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At approximately 6:00 p.m. 8k Saturday night

o et

the Mayor and Police Chief of Plainfield t-" -phoned Seesnsr
#l___ in the Newar‘fhrmory to request ass _ nce in dealing with
'1::: ﬂcﬁ _L';‘jﬁ:ation. Afl a result,Mlice officers
were sent into the city tha t night. '

At abourd dawn on Sunday, the state's Commissioner of
Community Affairs received a & phone call from a member of
the Governor's xkfx staff requesting him or a member of
his staff to travel to Plainfield immediately in order to ®
provide the same type of services th they had pxmximx
provided in Newar&f-- ie., contact with the Negro
community. The Commissioner immediately made arra ng ments for
three membess of his kxfffxkmx staff to go to Plainfield
to exximmmx evaluate the situ‘tion.

, Eir93e§9¥96§-if§ﬁﬁnﬁ?ﬂu P-p., the Atté;g;e/é eneral of

the State, the Commissionerof Community Affairs, and the
g3pm Superintendent of the 8kxxxmx State Police arrived in Riminfsm
Plainfield. A meeting was arranged at city hall for xhax
7:30 p.m. be tween the state and city officials am and membe=xs
of the Negro community .

The prime topic of discussson of the city hall meeting
over which the Community Affairs Commissioner presided was
a tightening of the pe.,.nfter around the Negro ghetto so that
no outside vehicles or police cars would be permitted to
enter. During the course of the meeting several Negro leaders
said that it was the understanding of the Negro groups that the

state mibwx and city officials were to return the visit mEkxxp
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of the Negro leaders by themselves coming xx into the k
ghetto to speak to the people. The meeting therefore adjourned
so that the officials could go into the ghetto whxktxxwm
while it was still light.

After proceeding through the checkpoint
and into the cordoned off area, the Commissioner addresseed the
crowd with a bullhorn from a xxz truck. In the meantime,
the Attorney G neeral accompanied by the State Police §upuxintnlixl;
Superintendant left the%r car and advanced to the truck from
which the addxexsxx address was beming made. In his talk
to the crowd, the Commissioner spoke for about 10-15 minutes
summarizing the ciﬁ’ hall conference and declaring that while
the sta te officials were unable to make any specific promies
xhk they would gex certainly kxizkterkxxkxxe listen to the
grievances of the Negro community and atterpt to solve some
of the problems. He then annognced the.agxeEmanxx agreement
which had been reached as to the periﬁt;r and patrol
cars in the cordoned off area, and gave the bullhorn to the
Mayor of Plainfield. However the Mayor was greeted with cat
calls from the crowd and so the Commissioner took back the
bullhofn and told the cfowd thet the Attorney #mrax General
whywas there would try to facilitate bail procedures for those
arrested in connectipn with the xx disturbances.

During the time in which the Commissioner had been
- speaking)the Attorney E&xex Gemeral aExXROXREAXSYXXKXEXH

had moved over to the proch of a house in the

area from which he was unable to hear the
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proceedings on the truck. However when he obser ved that the
speakers had Em completed, he got back into his car
and started moving away. At this point a cAowd surged
a;ound his car complétely kimkx blocking it. The
Attorney G enearal then got out of the car amd to speak
to the crowd. He told them that the perimitef would be
BkxEx strictly énforced and that akkthmmlik he had just arrived
in the city and was unaware of the charges against those
arrested. However he also stated that he would call the
Public Defender of the state ktmxdmkExmirexwheEkthExxxk in prder
weuidxkexpassikie to facilitate the release of some £
of the prisoners on bail. At this point, the-sesomebsr-cd
the crowd wiex which was both rude and unruly was diverted
and the Attorney General got back inéo his car which inched its
way out of the hk ghetto.

Upon arrival at City Hall, the state and city
officials attempted to devise a Ekk statement =#Pec for the
presg. At this point one of the leaders of the Plainfield Negro
community came into the room amr@x in which they were
meeting and indicated the importance of getting people out on
bail. Through a series of phone calls to various state
executibe and j¥udxeaxx judicial officials, a plan was devised
whereby 12 persons charged with disorderly conduct, which
is regarded as an offense and not a crime, were released
on bail.

During the next day a "selective search" for the =za 46
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K {
eazgnz carbines wad conducted in g Plainfield. According to @n &,

some=obwesyers the entire community, both Negro and white,

wexexx ¥XK was B "edgy" because of the weapons which were o L
7 Ho o’
st il1l floating k through the community. o\ r 1 officia

xexkhizxmkbrexyex, "Follwoing the xEx search, it was as
if a bottle of champagne had been opened, popped and then
gone flat. The tenssions were removed and the =mmmpim people

of the commuhity felt that law and order had been restored."
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

TO

mou) é —Howard Margolis M

SUBJECT:

paTe: November 16, 1967

I have been in touch with the OE0 people. They have
indeed sponsored a study looking for correlations
between city statistics and incidents of riots. They
expect the report in from their contractor within the
next two weeks.

They are properly cautious about drawing any firm con-
clusions from this work because of weaknesses 1in data.
So I don't expect us to galn anything terribly important
from 1it. I do think we should keep an eye on it, and I
will do so.

Bsy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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NEW BRUNSWICK -

All during the weekend that violence'sputtered,

" flared, subsided, then flared again in Plainfield, in New

Brunswick, less than 10 miles away, there were numerous

rumors that "New Brunswick was really going to blow."
L)“ add  hhon To Tl “C——‘L "L {-&MJ 3

issatisfaction in the Negro community revolved*aroundﬁﬁib\

T ' - v 1
police department,'aga the release of a white couple on

$100 bond after they had been arrested for allegedly shooting
at three Negro teenagers, '
.Again there was a feeling the law was not being
applied equally to whites and Negroes. By Monday tension
was reported, "so thick that you could eat it with a fo¥k.";
In the late afteiiign the city's yomgn mayor, Paﬁgi:iﬁ‘ o

o O P

Sheehan, who had\on&y—beeﬁ_iﬁ_ﬁffiﬁé two months, took steps

to assume direct control of the police department.

AA Negro lieutenant, John Brokaw, was appointed as

Tl /W&'{lwg /&1“1.«'
her%and authorized to bypass normal police
department changyels. ~he department®s entire Negro com-
e
plementXwas put in plainclothes and, together with community
workers, went out into the streets to expose rumors and act
olccotes’ 771 (Ll Nt

as counter-rioters. The radio station™ o play down ‘n44&‘4“€
rumors of any disturbances.

' Neverthéless, by late Monday evening, small groups

S\ = gl -

of ’eeﬂagersk e?;n breaking windows: As larger crowds

waost
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. gathered, Lild rumors swept the city: reports or armea “hﬁ‘w

C:f?iiig and white gangs; shootings, fires, beatings and death,

In fact, except for some minor looting, the atmosphere,
according to Mayor Sheehan,"had been like Halloween-- a
gigantic night of mischief."

Tuesday morning the mayor imposed a curféﬁ, further
consolidated her direct control over the police department,
and made a tape recording, played periodically over the city's
radioc station, appealing for order. All of the persons
Iwho had been picked up the previcous night were released
on their own recognizance or on low bail,

In the late afternoon the mayor and city commissioners
met with 35 angry and initiélly hostile teenagers who
"poured out their souls to the mayor;" As a result, the
mayor, the city commissioners and the Negro youths drew up
a statement attackiﬁg segregation, discrimination, inferior
educational and-employment opportunities, police harrassment,
and poor housing. Four of the young people began broadcasting
- over the radio station, urging their "soul brothers and
sisters” to "cool it, because you will only get hurt and
:tﬁe mayor has talked with us and is going to do something
for us." Other youths circulated through the streets with
the same message,

Déspite these measures, confrontation)between the

g lice and a crowd that gdthered‘ln the ghetto wae narrauly

averted that evening. The police wanted to br
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exewd. The crowd was angry at the massive show of forge V//

by the police. Asked to return to their homes
" replied: "We will go home when you get the police out
of the area." | '
Requested by the commissioners to pull the police

back, the Chief refused. He was then given a direct order
w dyu' P oAl A’»“"‘?A

According to the ctnief, he had "been a police officer

to pull back by' the mayor.

' d

for 24 years and had never felt so bad."

An hour later, elements of the same crowd, which

was an older one than the night before and contained persoﬁ;
feemi , D2'0,4)7 :
in 1 nd athered in front of the police -

station. Tgbain, the police wanted to disperse—the peopte btrHJJHQ%r’

Pby—feree. Again the mayor prevailed. She went out into ¢
the street, talked to the people and asked that she be given '
a chance to correct conditions. Over the objections of the

Chief, she agreed to let representatives of the people in-

spect the jail cells to satisfy themselves that everyone -

arrested on the previous night had been released. The ndw

Brunswick riot had failed to materialize.



. - e
THE BLACK POWER CORFERENCE -!”,/’

Even as various communities in northern New Jersey
Weré still'being.agitatéd.by the coroﬁa of the Newark
riot, 900 or more delegates from all over the United
States gatﬂered on Juiy 20 in Newark for the first natioﬁqlh_
Black Power conference, .
.The div;rse delegdtes and the organizations they
represented were.unified by only one clement: race. The
. most militapt and extrene whitgs were barred.'.Two Negro
officers of the New York Police Departméﬁt wére admitted, 
Thé organizer of.thé conferénce, Dr. Nathan Vright
Jr., himself was embiematic of the metamorphosis. in Negxo
philosophy and pgycholoéy thaﬁ.had taken place'in the United
States during the course of a few years. An Episcopal
min;stet with .six cbllege‘degrees; including a doctorate
from Harvard University, a generation ago he would havé
been identified-- whether he liked it or not-~ with the
" "Black BéurgéoiSié." In Newark he was able to cast his
lot, ideologicaliy,,with the late Malcolm X and Rap Brown.
i7' ' _ Anong the delegates there was as much disag;ggmaﬁt;;-jbk(h&i

' ek Imm-uu
< as there was agrcement. A resolution, referring to the 7 4 <

Newark riot, put the delegates‘on record as givorously
affirming "the right to exercise our unchallengeable right

to self-defense;"
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An extremist fac£ion believed that the:begt self-
defense was to attack. Many- speakers, however,twarned that
Negroes were not yet réady to confront the "white power
structure.”. Even Rap Brown warned that it would be"self-

genocide" to challenge white America to physical conflict

. at this time.,

It soon became apparent that someone, in Detroit,

was not listening,
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(you are corclially invited 1o attend
graclual{on @eremonies o)( llle
@afa g) rocessing @lass
to be held at the gncliana &e)(ormalory
&P enclleion, g ndiana, o unclay éSvening
@eceml)er 10, 1967

6:00 to 9:00 QQ/I/Z

y orclia”y yours,
v Q i (ﬁ& %,My'

DAN A. OREWILER
CLASS SPONSOR

ROBERT F. DINGER
SUPERVISOR
DATA PROCESSING CENTER

T



Howvard Margolis/October 30, 1967

TOPIC SENTENCES

l. The Interim Report deals with the immediate context
of the ricots, and consequently, its discussion and
recompendations are concerned “aith mattprs
affecting the police (and surportiag organizations such
as the National @uard.) This is nececsarily tha casne
einnra i+ 4a explosive polioce-ghetto relations that is
i1 of the riots; sn incident involving the

peolice that usually initiates the riots; and police
handling (or mishandling) of incipient disorder that
has the main influence on wvhether ordsr is vpromptly
restored or vhether it aescalates to a Datroit or Newark
catastrorh.e,
2. The Commiseion cannot state to vhat extent the
programs it recommends will lessen the vioclence next

th common sense and experience in such

ork and Ct. Louls atromgly suqgcest that

san olice~ghetto tensionsz, to irprove

@ clesr the irpoxtance of cool judgment

charqge will certainl’ helr the situation.
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3. In addition to the key areas centering on the polioce,
recommendations we believe urgent are made in such areas

as providing esffective channels for presentation and
resolution of community grievances, and for job prograxs
with concentrated impaot on younyg pep; le -- that is on the
element in the coxmunity which does most of the rioting.
Again, experience in such cities as KRew York and St. Louis
suggests that these steps are both feasible and important,
But the experience of Detroit suggests that these efforts
by themselves, without efforts to deal with police problems,
can still leave an explosive aituation;

4, Nevarthelesa, important as we feel the recommendations
of thiz Tntarim Report to be, we must =tate smphaticallv

t ¢ mnt to recognize the riots as symptoms

of much deeper, mach less easily resolved problems. ¥hether
there was an inevitablility that these underlying problems
should erupt in such a dangerous form as the urban violence
of recent surmers, ve cannot say. Stil]l less can we aay,
or do we wish to ;redict, that the programs of this Interim
Report -- which essentially are limited to dealing with
these symptoms -- will be inadeguate to substantially end
the current epldemic of rioting. But if theay do succeed --
especially if they do -- the country should not simply

return to business as usual and once more ignore the grave
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problems of discrimination, urban decay and poverty
which combine to create the dasperate situation out
of which the riots have risen. The riots must be

stopped. But to stop the riots without dealing with
their roots is the surest formula to lay the grounds
for even graver challsnges to a stable society than

we have yet seen,

5. Discrimination, urban decay, and poverty -- all
related, each aggravating the problems posed by the
others -~ are the ingredients of the problem. The
Commission, in this Interim Report, offers only a
tentative and parti=1 smnraiaal ~Ff the impact of
thease factors, sim ifforte to damte
bave been necessarily focussed main®-—- -— *+- 1—-
diate problems of the riotsy ¢ T

greater inherent difficulty in reaching judgments in
this area. We set forth what we now feel we can say,
including drawing attention to the major uncertainties

and differences of judgment on these issues.

6/ Disorimination is decidedly less of a problem
today than it ever has been in the past. DBut to say
that it still existes is an understatemant., It is an

important force in denying equal job opportunities to


https://great.er

the ghetto dweller. And it is a major factor in the
creation of the ghetto, with the grave implications
the existence of extmnasive ghettoes have both for
providing a breeding ground for desperation and dis-
order, for the decay of our great cities, and for the
sventual creation of an urban vs. suburban tensions

{compounded by race) on a scale unknown today.

7. Poverty, which is not ths peculiar possession of
the Negro community, but which falls with exceptional
forca Upon i+ malaa tha chabbn mave bhan o micacigy
enclave, hat
wa would have the riots we have experienced today.
But poverty -- especially the immersion in poverty
of the city slums -~ createe problems of its own,ex-
cplified bk the Moynihan thesis. The combination
¢f the resulting "pathology of the ghetto” together
with the unifying effeot (and able leadership) created
by the facts of racial discrimination, creates a

classic formula for organized social discontent.

8. The decay of the cities is largely a consequence
of the exodus of the bestter-off members of the com-
munity to the suburbs, leaving the cities with moge

and more problems (as the ghettoss increase in size)
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and less and less resources to deal with themx, Much

of this problem would probably have developed even if
there had been no color problem at all in this country.
But discrimination has been a powerful aggravating
force, accelerating both the outflow of affluent whites
to the suburbe, and enforcing the concentration of low
income Negrces in the central ghettoes. (There are

more poor wvhites in this country than poor Negroes, even
if we lesave out the rural poor. But the poor whites are
not nearly so concentrated in ghettoes of the central
cities, and they do not face the same pfobloma in wmoving
to the suburbs to take a job ocutside the city.) There
is no basis today for supposing that the position of the
cities will not grow continuously worse in the years
ahead in the absence of major efforts to reverse the sites-
ation. And the situation will then be aggravated even
further as the differences in racial composition between
the suburbs and the central cities baecomes even rnore

pronounced than it already is today.

9. To an extremely grave extent, all of these problems
conme to a focus in the area of jobs. The fact is that
in today's booming "full-employment™ economy, the ghetto
dweller of our large cities is living #nder the unem-
ployment conditions of the bottom of the worst years of
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the depression. But unlike the depression, the ghettoes
suffer this handicap alone, surrounded by prompperity for
the rest of the community. what has happened is this:
*full-employment” means, in fact, an unemployment rate

of about 4 percent. If this 4 percent were spread through-
out the nation, the social costs would go substantially
(even if unwarrantedly) unnoticed, and at least partiallv
offset by the economic stability (freedom frow inflation)
that comes with a situation just short of true full-employ-
ment, But it is not spread throughout the nation. Rather
it is intensely concentrated on a single group -- the'Negro
American, while this group itself is concentrated in the
crowded ghetto. Unemployment rates in the ghettoes of any
Anerican city rarely drop below 10 percent, and frequently
are 15 percent or more. Further, "underemployment”
(counting not only those who are looking for work at the
moment, but those who have less than full-time work, or
full-time work but at wages so low as to require welfare
support of some kind if they have a family) runs to upwards
of 30 percent. Thus a single group -- a group which could
not escape self-identification if it wished -- and physi-
cally concentrated in the central citiesa, bears an extra-
ordinary burden which we usually think of as spread

throughout society. Thig is perhaps the most important



single factorof the whote problem and whether it is
nacessary or prudent to allow it to continue, (and
what might be done to correct it) seems the single
most critical factor in designing programs to get below

the symptom of the riots and to the roots of the problem.
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Section ? —= CINCINNATI

On Monday, June 12, while Tampa was still smoldering, .
trouble erupted.in Cincinnati, 940 miles to the north.

Beginning in October, 1965, assaults on middle-aged

“‘white women M\whtmh several of 4 k@s were murdered 5

)
had generated an atmosphere of fear in the city. When‘
it became known that the tenEétiﬁe identification of the
 “Cincinnati'§trang1er" indicated him to be a Negro, a new
.'element‘of teﬁsio; was injected into relations between |
the races.

In Décember, 1966, a jézz musician named Posteal Laskey
was arrested and charged Qith one of the murders. In May
6f 1967 he was convicted and sentenced to death. Al though
. twd of the principal witnessgs against ﬁaskey_were Negroes,
many persons in the Nggro commﬁnity felt thagjbecauSe of
thé cha%ged atmospherg)he had pot.receivéd a fair trial. .
They Qere further incensed when, at about the same time,
a white man; convicted of manslaughter in the death of
his received a suspepded sentence.

Despite the fact fhat the case; were disgimilar,'there_
was talk in thé Negro community 'that the differeﬁce_in

the sevérity of sentences was indicative of a double standard

of justice'for white and black.

-
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Folloﬁing Laskey's convictio;  drive began in the
community to raise funds for an appeal. Laskey's cousin,
Peter Frakes, began walking the Streets, carrying a *

sar® - f~% ho~vd ~Agrticine tho "Tackey Freedom Fund

]

Lo wasaaiy aom SEvesuws cowso woolt his activities,
policé arrested Frakes on a é%éfge of blocﬁing pedestrian
traffic.
substantial portion of the Negro‘commuﬁity locked
upon the arrest as a harassingpadtion by the poliée,

similar to.the apparently selective enforcement of the

city's anti-loitering ordinance. Between January and

June, >f some 240 persdhs arrested under it{‘170
had‘g en Negré. ' | )

rakes was arrested at 12:35 A.M. on Sunday morning,
~Jdune 11. That evening, concurrently with the ccmﬁencement_
;éf a Negro Baptist Convention, it was announced in one

i -
of tﬁe churches that_a meeting to protést the Frakes arrest
and the anti-ioitering ordinance wddld bé held the fbllowing'
niéht at a junior high school in the'Avondalé District.

Without the city's reaiizing what was.occurriné, over
thelyears.proﬁest through political aﬁd.non—violeﬁt cha;nels
had been becoming more and more difficult for NEgrées- It

seemed more and more futile to the young, militant element

in the Negro community to abide by accépted procedure.

2
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Although the city's Negro population had been rising
swiftly -- in 1967, 135,000 out of the city's sod,ooo
residents were Negroes -- there ‘was oqu one Negro sitting
on the City Council. In the 1950's, with.a far'smaller'
Negro popuiatioﬂ} there had been two. Negroes attributed
this to the fact that thé ci;y had abolished its por;
‘portional representation systém of electing the nine
_ councilmen, thereby dilﬁting the Négro vofe. When a.
Negro received thé largest.total vote of any of the
councilmen -- tradifionally the criterion fér choosing
tﬁe.mayor - trédition was cast aside and a white man was
picked for mayor instead.

Alfhougﬁ)ﬁy 1967, 40 percent of the school childreg
were Négro; there was only one Negro on the Board of
AEducaiion. Of 8l members of various city éoﬁmissions,
only one was a Negro.

Under the leadership of the NAACP, picketing toock place
at the consfruction site of a new city convention hallﬂ.
to~protest lack of Negro membership in building ffédes
unions. It produced no results. When the Revefend Fred
 Shutt1e$worth, who had led.the Neéroes in the Birmingham
harch of 1963, staged a protest against alleged dis-

criminatory practices at the County Hospital, he and his



followers were arrested for trespassing. After béing
sehtegced to jail, Reverend Shutﬁleswoxth's sentence
was suspended. Placed on probation, hg w;s keé;iundér
the court's jurisdiction and prevented from leading

further non-violent protests.

Traditional Negro leaders drawn from the middle

class lost more and more of their influence as promises-

Y A

_made by the city degenef;ted into petty regults. .Iﬁ
the spripg of 1967, a group of 14 whige and 14 Negro
businessrand community leaders, called the Committee of
28, talked about 2,000 job openings for young Negroes.
Only 65 materialized. .AlmOSt one out of every eight
Cinc?ﬁnati Negfoes was unemployed. Two out of eﬁery five
Negro families were living on or below the border line
of poverty.
| A study of the West End Section of the city indicated
that one out of every four Negro men living tﬁére was ogt
of work. 1In one>ppblic»housing area two;thirds of the
fathers were missing from the home. Of private houéing
occupied by Negroeé, one-fourth was overcrowded énd half
was dila;.pi.date‘d.

In the 90 degree temperature of Mopday, June lZEh,

Negro youngsters roamed the streets. The two swimming



.poois available‘to them could accommodate only a handful.
In the Avondale Section —- which had, up to a fewiyears
béfore} been a' prosperous middle-cléss,community, but now
contained moré than half the ciﬁ&'s Négrolgopuigtionf—-

Negro youths watched white workers going to their jobs in

white-owned stores and businesses. One youth begéﬁ to count

the number of delivery trucks being driven by Negroes.
During the couﬁse of the aftefnoon, of.the 52 trucks hé
,cbuntéd, oniy one had a-Negro driver. His‘count was.
remarkably accurate. According to a study épnducted by
the Equal Employment Opportunities Commission, less than
2 per cent of truck drivers in the Cincinnati area are

Negro,

Late in the afternoon the youths began to interfere
| wigh deliveries being made by white drivers. Df. Bruce

Green, president of the local NAACP chapter was notified. -
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Dr. Green asked his colleague, Dr. Robert Reid, the

director of the Opportunities Industrialization Center,

'to.go and try to calm the youngsters. Dr. Reid found

i . .

several whom he knew, and conV1nced them to go with him

|
to thT Avondale Special Services Office to talk things

OVer. A . L4

[hey were in the process of drawing up plans for a

' meetlng with merchants of the Avondale area)when there was

‘ am aldpeairon
an indication of iomeﬂexomtemant at a nearby drugstore.

Several of the youths left the meet1ng and rushed over to

the store. Dr. Reid followed'them. The owner of the store'

was complaining to the police that the youths earlier had been

Fu. deelpnd Fhat™

interfering with his bus1ness} a-i]he wasn't going to

stand| for it.’

Pr. Reid was attempting to act as a mediator when °

"a police sergeant arrived and asked. the officers what

was going on? One allegedly replied that they had been

ealled in because: "Young nigger punks were disrupting

deliveries to the stores."

A dispute arose between Dr. Reid and the sergeant as

P

to whether the officer had said "nigger." After further

discussion the sergeant told the k1ds to "break it up!"

Dr. Reid, together with some of the youngsters, returned

 to the Special Services Office. After talking to the youngsters

again, Dr. Reid left to attend a meeting elsewhere.

Shortly thereafter some of the youngsters began to

[
. \

make their.way toward the junior high school, where the
meeting protesting the Frakes arrest and the anti—loitering

ordinance was scheduled to take place. .


https://began.to
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The police department, alerted to the possibility
of a-disturban;e; mébilized its forcés,_ However, because.
of complaints from Negro militants that.the police £hem—
selves were an inciting factor -~ some months eaflier,

1Ce

gathered about the car of a plainclothesman and atteﬁpted

to overturn it -- the department decided to withhold

its men from the immediate area of the meeting.

It appeared as if this policy mighE be rewarded until,

H ' »
" toward the close of the rally, a Negro real estate broker

arose to defend M the police and the anti—loiteriné
ordinance. The youngsters who had had the encounter with
the police officers only a short time earlier were incensed.

-,

When the meeting broke up a missile was hurled through

one major confrontation between them and the mob., Little
resistancg was 6ffered.

Althoﬁgh'windows were hroken i; soﬁe two‘dozen storeé;
there was virqﬁyhly no;looting.. There were 14 arrests,
some of Ehem not connected with the disturbance. Amohg
those arrested waé‘a communiéy workér, now studying for
a doctorate at Brandeis University. When he went to the

area to help get people off the streets, he was arrested

and charged with loitering,






' give stature to the militants by acknowledging them

;s the de facto representatives of Fhe community. Yet,

by all‘indications, the militan@p were the only perspgs

with influence on the peopie on Lﬁe sEreet;. | |
Mayor Walton H. Bachrach declared that he was "quite

surprised" by the disturbance because the couneil ﬁaé

"worked like hell" to help Negroes, As i sther

qities, municipal officials, whose contacts wel generall

withlthe small percentage of middle-class Negroes, appeared

not.to realiée the danger p?esented by the pent-up

frustrations of a ghetto populétibn mired in poverty.
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H. "Rap" Brown; arriving in the city
attempted to capitalize upon the

discontent, The list of 20 “demands" he presented were

1 .

of such a scéttershot} dictatorial and:impractical nature
that few persons could have taﬁen Fhem seriously. Their
principai effect would have been total remdval of all
~white persoﬁs, whatever their capacity, from the ghetto
jarea. Demand No. 18 stated that "at any meeting to
settlé grievances . . . any white éroposal or white
representative objected to by black representatives must
be rejected automatically;“ No, 20 demanded a veto
power over pglice officefélpatrolling the community.

| His appearahce had no éalvanizing effect. Al though
scattered incgdents oécurrea for three dayé after the
arriyal.of the National Guard, the digbf&éf never again

threaatenad ta ast omt of oontrol .

Tuesday night, when the main disturbance took place, 75
were 21 years of aae or vounger. Of the total of 404
persons arres

or younger,



Section 1 -- TAMPA
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_On Sunday, June'll{fTaﬁpd, florid;, sweltered in
the QL degreé heat. A huﬁid wind ruffled the bay, Qﬁere
thousands of persons had watched the hydroplane races.
Since!| early morning the Police Department'; Selective
"Enforcement Unit, designed.as_a riot control sQuad, had
been employed to keep order atf;he.races.‘ |
gt'5:30 P.M,, a block;frqéﬂghe waterfront,‘a photo
supplly warehouse was brok;n into. Forty-five minutes later
two police officers 8potteé fhreé Negro youths as they
walked near the State Buildiﬁg. when the youths éaught'.
sight| of the ;Jfficersf they ducked into an alley. The
officers gave chase. As they ran, the sﬁspects left a

traill of photographic equipment scaftered from the yellow

paper bags they were carrying.

Ehe officers trénsmitted a genefal broadcas£ over the
- police radibg As ofher officers aérived on the scene, a
chase began th?ough and éfound the streets, houses, and
alleys of the neighborhood. When Negro residents of the.
area'adjagen# to the Centfal.Park.VillaQe Housing Pfoject
became aware of the chasé,"they began to pafticipAta; ISome

att=mpted to help the officers in locating the susPects.'



R. C. Oates, one of the 17 Negroes on the 500-man
Tampa police force, spotted 18-year old Martin Chamberé,
bare,#o the waist, wriggling away beneath one of the

- ¥ —

houseé. Oates cailed fq? éhambe;s to‘éurrénder."lqnoring
him, Cﬁambers emerged ruhr;inq from Leraal =

the hopuse. A’white officer, "J. ﬁ. Calvert;, toock up the
pursuit, | |

Pursuing Caivért, in tufn, were three yoﬁanNegroes,
all sFectators. Behind one oﬁ_the houses a high cyclone
fence cfeated a two-foot wide_alley twenty—fivélfeet_in
lengfh. N
| As Chambe;s darted alqng the fence, Officer Calvert

rounc‘ ed the corner of [ e s AaTrvmudk 335~1TT A o Tdm

to hdlt. Chambers ic
.38 révolqer and fired. Chambers, the slug entering

¥

" his Back and passing campletely through his body, raised

his hands over his head and clutched at the cyclone fence.
.When the three fouths runninq'behind Officer Calvefé
-camE'ﬁpon the scene, they assumed éhambers had been shét
gtandinq in the position in which they saw him. Rumor
_quickly spread through the neighborhood that a white
police officer had shot a Negro fouth who had had ﬁis

hands over his head and was trying to surrender.



The ambulance that had been summoned became lost

. ed. .
on the way. As minute followighs minutf) sbm

w the gatherlng crowd v:Lew:Lng

the bloody, critically 1njured youth became increaSLngly
belligerent,

Finally, the Reverend M. L. Newman told policé Ehey'd
I“’better get the boy out of there?J Officer Oates loaded
Chambers ihto hié car aﬁd drove him to the-hoépital. TﬂeEyﬂII;
died shortly thereafter. a |

| hs officers were leaving the scene, a thunéef:}tprm,
broke. Beneath the pelting rain, the spectators scatteréd.
When an office;vﬁent back to.chgck the area he found no

one on the streets.

A few'mihutes'after 7:00 P.M,, the Selective Enforcement
Unit, tired and sun—p%rched, réported in from the races.
" A half hour later a report was received_that-soo persons
were gathering. A police car waﬁ_éent into the area to
check the réport. The officers could find no one. The
men of the Selectiﬁe Eﬁforpement-Uﬁit we;e t;id to go'ﬁome.

The men in the scout carg had not, however, penetrat_ed
in£o the Central Village Hbusing complex where) as the rain

‘ended, hundreds of persons poured from the apartments. At






bands of rioters mdved down the Central Avenue busihess

‘district, those stores.whose proprietors were particularly

store, a restaurant were hit.
. Because of the dismissal
Unit and the lack of accurate

police department was slow to

Malcolm Beard of Hillsborough

"the Department throughout the
approximately 11:00 P.M. that

imde to him.

disliked were singled out. A grocery store, a liquor

The fi;sf fire was set.
.- ' [

of the Selective Enforcehent

intglligence information,‘thé

react. Alth;ugﬁ'sheriff

Couﬁty was in contact with

evening, it was not until

a request for deputies was

At 11:30 P.M, a_regail order, issued earlier by the

police department, began to bring officers back into the

p———

st a

-=~~. Lighted by the flames of burning buildings, the ki

ing project

fledged riot.

by this time, engulfed in a full-

Falling power lines whipped sparks about the skirmish

line of officers as it moved down the street. The popping

noise of what sounded to the officers like gunshots came

from the direction of the housing project.

did

officers

a public ‘address éystem that anyone



- caught armed would be shot, The firing ceased. Tgen,_
and throughout. the succeeding two daysﬁ law enforcement
officers refrained from the use ?f firearms. ho-off%cer,
nor any civiiién, suffered a gunshoﬁ weund\duriAQ the riot.
briving along the expressway, a young white couple,
Mr. and ﬁrs. c. D. , weré st;fpled by the fires. Decidiﬁg
to investigéte; they took the_off-ramp_ihto the midst éf
.the riot. The car was swarmed over. Its windows were
shatEeréd. C. D. was.aragjed ingé the street.

As he emerged from a bér in wﬁich he haa spent the
evening, lé—year old J. C., a Negro fruit—picker froﬁ
hrkansas, w%s'as surpriéed by the riot as Mr. and Mrs. C.ED.
Rushing toward the stationwagon in whigh the young woman was
trapped, he iﬁterposed himself between her and the mdb,

»xcks and beer cans smas] the'wiﬁdoﬁé,'shé was -
gble_to drive offy J. C. pushea through Eo.where the wﬁite
man lay. With the hoots and jeers of riotin§ youths ringing
in his ears, J. C. helped him, also,, to escape.

By one A.M., police officers ané shefiff!s deputies
had. surrounded an area several biocks
Equare.- Fireﬁeﬁ began to extinguish the fiames.which, by
this time, had sPréad to several.other establishments from

the three stores in which they had, originally, been set.



. forces of the police and sheriff's depértménts.'

'was booed and hissed.lﬁfficials‘prided themselves on

No resistance was met. Control was soon re-established.

E\hcqj

For the next twelve hours the situatién remained quiet
but tense. Rumors abounded. ™ By vt‘he afternoon of Monday,
June iz, the sheriff's and police forces both had been Eully'
committed. The men were tired. There were none in reserve.

‘As a precautionary rﬁeasure the. Sheriff decided to
request that a contingent of the "National Guard be; made
available to th;a city.' .

Late in the ‘afternoon = Rr=aee—ad Gove-rnqr.

Kirk met with the residents at a school i‘n ‘the |

Central Par‘k Village area. It was a tense meeting, charged

with hostility, in which every speaker, white and Negro,

supposedly good race relations and the lack of

-

massive resistance by whites to the integration of schools
and facilities in the city')p Negrpes, who make up

of W g e,
almost 20 percent of the p0pu1ation, had had no one|to

'represent them in positlons of pol:Lcy or pc:rwer, sl no't

>

%ﬁ to appeal |for redress of grievances, Frustratlons

had built up to the boiling’ point.



There was no Negro on the Cify Council; none on
the Séhool Board; none on the Fi;e Departmgnt: none of.
h.J'.gh. {Eénk on the Police Force. 2 out of every ten
_ . _ . L
Negroes lived in dilapid;ted housing, ﬁan;‘of'théﬁ i;'
shacks with broken winddw:panes, leaking gas, and ﬁdles
in the walls through which rats scamperedl' Rents were

fifty, to sixtv dollars a month, Recreational facilities

were few. Those that did exist lacked_equipmeht and

supervisors. Young toughs préempted and intimidated the
children who tried to use them.

In the schools, the majority of Negroes never reached

‘the eighth grade; In the high schools, only 3 to 4 per cent

of Negro seniors attained the minimum passing score on
the State's college entrance examination, one tenth of

the percentage of white students.

|A difference of at least three-and-a-half years in
educétidnal attainment separated the average Negro and
white, jwowatinm FJ.fty_—fJ.ve percent of the N'egro% in Tampa
were working in unskilled jobs. Moré than half of the
families had incomes of less then $3,000 a year. The
result was that 40 percent of the children lived in
broken homes, and the city's crime rate was among the

top 25 percent in the nation.



Although the meeting between the residents and the
officials broke up without concrete results, the Governor

»*

S —— %et off steam.

believed i._ o —— - .

That evening, as National Gﬁard Efoopé supplanted
local forces in maintaining a perimeter and establishing
roving ﬁatrols, anti—povérty"wprk;rs went from door to
door,lurging citizens to'stay‘off the streets.

A reported attempt by Black Muslims to incite people
to fﬁrtﬁer violence failed. Althbugh there were scattered
repq;ts of trouble from several areas of the city, and a
few fires Qere set -- a substantial pioportion of them in
‘wacént buildings.—é there were no major incidents,_'Thréé
yoﬁths were arrested when Aisc0vered with a cache of
Q}plotov coc'ktta‘ils.-'_ They were white, m

. _ . .I S o |
) -All during the next aay félse_reports poured into.Poiiée
Headquarters, Normal, everyday scenes ﬁook on ménacing
tones. Twenty Negro men, bared to the waiét and ca;fying
clubs, were reported to be gatheriﬂg: Théy ;urned out tél
be ponstruétion workers.
Mayo;_Nuécio cpntinued, with uﬁcertaiﬁ suqéeSQ{ tq‘

meet with residents., At their suggestion that the man












Puring the next twenty-four hours 126 youths, some of

whom had particinated in the rint. ware racruited into

the patrol. ere high school

Idropouts, '- '
| On Wednesday, the ihquiry into the t of Martin

.Chambers was concluded. Wheﬁ'the‘verdi led that the

. officer had fired the shot justifiably and in the line of

duty, apprehen51on rose that trouble would erupt again.

-T\"c._ ‘-Q I_L_{

[ YhaV “TTN. %“' ‘k“\‘ bt Calted » Th's ilk\iauqkikuu‘*—c'k_ﬁ ..H!\_'\)-‘x:. .
g e

i Loy —-'---.,‘ Ceve - L\J-Ltl-\_'rt.\._ Lo

, spite the fact at the verdict was not

to their liking, the White Hats continued to keep order.

]
g On ond@y,lJune 12&% whllé Tampa was still s{z&deri?g,
o

erupted in Clnc1nnaq9, 940/m11es to the north



PROFILE -- NEWARK -- FINAL

Section 4

On that same Tuesday night, june 20, Newark,
New Jersey, hovered on the brink of violence. At a
tumultuous meeting of the Planning Board that lasted
until four o'clock in the morning, speaker after speaker
from the Negro ghetto arose to denounce the city's intent
to turn over 146 acres in the heart of the Central Ward
as a site for the State's new medical and dental college.

The growing opposition to the city administration
by vocal black residents had paralyzed both the Planning
Board and the Board of Education. Tension had been
rising so steadily throughout the northern New Jersey area
that, in the first week of June, Colonel David Kelly, head
of the State Police, had met with the chiefs of police of
most of the municipalities to draw up plans for state police
support of city police wherever a riot developed. Nowhere
was the tension greater than in Newark.

Founded in 1666, the city, part of the Greater New York
City port complex, rises from the salt marshes of the Passaic
River. Although in 1967 Newark's population of 400,000 still
ranked it 30th among American municipalities, for the past
20 years the white middle class had been deserting the city

for the suburbs.



In the late 1950's the desertions had become a rout.
Between 1960 and 1967, the city lost a net total of more
than 70,000 thte residents. Replacing them in Qast areas
of dilapidated housing where living conditions, according
to a prominent member of the County Bar Association, were
so bad that "people would be kinder to their pets," were
Negro migrants, Cubans and Puerto Ricans. In six years
the city switched from 65 percent white to 52 percent Negro
and 10 percent Puerto Rican and Cuban.

The white population, nevertheless, retained political
control of the city. On both the City Council and the
Board of Education seven of nine members were white. On
other key boards the disparity was equal or greater. 1In
the Central Ward, where the medical college controversy
raged, the Negro constituents and their white Councilman
found themselves on opposite sides of almost every crucial
issue. . |

The municipal administration lacked the ability to
respond quickly enough to navigate the swiftly changing
currents. Even had it had great astuteness, it would have
lacked the financial resources to affect significantly the
course of events.

In 1962, seven-term Congressman Hugh Addonizio had
forged an Italian-Negro coalition to overthrow long-time
Irish control of the City Hall. A liberal in Congress,

Addonizio, when he became mayor, had opened his door to
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all people. Negroes who had been excluded from the
previous administration began to be brought into the
'government. The police department was integrated.

Nevertheless, progress was slow. As the Negro popu-
lation increased, more and more of the politically oriented
found the progress inadequate.

The Negro-Italian coalition began to develop strains
over the issue of the police. The police were largely
Italian, the persons they arrested largely Negro. Com-
munity leaders agreed that, as in many police forces, there
was a small minority of officers who abused their responsi-
bility. This gave an aura of credibility to the cries of
"Brutality!" voiced periodically by éhetto Negroes.

In 1965 Mayor Addonizio, acknowledging that there was
"a small group of misguided individuals" in the department,
declared that "it is vital to establish once and for all, in
the minds of the public, that charges of alleged police bru-
tality will be thoroughly investigated and the appropriate
legal or punitive action be taken if the charges are found
to be substantiated."

Pulled one way by the Negro citizens who wanted a
Police Review Board, and thé other by the police, who
adamantly opposed it, the Mayor decided to buck all complaints
against the police to the FBI for investigation. Since the
FBI was not conceived as an agency to investigate municipal

police departments, and could act only if there had been a



violation of a person's civil rights, no complaint was
ever heard of again.

Nor was there much redress for other complaints.

The city had no money with which to redress them.

The City had already reached its legal bonding limit,
yet expenditures continued to outstrip income. Health and
welfare costs, per capita, were 20 times as great as for
some of the surrounding communities. Cramped by its small
land area of 23.6 square miles -- one-third of which was
taken up by Newark Airport and unusable marshland ~-- and
surrounded by independent jurisdictions, the city had no-
where to expand.

Taxable property was contracting as land was cleared
for urban renewal and then lay fallow year after year.
Property taxes had been increased beyond the point of
profitable return. By the fall of 1967 they were to reach
$661.70 on a $10,000 house* -- double that of suburban
communities. As a result, people were refusing either to
own or to renovate property in the city. Seventy-four per-
cent of whites and 87 percent of Negroes lived in rental
housing. Whoever was able to move to the suburbs, moved.
Many of these persons, as downtown areas were cleared and

new office buildings were constructed, continued to work in

* The legal tax rate is $7.76 per $100 of market value.
However, because of inflation, a guideline of 85.27
percent of market value is used in assessing, reducing
the true tax rate to $6.617 per $100. ’



the city. Among them were a large proportion of the
people from whom a city normally draws its civic leaders,

but who, after moving out, tended to cease involving

. themselves in the community's problems.

Since, during the daytime Newark more than doubled
its population, the city was forced to provide services
for a large number of people who contributed nothing in
property taxes. The city's per capita outlay for police,
fire protection and other municipal services continued to
increase. By 1967 it was twice that of the surrounding area.

Consequently, there was less money to spend on educa-
tion. Newark's per capita outlay on schools was considerably
less than that of surrounding communities. Yet within the
city's school system were 78,000 children, 14,000 more than
ten years éarlier.

Twenty thousand pupils were on double sessions. The
dropout rate was estimated to be as high as 33 percent. Of
13,600 Negroes between‘the ages of 16 and 19, more than
6,000 were not in school. Over half of the adulf Negro popu-
lation had less than an 8th grade education.

The typical ghetto cycle of high unemployment, family
breakup, and crime was present in all its elements. Approxi-
mately 12 percent of Negroes were without jobs. An estimated
40 percent of Negro children lived in broken homes. Al- .
though Newark maintained proportionately the largest police

force of any major city, its crime rate was among the highest
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in the nation. 1In narcotics violations it ranked fifth
nationally. Almost 80 percent of the crimes were committed
‘within two miles of the core of the city, where the Central
Ward is located. A majority of the perpetrators were Negro.
Most of the victims, likewise, were Negro. The Mafia was
reputed to control much of the organized crime.

Under such conditions a major segment of the Negro
population became more and more militant. Largely excluded
from positions of traditional political power, Negroes,
tutored by a handful of leftists who had moved into the city
in the early 1960's, made use of the anti-poverty program,
in which poor people were guaranteed representation, as a
political springboard. This led to friction between the
United Community Corporation, the agency that administered
the anti-poverty program, and the city administration.

When it became known that the Secretary of the Board of
Education intended to retire June 27, 1967, the militants pro-
posed the city's budget director, a Negro with a master's
degree in accounting, for the position. The mayor, however,
had already nominated a white man. Since the white man had
only a high school education, and at 1eas£ 70 percent of the
children in the school system were Negrd, the issue of who
was to obtain the secretaryship, an important and powerful
position, quickly became a focal issue.

Joined with the issue of the l46-~acre medical school

site, the area of which had been expanded to triple the



originél request -- an expansion regarded by the militants
as a ploy to dilute black political power by moving out
‘Negro residents -- the Board of Education battle resulted
in a confrontation between the mayor and the militants.
Both sides refused to alter their positions. The impasse
was complete and explosive.

Into this impasse stepped a Washington Negro named
Albert Roy Osborne. A flamboyant, 42-year old former wig
salesman who called himself Colonel Hassan Jeru-Ahmed and
wore a black beret, he presided over a mythical "Blackman's
Volunteer Army of Liberation." Articulate and magnetic, the
self-commissioned "Colonel" proved to be a one-man show. He
brought Negro residents flocking to Board of Education and
Planning Board meetings. The Colonel was not afraid to speak
in violent terms, nor to back hig words with violent action.
At one meeting he tore the tape from the stenographic recorder
being used to keep the official record. After he was ejected
from the room, one of his captains threw a mapboard across the
stage and smashed a tape recorder against the wall.

It became more and more evident to the militants that,
though they might not be able to prevail, they could prevent
the normal transaction of business. Filibustering began. A
Negro former State Assemblyman held the floor for more than
four hours. One meeting of the Board of Education began at
5 P.M. and did not adjourn until 3:23 A.M. the next morning.

Throughout the months of May and June spcaker after speaker



warned that if the mayor continued to persist in naming

a white man as Secretary to the Board of Education, and
‘in moving ahead with plans for the medical school site,
violence would ensue. The city administration played down
the threats.

On June 27th, when a new Secretary to the Board of
Education was to be named, the state police set up a command
post in the Newark armory.

The militants, led by the local CORE* chapter, dis-
rupted and took over the Board of Education meeting. The
result was a stalemate. The incumbent secretary decided to
stay on another year. No one was satisfied.

At the beginning of July there were 24,000 unemployed
NEgroes within the confines of the city. Their ranks were
swelled by an estimated 20,000 teenagers, many of whom, with
school out and the summer recreation program curtailed due
to a lack of funds, had no place to go.

On July 8, Newark and East Orange Police attempted to
disperse a group of Black Muslims gathered in front of a
house occupied by one of them. Invthe melee that followed,
several police officers and Muslims suffered injuries
necessitating-medical treatment. The resulting charges and
countercharges heightened the tension between police and
Negroes.

Early on the evening of July 12th a cab driver, by the
name of John Smith, accordinag to police reports began

* Congress of Racial Equality
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tailgating a Newark police car. Smith wés an unlikely
candidate to set a riot in motion. Forty yeérs old, a
'Georgian by birth, he had attended college for a year
before entering the United States Army in 1950. 1In 1953
he had been honorably discharged with the rank of Corporal.
A chess-playing trumpet player, he had worked as a musician
and a factory hand before, in 1963, becoming a cab driver.
As a cab driver, he appeared to be a hazard. Within
a relatively short period of time he had eight or nine
accidents. His license was revoked. When, with a woman
passenger in his cab, he was stopped by the police, he was
in violation of that revocation.
From the high-rise towers of the Reverend William
P. Hayes Housing Project, the residents can look down upon
the orange-red brick facade of the Fourth Precinct Police
Station and observe every movement. Shortly after 9:30 P.M.,
people saw Smith, who either refused or was unable to walk,
being dragged out of a police car and into the front door of
the station. Within a few minutes at least two civil rights
leaders received calls from a hysterical woman declaring a
cab driver was being beaten by the police. When one of the
persons at the station notified the cab company of Smith's
arrest, cab drivers all over the city began learning of it
over their cab radios.

A crowd formed on the grounds of the housing project



across the narrow street from the station. As more and
more people arrived, the description of the beating
'purportedly administered to Smith became more and more
exaggerated. The descriptions were fueled and sustained
by other complaints of police malpractice that over the
years had been submitted for investigation but had never
been heard of again, so that they remained like sores
festering in the minds of the people.

Several Negro community leaders, called by a civil
rights worker and informed of the deteribrating situation,
rushed to the scene. By 10:15 P.M, the atmosphere had
become so potentially explosive that Kenneth Melchior, the
senior inspector on the night watch, was summoned. He
arrived at approximately 10:30 P.M,

Met by a delegation of civil rights leaders and
militants who demanded the right to see and interview Smith,
Inspector Melchior acceded fo their request.

When the delegation was taken to Smith, the Inspector
agreed with their observations that, as a result of injuries
Smith had suffered, he needed to be examined by a doctor.
Arrangements were made to have a police car transport him to
the hospital.

Both within and outside of the police station the at-
mosphere was electric with hostility. Carloads of police

officers, arriving for the change of shifts, were subjected






that é full investigation would be made of the Smith
incident; the other Negro leaders began urging those
"on the scene to form a line of march toward the city hall.

Some persons joined the line of march. Others milled
about. Fromt he dark grounds of the housing project a
barrage of rocks commenced. Some of them fell among the
crowd. Others hit persons in the line of march. Many
smashed the windows of the police station. The rock throwing,
it was believed, was the work of youngsters -- approximately
2,500 children lived in the housing project.

Almost at the same time another Molotov cocktail flared
against the wall of the police station. An old car was set

afire in a parking lot. The line of march began to disin-

tegrate. The police, their heads protected by World War I
type helmets, sallied forth to disperse the crowd. A fire
engine, arriving on the scene, was pelted with rocks. As
police drove people away from the station, they scattered in
all directions.

A few minutes later, a short distance awéy, the first
liquor store was broken into. Some persons, seeing a small
caravan of cabs appear at city hall ‘to protest Smith's
arrest, interpreted this as evidence that the disturbance
had been organized and generated rumors to that effect.

However, only a few stores were looted. By about

2:30 A.M., the disorder appeared to have run its course.



The next afternoon the Mayor described it as an
isolated incident. At a meeting with Negro leaders, at
.which measures to defuse the situation were discussed, he
agreed to a demand for the naming of a Negro to the rank
of Captain in the Police Department, and announced khat he
would set ub a panel of citizens to investigate the Smith
arrest. To one civil rights leader this sounded like "the
playback of a record," and he walked out. Other observers
reported that the Mayor seemed unaware of the seriousness
of the tensions.

The police were not. Unbeknown to the mayor, Dominick
Spina, the director of police, had extended shifts from 8
hours to 12, and was in the process of mobilizing half the
strength of the department for that evening. Spina had
arrived at the Fourth Precinct Police Station at approxi-
mately midnight, and had witnessed the latter half of the
disturbance. Earlier in the evening he had held the regular
weekly "open house" in his office. This was intended to give
any person who wanted to talk to him an opportunity to do so.
Not a single person had shown up.

As*director of police, Spina had initiated many new
programs: police-precinct councils, composed of the police
precinct captain and business and civic leaders, who would
meet once a month to discuss mutual problems; Junior Crime-
fighters; a Boy Scout Explorer program for each precinct;

mandatory human relations training for every officer; a
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Citizens' Observer Program, which permitted citizens to
ride in police cars and observe activities in the stations;
'a Police Cadet program; and others.

Many of the programs initially had been received
enthusiastically, but -- as was the case with the "open
house," to which hardly anyone Came anymore ~- interest in
them had fallen off. In general, the prograﬁs failed to
reach the hard core unemployed, the disaffected, the school
dropouts -- of which Spina estimates there are 10,000 in
Essex County -- that constitute a major portion of the police
problem.

As reports and rumors, including one that Smith had
died, circuléted Ehrough the Negro community, tension con-
tinued to rise. Nowhere was the tension greater than at
the Spirit House, the gathering place for Black Nationalists,
Black Power advocates, and militants of every hue. Black
Muslims, Orthodox Muslims, and members of the United Afro-
American Association, a new and growing organization that
follows, in general, the teachings of thé late Malcolm X,
came to mingle.and exchange views. Anti-white playwright
LeRoi Jones held workshops. The two police-Negro clashes,
coming one on top of the other, coupled with the unresolved
political issues, had created a state of crisis.

Inflammatory leaflets were being printed, and circu-

lated in the neighborhoods comprising the Fourth Precinct.



A "Police Brutality Protest Rally" was aﬁnounced for late

in the afternoon in front of the Fourth Precinct Station.
‘Several television stations and newspapers sent news teams

to interview people. Cameras were set up. A crowd gathered.

A picket line was formed to march in front of the
police station. Between 6:30 and 7:00 P.M. James Threatt,
Executive Director of the Newark Human Rights Commission,
arrived to announce to the people the decision of the Mayor
to form a citizens group to investigate the Smith incident,
and to elevate a Negro to the rank of Captain.

The response from the loosely milling mass of people
wgs derisive. One youngster shouted "Black Power!" Rocks
were thrown at Threatt. The barragé of missiles that followed
placed the police station under siege.

As the rock throwing momentarily ceased, the police
issued forth to deal with the crowd. According to witnesses,
there was little restraint of language or action by either
side. A number of police officers and Negroes were injured.

As on the night before, once the people had been dis-
persed, reports.of looting began.to come in. Soon the glow
of the first fire was seen.

Without enough men to establish control, the police
set up a perimeter around a two-mile stretch of Springfield
Avenue, one of the principal business districts, where bands

of youths roamed up and down smashing windows. Grocery and



liquor stores, clothing and furniture stores, drug stores
and cleaners, appliance stores and pawnshops were the
.principal targets. Periodically police officers would
appear and fire their weapons over the heads of looters

and rioters. Laden with stolen goods, people began return-
ing to the housing projects.

Near midnight activity appeared to taper off. ‘The
Mayor told reporters the city had turned the corner.

As news of the disturbance had spread, however, people
had flocked into the streets. As they saw stores being
broken into with impunity, many spectators bowed to tempta-
tion and joined the looting.

Without the necessary personnel to make mass arrests,
police were shooting into the air to clear stores. A Negro
boy was wounded by a .22 caliber-bullet said to have been
fired by a white man riding in a car. Guns were reported
stolen from a Sears Roebuck stote. Looting, fires, and
gunshots were reported from a widening area. Between 2:00
and 2:30 A.M. on Friday, July 14, the mayor decided to re-
quest Governor Richard J. Hughes to dispatch State Police
and National Gﬁard troops. The State Police arfived with a
sizeable contingent before dawn.

During the course of the morning the Governor and the
Mayor, together with police and National Guard officers, made
a reconnaissance of the area. The police escort guarding

the officials arrested looters as they went. By noon the



National Guard had set up 137 roadblocks, and state police
and riot teams were beginning to achieve control. Command
.of anti-riot operations was taken over by the governor,
who decreed a "hard line" in putting down the riot.

The three-way command structure -- City Police, State
Police and National Guard -- worked poorly. The City and
State Police did not operate on the same radio wave-lengths.
Each did many things the other did not find out about until
later. 7

At 3:30 P.M. that afternoon, the family of Mrs. D. J.

was standing near the upstairs windows of their apartment,
watching looters run in and out of a furniture store on
Springfield Avenue. Three carloads of police officers
rounded the corner. As the police yelled at the looters,
they began running.

The police officers opened fire. A bullet smashed the
kitchen window in Mrs. D. J.'s apartment. A moment later
she heard a éry from the bedroom. Her three-year old daﬁghter,
‘Debbie, came running into the room. Blood was streaming
down the left side of her face, where thé bullet had entered
her eye. The child spent the next two months in the hospital,
losing the sight of her left eye and the hearing in her left
ear.

Simultaneously, on the street below, lorace W. Morris,
an associate director of the Washington Urban League who had

had been visiting relatives in Newark, was about to enter a
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car for the drive to Newark Airport. With him were his

two brothers and hig 73~year old step-faéher, Isaac Harrison.,
About 60 persons had been on the street watching the looting.
" As the police arrived, three of the looters cut directly in
front of the group of spectators. The police fired at the
looters. Bullets plowed into the spectators. Everyone

began running. As Harrison, followed by the family, headed
toward the apartment building in which he lived, a bullet
kicked his legs out from under him. Horace Morris lifted

him to his.feet. Again he fell. Mr. Morris' brother, Virgil,
attempted to pick the o0ld man up. As he was doing so, he was
hit in the left leg and right forearm. Mr. Morris and his
other brother managed to drag the two wdunded men into the 4
vestibule of the building, which was jammed with 60 to 70
frightened and angry Negroes.

Bullets continued to spatter against the walls of the
buildings. Finally, as the firing died down, Morris -- whose
stepfather died that evening -- yelled to a sergeant that
innocent people were being shot.

“Tell the black bastards to stop shooting at us," the
sergeant, according to Morris, replied.

"They don't have guns; no one is shooting at you,"
Morris said.

"You shut up, there's a sniper on the roof," the ser-
geant yelled.

Heavy sniper fire was, in fact, being reported from all



over the city.

At approximately 5:00 P.M., a police detective was
- felled and killed by a shot whose origins could not be
determined. Later a fireman met the same fate. Snipers
were blamed for the deaths of both.

At 5:30 P.M., on Beacon Street, W. F. told J. S.,
whose 1959 Pontiac he had taken to the station for inspec-
tion, that his front brake needed fixihg. J. S., who had
just returned from work, said, "Okay," went to the car
which was parked in the street, jacked up the front end,
took the wheel off, and got under the car.

The street was quiet. More than a dozen persons were
sitting on porches, walking about, and shopping. None
heard any shots. Suddenly several state troopers appeared
at the corner of Springfield and Beacon. J. S. was startled
by a shot clanging into the side of the garbage can next to
his car. As he lookéd up he saw a state trooper with his
rifle pointed at him. The next shot struck J. S. in the
right side.

At almost the same instant, K. G., standing on a porch,
was struck in the right eye by a bullet. Both he and J. S.
were critically injured.

At 8:00 P.M., Mrs. L. M. bundled her husband, her
husband's brother, and her four sons into the family car to

drive to a restaurant for dinner. On the return trip her
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husband, who was driving, panicked as he.approached a
National Guard roadblock. He slowed the car, then quickly
* swerved around. A shot rang out. When the family reached
home, everyone began piling out of the car. Ten-year-old
Eddie failed to move. Shot through the head, he was dead.

Although, by nightfall, most of the looting and burn-
ing had ended, and there were no longer any mobs on the
street, reports of sniper fire increésed. The fire was,
according to New Jersey National Gﬁard reports, "deliberately
6r otherwise inaccurate." Major General James F. Cantwell,
Chief of Staff of the New Jersey Department of Defensef
testified before an Armed Services Subcommittee of the House
of Representatives that "there was too much firing initially
against snipers" because of "confusion when we were finally
called on for help and our thinking of it as a military
action,"”

| "As a matter of fact," Director of Police Spina told

the Commission, "down in the Springfield Avenue area it was
so bad that, in my opinion, guardsmen were firing upon police
and police were firing back at them . . .. I really don't
believe there was as much sniping as we thought . . . We have
since compiled statistics indicating that there were 79
specified instances of sniping."

Several problems contributed to the misconceptions

regarding snipers: the lack of communications -- the state



police had placed men on rooftops, but other law enforce-
ment personnel remained unaware of this; the fact that one

- shot might be reported half a dozen times by half a dozen
different persons as it caromed and reverberated a mile or
more through the city; the fact that the National Guard
troops lacked riot training. They were, according to Spina,
"young and very scared," and had had little contact with
Negroes; |

Within the Guard itself contact with Negroes had
certainly been limited. Although, in 1949, out of a force
of 12,529 men there had been 1,183 Negroes, following the
integration of the Guard in the 1950's the number had de-
clined until, by July of 1967, 303 Negroes were left in a
force of 17,529 men.

On Saturday, July 15, Spina received a report of
snipers in a housing project. When he arrived he saw ap-
proximately 100 National Guardsmen and police officers
crouching behind vehicles, hiding in corners and lying on
the ground around the edge of the courtyard. Since every-
thing appeared quiet and it was broad daylight, Spina walked
directly down the middle of the street. Nothing happened.
As he came to the last building of the complex, he heard a
shot. All around him the troopers jumped, believing them-
selves to be under sniper fire. A moment later a young

Guardsman ran from bchind a building. The Director of



Police went over to where the soldier had crouched down,
and asked him if he had fired the shot. The soldier said
. yes, he had fired to scare a man away from a window; that
his orders were that no one had a right to be standing at
a window.

Spina said he told the soldier: "Do you know what
you just did? You have now created a state of hysteria.
Every Guardsman up and down this street and every State
Policeman and every city policeman that is present thinks
that somebody just fired a shot and that it is probably a
sniper."

A short time later more "gunshots" were heard. In-
vestigating, Spina came upon a Puerto Rican sitting on a
wall. In reply to a question as to whether he knew "where
the firing is coming from?" the man said:

"That's no firing. That's fireworks. If you look up
to the fourth floor, you will see the people who are throw-
ing down these cherry bombs."

By this time four truckloads of National Guardsmen had
arrived and troopers and policemen were again crouched every-
where looking for a sniper. The Director of Police remained
at the scene for three hours, and there was no shot fired
except the one by the Guardsman.

Nevertheless, at six o'clock that evening two columhs

of National Guardsmen and state troopers were directing mass



fire at the Hayes Housing Project in response to what they
believed were snipers.

On the 10th floor, Eloise Spellman, the mother of
several children, fell, a bullet tﬁrough her neck.

Across the street a number of persons, standing in
an apartment window, were watching the firing directed at
the housing project. Suddenly several troopers whirled
and began firing in the general direétion of the spectators.
Mrs. Hattie Gainer, a grandmother, sank to the floor.

A block away Rebecca Brown's two-year old daughter Qés
standing at the window. Mrs. Brown rushed to drag her to
safety. As Mrs. Brown was, momentarily, framed in the win-
dow, a bullet spun into her back.

All three of the women died.

A number of eye witnesses, at varying times and places,
reported seeing bottles thrown from upper story windows. As
these would land at the feet of an officer he would turn and
fire. Thereupon, other officers and Guardsmen up and down
the street would join in.

In order to protect his property, B. W. W., the owner
of a Chinese laundry, had placed a sign saying "Soul Brother”
in his window. Between 1:00 and 1:30 A.M., on Sunday, July
16, he, together with his mother, wife and brother, was
watching television in the back room. Up to that point of

the night the neighborhood had been guiet. Suddenly B. W. W,



heard the sound of jeeps, then shots.

Going to an upstairs window he was able to look out
. into the street. A There he observed several jeeps, from
which soldiers and state troopers were firing into stores
that had "Soul Brother" signs in the windows. During the
course of three nights, according to dozens of eye witness
reports, law enforcement officers shot into and smashed
windows of businesses that contained signs indicating they
were Negro-owned.

At 11:00 P.M,, on Sunday, July 16th, Mrs. Lucille Pugh
looked out of the window to see if the streets were clear.
She then asked her ll-year-old son, Michael, to take the
garbage out. As he reached the street and was illuminated
by a street light, a shot rang out. He died.

No snipers were arrested. Of the 250 fire alarms,
many were false, and only 13 were considered by the city to
have been "sérious." Four-fifths of the $10,251,000 worth
of damage was incurred due to stock loss. Damage to buildings
and fixtures was less than $2 million.

Of the twenty-one civilians who died as a result of
gunshot wounds, all were Negro. One was 73-year old Isaac
Harrison. Six were women. Two were children.

On the evening of Monday, July 17, a Catholic priest
saw two Negro men walking down the street. They were carrying

a case of soda and two bags of groceries. An unmarked car



with five police officers pulled up beside them. Two
white officers got out of the éar. Accusing the Negro men
. of looting, the officers made them put £he groceries on
the sidewalk, then kicked the bags open, scattering their
contents all over the street.

Telling the men, "Get out of here," the officers
drove off. The Catholic priest went across the street to
help gatﬁer up the groceries. One of the men turned to
him: "I've just been back from Vietnam two days," he said,
"and this is what I get. I feel like going home and getting

a rifle and shooting the cops."



December 5, 1967

MEMORANDUM

TO: Victor Palmieri
Stephen Kurzma
Robert Cono

FROM: Charleéﬁkzi;on

RE: Further comments on Conot Draft

Attached are annotated copies of the sections on

Atlanta:

Tampa

Plainfield-

Riot Profile & Analysis

Lacking anyone who was on the original Plain-
field Team, we were not able to comment very adequately
at all on it. We did, however, add some material
obtained on a recent return visit.

Basic Comment on 'Profile": The "Embryonic"
stage assumes some sort of peaceful gathering.
Detroit need not be an exception, it seems to me.
Some situations can go as easily from a police arrest
to large violence without any peaceful congregation
to "isolate and contain." Also Cincinnati is an .
example in which the police did not show force during
the embryonic stage, but the tactic failed. (See p.105)
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On page 106 —-- clarify line 9 , . . make meaningful, etc.

Page 110 -- Because the Algiers Motel case is pending, and because this
is a clear reference to it, I feel the reference should be
eliminated or at least toned down by deleting ik
"in their determination to interrogate suspects.” Even 1if
this is some other case, not the Algiers motel, it sure
comes through olm to the casual reader as such.

page 115 -- , ., , "virtually no Negroes ink key appointive positions,"
But you sald earlier this was being done in Newark.
Instead of "wvirtually no" should it be "hardly any" or
"few" or the like,

. Also, bottom paragraph is unclear; should it say ghatto
residents had no one of their own kind on whom they could
apply particular pressure; or no direct representatives on
vhom they could do so. Presumably, they have the same
rights as any other citizen to apply political pressure
on the President, Governor, mayor, congressman &tc.

p. 116 —- We've used the word investigators several times, but
perhaps we shoulddx't do so here, We have insisted
in press contacts that our field team people weren't
Investigators but staff survey and staff study teams.
Which is closer to the truth, tuo.

p. 117 == Instead of "Everywhere the persons vho suffere! the greatost
losa of pxasdmmme prestige yere the Negroes who had counseled
moderation,"---— Many Negro leaders wtdd counseled yp
woderation. But wmoderation often had been responded
to with platitudes; militancy with results,

p. 125 pAl ~- bottom. Would it help, or is it necessary, to atrribute
source (i.e. from our wire services, etc,) of Detroit
Hews story from Englewood?
sape re Phila. Inguirer on p. 126,
The polnt being that you're right, the papers printed it,
but that it wasn't their own reporters that said it,
if that is indeed the fact.

p. 128 == 1 would take out the empirical tests tendind to indicate
unlikelihood of a conspiracy. Suffice it to say that
wejre still invasgi gating and so far have found npne,
And mm do we want to say no evidence of a NATICNAL conspiracy?

P. 119 z- Refepeﬂag'ro I v Brow rith it
ornot, i ~eee fa b d
thers b rb’l/; :acy to

/ -r..,.j,ci ta_.r,;e ment, wvas

Ly cnar%“ "j"ll
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p. 129 -- can we state so flatly that "there were no 'outside
agitators' in any of the cities. Maybe not identifiable
as immediate causes of the riots -- but certainly before
and during., What about Brown in Cambridge; maybe he wasn't
a congpirator but he certainly was an agitator, and got
wounded when the riot broke out.
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b. 13 What {s the relative impact of the depressed conditions
in the ghetto —- joblessness, family instability,
poor mzm-education, lack of motivation, poor health care —-

in stimulating people to riot?

A growing body of evidence indicates there ig a direct correlation
between areas of economic deprivation, mexixzxximwy low social status,
and family instability e locale in which a riot is likely to com-
mence. Housing projects, deteriorating mixed residential=business
districts, areas with a high incidence of crime —- these are !
spawning grounds for dissettefied dissatisfaction and a readiness to
regsort to force. These are the areas that have benefitted least from
the revolutionary technological and meconomic changes that have altered

America'samikmkk social structure in the past & fifty years. These

—_ LA A LS L e Lmainden o n bl e e B L T . L L T -
a—- - = rded.

a ttely
maintained for over tem years. Structures designed as one-famlly residences

were being occupied by from two to four (mostly large) families.






an fits; jobs unaffectéd by the unionized
wo there is a directx correlation between
low eaucarion ana iow empioyment-low income, s0 is there a direct
correlation between low income and family breakup§ and {llegitimacy,
irrespective of race or nationality. 92 percent of Negro familées and
96 percent of white families whose income 1s $7,000 orm mor sre intect.
percent of Nanmrg families and 23 percent of wPite families
der $3,0( man missing from the household.*
Similarly, there is direct correlation between booken families
and school dropouts. =~ ° "udies have indicated that anywhere from
27 percent to 45 per om broken homes. ** Thus, cycle
completed: From inferior education to low employment,to family
breakup, to dropout
More and more reness of t-'-
catastrophic xymim cycle is etched sharper and sharper upon th

rebelling against 1it,

2: Why does one man break the law, while another,

* Social and Economic Conditions of Negroes in the United States, Oct. 1967.

*% GSchool Dropouts, Research Division-National Educationa Assoclation.




The recourse to violence, whether by the action of an individual,
the institutionalized process of the nation's engagement in wa >r the
haphazard eruption into riot by a mob, traditionally tends to come as a
last resort when other options have been exhausted.

For example: For the poverty-stricken individual in a rural =rea,
the option remains to move to the city. For the resident of a small city,
the option remsins to move to a larger city. E the people living
in an area that overtly practices discrimination he option remains to
move to an area which, purportedly, does not, For the ill-housed, {1I-
clothed, poorly educated man, the option remains to better his education
and increase his income. Only when a person believes his non-violent
options have been exhausted, whether because the goalx appee o far

removed from him as to be an impessible one, or because the barriers

erected against him ' seem Iindestructable, does he tend tn regort
to violence. If thia 1s an act of an Individual ++ ++angla )
crime. If it is the act of a group it translat a tlot,.

Expectations ralsed among lower class Negroes by the passage of
civil rights legislation have remained largely unfulfilled. The prac-
tical effect of the Supreme Court's 1954 school desegregation decision
has been to turn all-white schools into all-black schools. The hops
however unrealistic L may have been, that a Voting Rights Bill

result in material improvement for an 1lliterate, poverty-stricken
laborer, has wasted away. Much of the civil rights leglslation has, in
fact, been irrelevant as the populaticn shifted from the South to the
North, where the principal barrier against the Negro has been not legal,
but economic., Much of the civil rights drive & has seemed to the Negro

poverty classes as an alliance between liberal whites and middle class
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6 3: Why do riots occur in come cities and not in others?
! wer., Iraditionally cities have been able
to absorb an influx of under~skilled and under-educated pecple because
the cities themselves were still expanding and because the nation was in
an earlier stage of industrial development in which an amplitude of low-
skill jobs were available. A generation ago an upwardly mobile family,
when it moved, tended to move from one section of the city to another,
Today the move is most often from the city to the suburbs. The most
vigorous revenue-producing portion of the population is, therefore, lost.
26 cities which experienced civil disorders in 1967 ave
been studied with particular care by the Commission., Of these 26 cities,
only six have kept up with the nation's urban growth since 1930. Six
are actually smaller than they were in 1930; four e am- grew slowly
until 1950 and then declined. 1In all cities but two, the Negro population
doubled during the period 1930-1960, regardless of whether the city was
growing or declining.
As Negroes moved into the cities to begin occupying the deteriorated
and dilapidated housing that other groups reaching affluente were moving
of poverty
out of, the cycle/in which families of migrants were entrapped, began to
transfer itself tox the citjes, The migrants, with their low level of
education and skills, had difficulty finding employment. Tha emnlnumant
they did find consisted of low-paying jobs, often eat ng

occupations in which income was low and uncertain,






programs as urban renewal —— which have failed to tske into account
that, although slums may be razed, one cannot raze the people that
inhabit them -- have frequently created more problems than they
solved.

As the complaints of citizens, more and more of whom vebé black,
increas proporticnately the city's inability to meet such com-
plainte censtructively, anger and frustratiot: both sides.

S5ince municipal cofficials and the purveyors of municipal services are
mostly white, and the complainants mostly black, the agony of
the city begins tc take on the antagonisms of race.

The disenfranchigemer ther by design, such as changing
from a district to an at-large system of electior r by accider {

& large portion of this growing blakk population has aggravated these
antagonismg., A check of 17 Eastern, Southern and Midwestern citie-

that were involved in disturbances during the o summer of 1965 and

which have Negroc populations ranging from 9 percent to 52 percent,
reveal them to have a total of 16 Negro councilmen (the total number

of councilmen in each elity ran; rom 5 to 30), 16 members of the
Boards of Education (in school systems that were as much as 76 percent
Nggro), and, with the notable exception of Detroit, vigsagii;zngnﬁegraos
in key appointive positions.

The normal evolutionary process of minorities gradually being
fused intec government and learning the disciplines and responsibilities
thereof, has, er mywwwt a result, been frustrated. The abili+-= +~ h=ing
about Eam chang -tical pressure has similarly been

Spokesmen committed *~ tha Tower class Negr cause have been non-

existent, Municips acked awareness of the volatile fermentation



that, as a result, has been occurring in the ghettos.

In one relatively small city, for example, the mayor, who ad had
been in office more than a decade, averred himself to be "shocked by
conditions” when he visited the Negro ghetto.

The inability of the Newark govermment to visualize or adjust to
the changing realities was a maxim major contributing factor to the
tensions in that city. The problem i1s aggravated by the fact that not
only are the most restless and the most militant Negroes primarily
young, so that they have had little opportunity to participate in the
political process, but many of them have no conception of how that
process works.

A youth in Plainfiel  éim—the-beltef-thet complained that: "The
Negroes had only recently learned that the Council had not even for-
warded the list of grievances to the Federal Government in Washington,"
He believed that such forwarding was standard procedure.

By SRSEEeQe reaction to violence, municipal authorities have, in
fact, seinfoveed-the—n—tmpressionthat—sthe-militanes—are—right undercut the
pokition of the moderat id reinforced the impression that the militants
are right: That petitions may be ignored, but that the use of power
cannot.

with

In Los Angeles, following the riotjit was discovered that/the ex-
penditure of some effort, more than 10,000 jobs could be made available
to ghetto residents.

in Atlanta, grievances that had gone unanswered for months, suddenly
vere responded to with alacrity, In Detroit, militants were for the first
time fmii included in the city's planning,

The more a municipality's viability has deteriorated and the larger



its Negro population has become, the more likely -- it may be postulated
—— it is to experience a riot. At some point, as the black core within

a city grows and the municipal capability becomes increasingly vitlated,
the mass becomes critical.

In Detroit, counting the number of whites who left the city and the
number of Negroes who replaced them, there was more than a 30 percent
shift in population between 1960 and 1967. In Newark a cataclysmic
shift {n population from Weee-tkan 65 percent white to 62 percent Negro
and Puerto Rican, took place between 1960 and 1967.

it have coped with

"eBi

)|

st

ponsive the final
non-vioclent option I{s to elect a government that will be more responséve.
I4y-4he 1f then, this new government proves unwilling or unable to
materially improve the conditions of the people, the availabllity of
non-violent options has been exhausted,

Los Angeles,

In the three cities with major riots: /Newark and Detroit, Negroes
had voted overwhelmingly for a "liberal administratien' which they
expected to produce change. When this expectation proved unfhlfilled --
in Los Angeles and Newark five years afterthe election; in Detroit six -~

portions of the populace expleded into riot.
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"mood" of the communities in which disorders occurred.
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W ALDO
NOTES on Conot Narratives gfﬂézf éﬁwﬂ

Section I; Short Narrative Hjstory

1. This brief narrative sets the issue in good perspective.

MY Beneral -l. ion is tha’- Arammn meaetl Aakiriaiise malnbras AF hiotFasu
bhoamrn bhoan ams oo and the reader will wonder why; what ax 1s being
ground to which these items were not germane? They follow- -

arch on Washington was in surmmer 1963, with the
Birmingham bombing; it was a landmark of somekind, if a requiem
for the non-violent movement, It should be mentioned with
evaluative comoents to fdentify its place in the history.
Americans will wonder at the omission of the

st Rt ot s 27 1In ospite of its weaknesses, it 1s some
kind of national act in fulfillment of our constitutional base.
It, too should have a place - rather has a place - - in this
narrative, and its omission will raise too many questions. Again,
an evaluative inclusion,

4, Page &4, first full t: what purpose does this ¥ serve?
It can be omitted without ever missi ng 1t?

5. Page 5, last two lines,.,..WHYT?? - the ¢xit from the
Civil Rights Movement of hundreds of devoted young whites is also
a significant landmark, and must be treated with more than a
statement, The statement must be followed by a reason, an answer
to the inevitable cry of WHY?

6. In the history from 1954 to 1964, the American protestant
churches played a role they never played before. What significance,
for these congervative institutions to follow the leadership of

Martin Luther Xing, Jr.? Many are still playing the role with
millions of dollars each year.



7. The concluding paragraph of the short narrative gives
Carmichael and Brown a larger role than necessary; it perhaps
even implies that they played a significant role in all the
happenings summer *67/. 1Is this valid? Some of the riots
happened without their sponsorship or rourlshment. The division
between black and white Amerlca is real and will produce viclent

more
conflict even without the leadership of these two. This ¥ has/to
do, perhaps, with the hopes of Carmichgel and Brown, rather than
with the history and present shape of the revolution to date,
The "trap" In the last paragraph ldentifies a Carmichael-Brown
political posture, rather than one of the present shape....

Unless of course I totally miss the universal significance that

C&B hold in the fYWAY latest chapeer of the revolution.....

Section Vi Black Power Conference

This short paper sets out what happened at the Conference;
that's fine.. What does that last wentencs m? As it stands it
raises problems it does not answer, 1t answers no questions raieed

earlier; delete it.



.
Section VI, pages 24-30, AR™ - -w‘,"

1.Atlanta schools are integrated only de jure - only
by law and tokenh%ssentially,Atlanta schools are segregated,
and likely to remain so under present 1eadership.<;etson£>

2 Page 24, third paragraph, "maintaining constant pressure"
is a white man's view of the threat of black nelghbors. The phrase
as stated implies a self-conscious effort to create and malntain
the pressure. This is not the case, albeit\the demographic
pressures are there,

3. Page 24, 3d 1, blockbusting....by whom, for whom, for

what. Is this phrase here self explanatory? I seriously doubt it.

4, Page 25, 3d full ¥, lst sentence: What does this sentence
mean? As STET it says nothing.

5.Page 26, 2d full T,, Negro atte;ded only four and a half
hours refers to those schools on double sessions; while the only

Negro

schools on double sessions were Negro, not all nine/high schools
had double session,

6. Page 27, reference Wprivate Negro guards", (a) there
were 2 of them and they were Negro; (b) the term "security guards”
connotes their nature and function better than "private guards';
(e) they had authority to detain for arrest, but not to arrest;
they carry handcuffs (used in this case) and side armsj and (d),
it is routine to call police officers to make arre n'case.l’

like this.



7. the 200-300 people were not suddenly drawn from a
vacuum to the scene of action; see third line, next paragraph
(re. T 2d full and 3d full page 27.)

8, Bottom of page 27, ff on page 28: "there was much
bitterness" indicates that at this point the pecple became bitter;
their bitterness was once more aroused by this action, Page 28,
2d 9, first part of last sentence puts it better. )

9, Page 28, 2d 7T, last sentence, A meeting was held
Sunday night. A police brutality committee was formed, a
cleanup comméttee was formed, and the woman arrested Saturday
night "displayed her bruises.” (Crawford report and study.)

10/. "a drunk" implies to this white writer, one who is_
habitually reeling along the curbing of run-down streets. There-
for to my biased view, Tthis is an evaluative and derogatory
reference. "a man who had been drinking” (as I do occassionally)

might be safer.

11, Pa~~ 2% 74 #4yll17: the bell was ringing, maybe even on
sde

its own, as it was wone €0 d., the young man (who had been drinking!)
»
was srying to still it,by his own contentior, 4¢ / Ieon g
12, Page 28, 38 full 9: who began hitting whom first?

Evidence we have is not clear, so it is unsafe te attribute

initiatdve in thils place.



13. Page 2B, last 9: there were two meetings Monday
night. On@, at 5t., Lukes had about 30 non-conflict leaders,
(Crawford, Gates & Wesley). The 250 were at St, Joseph's,
where Carmichael followed two non~conflict speakers, {Crawford et al).

14, Page 29, 3d full %3 FBI reports a total of 200, which
means 160 others; 180 also reported In reserve standby.

15, ADD to info in 5th full ¥, that during the recruitment
fo the youth patrol, a SNCC representative harangued the youﬁg
men coming to the meeting and { embarrassed them so that many
did not joln the patrol. SNCC sound truck 1n area Monday and
Tuesday shouting "Black Power® (Crawford et al, ).

16. This is stated incorrectly: let me quote from Atlanta

ney

Chronology: , Jiune 20, 1967: 5:00 p.m.: Rock throwing
occurred. Extra police arrived in large numbers. A cap {cherry
bomb) was popped in the shoppiﬁg plaza. Several police weapons
were fired.. (Crawford). 7:30 p.m. A very large crowd {more than
1,000) was gathered in the area by this time. (Parker). One report
timeslthe event around 7:30 (Gates and Wesle}); another times it
between 8:00 and 8:30 p.m, (Parker); and the FBI sets the time at
9:15 or later (FBI Report). The sequence is about the same In each
report: Some sporadic shooting had occurred before the event. A
molotov cocktall exploded near some policemen. A gun was [ired

seessebc. as top of vour pame 10.

S

/4
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DETROIT Y

On Saturday evening, July 22, the Black Power
Conference was still in session, the Detroit Police
Department raided five blind pigs. The blind pigs had had

their origin in the days before World War II, when they

' )(1 had served as private social clubs for affluent Negroes who,

X2

21

because of discrimination, had been unable to gain entrance
to public night spots. Cradually, as public facilities
opened their doors to Negroes, the character of the blind

pigs had changed, and they had become illegal drinking and

Kgambling spots.

The fifth blind pig on the list, the United Community
and Civic League at the corner of 12th Street and Clairmount,

had been raided twice before. Once ten_persons had been

icked up; her time .« A Detroit Vice Squad officer
had first tried but been unable to gain entrance to the blind
pig shortly after ten o'clock Saturday night. When, on his
second attempt, he was successful, it was 3:45 A.,M. Sunday
morning.

The Tactical Mobile Unit ’olice Department
anti-riot squad, had been dismissed at 3:00 A.M. Since Sunday
morning is, traditionally, the least tronblesome time for
police departments all over the United States, there were only

193 officers patrolling the streets. Of these, 44 were in th

10th Precinct where the blind pig was located.
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Instead of the expected two dozen patrons, the bklingd
pig contained 82, Before additional patrol wagons could be
célled to transport all the persons from the scene, an hour
had elapsed. The weather was warm -- during that day the
temperature was to rise to B6 degreces -- and humid. Despite
the hour, numerous persons were still on the streets. With-
in a short period a crowd of approximately 200‘persons had

gathered,

-

In November of 1965 the Honorable George Edwards,
Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth
Circuit, and Commissioner of the Detroit Police Department
from 1961 to 1963, had written in the Michigan Law Review:
"It is clear that in 1965 no one will make excuses for any
city's inability to foresee the possibility of racial

trouble . . . Although local police forces generally re-
gard themselves as public servants with the responsibility

of maintaining law and order, they tend to minimize this
attitude when they are patrolling areas that are heavily
populated with Negro citizens. There they tend to view each
person on the streets as a potential criminal or enemy; and
all too often that attitude is reciprocated. Indeed, hostil-
ity between the Negro communities in our large cities and the
‘police departments, is the major problem in law enforcement

in this decade. It has been a major cause of all recent race

_riots."

At one time, Judge Ldwards told Commission

792

there was "open warfare between the Detrcit Negroes
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- and the Detroit Police Department.®" As late as "1961 he

thought that Detroit was the leading candidate in the United
States for a race riot." |

There was a long history of conflict between the police
department and the citizens, Detroit's 1943 race riot, in
which 34 persons died, was the bleocodiest in the United States
in the span of four decades. During the labor wars of the
1930's union members had come to view the Detroit Police
Department as a strike-breaking force.

Judge Edwards and his successor, Coﬁmissioner Ray
Girardin, attempted to restructure the image of the department.
A Citizens Complaint Bureau was set up to facilitate the filing
of complaints by citizens against 6fficers; but there are in-
dications that in practice it worked little better than less
enlightened and more cumbersome proecedures in other cities.

stimony has been given the Commission that the/:>
very nature or the trial board procedure tends to favor the
accused officer. Officers are reluctant to testify against
fellow-members of the department and some who have done so in
the past have found themselves ostracized.

- Lately, following the advice of attorneys with regard
to the rules against self-—incriminaﬁ.onf officers have refused
even to make statements to Department investigators. In cer-
tain precincts investigators for the Citizens Complaint Bur-
eau have heen made tc feel so unwelcome that they are reluctant

even to go to the stationhouses.
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On 12th Street, with its high incidence of vice and
crime, the issues of police brutality was a recurfent theme,
A month earlier the killing of a prostitute had been deter-
mined by police invéstigators to be the work of a pimp.
According to rumors in the community the crime had been com-
mitted by a Vice Squad officer.

npproximateiy at the same time the killing of a 27-
year old Negro Army veteran, Danny Thomas, by a gang of white
youths inflamed the community. Coverage by the city's major
newspapers, which played down the story in the hope that the
murder would not become a cause for increased tensions, back-

fired. A banner story in the Michigan Chronicle, the city's

Negro newspaper, began: "As James Meredith marched again
Sunday to prove a Negro could walk in Mississippi without
fear, a young woman who saw her husband killed by a white ganqg,
shouting: 'Niggers keep 6ut of Rouge Park,' lost her baby

“Relatives weré upset that the fuil stoxy of the murder
was not being told, apparently in an effort to prevent the in-
cident from sparking a riot."

Some Negroes believed that the treatmeht of the story
by the major newspapers was further eyidence of the double
standard: Playing up crimes by Negfoes, playing down crimes
committed against Negroes. b
| Although police arrested and chargedlone suspect with
murder, Negroes questioned why the entire gang was not held.
what, thgy asked, would have been the result if a white man

had been killed by a gang of Negroes?
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l lived only three blocks from (::)
‘a % few minutes after 5:00
:8 rear window smashed by an
empty bottle. Shortly thereafter a litter basket was thrown
through the window of a store. A youth police nicknamed,

"Mr. Greensleeves," because of the green shirt he was wear-
ing, was shouting: "We're going to have a riot," and ex-
horting the crowd to vandalism.

~ At 5:20 A.M, Commissioner Ray Girardin was notified.
He immediately callea Mayor Jerome Cavanagh., Seventeen
officers from other areas were ordered into the 10th Precinct,
By 6:00 A.M, police department strength had grown to 369 men.
Of these, however, only 43 were committed to the immediate
riot area. By that time the nﬁmber of persons on 12th Street
was in the process of growing intc the thousands, and wide-
spread window-smashing and looting had begun.

Although a block to either side of 12th et were

fine middle class districts, along 12th Street itself, over-

crowded apartment houses created a density of more than 21,000

persons per sguare mile, almost double the city average. Only

18 percent of the residents were homeowners. Twenty-five per-

cent of the housing was considered so substandard as to

require clearance, and another 19 percent had major deficien-

cies. The crime rate was almost double that of the city, which,
in itself, has one of the highest in the nation.

The proportion of broken families was mcre than twice

that in the rest of the city. The movement of pecople when the
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slums of "Black Botteom" had been cleared for urban renewal
had changed 12th Street from an integrated community into an

almost totdlly black one, in which only numbers of the busi-

ice.
As the squad moved down the street they gave way to one side,
and then flowed back behind it,

At B:25 A.M, the first fire blossomed in a shoe_store.
Firemen who responded were not, however, harrassed, and the
“lames were extinguished. By mid-mornina 1122 men, approxi-

ately a fourth of the strength of t , had reported

ar duty. Of these, 540 were in the riot area, which had still

>t expanded beyond six blocks., 108 officers were being used
in an attempt .to establish a cordon. There was, however, no
interference with looters, and police were refraining from the
use of force.

According to witnesses, police at some roadblocks made
little effort to stop people from going in aﬁd out of the area,
and a good deal of bantering took place between police officers
and the populace.

Commissioner Girardin believed: "If we had stafted
shooting in there . . . not one of our policemen would have
come out alive. I am convinced it would have turned into a

race riot in the conventional sensc.”
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Many of the police officers were being used to guard
key installations in other sections of the city in the fear
that the disturbance on 12th Street might be a diversionary
tactic. Belle Isle, the recreation area in the Detroit River
that had been the scene of the 1943 riot, was sealed off.

In an effort not to attract people to the scene, media
of mass communication were cooperating in reporting no news
of the riot. As a result, numerous police officers had to be
detailed to protect the 50,000 spectators that were expected,
at that afternoon's New York Yankees-Detroit Tigers baseball
game,

Barly in the morning a task force of community workers
had gone into the area to dispel rumors and act as counter-
rioters. Such a task force had been singuiarly successful at
the time of the Kercheval incident in the summer of 1966, when
scores of people had gathered at the site of an arrest. [?er-
cheval, however

iappened to have the city's most effective police-
community relations program, By the time the members of the
task forece were able to inject themselves into the situation
on 12th Street, it had already gotten out of hand.

The movement from a serious to a critical stage appar-
ently began when a L threaded its way through the crowd
that a man had been bayonetted by the police during an attempt
by them to sweep the streets. Missiles began to be thrown at
the officers. By 1:00 P,M, the first of the serious fires had

been set. An hour later smoke was billowing upward from at
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least four different locﬁtions. .Firemen were being
harrassed and pelted with rocks.

The Michigan State Police, who had been alerted
earlier, were requested to come to the city's assistaﬁce.
Shortly after 3:00 P,M., even as State Police were arri-
ving, the riot spread from 12th Street into other bﬁsiness
districts,

There was no lack of the disaffected to help spread
it. Although not yet deteriorated to the point of Newark,
like Newark Detroit was-losing population, Its prosperous
middle class whites were moving to the suburbs and keing
replaced by unskilled Negro migrants,

Between 1960 and 1967 the Negro‘populatibn rose from
just under 30 percent to an estimated 40 percent of the total.
Those who moved out were the most vigorous, revenue-producing
portion of the population; leaving behind an ever greater num-
ber of the old and young, who were less productive, yet cost
the city more in terms of services. -

In a decade the school system had gained 50,000 to
60,000 children, Fifty-one percent of the elémentary school
classes were overcrowded. Simply to achieve the statewide
average, the system needed 1,650 more teachers, which would
mean the building of an additional 1,000 classrooms. The
combined cost would be $63 million. ©f 300,000 school chil-
éren, 171,000 or 57 percent, were Negrc. RAccording to the

Detroit Superintendent of Schools, 25 different school
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districts surrounding the city spent §100 to $500 more per
pupil per year than Detroit. 1In the inner city schools
more than half the pupils who entered high school becamé
dropouts. |

The strong union structure had created ideal condi-
tions for the working man, but had left others, such as
Civil Service and Government workers, comparatively disad-
vantaged and dissatisfied. Iﬁ June the "Blue Flu" had |
struck the city as police officers, forbidden to strike, had
staged a sick-out. In September, the teachers were to go on
strike. E&he starting wages for a plumber's helper were al-
most equal to the salary of a police officer or teacher.],

Some unions, traditionally closed to Negroes, zeal-
ously guarded training opportunities. In J&nuary of 1967
the school system notified six apprenticeship trades it would
not open any. new apprenticeship classes unless a larger num-
ber of Negroes were ihcluded. By the Fall of 1967 some of
the programs were still closed.

High school diplqmas from inner city scﬁools were-.
regarded by personnel directors as less than valid. In July
of 1967 unemployment was highexr than it had been for five
years. In the 12th Street area it was estimated to be between
12 and 15 pexcent for Negro men; 30 percent or higher for those
under 25,

The more education a Negro had the.greater his inegual-

ity in income vis-a-vis the white tended to be. Whereas the



89

income of whites and Negroes with a 7th grade education was
about equal, the median income of whites with a hiéh school
diploma was $1,600 more per year than that of Negroes, and
white college graduates made $2,600 more per year than their
Negro counterparts. In fact, as far as his income was con-
cerned, it made very little difference to a Negro whether he
had attended school for & years or for 12.

Although Mayor Cavanagh had appointed many Negroes to
key positions in his administration, in elective offices the
population was still groésly underrepresented. Of nine
councilmen, only one was a Negro. Of seven members of the
school board, only two were Negroes.

Resistance to urban renewal was widespread among
residents. Results from urbanrrenewal were doubtful. In
the middle of the downtown urban renewal area, one of the
city's two largest department stores had closed its doors.
Because of the financial st;aits it found itself in, the city
was unable to produce on promises to correct conditions en-
gendering complaints.

By 4:00 P.M. the rioting, looting and burning was
spreading over an ever-wider ‘area. There was no longer any
hope of the restoratidn of order.without a ﬁassive response,
The National Guard was called for.

At 6:57 P.M, the first troops appeared oﬁ the streets.
At 9:07 P.M. the first sniper fire was reported. At 12:45 A.M.,

Monday, July 24th, the first person died. He was a 45-year old
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white man, shot by the owner of the store he was looting.

As the enfire social order began to show signs of
disintegrating into chaos, individual responses sometimes
were unexpected,

Twenty-four year old E. G., alNegro born in Savannah,
Georgia, had arrived in Detroit in 1965 in order to attend
Wayne State University. Rebellion had been building in him
for a long time because "You just had to bow down to the
white man." For example: "When the insurance man would come
by he would always call out to my mother by her first name
and we were expected to smile and greet him happily. . .
Man, I know he would never have thought of me or my father
going to his house and caliing his wife by her first name .,
Then I once saw a white man slapping a young pregnant Negrb
woman on the street with such force that she just spun around
and fell. 1I'll never forget that." The memory of violence
committéd against Negroes in the south, for which no one had
ever been punished, still rankled in him. |

When a friend called to tell him about the riot at
12th Street, E. G. went there expecting "a true revolt," but
was "disappointed as soon as I saw the looting begin. I
wanted to see the people really rise up in revolt, When I
saw the first person coming out of the store with things in
his arms, I really got sick to my stomach and wanted to go
home. Rebellion against the white suppressors is one thing,
but one measly pair of shoes or some food completely ruins

the whole concept.”
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T E. G. was standing in a crowd, watching firemen work
when Fire Chief Alvin Wall called out, asking for help from
among the spectators. E. G. responded, his reasoning was
that “No matter what color someone is, whether they are green
or pink or bluec, I'd help them if they were in trouble.

That's all there is to it."

He worked with the firemen for four days, the only
Negro in an all-white crew. (Of 1700 men in the fire depart-
ment there were only 40 Negreoes) Elsewhere, at scattered
locations, a half dozen other Negro youths pitched in to help
the firemen,

Dolice protection for firemen was sporadic. As a
result, the order was issued that whenever firemen were sub-
jected to attack, whether by rocks and bottles or sniper fire'

they were to abandon whatever fire they were working on and

withdréw from the area. As desperate residents -- employing
garden hoses in the attempt to keep the flames from spreading
to troir homes from adjacent business establishments -- wit-
nessed the withdrawal of the firemen,[ghey were led to believe

A 12 that the withdrawal was intended as an act of retribution.
Antagonism against the firemen increasedZ]

Since a moderate breeze was blowing, there were many
instances of a fire spreading from its original location. This
led to erroneous reports that entire blocks were being fire-
bombed and destroyed. At one point, out of a to£al of 157

pieces of fire apparatus with which Detroit was equipped, 153
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were engaged in fighting the fires.

One area of the ghetto remained insulated from the
riot fever. On the northeast side a district of some
~ fifty square blocks inhabited by 21,600 peréons had been,
in 1966, guided into 1izing itself by the Tnstitute of
Urban Dynamics. Banding together in the Positive Neighbor-
hood Action Committee the residents had begun, with pro-
fessional advice but with community control, to organize
block clubs and to make plans for the improvement of the
neighborhood. 1In order to'meet the need for récreatibnal
facilities, which the cit§ was not proﬁiding, they managed
to raise $3,000 to purchase a number ¢f empty lots for play-
grounds. Although opposed to urban renewal they agreed to
CO-SpOns¢ with the Archdiocese of Detroit a housing pro-
ject in which the block clubs would have equal control.

When the riot broke ov” the residents, through the
block clubs were able to organize gquickly to seal off the
area, Youngsters, agreeing to stay in the neighborhood,
participated in detouring traffic. 'fven though many persons
identified with the rioters as far as a rebellion against the
system was concerned, only two small fires -- one of them in
an empty building -- were set. There was no violence.

Many of the National Guarxdsmen when they arrived in
the city were tired, having traveled 200 miles on trucks from
their summer encampment. Por some, the city was unfamiliar
territory occupied by an unfamiliar people. Without training
in their role as auxiliary law enforcement personnel, the
Guardsmen were unable to cope with the situation with which

they were faced.
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/“'
! A Detroit newspaper reporter who spent two days

;

/ »iAime im +ha comma 2ep of one column, told a Commission

| f mac.....e guns being accidentally fired,
B

. street lights being shot out by rifle fire, and buildings
being placed under siege on the most haphazard and sketchy
reports of a sniper hiding there. One incident related by
the reporter was the following:

A report was received on the radio that -an Army bus
was pinned down by sniper fire at the intersection. National
Guardsmen and police, arriving from varying directions,

jumped out and began asking each other: "Where's the sniper

fire coming from?" One person said: "I think it's coming
from over there." As he pdinted to a building, everyone
rushed about, taking cover. A soldier, alighting from a jeep,
accidentally pulled the trigger on his rifle. As the shot
reverberafed through the darkness an officer yelled: "What's
going on?" "I don't know," came the answer. "Sniper, I

guess.,"

) Without any clear authorization or direction someone

opened fire upon the suspected building. A tank rolled up

and sprayed the building with .50 caliber tracer bullets., Law
enforcement officers rushed into the surrounded building and
discovered it empty. “They must be firing one shot and run-
ning," was the verdict.

As this was occurring, the reporter went te the bus and

interviewed the men who had gotten off and were crouched all

around it. When he asked them about the sniping incident -he
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was told that someone had heard a shot. He asked: "“Did
‘the bullet hit the bus?” The answer was: "Well, we don't
know.,"

In another instance a column of National Guardsmen
reportedly opened fire upon a police command unit that had
been placed upon a high.building in order to deal with snipers.

Lt. General John L. Throckmorton, the regular Army
officer placed in command of the combined forces, requested
that the city relight the darkened streets. Mayor Cavanagh
replied that he would be happy to do so if the troops would
stop shooting out the lights,

As troops were busy shooting out lights at one such
¥ location, a radio newscaster reported over the air that he
\was pinnzd down by sniper fire,

7ith persons of every description arﬁing themselves,
and guns being fired accidentally or on the vaguest pretext
all over the city, it became more and more imbossible to
tell who was shooting at whom. Firemen, contrary to law,
were arming themselves. One shot a fellow fireman; another
shct himself. A National Guardsman and a fireman were felled
by high caliber bullets whose origin it was iﬁpossible to
determine. |
The Chief 6f Police in Highland Park, a separate
.K & political entity surrounded by the city'of Detroit, redalled
that one snlper proved to be an old white drunk, shooting

from the top of an apartment building.
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umrw_u_h . .

Unverified reports received by.Commission investy=-
wetoTt tell of street gangg roaming the city, firing a
shot here and a shot there, then disappearing before the
arrival of policeZ] National Guard gunfire killed one woman
when she stood silhouéetted in the window of her motel.

A four-year old girl was shot to death when troopers
opened up with machine guns in response to the flash of a
cigarette being liéhted.

Of the 43 persons who were killed during the riot,
theeﬁzzzgﬁzlﬁrosecutor's office was able to issue warrants
in only six of the cases. In 8 no action was taken or
recommended, because no suspect was foundvor the homicide
was accidental. 1In 29 deaths, the ruling was either one of
justifiable homicide, or there was insufficient evidence
upon which to base any charge.

Approximately one and a half to two years before the
riot, R. R., a 27—yea#£31gLﬁoin dealcr, had bought a three-
story house on "L" Street, an integrated middle class neigh-
borhooa. In May of 1966, R. R., together with his wife and
child, had moved to New York and had rented the house to
three young men. After several months neighbors began to
report to R.. R, that the house was being used for wild parties.

In March of 1967, R. R. instituted evicftion proceed-
ings against the tenants. These were still pending when the
riot broke out. On Wednesday, July 26th, R. R., concerned
ahout what might happen to the house, decided to fly to

Detroit. When he arrived, he went to his mother's house to
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pick up his 17-year old brother, and another teenager.
Together the three went to the house on "L" Street, where
they discovered the tenants were not at home. R. R. called
his attorney, who advised him to take physical possession
of the house.

Taking an old .22 caliber rifle with them for pro-
tection, the three men entefed the house. R. R.'s l7~yecar
0ld brother took the gun into the cellér and fired it
several times into a pillow in order to test it.

At 7:45 P,M, R, R, called Mrs, R, *— ~-- v~= gnd ad-

vised her that he was changing the locks on the house. At

which they were going to start sniping, sometime after dark."
At 9:05 P.M, a National Guard column with two tanks
pulled up in front of the house. A National Cuard captain
said that he saw a flash in an upstairs window, and shouted
a warning to the ArAnnante Nairhhnre ronnrt+ +hewr heard nn
such warning.
The three

when a barrage ot tire was unleashed against 1t. AS hundreds
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of bullets crashed through the windows and ricocheted off
the walls, they dashed to the third floor. Protected by

a large chiﬁney, they huddled in a closet until, during a
lull in the firing,lthey were able to hang a pink'bathrobe
out of the window as a sign of surrender. They were arres-
ted as snipers.

The firing from rifles and .50 caliber machine guns
had been so intense that in a period of a few minutes the
‘house suffered more than $10,000 worth of damage. One of a
pair of stone columns was shot hearly in half,

C . reigned in the 10th Precinct Station to which
the thre n were taken. The commander of the precinct had
transferred his headquarters to the riot command post at a
nearby hospital. In his absence the command structure appar-
ently broke déwn.

As hundreds of arresteces were brought in, officers
were running this way and.that, taking it upon themselves to
carry on investigations and to attempt to extract confessions.,

Because, they said, the metal made them a target for
snipers, officers throughout the police department had taken
off their badges. They had also taped 6ver the license plates
and the numbers of the cars, so that identification of indi-
vidual officers became virtually impossible,

Sometime Wednesday night R. R. ard his two companions
were taken from their cell to an "Alley Court," the police
slang for attempting to beat confessions out of prisoners.
Officer ¥, administered such a severe keating to R. R. that

the bruises were still visible two wecksg later.
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R. R.'s l17-year old brother had his skull cfacked
open, and was thrown back into the cell. He was taken to
a hospital only when other arrestees complained that he
was bleeding to death.

The charges against all three of the young men were
dismissed at‘the preliminary hearing. The police officer
who had signed the original complaint refused even to take
the stand when he was called. | |

Dozens of cases of police brutality emanated from
the 10th Precinct station. One of these involvea the same
officer W. A young woman was brought into the station and
told to strip. After she had done so, as another officer
took pictures, Officer W. came up to her and began fondling
her. One of the pictures subsequently made its way to the
Mayor's office.

On Monday, July 24th, General Throckmorton, following
an inspection tour of the area, in which he had seen in in-
dication of imminent danger, had ordered all weapons unloaded.
The order was largely ignored by the National Guardsmen. By
late Tuesday, lodfing and firebombing had virtually ceased.
~ Yet between 7:00 .ahd 11:00 P.M. Tuesday night there were 444
incidents reported. Most were reports of sniper fire.

.During the daylight hours of July 26th there were 534
such reports. That evening b etween 8:30 and 11:00 P.M.
there were 255. Most were unconfirmed, and many turned out

to be completely unsubstantiated. Yet with the proliferation
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of such repdrts, the pressure on law enforcement officers to
discover some snipers became tremendous. Homes were broken
into, and séarches made on the flimsiest of tips.

Before the arrest of a secretary in the City Assessor's
office called attention to the situation on Friday, July 28th,
any person with any kind of a gun in his home was liable to
be picked up as a suspect.

Of the 27 persons who were charged with sniping, 22
hadicharges against them dismissed at the preliminary hearings.
One pleaded guilty to possession of an unregistered gun and
was given a suspended sentence. Trials of the remaining four

~- one on a reduced charge -- are pending.



II THE RIOT PROFILE
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By the summer of 1967 the Negro ghcttés of the United
States had become vast reservoirs of explosivé,humanity. As
a result of migration from rural areas and a Negro birth -

rate 50 percent higher than that of the white population,

- the ghettos, whose density was alrecady much higher than that

'of surrounding areas, continued to increase rapisly in size’

and ﬁumbers._ Approximately 50 percent of the ghetto pbpula;

tion was made up of persons 25-years'of age or yoﬁq%er.
Inadequately educated, without salable skills in a complex
technological society, the.unemp¥oymeﬁt rate of this group
“in some éreas was. as high as 35 percent. incongruous situé~
tions existed in thch, as thousands éf people,looked for

work, hundreds of job c¢penings were available which appli-

P K

cants lacked the Skilli\to £il1.

It cdoes not appear accidental that the time of the,
nost serious disturbances coincides with the dismissal of
school, and fhe éppéarance on the streets of téns of thou-

sands of teenagers who, unable to obtain jobs, lack adequate

Liecfeational facilities, The volatility of.masses of young
people éongregated ;ln one area i% not essentially a Negro
phénomenon. White niddie class teenagers and college youths
gathering in vacatiop resdrts have created troubles for the
police from Oregon to Florida and from. Maine to California.
Nor are the police nécessarily the precipitating elcment,
although injudicious cr .inadecuate police action freguently

becoires a factor.
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For example:
In Cincinnati the chain of events was initiated by

' complalnt, about the purpoztod double otandard of justice,

and the actual spark was struck by anger at a ni%dle :las

wne

tlegro's defense of the system;
In Atlanta the chain of events wvas 1n1t1ated by a.
et s Sl o
Negro prlvat%ﬂqu d's of a Negro; \w\
In Plainfield the chaln of events was initiated by

o trealt a Neqro-

the refusal of an off-~- duLy policcg offlcer X

upon--Hegro assault as serious. @ ' ') ; : . e ¥ 'IHMJ
A major police action, such as the shooting of the
(ghg -pd—&) youthe in Tampa has, in fac.t,. Been involved only infrcci'uentl .
Most riots have bu1lt:up in stages from a minor pclice arrest.
Notably, mostly 1n SmallCl cities, both the residents and £he
police became so convinced that a riot was about to take place
that this very expectation, like the buildup of opposing

to a clash.-ThG’“QEIIE;\

‘he United States

lona a hostilc border >l to lea

aken place iy
over the course of the past several summers, may be traced
through six identifiable Stéges. These are:

(1) Embryonic

(2) Out of Control

(3) Community InQolvement

(4) Massive Response

(5) Breakdown of the Social Order

(6) Control
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The vast majority of the riot situations never reached
. the third stage. In only three cities,. los Angeles, Newark

and Detroit, did a riot pass through all six stages:

1. Embryonic The focal point for the commencement of
every riot has been a high density earea. In the majority of‘
cases this héé been at or in the vicinity of a housing project.
Where a housing project has not been involved the location has
been SOme other centralized one where a largé numbex of people
could gather quicﬁly.

In Atlanta it was a shopping_center syrrounded by oven

crowded apartment buildings.
In Detroit -- .as in.Grand Rabids -~ it was a main
business thoroughiare, noted for the prevalence of vice, from
which overcrowded ‘apartment houses and residences were set
‘back on both sides; and which, even under normal circumstances,
" is filléd Qith ﬁumerous people.
- The focal arce, therefnre, has alﬁayé been a natural
-gathering place. And wvhercas the specific incident involving
‘the police has often been of a secondary nature in precipi-
tating the riot, the oresence and actions of the pplice have
'éontributed significantly to attracting the large number of
' éeople from which a pool of rioters could develop.
While'people are, naturally, dravn to any scene of
excitement, the ennui and_drearinéss of the ghétto tend to
multiply the drawing power of an event.interrupting the roufine.

One of the great problems of firc dcpartments in ghetto areas
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is. the numerous small grass and garbage fires set, and false
alarms turned in, by kids for no other purpose than to see

" fire engines roll down the street.

sult of the weather, more people than usual were in the gr\-
streets, In:17 cities éxaminedv the éverage temperature oﬁ r..i‘auidg
the. day the precipitating incident tqok place was 87 dcgrecs,'
6 dégrees above normal for that date. |

The longer the police remained in the area.and the
more flambojaptly they, or the fire department did so -- with
sifcns turnéd on and flashing red lights ~- the more they
served as a magnet for people. |

In Los Angeles}‘since the Watts riot, it has become
standard procedure.for the poliée and firemen to.move in and
éut quickly and silently, without the use of sirens, when 2
potential riot condition exists.

| Ohce nunbers of residents have gathered, the asseﬁbly

takes on the air of é neighborhood meecting. As descriptions
: bf the poiice actién on the scene are passed from mouth to |
moﬁth they become ﬁagnified and disforted. Other actions of
the police in the past which, as result of the inadequacy'in
police procedure for handling grievances, have never been
resolved and have thus been left festering in the minds of the
ﬁeople,_are brought uvup. Soon the current incident is inextri--
cébly iﬁterwbven with these of the past.

Information is exchanged regarding the practices of

merchants and landlords, and the injustices and indignities,
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both real'gnd fancied, sufferéd by the people. At .this
Juncture the gathering may be regarded as a ﬁassive gripe
session, lacking an outlet for the expression of the gripéé;

If.a significant official, such as thé mayor, to whom
the gripes may be directed, arrives on the scene, violence
may usually, fqr the moment, be averted. If no such figﬁre.‘
arrives, but some kind of indigenous. leadership emerges
from the assembly, a meeting with municipal authorities is
usually sought, |

Thé most significant exception to this process
océurred in Detroit, where the action of rioters leap-
frogged, almost completely, the initial stage.

| The feaction of the policé~at this point is érucial.

The'reflgx reaction is to diSpe;se a crowd, especially if
it is an obviously hostile c;owd;.from the fringes of which
occasional rocks are thro@n.' Thé standard concepnt of law
enforcémént is to break up an illegal demonstration or march.
There has been a- failure to recognize that such t#ctics are
not applicable to'gﬁetto gatheringé.

In the traditional demonstration or march, diverse ynha\

people from diverse areas unite to protest against one spe nL—diQa\

cific object or one specific policy. When such a march is
broken up, the physical unity of the grdup tends to be dis—‘&&

sqlved. As geople arg scattered they return to the diversc

arcas and pursuits vhich are their norm.
The dynamics of the ghetto gathering are entirely

different. Since such gatherings ternd to ke political




mectings of the most primeval, grass-rcots naturc, to dis-

perse them is to disperse frustrations that have not had an

arca in which they are gathering, to disperse them is the’
opposite of uscful., When police in one city shouted to C&_

demonstrators: "Go home!" the retort was: "We are home,

you go home."

The folly of police ac£ion in‘brcakiné up such inci- §
pient politicai meetingsy’ wvas most dramatically demonsfratedg:
in Plainficld and Kewark, where policé directly iqhibited ‘
“the political process, and immediately thereafter witnessed
the commencement of widespread violence.

In fact, every effort should be made to contain the
protest within the bounds of political ekpression., Although
at loggerheads with her police department, the Mayor of New:
Bruﬁswick, New Jersey, was vindiéate@ in her use of political
means to solve the criSis. |

The key words in th%Alexicon of riot prevention during

e

the embryonic stage are:‘Isolate and contain,} oy gin n A loe
o ' . ee —
. Police must- be able to act swiftly enoégﬁ anc zn_large
'?u‘) s '
e, enough force to scal off the area in which the crowd has
D

{gathered and to prevent it, as much as possible, from scatter-
ing into business streets where longstanding gricvances‘against
commercial practices are likely to be transformed into the phy-
sical acts of window-smashing, looting and firebombing.
SimultaneoUsly, since aggressiye action by the police

will almost surely aggravate the anger and resentment of the
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Negro crowds, the police should make every effort tq avoid )
”0090

playing theé role of agents provocateur.

In Los Angeles in 1965, for example, the actions of
two Highway Patrol officers in dragging a yodng girl whom
they believed, erroneously, had séit on them, out into the
middle of the street, transformed a potentially dangerous

situation into a critically explosive onc.

2. Out of Control: If a crowd is frustrated by:
(1) /ffhe failure of municipal government to make meaningful _i——-;éj?_
or (2) the actions of the police; they will almost surely |
moveé into the second stage, consistiﬁg of intensified rock-
throwing and window-smgshing, fpllgweajby looting and burn-
irg. This is the commencehcnt of.the riot proper.

As far as has been determined, the initial partici-,
paﬂts in this activity consist almost totally of male teen-
agers and young adults, few of whom are over the age of 25,
There is some evidence that initial attacks tend to be dis-
criminate and made against those stores and businesseé'whose
" proprietors have incurred the ﬁost resentment of the resi-
denﬁs.

It is at this juncture that the police have the .last
opportunity to control the situatioﬁ. If they are unable,
because of a lack of-sufficicnt]nanpowcr_, cither to make
arrests or to coraon off the area, riot activity will, most
likely, spread to other areas of the Negro'ghetté.

There is evidence, although at £his mowent not con-

clusive, that in some citics criminal clements have begun to
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take advantage of the situation to systematically rob stores.

The most devastating reaction occurs when police remain

visible,Abut, b ccause_of the fewness of their number amidst

a vast mass of rioters, appecar to have been rendered impotent.,
?“mﬂ;"& (i.n Cincinnati, although the disturbance spread, in no
gﬁ,, 4dcase were law cnforcement officeré outnumbered to the extent 4

f \Q%that they were not able to react and, as a result, although'
avw&ﬁit there were isolated actions in various portions of the city, ¢
they were casily éontrollablé;>
.In Tanpa, where police werce caught unprepared, they Shel¢*5:

remained ot of the arca entirely until they were abhle to

move in sufficient force to control the situation. Whereas

this resulted in considerabhle destruction at one locale --

and in terms of scope of the area and numbexs cof the people
cannot he eguated with such cities as Detroit and Los Angeles

-- it did cffectively prevent the creation of the psycholo-

gical image of a police force that has been overwhelmed.do\m \7—_%‘&
' . non-
3. Cormunity Involvement Once it hbecomes apparent m‘{‘:

that arrests are not being made, spectatofs and bjstanders}“} Lo,
young and cld, begin to join in the looting; As pcople see
neighbors with goods in tﬁeir hands walking about freely under

thg eyes of the pelice, and some of the%tores from vhich these

goods have come going up in flames, there is a ra?ionaliza»

tion that what is going to burn anyway might as well be made

use of. éhe stigma of theft is removed and the "caxnival
atmosphere” that numerous witnesscs have spoken of, sets in.

At thisstage of a riot hopes of containment nust be abandoncd,
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L
l ’\-‘“h— 432‘“1{11 orcc‘eorslblc %_rim.l\odkti%re k“{: law cndu\}_cor. "‘:"‘é
!

not w-u
| It was the swift movement of the riot frow Stage 1 \“**h
to 3 and the failure of the authoritics to'recoghize the
: . . o, s s _mean
fact that-contrlbuted to making the Detroit riot the most autlentes

. urcmmmuan\J
destructive. As rioters and looters were roaming unmoles sted wertas 1 ek )

up and down 12th Street and spreading out to other sectlons:k:aﬂ"_

¢, e
of the city, counter=riot teams of community workors vere ‘e io'n*
. Iav 3
still moving through the neighborhoeds, trying to dampen 05(7

rumors and asking pcople to cool. it.

This was activity appropriatc and effective for the
first stage of a riot, not the third. Simultdneously
municipal authorities vere contihuing to proceed with a
plan of or .rations that had been;effectiQe in the Kercheval
incident the year before, when only a small number of per- .
son§ within a linited area had been invelved.

The fact that the Detroit riot reached, within a time
of two to three hours, the stage that it had taken the Los
Angeles riot, two years before, 36 hours to arrive at, points +hg?
-up f:he necessity for run1c1pal authorltJeq to :anreaseh the “*\:‘h‘-c“

<
‘EL\M‘ ces.,
hellow on s

As massive numbers of extra- urhan law enforcemont per-

speed and effectivencss of their response.

ssnnel -~ state police, uatlonal Guard and, in Detroit,
Fedcrnl Troops -- are injected ‘into the chao, of a riot, they
have, in the past, -- themselvov tended to ChaCCIblLP the
confusion. Young National Guardsmen,.many of them unfgmlliar

with cities or their Negro inhdbitants, werc plicd with rumors
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boder) every case the death toll rose

6f snipers and guerilla warfare and a population in rebel;
lion. As fhey were injected into darkened'arcas, the most
innocuous actions of the populaée began to takec on sinister
ﬁeanings for ‘them. Reflections in a window were iﬁtern
Ereted as sniper fire. A man ligﬁting a cigarctte was_théugk
to be a fire bomber; The behavior of a drunk driver was in-’
terpreted.as a kamikaze assault.
As police began hsing gunfire in their attempt to

cﬁpture loofers, apd National Guard troops used their wecapons
for such diverse purposes és shooting out streetlights and

firing at cars that failed to halt at roadklocks, reports of

sniper fire spiralled upward in number. Even as looters were

éh axe Clearcd from the streets and fires were being controlled, the

intensity of the major riots incongruously heightened. 1In

In every case
the impression vas implanted that.numbers of the deaths wexe
due to sniéer fire; although law enforcement officers,fwho,
logically, would be the target of such snipers, escaped vir-
‘tually unscathed. |

5. Breakdown of the Social Order As the atmosphere

of fear and chaos continued, some of the safeqguards that so-

ciety has constructed to insure the maintcnance of order, and

to make every person accountable for his actions, began to

sho

Tnd

7 signs of cracking. Arrests werc made if a person was

seen carrying a bag of groceries or had a suitcase of clothes

in his car. Pcople swept up cn massc in the strects dis-

N

appearcd for days into detention facilitie
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In Newark some police officers, adopting thé'behavior
of rioters whém they had been arrxesting, engaged in the
destruction of property. In Detroit, a policé officer wiﬁh
an excellent record committed at least two criminal acts.

In é motel,'several officers, in their determination to in-
terrogate suspects, began playing "a éame," and before.thé -
game was ended, three ﬁersons had beén shot to death. |

Law enforcement officers began to act upon wild tips
-- as in the case of the Muslim Hosque shootigg in Los
Angeles or the sniping reported from the housg on "L" Street
in Detroit -- as.if they came from the most reliable of
sources.

Media of mass communications reported rumors and on-.
the-spot items without checkingTOn them, and by the very
nature of their belng broadcast, they ;cnded to assume the

au‘Lhor:LLy of fact & o w & WWW

6. Control. As the succ¢essful Jmplenentatlon of

curfews by large numbers of law enforcement personnel Suc-—,

Firm? /7'

cessfully cleared the strcets of affected cities, and fire

discipline was restored: to troops and police, the number of
incidents reported rapidly diminished. In no case di@ the

withdrawal of troops lead to a resumption of riotous activity.
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For an America that had become accustomed to the
Negro's acceptance, by and large, of the inferior étatus
-assigned to him, fo his passive non-violent responsé to - 7
active acts.,of violence perpetrated against him, énd'to his
never—éndiné'reliance on legél redfeés to force compliance;
with national laws that in some sections were beihg ignorgd
or cvaded, the revelation that ﬁegroeé wouié advocate res-
ponding to forcetéith force was a startling one.

The demagoguery and braggadocio of Rap Brown's de-
clarations: "We built this countr&'qp, and we can burn it
dovn," created among,whiteé a mocd of fear and anger and a
rcadiness to believe that organjized rebellion was throbbing
in the heart of every city. Many young militant Negroes,
convefscly, haad becomé disenchanted with an evolutionary pro-
éess'that appeafcd to hold iittle promise for them in their
lifetimnes. Reiieving they had nothing tb lose; they accepted
_the philoscphy that riot was a legitimate means of protest,
‘and that the looting of white businesses and destruction of
white property.in the black ghettos was, invfact,'ndt a cri-
~minal act, but just retribution for “exploitation.”

As the summer of l9G7'approachedL thercfore, a climate
"had been created in which much of white America expected
riots, and in which many yoﬁng Nearoes were willing to oﬁlige

on the slightest pretext.



11.2
SOCIO-ECONOIMIC CONDITIONS

-AAMWJ Located as they have been, at the bottom of the ladder,

tsm Negrocs have been the last Lo benefit fromyt he revolutionary
Qu»
1b_imhno'x*echnolog1cal and economxc chanqev that have altered America's.

:ﬁ;h&«nx social structure in the past 50 years. At a time whor» 75.
gum1nh . _ .
saarant |percent of Amexica's high school. graduates are going on to

e

college, in many ghetto schools 50 ‘percent or more of the
,~’“”"¢’)pﬁpils are dropping out.. Until 1954 the southern schools the-
' Negro had attended had been forced to operate on a fraction
of the budget of the white schoolé._ Tcaclcrs with inferior
_{ educations, werking in inferior fa0111tlos, had produced in-
;" ‘ferior~educated pupils; As thcsg“puplls flocked and continue
to flock to urkan areas in one'qf.the great migrationslof,‘
history, they bife been unable £o compete. As their sons and
daughterc-ea%e¥ big city schools these schools, gcared laroeJy

to the education of mlddlc claqs children, began to have Qlf~

ficulty coping with the new arrivals.
The American educational system, a major factor in the
i growth of American affluence, hegan to show signs of cracking
under the stress. The average Megro ycungster in the 12th
grade is performing at a 9th grade levcl.
Uth» "~ The animosity of many American labor unions towards the
mesn : . :
, Nogro an outgrowth of battles between unions and management

A‘-U“

in which Negroes werc freguently used as strike-hreakers,

g
i mote

B et s -

aggravated the BRlack man's vrcblems in job training and em-

S ,}?

ployment.
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Statistical studies have shown a Qirect relation
betwecn low employment-low income and farily breakups and.
illegitimacy irrespective of race or nationality. In 42
qﬂ@pent of Negro families and 23 percent of white families
with incomes under §$3,000 the man is missing from the
houséhold. Minety-two percent of Negro families and 96
percent of white -families whose income is $7,000 or more are
intact.* - | |

~ Similarly, there is a direct correlation between broken
familiés and schdol drepouts. Various stuéies have indicated
that anywvhere from 27 percent to 45 pércent of dropouts come
from bfoken homes, ¥¥ . B

Thus, a repeating‘cycle sets in:

> Low Ihéémé — Faﬁily Break-up —>
Low Employment Illegitimacy

Inferior Education

Dropeuts > Inferior Fducation

The effect on major cities has been catastrophic.

* Social 4+ Economic Conditions of Neqroes in the Uniteéd
States, October, 1967. T

** - gchool Dropouts. Research Division -- National

Education Association.
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Traditionally cities ﬁave béen able to absorb an
influx of uﬁdérsﬁillcd and undcreducated peopié, because
the citics themselves were still expanding, and hecause the
nation was- in an earlier stage of industrial.development, in
which an amplitude of low-skilled jbbs were available,

A generation ago an upwardly mobile family,.whep it
moved, tended to move from one section of the city to anothér.'
Toddy the move.is most often from the city to the suburbs.
The most vigorous, revenue-producing portion of the popula-
- tion is, therefore, lost.

As Negroes moved into the cities to begin occupyiing
the deteriorated and dilapidated.hOusiﬁg that other groups
reaching affluence were moving.ouf of, the éyﬁle in whiéh
families of migrants viere entrapped began to transfer itsclf

fo.the cities.

Migrants > Low Employmeht > Lbﬁ ReVehué —_—
B Low Incone : High Crime
Greater Denand for Municipal Services ———>» Increase in Téi Rateé-J>

Deterioration of Tax Base
_ Acceleration of Middle Class Flight ——>> Replacerent by Migranté
In this process, such cities as Newark and Detroit have
lost their viability. Schools and serviqes deteriorated. Such
brograms as urban renewal -- which have failed to take into
'aécount thaf, although sluhs may be razed, one cannot razec the
people that inhabit them =- have frequently created more pro-
blems than they sélved.

As the complaints of citizens, more and more of whom



were black; increased proporticnately with the city's
inability to meet such complaints constructively,’anger

‘and frustration mounted on both sides. Since muniéipal
officials and the purveyors of municipal.services are

mostly white,.and the complainants mostly black, the agony'i

of the city began to take on the antagonisms of race.

THE POLITICAL PERSPLECTIVE

As cities are,'literally, contracting upon themselves,

the black core within them is expanding rapidly. ¥%hether by

E«uo‘“ >

h& {hs_“ gesign<iquch as a changlng from a district to an at-large

ng M Lnny,
iﬁ&* A system of electiogg> or by accident, this growving conccntra~ :y;
— tion of black people has been largely disenfranchised. kus

check of 17 Eastern, Southern and Midwestern cities that were (uuNA'
involved in dics turbanccs during the summer of 1967, and which

have Negro.populétions ranging from 9 pexrcent to 52 percent,
revealed them to have a total of 16 Negrd couﬁcilmgn (the

»

total number of councilmen in ecach city ranged from 5 to 30),

16 members of the boards of education (in school systems that
werc as much as 76 percent Negro), and, with the notable ex-
ception of Detroit, virtually no Negroes in key appointive

positions.

_Vfasﬁ Not only, therefore, was the normal evolutionary pro-

cess of minorities gradually being fused inte government, and

learning the disciplines and responsibilitices thereof, being

- frustrated, but the ghetto populations had no one on whom they
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could apply political prcssure - threatening hié dcfeat
.in the next election if he fdllca to b~ responsive,

. . That)ln present clrcunstancou).tnlclpal o££1c1als
have been largely pnresponsiveg/;ns been amp{gy docunented
by Commission investigators. 1In one relatively small city,
for cxample;hthe mayor{ sho had been in office more than a
decade; averred himself to ke "shocked by conditions" when 
he.visited the‘Negro ghetto. The inability of the Newark
govefnment to visuvalize or adjust to the changing realities
vas a majoxr contributing factor to the tensions in that cit;.
The problem is aggyravated by thérfact that not only are the
most restless and most militant Meyroes primarily young, so
that they have had little opportunity to participate in the
political process, but many of them have no concéption of
how Lhat plocess WOLLs. '

A youth in Plainfield, intthc beligﬁ that this was’

e

standard precccdure, complained that: "The Negroes had only

e

recently learned that the Council had not even forw rded

. "the list of grievances to the Federal Government in Washing-

ton."

Undexr such circumstances the question, "Where are the

- Negro lcaders?" asked oftentimes during the riots, takes on

almmost comic conﬂotatlon. In fact the middle class Negro

wvhom vhites have tended to identify as the Xegro leader is,

to the Megro masses, no more acceptable as a spokesman than
the president of General Motors would be to the United Auto

VJorkers.,
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By their reacticen to violenca municipal authorities

. . have, in fact, reinforced the impression that the militants

are right: that petitions may be ignored, but the use of
vower cannot. In Los Angeles following the riot it was dis-
covered that with the expenditure cf some effort more than
10,000 jobs could be made avai‘lablé to ghetto residents. 1In -

ALlanta r1ev«m s that had g
s wj

one unanswvered 1 months
le m?un h% ?&m M%.rma&\ﬂm
o with a

sud('len]_[ were rec,pondef ]acrlty,\ In Dctrolt mlll"_& (u-\'“l

Ko uwis &
L‘ ax:.‘tants viere, for t}*c first time, included in the city's plan- [
\sm&cf
{‘“*OM1nq. Bvcrywhere the persons whe suffered the greatest 1033*\0\@

- T o
o ‘Wf pre...tlge wvere the Negroes who hcd couns cled moderation.
Q" ?““NModeratJon had been responded to \uth platitudesg; militancy
A :

h A
C with results.

‘The very gains that the middle-class Negro has made

_ during the past fifteen ycars has served to alienate the
g *?"s“ ._plach rmasses from him. For these masses the civil rights

d1 ive appeared to be largely an alliance betweén liberal

L’ whites and the middle class Negro, its achievecments bene-
i

‘fitting the middle class

-]

T\ Nm——

For a man‘/\fondering vhether he had enough money to
‘buy the next meal for his family, the cjuestion of whether or
not he could eat in an expensive vwhite restaurant was acaden;i.c.
, “Traveling for a few hours cn a segrcgated bus might be tol-
: _ ‘erable, but '].iving under a.white thunb in a deérepit shack

was intolerable. .
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have the opposite of the desired effect. - In Los'Angeles,'ﬂnhn
——— P - T ——— . ‘7
LK

———

» . . ) h,n‘

The very achicvement of inteuration has tended to ehnd’ ;
é;ég;i

S

after the.fire department was integrated, the percentage~ﬂu§h
‘of Negro firemen declined to a third of what it had pre- w&d}‘ﬂsm

| 2ot w2
viously been. In Cincinnati, the number of Kegroes on

. @éf;;he police force slipped to little more than.half that
e

7
agﬁng'p'ior to integration. TFollowing integration of the New
. 7 v’

%%9, |

S . . . .
anaz“kqerscy Neticnal Guard, Megroes began to vanish from the
¥ ) n .

dor ¥

®

ranks.

#

¢

\nee As the niddle class Negro gained ground and the

P

nation congratulated itself on his advances, to the lower
class Negro the gap appeared to grow wider and wider, and
“he felt less and less identification.

RIOT PROCLIVITY

-

The more a municipality's viability has detericr-
ated and the larger its Negro population has become, the
more likely -- it may be pestulated -- it is to experience

""a riot. VNewark underwent a cataclysmic shift in population,

from mere than 65 percent white to 62 percent Neuro and
; Puerto Rican, between 1960 and 1967. The most enlightened

of administrations could not have coped with a situation in

which demands had far outstripped resources.

In Petroit, counting the number of whites who left

the city and the numbexr cof Negroes who replaced them, there
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was more than a 30 percent shift in'pOpulatioﬁ between 1960

and 1967. S

—_—

Undef such circumstances tﬁe poljce; as the most
v1s:blc and authoritarian qlgn of white power, bccomc a
crucial factorx. No matter with what good intentions, xew! : éd&mg
if any, cf the major cities appeer to have solved the pro-
_—

blenm,

c e e~

L*— Although, beginning in 1961, major efforts wcré nade
in Detroit to estabklish better police—community relaticns,
Commission investigators were told that the process never

~ reached the grass roots level; that'practical difficulties

prevented the patrolman in the 5qudd c%r<froq sitting down

acréss the table from the youth ﬁﬂo was likely to throw rocks.
In one city where officefg were conpelled to attend a

community relations course, it was referred to by them as

"Nigger loving school." In another city that had, presumably fééa—
instituted a comprehensive community relations program, the *‘f{‘g‘_
Director of Do]we told Comm1551on Jnvostlgdtors that he dld§¥%§?f
‘not see "much ba is vhatsoever to the various complaints of
Negro groups as‘tq their social and economic conditions."

. A captain called the program "a crock." Another captaiﬁ de~
clared -that there was no doubt in his ming thaf."many of'my
men say 'you black fuék'." 1owéver, he added that he did not
consider that this constituted abusivé language because, in

the vernacular of the commurity, the word "mother-fucker" is

regarded as "hello."
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In another city the Chief of Police told Commission in-
. vestigators that "the majority of officers approach the MNegro
family with the same courtesy as a whitce family." The Deputy

Chief, directly contradicted him, declaring that you have to

P ——
.

use a “"double standaré" in dealing with Feqgroes. He explainced
that: "When you go into their homes, for example, you have to

aéjust to the situation," that "you cannot usc the polite lan-

-

guage that yotu would use in a white middle class home., You

have to make a show of force, otherwisc you would not be uncder-

“he ‘Q‘

' 1 . tron
stood," because "politeness is onstru :d as weakness." \ a‘
. . . ™ ’-.
W2 an

-1h;«¢ﬂig \ %Consequcntly, the police have neither the image nor the
. ‘ 3

1)>ﬂhq support irn the Négro community that they ¢o in the white. Be-

i \k, qguse of the high Negro crime raté the law enforcement officer
dNN' *xendc to view cvery black person as a suspect. Yet the over-
wholmlng majority pf v1¢t1ms.of Negro crimes are Megroes --- in
ono Detroit precinct, Qhere.78 pexrcent of identified assault
offenders were Negroes,. 76 percent of the victims vere Negroes
' and tﬁe complainfér;? the vicfims is that the police fail to

respond expeditipusly; and when they deo arrive, are apt to regard

y L] L \J : M . .
the crime not as seriously as a similar offense committed in a
vhite area.. As a result the police tend to be looked upon more

as a force of occupation than a keeper of law and order.

A

As greater and greater arcas of a city become inhabited

by Negroes, precinct stations hecome hkastions, the primary
. 1

allegiance of whose defenders i§ not to the citizens, but to

each other.. Problems of police recruiting become critical.
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-Whites are reluctant to enter a profession in which the

expectation is one of daily stress and antagonisn,

Negroes are reluctant to enter a profession, the community

- view of which is negative, and in which Meqgro officers tra-

ditionally have bheen isolatec:
It is the police, thercfore, who, as a constant

irritant, are most likely to inflame the Negro community.
AVAILADILITY OF OPTIONS

The recoursc to violence, whether by the action of
an individual,. the institutionalized process of a nation's

engagenent in war, or the haphazard eruption intc riot by a

ke mob, traditionally tends to come as a last resort, when

(x & other options have ‘been exhausted.
Q L
r ) = - . - k3 1 * L3 L]
T en1§ks. : For example:: For the peverty-stricken individual in

a rural area'the option remains to move to the city. For

the resident of a small city the option remainsiéo move to

a larger city} ForAthe.people living in an area that overtly
practices disériminétign, the option remgins to nove to an

area which, purportedly, does not. For the inhabitants of a

city whose government is. unresponsive, the option remains to

.elect a govermment that will be more responsive.

If, then, this new government proves unwiiling or un-
able to materially improvc the conditions of the people,'the
availabiiify of nonviolent options has been exzhausted.

In the three cities with major riots: TLos Angeles,
Newark and Dctroiﬁ; Negrocs had votad overvhelmingly for a

“liberal aéministration" which they expected to procduce
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change. When this cxpectation proved unfulfilled, the
probability of a riot becare great.
In Los Angeles and Newark the explosion came five

years after the election; in Detroit, six.

RUMORS AND SNIPERS

As a result of the rict climate that had been
created, much qQf the nation's press was reaﬁy to secize
upon any disturbance and describe it as a "riot." Acts of
violence and destruction committed by rioters, amplified
in some cities by the massive and inappropriate response of
National Guardsmen and law enforcement offiéers,ggzithen
further exaggerated by reporters aﬁd headline writers, un-
til the population of the United States could believe itself,
reasonaly, to be .faced with a state of civil.insurrection in
.which organized guerilla bands werc roaming city streets.

Rumors prolifcrated and sometimes had their origins
in the most unexpected places. 1In Grand'RaﬁidSy two carloads
~of vacationing famjilies were reported to be guerilla rein-
forcements rushing to the city. 1In Tampa, a Trailways bus
loaded with Negroes was viewed in the same light. ¥n-Lecs
Angeles, postﬁl emnployees, arriving for a convention, were
-reported to be "hordes of Black Mﬁslims.“ In Detroit a
-person with a bow and arrow was reported as a "sniper."

The sﬁériff of one cbmmunity in New Jerécy reléted to
Commission investigators "A trick," which, he felt, "helped

calm things down some." The Sheriff said that he had gotten
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"hold of one of his people in New York City and asked him to

call one of the militant liegroes in _‘ . He said
he asked this caller to say that that ﬁigh; there w&% going
to be a showdcwn between pegple from New York Cify and the
_____police department, that he was bringing a lot of
Negroes with guns over from Harlem, and that they were going
to shoot it.out wifﬁ the ____police cepartment and it
didn't maké any difference who or how many pébp;e got.killéd;bi
The Sheriff said that the.man who had been called went im-
mediately to the _ _police department and that he also
spread the word that people should keep off the streets that
~night because there was going to be.serious.trouble from out-
siders. The Sheriff believes that this “trick" had resulted
in the cuietest night of the whoié‘ﬁeek;‘ |

Although the devastating.effect of rumors during war-
time has becn'amply.documentcd, there has Been a failure’to
recognize that the spréad of .xrumors could be even more injur-
ious‘during a period of potential civil distufbance. Repor-
ters. unfamiliar with and inexperienced in the coverage of
riots éften acceptqd as fact second and'third~hand accounts
and expressions of opinion. Any person injured by gunfire
from an unknown.source,.was shot by a "sniper." Officia;s
played statistical ganes which turned badléituations into
seemingly catastrophic;oner. Impressive figures on riot in-

jurics were compiled by such devices as listing poison ivy

as a "rict-connected" injury.
Onec city's fire depertment listed 82 injuriecs, in-

cluding such as "Fell on hand, injuring right little finger,"
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) "PaiﬁHin'back; feil~over.ané couldn't straighten up," and,
"Fell off apparatus which moved." Only two 6£.the men were
injured b& nissiles ancd noﬁe by snipcr fire, yet thé over-
riding impreésion created was that many‘of theﬁ ﬁad been hurt
‘as a result of direct acts against thém by the populacc.

A répresentative sample of the repertorial disfortions:.

"TAMPA, Fla.,'June 13 (nP) -- Rampaging Nearoes burned.
and looted Tampa's‘sprawling slums Monday for the second nigﬁt,.:
battling with about 1,000 heavily—arméd police and National
Guardsnmen." . . . .

“Policé repeatedly were pinned down by shipers through-
out the night and.early worning hours. A cruiser reported at
2:00 A M. it was receiving sniber firé From two sides."

The fact: In Tampa on- thé second night fhere was only
scattered, light action: o | . .

"CINCINNATI, Ohio, June'la_(AP) -- National Guardsm?n:~~
bayonets and machine guns rcacdy =-- reihfbrccd police today after
"huge bands of maraudérs" had scaftcred racial violence, fire[
looting and vandalism in-Cincinhati." \ 2

The fact: .The ;rouble was confined to individual car-
'I;ads of youths riﬁing about here and there in‘various sections
of the cify. | |

"ATLANTE, bunq 20 (UPI) -- One man wasvkilled and three
persons were:.wounded tonight in gun bhattles between Negroes and
.police-as violence broke out for.the second night."

~_The'fact: There was no gunfire by'Negroes..'

The Detreit Néws on Saturday, July 15, repcrted from MNc

"Nogro rioters in hit-and-run guerilla-type attacks, spread

rarisl wiAtAanaa L. r
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~ from ambush_posifions fdugﬂt séveral gun battles with National
Guardsmen and police." . . . "Negro youths in the riot sector
tolad newsﬁen:that'nlack Muslims took part in the violence and
they mix lye with molasses -- and 'when they fﬁfow it at the
cops, it sticks.'' |

. Thé Fact: There were no sqch hit-and-run guefillaftype

attacks; tﬁere weré no gun battles from ambush; and there was

no molasses throvmn at the pplice. '

On July 26th the Detroit News reported:

_"Three unidentified Negro youths were killed in a gun-
fight behind the Algiers Motel, Woodward and Virginia Park.
“The'bédiés were found on the ground floor of the Algiers:
lanor, a three- qtory annex to the ﬁofql.
"pPolice and GLardsmcn were caiiéd to the scehe about mid-
night when sniping began from the Manor. |
"Homicide Detective Edward Hayes séid shots were coming
from the roof and windows on all floors.
"Police and Gﬁardsmen'were'pinned down for several miﬁutes
before the'firing.stopped.“ '
. The fact:  There is no eyidence that anyoné fired 6ut of
:the motcl. Two éf thé youths were shotgdnned down byvpolice, and
the death of the third is still being investigated. Murder charges

have been filed agalnst one ofllcer.

On July 24th The Detroit Rews reported from Englewood, New
Jexrsey:
"Police and Negro snipers exchanged heavy gunflro last

nlght and carly teday as racial violence hit thlS New York

T LI . -
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City suburb fof the fourth straight night,

"snipers set up a thrée¥way'crossfirc.at William'
and Jay Strecets in the heart of the Fourth Uard Negro
ghetto, and pinned down 100 policemen, four reporters and:
a photographer for more than an hour."

The fact: kldelset off a number of flrecruckerQ.

The lead story in the July 27th edltlon of thc

Philadelphia Inquirer read as follows:

“DETROIT, July 27 (Tlxursday) - Two Mational Cuard
tanks ripped a sniper's haven witﬁ machine guns Wednesday
night and flushed out three shaggy-haired white youths.
Shipers attacked a guard command post and Detroit's racial
riot set a modern record for leodshed; The death toll
soared to 36, topping the Watts ﬁloodbaths of 1965 in which
35 died and making Détroit's insurrection the most deadly
rac1a] riot in nodcrﬁ u. Ss. hlStOIY. o« o o e

“In the attack eon thé cnlper's nest, the Guardsmen
poured hundreds of xounds of .50 Callber‘machlne gun fire
“into the home, which.authorities said housed arms and ammu-
.nition used by Weét.Side sniper-squads.

| "Guardsmen'recovgred guﬁs and ammunition;. A reporter
with the troovers, said the house, a neat brick home in a
neighborhood of $20,000 to $50,000 homc., was torn apart by
the machine gun and rifle fire.

"Sniper fire crackled from the home as the Guard unit
approéched. It was one of the first verificd reporté of

-~

sniping by whites." . . . .
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"'Watch for houses with gne screen off a window on
the second floor,' he said matter-of-factly. 'And keep
your eye peeled for second floors where one window has the
shade down and the other is-open a crack.'
"!'Can you spoL then by muzzlo blasts when tbey fire?'™
I asked. . |
| °"'No;.not any more,' he saiﬁ. 'They've ¢gotten smart.'”
They open the window a little, move way back in the room and
then fi;e.' |
“'They'can‘snipc away for hours and you.éan‘t see them.
i We were even taking fire from burning buildings last night.'"
‘];Ts;anwnunﬁf- European newspapels began cal]:nq American cities

*& o&mb.;lOL“’Vlllo’ U.S.A." .The Communist Press reveled in the

Ef;kﬁ -7v1olcnco, and exploited ﬁ; to the hilt.

M‘m r\°\$ kai . ‘* '\AW .
Q‘G\m n wnan CONSPIRACY AND ORGANIZATION

The Cormmission is conducting a continuing and exten-
sive investigation into the questicn of organization in the
i riots. To date no evidence of a conspiracy has been found.
i : melrlcal tests tcnd to 1nn1cate the unllkolxhood of such a
| ' . st £ or Yot
conspiracy. ‘ "qh1 ex n 4L$¢u!
Riots did not take placc concurrently in major cities
so as to create the greatest possible strain on law enforce-

! ~ment agencies. In most communities the issues were local, and
in many of them militant Negroes attenpted to bring about a

solution of the problems by rolitical means.
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Before the summer of 1967 H. Rap Ricwn and toLoly

- "\' ‘,R\ﬁg-h,
aq Q\nﬂ\wv
Vo' Ncgroee that only by uniting un’l coparatlng tbcmselve f‘ro.lm\

‘ew the white community could they escape Lhe genoc ide bc.mqaé&&'%,\maﬁw,

)
k ¥f planned for them. It was their conLentlon that America

Carmichael set the trap. )mheir intent was to conv1ncc

lgﬁ

would never w1111nq1y grant equallty to Negroes, kut that
‘the response would be one of violence.

Hencé,_the greater the yiblenbe that was. reportec,
the more grist was manufactured for their mill. They in-
terpreted the rceports of scores of snipexrs as evicdence that

the black man was uniting and had reached the stage of

guerilla warfare. The reaction of authcorities with massive
force was, for them, procf that the campaign ¢f genocide

had gone into effect.

. ) Everywhere that Commiss on 1nvest1qators went they
M -~
O™ were told by white and black, high and low, that the riots

had pqlhrized the comﬂunity. Everyvwhere middle class Negrocs
began identifying with the rioters. Everywhere the feeling
was becoming preﬁalent among Negroes that all other options
1 'had been used up; and that now ﬁilitancy was the only possible
recoursc, A

A Negro businessman in Dctfo:t expressed hlmeelf in
sympathy with the rioters, even though two of his stores had
C " been sacked. ' . .

A Neuro police.officer in Atlanta said he believed
riots werc a gecod thing because they appecared to be the only
way to shale whités cut of their apathy and call éttention.to

the problem.
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Qﬁestioned about his reactions, aﬁ arrestee in..

Detroit who, after keing swept up on fhe streets, épent days
;in a fefid, improvised jail subjected to the verbal and |
physical abgse of officers said:. " (Before the riot) i was
really a passivé person -- hard—wdrking - trying_to reach
'tﬁis goal, tryiné'to get that degree. That's what I wantcd.'
And,I wasn't messing with nobody. I didn't break no laws

Zz or nothing —~6%uﬂfalong to people I got too much resent-
ment inside me, or bitterness now to let it (his treatment

during the riot) happen again -- to let somebody say to me,

'You have to do thiéfif'
"If thére was'anofher riot; you know what I think

I'd do? I think I'd blow up police stations. I'a go killing
this time. Oh, I'd_go killing . . . . I'd kill. That's what
I'd do. Man, I ain't against all white folks; man, but they
don't stand bf and let that happen. Yéahu that's'whathI!d
:do first -- I'd set more bombs and kcoby traps in the world.
Kill them, just like that. I'd do it. Personally I hope
£here‘s not another riot. Bcecause this time it's'gonna go
farther than it was -- itfs;going‘té spread. - It's goin§ to
cause a 1ot.of destruction -- everyﬁhére." '

| As disillusion has spread among the Negroes, the
pﬁiloéophy of the extrenists has gaingd nore creéeﬁce. Par-

tially as a result of the Black Power Conference in Mewark,
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there isigrowing cdmmunicafion‘between'nlack Power édhemmm*s..
.all over” the natien. fThere appears; cénéémitantly, to ke a
growing unity. It woulé be unvise to'beliéve that this unity
may not be translated into action if the evénts of thé summer
of 1967 are repeated. | |

A former réilroad engineer who has become a leader of
_the militants in Newark, and, following the riot, visited
- Czechoslovakia, told Commission in&estigators recently:

I wili make any kind of a commitment e§en with the
devil himself if it means bringing about meaningfui change
for Black péoplé. For Black peoﬁle to enter the mainsfream
of American life, be it Communist, Socialist‘or whatcver;
~ The suppose&ly‘democrééié brocess and tke Amefican way of
life has not proven to me and to other Black people.that it'
can deal effectively with the changes necessary Eo bring about

conditions, favorable to Black people."
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Robert Conot

A SHORT NARRATIVE HISTORY, FROFILE,
AND ANALYSIS OF THE EVENTS OF THE

SUMMER OF 1967



I. A SHORT NARRATIVE HISTORY



INTRODUCTION

In the summer of 1967 a former second-s trlng foothall

‘ playcr and choir Q1nger named Hubert Ger01d Brown throatenoa

.America with destruction.

"We built America up and we can burn it deown,"” he

shouted in city after'citv

How was 1t thae'a nation which, during tbo course of

“the past two decades, had concerned itqelf more with the e-

quality"of its mlnorltlcs than ever beforc, cou]d have 51mul—

taneously cngcnﬂered a "Rap“ Brown?

. In 1954 the Unpite St%EFq QU ene CourL, in the case
Brown v Brah &k Rhuschon o\ -

'of[?apekadve—sfewa had ruled thaf separate but equal facil-

ities are inherently uneqeal, and that schools would have to
bexdesegregated'with all deliberate speed. |

On Decehber 1, 1955 a Neagro seamstress naﬁed Rosa
Parka was arrested when she reLused to glve up ber scat to‘
a ‘white man. on a ”ontcomcry, Alabane buo. ‘When the news
spread throucb the communlty, a young Negro minister namcd
Mé:tiﬁ Luther King; Jr. organlzed a boycott of Lhe bus 31no.
It Qeé thezfiret'impiementatioﬁ of the doctrinevofAth~
vieienee.in the civil rights struggle. It.demenetrated to
Neérees that, as a people, they had power that theyflaeked as

individuals. As the case slowly wended its way through the

Hcourts, they stood firm despite intimidation, threats of

v1olonce, and use of v1oJenco by vhites. Houses in the Negro

i section were shot at and bnmbed Only the will'of Dr. King ./

- S : L Alae, L ' ”. NPT o
prevented Negroes from_reta$::Leaq~;e violence with violence.
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change vwas f—the process of

f significan
taking place in relatibns between the races.| As ruling
after ruliné.qf the Supfeme'CQgrt placed Federal Law and the
Negro‘éide by side, the civil righfs drive gained legality
and stature. As the Negro saw that by unity he could obtain
power, he acquired both self-respect and militanéy.

A Negro janitor in Montgomery told a reporter: “We
got our head ﬁp now, and we won't qvér bow down again --
no, sir —~uexcept before God!"

"Rap" Brown was a.tén—year 0ld in Baten Rouge,
Louisiana when the Supreme Court delivered its rﬁling on
integration of the'schools. Yet, during the next ten years,
the schools he attended were totally segregated. The son of:
" an 011 reflnery laborer and & dietician, Brown, like bls
- older brother and sister, attended the high school affiliated
. with Southern Univérsity in Baton Rouge. Like his older
5rother and sister, he went on to the university.

In 1960 he was a high school senior, considered by his
teachers to be introspective and quiet, yet VCry.much oriented
.téward the struggle for equality. .Whén students at Southern
.University organized a sit—in at lunéh counters in an attémpt
to integrate them, Brown's brother was one of-the_leaders.

In order to cnd the demonstration, Louisiana State authorities



threatened to cut off funds for the uﬁiversity unless the
demonstrations were curbed.

The presiden£ of the university, a Negro, céﬁitulated.
Several students were expelléd. In protest, scores of others,.
including Rap Brown's brother, transferred elsewhére; Rap
Browﬁl himself, however, attended Southern University until
1963 when he became a coordinator ih Alabama for the Student
Non-Violent Coordinating Conmltteo (snce) . |

SNCC had been formeo/}n Atlantd in l°60-undeia4*ﬁ>4ym;is
anl v

=X in order to coordlnate the aéi1v1tlos of var:ou _
S n Leutn. :

- L at & . It had at its 1nceptlon bcer
firmly committed to the-éee&&::; of non—v1olence, and’ Lhe goal
of integration. . Many of its wo;kers vere whlte.. Yet the winds
of chénge that had been expected tc blow acress tﬁe nation were

not blowing. 1In the South there were hardiy nore Kegro chil-~

_ dren ‘in vhite schools than ten years previcusly. Elsewhere

the principal effect of integraticn was to turn all-white

" schools into all-black schools.

As the drive for Negro equality continued in the
South, busses were burned, demonstrators were beaten and
maiddcd, and civil rights workers were akbducted and nurdered.

Members of civil rights 6rganizations, attempting to operate

‘within the framework of the nation's laws, were jailed and

prosccuted with impunity by those who opposcé the lawus.
As nore and more of the workers suffered serious in-

juries and death, and little was changed as a result, more



énd more began to believe that-in a confrontation between
.moral persuasion and violence, violence would be the victor.
The turning point was reached in'fhe sﬁmmér of 19¢€3.
- The most massive Gemonstraticns the South had,seeﬁ
began in Birmingham, Alabama. The white response was a
series §f bémbings that infiamed Negroes. Retaliation
against vhites in the form of rock-throwing and burning of
white-owned property began. A series of blood& batties é@%%.
foughf with the police. The culmination came in the quiet
of one Sunday morning. As a group of Negro children sat in
;&%§§?. Sunday scbool, a bomb exploded beneath the church. Four
» Bl young girlé were killed. No one was ever tried for the mur-
ders. f‘he sacrifice.ﬁad achieved virtually nothing.
Birmingham remainéd as whitc'subremacist as everl
Yet all over the natioQ,Birminéham had forged a hond
among Negroes. - Psychologically they had marched with the
marchers, sugfered with the iﬁjured, énd-becomq.more ané mbre
embittered at the authorities.

r

In the November, 1965 issue of the Michican Law Review

the Honorable Geofge'Edwards, Judge of the United S@atesiCourt
. of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, and former Police Commissioner
of Detroit, wrote: "Episodes like those experienced in Bir-
‘mingham and Selma, Alabama, in Oxford and Neshoba Céunty;
Mississippi, add to the police problems in every section of tﬁe
country.“ .

In the April, 1965 issue of the "Liberator," the organ

of the militants. the disaffection.had arown to the extent fﬁat



a writer declared: “"Either black people will be destroyed
or the thte Anerican Government will be destroyed. It is
a_iife or death struggle. This further illustrates that we
have oniy one alternative: Unite for sclf-defense warfare
now,'or perish!" |
' Pour fonths later, in'Aﬁgust, a combirnation ofihap;
hazard circumstances plunged Los Angcles into the bloodiest
American domestic turmoil in two decades. Within a period of
two dayé, with virtually no organization, and relatively
little éffoftw Negroes overvhelmed the police and infused the
fibers of .the nation's third largest city with fear. Negroes
everywvhere seized upon the riot as.a.demonstrationhthat‘Kiack
.if6wer was both viable and practical.

The April 22, 196€¢ issue of the Black Muslih newspaper,
"Muhammed Speaks," headlined "Coming: Bioqdy Conflicts in
the Cities?" Thé thésis of the article Qas that, as majof
Anerican citieé attained a black majority, "Jhe vhite power
‘structure_will not. 'willingly' yield to the democratic con-
-cept of 'majority rule.'"

By the spring of 1967, Stokely Carmichaél and "Rap"
Brown were saying that “You can't turn your back on violence,
becausé'yoﬁ can't live in America if you're black and be non--
-violent." [Efoclaiming ever-more stridently that America was

conductirg “"genocide" against the black wan, they were them-

selves in the process of killing SHCC. Its white supporters

had either been expelled or had deserted. 1Its supply of funds



was rapidly drying up.&lOnly 1f Carmichael and Brown could,

6
] . L] v h » N ‘ R 3 ) ¢
simultancously, convince white America that a revolution was ot

in the making)pnd Blac): America that white America would Tra
respond to black grievances with a policy of suppression 1E¥£;

: : : ev,
and violence, could they hope that their words would be heeded ﬁhé‘

by the masses; that they themselves could attain the stature
of leaders. i
.The trap had been baited and set. The question re-

mained, would it be sprung?
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On Sunday, June 11, Tampa, Florida lay somnolent in
the 940 heat. A humid wind ruff;ed the bay, where thousands
of persons had watched the hydroplane races. Since early
morning the Police Department's Selective Enforcement Unit,
designed as a riot control squad, had been employed to
keep order. & fhe pacen,

At 5:30 p.m., a block from the waterfront, a photo
supply warehouse was broken into. Forty-five minutes later,
as gathering clouds were shadowing the sun, two police
officers spotted three Negro youths as they walked near

;x: ghe State Buildinﬁ. As the youths caught sight of the
officers they ducked into an alley. The officers gave chase.
As they ran, the suspects left a trail of photographic
equipment scattered from the yellow paper bags they were
carrying.

The officers transmitted a general broadcast over
the police radio. As other officers arrived on the scene,
a_dangerous game of hide and seek began through and around
the streets, houses, and alleys of the neighborhooiiithen
Negro residents of the area adjacent to the Centra],(village
Housing Project became aware of the chase, they began to

participate. Some attempted to helE the officers jin locating E
the suspects.

R.C. Oates, one of the 17 Negroes on the 500-man Tampa
police force, spotted 19-year old Martin Chambers, bare to
the waist, wriggling away from him beneath one of the houses.

Oates called for Chambe s to come out and surrender. Ignoring
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investigation would be made into the shooting\. He believed

himself to be making headway when a hysterical girl appeared[g "‘ J
crying that the police had killed her brother.\ Her appearance >
galvanized the crowd. Rocks were thrown. Police cars driving

into the area were stoned. The police, relying on a previous
experience when, after withdrawal of their units, the crowd

had dispersed, decided to send no more patrol cars into the

vicinity.

(
This time the maneuver did not work. From nearby bars ‘lbf?
and tawdry night spots patrons joined the throng. A window
was smashed. Haphazard looting began. As fluid bands
moved down the Central Avenue business district, those storTs
whose proprietors were particularly disliked were singled \
out. A grocery store, a liquor store, a restaurant were hi .
The first fire was set. /[; 7

Because of the dismissa‘l.o(f the Selectec
Unit, and the lack of accurate intelligence information, the\
police department was slow to react. Although Sheriff Malcolm
Beard of Hillsborough CountyIWas in contact with the Depart-
ment throughout the evening, it was not until approximately
11:00 P.M. that a request for deputies was made to him.

At approximately the same time the recall, issued
earlier by the police department, began to show results. At
11:30 P.M., officers moved back into the area. Lighted by
the flames of burning buildings, it was, by this time, engulfed

in a full-fledged riot.



Falling power lines whipped sparks about the skirmish
line of officers as it moved down the street. The popping
noise of, presumably, gunshots céme from the direction of
the housing project. The officers did not return the fire.

It was announced over a public address system that

anyone caught armed would be shot. The firinq.ceased. Then,

and throughout the succeeding two days, law enforcement
officers refrained from the use of firearms. No officer, nor
any civilian, suffered a gunshot Qound during the riot.

Driving along the expressway, a young white couple, Mr.
and Mrs. C. D., were startled by the fire. Deciding to
investigate, they took the off-ramp right into the midst
of the riot. The car was swarmed over. Its windows were
shattered. C. D. was dragged into the street.

As he emerged from a bar in which he had spent the
evening, l9-year old J. C., a Negro fruit-picker from Arkan-
sas, was as surprised by the riot as Mr. and Mrs. C. D,
Rugﬁng toward the Mercury stationwagon in which the young
woman was trapped he interposed himself between her and the
mob. As, with rocks and beer cans smashing at the windows,
she was able to drive off, he pushed through to where the
white man lay. With the hoots and jeers of rioting youths
ringing in his ears, J. C. helped him, also, to escape.

By one A.M., police offiqers and sheriff's deputies

had surrounded and blocked off an area secveral blocks square.









believed it had enabled the residents to let off steam.

That evening, as National Guard troops supplanted

local ferces in maintaining a perimeter and establishing

roving patrols, anti-poverty workers went from door to

door, urging citizens to stay off the streets,

A reperted attempt by Black Muslims to incite people

failed. Although there were scattered reports of trouble
from several areas of the city, and a few fires were set --

a goodly proportion of them in vacant buildings -- there

ware no major incidents.
(Three youths were arrested when discovered with a
the of molotov cocktails, They were white, They were
: only firebugs caught during the riot.)
All during the next day false reports poured into
.ice leadguarters, Normal, everyday scenes took on
menacing tones, Twenty Negro men, bared to the waist, and
carrying clubs, were rcported to be gathering. They turned
out to be construction workers.

Mayor Nuccio continued, with uncertain success, to meet
with residents. At their suggestion that the man most 1ike1y
to carry weight with the youngsters was Coach Jim Williams,
he placed a call to Tallahassce, where Williams was attending
a Coaching Clinic. |

An impressive~looking man with graying.hair, Williams
had been the football coach at the high school serving the

central city. A year earlier he had become an assistant

14






On Monday, June 12th, while Tampa'was'géiiz:smoldering,
discontent erupted in Cincinnati, 940 miles to the north.

The issue there, too, was a killing.

16
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Although 40 percent of the school children were Negro,
there was only one Negro on the Board of Education. Of 81

members of various city commissions, only one was\ ' Negro.
i&mng\buA

w5 a new
// " Picketing at the construction of a newhfity conven-
a0 new warsh
tion hallv(io protest lack of Negrgggzgzaseagieéea in B@GY
building trades unions, produced no results. When Reverend @Lqéb

w0
Fred Shuttlesworth, who had led the Negroes in the Birmingham Qh;a,p
A

march of 1963, staged a protest against alleged discrimina- gu‘

tory ﬁractices at the County Hospital, he and his followers \

Fhabfips
were arrested for trespassing. The Rev, Shgttlesworth, -RJPFG;I
sentenced to jail, had his sentence suspended and was placed gevso~sl
on probation. By this device the court kept him under its .
jurisdiction, and prevented him from leading further non-
violent protests.

Traditional Negro leaders drawn from an affluent and
conservative middle class became more and more discredited " {,,‘n
as grandiose promise;%;

enerated imke petty results. Of
- 2,000 johcep;;;;;s talked aﬁout for young NegrgésPin the
spring of'l967,-only 65 materialized. Almost one ;ut of
every 8 Cincinnati Negroes was unemployed. Two out of every
five Negro families were living on the border of poverty or
below. |
A study of the West Endm of the city indica-
ted that one out of every four Negro men living there was

out of work. 1In one public housing area two-thirds of the

fathers were missing from the home. Of private housing









22

Municinal nfficials agreed that the city council would
= mgi-- Yy Officials, howeﬁer, rejected the call
iat they attend an open-air meeting of residents in he
ondale Seetdon that evening. City leaders did not want to
wve stature to the militants by acknowledging them as tﬁe _
: facto representatives of the community. Yet, by all indi- s
tions, the militants were the only persons with influence
. the people on the streets, |

Mayor Walter‘gt Bachrach declared that he was "quite
surprised" by the disturbance because the council had "worked
like hell" to help Negroes,

When no city official appeared at the meeting that
evening, the throng that had assembled guickly began to mill
about. Shortly before 7:00 P.M. rocks began to be thrown.

At 7:15, according to the chief of police, "All hell broké
loose," |

Looting commenced, fires were set, firemen were stoned.
‘Like fragments of an exploding bombshell, the riot spread to
other sections of the city. Vehicles were stoned and burned.

A paper company was set afire and damaged extensively. Al-

- though the police force was at maximum strength, the confusion
and rapidity with which the disorder spread made it apparent™y:
that city pclice would not, alcne, be able to cope with it.
Shortly before 10:00 P.M., after a request for aid to
-surrounding communities, a cal; was put in to the Governor

asking for mobilization of the National Guard.
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-appéarance of Mayor Ivan Allen, Jr., without police pro- ;X:

tection, had averted a riot.

e

Boasting that Atlanta had the largest KKK membership

in the country t} Klan, on June 4, 1967, marched through

[

one of the poorer Negro sections. Only ,massive police
escort prevented a racial clash.

According to Mayor Allen, 55 percent of municipal
employees hired in 1967 were Negroes, and Negroes now make ><
up approximately 28 .percent of the city work force. O0Of
908 police department employees, 85 are Negro, one of the
higher percentages among major city police departments in
the nation.

Yet the progress made has served more to reduce the ?@
level of inequality than to create equal conditions amon ‘
blacks and whites. Different pay scales for black and
white municipal employees performing the same jobs had only 7%;
recently been eliminated.

Indications are, in fact, that the economic and edu-
cational gap between the black and white populations is )k
increasing. The average white Atlantan is a high school
graduate; the average Negro Atlantan has not even graduated
from grammar school.

The median income of a Negro family is less than half
of white's $6,350 a year, and 48 percent of Negroes earn less
than $3,000 a year. Fifty percent of the men work in un-

skilled jobs, and many more Negro women than men, 7.9 percent
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as against 4.9 percent 6f the respsective work forces,
‘hold well-paying, white collar jobs.

Living on marginal incomes in crampéd and deterio;§~
ting quarters -- one-third of the housing was overcrowded 7AL.r
and more than half deteriorated -- families were breaking

up at an increasing rate. In approximately four out of

every ten Negro homes the father was missing. In the casg

of families living in pub;ic housing projects,.more than
60 percent of the fathers‘are missing.

The Mayor estimated there were 25,000 jobs in the ;7(
city waiting to be filled because people don't have the
education or skills to £ill them. Yet overcrowding in Negro
schools has forced the scheduling of —~—*-~-°-% -—-°% 2--%%-
sessions. MAlthough Negroes comprise
school population there are 14 white
to 9 Negro. Whereas the white high
classes six and a haif hours a day,

four and a half hours. 1In one case, elementary school

children were forced to attend classes in a church.

One of the daily papers in Atlanta still advertises
~jobs by race, and in some industrial plants there are still
Negro jobs and white jobs, with little chance for advance-
ment by Negroes. A major industrial plant, with a work for
of 26,400, has 1,910 Negro employces.

It was shortly after 8:00 P.M. on Saturday, June 17

that a young Negro, E. W., carrying a can of beer, attempted
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power, they made use of the antipoverty pfégram,in which
§oor people were guarantged greater representation, as a
political springboard.
‘ When it became known that the Secretary of the Board bt

7\4
F
of Education intended to retire June 27 w e . wt

. _ )
proposed the city's budget director, a Negro with a master'sg, 51:3;(

T
, &
degree in accounting, for the position. The mayor, however,)+” -

had already decided upon a white man. Since the white man & Ism
had only a high school education, and almost 80 percent of le
!
the school children in the system were Negro, the issue of ~ 5&
who was to obtain the secretaryship, a lucrative and power-

ful position, quickly became a cause celebre.

Joined with the issue of the l46-acre medical school
site, the area of which was triple the original request, an
expansion regarded by the militants as a ploy to dilute
black political power by moving our Negro residents -- the
Board of Education battle brought on a dire confrontation
betw ':n the mayor and the militants. Both sides refused to
alter their itions. The impasse was complete and
explosive,

Into this impasse stepped a Washington Negro named
Albert Roy Osborne. A 42-year old flamboyant former wig
salesman‘whg called himself Colonel Hassan Jeru-~Ahmed, he

presided over a mythical "Black Liberation Army." Articulate
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by an estimated 20,000 teenagers who, with school out and
the curtailment of the summer reéreation prégram because
of a cutback in Federal funds, had no place to go.

‘On July 8th an encounter between Black Muslims and
Hpo{ice'took place qg'the East Orange-Newark } rdery? |

the evening or'July'thh,a cab driver by the name

Smith, began (according to police reports) tailgating a
Newark police car.

A Smith was un unlikely candidate to set a riot in
motion. Forty years old, a Georgian by birth, he had attended
cpilege for.a year before entering the United States Army
in 1950. In 1953 he had been honorably di#chargéd with the
‘rank of Corporal. A chess-playing trumpet player, he had
worked as a musician and a factory hand before, in 1963,
becoming a cab driver.

As a cab driver, he appeared to be a distinct hazard.
Within a relatively short period of time he had eight or nine
accidents. His license was revoked. When, with.a woman
passenger in his cab, he was stopped by the police, he was
in violation of that revocation.

From the twin high-rise towers of the Reverend William
P. Hayes Housing Project, the residents can iook down upon
the 4th Precinct Police Station and observe every movement,

With its orange-red brick facade, the three-story structure

looks more like a schoolhouse than a police station.
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advocates, (and militants of eve;i;ﬁ;;:D Black Muslims, Ortho-

dox Moslems, and members of the Uﬁited Afro-American Associa-
tion, a new and growing organization who follow in general
the teachings of the late Malcolm X, came to mingle and
exchange views.

The two police-Negro claéhes, coming one on top of the
other, coupled with the unresolved political issues, had
created a mood of rebellion.

In the Hayes Housing ProjeCt across the street from
the 4th Precinct Police Station, leaflets were being passed
out announcing a "Police Brutality Protest Rally." Televi-
sion cameramen were on hand to film the demonstration. Kids
were performing for the cameras.

A picket lihe was formed to march in front of the
police station. At 6:30 P.M. James Treatt, Executive Director
of the Newark Human Rights Commission, arrived to announce

to the people in front of the station the decision of the

/
Mayor to form a citizens group to investigate the Smith v//
o

incident, and to elevate a Negro to the rank of Captain. g’be
Tl et asked that Y picker hiw lae ¢ 7} oo aspmansf rie profbests ¢ " aers SO
The response from the loosely-milling mass of people . sol

was derisive. One kid shouted "Black Power" several tlmes.hﬂv** pﬁﬂ;

A rumor spread that Smith -- who had been released in_the (Hu«h)

/\/\.
custody of his attorney -- had died. Rocks were thrown at’ *-\
L‘*—x—c’),“u
Treatt. Missiles\began hurtling against the walls of the v

police station. Within the station the anger of the police
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"officers was intense. After a short period of time they
were given an order to break up the demonstration. There
was, reportedly, little resfraint on eithér side. The
language employed was that of the ghetto. Anyone who failed
to move was moved by force. "

Following this, while‘soﬁe'members of‘the crowd turned
to throw rocks at the police station, others scattered in
all directions. Soon reports of looting began.to come in.
Without enough men to eétablish control, the police set up
a perimeter around a two-mile stretch of Springfield Avenue,
one of the principal business aistricts, where bands of
youths roamed up and down' smashing windows. Grocery and
liquor stores, clothing and furniture stores, drug'stores
and cleaners, appliance stores and pawnshops were the principal
targets. Periodically police officers would appear and fire
their weapons over the heads of lootefs and rioters.

By midnight activity appeared to begin to taper off. The
Mayor told reporters the city had turned the corner.

As news of the disturbance had spread, however, people
had flocked into the streets. As they saw stores being
broken into with impunity, many spectators bowed to the
temptation and began helping themselves.

Without the necessary personnel to make mass érfests,
police were shooting into the air to clear stores. A Negro

boy was wounded by a .22 caliber bullet fired by a white

man riding in a caxu)(Guhs were reported stolen from a Sears
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Roebuck store. Looting, fires, and gunshots were reported
from an ever-wider area. Between 2:00 and 2:30 A.M. on
Friday; July 14, the maybr decided to request Governor Hughes

to dispatch State Police and National Guard troops. The

Mayor, together with police and National Guard officers, made
a reconnaisance of the area. The police escort guarding the

officials arrested looters as they went. By noon the National
Guard had set up 137 roadblocks, and state police and riot

— >
teams were beginning to achieve control.X The three-way ﬁaA

command structure: City Police, State Police, and National hee:
Guard, however, worked poorly. The City and State Police ., - .

did not operate on the same radio wave-lehgths. Each did

many things the other did not find out about until later.
At 3:30 P.M, that afternoon, the family of Mrs. D. J:\\
were standing near the upstairs windows of their apaftment,
watching looters run in and out of a furniture store on \\><
Springfield Avenue. Three carloads of police officers rounded
the corner. As the police yelled at the people in the
furniture store, they began running.
The police officers. opened fire. A bullet smashed the
kitchen window in Mrs. D. J.'s apartment. A moment later she

heard a whine from the bedroom. Her three-ycar old daughter,
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Debbie, came runniﬁg into the room. Blood was streaming \

down the left side of her face, where the bullet had N
entered her eye. She spent the next two months in the

hospital. She lost the sight of her left eye and the hearing

in her left ear. (W NGB

0/"
On the street Horace W. Morris, associate director of ..
_ s

the Washington Urban League who had been visiting relatives g
in Newark, was about to enter his car for the drive to Newark
Airport. With him were his two brothers and his 73-year old
stepfather, Isaac Harrison. About 60 persons'had been on
the street watching the looting. As the police arrived,
three of the looters cut across the street directly in
front of the group of spectators. As the police began
firing at the looters, bullets plowed into the spectators.
Everyone began running. As Harrison, followed by his family,
headed toward the apartment building in which he lived, a
bullet kicked his legs out from under him., Horace Morris
lifted him to his feet. Again he fell. Mr. Morris's brother,
Virgil, attempted to pick the old man up. As he did so, he
was hit in the left leg and right forearm. Mr. Morris and
his other brother managed to drag the two wounded men into
the vestibule of the building, which was jammed with 60 to
70 frightened and angry Negroes.

Bullets continued to spatter against the walls of the

buildings, Finally, as the firing died down, Morris -- whose




stepfather succumbed to his wounds that evening -~ yelled
to a sergeant that inndcent people were being shot,

“Tell the black bastarts to stop shooting at.us," was
the reply.

"They don't have guns; no one is shooting at you,”
Morris said.

“You shut up, there's a sniper on the roof," the
sergeant yelled.

Heavy sniper fire was, in fact, being reported from all

over the city. Jur heays Jolies From wvhen” Ao e geo-

- 6,, Afper s S -7 ey *‘
Two hoursilater hree blocks away on Beacon Street, X

—
W. F. told J. S., whose 1959 Pontiac he had taken to the

station for inspection, that his front brake needed fixing.

J. S., who had just returned from work, said, "Okay," went

to the aar which was parked in the street, jacked up the front
end, took the wheel off, and got under the car.

The street was quiet. More than a.dozen persons were
sitting on porches, walking about, and shopping. None heard
any shots., Suddenly several state troopers appeared at the
corner of Springfield and Beacon. J. S. was startled by a
shot clanging into the side of the garbage can next to his
car. As he looked up he saw a state trooper with his rifle
pointed at him. The next shot sﬁruck J. S. in the right side.

—_—

At almost the same instant, K. G., standing on a porch,

was struck in the right eye by a bullet. Both he and J. S. X

-

X
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N#tional Guard troops lacked riot training. They were, ac-

cording to the same Newark police official, "young and very

scared,"” and had had little contact with Nggroes.

Within the Guard, itself, contacszgaé c;;;;zaly been
limited. Although, in 1949, out of a force of 12,529 men
there had been 1,183 Negroes, following the integration of
the Guard in the 1950's the number had declined until, by
July of‘l967, only 303 Negroes were left in a force of
17,529 men,

On Saturday, July 15, Dominick Spina, the Director of
the Newark Police, received a report of snipers in the Hayes
Housing Project. When he arrived he saw approximately 100
city and state police officers and National Guardsmen hiding
in corners and lying on the ground all around the edge of
the courtyard. Since everything appeared quiet and it was
broad éaylight, Spina walked out directly into the middle
of the courtyard. Nothing happened. A few minutes later, as
he stood there, he heard a shot. All around him the troopers
jumped, believing themselves to be.under sniper fire. A
moment later a young Guardsman came running from behind a
building and plopped down into another hiding place; The
Director of Police went over to where the soldier had
crouched down, and asked him if he had fired the shot. The
soldier said "yes," he had fired to scare a man away from a
window; that his orders were that no one had a right to be

standing at a window.



The Direc£or of Police remained at thé housing project
for three hours, and there was no shot fired except the one
by the Guardsman.

By six o'clock thét evening two columns of National
Guardsmen and state troopers were directing mass fire at
the Hayes Housing Project in response to what they believed
were snipers. |

On the 10th floor, Eloise Spellman, the mother of
several children, fell, a bullet through her neck.

Across the street a .number of persons, standing in an
apartﬁent windéw, were watching the firing directed at the
housing project. Suddenly several troopers whirled and began
firing at the spectators. Mrs.vHattie Gainer, a grandmother,
sank to the floor.

A block away Rebecca Brown's two-year old daughter was
standing at the window. As Mrs. Brown rushed to drag her to ><
safety, she Qas framed in the window. A bullet spun into
her back. All three of the women died.

A number of eye witnesses, at varying fimes and places,
reported seeing bottles thrown from upper story windows.

As these would land at the feet of an officer he would turn
and fire. Thereupon, other officers and Guardsmen up and
down the street would join in.

In order to protect his property, B. W. W., the owner

of a Chinese laundry, had placed a sign saying "Soul Brother"
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in his window. Between 1:00 and 1:30 A.M. on Sunday, July 16,
he, together with his mother,.wife and brother, was watdhing
television in the back room. Up to that point of the nigﬁt»
the neighborhood had been quiet.. Suddenly B. W. W. heard

the sound of jeepé, then shots., g

Going to an upstairs window he was able to look out
into the street. There he observed several jeeps, from which
soldiers and‘state troopers were firing into stores that
had "Soul Brother" signs in the windows. During the course
of three nights, according to dozens of eye witness reports,
law enforcement officers shot into and smashed windows of
businesses that contained signs indicating they were Negro-
owned,

e fe No &

At 11:00 P.M. on Sunday, July 16th,—MTs. Lucille Pugh
looked out of the window to see if the streets were clear.
She then asked her ll-year old son, Michael, to take the
garbage out. As he.reached the street and was illuminated by
3 i}reet light, a shot rang out. He died.

1 hu &u— f
bﬁ,,{ r‘—g\\gg snipers were arrested.,/ Of the 250 fire alarms, many
9] 1”"4'

were false, and only 13 were considered by the city to have

.>" 1
pos 2
TR been 'serious." Four-fifths of the $10,251,000 worth of
[ /’S‘
Yo ¢ damage was incurred due to stock loss. - Damage to buildings
¥ (' . "&

,;,r and fixtures was under $2 million.

Of twenty-one civilians who died as a result of gunshot

—

woundé, all were Negro. One was 73-year old Isaac Harrison.

\ W&Wo@%
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NORTHERN NEW JERSEY

As reports of looting, snipers, fire and death fanned
outward towards other Negro enclaves in northern New Jersey,
a web of tension began forming. Whenever one strand of that >
web was agitated, the whole web rippled. Everywhere Negro
ghettos existed -- Elizabeth, Englewood, Jersey City, Plain-
field, New Brunswick =-- people had friends and relatives
living in Newark. Everywhere the telephone provided a di

link to the scenes of violence. The telephonic messages,| - -y Cej///
eats

ou
4

expressing the minority point of view, frequently were at)w-

howr ¢
total variance with reports being transmitted by the mass Fla
media. : pop
[0:u,9,¢4
As stories from Newark grew in number, fear and /.

anger interwove themselves within the Negro ghettos.,
Conversely, rumors amplified by radio, television and the
newspapers =-- especially with regard to guerilla bands

roaming the streets -~ created within the white communities

a sense of danger and terror. To Mayor Patricia Q. Sheehan

of New Brunswick, it seemed as if, "MSst there was alroos? e
fever in the air." She went on to say: "Rumors were coming

in from all sides on July 17th., Negroes were calling to

warn of possible disturbances; whites were calling; shop )
owners were calling. Most of the people were concerncd

about a possible blcodbath." It was her opinion that: "We

are talking ourselves into it."













I

the captain's opinion that the greatest degree of tension
arises when policemen from outside the precinct come in in
order to make arrests or quell disturbances. Such police
officers do not understand the problems and the social
habits of the people and are therefore apt to react with
undue force.

During the four days of the Newark riot, when the
city became , Mayor

Whelan announced that if there were any dist rbanzs’ he)
g!uth‘h/ ¥ o> _u‘”_ég gf£~%§'
would "meet force wit force."> he ghetto area was floode

§

with police officers. nees
On Monday and Tuesday, July 17 and 18, when crowds
gathered and a few rocks were thrown, mass arrests were

made., Only one store was broken into and the pilferage

there was limited to items such as candy and chewing gum.
Q::> paat , e Lr ar Cof

One man éizii:;EEEEZi:a Negro éﬁb—&rtvgﬁ'tﬁfa-wﬁ6§6:}ﬁu 7 )

a Negro boy a Molotov cocktail. (s%:jj;ﬁﬂf‘
A chicken and an Orthodox Moslem combined to keep

Elizabeth cool. As in Jersey City, police had beefed up

their patrols, and the very presence of so many officers

contributed to the rising tensions. Residents of the 12-

block by 3-block ghetto, jammed between the New Jcrsey >

I
Turnpike and the waterfront, weat around Muittering: "We

are being punished but we haven't done anything."

"The community," another said later, "felt it was
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pavement, the chicken leaped. The flames merely singed
its feathers. A gangline six-foot youth attempted to leap
upon the chicken. The bird was too quick for him. As
it darted out of his way, he slipped and tumbled against
a tree.

The stark unwitting comedy broke the tension., Peo-
ple laughed. Soon they began to drift home.

The following day tensions in the area mounted again

as police patrolled the 36 square blocks with 220 men
tn fhe afletq

some of them stationed on rooftops. Earily—in-—the——oNening

the mayor agreed to meet with a delegation of 13 communlt

D%y PO
raders. ATter they had entered his offic ;
}na—arﬁ&a%‘—_ G

1e chlef of police n executive order to:

shoot tom‘%rmbe met with superior force

~said. Any deviation from this order by an officer wou
~2 cause for dismissal.

The delegation from the community did not react
favorably. They proposed the setting up of a "“peacekeeper
task force." The mayor agreed to let them try. One-hundred
armbands with the words "peacekecper" were printed. One
of those who agreed to be a peacekecper was Hesham Jaaber.
Jaaber, who officiated at Malcolm X's funeral and has made
two piltrimages to Mecca, is a leader of a small sect of

Orthodox Moslems. A teacher of Arabic and the Koran at

N &

\
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el
the Spirit House in Newark, he is a responsible militant 2’ -

TTTTeee—

whose existence the Mayor said he had not been aware of,

but with whom he thought he could work in the future.
Although Jaaber believed that certain people were sucking
the life blood out of the community-- "Count the number
of taverns and bars in the Elizébeth port area and compare
them with the number of recreation facilities" -- he had
witnessed the carnage in Newark and believed it could
serve no purpose to have a riot. Two dozen of his
followers, wearing their red fezzes, took to the streets
to urge order. He himself traveled about in a car with
a bullhorn..

As the peacekeepers began to make their influence
felt, the police withdrew from the area. There was no
further trouble.

7 .
On the night that Dr. Nathan Wright was holding his

Black Power Conference in Newark, his niece was attending )(
an integrated party in Englewood.

In the community of 28,000, one-fourth of whom are
Negro, the police had been expecting a riot since two weeks
before Newark. As part of this expectation they had tested
tear gas guns on the police firing range situated in the
middle of the Negro residential area. The wind blew the

tear gas into surrounding houses. The occupants were

enraged.





















PLAINFTFLD

It was the city that produced the 1956 Decathlon
champion, Milt Campbell, that experienced New Jersey's
worst violence outside of Newark.

A pleasant, tree—shaaed city of some 45,000, Plain-
field has a growing Negro population which, by 1967, was
estimated to be nearly 30 percent of the total. As in
Englewood, there was a sharp division between the Negro
middle class, which lived in the "gilded ghetto," and
the unskilled, unemployed and underemployed poor.

The political and social structure of the community,
geared towards meeting the needs of the suburban middle
class, was unprépared to cope with the prdbléms of a
growing underskilled and undereducated population. Accus-.
tomed to viewing politics as a gentleman's pastime, they
were startled and upset by the heat and intensity with
_yhiqh demands issued from the ghetto. Usually such'demands
were met obliquely, rather than head-on.

‘For example, in the summer of 1966, trouble was

narrowly averted over the issue of a swimming pool for

Negro youngsters. In the summer of 1967, instead of having

built the pool, the city began bussing the children to

the county pool a half-hour's ride distant. The service
was not free. The fare, 50 cents pef person for a round
trip, would be prohibitive on a frequent basis for poor

families with nun 2rs of children.
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cénsed. They believed the episode portrayed the double
standard of law enforcement among white and black. They
5elieved that, had the two participants in the incident
been white, the older youth would have been arrested, the
younger taken to the hospital immediately.

In order to go from the diner to the housing pro-
ject in which most of theﬁ lived, the youths had to tra-
verse four blocks of the city's business district. As they
walked,they smashed 3 or 4 windows. It was a éhallengé
to the police: "If t' y won o anytl! ° g about that,
then let's see them do something about his." Two weeks
earlier a white man had broken a whole streetful of win-
dows.

On one of the quiet, suburba
D.H. and L.C. had been neighbors.
high school, attended Farley-Dicke
receiving a degree in psycholog
reporter on the Plainfield Couvriex

L.C. had d: »>ped out of high
in a chemical plant, and, although
fathered seven children. A man wi
family, he liked sports and playéd
league. Active in civil , he had,
organizations, over the years, bec

period of time ! had been a Musli
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