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The sworn testimony taken in Newatrk varies from the profile
as follows:

p+ 37 - Carry-over paragraph., Hassan tore the tape from a
stenographic machine, not a tape recorder. His lieutenant,
Captain Rafik, did smash a tape recorder against the wall, but
this wvas a separate machine. Rafik also threw the Housing Authority
map acrogse the room. Curvin 10 & 11

p. 40 - Last paragraph. The carloads of police officers were not
relnforcements; they were officers reporting in for a new shift. Melchior B

p. 41 - First full paragraph. The molotov cocktails were throwm
Just as Still had finished talking and was stepping down; not as he was
talking. More important, while it appears that the firebombs did no
structural damage, it 1s somewhat misleading to say they splattered harm-
lessly. They may have started a fire in the station house, Melchior 12,
certainly caused a large flareup, Still 11, and were the cause of the
poliee cbarging outside. Lofton 10, Melchior 12

p+ 41 - Second paragraph. The police did not exit from the back
door, did not wade into the assembled group, and did not have the purpose
of driving the group away. Rather they exited from the front door and
found a skirmish line in fromt of the station house. Melchior 13, Curvin 29,
still 11-12

p. 41 - Last paragraph. No one saw cabs in the area but Curvinm, and
he placea the hour of their arrival as after the police had cleared the
crowd. Curvin 34 This late hour makes sense, as the cabs, according to
the police, did not get to City Hall until 1:30.

g

Rocks did not fly while Curvin wae spesaking. Curvin finished, and
he and Still began organizing the crowd for a march, Still at the head,
Curvin at the rear. Part of the crowd was already moving, and the
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vanguard had reached Belmont Avenue when others still in front of the
station house set fire to a car and started throwing rocks. Curvin 31-34,
Still 13-17, Hush 10-13, Melchior 17, Contra Lofton 17-20

p. 42 Second paragraph. According to Curvin, it sounded like
“a record playback" rather than "the same old song."™ Curvin 37

p. 43/- Third paragraph. Six-thirty appears to be too early. Several
poelicemen® put the rock throwing at after 7:30, virtually none at before
7:00. Spena, Exhibit Y

p. 48 ~ Fourth paragraph. The quote 18 "I don't believe there was
as wmuch snipe;{ng as we thought at the time the insurrection was on'

2! 84

p. 49 — Carry-over paragraph. The quote is "i{nexperienced untrained
National Guardsmen who had never been in combat, who had never experienced
bullets.” Spéna 84

p. 45 - Second paragraph. Sp‘na denies that there was amgthing the
state police or National Guard did that he did not find out about until
later, Sp§na 81-83, Hut friven the communication set-up, Ejna 79-80, and
the overload problem, § 83, I find this hard to believe.
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“Rapid industrialization following World War II, coupled

with annexations that quadrupled the area of the city,
i made Atlanta a vigorous and boom:.ng community. Prag-

wricad 10 L a
matic bus:.ness and political Teaders

reputation e-f #(he yoderate #tronghold of the Deep South.®

aca,ffl,uu mg)vn?b ?’
Nevertheless, J.ntegratl scllools and

facilities hes—heon—ascepted—in-prillaimber the fact that
the city is the héadq'uar’terslfo:lboth‘ civil rights organi-

zations and segregationist elements created a strong and

ever-present potential for conflict. ~

The rapidly érowi:ng Negro populatiqn,_ wha’.?h) by tﬁe.
summer of 1967 had reached an estimated 44 percens and
was scattered in several ghettos throughout the city, was
ma'intaining constant pressure on surrounding white resi'-

- L. . . ‘*

dential areas.

W' The city pol:.ce

were continually on the alert to keep marches and counter- |

marches of civil rights and white 'supfemacist dr'g'an'ié"atiofis

* A block is considered to have been "busted"” when one
Negro family has been sold a home in a previously
all-white area. . . . )
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from flaring into violence.

In Septembesr‘t 19664 ,following a fatal shooting by
a police officer of a Negro auto thief who was resisting
arrest, only tﬁe dramatic ghetto appearance of Mayor Ivan
Allen, Jr. had averted a riot.

Boasting that Atlanta had the largest KKK membership
in the country, the Klan, on June 4, 1967, marched.through
one of the poorer Negro sections. A massive police escort
prevented a racial clash.
| According to Mayof Allen, 55 percent of municipal
employees hired in 1967 were Negroes, bur
ﬂWVf H 28percent:
up—eppeexemate&y—%%—peeeent of the c1ty work forch. of
908 police department employees, 85 are Negréz--ih--ii a
_‘higher proportion of Negroes than in most Gfsbivemsiver
major cit%wpollce departmen;ibggt;he natio W S

A?Eﬁo‘gé%ﬁ made ,~héweusup—ians Jerved only to reduce
the level of inequality. Equal conditions for blacks and
whites remaiﬁzgniiii{ a hope for the future. Different
pay scales for black and white municipal employees perfor-

bkad besn
ming the same jobs woEe only recently eliminated.
The economic and educational giEMMftween the black

and white populations may, in fact, ﬁﬂ\lncreasing. The

wa) o
average white Atlantan ie a hlgh school graduate; the |

average Negro Atlantan hadnot‘ graduated\ from grammar
school.

In 1960 the median income of a Negro family was less



than half of the white's $6,350 a year, and 48 percent

of Negroes earned less than $3,000 a year. Fifty percent
of the men worked in unskilled jobs, and many more Negro
women than men, 7.9 percent as against 4.9 percent of the
respective work forces, held well-paying, white callar jobs.

Living on marginal incomes in cramped and deteriorating

© e
quarters -- one-third of the housing yg overcrowded and more
than half deteriorated -- families<5=: breaking up at an

increasing ;atef In approxima;ely four out of every ten
Negro homes the father“}éf:nissing. In the case of families
living in.public housing projects, more than 60 percent are
headed by females.

‘ @he Mayogﬂestimated there were 25,000 jobs in the city
- waiting to be filled because people don't have the education
or skills to fill them. Yet overcrowding in many Negro
schools forced the schéduling of extended and double sessions.
Although Negroes comprise#ko percent of the school population,
there“;?é 14 "white" high schools compared to 9 Negro.q]The
city has integrated its schools, but de facto segregation as
a. result of housing patferns has had the effect of continuing
separate schooling of nearly all white and Negro pupi%§.
Wheﬁeas\f_ihite high school students attended classes s.a.a:and
a-ha-l-i.h;urs a day; Negroes' in high schools with doubie (

4/, .
sessions attended K&nir-ﬁo\x—w«l-f—heuﬂ} . ’
hiwspapn Conlimgud o )

One of—the—daily—papere—in Atlant%&.’ﬁ advertiseg

jobs by race, and in some industrial plants there awe Negro
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jobs and white jobs, with little chance for advancement

by Negroes.

t

Shortly after 8:00 P.M. on Saturday, June 17, a
young Negro, E; W., carrying a can of beer, attempted to
enter the Flamingo Grill in the Dixie Hills Shopping Center.
When a Negfo_security guard £old the youth he could not
enﬁer, a scuffle ensued. Police officers were called to
the guard's aid. E. W. receivéd help from his 19?year old
sister, who flailed away at the officers with her purse.
Another 19-year old Negro youth éntered the fray. All three
were arrested. | =
Although some 200 to 300 persons had been drawn #o the
scene of the incident, -when police asked them to dispers%,
.they complied.
Because the area is isolated from the city in terms of
transportation, and there are few recreational facilities,

the shopping center is a natural gathering place. The next

night, Sunday, an even bigger crowd was on hand. F

— s



e &’% git'te'r a'bt._g théizmbni?fks get

the city government to correct conditions and make improve-
ments. Garbage sometimes was not picked up for two weeks
in succession. Overflowing garbage cans, littered streets,

and [empty lots cluttequ

grounds for rats. Inadequate storm drains led to flooded

streets. Although residents had obtained title to several
é:;t:::afz-bo-oon-e!iod—tb
lots playgrounds, the city
~'failed to provide the equipment and men necessary to convert
them, |
The area lacked a swimming pool. A nearby park was
inaccessible because of the lack of a road. Petitions' sub-
mitted to the mayor's office for the correcting of these
'and other conditions'wme acknowledged, but tie—mesoponse
wes—aluost aluaysc oRe—ef—werde —not—deeds n,4-a;114'£’f&ﬂ?-
Since only one of the lé aldermen was a Negro, and a
number of black wards were represented by whité aldermen,
many Negroes felt they were not being properly represented
on the city government. The small number of elected Negro
officials appeared to be due to a sfstem in which aldermen

_ are ele~+ed at large, but represent specific wards, and

must reside in the wards from which they are elected.
Because of the quilted pattern of black-white housing,

hi i
white candidates ewe~ieer able to meet the residency

requirements for running from predominantly Negro wards.

Since, however, candidates are dependent upon the city-

wide vote for elect i fard
\\k ction, and the city has a white majority,

few Negroes hame been able to attain office.

T Te=SIErrI®. i : .

{ Diie. Rk 425, dy ! )
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onVwas madeAto organize seweseal. committees/ and &»

hold a protest meeting e the ﬁ:fziiing nicht. oo




—_— ———_ﬁThe he‘édquarters of the Student N%o.wnt U

-

. 1ts
ordinating Commlttee (SNCC) is located in the—Oibyr::f:;as

P . s
o , Cionte

former president, Stokely Carmichael, wearing a green ;
SN~—
Malcolm X sweatshirt, appeared, together with several com-

panions. Approaching a police captain, Carmichael asked

why there were so many police cars in the area. Informed -

i

that they were there to make sure there w;s no disturbance,
Carmichael, clapping his hands, declared in a sing-song bewme
o voice that there might have to be a riot if the police
cars were not removed. When Carmichael refused to move on

as g_gr‘-ted- he was arrested.

Hg'rn—hes release from jail m morning, Carmichael

declared that the black people were preparing to resist

_"armed aggression" by the police by whatever means necessary.
Shortly thereafter in the Dixie Hills Shopping Center,

which had been closed down for the day, a Negro -youth, using

owlorde

a broom handle, began to pound on th%\bell of a burglar

alarm that had been set off, apparently, by a short{circuit.dp
v Ths afgam | ’
When pollce officers responded]a nd ordered him to stop hit-
ting the bell, the youth began hitting the officers. 1In - £ -
)
the ensuing scuffle several bystanders intervened. One of

the officers drew his service revolver and fired, superfi-

cially wounding the young man. o .

.
o

Tension rose. Approximately 250 persons were present “

at thifévening's meeting. When a number of Negro leaders

-urged the submission of a petition of grievances through .



légal channels, the response was lukewarm. When
Carmichael took to the podium, urging Negroes “£o'take

to the streets and force the police department to work
until they fall in their tracks," the responée was tumul-
tuous. < s

oim "It's not a

qguestion of law and order. We are not concerned with

The press quoted him as

peace. We are concerned with the liberation of black
people. We have to build a revolution.”

As the people present at the meeting poured into the
stfeet, they were joined by others. The crowd soon num-
bered an estimated 1,000. From alleys and rooftops rocks
and.bottles were thrown at the nine police officers on the
scene. Windows of police cars were broken. Firecrackers’ B
exploded in the darkness. Police believe they may have
been fired on, bsyp—smedbatnlibotnierponc. - e e e

Reinforced by approximately 60 to 70 officers, the-
police, firing over the heads of the crowd, quickly re-
gained control. Of the ten persons arrested, six were 21
years of age or younger, amd only one was in his. thirties. . . ..

The next day city equipment appeared in the area to
begin work on the long-delayed]projects “:;;nded by the
citizens. It was announced that a Negro Youth Pétro} wou;d'
be established along the lines of the Tampa White Hats.

N Patred

SNCC responded that volunteerghwould be selling their

*Black brothers out," and would be viewed as "Black _ ...
¢ e . °
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Traitors," to be dealt with in the "manner we see fit."
Nevertheless, during the course of the summer the 200
youths participating in the corps played an important
role in preventing a serious outbreak. The police believe
that establishment of the youth corps hﬁ&fﬁgg;g'a major
factor in improving police-community relations.

| Another meeting of area residents was called for
Tuesday evening. At its conclusion 200 protesters were
met by 300 police officers. As two police officers chased -
several boys down the street, a cherry bomb or incendiary

device exploded at the officers' feet. 1In response, several
e o

shots were fired from apol:.lce renicapiamivhhrsismiverramiptisey ,
s A |
consisteg mostly of Negro ofﬁigsffi_;ﬁ

a
"ﬁ;;e discharge from eme shotgun’ struck in the midst of -

several persons sitting on the front porch of a house. A
46-year old man was killed; a 9-year old boy was critically
injured.

Because of the efforts of neighborhood and anti-
poverty workers who circulated through the area, and the
later appearance of Mayor Allen, no further'violence-ensued.

When H. "Rap" Brown, who had returned to the city that
afternoon, went to other Negro areaé in an attempt to ini- =
tiate a demonstration against the shooting of thé Negroes -
on the porch, he met with no response, | |

Within the next few days a petitioﬂi?%;awn up by State

N

, Senator Leroy Johnson and other moderatgAfeade;s demanding. .. .
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that Stokely Carmichael get out of the community and
. /
allow the people to handle their own affairs?I?;s signed

by more than 1,000 persons in the Dixie Hills area.


https://affairsrA.as

.
S

. -

Section 5. NORTHERN NEW JERSEY

As reports of looting, snipers, fifé and.deatﬁ fanned
outward towards othe; Negro enclaves‘in Abrthern Ne& Jersey,
a web of tension_formed. Wﬁerever_Negro ghettos existed --
Elizabeth, Englewood, Jersey City, Plainfield, New Bruns-
wick -- people had friends aqa relatives living in Newark.
Everywhere the telephone proViaed a direct link to the
scénes of violence. The teléphonic mességes frequently
wé{g at variance with reports being transmitted by the
mass media.

As gory sté:é:iles from Ne.wark grew in nmnhef,fear and
anger_in;eron;%themsélves within the Negro ghettos. ‘Con-
veréel&,.rgmérs amplified by radio, television and the
néwspapers - esPeciélly with ¥egard to guerilla bands
roaming the streets -~ created within the white coﬁmuniﬁies
a sense of danger and terro¥. To Mayor Patricia Q. Sheeﬁaq
bf.New Bruﬂswick, it seemed "Almost as if there waé a
fever in the air." She went on to say: "Rumors were '
coming in fxom all sides on &ﬁly l7tﬁ. Negroes we;e cal;iﬁg

to warn of possible disturbances; whites were calling;

. V4 . . .
.shop owners were calling. Most of the people were concerned






about'a poséible bloodbat .".'Her opinion was: -"We'

Iare ta;king ourseives into it." _
| ' Everywhere there was the same ihequaiity with_r;éard
to edﬁcation; job opportunities, income, and housing.
Everywhere theré was thé same lack of representation of
Negroes on the local gerrnment. In six New Jersey com-

':hhhities* with sizeaﬁle Negro p0pulations,of a total of:
$0councilmen, six were Neéro.' In a half dozen school
systems in which_Negro children comprised as much as half
of the school population, of a total of 42 menbers of the
Boafd of Educa£ion, seven were Negfo.

In each of the ghettos the Negro felt himself
surrounded by an intransigenf wall of whites. In four
.suburban cities -- Bléomfield, Harrison, Irvington, and
Maplewood --' forming an arc abbut Newark, out of a total
population of more than 150,000, only 1,600 were Negroes.
In the six cities surrounding Pléinfielﬁ, out of a popula-

tion of more than 75,000, only 1,500 were Negro.

* Jersey Ciuy, slizabeth, Englewood, Plainfield, Paterson,
New Brunswick '
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- Jersey City is that of the New York skyline. Except

. . \‘ .
for a few imposing buildings, such as those of the *
high-rise New Jérsey Medical Center, much of Jersey City
is a collection of nondescript and deteriorating houses,

fleshed out with factories and cut up by ribbons of

! super-highways and railroads.

LY

As one of the principal freight terminals for New

York City, Jersey City's decline has paralleled that

-of the.;ailroads. As railroad lands deteriorated in value
" and urban renewal lands were takén off the tax rolls, the

city suffered a catastrOpﬁié decline in assessed valuation,

from $464 million in 1964 to-§367 million in 1967. The

tax rate, according to Mayor Thomas J. Whelan, has "reached -

" the point of diminishing returns."

Urban renewal projects intended to clear slums and
replace them with low~cost'housing have 'resulted, actuallg)
in a reductlon of 2,000 housing unJ.ts /phe area, designated

for urban renewal S1X years'Eefore,ﬂ;ema1ned¢&ini&-blighted'

As ramshackle houses continued to_deterio—

rate, no_repaifs were made.on them, yet people continued



O.

.

’ v

to inhabit,them, "planners make plans and then simply

tell peoéle what ﬁhey are going to do," N;groes com-"
plained in their growing oppdsition-to such‘projéqts.,

Wooden sewers serve residents of some sections of
the city. Collapsing brick sewers in othér sections
back up the sewage. The population clamors for better :
educétion for its ch}ldrén; but the school system has
reached its bonding capécity. By 1975 it is estimated
that there willlbe a net deficit of 10 elementary schools
and one high school. |

Recently the mayof'ﬁfoposed to the Ford Foundation
that it take over the operation of the entire educatiénal

system. The offer was declined.

A large percentage of the white populatlon send their

'PoSs L &‘a—-

_children to parochial schools.LKb a result, dreceaso=hey

RaveTothe=to-utilize the-publie-sehooi—wystem, white

1o Y s lesalos
res:.dents//ﬂ:ﬂbthem have been slower to moveE than
in other cities.

IThe exodus, however, is accelerating. Within the

past seven yeérs the Negro population has almost doubled,



L

and now comprises an estimated 23 Rércent'of the total.

There is little Negro political leadership. What does
5 . .

exist is fragmentéa and indecisive. The county in which

Jersey City is located is run by én old-line political
“hav

machine that|givem Negroes little opportunity for partici-

patibn. |

Although the amount of schooling whites and Negroés
have had is almost equal, thé median family'incomé of
whites is ?1,500 more than that of Negroes.

The police department, 1ike Newark's, one of the.'
largest in the nation for a. city oflits size, hasfafrepﬁ£a—
tion for toughness. A successful white executive recalled
that in his cﬁildhobd; "We were accustomed to the Special
Service Division of the_Police_DepartmenF, If we were_.
caught hanging around we were picked up by the police,
takel . city hospit. = :nd be;ten with a rubber hose."

A city offiaiél, questioned ab@ut ﬁégro representa-
tion on the 825-man police force, replieg that it was 34

times greater than 20 years ago. Twenty years ago it had

consisted of one man.
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A hard-bitten but realistic police captain, who
commands and lives within the precinct with the highest

\] [

Negra goncentratiOn,,insigts that his men ﬁe able to -get
along with thé people. If they can't, they are £rané—
ferred from the péecinct. It is the captain's opinion
that the greatest degree of tegsibn arises when policemen
from outside the precinct comé into make arrests or quéll
'distﬁrbénces. such police officers do not understand the
problems and the social habits og the peopl; and are |
therefore apt to react with undue force. .

‘During the'four days of the Newark riot, when thé-i
city became.gwash wiéh talég of all descriptions,.M;yor_
ﬁhelan announced that if there were aﬁy'distu;bénces.he
would’"meet.fo;ée with force." Thé~ghetto area was fiooded
. with police officers.

On Monday'and Tueéday,.July,l7 and 18, when crowds
gathered and a few‘rocks were throyn, mag% arrésts were
made. Only one store was broken into and:the pilferage ..
there was limited to items ;uch as candy and chewing gum.

' Oﬁe man;died. He was a Negro'pésseﬁger in a cab into

which a Negro boy threw a'Molotov cocktaiif


https://disturbances.he
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A 'chicken angl an Ori_:hodox Moslem.'combined to
keep Elizabeth cool. As in Jersey Ci'ty', Roiice had izeefed
u;; their patrols,' and the \.fer)./ pr.esence of\ so many offi-.. |
cers con_tribgted to the risiné tensj.c.ms. Residents of
the 12~block by 3-block ghetto, j.a_mme.d between the New
,}(-fu. d?mn“-\.. . ’

Jersey Turnpike and the waterf t‘i that: We are
being punished but we haven't done anything."

"The community," another said later,. "felt it was in
a concentration camp, " |

" Youths from Fhe two high—density housing brojects con-

centrated in t?}fa'.area were walking around saying: "We're
next, we might as well go." L .

Gg_qu. 10100 and
Mt]\l’ 30 p.m. Monday, July 17th a window was

b~ o ,d-@aoﬁm. auero Yo S from a Hawoin Mu:{ o
" broken}  Commented a businessman: "Down here in the port it's

business 'as usual when one store window is broken each week.

What is normal becomes abnormal at - a time like tin'.s."

Fire engines arrived. They were
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~pertetrwith—r ot \P’orkers from the anti-poverty pweg-
a_gw_a‘ a~d “tk—s H‘L\.W\—\ Pc,lo"\':;\, ‘mw-. ST T ILA y .
gnm\'began c:.rculatlng throvgh the area, despenshady

attempting to get kids off Athe street. Many of the resi-

‘dents ﬁad relatives and friends in Newark. Based on what

A“)*L‘ J‘ﬂmr
had happened there, they feared that)J.f the vikGdatee-

were not curbed )1t would turn into a bloodbath.

Gne~commuhi qcha scovexea sever rs

siphening—gasoline into soda BottIes ;['ru:u a—truele—in—an

- al¥ey—Hemaneaged—te—talk—then out of the Meletov—cocks-
uils.

| The confrontatibn. lﬁééwgen tﬁa police and the mob of
teenagers was continuing Ag\gard a 2limak when a chicken
fluttered out of the shattered window of a poultry market.
One youth attempted to throw gasélj.ne on it énd set it
.afire. " As -the gasoline sloshed onto the pavement, the
chicken leaped. The flames. me.rely singed its feéthers;

+m\\
A gangl:.ng six-foot youth attempted to

k-—.t\'\ & »m\ o wd Oeed a (R v Q& ‘\C,_ ‘1" W {\h“k‘“&-
chiqken. Thc blrd WAS. Tok fur«in,m._m :

; . A,
u:,.‘L . U\,A-[t:\. OC A yns
r out of h:l.s way %ha) lipped, and tumbled against a tree.
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again as police patrolied—the 36 squaTe BIoCks with 220

mcnw_somaueﬁmthem—stagigggé_gn;noo£teﬁs%‘lﬁarly in the

evening the mayor agreed to meet with a delegation of 13

community leaders. When they entered his office, the

chief of police was already plecenh. The mayor Yead
“fhat, 4w wae Jeed (nV .'n\r 5(‘\--61. A €00% \“é?_m weee |
him ar order Fo: “Qhoot to kill . » | EOrce

will be met with superior force." An officer's deviation

from this order, the mayor-said, would be cause for dis-

missal. - Lenp
PO Yoy laticnd Mhad Ghe oy ol eroged Wh e, o) Wetmdeo ?5 Whee =

oy Rl "Ry SRS d th
R e delegation f?ﬂﬂh*ﬂﬁb{ﬁmu propose e
d,“a’( Lt ol f't?a.m:_/\*?}?;? e R ‘r o

setting”up of a "peaccﬁécper task force." The mayor agreed

3 g2 76;46—— -
to let them try. One-hundred sEmsessc with the words

npeacekeeper" were printed. One of those who agreed to be a
fxaahuJﬂc was Hesham Jaaber. Jaaber, who off{giatedjat Malcolm X's

funeral and has made two pilgrimages to Mecca, is a leader

of a small sect of Orthodox Moslems. ‘A teacher of Arabic
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and the Koran at the Spirit House in Newark, he is a

- im A wnlh, Ao Serae o) eed, m.z,xrg,
militant who xissrentte the mayor i n

fabwes, Although Jaaber believed that certain people

were sucking the life blood out of the community -- "Count
the number of taverns and bar.s in the Elizabeth‘?;ort area
and coﬁpare them with thevnumber of recreation facilities" --
he had witnessed the carnage in Newark and believed it
could serve no purpcse to have a riot. Two dozen 6f his’
followers: wearing their red fezzes, took to the streets
to urge order. He himself‘£raveled about in a car with
a bullhorn. |

As the peacekeepers began to make their infiuence
felt, the Police withdrew from the areé. There was no

. further trouble.

- In Englewood, a bedroom community of 28,000 astride
the Palisades opposite New York, the police had been
_ o
expecting a riot by some of the city's 7,000 Negro residents

since two weeks before Newark. As part of this expectation

they had tested tear gas guns on the police firing range,

10
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PROFILE -- PLAINFIELD ~- FINAL

Section 6

New Jersey's worst violence outside of Newark was

experienced by Plainfield, a pleasant, tree-shaded city

of 45,000. A "bedroom community," more than s;%rthird of
whose residents work outside the city, Plainfield had had
few Negroes until the 1950's. By 1967 the Négro population
had ;isen to an estimated 30 percent of the total. As in’
Englewood, there was a division between the Negr§ middle
class, which lived in the Eésﬁ#ide "gilded ghetto," and

the unskilled, unemployed and underemployed poor on the

(1

Geared teward—meeting the needs of a suburban middle

West side.

class, the part-time and fragmented city government had
failed to realize the change in character which the city

had undergone, and was unprepared to cope with the problems

' deo
of a growing um-m population.

There was no full-time administrator or city manager.

YY) Poat Xt oA
Boar?gnappointed by th%AmaynrbﬂL "hoscﬁpr-ition ~as largely

honorary ~aRd-past=time rt)@ithﬂﬁurisdiction over suc;rzsziﬁﬁ

as education, welfareA health,

Accustomed to viewing politics as a gentleman's pastime,
city officials were startled and upset by the heab=wnd in-
tensity with which demands issued from the ghetto. Usually

such demands were met obliquely, rather than head-on.



In the summer of 1966, trouble was narrowly averted

over the issue of a swimming pool for Negro youngsters.

In the summer of 1967, instead of having built the pool,

the city began busing the children to the county poql a
half-hour's ride distant. The'fare was 25 cents per person,
and the children had to provide their own lunch, a con-
sigerable strain on a frequent basis for‘boor familZFs with
Alve oL A

nembewe=s? children.

The bus operated only on three days in mid-week -t 9;
week-ends the county pool was too crowded to accommodate
children from the Plainfield ghetto.

Pressure increased upon the school system to adapt
itself to-the changing social and ethnic backgrounds of its
pupils. There were strikes and boycotts. The track system
created de facto segfegation within a supposedly integrated
school systemg) Most of the youngstérs from white middle
class districts were in the higher track, most from the -

. wene
Negro poverty areas in the lower. 6&treimed ﬂelations‘betwéen

C;;JNegro pupils,aadzgghe white teacheré)seeu&ted—in—a_oherged
wag

sasialatwosphere. Two-thirds of school dropouts=te—wee
estimatedfi:;fe Negro.

In Februarx',t 1967 the NAACP, out of a growing sense
of frustration with the municipal government, tacked a list
of 19 demands and complaints to the door of the city hall.

Most dealt with discrimination in housing, employment and

in the public schools. By ke summeglutiiﬂii the city's
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Common Council had not responded. Although two of the
11 Council members were Negro, both represented the
Eas#side ghetto. The poverty area was represented by

two white women, one of whom had been appointed by the

Council‘after the elected representative, a Negro, had

Relations between the police and the Nggro community,
tenuous at best, had been 'stmedmed the week prior to the |
d¥u~b&mgrk0ud¢ﬂ4ﬂu(4J
Newark outbreak. uring thessewsee=ef a routine arrest in

ona_os-tgé) .
housing projectf; a woman af&er—peing—irard—

ouffed, had fallen down a flight of stairs. The officer
said she had slipped. Negro residents claiﬁed he had
pushed her.{TWhen a delegation went to city hall to file a
complaint, they were told by the city clerk that he was not
empowered to accept it. Believing that they were being
given the run-around, the delegation, angry and frustrated,
departed. |
On Friday evening, July 14, the same police officer
was moonlighting as a privatg guard at a diner frequented
by Negro youths. He was, reportedly, number two on the
Negro community's "ten most-wanted" list of unpopular police
of'ficers.ﬂ (The list sbeedf was colorblind. Although out of
' 82 officers on the force only 5 were Negro, 2 of the 10 on
the "most wanted" list were Negro. The two officers most

aensweddy rcspected in the Negro community were whité)



Although most of the youths at the diner were of
high school age, one, in his mid-twenties, had a repu-
tation as a bully. Sometime before 10:00 P.M., as a
result of an argument, he hit a l6-year old boy and split
open his face. As the boy lay bleeding on the asphalt,
his friends rushed to the police officer and demanded that
.he call an ambulance and arrest the offender. Instead, the

officer walked over to the boy, looked at him, and repor-

tedly said: "why don't you just go home and wash up?" Hé .

mads an
refused tqﬂarrest.aayoaeu

The youngsters abmbhe-tisner were incensed. They
believed that, had the two participants in the incident
-4m# been white, the older youth would have been arrested,

the younger taken .to the hospital immediately.
1 o the wny _
In-03des-to—ge-fran. tha dinexr’ to the housing project

;:f:;éeh most of them lived, the youths had to traverse
four blocks of the city's business district. As they
walked, they smashed three or four windows. An observer
interpre}éd their behavior as a reaction to the incident_at
the diner, in effect challenging the police officer: "If
you won't do énything'about that, then let's see you do
soﬁething about this!"

On one of the quiet bity streets two young Negroes,
D.H. and L.C., had been neigbbors. D.H. had graduated from

high. school, attended Fairleigh‘ Dickinson University and,

after receiving a degree in psychology, had obtained a job
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as a reporter on the Plainfield Courier-News.

L.C. had dropped out of high school, become a
worker in a chemical plant, and, although still in his
twenties, had married and fathered seven children. A
man with a strong sense of family, he liked sports and
played in the local baseball league. Active in civil
rights, he had, like the civii rights organizations, over
the years, become more militant. For a period of time he
had been a Muslim. raae [ ot Za ;

Shortly after midnight, in an attempt to egR-the
emsupésteon, D.H. and the two Negro councilmen met with the
youths in the housing project. a&th-ggffﬁe focal point
of the youths' bitterness was the attitude of the police --
until 1966 police had used the word "nigger" over the police
radio and one officer had worn a Confederate belt buckle and
had flown a Confederate pennant on his car, = fheir com-

harvravay
plainé§“f§ﬁ§€ﬁ}iu===nﬂ-i&n over local and national issues.
There was an overriding cynicism and disbelief that govern-
ment would, of its own accord, make meaningful changes to
improve the lot of the lower class Negro. There was an
overriding belief tha£ there were two sets of policies by
the people in power, whether law enforcement officers,
newspaper editors, or government officials: one for white,
and one for black. '

There was little confidence that the two councilmen

o



could exercise any influence. One youth said: "You came
down here last year. We were throwing stones at some
passing cars and you said to us that this was not the way
to do it. You 'got us to talk with the man. We talked to
him. We talked with him, and we talked all year long. We
ain't got nothing yet!"

Howev omise that meetings would be

newspape@ with the mayix'j the youths agreed to disperse.

At the first of these meetings the youths were,
apparently, satisfied by the explanation that é&ise news- (:)
paper“® coverage was not deliberately discriminatory. The
Seaend meetinglwith the mayor, however, whieh-began—it
#r88—etedock—thatauonily proceeded badly. The Negroes
present felt that the mayor was coﬁplacent and apathetic,
‘and that they were simpiy being given the usual lip service,
from which nothing would develop.

The mayor, on the other hand, told Commission in-
vestigators that he recognized that,"Citizens are frustrated
by the political organization of the city," because he,
himself, has no real power and "each of.the councilmen says
that he is just one of the eleven and therefore can't do
anything."

After approximately two hours, a dozen of the youths
walked out, indicating an impasse and signalling the breakup

of the meeting. Shortly thereafter window smashing began.
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A Molotov cocktail was set afire in vihewstsbeset 2
tree. One fire engine, in which a white and Negro
fireman were sitting side by side, had a Molotov cocktail
thrown at it. The white fireman was burned.

As window smashing continued, liquor stores and

tavernq/ especially/ werg;hard hit. Some of the youths

believed that there was an excess concentration of bars

in the Negro sectién/’and that these were an unhealthy in-
fluence in the community.

Because the police department had mobilized its full
force, the situation, although serious, never appeared to
get out of hand. Officers made G:éﬁ:%ff arrests. The
chief of the fire department told Commission investigators
that it was his conclusion that "individuals making fire-
bombs did .not know what they were doing, or they could have
burned the city."

At 3:00 o'clock Sunday morning a heavy rain bagaq;hs-
~Suvivie, scattefing whatever groups remained on the streets. .

In the morning police made no effort to cordon off
the are;. As white sightseers and churchgoers drove by the
housing project there ;g;e’sporadic neidonte—of rock‘

oy
throwing and-—wielemee. During the early afternoon &hese-

W
At the housing project, a meeting was convened by
L.C. to draw up a formal petition of grievances. As the

youths gathered it became apparent that some of them had



been drinking. A few kept drifting away frem the
parking lot where the meeting was being held to throw
rocks at passing cars. It was decided to move eawvempems-

ak the meeting to breeabﬁook—ﬂaekJ a county park several

blocks away.

Between 150 and 200 persons, including almost all
of the rockthrowers, piled into a caravan of cars and
headed for the park. At approximately 3:30 P.M. the Chief
of the Union County Park Police arrived to find the groué
being addressed by David Sullivan, Executive Director of
the Human Relations Commission. He "informed Mr. Sullivan
he was in violation of our park ordinance and to disperse
the group."q]Sullivan and L.C. attempted to explain that
they were in the process of drawing up a list of grievances,
but the Chief remained adamant. They could not meet in the
park without a permit, and they did not have a perﬁit.

After permitting the group 10 to 15 minutes grace,
the Chief decided to disperse them, "Their mood was vefy
excitable,” he reported, and "in my estimation no one could
appease them so we moved them out without too much trouble.
They left in a caravan of about 40 cars, horns blowing and
yelling, and headed south on West End Avenue to Plainfield."”

Within the hour looting became widespread. Cars were
overturned, a white man was snatched off a motorcycle, and
the fire department stopped responding to alarms because

the police were unable to provide protection. After having
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Williams fell to the ground, critically injured, Gleason
turned and begaé:;;;néﬂg back toward his post.

Negro youths chaged.him. Gleasop stumbled, regained
his balance, then had his feet knocked out from under him.
A score of youths began to beat him and kick him. Some e#
ehe residents ée-the apartment house attempted to intervene,
but they were brushed aside. D.H. believes that, under the
circumstances and in the gtﬁospherg that prevailed at that
moment, any police officer, black or white, would have béeq
killed.

.After they had beaten Gleason to death, the youths
took D.H.'s camera from him and smashed.it.

Fear swept over the ghetto. Many residents -- both

lawless and law-abiding -- were convinced, on the basis of

what had occurred in Newark, that law enforcement offici;:ij>

would come into the ghetto shooting.(@ent.on vengeance,

@ere was no lack of weapongﬂpeople began actively

to prepare to defend themselvesii—Forty-six carbines were
stolen from a nearby arms manufacturing plant and passed
out in the street by a young Negro, a former newspaper boy.

Most of the weapons fell into the hands of youths, who
) . s

began firing them wildly. A fire station began—te-be

peppered with shots.
Law enforcement officers continued their cordon about
L3
the area, but made no attempt to enter it excepqﬂ occasion- (j

al#yie rescue_semeene. National Guardsmen arrived shortly


mailto:ss~@Q.Ae

after midnight. Their armored personnel carriers were
"used to carry troops to the fire station which had been
besieged for five hours. During this period only one
fire was reported in the city.

Reports of sniper firing, wild shooting, and general
chaos continued until the'early morning hours.

By daylight Monday, New Jersey state officials had
begun to arrive, ém—ehe—edty. At a meeting in the early
afternoon it was agreed that to inject police into the
ghetto would be to risk bloodshed; that, instead, law en-
forcement personnel should continue to retain their cordon.

All during the day various meetings took place be-
tween govérnment officials and Negro representatives.
Police were anxious to recover the carbines that had been
stolen from the arms plant. Negroés wanted assurances
against retaliation. In the afternoon, L.C., an official
of the Human Relations Commission, and others drove through
the area urging people to be calm and to-refrain from
violence.

At 8:00 P.M. the New Jersey Attorney General, .Human
Relations Director, and Commander of thé State Policé,
accompanied by the mayor, went to the housing project and
spoke to several hundred Negroes. Some members of the
crowd were hostile. Others were anxious to establish a

dialogue. There were demands that officials give concrete
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evidence that they were prepared to deal with Negro
grievances. Again, the meeting was inconclusive. The
officials returned to city hall.

At 9:15 P.M., L.C. rushed in claiming that;r;s—a
result of the failure to resolve any cf the outstanding
problemi/and reports that people who had been arrested by
the police were being beaten;:;iolence was about to explode
anew. The‘ key demand of the militant faction was that
those who had been arrested during the riot should be re;
leased. State officials decided to arrangé for the release
on bail of 12 arrestees ch%rged with minor violations.
Woo-imucowinky , L.CS%%EFEEé‘éo try to induce return of the
stolen carbines by reen-—on Wednesday moon,

As state officials were scanning the list of arres-
tees to determine which of them shéuld be released, a
message was brodght to Colonel Kelly of the State Police
that general firing had broken out around the perimeter.

€) Tt nprt Grotufred to ra Guocon: D

<§§'investigation disclosed that one shot of unex-

plained origin had been heard. In response, security

forces had shot out street lights, thus initiating the

"general firing." Temsier—was—so—great—end-hesbiditybo-
| . £ efi e i dend
se—overt—tirat—there—wes—fear—thot—or—smorii—sparlipighlintoi-
SRty

At 4:00 o'clock Tuesday morning, a dozen prisoners

were rcleased from jail. Plainfield police officers



considered this a "sellout."

When, by noon on Wednesday, the stolen carbines had
not been returned, the Governor decided to authorize a
mass search of the area. At 2:00 P.M. a convoy of State
Police and National Guard troops prepared to enter the
area., In order to direct the search as to likely locations, .
a handful of Plainfield police officers were spotted
throughout the 28 vehicles of the convoy.q] As the convoy
prepared to depart, the State Community Relations Director,
believing himself to be carrying out the decision of the
Governor not to permit Plainfield officers to participate

The bases

in the search, ordered their removal from the vehicles, on
t‘:;::ets i i
s that their participation might a clash
between them and the Negro citizens.
As the search for carbines in the community progressed,
tension# increased rapidly. According to witnesses and
newspaper reports, some men in the search force left apart-

ments bheswssmisetlromeyir in shambles.
Xn hour and a half after it was begudi'f'he search was

called off No stolen weapons were discovered, in—the—apast—
man&e. For the Plainfield pélice, the removal of thé
officers from thé convoy had been a humiliating experience.
A half hour after the conclusion of the search, in a meeting
charged with emotion, the entire/ﬁépartment threatened to
resign unless the State Community Relations Director left

the city. He bowed to the demand.
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‘ fﬁxi*t#rr*ﬁn?*%rftagé , e
;nsteaé—oﬁ—the—expeeted two dozen patrons, :fj/fhkabf
men,

W the acene P
’bﬁtswigtwhtch a party for several servi

ad been stationed in Vietnam,%as being
MR 82 pcrzind weuw fheae )
82 (¥] Some expresseg-resentment at”)

Qo bt went
jefore a dfi?%ﬁél patrol wagons

Tl

(:;EBe police‘intrusioh.

-- and hum Despite the hour, numerous pet:

neght

agzib:ere
still 6h the streets. Within a short period a crowd oi:'..-J
proximately..200..persons—had-gathered: \\E**T

In November:og 1965, George Edwards, Judge of the
United Statet-Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, and
cOmmissigner of the Detroit Police Department from 1961
~to 1963 had written in the Michigan Law Review:

3 is clear that in 1965 no one will make
excuses for any city's inability to -
foresee the possibility of racial trouble
« .« « Although local police forces gen-
erally regard themselves as public servants
with the responsibility of maintaining lew
and order; they tend to minimize this-

» attitude when they are patrolling areas that
are heavily populatedVWith Negro citizens.
There they tend to view each person on “the -
streets as a potential criminal or enemy, and
all too often that attitude is reciprocated.
Indeed, hostility between the Negro communities
in our large cities and the police departments,
is the major problem in law enforcement in this

- :

decade. It has been-a major cause of all recent

race riots,"” ,
Do&mf!_y}_.‘i)
At the time of t§§"943

riot, Judge Edwards told

-Commission investigators, there was "open warfare between

8-2 . e



. .- .
the Detroit Negroes and the Detroit Police Department.”
As late as 1961, he thought that “Detroit was the leadipg
candidate in the United States for a race-riot.ﬂ

srhere was a long history of conflict between the

' The .
police department and citizensr;?betreéela 1943 wace riot,
in which 34 persons died, was the bloodiest in the United

: - batflee
-States in a span of J decadeiJ’—During the labor wers

- ' £ the 1930's, union members had come to view the Detroit
' Police Department as a strike-breaking force.

. Judge Edwards and his sucéessor, Cormissioner Ray
Gi;a¥din,-attempted to restructure the image of the de-
partment. A Citizens Complaint Bureau was set up to
facilitate the filing of complaints by éitizens against
officers. Indications-are,~howevery=that In practicg}éﬁh

B Bmtau agpatared 7 wrdR
\u.,(aﬂ Jdittle better than less enlightened and more cum-

bersone prdcedures in other cities.
On 12th Street, with its high incidence of vice and
crime, the issue of police brutality was a recurrent theme.
A montﬁ earlier éhe.iilliné of'a proétiiute had_beéﬁ de-: B
termined'hy police investigators to be the work of a pimﬁ.
According to rumors in the community the crime had been . .
' committed by a Vice Squad officer.
' about :
Approximately

Athe same time the killing of A
'R 8

& 27-year old Negro Army veterany Banmy Thomas

- > \ .

white youths, had inflamed the community. &ewerage—by The

by a gang of’

city's major newspapers,wirich played down the story in

- hope thﬁt the murder would not become a cause for increased
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- hope
tenSioné%Ibackfired. A aensationaliaed ‘banner story

in the Michigan Chronicle, the City s Negro newspaper,

began: "As James Meredith marched again Sunday to prove
a_Negro could walk in Mississippi without fear, a young
woman who.saw her husband killed by a white gang,.shouting:m
*Niggers keep out of Rouge Park!"iost her baby.

| “Relatives were upset'that the full story of the
murder was not being told, apparently in an effort to pre—
vent the inCident from sparking a riot.”

WP ~pl rs
Some Negroes believed that the treatment of the story -

by—the—maaos—newepapars was further evidence of the double ’
standard: ﬂ&aying up crimes by Negroes, playing down
crimes committed against Negroes. ) } .
: N
Although police arrested and-shargél one suspect w;th/
_murder, Negroes qqestioned'why the entire gang was not held.
What,. they asked, wéuld have been the result if a white man
had been killed by a gang of Negroes? What if Negroes had
made the kind of advances toward a white woman that the
vhite men were rumored to have made toward Mrs. Thomas?
The Thomas family haé lived only four or five blocks
nacded )
from the aggna—eﬁ—tbe blind pig raéd A few minutes after
5:00 A, H., shortiy after the last of those arrested had PPAR
‘ av swply bottlet Smached sty Frg "’
been hauled awayf5a-pe%iee-e;uisea—had—iﬁﬂfrzgfnﬁindow 7
oF & prlace Car, Lt LA
smashedabyman-empty-beottte. SGhorsdy-theveaiber A litter
basket was thrown through the window of a store. Rumorstkmudk&:

‘of excess force used by the police during the raid, wexe

"L, eavewlabad. A youth, whom police nicknamed "Mr. Greenslecves”
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! F ) [ . .
because . " Mshirt hs=wowewewmieny , was shouting:
“We're going to have a riot!" and exhorting the crowd to
vandalism.
- ) L] y - L ]

At 5:20 A.M. Commissioner -Rzy Girardin was notified.

He immediately called Mayor Jerome Cavanagh. Seventeen

officers froﬁ other areas were ordered into the 10th Pre-

cinct. By .6¥U8 A.M. polide department strength had grown

to 369 men. Of these, however, only 43 were committed to

the immediate riot area. By that time the number of

persons on 12th Street was growiﬂg into the thousandﬁ//and

widespread window-smashing and looting had 5egun. ‘
e e == e either side of 12th Street were neat

G midhié;class districts, élong 12th Street itséli,ﬂmvo»h,'

omax crowded apartﬁent houses created‘;.density of more than " -

21,000 persons per square mile, almost double the city

average{:$0nly 18 percent of the residents were homeowners.

[ —

Twenty-five percent of the housing.was considered so sub-
standard as to require clearance, anrd Another 19 percent

had major defiqiencies.17The crime rate was almost double‘_

- that of the city as a whole. A Detroit police officer told

Commission investigators that prostitution was so wide—

: rreede 5 -
spread that. offlcers arreséﬁi—p&aehébutea only when &heir f

) g
soliciting became blatant. 5

— e . L, . o

{ The proportion of broken families was more than twice

f

\

————

that in the rest of the city.JﬂThe movement of people when1“\\

1 -the.slums of "Black Bottom"” had been cleared for urban... . ._.

rénewal had changed 12th Street from an integrated community ]

into an almost totally black one, in which only a number of hll A
merchants remained white. - B8-S B




welown *
s

powt &

By 7:50 A.M., when a 17-man police commando unit

attempted to make the first sweep, theme—wmre an estimated

3,000 persénss on 12th Street. They offered no resistance.
As theksq-uad moved down the street, they gave way to one
. 8ide, and then flowed back behind it. ,uul

Al d qu Jh prfcu J—n
lﬂhe—naneg-e::—e-f A shoe store had—wateheﬁ for'two hours

as the store was being looted,. vaimity—awaiting—according

. At 8:25 A.M. someone

) w,—o\ﬂ.‘

in the crowd yelled "The cops are coming!" g flames sf Ve
Napt b llowed . ]
H:eewmed from the m-teas-é:er-of the ‘store. Fe-was—bhe~firap

Sivemof~ihe—piot. Piremen who responded were not harrassed.

= The flames were extinguished;

. By mid—morning 1,122 menA approx.unately a fourth of

tho—st-r-ength of the police department;. had reported for
du}:y. . Of these, 54 tuc feive dreakw

\q‘m—su—m One hundred and eight
officers were being-isedeinwan attemp o establish a cor-.
don. There was, however,‘ no interference wit]l looters, and

police were refraining from the use of force.

—2 INSERT TROM B-"T<= v
According to witnesses, police at some roadblocks magd?»
4

little effort to stop people from going in and out of the

area. A good deal of bantering took place between police

officers and the p0pu1ace, some SE-whemefe still &ecsead”

ey,

- in Chedr pajamas. \/)l‘here seemec?@o some' observers, )at: this:
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point to be an atmosphere of apathy® -rhe police did not

. . i,
appear to care what was happening, aad efabhe (Older,

aé more stable residents, who had seen the street de-

. teriorate from a prosperous commercial thoroughfare to

3

one ridden by vice, remained aloof.

Sacd | :
F " Commissioner Girardin be.’-]:_:i:‘euﬁiz "If we had started-

shooting in there . . . not one of our policemen would

have come out alive,. I am convinced it would have turned

"into a race riot in the conventional sense."

Many efihe-poindee officers were bedws-tieed-be Qua'er
. . LY S
key installations in other sections of th the

BRTaN
baobs that the [disturbance e 12th—Street\ might be a
diversiorgqu_n. Belle Isle, the recreation area in

~the Detroit River that had b_"_'een the scene of the 1943

riot, was sealed off.

‘ In an effort 't'o‘ avoid attracting people to the scene,’
'some broadcasters cooperated by not reporting neg—=% ‘the
‘riot, an:ﬂ an effort was made to downplay the extent of the
disorder. Tﬁe fagade of "business as usual® necessitated
the detailing of numerous i)oiicgl officers .to protect the
‘50,000 spectators that were expected at that afterno;::n's
New York Yankees-Detroit T:I.gers. baseball game, . ' F;i

‘Barly in the morning a task force of ‘community worker-.-;a‘
-h*g-oae Ainto tl';e area to dispel rumors and act as counte‘r—

rioters. Such a task force had been sihgulhrly successful
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at tne time-of the incident in the Kercheval district in
the summer of 1966, when scores of people had gathered
at'the site of_an arrest. Kercheval, however, had e.mere_
stable populetion, fever stores, less populetion density,

- and the citv's most effective police—ccnmunity relations

program.

ahﬂwmmw
The 12th Street area, te—the—ccnt:argﬁ had been de-

termined)in a.1966 survey conducted by Dr. Ernest Harbqrg
of the Psychology Departnent of the Universit" —F e S
 to be a ccmﬁunity of high stress.and tensicn.
whelming majcritv of the residents'indiceted wecoULLBLUL
tion with their environment. h o |

Of those interviewed 93 percent said they wanted to
move eut of the neighberhood; 73 percent felt that the
streets were not safe; 91~percent believed that a person
was-likelv-to be ronbed or beaten at night} 58 percent
knew of a fight within .the last 12 months in which a.weapon
nad been enpioyed: 32 percent stated that they themselves
owned'a-weapon: 57 percent were worried about fires.

A significant proporticn believed municipal services'
to -be inferior; 36. percent were dissatisfied with .the

chools, 43 percent with the city's contribution to the : }:j'

neighborhood; 77 percent with the recreational facilities*h'
78 percent believed police did not respond promptly when
they were summoned for help. ; S e

- - Representative John Conyers, Jr., a Negro, was

notified about the disturbance at his home, a few blocks .
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from 12th Street, at 8:30 A.M. Together with other -
community leaders, including Hubert G; Locke, a Negro &wd

'AssistantACommissioner‘of Police, he began to drive
around the area. 1In the side streets he/esked people to
stay in theit_homesr On 12th Street, he r%égzgéLd them
to disperse.h It was, by his own_account, a futile task.

- q-lﬂunerous eyewitnesses interv:ll._ewe“d by Commission investi-
gators tell of the carefree‘mood with which people ran in
and out of stores, looting and_laughing, and joking-eith

~ the police officers. Stores with "Soul Brothef“lsigns
appeated no more'immnné than others. Looters paid no _
attention to residents who shouted at them and called their
actions senseless. An epldemic of excitement had swept

over the persons on the street 1]Repseﬂontabive Conyers

noticed a woman with a baby in her arms; she was raging,

cursing "whitey" for no appatent reason eneepi—thet—in
tihbo—atnosphere.her.anger.ofamany=yesnsewasable~to=tind
reteass. | - - o | B "f

- ’ I
Shortly before noonknapsoﬁeatahivé Conyers climbed be

the-bep of a car in the middle of 12th Street to address

the-pe0p1e. As he began to speak he was confronted by a - -

_ man in his fifties whom he had once, as a lawyer, represen— .
ted in court.  The man had been active in civillrights.- He -
believed himself to have been persecuted .as a fesulé, and -- -
it was conyess' opinion that he may have been‘wronéfullé

jalled. Extremely bittet, the man was inciting the crowd


https://Rep:�e~Rt:&4i.ve

and challenging Conyers: "Why are you defending the

"cops and the establishment? You're just as bad as they

are!" L .
an the nevt onee
A pol%ce officer whe-wac—at-the-peene told Commission

investigators that neither he nor his fellow officers e
Wt pmelrpcted .. °
%oéggéeany-ﬁnstsue%éens as to what they were suppged to be
doing. Witnesses tell of offlcers standlng behind saw-
horses as an area.was belng lootqu and still standing

" ch
there‘§¢oeaaéde=ah&e=ge=ied later, when the mob had moved

elsewhere. A squad from the commando unit, wearing helmets
wlh

tomkibioh face-covering visors @ ‘and carrying
543mu¢?tqq

Ahcarbines)t&gped—ﬁ&bhgbayonobe, blockaded a street several

blocks from the scene of the riot. 'Their appeéfqnce drew
iresidents into the sgreeé. Some began to harangue them
and to quéstion why they were in an area where there was
.no trouble. Representative Cbnyefs convinced the poiice
.department to remove the commandog. _
| By that time a rumor v&s threading Sbe=way through
the crowd that a man had.beéﬁ:5a§one£ed'by the police.
Influehcéd by such stories, the meedmef=tira crowd became
belligerent. Aﬁ approximately 100 P.M. stonings'oé-po&&oe‘
' ofifibeens accelerated. Numerous officers reporteé injuries -
from rocks, bottles, and other objgcts thrown at théh.
Smoke billowed upward from four fires, the first since the .

one at the shoe store early in the morning. When firemen
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- - wClasses .were overcrowded.

‘total. Yhvse—gho—meved-o

enswered the alarms, they became the target for rocks
and boeiles. . '

At 2&@# P.M. Meyof Cavanagh met with community and
politioei 1eadere at police hecadquarters. Uotil ehetfﬁbh
sdwe there had been hope that, as the people bleﬁ off
steam, the riot would begin to diesipate;ieee&f. Now
the opinion was neerly unanimous that additional forces
would be needed |

A request was made for State Police aid. By 3.0P
P.M. 360 officers were assembling at the armory. At
that aewsy momentilooting was spreading from the 12th Street
area to other main thoroughfares. |

" There was no lack of theldiseffect.ed to help spi'ead

it. Aalthough not yet as hard-pressed as Newark Detroitxmf

‘1ike Newark, wawy losing population. .Its prosperous middle=

class whites were moving to the suburbs and being replaced-

oy unskilled Negro migrants,

(:Fetween 1960 and 1967 the Negro population rose from

Just under 30 percent to an estimated 40 pefcent of the

pseéaeaaﬁpixunﬁxwptﬁ%4ﬂmeﬁpopu%ettonvwieav&eg-heh1nd_nnmhexe
-oé—bhewo}dwand—youngy—who'were~iess“produotive,—yet—coet
the—city-more—in~terms—-of-sexrvicess N

In a decade the school syetem had'gained 50,000 to

60,000 children. Fifty—one percent of the elementary school

e , . g~11 e

Simply to achieve the statewide ..

OorXoubymdrevente— .
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and
average, the system needed 1,650 more teachers, -whieh

: weuld~nmﬁuLJﬂu;Janhiing_oﬁeaniadditionalll,ooolclass-

rooms. The combined cost would be $63 million.Q]Of

300,000 school children, 171,000, or 57 percent, were
Negro. According to the betroit Superintendent of

SChools, 25 different school districts surrounding the
reda oF detlnys .
city spent up-ee—§§00 more per pupil per year than

ot | Detroit. In the inner city schools,more than half the

pupils who entered high school became drOpouts.
The strong union structure had created excellent
conditions for most working men, but had left others,
such as Civi;‘service and_covernment workers, comparatiuely
disadvantaged and dissatisfied. In June the "Blue Flu" had .’
istruck the city as police officers, forbidden to strike,
had staged a sick-out. 1In September, the teachers were to
v go on strike. The starting wages’ for a plumber s helper
were almost equal to the salary of a police officer or

teacher.

Some unions, traditionally closed to Negroes, zealously
-E:rf{“l guarded training opportunities. In January of 1967 the
| blﬁ{]? ~ school system notified six apprenticeship trades it would
’ .not Open any new apprenticeship classes.unless a'larger. . av

: — —_
number of Negroes were included. By diss Fall o£=¥267 some

: : ) /
of the programs were still closed.
High.school diplomas from inner city schools were -
-+ - ...~ regarded by personnel directors as less than valid...In. .. -.
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i ’ bt a W"VCM /—(4;“ .
uly of=}967 unemployment was
M the 12th Street area it was estimated

awd
to be between 12 and 15 percent for Negro mew percent

or higher for those under 25.

The.more education a Negro had, the ’greater\‘u'-. )the
disparity between his income and that of a white with- the
same level of education. Where;rv'fhe income of whites and
Negroes with ae”‘ grade education.was about equal, 'fhe

median income of whites with a high school diploma was

@CD $1,600 more per year.bhon-#ﬁ%ﬂhite
' college graduates made $2,600 more, g~ jahiyhihibmiiads

Negmmf In fact, so far as Wise income was

cconcerned, it made very little difference to a Negro whether

he had attended school for' 8 years or for 12. 1In .the fall
“of 1967, a study conducted.at -one inner city high schooi,
Northwestern, shovged that,. although 50 percen€ of the _
drof;oute had found work, 90 percent of the 1967. graduating

class was unemployed.

M Mayor Cavanagh"had appointed many Negroes to
ev- ... key positions in his administration)in elective offices......
. the Negro population was still undeﬁresented. Of nine

councilmen was a Negro. Of sevew
L.y

school boar wo were Negroes.

Although Federal programs had brought nearly $35b' )
million to the city between 1962 and 1967, the money

appeared to have had little impact at the graesf.rootéjhb_.i
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Urban renewal) for which $38 million had been
i
allocated, w~- posed by many residents of the poverty

area. i . ‘
" . Because oi%inancial straits imesiah *wefowd

_ i4sedf, the city was unable to produce on promises to

Au . ' onnd
correc nditions wmwswels, as poor garbage collection ey
bad .street lighting =w» which brought constant complaints

from Negro residents.

On 12th Street Carl Perry, the Negro proprietor o '
dudpenaon :
. a drug store and photography studio, was ice

cream, sodas, and candy to the youngsters streaming in and

out of his store. For safekeeping he had brought the

photography equipment'from his studio ; in the next block p

_to the drugptore. The youths milling about repeatedly re-

assured him that, although the market next door had been

ransacked his place of bus:.ness was in no danger. .

: Soon a{-fb., "

In mid-afternoon the market was set af;re. .

- thereafter the drugFtore went up in flames. ' '
State Representative James Del Ri_o; a Negro, was

standing in front of a buildin owned@when two small - . -

boys, neither more than 10 y'ears'o'ld, approached. fee Qne '

ofmblve=pps prepared to throw a brick through a window,: *~:- *

Del Rio stopped him: "That building belongs to me,",.he i

said.

""I'm glad you told me, Baby, because I was just about

‘to bust you in!® the youngster replied. ° S Tsoreae amess soe
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- Some evidence that criminal elemente( pontaneously)

-
- .

were organizingjto take advantage of the riot began to
manifest_itself. A number of cars were noted to be re-
tnrning again and again, théir'occupants.methodioally
looting stores. Months 1ater goods stolen during the
iot were still being eﬂ,ﬂ-&gﬁdw

A spirit of carefree nihillsm was taking hold. To
riot and to destroy appeared more and more to become ends
in themselves. Late Sunday afternoon it appeared to one
observer that the young people were "dancing amidst the
flames."

A ‘Negro plainc}Othes'officer:nas standing at an .
intersection when a man threw a Molotov cocktail into a

business establishment at the corner.. In the heat of the

afternoon, fanned IF%{ to 25 m.p.h. winds‘hab’blnl both

a@n Sunday and Monday, the fire mq—lm piedenlodml
Mﬂv&(\i—d The hore C bl M dea, )
abebvonyritonbbobasbywebune

next doory AS residents nait-
AP c4['~ A
the flames with. garden hoses, -

| o R Liacgnt ' ‘
: the fire jumped from roof to roof OW three— -C
stoxy buildings. Within the hour the entire block was # T
. bu ) b the drsonaf
“°r- == ¢ ~flameg. The ninth house in the rov : iewbq .-
| who had thrown the Molotov cocktail.’ e . S A
In dome areas residents organized rifle squads to _ . .
protect firefighters. Elsewhere the firemen were subjected
: . . . .
to curses, rock-throwing.ww-- -
i l °* 'a I : I l ) . I I li ] I . '
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PR Twenty-—four—year—old E. G,, a Negro born In: Savannah,- -~

protection orders are to withdraw, do not try to put out
1;he fires!® |
It was 4:30 P.M., when Ehe firemen, some of ihem ex-

hausted by the héat,_abandoned an area of approximately

100 aquare‘blocks on either side of 12th Street to await
protection from éolice and National Guardsmen. During

the course of the riot firemen were to withdraw 283 tlmes.
naéﬂFlre Chief Charles J. Quinlan estimated that pt least
two~thirds of the buildﬁ%royed W spi:eading
fires rather than set at the scene. Of the 683 struc-
tures involved, approximately one~third were residential,

The
and In few if any,of these wﬁE"(f& rigina

Governor Gedrge Romney flew over the area between

90 p.M, , . '
~B8:30 an 2 neg. "It looked like the

city ‘had been bombed on the west side and there was an

‘areé two-and-a-half miles by three-and-a-half miles with

major fires, with entire blocks in flames," he told the

_. Commission. { / -

. ~ _
“7 .7 In the midst of Chuvey somevavuna scopviue., BORBLLmER” ~ 7 "

Wg§e=unaxp§ated. |
. LY

Georgia, had affﬁveé—yﬁ-Detroit In 1965 én-aeénr to. attend
Wayne Staté University. Rebellion had been building  in” him -
for a long time because[’You just had to bow down to the
" white man~p[.|.|When the inéurance man'would come by he.

would always call out to my mother by her first name and we -
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were expected to smile and greet him happilyq.l.|.}nan,
I know he eould never have thought of me or my father
going to his house and ealling_his wife by her first name. .
Then I oﬁce saw a white man slapping a young pregnant Negro
woman on the street with such force that she just spun
arbundland fell., I'll never forget that.”

| When a friend called ta tell him about the riot at

12th Street E. G. went there expecting "a true revolt,".

" but was disappointed as soon as he saw the looting begin:

"I wanted to see the people really rise up in revolt.
When I saw the first person coming out of theistore with
things in his arms, I really-got sick to my stomach and
wanted to go home. Rebellion egainst the white supéressore
is one thing, but one measly pair of shoes or some food |
complete1§ ruins'the whole conceptr“ -

.B.-G. was standing ie'a crowd, watching firemen work,
when ?ire Chief Alvin Wall called.outEEEEEEEQ_for help from

a-ipg the spectators. E. G. responded. His reasoning was:

‘pink or blue, I'd help them if they were in trouble. .That's .

all there is to it."

He worked with the firemen for four days, thé& only

 Regro in an all—whiwdﬂmuﬁw.

Eiemermarra=iteyeer) Elsewhere, at scattered locations, a-

half dozen other Negro youths pitched in to help the firehen;“

8-18 ' . oo
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At 4:20 P,M, Mayor Cavanagh requested that the ‘
National_Guard_bc brought ictc Detroit. Although a
major portion of the Guard was in its summer encampment
200 miles away, Several hundredzxzzg conducting their

Thet cffrzumwr‘arfuu )
regular week-end drill in the city, ==-2—

thd-ﬁnnnd-u-n-ainaaﬂy-bu-iutq(33;I;:;u Wany eir o e :?d!-

By 7€M P-@éhe first ass

l.ihr troops were on che,streeta /ht 7:45 P.m. the mayor
isaﬁed a proclamation icstituting_a BE%b’P.M. to 3: A.M.
curfew. At 9:07 P.M; the firct sniper fire was reported.
Following his aerial survey of the,city, Governor Romney, .,
at or shortly before midnight, prccldimed thrat "a state of
public emergency exists“ in the cities of Detroit, Highland
-Park, and Hamtramck. . ' -
At 4: 45 P.M. a 68—year-cld white shoe repairman,
George Messerlian, had seen looters carryinq clothes frcm
a cleaning establishment next to his shop.. Armed with a
~ saber, he had rushed into the street, flailing'away at the
looters.,JOne Negro ycuth was nicked on the shoulder.
" Another, who had ncc been on the scene, inquired as tc what
had happened.‘ After hé had been told, he allegedly replied:ch.

. ®I']1l get the o0ld man for you!" )

o Going up to Messerlian, who had fallen or been knocked
to the 'ground, w}?{. beat him with a club Two other
Negro youths dragged the attacker away from the old man. |

-

‘It wds too late. Meésserlian died four days later” in the.~

8-19 _ L otow



hospital.

At 9:15 P.M, a l6-year-old Negro boy, superf1c1a11y
wounded while 1ooting, became the first reported gunshot
v;ctlm. .

At midnight Sharon George, a 23-year-old white
woman, together with her two brothers, was a passenger
in a car being driVen by her husband. After having dropped
- off two Negro friends, they were returning.home on one of
Detroit's mein avenues when they were slowed by a milling
throng in the street. A shot fired from close range
struck the car. The bullet spllntered in Mrs. George's
body. _she died less than two hours later.
. ~An hour before midnight a 45—year-old whlte man,
" ~Walter Grzanka, together with three whlte companlons, went
into the street. Shortly thereafter a market.was broken
into. Ineide the show.window a Negro-men;began filling - - -
bags with groceries end handing them to eonfederates out-
side the store. Grzanka twice went over to the store,"
L. accepted.bags, and placed them down beside his-companions-." ———
ecross the-street. on the'third occasion he entered the

market. When he emerged, the marketfg owner, Wer—as

crov o,
In Grzanka's pockets pol:l.ce founMgars,\Q/packages

.. .' ne B
- of pipe tobacco, andn*rﬂégrs of shoelaces. ce e mmes e

Before dawn four other looters wecre shot, one of them.

_ driving by in his car, shot and killed him. - A;“_ P CEREe

Teotem e '&CCldentally while struggllng with a- pollce officer;“'A e o o
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Negro fouth and a Kational Guardsman were injured hy

gunshots of undetermined origin. A private guard‘shotJuﬁft#”‘*‘
himself while pulling his revolver from hislpooket. -In

- the hasement of the 13th Precinct Police,Station a cue

ball, thrown by an unknown assailant, cracked against“

the head of a sergeant. ) '

. At about nidnight three white youths, armed with a
'shotgun, had gone to the Yoof of their apartment building,
located in an all;white’block,.in order, they said,'to
protect the building from fire. -At 2:45 A.M..a patrol car,
_”earrying poliee:officers anq Hational Guardsmen, reoeiveds_‘
& report of “snipers‘on the\roof.* As the patrol car |
_arrived, the manager of the building went to the roof to '
_tell the youths thef-haq better come down.

The law enforcement personnelosurronnded the building,
_some éoingtto the front, others to the rear. ‘As.thezmanager;-
together with the three youths, descénded the fire escape
in the rear, a National Guardsman, believing he heard shots

- from the front, fireWu—-ﬂx shot killed 23-

"~ year-old Clifton_Pryor. .
Early in ‘the morning a young white fireman and a

| 49 yeag;“’ ﬂS?ro homeowner were killed by fallen power lines.
By Monday swamismy Detroit police had been
'auqmented by BOO State Police officers and 1200 National

Guardsmen. An additional 8,000 Guardsmen we.2 on the way.
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Nevertheless, Governor Romﬁey'and Mayor Cavanagh had
decided to ask for/fEderal assistance. At 2:15 A.M. the
mayor called Vice President Hubett Humphrey, and was
referred to Attorney General Ramsey Clark. A short time
thereafterltelephone contact was established between
Governor Romney and the Attorneykcene;al.* |

There is some difference -of opinion about what
occurred oext. According to the Attorney General's office
the Governor was advised of the seriousness of the request.

'-and'told that the applicable federal statute required that,
beforehFederal troops could'be brought into the city, he

. would have to state tﬁat the situation had deteriorated to
the point that 1ooel.ahd state forces could no longer maio—

~tain law and order, According to -the governor, he was |

" under the impression that he was being asked to'declare that’
a-'state of inouirectionP existed in the oity. .

The governor was unwilling to make such a declaration,
conteﬁding'that, if he did, insurance policies would not
cover the loss inourred as a result of the riot. He and

" -the mayor decided to re-evaluate the need for federal trOOpS.
o Contact between Detroit and Washington was maintained-
throughout the early morning hours. At T A.M. the dis-

r1;)~:>'otder still showed no sign of abating. At one point; out

-

A little over two hours earlier, at 11l:55 P.M. Mayor
=Cavanagh had informed the U. §. Attorney General that a
"dangerous situation existed in the city." Details are
set forth in the Final Report of Cyrus R. Vance, covering -
the Detroit Riots, released on September 12, 1967. o
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of a total of 157 pieces of fire-fighting equipment, the
departrnent had only four to guard&%f the
city‘ou% The governor and the
mayor decide'd to make a renewed request for /edera‘l-troops.
fShortly before noon the President of the United lStates '
authorized the sending of a task force of paratroopers to
" Selfridge Air Force Base, near the city. A few minutes
past %.M., Lt.*General John L. Throckmorton, commander
of Task Force Detroit, met Cyrus Vance, .
tesithe Secretary of Defense, at the air base. Approximately
"an hour later the first}AToops hesen 'arri.ﬁ?-t..
After meeting with state and municipal officials, Mr.
Vance, amf+ General 'rhrockm'erton, tegesivor MW Governor -
3 .Romneyl and Mayor Cavanagh, made a tour of the city, which

lasted until 7:15 P.M. During this tour Mr. Vance and

° Geéneral 'I'hrockmorton lcame to the conclusion! independentlﬂ
that - msubstantiawnational
Sy
Guar‘axm)not yet been committed ; o8 they had seen no loot-

. .ing_or sniping, and X the fires t=ven m appeared

..to be.coming under control -~ injection.of ,federal tr00ps .

P would be premature. : ) B

As the riot alternately waxed and waned, one area of
the g'hetto' remained insulated. On the northeast side the
" residents of some%uare blocks inhabited by 21,000 °

persons had, in 1966, banded together in the Positive.

AN :
Neighborhood Action Committee (PNA%)' "With professional
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help from the Institute of Urnan Dynamics, they had
organized block clubs and made plans for the improvement
of the neighborhood. In order to meet the need for .
recreational facilities, which the city was not prouiding,
they had raised $3,000 to purchase empty lots for play-
grounds. Although opposed to urban renewal, they had
"agreed to co-sponsor. with the Archdiocese of Detroit a
housing projlect to be controlYed jointly by .the archdiocese
and PNAC. ' _ |
When the riot broke out, the residents, through the
block'clubs, were able to organire quickly. .foungsters;

..agreeing to stay in the neighb rhood, participated in de-
Wt ie ‘

touring traffic. s many persons reportedly

athizad watd LALN op~
mﬁm-e rebellion against

the system ge—meeaguued, only two small fireé/—- one’
L bt in an empty buildingdr!(were set ) '

' During the - daylight hours Monday, nine more persons

~were killed by gunshots elsewhere in the oity,-and many

. others were seriously or critically injured. Twenty-three
year-old Nathaniel Edmonds, a Negro, was sitting in his
back yard when a young white man stopped his car, got out,

‘ and began an argument with hlm. A few minutes later,'
declaring that he was "going to paint his picture on’ him
with a shotgun,"™ the white man allegedly shotgunned Edmonus.°

to death,

/gﬁm—ﬂe‘d- 120k And-MEsrMetttE Llowwe neac m...'Ei'ng-
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Q’/?r).- %ﬂ;nc_ }%(l aw{': Ve /20 /ﬂ#jc 'ﬂﬁ‘\f Jdﬁm'.f;/?
on the porch of Mrs. Pack's house when ﬁolice-began | |
chasing looters from a ncarby market. During tire=ceoeseem ‘
' the chase officers fired three shots from their shotabwﬁ-
-guwev The discharge from one of these aécidentali} struck
~the two women. Both were still in the hospital weeks
later. _ | ; - |
| Included among thoée critiéally injured when they
qeré accidentally.trapped in the line of fire were an
8-year~-old Negro girl and a 14;year*old vhite boy.

As darkness settled Monday euoa&ﬁg the number of
incidents reported_to police began to rise agaln.' hlthough
many turned out to be false, severai efwiren, involved in-
juries to police officers, natiohal quardsmen, and civilians
hhy gunshots of .undetermined origin. !irﬂatching the upward
trend of reported incidents, Mr, Vance and General N
Throckmortdn became convinced ﬁ%deral troops should beﬁﬁ“?é//

M’-‘M President Johnson

was so advised. At 11:20 P.M. he signed a proclamation

federalizing the Michigan National Guard and authorizing.
the use of the paratroopers. |

At this time there were nearly 5,000 Guardsmen in the
city, but fatigue, lack of training, and the haste/with
which they had had to be deplofed reduced their dffective-
ness. Some of the Guardsmen traveled 200 miles and then were

“on duty for 30 hours straight. Some had never received riot
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. + / . -
the paratroopers at\kvh.ﬂ. Tuesday, and which was, at

this time, considered to be the most active riot area in
the city. | | | _
Employed.as-a private guard, 55-year-old Julius L.
Dorsey, a Negro, Qas standing in front of a market whenl
accosted by two Negro men and a woman. They demanded he
permit them to loot‘the market. He lgnored their demands.
They begaﬁ to berate him. -He asked a neighbor to call the
‘police. As the arguméﬁt grew more heatéd, Dorsey fired
three shots from his pistol into the air.
The police radio reported: ELootefs, théy have
rifles." . A patrol car d:iﬁgn by a police officer and
ryiné three National Guafdsmen arrived. As the lootexs
_~=~d, the laé enforcement personnel opened fire. When‘the
firing ceased, one person lay dead.
| He was Julius L. Dorsey.
In two somamabe areas —- one consisting of a triangle
"formed by Mack, Grétiot, and E. Grand Boulevard, the other

surrounding Southeastern-ﬂigh School -~ firing began
! 'olt‘ . ' .
shortly aftef‘iﬂ{ﬁﬁfi.n. and continued for several hours,
. ) . . ' o

In-the first of the areas, a 22-year-old Negro comr
plaine& that he had been shot at by snipers. Lafer,'a
half dozen civilians and one National duardsman weré';ounded“;
by shots of ﬁndetermined origin. . _ | Ctenane

.. - .Henry Deﬁson,.a passenger in a car, was shot and._killed ..:
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when the vehicle's driverjeither by accident or intent,
failed to heed a w&rning to halt at a Nationél Guard
roadblock. _ |

Similar incidents occurred in the vicinity of
Southeasfefn High School, one of the National Guard staging
areas, As early as 10:20 P.M. the area was reported to be
Iuhder sniper fire. Around midnight‘there were two inci-
dents, the sequencé of which remains in doubf.

Sﬁortly before midnight anqld Powell, who lived three

is east of the high school and whose wife was, momen-
tarily, expecting a baby, a@sked the four friends with whom
he had ?een spending the evening to take him home. He,
together with Edward Blackshear, Charles Glover, and John
Léroy climbed into Charles Dunson's station wagon for the
short drive. ‘Some of the five ﬁay have been drinking, but
none waslintoxicated.- . |

To the north of the high school they were halted at a'’

National Guard roadblock, and told they would have to de-

-tour around the school and a fire station at Mack and St.-- - -

Jean strgets.pecause of the firing that had been occurring.
- Following orders, they took ﬁ circuitous route and aps vt
proached Powell's home from the south.

On Lycaste Street, between Charlevoix and Goethe,
fhey saw a jeep sitting at thé curb. Believing it.to.be ..°.
another roadblock, they slowed down. simultancopsiy a éhbt

- m oA

rﬁng out. A National Guardsman fell, hit in the ankle.
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Other National-Guardémen at the scene thought the
shot had come from the station wagon. Shot after shot was
directed against the vehicle, at least 17 of t ding
their mark. All five occupants were injured, John Leroy
fatally, ‘

At approximately the same time firemen, police, and

Streets, two and one-half blocks away, again came under
fire from what they believed were rooftop snipers.to the-

southeast, the direction of Charlevoix and Lycaste. The

police and Guardsmen responded with a hail of fire.
When the shooting ceased, Carl Smith, a young fire-
L

fighter, lay dead. An autopsy determined that the shot

_hgq.been fired at stre~* T-~vel, and;_aCFh*ﬂinﬁtn nnlice,
‘had probably come fro;n tne-'b’;outheast’ Jﬁ L o AU
. At 408 A.M. wﬁen.paratroopers, under the command of

. Col. A. R. quling, arrived at the high school, the area
w;s 50 daék and -still that the cﬁlonel thought, a# fifst}
that he ﬂad come to the wfbng place. .Investigating, he
discovered National Guard troops crouched behind the walls
of the darkéned bﬁilding; claiming ﬁhey were'pinned down

- by sniper fire. _

The éolonel immediately ordered all-of the iighEs in

the building turned on/ and his troops to show themselves

P as conspicuously as possible. In the apartmijfjgg;se across
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the street nearly every window had been shot out, and
the walls were pockmarked with bullet holes. The colonel
went into the building and began talking to the residents,
many of whom had spent tﬁe night huddled on the floor. He
reassured them no more shots would be fired,

According to pt. Gen. Throckmorton and Colonel Bcltjng,
the city, at this time, was saturated with fear. The
National Guardsmen wefe afraid, the ;esidents were afraid,

and the police were afraid. Numerous persons, the majority

. of them Negroes, were being injured by gunshots of undeter-

mined origin. The general and his staff felt that the
major task of the troops was to reduce the fear and restore
an air cf ﬁor?alcy. .

_I_ In order to accomplish this, every effort was made to
_establish.contact and rapport between the tr00ps and the..
residents. Troopers =-- -ii-hhln-unv 20 percent of whom
were Negrc ~~ began helping to ciean up the streets, collect

'garbage, and trace persons who had diSappeared in the con-

. fusion. _Residents in the neighborhoods responded.with soup....

" and sandwiches for the troops. In s arecas where the ~

Jn . . |

National Guard abi-nﬁiaﬂ to establish rapport with the
citizens, there was a similar responce. o
Hithin‘hours after the arrival of the paratroops the

____‘occcpied by them was the guietest in the city, bearing -

- out General Throckmorton s view that the key to quellinq a

o:nhn-u

—@isorder is tc saturate an area with "calm,- determineﬁ and -~ -
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hardened professional soldiers." Loaded weapons, he
believes, are unnecessary. Troopers had strict orders
not to fire unless they could see the specific person at
whom they were aiming. Mass fire ﬁas forbidden.
During five days in the city, 2;700 Army troops ex-
pended only 201 rounds of ammunition, almost all during
- " the first few hours, after which even stricter fire dis-
cipline was enforced. »Mibhewsh Hundreds of reports of
'n\_«twf' i thewa ‘
sniper fire -- a—magax&ty false —— continued to pour _into
" police headquarters; the Army logged only amﬂ»quuﬁkyaﬂxn
No paratrooper was inJured by a gunshot. Only one person
was ¥njured b}é Army persennrel. He was a young Negro who
was killed when he ran into the line of fire as a trooper,
" aiding police in a raid on an apartment, aimed at a person

he believed to be a sniper.

General Throckmorton ordered the weapons of all mili-

tary personne%runloaded but‘the order either,failed to

@ reach (or elseAwas disobeyed ﬁ many Natlonal Guardsmen ,\

Even as the general was requesting the city to relight

-'_-"

the streets, Guardsmen continued shooting out the lights,

o’

and there are reports of dozens of ShotS'being fired to
dispatch one light. At one such 1ocation, as Guardsmen were -
shooting out the stree4lights, a radio newscaster reported

. himself to be pinned down by "sniper fire."?TOn the same

-day that the general was attempting to restore normalcy by

orderlng street barricades taken down, Guardsmen on one
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lstreet were not only, in brbad.daylight, ordering people
off thé s?reet, but off their porches_apd away from the
windoﬁs._ Tw6 persons who failed to respond to the order
quickly enough were shot, one of them faEhlly. |
| The general himself reported an incident of a Guards—
man "“firing across the bow" of an automobile that was
approaching a roadbloékﬂ]As in Los Angéles two years earlier,
| roadblocks that were ill-lighted and iil-defined -— often
consisting of nc more than a trash barrel or similar object
with Guardsmen standing nea{:Ly --'provédla continuous
hazard to motorists. At one such roadblock, Nationai/Guard
Sergeant Lgrry Post, standing in the street, was ¢ _ t
in a sudden cross-fire iég; his fellow guardsmen aambieege
~ opened up on a vehicle. He ﬁas_the only soldier killed in
the 'r'_m. ” o |
-Wifh ﬁersons of every description arming theﬁéﬁlves,
2and guns being fired accidentally or on the vaguest pretext
ali over the city, it became more and moré_impossible.to
_ tell who was shooting at whom. Some firemen began carfying
guns. One accidentally shot and wounded a fellow fireman.
Another injured himself. | _
-The chaos of a-riot, and the difficulties faéed by . -
police offirars, are demonstrated by an incident‘that oc- |
curred a {. Tuesday.

n 12
A unit of tweldwe officers received a call to guard
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firemen from snipers. Whep they arrived at the corner of
Vicksburg and Linwood in the 12ph Street area, the inter-
section was well-lighted by the flames completely enveloping
one building. Sniper fire was directed at the officers from
an alley té the north, and gun flashes wefe obgserved in two '
buildings. o |
" As the officera advanced on the'two bﬁildings, Patrol-

man Johnie _ié] Hamilton fired sgvergl rounds E;om'his

machinegun. Thereupon;

.to fire from a new direction, the east. EKamilton, struck

the officers were suddenly subjected

by four bullets, fell, critically injured, in the intersec-
- tion, As two ¢ icers ran to his aid, they too were hit.
By this time other units of the Detroit Police Depart-

~ment State Police, and National Guard had grrived on the
ooy d wlh o« b :

-- - -- scene,; and the area was

In
Amidet the confusion the snipers who had initiated the

of qunfire.

shooting escaped. ‘

At 9:15 P.M. Tuesday, July 25, 38-year-old ﬁack Syﬁnor,
.a.Negro, came home drunk.- Taking out his pistol, he fired

-one shot into an alléy. A few minutes later the policé

e - arrived. As his common-law wif;.took refuge in a closet,
) Syﬁnor waited, gun in hand, while the police fﬁfced open
ﬁhe door. Patrolman Roger Poike, the first to enter, was .
shot by Sydnor. QQggzﬁgEﬁgé%g critically injured, the
‘officer managed to get off six shots in return. Police
.... within the building and ‘on the street then poured a hail of .

fire into the apartment. When the shooting ceased, Sydnor's

- B8-34



body, rlddled by the gunflre, was found- 1y1ng on thc
ground outside a window.

Nearby, a.State Police officer and a Negro youth were

truck and seriously injured by stray bullets. A= in
other cases where the origin of the shofs was not immedi-
ately determlnable, police reported them as "shot by '
sniper '

@ Reports 6f ibeavy sniper fire" poured into'police )
headquarters'from the two blocks.surrounding the apaftment
house where the battle with-Jack Sydnor had taken ﬁiace.
National Guard troops with two tanks were dispatched to

" help flush out the snipers.qIShqts continued to be héard,_
throughou®d the neighborhood. At approximately midnight

Ysra ot dracne s ao T
-'-~(the precise tfﬁEﬁgﬂLT I

k= f

#6 —— a machine

gunner on a tank, startled.by several shots, asked the
~assistant gunner where the shots were coming from. ~ g

a flash in the window of an apartment house from which

there had been earlier reports of snlpingéﬁfﬁe assistant

(;h?unner pointed toward .

~ The machine gunner opened- flre. As the slugs ripped .
. neanly atwntred The arm e D
through the window and walls of the apartmentl.Zlfyear-cld

Val:.er:.e Rood h’“’yh* et i 2t the shoulder.

_--"'—‘-_—
Her 4-year-old niece, Tonya pianaing, toppled dcad za a .50

‘wﬁbm
.caliber bullet\p&eue&-%haougﬁfher chest.

-

' A few seconds earlier, 19-year-old Bill Hood, standing
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broke out. Concerned about whatt"ﬁghgégigﬁsiato the
house, R. R. decided to fly to Detroit¢rcgn Wednesday,JhA1%JL,>

=BG, When he arrived at the hou:.se,A he discovered

the tenants were not at home. _

&R, 'then called his attorney, who advised him to ’
take physical possession of the-nouse/c:nd, for legal .
protection, to take witnesses 'along. ' _

Together with his.i7—year—old brother and another white

youth, R. R. went to the house, entered, and began changing
: bt~

the locks on the doors., For protection they

trhach
a .22 caliber rifle}l” R. R.'s brother took bhe=guainto the

cellar and fired f:;;:t:/a plllow\ff::ff:f/ﬁo test it.
|.")'\
' .M

Shortly after .y R. R, called his attorney to ad-
';vise him that the tenants had returned, and he had refused
to admit them. . Thereupen, R. R. aileged, the tenants had -
threatoned'to obtain the help of the National Guard. The
attorney relates that he was not particularly concerned‘ and
qg/ bhat He 3&2:;2&4(. R. that if the National (Guard did appear
.- -~-he should have the officer in charge call him (the attorney)- - -
- At approxinately the same time the Qational Guard claims:
it received information to the effect that several men had
.==.:- :-@victed the legal occupants.of the house, taken in weapons
and ammunition; barricaded the house, and intended to start
sniping\efg:tfgp after dark. ..
-- A National Guard column was dispatched to tne scene.’

ees Shortly after?;iP.M;q in the half-light of dusk; the column® .
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of approximately 30 men surrounded the house. A tank
took position on a lawn across the street. The captain
commanding the column placed in front of the house an
explosive device similar to a firecracker. After setting
this off ig_order to'draw the attention of the occupants
to the presence of the column, he called for them to come
out of the house. Ho attempt was made to verify the truth
" or falsehood of fhe allegations regardiﬁg snipers.
wWhen the captain reéeive&'no reély from the‘houéef he
began counting to 0. As he was ;ounting,lhe said, he
heard a shot, the origin of whic£ he could not determine,
A few seconds later he heard another1shot and saw a "fire _
streak™ éoming from an ﬁpstéirs window. He thereupon gaQe_
~the order to fire., ‘ - .
According to the thrég'young mén,.they'were on the
d floor of the house and completely bewildered by the
barrage of fire that was unleashed against it. As hundreds
of bullets créshed through the first and'second-story win-
 ‘. '''' - - dows and ricocheted off the walls, they dashed to the third
- floor. Protected by a large-chimney, they huddled iﬁ_a
-ﬁcloset until, during_a Jull in the firing,'they were‘ab;e to -
: wave'an item of clothing out of the window as a sign. of
surrender. They were arrested as énipers. L
The firing from rifles and machine guns had been so

al enflucled

intense that in a period of a few minutes

more than $10,000 haf%h—efjdamage. One of a pair of stone .
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columns was shot nearly‘in half.

Jailed at the 10th Precinct Stationl sometiﬁe
Wednesday night R. R, and his two companions were taken -
from their cell to an "Alley Court,"” police slang for

:an unlawfui attempt to make prisoners confess. A police
officer, indieted for the offense, ellegedly administered
such a severe bept;ng to R. R. that the bruises etill
were visible two weeks later. . _

R. R.'s i?—yeer-old brother had his skull cracked
open, and was threwn back into the cell. He was taken to
a hospitel only when other arrestees complained that he

was bleedlng to death,

At the preliminary hearing twaiye days 1ater the ‘

'prdsecutlon presented only one witness, the National Guard
captain who had given the\order to fire. The police -
officer who had signed the original complaint was not asked
to take the stand. The charges against all three of the
young men were dismissed.

- ' a?xghmaf
Nevertheless, the morning after the lncident eeeusﬁeé a

major metropolitan newspaper in another_section of the

country had composed the following banner story from wire - - .-

service reports:
2 ""[ "~ "DETROIT, July 27 (Thursday} -- Two National Guard
hhjm“r ] tanks ripped a sniper's haven with machine guns Wednesday

night and flushed out three shaggywhaired white youths.




in the.ﬁindow, had lighted a cigarette. .

Down the street, a bystander was critically injured
by a stray bﬁllet. Simultaneously, the John C. Lodge
Pfeeway, two blocks away, was reported_td be gomines under
sniper firé. Tahks and National Guard troépa were sent
to investigate. At thé Harlan-nouse Motel, ten blocks
from where Tonya Blanding‘héd died a short time earlier,
Mrs. Helen Hall, a SI-year-old white ﬁusinesswoman, opened
the drapes of the fourth floor hall window. Calling-out-

to other éuests, éhé exclaimed: "Look at the tanks!"™

She died seconds later as bulleté began to slam into
thé building. As the firing ceased, a l19-year-0ld Marine
P?ruu., carrylng a Springfield rifle, burst into the

~building. When, accidentally, he pushed the rifle barrel
through'a window, the firing commenced anew. The Harine}---j---
who-had just decided "to help out” the 1aw_enf0rcement
persénnelt was exonerated in Mrs. Hall's death.

R. R., a white 27-year-old coin dealer, had bought
a three—storﬁy house on' "L" Street, an integrated middle-'”

At ond
‘class neighborhood. In May of 1966 Rr—Rer—widh his wife
‘and child/ had moved to New York and had rented the house ~m:
> young'men. After several months he began to have’
prooiems with his tenants. On one occasion he repofted to
his attorney that he had been threatened by them,

_ In March of 1967, R. R, instituted eviction proceedihgs,
agrinst—the—tonants. . These were still pending when the riot'~
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'génfessions. Dozens of charges of pﬁ;ice brutality
emanated from the station as prisoners ﬁere brought in
uninjured, but later had to be taken to the hospital.

; 1]In the absence of the precinct commander, who had trans-

| ferred his headquarters to fhe riot command post at a
nearby hospital, discipline vanished. Prisoners who re-
quested that they be permittéd to notify soméone of their
arrest were alméﬁt invariably told that: "The telephohes
are out of order.“; éongrgssman Conyers 2tﬁte'Rép—

-‘ resgntative Del Rio, who went tb‘the station hoping to co-
ordipéte wiih the police the establishing of a community
patrol, were so upset by what they saw that they clianged
their minds ind gave up on the project.

" oA young woman,‘brought into the station, was told to
strip. After she had done s0, ahd.while_an offic;r took
picfures with a Polaroid camera, another officer came up
‘to her and began fondling her. The negaiiﬁe of one of the
pictures, fished out of a‘wastebasket, sﬁbsequently was

turned over to the mayor's office.
Smper -

citing’ the, danger Sron=chipase, officers throughout . .

g A g ) ; bmt _ g 2

~ the department had taken off theirhetal badges. Tkey also
had taped over the license plates and the numbers of the.

police cars, so—that 3§entification of individual officers

became virtually impossiblé.
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charges,

Prosecution is proceeding iﬁ the case of three youths
in whose shotgun deaths law enforcement personnel were
implicated foliowing a report that snipers were f;ring
from the Aldiers Motel. 1In fact, there is little evidence
~ that anyone fired from inside the building. Two witnesses
say that they had seen a man, standing outside of the motel,
fire two shots from a' rifle. The interfogatidn of other
persons revealed thaé law enforcement personnel then shot
" . out one or more stree%lights. ﬁélice patrols responded to
the shots. An attack was launched on the motel.

| The picture is further complicated by the fact that

this incident occurred at roughly the same time that the
National Guard was directing fire at the apartment house -
in which Tonya Blanding was killed. The apartment house
was only six blocks distant from and in a direct line with .. _
the motel.

The killings occurred when officers began on-the~
spot questioning of the occupants of the motel in an effort  _.
to discover weapons used in the "sniping." Several of
thosg questioned reportedly were beaten.. One was a Negro
-ex—pératrooper who had only recently been honorably dis;
charged, and had gone to Detroiﬁ to look for a job.

Although by late Tuesdéy/ looting and fire-—bombihg

had virtually ceased; between 7:00 and 11:00 P.M. that
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A;fﬂb% of ,
night there were 44a\incidents.feperted. Most wcre reports

of snipér fire.

During the daylight hours of July 26th, there were
534 such reports. ®hat—enening Between 8:30 and 11;700 P;M.-
there were 255, As they proliferated, the pressure on-
law enforcement officers to uncover the snipers became
intense. Homes were broken into. Searches were made on
the flimsiest of tips. A Detroit newspaper headline aptly
proclaimed: . "Everyone's Suspect in No Man's Land."

Before the arrest of a young woman IBM operator in the

b’?"ﬂ't'rt "JL/I"

City Assessor’'s office eaé%@a attention to the situation,on

4

Friday, July 28th, any person with a gun in ﬁis home was .i:z:ia
liable to be pickea up as a suspect.

of the 27 persons uhs—ueag’charged with sniping, 22
had charges against them di;miséed at preliminary heaxingéi
and the charges against two others were dismissed later.
One pleaded guilty to possession of an unregistered gun
and was given a suspended sentence. Trials of two -- one
on a reduced charge -~ are pending.

In all, more than 7,200 persons were arrested. Almost
3,000 of thesé were picked up on the second day of the
swriﬁt, and by midnigh£ Monday 4,000 were incarcerated in
makeshift jails. Some were kept 35‘g£;E as 30 hours on

buses. Others spent days in an underground garage without

toilet facilities. An uncounted number were people who had

_ St L o Wy
merely becn unfortunate FR=tsce on t e[gtreet at the wrong.
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time, ir=thee N _/Included were members of the

-___—-‘_"-_
press whose attempts to show their credentials iwren—thoy
. had ﬁ—c.c-ﬁ/

=were’ ignored. Released later, they were

chided for not having exhibited their identification at
the time of their arrests,

The booking-system proved incapable of adequaﬁelf
handling the large number of arrestees. People became
lost for days in the maze of different detenticn fécilities.
Until the later stagés, bail was deliberately\s:?—g? high/
Q&, often \;5)10,000 or more. Exen-whos It became
;pparent that this policy was unrealistic and unworkable;
and the Prosecutor's office.began releasing on low bail

or their ovn recognizance hundreds of those who had been

h-pickec'i upi%he f:ci:“t:r:s rot publicized for fear of antag ), -
ganizing thosqufffgzg>whq had demanded a high-bail policy.
Of the 43 persons who were killed during the riot, 33
Negro and 10 were white. Seyenteen were looters, of
whomi two were white. Fifteén-citizens (of whom four were
white), one white National Guardsman, one white fireman,
and one Negro private guard died as the result of gunshot
wounds. Most of'tﬁese deaths appear £o have been acciden-
tal, but criminal homicide is suspected in some.
Two persons, including one fireman, died as a recsult

of fallen power lines. Two were burned to death. One was

a drunken gunrman, gne an arscn suspect. One was a white

E . 8”45 ) oo



“million,\Quickly

1

man killed by a rioter. One was a police officer felled
by a shotgun blast when é;; gun, in the hands of another
officer, accidentally discharged during a scuffle with
a léoter. |

Action by police officers accounted for 20 and, very

likely, 21 of the deaths. Action by the National Guard

: e W, .
for Y, -.d, very likely) - :tion by the Army for ¥

Two deaths were the result of action by store owners.
Four persons died accidentally. Rioters were responsible
for two, and perhaps three of the death53 f private guard'

for one. A white man is su5pected'2£/;hrdering a Negro

. youth, The perpetrator of one of the killings in the

Algiers Motel remains unknown.

Damage estimates, originally set as high as 5500
%Efgff:fgzgg.scaled down. The city assessor's
office placed the loss -~ éxcluding business stock, private
furnishings, and the buildings of churches and charitabl
institutions -- at approximately $22 million. Insurance
payments, according to the State Insurance Bureau, wili
come to about $32 million, representing an estimated 65

75 percent of the total loss.

¥ -

" Thur ed from the

city on Saturday. Oon Tuesdéy, August 1, the curfew was

lifted and the National Guard moved cut.
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SECTION 1

PROFILE -- TAMPA -~ FINAL

1967,
On Sunday, June ll,ATampa, Florida, sweltered in

the 94=degree heat. A humid wind ruffled the bay, where
thousands of persons el watched the hydroplane races.
Since early morning the Police Department's Selective
Enforcement Unit, designed as a riot control squad, had
been employed to keep order at the races.

At 5:30 b.M., a block from the waterfront, a photo
supply warehouse was broken into. Forty-five minutes
later two police officers spotted three Negro youths as
they walked near the State Building. When the youths
caught sight of the officers, they ducked into an alley.
The officers gave chase. As they ran, the suspects left
a trail of photographic equipment, seattered—frem—the- %’,
yeowpaper—begs—they—were—eariyine . -

The officers transmitted a general broadcast over
the police radio. As other officers arrived on the scene,
a chase began through and around the streets, houses, and
alleys of the neighborhood. When Negro residents of the
area adjacernt to the Central Park Village Housing Projec*
became aware of the chase, they began to participate.

Some attempted to help the officers in locating the sus-
pects.

R. C. Oates, one of the 17 Negroes on the 500-man
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Tampa police force, spotted 19-year old Martin ChamberE;g N
bare to the waist, wriggling .mssses beneath one of the
houses. Oates called for Chambers to surrender. Ignoring
him, Chambers emerged running from beneath the house. A
white officer, J. L. Calvert, took up the pursuit.

Pursuing Calvert, in turn, were three young Negroes,
all spectators. Behind one of the houses a high cyclone
fence created a two-foot wide alley twenty-five feet in
length,

As Chambers darted along the fence, Officer Calvert
rounded the corner of the house. Calvert yelled to him
to halt. Chambers ignored him. Calvert, who had flunked
his last marksmanship test, pointed his .38 revolver and
.fired. Ghamber;:igfe slug enter:zg f:?ngﬁcﬁnand pgssﬁgg
complg;zi? through his bodyXAsaineﬁﬁhis hands over his
head_ s clutched at the cyclone fence,

When the three youths running behind Officer Calvert
came upon the scene, they assumed Chambers had been shot
standing in the position in which they saw him. Rumor
quickly spread through the neighborhood that a white police
officer had shot a Negro youth who had had his hands over
his head and was trying to surrender.

The ambulance that had been summoned became lost on
the way. mminibefallowad ik  Fhe gathering crowd
viewing the bloody, critically injured youth.g¥kggg in-

creasingly belligerent.
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schools by the athletic conference,
-

-

neéghburhe&&v‘lLess than a month before, police-community

relations had been severely strained by the actions of a
pair of white officers who were subsequently transferred

to another beat.

Shexbdy—ateer Officer Oates returned to the ?ff%ai‘
beguﬂ—seethéng.(i?{tempting to convince the crowd to dis-
perse of—ibb—own—aaeordy he announced that a complete

1nvest1gat10n would be made into the shooting. He seemed

te be making headway when a éE:Ig—eﬁytng-hyueerteaiiy

pertaning
that the police had killed her brother —eame—tiniingcdown
Clagmisers, ot tiwrned rl, wpa nef han bnetie, #”‘L“”“'ﬁ‘*'fjﬁ;”*z)

bha-stne;tqi' galvanized the crowd. Rock-

throwing began. Police cars driving into the area were
stoned. The police, relying on a previous experience when,
after withdrawal of their units, the crowd had dispersed,
decided to send no more patrol cars into the vicinity,.

This time the maneuver did not work. From nearby
bars And tawdry night spots patrons joined the throng. A
window was smashed. Haphazard looting began. As fluid
bands of rioters moved down the Central Avenue business
district, whese stores whose proprietors were particularly
disliked were singled out. A grocery store, a ligquor store,
a restaurant were hit. The first firc was set.

Because of the dismissal of the Selective Enforccement



Unit and the lack of accurate intelligence information,
the police department was slow to react. Although
Sheriff Malcolm Beard of Hillsborough County was in
contact with the Department throughout the evening, it
was not until apszgzimaﬁeéy 11:00 P.M. that a request for
deputies was made to him.

At 11:30 P.M. a recall order, issued earlier Sy the

police department, began to bring officers back into the,

. — MMJ
area. ngghted by the flames of burning buildingézhthe

streets in the vicinity of the housing project werg1LEE:>

Falling power lines whipped sparks about the skirmish
line of officers as it moved down the street. The popping
noise of what sounded to the officers like gunshots came
from the direction of the housing project. .
Potice
The officers did not return the fire. ¥—was announced

Md‘v‘

M&
\bve;-a—pub&&e—aédgees-eyaéem that anyone caught armed would

be shot. The firing ceased. Then, and throughout the
succeeding two days, law enforcement officers refrained from
the use of firearms. No officer:mr—my civiliang suffered
a gunshot wound during the riot.

Driving along the expressway, a young white couple,
Mr. and Mrs. C. D., were startled by the fires. Deciding to
investigate, they took the off-ramp into the midst of the
riot. The car was swarmed over. Its windows were shattered.

C. D. was dragged into the street.
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Molotov cocktailsY They were white,

All sasimeg the next day false reports poured into
Police Headqua'rj:ers. DLl Everyday scenes took on
s@ﬁnﬂaang tones. 'Twe—nty Negro men, bafed to the waist and
carrying clubs, were reported to be gathering. They
turned out to be construction workers. , ’
o .
- Mayor Nuccio\“-“"i""7{E;tb—uaaamtain—snaaﬂss1rdun
weet with residents. At their suggestion that the man
most likely to carry weight with the youngsters was Coach

Jim Williarns,‘ he placed a call to Tallahassee, where

Willjams was attending a coaching clinic.

An impressive-looking man with graying hair,

‘i%r‘nrost 48 hours after the shooting of Martin

Chambers H@Elliams arrived in Tam@ Together with

another coach he went to an eatery called The Greek Stand,
behind which he found a number of youngsters fashioning an
arsenal of bottles, bricks, and Molotov cocktails. As in
the crowds that were once more beginning to gather, the

principal ccmplaint was apewt the presence of the Mational
Guard, w“-';t' the residents asserted, gave fhem a feeling of
being hemmed in. Williams decided to attempnt to neaotiate

the removal of the National Guard if the peceople would agree

to keep the peace and to disperse.
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Emotions were starting to run high again all over
the city. Two Negro community leaders, Dr. James O.
Brookins and attorney Delano S. Stewart, were appg%&ed
by acquaintances that, unless the intensive patrolling
of Negro neighborhoods ceased, people were planning to
set fires in industrial districts that evening. Like
Coach Williams, Dr. Brookins and Stewart contacted
Sheriff DBeard.

Sheriff Beard had been in consultation with Robert
Gilder of the NAACP. Gilder was in touch with leaders
of the Negro youth, Some were college students who h-uﬂt
been unable to get summer jobs. One was a Vietnam wes
veteran who had been turned down for a position as a swim-

ming pool 1ifg guard. The youths believed that discrimina-

L —_—

tion had played a part in their
jobs.

The suggestion was made to Sheriff Beard that the
National Guard be pulled out of the Negro areas, and that
these young men, as well as others, be given the opportunity
to keep order, The idea made sense to the sheriff. He de-
cided to take a chance on the Youth Patrol. Participants
were identified first by phosphorescent armbands, and later
by white hats.

During the next twenty-four hours 126 youths, some of
vwhom had participated in the riot, were recruited into the

patrol. Many were high school dropouts.
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Section 2

PROFILE -- CINCINNATI -- FINAL

befrr ovder had been ncolned amn

On Monday, June 12, wht%ﬁ Tampa wae—eta&l—sao&de;aag,
L94-0 ’WV(M

trouble erupteg;in Cincinnati, 940—m4405—to—the—aee&hu

Beginning in October, 1965, assaults on middle-aged
white women, several of whom were murdered, had generated
an atmosphere of fear, im—she—eity. When) ie—became—lenown

ﬂ;az¢;4¢Q4w&~aaﬂud'aa

Strangler” radtee%ed—h*m—te—be a Negro, a new element of

the "Ciﬁcinnati

tension was injected into relations between the races.
In December, 1966, éi;g:; musician named Posteel

Laskey was arrested and charged with one of the murders.

In May of 1967 he was convicted and sentenced to death.
i&theagh'Fho of the principal witnesses against Laskey were
Negroes.é%ggﬁggggggsa—éa—ehe Negrc®eemmumity felt that,
because of'the charged atmosphere, he ﬁad not received

a fair trial.“They were further ineemrsed when, at about
the same time, a white man, convicted of manslaughter in

the death of his girlfriend, received a suspended sentence. )

Beepate—the—iaog;ehetzthe cases were dissimilar, there

was talk in the Negro community that the difference in btive

devionedtrated
seveonibyp=ef sentences wes—indieatiune—oE a double standard

of justice for white and black.

Follewine—bhaskeyleconviebion, A drive began in the Negvo

community to raise funds for an appeal. Laskey's cousin,



.Peter Frakes, began walking the streets I( Carrying a

sandwich board WMOWMMM
declaring: "Cincinnati Guilty -- Laskey Innocent." After

warning him several ti.mes alaenvi==ivhemaobivilvices , police

arrested Frakes on a charge of blocking pedestrian traffic.

iMﬂK" N;ﬁ: Saw hao
' sndinee ot f"’“’“ hovaasvrant s
eponlie. arrest as\l—hau“&nq—aa&oa-by—ﬂn-po-}éoe, similar

to the apparently selective enforcement of the city's anti-
1 70 o# Stvea
loitering ordinance. Between Januarv and June, eof-—some 240

it _
persons arrested under itb*“ Negro.

Prakes was arrested at 12:35 A.M. on Sunday)mn-img-,
June 11, That evening, concurrently with the commencement
of a Negro Baptist Convention, it was announced in one of
the churches that a meeting to protest the Frakes arrest
and the anti-loitering ordinance would be held the follow-
ing .nig“t at a junior high school in the Avondale District.

] ta&ﬂcWa}M a.n-r'ﬁwtmuﬁﬂl‘-‘m tae tontagl a3 past suend,

Without the city's realizing what was occurring, over -
the years protest through political and non-violent channela

betrma snintasingly
had&aea-buﬂng—non—and-mo difficult for Negroes. i, -

Nty vta,
uened-use—anﬂ-me-iubi-}e'l:'o ahe you.ng, militant e-llou

Although the city's Negro population had been rising '
swiftly -- in 1967, 135,000 out of the city's 500,000
residents were Negroes.-- there was only one Negro Attty
on the City Council. In the 1950's, with a far smaller

Negro population, there had been two. Negroes attributed
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Mmﬂ-mkltﬁvb vvle thrnagl a.ba&o&dhvf'm
thls to she—foet-that-bho—oityutiai—abolighed—sts pro-

portional representation system of electing the nine
councilmen, thereby—diivtim—the-diogsie—notes When a
Negro received the largest total vote of any of the
councilmen =-- traditionally the criterion for choosing
the mayor -- tradition was cast aside and a white man was
picked for mayor, iReeews.

Although, by 1967, 40 percent of the schocl children
were Negro, there was only one Negro on the Board of Edu~
cation. Of 8] members of various city commissions, only
one was a Negro.

Under the leadership of the NAACP, picketing took
place at the construction site of a new city convention hall
to protest lack of Negro membership in building trades unions.
It produced no results. When the Reverend Fred §hutt1esworth,

besan v ot Tha Lig Jogs of. dévnaratrnlicws

who had the Birmingham maseh of 1963,

staged a protest against alleged discriminatory practices at
o corvnilid o4

the County Hospital, he and his followers were arrested &es

tfespassing. After being sentenced to jail, Reverend

Shuttlesworth's sentence was suspended. Placed on probation,

L le deler haim
he was kept under the court'’s jurisdiction and-—preuvensed

from leading further non-violent protests.

Traditional Negro leaders drawn from the middle class

lost wemne-emd—more—ef-theid influence as promises made by
frodo wd
the city degenerated—inte petty results. In the spring of




1967, a group of 14 white and 14 Negro business and
community leaders, called the Committee of 28, talked
about12,000 job openings for young Negroes. Only 65
materialized. Almost one out of every eight Cincinnati
Negroes was unemployed. Two emt of every five Negro
families were living on or below the border line of
poverty.

A study of the West End Section of the city indicated
that one out of every four Negro men living there was out
of work. 1In one public housing area two-thirds of the
fathers were missing fxowm-the—heme. Of private housing
" occupied by Negroes, one-fourth was overcrowded and half
was dilapidated.

uwwmw,
In the 90-degree température of Monday, June 12tﬁ1

Negro youngsters roamed the streets. The two swimming

pools available to them could accommodate only a handful.

In the Avondale Section -- which-hadarup—ie—a—few—years
one
befewey—peen a prosperous middle class community, but now
contained more than half the city's Negro population --
~ wrk at

Negro youths watched white workers going to wheis—jebs in
white-owned stores and businesses. One youth began to count
the number of delivery trucks being driven by Negroes.
During the course of the afternoon, of the 52 trucks he
counted, only one had a Negro driver. Hisfz::;t was re-

markably accurate. According to a study conducted by the
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Equal Employment Opportunities Commission,lless than 2
percent of truck drivers in the Cincinnati area are Negro.

Late in the afternoon the youths began to interfere
with deliveries being made by white drivers. Dr. Bruce
Green, president of the local NAACP chapter Qas noiified.
Dr. Green asked his colleague, Dr. Robert Reid, the direc-
tor of the Opportunities Industrialization Center, to go
and try to calm the youngsters. Dr. Reid found several
whom he knew, and convinced thém to go with him té the
Avondale Special Services Office to talk things over.

They were in—bhe~-pwopsasa-ef drawing up plans for a

. worel canma

meeting with merchants of the Avondale area/ when thero—tias
ah—inddeebben of an altercation at a nearby drugstore.
Several of the youths left the meeting and rushed over to

the store. Dr. Reid followed them, The owner of the store

was complaining to the police that|the youths[earlierlhad
been interfering with his business; he declared that he
wasn't going to stand for it.

Pr. Reid was attempting to acesse—e media . when a
police sergeant arrived and asked the officers what was
going on. One allegedly replied that theylhad been called
in because%\ "Young nigger punks were disrupting deliveries
to the stores."”

A dispute arose between Dr. Reid and the sergeant as

to whether the officer had said "nigger."” After further
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discussion the sergeant told the kids to "break it up!”
Dr. Reid, together with some of the youngsters, returned
to the Special Services Office. After talking to the
youngsters again, Dr. Reid left to attend a meeting else-

where. QI

Sevm ' ALLZ&(&%L
after, some of the youngsters begah—be

make—thaic_way—beward the junior high school, where the
meeting protesting the Frakes arrest and the anti-loitering

ordinance was scheduled to take place.
Wro
The police departmentA alerted to the possibility of a

and b peiece wene W
disturbancgﬂ mobilized i4e—fewees. However, besause—of

of &:::3 , A Gorma Nm rnllanie M“"“P““"W““ ;
were-an inciting factoqur Some months earlier, when Ku
Klux Klansmen had been attracted to the scene of a speech
by Stokely Carmichael, a Negro crowd, reacting to the heavy
police patrolling, had gathered about the car of a plain-

on Monday, June (2)
clothesman and attempted to overturn it mw/the department

decided to withhold its men from the immediate area of the

meeting.

‘,uwv.t
It appeareéias if this policy might be rewarded emeiiy
‘va-*v-"\r

Neay the snd :
tewardthe—ciape of the rally,Ya Negro real estate broker

arose to defend the police and the anti-loitering ordinance.
The youngsters who had had the encounter with the police

officers only a short time earlier were incensed. When the
meeting broke up a missile was hurled through the window of

a nearby church. A small fire was set in the street. A
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MoiotoQ cocktail was thrown through the wihdow of a drug store.

The police were able to react quickly. Theré was only
one major confrontation between them and the mob. Little
resistance was offered.

Although windows were broken in some two dozeh stores,
there was virtually no looting. There were 14 arrests,
some e&—them—aet%%énnected with the disturbance. Among
those arrested was a community worker, now studying for a
doctorate at Brandeis University. When he went to the area
to help get people off the streets, he was arrested and
charged with loitering.

The next morning a judge of the Municipal Court, befpre
whom most of the persons charged were to be brought, éﬁﬁ%ﬁd
&hat he intended to mete out the maximum sentence to anyone
found guilty of a riot-connected offense. Although the’
judge later told the Commission that he knew his statement
was a "violation of judicial ethics;" he said that he made
it because the "city was in a state of siege,"” and he in-
tended it to act as a deterrent against further violence.

Maximum sentences were, in fact, pronounced by the
judge on all shose=whe—wesae convicted in his céurt, regard-
less of the circumstances of the arrest, or the background
of the persons arrested. a® ﬁolice were chargigg::;ite.
persons arrested puia.&p.iiy‘;ith disorderly conduct -- for

which the maximum sentence is 30 days in jail and a $100

however
fin?jr—-but‘&any Negroegﬁwere charged with violation of the
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Riot Act -- for which the max:.mum sentence is one year

in jail plus a $500 flnec)— The mpression among a major

portion of the Negro commun:.ty w&ﬁm O

Wﬂpﬂﬂﬂﬂ{ discrlmlnatory justice.
,U.a.M Platnnd

Tuesday morn:.ng a list of 11 demands and grievances

stemming from the Monday night meeting was—presented—iy

Negro—boadess to the municipal government. Included were

deﬁands for repeal of the anti-loitering lew, release of
all prisoners arrested during the disturbance, full employ-
ment for Negroes, and equel justice in the courts.

Municipal officials agreed that the city council would
consider the demands. However, they rejected a suggestion
that they attend an open-air meeting of residents in the
Avondale section., City leaders did not want to give stature
to the militants by ;:;::ZIZEEZSQ them as the de facto
representatives of the community. Yet, by all indications,
the militants were the only persons with influence on the
people on the streets.

Mayor Walton H. Bachrach declared that he was "quite

surprised” by the disturbance because the council had

"worked like hell"™ to help Negroes. @s in other cities, )

Municipal officials, whose contacts were/( generally,with

a feay
t.h&-ﬁﬂﬂ.].]&po*‘uahaqo-ol'middle-class Negroes, appea ed not
a}

voiate
to realize the-da-nqe:—-pﬁeee-n-hed—by the peryeup frustrations

\ﬁl %tom
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Early in the evening a crowd, consisting mostly of
teenagers and young adults, began to gather in the
Whsw

7
Avondale DistrictWar a short pecied=sf time, wimm

A
@ no one appeared to give direction‘ to-&e—%ageom/ Wg

[
e

began to mill about. A few minutes before 7 P.M. cars
were stoned and windows were broken. - Police moved in to
disperse the gathering.

Fires 'were set. When firemen reached the scene they
were subjected—ee—e barrage‘%ks and bottles. A full-
scale conf'rontatior?::'etween pblice riot squéds and the
Negro crowd 4eek—pieee. As police swept the streets, people

scattered. According to the chief of police, at approxi-

| mately 7:15 SR, "All hell broke loose."” 2 ’
@ : ' i The zios dwminn

apwoed to other sections of the cityuw l;bst ok w

i
ﬂoeo—ﬁiaqaem-were—smm-&nd,\ the damage whey—seused was
ME minor M éf 40-0dd fires hetmmono—bomid reported before

o dawn only 11 resulted in a loss of more than $1,000, and
2-10 ) oted o
: on Fhe Fire Department logA only four asembeseed as having

!

—_—

el et
Sthe—dioorder spread made it M&x«d—b—“—nﬁ{ impossible to

determine its scope.

@ caused major damag_eﬁ‘%e confusion and rapidity with whicha)t

Many reports of fires set by Molotov cocktails, carg
being stoned, and windows being broken were received by the
police from several parts of the city. A white motorist --

who died three weeks later -- and a Negro sitting on his



: APl 300 N
porch suffered gunshot wounds. Omireus £umors >
an%}
of Negrogn raiding white neighborhoods, of shootings, and
of organization of the riotvaggfarly all of v’ hyvere

delrmu vied
discouesed later to be unfoundedﬁm.,—a‘Tﬁt I\

At 9:40 P.M., following a request for aid to surrounding
communities, Mayor Bachrach placed a call to the Governor

asking for mobilization of the National Guard.

Suard
At 2:30 A.M,, Wednesday the firstaunits eftheNaldionad

~Luand appeared on the streets. They followed a policy of

restraint in the use of weapons. Few shots were fired.
Vs

Two hours , the streets

were quiet.

INSERT Farm PAtE 2-9)
Tl4t\wggigeday afternggﬁjéb open sessiégéaf the city council

ua-heldxr—;he chamber was jammed with Negro residents, many

an
of whom gave vociferous support & their spokesmen / @he

criticﬁhe city administration. When the audience be-
came unruly, a‘'detail of National Guardsmen was stationed

outside the council chamber. Their presence resulted in a
misunderstanding, causing many of the Negroes to walk out,
and the meeting to Beme—se—ad end.

Wednesday night there were virtually no reports of
riotous activity until 9 P.M., when scattered incidents of
violence again began to take place. One person was injured
by a gunshot.

Despite fears of a clash between Negroes and SAMS --

white Southern Appalachian migrants whose economic conditions
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paralleled those of the Negroes -- such a clash was
averted.
H. "Rap" Brown, arriving inthe city on Thursday,

F'"‘+ -

i
attempted to capitalize Wpon the dlscontent/ ‘H;? list

of 20 "demands,' he—presented—were—eof—aueh a—soatiesshot,
lietabonial 3 el | et 1ed
Hheve—solen—4thom——Soriowslty. Their principal effect would
have been total removal of all white persons, whatever
their capacity, from the ghetto area. Demand No. 18
stated that "at any meeting to settle grievances . . .
any white proposal or white representative objected to
by black representatives must be rejected automatically."
No, 20 demanded a veto power over police officers patrol-
ling the community.

His appearance had no galvanizing effect. XIbWewgh

$cattered incidents occurred for three days after the

arrival of the National Guard, bhe—d*ee*des—nauai—aqa&n

- G — %« VRN F SR AV S S ‘)ﬁj ¥
ettt oot faonduanedt , tap T‘\;{hm crmat ¢ e TroA

Of 63 reported injuries, 12 were serious enough to
require hospitalization; 56 of the persons injured were
white. Most of the injuries were—incussedmueumipire resultip

thrown objects or ¢ glass shards. Of the 107 persons
arrested Tuesday night, when the main disturbance took
place, 75 were 21 yaaeoweb—eaec or younger. Of the total

of 404 persons arrestec})w 128 were juveniles/
and 338 were 26 ypoewsmegf-ages or younger. Of the adults
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arrested, 29 percent were unemployed.



PROFILE -- NEWARK -- FINAL

Section 4

“mmmmcwmnwm Tuso day ”‘a“"

June 20. That camae nAo
9n—thet-sume—Eueséay—atg;;;:;;;;:ﬁa? Newark,

New Jersey, M
. _ tovk & .
@ tumultuous meeting of the Planning Board

4 ‘!M‘ ]
W speaker after speaker

from the Negro ghetto arose to denounce the city's intent

to turn over 146 acres in the heart of the Central Ward

as a site for the F@ate's new medical and dental college.
The grewing opposition to the city administration

by vocal black residents had paralyzed both the Planning

Board and the Board of Education. Tension had been

rising so steadily throughout the northern New Jersey area

that, in the first week of June, Colonel David Kelly, head

Mmuncepad pricce
of the State Police, had met with #he chiefs efpodiee—of

ROSb—of—tire—munirebpad-i-biens to draw up plans for state police
support of city police wherever a riot developed. Nowhere
was the tension greater than in Newark.

Founded in 1666, the city, part of the Greater New York
City port complex, rises from the salt marshes of the Passaic

€

River. Althopgh in 1967 Newark's population of 400,000 still
@ among American municipalities, for the past

ranked it
20 years the white middle class had been deserting the city

for the suburbs.



In the late 1550‘5 the ‘desertions had become a rout.
Between 1960 and 1967, the city lost 3—met—tebal-e£ more
than 70,000 white residents. Replacing them in vast areas
of dilapidated housing where living conditions,. according
to a prominent member of‘the County Bar Association, were
so bad that "people would be kinder to their pets," were
Negro -migrants, Cubans and Puerto Ricans. In six years
the city switched from 65 percent_white to 52 percent Negro
and 10 percent Puerto Rican and Cuban. '

The white population, nevertheless, retained political
control of the city. On both the City Council and the
Board of Education seven of nine members were white. On
other key boards the disparity was equal or greater. 1In
the Central Ward, where the medical college controversy
raged, the Negro constituents and their white Councilman
found themselves on opposite sides of almost every crucial
issue. . |

The municipai administration lacked the ability to
respond quickly enough'to navigate the swiftly changing
currents. Even had it had great astuteness, it would have
lacked the financial resources to affect significantly the
course of events.

In 1962, seven-term Congressman Hugh Addonizio had
forged an Italian-Negro coalition to overthrow long-time

Irish control of the City Hall. A liberal in Conqress,

/\
\\§%E£;) Addonizio sshen—he—peenne—mayon, had opened his door to
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all people. Neqroeg,who haiizsen excluded from the
previous administration)bagan—bo—be brought into the -
‘governmeﬁt. The police department was integrated.

Nevertheless, progresé was slow. As the Negro popu-
lation increased, more and more of the politically oriented
"found the progress inadequ&te. )

The Negro-Italian coalition began to develop strains
over the issue of - the police. The police were largely
Italian, the persons they arrested largely Negro. Com-
munity leaders agreed that, as in many police forces, there
was a small minoriFy of officers who abused their responsi-
bility. .This_gave'an aura of credibility to the cries of
~ "Brutality!" Vgiced periodically by ghetto Negroes.

In 1965 Mayor Addonizio, acknowledging that there was

"a small group of misguided individuals" in the department,
declared that "it is vital to establish once and for all, in
. the mihés of the public, that chafgés of alleged police bru-
tality will be thoroughly investigated and the appropriate
legal or punitive action be taken if the charges are found
to be substantiafed."

Pulled one way by the Nedgro citizens who wanted a
Police Review Board, and thé other by the police, who

adamantly opposed it, the Mayor decided to buck all complaints

against the police to the FBI for investigation. Since the

FBI[: . ed i i oimed
poi&oe-éepagh-onh-y-unilcould act only if there had been a
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fedornt @

violation of a person's,civil rights, no complaint. was |
ever heard of again.

Nor was there much redress for other complaints.
The city had no money with which to redress themn.

The City had already reached its le§a1 bonding limit,
yet expenditures continued to outstrip income. Health and
welfare costs, per capita, were 20 times as great as forv
some of the surrounding communities. Cramped by its small
‘land area of 23.6 square miles -- one-third of which was
taken'up‘by Newark Airport and unusable marshland -- and
surrounded by independent jurisdictions, the city had no-
where to expand.

Taxable property was contracting as lanéluu. cleared
for urban renewal and-blen lay fallow year after year.

/ peviaps, v '
Property taxes had been increaseg"beyznd the point ofdbnuhthoﬁo

peeoLilLabde return. By the fall of 1967 they were to reach
$661.70 on a_$10,000 house' -; double that of éuburban
communities?' As a result, people were refusing either to
own or to renovate property in the city. ngenty-four per~
cent of whites and 87 percent of Negroes lived in rental
housing. Whoevér was able to move to the suburbs, moved.

Many of these persons, as downtown areas were cleared and

new office buildings were constructed, continued to work in

* The legal tax rate is $7.76 per $100 of market value.
However, because of inflation, a guideline of 85.27
percent of market value is used in assessing, reducing
the true tax rate to $6.617 per $100.
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the city. Among them were a.large proportion of the
peopie from whom a city normally draws its civic leaders,
but who, after moving out, tended to cease involving

. themselves in the community's problems.

Sines , Buring the daytim Ngwérk more than doubled
: ’-‘wuL“nu1:£”?Z“"’ '
its population - rced to provide services

for a large number of people who contributed nothing in

' property taxes. The city's per capita outlay for police,
fire protection and other municipal services continued to
increase. By 1967 it was twice that of the surrounding area.

Consequently, there was less money to spend on educa-
tion. Newark's per capita outlay on SChO?lS was considerably
~less than that of surrounding coﬁmunities.. Yet within the
city's school system were 78,000 children, 14,000 more than
ten years éarlier.

Twenty thousénd pupils were on double sessions. The
dropout rate was esfimated to be as high as 33 percent. Of
13,600 Negroes between.the ages of 16 and 19, more than
6,000 were not in school. Over half of the adul£ Negro popu-
lation had less than angx;ade education.

The typical ghetto cycle of high unemployment, family
breakup, and crime was present in all its elements. Approxi-
mately 12 percent of Negroes were without jobs. An estimated
40 percent of Negro children lived in broken homes. Al-
though Newark maintained proportionately the largest police

force of any major city, its crime rate was amona the highest
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in the nation. 1In narcotics violations it ranked fifth

nationally. Almost 80 percent of the crimes were committed

‘within two miles of the core of the city, where the Central

O s o0
Ward is located. A majority of the perpetfgiors were Negro.

Most of the victims, likewise, were Negro. The Mafia was
reputed to control much of the organized crime.
Under such conditions a major segment of the Negro

m
population became me:::::z::z:L militant. Largely excluded

from pesibtiens—ef traditional political power, MNegroes,

QLITANT™ 2o¢iaL ACTIVIT
tutored by a handful o § who had moved into the city
*—w_\

in the early 1960's, made use of the anti-poverty program,

in which poor people were guaranteed representation, as a

political springboard. This led to friction between the
United Community Corporation, the agency that adminis@ered
the anti-poverty program, and the city administration.
When it became known that the Secretary of~the Board of
Education intended to retire June 27, 1967, the militants pro-
posed athe ci£yfs budget director, a Negro with a master's
degre:\I;-;;E3;;EIHETTEEE—;;;—E;§E§E§§> The mayor, howevér,

had already nominated a white man. Since the white man had

only a high school education, and at least 70 percent of the
children in the school system were Negré, the issue of who
was to obtain the secretaryship, an important and powerful
position, guickly became a focal issue.

Jéfé?d»with the -imsue of the l46-acre medical scheed

site(_the—area of wirteh had been expanded to triple the
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warned that if the mayor sentinuednto—persist in naming

a white man as Secretary to the Board of Education, and
“in moving ahead with plans for the medical school site,
violence would ensue. The city administration played down
the threats.

On June 27th, when a new Secretary to the Board of

Education was to be named, the state police set up a command

post in the Newark armory. ((Qmﬁ“,,f£¢odﬂ Cquo&%il/

The militants, led by the local COREA chapter, dis-

rupted and took over the Board of Education meeting. The .

- grklot '

:a,p&g'was a stalemate. The incumbent secretary decided to
stay on another year. No one was satisfied. .

At the beginning of July there were 24,000 unemployed
N#groes within the-caﬁiinee—sf»the cit¥{ " Their ranks were
swelled by an estima;ed‘20,000 teenagers, many of whom, with
séhool out and the summer recreaction program curtailed due

to a lack of funds, had no place to go.

On July 8, Newark and East Orange Police attemptéd to

disperse a group of Black: Muslims.g-hh--i-ia-ieone-ei-a
hou-ru.u-piod-h,-ene-oi-hhom. In the melee that followed,
several police officers and Muslims suffered injuries’
necessitating medical treatment. The resulting charges and
countercharges heightened the tension between police and
Negroes.

Early on the evening of July 12th a cab driver . ~by—the

namede® John Smitb/,according to police reportstegan L

3
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tailgating a Newark police car. Smith was an unlikely
candidate to set a riot in motion. Forty yea'rs old, a
‘Georgian by birth, he had attended college for a year
before entering the tnitorimGeabtes Army in 1950. 1In 1953
he had been honorably discharged with the rank of Corporal.
A chess-playing trumpet player, he ﬁad Qorked as a musician
and a factory hand before, in 1963,'becoming a cab driver. -
As a cab driver, hg appeared to be a hazard. Within
a relatively short period of time he had eight or nine
accidents. His license was revoked. When, with a woman
passenger in his cab, he was stOpped‘by the police, he was .
in v%@lation of that revocation.
From the high-rise towers of the Reverend William
P. Hayes Housing Project, tﬁe—asesiéents can look down Mpon
the orange-red.brick facade of the Fourth Precihct‘Police
Station and obsefve'every movement. Shortly after 9:30 P.M.,
people saw Smith, who either refused or was unable to walk,
being dragged out of a police car and into the front door of
the_station.’iWithin a few minutes at least two civil rights
leaders.received calls from a hysterical woman declaring a
cab driver was being beaten by the police. When one of the
persons at the station notified the cab company of Smith's
arrest, cab drivers all over the city began learning of it
over their cab radios.

A crowd formed.on the grounds of the housing project
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Joined by Oliver Lofton, administrative director of the
Newark Legal Services Project, the Negré communitf leaders
inside the station requested an interview with Inspector )
Melchior. As they were talking to the Inspecéor =§§a:déag-thg
initiating qﬁ an investigation ieméeeennépe how Smith -had been
injured, the crowd outside beéame more and more unruly. Two
of the Negro spokesmen dégiifﬁ-ho-go outside to attempt .to
pacify the people. ‘

There was little reaction to the spokesmen's appeal that -
the people go home. The second of the two had just finished
speaking from atop a car when several Molotov cocktails
sméshed'against the wall of the police station.

“a’,{‘the call of "Firel"J Wemb—wp, most of those inside

- AN
the station, police officers and civilians alike, rushed out
ofi the front door. The Molotov cocktails had splattered to
the ground; the fire was quickly extingulshed.

Inspector Melchior had a squad of men form a line across

the front of the station. %M&m%e

police officers and the Negroes on the other side of the street
enueerbui.d-hh.—heattitbyw&#£1k04~$u¢-Vfakjﬂ qf’f"’f‘”‘”‘b
Three of the Negro leaders requested they be given another
opportunity to disperse the crowd. 1Inspector Melchior agreed
Ho—~let—them—tryr and prov1ded a bullhorn fesw-thewm.
, A Wo apparent That
As the three were the several hundred persons

who had gathered in the street and on the grounds of the hous-

ing project

e were

not going to disperse. A new strategy was devised. It was
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decided to attempt to channel the energies of the people into
a non-violént protest. While Lofton promised the crowd that
a full investigation would be made of the Smith incident, the
other Negro leaders began urging those on the scene to form a
line of march toward the city hall. |

Some persons joined the line of march. Others milled

an The narrow shheet . , Cavng
about‘A From the dark grounds.of the housing»projecgﬂa barrage
of rocks, eemmeneed. Some of them fell among the crowd. Others
hit persons in the line of march. Many smashed the windows of
the police station. The rock throwing, it was believed, was
the wqu of youngsterssum approximately 2,500 children lived
in the housing project.

Almost at the same time another Molotov cocktail flared
against the wall of the police station. An old car was set
afire in a parking lot. The line of march began to disinte-
grate. The police, their~#é;dq"protecbeé by World War I=-type
helmets, sallied forth to disperse the crowd. A fire engine,
arriving on the scene, was pelted with rocks. As police drove
people away from the station, they scattered in all directions.

A few minutgs laterMW

§ broken into. Some persons, seeing a smadl
caravan of cabs appear at city hall to protest Smith's arrest,
interpreted this as evidence that the disturbance had been oxr-
ganized)and generated rumors to that effect. |

However, only a few stores were looted. By about 2:30.

A.M., the disorder appeared to have run its course.






Citizens' Observer Program, which permitéed citizens to
ride in police cars and observe activities in the stations;
"a Police Cadet program; and others.,

Many of the programs initially had been received
enthusiastically, but -- as was the case with the "open
house/" wﬁr-heﬁ*m#nere -- interest m
<deem had fallen off. 1In general, the prograﬁs failed to
reach the hard-core unemployed, the disaffected, the school
dropouts ~-- of whieh Spina estimates there are 10,000 in
Essex County -- that constitute a major portion of the police
problem. ‘

. s Beports and rumors, including one that Smith had
died, circulated t.hrough the Negro community, ;Eension con-
tinued to rise. Nowhere was the tension greater than at
the Spirit House, the gathering place for Black Nationalists,
Black Power advocates, and militants of every hue. Black
Muslims, Orthodox Muslims, and memﬁers of the United Afro-
American Association, a new and growing organization that
follows, in general, the teachings of the late Malcolm X,
came,to mingle and exchange views. Anti-white playwright
LeRoi Jones held workshops. The two police-NeQro clashes,
coming one on top of the other, coupled with the unresolved
political issues, had created a state of crisis.

%f—n];f-méagté:y leaflets vere being—piinbotyp=end circu-

. of- :
lated in the neighborhoods cempristmg the Fourth Precinct.
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A "Police Brutality'Protest Rally" was announced for late

in—ehe afternoon in front of the Fourth Precinct Station.

Several television stations and newspapers sent news teams

to interview people. Cameras were set up. A crowd gathered.

A picket line was formed tq march .in front of the
police station. Between 6:30 and 7:00 P.M. James Threatt,
Executive Director of the Newark Human Rights Commission,
arrived to énnouncé to the people the decision of the Mayor
to form a citizens group to investigate fhe Smith incident,
and to elevate a Negro to the rank of Captain.

The response from the loosely milkiﬁg mass of people

was derisive. One y°:ﬂﬁftif shouteé "Black Power!" Rocks
were thrown at Threwtt,) The barrage of missiles that followed
placed the police station under siege.

As the rock—tbrowing momentarily ceased, the police
g;g:gé:;:;eh to-g::fzﬁi%h the crowa. According to Qitnesses,'
there was little restraint of language or action by either
side. A number of police officers and Neqgroes were injured.

-As on the night before, once the people had been dis-
persed, feports.of looting began.to come in. Soon the glow
of the first fire was seen. |

Without enoﬁgh men to establish conérol, the police
set up a perimeter around a two-mile stretch of Springfield

Avenue, one of the principal business districts, where bands

of youths roamed up and down smashing windows. Grocery and
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husband, who was driving, panicked as he approached a
National Guard roadblock. He slowed the car, then quickly
* swerved around. 'A shot rang out. When the family reached
home, everyone began piling out of the car. Ten-year-old
Eddie failed to move. ghot through the head, He was dead.
Although, by nightfall, most of the looting and burn-
ing had ended, and there were no longer any mobs on.the
street, repotts of sniper fire increésed. The fire was,
according to New Jersey National Guard reports, "deliberately
or otherwise inaccurate." Major General.James F. Cantwell,
Chief of staff of the New Jersey Departmené of Defensef
testified before an Armed Services Subcommittee of the House
of Representatives that "there was too much firing initially
against snipers" because of "confusion when we were finally
called on for help and our thinking of it as a military
action."

' "As a matter of fact," Director of Police Spina told
the Commission, "down in the Springfield Avenue area it was
so bad that, in my opinion, guardsmen were firiﬁg upon police
and police were firing back at them . . . I really don't
believe there was as much sniping as we thought . . . We have
since compiled statistics indicating that there were 79
specified instances of sniping."”

Several problems contributed to the misconceptions

regarding snipers: the lack of communications;--1ﬂmr1ﬂnﬂa!



Akt Dok sonialkilalhtd—iaialaetiotlias the fact that one

- shot might be reported half a dozen times by half a dozen
different persons as it caromed and reverberated a mile or

more through the city; the fact that the Natiopal Gﬁf;fau; . -a
troops lacked riot training. They were, aceeadingﬁpo—ﬁpﬁnl,
"young and very scared," and had had little contact with

Negroes. '

Within the Guard itself contact with Negroes had
certéinly been limited. Although, in 1949, out of a force
of 12,529 men there had been 1,183 Negroes, following the
integration of the Guard in the 1950's the number had de-

tetre wine
clined until, by July of 1967,,303 Negroes wamemiuwfie in a
force of 17,529 men.

On Saturday, Jq}y 15, Spina received a report of
snipers in a housing project. When he arrived he saw ap-
proximately 100 National Guardsmen and police officers
crouching behind vehicles, hiding in corners and lying on
the ground around the edge of the courtyard.qlsince every-
thing appeared quiet and it was broad daylight, Spina walked
directly down the middle of the street. Nothing happened.
As he came t» the last building of the complex, he heard a
shot. All around him the troopers jumped, believing them-

selves to be under sniper fire. A moment later a young

Guardsman ran from behind a building.“The Director of
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Police went over te—where—the—seldier—hed—crouched—dewrr,
and asked him if he had fired the shot. The soldier said
. yes, he had fired to scare a man away from a window; that
his orders. were ’ta P At ok g e :
SIS

Spina said he told the soldier: "Do you know what
you just did? You have now created a state of hysteria.
Every Guardsman up and down this street and every State
Policeman and every city policeman that is present thinks
that somebody just fired a shot and that it is probably a
sniper."

A short time later more “gunshots" were heard. In-
vestigating, Spina came upon a Puerto Rican sitting on a
wall. In reply to a question as to whether he knew "where
the firing is coming from?" the.man said:

"That's no firing. That's fireworks. If you look up
to the fourth floor, you will see the people who are throw-
ing down these cherry bombs."

By this time four truckloads of National Guardsmen had
arrived and troopers and policemen were again crouched every-
where looking for a sniper. The Director of Police remained
at the scene for three hours, and theckgmsessp-shot fired wwe
exeept the one by the Guardsman.

Nevertheless, at six o'clock that evening two columns

of National Guardsmen and state troopers were directing mass



fire at the Hayes Housing Project in reséonse to what they

believed were snipers.
’ On the tﬁ:ﬂ floor, Eloise Spellman, the mother of

several children, fell, a bullet tﬁrough her neck.

Across the street a number of persons, standing in
an apartment window, were watching the firing directed at
the housing projgct. Suddenly several troopers wirtuded-
ané began firing in the general direétion of the spectators.
Mrs., Hattie Gainer, a grandmother, sank to the floor.

A block away Rebecca Brown's h43>Year old daughter was
standing at the window. Mrs. Brown rushed to drag her to
safety. As Mrs. Brown was, momentarily, framed in the win-
dow, a bullet spun into her back. |

All three ef—she women died.

A number of eye witnesses, at varying times and places,
reported seeing bottles thrown from upper story windows. As
these would land at the feet of an officer he would turn and
fire. Thereupon, other officers and Guardsmen up and down
the street would join in. |

In order to protect his property, B, W. W., the owner
of a Chinese laundry, had plaéed a sign saying "Soul Brother"

in his window. Between 1:00 and 1:30 A.M., on Sunday, July
ua t T

) . wene
16, he,—'Eeg'ebhese-ml-bh/ his mother, w1f$ and breother, wee
watching television in the back room. Up—bo—bhab—poinieob
bhe—n-i-ghtThe neighborhood had been quiet. Suddenly B. W. W.

4-23



heard the sound of jeeps, then shots.

Going to an upstairs window.-he was able to look out

. into the street. There he observed several jeeps, from

which soldiers and state troopers were firing into stores
that had "Soul Brother" signs in the windows. During the
course of three nights, according to dozens of eye witness
reports, law enforcement officers shot into and smashed
windows of businesses that contained signs indicating they
were Negro'bwned.

At 11:00 P.M., on Sunday, July 1l6th, Mrs. Lucille Pugh
looked out of the window to see if the streets were clear.
She then asked her ll-year-old son, Michael, to take the
garbage out. As he reached the street and was illuminated

by a street light, a shot rang out. He died.

-~

No snipers were arrested. Of the 250 fire alarﬁET'

many were false, and-enly 13 were considered by the city to

~ A

have~been "serious." Four-fifths of th 10,251,000 wexth
o€ damage s newrred-due—to stock loss. Damage to buildings

and fixtures was~Nless than $2“million.

Of the twenty-on ivilians who died as a result of

gunshot wounds, a were Ned«o. One was 73-year old Isaac

Harrison. 8jixX were women. Two were children.

~
On Ahe evening of Monday, July 1 a Catholic priest

saw Xwo Negro men walking down the street. 1ey were carrying

case of soda and two bags of groceries. An unmagked car
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\Mond ay/ J iy |7,
By afternoon,'state police and National guard

forces were withdrawn,

eveningl a Catholic priest saw two Negro

men walking down the street. They were carrying a case

of so‘da and two bags of groceries. An ammsismisss unmarked

car



with five police officers pulled up beside them. Two
white officers got out of the car. Accusing the Negro men
. of looting, the officers made them put £he groceries on
the sidewalk, then kicked the bags open, scattering their
contents all over the street.

Telling the men, "Get out of here," the officers
drove off. The Catholic priest went across the street to
help gather up the groceries. One of the men turned to
him: "I've just been back from Vietnam two days," he said,
"and this is what I get. I feel like going home and getting

a rifle and shooting the cops."
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