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Bob:

I asked Chick to have a few
team people read the revised version of
your paper (i.e., the version that the
Commission saw). They focused almost
entirely on specific facts that appeared
questionable. I pass along the pages
that they had questions about; a few
seem clearly worth checking.

ok

David Chambers
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*  UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : David Chambers ; : ’ DATE: December 8, 1967
\ | |
FROM : Charlég)nelson ' ' ;-
SUBJECT:
: I Attached is the revised Conot paper. We have marked

several points of fact and a few of interpretation which
have been seriously questioned by team members.

2. We have not indicated on this copy where we lack
information to verify statements in the paper. Nor have
we included supplemental information given in our first
comments. On reading the revised paper, we note that many
of our comments, and suggestions had not been used. Our
first draft can be checked for these.

3. About methods for checking factual assertions, I

believe that between Conot's people and our team members
we could establish the source fory/the facts $tal
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"rhe white power structure will not 'willingly' yield to

the democratic concept of 'majority rule'."

By the spring of 1967, such extremists as Stokel

Nen't oy By the spring of 1967 y

%?u%; \ Carmichael and H. "Rap" Brown were saying:; "You cah't turn
e e ' -

your back on violence, because you can't live in America if

you're black and be non-violent." Proclaiming ever more

ﬂzw
niex “zkathe black man, their goal was to convince white America that
551

5
(e ol a revolution was in the making, and Black America that white

v stridently that America_qis conducting "geﬁocide" against
1y '

America wggld respond to black._grievances with a policy of

. suppression and violence. Only ifthey could create a climate
in which revolution would feed on anger, bigotry, and fear,
and violence could they hope that their words would be

heeded by the masses; that they th&pselves could attain th

>

stature of leaders.

The trap had been baited and set. The question

remained, would it be sprung?



iAto his car and drove him_ﬁo the hospital. He died shortly
thereafter.

As officers were leaving the scene, a storm broke. Be-
neath the peltiﬁg rain,vthe spectatoré scattered. When an officer
wént back to check the area he'found no one on thé étreets.

A few minutes aftef 7:00 P.,M., the Selective.Enforcement
Unit,'tired and sun-parched, reported in from the races. A half
hour later g reéort was received thét 500‘persons were gathefing.A'
A police cay was sent into the érea to check the report. The.
_officers could find no one. The men of the Selective Enforcement
Unit were tpld to go home.

The men in the scout car, had not, however,.penetrated in-
to‘the Centfal-Village Housing conplex where, as the rain ended,
hundreds of] pefsons poured from the apartments. At least half of
them were tpenagers and youths. As they began to mill about, old

grievances,| both real and imagined, were resurrected: discrimina-

tory practires of local stores, advantages taken by white men of

Negro éirls, the kicking in the face of a Negro by a white man,

aS the Negrg lay handcuffed on the ground, tﬁe.lack of recreation
facilities, the blackballing of two Negro high schools by the
Athietic Conference, the shooting of one of two handcuffed Negro youtl

T Th o ) ol wRe ook
‘/by a police officer. Thes %ume& —_

When Officer Oates returned to the area it was secthing

with teenagers and young adults. Attempting to convince them to
disperse'of their own accord, he assurcd them a completec
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_ School Board; none on the Fire Department; none of high rank on -

There was no Negro on the City Council; none on the

the Police Force. Four out of every ten Negroes lived in shacks

with broken window panes, leaking gas, and holes in the walls

‘through which rats scampered. Rents were fifty to .sixty

dollars a month. Recreational facilities were few. Those that

 did exist lacked equipment and supervisors. Young toughs pre-

empted and intimidated the children who tried to use them.
In the schools, the majority of Negroes never reached
the eighth grade. Of every-—3;000 Negro students who wer
3-5% |
graduated from high school, only 28 could attain the minimum

passing score on .the State's college entrance examination.

A difference of at least three-and-a-half years in educa-

-tional attainment separated the average Negro and white youfh.

Fifty~five percent of the Negroes in Tampa were working in un-
skilled jbbs. More than_half of the families had incomes of

less than $3,000 a year. The result was that 40 percent of

" the children lived in broken homes, and the city's crime rate

was among the top 25 percent in the nation.

Although the meeting between the residsnts and the
officials brcke up without copcrete results, ths Governor be-
lieved it had enabled‘the residents to let off steam.
That évening, as National Guard troops supélantsd local

forces in maintaining a perimeter and establishing roving patrols,
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CINCINNATI

nagd — In October, 1965, a scrles of assaults on and murders

AT ' ( : mnueasin
LQAQTQN of middle-aged white womeggx;d generated anatmoségere'of

~naT

q}kx&ffc fear in the city. ‘A}%heugh_the—éewspapefe~were—gens;ally
)p';a.&dul f-the-cass., \\h’xen it became

* tﬁﬂ known that the tentatlve 1dent1f1catlon of the “Cinéinnati

Strangler" indicated him to be a Negro, a new element of
‘tension was injected into relations between the races.

In December, 1966, a jazz musician named Posteal Laskey
was arrested and charged with one of the murders. In May of
1967 he was convicted and sentenced to death. Although.two
of the principal ‘witnesses against Laskey were Negroes, many
persons in Ehe'Negro community félt that because of the
charged atmospheré he had not received a fair trial. They
were even further incenséd when a white man, convicted of
manslaughte; in the death.of his mistress; received a sus-
pended senténce.

Despite the fact;that the cases were dissimilar, there
was talk in the Negro community that the difference_in the
severity of sentences was indicative of a double standard of
justice for white and black.

-éollowing Laskey's conviction a drive began in ﬁhe
community to faise funds for an appcal. LasKey's cousin, )
Peter I'rakes, began walking the étrccts, carrying a sandwich

"'15- ) . ] ‘ [
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oo Gnewnnah wl — hask wymocents -
. s‘.\—h\m
boar%«sg“G*LiSéng*ghe"“baSkey“Freedom—Eund1" After warning

him several times about his activities, police arrested

 Frakes on a charge of violating thé-city's;uujp;eéeepéag L//’// :
34 o&amﬁ" s&ﬁl&‘uu“}m% @2&85'\'?\&)(\ ’;kagc\c v

major portion of the Negro community looked upon the

- A
“5€ggo anh—\oﬂﬂrW%%

Aordinance as an anti-Negro one. Between January and June,

1966, of some 240 persons arrested under it, 170 had been

Negro.

=

Frakes was arrested at 12:35 A.M. on Sunday morning,

June 1l. That evening, concurrent with the commencement of
_ ot o
a Baptist Convention, Dr. Martin Luther King spoke dim—one
ef—tre churches. Following th%Aspeech it was announced that
a meeting to protest the Frakes arrest and the angé:loitering
an the %ﬂﬂph S
ordinance would be held the following nigxgkat a junior high
school in the Avondale District.
Without realizing the implicgtion, Cincinnati over
the years had been making protests throigh political and
: | M’q not fe vﬁ%‘l’%&m
non-violent channels more anhd more drfficu I\ It seemed
‘more and more futile to the young, militant element in the
Negro community to abide by accepted procedure.
Although the city's Negro population had been rising
swiftlyA—— in 1967, 135,000 out of the city's 500,000 resi-
dents were Negroes -- there was only one Negro sitting on

the city Council. In the 1950's, with a far smaller Negro
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population, there had been two. Negrocs attrlbutcd this to

¥£h~&6& rs 4o¥£n4¢5ﬁnﬁ

the fact that the city h?ﬁb o—er-ert -
sunteXien  Sysiem

}ectromTOT tne nine countttmeny thereby dllutlng the

h; —_ Negro vote. When a Negrérreceived the largest total vote of

(o
”@zw’

 instead.

any of the councilmen -- traditionally the criterion for
| e
ch0051ng_mh1hh of the cnunnn1men—was—&e~be-thoseﬁﬁ§ayor --

tradltlon'was cast aside and a white man was picked for mayor

Alghough 40 percent of the school children were Negro,

there wag only one Negro on the Board of Education. Of 81

-members Af various city commissions, only one was a Negro.

'Picketihg the construction site of a new city conven-
tion hall, to proteet lack of Negro membershié in building
trades upions, produced no results. When the Reverend Fred
Shuttlesworth; who had led the Negroes in the Birmingham
march of| 1963, staged a pfotest against alleged discrimina-

tory practices at the County Hospital, he and his followers

were arrested for trespassing. Sentenced to jail, the

Rev. Shﬁttlesworth had hie sentence suspended. Placed on

probation, he was kept ﬁnder the court's jurisdiction,.and

was thus prevented from leading further non-violent protests.
Traditional Negre leaders drawn.from an affluent end

conservative middle class became more and more discredited

as grandiose promises degenerated into pctty results.. Of
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The police deﬁartment mobilized its forces for a

possible disturbance. However, because of complaints from

Negro militants that the policc themselves were an iﬁciting

factor -- some months earlier, following a speech by stokely
: Carmichael, a crowd had gathered and burned the car of a
plainclothesmén -- it was decided to withhold the police
froﬁ the immediate area of the scheduléd protest meeting
that evening. ,

It appeared as if this policy might be rewarded until,
toward the close of the rally, a wealthy Negro real estate
broker arose to defend both the police and the anti-loitering

INSERE

“”na?l% ordinancevq The largely youthful, militant audience was in— v///,

censed. When the meetlng brokc up a m15511e was hurled
sieve. Lre was sotv \/
hrough the window of a nearb;%ihu;eh_——A_smaLl-faxs_was
seb—ip—~the—stxeal.

The police were able to react quickly. ~There was only
one major confrontation between them and the mob. Little
resistance was offered,

Although windows were broken in some two dozen stores,
there was virtually no looting. There were 14 arrests, some
of them not connected with the disturbance. Among those

who 1< new
arrested was a Eomwes community workerv\studylng for a docto-
.raté at Brandeis University. Called to the area to heip .

get people off the streects, he was charged with loitefing.

- -19 -
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The ﬁext morning it was stated by the judge df‘the
ﬁunicipal-Court, before whom most of the persons chérged
were to be brought, that he intended to mete out the maximum
sentence to anyone found éuilty of a riot-connected offense.
Although éhe judge intended the statement to act as a.deter;
rent agairst further violence, to many persons in the Negro

communityiit éppeared further evidence of discriminatory

justice.

Tugsday morning a list of ll/Agzaéds~anﬂ(grievances

Stemming-Lron—the-Monday-—right-meeting was presented to the

municipal government. Included were demands for repeal of

the loitering law, release of all prisoners arrested during
the distufbance, full émployment.for Negroes,'and equal |
justice jin the courts.

Muhicipal 3§ficialé agreed that the city council would
ot '

consider| the . Officials, however, rejected the call

that they attend an open-air meeting of residents in the

Avondale| section that evening. City léaders did not want to
give stature to the militants by acknowledging them as the
de ggggg reprcsentatives of the community. Yet, by all
iqdicatioﬁs, the militanfs were the only peréons with
influence on the people on the streets.

Mayof Walter H. Bachrach declared that he was "quite
surprised” by the disturbance because the council had "wo;ked
like hell" to help Negroes. | |
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followers.. Approéchiﬂg a police céptain,.Carmichaél asked
why there were so many police cars in the area. Informed
that they were there to make sure thefe was no disturbance,
Ccarmichael -started dancing up and down, élapping his hands
.and singing words to the effect that there might have to be
a‘fiot if the bolice cars weré not removed. When Carmichael
_refused to move on as requesﬁed, he was arrested.

Residents were bitter about their inability'tq get the
city'governmént to correct conditions and make impfoveﬁents.
Petitions Qould be acknowledged, but not acted upon. Because
elections were on an at-large basis, only one of the 16
aldermen was ; Négro, and many black wérds‘were feprésented

- by white aldermen.

Demands for a-swimming pool, for an access road to a
nearby city park, for rodent and pest control, for better
lightiﬁg and better garbage collection, had been to no avail.
As the residents mingled and discussed their grievances, it
was deci@ed to organize several committees, and éo hold a
Aprotgst meeting on the.following night.

Upon his release from ﬁail Monday morning,'Carmichael
declared that the black people were preparing to resist

" "armed aggressiénf by the police by whatever'means necessary.

men wlo hed kan donkira,

Shortly thereafter in the Dixie Hills Shopping Center, v//"
which had been closed down for the day;<§dé*aak7 using a d

" broom handle, bcgan to pound on the bell of a burglar alarm

g PSRy N gy - 7






[

The next morning city equipment appeared in the area

t6 begin work on the long-delayed projects demanded by the

¢itizens. It was announced a Negr6 Yquth?giggs would be L///
establishedAalong the lines of the Tampa White Hats.

SNCC responéed tha£ volunteers woulé be selling their
"Black brothers out," and would be viewed as "Black Traitors, "
to be dealt with in the "manner we see fit."

Nevertheless, during the course'pf the summer #he 200
youths participating in the corps played én important role
in preventing a major outbreak.
| Another meeting of afea residents was called for
Tﬁesday evening. ‘At its conclusion 200 protestgrs were
met by 300 police officers. As two police officers chased
several boys down the street, a-gﬁﬂ:ig:&mggiﬁigileendiany Q//

dev+ee exploded at the officers' feet. In response, several

shots emanated from police ranks, which, in that vicinity,

consisted mostly of Negro officers.
The discharge from one shotgun struck in the midst of
several persons sitting on the front porch of a house. A

46~-year old man was killed. A 9-year old boy was critiéally

injured.
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The

axed- wa.s et an .
culated-thret : he~tater—appearamce—of
Meyor—Atrem no further violence ensucd. When H. "Rap"
Brown, who had returned tp the city that afternéon,,went

to other Negro areas in an attempt to initiate a demonstra-

tion against the shooting of the Negroes on th porch he

olice. o cnbrolle
met - with no response. Atlantﬁﬂhad weagie;ed—*%e—e;as*e_
- Hhe c\‘l—t\-‘* Lirst 19067 é}\so‘r&u
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Lofton and Curvin decided that, in order to move the crowd
out, they would organize a march on City Hall immediately
instead of waiting until the following day.

The protesters now had been augmented by én_estimated

25 cab drivers who, upon hearing of Smith's arrest, had

decided to stage a rally of their own. They began'ﬁaking
on passagngers for the.short trip.tf the City Hall., 3w

The &bl\ce, choux an n
Curvin“c¢limbed to e top of an automobile,Arocks started

flying.| Someone yelled: "Man, get off that damn car!"

Automobiles were set on fire. It was approximately mid-

night when a fire engine, arrivihg on the scene, was pelted
with brficks and bottles. The police,'their heaaé protected
by World War I helmefs, sailied forth in full force. Thé
marchers, who were still in the process of fofmihg, were
scatteried. A few minutes latér down the gtreet the.first
liquor [store Qas broken into. |

However, only a few stores were looted, and, by about

2:30 A./M., the disturbance appeared to have run its course.
The next afternoon the Mayor described it as an iso-
lated incident. Invited to appear'before and talk to the

people at a protest rally being organized at the houéing
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Evérywﬁere‘therc Was the.same inequality with regard to
education, job opportunities, income, and housing. Everywhere
" there was the same lack of representaﬁion of Negroes on the
local government. In six New Jersey communities with sizeable
Négfo populations, there wef; a total of.only fivé Négro

|

children composed as much as half of the school p0pu1atioh,

Councilmen. In a half .dozen school systems in which Negro

there wefe only a total_of $iX members of the Board‘of Educa-

wrtual

v// tion. Iqﬁpone f the municipal governments did a Negro hold a

- key position. In each of the ghettos the Negro felt himself
W ealy '

ek o surrounded by.an intransigent wall of whites.
b t Mw\ ) . | . | X . .

Inp four suburban cities -- Bloomfield, Harrison,
Irvingtoq; and Maplewood -- férming an arc about Newark, out of
a total population of more than 150,000, only 1,000 wefe Negroes.

In the six cities surrounding Plainfield, out of a population

of more than 75,000, only 1,500 were Negro.

Tyo.northe:n Néy-Jersey.communities, Jersey City>ana
Elizabetp, had had disturbances in 1964. The view from Jersey
Ccity is that of the New'York skyline. Except for a few im- |
poéing buildings,; such as those 6f the high-rise New Jerséy
Medical Center, much of Jersey City is.a cpllection of nonde-
script and‘deteriorating houscs, fleshed out with facfories and
cut up by‘ribbons of super-highways and railrbads;

As one of the pfincipal freight terminals for New York
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' DETRQLT

On Saturday evening, Jﬁly 22, while the Black Power
thferenqé was still in sessibn, the Detroit Police Depart-
ment raided five blind pigs: The blind pigs had had their

| .
ofigin iﬁ the days before Wor;d War II, when they hadiserved
as ériva e social clubs for affluent Negroes who, because
of discrimination, had’beeﬁ unable to gain entraﬁce to public
.night sppts. Gradually, as public facilities opened their
doors to4Negroes, the character 6f.the blind pigs had changed,
and they| had become illegal drlnklng and gambling spots.

The fifth blind pig on the llst, the United Communlty
and Civilc League at the corner of 12thAStreet and Clairmount,
had been raided twice before. Once ten persons had ﬁeen
pickgd yp; another time, 28. A Detfoit Vice Squad officer

had tried but been unable to gain entrance to the blind pig

shortly lafter ten o'clock Saturday night. When, on his
_second attempt, he was successful, it was 3:45 A.M. Sunday
morning.
. The Tactical Moblle Unit, the Police Department's
ervwd esmirol
apei—eiet squad, had been dismissed at 3:00 A.M. Since Sunday
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are heavily populated with Negro ciﬁizens. There they tend
" to view each person on the streets as a potential-criminal
or enemy,‘and all too often that attitude is reciprocated.
Indeed, hostility between the Negro communities in- our large
ciﬁies and the police departments, is the major problem in
law‘enforcement in this decade. It has been a major caﬁse
of all fecent race riots." . |

At the time of the 1943 riot, Judge'Edwards told Com-

interviewess
mission trwestigaters, there was “open warfare between the
Detroit Negroes and the Detroit Police Department.” As late
as 1961, he thought that "Detroit was the leading candidate
in the United States for a race.riot."

There was a long history of'conflict betweenAthe.police
department and citizens. Detroit's 1943 race riot, in which
34 persons died, was the bloodlest in the United States in a
span of four decades. During the labor wars of the 1930's
union members had come to view the Detroit Police Department
as a strike-breaking force.'

Judge Edwards and his successor, Commissiener Ray
Girardin, attempted to restructure the image of the departmenf.
A Citizens Complaint Bureéu vas set up t0'facilitate the filing

" of complaints by citizens against officers; but there are
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indications that in practice it worked little better than less
enlightened and more cumbersome procedures‘in other cities.

- According to enpert information provided to éhe Commis-
sion, the vefy nature of Detroit's trial board procedure tends
£o favor #he accused officer. Officers are reluctant fo

L

testify against fellow-members of the deparfment and some who

|

Lately, following the advice of attorneys with regard

have done;so in the past have found themselves ostracized.

to the rules against self-incrimination, officers have refused

even to mapke statements to Department investigators. In cer-

tain precﬁncts investigators for thg Citizens Comp;aint
Bureau have been made to feel so unwelcome'that they are
reluctany even to go to the stationhouses.

On {12th Street, with its high incidence of vice and
crime, tHe issue of police brutaiity was a recurrent theme.
A month darlier the killing of a préstitute had been deter-

mined by police investigatoré to be the work of a pimp.

According to rumors in the community the crime had been com-

mitted by a Vice Squad officer.
| .
Approximately at the same time the killing of a 27-

year old Negro Army veteran, Danny Thomas, by a gang of white

. youths, inflamed the community. Coverage by the city's major

newspapers, which played down the story in hope that tﬁe
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come out alive. I am convinced it would have turned into é
'réce riot in thé conventional sense."

Maﬁyiof the police officers were being usea to guard
key installations in other sections of the city, in_fear
that the disturbance on 12th Street might be a diversionary
‘tactic. Belle Isle, the'recreation.area in the Detroit River
that had been the scene of the 1943 fiog, was sealed off.

In an effort not to attract people to the séene, Some
broadcasters cooperated by reporting no news of‘the riot.
As a‘'result, ﬁumerous police officers had to be detailed to
protect the S0,000-spectators.that were expected-aé that
afternoon's New York Yankees-Detroit Tigers baseball game.

Early in the morning a task force'of community workers
had gone inté the area to dispel rumors and act as counter-
rioters. Such a task force had been singularly successful at
the time of the Kerchéval incident in the summer of 1966, when
scores of peopie had gatherequt the site of an érresf. Ker-

‘ , ', o
(Z.<</cheval, however, was a higher-income area, with few stores,

that also happened to have the city's most effective police-
community relations program. By the time the members of the

. task force were able to inject themselves into the situation
on 12th Street, it already had gotten out of hand. -

The movement from a serious to a.critical stage apparently
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’ : \
began when a%thteaded through the crowd. that a man

had been bayonetted by the poiicé during an attempt by
them to sweep the streets. Missiles were thrown at officers.
- By 1:00 P.M. the first of the serious fires had been set.
An hour later smoke was billgwing.upward from at least four
different locations. Fi:emen.were harrassed and pelted with
rocks.

The|Michigan State Police, who had been glerted earlier,
were requested to come to the.city's assistance. Shortly

after 3:00 P.M,.,, even as State Police were arrivipg, the riot

sprea@ from iZth Street into othef.business districts.

_Thefe.was no lack of the di;affected to help-spréad
it. Aithdugh not yet deteriorated fo the point of Newark?
~Detroit, [like Newark,Qas losing population. 1Its prosperous
middle class whites were moving to the suburbs and being
réplaqed by unskilled Negro migrants.

Between 1960 and 1967 the Negro population rose from-

just under 30 percent to an estimated 40 percent of the total.
Those who moved out were the most vigorous, re&enue~producing
bortion éf'the population, léaving behind numbers of the

- 0ld. and young, who were less productive, yet cost the city
,'more.in terms of services.

In a decade the school system had gained 50,000 to

60,000 children. Fifty-one percent of the elementary school
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plans for the improvement of the neighberhood. In order to
meet the need for recreational facilities, which the city
was not providing, they menaged to raise $3,000 to purchase
empﬁy lots.for playgrounds. Although opposed to urban
renewal they agreed to co-sponsor with the Archdiocese of

Detroit a housing project in which the block clubs would

‘have equal control.

When the riot broke out the residents, through the

block clubs, were able to organize quiekly to seal off the

area. Youngsters, agreeing to stay in the neighborhood,
participated in detouring traffic.. Even though many persons
identified with the.rioters as far as a rebellion against the
system was concerned, only two small fires -- one of them in
an empty building -- were set. There was no violenee..

Many of the Nationel Guardsmen when they arrived in

the city were tired, having traveled 200 miles on trucks

from their summer encampment. For some, the city was un-

familiar territory occgpied by an unfamiliar pecople. With-
out training in their role as auxiliary law enforcement
persoﬁnel, ﬁhe Guardsmen were unable to cope with the situa-
tion with wh1ch they were faced.

A Detr01t newspaper reporter who spent two days riding

wierviewe”
in the command jecep of one column, told a Commission -trvests-

getors of machine guns being fired acc1dentally, street lights

J .
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IX TRE RIOT PROFPILE




For an America that had become accustomed to the Negro's
acceptance, by and large, of the inferior status assigned to
him, to his passive non-violent response to acts of violence
perpetrated against him, and to his never-ending reliance on
legal redress to enjoin compliance with national laws that'in
some sections were being ignored or évaded, the revelation that
Negfoes would advocate responding to force with force was a
startling one. |

The demagoguery and braggadocio of "Rap" Brown's de-
clarations: "We built this country up, and we can burn it
down," created among whites a mood of fear and anger and a
readiness to believe that organized rebellion was throbbing in
the heart of every citf. Many young militant Negroes, conver-
sely, had become disenchanted with an evolutionary process that
appeared Eo hold little promise for them in their lifetimes.
Believing they had nothing to lose, they accepted the philosophy
that riot was a legitimate means of protest, and that the loot-
ing of white businesses and destruction of white property in
the black ghettos was, in fact, not a crimiﬁal act, but just
retribution for "exploitation."

As the summer of 1967 approached, therefore, a climate
had been created in which much of white America expected riots,

and in. which many young Negroes were willing to oblige.
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Under such circumstances even the slightest injudicious
behavipr of the police was likely to act as a triggering mech-
anism. Aimajor police action, such as the shooting of the youth
in Tampa, was, in fact, involved only infrequently. In some
instances, the role of the police tended to bé merely a supple-
mentary one.

For example:

In Cincinnati the chain of events was initiated by com-
plaints about the purported double standard of justice, and
the actual spark was struck by anger at a middle class Negro's
defense of the system;

In Atlénta the chain of events was initiated by a Negro
security guard's detenfion'of a Negro;

In Plainfield the chain of events was initiated by the
refusal of an off-duty police officer to treat a Negro-upon-
Negro assault as serious. ,

In some cities, mostly the smaller ones, both the resi-
dents and the police became so convinced that a riot was about
to take place that this very expectation, like the buildup of
opposing armiés along a hostile border, tended to lead to a
clash.

The riots that have taken place in the United States

over the course of the past several summers, may be traced
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through six identifiable stages. These are:

(1) Embryonic

(2) oOut of Control

(3) Community Involvement

(4) Massive Response

(5) Breakdown of the Social 6rder

(6) Control

The vast majority of the riot situations never reached
the third stage. 1In oniy three cities, Los Anéeles, Newark
and Detroit, did a riot pass through all six stages.

l. Embryonic The focal point for the commencement of

every riot has been a high density area. In the majority of
cases this has been at or in the vicinity of a housing project.
Where a housing project has not been involved the location has
been some other centralized one where a large number of people
could gatherAquickly.

In Atlanta it was a shopping center surrounded by over-
crowded apértment buildings.

In Detroit -- as in Grand Rapids -- it was a main busi-
ness thoroughfare, noted for the prevalence of vice, from
which overcrowded apartment houses and residences were set
back on both sides, and which, even under hormal circumstances,

is filled with numerous people.

-110-



The focal afea, therefore, has al ways been a natural
gathering place. And whereas the specific incident involving
the police has often been of a Secondary nature in precipita-
ting the riot, the presence and actions of the police have
contributed significantly to attracting the large number of
people from which a pool of rioters éould develop.

While people are, naturally, drawn tp any scene of ex-
citement, the ennui and dreariness of the ghetto tend to
multiply the drawing poﬁer of an event interrupting the routine.
One of the great problems of fire departments in ghetto areas
is the numerous small grass and garbage fires set, and false
alarms turned in by kids for no other purpose than to see fire
engines roll down the street.

In almost every case it may be found that, as a result
of the weather, more people than usual were in the streets. In
17 cities examined, the average temperature on the day the pre-
cipitating incident took place was 87 degrees, 6 degrees above |
normal for that date.

The longer the police remained in the area and the more
flamboyantly they, or the fire deparﬁment did so -- with sirens
turned on and flashing red lights -- the more they served as a
magnet for people. |

In Los Angeles, since the Watts riot, it has become

standard procedure for the police and firemen to move in and
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out quickly and silently, without the use of sirens, when a
potential riot condition exists.

Once numbers of residents have gathered, the assembly
takes on the air of a neighborhood meeting. As descriptions
of the police action on the scene are passed from mouth to
mouth they become magnified and distorted. Other actions of
the.police in the past which, as a result of the inadequacy in
police procedure for handling grievances, have never been re-
solved and have thus been left festering in the minds of the
people, are brought up. Soon the current ‘incident ié inextri-
cably interwoven with those of the past.

Information is exchanged regarding the practices of
merchants and landlords, ahd the injustices and indignities,
both real and fancied, suffered by the people. At this juncture
the gathering may be regarded as a massive gripe session, lack-
ing an outlet for the expression of the gripes.

If a'significant official, such as the mayor, to whom
the gripes may be direéted, arrives on the scene, violence may
usually, for the moment, be averted. If no such figure arrives,
but some kind of indigenous leadership emerges from the assembly,
a meeting with municipal authorities is usually sought.

The most significant exception to this process occurred

in Detroit, where the action of rioters leapfrogged, almost
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coﬁpletely, the.initial stage.

»The reaction of the police at this point is crucial.
The reflex reaction is to disperse a crowd, especially if it
is an obviously hostile crowd, from the fringes of which
occasional rocks are thrown. The standard concept of law
enforcement is to break up an illegai demonstration or march.
Thefe has been a failure to recognize that such tactics are
not applicable to ghetto gatherings.

In the traditional demonstration or march, diverse
people from diverse areas unite to protest against one speci-
fic object or one specific policy. When such a march is
broken up, thé physical unity of the group tends to be dissol-
ved. As people are scattered they return to the diverse areas
and pursuits which are their norm.

The dynamics of Ehe ghet to gathering are entirely dif-
ferent. Since such gatherings tend to be political meetings
of the most primeval, grass-roots nature, to disperse them is
to disperse frustrations that have not had an opportunity for
release. Since the people are native to thé area in which
they are gathering, to disperse them is the opposite of useful.
When police in one city shouted to demonstrators: "Go home!"
the retort was: "We are home, you go home."

The folly of police action in breaking up such
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incipient politicél meetings was most dramatically demonstra-
ted in Plainfield and Newark, where police directly inhibited
the political process, and immediateiy thereafter witnessed
.the commencement of widespread.violence.

In fact, every effort should be made to contain the
protest within the bounds of political expression. Although
at loggerheads with her police department, the Mayor of New
Brunswick, New Jersey, was vindicated in her use of political
means to solve the crisis.

The key words in the lexicon of riot prevention during
the embryonic stage should be: "Isolatevand'contain."

Police must be able to act swiftly enough and in large
enough force to seal off the area in which the crowd has
gathered, and to prevent it, as much as possible, from scat-
tering into business streets where longstanding grievances
against commercial practicés are likely to be transformed into
the physical acts of window-smashing, looting and firebombing.

Simultaneously; since aggressive action by the police
will almést surely aggravate the anger and resentment of the
Negro crowds, the police should make every effort to avoid

playing the role of agents provocateur.

In Los Angéles in 1965, for example, the actions of two

Highway Patrol officers in dragging a young girl whom they
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believed, erroneoﬁsly, had spit on them, out into the middle
of the street, transformed a potentially dangerous situation
into a critically explosive one.

2. Out of éontrol; If a crowd is frustrated by

(1) Theufailure of munipipai government to ﬁake meaningful

‘response or (2) the actions of the éolice, they will amost
surely move into the second stage, conéis£ing of intensified
rock-throwing and window-smasﬁing,.f§llowed.by.lodting and.
bﬁrning_ This is the cémmencement of the riot propér.'

As far as has been determined, the initial participants
iq this activity consist almost totally of male teenagers and
young adults, few of whom are over the age of 25. There is
 some evidence that ihitialvattacks tend to be discriminateAand
made- against those stores and businesses whose proprietors
have incurred the most resenﬁment of the residents.

It is at this juncture tha£ the police have the last
opportunity to control the situation. If they are unable, be-
cause af a lack of sufficient manpower, either to make arrests
or to cofdon off the area, riot activitylwill, most likely,
spread to other aréas of fhe Negro ghetto.

'There is evidence, although at this moment not con-

clusive, that in some cities criminal elements have begun to

take advantage of the situation to systematically rob stores.
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The most devastating reaction occurs when police remain
visible, but, because of the fewness of their number amidst
a vast mass of rioters, appear to have been rendered impotent.

In Cincinnati, although the disturbance spread, in no
case were law enforcement officers outnumbered to the extent
that they were not able to react and, as a result, although
there were isolated actions in various portions of the city,
they were easily controllable.

In Tampa, where police were caught unprepared, they
remained out of the area entirely until they were able to move
in sufficient force to control the situation. Whereas this
resulted in considerable destruction at one locale -- and in
terms of scope of the area and numbers of the people cannot
be equated with such cities as Detroit and Los Angeles -- it
did effectively prevent the creation of the psychological image

of a police force that has: been overwhelmed.

3. Community Involvement Once it becomes apparent
that arrests are not Seing made, spectators and bystanders,
young and old, begin to join in the 1ooting; As people see
neighbors with goods in their hands walking about freely under
the eyes of the police, and some of the stores from which these
goods have come going up in flames, there is a rationalization
that what is going to burn anyway might as well be made use of.

The stigma of theft is removed and the "carnival atmosphere"

-116-



that numerous witnesses héve spoken of sets in. At this
stagé'of a riot hopes of containment must be abandoned, and
all force possible marshaled to restore law and.order.

It was the swift movement of the riot from Stage 1 to
3 and the failure of the authorities to recognize the fact
that contributed to making the Detroit riot the most destruc-
ti&e. As rioters and looters were roaming ﬁnmolested up and
down 12th Street and sg;eading out to other sections of.the
city, counter-riot teams of community workers were still moving
through the neighborhoods, trying to dampen rumors and asking

people to cool it.

This was activity appropriate and effective for the
first stage of a riot, not the third. -Simultaneously municipal
authorities were continuing to proceed with a plan of operafions
that had been effective in the Kercheval incident the year be-
fore, when only a small number of persons within a limited area
had been involved;

‘The fact that the Detroit riot reached, within a time
of two to three hours, the stage that it had taken the Los
Ahgeles riot, two years before, 36 hours to arrive at, points
up the necessity for municipal authorities to increase the

speed and effectiveness of their response.
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"logically, would be the target of.such snipers, escaped vir-
tually unscathed.

- 5. Breakdown of the Social Order As the atmosphere

of fear and chaos continued, some of the safeguards that so-
éiety has constructed to insure the maintenance of order, and
ﬁo make every person accountable for his actions, began to
show signs of cracking. Arrests Qere made if a person was seen
.carrying a bag of groceries or had a suitcase of clothes in
his car. People swept up en masse in the streets disappeared
for days into detention facilities.
In Newark some police officers, adopting the behavior
of rioters whom they had been arresting, engaged in the destruc-
tion of prqperty. In Detroit, a police officer with an excel-
lent record committed at least two criminal acts. In a motel,
several officers, in théir determination to interrogate sus-
peéts, began playing "aigame," and before the game was ended,
three persons had beep shot to death.
Law enforcement officers began to act upon wild tips
-- as in the case of the Muslim Mosque shooting in Los Angeles
or the sniping reported from the house on "L" Street in
Detroit -- as if they came from the most reliable of sources.
Media of mass communications reported rumors and on-

the-spot items without checking on them, and by the very nature
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of their being broadcast, they tended to assume the authority

of fact.

6. Control As the successful implementation of cur-

fews by large numbers of law enforcement personnel successfully
cleared the streets of affected cities, and fire discipline was
restored to troops and police, the number of incidents repor-
ted rapidly diminished. 1In no case did the withdrawal of

troops lead to a resumption of riotous activity.
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS

Located as they have been, at the bottom of the ladder,
Negroes have been the last to benefit fromt he revolutionary
technological and economic changes that have altered America's
social structure in the past 50 years. At a time wher 75
percent of America's high school graduates are going on to
college, in many ghetto schools 50 percent or more of the
pupils are dropping out. Until 1954 the southern schools the
Negro had attended had been forced to operate on a fraction
of the budget of the white schools. Teachers with inferior
educations, working in inferior facilities, had produced in-
ferior-educated pupils. As these pupils flocked and continue
to flock to urban areas in one of the great migrations of
history, they have been unable to compete. As their sons and
daughters enter big city schools these schools, geared largely
to the education of middle class children, began to have dif-
ficulty coping with the new arrivals.

The American educational system, a major factor in the
growth of American affluence, began to show signs of cracking
under the stress. The average Neqro youngster in the 12th
grade is performing at a 9th grade level.

The animosity of many American labor unions towards the
Negro, an outgrowth of battles between unions and management
in which Negroes were frequently used as strike-breakers,
aggravated the Black man's problems in job training and em-

ployment.
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Traditionally cities have been able to absorb an
influx of uﬁderskilled and undereducated people, bhecause
the cities themselves were still expanding, and bec&use the
nation was in an earlier stage of industrial development, in
which an amplitude of low-skilled jbbs were available.

A generation ago an upwardly mobile family, when it
moved, tended to move from one section of the city to another.
Today the move is most often from the city to the suburbs.
The most vigorous, revenue-producing portion of the popula-
tion is, therefore, ldst.

As Negroes moved into the cities to begin occupying
the deteriorated and dilapidated housing that other groups
reaching affluence were moving out of, the cycle in which
families of migrants were entrapped began to transfer itself
to the cities. .

Mlgrants ————> Low Employment —» Low Revenue —
Low Income High Crime

Greater Demand for Municipal Services ——> Inéfeééé in Tax Rates -
Deterioration of Tax Base

Acceleration of Middle Class Flight ——-—» Replacement by Migrants

In this process, such cities as Newark and Detroit have
lost their viability. Schools and services deteriorated. Such
programs as urban renewal -- which have failed to take into
account that, although slums may be razed, one cannot raze the
people that inhabit them -- have frequently created more pro-
blems than they solved.

As the complaints of citizens, more and more of whom
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were black; increased proportionately with the city's
inability to meet such complaints constructively, anger
and frustration mounted on both sides. Since muniéipal
officials and the purveyors of municipal services are
mostly white, and the complainants mostly black, the agony

of the city began to take on the antagonisms of race.

THE POLITICAL PERSPECTIVE

As cities are, literally, contracting upon themselves,
the black core within them is expanding rapidly. Whether by
design, such as a changing from a district to an at-large
system of elections, or by accident, this growing concentra-
tion of black people has been largely disenfranchised. A
check of 17 Eastern, Southern and Midwestern cities that were
involved in disturbances during the summer of 1967, and which
have Negro populations ranging from 9 percent to 52 percent,
revealed them to have a total of 16 Negrd councilmen (the
total number of councilmen in each city ranged from 5 to 30),
16 members of the boards of education (in school systems that
were as much as 76 percent Negro), and, with the notable ex-
ception of Detroit, virtually no Negroes in key appointive
positions.

Not only, therefore, was the normal evolutionary pro-
cess of minorities gradually being fused into government, and
learning the disciplines and responsibilities thereof, being

frustrated, but the ghetto populations had no one on whom they
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could apply political pressure -- threatening his defeat
-in the next election if he failed to be fesponsive;

That in present circumstances muniéipal officials
have been largely unrespaonsive, has been amploy documented
by Commission investigators. In one relatively small city,
for example, the mayor, who had been in office more than a
decade, averred himself to be "shocked by conditions" when
he visited the Negro ghetto. The inability of the Newark
government to visualize or adjust td the changing realities
was a major contributing factor to the tensions in that city.
The problem is aggravated by the fact that not only are the
most restless and most militant Negroes primarily young, so
that they have had little opportunity to participate in the
political process, but many of them have no conception of
how that process works.

A youth in Plainfield, in the belief that this was
standard proéedure, complained‘that:' "The Negroes had only
recently 1earned that the Council had not even forw: rded
the list of grievances to the Federal Government in Washing-
ton."

Under such circumstances the question, "Where are the
Negro leaders?" asked oftentimes during the riots, takes on
almost comic connotation. In fact, the middle class Negro
whom whites have tended to identify as the Negro leader is,
to the Negro masses, no more acceptable as a spokesman than
the president of General Motors would be to the United Auto

Workers.
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By their reaction to violencz municipal authorities
have, in fact, reinforced the impression that the militants
are right: that petitions may be ignored, but the use of
power cannot. In Los Angeles following the riot it was dis-
covered that with the expenditure of some effort more than
10,000 jobs could be made available to ghetto residents. 1In
Atlanta, grievances that had gcne ﬁnanswered for months
suddenly were responded to with alacrity. In Detroit mili-
tants were, for the first time, included in the city's plan-
ning. Everywhere the persons who suffered the greatest loss
of prestige were the Negroes who had counseled moderation.
Moderation had been responded to with platitudes; militancy
with reéults.

The very gains that the middle-class Negro has made
during the past fifteen years has served to alienate the
black masses from him. For these masses the civil rights
drive appeared to be largely an alliance between liberal
whites and the middle class Negro, its achievements bene-
fitting the middle class.

For a man, wondering whether he had enough money to
buy the next meal for his family, the question of whether or
no he could eat in an expensive wvhite restaurant was academic.
Traveling for a few hours on a segregated bus might be tol-
erable, but living under a white thumb in a decrepit shack

was intolerable.‘
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was more than a 30 percent shift in population between 1960
.and 1967. |

Under such circumstances the police; as the most
visible and authoritarian sign of white power, become a
crucial -factor. No matter with what good intentions, few,
if any, of the major cities appear to have solved the pro-
blem. |

Although, beginning in 1961, major efforts were made
in Detroit to establish better police-community relations,
Commission investigators were told that the process never
reached the grass roots level} that practical difficulties
prevented the patrolman in the squad car from sitting down
acr@ss the table from the youth who was likely to throw rocks.

In one city where officers were compelled to attend a |
community relations course, it was referred to by them as
"Nigger loving school."” 1In another city that had, presumably,
instituted a comprehensive community relations program, the
Director of Police told Commission investigatofs that he did
not see "much basis whatsoever to the various complaints of
Negro groups as to their social and economic conditions."
. A captain called the program “a crock." Another captain de-
clared that there was no doubt in his mind that "many of my
men say 'you black fuck'." However, he added that he did not
consider £hat this constituted abusive languagc because, in
the vernacular of the community, the word "mother-fucker" is

regarded as "hello."
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In another city the Chief of Peclice told Commission in-
vestigators that "the maﬁority of officers approach the Negro
family with the same courtesy as a white family." The Deputy
Chief, directly contradicted him, declaring that you have to
use a "double standard" in dealing with Negroes. He explained
that: "When you go into their homes,.for example, you have to

aajust to the situation," that "you cannct use the polite lan-
guage that you wéuld use in a white middle class home. You
have to ﬁake é.show of force, otherwise you would not be under-
stood," because "politeness is construed as weakness."

Consequently, the police héve neither the image nor the
support in the Negro community that they do in the white. Be-
cause of the high Negro crime rate the law enforcement officer
tends to view every black person as é suspect. Yet the over-
whelming majority of victims of Negro crimes are Negroes ~-- in
one Detroit precinct, where 78 percent of identified assault
offenders were Negroes, 76 percent of the victims were Negroes
and the complainfs of the victims is that the police fail to
respond expeditioﬁsly; and when they do arrivq, are apt to regard
the crime not as seriously as a similar offense cémmitted in a
white area. As a result the police tend to be looked upon mcre
és a force of occupation than a keeper of law and order.

As greater and greater areas of a city become inhabited
by Negroes, precinct stations become bastions, the primary
allegiance of whose defenders is not to the citizens, but to

each other. Problems of police recruiting become critical.
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Whites are reluctant to enter a profession in which the
expectation is one of daily stress and antagonism.
Negroes are reluctant to enter a profession, the community
view of which is negative, and in which Negrd officers tra-
ditionally have been isolated.

It is the police, therefore, who, as a constant

irritant, are most likely to inflame the Negro community.
AVAILAPILITY OF OPTIONS

The recourse to violence, whether by the action of
an individual, the institutionalized process of a nation's
engagement in war, or the haphazard eruption into riot by a
mob, traditionally tends to come as a last resort, when
other options have been exhausted.

For example: For the poverty-stricken individual in
a rural area the option remains to mbve to the city. For
the resident of a small city the option remains to move to
a larger city. For the people living in an area that overtly
practices discrimination, the option remains to move to an
area which, purportedly, does not. For the inhabitants of a
city whose government is unresponsive, the option remains to
elect a government that will be more responsive.

If, then, this new government proves unwilling or un-
able to materially improve the conditions of the people, the
availability of nonviolent options has been exhausted.

In the three cities with major riots: Los Angeles,
Newark and Detroit, Negroes had voted overwhelmingly for a

"liberal aédministration” which they expected to produce
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change. When this expectation proved unfulfilled, the
probability of a riot became great.
In Los Angeles and Newark the explosion came.five

years after the election; in Detroit, six.
RUMORS AND SNIPERS

-~ As a result of the riot climate that had been

created, much of the nation's press was ready to seize
upon any disturbance and describe it as a "riot." Acts of
~violence and destruction committed by rioters, amplified
in some cities by the massive and inappropriate response of
National Guardsmen and law enforcement officers, was then
further exaggerated by reporters and headline writers, un-
til the population of the United States could believe itself,
reasonahly, to be faced with a state of civil insurrection in
.which organized guerilla bands were roaming city streets.

Rumors proliferated and sometimes had their origins
in the most unexpected places. 1In Grand Rapids, two carloads
~of vacationing families were reported to be guerilla rein-
forcements rushing to the city. In Tampa, a Trailways bus
loaded with Negroes was viewed in the same light, 1In Lcs‘
Angeles, postal employees, arriving for a convention, were
reported to be'"hordes of Black Mﬁslims." In Detroit a
person with a bow and arrow was reported as a "sniper."

The sheriff of one community in New Jerscy related to
Commission investigators "A trick," which, he felt, "helped

calm things down some." The Sheriff said that he had gotten



123

hold of one of his people in New York City and asked him to

call one of the militant Negroes in . FHe said

he asked this caller to say that that night there was going
to be a showdown between people from New York City and the
o police department, that he was bringing a lot of
Negroes with guns over from Harlem, and that they were going
to shoot it out with the police cdepartment and it
didn't make any difference who or how many people got killed.
The Sheriff said that the man who had been called went im-
mediately to the police department and that he also
spread the word that people should keep off the streets that
~night because there was going to be serious trouble from out-
siders. The Sheriff believes that this "trick" had resulted
in the cuietest night of the whole week.

Although the devastating effect of rumors during war-
time has been amply documented, there has Eeen a failure to
" recognize that the spread of rumors could be even more injur-
ious during a period of potential civil disturbance. Repor-
ters unfamiliar with and inexperienced in the coverage of
riots often accepted as fact second and third-hand accounts
and expressions of opinion. Any person injured by gunfire
from an unknown source, was shot by a "sniper." Officials
played statistical games which turned bad situations into
seemingly catastrophic ones. Impressive figures on riot in-
juries were compiled by such cevices as listing poison ivy
as a "riot-connected" injury.

One city's fire departmeﬁt listed 82 injuries, in-

cluding such as "Fell cn hand, injuring right little finger,"
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"Pain in bhack, feil over‘ana couldn't straighten up," and,
"Fell off apparatus which moved." Only two 6f the men were
injured by missiles and none by sniper fire, yet thé over-
riding impression created was that many of them had been hurt
as a result of direct acts against them by the populace.

A répresentative sample of the repertorial distortions:

TAMPA, Fla.,'June 13 (AP) -- Rampaging Negroes burned
and looted Tampa's sprawling slums Monday for the second nighf,..
battling with about 1,000 heavily-arméd police and National
Guardsmen." . . . .

"Police repeatedly were pinned down by shipers through-
out the night and.early morning hours. A cruiser reported at
2:00 A.M, it was receiving sniper fife from two sides."

The fact: In Tampa on the;sécond night there was only
scattered, light action. |

"CINCINNATI, Ohio, June lﬁ_(AP) -- National Guardsmgn.——
bayonets and machine guns reqdy ~-- reinforced police today after
"huge bands of marauders" had scattered racial violence, fire,.
lootiné and vandalism in Cincinnati." '

The fact: The trouble was confined to individual car-
loads of youths riding about here and there in various sections
of the city.

"ATLANTA, june 20 (UPI) ~- One man was killed ahd fhree
persons were wounded tonight in gun battles between Negroes and
police as violence broke out for'the second night."

The fact: There was no gunfire by Negroes.

The Detroit News on Saturday, July 15, repcrted from Mewark:

"Negro rioters in hit-and-run guerilla-type éttacks, spread

racial violence to four nearby towns todav while sninere chantin~
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from ambush positions fought séveral gun bhattles with National
Guardsmen and police." . . . "Negro youths in the riot sector
told newshen that Black Muslims took part in the violence and
they mix lye with molasses -- and 'when they throw it at the
cops, it sticks.'"

The Fact: There were no sgch hit-and-run guerilla-type
attacks; there were no gun bhattles from ambush; and there was
no molasses thrown at the police.

On July 26th the Detroit News reported:

~ "Three unidentified Negro youths were killed in a gun-

fight behind the Algiers Motel, Woodward and Virginia Park.

"The bodies were found on the ground floor of the Algiers
Manor, a three—story annex to the motel.

"Police and Guardsmen were called to the scene about mid-
night when sniping bééan from the Manor.

"Homicide Detective Edward Hayes said shots were coming
from the roof and windows on all floors.

"Police and Guardsmen were vinned down for several minutes
before the'firiné.stopped.“

The fact: There is no evidence that anyon¢ fired out of
the motel. Two of thevyouths were shotgunned down by police, and
the death of the third ié still being investigated. Murder charges

have been filed against one officer.

Oon July 24th The Detroit News reported from Englewood, New
Jersey:
"Police and Negro snipers exchanged heavy gunfire last

night and early today as racial violence hit this New York



126

City suburb fér the fourth straight night.

"Snipers set up a three-way crossfire at William
and Jay Streets in the heart of the Fourth Ward Negro
ghetta, and pinned down 100 policemen, four reporters and
a photographer for more than an hour."

The fact: Kids set off a number of firecrackers.

The lead story in the July 27th edition of the

Philadelphia Inquirer read as follows:

"DETROIT, July 27 (Thursday) -- Two Natiénal Guard
tanks ripped a sniper's haven witﬁ machine guns Wednesday
night and flushed out three shaggy-haired white youths.
Shipers attacked a guard command post and Detroit's racial
riot set a modern record for bloodshed. The death toll
soared to 36, topping the Watts bloodbkaths of 1965 in which
35 died and making Detroit's insurrection the most deadly
racial riot in modern U. S. history.” . . . .

"In the attack on the snipér's nest, the Guardsmen
poured hundreds of rounds of .50 caliber machine gqun fire
into the home, which.authorities said housed arms and ammu-
nition used by West Side sniper squads.

"Guardsmen recovered guns and ammunition. A repofter
with the troopers, said the house, a neat brick home in a
neighborhcod of $20,000 to $50,000 homes, was torn apart by
the machine gun and rifle fire.

"Sniper fire crackled from the home as the Guard unit
approached. If was one of the first verified reports of

sniping by whites." . . . .
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"A pile of loot taken from riot-ruined stores was
recovered from the sniper's‘haven, located ten blocks
.from the heart of the 200-square block riot zone.

"Guardsmen said tﬁe house had been identified as a
storehouse of arms and ammunition for snipers. " 1Its arsenal
was regarded as an indication that the sniping -~ or at
least some of it -- was organized."”

The fact: Except for the National Guard's attack
upon the house, the entire story is a fiction. There was
no crackling sniper fire, no'pile of loot, and, except for
one old .22 caliher rifle, no storehouse of arms and ammu-
nition. The circumstances surrounding the attack upon the
house have been described élsewhere.

-The overall effect of day after day cf such repérts
béneath glaring banner headliﬁes: "GUARD RIDDLES SNIPER'S
HAVEN IN DETROIT," "“TANKS MOVE INTO DETROIT'S 'ALL-OUT VAR'
AFTER LETHAL SNIPERS ROUT GUARD, POLICE," "MORE RACIAL
TERROR," and, "GUERILLA VAR RIPS 12th," was devastating.

Although, in three cities in which a total of 100
deaths occurred there has yet to be one verified sniper,*
apparitions of snipers  were everywhere. A Detroit news-
paper reporter wrote that: "A rifleman gave me a short

course in sniper warfare in city streets.

* Three persons are awaiting trial on sniping charges in Detroit.



128

"'Watch for houses with one screen off a window on
'the second floor,' he said matter-of-factly. 'And keep
your eye peeled for second flqors where one window has the
shade down and the other is open a crack.'

“!'Can you spot them by muzzle blasts when they fire?'"
I asked.

"!No, not any more,' he said. 'They've gotten smart.
They open the window a little, move way back in‘the room and
then fire.'

"!'They can snipe away for hours and you can't see them.
We were even taking fire from burning buildings last night.'"

European newspapers began calling American cities

"Riotsville, U.S.A." The Cormunist Press reveled in the

violence, and exploited it to the hilt.
CONSPIRACY AND ORGANIZATION

‘The Commission is conducting a ccntinuing and exten-
sive investigation into the questicn of organization in the
riots. To date no evidence of a conspiracy has been found.
Empirical tests tend to indicate the unlikelihood of such a
conspiracy. |

Riots did not take place concurrently in major cities
so as to create the greatest possible strain on law enforce-
ment agencies. In most communities the issues were local, and
in many of them militant Negroes attempted tc bring about a

solution of the problems by political means.
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Conspirators, if they existed; were utterly inept.
jIn Cambridge, Maryland, they scheduled Rap Browvn's Qisit
for the same night that the local unit of the National Guard
held its weekly drill. Nowhere were industrial installa-
tions attacked, even~thoﬁgh in Los Angeles manufécturing
plants -- including one producing napalm -- worth hundreds
of millions of dollars, were left unguarded. In Newark the
Telephone Exchange controlling an entire section of the
Eastern Seaboard was lefé untouched.

From Los Angeles to Plainfield fire chiefs reported
that if iiclotov cocktails had not been made in the most
amateurish faéhion their effect would have been far greater.

On a number of occasions black militants complained,
both to newspaper reporters and Commission investigators,
that they had been caught unprepared by the riots and there-
fore had not been able to exploit them.

The evidence is overwhelming that there were no
"outside agitators" in any of the cities. 1In oné community
an official described a young Negro militant as "an outside
agitator," only to discover that he had lived in the city all

of his life. |

In fact, rioters have concentrated almost exclusively
on vandalizing and destroying businesses degling in consumer
goods that were useful, negotiable and could be transported
easily. Highly flammable installations, such as gasoline
stations, which would be a logical target if massive destruc-
tion were the principal intent, have escaped virtually un-

scathed.
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Before the summer of 1967 H. Rap Brown and Stokely
Carmichael set the trap. Their intent was to convince
Negroes that only by unitirng and separating themselves from
the white community could they escape the genocide heing.
planned for them. It was their contention that America
would never willingly grant equality to Negroes, kut that
the response would be one of violence.

Hence, the greater the violence that was reported,
the more grist was manufactured for their mill., They in-
terpreted the reports of scores of snipers as evidence that
the black man was uniting and had reached the stage of
guerilla warfare. The reaction of authorities with massive
force was, for them, proof-that the campaign of genocide
ﬂad gone into effect.

Everywhere that Commission investigators went they
were told by white and black, high and low, that the riots
had polarized the community. Everywhere middle class Negroecs
began identifying with the rioters. Everywhere the feeling
was beéomihg prevalent among Negroes that all other options
had been used hp, and that now militancy was the only possible
recourse.

A Negro businessman in Detroit expressed himself in
sympathy with the rioters, even though two of his stores had
been sacked.

A Negro police officer in Atlanta said he believed
riots werce a good thing because they appeared to be the only
way to shake whites out of their apathy and call attention to

the problem.



131

Questioned about his reactions, an arrestee in
Detroit whb, after reing swept up on the streets, épent days
in a fetid, improvised jail subjected to the verbal and
physical abuse of officers said: " (Before the riot) I was
really a passive person -- hard-working -- trying to reach
this goal, trying to get that degree. That's what I wanted.
And I wasn't messing with nobody. I didn't break no laws
or nothing -- went along to people. I got too much resent-
ment inside me, or bitterness now to let it (his treatment
during the riot) happen again -- to let somebody say to me,

'You have to do this.'

“If there was another riot, you know what I think
I'd do? I think I'd blow up police stations. I'd go killing
this time. Oh, I'd go killing . . . . I'd kill. That's what
I'd do. Man, I ain't against all white folks, man, but they
don't stand by and let that happen. Yeah, that's what I'd
do first -- I'd set more bombs and booby traps in the world.
Kill them, just like that. 1I'd do it. Personally I hope
there's not another riot. Because this time it's gonna go
farther than it was -- it's going to spread. It's going to
cause a lot of destruction —-.everywhere."

As disillusion has spfead among the Negroes, the
philosophy cf the extremists has gained more credence. Par-

tially as a result cf the Black Power Conference in Newark,
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there is growing communication between Elack Power adherence
all over the nation. There appears, concomitantly, to be a
growing unity. It would be unwise to believe that this unity
may not be translated into action if the events of the summer
of 1967 are repeated.

A former railroad engineer who has become a leader of
the militants in Newark, and, following the riot, visited
Czechoslovakia, told Commission investigators recently:

"I will make any kind of a commitment even with the
devil himself if it means bringing about meaningful change
for Black people. For Black people to enter the mainstream
of American life, be it Communist, Socialist or whatever.

The supposedly democratic process and the American way of
life has not proven to mc and to other Black people that it
can deal effectively with the changes necessary to bring about

conditions favorable to Black people."



January 9, 1968

MEMO FOR ROBERT CONOT
From Research (Moss)ﬁkAAWL.

Subject Comments on Chapéer 1 of Draft Report (TABS 2-10)

Note: The foldowing comments are concerned mainly with
factual material, not style or presentation (which I think
is excellent).

TAB PAGE

3 2 line 1; Tampa police force has 511 men (TAB 21,App.A)

3 8 line 3; "Six out of every ten..." This para. is all
1960 data.
3 8 1line 18; strike "youth" from end of smntence. Next

sentence should read "Fifty-five percent of the Negro

men in Tampa, and 79 percent of Negro women were

working in unskilled Bobs." (1960 data)
4 10 1line 15; Cong. Relations office survey identified
68 injuries.
5 3 paras 2 and 3 conta;n\1960 data; should.be written
- in pést tanse. | |
6 2 1line 5;"for the past gg yeafs...J
line 8; "Between 1966-apd 1967 the &) city lost a
net total_of.more thanr70,000 white residents."”

line 13; Ih seven years the city switchéd from 65

percent white to just over 50 percent Negro and


https://should.be

™2 PAGE
10 percent éeurto Rican and Cuban."
6 5 1line7; "land area of 24 square miles"
6 5 footnote; I haven't checked the numbers, but
believe the wording is in erroz. Shouldn't is
read: "The actual tax rate is.$7.76 per 3 100 of
Assessed value. A gﬁideline of 85.27 percent of
market value is used in assessing, reducing the
true tax rate to $6.617 per $100 of market value."
6& 6 Dbottom line; it wéuld be more meaningZul to compare
the school enrollment (1967) with a specific year,
€.9., 1957, than with the (undefined) "1950%s".
6 7 par 2; this para. mixes 1960, and 1967 data; 1960
data should be qualified in some way to refleast this.
6 10 line 10; the 20,000 teenagers ére the totayhr.
High enrollment in Newark; some £J if not many
bhese kids will have summer jobs, be off to fresh
air camp, or have something to do. The sentence
should be qualified; as it stands in context, it
implies that thlere are 20,000 »r=mp?~-~1 kids in

town.
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e

&2 17 1line 13; pxoper spelling is James Threatt.

24 1line 15; should read:"New Jersey National Guarg"

bottom pg; I'm not sure ithere this came from; our

latest estimate for Jersey City (0.E.O.,1966)shows
only about a 10 percent increase in the Negro populatior

to about 15 percent of total population in the city.

line9; 1960 data: should qualify this.

top para; I believe the issue was complicated by the

fact that the Republican city council appointed a

Republican white woman to £ill the_seat of the

transferred Negro Democtat. (Better double check mg
on this one.)
interesting tidbit dept: you might want to add the
following: "A University of Michigan study of
hypertension
sg@eas&onnke ranked some 382 census tracts in Detroit
by 'stress level'. The highest stress Negro track
in the city was identified as tract 187,'&& (the
track immediately adjacent to the blind pig at'

12th and clairemoung." (Pers. communication from

Prof. E. Harburg, U. fof Michigan)

TAB PAGE
6

6

7 4

7 5

g8 3

10 6
10 16

line 18; should read:"Because of a lack of funds, the
department is one of the smallest in the nation on a

perdapita basis?



TAB PABE
10 20 bottom of page; should read:"a 23-year-old white

WOMaN e « o

100 44-45 This accounts only for 38 certain/ 42 probable
deaths. What about number 43? Should anything
be said here about rumors that are still prevalent

in Detroit that "hundreds were killed but their deaths -

were nevez reported"?
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

" CPR) 01-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

Robert Conot DATE: January 11, 1968

Roger Waldman
New Brunswick Profile

In preparing for possible depositions, I ran across the following
possible discrepancies in the New Brunswick profile.

1. The profile says small groups of teenagers began breaking
windows and that then a crowd gathered. Amos' interview indicates
that a crowd of 200 or 300 teenagers gathered at 10:00 p.m. and
walked down the street breaking windows. The Seawri-“* and Young
People interviews give the same version. Lt. Brokaw _._nteally
confirmed this by stating that all groups converged at 9:00 and
that window breaking began at 10:00. Per contra, Chief Petrone
states that between 9:00 and 9:30 reports began to come in that
windows were being broken and that groups of 15 to 20 were gathering
on street corners. The FBI report speaks of groups of 50 to 60 teen:
breaking windows, but places them in time between 11:00 and 12:: ,

2., The profile says that all persons picked up on the first
night were released on their own recognizance or low bail. The
source of this (via the FRR) is the "New Brunswick Story," which
does not mention the size of bail. The public defender stated that
the bail for one man was $5,000, and that all others were released
on ROR,

3. The profile states that the Mayor, the City Commissioners
and Negro youths drew up a st ‘:ment attacking segregatiom, discrimi-

nation, etc., The source of this fact (via the FRR), the "New Brunswick

Story," says that the youth drew up the statement and presented it to
the Mayor and the Commissioners.

4, The profile states that on the second night the police
twice wanted to disperse the crowd. There is no evidence of this
in the record. The first confrontation appears to have been a show
of force by the police, and the only evidence is that the chief did
not want to pull the police back. As for the second confrontation,
that at the police station, there is no indication in the interviews
or the FRR that the police wanted to disperse the crowd or that they
were overruled by the Mayor. The only disagreement mentioned is that
with respect to admission of the crowd to the jail.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

rs
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MAY 988 EOITION
GSA PPMR (4 cPm) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : Mr. David Chambers DATE:  January 18, 1968
FROM Ro!;tééﬁ{dman
SUBJECT: Newark Profile

I saw your memorandum to Bob Conot relaying Bill Smith's
feeling that the Newark profile was biased.

Having examined the 275 aff .avits made available to
us by the Newark Legal Services Project, and having been part
of the Newark field team, I think I am in a position to say
that the Conot profile was very restrained., If anything, the
profile has a pro-police bias.

I would suggest that rather than water down the profile,
the affidavits be made available to Smith.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL ™ 0. 10
MAY 10 ED
GSA PPMR (81 CPR) w01-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

Robert Conot DATE: January 11, 1968

Roger Waldma

Englewood Profiles

Following are my comments on the Englewood Profile.

1. The profile lists the first incident as the pelting of
a fire e ‘ne. The transcript (p. 4), and a newspaper recap
written on Uctober 24 indicate that the first incident was the
throwing of a rock through Foti's window.

2. The profile indicates that the response of the youths to
the arrival of the police was the throwing of rocks through windows,
windows selected at random. The transcript (pp. 4§8) indicates that
t! primary initial target was the police (The sitrep indicates
eight officers were injured and six police cars d .ged). The windows
you refer to are on Palisades Avenue, two blocks from : e initial
incident, and thus probably were broken after or possibly at the same
t : as the initial barrage.

3. profile states that the police ''quickly contained the
disturbance." The inference is that it was minutes. The October 24
newspaper recap, however, indicates that the initial incident was at
9:00 p.m.,that the initial disturbance was contained in a few minutes,
that the Mayor arrived at 9:30, that police were withdrawn at 9:55,
and that they were ordered back in at 10:30, met renewed violence,
and only then achieved control.

4. The profile indicates abortive attempts against three
businesses continued for one or two nights. It appears there were
only two such businesses--Fotis and Sirenos, and the police sitrep
lists th as beli looted as late as July 25, »Hur ni its later.
Further the attempts were hardly abortive.

5. The profile states t! : abetted by the authorities, the
press magnified the nature of these manyfold and lists the sniper
report as an example.

I have checked the press reports, and believe the July 25 press

report of gunfire on the night of July 24-25 is the only ex: jerationm.
The exaggerationy however, was not quite as great as you draw it.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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Investigation did not show that the cross fire had consisted of
firecrackers. It showed that it consisted partly of firecrackers,

but Lt. Ryan (see July 24-25 FBI Report), one of the sources of the
firecracker correction, also maintained that there were some real
gunshot coming from the park, and Chief Lo Presti and Lt. Clark, the
other sources (see July 25-26 FBIL Report), also stated that gunfire
came from the park. The exaggeration was that the newspaper reported
volleys instead of random shots, and even there the paper covered
itself by reporting a high police official's statement that he believed
the shots were fired in the air, not at police.
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SUBJECT:

[

OPTIONAL PORM NO. 10

MAY ik EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CPR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

Robert Conot

Roger Waldmar

Englewood Profile

Following is a comparative chronol

disturbance from Saturday, July 22 on:

1lotov «
4 fires
Gunfire from and into park

Sitrep
3 stores, 1 tavern damaged

50-60 firebombs

10 windows

5 police cars

Gunfire reported throughout night

\wspaper
7 fires

Many incidents of rock throwing
Gunfire

October 24 Newspaper Article

As in sitrep, but nothing on gunfire

23

Sitrep
Police fired upon

Police car stoned

Several molotov cocktails
Sirenos fired and looted
Fotis looted

DATE: January 11, 1968

» of the Englewood

Buyy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



FBI

Fires set
Activity regarded unconnected
No group activity

Newspaper
Last night routine, only major item a fire.

Newspaper October
Firebombs
Fotis and Sirenos looted

July 24
FBI

No unusual activity

Firecrackers reported as gunfire

Fotis market fired. When police responded, were subject
to shots from park

Sitrep
Reports of gunfire

Blue Moon window broken
Garage fired

Newspaper
Big sniper story

Headline story--FIRING THREAT TO DISCUSSION

October
Gunfire

July 25 - Mayor om radio

FBI
No incidents of racial disturbance (Harrington)
Food market fired

Sitrep
No serious incidents .

Looting of Fotis
Report of gunfire
Sirenos fired



January 9, 1968

MEMO FOR ROBERT CONOT
From Research (Moss)EkﬁGKu

Subject Comments on Chapéer 1 of Draft Report (TABS 2-10)

Note: The foldowing comments are concerned mainly with
factual material, not style or presentation (which I think
is excellent).

TAB PAGE

3 2 line 1; Tampa police force has 511 men (TAB 21,App.A)

3 8 line 3; "Six out of every ten..." This para. is all
1960 data.

3 8 1line 18; strike "youth" from end of smantence. Next
sentence should read "Fifty-five percent of the Negro
men in Tampa, and 79 percent of Negro women were
working in unskilled hJobs." (1960 data)

4 10 1line 15; Cong. Relations office survey identified
68 injuries.

5 3 paras 2 and 3 contain 1960 data; should be written
in past tmnse.

6 2 line 5;"for the past 30 years..."

line 8; "Between 1960 and 1967 the M» city lost a
net total of more than 70,000 white residents."”
line 13; In seven years the city switchdd from 65

percent white to just over 50 percent Negro and



TAB PAGE

6&

10 percent Peurto Rican and Cuban.”

5 1line7: "land area of 24 square miles"

5 footnote; I haven't checked the numbers, but
believe the wording is in errot. Shouldn't is
read: "The actual tax rate is $7.76 per § 100 of
Assessed value. A guideline of 85.27 percent of
market value is used in assessing, reducing the
true tax rate to $6.617 per $100 of market value."

6 bottom line; it would be more meaningful to compare
the school enrollment (1967) with a specific year,
€.9., 1957, than with the (undefined) "“1950°"s".

7 para 2; this para. mixes 1960, and 1967 data; 1960
data should be qualified in some way to refleet this.

10 1line 10; the 20,000 teenagers are the totaﬂbr. and Sr.
High enrollment in Newark; some @ if not many of
hhese kids will have summer jobs, be off to fresh
air camp, or have something to do. The sentence
should be qualified; as it stands in context, it

implies that thgere are 20,000 unemployed kids in

town.



TAB PAGE

6 & 17 1line 13; proper spelling is James Threatt.

6 24 1line 15; should read:"New Jersey National Guard"
7 4 Dbottom pg:; I'm not sure Where this came from; our

latest estimate for Jersey City (0.E.0.,1966)shows
only about a 10 percent increase in the Negro population,
to about 15 percent of total population in the city.

7 5 1line9; 1960 data: should qualify this.

8 3 top para; I believe the issue was complicated by the
fact that the Republican city council appointed a
Republican white woman to fill the seat of the
transferred Negro Democtat. (Better double check me
on this one.)

10 6 interesting tidbit dept: you might want to add the
following: "A University of Michigan study of

hypertension

agoanasiiaahda ranked some 382 census tracts in Detroit
by ‘'stress level'. The highest stress Negro track

in the city was identified as tract 187, && (the

track immediately adjacent to the blind pig at

12th and clairemounﬁ.“ (Pers. communication from
Prof. E. Harburg, U. $of Michigan)

10 16 1line 18; should read:"Because of a lack of funds, the
department is one of the émallest in the nation on a

perfapita basis?



TAB PABE
10 20 bottom of page; should read:"a 23-year-old white
woman..."
$1-45 This accounts only for 38 certain/ 42 probabl
deaths. What about number 43? Should anything
be s&id here about rumors that are still prevala

in Detroit that “hundreds were killed but their

were nevem reported"?



SPIVAK

Tab 1 -- Preface
Page 3:
Page 5:
Page 61

Para. 1. "and then summed up, etc." --
the word "then" should be deleted in
that the basic three questions came
ahead of the 14 specifics.

Para. 2. Re public safety, would it be
better, so that we are not accused of
playing footsy about the control of
riots, to say directly: “. . . have
set forth how we bslieve the police

and other forces can best secure the
public safety of our cities.”

And in final sentence, should the word
“only” be added, so as to say: "We have
said what we believe not only to stop
riote but to end injustice.*

Para. 1. In mention of white and black
organizations, should there be more
spacificity, so that readers won't feel
we're talking only about the NAACP.

And in final sentence, 2nd para., we
may be misunderstood in saying the
recommendations probe "no deeper” than,
would it be better to say the recom-
mendations probe deeply in order to
reach the problems that remain. Or
something else of a positive nature.
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Tadb 2 -- Introduction

Page 2:

Page 33

Page 4:

Page 6:

End of para. 1. "Whites responded with
mod violence and terrorism.” Shouldn‘'t
we qualify that? Some whites? or Many
whites? or At time whites? or Frequently
whites?

Para. 2, Talking of "twice federal
troops had to be sent into Southern
states to enforce desegregation.” We
should say the troops were sent in, not
that they had to be, which is a matter
of judgment. And we might also mention
the use of U. 8. Marashals in a rather
severe struggle to get Negroes admitted
to the University of Alabama when Governor
Wallace barred the way? I don'‘'t recall
whether troops were sent, as well, but
I don't believe they were.

Para. 2. "The shock of the slayings
could not be offset by the enactment a
few weeks later of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964." Maybe not, but this is an
editorial statement which is highly
generalized. Could it not be: The
shock of these slayings, and of other
violence directed against Negroes and
supporters of their rights over the
years, could not be offset alone by the
enactment, etc. Or something like that.

Para. 3. "'Black Power' now became the
slogan,” etc. As Roy Wilkins said at a
past meeting, Black Power didn't become
the slogan until 1966.

Para. 2. 20 cities? or 237

Para. 3. Analyzed by specialists?
8pecialists in what?
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Tab 7 -- Northern New Jersey

Page 1:

Page 2

Page 4:

Page 5:

End of para. 1. At variance how?

Sara 1. "Bverywhere there was the game
inequality® etc. This makes for balanced
sentences, but it is absolutely true?

Or is it overgeneralized?

Para. 2. Again, I question use of
"only" in front of the numbers.

Para. 3. Is it a documentable fact
that it is the number of parochial
schools which really have slowed the
white exodus?

Top of page. "An old-line political
machine.” This is true, but machine

is a nasty word. How about old-line
political grganization. And as for its
giving Negroes little opportunity for
participation, I would bet they have had
their share of ward heelers too. Why
not: The County in which Jersey City

is located is run by an old-line
political organization in which Negroes
have had little significant influence or
positions of leadership. (Again, if

we can substantiate it.)
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Tab 8 -- Plainfield

Page 1: Next to last para. “The . . . city
government has failed to realize the
change in character which the city has

undergone.” realige? or reapond to?

Page 33 Next to last line. "only 5"; again
"only” is editorializing.

Page 71t Para 2., Was it really because liquor
: stores and taverns were an "unhealthy
influence” that they were attacked? Or
was it because they were owned by whites?
Or even because some folks wanted booze?

Page 9: 2nd full para. Was it really that the
police were unable to provide protection?
Or were they unwilling? Or, if we are
unsure, might we simply say that the
fire department stopped responding to
alarms because there was no police pro-
tection.

Page 1ll: 6th line from bottom. Do we really need
"former newspaper boy" to identify the
Negro? It really is irrelevant. He
might have been a former something else,
too, and being a newspaper boy had nothing
to do with his handing out weapons.

Page 1l4: End of lst para. "he believed” --
Ylvisacker or Hughes?
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Tad 9 -- New Brunswick

No adverse commants.



SPIVAK

Tab 11 -- Statistical Analyses

Page Al: Line 2, Between 60 and 160 disorders
in the 8pring, Summer and Fall, In the
Praface, page 2, the reference is to
"over 50 cities: in the summer.”
Should we coordinate numbers, or frames
of reference?

Page A3: In listing of Harlem, 40 we want to
specify East Harlem?

Page A9: Bottom of page. Was there any reply by
New Jersey police to these charges?

Page All: Para. 3. "only 13 were considerxed . . .
serious.” Strike "only."

Page C7: Again, strike the "only” with respect
to tear gas gases and the number of
cities.

Page C8: Knock out "only” re 3 disorders, and

re 3 of 17 cases,

Page Cl3: In "Participants” pagmgraph, wasn't
Linward Cathcart a counter-rioter in
Plainfield who was countable among the
young Negro militants?

Pages D1l thru D6: This entire section has a pessimisatic
tone that might get us in minor trouble.
It indicates that no matter how much
force of negotiation there was,
rioting ensued or resumed. The statistics
are there, I agree, but maybe the wording
might be revised to point up the fact
that the force or the negotiation, as the
case may be, is needed although it does
not always have the desired effect.

Page E2: Bottom. Should we cite which city was
unable to supply detailed arrest data?
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Tab 11 -- Statistical Analyses (Continued)

Page E3: Para. 1. "Puerto Ricans ware involved
only in 4 disorders." 1It's still,
perhaps, 4 too many. Can't we eliminate
the only? Also, after listing Puerto
Ricans and then saying “other races" it
would be better, instead, to say “"other
ethnic groups”" or "other ethnic extractions.”
Puerto Ricans and Mexican-Americans, i.e.,
are not races but nationalities.

Page ES5: Para 2. "The sex of 31 arxestees . . .
was undetermined.” I would make that
"not stated" or "not recorded."

Page E6: In "Employment Status" paragraph -- since
such large percentages list themselves
as employed -- but since jobs is con-
sidered such a key issue -~ it might be
noted that the type of employment, or
duration, or wage scales was not recorded.
Otherwise, a statistiocal paragraph like
this could be held up as a partial
refutation of the theory that more ghotto
jobs are needed to curb rioting.

Page E8: Bottom of page. The reference to 36
hours changes Qquickly to 48 hours.

Page F2: Re Newark and the media, might we say
that in at least one documented case

New York or petwork TV urged the Negro
youth to throw a rock.

Page F3; Re the UPI Atlanta story, something ssens
to have been left out, in re the hit and
run guerrilla tactics.
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Tab 11 -- Statistical Analvses (Continued)

Page H1l6: Para. 2. "There is . . . a widely held
view that Negroes are lary, shiftless,
etc.”" The fact that this view exists
widely may be denied by many. Could we
not say instead that there has been built

up, in this country, a caricature of the
Negro as a lagy, etc.

Page I3: I'm not challenging it, but am curious.
Has Mayor Maier been in office 7 years
or more, as next to last paragraph sgws?

Pages J4 and J5: In paragraphs listing Negro grievances,
use of the word "the" in such things as
"the abuse of persons” indicates we are
charging that this is true. How about
adding the word "alleged” or saying
complaints of" as on p. J8, or simply
eliminating the "the." The same applies
on pp. J6, J7, J8, J9, and J10, especially
on the latter page with respect to
racism. Also, pp. §12 and J15. This is
handled better on p. J14, with reference
to "the belief that" etc.



SPIVAK

Tab 3 -- Tampa

Page 71

Page 93

Last para. "Negroes . . . had no one to
represent them in positions of policy or
power, and no one to whom to appeal for
redress of griavances."” Shouldn't this
bes . . . had no one of

to represent them in positions of policy
or power, and no Neqro officials to whom
to appeal for redress of grievances,
(Othexwise, it could be said that the
Negroes, like the whites, were rspresented
by the regular officials and could carry
appeals to them.)

End of para. 2. "the only firebugs
caught.” Were they actually firebugs?
We don't say that they actually set any
fires. How about potential firebugs?

End of para. 3. Re raeference to Molotov
cocktails, since there are various
referances throughout the report to
these, would it be in order to have a
footnote here describing what a Molotov
cocktail actually is?



SPIVAK

Tab 4 -- Cincinnati
Page 31

Pages 8 and 9

Page 9:

Para. 1. We may run into trouble --

and I seem to recall that we already

may have with Mr. McCulloch -- over

the description of Cincinnati‘s elective
process, the reference to “only" one
Negro councilman, and the reference to
election of a white mayor. The Congress-
man did not share the writer's concern
about some of these matters.

We seem to imply that the mayor should
have met with the militant (bottom of
p. 8). Should we make such a judgment
at thispplace in the report? And
didn't Kriegel indicate that quite
possibly a mayor ought ot to have gone
to such a meeting?

1st full para. "As in many other citles,
municipal officials, whose contracts
were generally with the small percentage
of middle-class Negroes, appeared not to
realize the danger presented by the pent-
up frustrations of a ghetto population
mired in poverty." Incontrovertible,

but are we ready to name the "many other
cities" if challenged? And is it a case

of not realizing or not responding.

The word “only” is often a judgemental,
editorial word. It should be eliminated
on the last line of this page (only 11
fires), and possibly also on the top

line of page 10 and in the last paragraph
of page 10 with regard to injuries.



SPIVAK

Tab S -- Atlanta

Page 1l:

Page 213

We make a point of SNCC's home base
being Atlanta without -- at this stage --
having recorded for posterity anything
about the organization or its importance
or lack of it. Perhaps a footnote here,
and at prior reference to Rap Brown,
referxing the reader to subsequent
chapter on Organizations, might be in
order.

Says Atlanta has 85 Negro police
officers. Page 8 has 300 police officers
on hand at riot scene and several shots
fired "from police ranks, which con-
sisted mostly of Negro officers.” Which
is it?
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SPIVAK

Tab 6 -- Newark

Page 1:

Pages 2 and 3:

Page 4:

Para. 2. Can we back up the "growing
opposition to Mayor Hugh Addonizion's
MAministration" as a personal matter,
involving him specifically? Or can we
drop his name at this point and bring it
in on page 3, para. 2?7 If we are going
to single out a political figure in

this way, we had better document it.

Para. 2, 2nd sentence, Was it really
because of tension that Kelly called

the meeting? Or was it because of general
concern over a long, hot summer?

Final sentence. Is it accurate that
"nowhere did the city administration
seem less aware“ of tension? If this
sentence refers only to northern New
Jersey, it is vague. If it is a national
reference, wasn't Mayor Lee unaware of
tension? Mayor Cavanagh?

A question may be raised as to why, if
Negro constituents and their white
Councilmen were on Opposite sides (top
of p. 3) the Negroes didn‘'t vote the
rascals out of office.

Also, in the police reference at bottom
of page and extending into page 4, this
probably is handled okay. But you may
want to take another look as to whether
the Sons of Italy may raise hell about
our implying that even "a minority"

of their paisanos are sadists.

Last para. This could be interpreted as
snide, in that perhaps "no complaint was
ever heard of again" because no one's
civil rights technically were violated.
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Tab 6 -~ Newark (Continued)

Page 7:

Page 10:

Page 12:

Page 15:

Page 16:

Page 20:

Para 2, last sentence. "Residents
frequently discussed the problem of
organized crime and the influence of the
Mafia upon the life of the city." How

are we so sure about a general reference
to what residents of the ghetto frequently
discussed? Which residents? How many?

The writing here seems to be jumpy. Was
something left out?

Mid-page. "sores festering." Aside
from being a cliche, isn't this a bit
overemotional?

4th line from bottom. “World War I
helmets." This should be World War I
type helmets. We don't know that they
actually were left over from the Great
wWar.

Para 2. “Other observers reported that

the Mayor seemed unaware of the seriousness
of the tensions.” Again, can we document
our charge against the Mayor? Must we
leave it with unnamed "“observers?" Are
there any quotes from Addonizio himself,

in his testimony or in his interview with
our staffers, which might either bear

this our or at least balance the charge.

lst full para. “"The Governor decreed a
‘hard line' in putting down the riot. He
refused to see local Negro leaders . . .
until Saturday morning."” Whose quote

is "hard line"? This paragraph implies
crassness and cruelty on the part of
Governor Hughes. Again, can we document
it, or at least balance it -~ beyond the
final sentence qQquoting a state aide as
saying the meetings were too late to do

any good.
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Tab 6 -~ Newark (Continued)

Page 29:

The story about the men having their
parcels kicked open is a touching one,
especially with the Vietnam veteran
involved. But the question still re-
mains: were they looting, or weren't
they? We imply that the cops were

beasts without really nailing down the
innocence (and @I assumes they ware innocent)
of the Negroes.



SPIVAK

Tab 10 -~ Detroit

Page 43 Line 5. In a government report, do we
want to use the word "pimp" or 4o we
want to say "procurer"? I suppose
either is all right, but it's worth
considering.

Page 61 Maybe, in line 10, the "only"” is okay.
It's only that I have an aversion to
words like only, every, everywhere,
and all, where they can't be backed up.

Page 12: Parxa. 1. "There was even talk of asking
for Federal help." 8Since this is one
of the most controversial areas, in toto,
of the 1967 riot picture, we had better
be careful in every detail. Who did the
talking about asking for Federal help?
Who raised the idea? Who agreed, etc.?
And who expressed concern about the lack
of Negroes on the State Police force?

Para. 3. “Although not yet deteriorated
to the point of Newark, Detroit, like
Newark, was losing population.” Do

we really want to say deteriorated? Orx
would hard-pressed or some other word be

more appropriate?

Page 131 Para. 2. "The strong union structure
had created ideal conditions for the
working man" etc. The word ideal may
be too strong or at least too all-
encompassing here. What about relatively
ideal, or outstanding, or excellent, or
relatively good -- and for many ox most
working men, rather than the=working man
in toto.



SPIVAK
Tab 10 -- Detroit (Continued)

Page 13 Bottom of page. I am sure the referer
to apprenticeship training is true, and
I personally think it should stay in
there. But I point to it as a potential
hot potato (i.e., the Meany-McCurdy
exchange over this very issue at a
»mmission hearing.)

Page 14: lst full para. Re the high school
diplomas, is it that they re ’
or often were regarded as leas th Ldaz

Last para. ". . . the Neg:  latic

was still under-represented." Do we

mean proportiongtely under-represe ted?
And here -- as in other places ' ere

this spectre is raised -- will we be
subject to challenge as suggesti 3

there ghould be proportionate repre

tion: i.e., that 15 percent of Cong

should be Negro, 15 percent of the
Cabinet, etc. This sounds like the syat 1

of Cyprus.

Page 16: Line 3. Does the "heat of the afternc *
have anything to do with aspread of the
fire?

Para 2. By "residents"” do we refer to
Negro residents, or white, or both?

Page 18: Para, 2. "“When Governor Romney flew
over the area that evening, it appeared
to him the city had been bombed.” Can
we quote Romney instead of paraphrasing?
I say this because (though I think I
remamber Romney's being quoted publicly
on this) he can be slippery at times and
we cannot let him accuse us of brainwash-
ing him.



SPIVAK
Tab 10 -- Detroit (Continued)

Page 18: Also, in this sa—" paragraph, should
we not say how and when, and under what
circumstances Romney arrived at the
scene? Was he asked by Cavanagh? Did
he arrive independently? What did he
do besides fly over the city? (All of
this, I assume, is in his testimony to
the Commission.)

Pages 18 and 19: Does the long quote overlapping these
twe pages raise a far-out possibility
of implying our gwn advocacy of "true
revolt” rather than looting, etc. Does
this make the True Revolter come out as
Mr. Nice Quy?

Page 20: Para 1. "Shortly before midnight the
Governor declared a state of public
emergency.” Do we have his proclamation?
Did he do it at his own initiative? At
Cavanagh’s request? What did Rommey say?
Where was Romney when he 4id it? I fee
atrongly that we should nail down anyth
we say about Rommey, to avoid evep the
Best_minox guestions latex.

Page 22: Line 1. A cue ball? Or an ordinary
billiard ball?

Bottom of page. The implication here

is that by 2:00 a.m. Monday, Cavanagh

and Romney "had decided to ask for Federal
assistance” -- but that the Mayor didn’'t
call Hubert Humphrey until 11:00 p.m., 21

bhours later. ZTHIS 18 ONE OF .iE MOST
SENS : SSUES IN HE REPOR e




SPIVAK

Tab 10 -- Detroit (Continued)

Page 23:

settle --~ or pretend to settle -- the
issue, But we MUST BE PRECISE. This
is handled all right on page 23, as far
as style is concerned, but with some
exceptions which I will note.

Mid-page. "local forces" unable to
handle the situation? or local and state
forces?

Next to last para. "He (Romney) and the
mayor decided to reevaluate the need for
federal troops.” My impression is that
Cavanagh says he nevexr faltered or re-
evaluated -- and I think Romney claimed
something like this in his testimony too,
though at his press conference on the
night involved he was quoted otherwise.

Last para. "Contact between Detroit and
Washington was maintained throughout the
early morning hours.” I thought that
contact broke down -- at least between
Romney and Washington. I'm not at all
sure about this, but in any event, if
contact was maintained, who was in con-
tact with whom?

Lines 3 and 4. We kind of gloss over

the re-request for troops -- a highly
controversial issue. And we note a time
for arrival of Vance and Throckmorton at
Selfridge AFB, but not for the arrival of
the paratroops, or how many, eta.



SPIVAK

Tab 10 -~ Detxoit (Continued)

Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

253

26:

27:

32;

33:

34;

Bottom of page. Is there any documentar
backup that can be cited for the white
man shotgunning Edmonds to death? 1Is
our statement based on witnesses? On
official police records? On what?

Line 3. You might smooth this out by
saying the officers fired their shotguns
three times, rather than three shots from
their shotguns. (sports fans might
scoff) And do we know what finally
happened to the two women, after they
were in the hogpital weeks later? This
is left dangling.

Mid-page. "The young troopers could not

be expected to know what a danger they

ware creating,” etc. Yes they couyld be
expected to know. It would be more accurate
to say that the young troopers 4id not

know etc.

Mid-page. Do we want to call it an air
of noxmalgy or of normality.

Para. 1. I don't challenge the effective-
ness of the Pederal troops. But is it
true, as I have heard claimed, that they
were assigned to the least volatile area
anyway? And in the second paragraph, do
we need "only" with respect to the 201
rounds?

Line 6. Again, normalcy or noxmality?



SPIVAK

Tab 10 -~ Detroit (Continued)

Page 40:

Page 41:

Page 421

Page 44:

Para. 2. "Dozens of cases lice
brutality emanated f£rom the ion*®
etc. Perhaps our depositic v will

back this up. But -~ to avoid being
accused of making wild, unsubstantiated
(at least on the surface) charges,
couldn't wa just as well say that dozens
of cases of alleged police brutality

or dozens of charges of police brutality,
etc., emanated.

Para. 2. The charge of indiscriminate
shooting by police and guardsmen is a
highly general one. Can it be bac !

up by example or by footnote or even by
saying that witnesses said this.

2nd full para. There is a flat asse:
here that three youths were "shotgunr

to death by police officers in the Al 3
Motel.” Since this case is still pen¢ g,
shouldn't we say they were shotgunne
death, allegedly by police officers; c
were described as having been shotm d
to death by police officers. Anyth: _ to
soften this and not seem to be making
accusations that could jeopardise th
processes of justice.

Bottom of page. To clarify the bott
line, 80 it doesn't look like 20 or 21

police officers were killed, sho we

not say that Actions by police o: cers
accounted for 20, and very like, 21 ¢

the deaths -~ rather than the officers

accounting for them.
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Changes in Englewood Profile

Page 1-87. After the first sentence of the third
paragraph, a sentence should be added to reflect the fact
that in the week immediately preceding the riot, there
were very strong rumors that a disturbance would break
out on Friday, July 21,

Page 1-89. The paragraph at the top of the page
indicates that the police returned to guard firemen who
were putting out two small fires. Lieutenant Ryan's
testimony (9) indicates that the police responded to the
report that Molotov cocktails were being thrown at Sireno's
and Foti's Market. The police report says the same thing.

On the same page, the second sentence of the second
paragraph indicates that a scuffle broke out between the
officers and a number of persons. This scuffle occurred
earlier in the evening, when the police reported the first
time. (Clark, page 34) The sentence should be deleted and
either placed in its proper sequence or left out altogether.
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to the Greek Stand, a hangout for kids, where, he discovefed, plans
were being formulated for the throwing of rocks and molotov cock-
tailsAthét evening. Coach Williams began to talk to them; began
tb attempt to convince them that protest could take responéible
forms. |

In another part of the city a physician and an attorney,
both Negroes, began similarly to attempt to turn the youths into
constructive behavior. The idea of a Youth Patrol, which would
take over responsibility from policé for patrolling the trouble
area, was formulated. White armbands -- and later white hats --
were chosen for the purpose of identification. Sheriff Beard de-
cided to take a chance on the White Hat Patrol.

During the next twenty-four hours 126 youths, some of whom
had participated in the riot, were recruited into the patfol. of
the leaders, four-fifths were high school dropouts.

On Wednesday, the inquiry into the death of Martin Chambers
~was concluded. Upon the verdict that the officer had fired the shot
justifiably and in the line of du;y, apprehénsion rose that trouble

would erupt again. Nevertheless, despite the fact that the verdict was
wé;not to their 1liking, the White Hats continued to keep order.

On Monday, June 12th, while Tampa was still smolderiné, dis-
content erupted in Cincinnati, 940 miles to the north. The issue

there, too, was a killing.

~l4-
















G/

SNCC had been formed in Atlanta in 1960 unc¢ - the
aegis of Dr. King in order to coordinate the activities of
various ci#il rights organizations. It had at its inceptio:
been firmly committed to the doctrine of non-violenc and
the goal of integration. Many of its workers were white.
Yet the winds of change that kea had been expected to blow
agmx across the nation were not blowing. 1In the South there
were hardly more Negro children in white schools than ten
years previously. Elsewhere the principal effect of inte-
gra*ti-= sms bo demem 277 ecbididbs mnbanl~ b~ 3ll-black schools.

, demonstrators

s a _ 4 R _ ¢ _1 e . L N

were beaten anc 'rs were abducted
and murdered. .ng to opeeate
within t he framework of the nation's laws, were jailed and
prosecuted with img ity by those who opposed laws.

As more and more of the workers suffered serious
injuries and deat’ and little was changed as a result, more
and more began to look upon the doctrine of non-violence as
fallacious. MOre and more began to believe that in a £ con-
frontation between moral persuasion and violence, "~ -
would be the victor. The turning point was reach

The most massive demonstrations the South had seen
began in Birmingham, Alabama. The white response was a
series of bombings that inflamed Negroes. Retaliation against
whites in the form of rock-throwing and burning of white-owned
nranertv hacan. A aemarjes of bloody battles were fought with

3 ot Aﬁe one Sunday mornin -
group of Negro children sat in Sunday 1001 a bomb exploded

beneath the church. Four young girls were killed. No one was

ever tried for the murders. The sacrifice had achieved



¥

virtually nothing. Birmingham remained as white supremacist
as ever, all over the nation Birmingham had forged a
bond among ¥ jroes. Psychologically they had marched with
the marchers, suffered with the injure ind become more and
more embittered at the authorities.

In the November, 1965 issue of the L
the Honorable George Edwards, Judge of the United States Court
of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, and former Police Com-
missic-~~ -~ Detroit, wrote: "Episodes like those exper-
iencec Birmingham and Selma, Alabama, in Oxford and
Neshoba County, MIssissippi, add to the police problems in

every section of the country.

In the April, 1965 issue of the "Liberator," the
organ of the militants, the disaffection had grown to the
extent that a writer declared: "Either black people will
be destroyed or the white American Government will be
destroyed. It is a life or death struggle. This fu r
illustrates that we have only one alternative: Unit or
self-defense warfare now, or perish!"

Four months later, in Augqust, a combination of hap-
hazard « & t circumstances plunged Los Angeles
into the bloodiest American domestic turmoil in two decades.
Within a period of two days, with virtually no organization,
and relatively little effort, Negroes overwhelmed the police
and infused the fibers of the nation's third largest city
with fear. Ne¢ roes everywhere seized upon the riot as a
demongration that Black Power was both viable and practical.

The April 22, 1966 issue of the Black Muslim news-
paper, "Muhammed Speaks," headlined "Coming: Bloody Conflicts
in the Citie ' The xkex— thesis of the article was that,

as major American cities attained a black majority, "The



white power structure will not'willingly' yield to the
democratic concept of im 'majority rule.'"

By the spring of 1967, Stokely Carmichael and'hap
Brown were saying that "You can't turn your back on
violence, because you can't live in America if you're
black and be non-violent." Proclaiming ever-more stridently
that £ America was conducting "genocide" against the black
man, they were themselves in the process of killing SNCC.
Its white supporters had either been expelled or/gggerted.
Its supply of funds was rapidly drying up. Only if
Carmichael and Brown cou“’ggﬁgiﬁf—egﬂilx“;te America that
AXXBEXX a revolution was in the making and Black America
that white America would respond to black grievances with
a policy of suppression and violence, could they hope that
their words would be heeded by the masses that they
themselves uld attain the stature of leaders. rap
had been baited and set. The question remained, would it

be sprung?
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the officer had fired the shot 1iustifiably and in the line
of dut apprehens: it trouble would erupt
again. espite the fact that the verdict was
not to their liking, the White Hats continued to keep
order.

On Monday, June 12th, while Tampa was still smoulder-
ing, discontent erupted in Cincinnati, _ _miles to

the north. The issue there, too, was a killing.
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discharge from one shotgun struck in the midst of
several persons sitting on the front porch of a housex
- A 46-year old man was
killeqx = O-wasr ATA haw wae Avitincalle injured. Bue
Due tc yrkers who

circulated throuah the area. uraina the restoration of









to be brought into the government. sartheless, %k progress
was slow. As the Negro population hminAdad wmward, more and
more of the politically oriented fo lequate. %

The Negro-Italian coalition ewissi ., began to develop
strains over the issuel of the police. The police were
largely Italian; the persons they arrestedy largely Negro.
Community leaders agreed that, as in most police forces,
there wews a small minority of officers who abused their
responsibility. This, conversely, gave an aura of credi-
bility to malefactors who screamed' "Brutality"every time
they were caught.

In 1965 Mayor Addonizio, acknowledging that there

r "a small group of misguided individuals™ in the 4epart-
ment, declared that "it is vital to establish once and for
all, in the minds of the public, that charges of alleged
police brutality will be thoroughly investigated and the
appropriate legal or punitive action be taken if the
charges are found to be substantiated."”

Pulled one way by the Negro citizens who wanted a
Police Review Board and the other by the police, who
adamantly opposed it, the Mayor decided to buck all complaints
against the police to the FBI for investigation.fmx Since
the FBI was not conceived as an agency to investigate muni-
cipal police departments, and could act only if there had
been a violation of a person's civil rights, it quickly
became clear that a complaint, after being filed, would

r° heard of agai wewsed there _ o much redress
for other complaints. The city had no money with which to

redress them.















From the twin high-rise towers of the Reverend
William P. Hayes Hdusing Project, the residents can
look down upon the 4th Precinct Police Station and
observe every movement. With its orange-red brick
facade, the three-story structure looks more like a

schoolhouse than a police station.

‘B A 1 e

o . -

fh~=sl-- ~“ter 9:30 p.m. people looking out of their
wind ther refused, or was unable to walk, being
dragged out of a police car and into the front door of
the station. Within a ¥ few minutes at least two civil
rights leaders had received calls from a hysterical woman
declaring a cab driver was being beaten by the police.
Simultaneéously, since Smith had, from the cab, radioed
his dispatch office that he was being arrested picked up,
cab drivers all over the city were learning of the arrest.

\n minutes a crowd was forming on the grounds of the
housing project across the sereet narrow street from the
station. As more and more people arrived, the description
of the beating —==~=+~3%: -A~i=i~tared to Smitl became
more and more - re fueled and sustained
by other tales of pdlice malpractice that, going back over
the years, had been submitted for investigation but never
heard of again, so that they remained like sores festering

in the minds of the people.



By 10:15 p.m. the situation had become so potentially
explosive that both the Senior Ir j»ector on the ——"Jkx night
watch and the Director of Police, Dominick Spina, were
summoned to the 4th Precinct. Spina, 56 years old, a
graduate of Newark (now Rutgers) Universtiy Law School, is
known as a cop's cop; hard and tough, but supposedly just
and fair also. Since taking over in 1962 his principal
goal had been to get the police out of politices, to make
them professionals and get rid of the incompetents and the
slough-offs.

By offering to meet with all-comers one night a
week and by initiating a Citizens Observer Program in
which interested citizens could ride in patrol cars, he
had attempted to inftiate a dialogue between th »>lice
and the population. Although the concept of the program
was sound, in practice it failed to worky :w of the younger
element of the population -- those that were likely to
cause the most trouble -- would willingly ride in the
patrol car.

When Inspector Melchior and Director Spina arrived
at the police station they were met by a delegation of
civil rights leaders and militants who demanded the
right to see and interview Smith. Insrectar Melchior
acceded to their request. When Smith t before

| it was v apparent tha' whatever the cause
of his injuries, he needed to be examined by a doctor.
Again, bowing to demands, the police agreed to transport

him to a hospital.






with bricks and bottles. The police, their heads pro-
tected by World War I tin helmets, sallied forth in full
force. The marchers, who were still in the process of
forming, were scatteredX a few minutes later . :he
street the first liquor store was broken into vever,
by about 2:30 a.m the disturbance appeared to have run
its course.

The next afternoon the Mayor decribed it as an
isolated incident. Hmxir Invited to appear before and
talk to the people at a protest rally being organized at
the housing project, kim he is reported to have declined
the invitatio: » did agree to the demand to the naming of
a Negro to the rank of Captain in the Police Dept. and
announced that he would set up a panel of citizens to
investigate the Smith arrest. To one civil rights leader

sounded like "The same old song" and he walked out.
Other observers reported that the Mayor seemed unaware of

the

half of the strength of the department for that evenina.
Within the Negro community there were reports that 1ad
begun arresting teenagers for investigative purposes.

Tension continued to mount. N
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The response/iioghe loosely-milling mass of people

hurtling against the walls of the police station. Within
the station the anger of the police officers was intense.
After a short period of time they were given an order to
break up the demonstration. There was, reportedly, little
restraint on either side) **e language employed was that
of the ghetto. Anyone who failed to move was moved by

force.

Following this, while some ~—~* & memt - s of the
crowd turned to throw rocks at the police station, others
scattered in all directions. Soon reports of looting began
to come in. Without enough men to establish control, the
police set up a perimeter around a two-mile stretch
of Springfield Avenue, one of the principal business dis-
tdcts, where bands of youths roamed up and dow1' smasing
windows., Grocery and liquor stores, clothing and furniture
stores, drug stores and cleaners, appliance stores and
pawnshéps were the p—‘--ipal targets. Periodically police
officers would appear/ rire their weapons over th’ﬂeads of
looters and rioters.

r midnight activi r off. The
Mayor told reporters the city had turned the corner. \Ag
news of the disturbance had spread, however, people had
flocked into the streets. As they saw stores being broken

into with img Lty, many spectators bowed to the tempta-

tion and began helping themselves.
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Six were womeny “-10 were children.

On the evening of Monday, July 17, a Catholic driest
saw two Negro men walking down the street. They were
carrying a case of séda and two bags of groceries. An
unmarked car with five police officers pulled nn hecide themy
“--> white officer- —-* --* of the car. B the
Negro men of loot them put the groceries on the
sidewalk, then kicked the bags open, scattering their
contents all over the ¢ ’ - £ »+d the
men, "Get out of here,' . The Catholic‘?&iest
went across the street tn heln tismm gather up the groceries.
One of ;h irned to "1 mmve just been back
from Vietnam two days," he said, "and this is what I get.
I feel like going home and getting a rifle and shooting the
cops."

kot __' the Black Power Conference

began in Newark.
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Most of the people were concerned about a possible blood-
bath." It was her opinion r _re are talking

ourselves into it."

Juality wit

re

of Nemwnee An +ha 1a~21  vernment. Tn civy New .Tercevu

commt >le Negro !
L ¥ there

Councilmen.x®r In a half dozen school systems in which
Negro children composed &~ —~* =35 half of the school
population, there were or ;mbers of the Board of
Education. In none of the municipal governments did a
Negro hold a key position. 1In each of the ghettos the
Negro felt himself surrounded by an intransigent wall of
whites.

In four cities: Bloomfield, Harrison, Irvington,
and Maplewood, forming an arc about Newark, out of a
total population of more than 150,000, only 1,000 were
Negroes. In the six cities surrounding Plainfield, out
of a prmm1=¥inn A€ mawv~ +han 75,000 only 1500 were Negro.

™ es, Jersey City and Elizabeth,

had ha 64. The view from Jersey City is
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A large percentage of the white population send

their children to parochial schools. As a result, because

they have not had to utilize the public schonl evetom
white residents have been slower to move out
Negro population remains relatively small only 15
percent of the total, it is confined wkk within one
limi+oeAd area Thore w_ 1i++1a Negro political leader-
r
€
largest in the nation for a city of
tains some of the flavor described
ful/SQQEStive: "We were accustomed
Division of the Police Dept. If we were caught hanging
around we were picked up by the police and taken to the
city hospital and beaten with a rubber hose." Fhatls-a
white-exeeutives

A city official, questioned about Negro representa-
tion on the police force, replied that it wae 34 times
greater than 20 years agc years ago i- sisted of
one man.

A hard-nosed, but realistic police captain who
commands and lives within the precinct with the highest
Negro concentration, insists that his men adapt to the
mores of the population and be able to get along with the
people. If they can'' :hey are transferred from the pre-
cinct. £§:f:\£2$ ﬁ%ptain's opinion that the greatest
degree of tension arises when policemen from outside the
precinct come in in order to make arrests or quell dis-

turbances. Such police officers do not understand the

LIRS 4 §
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problems and the social habits of the people and are
therefore apt to react with undue force.

During the four days of the Newark riog)when the
city became awash with tales of all descriptions, Mayor
Whelan announced that if there were any disturbances he
would "meet force with force." The ghetto area was
flooded with police officers.

on-Menday-and-Fuesday;-mass-arrests-were-;ade

On Monday and Tuesday, July 17 and 18, when crowds
gathered and a few rocks were thrown, mass arrests were
made. Only one store was broken inteo and the pilferage
there was limited to mé mwed items ndy and

chewing gum. man died. He was a Negro cab driver

into whose cab a Negro boy threw a Molotov cocktail.

A chicken and an Orthodox Moslem combined to keep
Elizabeth cool. As in Jersey City, police had beefed up
their patrol ind %" "xxxex the very presence of so many
officers contributed to the rising tensions. Residents
of the 12-block by 3-block ghett jammed between the New
Jersey Turnpike and the waterfront, went around muttering:

"We are being punished but we haven't done anything.”

ne community,"” another said ¥=e+wm~» Jater, "felt it
was &in a concentration camp." 3 1e two high-density

housing projects concentrated in the area were walking around



saying: "We're next, we might as well go.”

About 11:30 p.m. Monday, July 17th a window was
broken. Commented a businessman: "Down here in the port
it's business as usual when one store window is broken
each week. What is normal becomes abnormal at a time
like this."

Soon otker windows were being broken. As police
amived in force, groups scattered and began breaking
windows further down the streegk ~ Molotov cocktail was
thrown at a tavern. .re engines arrivec ley were
pelted with rocks. Community workers began circulating

through the area, desperately attempting to get kids off

the s d friends in
Newar were not
curbed it would turn into a bloodbath, e= e
eovesgd- ¥

One worker discovered kid oning
gasoline into sdéda bottles fro.. . __ ___ I - ... aged to
talk them out of the Molotnv concktails. confronta-

tion between the police anupuuo of teenagers and youths

¥ e was progressing toward a climax
when a chicken fluttered out of the shattered window of
a poultry market. One youth attempted to throw gasoline
on it and set it afire. As the gasoline sloshed onto the
pavemen+ the chicken leaped. The flames merely singed its
feathers. A gangling six-foot youth attempted to leap

upon the chicken., The bird was too quick for him. As it
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Shortlv after midnight, in an attempt to cap the
eruption, . ke»dy and the two Negro ¢guncilmen met
with the youths in the housing project. Although the
focal point of the youths' bitterness was the attitude
of the polic til 1966 police had used the word
"nigger" over the police radio and one
officer had worn a Confederate belt buckle and had
flown a Confederate pennant on his ca eir complaints
ranged far and wide over local and national issues.

sues were diverse ere was an overriding

overnment would, of its own accord, make
meaningful changes to improve the lot of the lower class
Negrox’ =~ overriding belief that there were two sets of
policies by the peopk in power, whether they were law
enforcement officers, newspaper editors, or government
officials: One for white American ind one for black.

There was little confidence that the two council-
men mrd whom the youths regarded as "Uncle Toms," and
who, of course, did not represent the poor section,
could exercise any influence. However, on the promise
that meetings would be arranged that same day, Saturday,
with the editor of the newspaper and with the‘Mhyor, the
youths agreed to disperse.

At the first of these meetings the youths were
apparently satisfied by the explanation that the news-
paper's coverage was not deliberately discriminatory.
The second meeting with the ror, however, which began

at 7:00 o'clock that evening, proceeded badly. The






At three o'clock Sunday morning a heavy rain began
to fall, scattering whatever persons remained ¢ he
streets. The iief of the ,.: told Commission
investigators that it was his conclusion that "individuals
making firebombs did not know what they were doing,( r
they could haye burned the city."

In the morning police made no effort to cordon off
the area. As white sightseers and churchgoers drove
by the housing project xkx there were sporadic inci-
dents of rock-throwing and violence. During the early
afternoon these accelerated.

& together with two officials of the
city's Human RElations Commission, decided to call
another meeting to draw up a formal petition of
griarances. As the youths gathered it became apparent
that some of them had been d * °° - :
drifting away from the parki

e It was decided to move
the meeting =~ i e to Greenbrook Park, a county park
several blocks away.
including almost all of the rock-

Between Lﬁﬂ and 388 persc~=/piled into a caravan throwers
TEm ==
of cars and headed for the park. At approximately 3:30
p.m. the Chief of the Union County Park Police arrived
to discover the group being addressed by David Sullivan,
Executive Director of the Human Relations Commission.
He "informed Mr. Sullivan he was in violation of our
nark ordinance and to disperse the group.”" Sullivan and

. attempted to explain that they were in the pro-

cess of drawing up a list of grievance- but the €Chief






officers, Williams stopped.

When 4 the newspaper reporter, saw
Officer Gleason he was two blocks from his postg
-*riding after Williams, ever deeper into the ghetto
arez he had already passed one housing projec wmd
~~9gnla in emall groups were milling about everywhere.
In words: "Tt re was a kind of shock and
amazement," to see the officer walking by himself
deep in the ghetto. enly there was a confronta-
tion between Williams and Gleason. Some witnesses
reported Williams had a hammer in his handf :hers
say he did not. When whose attention had been
momenta;ily distracted, next saw Gleason he had drawn
his gun and was firing at Williams. As williamé fell
to the ground, critically injured, Gleason turned and
began running back toward his post. ‘o youths
bag »+ him. sme® Gleason e stumbled, re-
gained his balance, then had his feet knocked out from
under him. A score of youths began to beat him and
kick him. Some of the residents in the apartment house
attemnted to intervene¢ but they were brushed aside.
Rax: believes that, under the circumstances and
in the atmosphere that prevailed at that moment, =t
any police officer, black or white, would have been

killed.






) $)

All during the day 'various meetings took place
between Government officials and Negro representa-
tives. Police were anxious to recover the stolen
weapons. Negroes wanted assurances against retalia-
tion.

At 8 ne ] _or, accompanied by two State
officials, went to the housing project and spoke to
several hundred Negroes le crowd was hostile.

There were demands that city officials give concrete
evidence that they were prepared to deal with Negro
grievances. Again, the meeting was inclanclusive.
The officials retuvrred +n Cjty Héll-

At 9:15 p.m. rushed i as a
result of the failure to resolve any of the outstanding
problems, violence was about to explode xR anew.

The key deman¢ of the mmsk militant faction was that
those who had been arrested during the riot should be
released. KkState officials decided to arrange for the

. e - - -

release on be¢ °° 1th minor

violations. igreed to try
to arrange for the return of the stolen carbi;z;_zgr_—
noon on Wednesday.

At 4 o'clock Tuesday mornin a dozen prisoners
were released from jail. Plainfield police officers

considered this a sellout. by noon on Wednesday,

the stolen carbines had not been returned, the Governor
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a tape recording, played periodically over the city's radio
stationg, appealing for order. All of the persons who had
been picked up the previous night were released on their own
recognizance or on low bail.

In the late afternoon the mayor and city commissioners
met with 35 angry and initially hostile teenagers who "poured
out their souls to the mayor." As a result, the mayor, the
city commissioners and the Negro youths drew up a statement
attacking segregation, discrimination,amsfinferior educational
and employment opportunities, police harrassmen’ and poor
housing. Four of the young people began broadcasting over the
radio station, urging their "soul brothers and sisters" to

"cool it, because you will only get hurt and the mayor has

tal

me
mes ion
bet: the

ghetto was narrowly averted that evening. The police wanted
to break up the crow« mwd ‘e crowd was angry at the massive
show of force by the police. Asked to return to their homes,
people replied: "We will go home when you get the police out
of the area." I uked uested by the pmXx kxmxpuiixxke com-
missioners to pull the nnlice hark. t+he Chief refused. He was
then given a direct ord b

According to the Chief, he had "been a police officer for
24 years and had never felt so bad." ur late: elements of
the same crowd, which was an older one than the night before,
and contained persons in their 30's and 40's, bathered in front
of the police station, ke Again, the police wanted to disperse
th force ain the mayor prevailed. She went out into the

street, talked to the people and asked that she be given a chance



\t3

F correct conditions. Over the objections of the Chief, she

agreed to let representatives of the people inspect the jail
cells to satisfy themselves th=*+ everyore arrectod An +ho nre-

vious night had been releasec ew Brur



Even as various communities in northern New Jefsey were ¥XX
still being agitated by the corona of the Newark riot, 900 or more
4 in Newark
delegates from all over the United States gathered on July 20/for the

first national Black Power conference.
diverse
The omooobgoadtxikkx delegates and the organizations they represented

and
were un}ied by only one element: race., The most militant M¥ extreme whit
irred. Two Negro officers of the New York Police Department were
admitted.

The organizer of the conference, Dr, Nathan Wright Jr., himself was
emblematic of the metamorphosis in Negro philosoplly and psychology that has
taken place in the United States during the course of a few years, An
Episcopal min§ster with six college degrees, including a doctoratel from
Howvard llniveraitv. a weneration ago he would have been identified --

. the "Black Bourgeoisie." 1In Newar s
lot, IK ideologically, with the late Malcolm X and Rap Brown.

Thoosoouroanoannei
Among the delegates there was as much disagreement as there was

agreement, A resolution, referring to the Newark riot, OSSO0 RIAgZ

LRILZPVREZRATAR FERE BL/ZBABZRIREKZBRB L hers/8nd LBLELEXE
put the delegates on record as vigorously affirming "the right to exercise

our unchallengé@able right to self-defense."

An extremist ¥ faction believed that the best self-defense was to
attack. Many speakers, however, warned that Negroes were not yet ready to
confront the "white power structure." Even Rap Brown warned that it would
be "self-genocide" to challenge white America to phsycfal conflict at this
time.

It soon became apparent that someone, in Detroit, was not listening.
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the possibility of racial trouble . . . Although local police
forces generallj&egard themselves as public servants with the
responsbility of maintaining law and order, they tend to mini-
mize this attitude when they are patrolling areas that area
heavily populated with Negro citizens. There they tend to view
each person ont he streets as a potential criminal or enemy,
and all too often that attitude is reciprocated. 1Indeed, hos-
tility between the Negro communities in our large cities and
the police departments, is“ wajor problem in law enforrement
in this decade. It has been a major cause of all recen Es."
At one time, Judge Edwards told Commission investigators,
there was "open warfare between the Detroit Negroes and the
Detroit Police Dept." . ; late as"1961 he thought that
Detroit was the leading candidate in the United States for a

ra

the bloodiest in the United States in the span of four decades.
During the labor waré of the 1930's union members had come to
view the Detroit Police Dept. as a strike-breaking force.

e Edwards and his successor, Commissioner Ray Girardin,
attempted to restructure the image of the department. A Citizens
Complaint Bureau was set up to facilitate the filing of com-
plaints by citizens against officers; but there are indications
that in practice it worked little better than less enlightened
and more cumbersome procedures in other cities.

Expert testimony has been given tﬁe Commission tat the very
nature of the trial kmxa board procedure tends to favor the

accused officer. Officers are reluctant to testify against
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fellow-members of the and some who have done so in the
past have found themselves & ostracized. %ak

Lately, following the advice of attorneys with regard to
the rules against self-incrimination, officers have refused
even to make statements to Department investigators. 1In cer-
tain precincts investigators for the Citizens Complaint Bureau
have been made to feel so unwelcome that they are reluctant
even to go to the stationhouses.

On 12th Street, with its high incidence of vice and crime,
the issue of police brutality was a recurrent theme. A month
earlier the killing of a prostitute had been *—%r *: determined
by police investigators to be the work of a pimp. According to
rumors X in the community the crime had been committed by a Vice
Squad officer.

Approximatelv at the same time the killing of a 27-year old
Negro Army g of white youthsl inflamed the com-
munity. Coverage by the city's major newspapers, which played
down the stor in the hope that the murder would not become a
cuase for increased tensions, backfired. 3m A banner story/ighe
Mirshi~an Fhe~ni~ln, the city's Negro newspaper,began: "As James
Meredith marched again Sunday to prove a Negro could walk in
Mississippi without fear, a young woman who saw her husband killed
by a white gang, shouting: ‘'Niggers keep out of Rouge Park,*
lost her baby.

"Relatives were upset that the full story of the murder was
not being told, apparently in an effort to prevent the incident
from sparking a riot."

Some Negroes believed that the treatment of the story by the

RAFRXXAENE
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major newspapers was further evidence of the double standard:
Playing up crimes by Negroes, playing down crimes committed
against Negroes.

Although police arrested and charged one suspect with
murder, Negroes questioned Why the entire gang was not held.
What, they asked, would have been the result if a white man had
been killed by a gang of Negroes Phe-Phemas-family-had-iived
enty-three-pblecks-from-the-secene-of-the-pbiind-pig-raid

The Thomas family had lived only three blocks fromthe scene
of the blind pig raid. A few ¥minutes after 5:00 a.m. a police
cruiser had its rear window smashed by an empty bottle. Shortly
thereafter a lit' r basket was thrown through the window of a
store. A youth pdlice nicknamed, "Mr. Greensleeves," because of
the green shirt he was wearing, was shoutin_,. "We're going to
have a riot," and exhorting the crowd to vandalism.

At 5:20 @.m. Commie=cinner Ray Girardin was notifiedy amd "=
immediately called MayorpCavanagh. Seventeen officers from other
areas were ordered into the 10th Precinct. By 6:00 a.m. police
dept. strength had grown to 369 men. Of these, however, only 43
were committed to the immediate riot area. By that time the
number of persons on 1l2th Street was in the process of growin~

into the thousand: ind widespread window-smashing and looting wss

-V K .
Although a block to eit+har eida Af 12+h Gtreet w - were
fine middle class distric tment houses created

a density of more than 21,000 pereons per square mile, almost
double the city average. Only 18 percent of the residents were

homeowner: percent of the housing was considered so substandard
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started shooting in there . . . not one of our policemen would
have come out alive. I am convinced it would have turned into
a race riot in the conventional sense."

Many of the police officers were being used to guard key
installations in other sections of the city in the fear that the
dis

1at
had been the scene of the 1943 riot, was saled off 1
effort not to attract people to the scene, media of mass com-
munication were cooperating in reporting no news of the riot.
As a result, numerous police officers had to be detailed to
protect the 50,000 spectators that were expected at that after-
noon's New York Yankees-Detroit Tigers baseball game.

Early in the morning a task force of community workers had
gone int he area to dispel rumors and act as counter-rioters.
Such a task force had been singularly successful at the time of
the Kercheval incident in the summer of 1966, when scores of
people had gathered at the site of an arrest. Kercheval, how-
ever, was a Wk higher-income area, with few stores, that also
happened to have the city's most effective police-community
rel

_ members of the task force were able to
inject themselves into the situation on 12th Street, it had
already gotten out of hand. novement from a serious to a

critical stag: apparently began when a rumor threaded its way
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throuach the crc--® **-* a man had been bayonetted by the police
- attempt weep the streets. Mxixxixex Missiles
began to be thrown at the officers. By 1:00 p.m. the first of
the serione firee had heen setp=n hour later smoke was gux
bi%%g¥é§ﬁg L tEferenbeak at least four different

1---tfew~ -—= firemen were being harrassed and pelted with

The Michigna State POlice, who had been alerted xearlier,
were requested to come to the city's assistance. Shortly after
3:00 p.m even $Re State Police were arriving, the riot spread

from 12th STreet into other business districts.






ration a Negro had the greater kxx his
inequality in income vis-a¥-vis the white tended to be.
WhereasKas the income of whites and Negroes with arx a 7th grade
education was about equal, the/?ﬁiéig of whites with a
high school diploma p was $1,600 more
than that of Negroe ® and white college graduates
made $2,600 more per year than their Negro counterparts.

In fact, as far as his income was concerned, it made very

little differ~~~e to a Negro whether he had attended school

for 8 years ¢ 2,



a larger number of Negroes were included. By the Fall of 1967
some of the programs were still close:

High school diplomas from inner c..y svivvaesyweyarded by
personnel directors as less than valid. 1In July of 1967 unemploy-
ment was higher than it had been for five years. In the 12th
Street area it was estimated to be between 12 and 15 percent for
- men; ! 30 percent or higher for those under 25.

\1though Mayor Cavanagh had appointed many Negroes to  kady
positions in his administration, in elective office the population
was still grossly underrepresented. Of nine councilmen, only one

was a Nearo. Of seven members of the school board., onlvy two were

‘tores had closed its doors. Ryx#

Jy 4:00 p.m. the rioting, looting and burninq/ sprea er
an everfiwider area. There was no longer any hope of the restora-
tion of order without a massive respons: M ““e Ntional Guard was
called for.

At 6:57 p.m. the first xnﬁxappn'moops appeared on the streets.
At 9:07 p.m. the first shiper fire was reported. At 12:25 a.m.,
Monday, July 24th, the first person died. He was a 45-year old
white man, shot by the owner of the store he was looting. fAs

the entire social order began to show signs of disintegrating B
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into chaos, individual resvonses sometimes were unexpected.

Twenty-four year old ﬂ.G., a Negro born in Savannah, Georgia,
had arrived in Detroit in 1965 in order to attend Wayne State
University. Rebellion had been building mp in him for a long
time because "You just had to bow down to the white man.® For
example: A~hen the insurance man would come by he would always
call out to my mother by her first name and we were expected to
smile and greet him happily. . . Man, I know he would never have
thought of me or my father going to his house and calling his
wife by her first name. Then I once saw a white man slapping a
young pregnant Negro woman on the street with such force that
she just spun around and fell. 1I'll never forget that." The
memory of violence committed against Negroes in the south, for
which no one had ever been punished, still rankled in him.

When a friend called to tell him about the riot at 12th
Street, vent there expecting "a true revolt," but was"dis-
appointed as soon as I saw the looting begin. I wanted to see
the people really rise up in revolt. When I saw the first per-
son coming out of the store with things in his arms, I really
got sick to my stomach and wanted to go home. Rebellion against
the white suppressors is one thing, but one measly pair of shoes
or some foo completely ruins the whole concept."

p» was standing in a crowd, watching firemen work when
Fire Chief Alvin Wall called out, asking_fpr help from among the
spectators. E.G. retpvuumcwe, v mumeews “u;t color someone is,
whether they are green or pink or blue, I'd help them if they

were in trouble. That's all there is to it.”



He worked with the firemen for four days, the only Negro
in an all-white crew. (Of 1700 men in the fire department there
wxre only 40 Negroes) Elsewhere, at scattered locations, a
half dozen other Negro youths pitched in to help the firemen.

ANRKBEXXXXQ@RXHRXBREXAREXKBRX

A xme - o e e o S B
‘n~lice protection for firemen was sporadic. As a result, the
uvider was issued that whenever firemen were subjected to attack,
whether by rocks and bottles or sniper fire, they were to aban-
don whatever fire they were working on and withdraw ¢~~~ +%e area.
As desperate resident employing garden hoses attempt
to keep the flames from spreading to their homes from adjacent
business astablishment itnessed the withdrawal of the firemen,
they were s led to believe that the #withdrawal was in-
tended as an act of retributiony =~tagonism against the firemen
increased.

Since a moderate breeze was blowing, there were many in-
stances of a xxexxp fire spreading from its original location.
This led to erroneous reports that entire blocks were being fire-
bombe” and destroyed. At one point, out of a total of 157
piect .re apparatve with which Detroit was equipped, 153 were

engaged in fightir res. HWker
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One area of the ghetto remained insulated from the
riot fever. On the northeast side a district of some
fifty square blocks inhabited had bee
guided into organizing itself wemisew: Oy the
Institute of Urban Dynamics. Bandinr #n~ethear in +ha
Positive Neighborhood Action Committ
professional advice but with communi
for the improvement of the neighborhood. 1In order to meet
the need for recreational facilities,which the city was not
providing, tl dents managed to raise $3000 to purchase
a number of/T8¥&Y for playgrounds. Although opposed to
ﬂéban)ﬂ%newal they agreed to co-sponsor with the Archdio-
cese of Detroit a housing project in which the block Liubs

would have equal control.

— r e - - '_IE ;E (la- -— ~vaey

Lﬂhnn the riot broke out the residents, through the block

clubs, were hble to organize quickly to seal off the area.
Youngsters, agreeing to stay in the ‘,neighborhood, partici-
pated in detouring traffic. Even though many persons identi-
fied with the rioters as far as a rebellion against the sys-
tem was concerne >nly two small fires -- one of them in

an empty building--were set,. ere was no violence

A
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combined forces, requested that the city relight the darkened
streets. Mayor Cavanagh rep . that he would be happex happy
to do so if the troops would stop shooting out the wf———* lights.

As troops were busy shooting out lights at one such loca-
tion, a radio newscaster reported over the air that he was
pinned down by sniper fire. persons of every description
arming themselves, and guns being fired accidentally & or on the
vaguest pretex: all over the city, it became more and more im-
possible to kmew tell who was shooting at whom. Firemen, con-
trary to lawaere arming themselves. One shot a fellow fireman}
another shot himself. A National Guardemp: and a fireman were
felled by high caliber bullets whose origin it was impossible to
determine.

The Chief of Police in Highland Park, a separate political
enéit: surrounded by the city of Detroit, recalled that one
shiper proved to be an old white drunk, shooting from the top of
an pEapartment building. x¥Rxexxfims

Hrfexx Unverified reports received by Commission investiga-
torsy tell of street gangs roaming the city, firing a shot here
and a shot there, then disappearing before the arrival of police.
National Guard gunfire killed one women when she stood silhowtted
in the window of her motel.

A four-year old girl was shot to death when troopers opened
up with machine guns in response to the flash of a cigarette being
lighted.

Of the 43 persons who were killed during the riot, the
Detroit Prosecutor's office was able to issue warrants in only six

of the cases. In 8 no action was taken or recommended, because no



R.R., a 27-year old coin deale had bought a three-story house on
Street, an integrated middle class neighborhood. 1In May of

1966, R.R., together with his wife and child, had moved to New

York and had rented the house to three young men. After several

months neighbors began to report to R.R. that the house was

being used for wild parties.

In March of 1967, R.R. instituted eviction proceedings
against the tenants. Th were still pending when the riot broke
out. On WEdnesday, July 26th, R.R., concerned about what might
happen to the house, decided to fly to Detroit. When he arriveq)
he &t went to his mother's house to pick up his 17-year old
brothe and another teenager. Together the three i vwvent
to the house on _!'Street, where they discovered the tenants were
not at home. R.R. called his attorney, who advised him to take
physical possession of the house.

Taking an old .22 caliber rifle with them for protection,
the three men entered the house. R.R.'s l7-year old brother took
the gun into the cellar and fired it several times into a pillow
in order to test it.

At 7:45 p.m. R.R. called Mrs. R. in New York and advised her
that he was changing the locks on the house. At 8:45 p.m. he
called her again and told her that the tenants had returned and he
had refused to let them in. He also askec send the family's

watchdog for protection.
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During the daylight hours of July 26th there were 534
That evening between 8:30 and 11:00 p.m. there were 255. Most
were unconfirme” and many turned out to be completely unsub-
stantiatedx vgt with the proliferation of such reports, the
pressure on law enforcement officers to discover some sniperq(r
became tremendous. Homes were booken int. ind searches made on
the flimsies ips.

Before the arrest of a secretary in the City Assessor's
office called attention to the situation on Friday, July 28th,
any person with any kind of a gun in his home was liable to be
picked up as a suspect.

Of the 27 persons who were ax charged with sniping, 22
had the charges against them dismissed at the preliminary hearings.
One pleaded guilty to possession of an unregistered gun and was

~ivan a enenadndod sentence. Exaxix Tric of the rema ing four -






in Tampa has, in fact, been involved only infrequently. Most
riots have built up in stages from a minor police arres

'tably nostly in smaller cities puth the residents and the
police bec e so convinced that a riot was about to take place
that this very expectation, like the buildup of opposing armies
along a hostile border, tended to lead to a clash.

The riots that have taken place in the United States over
thecaurse of the past several summers, may be traced through six
identifiable stages: These are:

(1) Embryonic

(2) Out of control

(3) Community involvement

(4) Massive response

(5) Breakdown ¢y the social order

}6) Control

The vast majority of the riot situations never reached the
third stage. 1In only three cities, Los Angeles, Newark and
Detrnit. did a rint pass through all six stages.

The focal point for the commencement of
every riot has been a high density area. 1In the majority of
cases this has been at or in the vicinity of a hohsing project.
Where a housing project has not been involvedv the location has
been some other centralized one where a large number of y —;*: people
could gather quickly.

In Atlanta it was a shopping center surrounded by overcrowded
apartment buildings.

In Detroit -- as in Grand Rapids -- it was a main business
thoroughfar 10ted for the prevalence of wice, from which over-

crowded apartment® houses and residences were set back on both
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As descriptions of the police action on the scene are passed
from mouth to 1 1ith they become magnified and distorted.
O+ther actions of the police in the past which, as _ result
o adequacy in m police procedure for handling grievances
have never been resolved and have thus been left festering in
the minds of the peqle, are brought upx -~~on the current inci-
dent is minextricably interwoven with those of the past.
Information is exchanmed regarding the practices of
merchants and landlord an justices and indignities, both
real and fancied, suffered by the people. At this juncture

the gathering may be regarded as a massive gripe session, lack-

ing an outlet for the expression of the gripes.

If A a significant official, such as
FhAa macraws A vtham +ha ~virmas mawr ha A vranéaA AndEha
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ially if it is an obviously hostile crowdqfrom the fringes of
which occasional rocks m thrown. The standard concept of
law enforcement is to break up an illegal demonstration or
march., There has been a failure to.recognize that such tactics
are not applicable to ghetto gatherings.

In the traditional demonstration or march, diverse people
from diverse areas unite to protest against one specific object
or one specific policy. 8ug When such a march is broken up,
the physical unity of the group tends to be dissolvec mmi

people are scattered they return to the diverse areas and pursuits



which are their norm.

The dynamics of the/gggﬁgging are entirely different.
Since such gatherings tend to be political meetings of the
most primeva  jJras: -oots nature, to disperse them is to
disperse frustrations that have not had an opportunity for
release. Since the people are native to the area in which they
are gathering, to disperse them is the opposite of useful.

When police in one city shouted to demonstrators: "Go home .

the retort was are he=- --=- = - bee-
The folly of ¢ i p
tically demonstrated in Plainfield and Newark, where police
directly inhibited the political proces: and immediately there-
afte. witnessed the commencement of widespread violence.
fact, every effort should be made to contain the protest within
the bounds of political expression. Although at loggerheads
with gﬁi police department, the Mayor of New Brunswick, New
Jersey, was vindicate ® in her use of
political means to solve the crisis. key words
in the lexicon of riot prevention during the embryonic stage
are: "Isolate and contain."
Police must be able to act swiftly enough and in large
enough force to seal off the area in which the crowd has
gathered and to prevent it, as muhh as possible, from scattering
into business streets where longstanding grievances against
commercial practices are likely to be transformed into the phy-
sical acts of window-smashing, looting and firebombing.
Simultaneously, since agressive action by the police xz will
almost surely aggravate the anger and resentment of athe Negro

crowds, the police should meke every effort to avoid playing the

role of Zﬁ%ﬁzﬁ mrArrA~as EAa.






the situation to systematically rob stores. The most devastating
reaction occurs when police remain visible, buf %vecause of the
fewness of their numbe: amidst a vast mass of rioter ippear

to have been rendered impotent.

In Cincinnati, although the disturbance spread, in no case
were law enforcement officers outnumbered to the extent that they
were not ¥ able to react and, as a result, although there were
isolated actions in various portions of the city, they were
easily controllable.

In Tampa, where police were caught unprepare® they remained
out of the area entirely until they were able to move in suf-
ficient force to control the situation. Wherea: this resulted
in considerable destruction at one 1oca1§/ and in terms of scope
of the area and numbers of the peopl nnot be equated with
such cities as Detroit and Los Angel t did effectively pre-
vent the creation of the psychological image of a police ém Me-force

ment that has been overwhelmed.

Once it becomes apparent that
arrests are not being made, mmxe spectators,and bystanders,
young and old, begin to join in the looting. As people see
neighbors with goods in their hands¢ walking about freely under
the evee nf +he police,/zgge of the stores from which these
good: >ing up in flames, there is a rationalization that
what is going to burn anyway might as well be made use of. The

stigma of theft is removed and the "carnival atmosphere" that

numerous witnesses have spoken of, sets in. At this stage of a
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meanin ‘lections in a window were interpreted w® sniper fire.
A man lighting a cigarette was thought to be a fire bomber “§he
behavior of a drunk driver was interpretgd a amikaze assault.

As police began using gunfire int:::rattempt to capture
looters, and National Guard troops used their weapons for such
diverse purposes shooting out streetlights and swmmeming-
o+ firing at cars that failed to halt at roadblocks, reports of
sniper fire spiralled upward in number, Bven as looters were
cleared from the streets and fires were being controlled, the

intensity of the major._ riots incongruously heightened. 1In

every case the death to}l rose precipitately. 1In every case
the impression was implanted that nem t numbers of the deaths
were due to sniper fir?} though law enforcement officers,
who, logicall would be the target of such snipers, escaped
virtually unscathed.

“ As the atmosphere of
fear and chaos continued, some of the safeguards that society
has constructed to insure the maintenance of orde anc. ake
every person accountable for his actions, began to show signs
of cracking. Arrests were made if a person was seen carrying a
bag of groceries or had a suitcase of clothes in his car.
People wexe swept up en —---e in the streets disappeared for
days into detention facilities.

In Newark some police officers, adopting the behavior of
rioters whom they had been arresting, engaged in the destruction
of property. Tr» Ne+rnjt, a police officer withe

record, commit: criminal acts. In a motel, several officers
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in their determination to interrogate suspects, began playing
"a gam-" and before the game was ended, three persons had

been shot to death.

Law enforcement officers wild
tip in the case of the M geles or
the sniping reported from the 1} in Detroit

as if they came from the most

Media of mass communications reported rumors and o h
spot items without checking on them, and by the very nature of
their being broadcast, they tended to assume the authority of
fact.

As the successful implementation of
curfews by large numbers of law enforcement personnel success-
fully cleared the streets of affected citi¢ and £xx fire
discipline was restored to troops and polié;, the number of

incidents reported rapidly diminished. In no case did the

withdrawal of troops lead to a resumption of riotous activity.



ANALYSIS

For an America that had beeome accustomed to the Negro's
acceptance, by and large, of the inferior status assigned to
him, to his passive non-violent response to active acts of
violence perpetrated against him, and to his never-ending re-
liance on legal redress to force compliance with @ nation 8
laws that in some sections were being ignored or evaded, the
revelation that Nearnes wonld advocate resbvondina to force with
force was a
startling one.

The demagoguery and braggadocio of Rap Brown's declara-
tions: "We built this country up, and we can burn it down,”
created among whites a mood of fear and anger and a readiness
to believe that organized rebellion was throbbing in the heart
of every city. Many young militant Negroes, conversely, had
become disenchanted with an evolutionary process that appeared
to hold little promise for them in their lifetimesx lieving
they had nothing to losg, Jhey accepted the philosophy that
riot was a leégitimate means of protes’ 1ind that the looting of
white businesses and destruction of white property in the black
ghettos was, in fact, not a criminal act, but just retribution
for "exploitation.®

2As the summer of 1967 approached, therefore, a climate

much of
had been created inwhich/white America expected riots, and
many young Negroes were willing to oblige on the slightest

pretext.



SOCIO~-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS

Located as they have been, at the bottom of the ladder,
Negroes have been the last to benefit from the revolutionary
technological and economic changes that have . raltered
America's social structure in the Past 50 years. At a time when
75 percent of America's high school graduates are going on to
college, in many ghetto school 50 percent or more of the
pupils are dropping out. Until 1954 the Southern schools the
Negro had mamattended had been forced to operate on a fraction of
the budget of the white schools. Teachers with inferior educa-
tions, working in inferior facilities, had produced inferiore
educated pupils. As these pupils fram flocked and continue to
flock to urban areas in one of the great migrations of history,
they have been unable to compete. As their sons and daughters
enter big city schools these schools, geared largely to the
education of middle class children, began to have difficulty
coping with the new arrivals. 2Tkexk

The American educational system, a major factor in the

growth of American affluence, began to show signs of cracking

Negro, an outgrowth of battles between uniors and management
in which Negroes were fr . :1ly used as strike-breakers,
aggravated the " “ack man's problems in job training and employ-

ment.















By their reaction to violence municipal authorities
have }n fac*' reenforced the impression that the militants
are right :hat petitions may be ignore’ "ut the use of
6ibwer cannot. In Los Angeles following the riot it was
discovered that with the expenditure of some effort more
than 10,000 jobs could be made mvailable to ghetto residents.
In Atlanta, grievances that had gone unanswered for months
B sudde‘ily were responded to with alacrity. In Detroit
militants were, for the first time, included in the city's
planning. Everywhere the persons who suffered the greatest
loss of prestige were the Negroes who had “ — :ounseled
moderation. Moderation had been responded to with platitudes

militanch with results.
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tensions in that city. The problem is aggravated by the fact
that not only are the most restless &x and most militant Negroes
primarily young, so that they have had little opportunity to
participate in the political process, but many of them have no
conception of w how t%gt process warke .

]
A youth in Plain..c--,

only recently learned that the Council had not even forwarded
the list of grievances to the Federal Gowernment in WAshington."
> such circumstances the question, "Where are the Negro
leaders?" asked oftentimes during the riots, takes on almost
comic connotation. 1In fact, the middle class Negro whom whites
have tended to identify as the Negro leader is, to the Negro
masses, no more acceptabl spokesman than the president of

» to the United Auto Workers:

‘ery gains that the middle~class Negro has
made during the past fifteen years has served to alienate the
bla~» m=~~~~- Fomm him R

i1e civil rights drive apr aired to be
largely an alliance between liberal whites and the middle class
Negro, its achievements benefitting the middle class.
For a man, wondering whether he had enough money to buy
the next meal for his family, the question of whether or no he
could eat in an expensive white restaurant was academic.

Traveling for a few hours on a s jregated bus might be tolerable,

but living under a white thumb in a decrepit shack was intolerable.
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In one city where officers were compelled to attend a
community relations course, it was refarred to by them as
"Nigger loving school."” IH- had)presumablz,in-
stituted a comprehensive cc itions prograq)the
Director of Police told Commission investigators that he did
not see "much basis whatsoever to the various complaints of
Negro groups as to their social and economic conditions."

captain called the program "a crock." Another captain
declared that there was no doubt in his mind that "many of
my men say 'you black fuck'." However, he added that he did
not consider that this constituted abusive language because,
in the vernacular of the community :he word "mother-fucker"
is regarded as "hello."

In another city the Chief of Poli . tue
majority of officers approach the Negrc €-=<l: =sith sl coma
courtesy as a white family.F The Deput
you have to use a "double standard" in dealing with Negroes.
He equyined that: "When you go into their homes, for example,

you have to adjust to the situation," that "you cannot use the
polite language that you would use in a white middle class home.
You have to make a show of force, otherwide you would not be
understood,"” because "politeness is construed as weakness."
sequently, the police have neither the image nor the support
in the Negro ¢ munity that they do in the white, Because of the
high Negro crime rate the law enforcement officer tené to view

every black person as a suspect t the overwhelming ma® majority

of wkem victims of Negro crimes are Negroes -- in one Detroit
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precinc’ where 78 percent of identified assault offenders were
Negroes, 76 percent of the victims were Negroes -- and the
camplaints of the victims is that the police fail to respond
expeditiously;and when they do arrive, are apt to regard the
crime not as seriously as a smx similar offense committed in a
white area. As a result the police tend to be looked upon more
as a force of occupation than a | keeper of law and order.

As greater and greater ameas of a city become inhabited by
Negroes, precinct stations become bastions, the primary
allegiance of whose defenders is not to ehe citizens, but to
each other. Problems of police recruiting become critical x

itegsare reluctant to enter a profession in which the expec-
tation is one of flaily stress and antagonism. Negroes are
reluctant to enter a profession, the community wiew of which is
negativ% and in which Negro officers traditionally have been
isolated.

It is the police, therefore, who, as a constant irritant,

are most likely to inflame the Negro community.

AVAILARTT.TTV QOF OPTTONS

The recourse fo violence, whether by the action of an
individual, the institutionalized process of a nation's engage-
ment in wa >or the haphazard eruption into xeim riot by a mob,
traditionally k tends to come as a last resorE)when other options
have been msmixup exhausted. example: For the poverty-
stricken individual in a rural area the option remains to move

to the city. For the resident of a small city w" " the option
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remains to move to a larger city. For the people living in an
area that overtly practices discriminatio- *he option remains
to move to an area which, purportedly, does not. For the in-
habitants of a city whose government is unresponsivg)the option
remains to elect a government that will be more responsive. -z
then ,2£xxkh this new government proves unwilling or unable to
materially improve the conditions of the peoplgfthe availability
of nonviolent options has been exhausted.

In the three cities with major riots; Los Angeles, Newark
and Detroit, Negroes had voted overwhelmingly for a "liberal
administration" which they expected to produce change. When
this expectation proved unfulfillec “he probability of a riot
became s&a mw great.

In Los Angeles and Newark the explosion came five years

after the election; in Detroit, six.

DITMADC ANDND CNTDOR'DC

As a result of the riot climate that had been created,
much of the nation's press was ready to seize upon any dis-
turbance and gescribe it as a "riot." Acts of violence and
destruction committed by rioters —“—*" amplified in some cities
by the massive and inappropriate response of National Guardsmen
and law enforcement @¢fficers :hen further exaggerated by re-
porters and headline writerf intil the population of the United
States could believe itsel” reasonably :o be faced with a state
of civil insurrection in which organized guerilla bands were

roaming city streets.
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civil disturbance. Reporters unfamiliar with and B inexperienced
in x Repmxxexx the coverage of riots often accepted as fact/
second and third-hand accounts and expressions of opiniong.
Any person xkmx injured by gunfire from an unknown source,was

hot by ¢ niper." Officials played statistical games which
kunre turned bad situations into seemingly catastrophici_ ones.
Impressive figures on riot injuries were compiled by such
devices as listing poison ivy as a "riot-connected" injury.

2

01 :xity's fire department listed 82 injuries, incl%
P4

such as "“211 on hand, injuring right little finger% "Pain in
back, fell over and couldn't straighten up," Hnd, "€all off
apparatus which moved."” Only two of the men were injured by
missiles and none by sniper fire, yet the overriding impression
created was that many of them had been hurt as a result of
direct acts against them by the populace.

A representative sample of e# the repertorial distortions:

"“‘——‘, Fla., June 13 (AP) -- Rampaging Negroes burned and

looted Tampa's sprawling slums Monday for the second night,
battling with about 1,000 heavily-armed police and National
Guardemen T e

"Police repeatedly were pinned down by snipers throughout
the night and early morning hours. A cruiser reported at 2:00 a.m.
it was receivina sniper fire from two sides."

The fact: ATampa on the second night there was only
scattered, light action.

Ohio, June 14 (AP) -- National Guardsmen .--
bayonets and machine guns ready -- reinforced police today
after, "huge bands of marauders" hadf scattered racial
violence, fire, looting and vandalism in Cincinnati.

The fact: The trouble was confined to/éggiggggaéf youths

riding about here and there in various sections of the city.
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we+r--+-  June 20 (UPI) -- One man was killed and three
persons were wounded tonight in gun battles between Negroes
and polici s violence broke out for th =2cond night

The fact: There was no gunfire by Negroes.

The Detroit News on Saturday, July 1! reported

Newark:

"Negro rioters k in hit-and-run gquerilla-type a
spread racial violence to four nearby towns today wh
shootingifrom ambush positions fought several gun ba
NationalsGuardsmen and police.u. . . Negro yvuuus aium
the riot sector told newsmen that Black Musiims took part in
the violence and they mix¢§ lye with molasses -- and'when they
throw it at a the cops, it sticks.'"

The Fact: There were no such hit-and-run guerilla-type
attacks; there were no gun battles from ambushj and there was

no molasses thrown at the police.

On July 26th the Detroit News reported: ree uniden-

tified Negro youths were killed in a gunfight behind the
Algiers Motel, Woodward and Virginia Park.

"Theamxbodies were found on the ground floor of the
Algiers Manor, a three-story annex to the motel.

"Police and Guardsmen were called to the scene about
midnight when sniping began from the Manor.

"Homicide Detective Edward nyggid shots were coming from
the 588‘("‘ and ~ windows on all floors.

"Pplice and Guardsmen were pinned down for several minutes
before the firing stopped.™”

The Fact: There is no evidence that anyone fired out of
the motel. Two of the youths were shotgunned down by polic- and
the death of the third is still being investigated. Murder

charges have been filed against one officer.
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warfare in city streets

#4yatch for houses with one screen off a window on the
second floor,' he said matter-of-factly. ¥#And keep your eye
peeled for second floors where one window has the shade down
and the other is open a crack.' )

'can you spot them by muzzle blasts when they fire? I
asked. , not any more,. he said. ‘They've gotten smart.
They open the window a little, move way back in the room and
then fire. -

'They can snipex away for hours and you can't see then
We were even taking fire from burning buildings last night."

Europen newspapers began calling American cities "Riots-

ville, U.S.A." The Communist Press reveled in/%gglencc and

exploited it to the hilt.

CONSPIP2rvV ANN QPSANIZATION

The Commission is wonducting a continuing and extensive

investigation into the question of organization in the riots.
To date no evidence of a conspiracy has been found. Empirical
tests tend to indicate the unlikelihood of such a conspiracy.

ts did not take place concurrently in major cities so as to
create the greatest possible strain on law enforcement agencies.
In most communities the issues were loca” and in many of them
militant Negroes attempted to bring about a solution of the

problems by political means.
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Conspirators, if they existed, were utterly inept. 1In
Cambridge, Maryland, the Gcheduled Rap Brown's visit for the
same night that the local unit of the National Guard held its

. weekly drill, Nowhere were industrial installations
attacked, even though in Los Angeles manufacturing plants --
including one producing,NQpalm -- worth hundreds of millions
of dollars, were left unguarded. In Newark wea the Telephone
Tvrhanaoe controlling an entire section of the Eastern Seaboard

Los Angeles to Plainfield fire chiefs reported that
if Molotov cocktails had not been made in the most amateurish
fashior #kexe their effect would have been far greater. @rx=

On a = xx number of occasions black militants comp ed,
both to newspaper reporters and Commission investigatorg :hat
they had bee caught unprepared by the riots and thwrefore had
not been able to exploit them. avidence is overwhelming

the

militant as "an outside agitator,"” only to discover that he had
lived 1 of his life.

In fact, rioters have concenrated almost exclusively on
vandalizing and destroying businesses dealing in consumer goods
that were useful, negotiable and could be transported easily.
Highly flammable installations, such as gasoline station: shich
would be a logical target ii massive destruction were the prin-
cipal intent, have escaped virtually unscathed.

Before the summer of 1967 H. Rap Brown and Stokely Carmichael
set the trap. Their intent was to convince Negroes that only by
uniting and separating themselves fromt:he W :» community could
they escapé the genocide being planned for them. It was their

contantionk that America would never willingly grant equality to
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— Negroeg,but that the response would be one of violence.

Hence, the greaterk the violence that was reported, the
more grist was manufactured for their mill. They interpret
the reports of scores of :  ty~—® snipers as evidence that t]
black man was uniting and had reached the stage of guerilla
warfiare. The reaction of aut .ties with massive force gwa
pro6f that the campaign of genocide had gone into effect.

Everywhere that Commission investigators went they were
told by white and black, high and low, that the riots had
polarized the communtiy. Everywhere middle class Negroes b
identifying with the riotersj) ~7erywhere the feeling besems
prevalent among Negroes that all other options had been use:
and that now militancy was the only possible recourse.

A Negro businessman in Detroit expressed himself in sy
pathy with the rioter =ven though two of his stores had be:
sacked.

A Negro police officer in Atlanta said he believed riots
were a good thing because they appeared to be the only way to
vshake whites out of their apathy and call attention to the

problem.
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"We will go home when you get the police out of the area."
Requested by several city commissioners to pull
the polic . the Cr used, He was then given a
difect order to pull back by the mayor.
" According .to the Chief, he had "been a police sfficer
for 24 vears and had never félt so bad."
elements of the same crowd, which.

e L8

was @ n the night before and contained per-









Section 6 —- Plainfield

New Jersey's worst violence outside of'Newa;k was
experienced by Plainfield, a pleasant, treéfshaded ciey
of 45,000. A "bedroém.community," more than one-~-third of
whose residents work outside the city, Plainfield had
had few Negroes until the 1950's. By 1967 the Negro pop-
ulation had risen to an estimated 30 percent of thé total.
As. in Englewood, there was a division between the
Negro middle class, which liyea in the Eastside "gilded
ghetto,"” and theAunskilled, unemployed and underemployed

poor on the Westside.
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On one of the quie street two young

.

Negroes, D.H. and L.C. had been neighbors. D.H. had gradu-

ated from high school, attended Fairleigh Dickinson

\

&
University and, after'receiving a ‘'degree in psychology,
had obtained a job as a reporter on the Plainfield

Courier-News.

L.C. had dropped out of high school, become a worker
in a chemical plant, and, although still in his 20's, héd
married and fatheréd seven children. A man with a strong
sense of family, he liked sports and played in the local
baseﬁall league} .Active in civil right;, he had, like
the civil rights organizations, over the years, becoine
more hiiitant; ‘For a period of time he had been a Musiim;v

Shortiy after midnight, in an attempt to cap the
eruption,'D.H. and the two Negro councilﬁen met with the
youthé-in the housing project. Although the focal point
of the youths' bitterness was the attitude of the pdlicé—-
until 1966 police had used the word "nigger" over thg

police radio and one officer had worn a Confederate belt

“buckle and had flown a Confederate pennant on his car --

their complaints ranged far and wide over local and national

issues. There was an overriding cynicism and disbelief

that government would, of its own accord, make meaningful

-
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At 3:00 o'clock Sunday morning a heavy rain Began‘

to fall, scattering whatever éroups remained on the

streets, .

In the morning police made no effort to cordon off
the area. As white sightseers and churchgoers drove by
the housing project there were sporadic incidents of rock-

throwing and violence. During the early afternoon these

increased,

|V WY TSP T WU S T DU BN, s o~
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vw draw up a formal petition of grievances. As the youths

gathered it became apparent that some of them had been

drinking. A few kept drifting away frgm the parking lot
where the méeting was‘being held to.throw rocks at paésing
cars. It was decided to move everyone at the meeting to
Greenﬁrook Park, a county park several biocks away.
Between 150 and 200 persons, including almost all of
fhe rockthrowers, piled into a caravan of'cars and.headed
for the park. At appgoxiﬁately 3:30 ;.m. £h¢ Chief of
the Union County Park Police arrived to find the group
being addresséd by David Sullivan, Executiye Director of
the Human Relations Commission. He "informed Mr. Sullivan

he was in violation of our park ordinance and to disperse

the group." Sullivan and L.C. attempted to explain that
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Negro youths chased him. Gleason stumbled, regained
his balance, then had his feet knockgd out fromm under
him. A scorc of youths began t§ beat him and kick himx.

. Some of the residents in the apartmenf house attempted.to
iﬁtervene, but they were brushed aside. D.H. believes
that, under the circumstances and in the atmosphere that
prevailed at that moment, any police officer, black or
white, would have been killed.

After they had beaten Gleason to death, the ybuths
took D.H.'; camera from him and smashed it.

fear swept over tﬁe ghetté. Many residents -~ both

(:> lawless énd law-abiding -~ were convinced, on the basis
of what hadiodcurred in Newark, that law enforcement off-
icers would coﬁe{4“+ﬂ tha ~hatta chantinay hant An van~a_

vas

stolen from a nearby arms manufacturing

-

Law enforcement officers continued their cordon about
the area, but made no attempt to enter it except, occasion-—
ally to rescue someone. National Guardsmen arrived shortly

11
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mass search of the area, At 2:00 p.m. a cdnvoy
of State Police and Natiopal Guard troops prepared to
enter the area. 1In ofder to direct the search as to

. N s
likely locations, a handful to Plainfield police officers

were spotted throughout the 28 vehicles of the convoy.

As the convoy prepared to depart, the State Community

a * . . -~ L8 e . B . LN [ S ~¢ . a A -~

citizens.
(j\
J

As the search for carbines in the community progressed,

tensions increased rapidly. According to witnesses and

NnAatrerns rnar rannardco e~rma man in tha caarmah fArmae loft anart.

An hour and a half after it was beaun. the search

. of the search, in a meeting charged with emofion, the
entire Department threatened to resign unless the State
Community Relations Director left the city.

On Friday, exactly a week after the first outbreak,
the city started returning to normal.
' 14
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