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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO DATE:Mr. Robert Conot January 18, 1968 

PROM Roger Waldman 

SUBJECT: Newark Profile 

'lbe swom testimony taken in Newark varies from the profile 
as follows: 

p. 37 - Carry-over paragraph. Hassan tore the tape from a 
stenographic machine, not a tape recorder. His lieutenant, 
Captain Rafik, did smash a tape recorder against the wall, but 
this was a separate machine. Rafik also threw the Housing Authority 
map across the room. Curvin 10 & 11 

p. 40 - Last paragraph. The carloads of police officers were not 
reinforcements; they were officers reporting in for a new shift. Melchior 8 

p. 41 - First full paragraph. The molotov cocktails were thrown 
just as Still had finished talking and was stepping down; not as he was 
talking. More important, while it appears that the firebombs did no 
structural damage, it is somewhat misleading to say they splattered harm­
lessly. 'Ibey may have started a fire in the station house, Melchior 12, 
certainly caused a large flareup, Still 11, and were the cause of the 
police charging outside. Lofton 10, Melchior 12 

P• 41 - Second paragraph. The police did not exit from the back 
door, did not wade into the assembled group, and did not have the purpose 
of driving the group away. Rather they exited from the front- door and 

i:.,-....J found a skirmish line in front of the station house. Melchior 13, Curvin 29, 
Still 11-12 

p. 41 - Last paragraph. No one saw cabs in the area but Curvin, and 
be places the hour of their arrival as after the police had cleared the 
crowd. Curvin 34 'Ibis late hour makes sense, as the cabs, according to 
the police, did not get to City Ball until 1:30.-Rocks did not fly while Curvin was speaking. Curvin finished, and 
he and Still began organizing the crowd for a march, Still at the head, 
Curvin at the rear. Part of the crowd was already moving, and the 
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vanguard had reached Belmont Avenue when others still in front of the 
station house set fire to a car and started throwing rocks. Curvin 31-34, 
Still 13-17, Hush 10-13, Melchior 17, Contra Lofton 17-20 

p. 42 Second paragraph. According to Curvin, it sounded like 
"a record playback" rather than "the same old song." Curvin 37 

p. 43/Thi~d paragraph. Six-thirty appears to be too early. Several 
policemenf;u: the rock throwing at after 7:30, virtually none at before 
7:00. Spena, Exhibit Y 

p. 48 - Fourth paragraph. The quote is "I don't believe there was 
as .much snipe"'ng as we thought at the time the insurrection was on" 
Spfoa 84 \ . 

p. 49 - Carry-over paragraph. The quote is "inexperienced untrained 
National Guardsmen who had never been in combat, who had never experienced 
bullets. 11 Sp6na 84 

• 
p. 45 - Second paragraph. Sp,na denies that there was m,thing the 

state police or National Guard did that he did not find out about until 
later, Spina 81-83. lut~ven the CODlllUDication set-up, Spfna 79-80, and 
the overload problem,~ 83, I find this hard to believe. 



Section 3 

PROFILE -- ATLANTA -- FINAL 

({i O"Vl S'~ 
1 

Jt.AM..t- 17
1 

(l,:, 

B 11 1s the National Guard was being withdrawn from 
c~ . . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~-

Cincin~ati)!tlantcur• ~i ta 5 ■ nt. 

~Rapid industrialization following World War II, coupled 

with annexations that quadrupled the area of the city, 

._,made Atlanta a vigorous and booming community. Prag-
'--~ ~ ~ ~ CL,)

matic business and political leadersj klM 1it3 tl 
. ~ -

reputation "- . "'/he iode~ate /t~ongh~ld of the Deep South.• 
~ ~ .,,,,,., ~ / ,ri Pt'~.) ci.i-­

Nevertheless, a~~ integrati6n ot scKools and 

facilities Aa& booa aoea~tea i• p . I 7I; the fact that 

the crty is . the .he_adquarters ~or\ _both~ civil r igh~s organi­

zations and segregationist elements createi a strong and 

ever-present potential for conflict. 

The. -rapidly -girowing Negro population, -wh·ich; by the . 
I . 

summer of 1967 had reached.an estimated 44 percent
) 

and 
. 

was scattered in several ghettos throughout the city, was 

maintaining constant pressure on surrounding white resi~ ...-qtM•..i..-i611~111,,11--■----""-1 Jome . re·ar· ·estat~· . ... 

s by white homeowners,~ 

f g scat lip a11i a acsc C 11 s at · 1 i ci-.l The city police 
. . 

were continually on the alert to keep marches and counter-
. .·'' 

marches of civil rights and -white supremacist organ1z.ations 

· * A block is considered to have been "busted" when one 
Negro family has been sold a home . in a previously 
all-white area. 
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from flaring into violence. 

In Septembey« 196f4~following a fatal shooting by 

a police officer of a Negro auto thief who was resisting 

arrest, only the dramatic ghetto appearance of Mayor Ivan 

Allen, Jr. had averted a riot. 

Boasting that Atlanta had the largest KKK me~bership 

in the country, the Klan, on June 4, 1967, marched through 

one of the poorer Negro sections. A massive police escort 

prevented a racial clash. 

According to Mayor Allen, 55 percent of municipal 
~ . - . 

employees hired in 1967 were Negroes, aRd~~oe& ROH make 
~ ~ f. '2..8~• 

lip a=ouin1etell i8 p@l!'eent of the city work _forceA Of 

908 police department employees, 85 are Negro.I\ WI . a 

_·higher proportion of Negroes than in most . aI bits a•• ct 

~ajor cit~olice depart~ents in the na~~ ,,,--
.. . ~ To N~.,.-o ~ ,•~1~°fle: ~ . .. _ .,{16e progress made, haurznar 1 b erved only to reduce 

the level of inequality. Equal conditions for blacks and 

whites remain': t ·114 a hope for the future. Different 

pay scales for black and white municipal employees perfor-
W ~ 

ming the · same jobs~ only recently eliminated. 

The eco~omic and educational _g~e= the black 

and white populations may, in fact,'¥- increasing. The 
~ ' 

average white Atlantan ;i.e a high school graduate; th~ .., 

average Negro Atlantan hai.not~~rom grammar 

school. 

In 1960 the median income of a Negro family was less 
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than half of the white's $6,350 a year, and 48 percent 

of Negroes earned less than $3,000 a year. Fifty percent 

of the men worked in unskilled jobs, and many more Negro 

women than men, 7.9 percent as against 4.9 percent of the 

respective work forces, held well-paying, white collar jobs. 

Living on marginal incomes in cramped and de~eriorating,_,.. 
quarters -- one-third of the housing~ overcrowded and more 

t~an half deteriorated -- families.= breaking up at an 

incr~asing rate. In approximately four out of every ten 
1,u-., 

Negro h~mes the father j,..s missing. In the case of families 

living in pUblic housing projects, more than 60 percent are 

headed by females. 
OLb,+., 

l1lile Mayorftestimated there were 25,000 jobs in the city 

waiting to be filled because people don't have the education 

or skills to fill them. Yet overcrowding in many Negro 

schools forced the schedul·ing _of extended and double sessions. 

Although Negroes comprise46o percent of the school population, 

there~ 14 "white" ~igh schools compared to 9 N·egro.'1 The 

city has integrated its schools, but de facto segregation as 

a . result of housing patterns has h~d the ef~ect of continuing 

separate schooling of nearly all white ana Negro pupils.,v .... 
Wbo5oas\thlite high school students attended classes six and 

a haii hours a day; Negroes in high schools with double 
. . 4"'1 . •.. ' 

sessions attended \...1] ia,::;Ad o. half~ ~ j,, _) 
One ~f -Ao aaily papawa iR Atlanta 0advertisel 

. ~ 

jobs· by race, and .in some industrial plants there _.-e _~egro 
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jobs and white jobs, - with little chance for advancement 

by Negroes. 

Shortly after 8:00 P.M. on Saturday, June 17, a 

young Negro, E. w., carrying a can of beer, attemp~ed to 

enter the Flamingo Grill in the Dixie Hills Shopping Center. 

When a Negro security guard told the youth he could not 

enter, a scuffle ensued. Police officers were called to 
/ 

the guard's aid. E. w. received help from his 19-year old 

sister, who flailed away at the officers with her purse. 

Another 19-year old Negro youth entered the fray. All three 

were arrested. 

Although some 200 to 300 persons had been drawn to the 

scene of the incident, when police asked them to disperse) 

)
~ ·they complied. 

Because the area is isolated from the city in terms of 

transportation, and there are few recreational facilities, 

the shopping center is a natural gathering place. The next 

night, Sunday, an even bigger crowd was on hand. r. 



the city government to correct conditions and make -improve­

ments. Garbage sometimes was not picked up for two weeks 

in succession. Overflowing garbage cans, littered streets, 

and rempty lots\ clutteredj liihh j I n: w~re !I :!:'::'1&aalag . 0 
~round~ for rats. Inadequate storm drains led to flooded 

streets. Although residents .had obtained title to several 
hv t,w.e. ~ 

lots '4iwl, ocmlti •• ••"" e!!'eaa ~ playgrounds, the city 

- ·failed to provide the equipment and men necessary to convert 

them. 

The area lacked a swimming pool. A nearby park was 

inaccessible because of the lack of a road. Petitions· sub­

mitted to the mayor's office for the correcting of these 
~ 

and other conditions·weu~a lie acknowledged, but 

i_ z we& almost always one af 1rerae, Re• aeeae , ~ a.~ 

Since only one of the 16 aldermen was a Negro, and a 

number of black wards were represented by white aldermen, 

many Negroes felt they were not being properly represente~ 

on the city government. The small number of elected Negro 

officials appeared to be due to a system in which alderm~n . 

are elected at large, · bu~ represent specific wards, and 

must reside in the wards from which they are elected. 

Because of the quilted pattern of black-white housing 
~ , 

white candidates lle.ue been able to meet the residency o. 
requirements for running from predominantly Negro ~ards. 

Since, however, candidates are dependent upon the city­

wide vote for~ ection, and the city has a white majority, 

few Negroes a.we been able to attain office. 

M t?hc 1es±ddi!L& 6£ bl: sacs n:iaglc? · tits Dhl.(e 

JHllS Slioppin~ Qi"•"~ th r b &S!Ld the' ·fu ...t ~ "'='- LE\l 9 z 1e¥ aRQQs. 
. . . ,-;_r] TtU... &.1•X1t. '""' .1 -ca,·, ~ · 
. A decision was madeA.,to organize ■ e •••l committees/ and._ 

hold a protest meeting._ the f~: ing nicrht. 
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t..v r'a 1..L 

·.\ 
\, J ~ \ ., 
t .. IJL 

former president, Stokely Carmichael, wearing agreer 

Malcolm x sweatshirt, appeared, together with several com­

panions. Approaching a police captain, Carmichael asked 

So many Pol1. ce cars .in th-e area. - -Informed-why there were 

that they were there to make sure there was no disturbance, 

Carmichael, clapping his hands, declared in a sing-song 4tefloe 

.,,f- voice that there might have to be a riot if the police 

cars were not removed. When Carmichael refused to move on 

as regu~sted, he was arrested. 
Or, . 

Gp ■ R Ai8 release from jail
• 

declared that the black people were preparing to resist 

~"armed aggression" by the police by whatever means necessary. 

Shortly thereafter in the Dixie Hills Shopping Center, 

which had been closed down for the day, a Negro -youth, using 
~,lt 

a broom handle, began to pound on theAbell of _a burglar 

alarm that had been set off, appar~ntly, by a shortJcircuit. t) 
. ~ , 

When polic~ officers responiiedAand ordered him to stop hit-

ting the bell, the youth began hitting the officers. In ·0 -

~he ensuing scuffle several bystanders intervened. One of 

the officers drew his service revolver and fired, superfi- : · 

: Icially wounding the young man. 

Tension ro.se. Approximately 250 persons were present 

at th.fevening's meeting. When a number of Negro leaders 

··urged -the submission of a petition of grievances through ·.1· 
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legal channels, the response was lukewarm. When 

Carmichael took to the podium, urging Negroes "to take 

to the streets and force the police department to work 

until they fall in their tracks," the response was tumul­

tuous. 
..S~ -: 

The press quoted him as •• I • • g • "It's not a 

question of law and order. We are not concerned with 

peace. We .are concerned with the liberation of black 

people. We have to build a revolution." 

As the people present at the meeting poured into the 

street, they were joined by others. The crowd soon num­

bered an estimated 1,000. From alleys and rooftops rocks 

and bottles were thrown at the nine police officers on the 

scene. Windows of police cars were broken. Firecrackers 

exploded· in the darkness. Police believe they ,may have 

been fir.ea c;m. ■3 ·••iLiL .,, ·;b ■ c PPDfl liu -

Reinforced by approximately 60 to 70 officers, the · 

police, firing over the heads of the crowd, quickly re­

gained control. Of the ~en p~rsons arrested, six were 21 

years of age or younger; aae only one was in his . thirties. _ 

~he next day city equipment appeared in the prea to 
c~...,,_,/_ ,-,:J,.., ~ 

begin work on the long-delayeprojecsdemanded .by the 

citizens. It was announced that a Negro Youth Patrol would . 

be established along the lines of the Tampa White Hats. 
· ~ ~Pclk~ 

SNCC responded that volunteers"would be se_lling their 

"Black brothers out," .and ·would be ~riewed as "~lac;:k .. . _.. 
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Traitors," to be dealt with in the "manner we see fit." 

Nevertheless, during the course of the summer the 200 

youths participating in the corps played an important 

role in preventing a serious outbreak. The police believe 
. tJ.e. 

that establishment of the youth corps RBS~ a major 

factor in improving police-community relations. 

· Another meeting of area residents was called for 

Tuesday evening. At its conclusion 200 protesters were 

met by 300 police officers. As two police officers chased 

several boys down the street, a cherry bomb or incendiary 

device exploded at the officers' feet. In response, several 
c.. ~"':'Tri- t

shots · were fired from police raRh& 1 htolq khat ttthsti.ziby, 
I A 

consist~ 
~ 

mostly of Negro icers. 
"--

- - -The discharge from-.....e · shotgun: ·struck in- the- midst ·of 

several persons sitting on the front porch of a house. A 

46-year old man was killed·; a 9-year old boy was critically 

injured. 

Because of the efforts of neighborhood and anti­

poverty workers who circulated through the area, and the 

later appearance of Mayor -Allen, no further- violence- ensued. 

When H. "Rap" Brown, who had returned to the city that 

af"ternoon, went to other Negro areas in an attempt to ini- : · 

tiate a demonstration against the shooting of the Negroes 

on the porch, he met with no response. 

Within the next few days a petition~awn up by State 

, Senator Leroy Johnson and other moderat;'f:ade_rs/ d_emanding_.__ 
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that Stokely Carmichael get out of the community and 

~allow the people to handle their own affairsrA.as signed 

by more than 1,000 persons in the Dixie Hills area. 

_:, 
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Section 5. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY 

As reports of looting, snipers, fire and death fanned 

• 
outward towards oth~r Negro enclaves in northern New Jersey, 

a web of tension formed. Wherever Negro ghettos existed-~ 

Elizabeth, Englewood, J~rsey City, Plainfield, New Bruns­

wick~- people had friends and relatives living in Newark. 

Everywhere the telephone provided a direct link to the 

scenes of violence. The telephonic messages frequently 

were at variance with reports being transmitted by the 
' 

mass media. 

As gory stories from Newark grew in number, fear and 

anger . interwove themselves within the Negro ghettos. ·con-
. ., 

versely, rumors amplified by radio, television and the 

newspapers -- especially with regard to· guerilla bands 

roaming the streets -- created within the white communities 

a sense of dange~ and terror. To Mayor Patricia Q. Sheehan 

of New Brunswick, it seemed "Almost as if there was a 

fever in the air." She went on to say: "Rumors were 

coming in f~~om all sides on July 17th. Negroes were calling 

to .warn of possible disturbances; whites were calling; 

/ . 

. shop owners were calling. Most of the people were concerned 

1· 
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Three northern New Jersey D communities, Jersey City, 

and Elizabeth, had_had disorders in previous ears 

1 first two in 1964, the latter in both 1964 and 1965. In~""------
these 
~ seem to have dev~lo_ped from resentment a ainst the---~----

The most serious outbreak had occurred in Jersey Ci~t........,~--­
er 

police had arrested a woman, and a rumor had been~ 

parked that the woman had been b_e_a_t _e_n_._______________ 

M As early as May, 1967, the authorities in Jersey City and 

El -f~abeth had started receiving warnings of trouble in the lDffl.1!!DC 

summer ahead. Following the Newark outbreak, rumors and reports, 
- - .I..--

as in New Brunswick, became rampant. The police, relying on past 

ex~eriences, were in no mood to take chances. In both Jersey 

Ci y and Elizabeth patrols were augmented, and the departments were 
I 

ced in a state of YW'tlfalert. 

I 
- I -

i 

i 
I 
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about a possible bloodbath." Her opinion was: "We 

are talking ourselves into it." · 
• 

Everywhere ther.e was the same inequaiity w~th, reg~rd 

to education~ job opportunities, income, and housing. 

Ever}'\\rhere there was the srune lack of representation of 

Negroes on the local government. In six New J .ersey com-

. .fuunitie~* with sizeable ~egro populations,of a total of 

SOcouncilmen, -'5it six were Negro. In a half dozen school 

sy~tems in which _Negro children comprised as much as half 

of the scho~l population, · of a total of 42 m~nbers of the 

Board of Education, mii¥. seven were Negro. 

In each of _the ghettos ·the Negro felt himself 

surrounded by an intransigent wall of whites. In four 

suburban cities -- Bloomfield, Harrison, : Irvington, . and 

-Maplewood --•forming an arc about Newark, out of a total 

population of more than 150,000, only 1,000 were Negroes. 

In the six cities surrounding Plainfield, out of a popula-

tion of more than 75,000, only 1,500 were Negro. 

* Jersey City, Elizabeth, Englewood, Plainfield, Paterson; 
New Brunswick' ·j 
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· Jersey City is that of the New York skyline. Except 

' 
for a few imposing buildings, such as tho~e of the . • 

high-rise New Jersey Medical Center, much of Jersey City 

is a collection of nondescript and deteriorating houses, 

fleshed out with factories and cut up by ribbons of 

super-highways and railroads. 

As one of the principal freight terminals for New 

York City, Jersey City's decline has paralleled that 

of the railroads. As railroad lands deteriorated in value · 

and urban renewal lands were taken off the tax rolls, the 

city suf~ered a catastrophic _decline in .assessed valuation, 

from $464 million in 1964 to ·$367 million .in 1967. The 

tax rate, according to Mayor Thomas J. Whelan, has "reached 

· the point of diminishing returns." 

Urban renewal projects intended to.clear slums and 

replace them with low-cost housing have~ sul ted, actua~ly) 

.in a reduction of 2,000 housing units. / fl'ne area, designated 
c__"7Jt:J woJ.. -liad ~ ~ / a,,,/~ sii.i4$t1 t14-- · 

.: for .urban renewal six years before, J\remained/ iill:: · Ji blighted · 
/ '>, l-~67 4o J ,~~ ~ 1?6/,

afte lxt d J 2 As ramshackle houses continued to deterio-

rate, no repairs were made . on them, yet people continued 
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to inhabit. them. "Planners make plans .and then simply 
\ 

tell people what they are going ~o do," N~groes com-• 

plained in their growing opposition- to such projects., 

Wooden sewers serve residents of some sections of 

the city. Collapsing brick sewers in other sections 

. 
back up the sewage. The population clamors for better 

education for its children; but the school system has 

reached its bonding capacity. By 1975 it is estimated 

that there will re a net deficit of 10 elementary schools 

and one high school. 

Recently the mayor ·proposed to the Ford Foundation 

that it take over ~he operation of the entire educational 

system. The offer was declined. 

A large percentage of the white population send their 
. --:Posc;,·l~~ • · 

.children to parochial schools. {_J(s a result, 1:Jecaesc 11 y 
. . . 

1ts:ve not luM tu :ut i J j ze t ~ ::rmJ d ; ■ uol:eol Sj s1!5E!ffl, white 
-to~~'-4..~~ 

residents~ have -been slower to moveliii than 

in other cities. 

:,'The exodus, however, is accelerating. Within the 

past seven ye 
0

ars the Negro _population has almost doubled, 

4 



and now comprises an estimated 23 _percent .of the total. 

·There is little Negro political leadership. \\1hat ddt?s 
. \ 

exist is fragmented and indecisive. The county in which 

Jersey City is located is run by an old-line political 
-1ld,y-

machine thatlgive11- Negroes little opportunity for partici-

pation. 

Although the amount of schqoling whites and Negroes 

have had is almost equal, the median family· income of 

whites is $1,500 more than that of Negroes. 

The police .department, like Newark's, one of the 

largest in the nation for a . city of its siz~, has ··a .- reputa­0 
tion for toughness. A successful white executive recalled 

that in his chil¢lhood.: "We were accustomed to the Special 

Service Division of the _Police . Department.' If we were 

caught ·hanging around we ._were picked up by· the police_,~ 

taken 
~ 

·.rffh' 
-

e city hospita_:;and beaten with a rubber hose." 

A city Official, questioned about Negro representa-. 
tion on the 825-man police force, replied that it was 34 

times greater than 20 years ago. Twenty y~ars ago it had 

consisted ·of one man. 

5 



0 

A hard-bitten but realistic police captain, who 

commands and liyes within the prec.inct with the highest 
. ·. ', • . 

I . e 

Negro concentration, _insists that his men be able to -get 

along with the people. If they can't, they are trans­

ferred from the precinct. It is the captain's opinion 

that the greatest degree of tension arises when policemen 

from outside the precinct come into make arrests or quell 

disturbances. Such police office.rs d~ not und~rs~and the 

probl~ns and the social habits of the people and are 

therefore apt to react with un.due force~ 

During the four days of the Newark riot, when the ­

city became awash with tales of all descriptions, Mayor 

Whelan announced that if there were any disturbances.he 

would' "meet force with force." The ghetto area was flooded 

with police pfficers. 

On Monday and Tuesday, July, 17 and 18, when crowds 

gathered and a few rocks were thrown, mass arrests were 

made. Only one store was broken into and 'the pilferage 

there was limited to items such as cc::ndy and chewing gum. 

One man· died. He was a Ne.gro· passenger in a cab into 

which a Negro boy threw a Molotov cocktail 
' 
• 

. ., 

6 
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A chicken and an Orthodox Moslem. combined to 

keep Elizabeth cool. As in Jersey City, police had beefed 
I • • 

\ . 
up their patrols, and the very presence of so many offi-. 

cers contributed to the rising tensions. Residents of 

the 12-block by 3-block ghetto,. jammed between the New 
~~~ ~\'){I~ 

Jersey Turnpike and the waterfr ont, l illit. that: "We are 

being punished but we haven't done anything." 

"The community," another said later,. "felt it was in 

a concentration camp." 

Youths from the two high-density housing projects con­

centrated in th.~ area were walking around saying: "We' re 

next; we might ·as well go~ II .., 
~tr<-~ l'O •, oc, cl.----
7 Lf\l•: 30 p ·.m. Monday, July 17th a window was 

~'m-l-~ \k,__ ~titt{ ~ /j__ r 

Commente it''s 

business ·as usual when one store window is broken each week. 

What is .normal becomes abnormal at - a time like this." 

were being 

Fire arri ed. The were 
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When the window was brokem, police responded in force. 

Off-duty officers were recalled. Although most of the~ 

force remained on the periphery of the area, their presencewas 

c-J:~rly -man-±feste-d. 

,, Since there are v--irtu-ally no recreati-onal facilities, on 

summe-l? -i-gh-t -scere of -yettt--hs- may-be -fe\::H'l·d-eengr-eg-a-t-i-n----- -----'­

the s tre-e-t-s-near- -tme-heuS-Yl<§J-pr-o je*s-.-W-i--'t-h the ar-r--i-va-±----e-E-fA.e•""'· -A--­

and Lmo~e-~G-l-i-Ge--, th~ was a. growiag-f-e-e-l--i-R-(j-:th-a-t---s-eme-t:-h-i:n.e:::r------' 

was ,going t0- happen. 

Crowds assemble.cl on both .the street- .and in_ the courtyard -0--f-

the, housing project. Rocks. and,_ bottles were thrown at poi.•·.,.;.,;:::.-------' 

-------'.............s cru.is.ing by. More ~or__e_win.do~s... w.ere broken_. -E.ii...t::.o----_; 

were set in trash e.ans and in the middle of the ~s~t-r~e~e-t...._._._______-' 

II 

I 

~ 

I 

II 
I 

I 

I 

I I 
i 

I 

I 

I 
I 
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€!} I d ::it:h E fi.t t • ~ \workers from the anti-poverty ~ -
~ct e.....,..J-_ .~ ~ ~~. -~ 'h,,.i ~ i11f\-..._ ._ 

~ egan c1.rculat1.ng through the area, -e1<1• ;;ii1-••· a.il ~y 

attempting to get kids off .the street. Many of the resi­

dents had relatives and friends in Newark. Based on what 

d\~~-~~ 
bad happened there, they feared tha t.,J if the vtrl em e 

were not curbed) it would turn into a bloodbath. 

· · nu.Iii Ly work er di scov e re-a -eV-e¼c8:=yot1ll9 s t:e -P-S 

siphoni:119 ga s oline 3o f o soda bottles from a Lr ncJc iR an 

__all£ :y • Be ----1irema9 e d t e=t:v :Hc :::ttP:!!C ?lTt o f tho Hol otov c "_5" 

.- Let ·:1: a. 

The confrontation between tmpolice and the mob of 

teenagers was continuing/I~~~ when a chicken 

fluttered out of the shattered window of a poultry market~ 

One youth attempted to throw gasoline on it and set it 

afire. As the gasoline sloshed onto the pavement, ~he 

chicken leaped. The flames merely singed its feathers.:;C. I $ . . 
A gangling six-foot youth attempted to jy;; £#1 the 

· ~.:t_ ¼..t\ c~ ~ ~\..._ ltlA...~ -0\cEl.__--R.-~. -~ .Jt ~e_(\~ 
chicken. The bird ~ v ~ n-k\...nu-4..j,Hj,,_ c JI Iii 6 b ie z t.wd · 

J
~8~~~~) 

out of his way, -..7 s1ippcd) and tumbled aga inst a tree. 

8 
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.The stark comedy broke the tension. People laughed. 

Soon some began to drift ho me. 

A short time later a Molotov cocktail was thrown against 

the front of a tavern. Fire engines met with no opposition as 

they extingui shed the flames before they could do much damage. 
-----------------QJ::.e.-Gl-~----

The chief of %police ordered the )O{XlOOQI cleared. rnxx:xx 

As the~ officers moved in, the persons who remained on the 

Within fifteen minutes the 

10fX1000{X~l![X:bJZOGOOOU1~X: neighborhood was deserted. 

On both the part of municipal authorities and Negro leaders 

1t re were fears that, if the disorder followed the pattern of 

p st disturbances in Elizabeth and elsewhere, the following day 

ld see an i ntensification of action on the part of the youths. 

patrolled» the 36 square blocks with more than 100 

, some of them stationedo n rooftops. Tension mounted as 
offivers,---~~-----,,--v 1 ewectthe helmeted MD¥ armed with shotguns and rifles, 

em. 

i 

I 

I 



• 

0 

~ tl.a)'Yt.lt~ 

..,..ag_n in a s p '?lice pa-::rollcd Elie 36 s q u a're bioc~... s •.zi;tla ---2 20 

men, som@ o f t h e~en e d 0 11 · , ee:ft-0p g:-p 1Ea r ly in_ t h e 

evening the mayor agreed to meet with a· delegation of 13 

community leaders. When they entered his office, the 

m~yor ~ead · 
"-£'" , > . • .~ 'II\. ~ I 

kill •.• Force 

will b e met with -superior force." An officer's deviation 

from this order, the mayor -said, would be cause for dis-

"peacekeeper" were printed. One of those who agreed to be a 

was Hesham Jaaber. Jaaber, who offi~iatea: at Malcolm X's 

funeral and h a s made two pilgrimages to Mecca, is a leade r 

of a small sect. of Orthodox Moslems. ·A teacher of Arabic 

9 
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. ·and the Koran at the Spirit Hou s e in Newark, he is a . 
. • i~~ . wdl.. ~ ~ t ~lfAJ ,j,✓IJi; I 

militant who-.d~ the mayor said he h ad no bt n 

. ~};:;t;;r e o f I ~wj tb whom h o t.hougl¼i,;;- ] na ccrn:ra wor l. in >t.hc 

f ~••r@ . Although Jaaber believed that certain people 

·w~re sucking the life l;>lood out of the community -- "Count 

the number of taverns and bars in the Elizabeth,,~rt area 

' and compare them with th·e number of recreation facilities" 

h e had witnessed the carnage in Newark and believed it 

c ould serve no purpose to have a riot . Two dozen of his 
.. 

followers , wearing their red fezzes , took to the streets 

to urge order . He himself traveled about in a car with 

a bullhorn. 

~ 
Nevertheless, many white citizens reacted unfavorably to 

the fact that police had permitted Negro community leaders to 

~id in the dispersal of the crowd on the first night. The 

J1, J~ 
p~ i.ce were called "y:ellow," and accused of pa• iala:b1eng che 

Jcwting and-damaging of stores. 
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. ·and the I<oran at the Spirit House in 
. . . i~~ 

militant who--~ the mayor 

~~iiA:: lll a€ , l)a.i: w j tb l•WO~ ):)9 t.l:lm¾ ~ ik he c ouH'l work in-bl-re 

~••111!' @. Al though Jaaber believed that certain people 

·w~re sucking the life 1:>lood out of the community -- "Count 

the number of taverns and bars in the Elizabeth~ ort area 

' and compare them with the number of recreation facilities" 

he had witnessed the carnage in Newark and believed it 

could serve no purpose to have a riot. Two dozen of his 

followers, ' wearing their red fezzes, took to the streets 

to urge order. He himself traveled about in a car with 

a bullhorn. 

As the peacekeepers began ·to make their influence 

felt, the police withdrew from the area. There was no 

~ trouble. 

_;----- In Englewood, a bedroom ·communit_y of 28,000 astride 

the Palisades opposite New York, the police had been 
L 

expecting a riot by some of the city's 7,000 Negro residents 

since two weeks before Newark. As part of this expectation 

they had tested tear gas guns on the police firing range, 
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situated in the middle of the Negro residential area. 
\ 

•\ 

The wind had blown the tea·r gas into surrounding houses. 

The occupants had been enraged. 

The day following the outbreaks in Elizabeth 

police began warning the in 

prepare for a riot. 

On July 21, on the were 

gathering, police i sued Approximately 

urrounding communities 

were of an impending 

riot · swept the city citizens began 

gathering at street c 

At 9:00 that evening 

to an ?tlarm. was pelted with rocks. 

arrived to B ovide protection, some members the bands 

Negro youths who regularly hung out at street 
) 

corne began breaking store windows. The windows da ged 

apP, rently were selected at random. A paint store window 

broken but a jewelry store window was left untouched. 

area, quickly 

the disturbance. 



Although a continuing flow of rumors and anonymous tips to 

pol + e ~ that a riot was in preparation had mentioned two 

sped ific dates, July 19 and July 28, it was on Friday, July 21, 

that the chief of police became sufficiently concerned to alert 

the mayor, order mobilization of the police department, and request 

as~*tance from the police forces of Bergen County an_d_ n_e_a_r_b_y_____ 

com4unities. The 160 officers who res onded brQu ht the total _, 
for4e in .E.nglew_ood that evening_ to 220 men. 

At approximately 9 P--m-. a roc~as thrown through a market 

in- lOBJXMX>OOEX lower elass Negro area, ~s\¼-1--ti-n(J--¾n :th-e- -se:t-:t-i-ng­

off a burglar alarm at pol±ce- headquarters-. -'fwo-- po-l--ice- e-ar!! 

resltonded. They were bit~ oy rocks. 
'l1he 

X tactical force of officers that had been assembled was 

-
rus ed to the scene. A small number of %persons, estimated in 

the official police report to be no more than 15 or J 20, were 

standing in the street. When police formed a skirmish line,}OOQl)OO( 

the Xtx loiterers, mostly youths, retre~ted into nearby 

Park, a large and tree=studdedX expanse. The police met 

no qpposition. ~· I!! a !l1~ timed i;h9?i--.left tJ,e sc:e"JIP. 

~ 
~ ] 

t ~ :J-WiCarned Co: guat:d tlze:: ::fi:E£:men:. t Attracted by the p_r_esence 
the 

of RWIRXBKll police officers, people began drif~~ OU-t of Mackay 

Par~. Anyry verbal exchanges took place between the resiqents an'\i. 

the police. The Negroes demanded to see the mayor. 

x The mayor arrived. The residents complaineaabout the 

presence of so many police officers. Other grievances, many of 

them minor, began to be aired. According to the mayor, he became 

inv lved in a "shouting match~' ~and ttc:f;--zt ~ 1 



L'I'h.ey returned to guard firemen who responded to11ch..ar~ whe!:37 

.:,ffi'l:Srr:Jy ~ er eafbi:r:: Csrnall fires were set on the outside of two 
markets· 1M 1e :£ · a doper~ I a !f : a le..i . 

~ the police ordered the people on the street to disperse
2. 

a rock knocked out a streetlight, darkness blanketed the area. 

From behind hedges and XXMMXother places of concealment a variety 

of missiles- were thrown at the police. The officer in K charge 
cut lfllX when 

was/severe y ~ a ~------Y,ott e roke tne win s ie d of a car. 

A~ fireaepar men lighting unit was orougnt to the 

scene to il1.uminate 7:ne area. -After tnat., except fer some desu ory 

rock throwing-~lllOl~l]p~[XJ~ID{UXls;ffl!OOOO!il::CX:llDXJ~!M' 

fu- n~ighborhood was quiet for the r~~-e'he nigh~e-.- ~A-..s-m~an-lffl.X~r--­

band of youths !Ilade a foray into the city'" s pr±nci-pcr]:--1msiness 

di-strict two blocks away. Although a few windows ware broken, 

there-was :rw- looting. Police quiekly seal-ea ef-f the are-a--. 'I1here 

was no further damage ~~st,.a..b±-4:-shm-~r=-----------

The same -pa-t-t.~~e-:t=-S---G-G-1'.l-t-i.nu.e<i- fQ; the--Bc0xt thr...e- ---­
A relatively large number of : 

-n-.i.ghts./ ?.olice, responding- to...the breaking of X win~h 

setting of a fire, _wouJd come upon a smaJJ number of persons in 

the street. Fir.es repeatedly were set at or near the same...__.t.w_ ___ 

stores and a tavern. On one occasion two Negro youths__t....,........x"-----

Althou h sounds resemblin unshots were heard sporadica_l_l~ ----
------++---~"-'--"-'-'-'-"-

ou hout the area, EOlice never came under sni er f j.re ~ no 

flashes were~ seen, and no bullets or expended shells were 
the 

Lt. William Clark, who, as/Bergen County Police De art----~----

civil disorders expert, was on the scene, reporte.d that 
--+f.------ --------

enagers, as a harassing tactic, had exploded cherry bombs and 

recrackers over a widely scattered area. Another view is that 

tl)ere may have been shots, but that they were fired into the air. 
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----------

Nevertheless, the••~ • •&PDD press report-Au that: 

"nipers set up a three-way crossfire at William and Jay Streets 

i the heart of the Fourth Ward Negro ghetto, and pinned down 

1 O policemen, four reporters and a photographer for more than 

a hour." 

100000tt)qj 
These r.epoz::ts- w.e.r~ ~cy_rlefin.itely exaggerated _and _____,,_,e=r,.,__-_ ___-. 

" _according ta Deputy Chief William F. Harrington of 

,-------i+-......,_......rbance" appeared in Xl()l press reports as a "riot," and 

" as .)day o_ut_o_f_proportion in terms of the severit of the situa-

_ t on.i"Jlli: ~ eel Y a--1tro~," the 18 1_! Chief said, "tha_t___ 

__ ___ t · e news media •• actuall inflamed the situation day by day." 

t+--------·------------------ -- - --
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PROFILE PLAINFIELD -- FINAL 

Section 6 

New Jersey's worst viole nce outside of Newark was 

experienced by Plainfield , a pleasant, tree-shaded city 
~ 

of 45,000. A "bedroom community," more than ~third of 

whose residents work outside ~he city, Plainfield had had 

few 
/ 

Negroes until the 1950's. By 1967 the Negro population 

had risen to an estimated 30 percent of the total. As in ' • 

Englewood, there was a division between the Negro middle 

class, which lived in the East}side "gilded ghe_tto," and 

the unskilled, unemployed and underemployed poor on the 

West side. 

Geared ~g•1ar~ ffleetiA! the needs of a suburban middle 

class, the part-time and fragmented city government had 

failed to realize the change in character which the city 

had undergone, and was unprepared to cope with the problems 
. ~~ 

of a growing '\jR~ ilRP: lil R'iilersoih ■ e••d population. 

There was no full-time administrator or city manager. 
l,U.11\..1 \'>Ollil -\~ O'Wl,,\. 

Boar~appointed by the mayor whose osition was largely0 " ,.,. '•re..... '-~ 
honorary r aR.'1.· part td:ffle .-- ,•i t hA Jurisdiction over such area 

as education, welfarcJ\ health.1tiai,, operated iAaopeRe1eRt1¥. 

Accustomed to viewing politics as a gentleman's pastime, 

city officials were startled and upset by the ~Qil• i in-

tensity with which demands issued from the ghetto. Usually 

such d emands were met oblique ly, rather than head-on. 
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In the summer of 1966, trouble was narrowly averted 

over the issue of a swimming pool for Negro youngsters. 

In the summer of 1967, instead of having built the pool, 

the city began busing the children to the county pool a 

half-hour's ride distant. The fare was 25 cents per person, 

and the children had to provide their own lunch, a con­
a_ 

siderable strain on a frequent basis for" poor famil-r- with 
-~ 

n•miutt s sf children. 

The bus operated only on three days in mid-week_.-tt Sn 
• 

week-ends the county pool was too crowded to accommodate 

children from the Plainfield ghett6. 

Pressure increased upon the school system to adapt 

itself to- the changing social and ethnic backgrounds of its 

pupils. There were strikes and boycotts. The track system 

created de facto segregation within a supposedly integrated 

school system@ ~ost of the youngsters from white middle 

class districts were in the higher track, most from the · 
~~ 

Negro poverty areas in the lower. 6Lzained ~elations~etween 

iw,.lNegro pupils~ . some white teachers ~ooultea iR. efta±ged 
~ 

5acial at~gs~Rere. Two-thirds of school dropouts ,=:::1'e ,~ae
1'fu 

estimated, w~e Negro. 

In February .e 1967 the NAACP, out of a growing sense 
;-

of frustration with the municipal government, tacked a list 

of 19 demands and complaints to the door of the city hall. 

Most dealt with discrimination in housing, employment and 

in the public schools. By~ summer a• tOII the city's
I 
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Common Council had not responded. Although two of the 

11 Council members were Negro, both represe nted the 

Eas~side ghetto. The poverty area was represented by 

two white women, one of whom had been appointed by the 

Council after the elected representative, a Negro, had 

ajl.. 1.· · ~ · ..;.,liaee:ee:!!fl~IEPa!•!ftl!lf!fil?IIP-RIIC-= sb¥3...nllti•Ri■t==IC~CCl!JIRIIP@IIILll=!~jl!:Ell!l!lll!]::!!!1~M1"1 moved ~· I , E I he 

Relations between the police and the N1gro commu~it~, 

tenuous at best, had been~~ week J_H'-:i-or to the 
~ ~ ~~ -' 

Newark outbreak. p;iuring tdu 11 •••e ef a routine arrest in 
a_ ) . 

ci:i:i61 Qf tfte" housing project/, a woman a-ft,9;r; eoiR~ l-iand 

e~ii@~, had fallen down a flight of stairs. The officer 

said she had slipped. Negro residents claimed he had 

pushed her.1"\when a delegation went to city hall to file a 

complaint, they were told by the city clerk that he was not 

empowered to accept it. Believing that they were being 

given the run-around, the delegation, angry and frustrated, 

departed. 

On Friday evening, July 14, the same police officer 
' 

was moonlighting as a private guard at a diner frequented 

by Negro youths. He was, reportedly, number two on the 

Negro community's "ten most-wanted" list of unpopular police 

officers.~ (The list itii61lf was colorblind. Although out of 

82 officers on the force only 5 were Negro, 2 of the 10 on 

the "most wanted'' list were Negro. The t wo officers most 

1311 1 , lzlzs respected in the Negro community we re white} 
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Although most of the youths at the diner were of 

high school age, one, in his mid-twenties, had a repu­

tation as a bully. Sometime before 10:00 r.M., as a 

result of an argument, he hit a 16-year old boy and split 

open his face. As the boy lay bleeding on the asphalt, 

his friends rushed to the police officer and demanded that 

he call an ambulance and arrest the offender. Instead, the 

officer walked over to the boy, looked at him, and repor­

tedly said: "Why don't you just go home and wash up?" He~--refused tol\ arrest. an~•ono. 

The youngsters a• tAc dirar were incensed. They 

believed that, had the two particfpants .in· the incident 

.,,.,.. been white, the older youth would have been arrested, 

the younger taken to the hospital iwmediately. 
~ ~~~ . 

IA 05dcr to ~o froro tbe djAcr · to the housing project0 ~ 
:i.1R uhieh most of them lived, the youths had to traverse 

four blocks of the city's business district. As they 

walked, they smashed three or four windows. An observer 

interpreted their behavior as a reaction to the incident at 

the diner, in effect challenging the police officer: "If 

you won.' t do anything · a.bout that, then let's see you do 

something about this!" 

On one of the quiet city streets two young Negroes, 

D.H. and L.C., had been neighbors. D.H. had graduated from 

high school, attended Fairleigh' Dickinson University and, 

after receiving a degree in psychology, had obtained a job 
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as a reporter on the Plainfield Courier-News. 

L.C. had dropped out of high school, become a 

worker in a chemical plant, and, although still in his 

twenties, had married and fathered seven children. A 

man with a strong sense of family, he liked sports and 

played in the local baseball league. Active in civil 

rights, he had, like the civil rights organizations, over 

the years, become more militant. For a period of time h~ 

had been a Muslim. 
,,. ~~~ 

Shortly after midnight, in an attempt to ea~ 'e'he 

e~u~ti-en, D.R. and the two Negro councilmen met with the 

youths in the housing project. Jltl I gt'"Jte focal point 

of the youths' bitterness was the attitude of the police 

until 1966 police had used the word "nigger" over the police 

radio and one officer had worn a Confederate belt buckle and 

had flown a Confederate pennant on his car,--""fheir com-

plain~ § • 1 3 i is over local and national issues. U 
There was an overriding cynicism and disbelief that govern­

ment would, of its own accord, make meaningful changes to 

improve the lot of the lower class Negro. There was an 

ov~rriding belief that there were two ~ets of policies by 

the people in power, whether law enforcement officers, 

newspaper editors, or government officials: one for white, 

and one for black. 

There was little confidence that the two councilmen 
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could exercise any influence. One youth said: "You came 

down here last year. We were throwing stones at some 

passing cars and you said to us that this was not the way 

to do it. You got us to talk with the man. We talked to 

him. We talked with him, and we talked all year long. We 

ain't g6t nothing yet!" 

"rr~~--_........_........_....,_4!-~o~m!:.!.:!:i~s~e:___:t~h,at meetings would be 

same day, with the editor of the 

newspape with the mayor the youths agreed to disperse. 

At the first of these meetings the youths were, 

apparently, satisfied by the explanation that eae news- 0 
paper.._ coverage was not deliberately discriminatory. The 

seggnd meeting/with the mayor, however, ~,hioh ~ggaR a~ D 
7199 e'olegk tbat euenii), proceeded badly. The Negroes 

present felt that the mayor was complacent and apathetic, 

·and that they were simply being given the usual lip service, 

from which nothing would develop. 

The mayor, on the other hand, told Commission in­

vestigators that he recognized that, "Citizens are frustrated 

by the political organization of the city," because he, 

himself, has no real power and "each of the councilmen says 

that he is just one of the eleven and therefore can't do 

anything." 

After ~pproximately two hours, a dozen of the youths 

walked out, indicating an impasse and signalling the breakup 

of the meeting. Shortly the reafter window smashing began. 
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A Molotov cocktail was set afire in •L•••-•-•~sll!f"f a 

tree. One fire engine, in which a white and Negro 

fireman were sitting side by side, had a Molotov cocktail 

thrown at it. The white fireman was burned. 

As window smashing continued, liquor stores and 

taverns/ especially/wero/hard hit. Some of the youths 

believed that there was an excess concentration of bars 

in the Negro section/ and that these were an unhealthy in­

fluence in the community. 

Because the police department had mobilized its full 

force, the situation, although serious, never appeared to 

get out of hand. Officers made C-~ arrests. The 

chief of the fire department told Commission investigators 

that it was his conclusion that ''individuals making fire­

bombs did .not know what they were doing, or they could have 

burned the city." 

At 3:00 o'clock Sunday morning a heavy rain sgg•A~ ~ 

fall, scattering whatever groups remained on the streets. 

In the morning police made no effort to cordon off 

' the area. As white sightseers and churchgoers drove by the 
WM . 

housing project there~ sporadic iRei~gRta of rock 
€' j t 3 

throwing.aR@. ,iele~ee. During the early afternoon ~R0aQ 
~ ---~~_.) 

y-increased. 

At the housing project, a meeting was conveped by 

L.C. to draw up a formal petition of grievances. As the 

youths gathered it became apparent that some of them had 
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been drinking. A few kept drifting away from the 

parking lot where the meeting was being held to throw 

rocks at passing cars. It was decided to move 9'4@!1!)8118 

• the meeting to lc!!'o&Ahl.'ooh Pa'l!'Jt J a county park several 

blocks away. 

Between 150 and 200 persons, including almost all 

of the rockthrowers, piled into a caravan of cars and 

headed for the park. At approximately 3:30 P.M. the Chief 

of the Union County Park Police arrived to find the group 

being addressed by David Sullivan, Executive Director of 

the Human Relations Commission. He "informed Mr. Sullivan 

he was in violation of our park ordinance and to disperse 

the group."lsullivan and L.C. attempted to explain that 

they were in the process of drawing up a list of grievances, 

but the Chief remained adamant. They could not meet in the 

park without a permit, and they did not have a permit. 

After permitting the group _10 to 15 minutes grace, 

the Chief decided to disperse them. "Their mood was very 

excitable," he reported, and ''in my estimation no one could 

appease them so we moved them out without too much trouble. 

They left in a caravan of about 40 cars, horns blowing and 

yelling, and headed south on West End Avenue to Plainfield." 

Within the hour looting became widespread. Cars were 

overturned, a white man was snatched off a motorcycle, and 

the fire department stopped responding to alarms because 

the police were unable to provide protection. After having 
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been on alert until midday, the Plainfield Police Depart­

ment was caught unprepared. At 6:00 P.M. only 18 men were 

on duty. Checkpoints were established at crucial inter­

sections in an effort to isolate the area. 
------

j.t one of the intersections, three blocks from the 

housing project• Officer John Gleason, together with two 

reserve officers, had been poste Gleason was a veteran 

officer, the son of a former lieutenant on the police de­

partment. Shortly after 8:00 P.M. two white youths, chased 

by a 22-year old Negro, Bobby Williams, came running from 

the direction of the ghetto toward Gleason's post. 

As he came in sight olthe police -officers, Williams 

stopped. Accoun~s~ what ~f next, or why Officer 

Gleason took the action he did, What is known is 

that when D.H., the newspaper reporter caught sight of him 

a minute or two later, Officer Gleason was two blocks from 

his post. Striding after Williams directly into the ghetto 

area, Gleason already had passed one housing project . 

.People in j'mall groups were milling about. In D.H.'s words: 

"There was a kind of shock and amazement," to see the officer 

walking by himself so deep in the ghetto. 

Suddenly there was a confrontation between Williams 

and Gleason. Some witnesses report Williams had a hammer 

in his hand. Others say he did not. When D.R., whose 

attention momentarily had been distracted, next saw Gleason 

he had drawn his gun and was firing at Williams. As 
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Williams ·fell to the ground, er i tical ly injured, Gleason 
~ 0 

turned and se,an I tt11Hiffi:1 back toward his post •. 

Negro youths chased him. Gleason stumbled, regained 

his balance, then had his feet knocked out from under him. 

A score of youths began to beat him and kick him. Some• 
ct1-

41Ae residents~ the apartment house attempted to intervene, 

but they were brushed aside. D.H. believes that, under the 

circumstances and in the atmosphere that prevailed at that 

moment, any police officer, black or white, would have been 

killed • 

.Af~er they had beaten Gleason to death, the youths 

took D.H.'s camera from him and smashed it. 

Fear swept over the ghetto. Many residen~s -- both 

lawless and law-abiding -- were convinced, on the basis of 

what had occurred in Newark, that law enforcement 

would come into the ghetto shooting. bent on vengeance, 

There was no lack of weapons. 11 People began actively 

to prepare to defend themselves.A Forty-six carbines were 

stolen from a nearby arms manufacturing plant and passed 

out in the street by a young Negro", a former net..,spaper boy. 

Most of the weapons fell into the hands of youths, who 
WC,., 

began firing them wildly. A fire station s~aft to be 

peppered with shots. 

Law enforcement officers continued their cordon about 
~ .,,,_ 

the area , but made no attempt to enter it except~ occasion- CJ 
al~ rescue .ss~@Q.Ae-. National Gua rdsmen arrived shortly 

6-10 

mailto:ss~@Q.Ae


after midnight. Their armored personnel carriers were 

used to carry troops to the fire station which had been . 

besieged for five hours. During this period only one 

fire was reported in the city. 

Reports of sniper firing, wild shooting, and general 

chaos continued until the early morning hours. 

By daylight Monday, New Jersey state officials had 

begun to arrive.iA the eit~. At a m~eting in the early 

afternoon it was agreed that to inject police into the 

ghetto would be to risk bloodshed; that, instead, law en­

forcement personnel should continue to retain their cordon. 

All during the day various meetings took place be­

tween government officials and Negro representatives. 

Police were anxious to recover the carbines that had been 

stolen from the arms plant. Negroes wanted assurances 

against retaliation. In the afternoon, L.C., an official 

of the Human Relations Commission, and others drove· through 

the area urging people to be calm and to refrain from 

violence. 

At 8:00 P.M. the New Jersey Attorney General, Human 

Relations Director, and Commander of the State Police, 

accompanied by the mayor, went to the housing project and 

spoke to several hundred Negroes. Some members of the 

crowd were hostile. Others were anxious to establish a 

dialogue. There were demands that officials give concrete 
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evidence that they were prepared to deal with Negro 

grievances. Again, the meeting was inconclusive. The 

officials returned to city hall. 

At 9:15 P.M., L.C. rushed in claiming thatl\ a..s- -a 

resul t of the f ail ure t o reso lve any o f the outstanding 

problem/ and reports that pe~le who had been arrested by 

the police were being beaten/\violence was about to explode 

anew. The' key demand of the militant faction was that 

those who had been arrested during the riot should be re­

leased. State officials decided to arrange for the release 

on bail of 12 arrestees charged with minor violations. 

--•ipz 115, L.C to try to induce return of the 

stolen carbines by ~ee~ o~ Wednesday~. 

As state officials were scanning the list of arres­

tees to determine which of them should be released, a 

messag~ was brought to Colonel Kelly of the State Police 

that general firing had broken out around the perimeter. 
f) p...,. ~M ~ h ~ ~ :_) 

(!riiivestigation disclosed that one shot of unex-

plained origin had been heard. In response, security 

forces had shot out street lights, thus initiating the 

"general firing. 11 'Pel"leie:R r.ms so ~~eat e.Ptti Ree4d,lity bsi.~-

tween maz:1 liU:J eofarceroent offj con; aMEi lliefJ!l!'e reoiti@Ptes 

se ovett that there wa5 feer the.ta small S!'ee~h wigbt 1ee:t. 

eff e. raeial eJi..f;t. 

At 4:00 o'clock Tuesday morning, a dozen prisoners 

were released from jail. Plainfield police officers 
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considered this a "sellout." 

When, by noon on Wednesd ay, the stolen carbines had 

not been returned, the Governor decided to authorize a 

mass search of the area. At 2:00 P. M. a convoy of State 

Police and National Guard troops prepared to enter the 

area. In order to direct the search as to likely locations, 

a handful of Plainfield police officers were spotted 

throughout the 28 vehicles of the convoy.(/As the convoy 

)( prepared to depart, the State Co~munity Relations Director, 

bel~eving himself to be carrying out the decision of the 

Governor not to permit Plainfield officers to participate 
14 k~ 

in the search, ordered their removal from the vehicles• .QR 

f1'- h,v, ~W"1'0 . \_~ 
\~ baeis that their participation might-~laa a clash 

between them and the Negro citizens. 

As the search for carbines in the community progressed, 

tensionl increased rapidly. According to witnesses and 

newspaper reports, some men in the search force left apart­

ments ~t~ in shambles.►~1--r•tdl~l=ii:::sai~gl:1 

/ill. hour and a half after it was begun~Fhe search was 

called off No stolen weapons were discoverediin thQ apa£t 

me~te. For the Plainfield police, the removal of the 

officers from the convoy had been a humiliating experience. 

A half hour after the conclusion of the search, in a meeting 

charged with emotion, the entire·/epartment threatened to 

resign unless the State Community Relations Dire ctor left 

the city. He bowed to the demand. 
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On the first outbreak,Friday, e-=-1!7Mlll9k after

¼~· 
the city ••••••• returning to normal. 
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. &i. :;--ETROIT·E:--

On Saturday evening, July 22, the Detroit Police ,, . 
Department.raided five blind pigs!' The .blind pigs' had , 

~_fu;, ;tc_c-~ -~~ ' )Uc,,n~u{ ~ 
-Je!:1---th~ir origin in~ days befo.e-Horild :Wai; Ii, vme11 

tbe·y had s:&ruae as private social 

oha-i;:.a-<.rt,ez.:-o.f-t-h~bl-d.-nEl-pigs--had~hangedy-and -.they-had 
~,~ ~ a,/-fA ·/...+.n ;J · . 

eeeeme ille9Al drinking and gam~ling ~pots. 
' · · ~..., I - i .LY(:!. d.!.J . 
jThe fifth blind pig on.the list, the United Com-

' munity and Civic League at the corner of 12th Street and 

Clairm~nt, had been raided twice before • . Once @ perso~s 

had been pick d up; another time, 28 •. A Detroit Vice Squad 
. -~d_ fo~~) · •. 

officer had · ~e .ntr.anc.e-t.o 
. ,------- - . ~t:> • c) 

~he-bl:-4.-nd-p-i,gLshortly after t.an o • clock Saturday night. · 
/.k ~ e,,d.,t,J,u/. . . . /AA" . .. . .. 

WAGJk on his second attempt, a~was· snccessful, ii.~ _wa,s 3:45 
• . . 

A.M. Sunday morning. 
. . . . 

' The Tactical Mobile Unit, the Police Department's 

Crowd/ Contr~l Squad·,· had been dismissed" at 3 (.e9 A.M.· Since 

Sunday morningfisl tradit!,~nally} the least troublesome . 
. . -~ tlc..t •. , .. t. • - ~ c..~t,...,, . . . . 

time for police El-epa-:t±:mer..-b" · all over the ai:iited _-5tr.ste:s.., 
- 1,4,·~u 

1:-hei;:e _we.re . only 193 . officersA patrolling the streets. Of 
. 

these, 44 . were in the .10th Pre~inct where the blind pig was 
I Ilocated. 

~ 
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Police expected to find two dozen patrons in the blind pig. That 

night, however, it was the scene of a party for several servicemen, tN:> of 
. ~\~ . 

whan were back from Vietnam. Sathre 1i::r-two dozen patrons, police found 

82x some sf J 1m voiced resentment at the police intrusion. 
~ ~~'l.. ~bl... 

An hour went by before · · 

were still on the street • hort order, a crowd of about 200 ... 

. gathered. 

warm--the temperature that day was _ o 

1965 ••• 



of wh en stationed in Vietn 
a -h-· :.:,.!,;.~·~~.:.:.=:.:::::...:_.-:-?,,c._--:----:----:-~ 

l~- -scn~taJ: ~:--__,;-~~ tment at 

e police,intrusi onal patrol wagon~ 

ould be called to persons from the 

The ~er was warm 

e temperature wa~ t~~ to 86 degrees 

-- and Despite the hour, numerous ~~s were 

n the streets. Within ~ -shOrt period a cil!w~f 

pJ.:QX.imat.e.ly.....2.0_0-pe-r-sons- had,..,gat-here·d •· ~ 

In Novernber ·of 1965, George Edwards, Judge of the 

United States ·Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, and 

Commissioner of the Detroit Police Department from 1961 
. . 

.· to 1963, had written in the Michigan Law Review: 

"I~- is clear that in 1965 no· one will make 
·- excuses for any city's inability to 

foresee . the possibility of racial trouble 
• .•• Although local police forces gen-
eral~y regard themselves as public servants 
with the responsibility of maintaining laf 
and ·order ·, they tend to minimize this ·· . 
attitude when they are patrolling areas that 
are heavily populate~ ~with Negro citizens. 
There they _tend to view each person on•th~ · 
streets as a potential criminal or ~nemy, and 
all too often that attitude is reciprocated.
Indeed, hostility between the Negro communities j
in· our large cities and the police 4epartments,
is the major _problem in law enforcement in this 
decade. It has been -a major cause of· all ~ecent 
race riots." . , · 

-Dd,t_,~~ ~ 
At the time of ~9431 riot, Judge Edwards told 

" ·Commission investigators, there was "open warfare between 
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the Detroit Negroes and the Detroit Police Department." 

As late as 1961, he thought that "Detroit·was the leading 

candidate in the United States for a race riot." 

-·41~ere -was .a . long histo~y of conflict between the 
. -fJ ,~ .· . . 
police department and citizens ~"-:&ctreit'a 1943 Paoe rio~, 

in which 34 persons died, was the bloodiest in the United 

-States in a span of ~ decade~.'( During the labor ~ J 

of the _19_~o•~ union members had come ~o view the Detroit 

Police Department as a strike-breaking force. 

Judge Edwards and his successor, Commissioner Ray 

Girardin, attempted to restructure the image of the de­

partment. A Citizens Complaint Bureau was set up to 

facilitate . the filing of complaints by citizens against 
. ~~-
officers. J.nd4:ea·bi-Gns-a-r--e.,-hewever..,-t-hat: In practice +.-

. ~~ Bwit~ -~tt11rid -h ~ J

~••~••a J.ittle .better t _han less .enlightened and more cum-

bersome procedures in other cities. 

On 12th Street, ·with its high incidence of vice and 

crime, the issue of police brutality was a recurrent theme. · 

· A montb earlier the killing of a prostitute had been de-. 
, 

termined by police investigators to be the work of a pimp. 

According to rumors in the community the crime had b.e.en 

committed by a Vice Squad officer. 
u,,wt - ,.f? 

~...e,J,.y Jt the same time the of :i 
I\ »»...------.4'----.- . .., . 

tl- 27-year old Negro Army veteran -Banny Thomas gang ot; 
. 'J 

white youths, had inflamed the community. ee~e~age syfhe 
city's major newspapers,.,c::iv,hich played down the story in 

hope that the murder would not become a cause for increased 
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r . ~ --~-f/ft_ .,) 
tensions.fbackfi~ed. A seRsationalizea banner story 

in the Michigan Chronicle, · the city's Negro newspaper, 

began: "As James Meredith ~arched again Sunday to prove 

a . Negro could walk in Mississippi wit~out fear, a young 

woman who saw her husband killed by a white gang, shouting: · . 

'Niggers keep out of Rouge Park,' lost her baby. 

·. _"Relat.ives were upset that the full story of the 

murder w~s not ·oeing told, apparently in an effort to pre­

vent the incident from sparking a riot." 
. ~~r~µ,..-s)

Some Negroes believed that the treatment of the story 
. ~ 

by the majo~ Rewspapers was further evidence of the double 

standard: /laying up crimes by Negroes, playing down 

crimes conunitted against Negroes. i · 
Although police arrested and eha~g~one suspect w.-3'1 

__ murder, Negroes q~~s:ioned .why the ·entire gang was ~ot held. 

What,. they asked• would bave been the result if a white man 

had been killed by a gang of Negroes? What if Negroes had 

made the kind of advances toward a white woman that the 

white men were rumored to have made toward Mrs. Thomas?.
• 

The Thomas family hai lived only four or five blocks 
•. 'J. -ft.~"

. 

. 
. 

. . 
from the _e~ne_of ~~e blind pig~i=,a.W. A few minutes after 

5:00 A.M., sh~:~ after the last of· those arrested had 
. \. ~ '-?·t:., b n;t{.£ s ~ t....eJ ~ -If:<~ 

been haulE:d away, ";ii,,i pe-:L1ee er:w.iseil' he:d it;('rea·r window 
~-,. ,._ . ,--,.--<,,.. c.(. ~. . ; , 

sina&Ae~an empty ba.t.t.k. · She,r.tl¥ ~he?:1eaft.er A litter 
: 

basket was ·thrown through the window of a store. Rumors ~ -tt., 

of excess force used by the police during the raid.~ 

•♦ - • 

A youth, whom police nicknamed "t-tr. Gr.eenslecv.cs!' 
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~ , . l,&, ~~-~o\-U 
\!_;J because a;(i aJliG •~ shirt 1111'1•-.aa•s--••-s, was shouting: 

"We're going to have a riot!" and exhorting the crowd to 

vandalism. 
~ 

At 5:20 A.M. Commissioner~ Girardin was notified. 

He immediate~y calle~ Mayor Jerome Cavanagh. Seventeen 

officers from other areas were ordered into the 10th Pre-

cinct. By.6~ A.M. police sefaE&ent strength had grown 

to 369 m~n. Of these, however, only ~3 were committed to 

the immediate riot area. By t~at time the number of 

persons on 12th Street was growi~g into the _thousar,ds/ and 

widespread window-smashing and looting had begun.
fl~ 

Al::t:heagk a hleeh t?e either side of 12th Street were "hl.d 

_.. middle-class districts, Along ~2th Street itself~~~,-
_....-crowded apartment houses created a density of more than =- · --

21·, 000 ._ persons per square mile,· almost double the city 

average. Only 18 percent of the residents were homeowners. 

Twenty-five percent of the housing was considered so sub­

standard as to require clearance, aRel 4nother ·l9 percent · 

had ~ajo~ defi~iencies.f]The crime rate was almost double · 

that of the city as a whole. A Detroit pol~ce officer told 

Cqmmission ·investigators that prostitution wa~ so wide-
. . ?Yt.A./.t ~,,I ______ ..__...._ __ ..___ . .. 

· spread that .officers" arrest~ only when .t-ae-i.J:. t·~ . 
soliciting became· blatan0 .I· 

~~~ , .. I 

. i · · c:;;-;~opo;;i~~-~f~;oken families was more ·than twice · 

that in t~~--_r~:~!._.: the city._}ftrh~ m~vement of pe~ple ~h~L----- --the --slums of "Dlack Bottom'! .had been cleared for urban .. : .. --·· -\ 

r .enew~l had changed 12th Street from an integrated commun~tyj 

into a_n almost totally black _on_e, .Jn '!htc;h_~J!!l a number of ..., _ _ 
~(!rChant s remained white • ( B-S ---K• 



--

iRto aR almost totally ~laeJt eAe, iA r.thiel-1 ealy a i:wmbel:.. 

ef the me;a;;c:han-t:s ren,aiued ,,hi Le. 

By 7:50 A.M., when a 17-rnan police commando unit 
(J-'.,t.. 

attempted to make the first sweep, th CJ: ~re an e_stimatedWt~tl"'" 
(,v('S~ 3,000 person~ 12th Street. They offered no resistance. 
~ · L~As the £~ua4 moved down the street, they gave way to ~nep~f z.. 

side, and then flowed · back behind .i ·t. cd--,/.y .~. _,' 
1 

· . , , . L-. . 
... . .. ~<=:i.:i¥~-,t ~~ 1l\f f"i.tU 110 

flile IRiHta,e~ ~ ~ shoe store" I,aa \lat?ehe,4_ for ~·two hours· 

as the store was being looted• . ·v1aiftly a,.•aitiRg, _accox:d i Dg 

~ him, t.he a1r»i·1al 0£ the pe¼iee. · At 8:25 A.M. someone 
. . 1N-~-J. 

in the crowd yelled "The cops are corning!" ...,.. flames 4- ~ 
~~wt/

i»leee,pft\ed fr<:>m the i:-nt.erier &f the · store. It uae 4!lle firei!· 

:U.:l'ea,ef t!he !l'iet.. Firemen who responded were not harrassed. 

~ The flames were extinguished. 

- -- . . By mid-morningJl,122 menA appr~ximately a fourth of 

-ttAa sbr,eng.t.-h- of the police departrnentA hap repor_ted for 
· . · ~ CN ~ S\t- k,t2.oc~ . • 

du~y. . Of these, 54 0-Were A'- the ( r ~ot area J\ ..~ l l b 111 

~~- P'!J' i su b.eeka. One hu.ndred and eight 

officers were ~ a.tternp~establish a cor- . 

don. There w~s, however, - no interference with/ looters, ·and 

police were refraining ·from the use of force. 
Q~---------:">~INSEt<T fi<..oM 0--,<: '" -:,t -·: 

· - According to witnesses, police at some roadblocks mad~ 

little effort to stop people from going in and out of the 

area. A good deal of bantering took place betwe~n police 

offic•ers and the populace, some ~uha.11t ,rei?c: still o;:i:essea-

·_ ·- .. ... ·in ~ pajamas. {,fthere :~-:m:~some obse;vers) at · thi~·· 
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point to be an atmosphere of apathyt-' The police did not 
. "7 ~~.A,. 

appear to care what was happening, aae~ tibe l:blde~ 

-1 more stable residents, who ha~ seen the street de­

teriorate from a prosperous ·commercial thoroughfare to 

one ridden by vice, remained aloof. 
. sIL(.'ti, : 

Commissioner Girardin ~= "If we had s·tarted · 

___

,-.. 

shooting in there • • • not one of our policemen would 

have come out alive •. I am convinced it would have turned 

· into a___ riot___in the conventional,....................sense."._race __ ______ ...........------·--' ~~ 

Many a£ tha pol,ea officers were <eelll!'fll~iQee,"-M guar~, 
,UA.L.o ~ . 

key installations in other sections of the city; n=.the . 

~ae,i,s th~t the \disturbance L• l~th-Street} might be a 

diversiot~J-i .b l •a, Belle Isle, the rec,reation area in 

-the Detroit River that had 1Ceen the scene of the 1943 

riot, was sealed off. 

In an effort ·to avoid attracting people to the scene,· 

some broadcasters cooperated by not rep<;>rting P I the 

riot, and an effort was made to downplay the extent of the 

disorder. The fa.fade of "business as usual" neces-sitated 

the detailing of numerous police officers to protect the 

·S0,000 spectators that were expected at - that afternoon's 

New York .Yankees-Detroit Tigers baseball game. 
. . . 

·Early in the morning a task for~e of community worke1a -~ . .. . 

,Iii~ !•e .into the area to dispel ru~ors and act as counter-

rioters. Such a task force haq been singularly successful 
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at the time of the incident in the Kercheval district in 

the summer of 1966, . when scores of· people had gathered 
. . 

at the si~e of _an arrest. Kerche~al, however, had~ more 

stable population, fewer stores, less population density, 
I 

and the cit~•s most effective police-community relations 

program. ' · 
~ -tt,i, , ,(ttJA.,' ~~ 

The 12th Street area, te·tse GO~t~a~ had been de-... 
terminedJin a . 1966 s~rvey conducted by Dr. Ernest Harb~rg 

of the Psychology Department of the Uni~ersity of Michigan, · 

to be a community of high _stre_ss ._a~_d tension/ An over- /4---...,,_,,, 
whelming majority of the residents indicated dissatisfac~ 

tion with their environment. 

Of those interview~d, 93 percent said they · wanted to 

-move out of . the neighb~rhood; 73 percent felt that the 

streets were not safe; 91--percent believed that a person 

was -likely 
. 

to be 
. 
robbed or beaten at night; 58 per9ent 

knew of· a·' fight within .the last 12 months in ~hich a weapon 
. 

had been employed; 32 percent stated that they themselves 

owned a · weapon; 57 percent wer·e worried about fires. 

A significant proportion believed municipal services 
. . . 

to :be inferior; 36- percent were dis~atisfied with .the 
. . • r ·"! :; 

schools; 43 percent with the city's contribution to the · !· ' . .. .•,= 
. . ~ 

neighborhood; 77 percent with the recreational facilities _· · 

78 .percent be~ieved police did not respond promptly when 

they were summoned for help. .. ... . ·.--·e Representative John Conyers, Jr., a Negro,· was 

notified about the disturbance at his home, ·a few blocks . 
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from 12th Street, at 8:30 A.M. Together with other · 

community leaders, including Hubert G. Locke, a Negro t)N..J 
· to the . · 

· AssistantACommissioner ·of Police, _he began to drive 

around the area. In the side streets he/ ask~d peo~le to 
. . . A...i~R: .· . 

stay in their homes. On 12th Street, ·he _re~~ee~ed them 

to disperse. It was, by ~is own ac·count, a futile task. 

,iNu~erou~ eyewitnesses interv~ewed by Commissio~ investi­
... gators tell of the carefree mood with which people ran in 

and out of stores, looting and .laughing, and joking-with 

the police officer·s. Stores with "Soul Brother" signs 

appeared no more immune than others. ~oters paid no 

attention to residents who shouted at them and called their 

.actions senseless. An epidemic of excitement had swept 
. ~ . 

_over the persons on the ~treet_. ~ Rep:»e~Rt:&4i.ve Conyers 

noticed ·a woman with a baby in ~er arms; she was raging, 

cursing "whitey" for no apparent reason.eueepe tllate ia 

• 
~e__ taap of a car in the middle of 12th Street to address 

the people. As he be~an to speak he was confronted by a 

man in his fifties whom he had once; as a lawyer, represen­

ted in court. · The man had been active· in civil_rights. · He 

believed himself to have been persecuted as a result, and · -
. . 

it was Conyers' opinion that he may have been wrongfully .; 

jailed. Extremely b.itte~, the man was inciting the crowd 
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and challengi~g ~onycrs: "Why are you defending the 

cops and the establishment? You're just as bad as they 

are!" 
~ ~ .~t. WU.A-

A police officer wl\e was at tl\e eeeRe told Commission 
I 

investigators that nei~her he nor his fellow officers-,e-
t ~ ~tt£a- ~ 
~ei~e. aR¥ iRst~uo-tieAS as to what they were SUP1xed to be 

doing. Witnesse·s tell of officers st~nding behind saw-

hors~s ·as an area;was being looted/\ and still standing 
\..'W\M..cA. 

there "aeRaWe•r~lc pt~~=& later, when the mob had moved 

elsewhere. A squad from the commando unit, wearing helmets 
~ 

tc dfftMl!ft !ace-covering visors ~ i~ili!~ · and carrying 
b~ond-~-p.~ 

A carbines fi.a::pped 1,it;lvbayeAelut, blockaded a street several 
. . . J . 

blocks from the scene of the riot. Their appear~nce drew 

residents into the street. Some began to harangue them 

and to question why they ~ere in an area where there was 

no tro·uble. Re~resentative Conyers convinced the police 

department ~o remove the commandos. 

By that time a rumor ~as threading Si.a w.y thrc;,ugh 

the crowd that a man had . b.een_bayoneted by the police. 

Influenced by such stories, the aeeil =£:.the crowd became 

belli9erent. At approximately l(~~ P.M. stonings ~~- -

.. e§eci.eeNi accelerated. Numerous officers reported injuries ~­

from rocks, bottles, and other objects thrown at them. 
. . 

Smoke billowed upward from four fires, the first since the 

one at the shoe store_ e~rly in the morning. When firemen· 
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answered the alarms, they became the target for rocks 

and bottles • 

. At 2•0 P.M. Mayor Cavanagh met with c~mmunity and 

political leaders at police headquarters~ Until~~ 
I , 

_.. there.'had been hope that, as the people blew off 

steam, the riot would begin to d_issipate. n11eW. Now 

the opinion was nearly unanimous that additional forces 
... 

would be needed •. 

A request was made for St~te Police aid.- By 3Z~D 

P.M. 360 officers were assembling at the ·armory. At 

that ¥eOf moment footing was spreading from the 12th Street 

area to other main thoroughfares. 

'l'here · was no lack of the disaffected .to help spread 
. . 

it. Although not yet as hard-pressed as Newark, Detroit~J 

like Newark, v.aa losing population. -Its prosperous middle-
: . 

class whites were moving to the suburbs and being replaced · 

by unskilled Negro migrants. 

Between 1960 and 1967 the Negro population rose from 

just under 30 percent to an estimated 4~ percent of the 
. . 

·total. IJ.ltl'7!1~'ffl'lte-~~&--e·· \!~ete _ the --more u-i:g0c~ventte- • 

preE111eing port.ion-o£-t-ae-pGpuh.~¼ea-v4:ftg--behilld .numb~ · 

-- - - ·. - . ·.- ...ef tlbe=o~d- and-young-,-wl-ro-were· 3:es"S~odaoti-ve·~-t-cos~ 

~e. c-i--t:y-mor-e-i-n-terms- of- se1:-vkes·-~ 
•·. 

In a decade the school system had gained 50,000 to 

·60; 000 ·children·. Fifty-one percent of the elementary school 

-·' ..... ._, -cla-s-ses -were overcrowded. . Simply to achieve the statewide .. ,~ 
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iuwl 
average, the system needed 1,650 more teachers, whieh, 

_,~e:alcl roeao the h,~iJdin~ of ·aA \additiona"fl},ooojclass­

rooms. Th~ combined cost would be $63 million.~ Of 

300,00Q ·school children, 17~ 1 000, or 57 percent, ~ere 

Negro. According to the Detroit Superintendent of 

Schools, 25 different school districts surrounding the 
- -~ ~Uc.e/4 Pf-~~ . . . : . 
city spent up ~e ~O~ more ~er pupil per year tha~ 

Detroit. In the inner city school5>more than half the 

pupils who entered high school . became dropouts. 

The strong ~nion structure had created excellent 

conditions for most working men, but had left others, 

such as Civil ·service and Government workers, co~parativ~ly 

disadvantaged and dissatisfied. In June the "Blue Flu" had 
. -

~_struck the city as police officers, forbidden to strike, 

had staged a sick-out. _In Septem~er, the teachers were to 

\ go on strike. The startin·g wages · for a plumber·•s helper 

were almost equal .to the salary of a polite o·fficer or 

. teacher~ 

Som~ unions, traditionally closed to .Negroes, ~ealously 

I guarded training opportunities. In January of 1967 the 

school system ~o~ified six apprenticeship trades it would 

_not op.en any new apprenticeship classes. unless ·a · larger, . · i :.· . . . . . 

number of _Negroes w.ere incl~ded _- By<::::.Jall,J ~ -- some . 

of the programs were still closed. 

High school diplomas from inner city schools were 

. ... ~- r.egarded by personnel directors as less· .than valid •.. ... In . 
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12th Street area it was. estimated 

~ to be between 12 and 15 percent for Negro menA -~ percent 
~ . 

or higher for those under 25. 

The m9re education a Negro had, the greate~the 

disparity between his. income and that of a white with - the 
' · 

same level o · • Waer&a& "fhe income of whites and 
: .. Negroes wit e education was abou_t ·equal• 1he 

median income of whites with a high school diploma w~s 

$1,600 more per year ~AaR ~lut ··a, Negroer :!JI' White 
. . • ... ..,,.-. .,,,,.._ ..-. ..-. ---- .-. ---- - C" 

college graduates made $2,600 _more. 

Hey, ;;:.ouunwzpas be . fact, so fa~ as~ income was ...,_ J 

.concerned, it made very little difference to a Negro whether 

he had· attended school for· 8 years or for 12. In the fall 

of 1967, a study· conducted at one i .nner city high school, 

Northwestern, showed that, . although 50 perc~nt of the 

. -dro!}fµts had found work, 90 percent of the 1967 graduating 

class was unemployed. 

Z.iM:lirsn~Mayor Cavanagh .had many Negroes to 

. ... . . . -. -~ key. posi~ions in his administration in elective offices - - - ·· · 

. . the Negro· population was still under~resented. Of nine 
'-"' 

-_::.;.:.:::;e_i~i;;i~t.\.::~~:7-~ ~ - ·.:o::f~ s:e:.:v~e:,::-n •••--•~._i--
- -- . , - 4

school boar wo were Negroes. 

· · · Although /ederal programs had brought nearly $3_6·0 ·· ' 

million to the city between 1962 and 1967, the money 

appeared to have had little impact at the gra~~ootc3-•: l -
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Urban renewal for which $38 million had been 

allocated, residents of the poverty 

area. ~-. . 

Because of financial straits a r± i sh i I .fa 1 11• 
.I 

. i•a ■ lilt the city was unable to produce on promises to
~e,,U . ~ 

c~rrec·-~1tio~s..._, ■ 'l!.;-as poor garbage collection &F\ 

bad .street lighting:::,:,, which brought constant complaints' ,,,, . 

from Negro residents. 

On 12th Street Carl Perry, the Nero propriet 
I 

.a drug store and photography s.tudio, w 

cream, sodas, and candy ~o the youngsters streaming in and 

out of his store. For safeke~ping he had brought the 
. . . 

photography equipment from his studio, in the next block, 

. _to the dru+tore. The youths milling about repeatedly re­

assured him that, although the ·market next door had been 

ransacked, his place of business was in no danger. ,.&... ·~ - ) 

. r (TrJY\, ""'~ 
,.1 In mid-afternoon the market was set afir~. '1:zt:s. · J 

- ,hereafter th~ drug,to~e went up in flames~ . 

Sta~e Representative ~ames~el R~o~ a Negro, was ­

standing in £.ront of a _build~edJfi -►!s,~hen two· small 

boys, neither more than 10 years ·old, approached. Jl1)B 8ne 
e-

ei 'ell a Jss!'e5· prepared to throw a brick through a window•·' 

Del Rio stopped him: "That building belongs to me," ,.pe 

said. 

· · "I'm glad you told me, ·Baby, because I was ju_st about 

·to bust you in! i, the youngster replied. · 

.... . . ..8-14 
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· Some evidence that criminal elen,ent~ (spontaneously) 

were organ~zingF~~ke ad.;~;t~~e o~~e riot began to 

manifest itself. A number of cars were noted to be re-
. 

turning again and again, their .occupants methodically 

looting stores. Months later, good_s stolen during the 

riot were still being .fi1fl/ll!1p-t l../..lc...J . · ......___.. 
... A spirit of carefree nihilism was taking hold. To. . . 

riot and to destroy appeared more and mpre to become. ends 

i~ themselves. Late Sunday afternoon it appeared to one 

observer that the· young people.were "dancing amidst the 

flames." 

A ·Negro plainc~othes officer ·was standing at · an 

intersection when a man threw a Molotov cocktail into a 
. . 

- business establishment at the corn~r . _. In the· heat of the 
. -~~ 

a~.ternoon, fanned by ~~O ~o 25 m.p.h. winds Ii.at,';t:i.~ both 

OR Sunday and .Monday·, the fire,., · ■• n,bl ia r i tr ■ ; la· i ■l. i 
tv-a..:e-ti.t-d. ~ - lwYVtfJ. c.., ~tw,;, M~"'~!'! L.J 

' . 
a• •ho ca 11 t isla ~•uart ■■ s n'e~t door{ As residents .sn ■ t ■ 
~~H~z 14-pr ;J.t-,{ . ,, . 
·. _ rs I z _ts leaf&,( the flames with. garden hoses, · 
.. . ~~ 

·the fire• jumped from roof t~ roof o.f ~wo ana three~ . 

story buildings. Within the hour the entire block wa~ If:' 
-~) ta,b.e~:t1te A1-s-evtwt-

·-flamc1. The ninth house i~ the,<~as · _th@r ii:,~Lag ·. ·· · -

who had thrown the Molotov ·cocktail. · ... .. 

In some areas residents organized rifle squads to 

protect. firefighters. Elsewhe.re the firemen were subjected 
,-.J. 

to cursesI\ rock-throwing. 4 ? ; • l I· s 2£ scad tr • sl8i-.. · 

~tsie.l stnccts ts 1•r drs&nrt · 7 · · s . 
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. ~ / r, r '1Jl roi\ , . (, } :)·D-t. ') t1 V ( ,, 'V , , \.! • U., . v,..., . 
~~ The wind~whipped £lames .. ·;b.e's,s~ec:1" a·nd=~ ~~- . 

~.(j~-El.-eJJe.X-Yc\'-lhe.~,Ghe Detroit Fire. Department, 4lf.li~~ 

Because of a lack of funds, on a 

per capita basis the ·de artment is one of the smailest 

in the nation. approxi-

mately 1,000 firemen patrol an area of 16 square miles 

K with a population of 400,00_0) Detroit _'s 1,700 firemen~t-t.ut 

cover a city of 140 square miles with a 

population of 1.6 million~ Because the department had 
\ 
} no m~tua~ aid- agreement with surrounding comrnuni ties, it · 

. ' 

, / could .not quickly call in reinforcen~ents/ from outlying
CJ . • P. M. . 

areas, and it was almost ...,..._~:•~ ~~q~~~-.~~ before the/ · at'· · arrived., N, 
As the~afternoon progressed the Fire Department's 

t ...;,...,,_c..~~Alf-f;. " •'?A... t: w J 
radio , t1-l--sa-t:eEl/\ ~,4---~~messag_es of apprehension and· orders c( 

~ ~10- 0flcH1Ge~ "There is no police protection here 

at all; there isn't a policeman in the area, }• l ·\ · • If you 

have any trouble at all, pull out! . We're being'"-

) stoned at the scene. It's. going good. We need help! . .• . 
Protect yourselves! Proceed away from the scene. . . •) 
Engine 42 over at Linwood and Gladstone. · They ar~ thtowing 

bottles at us so we are getting out of the area , J• . . . A:J_l 

· companies without police protection all companies ' ~ithout 

police protection -- orders are to withdraw, do not try to 

put out the fires. I repeat -- all companie~ without police 
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. : .. i.~ 

protection orders are to withdraw, do not try to put out 

the fires!" 

It was 4:30 ·P.M. when the firemen, some of them ex­

hausted by the heat, .abandoned an area of approximately 

100 square blocks on either side -of 12th Street to await 

protec~ion from.police and National Guardsmen. During 

the course of the riot firemen were to withdraw 283 times-, 

..a~Fire Chi8f charles J. Quinlan estimated½Jt least 

two-thirds of the build~royed u~~ spreadiJ?,g 

. £~~fires rather than set at the scene. Of the 683 struc-

tures involved, approximately one-third were residential,· 

and in few,if any)of th~se .wa~i*1gin~Jllr-• · 

Governor George Romney ·flew ·over the area between 
,.,._ 00 p, tA, f. 

- 8 : 30 and '1f> 1S'leleek t0a.-e·.,eni-11cg. "It looked 1ike the 
. -

city·Jiad been bombed on the west -side and there was an 

· area two-and-a-half miles by three-and-a-half miles with 

major fires, with entire blocks in flames," he told the 

Commission. \4-t. wtAJ,- "WW, ~~d:L_.,t . 
-- · . · -xn· the midst of responses, sematiires· ···· - · 

~eel. 

~ ·- · · Twenty-four-year-old E.G., a Negro born· in; savan~ah, -
Cc,wvL-n, 

Georgia, had arria.•ed iB Detroit in 19654ft "8ftle.!., to. attend. 

Wayne State University. Rebellion had been building·· in · him 

for a long time because~You just had to bow down to the 

· whit~ _man.. j. / •/_. \ when the insurance man would come by he ­

would always call out to my mother by her first name and we .:. 
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were expected to smile and greet him happily,l•l· l ·)Man, 

I know he would never have thought of me or my father 

going to his house and calling .his wife by her first name. 

Then· I once saw a white man slapping a young pregnant Negro 
I 

woman on the street with such force that she just spun 

around and fell. I'll never forget that." • 

When a friend called to tell him about the riot at 

12th Street, E.G. went . there expecting "a true revolt," . 

but was disappointed as soon as he saw the looting begin: 

"I wanted to see the people really rise up in revolt • 

• When I saw the first person corning out of the ·store with 

things in his arms, I really ·got sick to my stomach and 

wanted to go home. Rebellion against the white suppressors 

-is one thing, but one measly pair of shoes or some food 

completely 
~ 

ruins the whole concept." 

E.G. was standing in a crowd, watching firemen work, 

when Fire Chief Alvin Wall called outfaeJ•t",t. for help from . 
. . 

ra,n9 the spectators. E.G. responded. His reasoning was: 
. . . 

·· · ·· ···-: ··•· ···•N.o ··matt~r what color someone· is, whether· ·they are··green or······· · ·· 
. . . ' 

·pink or blue, I'd help them if they were in .trouble • . That~s . : 

all there is to it." .. 
He worked with the firemen for four days, · the ·only 

Negro "in an all-white c~~nts I a·, p • 1 n 'I If 'lbs e i +§:lie .. 

fi-WH:CS! &lCI U@§fbd~where, at scattered locations, a . 

half dozen other Negro youths pitched in to help the firemen ·. ·· 
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At 4:20 P.M. Mayol· Cavanagh requested that the 

National Guard be brought into Detroit. Although a 

major portion of the Guard was in its summer encampment 
tro-~~ . 

200 miles away, several hundred were conducting their 
I I\ 1h1.;t C(.-r-tWYl·WI A'l/4 ~ 

regular week-end drill in the city, ai,ui l!hc fac1! Lhett 

tMl...aia...........~IIN-~118f-r.4JINObviated many problems.---· 

he first_. 
-'\'T::...- ----- ~ 

• ~ troops were t 7 :45 P.M. the mayor 
,,,... 

issued a proclamation lnstitutin~ a 9~P.M. to s:~ .. M. 

curfew. At 9:07 .P.M. the first sniper fire was reported. 

Following his aerial survey of the .city, Governor Romney., 

at or shortly before midnight,proclaimed that "a state of 
, . 

public emergency exists" in the cities of Detroit, Highland 

~ Park., and Hamtramck. 

At 4 :-45 P.M. a 68-year-old. white shoe repairman, 

George Messerlian, had seen looters carrying clothes from 

a cleaning establishment next to his shop • . Armed with a 

saber, he had rushed into the street, flailing away at the 

looters. , One Negro youth was nicked· on the shoulder. 
J 

Another, who had not been on the scene, inquired as to what 

had happened. After he had · been told, he allegedly replied: :· ... 

"I'll .get the old man for you!" 

Go.ing up to Messerli n., who had fallen or been knocked · 
t, .,, 'H . 

to egan to beat him with a club. ~wo 9ther 

Negro youths dragged the attacker away from the old man. · 

·1~ ~~~ too late. M~sserlian died fobr days later-in th~ . - -
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hospital. 
• ,

At 9:15 P.M~ a 16-year-old Negro boy, superficially 

wounded while looting, became the first reported gunshot 

victim. 

At midnight Sharon George, a 23_-year-old white 

woman, together with her . two brothers, was a passenger 

in a car being dr~ven by her husband. After having dropped 

off two Negro friends, they were returning _home on one of 

D.etroit' s main avenues when they wer-e •Slowe" by a mil-ling 

throng in the street. A shot fired from close range 

struck the car. The bullet splintered in Mrs. George's 

body • .She died less than. two hours later. 

An hour before midnight a 45-year-old white man, 

· _Walter Grzanka, together with three white companions, went 

int~ ~he st~eet • . shortly thereafter a market.was broken 

into. Inside the show window a Negro ·man · began filling 

bags with groceries and handing them to confederates out­

side the store. Grzanka twice went over to the store, 

accepted bags, and placed them down beside his . compani~ns_ ... 

across the street. On the third occasion he entered the 

market. When he emerged, th~ market t'44 owner, ,~:•·• •.r~ 
driving by in his car, shot and' kil:led' him. ····· ·.: :, · · 

. ·,/!!~ -~·;L . 
In Grzanka's p~ock~ts ~olice founaycigars, Tpackages · 

M •
of pipe tobacco, and airs of shoelaces. ·- · - -- - ~ -·-

Before dawn four other looters were shot, one of · them . 

- ···· · - ·a-ccidentally while s~ruggling w.i th a · police officer; - ··A··- - - ·· 
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Negro youth and a National Guardsman were injured by 

gunshots of undetermined origin. A private guard shot~ 

himself while pulling his revolver from his_poc~et. In 

· the basement of the 13th Precinct Police .Station a cue 

ball, thro'l'/m by an unknown assailant, cracked against 

the head of a sergeant • 

. At about midnight three ~bite .youths, armed with a 
.. 

shotgun, had gone to the roof of th~ir apartment building, 
• ♦ • • I 

locat.ed in an all-wh~te .bloek, in order ·, they s_aid, · to 

protect the building from fire. _At 2:45 A.M. a patrol car,, 

.. ca·rrying pol.ice· officers ~nd Na.tional Guardsmen, reGeived . .. 
•' • • • • • . ... • • • • • I • • • •• .. • 

a report of "snipers on the roof." As the patrol car 

arrive~, the .manager of -the building went to the roof to 

tell the youths they -ha~ better come down. 

The law enforcement personnel. surrounded the building, 

. some going .to the front, others to the rear. . As .the-. manager, • 

together with the three youths, descended the . fire escape 

in the rear, a National Guardsman, believing he heard shots 
1M 

fro~ _the.front, !ir~~- ~hem enaa, •~ shot killed .23-

yea~-old Clifton_Pryor. . . 
Early in "the morning a young white fireman and a . . . 

49-year-old Negro homeowner were killed by fallen. power lines. · ·.. 
·· .. . ~ uoA_. ~~ , __J 
· By~Monda:, na g petroit police ·had been 

augmented by · 800 State Polic~ office:r;s and ) 200 National 

Guardsmen. An additional 8,000 Guardsmen were on the ,".,ay. 
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Nevertheless, Governor Romney and Mayor Cavanagh had 

decided to ask for /ederal assistance. At ·2 :15 A.M. the 

mayor called Vice _President Hubert Humphrey, and was 

referred to Attorney General Ramsey Clark. A short time 

thereafter telephone contact was established between 

Governor Romney and the Attorney· 'General.* 

There is some difference·of opinion about what 

occurred next. According to the Attorney General's office 

th~ Governor was advised of the seriousness of the request . 

·. a~d told ~hat the applicable federal statute required that, 

before Federal troops could be brought into the city, he 

would have to state that the situation had deteriorated to 
• 

the point that local and state forces could no longer main­

~tain law and order. According to the governor, he was 

under · the impression· that he was belng asked to -·declare that 

a "state of insurrection" exis~ed in the city. 

The governor was unwilling to make such a declaration, 
.. . 

contending·that, if he did, insurance policies would · not 

~over ·th~ loss incurred as a ·result of the riot~ He and 

-the mayor decided to re-evaluate the need for federa·1 troops. 

-.... ., .,.._- -Contact between Detroit and Washington ·was maintained· ·, ··- •· 

throughout the early morning hours. At~.M. the dis­

·order still showed no sign of abating. At one point, out 

A little over two hours earlier, at 11:55 P.M. Mayor 
•---."'avanag.h had informed the U._ ~. Attorney General that a 

~ "dangerous situation existedl.n the city." Details are 
·set forth in the Final Report o~ Cyrus ·R. Vance, covering- ··• ··· 
the Detroit Riots, released on September 12, 1967. · 
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of a total of 157 pieces of ~ire-f' · ent, the 

department had only four to 

city <M141oiaila:: cf t k • l!iobZQtM&~ The governor and the 

mayor 
• 

deci~e·d to make a renewed re_quest: ~or f ed~r,;.1 · troops. 

~Shortly before noon the President of the United States· · 
. . 

authorized the sending of a task force of paratroopers to 

Selfridge Air Fore~ Base, near the city. A few minutes 

past ~.M., Lt. •General John L. Throckmorton,_ commander 
. . . . \-~ lu-p.w½~

of Task Force Detroit, met Cyrus Vance, 'i,p.ec-1.t Jp•sa ••~ 

• ilthe Secretary ·of Defen_se, at the air ~ase. Approximately 

an hour l_ater the fir'st~~•,•~ arri~~:. 

After meeting ·with ·state and municipal officials, Mr. . . . . 

Vance,...,, General Throckmorton, 1:te,••h•c .:1211 Governor 

-. . 
Romney_, and Mayor Cavanagh, made a tour of the city, which 

lasted until 7:15 P.M~ During . this tour Mr. Vance and 

" General Thro~~morton \came to the ·conclusionl_ inc;lepend-~ntly i· 
. ~c..c. 
that -- i••~•12ueh as substantic11, \ · • fg or · 11 ■-µNational . 

t:;u_ ~ fhey had se~ri no loot-ar~i:iot yet been ·7onun!tted, -
·.. ~~ . 

_ .. ..• . .ing _or. sniping, and ;.f{ the. fires tha~ usu J . iZL!J appeared 

. . to be .coming under control ~-:-o . injection .. o.f Jederal. t~oo~s -····· 

in:'iit the cit~ would be p~emature. 

As the riot alternately waxed and waned, one area of 
. . .. 

the ghetto remained : 0suyated. On the northeast side the 

residents of some~square blocks inhabited QY 21,000 

persons had, in 1966, b~nded together in the Positive . 
/"'\ 

Neighborhood Action Committee (PNACe• ·_With professional 
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~elp from the Institute of Urban Dynamics, they had 

organized block clubs and made plans for the improvement 

of the neighborhood. · In order to meet the need for 

recreation~l facilities, which the city was not prov'iding, 

they had raised $3,000 to purchas~ empty lots for play­

grounds. Although opposed to urban renewal, they had 

.. ·agreed to co-sponsor. with the Archdiocese .of Detroit a 
•housing project to be controlred jointly by .the archdiocese 

and PNAc.· 

When the riot broke out, the re·sidents, _through .the 

block clubs, were ~ble to organiz~ quickly • .Youngsters, 

agreeing to stay in the nei~h~brhood; participated in de-
. w~ : 

touring tri!ffic: ~Am:7~·,.,. many persons reportedly 
-~~~ ~ V111.L .(... • ~1-
~iiia111 1116th tho rioters ms fsr ns-e rebellion _against 

the "system") __,. si, only two small one 

:¢:£ 6112.li in an emp'ty bulld~ri~ were set 

During the · daylight hours MondayJ n~ne more persons 

were killed by_gunshots elsewhere in the cit~, · and many . . 
others were · seriously or critically injured. Twenty-three 

year-old Na_thaniel Edmonds, a Negro, was sitting ln- his 

~ack .yard when a young whi~e man stopped his car, got .out, 

and began an argument with him. A few minutes later, 

declaring that he was "going to paint his picture on')iim 

with a · shotgun," the white man allegedly shotgunned Edmonds 

to death. 

(;~•, 11,.,.,,il,e Paek a,.li IIH, l!a ttll! Thomas were sittt,is--
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c;t'/"ln, 1/4 ,,,,,e~ ,.( a.,,t, lfn . /f.,J/-/c -rJ,..,'-1 ;-e-,e:J;j/1 
on t}:le porch of Mrs. Pack's house when police began 

chasing looters from a n~arby market. During the cuaz a... 

#the chase officers fired three shots from their sho~v~~ • 

. gwaa , The discharge from one of these accidentally struck 
I 

the two women. Both were still in the hospital weeks 

later. 

Included am_ong those critically injured when they 

were accidentally trapped in the line of fire were an 

8-y..ear-old Negro girl and a 14-year-old white boy. 

As darkness settled Monday eno11i.1111f the number of 
. ) .... _.,,, 

incidents reported to police began to rise again. · Although 

many turned out to be false, several ~i 1lhc_3, involved in­

juries to police officers, ~atiohal _~uardsmen, and civilians 

-by gunshots of ·undetermin~d- or~gin~.fwatching the upward 

trend of reported incidents, Mr. Vance and Gener-al 

Throckmorton became convinced federal troops should be. ~ 

N•wW•---.-ltftte-184iiDll!'91!~~~~~--_, and President Johnson .. 

was so advised. At 11:20 P.M. he signed a proclamation 
•

federalizing the Michigan National Guard and authorizing._. 

the use of the paratroopers. 

At this time .there w~re nearly 5,000 Guardsmen in the 

~ - city, but fatigue, lack of training, and the hasteA:ith _. 

which they had had to be deployed reduced their ltfec.tive­

ness. Some of the Guardsmen traveled 200 miles and then were 

on duty for 30 hours straight. Some had never received riot 
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-

training and were given on-the-spot instructions on mob 

control-~ only to discover that _there were no mobs, and ~ -~t . 

the situation~ they faced on the darken_ed streets 

was one for which they were unprepared. com-· 
I 

~itted men as they became ayailabl~, often in small 
- VVI-!) . - . . 

groups• -a-~-.d:., _in the resul ta-:n:t: confusion, some units were 

lost in the city. T~o Guardsmen assigned to an inter-

section on Monday were discovered . till there ~ 

~ • I I 1 § t I i 3,(o~ Friday. : Lessons learned . 

by the California National Guard two yeats earlier in _ 
N-~4-r,,t.. vf: 

Watts regarding the danger · of over~reaction and thQ . reat 

restraint !J.QCQiiii ;u;Y . in ~~,t-e,f. weapon~ :i-&-il' . 

~(fad not' - appar~ ntl;~: b;~~-~~a~·;;aon° to the Michigan 

National Guard. The young troopers cquld not be expected 

· to ~now what a danger they_ were creating~-::~;;:~ ·-~~ -;;-;:-

_civiHan l)Opulation b~t ~~m~_e_::e~":Jh;-~~~:c~ of 
. · d . . . 1 . - - . - .. · _,..,..,,,,,.

f ire _ -~s-c l.p ine e , ....-.~-~,~,_, _.""' ,.w-""',;---"'" ~~.-,~"~,t,:,,;,""-'"''~•""''-"'-'l >oU!:,....,r,»-,.-.us-.,;,c,r.;,= - ,w.-,_:,,-,,s),:lt'-",_""""'...,,..,_,,,,...,.,.. .. . 

~- - ..,,..,.,.,..,.,;.,_~--;.-........,..,.,..,,.,,,; . . . . . . . t:t. . 

; ---A Detroit newsp.aper reporter who, spent o&n-e night~---~ ~ ~ . 

~ pu.ld ·. riding iri ~ command jeep . ~ told a Commission 
~1+ 6V1L~Lvt,t?J 
JJ«.-~ -,t~-,., t,h• investigator of machine g_uns -being fired accidentally, 

is-r. street lights being shot out by rifle fire, and buildings 
~liJA.. ~Jv:.1s t .- -

b~ing placed under siege on _the -m&.~ ~~~a 7 d _s~,~ --- . 

reports of sniping. Troopers in 1!:hc so:bm1H 1tc · nas1n1e·•=­
pa3a! i:lif!11 would fire/ and immediately from the distance - there 

wo~ld be answering fire~ sometimes consisting of tracer ~ 
®1 . 

bullets. f( In one instance, he related, a report was ~ecei~ed· 



-

/ 

on the jeep ~ adio _that an Army bus was pinned down by 

sniper fire at an intersection. National Guardsmen and 

police, arriving from various directions, jumped ou~ 

and began asking each other: "Where's the sniper fire 

coming from?" As one Guardsman pointed to a building, 

everyone rushed about, taking cover. A soldier, alighting 

from a jeep, accidentally pulled the trigger on his rifle. 

As the shot reverberated through the darkness an officer 

11 Iyelled: "What's going on?" . ·_ don't know," came the 

answer. "Sniper, I guess." 

Without any clear authorization or direction someone 

opened fire upon the suspected building. A tank rolled up 

and sprayed the building with .50 cali~ racer bullets. 

~taw enforcement officers rtished into the surrounded buidin~ 

and discov~red it empty. "They must be firing one shot and 

running," was the verdict. 
,,.,,,...-- --

/ / . .. ..\ 
,, l-J ~.

4 
. . lv..., ".""". --") As-th-i .-s-·was- e ·c-0urri_,ng•'.1 The reporter _'': I ::," !!!i&S -

C.<-y;T_(. , ~ ~-tt-~ . 
. u"l,~t.-v, ~interviewed the men who had gotten offAand were. crouched 

around it. When he asked them about the sniping incident 

he was tol'd that someone had heard a shot. He asked: "Did 

the bullet hit the bus?" The answer was: "lvell, we don't 

know." 

Bracketing the hour of midnight Monday, heavy 

firing, injuring many persons and killing several, occurred 

in the southeastern sector, which was to be taken over by
• 
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~.~✓-the paratroopers al: y a.M. Tuesday,. and which was,. at 

this time, considered to be the most active riot area in 

the city. 

Employed as a private guard, 55-year-old J~l~us L. 

Dorsey, a Negro, was standing in front of a market when 

accosted by two Negro men and a -woman. They demanded he 

permit them to loot the market. He ignored their demands. 

~hey began to berate him. He asked a · neighbor to call the 

police. As the argument grew ~ore h~ated, Dorsey fired 

three shots from his pistol into the air. 

The police radio reported: "Looters, they have 

rifles." ·. A patr_ol car driven by a police offi~er and 

.J2--Jcarryin9 thre_e Nati~nal Gua~dsmen arrived. As the looters 

fled, _the law enforcement personnel opened fire. When the 

-firing ceased, one person lay dead. 

He was Julius L. Dorsey. 

In two~•ran ::µ_,areas -- one consisting of a · triangle 

·formed by Mack, Gratiot, and E. Grand Boulevard, the other 

surrounding Southeastern .High School -- ~iring began 
. ~ ~·2!/.shortly after~ P.M. and continued for several hours. 

In the first of the areas, a 22-year-old Negro com, 

plained that he had been shot at by snipers. Later, a 

half dozen · c·ivilians and one National Guardsman were ·wounded_.~ 

by shots of undetermined origin. 

- -Henry Denson, .a passenger .in· a car, was shot .and _killed 
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when the vehicle's driverJeither by accident or intent} 

failed to heed a warning to halt at a National Guard 

roadblock. 

Similar incidents occurred in the vicinity of 
I 

Southeastern High School, one of the National Guard staging 

areas. As early as 10:20 P.M. the area was reported to be 

under sniper fire. Around midnight there were two inci­

dents, the sequence of which remains in doubt. 

L r Shortly before midnight Ronald Powell, who lived three

J blocks east of the high school and whose wife was, momen­

tarily, expecting a baby, asked the four friends with whom 

he had been spending the evening to take him home. He; 

together with Edward Blackshear, Charles Glover, and John 

-Leroy climbed into Charles Dunson's station wagon for the 

. . short drive. Some of the five may have been drinking, but 

none was intoxicated. -

To the north of the high school they were halted at a• 

National Guard roadblock, and told they would have to de-

-tour aroun~ the school and a fire station at Mack and St-.·· 

Jean Streets.because Qf the firing that had been occurring. 

Fol_lowing orders, they took a circuitous route and ap.~ ,._;__ : -.. ·..: : ----=~· 

preached Powell's home from the south. 

On Lycaste Street, between Charlevoix and Goethe, 

they saw a jeep sitting at the curb. Believing it . to: be 

another roadblock, they slowed down. Simultaneously a shot 

rang out·. ·A National Guardsman fell, hit in the anRle. 
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Other National -Guardsmen at the scene thought the 

shot had come from the station wa~on. Shot after shot was 

directed against the vehicle, at least 17 of th~ nding 

their mark. All five· occupants were inj,ured, John Leroy -

fatally. 

At approximately the same .time firemen, police, and 

.., National Guardsmen~~~~~ corner of Mack and St. Jean 

Streets, two and one-half blocks away, again came. under 

fire from what they _believed were rooftop snip~rs .to the ·. 

southeast, the direction of Charlevoix and Lycaste. The 

police an~ Guardsmen responded with a hail of fire. 

When the shooting ceased, Carl Smith, a young fire-, • 
fighter, lay dead. An autopsy determined that the shot 

h~q _been ~ired at .street level, andr . acci,.~V.n~to police, 
. s+~ 1- i ~lwr~·tk ~ had probably come_ fr?-f the-voutheastl.) \' . . . . - . - .. 
<bt1f() Cf1~:.( tv't ,1 fct.t?Vl • ~ •---..e=--

. At 41!flf A.M. when .paratroopers, under the command of 

Col. A. R. Bolling, arrived at the high school, the area 

was so dark and -still that the colonel thought, at first~ 
. . 

that he had come to the wrong place. Investigating, he 

d"iscovered National Guard troops· crouched- behind the walls 

of the darkened building, claiming they were pinned down 

by sniper fi-re. . 
The colonel immediately ordered all of the lights 

.. 

in 

the building turned on/ ancl his troops_to show themselves 

as conspicuously as possible. .In the apartmfuse across 

8-30 



the street nearly everr window had been shot out, and 

the walls were pockmarked with bullet holes. The colonel 

went into the building and began talking to the residents, 

many of whom had spent the night huddled on the floor. He 
·•reassured them no more shots would be fired. 

According to Lt. Gen. Throckmorton and Colonel Bolling, 

the city, at this time, was saturated with fear. The 

National Guardsmen were afraid, the residents were afraid, 

and the police were afraid. Numerous pe1:sonsr t.he- majority 

of them Negroes, were being injured by gunshots of undeter­

mined origin. The general and his staff felt that the 

major task of the troops was to reduce the fear and restore 

an air of normalcy. 

In order to accomplish this, every effort was made to 

. ·-• . . . establish -contact and rapport between the troops and the. . 

residents. Troopers -- C:: i :h"::~20_percent of· whom 

were Negro -- began helping to clean up the streets, collect 

garbage, and trace persons who had disappeared in the con-

. -· ........... fusion. Residents in the neighborhoods responded .w.i.th...soup .. ..... . 

and sandwiches for the troops. In••• areas where the · 

• 1 d. k~~ 1· h •· h .Nationa Guar alt V 4 to estab is rappo~t with t e 

citizens, t:here was a similar response.;_, J .Within hours after the arrival of the paratroops_the 

area .occupied by them was the quietest in the city, bea~ing 

. · out General Throckmorton's view that the key to quelling a 
•

..;~-:-::·,:ti·sorder is to saturate ·an area with "calm;·· dcterminc"d·; - and•·" . .. · 
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hardened professional soldiers." Loaded weapons, he 

believes, are unnecessary. Troopers had strict orders 

not to fire unless they could see the specific person ~t 

whom they were aiming. Mass fire was forbidden. 
' 

During five days in the city, 2~700 Army troops ex­

pended only 201 rounds of ammunition, almost all during 

the first few hours,· after which even stricter fire dis-. ·- ·. 
. . 

cipline was enforced. Al•~••gk "undreds of reports of 
~ r/- thw.,., . 

sniper fire ama39~~~ false --- continued to pour ·_intoie_Yjt_./ . 
police headquart:ers; the Army logged only..,-_ !Nell ikteWe~ 

No para-trooper was injured by a gunshot. Only one per-son 
.. . 

was~ brArffly p!~i: He was a young Negro who 

was killed when he ran into the line of fire as a trooper, 

~aiding police in a raid on an a~artment, aimed at a person _ 

he believed to be a sniper.• 

General Throckmorton ordered the weapons of all ·mili­

tary personne~ unlo~ded, butfthe order]eitherf failed to 

reach or elseAwaa disobeyed, many Nat onal Guardsmen 

Even as the general was -~equesting the °City to relight 

streets, Gu~rdsrnen continu_ed shooting out the lights, 
. . . 

ana there are reports of dozens of shots ·being fired to 

dispatch one light. At one such location, as Guardsmen were 

shooting out the stree~ligh~s, a radio newscaster reported 

himself to be pinned do\om b; "sniper fire. "'1 On the sarn~ 

-day that the general was attempting to restore normalcy by 

·ordering street barricades taken down, Guardsmen on one 
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street were not only, in broad daylight, ordering peo,ple 

off the street, b~t off their porches_and away from the 

windows. Two persons who failed to respond to the order 
' quickly enough were shot, one of them fal°ally. 

The g~neral himself reported an incident of a Guards­

man "firing across the bow" of an automobile that was 

... approaching a . roadblock~As in Los Angeles two years earlier, 

roadblocks that were ill-lighted and ill•defined -- often 

consisting of no more than a tras·h barrel or similar object 

with Guardsmen standing nea(by --· prov~d- a continuous 

/e_. hazard.to motorists. At one such roadblock, Natio~ rd 

Sergean~ Larry Po~t, standing in the street, was caught 
M 

· in a sudden cross-fire~ his fellow guardsmen a ■ ••891 
-opened up on a vehicle. He was the only soldier killed in 

the riot • 

. With persons of every descrip.tion arming themselves, 

1and guns being fired accidentally or on the vaguest pretext 

all over the city, it became more anq more impossible .to 

tell who ' was spooting at whom. Some firemen began carrying 

guns. Orie accidentally shot and wounded a fellow fireman. 

Another . injured himself • 

. -The chaos of a riot, and the difficulties faced by . 

police officers, are demonstrated by an incident that oc-
' (• 

curred ~ ~ M. Tuesday.
;u.. r. .n. ,z.. 

A unit of t1111elne officers received a call to guard 
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firemen from snipers. When they arrived at the corner of 

Vicksburg and Linwood in the 12th Street area, the inter­

sec~ion was we~l-lighted by the flames completely enveloping 

one building. Sniper fire was directed at the officers from 
I 

an alley to the north, and gun flashes were observed in two 

buildings~ 

As the officer$ advanced on the . two buildings, Patrol­

man Johnie ~i<J Ham!lton fired s~ver~l roundsffrom ·his 

Jnachinegun. Thereupon,the officers were suctcten:ry subjected 

to fire from a new direction, the east. Hamilton, struck 

by four bullets, fell, critically injured, in the intersec­

. tion. As two officers ran to his aid, they too were hit. 

Bf this ~ime other units of the Detroit Police ·oepart­

-ment, State-Police, and National Guard had ~rived on· the 
. . . ~c,e/ ~ ---~~ . 

scene;· and the area was 'l!tM!neu in-to•aR iR£&Nte of·gunfire. 

'"'- the confusion the snipers who had initfated theAfRiee-t 

shooting escaped. 

At 9:15 P.M. Tuesday, July 2~, 38-year-qid J~ck Sydnor, 

a Negro, came home drunk. · Taking out his pistol, he· fir-ed .. 

· one shot into an alley. A f~w minutes later the police 

. arrived. As his common-law wife .too_k refuge in a . closet, 

Sydnor waited, gun in hand, while the police force_d open 

the door. Patrolman Roger Poike, the first to enter, . was . 
tlUr~ r.,f,._, A, · 

shot· by Sydnor. ~~sp~t~~ critically injured, the 

•o-fficer managed to get off . six shots in return. Police 

. _·. :· within the building and 'on the . ·street then poured . a hail of _ 

fire into the apartment. When the shooting ceased,· Sydnor's 
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body·, riddled by the gunfire, was found ·lying on the 

.. 

'-J /J 

~ 

ground outside a 
I 

window. 

_Nearby, a State Police officer and a Negro youth were 

struck and seriously injured by stray builei:,~. As in 

' other cases where the origin of the shots was not imrnedi-

ate_ly determinable, police reported them as "shot by 

sn_iper;" 

a ~eport~ of "J:ieavy sniper fire" poured i -n-to ·police 

headquarters from the two blocks surrounding the apartment 

house where the battle with Jack Sydnor had taken place. 

National Guard troops with two tanks were dispatched . to 

help flush out the snipers.,-rshots co~tinued to be heard . 

throughou- th~ neighborhood. At approximately midnight 
~ ~ dM fA.€f W ~ M +o ,)

- ·--{~he· precise time,t9-aiiid.~4a ii• p:iDpoinCi• li.)&eauee ef 

se:Me diso~anews :ci;n wtmac IISPd.oos •epsirl!is -- a machine · 

gunner on ·a tank, startled.by several shots, asked the 

assistant gunner ·where the shots wer~ coming from. Q q 

a flash in the window of an apartment house from which 

there hau been earlier reports of sniping• lTie ~ssistan~ 

gunner pointed toward~-

. The machine gunner .opened : f i _re. As the slug:s ripped _ 
. . ~f\4~~ ~ - -- a,~~

through the window~d wals of the aparfment~ 21-yea~-old 

Valierie Hood t:__daift@i vrr r ~•wey..ear,.e~ t the shoulder. 

Her 4-year-old niece, Tonya Blanding, toppled dead~ a .SO 
h.c--lt,,~ ,/ . J 

.caliber bullet~e.,eel tA~&'lt~W° her chest. 

few seconds eari'ier, i9-yea.r-old Bill Hood, st::t.nding 
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broke out. Concernad about lQlftP.t misbQappa?ta, the 

house, R.R. decided to fly Pn Wednesd~y~J~i, 

~'tll] .,,.., '#hen he arrived at the discovered 

the tenants were not at home. ·1-u- . . . 
..a. B, 'then called his attorney, who advised him to 

take physical possession of the -~ouse/and, for legal 

protection, to take _witnesses·along, .. 
. To~ether with his 17-year-old brother and another white 

youth, R.R. went to the house, entered, and began· changing 
. ·. ~t.A-

the locks on the doors~ For protection they eax:x:i.ed alen! 
~ . 

a • 22 caliber rifle,.{ l<. R. 's brother· took~nto the 

cellar and fired b into a pillow~Rra•iero test it •.....:::,...... . 

f ('.)0.M., R.Shortly · after ' R. called his attorney to ad-

~ vise him that the tenants had returned, and he had refused 

to ..admit t.hem. Ther~u~n, R. R. all~ged, the tenants had 
. 

threataned to obtain the hel~ of the National Guard. The 

attorney relates that he was not p~rticularly concerned. MIil . -~-u. )
tie:' .4iAa-t He ¾iu~ac:tft. R•. that. if the National/ ~uard did appear 

. ••--he should have the officer in charge call him (the attorney) -. 

At approximately the . same time the Nationat Guard claim!f 

it_received information to .the effect that several_meri had 

, ". " · , -evicted the legal occupants .of the house, taken in weapons 

and ammunition, barricaded the house, and intended t9_start 

sniping~:, after dark. 

A National Guard column was dispatched to the scene.1:lJ .-,
Shortly after· I\P .M. ~ in the ·half-light of dusk, the column · ;·· 

. 
- • • I
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of approxirnately _30 men surrounded the house. A tank 

took position on a lawn across the street. The captain 

commanding the column placed in front of :the house an 

explosive device similar to a firecracker. After_setting 

this off in order to draw the attention of the occu~ants 

to the presence of the column, he called for them to come 

out of the house. No attempt was made to verify the truth... ... 

· or falsehood of the allegations regarding snipers. 

When the captain received · no reply from the· house, he 

began counting to·k · As he· was ~ounting, · he said, he . 

heard a shot, the origin of which he could not determine. 

A few seconds later he heard another shot and ·saw a "fire 

streak" corning from an upstairs window. · He thereupon ga,Je 

-the order to fire. 

·<./~ Accordfng to the three ·young m8n, they were on the -. 

second flo.or of the house and completely bewildered by the 

barrage of fire that was unleashed against it. As hund~eds 

of bullets crashed throug~ the first and second-story win~ 

· - dows and · ricocheted off the walls, they dashed to the· third 

. floor. Protected by a large -chimney, they huddled in a 

•· ·closet until, during a lull in the firing, they were able to · 

wave an item of clothing out of the window as a sign. of 

surrender. They were arrested as snipers. 

The firing from rifles and machine guns had been so 
i,t, ~"--" U IJ .

intense that in a period of a few in.inut~~-2 t,·~~,eufkc-ee · 
. ' 

#YI J . 
more than $10,000 ~r~h eC damage. One of a pair of stone 
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columns was shot nearly in half • 

. Jailed at the 10th Precinct Station/ sometime 

Wednesday night R.R. and his two companions were taken 

from their cell to an "Alley Court," police slang for 

·, an unlawful attempt to make prisoners confess. A police 

officer, indicted for the offense, allegedly administered 

such a severe be~ting to R.R. that the bruises still 
. . 

were visible two weeks later • 

.'-If< _)· R. R.'s 17-year-old brother had his skull cracked 

open, and was thrown back into the cell. He was taken to 

a hospital only when other arrestees complained that he 

was ble~ding to death. 

At the preliminary hearing t=.,a.ls,e days later the 

~prosecution presented only one wit~ess, the National Guard 

captain who had given the order to fire. The police ·· 

officer who had signed the original complaint was not asked 

to take the stand. The charges against all three of the 

young men were dismissed. ~·~,
Nev~rtheless, _the morning after theAfiicident_, @e~aea a 

major metropolitan newspaper in another _section of the 

country had composed the following banner story from wire 

service reports: 

'j_J1 -~ .. "DETROIT, July 27 (Thursday) -- Two National Guard 
JN..k.,,... t tanks _ripped a sniper's haven with machine guns Wednesday 
~ 

~ night and flushed out three shaggy-haired white youths.
·,ti,~·(; 

lfMC 
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in the window, had lighted a cigarette • . 

Down the street, a bystander was critically injured 

by a stray bullet. Simultaneously, the John c. Lodge 
' Freeway, two blocks away, was reported . to be ~•~ under 

I 

sniper fire. Tahks and National .Guard troops were sent 

to investigate. At the Harlan House Motel, ten blocks 

from where .Tonya Blanding had died a short time earlier, 

Mrs. Helen Hall, · a 51-year-old white bu~inesswoman, opened 

the drapes of the fourth floor ·hali window • . Calling -out · 

to other guests, she exclaimed: "Look at the tanks!" 

She died seconds later as bullets began to slam into 

the bui~_ding. As the firing ceased, a 19-year-old Marine 

P/F-~C. ,_ carrying a Springfield rifle, burst into the 

- building. When, accidentally, he pushed the· rifle barr·el 

through a window, the firing commenced anew. The Marine·,- -

who had just decid~d "to help out" the law enforcemertt 

personnel~ was exonerated in Mrs. Hall's d~ath._ . 

.R.R., a white 27-year-old. coi~ dealer, had bought 
, ,,... 

a three-stor#y house on· "L!' Street, an integrated middle­
AL~ 

·class neighborhood. In May of 1966, Ra R,, utth his wife 

and child~d moved to New York and had .rented the house 

·,f ( ·~ o young · men. After several months he began .to have·. 

· problems with his tenants. On orie occasion he reported to 

his attorney that he had been threatened by them. 

In March of .1967, R.R. instituted eviction proceedings. 

a,ainst the ~eAaftt-s' • . These were still pending when the riot· · · 

,. 
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Snipers attacked a guard corn..rnand post and Detroit's racial 

riot set a modern record for bloodshed. The death toll 

soared to 36, topping the Watts bloodbath of 1966 in which 

35 died and making Detroit's insurrection the most deadly 

, racial riot in modern U.S. history- ••• _._ 

~ "In the attack on the sniper's nest, the Guardsmen 
1I ,. poured hundreds of rounds of .SO caliber machine gun fire 

p into the home, which -authorities said housed arms and ammu-
~ 
?iI nition used by West Side snipei squads. 
{~ 

i__J - "Guardsmen recovered guns and am.rnuni tion. A reporter_I . . t 
I 
tJ with the troopers said the house, a neat brick home in a 
f

I neighborhood of $20,000 to $50,000 homes, was torn apart 

, _~Y the machine gun and rifle fire. I 
;~ 

"Sniper fire crackled from the home as the Cuard unit f 
Iapproached. It was one of the first verified reports of 

sniping by whites ·. i 
"A . pile of loot taken from riot-ruined stores was i 

recovered from the sniper's haven, located ten blocks from I 
the heart of the 200-squar~ block riot zon~. l 

I 
•3 

"Guardsmen said the hou~e had been identified as a 

storehouse of arms and ammunition for snipers. Its arsenal :-~ 
·r 

I was regarded as an indication that the sniping or. _at 
!~ 
!....--least some of it was organized." 

As hundreds of arrestees were brought into the ~ ­

Precinct Station, officers were t~king it upon themselves__ 

to carry on investigations and to attenpt to extract 
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confessions. Dozens of charges of police brutality 

emanated from the station as prisoners were brought in 

uninjured, but later had to be taken to the hospital. 

1{1n the absence of the preci~ct commander; who had ~rans- · 

ferred his ' headquarters to the r~ot command post at a 

nearby hospital, discipline vani_shed. Prisoners who re­

quested that they be permitted to notify someone of their .. 
arr-est were almost invariably told that: "The. t .e.lepbpne~ 

_.57) are out of order." - Congressm~n Conyers aJtat~ R~p­

resentative Del Rio, who went to the station hoping to co­

ordinate with the police the establishing of a community 

patrol, were so upset by what they saw that they chan9ed 

their minds and gave up on the project. 

A young woman, brought into the station, was told .to 
' 

strip• . After she had done so, and while .an officer took 

pictures with a Polaroid camera, another off~cer came up 

to her and began fondling her. The negative of one of the. 
pictures, fished out of a was_tebasket, subsequently was 

turned . over to Jh~ mayor's office • 
• S~t'\, 

Citing the,.. dangerJ kom £Ai_pe~ off_cers tliroughout . 

the department had taken off their ,etal badges. They also 

had taped over the license plates and the numbers of . the ., 

police cars.98 ~hat ~entification of individual officers 

became vlrtually impossible. 
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On a number of occasions officers fired at 

fleeing loote~, then made little attempt to determine 

whether their shots had hit anyone. Later some of the fu.•;rlJ 
' ~ 

~ex:s~ns.ueulElAe discovered dead or injured in the street. 

In one such case police and National Guardsmen were . 

interrogating~ youth ·suspected of arson wh~n, according 
. . . 

to officers, he att~mpted to escape. As. he vaulted over 

~ ~ e hood of an automobile, an officer fired his_ shotgun. 

The youth disappeared on the other side of .the car. With­

out making an investigation, the of"ficers and Guardsmen 

returned to their car and drove off. 

When nearby residents called police, another squad 

car arrived ~o pick up the body. Despite the fact that an 

·-autopsy disclosed the youth had been killed by five shot­
• 

gun pellets, only a cursory investigation was made, and- -

the death was attl:'.ibuted to "sniper fire." No police • • 
officer at the scene during the shooting filed a report~ 

Not until a Detroit newspaper editor presented to the 

police .the statements of s~veral witnesses claiming that · 

. .. the youth had been shot by police after he had been told . ·. 

to run did the department launch .an investigation. Not . 

_until three weeks after the shooting did an offi~er come 

forward to identify himself as the one who had fired the 

fatal shot. 
. 

Citing conflicts i~ ·the testimony of the score of 

witnesses·, the Detroit, t>ro·secutor' s office declined to press 
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charges. 

· Prosecution is proceeding in the case of three youths 

in whose shotgun deaths law enforcement ~ersonnel were 

impiicated following a report that snipers were firing 

from the Aigiers Motel. In fact, there is little evidence 

that anyone fired from inside the building. Two witnesses 

say· that they had seen~ ma~stariding outside of the mbtel, 

fire two shots from a · rifle. The interrogation of other 

persons revealed that law enforcement personnel then · shot 

out one or more stree~lights. ~olice patrols responded to 

the shots. An attack was launched on the motel. 

The picture is further complicated by the fact that 

this incident occurred at roughly the same time that the 
. 

National Guard was directing fire at the apartment house 

in which Tonya Blanding was killed. The apartment house 

_was only six •blocks distan·t from and in a direct line.._with __ _ 

the motel. 

The killings occurred when officers began on-the-

spot questionin~ of the occupants of the motel in an effort 

to discover weapons used in the "sniping." Several of 

those questioned reportedly were beaten. One was a Negro 

•ex-paratrooper who had only recently been honorably dis~ · 

charged, and had gone to Detroit t9 look for a job. 

·· <J :jh.ad vAi·rltthuoau.g hy by late Tuesd~y/ looting and fire-bombing 

~ 11 ceased, between 7:00 and 11:00 P.M. that 
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M-f1vto ,:,-;. 
night there were 444 incidents reporee<l. Most wcrc ' reports

/\ . 
of sniper fire. 

During the daylight hours of July 26th, there were 

534 such reports. ~~ Setween 8 :30 and 1_1 {.0») p ·.M. 

there were ' 255. As they proliferated, the pressure on 

law enforcement officers to uncover the snipers became 

intense. Homes were broken into. Searches were m~de on 

the flimsiest of tips. A Detroit newspaper headline aptly 

proclaimed: . "Everyone's Suspect in No Man's Land." 

Before the arrest of a young woman IBM operator in the 
.bnru_"i h,_,r 

City Assessor's office eal~ attention to the situation~on 

Friday, July 28th, any person with a gun in his home was l ~~j !e 

liable to be picked up as a suspect. 

Of the 27 persons·~@ \nre charged with sniping, 22
______,; 

had CDarges against them dismissed at preliminary hearings~. 
. . . 

and the charses against two others were dismissed later. 

One pleaded guilty to possession of an unregistered gun 

and was given a suspended sentence. Trials of two -- one 

on _a reduced charge -- are pending. 

~ . .I . In all, more than 7,200 persons were arrested. Almost 

3,000 of these were picked up on the second day of _the 

-~,riot, and by midnight Monday 4,000 were incarcerated in 

makeshift . jails. Some were . kept as~ as 30 hours on 

buses. Others spent days in an underground gara~e without 

toilet facilities. An uncounted number were people who had 
_ \ ~ ¢-u .5 I\. -!-" ~ ....) l,,,Jl..<f','\..' 

,. :- merely . been unfortuna te~ - -~ n"J on tnc(strcct at the •wrong-, 
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time. i:~ eke wre;o; p\ar-£L,/Included were members of the 

press whose attempts to show their credentials \1nel'\ eRCj" 
h.,('t,.~ k..c.~ . 

were ~'1 u.p~-1~. ignored . Released later, they were 

chided for not having exhibited their identificatfon at 

the time of their arrests. 

The booking system proved i'ncapable of adequa·:tely 

handling the large number of arrestees. People became 

lost for days in the ·maze of different detention facilities. 

Until the later stages, bail was deliberately sob~• high/...... ,.....,,, 
~ -- -l!@YCil.::.,, often~l0 , 00_0 or more. ~_,,.,~ J. t became 

apparent that this policy was unrealistic and unworkable, 

and the .Prosecutor's office began reieasing ·on low bail 

or their own recognizance hundreds of those who had been 
. . o,,;.<.,'-;thd:.'l .,,., . . 
picked up. the fact was not publicized for fear of ant~ 

geeizing :hos~~wh~ had demanded a high-bail policy. 

> / r Of the 43 persons who were killed during the riot, 33 · 

>___J were Negro and 10 were white. Seventeen were looters , of 

whomf two .were white . Fifteen citizens (of whom four were . 
white), one white National Guardsman , one white _~irernan , 

and one Negro private guard die¢! as the result of gunshot 

wqunds. Most of these deaths appear to have been acciden-

tal , but criminal homicide is suspected in some. 

Two persons, including one fireman , died as a result 

o f fallen power lines. · Two were burned to death. One was 

a drunken gunman ; ¢ne an arson suspect . One was a white 
·"-' 
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man killed by a rioter. One was a poli~e officer felled 
h-~ 

by a shotgun blast when~ gun , in the hands of another 

office~, accidentally discharged during a scuffle with 

a looter. 

Actio~ by police officers accounted for 20 and , very 

likely, 21 of the deaths . Action by the National Guard 
. f:..11~"12.,.( I "' . . 

for ·~nd , very lik~ly, Action · by the Army for P.-. r..-,,, 

Two deaths were 'the result of action by sto're_ owners. 

Four persons died accidentally~ _ Rioters were respon~ible 

for two, and perhaps three of the dea~hs; · f pri;ate QUard 

for one. A white man is _suspe_cted;!.four~"!~ing ~ Negro 

youth. The perpetrator of one of the killings . in the 

Algiers Motel remains unknown. 

_. Damage estimates, originally set as high as $500 

: milli~kly~ scaled down, The city assessor's 

office placed 'the loss -- excluding business stock, privat~. 

furnishings, and the buildings of churches and charitable 

institutions -- at approximately $22 million. Insurance 

payrnentsf according to the State Insurance Bureau, will 

come to about $32 million, representing an estimated 65 to 

~5 percent of the total loss, 
; 

• •. _{) I - pur pose s, ~ he JZio t .ima e·na ed 6y · 
"'tv.,c,~'\° /LI~ C>--.c:..~V\ ~~'4-a, 

Thursday, u y e paratroopers were removed from the 

city on Saturday. On Tuesday, August 1, the curfew was 

lifted and the National Guard moved ·out. 
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SECTION 1 

PROFILE -- TAMPA FINAL 

1961~ 
On Sunday, June 11,ATampa, Florida, sweltered in 

the 94-degree heat. A humid wind ruffled the bay , where 

thousands of persons ME!. watched the hydroplane races. 

Since early morning the Police Department 's Selective 

Enforcement Unit, designed as a riot control squad, had 

been employed to keep order at the races. 

At 5:30 P.M., a block from the waterfront, a photo 

supply warehouse was broken into. Forty-five minutes 

later two police officers spotted three Negro youths as 

they walked near the State Building. When the youths 

.. caught sight of the officers, they ducked into an alley. 

The officers gave chase. As they ran, the suspects left 

a trail of photographic equipment.~eattered freffi thQ. 

The officers transmitted a general broadcast over 

the police radio. As other officers arrived on the scene, 

a chase began through and around the streets, houses, and 

alleys of the neighborhood. When Negro residents of the 

area adjacent to the Central Park Village Housing Project 

became aware of the chase, they began to participate. 

Some attempted to help the officers in locating the sus­

pects. 

R. C. Oates, one of the 17 Negroes on the 500-man 
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Tampa police force, spotted 19-year old Martin Chamber ~ 

bare to the waist, wriggling....,. beneath one of the ~ 
houses. Oates called for Chambers to surrender . Ignoring 

him , Chambers emerged running from beneath the house . A 

white officer, J. L. Calvert, took up the pursuit. 

Pursuing Calvert, in turn, were three young Negroes, 

all spectators. Behind one of the houses a high cyclone 

fence created a two-foot wide alley twenty-five feet in 

length. 

As Chambers darted along the fence, Officer Calvert 

rounded the corner of the house . Calvert yelled to him 

to halt . Chambers ignored him. Calvert, who had flunked 

his last marksmanship test, pointed his . 38 revolver and
• ,J "+k_ . ~~~ ,,, 

fired. ChambereA the slug enter~~ backfrnd pas~ 
~ Cnam'• I I R(,\. iJ~ 

comple~ through his body~~pajzc~is hands over his 

hea)~ clutched at the cyclone fence . 

When the three youths running behind Officer Calvert 

came upon the scene, they assumed Chambers had been shot 

standing in the position in which they saw him. Rumor 

quickly spread through the neighborhood t~at a white police 

officer had shot a Negro youth who had had his hands over 

his head and was trying to surrender. 

The ambulance that had been summoned became lost on 

the way . ..n. rnionte foJJawed wion;e 'fhe gathering crowd 

viewing the bloody, critically injured youth~ in­

crea singly belligere nt . 
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Finally, the Reverend M. L. Ne"vm1an told police they ' d 

"better get the boy out of there." Officer Oate s loaded 

Chambers into his car ·and drove him to the hospital . The 

youth died shortly thereafter. 

As officers were leaving the scene, a thunderstorm 

broke. Beneath the pelting rain, the spectators scattered. 

When an officer went back to check the area he found no one 

on the streets. 

A few minutes after 7:00 P.M., the Selective Enforce­

ment Unit, tired and sun-parched, reported in from the 

races. A half hour later a report was received that 500 

persons were gathering. A police car was sent into the 

area to check the report. The officers could find no one. 

The men of the Selective Enforcement Unit were told to go 

home. 

The men in the scout car had not, however; penetrated 

into the Central Village Housing complex where, as the 

rain ended, hundreds of persons poured from the apartments. 

At least half of _, : 1 1 were teenagers and young adults. As 

they began to mill about, old grievances, both real and 
t Ii-- -- . 

imagined , were res·urrected . alscrimlnatory practices of 0 
local stores, advantages taken by white men of Negro girls, 

~ - J,!.itl i: If fuA. 
~ the kicking in the face of a Negro/\.by a white man as the 0 

Negro lay handcuffed on the ground , 't!he ekreuie lack of 

:recreatioA iiaeilil~s, ~ blackballing of two Negro high 
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schools by the athletic conference. 

Pteighbozhood. }Less than a month before , police-community 

relations had been severely strained by the actions of a 

pair of white officers who were subsequently transferred 

to another beat. 

Sho£el, afeer Officer Oates returned to the are~• 

l5eya11 seething. Attempting to convince the crowd to dis­

perse) of ite ooR ae&e£8) he announced that a complete 

investigation would be made into the shooting. He seemed 
~~~~~-h-4,44u,,t. 

to be m_aking headway when a ~ii.:l, &X-¥,iR~ Al et?ez ieally 
,u-'L-L ,a ,,,,..-:'.':':11 _,> 

,(that the police had killed her brother, eal1\lii n1RRiR! . a&uR 
:---.~---=--_;•;...J, twrYuJ ,-..,c,__, -~-:--r,,rl--:--~--=-~~--=;...~-=-- >-: '---=--- ~~~~~ ;;_-_ ___ ' - MA- 1:- ' ''•· 

b~lii &t£oo•. He~ ipp1iia£anee galvanized the crowd. Rock .. 

throwing began. Police cars driving into the area were 

stoned. The police, relying on a previous experience when, 

after wi thdra~al of their uni-ts , the ci;-owd had d~spersed, 

decided to send no more patrol cars into the vicinity. 

This time the maneuver did not work. From nearby 

bars and tawdry night spots patrons joined the throng. A 

window was smashed. Haphazard looting began. As fluid 

bands of rioters moved down the Central Avenue business 

district, t!ll•:b~~ie stores whose proprietors were particularly 

disliked were singled out. A grocery store, a liquor store , 

a restaurant were hit. The first fire was set . 

Because of the dismissal of the Se lective Enforcement 
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Unit and the lack of accurate intelligence information, 

the police department was slow to react. Although 

Sheriff Malcolm Beard of Hillsborough County was in 

contact with the Department throughout the evening, it 
~ 

was not until appx:giKj,mately 11:00 P.M. that a request for 

deputies was made to him. 

At 11:30 P.M. a recall order, issued earlier by the 

police department, began to bring officers back into the~ 
. ', -/M.t...w, 

area. ighted by the flames of burning buildings 1 the 
"" 

streets in the vicinity of the housing project were 

tAi~ ti:Me 1 9R!\ilrea i11 a fall fteagea r:tot. 

Falling power lines whipped sparks about the skirmish 

line of officers as it moved down the street. The popping 

noise of what sounded to the officers like gunshots came 

from the direction of the housing project. 

The officers did not return the fire~ I~ w~~ announced 
fw-w.--~~ 

~er a p.-.eiie aEiEi!'e&& syorbet'!'l that anyone caught armed would 

be shot. The firing Geased. Then, and throughout the 

succeeding two days, law enforcement officers refrained from ,.,. 
the use of firearms. No of·f icerA RQili' il~Y civilian/ suffered 

a gunsliot wound during the riot. 

Driving along the expressway, a young white couple, 

Mr. and Mrs . C. D., were startled by the fires. De~iding td 

investigate, they took the off-ramp into the midst of the 

riot. The car was swarmed over. Its windows were shattered . 

c. D. was dragged into the street. 
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As he emerged from a bar in which he had spe~t the 

evening, 19-year old J. c., a Negro fruit-picker from 

Arkansas, was as surprised by the riot as Mr. and Mrs •. 

C. D. Rushing toward the statio41agon in which the young 

woman was trapped, he interposed himself between her and 

the mob. Although rocks and beer cans smashed the windows, 

she was able to drive off. J.C. pushed through to where 

the white man lay. With the hoots and jeers of rioting 

youths ringing in his ears, J.C. helped him, also, to 

escape. 
1 

By"T A.M., police officers and sheriff's deputies 

had surrounded an area. . several blocks square. Firemen began 

to extinguish the flames which, by thi•s time, had spread to 

several other establishments from the three stores in which 

they had, originally, been set. No resistance was met. 

Control was soon re-established. 

Governor Claude Kirk flew to Tampa. Since the Chief 

of Police was absent, and since, in Florida, sheriffs are 

direct arms of the governor, Sheriff Beard was placed in 

charge of the combined forces of the police and sheriff's 

departments. 

For the next twelve hours the situation remained quiet 

but tense. ~lloa •!"1· By the afternoon of Monday, 

June 12, the sheriff's and police forces both had been fully 

committed. The men were tired. There were none in reserve. 

As a precautionar, Meae~re the Sheriff decidea to 
. J 
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request1t.hat a (9ontingeny ai illale National Guar~ be made 

Late in the afternoon Governor Kirk met with the 

residents at a school in the Central Park Village area. 

It was a tense meeting. aha•!ed uiilh hostility, in uuhich 
~ ~th- . ~ 

"i¥.!fY speaker$1 f hite aM. Negro, W915 booed and hissed. 

ldtheugh fficials prided .themselves on supposedly 

· • d~·~ . · bgood race rel ations an ~h• a&&A or rnass11re res1staRee y 

whites 97tlile integration of schools and facilities 
; ......,_ ., 1 

· 

~, Negroes ~ . t:s;/almost 20 percent of the popu-

lation, had had no one of their own race to represent them 

in positions of policy or power, nor to appeal to for re-

d_ress of grievances. F'l.:nstrations bad buiJt Hp to the 

:· boiling puinl!:. 

There was no Negro on the City Council; none on the 

School Board; none on the Fire Department; none of high 

rank on the Police Force. Six ... of every ten Negroes 

lived in dilapidated housing, many ~f them "f!. shacks with 

broken window panes, ~~a■ , an~oles in the walls. 
. • sr> $,o 

4through uhi.alil rai!!a •••11pe1ea. Rents were ii.is¥ to sJ.n,¥ 

doil:azs a month~reational facilities ~!l!a ieu, IJ:lialeae 

~did exlist lacked equipment and supervisors. Young 

toughs ·l'reei.it9tsea aud intimidated the children who tried to 

use them. 
~ 

!iA th ■■ heals-, lhe majority of Negro" never re_ached 

the eighth grade. In the high schools, only 3 to 4 percent 



.. 

of Negro seniors attained the minimum passing score on 

the State's college entrance examination, one-tenth lllfl 

the percentage of white students. 

A difference of at least three-and-a-half years in 

educational attainment separated the average Negro and 

white. Fifty-five percent of the Negro men in Tampa were 

working in unskilled jobs. More than half of the families 

had incomes of less than $3,000 a year. The result was 
~ .

that 40 percent of the~children liyed in broken homes, and 

the city's crime ~ate u•~~t't: top 25 percent i!1 the 
1 5nation. fl ··• aa . , ; 0 & trtct,.. 1.ffi*'*· a 264.tt'! 

M~ lailbh••!h =Jhe me"et±ng "lset::cen Mm IZ..,!l!O~.i.l! 

•H•a••h broke up without concrete results~the Governor 0 
c..;l 

believed it had ••weed a pump••• ift enablia; the residents 

to let off steam. 

That evening, as National Guard troops suppl.~nted 

local forces in maintaining a perimeter and establishing 

roving patrols, anti-poverty workers went from door to door, 

urging citizens to stay off the streets. 

A reported attempt by Dlack Muslims to incite ??&pl• 

• further violence failed. Although there were scattered 

reports of trouble from several areas of the. city, and a · 

few fires were set -- a &ubs,¥.a,;oport i co oi blteff\ ~n . 

vacant buildings -- there were no major incidents. ~~ 1/1 
youths mn;o El!!!l!'e!ti!ell uh&iA eiaeooezet:l with a cache of 
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Molotov cock; ~a,vi.,,,:t,l,~e white. 

All SY£in9 the next day _false reports poured into 

Police Headquarters. ~-i.111u1l, iveryday scenes took on•£J~-• .'tones • . . Twenty Negro men, bared to the waist and 0 
carrying clubs, were reported to be gathering. They 

·turned out to be construction workers. 
~ ~ 

Mayor Nuccio . ·.-,uui, ~ illa \iaeortain SJJCCOS1:_3 

Meet. with resident~. At their suggestion that the man 

most likely to carry weight with the youn~sters was Coach 

Jim Williams, he placed a call to Tallahassee, where 

Williams was attending a coaching · clinic. 

~ ~ 
· JSPtra l &ii &9S16 LJfit•••!l'x /. year earl j e~ad rhe a.re 

1Jeasia11a•s Z!toatl1e111 e11ioe1s1cy. 

the shooting of Martin 

Chambers ,....... Tamp Together with 
. . ' -------

another coach he went to an eatery called The Greek Stand, 

behind which he found a number of youngsters fashioning an 

arsenal of bottles, bricks, and Molotov cocktails. As in 

the crowds that were once more beginning to gather, the 

principal complaint was aeeyt the presence. of the National 
~ . 

Guard,~, the residents asserted, gave them a feeling of 

being hemmed in. Williams decided to attempt to negotiate- the removal of the National Guard if the people would agree 

to keep the peace and to disperse. 
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Emotions were starting to run hig h again all over 

the city. Two Negro community l e aders, Dr. James O. 
~ 

Brookins and attorne y Delano s. Stewart, were a~~r~eed 

by acquaintances that, unless the intensive patrolling 

of Negro neighborhoods c e ased, people were planning to 

set fires in industrial districts that evening. Like 

Coach Williams, Dr. Brookins and Stewart contacted 

Sheriff Deard. 

Sheriff Beard had been in consultation with Robert 

Gilder of the NAACP. Gilder was in touch with leaders 

of the Negro youth. Some were college students who ~ 

bee!\ unable to get summer jobs. One was a Vietnam~ 

veteran who had been turned down for a position as a swim-

ming pool lif()uard. The youth~ believeQ that discrimina­

tion had played a part in the~=~~•• iR i~adin~ 

jobs. 

ihe suggestion was made to Sheriff Deard that the 

National Guard be pulled out of the Negro areas, and that 

these young men, as well as others, be given the opportunity 

to keep order. The idea made sense to the sheriff. He de­

cided to take a chance on the Youth Patrol. Participants 

were ide ntified first by phosphorescent armbands, and later 

by white hats. 

During the next twenty-four hours 126 youths, some of 

whom had participa t ed in the riot, were recrui t ed into the 

patrol. Many were high school dropouts. 

, - , n 
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On Wednesday, the inquiry into the dea th of .Martin 
wi.at 

Chambers was concluded. ~ the verdict h1u1 i88llee 
fil t._~ _.J

that -w..e pfficer,(had fired the shot justifiably and in 

the line of duty, apprehension rose that trouble would 

erupt again. The leaders of the Youth Patrol were called 

in. The sheriff explained the law to them, and pointed 

out that the verdict bu i, 3 9 1 was in conformance with 
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Section 2 

PROFILE CINCINNATI -- FINAL 

Beginning in October, 1965, assaults on middle-aged 

white women, several of whom were murdered, had generated 

an atmosphere of fear. in '6Ra aiey. W~en ii! seeeu:110 J1ne,,R 

-t-!rat the ~&R;tati,re identification ef the "Cincinnati 
. W/Z4~~aa 

Strangler" ±ndieetea R1M -~sea Negro, a new element of 

tension was injected into relations between the races. 

In December, 1966, 1Wzzmusician named Posteal 

Laskey was arrested and charged with one of the murders. 

In May of 1967 he was convicted and sentenced to death. 

~ithe~gnTwo of the princip~l witnesses against Laskey· were 
N~t-,1

Negroes.~R& in :ehe Negrc,tleefflftl~nity felt that, · 

because of the charged ·atmosphere, he had not received 
~ 

a fair trial. ~\ They were further ineeRsed when, at about 

the same time, a white man, convicted of manslaughter in 

the death of his girlfriend received a sus ended ~ ntence..:) 

lileepite the fae~ ~ he cases w~re .dissimila·r, there 

was talk in the Negro community that the difference in 1lile 
~d, 

se s••••!! of sentences wae i.ll}a,i.eatiua gi a double standard . 

of justice for white and black. 

Felle,,ing iiael,ey' s &1eRa.1.i.eC..i.oR, A drive began in _the W~ 

community to raise funds for an appeal. Laskey's cousin, 
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~w-4,,.,~~ 
Peter Frakes, began walking the streets carrying .a 

....; 
sandwich board aduo••i. ■ i.11, -h• "l.aakoy i'•••••• i'11•d." ••• 

declaring: "Cincinnati Guilty -- Laskey Innocent~" After 

warning him severai times
) 

t I 1 ' ■ ••*'¥'*'"'police 

arrested Frakes on a charge of blocking pedestrian traffic. 
1~N~~~ . 

A ■ Yll ■ -•11*,.a.pe.*i.o• al tile lla,g•• ••-11i::IIJ leehed" 
. . \.1,vT,'J.INtu ,t~u.~, 

¥pt 2 ~™8et as"a aawaa&iA,g •a-i.oA 11¥ *h• peli:ee, similar 

to the apparently selective enforcement of .the city's anti­
/7() ,,. Jl"l'M 

loitering ordinance. · Between January and June, of &GIiie 240 

persons arrested under i ~ 1 J 1 . Negro·. 

Frakes was arrested at 12:35 A.M. on Sunday 11,erning, . 
) 

June 11~ That evening, concurrently with _the commencement 

of a Negro Baptist Convention, it was announced in one of 

the churches that a meeting to protest the Frakes arrest 

and the anti-loitering ordinance would be held the follow­

ing .night at a junior high school in the Avondale -District. 
(_~~..~A~ ~J..i<IM ·t'-"~-,,.~~. 

~Without the city's realizing what was occurring, over · 

the years protest through politi~al and non-violent channels 
~MA~~ . . . . . 

had \..:oa In••••'"' •••• a11a mere difficult for Negroes. • • k -

1Hua■od ••~• and ■■ re fakile l90 -4IAe y~ung, militant ~lC; . 
\..4•p&c~~,~~ ~~\-\~ kg~~~, 
. 'i Pl II gu • sesa;;p f tt lac GW,ih1 11!1' ae~p ISi Jfiiei1t•C}\ . 

Although the city's Negro population had been rising 

swiftly -- in 1967, 135,000 out of the city's 500,000 

residents were Negroes . -- there was only one Negro eitt·e, 

on the City Council. I_n the 1950's, with a far smaller 

Negro populatio~, there had been ,two. Negroes attributed 
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~4-~ N~ ~ ~t., d,Jo~qf-#J. 
this to t~e fiae~ ~h.t the 9ity had abgl i s hea its pro-

portional representation system of electing the nine 

councilmen. t.he~e~y s i lating Ll"}e llOtJ5 8 ttQ1ie , When a 

Negro · received the largest total yote of any of the 

councilmen -- traditionally the criterion for .choosing 

the mayor -- tradition was cast aside and a white man was 

picked for mayor., i.R ■ ia 11 i. 

Although, by 1967, 40 percent of the school children 

were Negro, there was only one Negro on the Board of Edu­

cation. Of 81 members of various city commissions, only 

one was a Negro. 

Under the leadership of the NAACP, picketing took 

place at the construction site of a new city convention hall 

to protest lack of Negro membership in building trades unions. 

It produced no results. When the Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth, 
k.-. ~~~~) ~~ 

who had 1ed ~he Ne!5~& • rlhe Birmingham 1aa•eh of 1963, 

staged a protest against alleged discriminatory practices at 
-..._,_~4, 

the County Hospital, he and his followers were arrested~ 

trespassing. After being sentenced to jail, Reverend 

Shuttlesworth's sentence was suspended ;· Placed on probation, 
b J.,,.;t,,, ~ 

he was kept under the court's jurisdiction a1ui ps0110nGeEi 

from leading further non-violent protests. 

Traditional Negro leaders drawn from the middle class 

lost ~ e~e a~a ~e•e er @heii influence as promises made by 
~u.,. 

the city de90ne~,t0d iRMl petty results. In the spring of 
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1967, a group of 14 white and 14 Negro business and 

community leaders, called the Committee of 28, talked 

about 2,000 job openings for .young Negroes. Only 65 

materialized. Almost one out of every . eight Cincinnati 

Negroes was unemployed. Two ..c of every five Negro 

families were living on or below the border line of 

poverty. 

A study of the West End Section of the city indicated 

that one out of every four Negro men living there was out 

of work. In one public housing area two-thirds of the 

fathers were missing f~o~ t~& ke~e. Of private housing
• 

occupied by Negroes, one-fourth was overcrowded and half 

was dilapidated. 

In the 90-degree temperature o f Monday, June 12th) 

Negro youngsters roamed the streets. The_two swimming 

pools available to them could accommodate ·only a· handful. 

In the Avondale Section -- wa i cl:J l:Jad. up ee e: £e,, l eeiwe 
D'l'\cL 

be:Eere t eee!\ a prosperous middle class community, but now 
t(....c,~rl­

containe4 more tha~ half the city's Negro population -­
" ~A.-t 

Negro youths watched white workers going to ~A&ir je~& in 

white-owned stores and businesses. One youth began to count 

the number of delivery trucks being driven by Negroes. 

During the course of the afternoon, of the 52 truck s he 
~ 

counted, only one had a Negro driver. His ae~R~ wa~ re-

markably accurate. According to a study conducted by the 
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Equal Employment Opportunities Commission, less than 2 

percent of truck drivers in the Cincinnati area are Negro. 

Late in the afternoon the youths began to interfere 

with deliveries being made by white drivers. Dr. Bruce 

Green, president of the local NAACP chapter was notified. 

Dr. Green asked his colleague, Dr. Robert Reid, the direc~ 

tor of the Opportunities Industrialization .center, to go 

and try to calm the youngsters. Dr. Reid found several 

whom he knew, and convinced them to go with him to the 

Avondale Special Services Office to talk things over. 

They were in •h• p•aae&& ef drawing up plans for a 
. ~~ 

meeting with merchants of the Avondale area/ when i!he!!'e ·JJSaS 

aR '••••••••~ of an altercation at a nearby drugstore. 

Several of the youths left the meeting and rushed over to 

the store. Dr. Reid followed them. The owner of the store 

was complaining to the police that (the youths l earlier\ had 

been interfering with his business; he declared that he 

wasn't going to stand for it. 

Dr. Reid was attempting to l;I s a media~ _when a 

police sergeant arrived and asked the officers what was 

going on. One allegedly replied that they had been called 

in becauset,_ "Young nigger punks were disrupting deliveries 
} 

to the stores." 

A dispute arose between Dr. Reid and the sergeant as 

to whether the officer had said "nigger." After further 
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discussion the sergeant told the kids to "break it up!" 

Dr. Reid, together with some of the youngsters, returned 

to the Special Services Office. After talking to the 

youngsters again, Dr. Reid left t ~ attend a meeting else-

where. q/ Stwv\. · 
. ·} . ~~ 
She~•~Y •h~~after, some of the youngsters ee,aR t& 

ma1Ga the; r uay •011:,Eut•~ the junior high school, where the 

meeting protesting the ·Frakes_arrest and the anti-_loite~ing 

ordinance was scheduled to take place. 
w1W 

The police department~ alerted to the possibility of a 
_ ~ tk-~u ~ w~ . 

disturbanc?/\ mobilized. i~e fe~e~~- How~ver, eeQa8ee ef . ·u 
bj-. ~,AA~ N~ ~wt., Jv.J.. ~J 

COfflplaiRte fl!'em H~itante th~ 11he peliaa thamuo~,,ee 

were an inciting factor~ !ome months earlier, when Ku 

Klux Klansmen had been attracted to the scene of a speech 

by Stokely Carmichael, a Negro crowd, reacting to the -heavy 

police patrolling, had gathered about the . car of a plain-
°"" IV\,/J-,,_- J~(~ 

clothesman and attempted to overturn epar ment otw.u 

decided to withhold its men from the immediate area of the 

meeting. . 
(~

It appear·e a;ras if this policy might be rewarded un.til, 
N~t-4.c..,,,J, . . '--~ • 

tg,~ard thc rl ■ e of the rally, ~a ~egro real estate broker 

arose to defend the police and the anti-loitering ordinance. 

The youngsters who had had the encounter with the police 

officers only a short time earlier were incensed. When the 

meeting broke up a missile was hurled through the window of 

a nearby church. A smnll fire was set in the street. A 
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Moiotov cocktail was thrown through the window of a drug store. 

The police were able to react quickly. There was only 

one major confrontation between them and the mob. Little 

resistance was offered. 

Although windows were broken in some two dozen stores, 

there was virtually no looting. There were 14 arrests, 

some e£ ~kem Ret~ nnected with the disturbance. Among 

those arrested was a community worker, now studying for a 

doctorate at Brandeis University. When he went to the area 

to help get people off the streets, he was arrested and 

charged with loitering. 

The next morning a judge of the Municipal Court, before 
UA,4

whom most of the persons charged were to be -brought, &6ated 

4i,A,a,t he intended to mete out the maximum sentence to anyone 

found guilty of· a riot-connecte4 offense. Although the · 

judge later told the Commission that he knew his statement 

was a "violation of judicial ethics," he said that he made 

it because the "city was in a state of siege," and he in­

tended it to act as a deterrent against further violence. 

Maximum sentences were, in fact, pronounced by the 

judge on all \ihoco ulze wo•o convicted in his court, regard­

less of the pircumstances of the arrest, or the background 

of the persons arrested • .a;. folice were charging~white.. ~ 

persons arrested p•i1 1 ·r•11y with disorderly conduct -- for 

which the maximum sentence is 30 days in jail and a $100 

~u 
fint) •~~ ~ any Negroe ~i we~e charged with violation of the 



is one year 

among a major 

eett1!1~,_J,,~_._.Q.il.-liiliQla....~·MI discriminatory justice. 
N~ ~ ~ 

Tuesday morning a list of 11 demands and grievances
" 

stemming from the Monday night meeting wae presen~ed by 

Ne~~g iea&Q~e to the municipal government. Included were 

demands for repeal of the anti~loitering law, .release of . 

all prisoners arrested during the disturbance, full employ­

ment for Negroes, and equal justice in the courts. 

Municipal officials · agreed that the city council would 

consider the demands. However, they rejected a suggestion 

that they attend an open-air meeting of residents in the 

Avondale section. City leaders did not want to give stature. . . . 
to the militants by~~~ them ~s the de facto 

representatives of the . community. Yet, by all indications, 

the militants were the only- persons with influence .on -the 

people on the streets. 

Mayor Walton H. Bachrach declared that he ~as uquite 

surprised" by the disturbance because the council had 

"worked like hell" to help Negroes. 

11\unicipal officials, whose contacts were generally/with 
\. ~ ~ 

i»fte &mal]?kpQ~&nGa~Q et'middle-class Negroes, appea~ed not 
~of'/1v._..

to realize tAe &aA~Q~ pEeeen~ee b~ the ~eR"~~ frustrations 

~~ ~ t ~ p!';'ut_tiga. ■ i•e~ ieft peno•ey. 
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Early in the evening a crowd, consisting mostly of 

teenagers and young adults, began to gather in the 

Avondale Oistrict.\~ ,. ,u....er a short t, · 3 :ef time,~ 

no one appeared to give direction,\;_! ~lte~':~1,. 9l.o]'
1 
~ 

began to mill about. A few minutes before 7 P.M. cars 

were stoned and windows were broken. Police moved in to 

~isperse the gathering. 

Fires were set. When firemen reached the scene they 
~ j ~ . 

were !!liBjililc.1.ilila \e a barrag~ rocks an·d bottles·. A full-
. ~~ .... 

scale confrontationAbetween police riot squads and the 

Negro crowd.•••~• p:l.aee. As police swept the streets, people 

scattered. According to the chief of police, ~t approxi­

mately 7:15 Illa, "All hell broke loose." ~ 

®· isi]1a i!!'a!ff'ORi:S 8j 111 PI£ ] 2 l :iaR! QfilR\~li~J ilie ~ ~ 
~ to other sections of the city/ Al•haa,h t;,st M 

Wiese fil'•!•en1!!! were !!IRU1tll a"e the damage \key a1n1eetl was 
/I 

minor Mfl 8f 40-odd fires liilruk ::a•a tu2'i:iit reported before 
• ,r 

dawnJ only 11 resulted in a loss of more than $1,000, wlM.i 
~ 

...-lbe Fire Department log only four 1· I J as having 
. ..--.a.111,.......:"~------------------

caused major damage e confusion and rapidity with which µi, 
~ ~ 

,he ai.aawier spread made it ~ff~ul:ti if Aoi impossible to 

determine its scope. 

Many reports of fires set by Molotov cocktails, car , 

being stoned, and windows being broken were received by the 

police from several parts of the city. A white motorist 

who died three weeks later -- and a Negro sitting on his 



porch suffered gunshot wounds. OMiRe~s 

3~!d. h' ' hbof Negro" rai ing w ite neig orhoods, of shootings, and 
~ ~ 

of organization of the riot...~ ~~ar ly all of · lfere 
~~ . "f --:?--

aili-:QVOEOEl later to be unfounded¥es aie111•11iLe. b -1.,...-iE!!!!. E51:iA. 

At 9:40 P.M., following a request for aid to surrounding 

communities, Mayor Bachrach placed a call to the Governor 

asking for mobilization of the National Guard. 
~ 

At 2:30 A.M., Nednesday the first units ef tiAe ~la:eieftal
11 

..C'l:!a!!'d appeared on the streets. They foll owed a policy of 

restraint in the use of weapons. Few shots were fired . 
j_,_f;t,,.,J 

Two hours .feeF :eAo appoaraReo Qf ~~e eaatd , the streets 

were quiet. p~- ...., ] 
~ uN5£1-r f(Z.rM md: "-9

fl 11ud, 'weaRostiay afternoon _ n_ o_p_e_n_ s_e_s_s_1.,..· o- raf the city council ________y ---=:...-----~· 
...- held The chamber was jammed with Negro residents, many 

OJ} 

of whom gave vociferous support «sD their spokesmen~ 

~ critic' the city administration. When the audience be-

came unruly, a ·detail of National Guardsmen was stationed 

outside the council chamber. Their presence resulted in a 

misunderstanding, causing many of the Negroes to walk out, 

and the meeting to ~o~o •• ai end. 

Wednesday night there were virtually no reports of 

riotous activity until 9 P . M., when scattered incidents of 

violence again began to take place. One person was inj ured 

by a gunshot . 

Despite fears of a clash between Negroes and SAMS -­

white Southern Appalachian migrants whose economic conditions 
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paralleled those of the Negroes -- such a clash was 

averted. 

H. "Rap" Brown, arriving inthe city on Thursday, . 
. ~~,t_ 

attempted to capitalize •on the discontent/ ~ list 

of 20 "demands," he ~:FeeeRtea o,ere ef etteft a seattQ.chot., 

diet.aeerial aAEi iMpractieal Pl:e.i!ttre that feror peI Selle could 

Their principal effect would 

have been total removal of all white persons, whatever 

their capacity, from the ghetto area. Demand No. 18 

stated that "at any meeting to settle grievances ••• 

any white proposal or white representative objected to 

by black representatives must be rejected automatically." 

No. 20 demanded a veto power over police officers patrol­

ling the community. 

His appearance had no galvanizing effect. Aliehs ugl1 

~cattered incidents occurred for three days after the 

arrival of the National Guard, .;;;; ~1== :.:r:;:;t.. \ 
Z::t:::tJ:o rt ""' of m1'•'~ !:;~~~ 

Of 63 reported injuries, 12 were serious enough to 

require hospitalization; 56 of the persons injured were 

white. Most of the injuries WQi5'Q incm;~ail 11 : hz. , result.I~ 

~ hrown objects or-, glass shards. Of the 107 persons 

arrested Tuesday night, when the main disturbance took 

place, 75 were 21 )IAP50 ■ i s,e or younger. Of the ~~a l 

of 404 persons arreste~ i••· g th1 ■ i ■•, 128 were juveniles/ 

and 338 were 26 J u1 &i •!e or younger. Of the adults 
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arrested, 29 percent were unemployed. 

\ 
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PROFILE -- NEWARK -- FINAL 

Section 4 , 

f 1"L l4d, ~t ~ ~ -(K.-~ o--'\, TtAM~ ~~ 
JIAM.l. 2..- () . ~ ~ ~ u. ,I .._______ ... 

Qft 1&Ae.L same 'fuesela'.) ,tig~ Newark, 

k#t: k .. ~ 6New Jersey, PQJJQP& ,IS Lili ff fi£a:i• ) 1 

a_.tumultuous meeting of the Planning Board,.!'t"~ = • 
4 A,M, , 

I -0i:meh i.1 bl I r 11&Rin~ speaker after speaker 

from the Negro ghetto arose to denounce the city's intent 

to turn over 146 acres in the heart of the Central Ward 

as a site for the /tate's new medical and dental college. 

The growing opposition to the city administration 

by vocal black residents had paralyzed both the Planning 

Board and the Board of Education. Tension had been 

rising so steadily throughout the northern New Jersey area 

that, in the first week of June, Colonel David Kelly, head 
. . .J pr(,,t . , 

of the State Police, had met with~efs efCA-~olicc of 

..-ea• of the Mt1nii. ■ i.pa.a.!.l!iee to draw up plans for state police 

support o?.-ci~ pol-iee wherever a riot developed. Nowhere 

was the tension greater than in Newark. 

Founded in 1666, the city, part of the Greater New York 

City port complex, rises from the salt marshes of the Passaic 

River. A~'lc~ 1967 Newark's population of 400,000 still 

ranked it among American municipalities, for the past 

20 years the white middle class had been de serting the city 

for the suburbs. 
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In ~he late 1950 1 s the ·desertions had becom~ a rout. 

Between 1960 and 1967, the city lost more 

than 70,000 white residents~ Replacing them in vast areas 

of dilapidated housing where living conditions, according 

to a prominent member of the County Bar Association, were 

so bad that "people would be kinder to their pets," were 

Negro -migrants, Cubans and Puerto Ricans. In six years 

the city switched from 65 percent white to 52 percent Negro 

and 10 percent Puerto Rican and Cuban. 

The white population, nevertheless, retained political 

control of the city. On both the City Council and the­

Board of Education seven of nine members were white. On 

other key boards the disparity was equal or greater. In 

the Central Ward, where the medical college controversy 

raged, the Negro constituents and their white Councilman 

found themselves on opposite sides of almost every crucial 

issue. 

The municipal administration lacked the ability to 

respond quickly enough to navigate th~ swiftly changing 

currents. Even had it had great astuteness, it would have 

lacked the financial resources to affect significantly the 

course of events. 

In 1962, seven-term Congressman Hugh Addonizio had 

forged an Italian-Negro coalition to overthrow long-time 

Irish control of the City Hall. A liberal in Congress, 
~ 
~ AddonizioI liJAliiA h@ iJ _ efl'l ~ had opened his door to 
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.. 
all people. Negroe~who had been excluded from the 

previous administration,~e~aR 
~ 

~& ~Iii brought into the 

government. The ~olice department was integrated. 

Nevertheless, progress was slow. As the Negro popu­

lation · increased, more and more of the politically oriented 

found the progress inadequate. 

The Negro-Italian coalitibn began to develop strains 

over the issue of - the police. The police were largely 

Italian, the persons they arrested largely Negro. Com­

munity leaders agreed that, as in many police forces, there 

was a small minority of officers who abused their responsi­

bility • . This gave an aura of credibility to the cries of 

"Brutality!" v~iced periodically by ghetto Negroes. 

In 1965 Mayor Addonizio, a~knowledging that there -was 

"a small group of misguided individuals" in the department, 

declared that ."it is vital to establish once and for all, in 

. th~ minds of the public, that charges of alleged police bru­

tality will be thoroughly investigated and the appropriate 

legal or punitive action be taken if the ch~rges are found 

to be substantiated." 

Pulled one way by the Negro citizens who wanted a 

Police Review Board, and the other by the police, who 

adamantly opposed it, the Mayor decided to buck all complaints 

against the police_to the FBI for investigation. Since the 

FBI Gali 1utt &1i11uei.rsed as an a9anc;r ,.e i.anne ■ ,.i.,1ae •ullllii••P•• 

peli.ec acpaz,.•••,.•• aR li] could act only if there had been a 
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~ 
violation of a person'sAcivil rights, no complaint .was 

ever heard of again. 

Nor was there much redress for other complaints. 

The city had no money with which to redress them. 

The City had already reached its legal bonding limit, 

yet expenditures continued to outstrip income. . Heal th and 

welfare costs,per capita, were 20 times as great as for 

some of the surrounding communities. Cramped by its small 

land area of 23.6 square miles -- one-third of which was 

taken up by Newark Airport and unusable marshland and 

surrounded by independent jurisdictions, the city had no­

where to expand. 

Taxable property was contracting as land wae- cleared 
) 

for urban renewal) and flhePli lay fallow year after· year. 

~~ f-o ' ' ' Property taxes had been increase9,isoyond the point of~~ 

p•ef;taa•e return. By the fall of 1967 they were to reach 

$661.70 on a $10,00-0 housel -- double that of suburban 

communitiesf As a result, . people were refusing either to 

own or to renovate property in the city. Seventy-four per-

cent of whites and 87 percent of Negroes lived in rental 

housing. Whoever was able to move to the suburbs/ moved. 

Many of these persons, as downtown areas were cleared and 

new office buildings were constructed, continued to work in 

* The legal tax rate is $7.76 per $100 of market value. 
However, because of inflation, a guideline of 85.27 
percent of market value is used in assessing, reducing 
the true tax rate to $6.617 per $100. 
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the city. _Arnong · them were a . large proportion of the 

people from whom a city normally draws its civic le?ders, 

but who, after moving out, tended to cease involving 

_themselves in the community's problems. 

6~noa, l)uring the daytim 
--~WM 

more than doubled 

provide services 

for a large number of people . who contributed nothing in 

prorerty taxes. The city's per capita outlay for police, 

fire protection and other ·municipal services continued to 

increase. By 1967 it was twice that of the surrounding area. 

Consequently, there was less money to spend on educa­

tion. Newark's per capita outlay on schools was considerably 

less than that of surrounding communities. Yet within the 

city's school system were 78,000_children, 14,000 more than 

ten years earlier. · 

Twenty thousand pupils were on double sessions. The 

dropout rate was estimated to be as high as 33 percent. Of 

13,600 Negroes between the ages of 16 and 19, more than 

6,000 were not in school. Over half of the adult Negro popu­

lation had less than an@ grade education. 

The typica'i ghetto cycle of high unemployment, family 

breakup, and crime was present in all its elements. Approxi­

mately 12 percent of Negroes were without jobs. An estimated 

40 percent of Negr o children lived in broken homes. Al­

though Newark maintained proportionately the largest police 

force of any major city, its crime rate was among the highest 



in the nation. In narcotics violations it ranked fifth 

nationally. Almost 80 percent of the crimes were committed 

·within two miles of the core of the city, where the Central 
~~~ 

Ward is located. A majority of the i:,erpEtrators were Negro. 

Most of the victims, likewise, were Negro. The Mafia was 

reputed to control much of the organized crime. 

Under such conditions a major segment of the Negro 

population became :X,~ militant. Largely excluded 

from poo ii-t.~n.~ ~ traditional political power, Negroes, 
IL ttAHr S' o~ 1~ l AC.l '"(ST 

tutored by a handful o s w o into the city 
~ 

in the early 1960's, made use of the anti-poverty program, 

in which poor people were guaranteed representation, as a 

political springboard. This led to friction between the 

United Community Corporation, the agency that administered 

the anti-poverty program, and the city administration. 

When it became known that the Secretary of the noard of 

Education intended to retire June 27, 1967, the militants pro­

posed the city's budget director, a Negro wi~h a master's 

degree in accounting. for the position The mayor, however, 

had already nominated a white man. Since the white man had 

· only a high schobl education, and at least 70 percent of the 

children in the school system were Negro, the issue of who 

was to obtain the secretaryship, an important and powerful 

position, _quickly became a focal issue. 

J.G.i.nQQ .w.i.t.~ t.~ i-~su e of t he 146-ac i;-e- medic a l so~-
s.i-.te '(_ the a;rea of \'~hich had been expanded to triple the 

4-6 



or1ginal reguest -- an expansion regarded by the militants 
: ~¼J9 > 

as a't\P.lllllr to dilute black political power by moving out 
/ I 

·Negro residents the Board of Education battle resulted
1 

in a confrontation between the mayor ·and the militants. 

Both sides refused to alter their positions. ~~e i~~asse 

uas QoropJ ete and ,mpJ.eeioe. 

Into this impasse stepped a Washington Negro named 

Albert Roy Osborne. A flamboyant., 42-year old former wig 

salesman whp called himself Colonel Hassan Jeru-Ahmed and 

wore a black beret, he presided over a mythical "Blackman's 

Volunteer Army of Liberation." Articulate and magnetic, the 

self-commissioned "Colonel" proved to be a one-man show. He 

brought Negro residents flocking to Board of Education and 
. . ' ~roi,,...Planning Board meetings. :Phe £olonel we... a ULSES &pS&k 

~~~ b..~......... 
i.n.-¥i-olent te"J!lm~ i n •• Ju ah his words with violent ac~ien-: 

~ ' . 
At one meeting he tore the tape from the stenographic recorder. 

I\ 

1'eiPHJ l!see. Ii; \eer tbs eif;=;sJ ro• ■ ucl. Af°ter he was ejectedJ 

fz&a k~e ~•em, one of his captains threw a mapboard across the 
' ' 

stage and smashed a tape recorder against the wall. 

It became more and more evident to the militants that, 

though they might not be able to prevail, they could prevent 

the normal transaction of business. Filibustering began. A 

Negro former State Assemblyman held the floor for more than 

four hours. One meeting of the Board of Education began at 

5 P.M. and did not adjourn until 3:23 A . .M. tltc Hexe ffierfliR~. 

Throughout the months of May and June speaker after speaker 
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~ -
warned that if the mayor ee~tinuea~e ~ersist in naming 

a white man as Secretary to the Board of Education, and 

in moving _ahead with plans for the medical school site, 

violence would ensue. The city administration played down 

the threats. 

On June 27th, when a new Secretary to the Board of 

Education was to be named, the state police set up a command 

post in the Newark armory. 

The militants, led by the local chapter, dis-

rupted and took over the Board of Education meeting. The 
· ,r.,J:~ 
~e~lt was a stalemate. The incumbent secretary decided to 

stay on another year. No one was satisfied. 

At the beginning of July t.here~:h, 24,000 unemployed 

NFgroes within tbe £oofinos oi the city. Their ranks were 

" swelled by an estimated 20,000 teenagers, many of whom, with 

school out and the summer recre~cion program curtailed due 

to a lack _of funds, had no place to go. 

On July 8, Newark and Ea·st Orqnge Police attempted to 

disperse a group of Black ·Muslims, _31 • ► an a · • iron I:: ef & 

hea ,ssaapi.ea l!!i'.'f e11c of •lilem. In the ·me~ee that followed, 

several police officers and Muslims suffered injuries 

necessitating medical treatment. The resulting charges and 

countercharges heightened the tension between police and 

Negroes. 

Early on the evening of July 12th a cab driver, by t~Q 

namelc John Smith Qccording to police repoi:ts,egan )._ 

_. I g ■ zs ui 1111 t 1 ■ >El. l _Lj 
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tailgating a Newark police car. Smith was an unlikely 

candidate to set a riot in motion. Forty years old, a 

Georgian by birth, he had attended college for a year 

before entering the a,,·1yJ &•••a~ Army in 1950. In 1953 

he had been honorably discharged with the rank of Corporal. 

A chess-playing trumpet player, he had worked as a musician 

and a factory hand before, in 196~, becoming a cab driver. · 

As a cab driver, he appeared to be a hazard. Within 

a relatively short period of time he had eight or nine 

accidents. His license was revoked. When, with a woman 

passenger in his cab, he was stopped by the police, he was . 

in violation of that revocation. 

· . ·Fr-om the high-rise towers of the Reverend William 

P. Hayes Housing Project, ~he resieents can look down .• on 

the orange-red brick facade of the Fourth Precinc~ Pqlice 

Station and observe ·every movement. Shortly after 9:30 P.M., 

people saw Smith, who either refused or was unable to walk, 

being dragged out of a police car and into the front door of 

the station. fJ Within a few minutes at least two civil rights 

leaders received calls from a hysterical woman declaring a 

cab driver was being beaten by the police. When one of the 

persons at the station notified the cab company ~f Smith's 

arrest, cab drivers all over the city began learning of it 

over their cab radios. 

A crowd formed on the grounds of the housing project 
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across the narrow street from the station. As more and 

more people arrived, the description of the beating pur­

portedly administered to Smith became more and more exag­

gerated. The descriptions were f~e~•a•Rea by 

other complaints of police malpractice that over the years) 
. . . -- ) 

had been submitted for investigation~but had never been 

heard of again, se \aas •dbCJ 1rnt1ainca l:i:lte aercs feate••••! 

· i11 the m:l:nds of teh:e peepil!e.. ~ . ~ 

Several Neg-ro community leaders, ",~ civil 

rights worker and informed of the deteriorating situation, 

rushed to the scene. By 10:15 P.M. the atmosphere had be­

come so potentially explosive .that Kenneth Melchior ·, the 
~ - ~ . 

seniorAinspector on the night watch, was sa a ad. He arri-

ved at approximately 10:30 P.M. 

' Met by a delegation of c~vil rights leaders and 

militpnts who s"!Qa'!'r.f the right to see and interview Smith, 
I 

~ 

IAe~ecber Melc)ttor acceded. te their re~Yee~. 
H~ ~~irN 

When the delegation was taken to Smith, the Inapect::ol. 
IJ ~ 

r . 

eHJ~eed with their observations that, as a result of injuries 
. f\ 

Smith had suffered, he needed to be examined by a doctor. 

Arrangements were made to ·have a police car transport him to 

the hospital. 

Bet h w±th~n and outsWa lice seat4en 'the at-
I 

moi.pl:.Qre wa.s electric with hos-i!0il-it;-¥-. ~l:eaee e:f police 
/O .' f-S~ f1 . I • 

officers/arriving for theAchange of shifts/ were subjec~ed 

to a gauntlet of catcall~, taunts and curses. Some f ii+ 

replied in kind. 
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Joined by Oliver Lofton, administrative director of the 

Newark Legal Services Project, ·the Negro community leaders. 

inside the station requested an interview with .Inspector 
. h . . . ~to~ ,_

Mel ch ior. Ast ey were talking to the In~pector re13arwa,ng •we 

initiating~ an investigation "50 dc~e!Hline how Smith -had been 

injured, the crowd outside became more and more unruly. Two 

of the Negro spokesmen a~ ee !O outside . to attempt .to 

pacify the people. 

There was little reaction to the spokesmen's appeal that_ 

the people go home. The second of the two had just finished 
' s·peaking from atop a car when several Molotov cocktails 

smashed against the wall of the police station • 
. w..ciu 
~ the call of "Fire! "J Mftis -;;p, most of those inside 

' the station, police officers and civilians alike, rushed out 

oili the front door. The Molotov cocktails had splattered to 

the ground; the fire was quickly extinguished. 

Inspector Melchior had a squad of men form a line across. 
the front of the station. Velle1 !I of prefe.:niey liui1-u&uu, \he 

police officers and the Negroes on the other side of the street 

exacezbe.:,\ei •II• llee1-i;L:i.er..£1l~ ~ 4-~ · 
Three of the Negro leaders requested they be given another 

9pportunity to disperse the crowd. Inspector Melchior agreed 

-.e-le~ 4?~,:efti - -t:ry, and provided a bullhorn ~er taem. 
~,d-W"IU~~~

As the three were a'1drQ&&~n, the several hundred. persons 

X who had gathered in the street and on the grounds of the hous-

ing project,•• ••n•:i.n-..eli ee 'ha appa•cut that the paepl.e were 

not going to disperse. A new strategy was devised. It was 
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decide9 _to attempt to channel the energies of the people into 

a non-violent protest. While Lofton promised the crowd that 

a full investigation would be made of the Smith incident, the 

other Negro leaders began urging those on the scene to form a 

line of march toward the city hall. 

Some persons joined the line of march. Others milled 
~tkc."-M"Y'OW~ • c~ 

about/\ From the dark grounds _of the housing _projec7'a 1?arrage' 

of rocks.•enneneod. Some of them fell among the crowd. Others 

hit persons in the line of march. Many smashed the windows of 

the police station. The rock throwing, it was believed, was 

the wo_rk of youngstersj ,,_ approximately 2,500 children lived 

in the housing project. 

Almost at the same time another Molotov cocktail flared 

against the wall of the police station. An old car was set 

afire in a parking lot. The line of march began to disinte­

grate. The police, ~ir eadsAprotec1!eci-by World War I-type 

helmets, sallied forth to disperse the crowd. A. fire engine, 

arriving on the scene, was pelted with rocks. As police drove 

people away from the station, they scattered in all directions. 

A ·few minutes later ,a, al 1uk A:i:stanee au•'.f. ibl itu ■ t: 
. 1"A ,4a., 1

•~w• s75r'ofen int'o.J Some persons, seeing a amaH 

caravan of cabs appear at city hall to protest Smith's arrest, 

interpreted this as evidence that the disturbance had been o~­

ganized)and generated rumors to that effect. 

However, only a few stores were looted. By about 2:30 . 

A.M., the disorder appeared to have run its course. 
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t 
·The next afternoon 

) 
the Mayor described ~ a s an ..,.."'°~

isolated incident • At a meeting with Negro leaders,-zt 

. wki'.h measures to defuse the situation,ue!!'e discusced,,. he 
'--~ ~ ttu. ~~ 

agreed to a demand .for Lh"t'!" 1taming erf a· Negro 1:e t:he ral'iJt 
. .J Cg..f) ~ I 

ef CaptaiR iA t"e ~olice 9Gparement, and announced that he 

would set up a panel of citizens to investigate the Smith 

arrest. To one civil rights leader this sounded like "the 

playback of a record," and he w~lked o~t. Other observers 

reported that the Mayor seemed unaware of the seriousness 

of the tensions. 
(';"-

The police were not. Un.known to the mayor, Dominick 

Spina, the director of police, had extended shifts from 8 · 

hours to 12, and was in the process of mobi ·. · . 

strength. of .the department for that evening. 

arrived at the Fourth Precinct Police Station &t: c1.ppro:'{:i­

ffla tely midnight , and had witnessed the latter· half of the 

disturbance. Ear-14-er iA t;he ev~i he had held the regular 

weekly "open house" in his office. This was intended to g1ve 

any person who wanted to talk to him an opportunity to do so. 

Not a single person had shown up. 

As director of police, Spina had initiated many new 

programs: police-precinct councils, composed qf the police 

precinct captain and business and civic leaders, who would 

meet once a month to discuss mutu a l problems ; Junior Crime­

fighter s ; a Boy Scout Explore r program for each precinct; 

manda tory human r e l a tion s tra i ning for eve r y off icer; a 
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Citizens' Observer Program, which permitted citizens to 

ride in police cars and observe activities in the stations; 

a Police Cadet program; and others. 

Many of the programs initially had been received 

enthusiastically, but -- as was the case with the "open 

house / 11 ,:o which harely aA!fORG ga~. aR~ere .-- interest 'ftl 

th ■M had fallen off. In general, the programs failed to 

reach the hard-core unemployed, the disaffected, the school 
~ 

dropouts -- of wAiefl Spina estimates there are 10,000 in 

Essex County -- that constitute a major portion of the police . 

problem. 

As ieports and rumors, including one that -Smith had 

died, circulated through the Negro community. Tension con-

tinued to rise. Nowhere was the tension greater than at 

the Spirit House, the gathering place for Black Nationalists, 

Black Power advocates, and militants of every hue. Black 

Muslims, Orthodox Muslims, and ~embers of the United Afro­

American Association, a new and growing organization that 

follows, in general, the teachings of the late Malcolm x, 

cam:;dngle and exchange views. Anti-white playwright 

LeRoi Jones held workshops. The two police-Negro clashes, 

comi°ng one 0:1 top of the other, coupled with the unresolved 

political issues, had created a state of crisis. 
<fl """ lhut-s~ J ,,J . 
"Jnflammatory lea flets were Bein3 p.jnt1i; s11a circu-
'- rl-

1atedin the ne ighborhoods _~Offi~ri~ing the Fourth Precinct. 
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A "Police Brutality Protest Rally" was announced for late 

i.R i!l-le afternoon in front of the Fourth Precinct Station. 

Several television stations and newspapers sent ~ews teams 

to interview people. Cameras were set up. A crowd gathered. 

A picket line was formed to march .in front of the 

police station. Between 6:30 and 7:00 P.M. James Threatt, 

Executive Director of the Newark Human _Rights Commission, 

arrived to announce to the people the decision of the Mayor 

to form a citizens group to investigate the Smith incident, 

and to elevate a Negro to the rank ·of Captain. 

The response from the loosely mil.ling mass of people 

was derisive. One young:ste r shouted 11 Black Power!'' Rocks 
L. 0. N!4t"O• . 

were thrown at -iilr.eHt~J"'l'he barrage of missiles that followed 

placed the _police station under siege. 

As the rock-throwing momentarii,y ceased, the police 
CAM~ o~~ ~ 
ree11ee. :Eer~h to deal with the crowd. According to witnesses, 

there was little restraint of language or action by either 

side. A number of police officers and Negroes were injured. 

· As on the night before, once the people had been dis­

persed, reports of looting began . ·to come in. Soon the glow 

• • Iof the first fire was seen. 

Without enough men to establish control, the police 

set up a perimeter around a two-mile stretch of Springfield 

Avenue, one of the principal business districts, where bands 

of youths · roamed up and down smashing windows. Grocery and 
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liquor stores, clothing and furniture stores, drug stores 

and cleaners, appliance stores and pawnshops were the 

. principal targets. Periodically police officers would 

appear and fire their weapons over the heads of looters 

and rioters. Laden with stolen goods, people began return­

ing to the housing projects. 

Near midnightJactivity appeared to taper off. The 

Mayor told reporters the city had turned the corner. 

As news of the disturbance had spread, however, people 

~ flocked into the streets. As they saw stores being 

broken into with impunity, many spectators bowed to tempta­

tion and j~ined the looting. 

Without the necessar_y personnel to make mass arrests, 

police were shooting into the air to clear stores. A Negro 

boy was wounded by a .22 caliber bullet said to have been 

fired by a white man riding in a car. Guns were reported 

stolen from a Sears Roebuck store. Looting, fires, and 

gunshots were reported from a widening area. Between 2:00 

and 2:30 A.M. on Friday, July 14, the mayor decided to re­

quest Governor Richard J. Hughes to dispatch State Police 

and National Guard troops. The State Police arrived with a 

sizeable contingent before dawn. 

During the~cMsMr-rr•s--~n•·•11ee morning the Governor and the 

Mayor, together with police and National Guard officers, made 

a reconnaissance of the area. The police escort guarding 

the officials arrested looter s as they went. By.noon the 
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National Guard had ~et up 137 roadblocks, and state police 

and · riot teams were beginni.ng to achieve control. Command 

. of anti-riot operations was taken over by the governor, 

who decreed a "hard line" in putting do\'m the riot. 

'C"ie three-way command struc·ture -- Cit~~olice, State . . 

Police and National Guard -- worked p~orly,fli~~t~c!i~'-l 
State Polic~ did not operate on the same ---radio wave-lengthsJ 

. -_Bee · :iia, liil • lu-? iii nut· find oat about a11ti 

la49era 

At 3:30 P.M. that afternoon, the family of Mrs. D. J. 

was standing near the upstairs windows of their apartment, 

watching looters run in and out of a furniture store on 

Springfield Avenue. Three carloads of police effieere 

rounded the corner. As the police yelled at the looters, 

they began running. 

The police officers opened fire. A bullet smashed the 

kitchen window in 14:-~ o. · J .' ~ apartment. A moment later 
. 3 . 

she heard a cry from the bedroom. Her eh~ee~·year old daughter, 

Debbie, came running into the room. Blood was streaming 

down the left side of her face: ,ihe!'e the bullet had entered 

her eye. The child spent the next two months in the hospital~ 
~~ 
leoiw the sight of her left eye and the hearing in her left 

ear. 

Simultaneously, on the street below, Horace W. Morris, 

an associate director of the Washington Urban League who had 

had been visiting rela t i ve s in Newark, was about to .,_.,tar: a 
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~~ l- ffe drive to Newark Airport. With him were his 

two brothers and his 
/ 

73-year old step-father, Isaac Harrison. 

About 60 persons had been on the street watching the looting. 

As the police arrived, three of the looters cut directly in 

front of the group of spectators. The police fired at the 

looters. Bullets plowed into the spectators. Everyone 

began running. As Harrison, followed by the family, headed 

toward the apartment bu.ilding in which_he liv_ed, a bullet 

kicked his legs out from under him. Horace Morris lifted 

him to his feet. Again he fell. Mr. Morris' brother, Virgil, 

attempted to pick the old man up~ J\.s l-le ufl: s Me iR~ s&, he was 

hit in the left leg and right forearm. Mr. Morris and his 

other brother managed to drag the two wounded men into the 

vestibule of the building, uhieh v,as jammed with 60 to 70 

frightened; aM angry Negroes. 

Bullets continued to spatter against the walls of the 

buildings. Finally, as the firing died down, Morris whose 

stepfather died that evening -- yelled to a sergeant that 

innocent people were being shot. 

"Tell the black bastards to stop shooting at us," the 

sergeant/ according to Morris1 replied 

"They don't have· guns; no one is shooting at you," 

Morris said. 

"You shut up, there's a snipe r on the roof," the ser­

geant yelled. 

Heavy sniper fire was, ln fact, being reported from all 
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over the city. 

At approximately 5:00 P.M., a police detective was 

• ~elJeg ana killed by a shot whose origins could not be 

determined. Later a fireman met the same fate. Snipers 

were blamed for the deaths of both. 

At 5:30 P.M., on Beacon Street, w. F. told J. S., 

whose 1959 Pontiac he had taken to the station for inspec­

tion, that his front brake needed fixing. J. s., who had 

just returne~ from work, ~ "OJ~ went to the car 

which was parked in the street, jacked up the front end, 

took the wheel off, and got under the car. 

The street was quiet. More than a dozen persons were 
(Tr 

sitting on porches, walking about,~ shopping. None · 

heard any shots. Suddenly several state troopers appeared 

at the corner of Springfield and Beac6n. J. S. was startled 

by a shot clanging into the side of the garbage can next to 

his car. As he looked up he saw a state trooper with his 
~ . 

rifle pointed at him. The next shot struck J-r--8. in the 

right side. 

At almost the same instant, K. G., standing on a porch, 

was struck in the right eye by a bullet. Both he and J. S. 

were critically injured. 

At 8:00 P.M., Mrs. L. M. bundled her husband, her 

husband's brother, and her four sons into the family car to 

drive to a restaurant for dinner. On the return trip her 
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husband, who was driving, panicked as he approached a 

National Guard roadblock. He slowed the car, then quickly 

· swerved around. A shot rang out. When the family reached 

home, everyone began piling out of · the car. Ten-year-old 

Eddie failed to move. ~hot through the head, He was dead. 

Although, by nightfall, most of the looting and burn­

ing had ended, and there were no longer any mobs on . the 

street, reports of sniper fire increased. The fire was, 

according to New Jersey National Guard report$, "deliberately 

or otherwise inaccurate." Major General .James F. Cantwell, 

Chief of Staff of the New Jersey Department of Defense, 

testified before an Armed Services Subcommittee of the House 

of Representatives that "there was too much firing initially 

against snipers" because of "confusion when we were finally 

called on for help and·· our thinking of it as a military 

action." 

"As a ~atter of fact," Director of Police Spina told 

the Commission, "down in the Springfield Avenue area it was 

so bad that, in my opinion, guardsmen were firing upon police 

and police were firing back at them ••• I really _don't 

believe there was as much sniping as we thought .•• lve have 

since compiled statistics indicating that there were 79 

specified instances of sniping." 

Several problems contributed to the misconceptions 

regarding snipers: the lack of communicationsj the staLE 
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peli.ec haa pil::tu,ei Rl&R or rooftaps, bnt atba11 las:: cafu1ce• 

went personnel roroa; R@ii 1maIIare af th; 0, the fact that one 

· shot might be reported half a dozen times by half a dozen 

different persons as it caromed and reverberated a mile or 

more through the city; the fact that the National Guard . ~ -~ 
Jl(}-ttJ ~~ ,ft,,,,..,.,, 

troops lacked riot training. They were, aggo~diR! ~& t~~, 

"young and very scared," and had had little contact with 

Negroes. 

Within the Guard itself contact with Negroes had 

certa~nly been limited. Although, in 1949, out of a force 

of 12,52~ men there had been 1,183 Negroes, following the 

integration of the Guard in the 1950's the number had de-
1J.,,u,w""-t. . 

clined until, by July of 1967 '-1303 Negroes \~8re loft in a 

force of 17,529 men. 

On Saturday, July 15, Spina received a report of 
'-

snipers in a housing project. When he arrived he saw ap­

proximately 100 National Guard~men and police officers 

crouching behind vehicles, hiding in corners and lying on 

the ground around the edge of the courtyard.f Since every­

thing appeared quiet and it was broad dayiight, Spina walked 

directly down the middle of the street : Nothing happened. 

As he came t0 the last building of the complex, he heard a 

shot. All around him the troopers jumped, believing them­

selves to be under sniper fire. A moment later a young 

Guardsman ran from behind a building.~The Director of 
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Police went over tg where tJt!e eeleie!I!' fie:d eroached .doom, 

and asked him if he had fired the shot. The soldier said 

yes, he had fired to scare a man away from a window; that 
. t. ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~. 

his orders . were tha~ RB e~e ~ad a ~~aA~iR! at~,,h~ to be 

Spina said he told the soldier: "Do you know what 

you just did? You have now created a state of hysteria. 

Every Guardsman up and down this street and every State 

Policeman and every city policeman that is present thinks 

that somebody just fired a shot and that it is probably a 

sniper." 

A short time later more "gunshots" were heard. In­

vestigating, Spina came upon a Puerto Rican sitting on a 

wall. In reply to a question as to whether he knew "where 

the firing is coming from?" the man said: 

"That's no firing. That's fireworks. If you look up 

to the fourth floor, you will see the people who are throw­

ing down these cherry bombs." 

By this time four truckloads of National Guardsmen had 

arrived and troopers and policemen were again crouched every­

where looking for a sniper. The Director of Police remained 
rJ.., 

at the scene for three hours, and th~r, : oshot fired wu 

except the one by the Guardsman. 

Nevertheless, at six o'clock that evening two columns 

of National Guardsmen and state troopers were directing mass 
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fire at the Hayes ~6using Project in response to what they 

believed were· snipers. . 

On t .he W floor, Eloise Spellman, the mother of 

several children, fell, a bullet through her neck. 

Across the street a number of persons, standing in 

an apartment window, were watching the firing directed at 

the housing project. Suddenly several troopers whirleliil. 

~ began firing in the general direction of the spectators. 

Mrs. Hattie Gainer, a grandmother, sank to the floor. 

A block away Rebecca Brown's ~~ear old daughter was 

standing at the window. Mrs. Brown rushed to drag her to 

s_afety. As Mrs. Brown was, momentarily, framed in the win­

dow, a bullet spun into her back. 

All 
. 

three 
. 

9li 9Ae women died. 

A number of eye witnesses, at varying times and places, 

reported seeing bottles thrown from upper story windows. As 

these would land at the feet of an officer he would turn and 

fire. There~pon, other officers and Guardsmen up and down 

the street would join in. 

In order to protect his property, B, W. w., the owner 

of a Chinese laundry, had placed a sign saying "Soul Brother" 

in his window. Between 1:00 and 1:30 A.~., on Sunday, July 

16, he 1 t?egether .. ie~ his mothe_r, wif7 and brother, wa-e 
~ 

watching television in the back room. ~ tQ that f8iRt Qf 

4.he night lhe neighborhood had bee n quiet. Suddenly B. W. l-7. 
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heard the sound of jeeps, then shots. 

Going to an upstairs window -he was able to look out 

into the street. There he observed several jeeps,- from 

which soldiers and sta te troope rs were firing into stores 

that had "Soul Brother" signs in the windows. During the 

course of three nights, according to dozens of eye witness 

reports, law enforcement officers shot into and smashed 

windows of businesses that contained . signs indicating they 

were Negrofo~med. 

At 11:00 P.M., on Sunday, July 16th, Mrs. Lucille Pugh 

looked out of the window to see if the streets were clear. 

She then asked her 11-year-old son, Michael, to take the 

garbage out. As he reached the street and was illuminated 

by a street light, a shot rang out. He died. 

No snipers were arrested. Of the 250 fire 

were false; aA~ QA]y 13 were to

lf~ft 
~ 

Ei,vt- 2·t3o "s~rious." Four-fifths ,,mr'l:h 

SMf ""th Damage to buildings
'l4{~ 

;.1-'J and fixtures 

Of the as a resul.t of 

One was 73-year old Isaac 

Harrison. women. 

he eve ning of Monda y, a Catholic priest 

wo Negro men walking down the street. 

case of soda and two bags of groce rie s . 
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\ Monq_'""ay) .1~ \'-,J 
By~afternoon,Jstate police and National guard 

forces were withdrawny ~!'e""'llillilllllll•Ml••r~fflll!~ffl~demM1S 

. 
e~tholic priest saw two Negro 

men walking down the street. They were carrying a case 

of s<>tda and two bags of groceries. An 1 7 11 unmarked 

car 



.. 

with .. five police officers pulled up beside them. Two 

white officers got out of the car. Accusing the Negro men 

of looting, the officers made them put the groceries on 

the sidewalk, then kicked the bags open, scattering their 

contents all over the street. 

Telling the men, "Get out of here," the officers 

drove off. The Catholic priest went across the street to 

help gather up the groceries. One of the men turned to 

him: "I've just been back from Vietnam two days," he said, 

"and this is what I get. I feel like going home and getting 

a rifle and shooting the cops." 

,. . 
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Of theH 250 fire alarms, many had been false, and 

13 were considered by the city to have been "serious." 

o~ the $10,2Si,ooo damage total, four~fifths was due tp 
s-eoek - le-ss. Damage t-o bui-l~i-n<!JS XII a-1=1d- f-i-Xtures was- Less 

__No snipers were arrested. Twenty -three persoss 
-~--------

w re killed -- a white detective, a white fireman, add XX 

2 Negroes. One was 73-year-old Isaac Harrison. Six MX 

w re women. Two were children. 

-- -----r------------------------------

- ----------- --...-----~~-----
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