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PLAINFIELD @ 
Ai>.D 

At approximaCely 6:00 p.m. az Saturday night ,J 

v-N~~ 
the Mayor and Police Chief of Plainfield telephoned Boczner 

Hj ~wart"Armory to request ~nee in dealing with 

th& I a.a ·~ation. ~ a result, ~lice officers 

were sent into the city that night. 

At abourti-"dawn on Sunday, the state's Commissioner of 

Community Affairs received a za phone call from a member of 

the Governor's szxx staff requesting him or a member of 

his staff to travel to Plainfield immediately in order to s 
J,.. 

provide the same type of services \ofich they had 11x■xiax 

provided in Newar,-- ie., contact with the Negro 

community. The Commissioner immediately made arra ng ments for 

three membess of his zzxxxxz■x staff to go to Plainfield 

to ■xazaaax evaluate the situ,tion. 
nd f _ ' fVl .,J_/4~ 13wtQl}e~0 r.8* i 5ne the Atld!•!'J ~ G eneral of0 ~?B p.111., 

the State, the Commissionerof Community Affairs, and the 

s,,- Superintendent of the Szsx■x State Police arrived in RzaiRx■a 

Plainfield. A meeting was arranged at city hall for zkax 

7:30 p.m. between the state and city officials aa. and membems 

of the Negro community. 

The prime topic of discussion of the city hall meeting 

over which the Cornrnuni ty Affairs Commissioner presided wa·s 

a tightening of the perimlter around the Negro ghetto so that 

no outside vehicles or police cars would be permitted to 

enter. During the course of the meeting several Negro leaders 

said that it was the understanding of the Negro groups that the 

state alhlK and city officials were to return the visit ■s•xx11 
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of the Negro leaders by themselves coming xx into the k 

ghetto to speak to the people. The meeting therefore adjourned 

so that the officials could go into the ghetto xkxxxxx■ 

while it was still light. 

After proceeding through the checkpoint 

and into the cordoned off area, the Commissioner addressed the 

crowd with a bullhorn from a kxB truck. In the meantime, 

the Attorney G neeral accompanied by the State Police A•~•xx• •q 
~ X 

Superintendant left flileir car and advanced to the truck from 

which the aa■x••••x address was be~ng made. In his talk 

to the crowd, the Commissioner spoke for about 10-15 minutes 

summarizing the citf hall conference and declaring that while 

the state officials were unable to make any specific promies 

Ekz they would B■k certainly li•k■Rkxxzi•• listen to the 

grievances of the Negro community and atteJt,pt to solve some 

of the problems. He then annognced the.•~x•-•xx agreement 

which had been reached as to the peri~r and patrol 

cars in the cordoned off area, and gave the bullhorn to the 

Mayor of Plainfield. However the Mayor was greeted with cat 

calls from the crowd and so the Commissioner took back the 

bullho(n and told the cfowd thstt the Attorney bax General 

w1was there would try to facilit•te bail procedures for those 

arrested in connection wi~ the i• disturbance•. 

Durin9 the time in which the Commissioner had been 

•• speaking)the Attorney 8•■ x Geaeral ••x-xa■x■xxxx■x• 

had moved over to the proch of a house _in the 

area from which he was unable to hear the 
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proceedings on the truck. However when he observed that the 

speakers had B■ completed, he got back into his car 

and started moving away. At this point a clf'owd surged 

around his car compl~tely ai■ki blocking it. The 

Attorney G eneeral then got out of the car~ to speak 

to the crowd. He told them that the perimitef would be 

szisx strictly enforced and that aizk•••k he had just arrived 

in the city and was unaware of the charges against those 

arrested. However he also stated that he would call the 

Public Defender of the state X■XBBXBlCIRXRBXlfk&kkaxxik in prder 

xaHiix~BXF~ssiEie to facilitate the release of •orne f 

of the prisoners on bail. At this point, the attci!lt1u ~ 

the crowd,nsx which was both rude and unruly,was diwerted 

and the Attorney General got back into his car which inched its 

way out of the kk ghetto. 

Upon arrival at Cit¥ llall, the state and city 

officials attempted to devise a sxx statement ~c for the 

press. At this point one of the leaders of the Plainfield Negro 

community came into the room aaax in which they were 

meeting and indicated the importance of getting people out on 

bail. Through a series of phone calls to various state 

executibe and jJUlisaix judicial officials, a plan was devised 

whereby 12 per$ons charged with disorderly conduct, which 

is regarded as an offense and not a crime, were released 

on bail. 

During the next day a "selective search" for the sa 46 
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e:az1raz carbines wa<J conducted in p Plain£ield. According to ~ "~ 
( 

'-4,,t,-' 

SQ ::a olsacz : el!'s the entire community, both Negro and white, 

waxaxx 

.......--.:sc..'--~11 

U was• "edgy" because of the weapons which were 

' h h ' 7'/f...k~floating k .throug t e community. ltecozdzgg ate one 
'2(Y 

officiaD. 

z11xzk:isxa1Ds■JCX■JC, "Follwoing the sax search, it was as 

if a bottle of champagne had been opened, popped and then 

gone flat. The te11._isions were removed and the ••••z• people 

of the commuiity felt that law and order had been restored." 
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- l'PM• (• -) IIMIA 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO DATE: November 16, 1967 

n.011.£ Roward Margolis ~ 
SUBJECT: 

I have been in touch with the OEO people. They have 
indeed sponsored a study looking for correlations 
between city statistics and incidents of riots. They 
expect the report in from their contractor within the 
next two weeks. 

They are properly cautious about drawing any firm con­
clusions from this work because of weaknesses in data. 
So I don't expect us to gain anything terribly important 
from it. I do think we should keep an eye on it, and I 
will do so. 

S.., U.S. Sllfli•t,s BtmJs R11,tJMly tm tb, Pdpoll SMmt,s Pl1111.... 
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NEW BRUNSWICK 

All during the weekend that violence sputtered, 

· flared, subsided, then flared again in Plainfield, in New 

Brunswick, less than 10 miles away, there were numerous 

rumors that "New Brunswick was reall_y going to blow." 
)k · ~,"lltfN'.. "totl-- ,.~ ,,.Ac ◄ •. ~.-.t.. "3 

satisfaction in the Negro community revolved -· arouna~-,-r..,'-•s,c~~iil,_, 
e closing of a local teenage coffee house· by the 

police department, a d the release of a white couple on 

$100 bond after they had been arrested for allegedly shooting 

at three Negro teenagers. 

Again there was a feeling the law was not being 

applied equally to whites and Negroe~. By Monday tension 

was reported, "so thick that you could ·eat it· with a fork." 

In the late afternoon the ci'ty • s 
iw.-<~:--~~~:;~Q'n~~A.-~~~~~~~~~~~~ :;;~b~a.:::•::-::..,Sheehan, who had~n 

to assµme direct control of the police department. 

"A Negro lieutenant, John Brokaw, was appointed as 
r ~~~~ 
her~ ER and authorized to bypass normal police

·c 
els. ,.71ie department.., s entire Negro com-

plemen in plainclothes and, together with community 

workers, went out into the streets to expose rumors and act 
~ ~'(7'n ~ --

as counter-rioters. The radio station o play down ~-6:.~ 

rumors of any disturbances. 
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. gathere_djild rumors swept the City:c ;~and white gangs, shootings, . fires, beatings and death_:,, 

In fact, except for some minor looting, the atmosphere, 

accord.ing to Mayor Sheehan, "had been like Halloween-- a 

gigantic night of mischief." 

Tuesday morning the mayor imposed a curfew, further 

consolidated her direct control over the police department, 

and made a tape recording, played periodicallf over the city's 

radio station, appealing for order. All of the persons 

who had been picked up tho previous night w~re released 

on their o~m recognizance or on low bail. 

In the late afternoon the mayor and city commissioners 

met with 35 angry and initially hostile teenagers who 

"poured out their souls to the mayor." As a result, the 

mayor, the city commissioners and the Negro youths drew up 

a statement attacking segregation, discrimination, inferior 

educational and employment opportunities, police harrassment, 

and poor housing. Four of the young people began broadcasting 

over the radio station, urging their "soul brothers and 

sisters" to "cool it, because you will only get hurt and 

.· the mayor has talked with us and is going to do something 

for ·us." Other youths circulated through ~he streets with 

police and a crowd that gathered in the ghetto was narrowly 

the same message. . -~ 2 1 9 1 b 
Despite these measures, confrontation~;ween the 

~ r.i1a~ I 
. l "'f ~ ~ 

averted that evening. The police wanted to breb:e p El i€! ~ 
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eccwd. The crowd was angry at the massive show of 

by the police. Asked to return to their homes 

replied: "we· will go home when you get the police out 

of the area." 

Requested by the commissioners to pull the police 

back, the Chief refused. He was then 

to pull ba~k by' the mayor. ~f-Ju-~~~~~ 
According to the Chief, he ·had "been a police office 

for 24 years and had never felt so bad." 
' 

An hour later, elements of the same crowd, which· , . 
. 

an older one .n'ght before and contained ,than t~he persons 
'-'-' ;µ''JJ "1Si;- '- .1.r ndJ athered in front of the police 

----- -; ,/' _:_/ I -

station. ' Again, the police wanted to disperse t.he peopl:'e ~ 11 t J r l'\ ~ 

J,y feree ·. · Again the mayor prevailed. She went out into l 
' 

the street, talked to the people and asked that she be given 

a chance to correct conditions. over the objections of the 

Chief, she agreed to let representatives of the people in­

spect the jail cells to satisfy themselves that e_y~ryone ,.. ·· ;­

arrested on the previous night had been released. The Ni~ 
Brunswick riot had failed to materialize. 
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THE BLACK POWER CONFERENCE 

Even ilS various communities in northern New ~crsey 

were still beins agitbt~d. by the corona of the Newark 

riot, 900 or more delegates from ~11 over the United 

State~ gath~red on July 20 in New.ark · for the first natio11al 

Dlack Power conference. 

The diverse dclegtites and the organizations they 

represcpted were . unified by only one clement: race. The 

most rnili tant cmc.1 extrerae whi t c s were barred. 'l'wo Negro 

officers of the New York Police Department were admitted. 

The organizer of the conference, Dr. Nathan Wright 

Jr., himsclf ·was emblematic of the metamorphosis . in Negro 

philosophy and psychology that had taken place in the l~ited 

States during the course of a few ye~rs. An Episcopal 

minister with .six cbllcge- degrees, including a doctoratd 

from Harvard .U?iversi ty, a generation ago -he would have 

been identified-- ,,;hether he liked it or not-- · with the 
.. 

''Dlack Bourgeoisie." In Newark he \·ms able to cast his 

lot, id~ologically~ .with the l~tc Malcolm X and Rap Brown. 

Among the delegates there was as much disacr - -? 
as there was agreement. A resolution, referring to the 

Newark riot, put the delegates o~ record as givorously 

affirming ~the right to exercise our unchallengea~~e right 

to self-de fense." 
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An extiemist faction believed that the best self­

defense wu.s to attack. Many· speakers, however, ·warned that 

N~groes were not yet ready to confront the 11 \•1hi te power 

structur~." - Even _Rap Brown warned that it would be"self­

genocide" to challenge whitci America to physical conflict 

at this time., 

It soon became apparent that someone, in Detroit, 

was not listeriing. 



-------

Although inad~quate or injudicious police response is 

lved in MMXJ almost every instance, a major police action, 

sue as the shooting of the youth in Tampa, is the precipitating 

inc · dent in a minority of riots o 

I The volatility of idle masses of young people is not 

a r~cial phenomenon . White middle class teenagers and college 

you~hs gathering in vacation resorts have created trouble for 

the police from Oregon to Florida, and from Maine to California . 

In ~he ghettos, where approximately 50 per~ cent of the pop -

ula ion is under K 25, the J~MJ[l]EMK troubles have become multi -

pli It does not appear accidental that tfue time of the 

mos serious disturbances has coincided with the dismissal of 

sch~ol,and the appearance on the streets of tens of thousands 



It does not appear accidenfaT t fia t the t ime o f the 

most s erious disturbances coincide~ with the dismissa l of 

school , and the appearance on the streets of tens o f thou-

sands of teenagersfho. , nnable to obta in iatss ,. tacit. aaequate 

---- --- ---- ____...,_,..- -·-

I nadequately educated , without salable skills in a c omplex 

t echnological society , the unemp~yment rate - of this group 
' 

i n some areas ~as high as 35 percent . Incongruous situa-

t i ons exist'4 in which, as thousands of people look~ for 

work , hundreds of job . openings ~available which appli­

c ants lack/f. the skills to fill . 

·~ (. 
r e 15 ;i;0 a:tie!'tal feeik tie-s . e vo latTlity of/masses of young 

people iJ not1 esscntialll) a Negro 

phenomenon. White middle class teenagers and college youths 

gathering in vacation resorts have created troubles for the 

police from Oregon to Florida and from Maine to California. 

although- -i.:juil.icis.-1'ii or itWtdeqaste poliee e.etion frequent~ 

---------,.---:;--:---=::;;..;;;;...;..::_;;.___-=- -
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C)jou are cordially invited lo allend 

bradualion @eremonies o] the 

(})ala [Processing @lass 

lo be held al lhe 8ndiana GReJormalory 

{j)endlelon, 8 ndiana, efunday 0vening 

(J)ecember 101 1<)67 

6:00 lo 9:00 &P.Q!n. 
/ . ·ord~~l/y Yo;:];,,/ . 

11/✓ ~.J;i ~~ 
DAN A. OREWILER ROBERT F. DINGER 

CLASS SPONSOR SUPERVISOR 
DATA PROCESSING CENTER 
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Hovard Mar9olia/0ctober 30, 1967 

IC SENTENCES 

1. The Interim Report deal• with th• imled.iate context. 

of the riot•, and ooneequently, its discussion and 
' " ~ I r ,

0 ~ :.! ~ l • l-l \. ~ 

recommendations are concerned ~11 1 iJ:,,1 with ff~tters 

affecting the police (and au port.i.ag organization• such 

•• th• National Guard.) Thi• is neoeaaarily the caae 

s i ne it i s explo•ive polioe-ghetto relation ■ tha~ is 
a., ~ 
~n f u 1 of the riota1 an incident involYinq the 

police that uaually initiate• the riote, and police 

handlin (or miahandling) of incipient disorder that 

has the 1Uin influence on whether order is ro ~t l y 

reatored or vhetur it aacalatea to a Detroit or Newark 

cat.aatroph . 

2. T e Commission c&DDOt. atate to hat extent the 

prograas it recmuaend ■ will lesaen the violence next 

ut oth common sense And experience in auch 

• e ork and ct. Louis atronql <Jg t that 

rogr to l ~s sen olice-ghetto tension, to i pr ov 

t c t i , to. ke clear the i mportanc of cool j u nt 

b off icial s inc r g will cert.aialy help the situation. 

https://port.i.ag


l. In additinn to the key area• centering on the polioe, 

reoommendatioa• we believe urgent are made in such areas 

as pro•iding effective channels for presentation and 

resolution of communi-ty grievances, and tor job programs 

with concentrated impact on young P•P1 ,le that is on the 

element in the aOllmlWlity which does IQOst of the riotinq. 

Again, experience in such cities aa New York and St. Louis 

suggest ■ that theae step• are bot.b feasible and important. 

But the experience of Detroit •uggesta that these efforts 

by themaelves, without effort• to deal with police problems, 

can still leave an explosive situation. 

4. Neverthele ■ e, i~portant as we feel the recommendations 

of thi • Interim Report to be, we must state emphatically 
i»,o IV\..Q.Q.''-

t:l t , • ~"' t q 1 --~ to reoognize the riots as ■ ymptom• 

of much deeper, mach l••• eAsily r~aolved problems. h"hethe r 

there was an inevitability that theae underlying problem• 

should erupt in euch a <:t.ngerous form as the urban violence 

ot recent •unners, we cannot aay. Still less can we say, 

or do we wiah to r i ct, that the programs of this Interim 

Report -- which essontiall are limited to dealing with 

th••• aymptOllla -- will be inadequate to substantially end 

the current epidemic of rioting. But it they do succeed 

eapecially if they do -- the country ahould not simply 

return to business as usual and once more ignore the grave 
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pro~l•m• ot discrimination, urLan decay and poverty 

which coml)ine to create the deaperate situation out 

of which the riot• have riaen. The riots rnust be 

stopped• .But to at.op th• riot• without dealing with 

their roots is the surest fomula to lay the grounds 

for even graver challenge• to a •table society than 

we have yet seen. 

S. Diacriadnation, urban decay, and poverty all 

related, each aggravating the problems po ■ ed by the 

others -- are the ingredient• of the problem. The 

Commission, in this Interim bport, offers only a 

tentative and partial appr ai9al o f the impact of 
~ '1 ' l I 
i\J (?''.,;\,, \A v:9.-- -

these tactors11 s h :plFbe- aa s,e ~J.t s effort• to date 

have been necessarily tocuaaed __mainlL~ J~:,::~ ~'__, , 
diate problems of the riots ~ i n peu t becattso of t he 

great.er inherent difficulty in reaching judgments in 

this area. We set forth what we nml feel we can say , 

including drawing att•ntion to the major unce.rtainties 

and difference• of judgment on theae iasues. 

6/ ·oiaoriMination is decidedly leas of a problem 

today than it •ver has been in the past. Dut to aay 

that it still exi ■ta i• an understatement. It ia an 

important force in denying equal job opportunities to 

https://great.er
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the ghetto dweller. And it is a major factor in the 

creation of the ghetto, with the grave implications 

the existence of extansive ghettoea have both for 

providing a breeding ground for desperation and dis­

order, for the decay of our great cities, and for the 

eventual creation of an urban vs. suburban tenaions 

(corapounded by race) on a scale unknown today. 

7. Poverty, which is not the peculiar possession ot 

the Negro community, but which falls with exceptional 

force upon it, make s the ghe tto more . than a minority 
a_ 'f"'.l.,,;t.b ~ ilJ'v~ ..'t:'..----T:ic., ..j- NJ.);- •~ _.,;J.,:t.'I 

7enclave. If / t'l:I:Ilt we r e a ll<"it i s ha r dl l ikel that 

we would have the riots we have experienced today . 

But poverty -- especially the iffll'!Mtrsion in poverty 

ot th• city sl~s -- creates probleIMJ of it.a own,ex­

empll~ied- b~ the Moynihan theaia. The coabination 

of the resulting •pa~ology of the ghettoA together 

with the unifying effect (and able leader ■ hip) created 

by the facts of racial discrimination, creates a 

classic formula for organized aocial discontent. 

8. The decay ot the cities is largely a consequence 

of the exodus of the better-off membere of the com­

munity to the suburb ■, leaving the cities with Jl'IOee 

and more problems (as the ghettoee increase in size) 



and lesa and leas resource• to deal with the~. Much 

of thi• problem would probably have developed even i t 

there had been no color problem at all in this country~ 

But diacrimination has been a powerful aggravating 

force, accelerating both t.he outflow of affluent whites 

to the subtarba. and enforcing the concentration of low 

income NecJroe• in ~e central ghetto••· (There are 

more poor vhitea in thia COW1try than poor Negroe•, even 

if we leave out the rural poor. "ut the poor whites •re 

not nearly so concentrated in ghettoea of the central 

cities, and they do not face the same probleiu in aoving 

to the suburb ■ t.o take a job outaide the city.) There 

is no bast ■ today for suppoainq that the poeition of the 

cities vill not grow continuously worse in the year• 

ahead in th• abaence of major catforts to reverse t.h• nit~ . 

ation. And the ■ ituation will then be aggravated even 

further•• the differences in racial compo•ition between 

the •uburba and the central citie• bec01nea even r.lC>re 

pronounced than it. already 1• today. 

9. To an extreJNly grave extent, all of th••• probleNi 

come to a focu• in the area of joba. The fact iB that 

in today's booming •rull-eaployaent• econOffly, the ghetto 

dweller of our lar9e cities i• li•in9 ender the unem­

ployment conditions of the bottoa of -the worst years ot 
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th• depreasion. But unlike the depression, the ghettoes 

auffer this handicap alone, surrounded by pr~rity tor 

thereat of the COlllJftunity. What has happened is this: 

•tull-emploY9'8nt• lll8ans, in fact, an une111ployment rate 

of about, percent. If thi• 4 percent were •prea4 through­

out the nation, th• aocial cost• would go substantially 

(even if unwarrantedly) unnoticed, and at leaAt partiallv 

offaet by the econON.c et&bility (freed()ll,l from inflation) 

that comes with a situation juat short of true full-employ­

ment. But it i• not. spread throughout the nation. Rather 

it ia intensely concentrated on a single group -- the . ~o 

American, while this group itself is concentrated in the 

crowded ghetto. OnemployDtent. rates in the ghett04ta of any 

American city rarely drop below 10 percent, and frequently 

aro 15 percent or rr.ore. Further, •underel'l!ployment• 

(count.log not only tho•.• who are looking for work at the 

moment, but those who have less than full-time work, or 

tull-time work but at wag•• so low aa to require welfare 

support of some kind if they have a family) runs to upward• 

of 30 percent. Thus a sinqle group -- a group which could 

not ••cape ••lf-identification it it wished -- and physi­

cally concentrated in the central citieR, bears an extra­

ordinary burden which we usually think of as spread 

throughout •oo1ety. This i• perhaps the most important 
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ainqle factorof the whote problem and whether it is 

aace ■ sary or prudent to allow it to continue, (and 

what might be done to correct it) seems the aingle 

most critical factor in designing progr-• to get below 

the symptom of tbe riots and to the root• ot the problea. 



Section 2 -- CINCINNATI 

on ·Monday, June 12, while Tampa was st111 smoldering, . 
trotible ·erupted.in Cincinnati, 940 miles to the north. 

Beginning in October, 1965, ..assaults on middle-a<Jed 
l . 0 . . ~ \ 

: 'w~·li te . women) ~~ several of ~:c , 1 ·I Je were· murdered..> . 

had generated an atmosphere of fear _in the city. When 

it became known that the tentative identification of the 

·"Cincinnati Strangler" indicated him to be a Negro, a new 

·element'of tension was injected into relations between 

the races. 

In December, 1966, a jazz musician named Posteal Laskey 

was arrested and charged with one of t~e murders. In May 

of 1967 he was convicted and sentenced to death. Although 

two of the principal witnesses against Laskey were Negroes, 

many persons in the Negro cornmuni ty felt tha t.J because of 

the char.ged atmosphere; he had not .received a fair trial. 

They were further incensed when, at_abou~ the same time, 

a white man, convicted of manslaughter in the death of 
~;2~~-1J 

. his . liciL ■ ■ &, received a suspended sentence. 

Despite the fact that the cases were dissimilar, there 

was talk in the Negro ~ornmunity 'that the difference in 

~he seve~ity of sentences was indicative of a double standard 

of justice for white and black. 

https://erupted.in


Following Laskey's convictionJ a drive began in the 

· community to raise funds for an appeal. Laskey's cousin, 

Peter rrakes, began walking .the 5:treet~, c~rrying a • 

· san1wich bo~rd . advertising _the "Laskey Freedom Fund1 " ~ 
1 

~- er O~'\ua.K ~"'-•~ - - l--o..a½- \'l,\,.oc.a,..,,,L "'-
. fter (arning him several t .i~~~ about his activities, 

• 
policJ arrested Frakes on a charge of blocking pedestrian 

. j . 
traffic. 

l substantial portion of the Negro ·community looked 

upon lhe arrest as a harassing ac•tion by the police, 

simil r to.the apparently selective enforcement of the 

city' anti-loitering ordinance. Between January and 

June, .J;&ee:=(" of some 240 persons arrested under it, 1°70 

had 

June 

of a 

and the anti-loitering ordinance wouid be held the following· 

night at a junior high school in the Avondale District. 

Without the city's realizing what was occurri.ng, over 

the years protest through political and non-violent channels 

had been becoming more and more difficult for Negroes.. It 

seemed more and more futile to the young, militant element 

in the Negro community to abide by a_ccepted procedure. 

2 
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.Although the city's Negro population had been rising 

swiftly -- in .1967, 135,000 out of the.city's 500,000 
> 

residents were Negroes -- there ·was only one Negro sitting. . 

on the City Council. In the 1950's, with a far smaller 

Negro population·, there had been t;.wo. Negroes attributed 
.. 

this _to ~he fact that the city had abolished its por­

portional representation system of electing the nine 
, 

councilmen, thereby diluting the Negro vote. When a 

Negro received the largest total vote of ahy of th.e 

councilmen -- traditionally the criterion for choosing 

the mayor -- tradition was cast aside and. a white man was 

picked for may.or instead. 

AlthoughJ by 1967} 40 percent of the school children 

were Negro, there was only one Negro on the Board of 

Education. Of 81 members of various city commissions, 

only one was a Negro. 

Under the leadership of the NAACP, picketing took place 

at the construction site of a new city convention hall, 

to protest lack of Negro membership in building trades 

unions. It produced no results. When the Reverend Fred 

. Shuttlesworth; who had led the Negroes in the Birmingham 

ma~ch of 1963, staged a protest against alleged dis­

criminatory practices at the Cou~ty Hospital, he and his 
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~ollowers were arrested for trespassing. After being 

sentenced to jail, Reverend Shuttleswo~th's sentence 

• was suspended. Placed on probatton, h~ was kept under 

the court's jurisdiction and prevented from leading 

further non-violent protests • .. 
1iaditional Negro leaders drawn from the middle 

class lost more and more of their influence as promises · 

.made by the city degenerated into petty results. In 

the spring of 1967, a group of 14 white and 14 Negro 
. . 

business and community leaders, called the Committee of 

28, talked about 2,000 job openings for young Negroes. 

Only 65 materialized. Almost one out of every eight 

Cincinnati Ne~roes was unemployed. Two out of every five 

Negro families were living on or below the border line 

of poverty. 

A study of the West End Section of the city indicated 

·that one out of every four Negro men living there was out 

of work. In one p_ublic- housing area two-thirds of the 

fathers were missing from the home. Of private housing 

occupied by Negroes, o~e-fourth was overcrowded and half 

' 
was dilapidated. 

In the 90 degree temperature of Monday, June 12th, 

Negro youngsters roamed the streets. ~he two swimming 

4 



pools available to them could accommodate only a handful. 

In the Avondale Section -- which had, up to a few years 

before~ been a· prosperous middle class ,-community, but now 
·, 

•I 

contained more than ~alf the city's Negro population --­

Negro youths watched white workers going to their jobs in 

white-owned stores and businesses.- One youth began to count 

the number of delivery trucks being driven by Negroes. 

During the course of the afternoon, of the 52 trucks he 

. counted, only one had a Negro driver. His count was 

remarkably accurate. According to a study conducted by 

the Equal Employment Opportunities Commission, less than 

-2 per cent of truck drivers in the Cincinnati area are 

Negro. 

Late in the afternoon the youths began to interfere 

with deliveries being made by white drivers. Dr. Bruce 

Green, president of the local NAACP chapter was notified. 
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Dr. Green asked his colleague, Dr. Robert Reid, the 

director of the Opportunities · Industrialization Center, 

to go and try to calm the youngsters. Dr. Reid found .. 
I •

several whom he knew, and convinced them to go with him 

. I 
to th Avondale Special Services Office to talk things 

over. '• . 

hey were in the process of drawing up plans for a 

meetitg with merchants of the Avondale area,when there was 
. , ~d~ . ..✓ 

an in ication of~at a nearby drugstore. 

Sever 1 ·of the youths left _the meeting and rushed over to 

the sore. Dr. Reid followed them. The owner of the store . . 

was c mplaining to the polic~ that the youths earlier had been 
1U-di.L~~ . 

inter ering with his businessj --f?e wasn't going to 

stand for it. 

r. Reid was attempting to act as a mediator when • 

· a_ poltce sergeant arrived and asked . the officers what 

was going on? One allegedly replied that they had been 
i 

called in because: "Yourig nigger punks .were disrupting . 

deliveries to the stores." 

A dispute arose between Dr. Reid and the sergeant as 

to whether the officer had said "nigger." After further 

discussion the sergeant told the kids to "break it up!" 

Dr. Reid, together with some of the youngsters, returned r 
to the Special Services Office. After talking to the youngsters 

again, Dr. Reid left to attend a meeting elsewhere. 

Shortly thereafter some of .~he ~oung~ters began.to 
. .~ 

make their.way toward the junior high school, where the 

~eeting protesting the Frakes arrest and the anti-loi.tering 

ordinance was scheduled to take place. 

https://began.to
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:":""'.......... -----------♦
The police department, alerted to the possibility 

of a -disturbance, mobilized its forc~s~ However, because. 

of complaints fran Negro militants that the police them-

. selves were an inciting factor -- some months earlier,
when .Ku Klux Klansmeo had been attracted to the scene of as ei h 
_oytst;~l:X•ic;::c~pa::~h als:e§[~n~f~wg42!:;:h~!l; ioci:r:,i~«n~ ~o !ce 
pa ro ing, a 

gathered about the car of a plainclothesman and attempted 

- 1-
· to overturn it the department decided to withhold 

its men from the immediate area of the meeting. 

It appeared as if this policy mighf be rewarded until, .. 
I I • 

toward· the close of t~e rally, a Negro ·real estate broker 

arose to defend -lliall the police and the anti-loitering 

ordinance. The youngsters who . . had had the .encounter with 

the police officers only a short time earlier were incensed. 

When the meeting broke UJ? a mi_ss_ile was hur_led through 

the windo\o{ of a nearby ch~rch.1 _~ small fire was set in 
< • • . ' ~~ 

~ ~llll!!l~ e....... °" r e e=i; . ~ ~ . . A ~ofoh" c.o&M ~•~~ t..:.~ og o-...t h~ ::::-s t!ll~ ~ t :;f - -----~ 1.Ja.o~ 
1The poiice ~ere able to react quickly. There was only 

one major confrontation between them and the mob. Little 

resistance was offered. 

Although windows were broken in some two dozen stores, 

there was vir~ly no: looting. There were 14 arrests, 

some of them not connected with the disturbance. Among 

those arrested was a community worker, now studying for 

a doctorate at Brandeis University. When he went to the .· 

area to help get people off the streets, he was arrested 

and charged with loitering. 



The next morning a judge of the Municipal Court, before 

whom most of the persons charged were to be brought, stated that 

he- i ~ mete QUt the maximum aentence to anyone found 

gutl of a riot-connected offense. Altl10ugh tl1e judge later 
~~ 

Commiss1on that liilrs statement was a --V-ioTation of 

ethics," he said that he made it because the "city was 

in a state of siege," and he intended it to act as a deterrent 

agai st Dl0tll( further violence. 

Maximum sentences were, in fact, pronounced by the judge 

on a 1 those who were~ convicted in his court, 

dless of the circumstances of the arrest, or the background 

oft e persons arrested. As police were charging white persons 

arre te~ principally with D disorderly conduct -- for 
is (_t.11.\4 a. $too -S ,""C- were charg 

whic the maximum sentence Ull 30- daya 1.n 3a1. l/\.-- but many Negroesr 

violation e-f ~R-¼ot Act - for which the maximum sen-tenee 

e year in jail plus a $500 fine------- the impre-ssiorr among a 

portion of the N"egro communny continued to be that the 

s were dispensing discriminatory justice. 

\ Tuesday morning a list of 11 
demands and .grievances 

stemming from the_ Monday . . . . c.. ~ N-c!1;0 ~ ' 
night meeting was p esented7\to the I 

municipal government. 
Included w~re demands for repeal of 

the an~i-loite~ing law, release f 
o all prisoners arrested 

during the disturbanc~, full 
employment for Negroes, and 

equal justice in the courts. 

Municipal , officials agre~d that the 
city council would · 

consider_ the demands. · · · · ~ &:/~¾
However, they rejected ~ 

that they attend an 
open-air meeting of residents in the 

Avondale sect_ion.•t•15altiL.-iiii91!1!!11•·•• • - ~,. City leaders did not want to 
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give stature to the militants by acknowledging them 

as the de facto representatives of the community. Yet, 

by all indications, the militants.. were the only pers~ns 
I 

.with influence on the people on the streets. 

Mayor Walton H. Bachrach declared that he was "quite 

surprised" by the disturbance .because the council had 

llworked like hell" to help Negroes. As in w ] other 

cities, municipal officials, whose contacts wer:J generally.) 

with the small percentage of mid9le-class Negroes~ appeared 

not to realize the danger presented by the pent-up 

frustrations of a ghetto populatfon mired in pc::,verty. 

Wh1 R Zb aJ: ty ct!l.@:i!' l _ i ppe iu! : el e & l 1t---=:t:.:eti119 t 'he.t 

a g_i w, c:f:he thJ;.Cng that b ad assemb~ea"_l!ega ti t o mill,~ 

~t _ Bl.er t'ly be::Dte 1=:-00 P .M. , lr8C?& E.fii ow ' J I fF r ~ 

At . 7 a15 1 accord ifi~ Lo tl.e dt:te f ~f police; 11."'d:l hell br1:1ke 

~ ," 

_Loet½g .;;unetibaia, f i I e s S ex: W ■A F. fi r s Z: , ,ua, e. 
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3arly in the evening a crowd, consisting mostly of 

I 
teenagers and young adults, began to gather in the Avon4ale 

District. After a short period of- time, when no one a~ared 

to give direction to the assembly, they began to mirl about. 

A few minutes before 7 p.m. cars were stoned and windoWf were 

broken. Police moved in to disperse the gathering. X · 

-Fires were set. When firemen reached Kk3 the seen, they 

were subjected to a barrage of rocks and bottles. A fu 1 scale 

confrontation between police riot squads and the Negro ~rowd 

took place. As police swept the streets, people 

scattered. According to the chief of police, at appr~xl ~ately 

7: 15 p.m. "All hell broke loose." 

sl:sQa. Like -fragments of an exploding bombshell, the 

riot spr~ad to other sections of the city. 
Although most · 

·of these fragments were small ·and 
the damage they caused 

·. J was minor . -- of 40-odd fires that were to be reported ~eforej 
d~wn only 11 resulted in a loss of more than 

$1,000, and 

9 

. on the Fire Department log 
only four are listed 

\ 
. as having 

caused major damage -- the 
confusion and rapidity with 

which _the disorder spread made Iit difficuit i'f .. • ~ not impossible. 
~ etermine its ·scope. 

~ . 



Many reports of fires set by Molotov 

bi L 1:t?rYaa stoned, and window~ ken were 

the police from several parts of the city. A rist 

pc:r ch suffered gunshot wound&. Ominous rumor& o£ ~i.m;F-¥-t-or !t 
Negroes raiding white neighborhoods, l shootings, and pr nizat.ion 

unfounded -- circulated. 

p.m., following a request for aid to surrounding 

communities, Mayor Bachrach Placed a call. to the Governor · l 
asking for mobilization ·of the National Guard. 

At 2:30 a.m., Wednesday the first units_of the National 

Guard appeared on ·the streets. They followed a policy of .1 Irestraint in the use · of weapons. Few shots were fired. 
~ 

Two hours after the appearance of the Guard, 

were quiet. 

Wednesday afternoon an o n session of the council 

whom gave v...ocifeeous support to their spokesmen, who c:: 

the city administration. When the audience , a detatt 

of National Guardsmen was ttationed outside the counci1 chamber. 

&, •a.~ 
The1r presence resulted in a misunderstandinglJ t\_manir of the 

"qt) 
Negroes/ walk.ilfi out, and the meeting ~ 

Wednesday night there were DH virtually no riot-

ous activity until 9 p.m., when scattered incidents of 

began to take place. One person was injured by a gunsh 

J?espite fears of· _a cla~h between Negroes and ·SAMS white 

· Southern Appala~hian migrants whose economic conditi~ns 
. · ~~ \ 

paralleled those · of the Negroes -,. a clash nM.£1. . , \ 
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,, ••• h . · _rh ~ 

H. Rap Brown, arriving int e city at ta1 •~i~ 
~TI~ ef , he wie~u~~a RQe, attempted to capitalize upon the 

discontent. The list of 20 "demands" he presented were 
I • • 

. I 
I 

of such a scattershot·, dictatorial and impractical nature 

that few persons could have taken them seriously. Their 
., .. 

principal effect would have been total removal of all 

white persons, whatever their capacity, from the ghetto 

area. Demand No. 18 stated that "at any meeting to 

settle grievances . . . any white proposal or white 

representative objected to ·by black representatives must 

be rejected automatically." No. _20 demanded a veto 

power over police officers patrolling the community •.c·..· 
His appearance had no galvanizing effect. Although 

scattered incidents occurred for three days after the 

arrival . of the National Guard, ~he disorder never again 

threatened to get out of control. . 

~ Of 63 reported i~ju~i~~, a . ? j 12 _w_e~~-e_ s_e_r-.i-'ous enoug~ b 
~"Jl. ~~ ;~·~ ~w~ ... /loi~~~~ ~ i-..c~ ~n.<...-, 

·to require hospitalization;~n~ 107 p~~so/i'fre~~ -

Tuesday night, when the main disturbance took place, 75 

were 21 years of . age or younger. Of the total of 404 
lli ~ j~H1,,."i~) ~ -

or younger. o/ll. ~ ~~ c!J<f'r.v~o ~ ~~✓ 

I ~ 
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Section 1 TAMPA 

.. ·, 

• 
I • 

On Sunday, June ·11, :~Tampa, Florida, sweltered in 

I 
the 94 degree heat. A humid wind ruffled the bay, where

I . 

thous nds of persons had watched the hydroplane races. 

Since early morning the Police Department's Selective 

eMent Unit, designed .as .a riot co~trol squad, h~d 

· been mployed to keep order at · the races. 

t 5:30 P.M., a block from the waterfront, a photo 

warehouse was broken into. Forty-tive minutes later 

two Pflice officers spotted three Negro youths as they 

walkeb n~ar the State Buil~ing. When the youths caught 

sight of the officers, they ducked into an alley. The 

officers g!1ve chase. As they ran, the suspects left a 

trail of photographic equipment scattere~ £rom the yellow 

paper bags they were carrying. 

· The officers transmitted a general broadcast over the 

. •. 

· police radio. As other officers arrived on the scene, a 

chase began through and around the streets, houses, and 

alleys of the .neighborhood. When Negro residents of the . 

area adjacent to the Central Park Village Housing Project 

. . . 

became aware of the . chase, they began to participate ~ Some 

att~rnpted to help the officers in locating the suspects. 
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R. c. Oates, one of the 17 Negroes on the 5OO-man 

Tampa police force, spotted 19-year old Martin Chambers, 
, . 

bare. to ' the waist, wriggling aw~y beneath ,one of the 
I \ • 

• I 

houses. Oates called foi:- Chambers to surrender. · Ignori~g 

him, 
I· 
fhambers emerg~d running from bl 

~ 
a £f ■ Iii CG s&Jg sf 

the hbuse. A white officer, '•J. L. Calvert•, took up the 

ursuing Calvert, in turn, · were three young Negroes, 

all srectators. 

fenc created a 

leng 

As Chamber.s 

Behind one of. the houses a high cyclone 

two-·foot wide alley twenty-five feet in 

darted alorig the 

roun ed . the c~rner of the house. 
· . .· wt,-w. s.~~ 

fence, Officer Calvert 

Calvert yelled to him· .., -
~ ~ <"f'l\o,d,•.-...~1-,q ~ ~~ ~~ 

to h,~t. Chambers ignored him. Calver_;,. ,t 1 + l i:a 

-{,;.,. .38 jevolver and fired. Chambers, the slug entering 

his back and passing completely through his body, raisedI . . . 
his hands over his head and clutched at the cyclone fence. 

! . 

When the three youths running behind Officer Calvert 

came ·upon the scene, they ass_umed Chambers had been shot 

standing in the position in which the~ saw him. Rumor 

quickly sprea~ through the neighborhood that a white 

police officer had shot a Negro yo_uth who had had his 

hands over his head and was trying to surrender. 

2 



The ambulance that had been summoned became lo'st 

on the way. As minute follow~§ minut;, ::il!»cb .J 7 into & 

grr Q-1 ii di j J. the gathering crowd viewing .. •I 

the bloody,. critically injured youth became increasingly 

b~lligerent. 

Finally, the Reverend M •. L. Newman told police they'd
• 

( · ~ 
better get the boy out of ther~. Officer Oates loaded 

Chambers into his car and drove him to the -hospital. Tile C~ 
died shortly thereafter. 

As officers were leaving the scene, a thunder
r"'\ 

storm..__.., 

broke. Beneath ·the pelting rain, the spectators scattered. 

When an officer went back to check the area he found no 

one on the streets. 

A few .minutes after 7:00 P.M., the Selective Enforcement 

Unit, · tired and sun-parched, reported in from the races. 

A half hour later a report was received that -500 persons 

were gathering. A police car was _sent in~o the area to 

check the report. The officers could find no one. The · 

men of the Selective Enforcement Unit were told to go home. 

The men in the scout ca~ had no~, however, penetrated 

into the. Cent~al Village Housing co~plex where) as the rain 

·ended, hundreds of persons poured from the apartme1:ts. ~ At 

3 



least half of them were teenagers and young adults~ As 

they began to mill about, old . grievances, both real and 
,.· 

· imagined, were resurrected: di~~riminatory practices of 

local stores, advantages taken by white men of Negro.girls, 

the kicking in the face of a Negro by a white man as the 

Negro lay handcuffed on the ground, the chronic lack of 

Attempting to convince the crowd to disperse of its own 

accord, he announced that a complete investigation would 

be made into the shooting . He seemed to be .making headway 

when a girl) ~ ,~~l:l , crying hysterically that the police 
~ tA.tt;.; ~ ?-l_ s·luv__:J _ 

had killed her broth~r er· appearance galvanizea the 

crowd. Rock-throwing. began. 
;. 

Police cars driving into 

the area were stoned. The police, __relying on a previous 

experience when, after withdrawal of their units, th_e crowd 

had dispersed, decided to send no more patrol cars into 

the vicinity. 

This time - the maneuver did not work. From nearby 

bars and- ~awdry night spots patrons joined the throng. A 

window was smashed. Haphazard looting began. As fluid 

,_.r .... . 

. : ) 
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bands of rioters moved down the Central Avenue business 

·district, those stores . whose proprie_tors were particularly 
, 

disliked were singled out. A grocery store, a liquor 

stqre, a restaurant were hit. The first fire was set. . . \ • 
I 

Because of the dismissal of the Selective Enforcement 

· Unit and the lack of accurate intelligence information, · the 
'• . 

police department was slow to react. Although Sheriff 

Malcolm Beard of Hillsborough County was in contact with 

· the Depa.rtmen_t throughout the evening, it was not until 

approximately 11:00 P.M. that a request for deputies was 

:rmde to him. 

At 11:30 P.M. a recall order, issued earlier by the 

police department, began t.o bring officers back into the0 
~ 

area. Lighted by the flames of burning buildings, thE"' <Jjla ., 
~~-\I \(A'°':' ~ '\~ weu.) 
~v~ housing project~ by this time, engulfed in a: full-

fledged riot. .-

·Falling power lines whipped sparks about the skirmish 

line of officers as it moved down the street. The popping 

noise of what sounded to the offic~rs like gunshots came 

from the direction of the housing project·. ~ - officers 

did not 'return the fir9 

4 t was a~nounced over a public •address system that anyone 

I 
'7 5 . 
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caught armed would be shot. The firing ceased. Then, 
, 

and throughout . the succeeding two days, law enforcement 
. ~ 

officers refrained from the use ·9f firearms. No officer, . ~ \ •-

nor any civilian, s·uffered a gunshot wound during the riot. 

Driving along the expressway,_ a young white couple, 

•
Mr. and Mrs. c. D. , were startled by the fires. Deciding 

to investigate, they took the _off-ramp _into the midst of 

the riot. The car was swarmed over. Its windows were 
, . 

shattered. c. D. was dragged into the street. 

As he emerged from a bar in which he had spent the 

evening, 19-year old J. c., a Negro fruit-picker from 

~ . 

Arkansas, was as surprised by the riot as Mr. and _Mr.s. c. •D. 

Rushing toward the stationwagon 1n whi~h the young woman was 

trapped, he interposed himself between her and the mob. 
~ . . . 

~ rocks and beer cans smash~ the window;, · she was 

able to drive off~ J. c. pushed through to where the white 

man lay. With the hoots and jeer~ of rioting youths ringing 

in his ears, J:. c. helped him, also,.. to escape. 

By one A.M., police officers and sheriff.' s deputies 

had . surrounded aa .J l lc □li•i i f an area several blocks 

square. rire1t1en began to extinguish the flames. which, _by 

this time, had spread to several other establishments from 

the three stores in which they had, originally, been set. 



No resistance was met. Control was soon re-establj,shed. 

Ge.. . e\~\<1tk ::~h> Tcn~J:: - K,"'u.~d1zLi(y~\ 111. \.\)d.o.~k..., , ~ ~\ 'k<:.R..1 
~ · l3Wt.til&S8 Ii :a aticet.de- 9ti 11 a 01,__ f Po] MO. COl:SPI er 
~ '\i~l""' ~ e,\\'\M.,\ ~ 6\ lit..~~) s~~ ~ ~~ ~ \)~ . . 

O · 

Cl 1 @M f1Ma'1 ?l ·55 Baaaa.. in -charge of the combined 
. ·, 

forces of the police and sheriff's departm~nts. · • 

For the next twelve hours the situation remained quiet 

but tense. Rumors abounded.·· By the afternoon of Monday, 

June 12, the sheriff's and police forces both had been fully · 

committed. The men were tired. There were none in reserve. 

As a precautionary measure the Sheriff decided to 

request that a contingent of the 'National Guard be made 

available to the city. 

Late in the ·afternoon Ml!-Jj 1121£ 1mcaic MMi Governor 

c, 7 Kirk met with the residents at a school in the 

Central Park yillage area. It was a tense meeting, charged 

with hostility, in which every speaker, _white and Negro, 
. · - ~ 

·was booed and hissed.l.J1sfficials ·p~ided themselves on 

supp·osedly good race relations and the lack of 

ma~sive resistance by whites to the integration of schools 

and facilities in the. cit,yfJp Negroes, who make up 
o&~~~ 

almost 20 percent of the population, had had no one\to 

represent _them in positions of policy or power, .... ndt. 
. -\-o . 

~•1% gp £.l1em to appeallfor redress of grievances. Fr_ustrations 

had built up to the boiling· point. 

7 
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There was no Negro on the City Council: none on 

t'he School Boa rd: none on the Fire Department: none of 
Si;< . 

high rank 
I 

on the Police Force. .~ out ~f every ten 
I • 

Negroes lived in dilapid-~ted housing, ~any' of ·them in · 

shack~ with broken ~indow .:panes, leaking gas, and holes 

in thl walls through. which . rats scampered·.. Ren.ts wer_e 

fift to . six_tv dol_la_r~. a month~. Recreational facilities 

were few. Those that did exist lacked equipment and 

supervisors.. Young toughs pre~rnpted and intimidated the 

chil ren who tried to use them. 

In the schools, the majority of Negroes never reach~d 

.·the ighth grade. 1n the high schools, only 3 to ~ per _·cent 

gro seniors attained the minimum passing score on 

the tate•s · college entrance examination, one tenth of 

the erce~tage of white students. 

A difference of at least three-and-a-nal·f years in 

educational attainment separated the average Negro and 

white.~ Fifty-five percent of__the N~gro~ 
~ 

in Tampa 

were working in unskilled jobs. More than · half of the 

families had incomes of less then $3,000 a year. The 

result was that . 40 percent of the children lived in 

broken homes~ and the city's crime rate was among the 

top 25 percent in the nation. 
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Although the meeting between the residents and the 

' .
officials broke up without concrete results, the Governor 
. . ~~ 0- ?U.,,.'f~ ""' ~~ •. 
believed it had At kl the res~~ents to iet off steam. 

. \. . 
That evening, ·as Nationai Guard troop~ supplanted 

local forces in maintaining a perimeter and establishing 

roving patrols, anti-poverty'•workers went from door to 

door, urging citizens to.stay off the streets. 

A reported attempt by Black Muslims to incite people 

to further violence failed. Although there were scattered 

reports of trouble from several areas of the city, and a 

few fires were set -- a substantial proportion of them in 

vacant buildings_:.. there were no major incidents •. Three 

youths were. arrested when discovered with a cache of 

m,.olotov cockt~ils~ They were white. ~~ CB 6~ 
~ . . 

f:b: ab.,. 1 gl I 3t i § 21 & 1 aL. 

All during the next day false reports. poured into Police 

H~adquarters. Nonnal, everyday scenes took on menacing 

tones. Twenty Negro men, bared to .t;he waist and carrying 

clubs, were reported to be gathering. They turned out to . 

be construction workers. 
. . 

Mayor . Nuccio continued, with uncertain success, to · . ' . 

meet with residents. At their suggestion that the man 

. 9 



• most likely to carry weight with the youngsters was Coach 

jim Williams, he placed a call to Tallahassee, where 

Williams was ~ttending a /caching .¢'1inic. \ 
• ....) . \ 

An .impressive-1ooking man with graying hair, Williams 

tl...-
had been the football coach at ... high school serving 

the central city. A year ea+.lier he had become an assistant .. . . . 

coach at Louisiana's Southern Universi~y. 

<"It was almost 48 hours after the shooting of Mar in 

Cham that Williams arrived in Tampa. with 

another he went to the 
' 

Greek Stand, 
' 

a 

· kids. discovered that plans were 

for the throwing of and molotov c cktails that. evening. 
. . 

·coach Williams began to the; b~gan to attempt to 

convince them·~hat protest c responsible fo~s. 

In another part of the 

attorney, both Negroes, b an 

. 
police for patr ling the trouble area, was formula d. 

White arrnban s -- -and later white hats -- were chosen r 

the purp.ose of ·identification. Sheriff Beard decided to · 

. tak~ ance .'on the White Hat Patrol. 

. 10 . 
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It was almost 48 hours after the shooting of Martin 

er.s_ that._ :Williams_ arrived in Tampa... Together with another 

he went to an-eatery ealled- lf -The Greek 5-ean-d, behind which 

-he-- ~ound a- number of youngsters fashioning an arsenal of bottles, 
6\t..at..~ 

bridks, and RoTo'cov cocktaiTs. As in the crowds that were fbeg in­
~ 

ning to gather) ~ta\i,.a,~Qila:llffl:Ml!IXllOILX the principle complaint/ was 
about 
~ the presence of the National Guard, who, tha residents 

asserted, gave them a feeling of MD being hemmed in. Williams 
dec ~ded-
~~to attempt to negotiate the removal of the National Guard 

if he people would agree to~ keep the peace and to 

disperse. 

I Emotions were starting to run high again all over the city. 
NJ gro 

Two communit leaders Dr. James 0. Brookins and attorney_Delano 

~ naive patrolling of MJa Negro neighborhoo~ ceased, people 

- ::~ :lanning to set tires in industr:tar x districts- tha~ evenin--g-; 
~ - _ ~ -eio~"~ ~ ~ 

--~ ---.-.-1 -+~ o- a- cb Williams, ....,., contactea-sberifr-s-eara. -

I Sheriff Beard had been in lDDOIH:JJllf1'. consultation with 

Robert Gilder of the NAACP. Gilder was in lDOf touch with leaders 

of e Negro youth. Some were college students who had been unable 

to get summer jobs. One was a Viet Nam war veteran who had been 

idea-made sen-se to the sheriff. He--decided to take a chance- on 

D:X ~the Youth Patrol. Partic1pants were identified first by 



- - - -- -=-=---• 

%phosphorescent armbands, and later by white hats. 



~

During the next twenty-four hours 126 youths, some of 

whom had participated in the riot, were recruited into 
1 

the patrol • ~1i;~~el~iltl~iiltd~v/.iil. ilip=:liicr.!1111:a~ •a·1tia~s,-.ww·ere high school 
• I • 

dropouts~ 
~ 

. On Wednesday, the inquiry into the deap h of Martin 
• 'yya..£,-

Chambers was concluded • . When the verdict \ issued that the 

. officer had fired the shot _justifiably and in the line qf 

' . 

....,-\... duty, apprehension rose that t~ouble would erupt again. -c--

1• ~ \ ~ ,~<-'\L.. Q.-nALP"'~ ~ ~ . n ~ ,'lf ¼ r&,......_;;,_ t-4.€..w +o~.J °'-~"'--)°'-
~ \-4>f ~ ~c._:-("'~~ t)<-J'- L...)#-r' ~ •........._ - dY~ -"- uL_ · ~ ~ ·N1i ij Q: 5h el eM□ • ~ spite the fact at the verdict ~as not · 

to their liking,· .the White Hats continued to keep order. 

07 1Jun,yi2q,rt T"/1 was,;4-11 n71:__: 
. erup e/in c J cinnai / 94o fJnrle s t~/4e ~ brth. -7 

·. 

. .. 

11 / 



PROFILE -- NEWARK -- FINAL 

Section 4 

On that same Tuesday night, June 20, Newark, 

New Jersey, hovered on the brink of violence. At a 

tumultuous meeting of the Planning Board that lasted 

until four o'clock in the morning, speaker after speaker 

from the Negro ghetto arose to denounce the city's intent 

to turn over 146 acres in the heart of the Central Ward 

as a site for the State's new medical and dental college. 

The growing opposition to the city administration 

by vocal black residents had paralyzed both the Planning 

Board and the Board of Education. Tension had been 

rising so steadily throughout the northern New Jersey area 

that, in the first week of June, Colonel David Kelly, head 

of the State Police, had met with the chiefs of police of 

most of the municipalities to draw up plans for state police 

support of city police wherever a riot developed. Nowhere 

was the tension greater than in Newark. 

Founded in 1666, the city, part of the Greater New York 

City port complex, rises from the salt marshes of the Passaic 

River. Although in 1967 Newark's population of 400,000 still 

ranked it 30th among American municipalities, for the past 

20 years the white middle class had been deserting the city 

for the suburbs. 
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In the late 1950's the desertions had become a rout. 

Between 1960 and 1967, the city lost a net total of more 

than 70,000 white residents. Replacing them in vast areas 

of dilapidated housing where living conditions, according 

to a prominent member of the County Bar Association, were 

so bad that ''people would be kinder to their p~ts," were 

Negro migrants, Cubans and Puerto Ricans. In six years 

the city switched from 65 percent white to 52 percent Negro 

and 10 percent Puerto Rican and Cuban . 

The white population, nevertheless, retained political 

control of the city . On both the City Council and the 

Board of Education seven of nine members were white. On 

other key boards the disparity was equal or greater. In 

the Central Ward, where the medical college controversy 

raged, the Negro constituents and their white Councilman 

found themselves on opposite sides of almost every crucial 

issue . 

The municipal administration lacked the ability to 

respond quickly enough to navigate the swiftly changing 

currents. Even had it had great astuteness, it would have 

lacked the financial resources to affect significantly the 

course of events . 

In 1962, seven-term Congressman Hugh Addonizio had 

forged an Italian-Negro coalition to overthrow long-time 

Irish control of the Cit~ IIall. A liberal in Congress, 

Addonizio, whe n he became mayor, had opened his door to 
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all people. Negroes who had been excluded from the 

previous administration began to be brought into the 

government. The police department was integrated. 

Nevertheless, progress was slow. As the Negro popu­

lation increased, more and more of the politically oriented 

found the progress inadequate. 

The Negro-Italian coalition began to develop strains 

over the issue of the police. The police were largely 

Italian, the persons they arrested largely Negro. Com­

munity leaders agreed that, as in many police forces, there 

was a small minority of officers who abused their responsi­

bility. This gave an aura of credibility to the cries of 

"Brutality!" voiced periodically by ghetto Negroes. 

In 1965 Mayor Addonizio, acknowledging that there was 

"a small group of misguided individuals" in the department, 

declared that "it is vital to establish once and for all, in 

the minds of the public, that charges of alleged police bru­

tality will be thoroughly investigated and the appropriate 

legal or punitive action be taken if the charges are found 

to be .substantiated. 11 

Pulled one way by the Negro citizens who wanted a 

Police Review Board, and the other by the police, who 

adamantly opposed it, the Mayor decided to buck all complaints 

against the police to the FBI for investigation. Since the 

FBI was not conceived as . an agency to investigate municipal 

police departments, and could act only if there had been a 
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violation of a person's civil rights, no . complaint was 

ever heard of again. 

Nor was there much redress for other complaints. 

The city had no money with which to redress them. 

The City had already reached its legal bonding limit, 

yet expenditures continued to outstrip income. Health and 

welfare costs, per capita, were 20 times as great as for 

some of the surrounding communities. Cramped by its small 

land area of 23.6 square miles -- one-third of which was 

taken up by Newark Airport and unusable marshland and 

surrounded by independent jurisdictions, the city had no­

where to expand. 

Taxable property was contracting as land was cleared 

for urban renewal and then lay fallow year after year. 

Property taxes had been increased beyond the point of 

profitable return. By the fall of 1967 they were to reach 

$661.70 on a $10,000 house* -- double that of suburban 

communities. As a result, people were refusing either to 

own or to renovate property in the city. Seventy-four per­

cent of whites and 87 percent of Negroes lived in rental 

housing. Whoever was able to move to the suburbs, moved. 

Many of these persons, as downtown areas were cleared and 

new office buildings were constructed, continued to work in 

* The legal tax rate is $7.76 per $100 of marke t value. 
However, because of inflation, a guideline of 85.27 
percent of market value is us e d in usses s ing, reducing 
the true tax rate to $6.617 per $100. · 
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the city. Among them were a large proportion of the 

people from whom a city normally draws its civic leaders, 

but who, after moving out, tended to cease involving 

themselves in the community's problems. 

Since, during the daytime Newark more than doubled 

its population, the city was forced to provide services 

for a large number of people who contributed nothing in 

prorerty taxes. The city's per capita outlay for police, 

fire protection and other municipal services continued to 

increase. By 1967 it was twice that of the surrounding area. 

Consequently, there was less money to spend on educa­

tion. Newark's per capita outlay on schools was considerably 

less than that of surrounding communities. Yet within the 

city's school system were 78,000 children, 14,000 more than 

ten years earlier. 

Twenty thousand pupils were on double sessions. The 

dropout rate was estimated to be as high as 33 percent. Of 

13,600 Negroes between the ages of 16 and 19, more than 

6,000 were not in school. Over half of the adult Negro popu­

lation had less than an 8th grade education. 

The typical ghetto cycle of high unemployment, family 

breakup, and crime was present in all its elements. Approxi­

mately 12 percent of Negroes were without jobs. An estimated 

_40 percent of Neg r o children lived in broken homes. Al­

though Newark maintained proportionately the largest police 

force of any major city, its crime rate was among the highest 
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in the nation. In narcotics violations it ranked fifth 

nationally. Almost 80 percent of the crimes were committed 

·within two miles of the core of the city, where the Central 

Ward is located. A majority of the perpetrators were Negro. 

Most of the victims, likewise, were Negro. The Mafia was 

reputed to control much of the organized crime. 

Under such conditions a major segment of the Negro 

population became more and more militant. Largely excluded 

from positions of traditional political power, Negroes, 

tutored by a handful of leftists who had moved into the city 

in the early 1960's, made use of the anti-poverty program, 

in which poor people were guaranteed representation, as a 

political springboard. This led to friction between the 

United Community Corporation, the agency that administered 

the anti-poverty program, and the city administration. 

When it became known that the Secretary of the noard of 

Education intended to retire June 27, 1967, the militants pro­

posed the city's budget director, a Negro with a master's 

degree in accounting, for the position. The mayor, however, 

had already nominated a white man. Since the white man had 

only a high school education, and at least 70 percent of the 

children in the school system were Negro, the issue of who 

was to obtain the secretaryship, an important and powerful 

position, quickly became a focal issue. 

Joined with the issue of the 146-acre medical school 

site, the area of which had bee n expand ed to tri~le the 

4-6 



original request an expansion regarded by the militants 

as a ploy to dilute black political power by moving out 

·Negro residents -- the Board of Education battle resulted 

in a confrontation between the mayor and the militants. 

Both sides refused to alter the ir positions. The impasse 

was complete and explosive. 

Into this impasse stepped a Washington Negro named 

Albert Roy Osborne. A flamboyant, 42-year old former wig 

salesman who called himself Colonel Hassan Jeru-Ahmed and 

wore a black beret, he presided over a mythical "Blackman's 

Volunteer Army of Liberation." Articulate and magnetic, the 

self-commissioned "Colonel" proved to be a one-man show. He 

brought Negro residents flocking to Board of Education and 

Planning Board meetings. The Colonel was not afraid to speak 

in violent terms, nor to back his words with violent action. 

At one meeting he tore the tape from the stenographic recorder 

being used to keep the official record. After he was ejected 

from the room, one of his captains threw a mapboard across the 

stage and smashed a tape recorder against the wall. 

It became more and more evident to the militants that, 

tnough they might not be able to prevail, they could prevent 

the normal transaction of business. Filibustering began. A 

Negro former State Assemblyman held the floor for more than 

four hours. One meeting of the Board of Educa tion beg an at 

5 P.M. and did not adjourn until 3:23 A.M. the next morning. 

Throughout the months of May and June spe aker after s p e a ke r 
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warned that if the mayor continued to persist in naming 

a white man as Secretary to the Board of Education, and 

in moving ahead with plans for the medical school site, 

violence would ensue. The city administration played down 

the threats. 

On June 27th, when a new Secretary to the Board of 

Education was to be named, the state police set up a command 

post in the Newark armory. 

The militants, led by the local CORE* chapter, dis­

rupted pnd took over the Board of Education meeting. The 

result was a stalemate. The incumbent secretary decided to 

stay on another year. No one was satisfied. 

At the beginning of July there were 24,000 unemployed 

NEgroes within the confines of t~e city. Their ranks were 

swelled by an estimated 20,000 teenagers, many of whom, with 

school out and the summer recre~~ion program curtailed due 

to a lack _of funds, had no place to go. 

On July 8, Newark and East Orgnge Police attempted to 

disperse a group of Black Muslims gathered in front of a 

house occupied . by one of them. In the melee that followed, 

several police officers and Muslims suffered injuries 

necessitating medical treatment. The resulting charges and 

countercharges heightened the tension between police and 

Negroes. 

Early on the evening of July 12th a cab driver, by the 

name of John Smith, according to police reports began 

* Congress of Racial Equality 
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tailgating a Newark police c ar. Smith wa s an unlikely 

candidate to set a riot in motion. Forty years old, a 

Georgian by birth, he had attended college for a year 

before entering the United States Army in 1950. In 1953 

he had been honorably discharged with the rank of Corporal. 

A chess-playing trumpet player, he had worked as a musician 

and a factory hand before, in 196?, becoming a cab driver. · 

As a cab driver, he appeared to be a hazard. Within 

a relatively short period of time he had eight or nine 

accidents. His license was revoked. When, with a woman 

passenger in his cab, he was stopped by the police, he was 

in violation of that revocation. 

From the high-rise towers of the Reverend William 

P. Hayes Housing Project, the residents can look down upon 

the orange-red brick facade of the Fourth Precinct Police 

Station and observe ·every movement. Shortly after 9:30 P.M., 

people saw Smith, who either refused or was unable to walk, 

being dragged out of a police car and into the front door of 

the station. Within a few minutes at least two civil rights 

leaders received calls from a hysterical woman declaring a 

cab driver was being beaten by the police. When one of the 

persons at the station notified the cab company of Smith's 

arrest, cab drivers all over the city began learning of it 

over their cab radios. 

A crowd fo rmed on the grounds o f the hou s ing project 
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across the narrow street from the station. As more and 

more people arrived, the description of the beating 

purportedly administered to Smith became more and more 

exaggerated. The descriptions were fueled and sustained 

by other complaints of police malpractice that over the 

years had been submitted for investigation but had never 

been heard of again, so that they remained like sores 

festering in the minds of the people. 

Several Negro community leaders, called by a civil 

rights worker and informed of the deteriorating situation, 

rushed to the scene. By 10:15 P.M. the atmosphere had 

become so potentially explosive that Kenneth Melchior, the 

senior inspector on the night watch, was summoned. He 

arrived at approximately 10:30 P.M. 

Met by a delegation of civil rights leaders and 

militants who demanded the right to see and interview Smith, 

Inspector Melchior acceded to their request. 

When the delegation was taken to Smith, the Inspector 

agreed with their observations that, as a result of injuries 

Smith had suffered, he needed to be examined by a doctor. 

Arrangements were made to have a police car transport him to 

the hospital. 

Both within and outside of the police station the at­

mosphere was electric with hostility. Carloads of police 

officers, arriving for the change of shifts, were subjected 
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to a g a untlet of c atcalls, taunts a nd curse s. Some of them 

replied in kind. 

Joined by Oliver Lofton, administ r ative director of the 

en injured, the crowd outside became more and more unruly. 

Sf>~rrl,0 of the tJOQl1Df Negro iaSIAt :i::noiii• W, • sb:atsioA decided to 
I 

to attempt 

that the pt•S Iii 

ople go home. The second of the two had just finished speaking 

om atop ia a car when several Molotov cocktails smashed against 

wall of the police station. 

Inspector Melchior had a squad of men form a line across 

the front of the sta tion. Volleys of profanity between the 

police officers and the Negroes on the other side of the street 

exacerbated the hostility. 

Three of the Negro leaders requested they be given an~ 

opportunity to disperse the crowd. Inspe ctor Melchior agreed 

to let them try, and provided a bullhor.n for them. 

As the three were addressing the seve ral hundred per­

sons who had gathe red in t he stree t a nd on the grounds of the 
~~ ~ k_ 

housing proj ect, it Jan i""Japparen t t ha t the people were not 

going to disperse . A n ew stra t egy was dev ised . It was 

decided t o at t empt t o channe l the ene r g i es of the peo p l e into 

a non - viol e nt protest . While Lofton promised th~ c rowd 
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that a full investigation would be made of the Smith 

incident, the other Negro leaders began urging those 

on the scene to form a line of march toward the city hall. 

Some persons joined the line of march. Others milled 

about. Fromthe dark grounds of the housing project a 

barrage of rocks commenced. Some of them fell among the 

crowd. Others hit persons in the line of march. Many 

smashed the windows of the police station. The rock throwing, 

it was believed, was the work of youngsters approximately 

2,500 children lived in the housing project. 

Almost at the same time another Molotov cocktail flared 

against the wall of the police station. An old car was set 

afire in a parking lot. The line of march began to disin­

tegrate. The police, their heads protected by World War I 

type helmets, sallied forth to disperse the crowd. A fire 

engine, arriving on the scene, was pelted with rocks. As 

police drove people away from the station, they scattered in 

all directions. 

A few minutes later, a short distance away, the first 

liquor store was broken into. Some persons, seeing a small 

caravan of cabs appear at city hall : to protest Smith's 

arrest, interpreted this as evidence that the disturbance 

had been organized and generated rumors to that effect. 

However, only a few stores were looted. By about 

2:30 A.M., the disorder appea red to h ave run its course. 
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·The next afternoon the Mayor described it as an 

isolated incident. At a meeting with Negro leaders, at 

. which measures to defuse the situation were discussed, he 

agreed to a demand for the naming of a Negro to the rank 

of Captain in the Police Department, and announced that he 

would set up a panel of citizens to investigate the Smith 

arrest. To one civil rights leader this sounded like "the 

playback of a record," and he walked o~t. Other observers 

reported that the Mayor seemed unaware of the seriousness 

of the tensions. 

The police were not. Unbeknown to the mayor, Dominick 

Spina, the director of police, had extended shifts from 8 

hours to 12, and was in the process of mobilizing half the 

strength of the department for that evening. Spina had 

arrived at the Fourth Precinct Police Station at approxi­

mately midnight, and had witnessed the latter half of the 

disturbance. Earlier in the evening he had held the regular 

weekly "open house" in his office. This was intended to give 

any person who wanted to talk to him an opportunity to do so . 

• 
Not a single person had shown up. 

As ·director of police, Spina had initiated many new 

programs: police-precinct councils, composed of the police 

precinct captain and business and civic leaders, who would 
. 

meet once a month to discuss mutual problems; Junior Crime-

fighters; a Boy Scout Explorer program for each precinct; 

mandatory human rela tions training for every officer; a 
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Citizens' Observer Program, which permiited citizens to 

ride in police cars and observe activities in the stations; 

a Police Cadet program; and others. 

Many of the programs initially had been received 

enthusiastically, but -- as was the case with the ''open 

house," to which hardly anyone came anymore -- interest in 

them had fallen off. In general, the programs failed to 

reach the hard core unemployed, the disaffected, the school 

dropouts -- of which Spina estimates there are 10,000 in 

Essex County -- that constitute a major portion· of the police 

problem. 

As reports and rumors, including one that Smith had -

died, circulated through the Negro community, tension con­

tinued to rise. Nowhere was the. tension greater than at 

the Spirit House, the gathering place for Black Nationalists, 

Black Power advocates, and militants of every hue. Black 

Muslims, Orthodox Muslims, and ~embers of the United Afro­

American Association, a new and growing organization that 

follows, in general, the teachings of the late Malcolm· X, 

came to mingle .and exchange views. Anti-white playwright 

LeRoi Jones held workshops. The two police-Negro clashes, 

comi~g one on top of the other, coupled with the unresolved 

political issues, had created a state of crisis. 

Inflammatory leaflets were being printed, and circu­

lated in the neighborhoods comprising the Fourth Precinct. 
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A "Police Brutality Protest Rally'' was announced f6r late 

in the afternoon in front of the Fourth Precinct Station. 

Several television stations and newspapers sent news teams 

to interview people. Cameras were set up. A crowd gathered. 

A picket line was formed to march in front of the 

police station. Between 6:30 and 7:00 P.M. James Threatt, 

Executive Director of the Newark Human _Rights Commission, 

arrived to announce to the people the decision of the Mayor 

to form a citizens group to investigate the Smith incident, 

and to elevate a Negro to the rank of Captain. 

The response from the loosely milling mass of people 

was derisive. One youngster shouted "Black Power!" Rocks 

were thrown at Threatt. The barrage of missiles that followed 

placed the police station under siege. 

As the rock throwing momentarily ceased, the police 

issued forth to deal with the crowd. According to witnesses, 

there was little restraint of language or action by either 

side. A number of police officers and Negroes were injured. 

As on the night before, once the people had been dis­

persed, reports of looting began - to come in. Soon the glow 

of the first fire was seen. 

Without enough men to establish control, the police 

set up a perimeter around a two-mile stretch of Springfield 

Avenue, one of the principal business districts, where bands 

of youths roamed up and down smashing windows. Grocery and 
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liquor stores, clothing and furniture stores, drug stores 

and cleaners, appliance stores and pawnshops were the 

. principal targets. Periodically police officers would 

appear and fire their weapons over the heads of looters 

and rioters. Laden with stolen goods, people began return­

ing to the housing projects. 

Near midnight activity appeared to taper off. The 

Mayor told reporters the city had turned the corner. 

As news of the disturbance had spread, however, people 

had flocked into the streets. As they saw stores being 

broken into with impunity, many spectators bowed to tempta­

tion and joined the looting. 

Without the necessary personnel to make mass arrests, 

police were shooting into the air to clear stores. A Negro 

boy was wounded by a .22 caliber bullet said to have been 

fired by a white man riding in a car. Guns were reported 

stolen from a Sears Roebuck store. Looting, fires, and 

gunshots were reported from a widening area. Between 2:00 

and 2:30 A.M. on Friday, July 14, the mayor decided to re­

quest Governor Richard J. Hughes to dispatch State Police 

and National Guard troops. The State Police arrived with a 

sizeable contingent before dawn. 

During the course of ·the morning the Governor and the 

Mayor, together with police and National Guard officers, made 

a reconna issance of the area. The police escort guarding 

the officials arrested looters as the y went. By noon the 
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National Guard had ~et up 137 roadblocks, and state police 

and· riot teams were beginning to achieve control. Command 

.of anti-riot operations was taken over by the governor, 

who decreed a "hard line" in putting down the riot. 

The three-way command structure -- City Police, State 

Police and National Guard -- worked p9orly. The City and 

State Police did not operate on the same radio wave-lengths. 

Each did many things the other did not· find out about until 

later. 

At 3:30 P.M. that afternoon, the family of Mrs. D. J. 

was standing near the upstairs windows of their apartment, 

watching looters run in and out of a furniture store on 

Springfield Avenue. Three carloads of police officers 

rounded the corner. As the police yelled at the looters, 

they began running. 

The police officers opened fire. A bullet smashed the 

kitchen window in Mrs. D. J.'s apartment. A moment later 

she heard a cry from the bedroom. Her three-year old daughter, 

Debbie, came running into the room. Blood was streaming 

down the left side of her face, where the bullet had entered 

her eye. The chiid spent the next two months in the hospital, 

losing the sight of her left eye and the hearing in her left 

ear. 

Simultaneously, on the street below, IIorace w. Morris, 

an associate director of the Washington Urban League who had 

had been visiting relatives in Newark, was about to enter a 
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car for .the drive to Newark Airport. With him were his 

two brothers and his 73-year old step-father, Isaac Harrison. 

About 60 persons had been on the street watching the looting. 

As the police arrived, three of the looters cut directly in 

front of the group of spectators. The police fired at the 

looters. Bullets plowed into the spectators. Everyone 

began running. As Harrison, followed by the family, headed 

toward the apartment building 1n which_he lived, a bullet 

kicked his legs out from under him. Horace Morris lifted 

him to his feet. Again he fell. Mr. Morris' brother, Virgil, 

attempted to pick the old man up. As he was doing so, he was 

hit in the . left leg and right forearm. Mr ·. Morris and his 

other brother managed to drag the two wounded men into the 

vestibule of the building, which was jammed with 60 to 70 

frightened and angry Negroes. 

Bullets continued to spatter against the walls of the 

buildings. Finally, as the firing died down, Morris whose 

stepfather died that evening -- yelled to a sergeant that 

innocent people were being shot. 

"Tell the black bastards to stop shooting at us," the 

sergeant, according to Morris, replied. 

"They don't have guns; no one is shooting at you," 

Morris said. 

"You shut up, there's a sniper on the roof," the ser­

geant yelled. 

Heavy sniper fire was, in fact, being repo~ted from all 
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over the city. 

At approximately 5:00 P.M., a police detective was 

, felled and killed by a shot whose origins could not be 

determined. Later a fireman met the same fate. Snipers 

were blamed for the deaths of both. 

At 5:30 P.M., on Beacon Street, W. F. told J. S., 

whose 1959 Pontiac he had taken to the station for inspec­

tion, that his front brake needed fixing. J. S., who had 

just returned from work, said, "Okay," went to the car 

which was parked in the street, jacked up the front end, 

took the wheel off, and got under the car. 

The street was quiet. More than a dozen persons were 

sitting on porches, walking about, and shopping. None 

heard any shots. Suddenly several state troopers appeared 

at · the corner of Springfield and Beacon. J. S. was startled 

by a shot clanging into the side of the garbage can next to 

his car. As he looked up he saw a state trooper with his 

rifle pointed at him. The next shot struck J. s. in the 

right side. 

At almost the same instant, K. G., standing on a porch, 

was struck in the right eye by a bullet. Both he and J. S. 

were critically injured. 

At 8:00 P.M., Mrs. L. M. bundled her husband, her 

husband's brother, and her four sons into the family car to 

drive to a restaurant for dinne r . On the return trip her 
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husband, who was driving, panicked as he approached a 

National Guard roadblock. He slowed the car, then quickly 

· swerved around. A shot rang out. When the family reached 

home, everyone began piling out of the car. Ten-year-old 

Eddie failed to move. Shot through the head, he was dead. 

Although, by nightfall, most of the looting and burn­

ing had ended, and there were no longer any mobs on . the 

street, reports of sniper fire increased. The fire was, 

according to New Jersey National Guard reports, "deliberately 

or otherwise inaccurate." Major General .James F. Cantwell, 

Chief of Staff of the New Jersey Department of Defense, 

testified before an Armed Services Subcommittee of the House 

of Representatives that "there was too much firing initially 

against snipers" because of "confusion when we were finally 

called on for help and· our thinking of it as a military 

action." 

"As a matter of fact," Director of Police Spina told 

the Commission, "down in the Springfield Avenue area it was 

so bad that, in my opinion, guardsmen were firing upon police 

and police were firing back at them. • . I really don't 

believe there was as much sniping as we thought .•. We have 

since compiled statistics indicating that there were 79 

specified instances of sniping." 

Several problems contributed to the misconce ptions 

regarding snipers: the lack of communications the state 
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police had placed men on rooftops, but other law enforce­

ment personnel remained unaware of this; the fact that one 

shot mi~ht be reported half a dozen times by half a dozen 

different persons as it caromed and reverberated a mile or 

more through the city; the fact that the National Guard 

troops lacked riot training. They were, according to Spina, 

"young and very scared," and had had little contact with 

Negroes. 

Within the Guard itself contact with Negroes had 

certainly been limited. Although, in 1949, out of a force 

of 12,529 men there had been 1,183 Negroes, following the 

integration of the Guard in the 1950's the number had de­

clined until, by July of 1967, 303 Negroes were left in a 

force of 17,529 men. 

On Saturday, July 15, Spina received a report of 

snipers in a housing project. When he arrived he saw ap­

proximately 100 National Guardsmen and police officers 

crouching behind vehicles, hiding in corners and lying on 

the ground around the edge of the courtyard. Since every­

thing appeared _quiet and it was broad daylight, Spina walked 

directly down the middle of the street. Nothing happened. 

As he came to the last building of the complex, he heard a 

shot. All around him the troopers jumped, bel~eving them­

selves to be under sniper fire. A moment later a young 

Guardsman ran from behind a building. The Director of 
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Police went over to _where the soldier had crouched down, 

and asked him if he had fired the shot. The soldier said 

yes, he had fired to scare a man away from a window; that 

his orders were that no one had a right to be standing at 

a window. 

Spina said he told the soldier: "Do you know what 

you just did? You have now created a state of hysteria. 

Every Guardsman up and down this str~et and every State 

Policeman and every city policeman that is present thinks 

that somebody just fired a shot and that it is probably a 

sniper." 

A short time later more "gunshots" were heard. In­

vestigating, Spina came upon a Puerto Rican sitting on a 

wall. In reply to a question as to whether he knew "where 

the firing is coming from?" the man said: 

"That's no firing. That's fireworks. If you look up 

to the fourth floor, you will see the people who are throw­

ing down these cherry bombs." 

By this time four truckloads of National Guardsmen had 

arrived and troopers and policemen were again crouched every­

where looking for a sniper. The Director of Police remained 

at the scene for three hours, and there was no shot fired 

except the one by the Guardsman. 

Nevertheless, at six o'clock that evening two columns 

of National Guardsmen and state troopers were directing mass 
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fire at the Hayes Housing Project in response to what they 

believed were snipers. 

On the 10th floor, Eloise Spellman, the mother of 

several childr en, fell, a bullet through her neck. 

Across the street a number of persons, standing in 

an apartment window, were watching the firing directed at 

the housing project. Suddenly several troopers whirled 

and began firing in the general direction of the spectators. 

Mrs. Hattie Gainer, a grandmother, sank to the floor. 

A block away Rebecca Brown's two-year old daughter was 

standing at the window. Mrs. Brown rushed to drag her to 

safety. As Mrs. Brown was, momentarily, framed in the win­

dow, a bullet spun into her back. 

All three of the women died. 

A number of eye witnesses, at varying times and places, 

reported seeing bottles thrown from upper story windows. As 

these would land at the feet of an officer he would turn and 

fire. Thereupon, other officers and Guardsmen up and down 

the street would join in. 

In order .to protect his property, B. W.W., the own~r 

of a Chinese laundry, had placed a sign saying "Soul Brother" 

in his window. Betwee n 1:00 a nd 1:30 A. M., on Sunday, July 

16, he, together with his mother, wife and brothe r, was 

wa tching television in the back room. Up to that point of 

the night the neighborhood h a d bee n quie t. Suddenly B. W.W. 

4-23 



• 

heard the sound of jeeps, then shots. 

Going to an upstairs window he was able to look out 

into the street. There he observed several jeeps, from 

which soldiers and state troope rs were firing into stores 

that had "Soul Brother" signs in the windows. During the 

course of three nights, according to dozens of eye witness 

reports, law enforcement officers shot into and smashed 

windows of businesses that contained . signs indicating they 

were Negro-owned. 

At 11:00 P.M., on Sunday, July 16th, Mrs. Lucille Pugh 

looked out of the window to see if the streets were clear. 

She then asked her 11-year-old son, Michael, to take the 

garbage out. As he reached the street and was illuminated 

by a street light, a shot rang out. He died. 

No snipers were arrested. Of the 250 fire alarms, 

many were false, and only 13 were considered by the city to 

have been "s~rious." Four-fifths of the $10,251,000 worth 

of damage was incurred due to stock loss. Damage to buildings 

and fixtures was less than $2 million. 

Of the twenty-one civilians who died as a result of 

gunshot wounds, all were Negro. One was 73-year old Isaac 

Harrison. Six were women. Two were children. 

On the evening of Monday, July 17, a Catholic priest 

saw two Negro men walking down the street. They were carrying 

a case of soda and two bags of groceries. An unmarked car 
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with five police officers pulled up beside them. Two 

white officers got out of the car. Accusing the Negro men 

of looting, the officers made them put the groceries on 

the sidewalk, then kicked the bags · open, scattering their 

contents all over the street. 

Telling the men, "Get out of here," the officers 

drove off. The Catholic priest went across the street to 

help gather up the groceries. One of the men turned to 

him: "I've just been back from Vietnam two days," he said, 

"and this is what I get. I feel like going home and getting 

a rifle and shooting the cops." 

4-25 



December 5, 1967 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Victor Palmieri 
Stephen Kurzmajl 
Robert Conot:,.../' 

FROM: Cha~le{.,~on 

RE: Further comments on Conot Draft 

Attached are annotated copies of the sections on 

Atlanta· 
Tampa 
Plainfield . 
Riot Profile & Analysis 

Lacking anyone who was on the original Plain­
field Team, we were not able to comment very adequately 
at ·all on it. We did, howev~r, add some material 
obtained on a recent return visit. 

Basic Comment on 'Profile": The "Embryonic" 
stage assumes some sort of peaceful gathering. 
Detroit need not be an exception, it seems to me. 
Some situations can go as easily from a police arrest 
to large violence without ~ny peaceful congregation 
to "isolate an~ contain." Also Cincinnati is an 
example in which the police did not show force during 
the embryonic stage, but the tactic failed. (See · p.105) 
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On page 106 -- clarify line 9 ••• make meaningful, etc. 

Page 110 - Because the Algiers Motel case is pending, and because this 
is a clear reference to it, I feel the reference should be 
eliminated or at least toned down by deleting MM 
"in their determination to interrogate suspects." Even if 
this is some other case, not the Algiers motel, it sure 
comes through tila to the casual reader as such • 

page 115 -- • • • "virtually no Negroes ink key appointive positions." 
But you said earlier this was being done in Newark. 
Instead of "virtually no" should it be ''hardly any" or 
"few" or the like. 
Also, bottom paragraph is unclear; should it say ghetto 

residents had no one of their own kind on whom they could 
apply particular pressure; or no direct representatives on 
whom they could do so. Presumably, they have the same 
rights as any other citizen to apply political pressure 
on the President, Governor, mayor, congressman etc. 

p. 116 - We've used the word investigators several times, but 
perhaps we shouldi\s't do so here. We have insisted 
in press contacts that our field team people weren't 
Investigators but staff survey and staff study teams. 
Which ia closer to the truth, too. 

p. 117 -- Ins tead of "Everywher e th" persons who s 1.:.ffe r €«l the a,r ,.,.at E:'.r; t 
1.os ■ of pmM■1■ prestige 'fere the Negroes who had counseled 
moderation."--- Many Negro leaders ■-im1ua counseled 11p 

moderation. But moderation often had been responded 
to with platitudes; militancy with results. 

p. 125 pi bottom. Would it help, or is it necessary, to attribute 
source (i.e. from our wire services, etc.) of Detroit 
News story from Englewood? 

same re Phila. Inquirer on p. 126. 
The point being that you're right, the papers printed it, 
but that it wasn't their own reporters that said it, 
if that is indeed the fact. 

p. 128 - I would take out the empirical tests tendind to indicate 
unlikelihood of a conspiracy. Suffice it to say that 
we;re still inves1i gating and so far have found none. 
And ma do we want to say no evidence of a NATIONAL conspiracy? 

p. l-19-:Z­

/ 
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p. 129 -- can we state so flatly that "there were no 'outside 
agitators' in any of the cities. Maybe not identifiable 
as immediate causes of the riots -- but certainly before 

and during. What about Brown in Caabriege; maybe he wasn't 
a conspirator but he certainly was an agitator, and got 

wounded when the riot broke out. 
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~,533 8. 1: What is the relative impact of the depressed conditions 

in the ghetto -- joblessness, family instability, 

poor J1X11-education, lack of motivation, poor health care 

in stimulating people to riot? 

A growing body of evidence indicates there is a direct correlation 

between areas of economic deprivation, mxixa~t•q low social status, 
~ 

and family instability s the locale in which a riot is likely to com-

mence. Housing projects, deteriorating mixed resid~ntial- business 

districts, areas with a high incidence of crime -- these are re ii~ 

spawning grounds for eiee~•ief~ dissatisfaction and a readiness to 

resort to force. These are the areas that have benefitted least from 

the revolutionary technological and geconomic changes that have altered 

America'sa&:iaii social structure in the past ia fifty years. These 

are the areas in which the housing is the poorest and the most overcrowded. 
ik.. 

InAGrand Rapids or example,_.. t3 H::U J t 

811& mlh:b h 36 l l 1 , most of the houses een inadequately 

maintained for over ten years. Structures designed as one-family residences 

were being occupied by from two to four (mostly large) families. ~---- ~,-""'~ 



2 

MJ In the 12th Street ~ 

( 

Detroit, almost half the housing was 

dilapidated. ~ e are ! areas in which the broken family becomes 

an accepted way of life• /l J'ome housing projects f;iFifta iu ah:l!ch 

d tr hlfllPP the father was present in less than half of the homes. 

l_:he~e are the areas in which the schools are failingX-,!.t a time when 

55 percent of America's high school graduates are going on to college, 

in many ghetto schools 50 percent or more of the pupils are dropping out. 

The average Negro youngster inthe i 12th grade is performing~ at only 

.American throu2h which a~ 9th grade level. Traditionally/tt• scnools have been the means DX 

the children of innnigrants moved into the middle class. Yet the urban 

schoo l~of the latter half of the 20th Century,more and more tailored to 
Q,(.,1-

middle class children, ~ not geared to deal with a massixe influx of 

lower class children of dissimilar cultural background. Hence, the Nagx■ 

aiollmxqaxi11Xbax&&k■■i:1a disparity in theEquality of education 

received by the white and Negro child -- long a fact of life in the South 

where, until 195~ the schools attended by Negroes were for~ to operate 

at a fraction of the budget of those attended by whites -- /\continued in the 

North. 

The cycle of poverty, despair and degradation from which education 

offer_JJI the best means of escapt 1.fs not being interdicted. Fgg Jy 
~ ..... _ 

deprived of the opportunity to join.-; labor unionsf'rnd to acquire 
if-- - ..L~ 'Htc. ~ 
apprenticeship trainin8f1~ a result of animosity engendJJ:;d/ when management 

- used Negroes as strike-breakers-fn tJe effort to inhibit 11fti:efti:••t:i:eft-

~ 'fw.-. 
unionization, the Negro,.. forced to take low-paying, unskilled jobsj 

Jobs that were the first to disappear at a time of economic recession; 
/ frequently 
jobs that/did not carry with them ealen social· security and unemployment 



ane t •ey au■ wp 105 mc fft? benefits; jobs unaffected by the unionized 

I .!2frv
working man's gains. ~ as there is a directx correlation between 

low education and low employment-low income, so is there a direct 

correlation between low income and family breakupf and illegitimacy, 

irrespective of race or nationality. 92 percent of Negro families and 

96 percent of white families whose income is $7,000 or• more, are intact. 

~ 42 percent of Negro families and 23 percent of white families 
~ ·,::. ~- . 
~ income. under $3,000J the man ..la missing from the household.* 

Similarly, there is direct correlation between bDok~n families 

and school dropouts. V~ tudies have indicated that anywhere from 

27 percent to 45 perctl t / come from broken homes.** Thus, ~ cycle 

completed: From inferior education to low employment~to family 

breakup, to dropouts-X 

,
More and more young Negroes, as ~½t.; , awareness of this 

·~?rt ,~ -:,/ 
catastrophic s:,:d• cycle is etched sharper and sharper upon th~!\ are 

rebelling against it. 

wns ■■ 2te:. 2: Why does one man break the law, while another, 

living in t he same circumstances, does not? 

* Social and Economic Conditions of Negroes in the United States, Oct. 1967. 

** School Dropouts, Research Division-National Educationa Association. 



The recourse to violence, whether by the action of an individual, 

the institutionalized process of the nation's engagement in war1or the 

haphazard eruption into riot by a mob, traditionally tends to come as a 

last resort when other options have been exhausted. 

For example: For the poverty-stricken individual in a rural •rea, 

the option remains to move to the city. For the resident of a small city/ 

the option remains to move to a larger city. people living 

in an area that overtly practices discrimination ; he option remains to 

move to an area which, purportedly, does not. For the ill-housed, ill­

clothed, poorly educated man, the option remains to better his education 

and increase his income. Only when a person believes his non-violent 

options have been exhausted, whether because the goals appearJ io far 

removed from him as to be an impossible one, or because the barriers 

erected against him 3,,ssr seem indestructable, does he tend to resort 
~ 

to violence. If this is an act of an individual it translates/ i to 
J,.'3 

crime. If it is the act of a group 1it translates/ i to a riot. 

Expectations raised among lower class Negroes by the passage of 

civil rights legislation have remained largely unfulfilled. The prac­

tical effect of the Supreme Court's 1954 school desegregation decision 

has been to tum all-white schools into all-black schools. The hope,, 
i~ 

however unrealistic~ k may have been, that a Voting Rights Bill 
~ 
~ result in material improvement for an illiterate, poverty-stricken 

laborer, has wasted away. Much of the civil rights legislation has, in 

fact, been irrelevant as the population shifted from the South to the 

North, where the principal barrier against the Negro has been not legal, 

but economic. Much of the civil rights drive x has seemed to the Negro 

poverty classes as an alliance between liberal whites and middle class 



Cl) 
Negroesl, its achievements benefitting the middle class. 

The very gains that the middle class Negro has made during the past 

15 years have served to alienate himfrom the black masses. As the gap 

widened. not only did it pappear to become insurmountable. but a 

reaction against Negro leadership drawn j from the middle class began to 

set in. ~1-11~ trd cbe liidra aNi.lahle 

.-~ ill 

~ ~r --=s~;-=:---:-L:--4----~ ---~ 
It b t hMII: the new arriva~wh s. • 

a stu,made in the aftermath of the Los Angeles riot showf that 75 
L 
percent of the more serious offenaess had resided in the city for more 

than five years. In a study of ii6 juveniles arrested. the place of 

birth appeared to make little difference. {250 were born in California; 

257 elsewhere. mostly in the South.) Y7;~ !~J::~s~:le~c~ 
Had la ,atHe••'a mesa thsa fis ■ e , ears. 



~Q~iill,~IJ• s lNJU~3: Why do riots occur in come cities and not in others? 

Traditionally cities have been able 

to absorb an influx of under-skilled and under-educated people because 

the cities themselves were still expanding and because the nation was in 

an earlier stage of industrial development in which an amplitude of low­

skill jobs were available. A generation ago an upwardly mobile family, 

when it moved, tended to move from one section of the city to another. 

Today the move is most often from the city to the suburbs. The most 

vigorous revenue-producing portion of the population is, therefore, lost. 

Of ik 26 cities which experienced civil disorders in 1967 /;t:Jtl1' 1'---have 

been s~udied with particular care by the Commission. Of these 26 cities, 

only six have kept up with the nation's urban growth since 1930. Six 

are actually smaller than they were in 1930; four si •f r grew slowly 

until 1950 and then declined. In all cities but two, the Negro population 

doubled during the period 1930-1960, regardless of whether the city was 

growing or declining. 

As Negroes moved into the cities to begin occupying the deteriorated 

and dilapidated housing that other groups reaching affluente were moving 
of poverty 

out of, the cycle/in which families of migrants were entrapped, began to 

transfer itself to~ the citjes. The migrants, with their low level of 

education and skills, had difficulty finding employment. The employment 

~ 
..1.c ,a.:e 

they did find consisted of low-paying jobs, often ..tii: seaso . luctuating 

occupations in which income was low and uncertain. 



As the economic condition of numbers of its people declined, the 

economic health of the city began to be affected. ~ ltaneously, 

because lower income groups tend to commit more crimes, the incidence 

of crime began to rise. As the incidence of crime increased, so did 

the need for a larger police force. It is no coincidence that, in 
high 

such cities as Detroit and Newark, a/crime rate and a large police 

force g.:_~and in hand. ~ he number of children in the school~ n­

creased/ large families / also tending to be a characteristic of Jlr,wer 
. -- S..:~'"M• aiio~/ the cost of running thef increased. ~ the number of 

broken families rose, so did the cost of welfare services. 

<'"rn Los Angeles, the cost o one program alone, that of aid for 

families with dependent children, has risen from approximately $2 

million in 1945 to more than $150 million in 1967. 

areas deteriotated, the need for fire protection in them g became 

geeater. f conversely, the larger the areas of deterioration, the 
i;:.=:_ ~ l b-<.---

smaller the base H from which property taxes collected became. 

Since, despite the decrease in revenue the cost of municipal services 

ifteHhe inexorably rose ~ increase in the tax rate -- and then another 

increase in the tax rat) and then another increase in the tax rate -­

could provide the necessary funds. As taxes in the city increase9, 

~ ~ 
the dispartty between the rates in the city and f the suburbs in-

As the middle class departed it left xka a vacuum to be filled with 

more migrants. By the very nature of perpetually renewing itself, the 

cycle tend o accelerate. b a city has been caught in it, l cu 

r. 
viability , ools and services deteriorate. Such 



--
- -

programs as urban renewal -- which have failed to take into account 

that, although slums may be razed, one cannot raze the people that 

inhabit them -- have frequently created more problems than they 

solved. 

areAs the complaints of citizens, more and more of whom we•e black, 
.fo 

increase proportionately ~ the city's inability to meet such com-

plaints constructively, anger and frustration ~ n both sides. 

Since municipal officials and the purveyors of municipal services are 

mostly white, and the complainants ~ mostly black, the agony of 

the city begins to take on the antagonisms of race. 

The disenfranchisement whether by design, such as changing 

from a district to an at-large system of electio~ or by accident of 

a large portion of this growing black population has aggravated these 

antagonisms. A check of 17 Eastern, Southern and Midwestern cities/ 

that were involved in disturbances during the• summer of 196) and 

which have Negro populations ranging from 9 percent to 52 percent, 

reveal them to have a total of 16 Negro councilmen (the total number 

of councilmen in each city rang~ rom 5 to 30), 16 members of the 

Boards of Education (in school systems that were as much as 76 percent 

si:icel.y_aIU[Nggro), and, with the notable exception of Detroit,•¼~ ¼~e ~egrees 

in key appointive positions. 

The normal evolutionary process of 411:e minorities gradually being 

fused into government and learning the disciplines and responsibilities 

thereof, has, as msd a result, been frustrated. The ability t ~ bring 
a ., 

about JC1J1 olitical pressure has similarly been 1J, 

Spokesmen comnitted the lower class Negro ) cause have been non-

existent. Municipal lacked awareness of the volatile fermentation 



{J 
that, as a result, has been occurring in the ghettos. 

In one relatively small city, for example, the mayor, who u had 

been in office more than a decade, averred himself to be "shocked by 

conditions" when he visited the Negro ghetto. 

The inability of the Newark government to visualize or adjust to 

the changing realities was a~ major contributing factor to the 

tensions in that city. The problem is aggravated by the fact that not 

only are the most restless and the most militant Negroes primarily 

young, so that they have had little opportunity to participate in the 

political process, but many of them have no conception of how that 

process works. 

A youth in Plainfield.; ¼11~-ee-"ef-t!hn complained that: "The 

Negroes had only recently learned that the Council had not even for­

warded the list of grievances to the Federal Government in Washington." 

He believed that such forwarding was standard procedure. 

By ~!ieee reaction to violence, municipal authorities have, in 

poiition of the moderatei and reinforced the impression that the militants 

are right: That petitions may be ignored, but that the use of • power 

cannot. 
with 

In Los Angeles, following the riot) it was discovered that/the ex-

penditure of some effort, more than 10,000 jobs could be made available 

to ghetto residents. 

In Atlanta, grievances that had gone unanswered for months, suddenly 

were responded to with alacrity. In Detroit, militants were for the first 

time imii included in the city's planning. 

The more a municipality's viability has deteriorated and the larger 



(J) 
its Negro population has become, the more likely -- it may be postulated 

-- it is to experience a riot. At some point, as the black core within 

a city grows and the municipal capability becomes increasingly vitiated, 

the mass becomes critical. 

In Detroit, counting the number of whites who left the city and the 

number of Negroes who replaced them, there was more than a 30 percent 

shift in population between 1960 and 1967. In Newark a cataclysmic 

shift in population from ~ft 65 percent white to 62 percent Negro 

and Puerto Rican, took place between 1960 and 1967. ~,, 

~ most enlightened of administrations could not have coped with 

~ situation in which demands have far outstripped resources. 
-/4-

those cities in which li!Ra a ■ 1l NU.,-,_ of non-violent options 'ffB been 
~ bed~ ~ 7 

,Jcl~ • 
~OSI seatiy'"\iX.hi~s=tee that the ~tuation kas is the most a isl. For 

the inhabitants of ~ city whose government is unresponsive the final 

non-violent option is to elect a government that will be more responsive. 

if.r-•lte If then, this new government proves unwilling or unable to 

materially improve the conditions of the people, the availability of 

non-violent options has been exhausted. 
Los Angeles, 

In the three cities with major riots: /Newark and Detroit, Negroes 

had voted overwhelmingly for a "liberal administration" which they 

expected to produce change. When this expectation proved unf61filled 

in Los Angeles and Newark five years afterthe election; in Detroit six -­

portions of the populace exploded into riot. 
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SUGGESTED ADDITION: 

page 21, re: Mr. Chenault- -
One of those arrested was Mr. Chenault, a Negro in his 

~~ '--'11- ~ 4~a.o,..
sixties. 8•••....,■4' ,ae ••••• said that police were 

ruehing down the street six abreast when Mr. Chenault, 

who was trying to get around them on his way home from 

work, was struck on his head, knocked to the ground, and 
(r. 

sprayed with LMACE. Mzzzeaa■ • Although observers reported 

that he was actively trying to get out of the way of the 

on-rushing policemen, that he made no effort to strike 
that 

the officers, and the very idea llt an old man would 

assault two armed policemen r4:~~~ ' 
Mr. Chenault was charged and later convicted of a~ting 

an officer. bxi ■ x,z••••&iyx At his first ~tal Tuesday 

morning, Mr. Chen~ was not represente~~u~ e~~&r,~ 

The first of the Bleven Points•• for Discussiobal\was ,----7 
his case. He was granted a new trial, with counsel, but 

was again convicted. He is presently serving a one-year 

term in the Cincinnati Workhouse. 



POSSIBLE ADDITION 

re: City Council Meeting and the National Guard, p. 23-
An open meeting of City Council was held Wednes-

- day afternoon at 3 p.m., at which any citizen present was 

invited to speak to the Council. xbaXIIII Council Chambers• 

were crowded and hot, as speaker - after speaker took 

the microphone to criticize the inaction of city officials 

to alleviate the plight of the Negro in Cincinnati. In 

the midst of the meeting, a squad of National Guardsmen 

marched through the Chambers, with their guns fixed. 

Tensions in the room had been high from the beginning, and 

IIU the presence of the Guard caused a complete breakdown 

of communication. Although the Safety Director said that 

their presence in the Chaqabers was an accidentJ! most of 

those present were too angry to listen to his explanation. 

At best, it seemed another tragic mistake. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO Charles Nelson DATE: December 5, 1967 

FROM Melvin Goldstein 

SUBJECT: conot Paper 

I would like to convey to you my general impressions 

of the Conot Riot Profile and Analysis. Although one may 

disagree with minor aspects of Conoi•s treatment of the 

role of the police, I feel that both the Profile and 

Analysis are very good products which effectively and con­

cisely analyze the social situation out of which the disorders 

developed. I also feel that it effectively captures the 

"mood" of the communities in which disorders occurred. 

cc: Lee Satterfield 

l..... 
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NOTES on Conot Narratives 

Section I; Short Narrative History 

1. This brief narrative sets the issue in good perspective. 

My general impression is that some most obvious points of history 

have been omitted, and the reader will wonder why; what ax is being 

ground to which these items were not germane? They follo~- -

2.& March on Washington was in summer 1963, with the 

Birmingham bombing; it was a landmark of somekind, if a requiem 

for the non-violent movement. It should be mentioned with 

evaluative corm,ents to identify its place in the history. 

3.[ White Americans will wonder at the omission of the 

Civil Rights Act of 1964. In spite of its weaknesses, it is some 

kind of national act in fulfillment of our constitutional base. 

It, too should have a place - rather has a place - - ln this 

narrative, and Its omission will raise too many questions. Again, 

an evaluative Inclusion. 

4. Page 4, first full : what purpose does this• serve? 

It can be omitted without ever mlssi ng 1tJ 

5. Page 5, last two lines •••-• •~ff? - the exit fro ■ t he 

Civil Rights Movement of hundreds of devoted young whites ls also 

a significant landmark, and must be treated with more than a 

statement. The statement must be followed by a reason, an answer 

to the Inevitable cry of WHY? 

6. In the history from 1954 to 1964, the American protestant 

churches played a role they never played before. What significance, 

for these conservative institutions to follow the leadership of 

Marti.n Luther ling, Jr.? Many are still playing the role with 
millions of dollars each year. 
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7. The concluding paragraph of the short narrative gives 

Carmichael and Brown a large r role than necessary; it perhaps 

even implies that they played a significant role in all the 

happenings summer '67/. ls this valid? Some of the riots 

happened without their sponsorship or nourishment. The division 

between black and white America is real and will produce violent 
more 

conflict even without the leadership of these t'INO. This~ has/to 

do, perhaps, with the hopes of Carmichael and Brown, rather than 

with the history and present shape of the revolution to date. 

The "trap" in the last paragraph identifies a Carmichae l-Brown 

political posture, rather than one of the present shape •••• 

Unless of course I totally miss the universa l significance that 

C&B hold in the tti,t latest chapter of the revolution .•••• 

Section V: Black Power Conference 

This short paper sets out what happened at the Conference; 

that's fine .• What does that last wentence mean? As it stands it 

raises problems it does not answer, it answers no questions raised 

earlier; delete it. 

, , 



Section VI, pages 24-30, Atlanta 
I. Atlanta schools are integrated only~ jure - only 

by law and toke~~ssentiall>jAtlanta schools are segregated, 

and likely to remain so under present leadership.(Letson) 

2 Page 24, third paragraph, "maintaining constant pressure" 

is a white man's view of the threat of black neighbors. The phrase 

as stated implies a self-conscious effort to create and maintain 

the pressure. This is not the case, albeit~he demographic 

pressures are there. 

3. Page 24, 3d 1, blockbusting•••• by whom, for whom, for 

what. Is this phrase here self explanatory? I seriously doubt it. 

4. Page 25, 3d full 1 , 1st sentence: What does this sentence 

mean? As STET it says nothing. 

5.Page 26, 2d full 1,, Negro attended only four and a half 

hours refers to those schools on double sessions; while the only 
Negro 

schools on double sessions were Negro, not all nine/high schools 

had double session. 

6. Page 27, reference ~private Negro guards". (a) there 

were 2 of them and they were Negro; (b) the term "security guards" 

connotes their nature and function better than "private guards"; 

(c) they had authority to detain for arrest, but not to arrest; 

they carry handcuffs (used in this case) and side arms; and (d), 

it is routine to call police officers to make arrest n ~case3 

like this. 
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7. the 200-300 people were not suddenly drawn from a 

vacuum to the .scene of action; see third line, next paragraph 

(re. ~ 2d full and 3d full page 27.) 

8. Bottom of page 27, ff on page 28: "there was much 

bitterness" indicates that at this point the people became bitter; 

their bitterness was once more aroused by this ac-tion. Page 28, 

2d 1 , first part of last sentence puts it better. 

9. Page 28, 2d 1, last sentence. A meeting was held 

Sunday night . A police brutality committee was formed, a 

cleanup committee was formed, and the wo11an arrested Saturday 

night "displayed her bruises." (Crawford report and study.) 

10/. "a drunk" implies to this white writer, one who is 

habitually reeling along the curbing of run-down streets. There­

for to my bi ased view, this is an eva luative and derogatory 

reference. "a man who had -been drinking" (as I do occassionally) 

might be s afer. 

11. Page 28, 3~ full~: the bell was ringing, maybe even on 

J#Me ti,,,,s ~"'•
its own, as it 'W&5 won~ to oo; the young man (who had been drinking!) 

was trying to still it,by his own contentio~ tf' /. """ ,rn ,,,,k~ -"kt'• 
-' · '4t,r

12. Page 28, 36 full ~: who began hitting whom first? ,;, -/'Ac 

Evidence we have is not clear, so it is unsafe to attribute /f•'"-
initiattve in this place. 
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13. Page 28, last ~= there were two meetings Monday 

hight. Ona, at St. Lukes has about 30 non-conflict leaders. 

(Crawford, Gates & Wesley). The 250 were at St. Joseph's, 

where Carmichael followed two non-conflict speakers. (Crawford et al). 

14. Page 29, 3d full 1: FBI reports a total of 200, which 

means 160 others; 180 also reported in reserve standby. 

15. ADD to info in 5th full • , that during the recruitment 

fo the youth patrol, a SNCC representative harangued the young 

men coming to the meeting and ( embarrassed them so that ma ny 

did not join the patrol. SNCC sound truck in area Monday and 

Tuesday shouting ''Bl ack Power" (Crawford et al. ). 

16. This is stated incorrectly: let me quote from Atlanta 
fac,"4'/

Chronology: 'izdau~•, J;une 20, 1967: 5:00 p.m.: Rock throwing 

occurred. Extra police arrived in large numbers. A cap (cherry 

bomb) was popped in the shoppi~g plaza. Several police weapons 

were fired .· (Crawford). 7:30 p.m. A very large crowd (more than 

1,000) was gathered in the area by this time. (Parker). One report 

times the event around 7:30 (Gates and Weslej); another times it 

between 8:00 and 8:30 p.m. (Parker); and the FBI sets the ti me at 

9:15 or later (FBI Report). The sequence is about the same in each 

report: Some sporadic shooting had occurred before the event. A 

rnolotov cocktail exploded near some policemen. A gun was fired 

••••• etc. as top of your page 30. 

t,(_)e are C ~ec:/{;P.- ~it!.-ifu- c:r mce,07/.n<-
~en 12J'., 

fbbs /'7 
. /1,SI ,f61<J ~~~o/VJ(, 

/ .: /)(/ -/; gt:>tu/// /J/Jtl/0 ~ 
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DETROI T 

On Saturday evening, July Z2, the Black Power 

Conference wa s still in session·, the Detroit Police 

Department raide d five blind pigs. The blind pigs had had 

their origin in the days be fore World War II, when they 

X1 had served as private social clubs for affluent Negroes who, 

because of discrimination, had bee n unable to gain entrance 

to public night spots. Gradually, as public facilities 

opened their doors to Negroes, the character of the blind 

pigs had changed, and they had become illegal drinking and 

gambling spots. 

The fifth blind pig on the list, the United Community 

and Civic League at the corner of 12th Street and Clairmount, · 

had been raided twice before. Qnce ten persons had be~n 

,.E_.icked _up; another time. 28. A Detroit Vice Squad officer 

had first tried but been unable to gain entrance to the blind 

pig shortly after te~ o'clock Saturday night. When, on his 

second attempt, he was succe ssful, it was 3:45 A.M. Sunday 

morning. 

?l 
w~~ 

The Tactical Mobile Unit, ~the Police Department 

anti-riot squad , had been dismi s s ed at 3:00 A.M. Since Sunday 

morning is, t r aditionally, the least troublesome time for 

police depa rtments all over the United States, there were only 

193 officers pa t rolling t he stree t s . Of these, 44 were in the 

10th Prec i nct whe re the blind pig was loca t ed . 
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Instead of the expected two dozen patrons, the blind 

pig contained 82. Before additional patrol wagons could be 

called to transport all the persons from the scene, an hour 

had elapsed. The weather was warm -- during that day the 

temperature was to rise to 86 degrees and humid.. Despite 

the hour, numerous persons were still on the streets. With~ 

iri a short period a crowd of approximately 200 persons had" 

gathered. 

In November of 1965 the Honorable George Edwards, 

Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth 

Circuit, and Commissioner of the Detroit Police Department 

from 1961 to 1963, had written in the Michigan Law Review: 

"It is clear that in 1965 no one will make excuses for any 

city's inability to foresee the possibility of racial 

trouble .•• Although local police forces generally re­

gard themselves as public servants with the responsibility 

of maintaining law and order, they tend to minimize this 

attitude W?en they are patrolling areas that are heavily 

populated with Negro citizens. There they tend to view each 

person on the streets as a potential criminal or enemy, and 

all too often that attitude is reciprocated. Indeed, hostil­

ity between the Negro communities in our large cities and the 

police departments, is the major problem in law enforcement 

in this decade. It has been a major cause of all recent race 

riots." 

At one time, Judge Edwards told Commission ~~ 

~ .c r- ~ , there was "open warfare between the Detroit Negroes 
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and the D~troit Police Department." As late as "1961 he 

thought that Detroit was the leading candidate in the United 

States for a race riot." 

There was a long history of conflict between the police 

department and the citizens. Detroit's 1943 race riot, in 

which 34 persons died, was the bloodiest in the United States 

in the span of four decades. During the labor wars of the 

1930's union members had come to view the Detroit Police 

Department as a strike-breaking force. 

Judge Edwards and his successor, Commissioner Ray 

Girardin, attempted to restructure the image of the department. 

A Citizens Complaint Bureau was set up to facilitate the filing 

of complaints by citizens against officers; but there are in­

dications t?at in practice it worked little better than less 

enlightened and more cumbersome procedures in other cities. 

~ pe=!lfe5timony has been given the Commission that the> 
::. 

very nature of the trial board procedure tends to favor the 

accused officer. Officers are reluctant to testify against 

fellow-members of the department and some who _have done so in 

the past have found themselves ostracized. 

Lately, following the advice of attorneys with regard 

to the rules against self-incrimination, officers have refused 

even to make statements to Department investigators. In cer­

tain precincts investigators for the Citizens Complaint Bur­

eau have been made to feel so ·unwe lcome that they are reluctant 

even to go to the stationhouses. 
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On .12th Street, with its high incidence of vice and 

crime, the issues of police brutality was a recurrent theme. 

A month earlier the killing of a prostitute had been deter­

mined by police investigators to be the work of a pimp. 

According to rumors in the community the crime had been com­

mitted by a Vice Squad officer. 

Approximately at the same time the killing of a 27-

year old Negro Army veteran, Danny Thomas, by a gang ·of white 

youths inflamed the community. Coverage by the city's major 

newspapers, which played down the story in the hope that the 

murder would not become a cause for increased tensions, back­

fired. A banner story in the Michigan Chronicle, the city's 

Negro newspaper, began: "As James Meredith marched again 

Sunday to prove a Negro could walk in Mississippi without 

fear, a young woman who saw her husband killed by a white gang, 
II

shouting: 'Niggers keep out of Rouge Park,' lost her baby. 

"Relatives were upset that the full story of the murder 

was not being told, apparently in an effort to prevent the in­

cident from sparking a riot." 

Some Negroes believed that the treatment of the story 

by the major newspapers was further evidence of the double 

standard: Playing up crimes by Negroes, playing down crimes 

committed against Negroes. 

Although police arrested and charged one suspect with 

murder, Negroes questioned why the entire ga ng was not held. 

What, they asked, would have been the result if a white man 

had been killed by a gang of Negroes? 
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, ~~s~d lived only three blocks from 

the scene of the blind pig raid .(ft A few minutes after 5: 00 

A.M. a police cruiser had its ree,r window smashed by an 

empty bottle. Shortly thereafter a litter basket was thrown 

through the win.dow of a store. A youth police nicknamed, 

"Mr. Greensleeves," because of the green shirt he was wear­

ing, was shouting: "We're going to have a riot," and ex­

horting the crowd to vandalism. 

At 5:20 A.M. Commissioner Ray Girardin was notified. 

He immediately called Mayor Jerome Cavanagh. Seventeen 

officers from other areas were ordered into the 10th Precinct. 

By 6:00 A.M. police depart~ent strength had grown to 369 men. 

Of these, however, only 43 were committed to the immediate 

riot area. Dy that time the number of persons on 12th Street 

was in the process of growing into the thousands, and wide­

spread window-smashing and looting had begun. 

Although a block to either side of 12th s/ reet were 

fine middle class districts, along 12th Street itself, over­

crowded apartment houses created a ?ensity of more than 21,0Q0 

persons per square mile, almost double the city average. Only 

18 ~rcent of the residents were homeowners. Twenty-five per-

cent of the hous ~ as consij ered so substandard as to 

require clearance , an~ anothc~ l9 pe rcent had major deficien­

cies. The crime rate was almost double that of the city, which,-
in itself, has one o f the highe st in the nation. 

The proportion of broken famil i es was .!!}_Qr e than twice 

X 7 that in the rest of ' the city . The movement of people whe n the 
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slums of "Black Bottom" had been cleared for urban renewal 

had changed 12th Street from an integrated community into an 

almost totally black one, in which only numbers of the busi~ 

( 
a t tempted 

-, 
~t~o~~~-~~J~~u~-~@-~~~ st ~,ree~ , there were an estimated 3,000 per-

sons on ~ 2th Street. They offered no resistance to the police. 

As the· squad moved down the street they gave way to ·one side, 

and then flowed back behind it. 

At 8:25 A.M. the first fire blossomed in a shoe store. 

Firemen who responded were _not, however, ·harrassed, and the 

flames were extinguished. By mid-morning 1122 men, approxi-
. 7,;f O \ I '-4,. . 

mately a fourth of the strength of the~~epartment, had reported 

or duty~ Of these, 540 were in the riot area, which had still 

ot expanded beyond six biocks. 108 officers were being used 

in an attempt .to establish a cordon. There was, however, no 

interferenae with looters, and police were refraining from the 

use of force. 

According to witnesses, police at some ·roadblocks made 

little effort to stop people from going in and out of the area, 

and a good deal of bantering took place between poli6e officers 

and the populace. 

Commissione r Girardin believed: "If we had started 

shooting in the re ••• not one o f our policemen would have 

come out alive. · I am convinced i t would have tur ned i nto a 

race riot in the conventiona l s e nse ." 
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Many of the police officers were being used to guard 

key installations in other sections of the city in the fear 

that the disturbance on 12th Street might be a diversionary 

tactic. Belle Isle, the recreation area in the Detroit River 

that had been the scene qf the 1943 riot, was sealed off. 

In an effort not to attract people to the scene, media 

of mass communication were cooperating in reporting no news 

of the riot. As a result, numerous police officers had to be 

detailed to protect the 59,000 spectators that were expected . 

at that afternoon's New York Yankees-Detroit Tigers baseball 

game. 

Early in the morning a task force of community workers 

had gone into the area to dispel rµmors and act as counter­

rioters. Such a task force had been singularly successful at 

the time of the Kercheval incident in the summer of 1966, when 

scores _of people had gathered at the site of an · arrest. [i<er-

?1 cheval, however,/ was a h.i.qfieP-incorrie area, wi-th Ee &to~o;,.. 

~bat al&'fhapp~ned to have _the city's most effective police­

community relations program. By the time the members of the 

task force were able to inject themselv·e.s into the situation · 

on 12th Street, it had already gotten out of hand. 

The movement from a serious to a critical stage appar-

7 S ently began when a -~~ threaded its way through the crowd 

that a man had been bayonetted by the police- during an attempt 

by them to sweep the streets. Missiles began to be thrown at 

the officers. By 1:00 P. M. the first of the serious fires had 

been set. An hour later smoke was billowing upward from at 
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least four different locations. Firemen were being 

harrassed artd pelted with rocks. 

The Michigan State Police; who had been alerted 

earlier, were requested to come to the city's assistance. 

Shortly after 3:00 ~.M., even as State Police were arri­

ving, the riot spread from 12th Street into other business 

districts. 

There was no lack of the disaffected to help spread 

it. Although not yet deteriorated to the point of Newark, 

like Newark Detroit was -losing population. Its prosperous 

middle class whites were moving to the suburbs and being 

replaced by unskilled Negro migrants. 

Between 1960 and 1967 the Negro populatibn rose from 

under 30 percent to an estimated 40 percent of the total. 

Those who moved out were the most vigorous, revenue-producing 

portion of the population, leaving behind an ever greater num­

ber of the old and young, who were less productive, yet cost 

the city more in terms of services. 

In a decade the school system had gained 50,000 to 

60,000 children. Fifty-one percent of the elementary school 

classes were overcrowded. Simply to achieve the statewide 

average, the system needed 1,650 more teachers, which would 

mean the building of an additional 1,000 classrooms. The 

combined cost would be $63 million. Of 300,000 school chil­

dren, 171,000 or 57 percent, were Negro. According to the 

Detroit Superintendent of Schools, 25 different school 
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districts surrou~ding the city spent $100 to $500 more per 

ptipil per year than Detroit~ In the inner city schools 

more than half the pupils who entered high school became 

dropouts. 

The strong union structure had created ideal condi­

tions for the working man, but had left others, such as 

Civil Service and Government workers, comparatively disad­

vantaged and dissatisfied. In June the "Blue Flu" had 

struck the city as police officers, forbidden to strike, had 

staged a sick-out. In September, the teachers were to go on 

strike. (The startin·g wages for a plumber I s helper were al­

most equal to the salary of a police officer or teacher.] . 

Some unions, traditionally closed to Negroes, zeal­

guarded training opportunities. ·In January of 1967 

school system notified six apprenticeship trades it would 

not open any. new apprenticeship classes unless a larger num­

ber of Negroes were included. By the Fall of 1967 some of 

the programs were still closed. 

High school diplomas from inner city schools were · 

regarded by personnel directors as less than valid. In July 

of 1967 unemployment was higher than it had been for five 

years. In the 12th Street area it was estimated to be between 

12 and 15 percent for Negro men; 30 percent or higher for those 

unde.r 25. 

The more educa tion a Negro ha4 the grea ter his inequa l­

ity in income vis-a-vis the white t e nded to be. Whe r eas the 
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income of whites and Negroes with a 7th grade education was 

about equal, the median income of whites with a high school 

diploma was $1,600 more per year than that of Negroes, and 

white college graduates made $2,600 more per year than their 

Negro counterparts. In fact, as far as his income was con­

cerned, it made very little difference to a Negro whether he 

had attended school for 8 years or for 12. 

Although Mayor Cavanagh had appo~nted many Negroes to 

key positions in his administration, in elective offices the 

population was still grossly underrepresented. Of -nine 

councilmen, only one was a Negro. Of seven members of the 

school board, orily two were Negroes. 

Resistance to urban renewal was widespread among 

residents. Results from urban renewal were doubtful. In 

the middle of the downtown urban renewal area, one of the 

city's two largest department stores had closed its doors. 

Because of the financial straits it found itself in, the city 

was unable to produce on promises to correct conditions en­

gendering complaints. 

By 4:00 P.M. the rioting, looting and burning was 

spreading over an ever-wider ·area. There was no longer any 

hope of the restoration of order without a massive response. 

The National Guard was called for. 

At 6:57 P.M. the first troops appeared on the streets. 

At 9:07 P:M. the first sniper fire was reported. At 12:45 A. M., 

Monday, July 24th, the first person died. He was a 45-year old 
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white man, shot by the owner of the store he was looting. 

As the entire social order began to show signs of 

disintegrating into chaos, individual responses sometimes 

were unexpected. 

Twenty-four year old E.G., a Negro born in Savannah, 

Georgia, had arrived in Detroit in 1965 in order to attend 

Wayne State University. Rebellion had been building in him 

for a long time because "You just had to bow down to the · 

white man." For example: "When the insurance man would come 

by he would always call out to my mother by her first name • 

and we were expected to smile and greet him happily••• 

Man, I know he would never have thought of me or my father 

going to his house and calling his wife by her first name. 

Then I once saw a white man slappi.ng a young pregnant Negro 

woman on the street with such force· that she just spun around 

and fell. I'll never forget that." The memory of violence 

committed against Negroes in the south, for which no one had 

ever been punished, still rankled in him. 

When a friend called to tell him about the riot at 

12th Street, E.G. went there expecting "a true revolt," but 

was "disappointed as soon as I saw the looting begin. I 

wanted to see the people really rise up in revolt. When 

saw the first person coming out of the store with things in 

his arms, I really got sick to my stomach and wanted to go 

home. Rebellion aga inst the white suppressors is one thing, 

but one mea sly pair of shoe s or some food completel~ ruins 

the whole concept~" 

I 

https://slappi.ng
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E. -~· was standing in a crowd, watching firemen work 

when Fire Chief Alvin Wall called out, asking for help from 

among the spectators. E.G. responded, his reasoning was 

that "No matter what color someone is, whether they are green 

or pink or blue, I'.d help them if they were in trouble. 

That's all there is to it." 

He worked with the firemen for four days, the only 

Negro in an all-white crew. (Of 1700 men in the fire depart-

ment there were only 40 Negroes) Elsewhere, at scattered 

locations, a half dozen other Negro youths pitched in to help 

the firemen. 

riolice protection for firemen was sporadic. As a 

result, the order was issued that whenever firemen were sub­

jected to attack, whether by rocks and bottles or sniper fire , 
they were to abandon whatever fire they were working on and 

withdraw from the area. As desperate residents -- employing 

garden hoses in the attempt to keep the flames from spreading 

to t r. 0. ir homes from adjacent business . establishments -- wit­

nessed the withdrawal of the firemen, Ebey were led to believe 

1' l'L that the withdrawal was intended as an act of retribution. 

Antagonism aga~nst the firemen increased] 

Since a moderate breeze was blowing, . there were many 

instances of a fire spreading from its original location. This 

led to erroneous reports that entire blocks were being fire­

bombed a nd de s troyed . At one point, out of a total of 157 

piece s of fire apparatus with which Detroit was equipped, 153 
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were engaged in fighting the fires. 

One area of the ghetto remained insulated from the 

riot fever. On the northeast side a district of some 

fifty square blocks inhabited by 21,000 persor.s had been, 

in 1966, guided into r W anizing itself by the Institute of 

Urban Dynamics. Banding together in the Jositive Neighbor­

hood Action Committee the residents had begun, with pro-
' 

fessional advice but with community control, to organize 

block clubs and to make plans for the improvement of the 

neighborhood. In order to meet the need for recreational 

facilities, which the city was riot providing, they managed 

to raise $3,000 to purchase a number of empty lots for play­

grounds. Although opposed to urban renewal they agreed to 

co-sponsor/ with the Archdiocese of Detroit a hou~ing pro­

ject in which the block clubs would have equal control. 

When the riot broke ou1j the residents, through the 

block clubs were able to organize quickly to seal off the 

area. Youngsters, agreeing to stay in the neighborhood, 

participated in detouring traffic. Even though many persons 

identified with the rioters as far as .a rebellion against the 

system was concerned, only two small fires -- one of them in 

an empty building -- were set. There was no violence. 

Many of the National Guardsmen when they arrived in 

the city were tired, having traveled 200 miles on trucks from 

their summer encampment. For some, the city _was unfamiliar 

territory occupied by an unfamilia r people. Without training 

in their role as auxiliary law enforcement personn~l, the 

Guardsmen were unable to cope with the situation with which 

they were faced. 
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A Detroit newspaper reporter who spent two days 

riding in th~ comma.JA eep of one column, told a Commission 
~ •7J 
in,eotigs~e~ of machine guns being accidentally fired, 

street lights being shot out by rifle fire, and buildings 

being plac~d under siege on the most haphazard and sketchy 

reports of a sniper hiding there. One incident related by 

the reporter wa~ the following: 

A report was received on the radio that -an Army bus 

was pinned down by sniper fire at the intersection. National 

Guardsmen and police, arriving from varying directions, 

jumped out and began asking each other: "Where's the sniper 

fire corning from?" One person said: "I think it's corning 

from over there." As he pointed to a building, everyone 

rushed about, taking cover. A soldier, alighting from a jeep,
/.. J3 

accidentally pulled the trigger on his rifle. As the shot 

reverberated through the darkness an officer yelled: "What's 

going on? 11 "I don't know, " came the answer. "Sniper~ I 

guess." 

Without any clear authorization or direction so~eone 

opened fire upon the suspected building. A tank rolled up 

and sprayed the building with .SO caliber tracer bullets. Law 

enforcement officers rushed into the surrounded building and 

discovered it empty. "They must be firipg one shot and run­

ning," was the verdict. 

As this was occurring, the reporter went to the bus and 

interviewed the men who had gotten off and were crouched all 

around it.- When he asked them about the snip~ng incident .he 



94 

was told that someone had heard a shot. He asked: "Did 

bullet .hit the bus?" The answer was: "Well, we don't 

In another instance a column of National Guardsmen 

reportedly opened fire upon a police command unit that had 

been placed upon a high building in order to deal with snipers. 

Lt. General John L. Throckmorton, the regular Army 

officer placed in com.'Tland of the combined forces, requested 

that the city relight the darkened streets. Mayor Cavanagh 

replied that he would be happy to do so if the troops would 

stop shooting out the lights. 

As troops were busy shooting out lights at one such 

location, a radio newscaster reported over the air that he 

:was pinr,(?cl down by sniper fire. 

With persons of every description arming themselves, 

and guns being fired accidentally or on the vaguest pretext 

all over the city, it became more and more impossible to 

tell who was shooting at whom. Firemen, contrary to .law, 

were arming themselves. One shot a fellow fireman; another 

shot himself. A National Guardsman and a fireman were felled 

by high caliber bullets whose origin it was impossible to 

determine. 

The Chief of Police in Highland Park, a separate 

political entity surrounded by the city of Detroit, recalled 

that one sniper proved to be an old white drunk, shooting 

from the top of an apartment build i ng . 
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[unverified reports received by Commission ··-- _ 

yatoi ~ tell of street gangs roaming the city, firing a 

· shot here and a shot there, then disappearing before the 

arrival of police] National Guard gunfire killed one woman 

when she stood silhouetted in the window of her motel. 

A . four-year old girl was shot to death when troopers 

opened up with machine guns in response to the flash of a 

cigarette being lighted. 

Of the 43 ·persons ,who were kill~d during the riot, 

the~~ rosecutor~s office was able to issue warrants 

in only six of the cases. In 8 no action was taken or 

reco~mended, because no suspect was found or the homicide 

was accidental. In 29 deaths, the ruling was either one of 

justifiable homicide, or there was insufficient evidence 

upon which to base any charge. 

Approximately one and a half to two years before the 
W ,1Q..l · 

riot, R.R., a 27-year~old coin dealer, had bought a three-

story house on "L" Street, an integrated middle class neigh­

borhood. In May of 1966, R.R., together with his wife and 

child, had moved to New York and had r~nted the house to 

three young men. After several months neighbors began to 

report to R •. R. that the house was being used for wild parties. 

In March of 1967, R. R. instituted evic/ tion proceed­

ings against the tenants. These were still ·pending when the 

riot · broke out. On Wednesday, July 26th, R. ~-, concerned 

anout what might happen to the hou se , decided to fly to 

Detroit. When .he arrived, he went to his mother•~ house to 
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pick up his 17-year old brother, and another teenager. 

Together the three went to the house on "L" Street, where 

they discovered the tenants were not at home. R.R. called 

his attorney, who advised him to take physical possession 

of the house. 

Taking an old .22 caliber rifle with them for pro- . 

tection, the three men entered the house. R. R.'s 17-year 

old broth~r took the gun into the cellar and fired it 

several times into a pillow in order to test it. 

At 7:45 P.M. R.R. called Mrs. R. in New York and ad-

vised her that he was changing the lQcks on the house. At 

8:45 P.M. he called her again and told her that the tenants 
X 

had returned and he had refu~ed to let them in. He also / -f°~ O'Y'Y" 

asked Mrs. R. to send the family's watchdorr for nrotection. l'J,.LJ..AJ ? 

At approximately the same time the :ation:~ Guard j -,. 
that: "Three unidentified white men had 

roken into the house, forced the occupants thereof out at 

gunpoint, and hauled . in boxes of guns and ammunition with 

which they were going to start sniping, sometime after dark." 

At 9:05 P.M. a National Guard column with two tanks 

pulled up in front of the house. A National Guard captain 

said that he saw a flash in an upstairs window, and shouted 

a warning to the occupants. Neighbors report they heard no I\ 

~~)such warning. J~ -) ~ The three men r ere on the second floor of the house 

when a barrage of fire was unleashed against it. As hundreds 
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of bullets crashed through the windows and ricocheted off 

the walls, they dashed to th~ third floor. Protected by 

a large chimney, they huddled in a closet until, during a 

lull in the firingi they were able to hang a pink bathrobe 

out of the window as a sign of surrender. They were arres­

ted as snipers. 

The firing from rifles and .so caliber machine guns 

had been so intense that in a period of a few minutes the 

house suffered more than $.10,000 worth of damage. One of a 

pair of stone columns was shot hearly in half. 

C~ s reigned in the 10th Precinct Station to which 

the three men were taken. 'l'he commander of the precinct had 

transferred his · headquarte~s to the riot command post at a 

nearby hospital. In his absence the command structure appar­

ently broke down. 

As hundreds of arrestees were brought in, officers 

were running this way and that, taking it upon themselves to 

carry on investigations and to attempt to extract confessions. 

Because, they said, the me+al madP. them a target for 

snipers, officers throughout the police department had taken 

off their badges. They had also·taped over the license plates 

and the numbers of the cars, so that identffi.cation of indi­

vidual officers became virtu~lly impossible. 

Sometime Wednesday night R. R. arid his two companions 

were taken from their cell to an "Alley Court," the police 

slang for attempting to beat confessions out of prisoners. 

Office r N. administered such a severe beating to R.R. that 

the bruises were still visible two weeks later. 



98 

R. R.'s 17-year old brother had his skull cracked 

_open, and was thrown back into the cell. He was taken to 

a hospital only when other arrestees complained that he 

was bleeding to death. 

The charges against all three of the young men were 

dismissed at the preliminary hearing. The police officer . 

who had signed the original complaint refused even to take 

the stand when he was called. 

Dozens of cases of police brutality emanated from 

the 10th Precinct station. One of these involved the same 

officer W. A young woman was brought into the station and 

told to strip. After she had done so, as another officer 

took pictures, Officer W. came up to her and began fondling 

her. One of the pictures subsequently made its way to the 

Mayor's office. 

On Monday, July 24th, General Throckmorton, following 

an inspection tour of the area, in which he had seen in in­

dication of imminent danger, had ordered all weapons unloaded. 

The order was largely ignored by the National Guardsmen. By 

late Tuesday, loo~ing and firebombing had virtually ceased. 

Ye~ between 7:00 .ahd 11:00 P.M. T~esday night there were 444 

incidents reported. Most were reports of sniper fire. 

During the daylight hours of July 26th there were 534 

such reports. That evening b~ tween 8:30 and 11:00 P.M. 

there were 255. Most were unconfirmed, and r.1any turned out 

to be completely unsubstantiated. Yet ·with the proliferation 
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of such reports, the pressure on law enforcement officers to 

discover some snipers became tremendous. Homes were broken 

into, and searches made on the flimsiest of tips. 

B~fore the arrest of a secretary in the City Assessor's 

called attention to the situation on Friday, July 28th,X. 17 
any person with any kind of a gun in his home was liable to 

be picked up as a suspect. 

Of the 27 persons who were charged with sniping, 22 

had charges against them dismissed at the preliminary hearings. 

One pleaded guilty to possession of an unregistered gun and 

was given a · suspended sentence. Trials of the remaining four 

-- one on a reduced charge -- are pending. 



II THE RIOT PnOFILE 
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By the summer of 1967 the Nc9ro ghctt.o.s o.f the United 
' . 

States had· ·become vast reservoirs of explosive hur.1ani ty. 1\.s 

a result of migration from rural areas and a Negro birth 

rate 50 percent higher than that of the white popul~tibn, 

· the ghettos, whose density was nlrcndy much higher than that 

·of surr6unding area~, continued to increase rapisly in size 

and ,;umbers. Approximately SO perce~t of the ghetto pOpu·la- ·] ·. X 
tion was made up of persons 25 -years of age or you~cr. . 

!~adequately educated, without salable skills in a complex 

technological society, the unemp\·oyment rate of this group 

· in some areas was . ~s high as 35 percent. Incongruous situa­

tions existed in which, as th6usands 6f people .looked for 

wor.k, hundreds of :iob q)enin9s \:c.rc available which appli-
~ . ,4,,. . ~ ...._:, <r 

cants lacked the sJ.:illo/\to fi1.L 

It eoes not appear accidental that the time of the 

most serious distur~anccs coincides with the dismissal of 

school, ~nd the appearance on the streets of tens of thou­

sands of teenage~s who, unable to obtain jobs, lack adequate 

recreational facilities. The v6latility of masses of young 

people congregated in one area iS not essentially a ~egro 

phonomenon. Wh~te niddle class teenagers and college youths 

gathering in vacation resorts have created troubles for the 

police from Oregon to Florida apd from ~aine to California. 

Nor ·are the police necessarily the prccipi~ating element, 

although ihjudicious er . inadequate police action frequently 

becomes a. factor.. 
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F'or example: 

In Cincinnati the ~hain of events was initiated by 

complaint!., ctbout the purported double standard of justice, 

In Atlanta the chain of events was initiated by 

Negro priv~~~d'sJ:-~of a Negro; 
. . 

In Plainfi6ld the chain of events was initiated by 

the refusal of an off-duty police · ·~~-....-.i-
upon-Negro assault as serious. 

A major police action, such as the shooting of the 

~e~~) youthe in Tampa has, · in fact, been involved only ~frcqucnt!Y• 

Most riots have built up in stages from a minor pclice arrest. 

Notably, mostly in s~aller cities, both the residents and the 

police became so convinced that a riot was about to takci pla.ce 

that this very expectation, lik~ the buildup of opposing 

to a clash.lh~ 

United Stat.es 

.over the course of the past several sur.iners, may be tracec1 

through six identifiable ~tages. These arc: 

(1) E~bryonic 

(2) Out of Control 

(3) Conmmnity Involvement 

(4.) Hassive Response 

(5) Breakdown of the Social Order 

(6) Control 

https://clash.lh
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The vast majority of the riot situations never reached 

the third stage. In only three cities,. los nngele s , Newark 

and Detroit, did a riot pass through all six stagea. 

1. Embryonic The focal point for the commencement of 

every riot has bee n a high density ?.rea. In the majority of 

cases this has been at or in the vicinity of a housing project. 

Where a housin~ project has not been involved the location has 

been some other ccntr·alized one where a large number of people 

could gather quickly. 

crowded apart.merit buildings. 

In Detroit -- .as in Grand Rapids it was a main 

business thoroughfare, noted fo~ the prevalence of vice, from 

which overcrowded ·apartme_nt houses anc1 residences were set 

"back on both sides; and ~1ich, e~en under normal circmnstances, 

is fill~d with numerous people. 

The focal area, theref0re, has always bien a natural 

.gathering· place. And whereas the ~£_ecific incident. involving 

the police has often been of a secondary nature in precipi­

tating the riot, the presence and actions of the police have 

· contributed significantly to attracting the large number of 

people from which a pool of rioters could develop. 

Whfl~ people arc, niturally, drawn to any scene of 

excitement, .the ennui and drearin~ss of the ghetto tend to 

multiply the dr·awing pm,·cr of an event interrupting the routine. 

One of the grcit problems of fire departments in ghatto arc~s 
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is . the numerous small grass and garbuge fires set, and false 

alarms turned in, by kids for 110 other purpose than to see 

fire engines roll dowp the street. 

In almost every case ,it may be found that, as .a 

sult of the weather, more people than usual were in the 

streets! In .17 cities examined-, the average temperature 

the day the precipitating incident to6k place was 87 dcgre 

6 degrees above normal .for that eate. 

The longer the police remained in the area and the 

more flamboya3:1tly they, or the f~re department .did so -- with 

sirens turned on rind flashing red lights -- the more they 

served as a magnet for people. 

In Los Angelus, since the Natts riot, it has become 

standard procedure for the police and firemen to move in and 
-

out quickly and sile~tly, without_the use of sirens, when a 

poten_tial. riot condit"ion exists. 

Once numbers of residents have gathcred,.the assembly 

takes on the air of a neighborhood meeting. As descriptions 
. 
of the police action on the scene are passed from mouth to 

mouth they become magnified and distorted. Other actions of 

the police in the past which, as result of the inadequacy · in 

police procedure for handling_grievances, have never been 

_resolved and have ~thus been left f~stering in the minds of the · 

people, are brbught up. Scion the current incident is inextri­

cably interwoven with these of the past. 

lnforMation is exchan9c<l regc1rcling the practices of 

merchants and landlords, and the injustices and indignities, 



both real and fancied, suffered by th~ people. At .this 

juncture the gathering may be regarded as a massive gripe 

session, lacking an outlet for the expression of the gripes. 

If.a significant officiali_such as the mayor, to whom 

the gripes ~ay be ~irected, arrives on the scene, violence _ 

may µsually, for the moment, be averted. If no such figure 

arrives, but some kinc1 of indigenous . lectdership emerges 

from the assembly, a meeting with n,nnicipal authorities is 

usually sought. 

The most significant exception to t~is process 

occurred in Detro1t, where the action of rioters leap­

frogged, almost completely, the initinl sta.ge. 

The reaction of the polic~ ·at this point is crucial. 

'l'he ref lex reaction is to ciispe~se a crmvd, especially if 

it is an obviously hostile crowd, from the fiinges of whi6h 

occasional rocks are thrown. The standard con~ept of law 

enforc"ement is to break up nn illegal demonstration or march. 

There ~as been a · failure to recognize that such tactics are 

pot applicable to ghetto gatherings. 
f\O 

In the tiaditional demonstration or march, diverse \\ 

people from diverse areas unite to protest against one spe ~ 
Ut,;;J..-~~~\t . ('

cific object or one specific policy. When such a march is ~ d_ 

broken up, the physicai unity of the group tends to be dis-& 

solved. As people are scattered they return to the diverse 
I 

areas and pursuits which are their norm. 

The dynamics of the ghetto gathering arc entirely 

different. Since such gatherings tend to be political 
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< :\os:oe 
meetings of the most primeval, grass-roots na ture, to dis-

perse them is to disperse fru s trations that have not had an 

·opportunity for relea se. Since the people ar~ native to th 

a~.-cn in which they are 9aU~crin~r, to disperse them is the · 

opposite of useful. When police in one city shouted to 

demonstrators: "Go home! 11 the retort was: "Ne arc home, 

you go home." 

. \The folly of police action in . breaking up such inci- ~ 

picnt political meetings~as niost dramatically clemon~tratedt' _ 

in Plainfiold and Newark, where police directly inhibited I 

the polltical pi:ocess, and irmncdiately thereafter witnessed 

the co~nencement 6f widespread violenc~. 

In .fact, every ef fo1~t should be ·made to contain the 

protest within the bounds of pol~tical expression. Although 

at loggerhead~ with. her police department, the Mayor of New• 

Brunswick, New Jersey, was vindicated in her use of political 

means to solve the crisis. 

The key wor.ds in t 1eA lexicon of riot 

the embryonic stage are: ''Isolate and con ta· 

Police must- be able to act swiftly eno~g, anG in_ arge 
:, 
enough force to seal off the area in which the crowd has 

?gathe~cd anc1 to prevent it, c1.s much as possible, from scatter­

ing into business streets w11ere longstanding grievances against 

commerci«l practices arc likely· to be tr.ansformetl into the phy­

sical acts of win<lo·w--smashing, looting and firebombing. 

Sir.ml tan (!OU!:,ly, since c!9_'2rcsd.ve action by the police 

will _almost surely aggravate the angc1~ and re s entment of the 

https://c!9_'2rcsd.ve
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Neg:r.o crowds, the police shoulo nw.ke every effort to avoid 

playing th·c~ role of agents p_rov_?cc1.tcur. 

In Los Angeles in 1965, for example, the ~ctions of 

two Highwa-y Patrol officers in clra~rning a young girl whom 

~hey believed, erroneously, had spit on them, out into the 

middle of the street, transformca · a potentially dangerous· 

situation into a critically explosiv~ one. 

2. Out of Control: If . a crowd is frustrated by: 
/ ·. ? 

(l)~he failuie of municipal government ~o make meaningful---~• 

or (2) the actions of the police; they will almost surely · 

movci into the se6ond stage, consisting of intensified rock­

throwing and w~ndo,-1-smashing, foll9\·1ed· by looting and burn-

ir!g. This is the commencement of . the riot proper. 

As far as has been determined, the initial partici-. 

pants in this activity consist almost totally of r.1alc:: teen­

agers and young ~dults, few·of whom are over the age of 25. 

There is some evidence that initial attacks tend to be dis­

criminate and made against those stores and businesses ,.,.,hose 

· proprietors have incurred the most resentment cf the r6si­

clents. 

It is at this juncture that the police have the .last 

opportunity to control the situation. If they are unable, 

bcc_ause of· a lack of · sufficicnf\anpowcr_, either to make 

arrests or to cordon off the ~rea, riot aritivity will, nost 

likely, spread to other areas of the Negro ghetto. 

There is eviacnce, although at this ~oment not con­

clu.sivc, · ·that in some citics er imi11c1l clr--rnen ts hnvc begun to 
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take advantage of the situation to systematically rob stores. 

'l'he most devastating reaction occurs when police remain 

visible, but, b ccausc of tbe fewness of their number arnidst 

a vast muss of rioters, appear to have been rentlcred impotent. 

·i•~1.s: (:;, Cincinnati, although the disturbance spread, in no 

(!JJ,A,,:>~-kas~ were law enforcement officers outnumbered to the extent 

-~~;.hat they were not able to react ancl, as a result, alt.hough 

~~4 there \'Jere isolated actions in various portions of the city, 

~p they were easily controllable) 
~~· 

In Tampa, \·ihe:ce police were caught unprepared, they 

remained o~t of the area entirely until they were able to 

move in suf f icicnt force to control the s:i.tuatiOn. t·7hereas 

this resulted in considerable destrucition at one locale --

and in terms of scope of the area and numbers of the people 

cannot be equated with such cities as Detroit and Los Angeles 

-- it did effectively pievent the creation of the psycholo- · •
13-J-,~'-'J

gical image of a police force that has been overwhelmed~~•~ \e.il\l..~ 
. 1'~ a>,ti.-.

3. Cornnunit-y I~volvcnent Once it becomes apparent~~,..., 
' . \ft'\ _..

that arrests are not being made, spectators ctnc.1 bY:standers, \ · ~. 

young and old, beg in to join in t _he lootin9. As people see 

neighbors with goods in their han~~ walking about freely under 

the eyes of the . police, and some of thef tores fror: which these 

goods have come going up in flames, there is a rationaliza-

tion that ,-,hat is 9oing to burn anyway r•light as well be r:1ac1c 

use of. The stigma of theft is removed and the "ca~nival 

atmosphere" that nu~crous witnesses have spoken of, sets in. 

At this st.age of a - riot. hopes of cont:ainmcnt must be c1hancJ01_1C:cl, 
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· and_ ,lll force poRsiblc Illi;l.r~ctd i;q rcsi.:Ol~~.li..l:m·1 c:tnd_ o~c~cr.~'1(}~€)l-e.n..,~ '"' --,;a.: ~ ~ ~~-s, ~ ..,.. "~ -b -Shoo~ UltJW1' lt\l\.OCe.M-- - ~e~ 
. l . . . . . ~ ,~ ,~

lt \•ms t 1e swift movement of the riot from Stage 1 ,n...._.~, 
I­

I to ·3 and the failure of the authorities to recognize the · 
I -~ -«,~ ff\(Q,.I\

fact that-contributed to making the Detroit riot the mos~ ~-I-tu 
. . .i; ~t1\j

destructive.. l}.s rioters and lootcrr-; ,-.1ere roaming unmolcsteri~ "'° "?-

up and dm·m 12th Street and spreading ont to other sectio11s~~.-, · 
. . . c.lJ, ~IAI.. 

of the city, countcr=-=riot teams of community workers were ~ - ~~_-luw11+·

"'"°'~ ,still movin9 through the neighborhoods, trying ·to dampen """1~'? 
rumors and asking people to cool ~t. 

This was activity appropriate and effective for the 

first stage of a ·riot, not the third. S.i.mult.u.neously 

municipal authorities were continuing to proceed with a 

plan of or .r ntions that had been.effective in the Kercheval 

incident the year before, when only a small number of per­

sons within a limited area had been involved. 

The fact that the Dcfroit riot reached~ within a time 

of two to three hours, the stage that it had taken the Los 

.Angeles riot, two years before, 36 hours to arrive at, points ~~ 

•up the necessity for municipal authoriticsi~"••~~ ~1e ,._ ·• 

speed ancl effectiveness_ of their response. '~' ~~~ ~• .,. 
. ( ~~~ 

As massive numbers of extra-urban law enforcement per-

sonnel state ..colice, National Guard and, in Det~oit, 

Federal Troops -- are· injected ·into the chaon of a riot~ they 

hnve, in the past, -- themselves tc11dcd to exaccrb,:1 te the 

confusion. Young ~ational Guardsn~n, many of them unfamiliar 

with cities or their Negro inh,ibitants; were plied with rumors 

https://rcsi.:Ol~~.li
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of snipers and guerilla warfare ana a population in rebel­

lion. As they were injected into darkened areas, the most 

innocuous actions of the populace began to take on sinister 

meanings for·them. Reflections in a window were inter-
.. 
preted as sniper fire. A man li~hting a cigarette was thought 

to be n fire bomber. The behavior of a drunk driver \·le.ts in-' 

terprcted.as a kamikaze assault. 

As police began using gunfire in their attempt to .. 
captrirc looters, and National Guard troops used their weapons 

for such diverse purposes as shooting out streetlights and 

firing at cars that faile<l to halt at roa<lbloc)cs, reports of 

sniper f:i.re spir~llcc1 upward in number. Even as looters were 

1-t~ a.a cleared from the streets .and fires were being controlled, the 

n~~ .-: ntensity of the major riots incongruou.,•·~lheightened. In 
.: l"* ~ ~•A,+-'"
~\ -~"') every case the death toll rose 'prN·--fi-:W·il · y ._ In every case 

the impression was implanted that numbers of the deaths were 

due to sniper fire; although law enforcement officerR, .who, 

logically, would be the . target of such snlpcrs, escaped vir-

·tually unncathed. 

5. Breakdm·m of the Soc:i.al Order As the a.tmosphere 

of fear and ch~os continued, some of the safeguards that so­

ciety· has constructed to insure the :maintenance of order, nnd 

to make every person accountable for his actions, began to 

Ehow signs of cracking. Arrests were made if a person was 

seen carrying a bag of groceries or hnd a suitcase of clothes 

in his car. P<?opl~ S\•;e pt up ~ ma r; !':;c in the stn"!ct~_; c1 is­

appeared ~or days into detention facilities. 

https://Soc:i.al
https://terprcted.as
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In .Newark some police officers, ad6pting th~ · behavior 

of rioters \•lhom they ha_d been arresting, engage?, in the 

destruction of property. In Detroit, a police officer with 

an cxccllcint record committed at least two cri!ninal acts. 

In a motel, · several officers, in their determination to in­

terrogate suspects, began playing "a game," and before the 

game was ended, _three persons had be~n shot to death. 

Law enforcement officers began to act upon wild tips 

as in the case of the Muslim Mosque shooting in Los 

11 L11Angeles or the sniping reported from the house on Street 

in Detroit as if they came from ~he most reliable of 

sources. 

Media of mass comrnunicati6i-is repqrted rumors and on- . 

the-spot items without checkirig ··~n them, and by the very 

natu%c of their being broadcast, they tended to assume the 

«uthority of fact • ..., ~ ~ al- su,~~ 

6. Control As the successful implernent«tion of 

curfew·s by large numbers of law .enforcement ·personnel sue-
. . . ~r~~ 

'cessfully cleared· the streets of affected cities, and fire ? 

discipline was restored· to troops and police, .the number of 

incjdents reported rapidly diminished • . in no case did the 

withdrawal of troops lead to a resumption of riotous ~ctivity. 
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J:.,or an luner ica that lrnd become accustor.lec1 to the 

Negro's acceptance, by and large, of the inferior ttatus 

-assigned to him, to his passive non-violent response to ~-­

active acts.of violerice perpetrated against him, and . to his 

nevc~-~nding reliance on legal redress to force compliance · 

with national laws that in ·sor.1e sections were being ignored 
. . 

or evaded, the revelation that Negroes would advocate res-

ponding to force with force was a startling one, 

The d~magoguery and brag~adocio of nap Brown's de­

clarations: "~'?c built this countr)[ ~p, and we can burn it 

down," created among .whites a mood of feat and anger and a 

readiness to believe that organ,i.zed rebellion wa-s throbbing 

in the hcnrt of every city. Many young militant Negroes, 

conversely, had becor~e disenclrnnted with an evolutionary pr<?­

cess · that appeared to hold little promise for them in their 
. 

lifetimes. nelieving they bad nothing to lose, they accepted 

.the philosophy that riot was a legitimate means of protest, · 

·and that the looting of. white businesses and qestruction of 

white property in the black ghettos was, in fact, not a cri­

minal act, but just retribution for "exploitation." 

As the summer of 1967 ·approached,. therefore, a climate 

· had been created in which much of white 1\merica expected 

riots, and in which many young Neg:cocs \•1crc willing to oblige 

on the slightest pretext. 
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S0CI0-1':C0H0HIC CONDI'I'I0NS 

: ./\<~~ r Located as they h~vc been, at the bottom of the lai)der, 

~~ o.. Negroes have been the last to benefit fronyt he revolutionary
~~~Gl- . 
~ ~~... technological and economic chan~res that have altered Arnerica 's 

~ social structure in the past 50 years. At a tirne whc1., 75. 
5'"" "TMM 
~ percent of Am~rica I S high school grac.1_uates are going oi1 to 

~ '1 college, in man" g_hetto schools 50 ·ncrcent or more of the 
~- .l .. 

,. pupils are dropping out. Until 195'1 the southci~n schools the · 

Negro had attended had been forced to operate on a fraction 

of the budget of the white schools. Teachers with inferior 

educations, working in inf~rior facil{tios, had produced in­

ferior-educated pupils. As these. pupils flocked and continue 

to flock to urban areas in one of the great migrations of . 

history, they ha,ye been unable to compete. As their sons and 
' -e.r'\~ . 

daughte~s -e~ter big city school~ these schools, geared largely 

to the education of middle class children, began to have dif­

ficulty coping with fhe new arrivals. 

The Americar educational . system, a major factor in the 

growth of .American af flucnce, began to show signs of cracking 

under the stress. The average Negro youngster in the 12th 

grade is performing at a 9th grade level. 

' · ~ · The anii'\osity 9f 171any 1\J!\erican labor unions towards theij !ti~~ . . Negro, an outgrm\•th of battles bet.ween unions and r.1c1.na9ement. 

!~~in t1hich Negroes were frec!twntly u.sed <lS strike-bre;,kers, 

~',JI,,_ aggrav~ted the Black man's probl.e1»s in job tr~ining and em·· 

ploynent. 
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Stafistical studies have shown a clirec~ relation 

beb-1ecn low employment-low income and family breakups ancl . 

illcgitira~cy irrespective of race or nationality. In 42 

~ent of !-Jegro fc:m.i.lies and 23 percent of white families 

with incomes under $3,000 the man is missing from the · 

household. Ni~ety-two percent of Negro fri~iiies and 96 

percent of whfte -families whose income is $7,000 or more are 

... t . t * .ir,i :ac • . · 
. ·.·.. 

·similarly, there is a direct correlation between broken 

families and school dropouts. Various studies have inr1icated 

tlrn.t anywhere from 27 percent to 45 percent of dropouts come 

from broken homes. ** 
Thus, a repeating cycle sets in: 

Inferior Educntion --},- r..-ow Income ~ Family Break-up 
_Low Empioyment Illegitit-:mcy 

Drop0~.1ts ~ Irifcrior 1-~ducation 

The effect on major cities has been catastrophic. 

* Social+ Economic Conditions . of Negroes in the ~nit~d 

Stc.tc£_, October, 1967. 

** · school Dropouts. Research Division National------- ·· -
Edu~ation Association. 
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Traditionally cities have been able to · absorb an 

influx of und~rskille<l and undcreducntcd peopl~, because 

the cities themselves were still ~xpanding, and because the 

nation was- in an earlier stage of industrial development, in 

which an amplitude -0f low-skilled j6bs were available. 

A generation ago an up,'1ardiy r.,obile family, when it 

moved, tended to move from one section of the city to another. 

Today the move is most often from the city to the suburb~. 

The most vigorous, revenue-producing portion of the popula­

tion is, therefore, lost. 

As Negroes moved into the cities to begin occupyihg 

the dct.erion~·::.0.d and c.1~lapiclate(1 ho.using that other groups 

reaching affluence were moving _out of,· the cycle in which 

families of migrants were entrapped began to transfer itself 

to the cities. 

Migrants ---➔ Low Employment ---➔ Lo~ Rc~enri~ 
Low Incoi'ne High Crime 

•, 

Greater Demand for Municipal Services ------~ Increase in Tax Rates ); 
Deterioration of Tax nase 

Acceleration of Middle Class Flight ---➔ Replacement bi Migrants 

In this process, . such cities as Newark and Detroit have 

lost their viability. Schools and services deteriorated. Such 

programs as urban renewal -- which have failed to take into 

account that, nlthough slums ma~ be razed, one cannot raze the 

people thnt inhabit them~- have frcqueritly created more prb- · 

blcms than they solved. 

As the cor.1plaints of ci tizcns, more ar,d more of whom 
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were black~ increased proportionately with the city's 

inabilit~ to meet such complaints constructively, anger 

·and frn:::,trcttion mounted on both sides. Since municipal 

pfficials and the purveyors of municipal services arc 

mostly white, und the compla.inants mostly black, the agony 

of the city began to take on the antagonisms 6f race. 

'£IIE POLI'rICAL PERSPECTIVE 

As cities are, literally, contracting upon themselves, 

the black core within them is expanding rapidly. Whether by 
. ~A~ 

~ ~ "a ?esign (_ such a~. a changing from a cJi~trict to an at-large f~ 
:~~~~tern of clecbo0 or by .accident, this growing concentra-~! 

~ - tion of black people hn s been largely cl i s,,n franchised. 11 ~~~ 
check of 17 Eastern, Southern and Midwestern cities that were (JWC'e,J, 

involved in c1if;turbanccs during the summer of 1967, a.nd which 

have Negro populations ranging from 9 percent to 52 percent, 

revealed them to have a total of 16 Nearo councilmen (the., 

total number of councilmen in each city ranged from 5 to jo), 

16 members of the boards of education (iri school systems that 

were as much as 76 percent Negro), and, with the notabJ.e 

ception of Detroit, virtually no Negroes in key app6intive 

positions. 
. . . ~ 
. ~ ~--~~ .cN~~ on~y: theref~re, ,-1c1s th8 normnl evolutionary · pro--

)f+s. ~ cess OJ. r:.u.nor1 tJ.cs grc.dually being fused into govc:r.:nment, and 

~ ~learning the disciplines and responsibilities thereof, being

~i _. frustrated, but the 9hctto populations had no one on \·1hom they 
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could apply political pressure -- threatening his defeat 

. in the next election if he failed to b8 responsive. 

Thal)in present circumstances)n~unicipal offi~iills 

have been largely unresponsiv~as been ~rnpl~y clbcn1:1cnted 

by Commission invcst.i9u.tors. In one relatively sr..,all city, 

for example;. . the mayor, who had been in office more than a 

decade, averred himself to be ''shocked by conditions" when 

he visited the ' Negro ghct:to. The inability _of the Newark 

goverruncnt to vis~alize or adjust to the changing realities 
? 

was a major contributing factor to the tensions in that city. 

The problem is aggravated by the f~ct that not only are the 

most restl~ss and most militant ~egroes primariiy young, so 

that they have had li{tle opportunity to participate in the 

political process, but many of them have no conception of 

how that process ,-,orks. 

A youth ~n Plainfield, ·in the belief that this wu.s 

standard procedure, complained . that: '"l'ne Negroes hnd only 

recently learned that the Council had not even forvucdcd 

·the list bf grievances to the Fqdcral Government in Hushing-

ton." 

Under such circu~stances the question, "Where arc the 

Negro l~aders?" ask~d oftentim~s durinq the riots, takes on 

almost comic connotation. In fact, the midd-1<:: clasn Negro 

whom whit.es hnve tended to identify as the t-:cgro leader is, 

to the Negro masses, no more acceptable as a spokesman than 

the president of Gene ral Motors would be to the United Auto 

Workcn;. 
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By their rea ction to violcnc2 municipal authorities 

hc;tve, in fact, reinforced the impression thc.,.t the militants 

are right: that petitions may be ignored, but the ~se of 

power cannot. In Los 1-\ngclcs_ following the riot. it \'T«S dis­

coyer~d that with the cxpcnditur~ of some effort more than . 

10,000 jobs ~6uld he ~adc aviilabl~ to ghetto residents. In 

1\tlantuN _9!t}-ewrnc~s thRt had 9one upa,.n.swcr~c1 fqr.Q,.~01Jths~ ~ ~~ 
· ~lt. ~ ~ c..'ithrrdl ~ ~~ kl.di ~(!~~ ~ ~'~ ~ 

. suddenly were responc1ec~o with ·alacrity/\ In Detroit mili-~ ~,~\~ 

.t&~~tants were, for tl;e fil:-st time, included in the city's plan-~~"-~ 
\ou.. ff" I ~ ~ "k i,~j c,~l.ng. Everywhere the persons who suffcred the gre«test loss 

lla· ~ Cl. 
U1\ ,~f prcstig_e \•7ere the Negroes \•1ho hid counseled moderation. 

ob~ -1....'-? ' h b . ' . ~ ,~ •~1oderatl.on ad ccn 1:'.'esponc1.ec1 to with platitudes; m1l1tancy 
·.-\0 -·~· .

with results. 

b)· ,>t­ ~he very gains that the middle-class Negro has made 
\.a..)e. ~ 
~~~~ during the past fifteen years has served to alienate the 

~\() ~-

~1• ·-1'lack rnasncs from hira. For these masses the civil rights 
. ' 

drive appeared to be.largely an alliance betwedn liberal 

whites and the middle class Negro, its achievcMents bene-

. ~tting the rnic1dl9 class. · 
\ 

For a ma~onde:r ing whether he had enough me>ney to 

buy the next meal for his family, tlie question of whether or 

· ndhc could cat in an expensive white restaurant was academic. 

· Traveling for a few hours en a scg~cyatcd bus mighi be tol­

erable, but living under n_-white thunh in a decrepit shack 

wus intolerable. 

https://�~1oderatl.on
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'i'he very achievement of :i.nteqrci.tion has tended to t.ea.l~\\..(l.b•. 
------- -. -.- -·~~----=..:...:....::..=~ ..:..:..:..:;;__:;::..::..:..::~ .:..::__= ~ ~ . s 

have the opposite of the desired cf f ect . . In Los h.ngelcs, ·m 
. . ,}1 ~~.. 

after the.fire departnent \·ms intc~qrated, the r)crcent~qe '-ff.,e.Aa. s 
. - . - ~ 

·of Negro fi_remen d~clined to a third of whut it had pre- 1~ ~? . 

-~ ,4--,
viously been. .In Cincin_na ti, ·the number of r-:egroes on 

, .· ./.._ the police force slipped· to little more than half that 
~-? . 

j~r'.i.or to integration. Foll.owing integration of · the Nm-1 

-~-~'!>• 
~n (tsY"::0 r-Jerscy Nc:tional Guc1r<1, Negroes began to vanish from the 
r c2,,-' ~ "1¥''" 
~ ranks. 

,~w4',.. ~\WI-'-• 1-is the middle class ·Negro gained gronnc1 and the 

nation congratulated itself on his ~advances, to the lower 

class Negro the gap appeared to ~row wider and wider, and 

he felt less and l~ss identification. 

RIO'l' PROCLIVITY 

The more a municipality's viability has deterior­

atod and the _larger its Negro population has become, the 

more likely -- it may be postulated -- it is to experience 

· ·a riot. Nc~ark ~riderwent a cataclysmic shift _in population, 

from more than 65 percent \;1hi te to G2 percent Negro and 

Puerto Rican, between 1960 and 1967. The most enlightehed 

of administrations ~ould not have coped with a situation in 

which lcmands had far· outstripped resources. 

In Detroit, conntin9 the number of \·th.i.tcs who loft 

the c:i.ty ,me: the mmbc:r of Negroes wl~o replaced then, there 

https://j~r'.i.or
https://ff.,e.Aa


was more than a 30 percent shift in population bet.ween 1960 

.and 1967. 

Under. such circumstances the police, aH the most 

visible and ituthoritarian_ sign of white power, become a 

crucial fac~or. N6 matter with what good intentions, few, 

if any, of t11e major cities appear to have solved the pro-
---=:__ 

ble!fu, 
c"" 

Although, beginning in 1961, major efforts were macle 

in Detroit to establish better policc-cor:1munity r<:~la.ticns, 

Commission investi9ators were told that the process never 

reached the grass roots level; that practical difficulties 

prevented the patrolman in the ~9u~d ca~ fro~ sitting down 

across the table from the youth ,-iho was likely to thrm~ rocks. 

In one city \•1here officer? were compelled · to attend a 

community relations course, it ,-,as referred to .by them as • ? 
~w;·

"Nigg~r loving school. 11 In an~ther city that 11ad, presumably·, t/~ 
instituted a comprehensive cornnunity relations program, ~the J~../u.. 
Director .of Police told Comr.iission l.nvc,stiga tors that he_ didf>ff...--
not see "much basis whatsoever to the various complaints of · 

Negro groups as to theit social nnd economic conditions." 

. A captain called the program "a crock." Another captain c1e­

cla.red -~hat there was no doubt 5.n his mine: that -"nany of r.,y 

men say 'you black fuc:k'. 11 However, he added that . he clic! not 

consider that this c6n~tituted abusive language because, in . 

the vcrnaeular of the co~munity, the ~ore 11 rnothcr-fucker 1
' is 

regarded as "hello." . 
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In nnothcr city the Chief of Police tolcl Commi!::~sion in­

vcsti~rators tlw t '' the 111a j or ity of off ice rs ~pproach the t;cg r o 

faiTlily with the s ame cm1.r.tc s y ns a ,,1hitc family." The Deputy 

Chief, directly contra dicted him, declarin9 tbnt yon have to­

.use a "double stancht.r.d" in dealing \·; i th Nci9roc.E . Ile ~xphd.ncd 

t.ha.t: "W1e n you go into their home s , for example, yon hi·1ve _to 

aujust to the situation," that "you cannot use the polite lan·­

guage that yoti would u s e ill ti. \·.>hitc mic1.c1le class home. You 

h2.vc to mnkc a show of force, ot-.hcn-,ise you would not be unccr- ~ 

stood,'' because "poli tcness is con s true d as \·.·eal:ness." ~ ~ ~ ~ ';''.fu _ . 
-~~-.Consequently•, the police ha.vc ne ither the ima ge nor the 

· .,..._ .J.. 1 ~ support in the Negro community that they Co in t :_l1e white. Be-
l.Al.i.e...--, . --

,~,k.. c1use of the hi'9h Negro crime rate the law enforcement off ic:cr 
1 ~\~·. 

:~ ~~ lends to vi.cw every black person ,ts a. suspect. Yet the over.-

' W--1-rhclming ma jority ~f victims of Nc9ro crimes ctrc Hegroes ·-·· in 
1:~~ .. . 
' ~ one Detroit precinct, where 78 percent of identifi~d assault 

offenders were Negroes,. 7'6 percent of the victims were Negroes 

and · the compla.in·~ t _hc victims {s that the police fail to 

respond expeditiously; and when they do arrive, are apt to· regard 

•the crim<:' not as seriously as a similar offense comrni tted in a 

white area. . As ,t result the pol ice teind to be looked upon more 

! as a force of occupation than a keeper of law and order. 
I 

As greater and greater areas of a city become i~hahitcd 

by Negroes, precinct stations become bastions, the primary 
I 

allegiance of . whose defenders i.s not to the citizens, but to 

ec1ch other.· Problems of police recruiting become c .r it-ical. 

I. 

https://compla.in
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-Whites are reluctant to enter a profession in wh.i.ch the 

e~pectatioi is one of daily strc~s and antagonism. 

Negroes arc reluctant to enter a profession, the community 

view of which is negative, and in which Negro officers tra­

ditionally have been isolated~ 

It is the police, therefore, who, as a constant 

irritant, are most likely to inflame the: Neg~o cor.imunity. 

AVAILADILITY OF OPTIONS 

· The recourse to violence, whether by tte action of 

an individual, . th~ institutionali~cd process of a nation's 

engagement in war, or the haphazard eruption into riot by a 
iJ~~ mob, traditionally tenc1s t .o come as a last rcsC?r.t, when 

-~ ·~ other options have bpen exhausted. 
·r~~ 

For example:· Foi the poverty-stricken individual in-~~· 
a rural area the option remains to movo to the city. For 

' 
the re~idcnt of a small city the option rem~ins to move to 

a larger city. For the people living in an area thnt overtly 
. . . 
practices discrimination, the option remains to nove to an 

' . 

area which, purportedly, clocs not. Por the inhabitants of a 

city whose governm211t is. unresponsive, the option remains to 

elect a government that will be more responsive. 

If, then, this new government proves umlilling or un­

able to materially improve the conditions of the people, the 

availab.1.lity of nonviolent options he.s been c;-:haustcd. 

In the three c i tics \·)i th rnc'\:jor riots: Los 1\1vJelcs, 

Newark and Detroit, Ne0roc s b ad voted ovcrwhehd.Eqly for « 

11 l ibcral ac.ministrct tion" \•Jhich they expected to proc.ucc! 
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change. When tl1is expectation proved unfulfilled, the 

probability of a riot beca~e great. 

In Los Angeles nn<l Ncwnrk the e~plosion came five 

years after the election; in Detroit, six. 

RUMORS AND SNIPERS 

ns a ~~sult of the ri6t cli~ate that had been 

created, much Qf the nation's press was ready to seize 

upon any disturbance and describe it as a "~iot." Acts of 

violence and destiuction co~nitted by rioters, runplified 

in some cities by the massive and inappropriate response of 

' 1 1 1 1aw . ' 11,)e..f"?.. thenNat1.ona Guarc:,smen anc cnforcc1ncnt off1.cers, ._. 

further exaggerated b~ reporters And headline writers, un­

til the population of the United States could believe itself, 

reason2.1~-~-Y, to be -faced wi t~-i a state of civil insurrection in 

.which organized guerilla bands were roaming city streets. 

Rumors proliferated and sometimes had their origi.ns 

in the most une.xpected places. In Grand Rapids·, two carloads 

of vacati9ning families were reported to be guerilla rein­

.forcements rushin~ to the city. In Tampa, a Trailways bus 

loaded with Negroes was viewed in the same light. I·n ·Los 

Angeles, postal employees, arriving for a convention, were 

. repartee~ to be II hordes of Black Muslims. 11 In Detroit a 

·person 'i.dth a bm-,, and r-.rrow \•.,as reported as a "sniper. 11 

The sheriff of one community in New Jersey related to 

Commission investigator.s i:A trick, 11 which, he felt., "helped 

calm thin<Js clm•;n some. 11 The Sheriff said that he had gott~n.. 

https://origi.ns
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hold of one of his people in New- Yoi:-k City and usked hirn to 

call one of the militant Negroes i~ 

he asked this .caller to say that that night there wns going 

to be a showdown ~ctwccn people from New York City and th~ 

___· ___police department, that he was bringing a lot of 

Negroes with guns over from I·lurlem, and that they were going 

to shoot it out with the police department and it · 

didn't make any difference who or how many pebp~e got killed. _ 

The Sheriff said that the ,rnan who had b~cn called went im-

mediately to the police department and that he also 

spread the word that people Rhou1a· keep off the streets that 

night because there was going to be serious trouble from out­

siders. The Sheriff belicvef;i that thi"s. "trick" had rermltcd 

in the suietest night ~f the whol~ week . 
. . • 

Although the devastating effect of rumors during war-: 

time has been am~ly documented, there has be~n a failure ~o 

recognize that the spread of . ru~ors could be even more injur­

ious during a period of potential civil disturbance. Repor­

ters . unfnrniliar with and inexperienced in the coverage of 

riots often accepte~ as fact second and third-hand accounts 

and expressions of opinion. Any person injured by gunfire 

from an unknown.source, was shot by a "sniper." Officials 

played statistical games which turned baa · situations into 

seemingly ca ta strophic_ ones. Irr:.pref;sive figures on riot· in­

juries were compiled by such devices a~ listing poison ivy 

as a "riot-cOnncctcd" injury. 

One city's fire department listed 82 injuries, in~ 

eluding such as "Fell on hancl, injm:ing right little fin~fcr,"_ 
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"Pai11 · ·i1r back, fell· over and cou.ldn 't straighten up, 11 and, 

1 • "Pell off apparatus which moved." Only t\·10 of: the mer. were 

injured by nissiles and none by sniper fire, y~t the over­

riding impression created was that many of them had been hurt 

· as a result of direct acts against them by the populace • . 

A representative sample of the repertorial distort{ons: 
. . 

'£AM.PA, li'la., ~rune 13 (li.P) -- Rampaging Negroes burned, 

and looted Tampa's sprawling slmns Monday for · the sccorid night, . 

battling with about 1,000 heavi_ly-i\rrnecl police and National 

Guardsmen." • 

"Police ~cpeatedly were pinned down by shipers through­

out the night and early rnorninq hours. A cruiser reported at 

2: 00 1\. M. it was receiving sniper fire from t\'10 sides." 
. . . 

The fact: ln ' ~ampa on · th6 ·second night there was only 

scattered, light action. 

"CINCIHNATI, Ohio, June 14 . (AP) National Guardsmen ·--

bayonets and machine gur.s ready~- reinforcc<l police today after 

"huge bands of marauders" had scattered racinl ~iolence, fire, 

looting and van~ali~m in Cincin~ati." 

'The fact: The trouble was conf i11ed to individual car·-

· loads of youths riding about here and there in various sections 

of the city. 

~'1\TLJ\N'l'l-., June 20 (UPI) Orie man was killed and three 

persor·1s were :.. wounded tonight in gnn battles between Negroes and 
. . 

police ns violence broke out for the second night." 

The fact: There was no gunfire by Negioes. 

The Detroit N~0s on ·saturday, July 15, r6pcrted from Ne 

'!1'!0gro rioters in hit-and-run guerill_a-type attacks, spread 
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from ambush positions fought several gun battles with ~ationnl 

Gunrdsmcn and policc. 11 "Negro youths in the riot sector 

told newsmen _that· Black Musli1ns took part in :the violenc~ and 

they mix lye with molasses -- ,rnd 'when they throw it at the 

cops, it stick~.• 11 

The Fact: There were no such hit-and-run gucrilla~typ~ 

attacks; there were no gun battles from ~mbush; and there ~as 

no molasses thrown at the police. 

Ori July 2G~.h the pctroi.t News reported: 

. ~Three unidentified Negro youths were killed in a ~un­

fight behind ·the Algiers Motel, \·Joodward and Vir9inia Park. 

11 The ' bodies were found on the ground floor of the Algiers · 

Manor, a three-story annex to the motel. 

"Police arid Gurirdsmen wei~ called to the scene about mid­

night when sniping be~j'an . from . th~ Manor. 

"Homicide Detective Ed\'la.rd Hayes sai~ shots were coming 

from the roof a·nd windo.ws oi:i all floors·. 

"Police and Guardsmen were pinned clown for several minutes 

bef6re the firing .stopped." 

' The fact: There is no evidence that anyon~ fireQ out of 

the motel. Two of th_e youths were shotgunned down by police, ancl. 

the death of ·t~e third" ·is still being investigated. Murder charges 

have been filed against bne .. 6fficer. 

On July 24th 'l'he Detroit News reported from Englewood, New 

Jersey: 

"Police and Negro snipers exchanged heavy _gu_n,firc last 

~ight and early to4GY as racial violence hit this New York 

... ... . 

https://windo.ws
https://Ed\'la.rd
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Cit~ suburb for the fourth strai~ht night. 

"Snipers set up a three-way crossfire at William 

and Jay Streets in the heart of fhe Fourth Hard Negro 

ghetto, and pinned down 100 policemen, four repoiters and = 

a photographer for more than an hour." 

The fact: ~ids set off a number of firecrackers. 

The lead story in the July 27th edition of the 

Pl~i~adelph:.~-a Inquirer read as follows: 

"DETROIT, July 27 (Thur~day) -- Two National Guard 

tanks iipped i sniper's haven with machine guns Wednesday 

night and flushed out three shaggy..:haired white youths. 

Shipers at tacked a guard cont.'T1and post and Detioit' s racial 

riot set a 
. • 

modern record for bloodshed~ The death toll 

soared to 36, topping the l'Jatts ~loodbaths of 1965 in which 

35 died and making petroit's insurrection the most deadly 

racial riot in modern U.S. history." . . 
~In the attack on th~ sniper's nest, the Guardsmen 

poured hundreds of rounds of .~O taliber·machine gun flr~ 

_into the home, which authorities said housed arms zind ammu­

•·ni tion used by l·Jes-t Side sniper squads. 

"Guardsmen recovered guns and ammunition. A reporter 

with the troopers, said the house, a neat brick home ·in. a 

neighborhood of $20r000 to $50,000 homes, 0as torn apart by 

the machine gun and rifle fire; 

"Sniper fire cractled from the home as .the Guard unit 

approc1.chccJ. It uas one of the first verified reports of 

sniping by ,-1hi tes." 
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/ "A pile of loot taken from r.iot-rui.ned stores ,-ms 

reco~ere<l from · the sniper's haven, l~catcd ten blocks 

from the 'heart of the 200-square block riot zone. 

"Guardsmen sc1id the house had been identified as a 

· ._storehouse of arms and mnmunition _for . s1Hpe'rs. ·. Its arsenal 

was regarded as an indication that the sniping or at 

least some of it -- was organized." 

The fact: -Except for the N~tional Guard's attack 

upon the·house, the entiic story-is a fiction. The~e was 

110 crackli11g ·sn_j.per fire, no pile of loot, ~md, except for 

one old • 22 caliber 1.;ifle, no storehouse of arms anc.l arnmu­

ni tion. 1'he circumstances surrounding the attack upon the 

house have been ~escribed elsewhere. 

· The ovciall effect of day after day of such reports 

beneath glaring.banner heac1iincs: "GUARD nIDDLES SNIPER'S 

HAVEN IN DE'l'ROIT, 11 "T~NKS 1-mw: INTO DETROIT• s •ALL··OUT l'·iAR 1 

AFTI~R LE'l'HAI! 'SNIPERS ROUT GUARD, POLICE I II MORE RACIALII 

TERROR," nnd, "GUERILLA \·!AR RIPS 12th," was deva.stating. 
' 

Although, in tQree citien in which a total -of 100 

dc«ths occurred there has. yet to be one verified sniper,* 

apparitions of snipers were everywhere. A Detroit news­

paper reporter wro_te that: "A riflcmon gave me a short 

co~rse in sniper warfare jn city streets. 

1 

*· Three persons are awniting trial ori sniping· charges in Detroit. 
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"'Watch fer houses with one screen off a window onI 
the second floo r ,' he snid matter-of-factly. 'i\.nd keep 

your eye peeled for second floors where one window has the 

shade down and the other is· open a · crack.' · 

"'Can you spot thcr.t by muzzle blasts when they fire? 111 

I asked. 

11 'No, not any more, ' he said. ''l'hey 've 9otten smart. 

They open the tlindow a little,· move way back in the room and 

ttien fire.' 

" 
1 •rhey ·can snip~ away for hou~s and you. c-an·• t see them. 

I 

I We were even ·taking fire from bt1rning buildings last ni9ht. '" 
!· 
.·:Tu~ ~,d'"" J:i.::u:r:opean newspapers began cc:1~.i.ng l\mericari cities 

!l°t:us ~.1 ~otsville, U.S.A." . . The Co1munist Press reveled in the 
1_ ~ ~ ~t)(Jl<!Qlt • . 

f~ ~ ~7vioience, ar:d c:{ploited :Y: to t,he hilt. 
!~~~ f\O~. ~ ~ ~' 
1t: e.~o,W ,n -~' CONSPIRACY AND ORGi\.NIZNrION 

The Cora.'!lission is conducting a continuing and e:xten- · 

sive investj gation into the qnesticn of -org·ani~ation in the 

riots. To date no evidence of a conspiracy has been found. 

Empirical tests ·tend to indicate 

conspiracy. 

Riots did not take place concurrently · in rn~jor _cities 

so as to create th~ gr~atest possible st.rain on law enforce-· 

mcnt ag~nciet,. In mor::i t conunurd.th;s the issues were lo~al, _anc.l 

in many of t:hcn militant Negroes attc9pted to brin~( about a 

~olution of the problems ~y political means. 

https://cc:1~.i.ng
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Conspirators, if; they exi·r;tecl, were utterly inept. 

In Cambridge, · Maryland, =4!hg~• s<'11wJnl,1rJ Rap Brown's ~isit uJ~ . $cQ.ej.,Oo~ 

for the same night that the local unit of ~l1e National Guard 

held its ,~eekly drill. Nowhere were in<1ustrial _insta.lla-· ~ 
. ~6 

•tions attacked, even though in Los r,.ngeles manufa.cturing ·l,.... ,~~~. ,~ ~---~, 
plants -- including one producing napalm -- worth hunclieds 

of millions of dollars, were left unguarded. In Newark th6 

Telephone Exchange controlling · «n entire section of the 

Eastern Seaboard was-left untouched. 

From Los Angeles to Plainfield . firE? chiefs reported 

that if ~~nlotov cockt«il.s had not b_ecn mac1e irt the most 

anmt.cu:d.sh fashion their effect ·would have been far greater. 

number of occnsions black Militants comolaincc1,On a 
.• , • ... 

both to newspape_r r _eportcrs and. . Corrmlission investigators, 

that they had been ca~ght unprc~~red by the -riots and there­

fore had not been able to exploit them • 

. 'l'he evidence is overwhe~.ming that there were e 
"outsj~de agitatorr;" · in any of the cities. In one coml'.1Unity 

~an official desciibed a young Negro mi~itant as "an out5ide 

agitator," only to discover that he had lived in the city all 

of his life. 

In ·fact, rio~crs have concentrated almost exclusively 

on vandalizing and destroying businesses dealing in consumer 

goods that ,,-.,,ere useful, negotiable and could be transported 

easily. J!ighly f larmnable installations, such a.s gasoline 

stations, w~ich would be a logical target if mas~ivc destruc­

tion were the principal intent, have escaped virtually un-

https://anmt.cu:d.sh
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Before the sm11:..rncr of 1967 H . . Rap B:i.:-civm crnc1. .Stokely · ~ \e.... ·i 

. . / l),b\ '.\- ~ 4i.L' 
Carmichael set th¢ trap. Their intent was to convince ..:n,,___.~ A,.., J\ t'\11., 

. ~'?l\,l,Mta\Clj'W("'I"' 

Negroes that only by uniting an,1 scparc.ting thcinselves fr~, m 
the white_ community could they escape the _genocide bdng~+~• 
plannecl for thern. It was their contention that A.>ne:cica 

would never willingly grant ~qu.ali ty to Negroes, but th~it 

the response would be one of violence. 

Hence, _the 9rcater. the violence that was . reportee, 

the more grist was manufactured for their mill. They in­

terpreted the reports of scores of snipers as evi~ence that 

the black man \·ms uniting and had reachcc1° the st?.gc of 

guerilla warfare. The reaction of authorities with massive 

force was, for them, proof that·· th~ ca~paign of genocide 

had 9one into effect. 

\_u~ Everywhere t"hat Com."11issio_n invcnti9a tors went they 

fl~· wer~ tol~y white and blad:, high and low, that the riots 

had polarized the community. Everywhere ·middlc class Negroes 

began identifying with the rioters. Evcr.ywhere the feeling 

.wus becond.ng prevalent among ?-Jegroes that all other opt~ons 

had been used up, and that now militancy was tho only possible 

recournc. 

A Negro businessman in Detroit expressed himself in 

sympathy with the rioters, even though t\':o of · hi8 stores had 

been sacked • 

. A Negro police officer in Atlanta said he belie~cd 

riots were a good thing because they appeared to be the . only 

way to sh~l:e ,-1hites c,ut of their apa.thy c.nd cc1.ll attention ·to 

the }?robl.cm. 

https://becond.ng
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Questioned about his reactions, an arrestee in . · 

Dctroi t \•1ho, nftf'..r. r.ein<J S\·:ept up on the streets, spent c1a·ys 

:in a fetid, improvised jail 5ubject~d to the verbal and 

physical abuse of officers said: - "(Before the riot) I was 

really ·a passive person -- hard-working -- trying to reach 

· this goal, trying ·to get that degree. That's what I wanted. 

And_ I 0asn't ~essing with nobody. I didn't break no laws 

or nothin9 --Gent· along to people) I got too much resent­
I 

ment inside me, or bitterness now to let it (his treatment 
I· 

during the riot) happen again· - ·- to let somebody say to me, 

'You have to clo this. -' 

"If there was·another riot, you know what I think 

I'd do? I think I'd blpw up police stations. I'd go killing 

this time. Qh, I'd go kiilin9 .. ·•• I'd kill. That's \vhat 

I'd do. Man, I ain't against all white folks; man, but thc_y 

don't stand by and let _that happen. Yea~, that•~ ·what I'd 

,do first -- 1 1.d set more bombs and booby traps in . the world. 

Kill them, just like that. I'd do it. ·personally I hope 

thete's not another riot. Because this time it's gonna go 

farther than it wa-s -- it .' s going · to sprcc.:.d. · It's going to 

cause a lof of destruction - - everywhere." 

A~ disillusion has spr~ad among the Negroes, the 

philosophy of the extre□ ists ha5 gained more credence. Par­

tlnlly as a result of the nlack Power Confcrence · in Newark, 
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there is growing communication between ·Black Power ac1her~. 

a .11 over · the nation. ~•here appears, ccnc6rnitantly, to be a 

growing unity. It would be unvise to bQlieve that this unity 

may not be translated into action . if th.e events of the surnmcr .... 

of · 1967 are repeated. 

A former railroad engineer_who has become a leader o·f 

. the militan~s in Newark, and, followinq the ri6t, viiited 

Czechoslovakia, tolc1 Commission investigators recently: 

"I will make any kind of a commitment even with the 

devil himself if it means bringing about meaningful chan~rc 

for Black people. F.or Bl,lck people to enter the ·mainstream 

of American life, be .it Communist, ~ocialist · or whatever. 

The supposec1ly · dcmocratic process and the American way of 

life hns not pr~ven to me and to other Black people that it 

can deal effectively with the changes necessary to brihg about 

conditions.favorable to Black .people." 

. ' 
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Ih the summer of 1967 a former second-·str ing football 

~ , . . .· player ana cnoJ.r singer na.rnec1 Eube:ct Gero id Brown thrca t..cned 

-:~America with destruction. 

"We built America up and we can burn it ·down, 11 he 

shouted in city ~ft~r city. 

How was it- that a nation which, during the course of 

the pa-st two decades, had concerned itself more vdth the c-· 

quality of it~ .rniriorities than ever before, could have simul­

taneously engendered a "Rap'' Brm·m? 

In 1954 t1w U11i ted Sta~es S~~emc Court, i.n the case 
,BroWI\ ~,. J'mr:ell <1' follu M~ ~ ~~ 1,:1- o..\ _ 

of {:_fiilf'Cha ·vs DrEF.1:R, · l?ad ruled tha'.7 separate but equal facil-

ities are inhi rently unequal, and that schobls would have to 

be de~egregated with all deliberate speed. 

On December 1, 1955 _a Negro seamstress named Rosa 

Parks was arrested when she refused to give up her seat to 

a white man on a Montgomery, Alabama bus. When the news 
. . \ 

spread throu9h t.he_cornmunit.y, a young Negro minister nnrncd 

ME~tin Luther King~ Jr. organized a boycott of the bus line. 

It wa.i; ·the first irnplc:2mentation of the doctrine of non-· 
-· 

violence in the _ci_vil rights strug9le. It denonst.ratec1 to 

Negroes that -, as a people, they had power thRt they .lacked as 

individuals. As the case slowly wended its ,-1ay through the 

courts, they s-tooc1 firm despite int.imid2t.ion, th~ecits of 

violence, cmc1 u::;e of viol~Dce by whi tcs. Hofrses in the Negro 

sect.ion Here shot at and bombed. Only tbc ·will of Dr. Kin9 .. · 
•· ~ . • • I :.. . • ' • • 

prevcntE~c1 Hegrocs from ~cl · .liq ~ violence with violenc e! . 
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process of 

taking place in relations between the race!] As rtU lng 

after rulini of the Supreme Court placed Federal Law and the. . 
Negro side by side, the civil rights drive gained legality 

and stature. As the Negro saw t~at by unity_he could obtain 

power, he acquired. both self-respect and militancy. 

A Negro janitor in Montgomery told a reporter: "We 

got our head up nm,,, and we ,1on' t ever bow down again 

no, sir --·except before God!" 

"Rap" Brown wis a ten-year old in Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana when the Supreme Court delivered its ruling on 

integration of the schools. Yet, duri"ng the next ten years, 

the schools he ~ttended were totally segregated. The son ·of· 

an oil refinery. laborer and a dietician, .Brown, like his· 

older brother ane sister, attended the high school affiliated 

with Southern University in naton Rouge. Like his older 

brother and sister~ he went on to the university. 

In 1960 he was a high school senior, c6nsidered by his 

· teachers to be introspective ~nd quiet, yet Very much oriented 

toward the struggle for equality. Wh6n students at Southern 

University o~ganized a sit-in at lunch counters in an attempt 

to integrate them, Brown's brother was one of the leaders. 

In order to end the demonstration, l,ouisiana State authorities 
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threatened ·to cut off funds for the university unless the 

demonstrations were curbed. 

The president of the university, a Negro, ca~itulated. 

Several students were ex.pellec1. In protest,. scores of ct.hers, 

including Rqp B~own's brother, transferred elsewhere. Rap 

Brown, himse~f, however, att~nded Southern University until 

1963 when he became a coordinator ih Alabamn for the Student 

Non-Violent Coordinating Cormnittee (SNCC) • 
. . 

· SNCC had been formec1;J ¼-n -At.lanta in 1960 \Ulasr er..e nEil':Ji'" 
! · . C\\I\\ r,~h-\s 

en B:t:. Ki.1~ in order to coordinate the,Aadt.ivities o"!; various 
%~~ '"" ~ ~- . ,, . ;..I ~i.,a x::igbi· & ox:gndz;atjoi~s. It had at its inception bec~n 

f . 1 . . . . tt d t t1 ~\~ f . . . 1 " .tl 11rm y . comm1 · e ·o ~e il:8iVs.1snn o non-v1O ence, ctnCt · 1e goa 

of intcgratio~ . . Many of its workers w~re white •. Yet the winds 

of change that had been expected t0 blow acr6ss the nation were 

not blowing. In the South there ·were h?.rdly r.mre Kegro ·chil ·· · 

dren ·in white sbhools than ten years previously. Elsewhere 

the principal effect of integration was to tur~ all-white 

schools iµto all-black schools. 

As the dri~e for Negro equality continued in the 

Sot1th, busses were burned, demonstrators were beaten and 

rncddcd, and civil rights workers were abducted and r.mrdered. 

Members of civil rights organizations, attempting to operate 

·within the framework of the nation's laws, were jailed and 

piosccutcd with impunity by · those t~o opposce the laws. 

As more and more of the workers suffered serious in­

juries ana death, and little was changed as a result, more 
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and more began to believe t _hat· in a confrontation b~tween 

.moral persuasion and violence, violence would be the victor. 

'J.'he turning point was reached _in ·the smmner of 1963. 

The most massive c~emonstrations the South had . seen 

began in Birmingham, Alabama. The white response was a 

series .of bombings that inflamed Hegroes. Retaliation 

against \•lhites in the form of rock-throwing and burning of 

white-m-med proper~y beg~n. A series of hloody battles ~ 

fought \:,i th the police. The culmination came in the quiet 

of one Sunda~ morning. As a group of Negro children sat in 

Sunday school, a bomb exploded beneath the church. Four 

young girls were kill~<l. No one wis ·ever tried for thA mur­

ders. The sacrifice had achieved virtually nothing. 

Birmingham remained as white supremacist as ever • 
. 

Yet all over the nation.J n~rmingham had forg~d a hond 

among Negroes. • Psychologically they "i-1ad ma.rchcd with tile· 

marchers, su~fercd with the injured, and· bccomq more and more 

embittered at the authorities. 

In the November, 1965 ·issue of the J•J.ich:i.qan Law Review 

the l~norable George Edwards, Judge of the Uni.tea S~ates Court 

of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, and former Police Commissioner 

of Detroit, wrote: "Episode~ like those experienced in Bir-

_rningha~ and Selma, Alabama 1 in Oxford and Neshoba County, 

Mississippi,· add to the police problems in every section of the ,, 
country. 

In the April, 1965 isRue of the "Liberator," the organ 

of thP ~ilitants. the disaffection .had arown to the extent that 



5 

a writer adclared: PEither black people will be destroyed 

or the white Ar:1er ican Government will be destroyed. It is 

a life or death struggle. This further illustratei'that we 

have only one altcinative: Unite fo~ sclf-d~fense w~rfarc 

now, or perish! 11 . 
·Four inon·ths later, in ·August, a combination of hap­

hazard circumstances plunged Los Angeles into the bloodiest 

~nerican domestic turmoil in twd decades. Within a period of 

two days, with viitually no organization, and relatively 

little effort, Negroes overwhelmed the police and infused the 

fibers of .the nation's third large~t city with fear. Negroes 

every\•;here seized upo~ the riot as a demonstration _that ;flack 

,yower was both viable and practical. 

The April 22, 1966 issue of the Black Muslim nc\'1spaper, 

"Muhanuned Speaks, 11 headlined "Coming: Dloody Conflicts in 

the Cities?" The thesis of the article was that, as majoi 

American citi_cs attained a black majority, 
. 

11
. 
'1.'he ,-1hite power 

structure. will no~ 'willingly' yield to the democratic con­

·cept of 'majority_rule.'" 

By the spring of 1967, _Stokely Carmichael and "Rap" 

Bro.m were saying that "You can't turn your back on violence, 

because· you can't live in America if yo~' re black uncl be non- · 

· violent." fuoclaiming ever-more stridently that America was 

conducting 11 genocide 11 againi.;t the black man, they ,-,ere them-

selves in the proccs6 of killing SNCC. Iis white surportcrs 

had either been expelled or had deserted. Its supply of 
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wc1.s rapidly drying ur.J ~:1ly if Carmiclw.cl and Drown could, 

simult~neously, convince white l\merica that a , revolution \·ms 

in the making )and Bli-tck America that ,~hite America \·1oulc1 ·· · 

!cspo~d t6 blac~ griev~nces with~ pblicy_of suppression 

and violence, could: they hope that . their words would be heeded 

by Uie masses; that they thE-~mselves could attain the stature 

_of leaders.] . 

. The trap had been baited ~nd set. The questi6n ~e-

maincd, would it be sprung? 

https://Carmiclw.cl
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'l'AMPJ\. 

On Sunday , June 11, 'l'ampa , Florida lay somnolent in 

the 940 heat. A humid wind ruffled the bay , .wher e thousands 

o f persons had watched the hydroplane races . Since early 

morning the Police Department ' s Selective Enforcement Unit , 

designed as a riot control squad, had been employed to 

keep order . a::r ft.t, /l (U,,f,/1 , 

At 5:30 p.m., a block from the waterfront, a photo 

supply warehouse was broken into . Forty-five minutes later, 

as gathering clouds were shadowing the sun , two police 

off icers spotted three Negro youths as they walked near 

t he State Building . As the youths caught sight of the 

officers they ducked into an alley . The officers gave chase . 

As they ran , the suspects left a trail of photographic 

equipment scattered from the yellow paper bags they were 

carrying . 

The o fficers transmitted a general broadcast over 

the police radio. As o ther officers arrived o n the scene , 

~ dangerous game of hide and s eek began through and around 

the streets , houses, and alleys of the neighborhoo'J>~hen 

Negro residents of t n e area adjacent to t ine Centra ~ Village 

Housing Project .became aware o f the c hase, they began to 

participate. ~omc attemp ted to help the o fficers i n locating 

t,he suspects; 

R.C. Oates, one of the 17 Negroes on the 500-man Tampa 

police f orce , spotte1 19-year ·old Martin Chambers , bare to 

the waist, wriggling away from h im beneath one of the houses. 

Oates called for Chambers to come out and surrende r . I gnoring 
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h im , Chambers emerge d in a running crouch from the opposite 

side of the house . A white officer, J . L. Calvert , took 

\lp . the ·pursuit. 

Pursuing Calvert, in turn, were three young Negroes, all 

spectators. Behind one of the houses a high cyclone fence 

created a two-foot wide alley twe nty-five feet in length. 

As Chambers darted along the fence , Officer Calvert 

rounded the corner of the house. Calvert yelled to him to 

halt . Chambers ignored him . Calvert, who had flunked h is 

last marksmanship test, raised his . 38 reyo lver and fired . 

Chambers , the slug entering his back and passing completely 

t hrough his body, raised his hands over his head , clutched 

~ ~ at the cyclone fence, and requested to be taken to a hos p ital~
'i -✓ • ,, 

) 'Q fii!} '11he",111e three youths running behind Officer Ca 1 vert came 

upon the scenfjXsumcd Chambers had been shot standing in the 

position in which they saw him . Rumor quickly spread through 

t he neighborhood that a white police officer had shot a Negro 

youth who had had his hands over his head and wa s trying to 

surrender. 

The ambulance that was summone d became lost on the way . 

As minute following minute stre tche d into a qua r ter hour 

and then beyond, the ever-ga the ring crowd viewing the bloody , 

critically i njured youth be c ame eve r-more be lligerent. 

Fina lly, the Reverend M. L . Newman told po l i c e the y'd 

~ be t t e r ge t t he boy ou t of t here . Officer Oa t e s loaded Chambers 
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into his c~r and drove him to the hospital . He died shortly 

thereafter . 

As officers were leaving the scene, the storm· broke . 

Beneath the pelting rain the spectators scattered . When an 

o fficer went back to check the area he found no one on the 

streets. 

A few minutes after 7:00 P . M. , the Selective Enforce­

ment Unit, tired and sun-parched, reported in from the races . 

A half hour later a report was received that 500 persons were 

gathering . A police car was sent into the area to check the · 

report . The o fficers could find no one. The men o f the 

_. ,.if Selected Enforcement Unit were told to go home . 
' ... . .!'I--•,.t,..,~ The ·men in the scout car, had not, however, penetrated 

~J.,, into the Cen tral Village !lousing complex where , as the rain 
t-" _.ltdJ,,.r· ended, hundreds of persons poured from the apartments . At 

-;_,.,-';/least half of them were teenagers and youths. As they began 
~-. I 
*'--- ~ to mill about, old grievance s, both r ea l and imagined, were 

J;J.J resurrected : discriminatory practices of local stores, 

i advantages taken by white men of Negro girls , the kicking in 

the face of a Nero by a white man~ the lack of recreation 

facili ties , tbs ~ c kballinq of two Negro hig h §Cbgg l s by
◄ - ; ..... 

t he ·Athletic Conference , the shooting of two handc.uf fed Negro 
~~ ~ -- ,_, ..,.. . ,_..., - ~ ._. .,,,, '"""''~" 

youths by a police o fficer . -

When Officer Oates returne d to the area it was seething £ ~~~ 

teenagers and young adults. Attempting to convince them 

to disperse o f their own accord , he assured them a complete 

https://handc.uf


investigation would be made into the shootin e believe 

himself to be making headway when a hysterica appeare 

crying that the police had killed her brother . Her appearanc 

galvanized the crowd. Rocks were thrown. Police cars driving 

into the area were stoned . The police, relying on a previous 

experience when, after withdrawal of their units, the crowd 

had dispersed, decided to send no more patrol cars into the 

vicinity . 

This time the maneuver did not work . From nearby bars 

and tawdry night spots patrons joined the throng. A window 

was smashed. Haphazard looting began. As fluid bands 

moved down the Central Avenue business district , those 

whose proprietors were particularly disliked were singled 

out . A grocery store , a liquor ore , a restaurant w 

The first fire was set . 

Because of the dis 

Unit , and the lack of accurate intelligence information , the 

police department was slow to react. Although Sheriff Malcolm 

Beard of Hillsborough County was in contact with the Depart­

ment throughout the evening, it was not until approximately 

11 : 00 P . M. that a r equest for deputies was made to him . 

At approximately the same time the recall , issued 

earlier by the police department, began to show results . At 

11 : 30 P.M., officers moved back into the area . Lighted by 

the flames of burning buildings , it was , by this time , engulfed 

in a full~fledged riot. 



Falling power lines whipped sparks about the skirmish 

line of officers as it moved down the street . The popping 

noise . of , presumably, gunshots came from the direction of 

the housing p r oject . The officers did not return the fire . 

It was announced over a public address system that 

anyone caught armed would be shot . The firing ceased . Then , 

and throughout the succee_ding two days , law enforcement 

o fficers refrained from the use of firearms . No officer , nor 

any civilian , suffered a gunshot wound during the riot . 

Driving along the expressway , a young white couple , Mr . 

and Mrs . C. D., were startled by the fire . Deciding to 

investigate , they took the off-ramp right into the midst 

o f t he riot . The car was swarmed over . Its windows were 

s hattered . C . D. was dragged into the street . 

As he emerged from a bar in which he had spent the 

evening , 19-year old J . C . , a Negro fruit-picker from Arkan­

s as , was as surprised by the riot as Mr . and Mrs . C . D. 

Ru~ng toward the Mercury stationwagon · in which the young 

woman was trapped he interposed himself between her and the 

mob . As , with rocks and beer cans smashing at the windows, 

she was able to drive off , he pushed through to where the 

white man lay . With the hoots and jeers of ·rioting youths 

ringing in his cars, J . C . helped him, also, to escape . 

By one A.M., police o fficers and sheriff ' s deputies 

had surrounded and blocked off an area several blocks square. 



te-.,,.s• 4' 

'1"'~ 
Firemen began to extinguish the flames 

had spread to several other three 

businesses in which they had, originally, been se . No 

resistance was met . Control was soon re-establish 

Because of the absence of the· Chief of Policei Governor 

Claude Kirk placed Sheriff Beard in charge of the 

forces of the police and sheriff ' s department~.. 
• 

hours the situatio~ remained quiet 

but tense . Rumors became as abundant as flies in a stable . 

By the afternoon of Monday, June 12 , the sheriff's and police ' 

f orces had both been fully committed. The men were tired . 

There were none in reserve . 

As a precautionary measure the Sheriff decided to 

request that a contingent _of the National Guard be made 

available to the city. 

Late in the afternoon Mayor Nick Nuccio and Governor 
a.f(.i....'ic..,~ ~ 

with the resi e nts the ~cntral Park ';' illage tj 
are ing, charged with hostility , in 

which every speaker , both white and Neg ro , was booed aJ:l.Q 

hissed . Although there had been no massive r esistance to 

the integration of school s and facilities in the city and 

o fficials prided t hemse l ves on the supposedly good r a ce 

r elations , the fact tha t Negroe s, who make up almost 20 

perce nt of the populat ion, h ave had no one to represent them 

in posittons o f policy or power , and therefore felt that 
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they had no one to whom to appeal for a redress of grievances, 

had built up frustrations to the ·boiling point . 

There was no Negro on the City Council; none of the 

School Board; none on the all-white Fire Department; none of 

high -rank on the Police Force. f our opt of every ten Neg r oes-
lived in shacks with broken window panes , leaking q as , and 

holes in the walls through which rats scampered . Rents were 

fifty to sixty dollars a month . Recreational facilities 

were few. · Those that did exist lacked equipment and super-· 

v isors . Young toughs preempted and -. intimidated the children 

who tried to use them. 

Education provided by the schools was so limited that 

the majority of Negroes never reached the eighth grade . 

Of every 1 , 000 Negro students who graduated from high school , 

· o nly 28 could attain the minimum passing score on t he State's 

1f.r.ege entrance examination . 

A difference of at least three- a nd-a-half years in 

educational attainment separated the average Negro and white 

Fifty-five per cent of the Negroes in Tampa were 

in unskilled jobs. More than one half of the families 

hid incomes of less than $3 , 000 a year . The result was that 

40 percent of the children lived in broken homes , and the 

city ' s crime rate was among the top 25 percent in the nation. 

Although the meeting between the residents and the 

of ficials broke up without concrete iesults , the Gov e rnor 
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believed it had enabled the residents to let off steam. 

That evening, as National Guard troo~s supplanted 

local forces in maintaining a perimeter and establishing 

roving patrols, anti-poverty workers went from door to 

door, urging citizens to stay off the streets. 

A reported attempt by Black Muslims to incite people 

failed. Although there were scattered reports ·of tro'uble 

from several areas of the city, and a few fires were set 
'2. 

~ goodly propbrtion of them in vacant buildings -- there 

were no major incidents. 

(Three youths were arrested when discovered with a 

molotov cocktails. They were white. They were 

only firebugs caught during the riot.) 

All during the next day false reports poured into 

Police Headquarters. Normal, everyday scenes took on 

menacing tones. Twenty Negro men, bared to the waii~, and 

carrying clubs, wer~ reported to be gathering. They turned 

out to be construction workers . 

Mayor Nuccio continued, with uncertain success , to meet 

with residents. At their suggestion that the man most likely 

to carry weight with the youngsters was Coach Jim Williams, 

he placed a call to Tallahasse e, where Williams was . attending 

a Coaching Clinic. 

An impressive-looking man with graying hair, Williams 

had been the football coa ch at . the high school s e rving the 

c e ntral city. A year earlier he had become an assistant 
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coach at Louisiana 's Southern Univ6rsity, the same schoo 

Ra~ Brown hid atte nded . 

It was almost 48 hours after the shooting of 

Chambers that Williams arrived in Tampa. Together with 

another coach he went to the Greek Stand, a hangout for 

kids, where, he discovered , plans were being formulated 

for the throwing of rocks and molotov cocktails that evening. e:('
,Wlc . 

~e o f hj s focteall players at Sewt~Q.ilii'.A ll.Ail'Qliility, J. Es, C ._i!fi!),.•J 
a rf?s i clen:t ef qJan11sa . Coach Williams enlisted his aid.~ --

In another part of the city a physician and an attorney, 

both Negroes, began similarly to att~mpt to turn the youths 
.......

~'},'J into cons tructive behavior7l The idea of a Youth Patrol,

;,J ,/- which would take over responsibility from police for patrol­

q;t.G• / lin~~ the ti_;_ouple a rea ~ was fo,rmulated. White armbands --
~.ILi 'Ac .,,,.,. ,,..,c,.,__, ,."/cNWf#IIJ 

- oPR- andJ.,!-atC'l white hats -- were chose for the p ur~ e of iden.1 -; 
,...,~ • t:• ~~· • .., • .,_, t .~,,~· '"•~,•r" .ification. ~ heriff Bear ecided to ta e a e II,;."?--,,•
t ~ ·. · Patrol.{,/11-..,Jniit Li;~"!) ~•c ~•-.c . J •"'' 

• • .#At4'1r1 -,,. _,/1~ 
l~~,-UI~, During the nex~ twenty-four hours 126 youths, some ,,,,.,.,~ ~, 

">,, cl"!J whom had participated in the riot, were recruited into ~•-M1 ~,.__,"_.,
the patrol. Of the leade rs , four-fifths were high school #f"-7.4 • -,1e4.. ; 

dropouts . ~ ~ r•~ _.,,,,,,....__~ ~~.JI~ 
the inquiry into the death of Martin i•~■-,• . 

Upon the verdict that the officer had &-~.,,.I',.,. '1 ,,.,.,,.._,.~ 
(MJ- J;:Jed the shot justifiably and in the line of duty, apprehen-

J;t,Ji,J,J sion rose tha t trouble would erupt again. Neverthele ss, 

,.JJ;tJ,Jadespite the fact that t he v e r dict was not to their liking , 

,., -'-'- the "'h1· te • t'? "4 1 • VJ "lW'f- ~ - ~ •fl- I~ vv Hut s c ont inue d to ke e p order . C-- 111.A,,O -·"'b -
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On Monday, June 12th, while Tampa was ~.$moldering,,_,,_. 

discontent erupted in Cincinnati, 940 miles to the north. 

The issue there, too, was a killing. 
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CINCINNATI 

We.A.IL tentative identification of the strangler indicated him to 
us Is I ) , 

~,..~""" be a Negro, a new element of tension was injec~ed into re­
~ 

lations between the races~ 
l"\ Colo., . 

In Decembe5Aa jazz player named Posteal Laskey, was 

arrested and charged with one of the murders. In May:,ft-

196~ he was convicted and sentenced to death. Although two· 

of the principal witnesses against Laskey were Negroes, 

many persons in the Negro comMunity felt that because of the 

charged atmosphere he had · not received a fair trial. They 

were even further incensed when a white man, convicted of Mt "" a..s la.-f~ 
~ .\sa.o:n,.,, :1 ~ :f'r-1 C "' 

l k•llift! his ~ · fM!-!llef!l'!1 , received a suspended sentence. 
J:- ,JJ;~""~ 

Despite the fact that the cases were z.wg:::;:(' ali I 

al.i~e,-there was talk in the Negro community that the dif­

ference in the severity of sentences was indicative of the 

double standard of justice for white and black. 

Following Laskey's conviction a drive began in the 

community to raise funds for an appeal. Laskey•~ cousin, 

Peter Frakes, began walking the streets ~ carryin~ a sand-
s L • ) 

wich board4-...i.,1,@,i;~i..i~ Et-,:;f!e- ---tJ key ¥re " After 

warning him several times about his activities, police 
s 

mailto:board4-...i.,1,@,i;~i
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arrested Frakes on Saturday, June 10, on a c rge of ~t.C.-. 
violating the city's "11ti Je i t!e rh., ordinance. ~ J. ;toia f LJ:t~~ 

. , R pair
( A major portion of the Negro community · lookcd upon 

ANT• - (..,:,1 T~ ' "' • t° · '!}
theAordinance as an anti-Negro one. Between January and \ 

June, 1966, of -some 240 persons arrested under it ~ 

been Negro. 

· Frakes was arrested at 12:35 A.M. on Sunday morning, 

June 11. That evening, concurrent with the commencement of 
~+wo 

a Baptist Convention, Dr • .Mart~ther King spoke l:ft efte-

Qf -he churches. Following the~speechJit was announced that 

a meeting to protest the Frakes 

Jn~ g~oin,n£.e would be held 

high school in the Avondale 8 ist1isb . ~. 

§!:out· realizing the implication, Cincinnati over 

the years had been making protests through political and 

non-violent channels more and more difficu~ It seemed 

more and more futile to the young, militant element in the 

Negro community to a~ide by accepted procedure. . /• 

Although the city's Negro P?PUlation had been rising 
I • 

swiftly; and in 1967 135,000 out .of the city's 500,000 

residents were Negroes, there was only one Negro sitting on 
I 

·the City Councii.L the 1950 1 s, with a far smaller Negro ~ · 1 "v-;.c'-r 
a.+tt"",~ lv 1/1 7 . 

pop_ulation, ;;:e:;_ ad been two a~e~~ ~ 

~~h~ri°ti.._~~s Vt.Mte~~~....,ec-'t~t--=a~~e :~l~~ti~:.» . 

~ ":::i~;~+,'~ UMU,liUl"sh\V\e .,..._, 

[s v Cw-lS it,,L7 ,J ~ IV c. 
~ ~,v-•~ ~· ..,.._,,,,~.,,_,&,)n-. 1'-.c, C.,-r..., ~ 

~ - ~,JI.I'- 4\ '~ 
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Although 40 percent of the school children were Negro., 

there was only one Negro on the Board of Education. Of 81 

members of various city commissions, onlt ~:me , was \a..:_ Negro. . 
~ 'po.\ db~ :> o.. new 

a Picket~l'\g _'!..t - _the _cons~ruction of a _new/\city cohven-
~ n~-~ ~~~••

tion hall, to protest lack of NegroA.repro~oRtiNl~iOI\ in ')(
I , 

building trades unions, produced no results. When ~~'to 
\<' 

,'('I 

Fred Shuttlesworth ·, who had led the Negroes in the Bir'mingham ~"1;, / 

marc-h of 1963, staged a protest against alleged discrimina- ~ii:: 
tory practices at the County Hospital, he and his followers D\

f \ lf .S. 

were arrested for trespassing. · The Rev. Shuttlesworth, 
~ 0---~ 

sentenced to jail, had his sentence suspended and was placed ~SO"#-- ~ 

na ,ll i\ ,-. 
on probation. By this device the court kept him under its 

jurisdiction, and prevented him from leading further non-

violent protests. 

Traditional Negro leaders drawn from an affluent and 

conservative middle cl~ss became more and more discredited _ h,~A 
as granqiose promises~enerated ~ petty results. Of "R:: ' 

" ' ).. , . ~ 
- 2,000 jo~epe~iR~s -talked about for young Negroes in the · 

I 

spring of 1967, ·only 65 materialized. Almost one out of 

every 8 Cincinnati Negroes . was unemployed. Two_ out of every 

five Negro families were living on the border of poverty or 

.below. 
~~-¾\cS)'\

A study of the West End gi&~riet of the city indica-

ted that one out of every four Negro men living there was 

out of work. In one public housing area two-thirds of the 

fathers were missing from the home. Of private housing 



occupied by Negroes, one-fourth was overcrowded and half 

was dilapidated. 

In the 90 degree . temperature of Monday, June 12th, 

hundred~ of Negro kids roamed the streets. The two swim--
ming pools available to them could accommodate only a 

handful. In the Avondale ~ieR, which had~ a few - ~~¾1 

years before, been a prosperous middle class communitr 

Negro youths watched white workers going to their jobs in 

white-owned stores and businesses. One youth began to 

count the number of delivery trucks being driven by Negroes 

;Po1i '-Q. During the course of the afternoon, of the 52 trucks he 
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~~~w 

~ o.., ~ 
1'.MI-- . 
~ ~~ 
~ C,11'1, ,.,.,n ,} 
~ 

~~ 
~ 

~~· 
counted, only one had a Negro driver.~ 

-1,. ~"'t--J. ,..:O a.ll bI Q..;,- --V " J.0 1:t.~ he youths up an impromptu p.i.eh,e• l..i.ae ✓ Trucks~ ....Y .... Iv ~. ---
~oJL 
O"\A ..ot• were prevented from making deliveries. The police were ~ · f ~ 
10~ 

·called. Although, for the moment, trouble was avoided,t1t\•S"•---f 
v~ '~- dissatisfaction hung like a Damocles sword in the air. 
-L( ~~.U,,Ulf" 

The police department mobilized its forces for a 

~~ possible disturbance. However, because of complaints from 

.Negro militants that the police themselves were an inciting 

factor -- some months earlier, following a speech by Stokely· 1 
I 

Carmichael, a crowd had gathered and burned the car of a 

plainclothesman -- it was decided to w~thhold the police 

from the immediate area of the scheduled protest meeting< ,. ,. "' 
, J.' ? 

that evening. \ 

11i app@l!U!'i& 2s if tbjs 12QJ.ic~ - 1tU,.g..~ aliMi~-..:1c.a:1,iia.;1.,Q,,'-'ili,,..ii!• 
,-r., fZ. vii t1'i 

·•eual!a 'Ih a ....,.. g 1 £ Lbs JiiJ Jy 
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estate broker arose to defend both the police and the 

anti-loitering ord~nance. The largely youthful, militant 

audience was incensed. When the meeting broke up 

as hurled through the window of a ne~ . t small*:~=•s..': r:;::f'"~:.~""' \OJ! «q
t"'\ A'.✓bcc O I ' J. f ""- ) 9 - Jiii: Ae.-- - f O • CG Z 

The police were able to react quickly. There was 

only one major confrontation between them and the f 
~ 
ob. 

Little resistance was offered. 

Although windows were broken in some two dozen stores, 

was virtually no looting. There were 14 . arrests, 

some of them not connected with the disturbance 'Ktmong. -
T ~ w~~ 

r-.....~ 7 otl those arrested was a ••Ii« community worker ,,1study!Jl.g for a 
~-~~ -

doctorate at Brandeis University. Called to the area to help 

people off the streets, he was charged with loitering. 

The next morning it was stated by the judge of the 

Municipal Court, before whom most of the persons charged were 

be brought, that he intended to mete out maximum sentences 

anyone found guilty of a riot-connected offense. Although 

intended the statement to act as a deterrent against 

further violence, to many persons in the Negro community it 

appeared further evidence of di~criminatory justice. . 
. a... l,~~ ~ e\~"1ek) ff._\~ ~ c..~~ 

· Tuesday morning, .J J aeffla,uie s4iefM!'li £Fem fi~Q MeAday 

~ 
presented to the municipa l gove rnMent. 
~ 

were aememds fe r repeal of the loitering law, re-

lease of all pris oners arrest e,d during the disturbance, full 

H£ I nt for Negroe s, and equa l justice in the courts. r. ·-
-" 
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Municipal officials agreed that the .city council would 
po,~rs 

c~E, -
·cons id~ ~ il0Rl;,u1101a . Officials, however, rejected the call 

t~at they attend an open-air meeting of residents in~ 

~ Avondale Beo~MR that evening. City leaders did not want to 
~ 

~-~l'Y n give stature to the militants by acknowledging them as the 
V-..,.S 

v••rtl•..t de facto representatives of the community. Yet, by all indi-
l\~1 11',S 

, ations, the militants . were the only persons with influence 
~StV I ~ 

people on the streets. 

Mayor Walter 1: Ba.chrach declared .that he was "quite 

surprised" by the disturbance because the council had ''worked 

like hell" to help Negroes. 

When no city official appeared at the meeting that 

evening, the throng that had assembled quickly began to mill 

about. Shortly before 7:00 P.M. rocks began to be thrown. 

At 7:15, according to the chief of police, "All hell broke 

loose. 11 

Looting commenced, ·fires were set, firemen were stoned. 

·Like fragments of an exploding bombshell, the riot spread to 

other sections of the city. Vehicles were stoned ·and burned. 

A paper company was set afire and damag·ed extensively. 

though the police force was at maximum strength, 

and rapidity with which the disorder spread made 

that city police would not, alcne, be able to cope with it. 

Shortly before 10:00 P.M., after a request .for aid .to 

-surrounding communities, a call was put in to the Governor 

asking for mobilization of the National Guard. 
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At 2:30 A.M. Wednesday the first units of the National 

Guard appeared on the streets. rhere was a policy of restraint 

in the use of weapons. Few shots were fired. Despite fears 
sA-m~

of a clash between Negroes and ~em~ -- white Southern 

Appalachian Migrants whose economic conditions paralleled 

those of the Negroes -- such a clash never developed. 

Even though scattered incidents occurred -for three 

days after the arrival of the National Guard, the riot never 

again threatened to get out of hand. 

Of 63 reported injuries, only 12 were serious enough 

to require hospitalization. Of the 107 persons arrested 

Tuesday night, when the main disturbance took place, 75 were 

21 years of age or younger. Of the total of 404 ·persons 

rrested during the riot, 338 were 26 years of age or~ 
~ 

•,A4 • .., 
~.u. .. ,.., 

~ Go? , • .) 

..-.-~.._,,- ~ 
4 

°'" \ , s1 t 
~ ~,+J.)t••~

..-:;; 
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. ATLANTA 

' 

As Rap Brown arrived in Cincinnati on Thursday, J 

June 15, to attempt to exploit the riot situation 
-z 

SNCC' s home base of Atlanta, Georgia,. was begi'hning ,to fer-

ment. Rapid industrialization following tvorld War II, f'l~ 
coupl~d with annexations that quadrupled the area of the 

city, . had made Atlanta a vigorous and booming community. 

Pragmatic business and political eaders the city
7 .,-

the}{eputat i ot. of the ."Moderate strongh~ld of the Deep 

South." ~fl54 :. "c (,) 
• • , I 

Nevertheless, although integration of schools and 

fac<t'rities has been accepted, the fact that the city is 

the headquarters for both civil rights organizations and 

segregationist elements, makes the modus vivendi between 

the races a tenuous one. 

The rapidly growing Negro population, which, by the 

summer of 1967, had reached an estimated 44 percent and was 

scattered in sev?fl ghettos throughout the city, was main-
"2 ~-

1
taining constant pressure on surrounding white residential 

reas._ Blockbusting tactics were frequently and successfully 

ut~ed,. On one occasion the city barricaded a road to 

prevent movement between white and Negro areas. The city 
.. 

police were constantly under pressure to keep marches and 

countermarches of civil rights and white supremicist organi­

zations from flaring into violence. 

Following the ~tal ~coting of a Negro by a police 

officer in September of 1966, only the dramatic ghetto 

' 
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-appearance of Mayor Ivan Allen, Jr., without police pro- X 
tection, had averted a riot. 

Boasting that Atlanta had the largest KKK membership 

in the country the Klan, on June 4, 1967, marched through 
·,a 

one of the poorer Negro sections. Only ,massive police 

escort prevented a racial clash. 

According to Mayor Allen, 55 percent of municipa~ x -
employees hired in 1967 were Negroes, and Negroes now make 

up approximately 28 .percent of the city work force. Of 

908 police department employees, 85 are Negro, one of the 

higher percentages among major city police departments in 

the nation. 

Yet the progress made has served more to reduce th'D CZ~ 
1 

level of inequality than to create equal conditions am~ 

blacks and whites. Different pay scales for black and 

white municipal employees ~erforrning the same jobs had 

recently been eliminated. 

.. Indic~tions ar_e, in fact, that the economic and edu­,, 
cational gap between the black and white populations is 

increasing. The average white Atlantan is a high school 

graduate; the average Negro Atlantan has not even 

from grammar school. 

The median income of a Negro family is less than half 

of white's $6,350 a year, and 48 percent of Negroes earn less 

than $3,000 a year. Fifty percent of the men work in un­

skilled jobs, and many more Negro women than men, 7.9 percent 
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as against 4.9 percent of t~e respsective work forces, 

hold well-paying, white collar jobs. 

Living on marginal incomes in cramped and deterior 

ting .quarters one-third of the housing was overcrowdedv~....___-

and more than half deteriorated -- families were breaking 

up at an increasing rate. In approximately four out of 

every ten Negro homes the father was missing. In the cas 

of families living in public housing projects, more than 

60 percent of the fathers are missing. 

The Mayor estimated there were 25,000 jobs in th~ 

city waiting to be filled because people don't have t:::J 
education or skills to fill them. Yet overcrowding in Negro 

schools has forced the scheduling of extended and double 

sessions. Although Negroes comprised 60 percent of the 

school population there are 14 white high schools compared 

to 9 Negro. Whereas the white high scl\.ool student attendedffft .°' g~ b~ 1cj~ ~ ~ ~ 
classes six and a half hours a day, the ~egroAattended only ' 

4 /1 

four and a half hours. In one case, elementary school 

children were forced to attend classes -in a church. 

One of the daily papers in Atlanta still advertises 

jobs by race, and in some industrial plants there are still 
.. 

Negro jobs and white jobs, with little chance for advance-

ment by Negroes. A major industrial plant, ~ith a work force 

of 26,400, has 1,910 Negro employees. 

It was shortly after 8:00 P.M. on Saturday, June 17 

that a young Negro, E. w., carrying a can of beer, attempted 



to enter the . Flamingo Grill _in t~c Dixie l_!j.lJ..s Shopping 
,.. · -5etu", tr.~.. .. ~ ~ 

Center. -When a a I t.e Negro_jguarc "o'~d ihe youth he 
1 

t; . , vt. 'I .· · ~ltc~ wtre ~«tfeJ -fu 
could not enter a se~f f ~ ensuedy a;; officers e••••--~t•• · 

the guard""s1 aid. E.W. the person of_,,, received support in 
.• '2 

his 19-yea·r old sister, who flailed away at the §.t i'C?eiiJ ·· 
r 

with her purse. Another 19-year old Negro youth entered 

the<it!:§ All three were arrest ed by tk£ po{,~-e. ~~ · 
4' 7:

Although some 200 to 300 persons had been rawn to 

the scene of the incident, when police asked them to dis­

perse they complied. 

Because the area is isolated from the city in terms 

of transportation, and there are few recreational facili­

ties, the shopping center is~ natural gathering place. 

he next ~ i ght : . Sunday! an even bigger crowd was ~anging ~ 
around. 

; 

,.,__z During the 9our~e of the evening Stokely Carmichael,. - -
wearing plaid shorts, a green Malcolm X sweatshirt, sun 

. glasses and sandals, appeared, together with several followers. 

Approaching a police captain, Carmichael asked why there were 

so many police cars in the .area. Informed that they were 

there to make sure there was no disturbance, Carmichael 

l _r started dancing up and down, clapping h~s hands and singing 

n_ot1b-'th~~ 
removed/t Carmichael he 
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was much bitterness among residents about their inabi~t~ /?CID 
to get the city government to correct conditions and make ' 

improvements. Petitions would be acknowledged, but. never 

acted upon. Because elections were on an at-large basis, 

only one of 16 councilmen was a Negro, and many black wards 

were represented by white councilmen~ 

Demands for a swimming pool, for an access road to a 

nearby _city park, for rodent and pest control, for better 

li hting and better -garbage collection, had been to no avail. 
~ , 

_ he r ·esidents mingled and discussed th~ievances, ijt'? 6) 
~ e-6"""'-""\ cm; ) ~ 4i, 1 (V

was decided to organizel\a protest meeting ila the followin 

night. 

Upon his release from · jail Monday morning, Carmichael 

declared that the black people were preparing to r ·esist 

"armed aggression" by the police by whatever 

. Shortly thereafter in the Dixie Hills Shopping Center, 

which had been closed ~w~for the da~, a -drunk, usi:og a . 

broom handle, ~an _to pound on th0 e ll of a burglar _alarm. 

When officers responded and requested>im to stop hitting 
~ 

~ . • I -
. 

. 
the bell, the drunk complied, and began l=H:tting the officers. 

In the ensuing scuffle several bystanders int~rvened. One of 

the officers drew his service revolver and fired, ~up~rfi­

cially wounding Ji@unk. 
Tension rose. App~ i ma tely 250 persons were· present 

2, at that evening's meet i'tHJ 
~ 

,,,, en 
~ 

a numbe r o f Negro leaders . 

urged the_ submission of a pe tition of grievances through l ega l 

channels, the reception was tepid. Whe n Carmichae l took · to 
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the podium, urgi~g Negroes "to take to the streets and force 

the police department to work until they fall in their 

tracks," the response was tumultuous . 

The press quoted him as continuing: "It's not a 

question of · 1aw and order. · Ne are not concerned with peace.><::' 

We are concerned with the liberation of black people. Ne 

have to build a revolution." 

As the people present at the meeting poured into the 

street they were joined by others. The crowd soon numbered 

an estimated 1,000. ;ifty' of these began throwing .rocks and.):: 

bottles at the 4~fice~s on the scene. 

Reinforceclt'f>W~!'her officers, police, firing over 

the heads of the crowd, quickly regained control. Of the ten 

persons arrested, six_were 21 years of · age or ·younger, and 

only one was in his thirties. 

The next morning city equipment appeared in the area 

to begin work ·on the long-delayed projects demand the 
1 

I . 1 . I '- ---
citizens ♦ It was 1':flnounced a Negro Youth Cgr-~s would be es-

tablished along the lines of the Tampa White Hats. 

SNCC responded that volunteers would be selling their 

"Black brothers out," and would be viewed as "Black Traitors," 
. . 'N'C\ 1,

to be dealt with in the "manner we see fit." Ja~ , 

during the course. of the summer the 2~ 

youths participating in the corps played an important rol~ 

nting a major outbreak. ,.,,.~ 

AR'"[~~ ~ gc~-Z.(7 re s _;,, ~n ts wa s c a llc,rl fo'i/"·tr, 
-""'-~~.ve-n i n~ -IJ Ai. :its conclusion 200 prof.es ten:; i•lere met l:ty JO.{) 

.(l.tt., tliU,V:!} 
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I 
• I_ IIboys down the street, their feet. 

In response, several shots emanated from police ranks, 
. . '..-/

~hich, . in that vicinit~, c o'nsisted mostly of Negro officers. 

The discharge fron one shotgun struck in_ the midst of 

several persons sitting on the front porch of a house. A 

46-year old man was killed. A 9-year old boy was c~itically 

injured. 

~ .~e to-t-.lp till ? as er IL] tfi Pfl •• if tl'rn efforts-
. .

of neighborhood worl;ers who cJ.~lated-tlu.·ough the area, ·.. ; . · : ·· 
1 11 J .f~ 1 ~ • . .... 'I , , . . '\, · 

· 1~~n9 the _-_x:~_st<?ration of order,~ ~ further vio~ence ensued. 
~(II' , . . . . J / ,. . -~ . (I ':1""11 When H. ·Rap Brown, ·who ·had returne to the city that "'tfter-

noon, went to othe·r Negro areas in an ~ttempt to initiat~ a 

demonstration against the shooting 

porch, .he met with no response. 

\ 

J 
I 

https://to-t-.lp
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NEWARK 

/ 
Newark was just At a tumultuous 

meeting of the Planning Board that lasted until four o'clock 
s<2,)/ 

in the morning of that same \vednesday night, speaker after t-{b.\-<-' 

speaker from the Negro ghetto arose to denounce the city's -st-I · 
I'/' IC; 1~-t I~ .... P&J'-) . ) 

intent to turn over@acres in _the heart of the Central , 

Ward as a site for the .State's new medical and dental college.,) 

Such was the growing oppositi6n to Mayor Bugh Addonizio's 

ad~inistration by the black residents of the city that both 

the Planning Boar.d and the Board of Education had been ~ara~ 

¼27ze,d, Tension had been rising so steadily throughout the 

northern New Jersey area that, in the first week of June, 

Col. David Kelly, head of the State Police, had met with 

chiefs of police of most of the municipalities to draw up 

plans for state police support of city police in riot ~itua­

tions. Nowhere was the tension greater than in Newark. 

where did the city administration seem less aware of it. 

Founded in 1666, the city rises from the salt narshcs 

. ' of -New Jersey where the PassaicRiver opens into Newark Bay,
! 

a part of the Greater New York City port complex. Although 

its popul a tion of 400,000 still ranks it 30th among American 

municipalities, for the past 20 years the city has been 

collapsing upon itself like a balloon from which the Rir is 

. ., L 
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seeping. By the 1950's it had built up vaster areas of --=------- - - - . 

dilapidated housing than any other city of its size in . the ~ 

nation. Steadily its population moved to the suburbs. 

In the late 1950's the movement became a rout. Between 

1960 and 1966, 80,000 white reside~': the cit;y~ Replac-

ing then/ in areas where living conditions were . so bad that,,._ r•,.__ c.,, ~'1 & ? 
according to a prominent member of the County Bar Asso~ation,.. ~ • 

"People would be kinder to their pets,.~ re Negro migrants, 

i( Cubans and Puerto Ricans. In six yea.rs the city switched 

from 65 percen~ white to 52 percent Negro aid 10 percen·t 

Puerto Rican and Cuban. Its government, however, remained 

almost totally white. 

On both the City Council and the Board of Education, 4Jf;: 
,JeA/.,.oe-s· ,,;., ~N,!Ja. li•d J,•-+ "ef"~~ G. J 

seven of nine members were white. f-on other key boards the -J k.u,( },'ttlc. 
O\o- ~ t<~I+ 

ratio was the same or worse. In the Central Nard, over ofJ Ii'~ ,'1 
G~. J. 

which the medical college controversy raged, the Negro con-

stituents and their white Councilman found t~emselves on 
7

::;::f::ffillt'!r'
opposite sides of almcst every crucial issue. 

The municipal administration lacked the ability to 

respond quickly enough to navigate the swiftly changing 

currents. Even had it exercised the utmost astuteness, it 

lacked the financial \<herewi thal to ·significantly affect 

the course of events. 

In 1962 seven-term Congressman, Hugh Ad<lonizio, had 

forged m Italian-Negro coalition to overthrow long-time 
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Irish control of the City Hall. A chunky athlete who had 

. been a third-string quarterback during Fordham's football 

heydays, he had compiled a distinguished war record. A 

liberal in Congress, Addonizio, · when he became mayor, opened 

his door to all people. Negroes who had been excluded from 

the previous administration began to be brought into the 

government. 

Nevertheless, progress was slow. As the Negro popula­

tion bounded upward, more and more of the politically oriented 

found the progress inadequate. 

The Negro-Italian coalition began to develop strains over]~ 
the issue of the olice , The police were largely Italian: · 

the persons they arrested largely Negro. Community leaders ~ 

agreed that, as in most police forces, there was a small ._11 -~ - ~ &#. 
- - -.././"" W \l'N~\ \ l. 

minority of officers who abused their re__pponsibility ~ This~"" • 

conversely, gave_, ·an aura of credibility to malefactors who 
. ._,l!t,r- e.,-o-c.: 

screamed "Brutalityl." every time they were caught. / ~ 
$ ~ V C...- ~ ~ U ~,e.e._ j ~ ~ -- y e...,.~ J ~ I" ~ ;i, , 

In 1965 Mayor Addonizio, acknowledging that there was 

"a small group of misguided individuals" in the department, 

declared that "it is vital to establish once and for all, 

in the rainds of the public, that charges of alleged police 

brutality will be thoroughly investigated and the appro-

priate legal or punitive action be taken if the charge s are 

found to be substantiat ed. 

Pulle~ one way by the Negro citizens who wanted a Police 

Review Boa rd and the other by the police, who adamantly 
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opposed it, the Mayor decided to buck all complaints against 

the police to the FBI for investigation. Since the FBI was­

not conceived as an agency to investigate municipal police 

departments, and could act only if there had been a viola­

tion of a person's civil rights, it quickly became clear 

that a complaint., after being filed, w~uld not be heard of ( '1 ) 
. -rV:. ~ ~., ~f~vt-. ~ ~J ~ ~ ,'/4,,.,,, -/ ,._ ~ - ~Qr"'"'--Y 

again. iy --~ ~ ~ _f/,/-~~, -7; n v l •----½ c ~ -.-; ,-,,.,-­
~-fl~ -/t.__.,,. ~ ~J--1~ -J;,, ke.-/ , 
Nor was ttlere much redress for other complaints. The 

city had no money with which to redress them. 

The City had already reached its legal bonding limit, 

yet expenditures continued to outstrip income. $200 million 

was needed for new school construction. Health and welfare 

costs were 20 times as great as for some of the surrounding 

communities. Cramped by its small land area of 23 square 

miles, ·one-third of which was taken up by Newark Airport 

and unusable marshland, the city had nowhere to expand. 

Taxable property was, in fact, contracting as land 

was cleared for urban renewal and then lay fallow year after 

year. Property taxes had been increased beyond the point 

·of profitable return By the fall of 1967 they were to 

~~ ,...r.:each $776 on a $10,:00 house -- more than double that of 

~~r~~ suburban communities. As a ·result, people were refusing to 

either own or renovate property in the city • . Seventy four 

percent of whites and 87 per cent of Negroes rented the 

places in which they lived. Whoeve·r wa s able to move to · 
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the subµrbs, moved, yet continued to work in the city. 

During the daytime Newark more than doubled its popula-
. 70 .... e, ~ 0""1tk..&-1S ~ .,..., C. ~ ••• <. I"\~.....-{ 1.- i.,t't. l}.a....~,-t \:I'-""(' I t- ' 'U,.­

tion. <> ~ b~ · () ... ~~ 11-,.-r- .. ~. ;~'l- . f'H-r/d..J I , ttL.t- f--
G,~o, --J ~,~~cJ "o11-l.,.~i bc-t-~ ft•}t.- .. ...., 1,,,,..ut.t~ss ~c:o.:t1~ ....,.,...,,,f 
As a result it was forced to provide services for -44--c--,·«f,½, 

C.O..,f.,~ .,.,,_J I~ 

people contributing nothing financially to the city. Yet ,;9l,.,f,.f 
b~1~.1the city's per capita out_lay for .·police, fire protection and ..vv"-e..t . 

other municipal services continued to increase. By 1967 

it was twice that of the surrounding area. 

Consequently, there was less money to spend on educa._ 

tion. Newark'~ per capita outlay on schools was considerably 

less than that of surrounding communities. Yet within the 

~~ school system_are 78,0_Q_Q_g.hildr~n, 28,000 JnO.Ee-than 

in the 1950's. X 
Most school buildings are ·over 50 years old. Twenty 

thousand pupils are on double sessions. The dropout rate 

is estimated to be as high as 33 percent. Over half of the adult 

Negro population has less than an 8th grade education. 

The resulting cycle of high unemployme~t, family break­

up and crime, was present in all its elements. An estimated 

20 percent of young Negroes were without jobs. Forty percent 

of Negro children lived in broken homes. Despite the fact 

that Newark maintained the largest police force of any major 
Als ,_,,.;.,,~·~ta.Ao••'~ M", 

city, it also had the bighest crime rate • • p ~£. :f--.. .-.1..A-J,·c..'h, ,-.J, ·qiv.,,,i 
M.;f-e----< ""',,..i---f',i/ r..::tl ~ ~\er,- t--.>f-e.. o,I he- TJ ~q ~ 

· Under such conditions a major segment of the Negro r", :t r""'? 
population became more and more Eta;D Since they were 

large ly excluded from positions of traditiona l political 
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power, they made use of the antipoverty program,in which 

poor people were guaranteed greater representation, as a 

political springboard. 

When it became known that the 

of Education intended to retire June 

d~gree in accounting, for the position. The ~ayer, howev 

had already decided upon a white man. Since the white man ) 

had only a high school education, and almost 80 percent of \ 

the school children in the system were Negro, the issue of 

who was to obtain the secretaryship, a lucrative and power­

ful position, quickly became a cause celebre. 

Joined with the issue of the 146-acre medical school 

site, the area of which was triple· the original request, an 

expansion regarded by the militants as a ploy to dilute 

black political power by moving our Negro residents -- the 

Board of Education battle brought on a dire confrontation 

between the mayor and the militants. Both sides refused to 

alter their positions. The impasse was complete and 

explosive. 

Into this impasse stepped a Washingto~ Negro named 

Albert Roy Osborne. A 42-year old flamboyant former wig 

salesman who called himself Colonel Hassan Jeru-Ahmed, he 

presided over a mythical "Black Liberation Army." Articulate 
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and magnetic, Colonel Hassan proved to be .a one-man . show. ijeJ 

brought Negro residents flocking to Board af Education~ 

Planning Board meetings. The Colonel was not afraid to speak 

in violent terms, nor to back his words with violent action. 

In one instance he tore the tape from a tape recorder, so 

that there would be no record of the meeting •. For good 

measure, one of his lieutenants smashed the recorder a ainst 

As it became more and more evident to the 

that, though they might not be able to prevail~ they could 

prevent the normal transaction of business, they began to 

taste victory. Throughou_t ·the months of May and June speaker 

after speaker warned that if the mayor continued to persist 

in naming a wh~te man as Secretary to the Board of Education, 

and in moving ahead with plans for the medical school site, 

violence would ensue. The Administration played down the 

threats. 
. . 

The sta te ·police set up command post in th~ ..:N~wark_) . 

I •\.. armory. 

On June 27th, when a new Secretary was to be named, 

the militants, led by CORE, disrupted and took over the 

m~eting. The result was a stalemate. The incumbent secre­

tary decided to stay on another year. No one was satisfied. 

At the beginning of July, 44, 00_0 unemployed were K 

roaming the streets of the city. Their ranks were swelled 
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by an estimated 20,000 teenagers who, with school out and 

the curtailment of the summer recreation progr.am because 

of a cutback in Federal funds, had no place to go. 

On July 8th an encounte.r between Black Muslims and ,... ' . 
. ·p.olice took place on the East Orange-Newark border ·11 - Blat l y 

.. . . · t ' _,... , , •. _ ,./ / ·" .....,. ·. ,· r: - '~ ► ...... , • ,,, ,, •·. '" y ' . 

. . £ ~ on . the evening of July 12t!1, ·a cab driver by the name of John 
s 

Smith, began (according to police reports) tailgating a 

Newark police car. 

Smith was un unlikely candidate to set a riot in 

motion. Forty years old, a Georgian by birth, he had attended 

eoJlege for a year . before entering the .United States Army 

in 1950. In 1953 he had been honorably discharged with the 

, rank of Corporal. A chess~playing trumpet player, he had 

worked as a musician and _a factory hand before, in 1963, 

becoming a cab driver. 

As a cab driver, he appeared to be a distinct hazard. 

Within a relatively short period of time he had eight or nine 

accidents. His license was revoked. When, with q woman 

passenger in his cab, he was stopped by the police, he was 

in violation of that revocation. 

From the twin high-rise towers of the Reverend ·william 

P. Hayes Housing Project, the residents can look down upon 

the 4th ~recinct Police Station and observe every movement. 

With its orange-red brick facade, the three-story structure 

looks more li~e a schoolhouse than a police station. 

https://progr.am


out of their 

windows saw Smith, who either refused, or was unable to 

walk, being _dragged out of a police car and into the front 

door of the station. Within a few ritinutes at le-ast two 

civil ·. rights leaders had r ece ived calls from a hysterical ' )(" 

woman declaring a cab driver was being beaten by the . police. 

Simultaneously, _since Smith had from the cab, radioed his ~ , 
~.,..,

0
dispatch office that he was being picked up, cab drivers ..._ :_ ~ - ~ ,,vr-
all over the ci~_ were learnin~ of the arrest. t'--t,, c.c.,b c.;·..,;\ a 

• h ' ' . d f . h ~d ~~fc.. £ ..,..·Wit in minutes a crow was orrning on t e groun so ~.~ j 
the housing project across the narrow street from the station\.-~ " 

As more and more people arrived, the description of the 

_. bea ting purportedly administered to Smith became more and 

more exaggerated. These descriptions were fueled and sus­

tained by other tales of police malpractice that, going bacJ~ 

over the years, had been submitted for investigation but 

never been heard of again, so that they remained like sores 

festering in tho minds of the people. 

By 10: 15 p\ 'm; the situation had become so potentially 

explosive that bot h the Senior Inspector on the night watch J 
and the D_!rector of Police, Dominick Spina, were summoned to 5f. •~~ 

~~ .. ;..,eJ 
the 4th Precinct. Spina , 56 years old, a gra dua t _e of Newark cd, oM'- II IJo 
'--- ;;;:s 

, ,-.., c, r,.,. _., c... 
(now Rutger s) University Law School, is known as a cop's ~ p, 1--M r7wJ 
cop; hard and tough, but supposedly ju ~t and f air a l so. 

Since taking over in 196i · his principa l goa l had bee n to get 
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the police oµt of politics, to make them professionals and 

get rid of the incompetents and the slough-offs. ~ , 

\ ► 
·. By offering tq .meet with' all-comers one night a week 

and by initia~ing a Citizens Observer Program in which 

interested citizens could ride_ in patrol cars, he had at­

tempted to initiate a dialogue between the police and the 

population. Although the concept of the program was sound, 

in practice it .. failed to work. Few of the younger element 

of the population --· those that were likely to cause the most 

trouble -- would willingly ride in the patrol car. ~ 
5 , ..... ~ 

When Inspector Melchior and Director Spina arrived r ;t _;,,. v)CA . 
~ ,~ C, L11¥' ~ \ !, W/ J... 'cA '" 

at the police station were met by a delegation of civil ' ~, .,..\
r.-..Ar ..,.,B> fl 

• ~~ - I 

rights leaders and militants who demanded the right to see t'\c-tt1-o:~~j
i&.-',~,~

and . interview Smith. Inspector Melchior acceded to their ~ \ , tw';,
SP'~•trequest. When Smith appeared before the del~gation it~ 

"f- l...>- y1ol1 ..-_~.,.,~ 

apparent that, whatever the cause of his injuries, he ~~~f,-h 
,._,c,o,-L ~ ~ r 

. _,o, - ·..-1~"'1" • 

needed to be examined by a doctor. Again, bowing to demands, +~ 
p., I , v, _,,,..,.,. ~ \e.SS ) 

the police agreed to transport him to a hospital. c..oo~ ,, t/>/ ~ ( lof~ 
Both within and outside the pol-ice station the atmos-

phere was growing ever tenser. Carloads of police officers, f.,l ;·c,,L, ,..,~ 
fp- --------=--------y e,iYl ~r~ 

summoned ~ reinforcements~ were srrrivi~ Subjected to ~vrc. (M'",., ,J'.:::.::~:.::.:::.:::..~_:;;.:::...,:.,;;;;;,;;,;;;;,;;;=====::: ~ =::::::~----.,...;-1=:::=:=:!:::::::._ I""' w,..., 
VI~ 

~ ~ 
a gauntlet of catcalls, taunts and curses, some of them ~ ; • 

replied in kind. Three of the~l ~ leaders inside~ 
,..,~ _,.J. 

the station decided to attempt to disperse the crowd -- . now sf,')I ...,c- e 

. . p."'-'i 1' ,,.., r-
numbering some 200 to 300 persons, a lmos t all of them ~ 11 .,f.,e.,,5 J,,.,of-
~ - ,' !y &w' ✓ -I r ut I...!-~ pv, ~ lrx.- .1, &-v;,., ~..,~ ~✓-/ ; ,/Lf's 
k./~ k¾--i, 
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young -- by tell i ng them a protest march to City Hall would 

be organized on t he following day. The people at this time 

were still gathered on the gr ounds of the housing projec~ 

on the opposite side of the street from the' station, and \ 
. I 

there had been , no physical confrontation between them and . / : 
I • ._ C.,,.owJ a,., I tL. 1'

• · r r- '"'"l '" ./Jthe police. ,,,.vll ~ .. ~ p,,.....,,., ,-. p •-,- I 
~ f_,,..ILc,.,,/ _......, I 

As the :men were talking to the crowd, one or more ! 

Molotov cocktails, arced against the brick wall of the 

police station and splattered harmlessly to the ground. 

A few minutes later a forma tion of police officers~ 

exiting from the back door, waded into the assembled group 

in order to drive it away from the station. Lofton and 

Curvin pleaded· with the police for more time to disperse 

t~e group peacefully. It was agreed that they could have t 
, I 

I 

15 minutes more. They decided that, in order to move the f 

crowd out, they would organize a march on City Hall im-

mediately instead of waiting until the following day. 

The protesters had now been augmented by an estimated 

25 cab driver s who, upon hearing of Smith's arrest, had / 

decided to stage· a rally of the ir own. They began taking , 'I/ ,11lo f fon aAlti( , ,. , e-ic-,, 

on passenger s fo r the short trip to the City Hall .i1As Curvin J{..J -00/1(,A.,, 
. ~ <-ii , 

c°limbed to the top of an automobile, rocks started flying. J. o...1. '1 :J::;' 
. ~ -Ph,;: 1,""f ~r,

Someone yelled: "Man, get off t hat damn cow~ ,., Automobiles ,,.~ _J.. .... ,_
f 1c.J...VT _Irr-) 

were set on fire. It was approximately midnight when a ~ rov~S 

f ' . . . .h · 1 d . th b . k s- ~,,. fe,e/ ~ ire ~ngine , a r riving on t e scene , was pe te ~ i ric s -(:t ~ 
":--"',.,. f-c Id -f& ~-• fi-+! ~, ~ >"\ y 1V¥o e-1 ~~ t~ 'f 
w'-~ o/t vC-f? l.c.sr ,--l-~ J 5° ~••¼"' - ( Ci--~ .:..;ft../J>-) 



and bottles. The police, their heads protected by World War I ) 

~@ helmets, sallied forth in full force. The marchers, who 

were still in the process .of forming, were scattered. A 

few minutes later do~~ ·the str~et the first l~quo~ store was ,_ \ 

k . . · < O V\h ----- 1 , • ..~~d .,-1,,v..;,, t ~'\,,. A.. {; Ii L J' () ~ .)bro en into. . .Jr-'•-, 

However, by about 2:30 A.M., the disturbance appeared ; · 

>f 1Ir.. < •~"$ o '- ~ ,_~ /0 _.rl-- --: )to have run its course. 
f-1,---.A- -:,M- i.- _.i- fo;-r--u,/ ' C~,,.- ,A ' ' U,,vvi ~ 

The next afternoon the Mayor described it as an isolated 

incident. Invited to appear before and talk to the people 

at a protest rally being organized at the ·housing project, 

he is reported to have declined the invitation. He did agree 

to the demand to the naming of a Negro to the rank ·of Captain 

in the Police Department and announced that he would set up 

a panel of citizens to investigate the Smith arrest. To one 

civil rights leader this sounded like "The same old song" an~ 

he walked out. Other observers reported that the Mayor seemed 

unaware of the seriousness of the tensions. 'r.he police wer e > .r ' ~ 

~ .Unbeknown to the Mayor they were mobilizing almost half 

of the strength of the department for _that evening. Within 

the Negro community there were reports that police had begun 

arresting teenagers for investigative purposes. Tension 

continued to mount • 

.Nowhere was the tension greater than at the Spirit Hous;:J Jr' 
the ga thering place for Black Nat i onalis t s, Black Power { 1 
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advocates,~ militants of everll;;:, Black Muslims, Ortho­

dox Moslems, and members of the United Afro-American Associa­

tion, a new and growing organization who follow in general 

the teachings of the late Malcolm x, came to mingle and 

exchange views. 

The two police-Negro clashes, coming one on top of the 

other, coupled with the unresolved political issues, had 

created a mood of rebellion. 

In the Hayes Housing Project across the street from 

the. 4th Precinct Police Station, leaflets were being passed 

out announcing a "Police Brutality Protest Rally." Televi­

sion cameramen were on hand to film the demonstration. Kids 

were performing for the cameras. 

A picket line was formed to march in front of the 

police station. At 6:30 P.M. James Treatt, Executive Director 

of the Newark Human Rights Commission, arrived to announce 

to the people in front of the station the decision of the 
I 

Mayor to form a citizens group to investigate the Smith L 
incident, and to elevate a Negro to the ra_nk of Captain. ~ ~ ~­
,~~ ~ kc.J tl,..J ~ ~ ic..~~ hv- 1ca.e.. s ~p~ ~>t rw,, t1 r 1 ~ts # • e,, · so 

The response from the loosely-milling mass of people 1
~ ~ -

was derisive. One kid shouted "Black Power" several times. a-,..-.,)o.. 1,.,-A....t 
. . ~~ 

~rumor spread that Smith -- who had been released in ·the lrf""\~ ) 
x~~ 

custody of his attorney -- had died. Rocks were thrown at· "''-' ....... .I 
~e ,) ~~t:./.

Treatt. Mis~iles began hurtling against the walls of the • \ 
' 

p6lice station. Within the station the anger of the police 
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officers was intense. After a short period of time they 

. were given an order to break up the demonstration. There 

was, r~portedly, little restraint on either side. The 

language employed was that of the ghetto. Anyone who failed 

to move was moved by force. 

Following this, while some members of the crowd turned 

to throw rocks at the police station, others scattered in 

all directions. Soon reports of looting began to come in. 

Without enough men to establish control, the police set up 

a perimeter around a two-mile stretch of Springfield Avenue, 

one of the principal business districts, where bands of · 

youths roamed up and down · smashing windows. Grocery and 

liquor stores, clothing and furniture stores, drug stores 

and cleaners, appliance stores and pawnshops were the principal 

targets. Periodically police officers would appear and fire 

their weapons over the heads of looters and rioters. 

By midnight activity appeared to begin to taper off. The 

Mayor told r·eporters the city had turned the corner. 

As news of the disturbance had spread, however, people 

had flocked into the streets. As they saw stores being 

broken into with impunity, :many spectators bowed to the 

temptation and began helping thems·elves. 

Without the necessary persorinel to make mass arrests, 

police were shooting into the air to clear stores. A Negro 

boy was wounded by a .22 caliber bullet fired by a white 

man riding in a car)( Guns wer.e repor·ted stolen from a Sears 
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Roebuck store. Looting, fires, and gunshots were reported 

from an ever-wider area. Between 2:00 and 2:30 A.M. on 

Friday, July 14, the mayor decided to request Governor Hughes 

to dispatch State Police and National Guard troops. The 

State Police arrived with a sizeable contingent before da 

During the course of the morning the Governor and the 

Mayor, together with police and National Guard officers, made 

a reconnaisance of the area. The police escort guarding the 

officials arrested looters as they went. By noon the National 

Guard had set up 137 roadblocks, 9-Dd state police and ri9t 
-------~ 

teams were beginning to achieve control.)( The three~way 

command structure: City Police, State Police, and National 

Guard, however, worked poorly. The City and State Police 

did not operate on the same radio wave-lengths. Each did 

many things the other did not find out about until later. 

At 3:30 P.M. that afternoon, the family of Mrs • .o. J .~ 

were standing near the upstairs windows of their apart,ment, 

watching looters run in and out of a furniture store on "' >(
\ 

Springfield Avenue. Three carloads of police officers rounded 

the corner. As the police yelled at the people in . the 

furniture store, they began running. 

The police officers. opened fire. A bullet smashed the 

kitchen window in Mrs. D. J.'s apartment. A moment later she 

heard a whine from the bedroom. Her three-year old daughter, 
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\ 
Debbie, came running into the room. Blood was streaming . \ 

down the left side of her face, where the bullet had 

entered her eye. She spent the next two months in the 

hospital. She lost the sight of her left eye and the hearing 

in her- left ear. 

On the street Horace w. Morris, associate director of 

the Washington Urban League who had been visiting relatives 

in Newark, was about to enter his car for the drive to Newark ' 

Airport. With him were his two brothers and his 73-year old 

stepfather, Isaac Harrison. About 60 persons had been on 

·the street watching the looting. As the police arrived, 

three of the looters cut across the street directly in 

front of the group of spectators. As the police began 

firing at the looters, bullets plowed into the spectators. 

Everyone began running • . As Harrison, followed by his family, 

•headed toward the a~artment bu1lding in which he lived, a 

bullet kicked his legs out from under him. Horace Morris 

lifted him to his feet. · Again he fell. Mr. Morris's brother, 

Virgil, attempted to pick the old man up. As he did so, he 

was hit in the left leg and right forearm. Mr. Morris and 

his other brother managed to drag the two wounded men into 

the vestibule of the building, which was jammed with 60 to 

70 frightened · and angry Negroes. 

Bullets continued to spatter against the walls of the 

buildings. Finally, as the firing died down, Morris whose 
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stepfather succumbed to his wounds that evening -- yelled 

to a sergeant that innocent people were being shot. 

"Tell the black bastarts to stop shooting at us," was 

the reply. 

"They don't have guns; no one is shooting at you," 

Morris said. 

"You shut up, there's a sniper on the roof," the 

sergeant yelled. 

Heavy sniper fire was, in fact, being reported from all 

over the city. f,_,, "-A,y-J I~.. h.,._ .,..,,. h.t-i 7 ,A/4 A'-- ~ r-7~-., 
) t;..._ "1 o • ,,. '5 a - "' -i'--:- 'J ,Y. 

~ours later_.,ithree blocks away on Beacon Street,.)( . · 

w. F. told J. S., whose 1959 Pon·t"iac he had taken to the --­
station for inspection, that his front brake needed fixing. 

J. s., who had just returned from work, said, "Okay," went 

to the car which was parked in the street, jacked up the front 

end, took the wheel off, and got under the car. 

The street was quiet. More than a dozen persons were . 

sitting on porches, walking about, and shopping. None heard 

any shots. Suddenly several state troopers appeared at the 

corner of Springfield and Beacon. J. s. was startled by a 

shot . clanging into the side of the garbage can next to his 

car. As he looked up he saw a state trooper with his rifle · 

pointed -at him. The next shot struck J.· s. in the right side. 

At almost the same instant, K. G., standing on a porch, 

was struck in the right eye by a bullet. Both he and J. s. X 
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were critically injured. 

y nightfall most of the looting and burning had been 

ende and there were no longer any mobs on the street. 

At 8: 00 P .M. Mrs. ·t. M. bundled her husband, her 

husband's brother and her four sons into the family ear to 

drive to the White Castle Restaurant for dinner. On the 

return trip her. husband, who was driving, panicked a~ he 

approached a National Guard roadblock. He slowed the car, 

then quickly swerved around. When the family reached 

home, everyone began piling out of the car. Ten-year-old 

Eddie failed to move. Shot through the head, he was dead. , 
\~~ 

Reports of sniper fire continued to increase. ~\tas, 

other-~t.,_;/-according to National Guard reports, "Deliberately or ~- e ~ 

lL ~~ , 
':1ise inacc~ te." Major General James F. Cantwell, Chief ,.., ,,,,. , c. ? 

fl , Ir (., - . ..; 

of Staff of the New Jersey Department of Defense, testified 

before the Armed Services Subcommittee of the House of 

Representatives that "There was too much firing initially 

against snipers" because of "confusion when we were finally 

called on for help and our thinking of it as a military 

action." 

A high-ranking Newark police official said that "There 

probably had not been as much sniping as ever r one thought." 

Some of the misconcept ions were due to the lack of 

communications. The state police had pla ced men on rooftops 

but other law enfor cement personnel r emained unawar e of this. 

Other misconcept ions could be t raced to the f act tha t the 



National Guard troops lacked riot training. They were, ac­

cording to the same Newark police official, "young and very 

scared," and had had little contact with Negroes. 
~ , <l, ' , *; r ,"-:::f 

Within the Guard, itself, contac)'had certainly been 

limited. Although, in 1949, out of a force of 12,529 men 

there had been 1,183 Negroes, following the integration of 

the Guard in the 1950's the number had declined until, by 

July of 1967, only 303 Negroes were left in a force of 

17,529 men. 

On Saturday, July 15, Dominick Spina, the Director of 

the Newark Police, received a report of snipers in the Hayes 

Housing Project. When he arrived he saw approximately 100 

city and state police officers and National Guardsmen hiding 

in corners and lying on the ground all around the edge of 

the courtyard. Since everything appeared quiet and it was 

broad daylight, Spina walked out directly into the middle 

of the courtyard. Nothing happened. A few minutes later, as 

he stood there, he heard a shot. All around him the troopers 

jumped, believing themselves to be under sniper fire. A 

moment later a young Guardsman came running from b~hind a 

building and plopped down into ~nother hiding place. The 

Director of Police went over to where the soldier had 

crouched down, and asked him if he had fired the shot. The 

soldier said "yes," he had fired to scare a man away from a 

window; that his orders were that no one had a right to be 

standing at a window. 
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The Director of Police remained at the housing project 

for three hours, and there was no shot fired except the one 

by the Guardsman. 

By six o'clock that evening two columns of National 

Guardsmen and state troopers were directing mass fire at 

the Hayes Housing Project in response to what they believed 

were snipers. 

On the 10th floor, Eloise Spellman, the mother of 

s_everal· children, fell, a bullet through her neck. 

Across the street a ,, number of persons, standing in an 

apartment window, were watching the firing directed at the 

housing project. Sudd~nly several troopers whirled and began 

firing at the spectators. Mrs. Hattie Gainer, a grandmother, 

sank to the floor. 

A block away Rebecca Brown's two-year old daughter was 

standing at the ~indow. As Mrs. Brown rushed to drag her to >< 
safety, she was framed in the window. A bullet spun into 

her back. All three of the women died. 

A number of eye witnesses, at varying times and places, 

reported seeing bottles thrown from upper story windows. 

As these would land at the feet of an officer he would turn 

and fire. Thereupon, other officers and Guardsmen up and 

down· the street would join in. 

In order to protect his property, B. w. w., the owner 

of a Chinese laundry, had placed a si~n saying "Soul Brother" 
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in his window. Between 1:00 and 1:30 A.M. on Sunday, July 16, 

he, together with his mother, wife and brother, was watching 

television in the back room. Up to that point of the night­

the neighborhood had been qui~t • . Suddenly B. w. w. heard ; . 

.the sound of jeeps, then shots. ..,. 

Going to an upstairs window he was able to look out 

into the street. There he observed several jeeps, from which 

soldiers and state troopers were firing into stores that 

had "Soul Brother" signs in the windows. During the course 

of three nights, according to dozens of eye witness reports, 

law enforcement officers shot into and smashed windows of 

businesses that contained signs indicating they were Negro-

owned. 
/V, ./ c:. /Vo $ 

At 11:00 P.M. on Sunday, July 16th7 Mrs. Lucille Pugh 

looked out of the window to see if the streets were clear. 

She then asked her 11-year old son, Michael, to take the 

garbage out. As he . reached the street and was illuminated by 

_ !.J}reet light,~ shot rang out. He died. 
'1 k"" f.,,.d: . ( .. ~ - ~ 
be...~.'~J --~nipers were arr~ Of the 250 fire alarms, many 

r ,r-i ..........,, 
. l l were false, and only 13 were considered by the city to have 

f•H '' I J 
j ... ... \#, ~, been "serious." Four-fifths of the $10,251,000 worth of 

,}o -f l, .1.,). ,$" 
e, damage was incurred due to stock loss. - Damage to buildings

rl('"" r5 • 

~~- {v~ and fixtures was under $2 million. 

Of twenty-one civilians who died as a result of gunshot 

, all were Negro. One was 73~year old Isaac Harrison. 

_ kJ= -1 ....:. ... 2 3 ..&:441 °" • m;&""4 I 1t;) 
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Six were women. Two were children. 

On the evening of Monday, July 17, a Catholic priest 

saw two Negro men walking down the street. They were 

carrying a case of soda and two bags of groceries. An 

unmarked car with five police officers pulled up beside them. 

Two white officers got out of the car. Accusing the Negro 

men of looting, the officers made them put the groceries on 

the sidewalk, then kicked the bags open, scattering their 

contents all over the street. 

Telling the men, "Get out of here," the officers 

drove off. The Catholic priest went across the street' 

to help gather ·up the groceries. One of the men turned to 

him: ·"I've just been back from Vietnam two days," he said, 

"and this is what I get. I feel like going home and getting 

a rifle and shooting the ·cops." 

That Thursday th~ Black Power Conference began in 

Newark. 

,.,,_., , ,. C:
Ot ~,,5 

(I;_, 1<- ~t.,.~._,h..vi 

op I ,000 t <flo ) €', j1 ' r 

~4<MrC-. C+ c-( I ) 

._...,
..J "1 Nu.,, ¼ k I -:, ~ , e f u- ht,. '- "<--

/.;. ( f r "-- kv , I (Q /l(j •- u..-'1 t t ~ /.1f ✓I C lk, ·reS-J 
-h--(} fAA} l<.. eAr' ~ f, •I ,.},_., , Z - tit: I '• 6 ♦ .,./ Ak., . , ... 
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NORTHERN NEW JERSEY 

As reports of looting, snipers, fire and death fanned 

outward towards other Negro enclaves in northern New Jersey, 

a web of tension began forming. Whenever one strand of that? 

web wa$----aqitated, tbe •.rJlQ.!e web rippled. 
-----
ghettos existed -- Elizabeth , Englewood, 

Everywhere Negro 

Jersey City , Plain­

field, New Brunswick -- people had friends and relatives 

living in Newark. Everywhere the telephone provided a dir)<~ 

link to the scenes of violence. The telephonic messages , 

expressing the minority point of view, frequently were at 

5 
l e, 

total variance with reports being transmitted by the mass ~ 

medi a . ,....)" 
( 

As stories from Newark grew in number , fear and 

I

! 

anger interwove themselves within the Negro ghettos . 

Conversely, rumors amplified by radio, television and the 

newspapers -- especially with regard to gue rilla bands 

roaming the streets -- created within the · white communities 

a sense o f danger and terror. To Mayor Patricia Q. Sheehan 

o f New Brunswick, it seemed as if , "~st there was a f 1-()o-. t .:;_. 

feve r in the air." She went on to say: " Rumors were coming 

in from all sides on July 17th. Negroes were calling to 

warn of possible disturbances; whites were c a lling; shop 

owners were calling. Most of the people were concerned 

about a possible bloodbath." It was her opinion that : "We 

are talking ourselves into it." 



Everywhere there was the same inequality with 

education, job opportunities, income , and housing. Everywhere 

there was the same lack of representation of Negroes on 

the local government . In six New Jersey communities with size--
able Negro populations, there were only a total of five Negro 

Councilmen. In a h a lf dozen school systems in _which Negro 

c hildren composed as much as half of the school population, 

I' -
there were on~y a total of six members ·- of the Board of 5CJ2.., /'Vt,-/G-
Education . ~~f the municipa l governments did a Neg~ 

hold a key po~iti n. In each of the ghetto.s the Negro felt 

h imself surrounded by an intransigent wall of whites. 

In four cities: Bloomfield, Harrison , Irvington, and 

Maplewood, forming an arc about Newark , out of a total 

population of more than 150,000, only 1,000 were Negroes. X 
the six cities surrounding Plainfield , o ut of 

o f more than 7~ 1 000 , only 1 , 500 were Negro. 

Two northern New Jersey communities , Jersey City and 

Elizabeth , had had -Jli • z disturbances in 1964. The view from 

Jersey City ' is that of the New York skyline. Except for a 

few imposing buildings, such· as those of the high-rise New 

J Jersey Medical Center , much o f J ersey City is a collection 

of nondescr ipt and deteriorating houses, fleshed out with 

f ~ctories and cut up by ribbons of super-highways and railroads. 

As one of the pr i ncipal _freight terminals for New York 

City , Jersey City ' s decline has paralleled that of the railroads. 



55 

As railroad lands deteriorated in value and urban renewal 

lands were taken off the tax rolls, the city suffered a 

catastrophic decline in assessed valuation , from $465 

million in 1964 to $367 million in 1967. The tax rate , 

according to Mayor Thomas J. Whelan, has "reached the point 

of diminishing returns." 
' Urban renewal projects intended to clear slums and 

replace them with low-cost housing have resulted , actually, 

in a reduction of 2,000 housing units. "Planners make plans 

and then simply tell people what they are going to do." 

Negroes complained in their growing opposition to such 

projects. · 

Wooden sewers serve residents of some sections of the 

city. Outworn brick sewers in other sections, collapse 

frequently, back.ing up the sewage~he 2:~fllation clamors _1 . I- ,'tjtt,J 
1 

• t I+~" . ., • ~~-· ~ """" (.;,( ~ :, µ .-4,, ~e.,( J., t ,cr -f'or $ jj( Uf(".s_ '1~ ,., hl(\, ,T . '.,wt'"f I 

for better education '. •for its children; but the sc ool system M>" ,
i-1 CMI" 
~ c•

has reached its bonding capacity. B 1975 it is estimated ~ 11( !.I ). 

that there will be a net deficit of 10 elementar¥ and one 

~1-. X 
Recently the mayor proposed to the Ford Foundation that 

it take over the operation of the entire educational system. 

The offer was declined. 

A large percentage of the white population send their 

children to parochial schools. As a r esult, bec ause they 



There is little Negro political 

does exist is fragmented and indecisive. 

equal , the median family income of whites is $1,500 more 

Negroes . 

The police department , like Newark ' s , one of the largest 

in the nation for a city o f its size , still retains some of 

the flavor described by a successful white executive: "We 

were accustomed t o the Special Service Division of the Police 

Department . If we were caught hanging around we were picked 

up by the police and taken to the city hospital and beaten 

with a rubber hose." 

A ci ty official, questioned about Negro representation 

on the police forc e , replied that it was 34 times greater 

than 20 years ago. Twenty years ago it had consisted o f 

o ne man. 

A hard-nosed, but realistic police c apta in who commands 

and lives within the precinct with the highest Negro concen­

tration, insi sts that hi s men adapt to the mores o f the 

population and be able to get along with the people. If 

they c an ' t, they are transferred from the precinct. It is 
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the captain ' s opinion that the greatest degree of tension 

arises when policemen from outside the precinct come in in 

order to make arrests or quell disturbances. Such police 

o fficers do not understand the problems and the social 

hab~ts of the people and are therefore apt to react with 

undue force. 

During the four days of the Newark riot , when the 

\ c ity became ~h with tales of all descript ions , Mayor 

Whelan announced that if there wer~J. he 

would "meet force wi~e. "~e g hetto area was floode 

with police officers. 

On Monday and Tuesday , July 17 and 1 8 , when crowds 

gathered and a few rocks were thrown , mass arrests were 

made . Only one stor e was broken into and the pi l ferage 

was l imited to items such a 

One man did . 

Negro bo cocktail . 

A c hicken and an Orthodox Moslem combined to keep 

Elizabeth cool . As in Jersey City , police had beefed up 

their patrols , and the very presence of so many officers 

contributed to t he rising t ensions . Residents of the 12-

block by 3-block ghetto, j ammed between the New J ersey 

TUrnpike and the waterfront , wefrt around muttering : "We 

are being punished but we h aven ' t done anything ." 

"The community ," another sa id later, "felt it was 

1\ 

? 
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in a concentration camp." 

Kids from the two high-densi ty housing projects 

concentrated in the area were walking around saying : 

"We're next, we might as well go." 

About 11:30 p.m. Monday , July 17th a window was b r o ken . 

Commented a businessman: "Down here in the port it's a 

business as u sual when o ne store window is broken each 

week. What is normal becomes abnormal at a time like this ." 

Soon o ther windows were being broken . As police 

arrived in force , groups scattered and began breaking 

windows further down the street. A Molotov cocktail was 

thrown a t a tavern. Fire engines arrived. They were 

p e lted with rocks. Community workers began circulating 

through the area , desperately attempting to get kids of f 

the street . Many of them had relatives and friends in 

Newark. Based on what had happened in Newark , they feared 

that if the violence were not curbed it would turn into a 

bloodbath . 

One worker d iscovered kids , siphoning gasoline into 

soda bottles from a truck in an alle • He managed to ta 
I 

(them out of the Molotov cocktails . ____ 

The confrontation between the police and the mob 

o f teena gers and youths wa s pr _.. . s . · n9 tm .'~ r d 2. cl · - ? 
when a chicken fluttered out of the shattered window of a 

poultry market. One youth attempted .to throw gasoline on 

it and set it afire . As the gasoline sloshe d onto the 
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pavement, the chicken leaped. The flames merely singed 

i ts feathers. A gangline six-foot youth attempted to leap 

upon the chicken. The b~rd was too quick for him. As 

it darted out of his way, he slipped and tumbled against 

a tree . 

The stark unwitting comedy broke the tension . Peo ­

p le laughed . Soon they began to drift home . 

The following day tensions in the area mounted again 

as police patrolled the 36 square blocks with 220 ~e~.. 
~ """~ cxr~,...'""' 

some of them stationed on rooftops . En:rly iA tJ;;iQ QJJQRiRg 

he mayor 
I 
· l eaders . 

the chief 

superior force , 

s a i d _ Any deviation from this order by an officer would 

oe cause for dismissal . 

The delegation from the community did not rea ct 

favorably. They proposed the setting up of a "peacekeeper 

task force . " The mayor agreed to let them try . One-hundred 

armbands with the words "peacekecper"· were printed . One 

of those who agreed to be a peacekeepcr -was Hesham Jaaber . 

Jaaber, who officiated at Mal colm X's funeral and has made 

two pi~trimages to Mecca , is a leader of a small sect of 

Orthodox Moslems. A teache r of Arabic and the Koran at 
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the S irit House in Newark, he is a reswnsible militant 

whose existence the Mayor ··said he had not been aware of , 

but with whom he thought he could work in the future . 

Although Jaaber believed that certain people were sucking 

the -life blood out of the community-- "Count the number 

o f taverns and bars in the Elizabeth port area and compare 

_them with the number of recreation facilities " -- he had 

witnessed the carnage in Newark and believed it could 

serve ho purpose to have a riot . Two dozen of his 

followers , wearing their red fezzes , took to the streets 

to urge order. He himself traveled about in a car with 

a bullhorn..' . 

As the peacekeepers began to make their influence 

f elt , the police withdrew from the area . There was no 

further trouble. 

On the night that Dr. Nathan Wright was holding his 

Black Power Conference in Newark , his niece was attending 

an integrated party in Englewood. 

In the community of 28,000, one-fourth of whom are 

Negro, the police had been expecting a riot since two weeks 

before Newark. As part of this expectation they ha d tested 

tear gas guns on the police firing range situated in the 

middle of the Negro residential area. The wind blew the 

tear ·gas · into surrounding houses. The occupant s were 

enraged . 
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The day following the outbreaks in Elizabeth and 

Jersey City, police began warning the businessmen in Engle­

wood to prepare for a riot. 

,,,....On Friday, July 21, on the report that crowds were 

gathering , police issued a genera l alarm. tt!fee-hu~ 
, , v- ~-11 -,,.~ 

police o fficers from4 surrounding communities were brough 

into t he city. As rumors o f an impending riot swept· the 

ci ty numbers of curious citizens began gathering at street 

corners . 

At 9:00_&~ clock that evening a fire truck responded 
.- 4f., ~ ·,,;,r;~ e,, s~ 'rt -0:ds;-;j ..,~ r/.e-fe-1 l,y« ¥'w<- "1,-,..,,J, . 

to an alarrn.j a 7 was pel ted with rocks. As policemen 
I.... .>< ~ 

arrived to p r ovide protection some members o f the bands 

~ ,'> 
o f unemployed Negro youths who regularly hung out at ...;~ ~ 

~~.,,.. , r" wt" 
s treet corners began breaking store ---···- win~ ,tVvJI i. -tt i---- -.~, 

_damaged w~re apparently selected at ____ A paint store :: ~iA~ 
,,.,,,~

window was broken but a j ewelry store window was l eft u n- "'9 cP -.L 

1 

I --- -------~"'..,, e. (, 6t, t .,u.,..,~ 3-\-0 ~) ,t '-1 
touched . There was no lootin Po · e , sea ing o :r _!!).e / tJ of l-- _ 

- .-.....---- 4w.,A(/ 11 a...-r fo,,. ~ ...., -e..... ~ c,,...,,,

contained the disturbanc µ'I .e..,. , t'il,, t...:tr • ,-/~, e.-s 1-

~ 1,ry"\ 11'- c-"{ O"' ~ f I r'f t 4 fl 
Abetted by the authorities , the press magnl.fied ~ °'-t+- rt- · . 

t- -~ ~ 
the nature of the disturbance manyfold . Arnoung the dis- ,"' ~ ~ i, lct.-k 

(NY-"" _lYI }-.( c.-<.-y(' • 
tortions was a 'report that police were pinned down by ,. . , -, I 

~~01') • T~c.. 
£:.... c rossfire f rom snipers . When an investigation was made ~G-r--~ ~ ~ 

19P, ~,i, .. fji1-<-

l ater , it was determined that the crossfire had consisted ~ -+ f 1-s to 
I IJ ; ·'d: JS,

o f kids setting off f ire crackers in a par k. 
( ~~(. --,0.,. 
~~ ~ f ,f,.,1 
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PLAI NFIELD 

It was the city that produced the 1956 Decathlon 

champion, Milt Campbell, that experienced New Jersey's 

worst violence outside of Newark. 

A pleasant, tree-shaded city of some 45,000, Plain­

field has a growing Negro population which, by 1967, was 

estimated 'to be nearly 30 percent of the total. As in 

Englewood, there was a sharp division between the Negro 

~iddle class, wh i ch lived in the "gilded ghetto," and 

the unskilled, unemployed and underemployed poor. 

The political and social structure of the community, 

geared towards meeting the needs of the suburban middle 
r

class, was unprepared to cope with the problems of a 

growing underskilled and undereducated population. Accus- · 

tomed to viewing politics as a ge ntleman's pastime, they 

were startled and upset by the heat and intensity with 

which demands issued from the ghetto. Usually such demands 

were met obliquely, rather than head-on. 

For example, in the summer of 1966, trouble was 

narrowly averted over the issue of a swimming pool for 

Negro youngs ters. In the summer of 1967, instead of having 

built the pool, the city bega n bussing the children to 

the county pool a hal f -hour 's r i de distant . The service 

was not free . The f are~ 50 c ents per person for a round 

trip, would be prohibitive on a fr equent bas is fo r poor 

families wi t h nunrb~rs o f chi l dren. 
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. 
' ' . 

Pressure increased upon the school system to adapt 

itself to the changing social and ethnic background of 

its pupils. There were strikes and boycotts. It was 

estimated that two-thirds of the school dropouts were 

.Negro. 

In February of 1967 the NAACP, out of a growing ~ 

sense of frustration with the municipal government, tacked 

a list of 19 demands and complaints to the door of the city 

hall. Most dealt with discrimination in housing, employ­

ment, and in the public schools. By the summer of 1967 

the city's common council had not responded. Although 

two of the 11 council members were Negro, both represented 

the· "gil_ded ghetto-[' The poverty area was represented by.. . . 

two white women, one of whom had been appointed by the 

counc_il after the elected: representative, a Negro, had been 

transferred by his company and had moved out of the city. 

The week prio·r to the Newark outbreak, trouble had 

arisen in Plainfieid during the course of a routine arrest 

in one of the housing projects. A woman, after she had 

been handcuffed, had fallen down a flight of stairs. The 

officer said she had slipped~ Negro residents claimed 

he had pushed her. When a d·elegation ·went to city hall to 

file a complaint, they were told by the city clerk that he 

was not empowered to accept it. Believing they were being 

given the run-around, the delegation, angry and -frustrated, 
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departed. 

On Friday evening, July 14, the same police officer 

involved in the arrest was moonlighting as a private 

guard at a diner frequented by Negro kids. He was, re­

portedly, number two on the community's "ten most-wanted" 

list of disliked police officers. The list itself was 

colorbl ind~ Although out of 82 officers on the force 

only 5 were Negro, two o'f the ten on the"most-wanted" 

list were Negro. 

The two officers most generally respected in the 

Negro community were white. 

Although most of the kids at the· diner were of 

high school age, there was one husky youth in his mid­

twent~es who had a reputation as a bully. Sometime be­

fore 10: 00 p.m., as a result of a_n argument, he hit a 

16-year old boy and split his face open. As the boy 

lay bleeding on the asphalt, his friends rushed to· the 

police officer and demanded that he call an ambulance and 
n. 

·arrest the offende# . Instead, the officer walked over to 
., 

the boy, looked at him, and reportedly said: "Why don't 

you just go home and wash up?" He refused to arrest anr-

one. 

Although a police car ultimately arrived to take the 

boy to the hospital, the. youngsters at the diner were in-
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censed. They believed the episode portrayed the double 

standard of law enforcement among white and black. They 

believed that, had the two participants in the incident 

been white, the older youth would ~ave been arrested, the· 

younger taken to the hospital immediately. 

In order to go from the diner to the housing pro­

ject in which most of them lived, the youths had to tra­

verse four blocks of the city's business district. As they 

walked,they ~mashed 3 or 4 windows. It was a challenge 

to the police: II If they won ·rdo anything ab~ut that, 

then let's see them do something about his." Two weeks 

earlier a white man had broken a whole streetful of win­

dows. 

On one of the quiet, suburban streets,two young 

D.H. and L.C. had been neighbors. D.H. had graduated from 

high school, attended Farley-Dickenson College, and, after 

receiving a degree in psychologyJ had obtained a job -as a 

reporter on the Plainfield Courier-News. 

L.C. had dropped out of high school, becomn a worker 

in a chemical plant, and, although still in his 20's,had 

fathered seven children. A man with a strong sense of 

family, he liked sports and played in the local ba.sketball 

league. Active in civil , he had, like the civil rights 

organizations, ove r the years, become more militant. for a 

period of t ime he had been a Muslim. 
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Shortly .after midnight, in an attempt to cap the 

eruption, D.H. and the two Negro councilmen met with 

the youths in the housing project. Although the focal 

point of the youths'bitterness was the attitude of the 

police-- until_1966 police had used the word "nigger" 

over the police radio and one officer had worn a Confed­

erate belt buckle and had flown a Confederate pennant 

on his car-- their complaints ranged far and wide over local 

and national issues. The issues were diverse. There was 

an overriding cynicism and disbelief that government would, 

of its own accord, make meaningful changes to improve the 

lot of the lower class Negro. An overriding belief that 

there were two sets of policies by the people in power, 

whether they were law enforcement officers, newspaper 

editors, or government officials: One for white Americans, 

and one for black. 

There was little confidence that the two councilmen 

whom the youths regarded as "Uncle Toms," and who, of course, 

did not represent the poor section, could exercise any 

influence. However, on the promise that meetings would 

be ·a r ranged that same day, Saturday, with the editor of the 

newspaper and with the mayor, the youths agreed to disperse. 

At the first of these meetings the youths were, 

apparently, satisfied by the explanation that the news-
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paper's coverage was not delibe~ately discriminatory. 

The second meeting with the mayor, however, which began 

at 7:00 o'clock that evening, proceeded badly. The 

Negroes present felt that the mayor was complacent and 

apathetic, and that they were simply being given the 

usual lip service, from which nothing would develop. 

The mayor, on the other hand, told Commission in­

vestigators that he recognized that · "citizens are frustrated 

by the political organization of the city," because he, 

himself, has no power and "each of the councilmen says 

that he is just one of eleven and therefore can't do any­

thing." 

After a oximately two hours, a dozen of the youths 

walked out, indicating an impasse and signalling the 

break-up of the meeting. Shortly thereafter window smash­

ing began. A tree was set afire by a Molotov cocktail. 

One fire engine, in which a white and Negro fireman were 

sitting side by side, had a Molotov cocktail thrown at it~ 

the white fireman was burned. 

There was apparent discrimination as to which store 

windows were smashed, at least in the beginning. Liquor 

stores and taverns, especially, were singled out. Some 

of the youths believed that there was an excess concent­

ration of bars in the Negro section, and that these were 

an ~nhealthy influence on the commun i t y. 
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Because the police department had mobilized its 

full force, the situation, although serious, never appeared 

to reach .the point of getting out of hand. Officers 

numerous arrests. 

At three· o'clock Sunday morning a heavy rain began 

to fall, scattering· whatever persons remained on the 

streets. The chief of the fire department told Commission 

investigators t~at it was his conclusion that "individuals 

making firebombs did not know what they were doing, or 

they could have burned the city." 

In the morning· police made no effort to cordon off the 

area. As white sightseers and churchgoers drove by the 

housing project there were sporadic incidents of rock­

throwing and violence. During the early afternoon these 

accelerated. 

L.C., .together with two officials of the city's 

Human Relations Commission, decided to call another meeting 

to draw up a formal petition of grievances. As the youths 

gathered it became apparent that some of them had been 

drinking. A few kept drifting away from the parking lot 

where the meeting was being held to throw rocks at cars 

passing. It was decided to move the meeting~ masse to 

Greenbrook Park, a county park several blocks away. 

Between 150 ?nd 200 persons, includ~n~ almost -a ll of J 
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the rockthrowers, piled into a caravan of cars and headed 

· for the ·park. At approximately 3:30 p.m. the Chief of the 

Union County .Park police · arrived to discover the group 

being addressed by David Sullivan, Executive Director 

of the Human Relations Commission. He "informed Mr. 

Sullivan he was in violation of our park ordinance and 

to disperse the group." ' Sullivan and L.C. attempted to 

explain that they were in the process of drawing up a 

list of grievances, but the Chief remained adamant. They 

could not meet in the park without a permit, and they 

did not have a permit. 

After permitting the group 10 to 15 minutes grace, 

the Chief decided to disperse them. "Their mood was very 

excitable," he reported, and "in my estimation no one could 

appease them so we moved them out without too much trouble. 

They left in a caravan of about 40 cars, horns blowing and 

they yelling, headed south on West End Avenue to Plainfield." 

Within the hour looting became widespread. Cars 

were overturned, a white man was snatched off a motorcycle, 

and the fire department stopped ·responding to alarms be­

cause the police were unable to provide protection. After 

having been on alert until midday, the Pla{nfield Police 

Department was caught unprepared. At 6:00 p.m.- only 18 

men were on duty. Checkpoints were established at crucial 
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an effort to isolate the area 

as 

At one of the intersections, three blocks from 

housing project, Officer John Gleason, together with 

reserve officers, had been posted. Gleason was 

officer, the sbn of a former lieutenant on the police 

department. Shortly after 8:00 p.m. two white youths, 

being chased by a 22-year old Negro, Bobby Williams, came 

running towards the post. 

As he came in sight of the police officers, Williams 

stopped. 

When D.H., the newspaper reporter, saw Officer Gleason 

he was . two blocks from his post. Striding after Williams, 

\ ever deepter into the ghetto area, he 

one housing project. People in small 

about everywhere. In D.H. 's words: 

had already passed 

milling 

"There was a kind of 

sh'ock and amazement," to see the officer walking by him­

seif ' so deep in the ghetto. 

Suddenly there was a confronta tion between Williams 

and Gleason . Some witnesse s reported Williams had a hammer 

in his hand. Oth~rs say he did not. When D.R.; whos e 

attention had been moment arily distra c ted , nex t s aw Gleason 

he had drawn his gun and was fi r ing a t Wi ll iams . As Williams 

fell to the ground , c ritical l t injured ,· Gleason t ur ned and 

began running back t oward his post. 



Negro youths chased him. Glea son 

his balance, then had his feet knocked out from under him. 

A score of youths began to beat him and kick him. Some of 

the residents in the apartment house attempted to inter­

vene, but they were brushed aside. D.H. believes that, 

under the circumstances and in the atmosphere that prevailed 

at that moment, any police officer, black or white, would 

have been killed. 

After they had beaten Gleason to death , the youths 

took D.H.'s camera from him and smashed it. Fear swept 

over the ghetto. Many residents were convinced, on the 

basis of what had occurred in Newark, that law enforcement 

officers woulq come into the ghetto shooting, bent on 

vengeance. There was no lack of weapons. ~eople began 

actively to prepar~ to defend themse lves. One man sent his 

family out of the city and barricaded himself behind his 

door with a shotgun. 

From a nearby arms manufacturing plant 46 carbine s 

were stolen. They were passed out in the street by a former 

newspaper boy. Law enforcement officers, backed up by 

National Guardsmen, threw a cordon about the area , but made 

n_o attempt to enter it except, occas ionally, to rescue 

someone . Reports of sniper fi r ing, wild shooting, and general 

chaos continued until t he early morning hours . 

By day l i ght Monday New J ersey stat e officia l s had 
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begun to arrive in the city. At a meeting in the early 

afternoon it was agreed that to inject police into the 

ghetto would be to risk bloodshed. That, instead, law 

enforcement personnel should continue to retain their 

cordon, while residents patrolled the area themselves. 

All during the day various meetings took place· be­

tween Government officia°Is and Negro representatives. 

Police were anxious to recover the stolen weapons. Negroes 

wanted assurances against retaliation. 

At 8 p.m. the mayor, accompanied by two State officials, 

went to the housing project and spoke to several hundred 

Negroes. The crowd was hostile. There were demands 
'ik 

that ii; officials give concrete evidence that they were 

prepared to deal with Negro grievances. Again, the meeting 

was inconclusive. The officials returned to City Hall. 

At 9:15 p.m. L.C. rushed in averring that, as a 

result of the failure to resolve any of the outstanding _ 

problems, violence was about to explode anew. The key 

demand of the militant faction was that those who had been 

arrested during the riot should be released. State officials 

decided to arrange for the release on bail of 12 arrestees 

charged with minor viol i tions. Reciprocally, L.C. agreed to 

try to . arrange for the return of the stolen carbines by 

noon on Wedne sday. 
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At 4 o'clock Tuesday morning a dozen prisoners 

were released from jail. Plainfield police officers · 

considered this~ sellout. 

When, by noon on Wednesday, the stolen carbines 

had not been returned, the Governor decided to authorize 

a mass search of the area. At 2 p.m. a convoy of State 

Police and National Guard troop~ prepared to enter the area. 

In order to direct the search as to likely locations, a 

handful of Plainfield polic~ officers were spotted through­

out the 28 vechicles of the convoy. As the convoy prepared 

to depart, the State Community Relations Director insisted that 

the Plainfield Police was such that to permit them to enter 

the area would be to run a serious risk of violence~ 

~olonel& ~viJ Kelly of the New Jersey State Police 

considered this estimate of the situation ridiculous. 

However, the views of the State Community Relations Direc t or 

prevailed. As the search for carbines in the community pro­

gressed, "'fensions increased rapidly. According to witnesses 

and newspaper reports, some men in the . search column began 

.to destroy property, leaving apartments they had gone through 

a shambles. 

An hour and a half after it was begun, the search, 

which had proven to be an exercise in futility, was called 

off. 

Their removal from the convoy had, Plainfield Police 
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officers felt, been their crowning humiliation. A half 

hour after the conclusion of the search, in a meeting charged 

with emotion, the entire Deparbnent threatened to resign 

unless the State Community Relations Direc.tor left the city. 

He bowed to the demand. On Friday, exactly a week after 

the first outbreak, the city began returning to normal. 



Under s~ch circumstances the police , ns the most 

visible and ~uthoritarian sign of white power , become a 

cruc i 1 No ma tter with what good intentions , few, ~ 

if any, major cities a1 pear to have solve d pro-· 

blem. 

Although , efforts were made 

in Detroit 

Commission 

l e vel; 

in the squad car from 

acros s e table from the youth who was likely to throw rocks . 

-------:::-=--:-=-=--::-::-:-:~:-=~~~~ ~=-==--_,,..........,.~;-:--:-;-;-~ In one city where officers were conpelled to attend a 

conununity relations course, it was referred to by them as 

"Nigger loving school." In another city that had, presumably, 

instituted a comprehensive community relations program, the 

Director of Police told Commission investigators that he did 

not see "much ba~is whatsoever to the various complaints of 

Negro groups as to their social and economic conditions." 

A captain called the program "a crock. 11 Another captain de-· 

clared that there was no doubt in his mind that "many of my 

men ~ay 'you black fuck'." However~ he added that . he did not 

consider that this constituted abusive language because, in 

the vernacular of the community, the word "mothe r-fucker" is 

regarded as "hello." 
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In another cit y the Ch i ef o f Police told Commi s sion i n ­

vestigators tha t "the ma j or ity o f of f i cers appro ac h the Negro 

f amily with the s ame c o u r t esy as a wh i t e f amily ." The Deputy 

Chief , directly contradicted him, d e cl a ring tha t you have to 

u se a "double stanc1urc1" in d ealing with . Negroes . He explaine d 

tha t : "Whe n you go into the ir homes , for e xar.1ple , you h av e to 

aajust to the situation ," that "you c a n not use the polite l an­

guage tha t you would use in a white middle class home . You 

have to make a show of forc e , othe rwise you wou l d not be under­

stood,11 beca u se "polite ness is construe d as weaknes s ." 

Con s e quently , t he police h a v e n e ither the i mage nor the 

support in the Negro community tha t the y do in the white. Be­

c ause of the high Negro crime rate the l aw enforcement o fficer 

t ends t6 vi ew every bl~ck person as a suspect . Yet the over ­

whe lming ma jority ~ f vic~ims _of Negro c rimes are Negroes - - in 

o ne Detroit pre cinct, where 78 per c en t of ide ntified assault 

o ffenders were Negroes , 7 6 perce nt of t he victims we re Negroes,,.. 

iJllilif· the complaints o f the vic tims is tha t the police fail to 
!:I- ~ , . ~ . 

re spond expediti~usl~; ...,.~when the y do arrivc ~iJr e apt to r e g a rd 

the crim~ not as s e riou s ly as a similar o ffense committed in a 

white area. As a result t he police t end to be l ooked upon more 

as a forc e of o ccupation than a kee p e r of l aw and order ~ 1'.t. '/lo ✓ 
area s o f a city 

by Negroes, 

allegiance 

o f police recruiting b e come 
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