓ 

only recently learned that the Council had not even forwarded 

the list of grievances to the Federal Government in WAshington." 

~nder such circumstances the question, "Where are the Negro 

leaders?" asked oftentimes during the riots, takes on almost 

comic connotation. In fact, the middle class Negro whom whites 

have tended to identify as the Negro leader is, to the Negro 
dh 

masses, no more acceptable,\a spokesman than the president of 
&,)

Motors Aould be to the United Auto Workers.as 'I 

~==::::::::::==-~ IThe very gains that the middle.....class Negro has 

made during the past fifteen years has served to alienate the 

black masses from him. 

For these masses the civil rights drive appeared to be 

largely an alliance between liberal whites and the middle class 

Negro, its achievements benefitting the middle class. 

For a man, wondering whether he had enough money to buy 

the next meal for his family, the question of whether or no he 

could eat in an expensive white restaurant was academic. 

Traveling for a few hours on a segregated bus might be tolerable, 

but living under a white thumb in a decrepit shack was intolerable. 

https://Workers.as
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As the middle class Negro gained ground and the nation 

congratulated itself on his advances, to the lower class Negro 

the gap appeared to grow wider and widelj and he felt less and 

less identification. 

RIOT PROCLIVITY 

~ 
The more a municipality's viability~ deteriotated and 

the larger its Negro population has become, the more likely/-­

it may be postulated/it is to experience a riot. Newark 4!!!IE=.. 

~ B..-
po•iz i~d. EKXKiJXiE £KXB£ip11Dl1Xi£ cataclysmic shift~ in 

from "rpopulation/ SM more than .. percent white to 62 percent Negro 

and Puerto Rican, between 1960 and 1967. ~Ji£ : u. the most 
a_ 

enlf.ijlhtened of administrations could not have coped with "9ile 

situation in which demands had f%a far outstripped resources. 

In Detroit, EBHXRiR~ counting the number of whites who 

left the city and the number of Negroes who replaced them/there 
. bt.,~ IQbO o-J... l'tb? , 

was more than a 30 percent shift in pQpulation in ea@ee se.en 
IMukv ~ eil~ ~~~ c1.o~ 

FT ,. li· &-.cb ~ a;tfaat~W!i ¥tWiM-paii,-a~tlsiii,a~ian sign 
Q...,. ✓~-/tv . 

£%H&iai of white powe:j becomeA crucia~ No matter with what good 

intentions, few, if any1of the major cities appear- to have 

solved the problem. 

Although, beginning in 196l~ major efforts were made in 

Detroit to establish better police-community relations, Com­

mission investigators were told thee the process never reached 

the grass roots levelj that practical difficulties prevented the 

patrolman in the squad car from sitting down across the table 

~ the youth who was likely to throw rock 

¥i:m. --.. 
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In one city where officers were compelled to attend a 

community relations course, it was referred to by them as 

"Nigger loving school." IftniJ81't;°~ had_...,presumabl~ in­

stituted a comprehensive communfJ)y relations program,;the 

Director of Police told Commission investigators that he did 

not see "much basis whatsoever to the various complaints of 

Negro groups as to their social and economic conditions." 

IIJ!l/ifr ,1. captain called the program a crock." Another captain 

declared that there was no doubt in his mind that "many of 

my men say 'you black fuck'." However, he added that he did 

not consider that this constituted abusive language because, 

in the vernacular of the community/the word "mother-fucker" 

is regarded as "hello." , 
nl-4 ~""'-""--'~~ · ""' \~~ 

In another city the Chief of Police st I ,, that "the 

majority of officers approach the Negro family with the same 
~~~ ~~du\.~~> ~~~ 

courtesy as a white family." The Deputyn1 ~ c ,ra that 

you have to use a "double standard" in dealing with Negroes. 

He exajined that: "When you go into their homes, for example, 

you have to adjust to the situation," that "you cannot use the 

polite language that you would use in a white middle class home. 

You have to make a show of force, otherwise you would not be 

understood," because "politeness is construed as weakness." 

L_sgDsequently, the police have neither the image nor the support 

in the Negro community that they do in the white, Because of the 

high Negro crime rate the law enforcement officer tendf to view 

every black person as a suspect~yet the overwhelming maa majority 
z 

of nam victims of Negro crimes are Negroes -- in one Detroit 
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precinc:, where 78 percent of identified assault offenders were 

Negroes, 76 percent of the victims were Negroes -- and the 

cmmplaints of the victims is that the police fail to respond 

expeditiouslyjand when they do arrive, are apt to regard the 

crime not as seriously as a mu similar offense committed in a 

white area. As a result the police tend to be looked upon more 

as a force of occupation than a..lalF keeper of law and order. 

As greater and greater aaeas of a city become inhabited by 

Negroes, precinct stations become bastions, the primary 

allegiance of whose defenders is not to ehe citizens, but to 

each other. Problems of police recruiting become critical~ 

~ ite~are reluctant to enter a profession in which the expec­

tation is one of taily stress and antagonism. Negroes are 

reluctant to enter a profession, the community view of which is 

negativ~ and in which Negro officers traditionally have been 

isolated. 

It is the police, therefore, who, as a constant irritant, 

are most likely to inflame the Negro community. 

AVAILABILITY OF OPTIONS 

The recourse fo violence, whether by the action of an 

individual, the institutionalized process of a nation's engage­

ment in war} or the haphazard eruption into xeim riot by a mob, 

traditionally~ tends to come as a last resor:,when other options 

have been BBR■ XBP exhausted. ~ example: For the poverty­

stricken individual in a rural area the option remains to move 

to the city. For the resident of a small city rixk the option 
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remains to move to a larger city. For the people living in an 

area that overtly practices discriminationJthe option remains 

to move to an area which, purportedly, does not. For the in­

habitants of a city whose government is unresponsive;the option 

remains to elect a government that will be more responsive. ~ 

then,~f¥XXk this new government proves unwilling or unable to 

materially improve the conditions of the people/the availability 

of nonviolent options has been exhausted. 

In the three cities with major riots; Los Angeles, Newark 

and Detroit, Negroes had voted overwhelmingly for a "liberal 

administration" which they expected to produce change. When 

this expectation proved unfulfilledJthe probability of a riot 

became sbnrm J great. 

In Los Angeles and Newark the explosion came five years 

after the election; in Detroit, six. 

RUMORS AND SNIPERS 

As a result of the riot climate that had been created, 

much of the nation's press was ready to seize upon any dis­

turbance and describe it as a "riot." Acts of violence and 

destruction committed by rioters,aiJqDii amplified in some cities 

by the massive and inappropriate response of National Guardsmen 
~~ 

and law enforcement ~fficers)then further exaggerated by re-

porters and headline writers)until the population of the United 

States could believe itselfJ reasonably to be faced with a state
1 

of civil insurrection in which organized guerilla bands were 

roaming city streets. 
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Rumors proliferated and sometimes had their origins in the 

most unexpected places • . In Grand Rapids, two carloads of 

vacationing· families were reported to be guerilla reinforcements 

rushing to the city. In Tampa, a Trailways bus loaded with 

Negroes was viewed in the same light. In Los Angeles, postal 
'--:."I

employeed, arriving for a convention, were reported to be "hf2frd.S 

of Black Muslims." In Detroita person with a bow and arrow was 

reported as a "sniper." 

The sheriff of one community in New Jersey related to 

Commission investigaqs~:txx,txHkiEkxkaxfai:tx "A trick," 

which) he felt~ "helped calm things down some." Thef Sheriff 

said that he had gotten hold of one of ·his people in New York 

City and asked him to call one of the militant Negroes in 

He said he asked this caller to say that that 

night there was going to be a showdown between people from New 

r,.York City and the ______po21ce department, that he was 

bringing a lot of Negroes with guns over from Harlem, and that 

they were going to shoot it out with the police 

~ and it didn't make any difference who Gr how many people 

got killed. Thet Sheriff said that the man who had been called 

went immediately to the 4 ______police ••~:t• department and 

that he also spread the word that people should keep off the 

streets that night because there was going to be serious trouble 

from outsiders. The Sheriff believes that this "trick" had 

resulted in the quietest night of the whqiu\ week.,hough the 

devastating effect of rumors during wartime has been amply 
-k-\w-.. 

documented, there ~a failure to recognizes that the spread 
be 

of rumors could/even more injurious during a period of potential 
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civil disturbance. Reporters unfamiliar with and e inexperienced 

in x R.H~axxexz the coverage of riots often accepted as fact/ 

second and third-hand accounts and expressions of opinionf. 

Any person skex injured by gunfire from an unknown source,was 

•shot by a "'sniper." Officials played statistical games which 

EHR& turned bad situations into seemingly catastrophic-. ones. 

Impressive figures on riot injuries were compiled by such 

devices as listing poison ivy as a "riot-connected" injury. 

orf/city's fire department listed 82 injuries, inc~~ 

such as "lell on hand, injuring right little finger), "Pain in 

back, fell over and couldn't straighten up,)" }(nd, ".fell off 
;;z 

apparatus which moved." Only two of the men were injured by 

missiles and none by sniper fire, yet the overriding impression 

created was that many of them had been hurt as a result of 

direct acts against them by the populace. 

A representative sample of em the repertorial distortions: 

[~~amgg, Fla., June 13 (AP) -- Rampaging Negroes burned and 

looted Tampa's sprawling slums Monday for the second night, 

battling with about 1,000 heavily-armed police and National 

Guardsmen.
\\ 
~ ..-. • ., o ., 

"Police repeatedly were pinned down by snipers throughout 

the night and early morning hours. A cruiser reported at 2:00 a.m. 

it was receiving sniper fire from two sides." 
~ 

The fact: f1Tampa on the second night there was only 

scattered, light action. 

fincinna._t~, Ohio, June 14 (AP) -- ·National Guardsmen .-­

bayonets and machine guns ready -- reinforced police today 

after , "huge bands of marauders" hadf scattered racial 

violence, fire, looting and vandalism in Cincinnati.\\ 

The fact: The trouble was confined to/~R~!Z!Hia!f youths 

riding about here and there in various sections of the city. 
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"A....tlant9 , June 20 (UPI) One man was killed and three 

persons were wounded tonight in gun battles between Negroes 

and police/ as violence broke out for th~econd night. - -.-­

The fact: There was no gunfire by Negroes. 

The Detroit News on Saturday, July 1s1reported from 

Newark: 

"Negro rioters kin hit-and-run guerilla-type attacks, 

spread racial violence to four nearby towns today while snipers 

shooting tfrom ambush positions fought several gun battles with 

ff tl /National Guardsmen and police. Jff'.f ... 'Negro youths in 

the riot sector told newsmen that Black Muslims took part in 

the violence and they mix~ lye with molasses -- and'when they 

throw it at a the cops, it sticks.'" 

The Fact: There were no such hit-and-run guerilla-type 

attacks; there were no gun battles from ambush: and there was 

no molasses thrown at the police. 

On July 26th the Detroit News reported:\"Three uniden­

tified Negro youths were killed in a gunfight behind the 

Al~iers Motel, Woodward and Virginia Park. 

"Theillmcbodies were found on the ground floor of the 

Algiers Manor, a three-story annex to the motel. 

"Police and Guardsmen were called to the scene about 

midnight when sniping began from the Manor. 

"Homicide Detective Edward lie-Yiiid shots were coming from 

the iiiA.,.. and .-.f windows on all floors. 

"Pplice and Guardsmen were pinned down for several minutes 

before the firing stopped." 

The Fact: There is no evidence that anyone fired out of 

the motel. Two of the youths were shotgunned down by police~ and 

the death of the third is still being investigated. Murder 

charges have been filed against one officer. 
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On July 24th t.•• &1:tzoit .:0::2,pap ■ &, The Detroit News.f 

reported from Englewood, New Jersey: 

"Police and Negro shipers exchanged heavy gunfire last 

night and early today as racial violence hit this New York 

City suburb for the fourth straight night. 

"Snipers set up a three-way crossfire at William and 

Jay Streets in the heart of the fourth Ward Negro ghetto,and 

pinned down 100 policemen, four reporters and a photographer 

for more than an hour." 

The Fact: Kids set off a nurnb~of firecrackers. ~ 

'rl-.. d · t. 
The lead story Nl the July 27th ••••■iii. of the 

Philadelphia Inquirer read as follows: 

f. Detroit, July 27 (Thursday) --4'rwo National Guard tanks 

ripped a sR,ax sid~ snipe~ haven with machine guns Wednesday 

night and flushed out three shaggy-haired white youths. 
G,~ 

Snipers attacked a guard command post• Detroit's racial riot 

set-- a modern record for bloodshed. The death toll soared 

to 36, topping the Watts bloodbaths of 1965 in which 35 died 

and making Detroit's insurrection the most deadly racial riot 

in modern U. S • hi story. " • . • 

"In the attack on the sniper's nest, the Guardsmen~::;;:;­

hundreds of rounds of .50 caliber machine gun fir~n~ the home, 

which authorities said housed arms and ammunition used by wtst 

Side sniper squads. 

" . ~ Guardsmen recovered guns and ammunition. A reporter wit~ 
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the troopers, said the house, ia neat brick home in a neighborhood 

of $20,000 to $50,000 homes, was 1 torn apart' by the machine gun 

and rifle fire. 

"Sniper fire crackeed from the home as the Guard unit 

approached. It was one of the first verified reports of sniping 

by whites~ • . . 
"A pile of loot taken from riot-ruined stores was re­

covered from the snipe~ haven, l~ated ten blocks from the 

heart of the 200-square block riot zone. 

"Guardsmen said the house had been identified as a store­

house of arms and ammunition for ••P-•• snipers. Its arsenal 

was regarded as an indication that the xjsniping -- or at least 

some of it -- was organized." 

t~ The !act: Except for the National Guard's attack upon 

the house) the entire story is a fiction. There was no crackling 

sniper fire, no pile of loo;and, except for one old .22 caliber 

rifle, no storehouse of arms and ammunition. ... The circum­

stances surrounding the attack upon the house have been described 

elsewhere. 

The overall effect of day after day of such reports beneath 

glaring hea'1lt1 u1 banner headlines: "Guar.g riddleJ snipe;lt.:i) 

ha._w ~ Detroit)" ~••ks "Tanks move i~ Detroit's'all-out 

~• a~ le~l snipers rout G~, police;:)" "~ racial 

t~ro.r1 " )(nd, "Guerilla War R~ 12th," was devastating. 

J'pparitions of snipers were everywhere. A Detroit Mnewspaper 

"A rifleman gave~e a short course in sniper 

[!i__t~ , \'I\ ,-Lu.Ck~~ ~"h"-­

~~ -4--. ~ crw_ \f~F s~~j' 



17 

warfare in city streets.I 

,~Watch for houses with one screen off a window on the 

second floor,• he said matter-of-factly. 'And keep your eye 

peeled for second floors where one window has the shade wown 

and the other is open a crack.•' 

~ 1can you spot them by muzzle blasts when they fire?•~ I 

asked. /'mo, not any more,• he said. 1They've gotten smart. 

They open the window a little, move way back in the room and 

then fire.~ 

n ,They can snipex away for hours and you can't see them.'­

We were even taking fire from burning buildings last night.'" 

EuropEm newspapers began calling American cities "Riots­

ville, U.S.A." The Conununist Press reveled in/~g5lenceJand 

exploited it to the hilt. 

CONSPIRACY AND ORGANIZATION 

The Commission is vonducting a continuing and extensive 

investigation into the question of organization in tee riots. 

To date no evidence of a conspiracy has been found. Empirical 

tests tend to indicate the unlikelihood of such a conspiracy. 

LRiots did not take place concurrently in major cities so as to 

create the greatest possible strain on law enforcement agencies. 

In most communities the issues were local) and in many of them 

militant Negroes attempted to bring about a solution of the 

problems by political means. 
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Conspirators, if they existed, were utterly inept. In 

Cambridge, Maryland, the}',/4;cheduled Rap Brown's visit for the 

same night that the local unit of the National Guard held its 

rcq5i)::ift weekly drill. Nowhere were industrial installations 

attacked, even though in Los Angeles manufacturing plants -­

including one producing,.Kapalm -- worth hundreds of millions 

of dollars, were left unguarded. In Newark - the Telephone 

Exchange controlling an entire section of the Eastern Seaboard ~ 
1d t#tt~-kd, 
--~- From Los Angeles to Plainfield fire chiefs reported that 

if Molotov cocktails had not been made in the most amateurish 

fashionr,iil&x• their effect would have been far greater. 0Rxa 

On a RHmexx number of occasions black militants comp~ed;) 

both to newspaper reporters and Commission investigator~ that 

they had been caught unprepared by the riots and thwrefore had 

not been able to exploit them. ~evidence is overwhelming 

that there were no "outside agiaators" in any of the citie::.::, 

c::::±n one community an official described a young Negro 

militant as 
'1""-~ ' 

lived --..:=II 

"an outside agitator," 

a 1 of his life. 

only to discover that he had 

In fact, rioters have concertrated almost exclusively on 

vandalizing and destroying businesses dealing in consumer goods 

that were useful, negotiable and could be transported easily. 

Highly flammable installations, such as gasoline stations_)which 

would be a logical target it massive destruction were the prin­

cipal intent, have escaped virtually unscathed. 

Before the summer of 1967 H. Rap Brown and Stokely Carmichael 

set the trap. Their intent was to convince Negroes that only by 

uniting and separating themselves fromt~ e wltje community could 

they escape the genocide being planned for them. It was their 

contentionx that America would never willingly grant equality to 
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Negroe~but that the response would be one of violence. 

Hence, the greaterx the violence that was reported, the 

more grist was manufactured for their mill. They interpreted · 

the reports of scores of ski~•xs snipers as evidence that the 

black man was uniting and had reached the stage of guerilla 

waraare. The reaction of autq,1t#ties with massive forcepas.,)'f'irk,,._.J 

pro~f that the campaign of genocide had gone into effect. 

Everywhere that Commission investigators went they were 

told by white and black, high and low, that the riots had 

polarized the communtiy. Everywhere middle class Negroes began 

identifying with the rioters!(~ verywhere the feeling lieeu • wo-. ~h~r 
prevalent among Negroes that all other options had been used upJ 

and that now militancy was the onlypossible recourse. 

A Negro businessman in Detroit expressed himself in sym­

pathy with the rioters) even though two of his stores had been 

sacked. 

A Negro police officer in Atlanta said he believed riots 

were a good thing because they appeared to be the only way to 

shake whites out of their apathy and call attention to the 

problem. 
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Tape 4 ANALYSES AND ADDENDA 

Questioned about his reactions) an arrestee in Detroit 

who, after being swept up on. the streets, spent days in a 

fetid, improvised jail .1 •~ subjected to the verbal and 

physical abuse of officers said: "(Before the riot) I was 

really a passive person -hard working -trying to reach this 

goal, trying to get that degree. Thats what I wanted. And 

I wasn't messing with nobody. I didn't beeak no laws or 

nothing-- went along • l to people. I got too much resent­

ment inside me, or bitterness now to let it Jomfif:an 5§ ii. 

cJis treatment during the riot)happen again- to let somebody 

say to me, Jyou have to do this.\ 

11 If there was another riot, you know what I think I'd 

do? I think I~d blow up police stations. I'd go killing this 

~ time. Oh, I'd go killing ...•• I~ kill. Thats what I'd 

do. Man, I ain't against all white folks, man, but they don't 

stand by and let that happen. Yeah, thatt what I'd do first- -

Itd set more bombs and booby traps in the world. Kill them, 

just like that. I'd do it. Personally I hope therek not 

another riot. Because this time it's gonna go farther than it 

was- - its going to spread. Its going to cause a lot of de-

struction-- everywhere." ~! disillusion has spread among the 

Negroe 5; the philosophy of the extremists has gain.ed more 
t'."\ 

credenc6xl£.artit!1lly as a result of the Black Power Conference 

in Newark there is growing communication between Black Power1 

adherence all •over the nation. There appear5,,>concoft~fiet1v 
~~ 

to be a growing unityXaMl- ¼_t appzazz unwise to believe that 

this unity ~r;.- not be translated infto action if the events 

of the summer of 1967 wer!i; 1te repeated. V9rmer rail-

\ 
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road engineer who has become a leader of the militants in 

Newark1and) following the riot1visited Czechoslovakia} told 

~mmission investigators recently:
?" 

II I will make any kind of a commit~ent even with the 

devil himself if it means beinging about meaningful change 

for Black people. For Black people to enter the mainstream 

of American life/ be it Communist, Socialist or whatever~ 

,¥1e supposedly femocratic prpcess and the American way of 

life has not proven to me• and to other Black people that 

it can deal effectively with the changes necessary to bring 

about conditions favorable to Black people. 11 
... ~ 



Section 7. NEW BRUNSWI CK 

Althoug-h New Brunswick is ·appr oximat.cly equal 
'· -. 

. ~ \ ' 

in populRt ion to Pl a infield, in~ ways the cities 

~ 
are different. A county seat)'1'1-.~~~ center 

·. _New ~i<J'l'ck_ W D'>1 ;:..__,#<;;,< v::J pe..~ t'"'2~ crk_~ 
of commerce with e. lM.ge e1::y t;i~Q ~al2'4'irn, cf eclAAm d ' 

~ - . 

tcir1 ; •~ !i.~ a :13311 Lime rn :i itR '1 p r a fie • · ona:r::?1-:bs 

-aa~1•·--•!!l!t!!l:t~@~YI':'-.. No clearly defined Negro ghetto exists. 

Puerto Ricans and foreign-born make up, along with 

Negroes, substantial portions of the population. 

· .All during the weekend, while violence sputtered, 

flared, subsided, then flared again in Plainfj,elc1,. less . 

than 10 mil.es. away, there were t:1'.'a~l~~•11':11&~- rumors that 

"New Brunswick was really going to blow." Dissatisfaction 

in the Negro community revolved around 
-~ 

fl 1r1 e. issues: The 

closing of a local teenage coffee house by the police de-
. "-. "-ul\,.;,.,- .,'":1. :¥-1 .,._,,_,\_ o'i.w 

partrnent, the lack'b · recreation' facilities, and the 

release of a white couple on $100 bond aft:er they had· 

been arrested for allegedly shooting at three Negro teen~ . 

agers. ? · 
~ gain t~ere was a feeling that the law -was not be_ing 

.. applied equally to whites and Ne~roes. ,By,Monda~~~~ 
~ -r1 tkrh,~4: s-/.u.t,;,~ o/1.t_ ~ ~ #~u1-~ /41 w 1irp11i N~~N~ "" •C 

- ~ .e,trn: tu.m_ we1:~ s-.:,,a~b 111 t,.c ?PP± .a n1HH:: @M. ~ vi M csmw . 
. ~!ff, ~ / ~~d-<1-edwp ·9t~~r'7?7-7~1!11d~~J 

l;Q t:Le l!!t:I:.@ l'lfleiiiOOll the - city S lll<lyut, Pa · n Gl -3 ~b@"1l1e11+-, 

.Jd tJ:!oi'ti e ~ '~ ~ ~ ~ "~ "g 0 V- )}{,_·(~~ 9Jl.tAv.. ~ ( ·· 
~ ' w-6?- ' ' (/ ... 



of 
Staff members DD the anti-poverty agency met with 

t e mayor and _city commissioners to discuss what steps might 

___ b taken to reduce the tension. The mayor, who had been elected 

o a reform platform two months previously, appointed a Negro 
police officer, 
)§UXlf1£X¥' Lieutenant John Brokaw, as X community liaison officer¥, 

,,r-~ - - - - -The department's 

~nt.i.re ,Ne'3'ro c o111pl e-ment of eight men was put i·n 
plain-

The anti-pcwerty up a tasklt'force of worker• 

into all of the communities, D white, Puerto Rican, and 

to report DKk information and to try to cool the situa-

- - -------14----- -- - - - -
The Chief of Police met with K the chiefs of surrounding 

in case~,~-1i:::aei?liee~•~o~2~.s,iiiii&=____7 

·------ -- ---

The streets remained quiet until past BXJXMX 9:00 p.m. 

broken be an to be 

olice. laXlllf At 10:30 .m. Amos noticed a hundred 

ng_sters-( marching in a column of twos down the stree~ ~ 

• A tall Negro minister stepped from the office of the ant_i_-__~ 

and placed himself in the street in order to head 

"Brothers~Jfi Stop~ Let me talk to yo~t~ he called out. 

The marchers brushed past him. A small boy, about 13 years 

o , looked up at the minister: 

11 Black power, baby~ " he • said. 
-------------~------~ 

-+'-- - -- - -



The New Brunswick police were XittKDD reinforced by 

officers from surrounding DD communities. Roadblocks 

II JIil Wild rumors swept the cicy: reports of armed Negro 

---~an~i _.x.a ....e ang .....,• _shoot.... __,g9-'s , _ f~ r e s ____,be- ~ i ngll-'s , ~d de at h s~---------'- - wh""1.· t ,..__.,::ig...,._ ,...s ,_ ........""'.... i_n __ i~~~....., _ at~- ._. __._._an ~ ~~__._._ -

In fact~ what was occurrin~s more ~n he nature of 

relativel minor. Accordin or Sheehan, it was 

D Halloween -- a gigantic ni ht of mischief._'_' ----------' 

Tuesda y morning the mayor imposed a curfew, i@£1Tr 
\ ~ 

!ii;i;; ~ %=- ~ ~~ ➔ l ' a c30;1;1=>rr-··:e,cm.03:Ei6Bct)1C 1 ~ 114- r;wm- I • - -~""r- ..... -c: 

.fiJf€' a1~d ma de a tape recording, played periodically 

over the city's radio statiOn, ap_i,ealing for order. ·~ Ho •'i . { 

of the persons who had been picked up the previous night 

were released on ·their· mm reco9nizance or on low bail. 

~ anti-poverty agency, whose summer program had lDDDl 

n1f been funded until a few days p:reviously, ~ 

b ,r-an -hiring l'OUngsters as recreational aides. So many teenagers 

appl-ied for the jobs that it was decided to cut the stipend :!K 

t9 eaeh- in half and hire twice as many as plarmed. 

When the youngsters indicated a desire to see the mayor, 

and--lJ10(- Ula- eity commissioners aqreed to meet with them . 

though- inil.i-a.Uy- host.ile-,- -tbe-l.§---teenaqers who made up the~ 

---- - - - ---------------------' 



~ 
proje'?t in thr=gl filtiiito PRE Qt2]3 -4 y dVPJ ~ed that 

\ 

•I 

evening. The 

· crowd was · angry at the massive show of force by the 
'1Jforft.-. ~ 10tt#'lk er~1/~i '4 ~ ~% w~0 J ,,~ aqa_&cJ~~?" ~ Jt44t •-u.. 

police. l Asked to return _to their · homes, people replied: 

"We will go home when you get the police out of the area." 

Requested by several city commissioners to pull ~ 
~1 ~1i'i<t' 

the .u.-l~e. the Chief(refused. He was then given a 

direct order to pull_back by the mayor. 

· · -According .to the Chief, he had "been a police officer 

for 24 years and had never felt so bad." 
fts--l.J~ 

• _; I'.' later, elements of the same crm·1d, which . 
--M -~ ... , 

was an older ( one than the night before and contained per-

sons ·ranging from the late teens to the ·~ thirties, 
~ . v -k.,~~+ou.,____ 
~ l in front of the police station. /~~~--

Yl_ ~N• . . . 
,~• ~cJir:&:pe.:&Q,-, J.lw;:: peoplc bJ f;~e-. . , 

~~ s~ c.,.~ ... :r (fU-1 ~ 'fk_J-kr 1 'fk.. s ~,,., ✓ ~ a..-
. ~~-e,x:a:B.t:d. Sl;e wen1- e1:1t iu be, t;he · 

~J~ ..~•••ee, talked to the people and asked that she be given 



- -

- -

. -

a o~portunity to 1fD correct conditions. The crowd~ was 

------b .lste~o~s. Some persons challenged t~e mayor. But, finally, 

t i opinion, "She's new! Give her a chance!"~ prevailed. 

A demand was issued by people in the crowd that all XlOi 
T4 jL(~ tJJ11 •"".':e ½_~~J 

sons arrested Xlal the previous night be released. /7f"ie people 

e suspicious. They asked to be allowed to inspect the jail 

--------4+---0v- e-r- the objections of the chief, the mayor a~lft I:& L 

resentatives of the people look in the cells to satisfy them-

that everyone had been released. 

e crowd dispersed. The New Brunswick% riot had failed 

----- -1~!--- ------ ----------------------~ 
' 
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· !fl =-t:h~ ctb3 -aftQlillAon t h e IOuyar and c i 1-y cc>mmi □ s~en'ii'r•s-

' '..- ,/ 

'llAt •rd tb 35 a ngry aud i ni ti ul~-Y b octilo ---t.ee1t&ge.~~ w'ht:> 

'_'poured out their souls to the mayor." As a result, the 

mayor, the city conunissioners anc1 the Negro youths drew _up 

a statement attacking segregation, discrimination, inferior 
•• • s 

educational and employment opportunities, police harassment, 

and poor housing. Four of the young people began broad­

~asting over the radio station, urging their "soul brothers 

and sisters" to "cool it, because you will only get hurt 

and the mayor has _talked with us and is going to do some.:.. 

thing for us." Other youths .circulated through the streets 

with the sam8 message. 
0---

Despite these measures, / confrontation between the 

police and a crowd that gathered near a public housing 
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Section 6 Plainfie ld 

. New Jers_e y' s worst viole nce out1;,ide of Newa rk was 

experience d by .Pla in f ield, a pleasant, tree -·shaded ci-!y 

of 45,000. A "bedroom community," more than one-third of 

whos e re s ide nts work outside the city, Plainfield had 

had few Negroes until the 1950 1 s. By 1967 the Negro pop­

ulation had risen to an estimated 30 percent of the total. 

As- in .Englewood, the r e was a A I ep: division between the 

Negro middle class, which lived in the Eastside "gilded 

ghetto," and the unskille d, unemployed and underemployed 

poor on the Westside. 

The mayor and city council operate oh a 

There is no full-time administration y man-

ager. appointed by the mayor. are cha 

areas such education, 

welfare; and health. 

The part-time and city government has 

failed to realize the c which the city 

has undergone. 

me e ting the needs of 

middle cl · s, it was unprepared to cope 
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-- -- - -

- -

-- I CbI 
Geared toward meeting the needs of a suburban middle 

cla ss, the part-time and fragmented city government had failed 

to tealize the change in character which the city had undergone.I 
I 

anc was unprepared to cope with the problems of a growing under-

ski lled and under-educated population. There was no full-time 
I 

adll inistrator or city manager. Boards appointed by the mayor --
~ 

whc se position was largely honorary, an d/,fiiifit♦ part-time --
wi1 p jurisdiction over such areas as education, welfare, 

-he, 0.. th, n etc., operated independently-:-

-

~- - - -
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1 

[
It 

I 

I 

-

I 

I 
-

- r 
- I

I 

l 
I 

I 

- I 
I 

I -- 1 

-



---

I 

9% Si ~·i • g 2 • rs :ts::=2ski l;;;U i..vz ~ 

. t! ~ " , 2\ ~~-- ~' .t'LIJ ' 3 Hm~tv exl s ~ ~to1;1ea to viewing politic s , 

ej~a,_vJ~ 
as a gentleman's pastime, ¼ startled_~nd ups e t by · 

I •the heat and intensitv with ' whir-h 

rr The bus operated only on three days in mid-week -- on 

wefikends the county pool was too crowded to accommodate children_...,,.,.~ 

frR"'_ the Plainfield 'jlla•ee• 

the ac:hool system to adapt itself 

to the social and ethnic backgrounds of its pup! ls. 
create.d 

There were strikes and boycotts. The track system/~ fa to 

se regation within a supposedly integrated school system most 

of the youngsters from white middle class districts were in the 

higher tracJc.t, most XXUN from the Negro poverty areas - in the 

lower. Strained relations between Negro pupils and some white 

teachers resulted in a charged racial atmosphere. Two- irds 

of school dropouts, ittwas estimated, were Negro. 

or rrus-cra t:icm e municipal government, tacked a 

list of 19 demands and complaints to the door of the city 

hall~ Most dealt with discrimination in housing, employ­

ment .and in the public schools. B thy e summer of 1967 

the ¢ity's Common Council had not responde d. Although two 

2 



of the 11 Council me mbe rs we re Negro, both represented 

the Easts ide ghe tto. The pove rty area was represented 

by two white wome n, one of whom had been ap:rointed· by the 

• 
Council afte r the elec t ed r e presentative, a Negro; had · 

I • • • 

. been,transferred by his compa ny and had moved out of the 

3Y/a( b/!f.1,,;,, Mi,,,., ,.;_I' 4, ~"' v,C "'" ,,,,,,,,,.,,j<,, 'lk,.,.. ...v·;,..z-1,.,£_ 

p rio r to the Ne wark outbre a k >4 t J 3 5 tt1 

~ 
~bil;:u1 · , l'l il'l Plail'\fisla £ uring the course of .J routine ® 

arr~.,. z , in one of th~ sing \,~~,J(fter 

zhrtF15z:25i:e2l'l ha ndc u ffe d, -el'!.8 ; J i f a lle n down a 

flight of stairs. The officer said she had slipped. 

Negro residents claimed he had pushed her. When a dele­

C\ 
' gation went to city hall to . file a complaint, they w~re 

told by the city clerk that he was not empowered to accept 

it. Believing that they were being given the run-around, 

the delegation, angry and frustrated, departed. 

On Friday evening, July 14, the same police officer 

~V~~~t,;~ wa~ moonlighting .as a private guard 

at a diner frequented by Negro youths. He was, reportedly, 

. . . -
n·umber two on the Negro comnmnity' s "ten most-wanted" .-F 

14-e-t of ~lpl!~~~~ •R"L unpopular police officers. The list 

itself was colorblind. Although out of 82 officers on 

the force ·only 5 were Ne gro, 2 of the 10 on the "most 

~ 
wanted" list 95- Negro. The t wo o·ffice r s mo s t gene rally 

3 



respected in the Negro community were white .. 
Although most of the youths at .the diner were of 

. , 
high school age, tl 

_. had a reputation as a bully. Sometime before 10:00 

p.m., as a result of an argument, he hit a 16-year old 

boy and split open his face. As the boy lay bleeding on 

the asphalt, his friends rushed to the ~olice officer and 

demanded that he call an ambulanc~ and arrest the offender. 

Instead, the officer walked over ·to the boy; looked at 

him, and r~portedly said: "Why don't you_ just go home and 

wash up?" He refused to arrest anyone. 

, \ 
.J

'·- ., 

bey t9 U.e :kospi t * , ~e youngsters at" . the diner were 

incensed. They believed that, had the t~o participants 

in the incident been white,. th~ older youth would have 

been · ar·rested, the younger taken to the hospital immediately. 

In order to go from the diner to the housing project 

. . 
in which most ·of them lived, the youths had to traverse 

four blocks of the city's business district. As they 

,IJ;, ~ ~ - ­~~' ~walked, they smashed 3 or 4 windows~ ~t'1rit~, 
11¢ifdiiiiiiiillil II"\. , ~ ~'µ_ v,n.. ~ ~d-,t>---~ cl't._ J/>iuk~ a..l d-01-t0, 1?-, ..1./~vr- . 

·• ' a challengm.\ • the police L " f ~ won't do anything · 
. d , o{s,c.Lv~ ~ 

about that, then let's see~ do something about this!" 

4 
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On one of the quiet/ ~~ streets,1 two young 

Negroes, D.H. and L.C. had been neighbors. D.H. had gradu-

~tea from high school, attended Fairleigh Dickinson • 
University and, aftei receiv~ng ~ ·degree in psychology, 

had obtained a job as a reporter on the Plainfield 

Courier-News. 

L. C. had dropped out of high_ school, become a worker 

in a chemical plant, and, although still in his 20's, had 

married and fathered seven children. A man with a strong 

sense of family, he iiked sports _and played in the local 

baseball league~ • Active in c_i vil rights, he had, like 

the c~vil rights organizations, over the years, become 

more militant: · For a period of time he had been a Muslim-. .. 

Shortly ·after midnight, in_ an attempt to cap the 

eruption, D.H. and the two Negro councilmen met with the 

youths ·in the housing projec.t. Although the focal point 

of the yout~s' bitterness was the attitude of the police-­

until 1966 police had used the word "nigger" over the .... ·. 

police radio and one officer had worn a Confederate belt 

buckle and had flown a Confederate pennant on his car -- · 

· their complaints ranged far and wide over local and national 

is~ues. There was an overriding cynicism and disbelief 

that government would, of its own accord, make meaningful 

5 



I There was little confidence that the two councilmen could 

ex•rcise any 1.n· f 1 uence. One youth s a1.·d : "You came down here 

l • t w were ~rowina stones at some passing cart1 and,------- a T yeax:. - e -•• --- -, 

y-OU- said to us that this was not the way. to do it. You got 

us to talk with the man. We talked with him.. _wa talked wi tb 

h .,..,.: ~ , talked, 11 1 - We ---a1·n•t ,not-- nothinn- ---, vet~"rand we a yearong -- - -

ilf 1"1 IBate ee: How~.ver, on the promise that meetings would 

be arrange d that same day, Saturday, with the editor of 

the newspapwr and with the mayor, the youths agreed to 

disperse. 

At the first of these m~etings the youths were, 

apparently, satisfied _by the explanation that the news­

paper •·s coverage was not delib~ra tely discriminatory. The 

second meeting with the mayor, however, which began at 

7: 00 o'clock that evening, proc.eeded bac;:Uy. The Negroes 

present · felt that the mayor was complacent and apathetic, 

and that they were simply being given the usual lip ser-

vice, from which nothing would d e velop. 

The mayor, on the othe r hand, told Commission invest-

igators t ha t he recognize d that "Citi zens are frustrated 

by t he politica l organiza tion of the city," because he, 
I 
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him$e:l..f, has no rea l powe r and " each of the councilmen 

_s~ys that he is just one of the ele ven and the refore 

can't do anything." • 

After appr ox i ma tely two hours, a dozen of the youths 

walked out, indicating an impasse and signa lling the 

breakup of the mee ting. Shortly the r eafter window smashing 
A M~~~ ~ L/\,.,_ Uo ~ , .. ~ , .Cl,t 

began. A t:1 ee :r, ra-s sp,1 e £:i :re e, JMoJ o tl#v Cu d -.. ~o · J ~ One 

· fire engine, in which a white and Negro fireman were 

sitting side by side, had a Molotov cobktail thrown a t it~ 

the white fir eman was burned. 

,C 6u~~!:,c-:::~:DR:"';:/j~ 
~ Sind Sof'4,.2ifi l e d • ":tl"I. the beg ii mirt9". f iquor store s

0 ~~ L 
and tave rns, especia lly, we r e ~i.J. .., 1 J 1- . Some of the 

youths believed that there was an excess con6entration of 

bars in the Negro section, and that these were an unhealthy 

influence in the community. 

Because the police department had mobilized its full 

force, the situation, although _serious, never appeared to 

get out of hand. Officers made numerous arrests. The 

chief of the fire d e partment told Comn: ission investigators 

that it was hi•s conclusion that "individuals making fire-

bombs did not know what they were doing, or they could 

have burne d the city." 

7 . 
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At 3:00 o'clock Sunday mor ning a h e avy r a in began 

to fall, sca t t e ring whate ver groups remaine d on the 

streets. • 
In the morning · p'olice made no effort to cordon off 

the area . As white sight~eers and churchgoe rs drove by 

the housing project there were _sporadic incidents of rock­

throwing and violence. During . the early afternoon thes.e 

increased. 

to draw up a formal petition of grievances. As the youths 

gathered it _became apparent that some of them had been 

drinking. A few kept drifting away fr<;>m the parking lot 

where the meeting was being held t"o throw rocks at passing 

cars. It was decided to move everyone at the meeting to 

Greenbrook Park, .a county park several blocks away. 

Between 150 and 200 persons, 'including almost all of 

the rockthrowers, piled into a caravan of · cars and headed 

for the park. At approx i ma t e ly 3:30 p.m. the Chief of 

the Union County Park Police a~rived to find the group 

b~ing addressed by David Sullivan, Executive Director ot 

the Human Re lations Commission. He "informe d Mr. Sullivan 

he was in viola t i on o f our pa rk ordinance and to dispe rse 

the group." _Sullivan and L .C. attempt e d to e xplain that 

8 



they were in the process of drawing up a list of griev­

ances, but the Chief remained adama nt. 'l'hey could not 
) . 

( 
'--

meet in the park without a permit, and they did not 
\ . 

have a permit. 

After permitting the group 10 to 15 minutes grace, 

the· Chief decided to disperse them. "Their mood was 

very excitable, 11 he reported, ·and 11 in my estimatioi1 no 

one could appease them so we moved them out without too 

much trouble. They left in a caravan of about 40 ·cars, 

horns blowing and yelling, and headed south on West End 

Avenue to Plainfield." 

Within the hour looting became widespread. Cg.rs 

were overtu1;n~d, a white man was snatched off a motor­

cycle, and the fire department stopped responding to · 

alarms because the police were unable to provide protec­

tion. · After having been on alert until midday, the 

Plainfield Police Department was caught unprepared. At 

6:00 p.m. only 18 men were 
~ 

on duty . . .Checkpoints were 

established at crucial intersections in an effort to 

isolate the 2rea. 

' At one of the intersections, three blocks from the 

housing project, '·"officer John Gleason, together with tv,o 

reserve officers, had been posted. Gleason was a veteran 

9 



officer, the son of a forme r lieutenant on the police 

~partme nt. Shortly afte r 8:00 p.m. two white youth~ 

A £Sil • JL§jj£J. chased by a 22~-year old Negro, Bobby 
\ ... 

Williams , came running frrnn the direction of the ghe tto 

toward Gleason's post. 

As he came in si~ht of the police officers, Williams 

stopped. Accounts of what occurred I1ext, or why · O_fficer 

Gleason took the action he d:i.d, vary. What is known is 

that ·when D.H •. , the newspaper reporter caught sight of 

h;i.m a minute or two later, Officer Gleason was two blocks 

from his post. Striding after _Williams directly into 

the ghetto area, Gleason already had passed one housing .
(J 

project. P~ople · in small gro~ps were milling about. In 

D.H. 's words: ." There was a kind of shock and amazemen_t," 

to see the o·fficer walking by himself. so· deep in the ghetto. 

Suddenly there was · a confrontation between Williams 

. . . 

and Gleason. Some witnesses repor_t Williams had a hammer 
' 

in his hand. Others say he did not. When D.H.; whose . 

attention momentaiily -had- been distracted, ·next saw Glea~pn 

he had drawn his gun and was firing at Williams·. As 

Williams fell -to the ground, · cri~ically injured, Gleason 

turne4 and began running back toward his post. 

10 
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Negr o youths chased him. Gleas on stumbled, regained 

his balance , then had-.his feet knocke d out from under 

him. A score of youths b e g an to beat him and kick him. 

Some of the reside nts in the apartrnent house attempted to 

intervene , but they were brus hed aside. D.H. believes 

that, under the ' circumstances and in the atmosphere that 

prevailed at that moment, any police officer, black or 

wnite, would have been killed. 

After they had beaten Gleason to death, · the youths 

took ri.H.'s camera from him and smashed it. 

Fear swept over the ghetto. Many residents -- both 

lawless and .law-abiding -~- _were convinced, on the basis · 

of what had ·occurred in Newark, that la_w enforcement off­

icers would come _into the ghetto shooting, bent on venge-

\ .... - -f~~ Cl,.(;~~+o~+o~ ~~ 
ance. ere was no lack of we~pons. ) For_ty-six carbines 

. v-,F-e;u_ -. \
tlwil ]le a h 1n stolen from a nearby arms manufacturing ~ 

d~itx;Q-ciiffi-vi hinrsf"'J F 1 e-hi»e lui:e door Wlt-'i a she~ 
. . . . 

Law enforcement officers continued th~ir cordon about 

the area, but made no attempt to enter it except, occasion­

ally to rescue someone . Na tiona l Guardsmen arrive d s hortly 

11 



after .midnight. Their armored personnGl carriers we re 
k ~t.~\ ~ ~ -""~ ·l t v 

~~- ¼; :Lt~ r~ roo~:,:t;~~.to~ ,±; c~ po1,ohe ~~ 

. 

. / 

~ B@H.:t~ +I ct!r. :aa? J Reports of sm.p e r f1.r1.ng, wild sh(¥)t1ng, 

- and general chaos 6ontinued until the early morning hours. 

By daylight Monday,New Jersey state officials had 

begun to arrive in th~ city. At a meeting in the early 

afternoon it was agreed that to inject police into the 

gl)etto would be to risk bloodshed; that, instead, law 

enforceme nt personnel should cont.inue to retain their 

cordon)Q wl~J e ~ ; dei:i.l: ii pab.oih:d di m a:_t c @ th »J,s ~-

All during t?e day various meetings took place between 

government officials and Negro representatives. Police · 

were anxious to recover the carbines that had been stolen 

hostile. Others were anxious to establish a dialogue. 

There were demands that officials give. concrete evidence 

that they ·were prepared to deal with Negro .grievan·ces . . 

Again, the meeting was inconclusive. The officials returned 

to . city hall. 

12 
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At 9:15 p.m., L.C. rushed in claiming that, as a 

, 
result of th e f ailure to resolve any of the outstanding 

, ~ .,.,._·~,~... L...4-.o W ~ ~,,.G~\ ~.rt'TV"nL.. ~ . ~ j 

v .:i.olence was about to explode c,lnC\·J. The 'ey
• 

demand of the militant faction was that those who had 

been arrested during the riot should be released. State 

officials decided to arrange for the release on bail of . 

12 arrestees charged wi~h minor violations-.. Raoiprocally, 

L.C.- agreed to try to induce return of the stolen carbines 

by noon on Wednesday. 

As state officials were scanning the list of arres­

tees to determine which of them should be released, a 

messag:e was brought to Colonel Kelly of the State Police 

that general firing had broken out around the perimeter. 

An investigation disclosed that one shot of unex­

plained origin had been heard. _In response, security 

forces h3.d shot out street lights, thus~_initiating the -fri,. 

Tev..~,IV\ wrv. -~~~ ~k~-~~ r,,,'}'~ 
· "general firJ.ng." 0 11 , (.!,VJ' <4J_ N . ;.,i.1~ So o ~ 'fU 'ihu. ~~ ~ 

~;yn,tc,ff r,,t -n,v,ylv!' r:t o/f CUft~ . eb~. 
At 4:00 o'clock Tuesday morning, a dozen prisoners 

were released from jail. Plainfield police officers 

considered this a "sellout.'' 

When; b~ noon on Wednesday, the stolen carbines had 

not been returned, the Governor decided to authorize a 

13 
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mass search o f the area. At 2:00 ,I: k±di p.m. a convoy 

of State Police and Nationa l Guard troops _prepared to 

enter the area. In orde r to direcf ~he search as _to 
• 

likely locations , a handful to Plainfield police officers 

were spo tted t hroughou t the 28 vehicle s of the convoy. 

As the convoy prepared to depart, the State Community 

off' carrying out the 

de
0

cision of the Governor not to permit Plainfield officers 
· ~'\¼,;."""'"""- "'¾~I., i,,."/1..._ b,.,, ~~'l'l'• •vlev 

: ~ -pate in search)~- Their particip on ")\ 

~ 
> 

might lead to a clash . between them and the Negro 

citizens. 

As the search f9r carbine s in the community progressed, 

tensions in.creased rapidly. According to witnesses and 

newspaper reports, some men in the search · force left apart-

s in. shamble 5x a»r7 de I 1 113, tJ · LM:i uch1112 1 11 1•£ I j 

An hour and a half after it w~s begun, the search . 
~c, ~~ vJ'<-'IL{\- ~ ~-Co~ ~""\{..._ cl.. . ---.. 

was Cfk!il~ll!!!'eaillilJ-ot~f\Mfen/~ ~ '--'-~~D '- ' 

~ ~~ :,l>-,"+""'>m01 ....+4-...;• :-SU~'tk ~ .~ ~ - ~·~u...,, . 
~~°'-~~~~- .. ~~-

i:am iii J. (etJ eePlt"t18!fI• A half hour after the conclusion 

of the sea r ch, in• a meeting charged with e motion, the -

entire Departme nt threatene d to resign unles s the State 

H~ -&wu1 -h YI.Ji Jp.,,.,~,,Community Reldtions Director l eft the city. 

On Friday , exactly a week a fter the first outbre ak , 

the c1ty started returning to norma l. 
14 
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