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~(,~llr. Drew Pearson 
C/o WDR-TV,ABC 
Chicago Ill. ~ 

Dear Sir: f ·;ti,
I would appreciate receiving copies ot the 

photographs or the "flying saucersw. The three which you showed on 

your program were the first I have ever seen or heard about. 

I am enclosing one dollar which I hope will 

cover any regular charge you may have for photos. If the charge is 

greater than this please advise. It there is no cbf,.rge, please donate 

the dollar to your favorite charity. 

Your program 1s enjoyable but too abrupt and not 

nearly long enough. Good luck, 



804 S. Irving St. 
Arlington 4, Va. 
December14, 1952 

Drw Pear1on 
1313 29th St., NW 
Waehington,D.c. 

Rea M., letter ot November23 on ~ng Saucer, 

Dear Sira 

I would like to pall along aome additional detailed references 
to the formation ot artificial meteors at White Sanda, Nw Mexico, on 
December17th, 1946, which I have recently obtained. The information 
1', ot course, completely unclassified. 

•anthe Pissibilifi7 ot Earth-Launched Meteors• b7 Dr. F. 1Micq 

~nted in "Publications ot the Astronomical Society of the Pacific• 
olume 58, No. 343, !.ugust, 1946, p.260 (subaitted June 3, 1946) 

"The First Night-Firing ot a V-2 Rocket in the United State,• b7 Or. F. Zld.cq 

Printed in "Publicationa ot the Aatronomlcal Socie't7 of the Pacific• 
Volume 59, No. 346,Februar;y 1947, P• 32 (submitted January 8, 1947) 

"Art1f1cial Meteors• Rockets Will Provide Tools for Interstellar Ex­
periments• lJTDr. F. Zvicq 

Printed in 
J~Auguat 

"Ordnance, the Journal of the AzTq Ordnance Association-,/ 
1947 is1111e,vith illustrations. 

* 

Dr. Zvicq is Professor of Astrophysics at California Institute of 
Technology in Pasadena, Cal., and was Director ot Research at Aerojet 
Bngineeri:ag Corporation, euaa, Calltornia. 

*·Address of Ara,r Ordnance Assn. 1• 705 Mills Bldg., Washington6, D.c. 

(Please do not publish m_rname.) 



PHILIP W. D. MENSING 

8100 MCCALLUM 9TltKff 

GKltMANTOWN 

.. HILADKL .. HIA ""• .. A. 

June 26th, 1952. 

Mr. Drew Pearson, 
The Daily Washington-Merry-Go-Round,
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Pearson: 
Last week I wrote you a sort of "scold 

letter" with reference to your tardiness in coming up with 
a completed television story about "flying saucers". 

This past Sunday evening, I had you
tuned in again at 11 P.M. and received your broadcast. You 
"whipped up a very nice 11 ttle cake" with the materials at 
hand, and with m7. guests at home it went across very well, 
I regained "face' as a champion of your dependability, every­
body was happy and we had another Tom Collins on it --to you
and the saucers and your so pat-able mink. 

. I had seen the picture "The Day The Earth 
Stood Still", and enjoyed it. It was well done, and your own 
well done role added greatly to it's realism. 

11Loo~1 Magazine, as you know, has recent­
ly done an article on "eaucers"which I think is the beet 
report to date. I think this little mystery will prove very
important in it's solution, if, and whenever that may be. 

Thank you very much for everything, aPld 
particularly the courteous letter which I received from you
in reply to my own. I realize that your time is pretty well 
occupied and can only plead that this was the first note I've 
ever written to any television or radio program though the 
temptations have been numerous, as you may well agree. 

So my beet wighes again.for a long and 
successful continuation of your work. 

Truly Yours, 



June 22, 19S2 

Mr. Phillp w. o. Menalng
6100 MoOal.lua Street 
Oermantovn 
Philadelphia 44, Pa. 

Dear Mr. Mena1Dg, 

I•a terribly aorry to ban dlaappolntecl 
a:, aucllenoe regarding the fi71Jag aauoer 
renlatlon, bl.it UDfortunately I•• 
delayed 1n getting the material. 

I hope you will Me a:r prograa t.hia 
nening, llheD I "111 NY and ahov ■ON 
about ny1ng nuova. 

n .... don't hea1tate to write• 
again v1 th any eoanenta you aay ban. 
I appreolate y9ur 1ntereat. 

UrevPearaon 

DP/o 



PHILIP W. D. MENSING 
8100 MCCALLUM 9TltKff 

GllltMANTOWN 

PHILADKLPHIA 44, PA. 

June 16th, 1952. 

Mr. Drew Pearson, 1~ 
Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Pearson: ~~-
Will you please be good enough to tM--fi 

advise me Just why your twice promised television story ~ 
concerning "flying saucers" fizzled out so ungracefully (}/+
in your broadcast last night7 ~ 

,-u,You brought the subject up, of 
your own volition two weeks ago, and said you would have 
an authoritatively scientific explanation the following
week. You failed to do this, repeated your promise for 
the next week and simply "flopped" on it again last night. 

A great number of your readers 
and listeners are interested in knowing more about these 
phenomena. On the two occasions referred to I invited a 
group of friends to my home for your television broadcast, 
assuring them that you could be depended upon to give us 
some real information since you had promised to do so. 

. For my faith in your dependability 
all I have received is the royal and deserved "raspberry",
th&_t is, from these friends whom I inVi ted to hear your
words of enlightenment. 

As one of your. regular and long
time "customers", I think you owe me a prompt and pi thy 
letter of explanation, FINISHING, with me at least, a 
subject of comment you started two weeks ago with a good 
many million listeners. 

Please put that stuffed mink away 
and reach for your typewriter. 

With beet wishes, 

Truly Yours, 





\ 



ntroit, 8-7-52 

Dear Mr. Pearson: 

I was listening to a few of your broadcasts on flying saucers 

and I think you are making a fool rf your self. I was born in Germany 

and came to this country 30 years ago. My younger brother remained 

in Germny and after the second world war went to work for Russia in 

the eastern zone of Germany. During the wa~ he was employed t, on 

guided missiles. I received about twice a year a letter from him 

since the la st war; he wrote whenever he had a chance to mail a let­

ter. I am going to try and give you an account, as good as I remem­

ber. 

1947. I gues you rember Karl, that I was working on those bal­

loons to fool enemy aviators. They were transparant plastic bags 

filled with ionized gas. The plane would ~trackt them like a hard 

ru:ber comb by rubbing it will atract a piece of paper and the igni­

tion of the plane made the gas glow. (Foo Fires). I am working 

on something similar now for Russia. They have invented a new light 

metal, Russia is far advanced in metallurgie. This metal weighs 

only about 1/3 the weight or magnesium,, in other words, light like 

cardboard. They call in Zorolin. 

191+8. You should see the interesting plaything we have. A disk 

shaped object. It is made or a few layers of this l,l'ight metal bonded 

to a resinous plastic and in the center an arrangement of condensers. 

Thing is able to gather its own elactric power at flies along. This 

power is stored and converted and reversed towards the ground. You 

no doubt have seen allready the toy airplanes made of tinfoil, that 

you.can fly with a hardrubber wand. Thats the closest thing I can 

compare it with. Only the earth will take the place or the rubber 
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wand. We have been trying them out over the Baltic. 

1948. Dear Karl: Our playthings grew into the real thing. Out 

of the tiny disks 3 meters in diameter came a disk 30 meters that 

will carry 2 men. I went up in one of this things, you should see 

the fun it is. No motors. We sit in formfitting spongerubber chairs, 

facing each other. In front of us is a round dial with buttons. 

Our suits are metal coates and we sit on a metal seat for grounding. 

It it were not for this shielding you would be liable to get killed 

or you would go cookoo. We can fly as fast as 3000 klm per hour 

way up. If we want· to charge our condensers we come down low. You 

cannot crash. If this thing drops too low, it bounces up by itsefl 

again. Neither can you run into something, it will always Dill bounce 

out of the way of the obstacke, We rode today over our lab,oratory 

ships, anchored in the deepest spot of the Baltic Ocean. They are 

processing heavy water, made by nature over millions of years and 

are processing it. 

1~9. They are experimenting with a metallic dust thats radio 

active. Finely ground metal is mixed with water and made radio 

active and frozen into hailstones. This is taken up in the air and 

dropped to the ground. It will fall down as rain and coat everything. 
As soon as it dries out it will kill every living

This dust stays active for 3 to 4 weeks. thing. 

19,0. In case of a war, Russia will use the disks to carry this 

atomic dust. They have by now enought flying disk to send about 

3000 per hour winging over North America. Each disk carries 2 kilo 

and will destroy every living thing ewer an area of , km. They 

figure they can made a graveyard of Aaerica in II 24 hours. They are 

not worried about American aitfields or atomic bombs. They say they 
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they kill every living thing without destroying the buildings and 

factories. Then they will invade America at their leisure. 

19;1. I was over Detroit last month. We are nepping the magnetic 

fields of North America. To think I was so close to you and yet 

so far. Whereabout in the city or Detroit do you leave? North, 

east, or west of the river? Karl, do me one favor, take a map of 

North America. Draw a straight line from Detroit and Toronto. 

There is a static zone between 2 magnetic fields starting about 

200 km north or Toronoo. 

In case of a war, pack your family in the car. Drive north about 

200 km from Toronto, stick as close as possible to this li~e, and 

you will be pretty save. But don't waste any time •. Give a good 

look once in a whiie toward ~he sky. Maybe you can see me sometiaes 

flitting by. This disks light up at night sometimes, depending on 

the moisture of the air. They shine from a brilliant white to bluish 

and oriange, like the northern lights. 

I have not heard fran my brother for about a year now. I was 

never going to say anything about this, because I dont want to be 

bothered by theIBI or any other varmint. Throw this letter in the 

waste basket 

to quit makihg 

after 

a f

reading, 

ool of yo

my only 

urself. 

purpose ia writing 

Excuse please for 

to 

n<X

you was 

signin:g 

my name. 

A friend 
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P.O.Box I075 
Atwate • 

Mr.Drew Pearson, Calif. 
Washington,D.C. August 2nd,I952. 

Mr Dear Mr·. Pearson-

Are the so-called flying sauce-s - eal? 
As a research scientist fo;_' many yea" s, and having majored

in cosmic resea""ch for ove!' thirty yea·-si I maintain that the vehicles of 
the air are realities ,and not optical i lusions. 

If these objects are caused i\y inve~ted heat reflections 
why is it that they were not seen prier to I947? 

I am enclosing a newspaper clipping which explains these 
objects ,and ·Khich is not ficti:on for it is written on positive .facts. 

READTHIS CAREFULLY. 

In Sept of I949 I was on top of Mt.San Antonio, which is 
east of Los Angeles, and.at an elevation of I0.089 Ft,and was expe 1 imenting
with the sine-progT'ession tube thT-U "Which the eosmic ·ay speeds into the 
GyJ·ocyclonator. 

I had on the earphones and listening to the inteimittent 
frequencies of _the ray, "When by chance I lookesi up towa'·d the So .East and 
saw seven objects cominr toward me at about 2000 Ft elevation above me, 
and they appeared to be _just plain B47 S ,but upon close obse1·vation 
they did not have any exterior stabilizers ,and·we1e about 50 o~-more ft 
long. 

• I pulled off the earphones and gT'abbed the cameTa which 
was equipped with inported NIKK0R F: I,4 50 MM lens and took the shots 
1.ying down on my back. 

These oblong objects were going about 3 o- 430 M.P.H. and 
it made me speed to take the snaps ,but I had only th-ee unexposed films 
le.ft to use,and in the excitement only the first one took in the object,
and the others was blank. 

I have the developed pictu,~e in my possessaon, but neve· ha~e 
disclosed it to anyone .for fear that they will cbaT'ge me with r~aud. 

However 'When the EXPERTS get thru discussinr what the 
objects are, I may release the picture for proof that my article is nearly 
true. 

I am leaving here for a geological study in the Mid west, and 
the eastern states before I leave for So America whe-r•e I will ca>llab01 ate 
with scientists in cosmic research.- . J) ~ 

Sincerely Yours, ~., ~ 
P.S. I7 YOU UQllB8i 1 1 VILL HAVE .AREPRin MAD 

ot tbe Plc.1.iJHB.umSDD IT TO JOU Prof.Lewis Snavely.
to Jl:Np en tile Membe1 of-United Inventors 

• an4 Scientists of America. 
No 679 
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Professor Snavely 
Gives His Opinion atwnttt jignnl
On Flying Saucers 

Proleuor t..ewll Snnnly, .oclentl!t 1'1'.lo mabll Illa home here, VQLUME41 A1WATER, CALIFORNIA, THURSDA¥, JULY 81, 1952 
thl,i 1'eelt emerged trom Illa IAboratory IO ,tve bb vieWll on tbe ~~:::_:~_:~ _____________ _:::.:..:.:.::::..::::::?...:::..=====:::...:.::..:..=:=.:;::::.._:--::_-:,--_;----------
eanhqu.au ,rhlch roclted the area wt week, v· 

Sna.elf aeea UtUe -1blm1 or ru.rtber btaVJ quue,, unJesa 
aome or the trlbul&rlea or ui.e 
main fault pick up th11 'flbraUoo., enr, be baa bad ,arto\11 otrera D 
and In tum ca\llC aullor upheu- from 0 .. mmenL! In eoutb II11 

5Ills. Tbl4 probably wou.ld be ID Amertca and elsewhere to aet up 
the Banta Batbara area, Bnavel,y h1a laboratory and conduct .tu-
Indicated. dlea In tboae count.nea At p~t

Prot. 6Dafel1 1111&been mating he 14 engaged In cmnplllng \he 
we11lher o.nd earthquake rore• long•ran,e weal.her torecaa\ of 
ca..ts !or aome llO yeani lhrouab- the •tate He clal.nu t.bat non 
out the 1t1te. He bas studied the Wlnkr wtlJ see mon, nln than 
(11uJt near Tebacbapl for 1eau lut year 
and cl&lma to han fotec:a4t the The goologla't and acientbt 
quake of 1P23 In I.he &lnta Bar- cl&lma to ha•e Invented a ma- w 
bara area. Tb.e forecut wu left chine wbJcb use. to ad,ant,..., ff 
at the San Bornardlna sun ortlce lhe comilc rays He Ill.lo bu h1a u: 
In October ot 1924. The Bun pu.b- own 'flews of I.he much debated le ~ 
l.14hedthe !orecw,t !oUowlng the (l,ying uuce: Issue l'Ollo•lng b 0 
quake In 19115. a Jetter oD the subject written by t; () 
WE&TIIBRPORBCAST ~~,:.e1,~ reaeuch acleo~ tor ~ z 

Snavely says I.hat lue came to over ~ yeara, I am very 111ucb 11 0&\water to 1nake Illa home here amuacd about I.he recent repori.t 'P 
• nd In tended lo ..,l up a com, le p,rtainlng to the .. -called flying 6 

ray laborator3 Meaowblle, how· aaucero, eapeclallJ aa to their ~ 
size, speed and conalnicUon. ~ l!?Yool tbe report. and vartou, b 

1 a::'.~'':l:'~.:':. LU~~~t:1n~tu= t. 
reel ln.umuch U tlM!f on DOI l, CJ) 
bea,,d upon true acltnWlc prtn- J w 
c.lplea a.oc1do not hannonbe with 
ad,aoeed physics of cosmle act- u er 
ea~. • CL 

In as abort •pace u poealble, • 
and 1n aim.pie oon-tecbnleal ,ti 
terma t wt1J attempt lo eirpl&ln e,

'-----BY LEM-----r what the uucera are nol and It . ~~ ~ 
A.boat the Weatbu 

The wealhor and earthquak,, NOTli'BOMM&II.S st 
ban taken a lone lead In tt Tbey a1>aolute1yon not lnter­
1op1cs or conversation aroun plllletllrJ, I.bey do not come rrom th 
thll part ot Calllorn!L It Mlln, but a.saumlng that I.bey to 
ctrana•bow UtUe we a.re all did, even al tbe terrific ,pe<!d oo 
to do about Ille olements, J)llJ which no hwnan could aurvl,e II It 
Ueularl7 the weather. would reqlllre many more years to 

Several ldeu have been a, to mate the round Lrlp I.ban the Pl 
nDe<d through the years as averace lk'l"IOD u,ea. 
conuol or temperaturea, h011 6econdly, 110 hWDllD could tu 
ever, most of them ha•e ee1 mllte tbe tnp tbrougb the arcon 1o, 
tered around developing son apace and sur'flve, and again, In ,., 
moehanlim to explode !be ra. ad,anted coomlc acltDce weba•e aa: 
out of laJ:y summer cloud& detlnlte c&lcu.13UQWI that out Co 

No IDJlller what kind Of weal from the earth i,I lb.000 t.o25.000 0o 
er "" ,hlllfe, aome people thl (COotinn<d oo pa,e 6) tie 
It's the bl!st kind for their Pl cbJ 
~cular U.te• or Interest.a. U I • 
10~ th• fl'Ult ral!,er1 like• II I - RfTA II 
111\IJle bot ,. ..... -- ~.,_ ..... 

1 

https://eanhqu.au
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ATWA'l'Diiaaf. 
:-ifllHSSORSNA IIPORTSfl.YINGYB.Y ON SAUCERS 

(Oollt.lnued l'l'om ~ 1l pe1ltd u UltJ' dO DO\ lean 11117 IDie> lb• ll)ldal tbllJ)td !IN ot oonnnUon of the llellffo 
mu. tbare(Gllca t.n In- ,.. ll&D of ~r tnll or ub&uai In Ibo wr111ne. ol CalltorDla wW be 

Dd dl&ikm lin&4 tbfOll&b wblah DO tbllr wale, t.Dd IN &blolut&IJ At Ulla point l wU1 - dlaclo. :rev In at.n Joee, be-
ld. DWI - 'fehlde oolllel PIDI• llllent Ill tucM o~UOD, UC4SJ$ & complek chemlc&l oompow,e1. 8&tunl&J'. .A.IIIQlt t,
D• Ink wt&bou, complne dlllll• tor p- ~ " bl&b IQ procae Uw fO?'IDII.bl llll:m· or:,Wednad&J of
Ill casn.t1oo. ac,eeel. lomlc SU W'bldl II t&mW&r IO 
• TlwJ' cer1a1n1, IN DO&Cllacaor a-LB fl:IUII ~ble loCtlnlum hJaoa .. bUt t-----------

-~==========---

•· aa-n. IMllber CloUw, IPlD or l' wUl now •twllllK IO d-uit It II kzmeCI mapll&nJ<> pa t.Dd 
lO rotaca u Ulq mut IJl"d Wl&b 111 ,ampi. kChDic&1 knn. -• w1l1oot uplod,e bJ eleck1c&J 11• 
ID llodyzwnk, Unea on 1L11au.rfacM bat not &II of \be complleatecl Dl11onWider ~ 

ot \be 'ftb)$ and ID CIMlcnmvt prlnclplea tmorftd In I.be oper- O.U IIXl'AIIBI01' 
be llber ""oblonaor elllptlcal •Uoa. t.Dd tao\on wlllch OOOICI· !But Wilm Ulla cu II 1DJaekC1 

Id ~ tuw l.ba propu111oa enera of Into &be chamber or I.bl l,llrblDa 
n Propulalon eMfS7 la ooi sen· I.he fb1nl ffhlcleo of Iba alr, ftnl the aame unowu of &Ir II 
:1. entecl bJ l'Mll&UOD·~ mo- t.DCIwh7 t.nel bow lhe7can a~ IDJtetecl Into I.bl e&me fin 
•r ton u \hlJ' IN too IIOW lllld t.alD Rell wrrWe lpeeda Uld lllrcUCh &DOt.berIDJtctar 'Wblcb 
Ill COl&ldnot cnat.e 1111Pluaenav 1caep perfect equlllbr111DLIn ell· •- a kn'1flc o:ql&Dlllon or 
., be,onct Ule1r own roiallon. recUonal dwl&'e from ltl tn· the IU. lbua dz1,tnc Cbe tmblDa 
,ct <No ·flllD~ alemalt II Jectol'J' coane Co&D)' cSllne UJ>· ID rol&r, ~ 
.Cl uWIMd. wvct or olbenrlae. Tbla II ooe ol Ille t.ctori whJ' 

ni.J IN not rocllet or Jet pro- auore a.11'-r1Da !DIC>u.ecub- Ulen II no aollDd or utiaa.t____ i_i_;;;;:.-;.-;.-.-.-.-Jtct fllnnar, I wl&h '° •&ate \lie lmltt.cl from lbl r.r of I.bl 
:::- fol.lowms tuma t.Dd wob.Dlc&I flJ'IIII 'Nti.lda. 
" ffnlona1Nootpl&C1&mlelnom Ma&m&1u...itnt11eccmacnac-

._ &IIJ OUM!' pam,n or the1t an, lion mut be Qf -w and dur-
-r blC&UII1J1e~ ot thelD wblCh &bl• pl&a\lc which la 0011-IDIII• 

.,.,,. l haft rnd t.Dd nvdlecl an lllltlc. lrOw IN I.bl dlrecUOn&l 
bued u,,on IIJ'poU)eUcaJ u-,. ch&nc-mau at 11.117t.DC1ILII 
-. &Dd not apgn ,olmt.ltk IPNdl u U>enhlele II Plffec\17 
l&Ctl. cnootbOIi I.bl ut.r1or UICI hM Bad,er Relativ• 

Iii order 1.o 1ntroc1- ••ldenoe no ~ stablllat or M1J'ldb4t 
to ,trUJ my .w.m.nte l wUI "nle entlff unit wllbln tbl ••· Viall Nlebons 
dlacloa 1111.OWD llatUI U lo bJc1e - of the oroc,do- 'c 
edent.l& &blUy t.Dd ~ nuor. cbaDleal compoundtnc Mr. &lid Kr-. Benr, boll &Dd 
ID nl&tlon Co Ibo enUn 811.bJect. w:11, IDJector tlllblnel, mlllU• t.Dd 8h&ron t.Dd111&1•· 

1W m• to perfect the mwn- 1171<lri&lewlbdl bu a at of 
Uon ot I.lie meaotroDlc IDJector all:bt or more &11en1&41.n1uro­
turbl.De Whl4h I now .h&'fl ID IIOOPM,h&lt of whleh IN hod· 
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5708 N. E. second Avenue 
Phone 84-2531 

.:Miami 3 'l, 9Lo'tida 
30 July 1952 

ltr Drew Pearson 
Washington Kerry .Go Round 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

I particularly enjoyed your column of Monday 28 July in the 
IIMiami Herald wherein you discussed Flying Saucers" Having piloted

airplanes in many kinda of weather over many kinds ot terrain, day & night,
it ia a great relief to learn that I might not be publicly labeled a 
"screwball" or 11hallucinationist 11 if I should see an unusual object in 
the sky MYsarcasm at the ridicule heaped on fellow pilots in the past,
especially airline pilots, is quickly realized when you atop to think of 
the visual and mental requisites of any pilot who wants to live to be a 
grandfather. 

The enclosed article illustrates my particular interest in your
column. It should also point out why some people consider me a bit of a 
crackpot. However ridicule is not new to me. Twenty years ago I thought
helicopters would be practical It took seven years to build a flying
model to prove my point Now i am supposedly being foolish by publicly
stating that a more radical new-fangled contraption will some day further 
relieve the horse and buggy of some of its transportation load. And to 
show you how crazy I really am II I believe that we,right now,have enough 
men of sufficient talent scattered around the u.s. who if banded together
could come up with a working prototype of a "Saucer". 

Your column struck a sane and calm note at a time of near hysteria
Since you have evidenced calm thinking on a fact that is closer to reality
than people on this earth imagine, please grant me a few more minutes of 
reading time to make some important points that do not seem to be included 
in todays general hubbub. Ppints required to promote a general under­
standing of a radically new mode of transportation. 

So that you may better visualize the attached article ( and 
please remaaber the original was chopped up and rewritten to please the 
public reading taste) and the following points, allow me to state four 
of my thought principles: 11 Increased knowledge is merely man's more clear 
understanding of God's wisdom" (No, I'm not a theological crackpot). a. 
It is my understanding that Prof. Einstein is credited with this quip;
11If everyone abided by the limitations of theories learned in school there 
would be few new inventions". 3. "Nothing is impossible provided 1t is 

11within the laws of God11• 4 And from Aristotle; It is not who says the 
words,but, whether or not ihey are true" 

• 

No one is really capable of thinking coherently in terms of 
"Saucers" until he investigates the meani-ng of the term 11Electrosphere".
And for want of a better term the word Electrospherist. To clarify my 
meaning let me use this example: In college we are taught that the earth 



STONEIOTE iCO.ot Mia ■ 

know these subject become achemist, ageologist, physicist,etc. 

STONJ:1:0TJ: • Tile All Purpoae Slmalated Stoae 

5706 N .. E. Second Avenue 
Phone 84-2531 

c::IW.laml 37, 9lo'l.£da 
Page 2 Mr.Drel'1 Pearson 30 July 1953 

is 
the 

composed
attendant 

of the Atmosphere, the Hydrosphere and the Lithosphere,
animated and inert objects. (That includes you and 

and 
me). To 

you must a 
Recently we have learned that eletricity and magnetic force play a big 
part in everything. Electricity is an important field of its own. It is 
a key or factor in splitting the atom But it is not the electrical engineer
rather it is the physicist who is leading the way in this new discovery.
And in the atom lies the approach to a successful 1 saucer•. Yet if the 
physicist abides by the limitations of present theories he will try to 
build a rocket ship_ Because rocket ships are the ultimate refinement of 
dynamic xaastima air reaction aircraft. And this all reverts back to my 
sentence that limits the earth as the center of our thinking_ 

If you broaden your concept to this larger viewpoint: The 
Universe is an "Electrosphere". Its major component parts are the proton,
the neutron, and the electron. These component parts react to the now 
called phenomenan of magnetic force and resulting induced electrical force 
to form all known things in the Universe such as the Earth, its atmopphere
Hydropphere and lithosphere, eto .... This broader concept is a more true 
basis fc;,r thinking in terms of an actual 11Saucer 11• 

And this broader thinking requires a new term for the individual 
who goes beyond the present day limitations of physics The physicist will 
shoot at and hit the moon. But it is the Electrospherist who will steer 
to a planet or star. 

Because of the great power and high speed the Rocket holds all 
attention today. And those who are developing it deserve great praise It 
is a natural normal direction of developement of an advancing civilizaiion. 
But, it is awfully costly in natural resources for the results achieved. 
It is now time to start thinking in terms of the next great step. 

As I have stated, we have sufficient specialists in individual 
fields who have acquired the necessary knowledge of their field, which 
knowledge when combined forms a higher level of intelligence to deduce 
the II Model T11 spaceship. Our present educational system can not produce ol!le 
man who can do it alone. From experience I know. In 1932 I decided that 
·Helicopters and not autogiros were the answer to rotary wing aircraft 
success. The unknowns were few. BY setting up empirical formulae deduced 
from other sources I proved my point in .seven years. In 1946 I decided 
that Rocket Power is not the answer to space flight in a truly successful 
way_ In the six years since I am not as far along in proven success 
comparatively as I was with Helicopters. Basically the trouble lies in 
the quanttty of unknowns It is a tremendous problem for one person to 
search in all the related fields. At this stage I do feel the final link 
is quite simple. And when that link is known one person will be able to 
rough out a space ship. Just like I amd now many others can give you a 
rought layout of a Helicopter from just one factor, 11required payload"!
someday any number of persons will be able to rough an electro-magnet c 
aircraft 

Another important comparison. Before world War 11 there were 
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a few of us who knew the possibilities of,Helicopters. My first design 
w s based on Forest Conservation Patrol needs, Coast Guard needs and 
Field Hospital and Ambulance needs. Genteel persons of influence turned 
respectful but deaf ears to all of us. Other persons of influence guffawed 
at the absurdity of aircraft rising vertically in the air. Helicopters
could have done the gallant job in War 11 that they are now doing in Korea. 
This same sitauation regarding electro-magnetic aircraft can be changed.
Must we go into a third world war before its~•• possibilities will be 
realized and explored?

Men in influential positions using calm judgement can start the 
ball rolling now and at the same time condition the general public think­
ing. 

It is time for someone to start making sense about this socalled 
11Saucer 11 business Cloud Formations, 081d Layers of Air, Weather Balloons 
are not satisfactory answers to people with whom I come into cont~ct in 
daily life. The thinking public knows something is up_ With the publicity
related to the atom the general public knows a tremndous future is about 
to open up They realize we are not the center of the Universe. It is not 
necessary to say these "Saucers" are hus8 hush projects. Let~ admit that 
there might be people on another planet much farther advanced than us. IX» 
Since no one is being harmed by these II Saucers", why get scared? Maybe 
some day we will know who they are? Maybe instead of Adam and Eve some 
space travelers got stranded on Earth and it turns out that we are all 
cousins? 

What is,so mysterious about a space ship? It is a man made alu 
electron. It operates on the theory that opposite magnetic forces attract 
and like forces repell. Fast changes of direction? Any high scholl student 
of physics can prove the quick change of direction of a mass weight in a 
magnetic flux field. And the earth is surrounded• by lots of magnetic flux. 
High speeds? Think back• moment on our own know progress. Put you and I 
in an old Hisso powered Standard of 25 tears ago, boiling along at a 
terrific 85 to 90 MHP. Suddenly a modern type jet zoom■ across our path,
makes a high speed turn, then climbs into the sky at an impossible angle
and disappears in a vaopr trail at 35, 000 feet would you and I 25 years 
ago believed a pilot could withstand those spee~s, turns and climbs? Nope!
Today we know it is possible Why can not an intelligence which can build 
a 11Saucer 11 also build new pilot aids? Even my wife can understand "Saucers" 
when I talk along the above lines. 

Now for a personal observation. In listening to these 11Saucer 11 

stories I get the impression of two uas:tt1u::t distinct types. l. Jet or 
atomic thrust powered. 2. Electro-magnetic control. Looking back over 
developements since I was a kid I am getting the hunch that we are getting 
a preview of a hush hush project on a new jet or atomic powered aircraft. 
If I were to take Rotary Wing Lift theory, revolve it around a power-plant-
pilot-compartment, and surround the whole thing with a ring containing 
jet pipes; _it would perform a great deal like some "Saucers". 
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BY making some changes in the design of a Delta Wing, or, a Pancake Wing,
and using a battery of small jet engines, I believe the resulting per for.m­
ance would be similar to another gruop of 1' Sauoers 11 Or, similar to the 
Air Force Rocket Fighter now being teated at Muroc Dry Lake At Muroc they 
are flying at speeds in the 1500 - 2000 MPH bracket. Magazines have given
t1e public a preview of this ship. we are not fooling foriegnors German 
born Rocket and Jet expert Willie Tank down in Arg•ntina can tel1 you how 
to build the same thing. Kany of his coaorte in Germany were carted back 
to Russia after World Weary 11. They know how to do it. Even I after a 
look at the Muroc ship and a few tests in a lab with new rocket propellants 
can come up with a fairly good imitation. Any one of the l-29 1 a roaming
around in the sky can be a mother ship. So, who is being fooled? 

At this stage it would make sense for the Air Force to put on 
a few public demonstrations of their new Rocket Fighter. Mr. and Mrs 
Average Public would be a lot happier to know that the Billions are 
producing some mighter fancy airplanes. After the Manhattan Project and 
Dr.FUch1 spectacle I have a hunch suoh a demonstration will not be news 
to our possible enemies. 

As for Electro-magnetic aircraft, that has me in a quandary 
at the present During the ~ar severa~ Europeall physicist were brought 
to this country. Their work in magnetic force may have opened the door 
for a new type airofaft that would perform similar to a third gruop of 
11Saucers 11 If so, then we are already on the right track. If not, then 
there deflnitely is a group of aircraft operating in the sky from another 
planet. And why should we be so smug as to think that we are the smartest 
things in the Universe? If we do not have an electro-magnetic aircraft 
its time we start thinking in those terms. It is my.:IOpinion that an 
assembled group of specialists could crack the complete engineering in from 
two to five years. From my production engineering experience I believe 
that a ship could be built in two to three years.· 15 B-36 1 s would cover 
xku the cost. The coat of producing an Atomic Pile is already covered. 
Therefore, the most expensive part is already x■xg■f able to function. 
MustrJVe get behind the proverbial 8 ball in another war before we act. You 
remember the slogan I the difficult we .do immediately the impossible takes 
a little longer•. Well, right now it is supposedl) 

I

impossible. 

influence to 
And now, let me get

help me get the job 
my own oar in. 

of engineering 
Will you please 

test pilot? 
use your 

sooalled 
Many thanks for your time. Please plug 

11Saucers 11• Best wishes for your continuing 
sane thinking 
success. 

on these 

Sincerely, 

Jason E. N. Deimling 
3916 Palm Ave., Hialeah, Florida 



By JASON NEIL DEIMLING 

FLYING SAUOERS ARE NOT IM­
pcssible! There are excellent reasons to 
believe that· people are seeing them. De­
scriptions of objects seen moving through 
the air are in kef ping with how such a 
mechanism would be expected to per­
form. 

If we are seeing ·saucers' today it's a 
pretty good guess they are coming from 
one of two sources. In either case in­
telligent people are building and flying 
them. Some one here on earth may have 
figured out the answer. Or they may con­
tain visitors from space-from a,nother 
civilization-scouting to find out if they 
can la11.d without being harmed. 

For example: Picture yourself sitting. 
in a space ship looking down on earth 
for the first time. Wondering what man­
ner of creatures you will find-warlike, 
or friendly-cannibals, maybe? As you 
approach earth you discover atom 
bombs, rockets, and guns banging away 
all over the place. Airplanes, trains, and 
automobiles running over people and 
smacking into each other. How would 
you feel? Wouldn't you hesitate before 
you landed? 

One other thing is for sure-if we stop 
dreaming and start acting we can have 
our own flying saucers. 

NO ONE MAN WILL BE THE SOLE 
designing genius of such an airship, It 
will take many specialists, and we have 
them now: Physicists who specialize in 
magnetic force, in electrical force, and 
in metallurgy, Engineers who specialize 
In chemistry, electricity, structures, in• 
struments, and primary power plants. 
And last, but far from least, some plain 
ordinary engineers who "ain't no gen­
uises," but who are capable of under­
standing the overall objectives. 

Now-what makes a 'saucer' tick? No 
-it is not pushed through the air by 
blasts from a jet engine. It is operated 
and _controlled by. electrical and magne­
tic forces. 

But before we start making like .Buck 
Rogers let's do a quick rehash of wh~t 
has and is ~appening in aviation. 

Problems in aircraft design_ are ter~ 
rific, We built bigger and bigger piston 

engines, until tnl'tr huge size threatened 
the usefulness of the airplane. One air­
craft engine has 42 cylinders, arranged-­
like grains of corn on the cob. We need­
ed inore power in less space, but piston 
engines could not supply it. So a way 
was found to do the job-jet engines. 

Bigger and bigger Jet engines are be­
ing built. Now, the huge amount of fuel 
consumption is becoming a •serious prob­
lem. How to carry all the fuel needed? 

To solve this new problem we are turn­
ing to atomic engines, Atomic engines? 
Why-a few years ago that was a dream. 
Well-it isn't a dream anymore. Atomic 
engines are real. 

IN SCIENCE AND MANUFACTURING 
'know-how' are progressing at a terrific 
rate. Anything can, and probably •will, 
happen. 

Atomjc fuel? Sure-it's an answer to 
tp.e immediate problem. However, the 
theory still uses engine power to blast 
away at the poor little elusive particles 
or air. And, have you tried to buy a gal­
lon of uranium lately? It's only a few 
dollars lower than taxes. 

As you now can see, we are fast ap­
proaching the point where radical 
changes In design and construction will 
have to be made. 

Flying Saucers? Oh yes, that's what 
we started beating our gums about. 

In order to see how this idea works 
lets take a peek into the field of elec­
tricity. Most of us know a little bit about 
electricity. A least we know that when 

. we turn on a switch things s_tart happen­
ing. We don't see what it is that does the 
jop, but, lights go on, fans start turn­
ing, refrigerators start working, etc. And. 
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most of us know that an exposed wire 
can have a kick like an 'onery mule'. 

Actually, the basic particles of elec­
tricity are. floating all around us con­
stantly. Electricity ls a part of us, be­
cause the human body has its own gen­
erating plant. 

WE ARE LEARNING THAT ELEC­
tricity has a number of component parts. 
More of these particles are being isolated 
as time goes on. As each part is separat­
ed we can study its individual action. 

Magnetic force is as old as the uni­
verse. It is a vast unexplored field. It 
is one of the reasons for the earth be­
Ing as it 111today. Our knowledge of this 
force is increasing constantly. Every­
thing has a type of magnetic force. I 

In the field of magnetic force we find 
two conditions existing. One: everythini 
on earth is attracted to the mass of the Illustrated by 0. F. McIntyre 
earth. We call this force 'gravity pull.' 
Th.at's why we don't go flying out into 
space as the earth revolves. Two: we 
know that some substances, or materials, 
of earth can be magnetized. Thjs mag­
Jl~ized condition causes the substance 
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ment will be the 'nerve• center of the 
ship. Wires will run from this control 
panel to the .various MAe&.in.ille hWntln. 
1'al!,. ' 

The hull plates will be separated into 
groups and these groups wired together 
into the control panel. The control panel 
switches will read as follows: Nose Star­
board Top, Nose Starboard Bottom, Nose 
Port Top, Nose Port Bottom, Amid• 
ship Starboard, Amidship Port, Tail Star­
board Top, Tail Starboard Bottom, Tail 
Port Top, and Tail Port Bottom. 

The hull plate switches will have three 
positions: one side marked "attract," the 
center,"off," and the other side marked 
"oppose." With a volume control for each 
'attract' and 'oppose' position. 

Think back for a second to the point en 
changing the 'polarity' of metal ai will 
With the hull plates insulatM w-tr- can 
change their polarity as we choose. And 
use the 'attract' and ,'oppose' switches in 
correct relation to the condition of the 
hull plates. 

How ls this 'attract' and oppose' busi­
ness used? Well-we know that a mag­
netic force surrounds the earth. It is 
about three mill-amps in intensity. It has 
a current flow from- the magnetic south 
pole to the magnetic north pole. Picture 
it this way: The atmosphere surrounding 
the surface of the earth is a sea of air­
and, it is also a sea of magnetic force. 
As we have said the current runs from 
south to north. 

NOW-AND TWS IS IMPORTANT TO 
remember-let's look at it in a different 
light: A boat uses a propellor to push it­
self through the water, and even though 
it is made of steel which is heavier than 
water-we use a principle of physics to 
keep it afloat. An airplane uses a propel­
lor to push and pull itself through the air, 
or, a jet engine to blast i~self forward, 

to have either a_ 'positive' or 'negative' 
type magnetic force. We know that when 
two magnetized objects both have 'posi­
tive' forces they tend to 'oppose,' or push 
away from, each other. Also, when two 
objects have 'negative' type forces they 
push away •from each other. But, when 
one object bas a positive force and the 
other has a negative force, they 'attract' 
or more toward each other. And while 
all this activity is going on, the two ob­
jects still are attracted to the earth. 

RECENTLY A NEW DISCOVERY 
was made. It has been found that when 
a substance bas been magnetized the 
'polarity' (positive or negative force at. 
traction) can be changed at will. In other 
words a piece of metal :tnight be made 
to pull or push on another. This makes 
a considerable change in thinking on 
magnetic force use. 

An attracting force exists between the 

earth and the moon. And, between the 
earth and the sun. 

Just to show you how screwy this thing 
can be, here is a true example: scientists 
know how to construct a building which 
can be propelled a given distance above 
the atmosphere of the earth. When it 
reaches a predetermined distance above 
the· surface it will remain at approx­
imately that distance and begin circling 
the earth like the moon because of the 
attracting force between its mass and the 
mass of the earth, ana its rotation 
around the earth. 

Machines have been built that oppose 
the pull of gravity. True, this machine 
is not perfect, but, it is a beginning. 

In these points on magn~tic force we 
have roughly covered the source of pow­
er and control for a Magnetic Air Car­
a Flying Saucer. True-the final answers 
have not been presented. But-as you 
shall see, it is enough knowledge to begin 
to understand why such a ~-ehicle will 
W1>rk. We have a_,$-fflUChto work with, 
comparatively, in this next really great 
-de~elopment in airships as the Wright 
brothers had when they started on their 
a~plane. 

LET'S START PULLING ALL THESE 
loose ends together. 

First, the appearance of a Magnetic 
Air Car. Air density requires that a 
streamlined hull be used. It can be like 
1 jet plane without wing9-0r, it can be 
fairly round and flat ... a flat saucer­
l~e wing could be used with just the 
motor. as described later. 

The outside hull ·will have to be made 
up of plates insulated against each other. 
On the order of tile with mortar in be­
tween. 

A control panel in the pilot compart-

and, even ·though it is heavier than air 
we us~ a different principle of physics to 
keep the plane up above the surface of 
the e~rth, A Magnetic Air Car uses elec­
trical force to pull and push itself 
through the sea of magnetic fbrce, and 
even- though quite heavy uses electrical 
force to create an 'opposition' t.o the 
attraction toward earth in order to move 
about at will. 

For example: setting some of the con­
trols to 'attract' and others to 'oppose' 

- starts a movement of attracting and re­
pelling force particles. When moving for­
ward, the forward hull plates will reach 

. out" for force particles and suck them 
into the plates, creating a "force vacu­
um". Other particles are pulled' in to fill 
the "force vacuum" and at the same 
time the plates are pulled forward to 
meet the inrushing particles. A move• 
ment has been started. The inrushing 
particles are gathered and pushed out 
the . rear plates. When pushed through 
the tail plates they momentarily jam up 
outside creating a "force pressure." A 
heavy 'force pressure' will eause a 
stream of fire or lightning to trail from 
the rear of the ship. This condition will 
be apparent when quickly starting up 
from a standing stop, or, when accelerat­
ing quickly. In the jam up outside the 
tail plates the force particles are 
squeezed together like people in a street• 
car dµring rush hour. They start pushing 
and shoving. Some get mad and kick the 
M.. la. C. In tile \all plat.et! as they rush 
away. This action helps build up a .for-
warti mo~i•as• A •ra=-••iS in..thg ftitft 
ot a generator poW:. by a pr1 
power plant handles the action of .the 
force particles. 

This is, roughly, the description of a 
Magnetic Force-Drive Motor. 

All th1s is fine if the M.A. C. is in the 
air. Now let's get a "Force Jack" to get it 
off of the ground. Earlier we mentioned 
a mechanism to create a force to oppose 
the pull of gravity. Improvement and 
si..mplification of this device ls another 
type of mechanism in the M. A. C. Again 
hull plates come into action, this time 
wired differently to one switch on the 
control panel-painted a brilliant red. 
This switch will have two positions. One 
marked ~off', and -the other marked 'up'.~ 
In casi:! you haven't figured it out-a 
down position isn't needed. 

SCREWY? MAYBE. CONFP"SING? 
Yes-in a way. Impossible? No! Not 
when you get to thinking ;ibout the fu­
ture of electricity. Think back about 
wliat you have heard of the action of 
of those so-called "Flying Saucersu we 
are supposed to be seeing in· the sky. 
Kinda similar! 

F-lying Saucers? Magnetic Air Car? 
That was just a shadow you saw in the 
sky the other day .•. or was it? 

I • 



Broadway, Vi 
Tuesday 9 Sel)

Mr. Drew ~eareon 
1~1'3 29th St. N. 1f. 
Washington, D. O. 

Dear Sir: 
I am sending you a c~rbon copy of a short piece 

showing the development of a Aeries of saucer events 1n relation 

to my theory of their nature and origin. Hope you can make out 

this copy, SR the original and fir~t copy were submitted to 

interested groups. 
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abmll ft4111' d-et•atton, tb9n lo 4eotare dogm_st1•1~ tllat •tn Ute 

o-p1ittt>net' erperta ti oannot 9114 <Ion•• ... ftytng •au•ra•. 

!14"' ._ ttiey --· \hta, atnN t.111• l• UM Wl'J i,olftt et a4mttte4 

unoeP111tnt,y, TIit• la on a par wtUt anot.ber •tf..-,IIUll4tottt'JII, 

•ta.t.etltte olmlb tbat Nfteot. 1t8h&•. l)1tN4 .. the •oau•• of 

eauoen•. Seff1.oe nteuee,ftylflg (set ... sett1tnoe Jfew Letter 

~ Aug. f.1114 19'2.)'°·1,. ,. 

Forge~M of t.M ••uo-'l)bJat•l f'aot Utat. my lftt.ellt•n• on 

Jfare tlPOH 81ttlltoa ,. ... •Pd \be 1)e&k Gf' notdtona 8ft tltat. 

leu-e&ttetft -olan•t• and woult! baw aae4 \heir t~etltgenoe lo 

tnnnt. a.ttttclal msana ot earwlYB1 througb \be wtthel'tng of \heir 

-n1-t t-o Ute l)Nl'ent, 4Q. AftCloot44 l9e CIO'lltng ,ic,roee 11J>8N tn 

t11e -•tnc ftytag ateb. 

-,..,. Vie.., eo• ~s&On of t1olenoe go CNt. of' their•• lo 

explain • .., 1"9 aauaer l)lten•••• we 11!8bt. ~nelude that t.My baw 

aomethtq le tal<1e. ,,_ ~bl• le• • \lie JMIO'Pl• Ille ol»nfflngae 

d evtdenaes, Vlbtle ~he• -.0 Mftl' lts" • ..,.. a tlyl'll(I amaoer man 

11 e1'1ow1'r denying tbe ede\enee d auoh t.lllnp. lln etupl4 4e 

t'hey ~t1'1t .. uet 

Let 11• net. t.blla atllONCltt. t.tle m• of •eo1.enoe• lliy tlffllat111'9 

at.at•nte famattot• o~et"°" empbaot• 11114t•P aeM• tbaft tbe 

Nlldaa. Let ua not OGnctuot • Rnte11ttno 1aboPat.o., daterwt-

. not tan ,t1)0ft o1tN,w&t1.0M l,f «teotartng bef'oreball4 \'lbat Ille at111fl1'" 

wuet "°' lie. T1'Ueeeteooe ••eh the trutb llbateftr 8114wherewr 

tt. ay ,__ 

fba.i~. vtrd11la 

Septembe'P ., • 1952 
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FLYING SAUC~RS INTE..tmATIONAL: 

P.O. Box 34, Pruess Station~ 
Los Angeles 35, California 

26, November, 1952 

Kr. Drew Pearson 
c/a The WASHINGTON: POST 
Waahingtorm D.c. 

Dear Kr. PearaoDJ: 

You have shown. some interest 1Jll tlying saucers by your past
broadcaets. I would like to intorm you that you did not 
go out on•a-li■t,,•· predicting the saucer■ were trom another 
planet. This is a known-tact by ua and the UW'. I presume 
you obtained your information trom the Air ForceT 

I also believe 7ou are assisting the USAP1JI. their slow cam­
paign ot •1ndoctrination." I am aasocia,ed with·most ot the 
other tlying saucer investigating groups (including APRO and 
IFSB). I otten~ talk With the president ot the CIVILIAN: SAU-
CER INVESTIGATIONS, Ed. J. Sullivan (you recently had an article 
on- OSI ini your colwm•). 

In the past tew months we have been, conducting a thorough in­
vestigations orr saucers. lhlr conclusions have not been re­
leased yet. 

We have~ besides special investigators and proJects, representatives
troughout the world, and also branch organizations in various 
states. We have not openly sought publicity. 

I realize that you probably have access to moat Government tiles, 
but I don't know Just now mueli' the government. knows. I will 
be glad to help you out 1n any way I Carl' reguarding t·lying saucers 
(reaaonia tor this letter). 

You c~ probably tind out more about me (and FSI) trom an air 
mail letter I just sent ott to the Director ot IntelligeJ1Ce,
United States Air Force, Pentagon, Wahington D.C. 

I am well acquainted with moat kno~persona colD!ll9oted with 
flying saucers. I also keep in close contact with the Loa Angeles 
saucer tana. (Including·l"rank Scully, m.Sullivanp Orteo Angel­
ucci, Criavellp and many others.) 

.. hH• 
Ky reaearch goes back many years. I have come to-. conclusionr 
with verifying them trom reliable sources. I bel!eve we now 
mowconclus1 vely on which planet they come trom-, where they have 
a base (not on Earth), and---believe it or not---whem one will 
land. The Air Force may lmow more tham that tor all I know. 
And, ot course, some ot this material comes from more rel1abe 
aorce■ than others. I trust 1ou Will aontact me soon. I'll 
h.elp you out any way I can-. 

81noerel7 youra, 

~,(.~_,;e,
~(""·B'. Miller, 
President 



~ PLaa S-47a0 

IVAN ILACK 
400MadlDIA1Mwe 
Na. YOftt17, N. Y. 11/17/52 

Dear Drew: 

I know it's tough to be squeezed 1n be­

tween tront page stories on the H-Bomb and the 

Eisenhower-Truman conference, but please try to 

give the attached TRUE Magazine story on the tirst 

ottioial Air Force photos ot flying saucers and 

new data on same whatever break you can. Thank a 

very much. 
cordially, 

_Q~~ 
IV.AN BLACK 



For release: Nov. 17, 1952 
FROM: Ivnn Black. PL. 5-4760 

400 Madison Ave,, N.Y,C. 

FIRST OFFICL'J. AIR FORCE PHOTOOFFLYINGSAUCERAND 
NEWFACTS ON SAUCERS ISSUE OF TRUE IN DECEMBER 

MaJor Donald E. Keyhoe•s "Who.t Radar Tells About Flying Saucers", a 

copyrighted article in the December issue of TRUEMogozinc, prepared with 

Air Force cooperation, discloses some stortling new facts about saucers and 

the first official Air Force saucer photos to be published, released exclus­

ively to 1RUE. The roo.gnzine will be on the news stnnds, Wednesday, 

November 19th. 

The article reveals that TRUE"ha.a secured Air Force confirmation of 

these importnnt facts," according to MD.Jor Keyhoe (USMCRetired}: 

1, Since 1947, hundreds of unidentified aerial objects 
have been tracked by ro.dar operators of the Air Force, 
Navy o.nd Civil 1.eronautics J..dminis~rution, 

2. More than JOO times, fJ.r Force interceptor planes 
have chased mysterious lights and unidentified objects 
revenlod by rado.rscows. 

J. Stro.nge round objects hove shown on interceptors' 
gun-camera pictures and on photographs taken from the 
ground at a missile-testing ronge. 

4. The "temperature invcrsion 11 or "mirage" answer to 
radar sightings widely publici~ed by Dr. Donald H, Menzel 
or Harvard has failed to satisfy Air Force investigators 
because he has not attempted to explain any specific , 
"saucer" cases in official files, 

more 



A complete change in the Qttitude or the Air Force toward saucer 

sightings, which hod been played down previously as "hoaxes, hallucinations, 

or mistaken observations of nonDQJ.objects," was further revealed in the 

following statement tor 'mUE by "1Jor General Georges. Remey, Director or 

Operations, making the Air Force position today clear: 

"The Air F?t"ce, in compliance with its mission or air defense of the 

United States, must assume responsibility tor investigation ot any object or 

phenomenn in the o.ir over the United Sta.tea. Fighter units have been in­

structe~ to invostiga.te any object observed or es~ablished as existing by 

radar tracks, nnd to· intercept any air-borne (object) identified as hostile 

or showing hostile interest. This should not be interpreted to mean that 

nir-defense pilots mvo been instructed to tire haphazardly on anything 

tha.t flies." 

The Air Force attitude was mnplitied tor Keyhoe by another spokesman 

in this candid statement: 

''We don't know what these things are and there's no use in pretending 
we do. We can't discount entirely tha.t they my como t'ran another 
planet, though we hove no evidence to support it. We ba.ve found no 
threat to this country-there is not the slightest evidence thnt they
come t'ran a foreign ootion--but until ve know the nnswers we shall 
carry on a. serious investigation." 

Keyhoe's article in detail discloses tor the first ti:a the true 

story behind the Washington sightings last July 20th whenseven strange blips
appeared on virtually all radar screens in tho.t area.. Two of them hovered 
over the White House Dnd one over the Capitol. The tiool answer to this 

• sighting :f.s startling in its icplioations. 

11/13/52 
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WHAT RADAR TELLS 
ABOUT 

FLYING SAUCERS 
By Donald E. Keyhoe 

A Fawcett Publicalio11 
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From the December issue of TRUE, 
the Man's Magazine, on the newsstands 
Wednesday, November 19. 

WHATRADAR 
TELLSABOUT 

FLYINGSAUCERS 
U. S. Air Force and civilian radar ex­
pem know erwugh about temperature 
inversion to be sure that it doesn't 
explain the strange object. they've seen 
on their scope& in W mhington, and 
in other places. And the official Air 
Force gun-camera photos reproduced 
here for the first time back them up 

BY DONALD E. KEYHOE 

In a new investigation of the flying saucers, Tku.t: 
Magazine bas secured Air Force confirmation 
of these important facts: 
I. Since 1947, hundreds o( unidentified aerial 

objects have been tracked by ·radar operators of 
the Air Force, Navy and Civil Aeronautics Admin­
istration. 

2. More than 300 times, Air Force interceptor 
planes have chased mysterious lights and unidenti­
fied objects revealed by radarscopes. 

!I. Strange round objects have shown on inter­
ceptors' gun-camera pictures and on photographs 
taken from the ground at a missile-testing range. 

4. The "temperature im·ersion" or "mirage'' 
answer to radar sightings widely publicized by Dr. 
Donald H. Menzel of Harvard has failed to satisfy 
Air Force investigators because he has not at­
tempted to explain any specific "saucer" cases in 
official files. 

In December l 949, when an Air Force statement 
said saucer report$ were hoaxes, hallucination1, or 
mistaken observations of normal objects, the case 
lists of "Project Saucer" included se,·eral puzzling 
radar reports. At that ti~e. however, most Air 

Hovering object that was scanned by radar and 
seen by ground watchers was caught on film by a 
climbing jet pilot. These unretouched 55 mm. 
gun-camera movie frames, released to .TRUE by • 
the Air Force, were taken at 50,000 feet, near 
Wright Field, at 11 a.m. on August 20, 1952. 



Forc.e officials believed they we.re erron of interpretation 
due· to weather phenomena. Even during the past year, 
with radar reports rapidly increasing, some Air Force offi­
cersstill believed these disturbing cases were cawed by 
temperature invenion. 

Accumulated evidence, revealed in this article, now 
•proves that very few of the reports can thus be explained. 
As a result, many baffling "saucer" c-.i.sn investigated by 
the Air Technical Intelligence Command are still listed 
as unanswered. 

The most recent of these mystifying incidents was re­
ported • from Congaree Air Base near Columbia, South 
Carolina, as this was being written. On Augwt 20, 1952, 
radar operators at a nearby interceptor post were watch• 
ing their scope when a strange "blip" appeared at an 
indicated range of 60 miles southeast. 

Evidently the object shown was very fast-moving, for 
with.in less than a _minute each suc.cessive sweep of the 
beam renewed the blip in a different position, producing a 
row of widely spaced spots on the phosphor-coated glass 
in a track that ran off the scope. Dumbfounded, the men 
burriedly computed the speed. 

It was more than 4,1)()() !7'ilesper hour. 

The operat~rs realized that to flash an alarm was weiea. 
Moving at 70 miles a minute, the mysterious object would 
be 200 miles away before a jet interceptor could take off. 

When I checked on this case, the Air Force made no 
attempt to glou over the facts. The o~ton were experts, 
trained to recognize the blips of sobd objects. The radar 
was working correctly. Something· stteaked through the 
skies that morning, but the Air Technical Intelligence 
Command frankly admits it has no explanation. 

There are other unexpbined Air Force cases almost as 
incredible, such as the trading of an unidentified object 
at 1,700 m.p.h. near Kirksville, Missouri, and vain pursuits 
by jets at Dayton and St. Paul. (These and other important 
cases released to TauE by the Air Force will be discwsed in 
detail later.) 

Not until last July, when ui:iidentified lighted objects 
were seen at Washington Airport, did the general public 
learn that radar was trading.the saucers. Later, conflict­
ing news stories gave many the impression that the Air 
Force had "debunked" all saucer reports and had no 
further intercsL Major General Roger S. Ramey. Director 
of Operations, made the· Air Force position clear in the 
following statement for TauE: 

"The Air Force, in compliance with its million of air 
defeme of the United Sta~ must assume responsibility 
for investigation of any object or phenomena in the air 
over the United States. Fighter units have been instructed 
to investigate any object observed or established as exist­
ing by radar tracks, and to intercept any air-borne identi• 
lied as h01tile or showing hostile interesL This should not 
be interpreted to mean that air-defense pilots have been 
instructed to fire haphazardly on anything that fties." 

The Air Force attitude was amplified for me by another 
spokesman in this candid statement: 

"We don't know what these things are and there's no we 
in pretending we do. We can't discount entirely that they 
may come from another planet, though we have no evi­
dence to support it. We have found no threat to this 
country-there is not the slightest evidence that they come 
from a foreign nation-but until we know the answers we 
shall carry on a serious 1nvestigation." 

Unfortunately; public confidence in radar bas been badly 
shaken. Many Americans still believe that tlte Washington 
radannen, veteran air-traffic controllers, were trided by 
at.mo1pheric conditions.· The same cawe was said to have 
created mirage lights in the sky, deceiving airline and jet 
pilots, control-tower men, and other trained and experi• 
enced observers. 

If this were so, serious problems in air-trafli.c oontrol 
would certainly have to be solved. But the true story behind 
the Washington sightings has-never been told until now. 

To get that story, I spent considerable time at the Airway 
Traffic Control Center at Washington Airpon. I talked 
with the controllen who saw the strange blips and also 
with outside radar experts, Weather Bureau officials and 
radio astronomen. The final answer is startling in its im­
plications. 

The action.began ..at 12:40 a.m. on the night of July 20. 
At midnight, eight air-traffic controllers, headed by Harry 
G. Barnes,took over the watch at the Washington Center. 
The night ~as dear, traffic was light, and the men settled 
down for a routine watch. 

To undentand the queer events that followed, you must 
tint have a clear picture of the Center's operations. The 
Center is located entirely apart from the airport tower, 
which directs take-olls and landings and dose-in ttaffic. 
The radar room of the Center is a long, dimly lit chamber, 
darkened so scopes can be easily read. Its radar equip­
ment, by which controllers have guided thousands or air­
liners through fog and storms, is an M.E. W. (Microwave 
Early Warning) type similar to the sets used by the air-
defense forces. . 

On a nearby hiU, a huge parabolic antenna, rotating 
six times per minute, transmits a narrow radio beam which 
swings around the horizon. When the bea~ sttikes a plane, 
an "echo" or "return" is reftccted bad. Amrlified, this 
appears as a small spot or "blip" on the face o a cathode­
ray scope. The Center's main scope, 24 inches in diameter, 
baa a pale lavender glow. Traveling around the glass, like 
a glowing clock hand, is a purplish . streak called the 
"sweep" which shows the direction of the moving radio 
beam. 

As jhe echo comes back from a cruising airliner, a small 
round violet blip appears on the scope. At that s~t, the 
phosphor COilting or the glass maintains a dimmishing 
glow. Every te~ seconds, a new blip appean, showing the 
plane's changed position. The glass retains seven blips be· 
£ore the fint one fades out. From the position of the blips 
and the space between them, the plane's course and speed 
can be seen at a glance, also its location. distance and 
compass bearing. 

Besides the main scope, which is adjusted to show traffic 
within a 54-mile radius-a 68-mile circle-the Center oper­
ates two smaller console scopes which show the transmit• 
ter's full range of 105 miles, or a circle 210 miles in 
diameter. • 

Radancopes show other things than planes in the sky­
irregular blo.bs are reflected from thunderstorms, thin 
spotty blips from ftocb of birds, spreading blotches caused 
by rain or snow clouds. 

Very-high-frequency radar sets can pick up even cobwebs 
or- clouds of nearby insects. But these do not appear on 
the M.E.W. scope, nor would their echoes resemble the 
dear, sharp blip of a plane. There are two known things 
which can cause somewhat similar echoes-balloons espe­
cially equipped with large panels of metal for radar track­
ing, and "chaff" or "window," which are strips of aluminum 
foil dropped by military planes to jam radar sets. The pres­
ence or either is indicated by their drift at the speed of 
the wind. Strips of chaff, usually dumped by the bun­
dreds. cause heavy returns which trained radarmen can 
easily recognize. In addition, chaff falls to the ground. 
so that iu blips soon disappear. 

On the night of July 20, none of these things were in­
volved, as an Air Force check has proved. The scope was 
dear of any strange objects until 12:40. At that moment, 
seven round blips. like those of planes, suddenly appeared 
in the southwest quadrant. Since no group of planes-mili­
tary or civilian-was due to arrive, the Control Center men 
were immediately concerned. Harry Barnes, the senior 
controller, tracked the unknown visiton at 100-U0 m.p.h.­
a speed oddly low oompared with their swift appearance. 

Barnes quickly checled the consoles; both scopes showed 
the strange blips. He called in radar technicians; they found 
no flaw in the set or antenna. [Continued on page 94] 



Saucer •f'!" played amo~ manenuaeclby conuollen to 
direct aarlinen on Wahington traftic-cmter ndancope. 

From a conuoller'a original aketch,~ aauc:er movemen11 
July 20 on Wuhington raclanoope are diapammed aboTe. 
At A, aeveiiblipt appeared audclenly. Two moved (B) near 
White HOUie,one near Capitol. Al C, one Bed a north· 
weatbound airliner (inclic:alecl by IOW ·of blipa). Later (D) Air Force radarmen learn lO identify all normal phenomem. 
ten Bocked at Andrcwa Field. E illusttala a aaucer's right• 
angle turn compared with CUO'ing turn of ordinary aircraft. 
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, <:ar t:nd oll M{Uan:. It still lives there in 
1he current F Four and F Super models, 
the first, as the name indicates. a four­
seater. These Gtrs arc powert:d by the 
Rritish Ford four-cylinder engine, and 
although they lack the punch produced 
hy the old twins, they make up for it 
in tractability. The J.A.P., Ulackburne, 
Amani and :\latchlcss engines required a 
hit more attention than most contempor­
ary motor~5ts care to provide their power­
plants. 

l\forgan got around to three-wheel 
brakes in 1926. Up to that time, both 
hand and foot lm,ke worked on the sin­
gle rear wheel. and there were no crash­
stops pro,·idcd from, say, 80 miles an 
hour, which any stock Morgan in good 
shape would do. The braking system 
never was hooked up so that all three 
wheels could be held on one application: 
the pedal applied the front-wheel binders 
and the hand-lever the single rear. The 
steering ratio was <·hanged, as well, giv­
ing about 100 degrees of movement at 
the rim. It is brutally quick steering, of 
course, but great for sudden maneuvers 
once you're used to it. 

If the driver stopped worrying about 
the brakes and stuck his foot well into a 
thoroughly prepared hot Morgan Three, 
he could do some astonishing things with 
it. Clive Lones, who won more than 500 
events in ;\!organs. lapped the Brook· 
lands track at 103.2 miles an hour, get-

WhatRcllar AboutTells 
FlyingSaucers 

fC011ti11ued from page 26J 

Worried, though the low speeds didn't 
indicate Soviet bomhcrs. he called the 
Washington .-\irport tower. To handle 
loca I traffic. the tower has a separate set, 
an A.S.R. (Airport Sun·eillan(e Radar) 
with' a 30-milc range. 

Tower operators Howard Cocklin and 
Joe Zacko both reported the strange blips 
on their scope. and in the same position. 
So did Air Foret: radarmcn at .-\ndrews 
Air Force Base, which uses an A.S.R. set. 
Not OJlly that, visual obse!IVers at both 
points could see m.ysteriolls lights mov­
ing in the sky. 

Flashing word to Air Dcfenst:. Barnes 
turned back to the scope. The unknown 
visitors had separated. were now over 
Washington. two near the White House, 
one close to the Capitol. 

A few minutes later, the controllers 
bending over the scope got a new jolt. 
Ont: blip track showed an abrupt 90-
tlcgree turn, something no plane could 
do. As the swet:p rnme around. aoother 
of the sr,range ob_jects suddenly reversed 
-its new blip "blossoming" on top of the 
one it had previously made. The un­
known craft, or whatever it was, had 
stopped dead from over I 00 m.p.h., then 
rnmpletcly reversed direction-all in 
about five seconds. 

"Then we noticed another strange 
thing," Barnes told me later. "Some blips 
suddenly disappeared, between sweeps. I 
mulcln't c·•qilain it. until .Jim Ritchey 

ting 110 on the one short straightaway, 
and carrying a passenger to boot. Gwenda 
Stewart, one of the all-time great woman 
drivers, put IOI miles into the hour with 
a Morgan at Montlhery in France, and 
held 72 miles an hour for twelve consecu­
tive hours. Even the softer contemporary 
Morgans, with their I.I 72 c.c. engines 
worked up a bit according to standard 
U.S. spt:ed shop practice, would turn out 
some pretty fantastic speeds, and of 
course the l\lorgan has always been just 
the thing for (un and games on getaway 
from traffic lights. 

The (ontcmpor,try Mog two-seater has 
a 7 foot 11 inch wheelbase and 4 foot 2 
inch track, with an overall length of 11 
feet. It will top 70 in stock form, comes 
as a roadster onlv, and costs $756 at 
the factory plus tax. The four-seater is 
a trifle bigger and is priced at $798. 

Mr. H.F.S. l\lorgan is in his seventy­
third y<:ar just now, and shows no siJ.:ll 
of a wish to retire. His sons run the l\lal­
vern factory. but. twice a week he hops 
into his Jkntlcy and runs the 120 miles 
from his home to the factory at a good 
clip, usually hitting 100 m.p.h. some­
where along the route. He has owned• a 
good number of Rolls-Royce and Rolls­
Roy(e-huilt Bentley automobiles. "Next 
to a Morgan." ht: likes to say, "a Rolls­
Royce is as good a car as you can buy.·· 

-Ken W. Purdy 

called 'Casey' Pierman to check on one 
group of the things." 

Captain Pierman, flying a Capital air­
liner, had _just taken off from \\/ashing­
ton. In a few moments he radioed hack 
that he saw a bright light where the 
scope showed one of the objects. At the 
w·ry instant he called the Center, the 
objen raced off at terrific speed. 

"It.was almost as if whatever controlled 
it had heard us, or had seen Pierman head 
toward it," said Barnes. "He said it van• 
ished from sight in three to five seconds. 
But here's the important point: at that 
very moment, thc-hlip disappeared from 
the scope. 

"That means it must have raced out of 
our beam between ten-second sweeps. It 
could have done this in one of two ways: 
First, it could make a steep climb at ter• 
rific speed, so that in ten seconds it would 
be above the vertical area swept by our 
M.E.W. set. [The beam's average alti­
tude, at its highest point, is from 35,000 
to 40,000 feet, far out, but it is much less 
near the airport. At 30 miles, it is about 
8,500 feet, sloping to 1.200 at three miles.] 
Second, it could race horizontally off our 
34-mile scope within ten seconds." 

Considering the objects' relative posi­
tion. just before they vanished, this last 
would require a speed of from 5,000 to 
7,000 m.p.h. At the time, this seemed un­
believable to Barnes arid the other con­
trollers. But Captain Pierman later con­
firmed the objects' "tremendous speed. 

"They'd go up and down at terrific 
speed, or streak off and disappear. Be­
tween Washington and Martinsburg. we 
saw six of these fast-moving lights. [Con­
trol Center radar showed them at the 
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same position.} I don't know what they 
\\'ere, ~ut the~eren't shooting stan." 

Another confim1ation of tht visiton' 
incredible speed came later that night, 
from· the Washington tower. Operator 
Joe Zacko had been watching the A.S.R. 
scope when one of the mystery objects 
abruptly appeared just west of Andrews 
1-"icld. Unlike the slower M.E.W., the 
A.S.R., with its 28-r.p.m. antenna, can 
track extremely high speeds. As Zacko 
watched, fascinated, the blips made a 
bright streak or trail, heading north­
northeast toward Riverdale. Then the 
trail ended as swiftly as it had come. 

Howard Cocklin, hastily called over 
by Zacko, also saw tl1e l>right trail. To­
gtther they figured the object's speed 
lrom its trace. 

It had been nmkin~ two miles per sec­
ond-7,200 m.p.h. 

"It was as if it had descended r.tpidly, 
almost vertically," Cocklin told me later. 
"That would hring it suddenly into the 
A.S.R. beam area. It seemed to level off 
for those few seconds, and then abruptly 
a,acend out of the beam again." 

Barnes and his men saw another signifi­
cant maneuver that night. When they 
vectored a pilot toward one o( the lighted 

• objects. the strange blip disappeared. 
Tlu.·n in a few seconds it reappeared be­
hind the plane. Harnes commented, "If 
it was the same one-and I think it was 
-that was another of those high-speed 
vani~hing acts between sweeps." 

(The same maneuver was reported 
from Kirtland Air Force Base, New Mex­
ico. on July 2!1. On this occasion a mys• 
terious disk-sighted by numerous ground 
obser\"ers-was seen to whip around at 
terrific speed behind jet planes sent up 
10 intercept it.) 

At lJ a.m., two Air Force jets, brought 
in from another mission, roared down 
over Washington. Jwt before they ar­
rived, all the strange blips left the scope. 
Coi ncidencc or not, as soon as the Jets 
headed back for their base, the visitors 
reappeared and abr.iin swarmed over 
Washington. One, simultaneously plotted 
l1y the Center. Andrews Field, and tile 
Washington tower, followed an airliner 
to within four miles of the airport. as 
the pilot watched its light. At one time, 
ten of the ''saucers" were over Andrews 
Field, then at daybreak the}' were gone. 

The shaken oontrollers, for the most 
part. agreed they had tracked solid ob­
JC<'lS capable of fantastic maneuvers. 

'Tm positi\'C they were guided by some 
intelligence," Barnes has since told me. 
"If no planes were in the air, the things 
would fly m·cr the mon likely points of 
interest-Andrews Field, the aircraft 
plant at Ri\'erdale. the Monument, or the 
~apitol. One or two circled our radio 
beacons. But as soon as an airliner took 
off, $«:Vera) would dart across and start 
to follow. as if to look it over." 

On July 26, in the early e,·ening, an 
eerie red-lighted object Hashed over Key 
West, florida. A dcstroyct-escort quickly 
put to sea, and the Navy announced it 
would tf}' to find the answer. Then official 
1ilence fell. 

That same e\'cning at 9:08 p.m., the 
Washington Center, still jittery, had an­
other call from its unknown vi.sitors. 
Again, the control tower ;iod Andrews 

Field radar confirmed the blips. As ,be­
fore, the mystery objccu ho\'ered, made 
sharp turns, re,•crscd, and vanished from 
scopes. Pilots, too, and ground ohs1,n-ers 
watched the lights race off. 

Of four pilots who saw the fast-moving 
lights, one was flying a jct interceptor. 
This pilot, Lieutenant William L. Pat• 
terson, on seeing four lights, went after 
one at full throttle. 

"I was at my top speed," he said on 
landing, "but I couldn't dose in:· -His 
plane's mal(imum speed was better than 
600 m.p.h. 

When the story o[ these weird events 
broke, combined with fu11 details of the 
.July 20 sightings. the Air t·orce was 
flooded with demands for an cxplanatinn. 
Reluctantly. since Air Tedmical Intelli­
gence at Dayton had not even begun its 
C\'aluation, Air Force officials in Wash• 
ington released a public uatement: since 
some radar reports were due to tempera­
ture in\'crsion. this might explain the 
Washington sightings. including the odd 
lights. 

Until then, few people except scien• 
tists, r:.darmen and \\leather Bureau ex­
pl·rts had ever heard of i,wcrsiom. In 
m1eH, a temperature inversion is a simple 
effect. 

Ordinarily, air gets colder as the alti­
tude increases, but under certain condi­
tio_ns there may be layers of warm air 
with cooler air underneath. Such inver­
sions are common on the desert. At night. 
or when clouds suddenly shadow the hot 
ground, the surface quickly cools off. Air 
in contact with the ground also cools 
fairly quickly, but above this there is still 
a warm layer, its height and thickness 
,·arying with conditions. On top of this 
warm layer, the air becomes cool again, 
increasingly with altitude. 

Since light moves slower in a denser 
medium, its rays are refracted, or bent, 
as they pass from the warm to cold air. 
It is this which causes "lake"mirages on 
deserts, or a watery sheen that appears 
ahead as you drive on a heated road. 
In both these cases, the hot-cold layer 
refracts light wa,•es from above the hori• 
zon, and these "bent" waves are simply 
reflecting the sky. 

A apnon in a glau of water also il­
lustrates the principle o[ refraction. Seen 
from a cenam angle, the spoon appears 
to be bent sharply-a result of the dif­
ferent <tensities of air and water. 

Like light, radar waves move slower in 
a denser medium. and are bent by refrac­
tion. Under certain conditions, this can 
be caused when the waves strike layers of 
air with different temperatures. 

According to Dr. Donald H. Menzel, of 
Har\'ard University, tllis effect explains 
many flying saucers, both the lighh and 
radar blips. It is Mcnzel"s belief that ob­
serven have merely seen reflections, 
either of ground lights-or of stan, the 
moon, or the sun. In the same way, he 
says. radar "saucen" are simply ground 
objects picked up by deflected radar 
beams and shown on scopes as strange , 
blips. 

The apparent high speed and violent 
maneU\'Cn, he explains, can be caused 
by reflections of moving objects. such as 
can and trajns. or by turbulence in the 
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objects n<::1ra B-2,9. Its presence was con­
firmed by two radar operators who 
tracked it at jet-plane speed. Pictures 
taken on 35-mm. film are said to show an 
oval-shared object, too indistinct be­
cause o the altitude to reveal details. 
At first, a balloon was suggested as an 
answer, but the "jet speed" approach 
shown on radar proves this was. impos­
sible. No definite conclusion has been 
made by Air Technical intelligence an­
alysts. 

In the light of these earlier re/>0rts, 
the 1952 sightings now seem doub y im­
portant. 

On June 19, 1952, a new incident oc­
nirred at Goose Bay Air Force Base-the 
fourth to date. Just after midnight, a 
weird red light appeared. holding a 
southwest course. At the same time, tower 
radarmen caught it on their scope. After 
hovering briefly, at 4,000 feet, the light 
suddenly turned white. At about this in­
stant, the blip on the scope '"brightened." 
This effect. familiar to operators, is seen 
when a plane banks, the larger surface 
exposed to the radar beam causing a 
sharper return. 

Apparently, the unknown device had 
tilted for a swift maneuver. A second 
later, the blip returned to normal size, 
then vanished from the scope. The light 
disappeared at approximately the same 
moment. (This odd change in color, be­
fore a maneuver or increase in speed, has 
been described in numerous other cases.) 

An even more puzzling incident was 
the Kirksville. Missouri. affair of July 13. 
It was 9 p.m. when Air Force radarmen 
picked up an unknown object, its blip 
indicating a solid device or machine the 
size of a B-36. Before it raced off into 
the night, its speed was tracked at 1,500 
knots-over 1,700 m.p.h. Searching- for a 
solution, one officer theorized that a 
thunderst0rm might have caused the 
blip, but Washington Center controllers 
say this is impossible. To date, the A.T .• 
J.C. has found no explanation. 

Week after week, jet fighters are 
"scrambled" at points around the coun­
U'Y for "saucer" chases. One of these 
alerts happened near Osceola, Wisconsin, 
three nights after the second Washington 
episode. As in many of these pursuits, 
the first reported speeds of the blips con• 
trasted strangely with the objects' later 
maneuvers. Most of the blips were daw­
dling at 60 m.p.h. until the jets took off. 
Shortly aherward, one blip's speed 
jumped over 600-

Reaching 25,000 feet, one pilot spied 
some rapidly moving lights, a little cast 
of St. Paul. At the same time, they were 
sighted by a trained Civil Defense sky­
watch observer, just before they disap­
peared. 

A meteor shower was first considered 
a possible explanation. lt is true that 
meteors can fJe tracked by radar; this 
method is now used by several observa­
tories. But an astronomer at the Naval 
Observatory, Washington, quickly ruled 
out this answer because of the first slow 
speeds. In addition, no meteor shower 
was reported on that night. 

Two F-86 pilots had a little better 
luck in a chase on August I. At the time, 
the press was refused permission to in­
terview the pilots-a rule of the Air De-

Jhe _Gifthe will remember you by 

cAlligato..-

FAMOUS AS "THE COAT YOU'LL LIVE INI" 
Never before such wide selection of outercoot 

Around the clock .• ,fobrics ... all from Alllgatorl Choose from lu1<uri• 
ous all-wool wol'lteds to fine ligh_tweights In noturol around tho calot1elar 
and man•made fibers ... hondsome gabardine 
weaves unmatched for quality and appearance­
plus poplins, twills, checks and foncy effects. All 
with the famous Alligator look of casual· smartness. 
All water repellent ar waterproof processed. 

Available in wide range of styles, colors, fob• 
rics and prices ... just the Alligator he is sure lo 
like! Get yours now I 

SPORT CHIEF .JACKET 
Jacket fashion to please all men come Christmas 
morning. Styled for comfort and compliments. A ~ilt­
always appreciated-always remembered. 
at "'°'',torea or wriu: 
CHIU• A"PARltL, INC .. 902 BROADWAY. NEW YORK. N. Y. 

97 



your feet! 

Word Hill Shoos 
with polenled 
flexibility 

No. 
637S 

FLEXIBLE 
MEANS 

... and Ward Hill Shoes are 
the most flexible becaµse they have 
the patented "Flexible-T" construction. 
Feel the difference on 
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Hagin told me, "conditions would have 
to be very, very unusual to cause such 
effects. In my opinion, the pinpointing 
of blips by three radar stations, and simul­
taneous sighting of lights at the same 
points, would make it impossible." 

"How much of an inversion-what tem­
perature change would be needed?" I 
asked him. 

"Ten degrees Fahrenheit at the very 
least. Probabl'y much higher." 

As a final step, I asked the Air Force to 
select a radar expert to present the offi­
cial oµinion. The officer chosen was 
Major Lewis S. Norman, Jr., of the Air­
craft Control and Warning Branch, who 
had made a special study of temperature 
inversion. 

"Turbulence in an inversion layer ab­
solutely is necessary to get the effect of 
high speed and fantastic maneuvers," 
Major Norman told me. "It can result 
from up or down drafts, or such 'burbles' 
may be caused by heated air from smoke­
stacks." 

"At a minimum. how much tempera­
ture inversion would it take?" I asked. 

"On the centigrade scale, between 5 
and 10 degrees. If you used the Fahren­
heit scale, it would take an inversion be­
tween 9 and 18." 

Now I was sure of the truth. But to be 
doubly certain, I rechecked Weather 
Bureau charts. 

On the first night, the inversion had 
been 1 degree Fahrenheit. The second 

inversion. III lhc laner case, the light or 
radar waves, striking agitated air, re­
flect unevenly, creating false effects of 
mot,ion even from fixed objects. 

At first glance, this would seem to ex­
plain not only the Washington reports, 
but all the simultaneous radar-and-light 
sightings. When word of this answer 
reached Washington Airport, the con­

·trollers and radar engineers were as­
tounded. 

~•Every man in here knows tempera­
ture-inversion effects," said Barnes. 
"When an inversion is big enough, it 
picks up all sorts of 'ground clutter'­
water tanks, buildings, bridges, shore 
lines and so on. But anybody can recog­
nize it-you'll see huge purplish blobs, 
but nothing like those blips we tracked. 
And in the six years I've watched these 
scopes, absolutely nothing-high-speed 
jets, storms, inversions, or anything else 
-has ever caused echoes that maneuvered 
like that, and we have had identical 
weather conditions many times." 

Every controller and technician backed 
him up. 

"Besides that," Chief Engineer J. L. 
:'lkGivern told me, "there was no ground 
clutter either time, except the big blotch 
we always have at the center of the scope, 
where the -bottom of the beam picks up 
the airport buildings." 

At the Weather Bureau, I found the 
same answer. Vaughn D. Rockne, senior 
radar specialist, who is familiar with in­
version effects, had never seen or heard 
of such blips as were tracked on the two 
nights in question. 

Or. John Hagin, the leading radio as­

night it had bc::cn almost equally negligi­
ble-barely 2 degrees. ~ 

Here was positive proof. Te111j1ernture 
i11versio11could 1101 possibly explain the 
Waslti11gto11"saucer" cases. • 

Suddenly, as I recalled the words of 
the Naval Research experts, the hun­
dreds of Air Force radar reports took 
on dramatic meaning. The rare condi­
tions required to prnduce moving lights 
and blips certainly could not have ex­
isted in more than a few of these cases. 
There must be a large number still offi­
cially unexplained. 

Going back to the Air Force, I asked 
two point-blank questions. Had Dr. 
Menzel ever been asked by the Air Force 
to deterniine if his theory would c..xplain 
specific "saucer" cases? If so, what were 
the results? 

Herc are the Air Force answers: 
I. Dr. Menzel had been invited to~ 

apply his theory to cases on record. 
2. He had not attempted to explain 

any specific occurrences. 
Following this, I asked the Air Force 

for typical reports and conclusions, from 
1948 up to date. 

One of the first cases, involving three 
separate incidents, took place in Labra­
dor, at Goose Bay Air Force Base. About 
!I a.m. on Ocwbcr 29, 1948, an unidenti­
fied object in slow level flight was tracked 

. by tower radarn1cn. Two days later, the 
same thing happened again. But the fol­
lowing night, on November I, radarmen 
got a jolt. Some strange object making 
600 m.p.h. was tracked for four minutes 
before it raced off on a southwest course. 

At the time, weather conditions were 
considered as a possible answer. But in 
the light of the new temperature-inver­
sion revelations, this obviously must be 
ruled out. 

On November 6, the same year, Air 
Force operators in Japan tracked two 
strangely maneuvering objects for sixty­
five minutes. On the scope. they appeared 
like two planes dogfighting, but no 
fighters were in the area. This case is still 
unsolved. 

On the night of November 2!1, 1948, an 
F-80 pilot flying near Furstenfcldbruck, 
Germany, sighted a circling red light. 
About the same moment, the object was 
picked up by an Air Force ground radar 
station. It was tracked as flying in ci,-cles 
at 27,000 feet; the same altitude at which 
the pilot encountered it. Because of his 
own maneuvers, he could only guess at 
its speed-somewhere between 200 and 
500 m.p.h. 

As the F-80 drew nearer, the object 
swiftly climbed up out of the pilot's sight. 
But before it went off the scope, operators 
tracked it to 40,000 feet. Tlus case also is 
unexplained. 

On February 22, 1950, Naval officers at 
Key West reported that two glowing ob­
jects had been tracked by ra.darmen as 
they streaked above the air station. They 
were also seen by pilots and ground men, 
flying at a height too great for attempted 
pursuit. 

Over a year later, on July 14., 1951, 
two strange objects were sighted above 
White Sands as Air Fotce and other ob­
servers watched a guided-missile test. An 
optical tracker, using a 20-power monocu­
lar telescope. spotted one of the large 
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fense Command. Since then, however, 
the A.T.I.C. has made details available 
for use in this article. • 

At about 10:45 on the morning or Au­
gust I, ground radar at \Vright-Patterson 
AFB picked ,up an unidentified object 
between the base and • Bcllefontame, 
Ohio. It was also reported by ground 
witnesses as a mysterious glowing sphere. 
The two jet pilots, Major James B. 
Smith and Lieutenant Donald J. Herner, 
were immediately dispatched to intercept 
it if possible. 

As they reached 30,000 feet, both pilots 
saw a brightly glowing object hovering 
above them. To make certain it was not 
a ground reflection, they carefully maneu­
vered to view it from various angles. The 
"saucer's" appearance did not change. 
Positive it was a-solid object, both pilots 
switched on their camera-guns, nosed up· 
ward and made separate runs for pictures. 
Within a few secoods of the planes' 
maneuver, the "saucer" began to mo,·e 
off, disappearing at a high rate of speed. 

When the pictures were developed, a 
round shape appeared on both films. But 
its speed or distance prevented distinctive 
details from showing in the prints. 

No final conclusion has been made by 
the A.T.I.C. in this case. That this might 
have been a balloon, as suggested, does 
not stand up, for two reasons. First, and 
most important, no balloon can hover, 
then suddenly race off, outdistancing fast 
jets. Second, ordinary weather balloons 
will not show on radarscopes; as stated· 
before, it is necessary to attach a metal 
radar "target" to reflect the beam. But if 
ground radarmen had been tracking such 
a balloon, there would have been no 
mystery. All weather-balloon records are 
available to the A.T.I.C. and no radar­
targ<;t balloon was within miles of the 
spot. 

The only balloon in the general area 
was a standard radiosonde type, which 
holds a tiny radio transmitting set, and it 
was released thirty minutes before the 
pilots' encounter. Weather Bureau ex-· 
perts have informed me it is not possible 
to get a radar blip from this type of 
balloon. Even if it were possible, there 
would still be no explanation for the 
hovering and sudden burst or speed wit­
nessed by two experienced pilot5. 
• The violent maneuvers and high speeds 
frequently reported rule out atrballoons 
-including the Navy's "skyhooks" which 
were once publicized as the correct ex• 
planation. 

Every other conventional explanation 
has been proved false. One, given shortly 
after the Washington sightings, was put 
forth by a chemist named Noel Scott, who , 
is employed by the Army. Scott an­
nounced he had produced tiny "saucers" 
of ionized gas in a vacuum-jar experi­
ment at Fort Belvoir. At the time, Scott 
told Air Force investigators he had no 
idea whether the conditions of his experi­
ment were likely to exist in the atmos­
phere. To get the answer, I queried Dr. 
George Ray Wait, internationally known 
physicist of Carnegie Institute. Here's 
what Dr. Wait told me: 

"I know of no conditions in the earth's 
atmosphere, high• or low, that would 
duplicate those needed to make the 
laboratory'models at Fort Belvoir." 

In regard to unide.ntifie~ ',?bjects ob­
served visually and tracked by radar, Dr. 
Wait posed a key question: Are they navi­
gated? 

"If the reports of reversals, sharp turns, 
rapid climbs and descents are fully con­
firmed," he said, "no natural phenomena, 
to my knowledge, would explain such re-
ports." ' , 

The swift acceleration of saucers, con­
firmed by radar and visual reports, far 
exceeds the acceleration of man-made 
rockets and guided missiles. In addition, " 
no earthly craft can reverse from high 
speed or make the violent turns proved 
by radar tracks. 

Some flying-saucer 'skeptics claim that 
. no solid object, not even a revolutionary 
space ship.- could maneuver as reported, 
since it would be subject to the Earth's 
laws of gravity, momentum and inertia. 

But there is one practical answer. By 
applying the propulsion force in the op• 
posite direction, abruptly reversing its 
thrust. an object might be halted in a 
few seconds. On an M.E.W. radarscope, 
or as seen visually, it would appear to 
have stopped almost instantly. After this 
full-power stop, a 90-degree turn could 
then be achieved by again changing the 
thrust. 

A G-sled used by the Air Fqrce gives 
a hint of the P.Ossibilities. This device, 
driven by rockets down a long track, at­
tains high speed in a few seconds. Near 
the end of the track, it is abruptly halted 
by a powerful braking system. For an 
instant, the force acting on an occupant 
is many times the effect of gravity. Tests 
have proved that human pilots, for a 
"fraction or a second, can take over 45, G's 
and live. 

Perhaps humanlike beings could with­
stand the G forces of saucer maneuvers if 
applied for only a moment. It may be, 
however, that the objects are rem<_>tely 
controlled from higher up to avoid re­
peated exposure to such stresses. In any 
event, the maneuvers themselves are ex­
plainable by reversing or shifting the 
thrust of some radically new type of pro­
pulsion. 

The increasing evidence from the 
radar-and-light reports cannot be denied. 
It is my opinion, as previously stated in 
TRUE, that the saucers are devices from 
outer space, exploring the Earth just as 
our government expects some day to ex­
plore other planets. 

Though most authorities believe that 
life, as we know it, is not possible on 
Mars or Venus, they do not exclude the 
possibility that different forms 0£ life 
may have developed there. From these 
neighboring planets, the time required 
to reach the earth would be relatively 
short, with the velocities now considered 
attainable. 

I£ the saucers are not from planets of 
our solar system, then the problem or the 
vast distances from other stars' planets 
may seem insurmountable. But Einstein's 
theory o( special relativity offers a solu­
tion now accepted by space-travel plan­
ners in this country. and abroad. ~ecause 
of the relative nature of time and space, 
the elapsed .time for a round trip to a dis­
tant point will be less for the travelers 
than the elapsed time recorded on Earth 
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when that joW-llf.Yis ended. However, the 
occupants of the space craft will be un• 
aware o( any difference during their trip; 
to them, the daily passage of time, as 
shown by their· clocks, will seem normal. 

This difference, or "time-0ilatation fac­
tor" as it is railed, will increase as a 
space ship's speed approximates the ve-
1,><.ityor light. 

fantastic though it seems, time dilata• 
tion has been proved mathematically. In 
a recent Journal o( the British Inter­
planetary Society, Or. L. R. Shepherd 
1,:i\·es figures for a specific interstellar voy­
age. He assumes that a traveler, X, makes 
a round trip to the star Procyn, 10.4 light 
years away, while :m observer, Y, remains 
on Earth to record the elapsed time here. 
He also as!umes that, because of the long 
trip at maximum speed, periods of ac-
1 dcration and retardation are negligible. 

"Suppose X goes to Procyn and back," 
says Dr. Shepherd, "with a velocity of 
.!19c [c equals the velocity of light). While 
Y records X's return twenty-one years 
later, X is aware only of a passage of 
thru yt!nrs. ... The only shortcoming 
would be ... that friends whom he leh 
in the bloom of their vouth would be 
found in their dotage." • 

This latter effect, however unfortunate, 
docs not alter the basic fact: time dilata­
tion can greatly shorten interstellar 
.iourncys. Nor would trips o( several years 
daunt human space exploren any more 
than long sea voyages daunted Columbus, 
1\fagellan and others who left home for 
extended periods to explore the globe. 

To reach velocities close to that of light 
would, this scientist points out, require a 
source of energy more powerful than any 
known today-the wholesale conversion 
or mass into energy. . 

The problem is staggering-but so 
were the problems of splitting the atom. 
Races on other planets, with civilizations 
perhaps thousands of years ahead of ours, 
could have found the answer and con­
quered space long ago. 

Some Air Force officers still insist the 
saucers do not exist. But regardless o( 
~uch personal beliefs, the "saucer" inves,­
ligation will go on. The b,rowing body 
of data, it is hoped. may petmit some 
mndusions to be drawn. So far, statistics 
aren't particularly helpful. A prelimi­
nary A.T.I.C. analysis of fifty radar re­
ports taken at rai:idom from the files show 
incidents Crom land and sea, and speeds 
between lero and 4,500 m.p.h.; 80% 
came from surface-land or ship-bascd­
raclar installation,, 20% from air-borne 
set,, and 35% were confirmed visually. 
Daytime produced !l5% o{ the incidents, 
night 65%. In 60% of the cases, a single 
object was reported; in 40%, multiple 
objects. They flew straight paths more 
often than they maneuvered. 

The latest plans of the A.T.l.C. attest 
10 iu serious attitude. -One hundred 
~pedal two-lens cameras which can take 
.,imultaneous straight and spectroscopic 
photos, through which the saucers' light 
svurce may be analyzed, have been sent 
LO strategic points-air bases, A-bomb 
plants, and other spou where the mys­
terious visitors have frequently been 
sccn. The reports of airline pilots and 
other trained observers are to be studied 
more rarcfully than ever before. Even 

apparent hoaxes will be investigated. 
The Air Force is admittedly touchy 

on one point-the question of intercep­
tors trying to down the "saucers." Gen­
eral Ramey, reiterating his previous 
statement, emphasized: 

"No orders have been issued to the 
Air •Defense Command or by the Air 
Defense Command to its fighter units to 
fire on unidentified aerial phenomena." 

Unless an object attacks our planes, or 
'is obviously a threat to this country, the· 
decision is left up to pilots. 

In talking with Major Norman, the 
Air Force radar expert, I learned he had 
been an interceptor pilot and had once 
chased a strange light. 

"On an interception like that," I said, 
"exactly what steps would you take?" 

"First, you prepare for combat," he 
said. "That means your guns are ready in 
case you're fired on. Then I'd ease in 
dose, i( I could, for a try with my camera­
guns. But I'd be very cautious, I'll tell you· 
that." 

"Suppose you got clpse," I said, "and 
saw some strange device. Would you sig­
nal for it to land~maybe fire a bunt 
off to one sider" 

He looked at me grimly. "Unless it 
attacked me,' I wouldn't cut loose my 
guns-it might be suicide." 

"Even if they weren't hostile," another 
officer told me, "barging in too dose 
might scare them into attacking." 

There is no doubt that many inter­
ceptor pilots remember Captain Man• 
tell, who wet his death while chasing a 
~aucer near G<xlman field, Kentucky. 
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Though he was said to have blacked out 
[rom lack. of oxygen, there is still a ling­
ering doubt among fliers. 

Trying to communicate with the 
saucen would seem the next logical step. 
So far, the Air Force informed me, it has 
made no such attempt. When I suggested 
the idea to Controller Harry Bame,, he 
looked surprised. 

"I was so intent on t.rack.ing them, I 
never thought of trying the radio. Alter 
all, what would you say?" 

"How about this? 'You, out there three 
miles north of the airport; if you read 
me, make a right turn.'" 

"If it did turn, my hair would prob­
ably stand on end." Barnes thought for a 
moment. "Maybe I'll try it, at that. if it 
ever happens again.'' 

from all the hundreds of saucer re­
ports, one fact -stands out-there is no 
cause for £ear. For years, these unknown 
visitors have been nperating peacefully 
in our atmosphere. (I do not believe Man­
tell's plane was destroyed as a hostile 
act.) There· has been .plenty of time, if 
hostility· were intended, for the intelli­
gence back. of the saucers to strike at our 
planes and our cities. 

It is evident that exploration, and 
eventually contact, are the purposes be­
hind the saucers' repeated visits. When 
that contact comes, it should be no cause 
for panic. Meeting intelligent being, 
who know the secrets of space should 
be of profound benefit to everyone on 
Earth. 

It could be the greatest adventure or 
all time.-Donald E. Keyhoc 
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July 31, 1952 

Dear :Mr. Pearson: 

Having received many requests about the origin of the 
helicopter due to the more than 10,000 rescues in Korea and the 
rapid expansion of the helicopter industry into a new billion 
doliar industry, I fel. t that some concrete and accurate informa­
tion about the helicopter would be very appropriate at this ti.me. 

We are sending you a chronological cartoon, in a folder,
dealing with the •firsts• of helicopters, which we feel you may 
fim interesting. The original of this cartoon is hangi~ in the 
Sm1thsonian Institution, Washington, D. c. and 1n the Franklin 
Institute, Philadelphia. 

We are also inclosing, for your information and files, 
a chronological study of the origin of the •early birds" of the 
helicopter. Should you have any questions or desire f'ln"ther 
information, we will be happy to send it to you. • 

In reference to Flying Saucers; when I was a little boy 
my father took me on a vacation to a farm far from town. I was a 
witness to a strange phenomenon which took place 1n a peasant•s
house, a large barn-like structure with windows cut right in the 
log wall. I was playing w1th some other children when a twirling
fireball entered one side of the house through the window and 
floated, just like an ordinary balloon, very close to the ceiling, 
which was at least 12 feet high. This spinning fireball was approx­
imately 8 inches long am emitted light and sparks and made crackling 
am humming sounds. It traveled across the ceiling and went out of 
another window, presumably with the aid of the ventilating air current. 
Wewere taken by surprise because this happened so quickly and we 
huddled 1n one corner. Later on we were assured and calmed by the 
grandfather of the family, who was outside, that this phenomenon had 

Electric,IPrinoincl ,..,.. driWIIstill incl IIOliorlpiclu,• d111 recordingCIIMflS - Au1om1ticlinM-l•PHd111 aa.aa - AuloNllc c-.. 
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happened quite often and the tireball, as he· explained, was only 
dangerous with straw roots, which ,1ould undoubtedly catch on tire. 
so, I believe that it you question •old timers• all over the 
country and abroad, you will find similar experiences, which have 
occured tor hundreds or years am were kept quiet by the people
because there was no special interest in reporting it beyond
their f'amily circles. Now that everyone is excited about fantastic 
stories about the enemy aIXi outer-space visitors, many people
tell exaggerated stories 1n oraer to 6 et publicity. 

In reference to radar picking up those objects, it would 
be interesting to make an experiment, with the aid or a radar research 
laboratory, setting up whirling spark discharges from a high frequency 
generator similar to the one w~ch General Electric used when experi­
menting with lightening. By trying the radar both near am far 
away, you will firxl that it ricks up th1 s electrical. disturbance and 
will show it on the radar screen or camera. 

I saw you in the motion picture called "The Day ~he Earth 
Stood Still• and constantly watch you on television. I like the 
way you talk to the ai.nienoe and the way you don•t •pull any punches•
regardless ot whom you are speaking ot. 

At the present time this country is f'looded with misrepre­
sentations and 11tairy tales• from Sikorsky and big aviation companies
combined who are glorifying him, at the ;,rice ot distorted tacts, 
w1th the aid or very expensive nar;~ines and payed camout"laced 
advertisema~ts writt~n by hi~h pressure ;ubl1city men. You see, 
this is good tor business and their back-log of' helicopter orders 
is growing more and more. P.:-esident T . .:-·w.lan even shook bands with 
Sikorsky as a •r·Jn or the mill• 1,i""·ocedure. 

Most miiversities, government agencies, almanacs, encyclo­
pedias, and many leading news rapers have the material which I am 
sending you and they are correcting the false data which was subm1 tted 
to them in t~ past. I am also making 1 t my business to present
the true tacts so that the younger generation, especially students, 
will avail themselves with data f'ree tram the pollution or distorted 
tacts. 

I would appreciate 1 t if', when you have a chance, you 
woul.4 tell the truth about the developement ·or the helicopter. I 
know you are not afraid of' offending some class by your revelation 
ot exposure. 

IJ/nh Ivan Jerome, 
Inclosures 5 
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The Engineering Division Helicopter 
The EngineerinK Division Helicopter-the first to make a successful flight is equipped with a Le Rohne engine rated 

at 180 hp. but developinK under the condition, 170 hp. Its weight, pilot and gas included, l1 about 3600 pounds. The 
lift ot the helicopter i1 derived from tour 1ix bladed propellers having each 8 meters diameter set in motion by a special 
gearing 1y1tem connecting the motor to the propeller,. 

Thoae witneeaing the first public flipt of the helicopter are: George de Bothezat (inventor), Ivan Eremeeff, G. W. 
ReploKle, T. C. A1henfelter, T. Oberg, J. B. Brel1ford, 0. D. Grewe)) and W. J. Botting. Major T. H. Bane piloted the 
machine. 
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A view of the Enpneerin1 E>ivition Helicopter and a poup of employea of th~ Special Raearch Section 
in which department the machine was built. 

Lef1 to Rliht, "ffl!ppy'\.O. W. Root, W. N, Buchu, LC. Aahenfelter, W. J, Bottlns,_I. Enmedf, (Ault, to Inventor), B. Proffitt, Dr, Oeo. de Bothaat, (lnven•
tor), O. D. 0re-u. o. ~van,, B. L Beam, R. McKcnna, O. R. Poeter, E. Sueeee, P, Monn, W. K. Rider, A, Gardner, L Pierce, B. RIiey, B. Maver, T, T. Ober■• 
E. A. Bure, A. P. Bohmer, Mn. E. D. Oalnee, 

When a person speaks of a "Helicopter" to one not fa­
miliar with aeronautics he is talking in an unknown langu­
age. It is, in fact, a comparatively new word and represents 
a vehicle of the air which up until the present Jay has been 
nothing more than an object of experimentlltion, or a phan­
tastic dream of the aeronautical engir,eer .tnd the amateur 
inventor. 

Men have attempted to invent "helicopters" even before 
the airplane was developed and in looking back over the 
types of early failures in invention of aircraft we find any 
number of machines designed with a hope that they would 
perform the functioni, of the "helicopter"-a heavier-than-air 
machine which h capable of deriving its lifting or sustain­
in& power from tht direct v,-rtic-111thrust of large propellers. 

It is felt by many who arc authoritative in aeronautical 
questions that aerial navigation will never reach a stqc of 
absolute practicability and perfection until the problem of 
vertical flight is solved. When the helicopter is developed it 
will mean that this problem is solved. 

For som~ time the En1inccring Division, Air Service, at 

• 

McCook Field, has been carrying on exhaustive experimen­
tation in a type of helicopter designed by Dr. Gcorec de­
Bothezat. Publicity on the development of the machine has 
been carefully restricted and up until the present period not 
an inkling of what was being accomplished has been given 
to the press. However, since the helicopter has been com­
pleted and tested, through the forbearance of the press and a 
request from the Chief of the Air Service, an account of the 
first flights has been given out. 

The entire development of the helicopter was taken over 
by the Special Research Section and constructed in strict 
privacy, the work personally directed by the ·designerand 
inventor, Dr. dcBothezat. 

The hangar housing the helicopter has been for many months 
closed to all employees except those actually employed in 
the construction, or otherwise in higher authority in the En­
gineering Division The Special Research Section hu there­
fore been more or less a place of mystery, and what the 
machine looked lilcc or how it operated was a puzzle except 
to the few mentioned 
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THE SLIPSTREAM 

Althou&h the employees have all these months waited pa• 
tiently to witness the fint trial flight of the craft, it wu 
brought out for test at a time when few were present and 
the fint fli&ht made with but little undue stir. 

It wu the morning of December 18, 1922, at McCook 
Field that the fint flipt in public was made, the helicopter 
bein1 piloted by Major Bane. Wheeling the craft to the 
m iddle of the flying field it was made ready for the test 
at 9 :00 Lm. Calmly taking his place in the pilot's seat, 
Major Bane primed the motor and it started. The four 
1reat propeller winp or screws began to rotate like giant 
pin-wheels. The helpers then stood clear of the machine 
while the pilot gradully increased the speed of the motor. 
The propellen rotated faster and faster, without the familiar 
drone, however, common with the airplane propeller and 
with the six blades plainly visible on each of the four pro-

. pellen u they spun around 
The movement seemed graceful and without the noise of 

friction in any part of the mechanism. She lifted herself 
liehtly, an inch, two, three,-up, up until she stood about 
three feet clear of the eround and remained at an altitude 
between two to six feet for one minute and forty-hvo sec­
onds The time was checked by one of the military officials 
present, also by civilian representatives. 

While in the air the machine was remarkabl)· steady, 
merely the sliptest oscillations being observed. Hovering 
at the heieht mentioned the helicopter drifted along.possibt)·, 
three hundred feet with the wind. 

Driftine close to the fence Major Bane was fon.-ed to 
make a landing which was brought about under complete 
control. By obeervina the wheel marks in the light sno,v 
which covered the ground at tht place of landing it could 
.be seen that the machine landed on a spot not more than 
three feet in leneth. 

This feature is significant in the fact that the helicopter 
hu recorded the first successful landing of this kind in the 
history of aeronauti~. The layman can at once surmise 
\\'hat it will mean when machines are perf~ted with the 
ability to take off and land in so i1malt a space. It will 
mean that the smallest city lot, strttt block, or top of build-

I.L·ft-lun t-:n.1UC1.-ff • C:h·il ~n·ice, f Jcn,nwl Amlliauri­
nl l.>..,.i~r ":irh the Spc.,:ialRntarch l)q,amnmr, Con• 
11ul1inl[l1ll[inecr Helicopter Section al :\lcCook fie Id. 

• l>:a~·ron.Ohio, cu-dnil[ncr with l>r. l>e 801ha.a1 of IM 
t-:natinl-.:rinlfl>h·ision Air Corps. Helicop1er, Maller~ 
L:hanic fumnan. and in cc,mplcu cha~ of dnil(flinl[. con-
111nic1ionand rn1in2 ot" Helicop1er. 

Cl-nlcr-l>r, l>e Botha.a1-ma1hcma1idan, frtt lance 
C:omul1inlfmainttr. co-dnirner with El'ffllffll of 1he ~n-
1Cinttrin2 l>ivision. Air Corps. Helicopm, Public relations 
:and puhlici1y man of the Helicop1er Secrioo, McCook 
Field, l>a~1on, Ohio. 

Ri1Ch1-Major Thunnan H. Banc--Commandinr Oflicff, 
t-:nl[inttrintt l>h·ition, Air Service, Fine Official Piloc of 
1hc f.ntrinttrinl[ Division Helicoptn, Member of army 
t,tniup who tupportcd 1he Helicopter Project, amona ~·hom 
\\C~ Sec. of War Baker, General Billy Mi1chell, Sec. of 
C.immerc:c Herbert Hocn·er, General Patrick. and noted 
lnnntor Thtima Ah·a Editon. 

THE HEUCOPTER IN PLIGHT 

ing may be used for an aerial station. What a wonderful 
thing it will be when it is ~e possible for one to soar up 
,ertically from an)· given point and then after the desired 
height is reached level off on horizontal flight until the 
destinarion is reached when it will be just as easy to settle 
down gracefully Jike a falling parachute to any desired spot. 
An ideal dream, )'OU sar, yet, ~en«mber we are just relating 
the first flight of this kind-a short one to be true, but let 
us recall that th~ first flilht of the Wright Brothen some 
hventy yearsago, in their airplane, lasted less than half a 
minute. 

It is a f&l.-t,however, that the casual observer is prone to 
expect too much and is apt to ridicule any idea or theory 
which does not work out to absolute perfection at the ontet . 

The first flight of the helicopter is regarded as highly 
,:ratifying both by the inventor and by the officials of the 
Engineering Division. It is a great step toward the final 
pal to perfection and if we can hope for advancement u 
rapid as has been wrought 'in airplanes it is no idle dream 
to picture common helicopter flights within the next fifteen 
yeans. 
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FIR.ST SUCCESSFUL HELICOPTER, designed, built and flown by 
Ivan Jerome of Massapequa is shown above when it hovered in controlled 
Sight for one minute 42 second,· on Dec. 18, 1922. Jerome was th<:n 

research consultant for U.S. Anny Air Corps at McCook Field, Dayton. 
Ohio. Plans for development were dropped because it was thought im­
prac:tical. Rotating wing planes are now widely used by government. 

LI Inventor Claims 'Copter as His 
By Bernie Bookbinder 

Mas~apcqua-A bitter, white-haired manscoffed last night at President Truman's recent 
commendation of Igor. Sikorsky for de\'eloping the helicopter. The l\lassapcqua scientist in­
si.~ts that the a<:C:oladebelongs to him. 

"It 11 not right," he said, "they -------------------------
make a areal mistake." Collier Trophy for Av I a ti on Sli11stream, official publication of 

He Is Ivan Jerome, or Ivan Achievement, the magazine stated, McCook Field. Dayton, 0., In Jan• 
Eremeeff a~ he wa~ named 55 "Althoush it i1 a very ~nt in­ uary. \92.1. 
;year• ago in Russia. From hla vention, the helicopter dates back From Slipstream's page1 unfold,
drawln& boerd have come desirna to an anCiC'nt Idea that wu a tale of aeronautical ploneerincand apeclfit'ations for many of the blocked for ~nturles for lack of known to but a..few and remem­most commonplace' and hithl:Y an efficient power plant. bered by les.•. The mapzlne ex•technical mechani~ms. "Inventors of the 19th century, plains that the helicopter was de­

One of thei<e lnvE'ntlons, Jerome using steam fc•r power, came cle>se, veloped In absolute aecrecy at themaintains steadfastly, was the flrlt but It was not until the late 1930s base (mlw Wright•P<ttterson Field),ucceasful helicopter. "l deaisned that they had any real decree of by .DP.Bothe1.at and ''Eremeefr•
lt, I built It, l flew it. Thal was 1uccess. Finally, in 1937, a C..r­ through th~ F.ngin~rln& Divisionln 1922-1'7 years befo~e Sikorsky man company, Focke-Angelia, built and Special Re~l"arch 8-cUon. ever rot off the ground In one a machine that flew from Bremen The 'copter's llrat trial fil&htof hl1." to Berlin; this date mq be 1atd failed to create 'JIU&ch lnternt.The M.,...pt,qaa man, who can,e to inark the birth ot I.he th-It llnce "It waa ~roupt ~ to thl8 country in 191S with hll'" practical h<'li<-nr1ter." test at a lime when few wereprofea,or, Dr. George DeBothezat, Jerome object&. declarlnr that present and the first tll&ht wuttcalled sadly that the Army Air "not only Is Germany &iven credit made with but liltle undue atlr.Corps never proceeded with de• for an Aml'rlcan Invention, but "It wa's the momln& of Dec.nlopment of his helicopter after the time, mcney and tn,enulty 18, 19'.l2, at McCook Field that1922 because of Internal blckerlns expended by thl1• country wu 

the flrat flight In public wu made,and the 1uppoSE>d "lmpractlcabil­ never even mentioned," 
the helicopter belns pllotecl llylty" of vertll'ftl tll gh t. 

l>Nument.!d F.vklellce Maj. Thurman H. Bane. Wheellns
Deilaned, f1f'W !'lhlp To 1ubstantlate hla clalma, ler- ., the craft to the middle of the

"But we (Jt-roMe and DeBothe­HELICOPTER ENTHUSIAST Ivan Jerome reads of the histoty ome produced a mu. of docu- flylns field It ... a, made rw.dy for 
zat) deslrned a helicopter, builtof the egg-beater flying machine in bis Massapequa home. mented n,atPrlal-lettera, pboto- the teat at 9 AM.
It and flew It. It was done throu&h sraph, and artlclea. Flm be point- "Calmly taking 'hi• place 1n the
the U.S. Arrny Air Corpa with ed to an a1·tlcle which appeared In -Continued on Pap 88 
money approp1·iated by Consrea,Honor Scout on Bike Thia was a governmeht project 
but nobody gives this covernment Freeport Corporal Reported Killed in Korea 
credit for It." Freeport-Cpl. Ronald Arthur Deparl ment o( Defense today. He 

Jerome was lnC"enscd partlcu• Canfield 10n of Mr. and Mra. wa1 among 13 New Yorkers on theStruck by Car, Dies 
larly over an article In the Dec. 22 Lewis Alllnson of 251 North· day••· casualty list, four of whorn 

Hewlett-A 16-year-old Life Scout was killed yesterday edition of Collier's Magazine. De­ Brookside Ave., waa reported were kllled, se\'en wounded and 
ecriblnr presentation of the annual killed in action In Kore. by the two missinc.afternoon as he bicycled home to dress for an honor society 

dinnerin Mineola. 
Jt4nald Ruppel of 87 Amherat the 1coutlnc movem~t•• Order of 

Jtoad.Valley Stream, died Jeu The Arrow last Summer, while at 
Ulan an hour after his bicycle Camp W a u we p e x at Wadln& 
wu ,truck by a car driven by Rlve1·. The group, an honor dh•l-
~rt Cox, 28, of 45'7 Central 1lon of the "explorer" scout divl-
Ave., Cedarhurst. The accident 1lon, held a dinner at Harkne11 
occured at the Intersection of Mill Pavilion, Mineola, hut night. The 
&ad and Peninsula Boulvard. The Valley Stream boy had visited a 
llo)' hurUed from his bike, hittlnc friend during the afternoon. He 
th• wtndlhleld of the Cox auto. wu on his way home to put on 
PoUce aald that he suffered a skull hll ICOUt, uniform. 
Jracture. Jt\lppel wu take11 to St, Ruppel i1 s u r v Ive d by his 
Jottph'1 Hospital, Far Rockaway, mother and lather, Mr. and Mr1. 
•here doctor• pronounced him Anthony Ruppel, two brothere, 
4lead at S PM. Robert, 22, a soldier with the U.S. 

A Wuodmere Hich School 1tu­ forcee In France, Gerud, 19, and 
tent, Ruppel wu Inducted Into a alater, 10-y<'u-old Janet. 

Newsday's Feature lnd•---------
Allc Francea Story ____ 42 Movie Timetable -----·68 
Brld&e ________ 42 Obituary _______ 86 
C&dnon ________ 70 Prof. Do-It _______ 60 
Chana• of Pace _____ 43 Radio and Tele\'lslon ___ 67 CRUSHED when he· and his 
Cl&lllfled Ads ____ '75 to 85 Society ______ 46 to 49 bicycle were s1ruck b)' a car, 
County Irritant _____ 43 Sport, ------ '70 to '75 the, body of Ronald Ruppel,
Comics _____ 82, 84, 85, 8T Uncle Ray ______ 8'7 18, of Glblton, abo,·e lies In the 
Orouword _______ 60 Why Grow Old? _____ 54 road on Mill Road, Hewh,tl, as 
Cryptoquote _______ 86 Your Baby and Mine ___ 54 pollre and volunteers try to
Sarl Wllaon ______ 68 And oui it the boy Is alive. He 
Baad, A Tale1 ----- 42 flt• Weather apparently died IMtantly v.heit 
litargull Chllda 42 the car, driven by Robert Co", 

18, bit blm. 
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LI Inventor Claims' Copter as His hnwood.Pledgesfigh1Against6raft 
-Co,ntlnutd rrom Paa• a 
pilot • Mat, MaJ. Bane primed the 
motor and It started. The four 
creat propellor winp or 1erew1 
bepn to rotate like atant pJ..n. 
wheels. The heipe_ra then atood 
olear of th e machine while the 
pilot 1radually Increased the apeed 
of the motor. The propellon ~ 
tated faster and feater, wUhout 
the familiar drone, however, C0m• 
mon with the airplane propellor 
and with the Ii" blades plalnl1 
vllible on each of the four pro-
pellon u they spun around. 
Dip Takes Ott 

"The movement -med ,race-
ful and without the noise of 
friction In any part of the 
mechanism. She lifted herMlf 
il&htl)', an Inch, two, three-up, up 
until she stood about three feet 
olear of the around and remained 
at an altitude between two to alx 
feet for one minute and '2 MC• 

ondL The time wa, checked bf 
one of the military offlclala pr... 
ent. al10 by ci vlllan repreaenta• 
Uves. 

"While In the air the machine 
wu remarkably atead,Y, merel1 
the 1ll1hteat oaclllallons beln1 ob-
eerved. Hoverln1 at the hel1ht 
mentioned the helicopter drifted 
alon1 posatbly 300 feet with the 
wlnd. 

"Drlftln1 close to the fence 
M~. Bane was forced to make a 
Sandin& which was brouaht about 
under complete control. By ob-
eervln1 the wheel marks In the 
ll1ht snow which covered the 
around at the place of landln& It 
could be -n that the machine 
landed on • spot not more than 
thrN feet In lenath." 
.lbw 81"& Landin& 

Commenting on the unique ft• 
perlment, Slipstream pointed out 
that, 'Thll feature is algnUlcant In 
the fact that the helicopter hu 
recorded the first ,ucceuful land• 
Ina of this kind In the hlatOl'J' of 
aeronautlca." 

The article envisioned thll de-
Yelopment "will mean that the 
amallest city lot, street block. or 
top or bullstln1 may be used for 
an ,erlal station. 

"An Ideal dream, you say, yet. 

nmember we are J\llt nla~ 
the Arat fll&ht of thll ldn~ 
lhort one to be true, but ltl Ill. 
recall that the flnt fllaht of the 
Wrtaht Broth en In th eir alrp~,-
luted let1 th an half a minute. 

Bltterlr, JerorM recalled what 
ml&ht have been If the Army Alt 
Corpe br.. had· more fONli&ht 
and Jaa jealousy. "Maj. Bane wu 
IOOD forced to retire becalllt he 
had llded with Gen. Blllr J41tche1L 
Thia 11,ned the hellcopter'a dtath 
warrant until It wu reaurrected 
1T 1...-a later after the Germana 
had made some modlftcatlon& And 
but for the Korean War, the hell• 
copter would still be conaldered a 
·tor." 

Hla dream of vertical fllaht 
wrecked, Jerome accepted a Job 
with the Victor Talkln1 Machine 
Co., where he Invented the ant 
automatic record chanpr for a 
phono,raph. "Y't1," he amlled, 
"fou can blame me for the juke 
!)ox." 

But he continued hll llltereat 
In helicopters and treuurea a let• 
ter from Thomu A. Edlaon, dated 
Feb. 19, 1923. Writlna to De­
Both-t. the 1reat Inventor 
atated, "You certainly have made 
a ,reat advance. In fact, u far 
u I know, the llret auCCfllful h•ll• 
copter. I can see where, If you 
keep on, you will make It pracUcal 
and commercial." • 

H1I partner produced two more 
'ooptera alone but nftther would 
fly, the Muaapequa man recalled. 
But all their plans had been 8led 
at McCook Field and were avail­
able to the 1overmnent for ,tudy. 

.Jerome rested hi, cue with th·e 
clolin1 aenlences ·of the' Slip-
atream article. "The llrat ruaht of 
the helicopter la reprded u hlah­
I)' aratlfyin1 both by the Inventor 
and by the offlclala of the En­
&1neerln1 Division. It II a ,reat 
atep toward flnal goal to perfect• 
!Qn and If we can hope for i.d­
vancement u rapid u hal been 
wrouaht In airplanes It la no Idle 
dream to picture common hell• 
copter fllahll within the next 15 
yeara." 

In a letter to the Unltea Air• 
craft Corporation, maken of SI· 

Daily Cryptoquote 
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1'Nterday'1 Cryptoquole: AND THEREFORE LITTLE SHALL I 

GRACE MY CAUSE, IN SPEAKING FOR MYSELF-SHAKESPEARE. 
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kono hellcopten, the loeal aclen• 
Ult declared, "due to the fact tut 
the writer wa, emplo1ed bf the 
aovernment for deel,nln1, auper-
vbln1 ed con1truct1n1 thla hell• 
copter, he con,tdera hlmaert to be 
the Int penon to build a aucceaa-
ful helicopter." 

O b I t 

-<:ontinuecl from .._,- 1 
fits to th- -· 1n11mce who 
are convicted of bnach. of truat 
In departmenta -of the ,ovem-
menL Tb- who ell()oura,e of• 
flclala to violate the lawa lhoulcl 
likewise be punllbtd. When there 
la a bribe taker, then la a bribe 
atver." 

a a r y 
111-lldi:lil~-''~"'- ••------u•-·~•-• 1 ---•Ill-•

SamuelBlackmer,.J. Sheridan, former 

J•udsfI 
18.1Vermont 

Bennlnaton, Vt. - Justice Sam• 
uel Howard Blackmer, 49, died at 
hl1 home on Tue'lday. He had been 
a juatlce of the Vermont Supreme 
Court atnce 1949. 

Blackmer attended a mldnlaht 
~ce at SL Peter's Eplac6pal 
Church the nlaht before and wu 
preparlna to Join hla famllf far 
break'-'! when he wu ltrlcken 
with • heart attack. 

He wu born In Bennlnaton, the 
IOn of Mrs. Fanny Abbott Meas-
her of Old Bennlnaton and the 
late S. Hurlln1 Blackmer. HII 

Brooklyn -Frederick- J, Shen• 
dan, 80, former Oyster Bay Towa 
tax collector, died yesterday of a 
heart ailment In hla home at 59-2& 
Catalpa Ave. followln& • brief 
lllneu. ' 

A former retldtnt of Glen Cove, 
Sheri dan wu •employed bf the 
townanlp u tax collector ed on 
th • town clerk'a ata!r ahortlr be-
fore World War r. but left the 
town hall to IO Into the Nrvlce. 

He hu resided In Brooklyn for 
the peat 23 yeara, and at the time 
·of his death wu emplo1ed by the 
National City Bank u a statlltl· 
clan. • 

A Requiem Mui will be held 
01-eat• areal. ""'&ndfather, S. H. •-a_t_l_O_AMs._t..Wda)' 1.n_s_t._111a..,..t_thlalMra. rra,,_ Bro.ch&rdtand He•ll

•· o· 
Blackmer wu a ll1ner of the 
Vermont Declaration of Independ-
ence. 

,. ,raduate of Yale Univentty, 
Blaokmer received a law de,rN 
from Harvard and he wu admit• 
ted to the Vermont bar In 192'7. 

Heart Attack KIIii 
Parkway Officlal 

Valley Stream-A I e :x a n d e r 
Robertson, 65, superintendent of 
maintenance for Southern State 
Parkway, suffered a fatal heart 
attack yeaterday momln1 In front 
of the Parkway Police BarracltL 

Robertson. who lived at 23 
Beechwood St., Farmln1dale, wa1 
makln& a routine eheck of the 
parkway, He and another park­
w~ employe, Herbert Seaman of 
Roosevelt, who was drlvln~ the 
car, stopped at the barracks. 

Al.he got out of the car, Robert• 
'°!' collapsed In the drlvew~ 

,ORN W. KLINE 
Somer\'llle, N.J. (UP)-John W. 

Kllne, who sold peachee to Union 
10ldler1 tralnlnc near his fat.her'• 
Flemln1ton, N.J., farm durln1 th .. 
Civil War, died Tuesday at the 
ap of 101. Kline, a former local 
buildin1 Inspector and the oldest 
resident of Somerville Borouah, 
wu In ,ood health until a month 
a10 when he wu stricken with 
two heart attacks. 

NJ:8TOR W. STOLBA, 11 
ntchbura, Mus. (UPI-Nestor 

W. Stolba, 52, retired enatneerln1 
superintendent of the Philadelphia 
Employers Group of Insurance 
Companies died of a heart attack 
at hll home here yesterday. 

Stolba'a body wu found by the 
amateur- radio station that he 
operated stnce blindne• forced hll 
retirement In 19'4. 

Greftwood Mid that a·a ir..... 
man- Con,reuman It would not be 
practical for hl:m to Jnitl&te leata­

•laUon In the Home, 
"The beat ·Joi>I oaa de la to 

encouraae such le,i.llatlon from 
othen, then -~, evel'J' ounce 
of support to It when It comea to 
a vote." 

Tax Collector, DI.. 
Catholic Church, Brooklyn, The 
body II repoaina at the Acquavella 
Fl.ineral Home, Catalpa Ava. 
Burial will be l.n St. John's Ceme• 
tery. 

Survlvln1 I• hll wife, Marte R. 
Sheridan, a brother, s,t. WWlam 
Sheridan• of the Nauau ColDlty 
Police Homicide Squad, ·and two 
sisters, Mra. Jamee Boyd of Florida 
and Mrs. Robert Forreat ot O)'lter 
Bay. 

.--------------
DIATH NOTICIS 

'NrrZ-M&rsaret, of :ies South ilioJwa,. 
~"!,•':!}let.:~°:.tz~~l .....-~ 
Louie Me1ao:iwan1Mel:k Dave M.is, ~­
:~:f bY 1~sr=:cblld~ /f::- .~:: 
Armbruat<r. R•Poein& at hll' hoaw. Fu•CAID o, THANKS neral on Saturday, Dec. 29 at 2 PX. lD• 

WARTl:Hl !&mil¥ wGii. to ilwii au torment Plaint~~~:'~ Y;'~· 
OW' lrlend■ an4 Ullbbon &lid u.. tllld· MEYER-Goorp, ol 8Ti:vw A .... Free-

:f:.;! &:..,~,,,!::.~J •• ... 114°",~J:.",i~~.., l; ~;,: 0 
R.C. Church or Weat~. u.. ..,. ol Florence Flty, Ml1dNdlllndbeutel,
workero o! One Oalt o.lrJ, r11iow -.n a.or .. W. Meyor. Funeral bolll lht ,u­
ol lht Hetnen,an'a8owUnf 0tn1er, &nip, ~ ol ChNter A. Talton a aoe. • Wt.t 
■teu. bo~-r~: sai:,_~~r1/;"'hf.....,.f:.'!co 

DIATH N011CIS the Mo.t Holy Ro■ary Churd!, .ao-nlt, 
811:CKffl-Cluaoe OD Deetmbff :a, where llh ■t wlll bo olrend et 11,ao AM. 

1931. Belov.d biiii.aa.i or SIIUD Burke. lnl<rment, Holy 0-0H CcmetH7, • .-,.n. 
~~':.""a!:IIIIJ.~ll1clallldl~~ of WinierPllrLLIPS-Martlla R., tis 
bJ-otl>II'or MWUII JI. llecb«, Mra, Anna 1J{"n';.10!,"~h1.'r 'of~~Cha~ 
Sturv: and -...::.':ri.. at ....Mn. Servlot C., Rev. Donald T., Lorenzo8., &NI 

~h :=.~a~. L. L, ~=: :~ :iir-,1= b~~{•~~n~c°h'\111'111"=Dt1.,!_lf.
I PM. r.-Mldren. Servi"" M t11t .ac.­
BETHUNt=f-- ['r.f!..¼1 -ral Homo, 1-43 Loni lloftdStnet. Av«11ue,~_ln""N.,G Noell i... &lturday. O.c. 29, at 2 PM. ......--., 
Deff':~r :&'.b. iii i.iov~ ~i G-nllekl l:emetrry, Hempotoad, L. I. 
AIHaqa..,.'!'erandO.,,~~. Bt"!~ ~~~ce ROBERTSO:S-Alexandcr,of Faniiiiiiilale,... ..111, 

,~.... ~-N • w•-·~ - ., Lona loland. Suddenly on Deetmbtr 311th, at tho Falffillld Chapel 11170NOfthem 19'11. Bclo,·ed husband or· Kath<Tlne.
Boulevard, Maahaltft, Lo,ii Ioluld, on t'alher of Vlolet Hall. William and John 
Fr1d•l at I P.M. Robt'rlaon. Ktpollnl at "'- ArUnar F. 

D~~~-== c::i.: ~-! =..=.-ii!'::"i~.o:::..-=:: 
Ellai.th, talber o! noNIIOt, May aD11lot !latllN!ay. ~ll>bet" 29111at :JOA.M. 
Helen°""7ft aJ1<1Swphar, A, and Gto,a- SCHMIDT-Richan!, on Dlcffllw '91b, 
B«lell. S.rvlOt at the -00.rden c~ of 11151.or 140 Matn St.rfft, M.-a. lie­
Orville T. Cronk Inc., Franklin Ave. at loved hu■bo.nd of Fran<:ltlla and father 
}'°~~-/~• p~rda Qty, New York, 1:~d,_, -~rolF~t• -i~~~l~~ 

Gt~'.N~n-=~ ~"4~. ~11~ F!:rr:. 1~~1:r :r~ i::n!,~· =· 
~E:11 ~.=n-at~ =i::in;~• "&::.::ia:i= a~•~•i~:.. 
Funtral Home, :II l'Nnlllln Avenue, Glen the U.S. CN-mator1um, NewYork.QuttD■,
C.Oveon ntd,_,, Dfcambtr :18111at 2 Plof. H<rl><MC. Spon-, dltedor. 
lnt<rment Eaat H19!!4e £!D!"l!'I, ICHNElDER-~ra• H., of ii4i...,,.
GIERSDORF-Palll Ill., or 7' SverlJ Park, ■uddenly on Monday,Deo. 24. Bt-

11\oad, Marrlck,OD w-,, Dootmbar ~ll~~/uibo.nii:-:.=. •• t=, ~~ 
26th. 1951, lltl0\'911 blllband ol Bff\rlol Wat,h Funeral Home. S30 Hfmjlaleed Ave., 
Bun. O.voltd laU.. ., Paul4' Hazrllle7. lilaln!W, L. l. Ma,onlcMnlot■ on ThUN-
bl'.~:r.o~r'.!:tUJ-0:ieL. Jj~ day, Ott .• 27 at 8 PM. lnltmw,t ID _,._i::t..~~~e 
Clark, Rat Gleradort,INN Barpr an4 IT'Hn C-em~r, on Friday at :JO .o\M. 
w .... , Gler■dorf. s.-1111 at Wtlrand SHERIDAN-Fredffld<J., of fi C.talta
Brot. Funeral Home, 24 Soutll Grand 4... Avenue, Brooklyn. OIi . Dootmw 2JIIIII, 
nue. Baldwtn. S.rvtc:. Saturde7 10 AM, 1951. Belo•NI hus- of .1Cal1eA. RIie)'
lnlerm,nt Fluahlnf C.JMterF. Sheridan. Al>0 a,rvlv.d b)' • brotller, 
HAUSCH-AdolphA., OIi Deolmbor 26th g:~vePol~l•~f.' t~ ~~~ 
~:rah1:-,er..:..fi1:l'n11art~~~= :1 Mra. Junn Boyd or Flotl4a alld Mra. 
Lori R 1'r klln Adol.... p Lola A RobeM Fol"l'Nt or O,,■ter Bu. ~poalnr

• • an • ,., " nn at Acquavellall'uneral Home.5834C.tallaHausch. Funeral - at Hany Jona R-illltnl •au Avenue, Brooklyn. SOl11111n 
Funeral Ho-. SS TY■oa Avt., l1oral Paril:, at St. Matthlaa R.C. Ctlurch. SatUNlay
Friday, Dectmbtr 211111al 1:30 PM. Inter· Dttember 29th. at 10 4.M. llltermHt SI. 
mt-nt Grttnftt-ld ~. e-~
JEWELL-Charlotw:or4 FalrvltW Ave• John'■ Cemetery, •-lyn. 

nue. Baldwin, oa wadnflday, Dtceml>lr fLOIISTS 
26th. 19!11. Beloved h11111aD4of Bel,n (.'OURT VIEW ffbillr 

0~':,\ri;.~,;~i-=•::J::.~1 °1.J'~:--~~, MIMola 111.0 IIIIIIOla 
ward. Wllllam, ~• Robert an4 Jolin Floral Dnt~J:., u&Mr.'~ tl r T D 

tfu':~'.·~~~it-aa,..,::•T::·~!~~ H,~.NIRIJ·Lll:N,,!!f,Rol:!•,.r.~ru,
Rellsiou• and ·trattnlal ""''~ Friday. - A - ,. ~'VT 
8:30 P.M. Funeral 8t.turday. 1:30 P.M. Graham "" "-l. r,anlllla Alnterm,,nl (the Evorp:-nal Brooklyn. MemberP: r n Hem.. tNd Mllll.t: 
McMAHON-8arab.■uddenl.1 on T.....l&y, HEMPSTEADFLORIST

D«tmber z. 8eJo,,ed ■liter ol Anna WIit deliver ptomplly an, loral .,,.. ... 
~~!~~m~!b;:,.,1.a~= .. ~~JJ!o't.o~~hit )'e&n of,~~au{_.k~!::t •~!:rttt-:iu~"':.~ 
ton~.' r.t...~n.~t J:11,!:~ll~~;l: 198 Fulton Aff. Hempel- 2·'°411 
Fr■ nklln Avenua at l~h 91-1, Oarden MONUMINTS 
gi~~r<:hL.G~r,1~~~:"sa~ ~l/;"t~· ----sr·a SMEM"'Olnl'"As,__ 
lnt,rm,nt Celvary~ Pl- omit MONUMENT8,Olt 4LL CZUl'lliltlU
flowera. 1102Na■tH !load ~ S-lffl 
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Brookhaven Blue Law Drive Nets 3 More 

CLOSEUP o.f air crane invented in 1923 by designer Ivan Jerome. If you want a flying 
·aaucer, he says, this is it It consists of four wings joined to form a cross and is capable 
of lifting and transporting a load • of 150 tons .. In flight the d~igner says,invention 
would closely resemble famed flying saucers. 

By ArtBergmann 
Patchogue - A Blu~ Law crackdown by Brookhaven 

Town police yesterday netted a druggist and two grocers. 
The men, aerved with criminal 

ploys 16 persona and hu "thesummon&e1, are charged with op­
only payroll on the beach," as­

eratlq bual11et1e1 last Sunday and serted: ":Although the law must 
are the ltllrd. fourth and fifth be enforced and observed, It's 
per10na to be 10 ,dwd .Jn Brook­ funny that after five yeara of 
haven Town 1n a month. dereliction of duty, the police are 

suddenly crusadmg."
Pint DruaW "It's gotnc to take -. King

Selden lumbermen Charles De Solomon to r.ule on the purchase 
Mano and Thomas Romeo last the police are buing their charge 
Friday pleaded Innocent to Blue on," Fisher told· Ne w ••a y • 
Law violation charges before Jus- "Chopped meat ls eaten raw every 
Uce of the Peace Donald W. Shaw day of the week." 
and had their trial aet for Oc- Fllher said he had trted hard 
tober. to adhere to dellcateaen rules 

Rinaldi, who opera-tea the Rocky which apeclf>' that ready-to-eat 
Point Pharmacy, I• charged with meat can be sold all da7 on 
aeWng a ball point pen, and he ls Sunday. 
the first Long Island druatat to "This ls no tlme to make a test 
be tapped wltll a \l'lolation. of the law-we on die beach have 

"I don't know what to uy~rve nine weeks during the summer to 
never run Into <this sort of thing do- business, and thb catclles us 
before," Rinaldi told Newada1 • ln the middle of our se~n. wueLaughs at Flying Saucer Reports, last night. In a summer resort area." 

"Rocky Point ts a resort area Fisher said that he would be 
and should be exempt .from such represented by· an attorney atSays He Invented the Real Thing laws," he added. Friday's arraignment before Shaw, 

Rln~dl. who said his father set for 2 PM. • 
~y Bernie B~kbi'nder operated a ·drug store for 30 year:s Harer, whose store b situated 

in Brooklyn, a Fisher'&; denounced Massapequa-Take one part fireballs, add three parts mass hysteria and you've got thou- laid he had• turned block from 
his summons over to the Nassau- the blue law as "absurd."

111,ndsof phony flying saucers, inventor Ivan Jerome contended yesterday. But if you want a Suffolk Pharmaceutical Alsocia• "I'm· not going to close unless 
real. honest-to-goodness saucer, Jerome can supply it. tlon and that the association would th.ls law is enforced 100 per cent, 

provide an .attorney to answer the and that means everything at aThe aeronautical designer who summons for him. standstill," Harer ~clared.claims credit for developing the 
1lrst successful ex­

.~,; .. 
·=· 

',:. 

.-
1··:::.i.:,:ef/ 
~..~ .,
~:~~·. ·,. 

•::.~?.~!",,... ~ 
• -'r-•• ~Ii 

Cohen, who declared that he • Harer, who said that he wouldhelicopter 
almply manages F18her's ~ket • retain an attorney to representplained that the current sPotting on Neighborhood Rd., Mastic him and that hb business Is a rage involves fire balls caused by Beach, has been cited for selling a $200,000 investment, hit hii sum-·static or aitmospheric conditions. Pound of chopped meat to a dis• mons as "discriminatory."This phenomenon wlll even appear trlct· attorney-s Investigator for 65 "I know of several businessesu a "blip" on a radar scope, Je­ cents on Sunday. operating wide open right near 

rome •Id, adding that fireballs Robert Fisher, owner of the gro• me, and they didn't get sum­are undoubtedly responsible for 
cery atore, said that he wouldn't monses.the objects seen on radar acreens hesitate to fight tJhe violation "This thing is a chain reactionby Civil Aeronautics Administra­ charge, ''but not In the middle of • • • the lumbermen turned ontion pel'80nnel In Washington. the summer." the nardware people, and ftie 

(A "blip" ls a amall, electronic hardware owners are turning on 
4ot on tM radar. ac.ope•lndlc&tJac ~ '8addea en-le' the grocers ... wbat we need to 
eomethlng ls interfering with the Fisher, who said his store rep- do is to get together and get this 
radio field set up by the r.dar resents a $60,000 investment, em• Jaw amended,'' Harer userted . 
transmitter). 
• To prove his theory, the ln• 
ventor sent a letter to Wright• 
Patterson Field, Dayton, O., site Vamps' Half Victory 
of the Air Force's "flying •ucer 
ruearc.b center." Jerome Nid he 
challenged the experta there to Could _Include Clamsaet up a simple experiment which 
would prove his contention. Great Neck--Seeking compensation for four injured .fire­

"I asked them to get an Induc­
tion coll with two Point& about men, the Alert Fire Co. has won half a victory in •~ State 
alx or elcht inches apart, send a 'Workmen's Compensation Board decision that could, con- •current through and revolve It. 
Th1J wlll make a ~reball when ceivably, insure. volunteers against indigestion at their annual 
the spark jumps from one Point to clambakes.
the other. set a pattern for firemen's com• 

The decision ordered that com- pensation claims throughout the!'Then I told them .to aim their 
pensatlon claims be paid t<>'Geor,Je 1tate.Ndar at the coil. It can be a few 

7ardl or a few ml!es awa;y. I'm B. Motchevit:r: and William Truss, The board's decision Implied, 
certain this will make the aame two Alert vamps hurt during fire said Meade, that firemen hurt dur• 

would have bee11bUps as the ones- they saw thll fighting drllls. However, the board Ing a tournament 
week in Washington." entitled to compensation had the

said no compensation was due two Alert company•s regulations madeJerome, who 1aid he has been UP, UP AND AWAY. Busload of people is lifted from ship's other firemen who suffered in­ provision for such acuvt·ty. He&Iven credit at the Smithsonian deck by designer Jerome's air crane in this artist's sket~h. Claiming juries at fire tournaments. -offered, as conjecture, the possi•and Franklin Museums for. hla that present "flying saucers" are composed of fire-balls and bility that vamps attending allhelicopter development as a re- . Attorney Georse B. Meade, who 
imagination, he • offers this invention as the •real thing.'. annual clambake would be in•1ult of a Newlday article last represented the Alert Company, 

sured if the company's regulationsFall, •Id he has In feet, Invented said the board ·ruled, In effect, that specified t-hat they attend auc1,a 11.ylngsaucer. three propellera driven b;y a dous lift, alinllar to that of a huge volunteers-are covered by compen­ affairs.Consisting of four 250-foot 3,000-horsepower motor. helicopter. 
sation insurance while they are

wings joined to form .a cross, lt The tuselage would be a round In flight, the Invention would Meade said the Alert company 
participating ln activities specif• protects incorPorated areas ofii capable c: • ~ting and transport­ turret forming a hub around retemble a flying 1aucer, Jerome 

ing up to 150 tons. Each wine said, but It wouldn't require eny lcally ordered by the regulations Great Neck, Saddle Rock. and Kingswhich the wlnga would rotate; 
Imagination. of the company. Point and some unincorporatedof this strange-looking creation The conseque~t 1pinning motion 

areas of North. Hempstead Town•.he Invented In 1923 would oarry would give the craft Its tremen- Sauce~ Report. Continue Insurance companies had main­
tained that vamps were not en­ ship.Theoretically, he expleined, the 
titled toinsurance unless hurt In T h e compensation Insurancecraft could transport locomotives, 

work of fighting municipalitiesaalvage alnklng ships or move pas­ the actual a flre. policies held by theHallHeadsfor Tals With Eisenhower In its decision, the board pointed governing in areas will covt•rsengera and cargo from liners at 
Washington-Rep. Leonard W. meeting of top government ad­ sea to shore, eliminating. the need out that• the flre company's regu­ Motchevit:r: and Truss, the attor• 

. Hall of OY.ster Bay, chairman of visers. The telegram. read: for entering crowded harbors. lations order vamps to participa_te ney said. He saw little chance of 
In drills but not In 1ournaments. the insurance companies appeal•"Senator Nixon, and Arthur Meanwhile Long Islanders con­the Republican National Congres­

Summerfield and my advisol'II wlll tinued to rePort their observa­ Before the matter was appealed ing the board's decision to. the 
sional Committee, will leave here have a conference here Friday, Uoni to Mltcbel Field, which now to the compensation board, a ref­ State Supreme Court. 
toda;y for Denve.r In response to ·Aue. 1, and I would appreciate receive, from 10 to 15 calls dally. eree had ruled against the claims "If they did," Meade poll)tcd 
an Invitation from Gen. Dwight ;your coining here for ;your advice Seventy slghtlnga have been of the Alert firemen because they out, "the court might rule that tho! 
Et.senhower, to attend an Impor­ and counsel.,. phoned In to the busy base 1n the were not injured while • actually companies would have to pay on 
tant con·ference of· par-t;y • leaden It la expected that Hall will be past li days and a consensu,s re­ fighting a fire. . l11jurles sustalned at ftre touI'JUl• 
on Friday. asked for guidance on House veala they comprlff all colora, However, the latest decision ments too." Meade said he didn't 

Hall aald he had received a tele­ policies since for some rear.it he speeds, shapes and sizes, and were changes all that, according to expect that the Alert co111pany 
gram from the GOP Presidential haa directed GOP Policy there and seen a·t varying altitudes, loca­ Meade, who said the board's would press Its IUit any furth;;r 
candidate 1ummQJ1ing him to the laid out atrategy on legislation. • tion, and Um& "clearly defined order" ls likely ·to either. 
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Ike Forces Map Solid GOP Front 
Denver, July 30 (AP)-GOP Presidential nominee Dwight D. Eisen­

. hower, his running mate and their campaign "brain trust» will hold a series 
oi high level strategy conferen~es here starting Friday. 

Among those scheduled to attend sessions to continue over the week 
end is Arthur E. Summerfield of Michigan, Eisenhower's campaign manager 
and the new chainnan of the Republican National Committee. The meetings 
also will bring in th~ in charge of tµe GOP drive to capture control of 
Congress from the Democrats in the November elections. 

Summerfield and the party's Vtce Presidential candidate, Sen. Richard 
M. Nixon of California, will travel to Denver togeJher from the Ohio State 
Republican Convention in Columous: B'i5'ffi,vilTadaress that conc:la,·e to­
morr~w. 111e Denver conferences at Eisenhower headquarters will deal with 
••coor~ination of all phases of the hard-hitting campaign Gen. Eisenhower 

and Sen. Nixon will conduct," Arthur H. Vandenberg Jr., the general'sex­
ecutive assistant, said in a statement today. Vandenberg added that the meet• 
ings-the first general ge_t-t6gether of Eisenhower campaign leaders-are 
intended to dovetail 'the work of the general's personal staff, the GOP Na­
tional Committee and the National Citizens for Eisenhower Committee. 
•·AsGen. Eisenhower has said, every person who believes in our crusade and 
who wants to take an active part in the campaign will have an opportunity 
to do so," said Vandenberg. 

In addition to Eisenhower, Nixon and Summerfield, the conferences 
will be attended by Gov. Sherman Adams of New Ham~buc, chairman of 
Y::i~c11l1owcr's1>er~onalpolitic-al ad,1rorr shff!' ~\".""f¥,i,~•~-

1nd Fred A. Seaton of Nebraska, advisers to the general: Murray Chotiner. 
(Continued 011 BackPage) 

Reds to UN: Raids Won't Bring Truce 
Panmunjom, Korea, July 30 (UP)-Red Chtna accused United Nations 

planes tpday of invading its skies 124 times in five days and said it would 
••.neverbe co,ved" .by such tactics into accepting Allied armistice terms .. 

The Chinese government radio at Peiping broadcast the charge while 
Communist staff officers hagg1ed with their UN counterparts at Pan­
munjom over minor changes in the proposed draft of a Korean truce. The 
main armistice talks have been recessed by. the UN until next Sunday in 
protest against Communist "stalling." Radio Peiping said UN airplanes 
crossed the border 1nto Marichuri1 124 times during the five-day period 
July 20 through 24. It said these alleged border violations, plus the ''wanton" 
bombing of North Korea's giant .Suiho power plant on the Yalu River border 

last month, were designed to "frighten" the Reds into making new con­
cessions at the tmce talks. "The Chinese people and the Kor~an people 
can never be cowed into submission" by these "atrocities of the most indis­
criminate kind, the barbarity of which would shock even Hitler or Tojo .... 

• the broadcast said. 
UN staff officers at Panmunjom were puzzled by changes the Reds 

have asked to make in the draft armistice agreement. One change, which a 
UN spokesman said "may or may not be significanl," would replace the 
tem1 "captured personnel" with "prisoners of war" in Paragraph 52. This 
paragraph requires each side to promise that returned c;aptives would not 
be employed again in war actions in Korea. 

Say Farouk, Wife, Son Readying Visit to U.S. 
Isle of Capri, Italy, July 30 (UP)-Exiled King Farouk was reported 

today to be planning to take his wife and their six-month-old son·-Egypt's 
new King Ahmed Fuad II-to the United States within one to three weeks. 

Farouk, forced off his throne by a military coup last Saturday after a 
16-year reign, spent his first night as an exile on foreign soil last night with 
his family in a 25-room, 14 bathroom suite in the swank Eden Paradise 
Hotel at _Anacapri. But .he was understood to have told Italian govemme.it 
officials and his personal friend, Italian travel agent Pier Bussetti, that 
he planned to stay at Capri only one to three weeks before leaving for , -
America. Reports that he planned to leave shortly were_ strengthened by the 
fact that he brought with him to the hotel only 73 of the more than 200 
pieces of luggage which were unloade·d last ~ight from the royal yacht 

Mahroussa. The rest were taken to his personal yacht or stoted at Naples. 
Meanwhile, in Cairo, Gen. Mohammed Naguib Bey, Eg~:pt' s new 

strong man, moved swiftly today to prevent suspected grafters and war 
profiteers from fleeing the country to escape prosecution. The army pro­
hibited anyone leaving Egypt without a special interior ministry pcnnit 
after a number of dose friends of Farouk tried to cross the border. An 
a-rmy spokesman said yesterday documentary evidence of corrupt ion ·by 
Farouk, his roval hot~sehold and his frie11dswas piling up. Farouk as king 
was immune from prosecution, but tl1is did not apply to the others. Pres·s 
reports said Farouk in one deal received a $.280,000 commission on purchase 
of war material for the arm.ed forces during the Arab-Jewish fighting in 
Palestine. (Photos on Page 2). 

'Saucers' No Menace, Air Force Says 
(Stoey ou Page 2, local story on Page 7) 
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AF Finds· No Menace· to U.S. in • 'Saucers_' 
' 

Washington-The Air Force may not have all the answers to those "flying saucers" spotted in 
alciesacross the country, but it believes very strongly that the 
·to the United States. 

That's the feeling of· the· Air Force's director of Intel• 
l!gence, Maj. Gen. John A, Samford, who told th~American 
,eople late yesterday that Utey shouldn't get excited over 
the new nationwide '1urry of saucer repotts. 

Samto?4 expreued hl11 pei;ll()nal o_plnion that the unex­
plained "blips" of light appearing on rac!arscopes at the 
National Airport in Washington were the resu!t of "tem­
perature inversions." He and 1t11other apokesman said that 
radar disturbances can be caused by sudden changes in 
temperature. 

In a special news conference called to curb any· wild 
speculation that might stem from the mystery reports, 
Samford traced tbe history pf the AF invest,lgations since 
·the saucer epidemic first started jn 1947. He said between 
1,000 and 2,000 reports have beeJl studied and less than 20 
per cent of the reported aerial objects remain unidentified, 
And this percentage was caused mainly from lack of In• 
formation by the saucer spotters, he said. • 

Most of the saucers reported seen in the pa.st five yean 
turned out to be friendly aircraft, hoaxes, meteorological 
phenomena and electronlss. Samford said. "No pat~ern re­
veals apytliing like a purpose or anything like a consl.t­
tency in any way that represents a menace to the United 
States," he declared. . . 

The general said the Air Force will continue to give re­
ports of unidentified flying objects "adequate attention, but 
not frantic attention." Asked about report& that the AF had 
called in top scientists to help solve the saucer mystery, 
Samford said it makes use of scientiftc knowledge when 
necessary. But he said the scientists usually can't find 
enough information to produce an answer. 

Unidentified "blips" appeared on the radarscope at Na­
tional Airport for about six hours early yesterday for the 
third time in 10 days. AJblip is an electronic dot caused by 
en object within the radar range. Thia time no pursuit 

-

planes were sent up to investigate because whatever 
eaused the disturbance did not register on radar at nearby 
An4t'ew.s Air Force Base. 

mystery objects 'represent no menac, 

Maj. Gen. J. A. Samford 
AF Won't Get 'Frantic' 

Flying saucers were also debunked in Philadelphia ye&­ said no profes,sional or amateur astronomers had seen a 
terday by Dr. I. M. Levitt, director of Fel1 Planetarium, flying saucer, even though they spot dozena of meteon 
end Dr. Roy K. Marshall, radio education director, Both nightly. 
egreed that the furor over ftying saucers still offered no Levitt &aid those Air Force let pilots who followed 
~vidence that the "Buck Rogers" age had arrived. Levitt "mysterious objects" over Washington were ,chuin1
'8id hot weather could be the cause of the latest report& "mirages" that would have disappeared "ei«:ept f~ those 
In hot ')Yeather conditions, mirror-like atmospheric condi­ who wanted to continue seeing them." He &aid he i1 posl•
tions could reflec.t street lights from mllea away to give tlve the objecti will disappear as soon as weather condl-• 
the llluslon of flying discs, he pointed out. Dr. Marshall tlon.s over Washington change, 

Civil Rights Hold Spotlight 
The controversial question of civil rights highlighted the otherwise quiet political scene yesterday 

as Presid~ntial candidates Stevenson .and Eisenhower got ready to tum 100 per cent to campaigning. 
Democratic Leader James A. Farley ,-1d in New York 

last night that his party "will probably jose votet" in the 
eoming election because of the civil rights stand of Sen. 
John J. Sparkman, vice-presidential nominee. "But," he 
added, "the colored people have made great progress un­
der the Roosevelt and Truman administrations, and I'm 
eonvinced the majority of the!le people are going to be 
p-ateful for what has been done for them." 

In Washington, Sparkman called his party's civil righta 
a>lank "basically correct" even though It may not satisfy· 
.. either extreme completely." 

The Alabama aenator said the plank is an "earnest and 
alncere effort to meet the problem.'' It calls for action by 
state, local and federal governments to eliminate racial 
and religious discrimination. It favors fl!deral legislation 
to aecure equal opportunity for employment, personal se- . 
eurity and equal participation in the'natlon's political life. 

Other developments yesterday: • 
1. Sen. Hugh Butler <R-Neb), a pre-convention sup-

porter of Sen. Robert A. Taft, said h~ expect1 Taf_t to 
take an active part In Eisenhower's campaign. Ike met 
with Nebraska Republicans, expected to talk to Sen. Henry 
C&bot Lodge <R-Mass) today, and planned a meeting ln 
Denver, Friday, of the GOP high command. 

2. Gov. Adlai Stevenson shut himself up in the Illlnoll 
executive mansion to get abreast of 1tate buainesa before 
turning to Democratic campaign problems. There were re­
ports that he would resign as 1overnor . 

3. Former Lt. Gov. John Lee Smith withdrew as a can­
didate .tor C-Ongr~asman-at-Large in Texas leavin& the job 
to former Communist-hunting Rep. Martin Dlea. 

4. In Berne, Switzerland, Margaret Truman called the 
Stevenson-Sparkman ticket a "aure winner," and Francea 
Perkins, tormei;- secretary or labor, said in New York tha,t 
Democrats will campaign for Stevenson with "honesty and 
enthusiasm." • 

O'D Blows Top At 
Mexican· Repo-rt 

Mexico City-William O'Dwyer, former mayor 
of New York City and now ambassador' to MexicGr 
burst into an angry tirade yesterday over reports' 
that he might become a Mexican -citizen so he· 
could practice law south of the border. 

Never l>efore, his associates said, had he reacted so 
veh~menUy t-0 any newa atory i!I which he fig11red, bow• 
ever unfavorably, 

The report was published 
by Robert Prescott of the 
United P-resa, who said that 
O'Dwyer'■ fr I e n d • had 
tipped him off to the ambas­
ador's plans. l'rescott said 
he asked O'Dwyer Monday 
night whether the report 
was true and that O'Dwyer 
answered that· his "plans 
just h a v e n ' t crystallized 
~et." 

Prescott said that when 
O'Dwyer was aaked If tt wu 
all right to quote hla friendl, 
he replied, "Sult yourself." 

When he learned the 
story was published yester-. 
day, he summoned U.S. 
correspondents, including Prescott, to the embassy rnl• 
dence. Pounding a • table 10 that coffee cupa rattlect, 
O'Dwyer said he had told Prescott Monday night that 
,t was impossi.ble for him to practice law in Mexico, first, 
because he was not a Mexican eltlzen and aecond, becau .. 
he did not have a degree from a Mexican law ICbooL 

"If I decide to resume .practice," he shouted, "my law 
office is at 40 Wall St .•.• My plans on citizenship are the 
plana of a man wbo priMI and loves his citizenship.'' Mid• 
way through .the conference. he ordered Prescott to· leav, 
the embassy. The newsman left after stating that he .had 
hls original notes on the telephone conversation to bea, 
out hi~ story. 

"I don't care what your notes say," O'Dwyer retonecl. 
waving hi.s arms. ''I hav~ three Witnesses wh~ wen wltb 
me at the time who will testify that· the statement u r .. 
pros my citizenship ls a He." 

Reds Blast UN Again 
Toronto-Renewing their propaganda blasf.8, Ruulan, 

Chinese and Korean Communists yesterday accl.18edthe 
UN of germ warfare In Korea and accused the Red Croll 
of protecting war criminals. The stream of abuse wae 
loosed at the 18th International Conference of the Red 
Croa, but the Reds Impressed nobody but other Com• 
munlsts. 

.The Communists allo declared the Red Crou failed to 
provide humanitarian aervlces in North Korea. But 
Red Cross spokemen said they are not allowed ·to operatt 
behind the Iron Curtain. WhDe the ·Commlea were talldng, 
the Red Crosa flnally met for the tl,:st time with North 
Korean officials 1n an effort to open the way for ch1llaa 
relief there. 

canadian delegate Leopold MacAuley had the inter­
national organization 1ldestep the Comn1unist blalt., 
however, by objecting to having the reports acknowleclae4 

on grounds they contained "offensive political" overtones. 

William O'Dwyer 
~ HHS CitizettaMp 

(.u> Phok!e):
NEW PREMIER of Egypt, Aly Maher, it shown in series of studies as he told Neguib. Yesterday, an unexplained llurry of diplomatic activity in Cairo cl[maxect 
a recent news confere"nce aboYt1 the ultimatum which resulted in King Fa1ouJc's • day o# urgent negotiations on the fast government changes ol 1]iepast weet. Th• 
abdication and exile. Mahn became premier in the coup of Gen. Mohammed government banned anyone hom leaving the eounhy without a ~ci:d permit. 
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6- THE SOUTHEASTER 

Massapequa Plane Designer Has Real Flying Saucer 
A noted aeronautical desi.1mer came uo from semi­

obecurity in Massapequa this week with two theories expl09-
ing the mystery of the "fyling saucers." 

Ivan Jerome, who claims the distinction of having de­
signed and built the first helicopter to function in sustained 
and controllable flight, said that the "flying saucers" so tar 
repo~d are probably "fire balls" caused by static or atmos­
pheric conditions not unfamiliar to country people for years 
past. At the same time he a.nnounced exclusively to THE 
SOUTHEASTER for this article an actual man-made "fly­
ing Saucer" which he has designed. In opEn-ation, it is a 
flying disk designed as a labor saving device. 

Consisting ot four wings joined 
In the shape of a cross, it Is capa­
ble of lifting and transporting up 
to 150 tons, the equivalent, it's 
Inventor says, of three standard 
sized locomotives. It could trans­
potr bombing planes, or pick up 
pre-built houses at a factory and 
set them down on their founda­
tions miles away. Or it could be 
·used in salvaging sinking ships, 
and in sea rescues by holding 
wrecked ships afloat while pas­
sengers were removed. Or It could 
be used to transport passengers 
and cargo from large liners at sea 
to shore, eliminating the necessity 
for entering crowded harbors. 

The wings of the huge aircraft 
measure 250 feet from tip to tip, 
Jerome said. Each wing carries 
three propellers, each driven by 
a 3,ooo·horse power motor, giv­
ing the craft a total of 36,000 
horse power. 

The only fuselage of the craft 
would be a round turret acting as 
a hub around which the wings 
woud revolve. It would be this 
spinning motion that would give 
the craft its climbing power, and 
also Its forward motion. 

This Is the only "Flying Saucer" 
Jerome believes ever inv.ented by 
man. He started experimenting 
on the craft 29 years ago. He dis­
played drawings of the craft made 
In 1923. as proven by notarized 
affidavits of that year. 

Jerome, a batcbelor, Jives quiet­
ly and alone with only his dog 
Rex as a companion, In an apart­
ment in old Penchard, famous 
French nlte club building at 
Hicksville Rd. and Merrick Rd., 
once said to have been operated 
by Sophie Tucker, but used by 
Jerome during tbe last war· as a 
factory for producing. high pre­
cision camera and Instrument 
equipment for the armed forces. 

He has spent his lifetime in 
aeronautical research and design­
ing. 

He became d.Ssoclated with av!a­
t!cin In 1912, two years before the 
flrst W6rld War in Europe, as an as-

1slstanlj{rnauager,!n alargesheet:me­
tal fabricating division of an avl­
alto corporation, which produced 
3 O planes per month. His job was 
tooling up and fabricating all 
kinds of flttlngs, tanks, tubular 
designs, cowllngs. and numerous 
sheet metal specialties which went 
Into plane construction. 

From 1912 to 1916 he was ac­
tually living with his work in the 
daytime, and became familiar with 
all the various types of aircraft 
of that time. He also attended 
Electro-Mechanical Institute at 
night to get his degree In engin­
eering. The flrm also built experi­
mental planes, which required 
him to design metal equipment 
and develope and alter existing 
designs to suit current needs, and 
In that way he gradually pro­
gressed to the duties of aeronau­
tical designer, not of the entire 
plane, but of the various assem­
blies This was the customary 
procedure for embryo engineers 
and designs In those days. 

When he became highly sk!lled 
.in this type of work he received 
a contract, In 1916, to manage the 
aviation dlYislon of the DUFLON 
Electro-Mechanical Corp. This cor­
poration was engaged In produc­
ing 10,000 German Mercedes Avia­
tion Engines, and also undertook 
to develope de Bothezat's Destroy­
er Aircraft. In the building of 
de Bothezat's planes only limited 
drawings were furnished and It 
was his Job to design complete as­
semblies and build them 

In March, 1918, with the sanc­
tion of the Department of State, 
and an America~ Ambassador and 
the assistance of Admiral Wllllam 
Simms, Chief of American Naval 
Operations, he came to this coun­
uy. 

He applied for a Civil Service 
position as Aeronautical Design­
er with the Engineering Division, 
Air Corp, McCook Field, Dayton, 
Ohio (now Wright Field) and ar_. 
rived In Dayton, with Dr. de Bot­
hezat, with whom he was to•work. 
"We settled In a house on North 
Third Street, not far from the lab­
oratory of the Wright brothers," 
said Jerome. "Naturally, being 
young men we had many visitors, 
both forelgtl and American. One 

of our frequent foreign visitors 
was a young man whom we knew 
in Europe, Igor Sikorsky, with 
whom we spent many hours disc 
cussing all phases of aviatit>n, par­
ticularly the helicopter. • At that 
time, Slkoraky's greatest Interest 
Jay in airplanes." 

Jerome was appointed as an as­
sistant chief to the Special Re­
search Department which was es­
tablished for the purpose of work­
ing on projects which were either 
very difficult or which no one else 
wanted or dared to tackle. 

Among the many projects 
which were assigned to him and 
completed successfully were: sen­
sitive barograph types "A", "B", 
and "C", a speed meter, a wind 
tunnel balance, a rate of climl> In­
dicator, a special machine for 1 

testing sheet metal fol" N. A. C., 
torque meter types "A" and "B", 
a torque meter for a Liberty Mo­
tor 3 80 h.p., and many others. 

The officer In command of the 
Engineering Division, Air Corp, 
at McCook Field, was Major Thur­
man H. Bane, USAF. Jerome's 
associate, who came from Europe 
with him was Dr. de Bothezat, 
who was appointed to the Re­
search Department as consulting 
engineer on the strength of hi's 
General Theory of Blade Screws, 
which he bad sold to the National 
Advisory Committee for Aero­
naunautics. 

During the years of their asso­
ciation, Jerome and Dr. de Bot­
hezat often discussed the possibili­
ties of the helicopter, and Jerome 
was intensely interested in work­
ing on; one if he could arouse suf­
ficient official interest to support 
so radical a oroject As their ex 
perimental work tor the Research 
Division drew to a successful 
close, he again broached the pos­
sibility of a helicopter to Dr. !}e 
de Bothezat, who convinced Major 
Bane and others that the next pro­
ject of the Research Division 
should be that of the helicopter, 
and so, with an appropriation of 
$150,000.00 from Congress., they 
started work. 

They were alloted a corner in 
an empty hanger at the field. The 
was equipped with a few DC lathes 
of the •most primitive type, one 
bench and a few discarded and 
useless tools which none of the 
other shops had any further use 
for. As crew, Jerome was as­
signed one man, a carpenter by 
the name of Belkin. They both 
started from scratch, since all 
Jerome had as an idea. All they 
knew was that they were to pro­
duce a helicopter, which had to 
fly or else, and that they had one 
year in which to complete It. 

Each step of the construction 
was worked out as they came to 
It. They had no time for errors 
and tests and retests. 

In the meantime a young liaison 
officer had been assigned to the 
project, Lt. F 0. Carroll, who lat­
er became Director of Research 
and Development at Wright-Pat­
terson Air Force Base at Dayton, 
and now Is Major General F. 0. 
Carroll stationed as commanding 
officer at Arnold Experimental 
Field, Tullahoma, Tenn. He was 
to assist wherever he could. 

"Dr. de Bothezat visited us pe­
riodically, just to be able to tell 
Inquirers that we were progress­
ing nicely," Jerome said. "When 
we had the framework partially 
completed, he appeared with his 
design for the blades to be used 
for the rotors. I followed his de­
sign, and built two blades at flrst, 
intending to test these blades for 
durability and safety before com­
pleting the entire set, which were 
to be 24 blades. 

"As I had expected, Dr. de Bo­
thezat's blades worked all right In 
theory, but when I tested them, 
they broke at 318 lbs. each, by the 
sand bag test and proved not to be 
safe enough to mount on the heli­
copter for the actual flight. So 
I designed my 

"While we 
own blade." 
were working on 

the helicopter, we enforced th 
first security measures el'er to be 
esta,bllahed at any governmen 
fteld. 

·'As tile helicopter began to take 
shape many people of Importance 
obtained the precious passes of 
admittance to our shop to Inspect 

I I 

and examine our work. Because of 
his official capacity, one of our 
visitors was Secretary of War 
.Baker, who, as civilian head of. 
the Army was necessarily con­
cerned with all Army projects, 
especially experimental ones. 

"He came to inspect the heli­
copter· several times since it was 
through his department and effort 
that the helicopter project was 
started. His legal mind and his 
clear intelligence was capable of 
understanding the Intricacies in­
ivolved In the development and 
struction of the helicopter. His 
experience in public office enabled 
him to cut through the various 
red tapes in order to push this 
project to a successful completion. 
Secretary of Commerce Herbert 
Hoover was another frequent vis­
itor, for with his engineer's mind 
and his anylytical questions he 
was able to understand our view 
point. His questions proved that 
he was able to visualize the future 
influence of the helicopter on the 
world of comerce as a cargo car­
rier. Another who came as often 
as his duties permitted was Brig­
adier Geberal Willl;am (better 
known as 'Billy") Mitchell of the 
Air Force, who was a visionary 
officer too far advanced in his 
thinking for his day. He visual­
ized the progrees and use of the 
helicopter as it is today. Of 
course, the Chief of the Air Corp, 
General Patrick, was a Visitor 
orten. Though he himself did not 
have an aeronautical background, 
he was, nevertheless, Intensely 
interested in aviation and in all 
a vfati.on projects, especially lu 
what our department was doing 
with vertical flight. 
"Our Lalson officer, now Major 
General Carroll, also had access 
to our shop at all times. He dis­
played his executive ability by aid­
ing in obtaining necessary mater­
ial which was tied up In red tape. 
His tact ably assisted us In main­
taining cordial relations with all 
the various depart,ments and of­
ficers of the field. And last, hut 
not least, of our visitors was Ma­
jor Thurman H Bane. He was 
the commanding officer directly 
responsible for the Englnoorlng 
Division, Air Corp, at the Field 
and It was through his interest 
that the helicopter project mater­
ialized. ~ was, like all the of­
ficers at the field, a graduate of 
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Above, artist's conception of Jerome's "Flying Saucer" lifting a bus 
load of passengers from a ship. Bus could be lowered on land and be on 
its way. Note that whirling wings glve lmpresslon of a flying disk. 

Below, another drawing of Jerome's "Flying Saucer·· showing wings 
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stationary. 

West Point, and he held a pilots 
license. He was the first official 
helicopter pilot for the first of­
ficial helicopter flight and for sub­
sequent official flights. 

"In October of 1922 we had com­
pleted the helicopter sufficiently 
to atempt private, as against of­
ficial tests, of the helicopter In 
the hanger yard. A man who has 

JERONE .411l· (IIANE 
un11116 UP. l00·150TOl'f5 

designed and built a helicopter 
must eventual-ly adjust and test 
the controls of the .machine before 
he turns it over to a pilot for the 
official test, but he is specifically 
forbidden to do any actual flying so 
as not to take away any of the 
laurels from the pilot. During 
the construction, design, and test­
ing I, therefore, had to take the 
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THURSDAY.July 3 - 7 
"JieiJeopter ut1. ·1 never lifted the. 
four wbeela more t1ian about ten 
lJiche1 from the ground at· one 
t.11n.; J•at enough to 'prove 1he 
could riae. • 

•:in December 111%.i we· made 
tllght teeta and,. aawt1ed with th6 
operatl.on control • and perform­
ance of the ·helicopter _we arrang-
ed the official flight. • 

.''To. 41uote from the official A.f.r 
·Force magazine. "Slipstream" or 
January 1923: . 

"'It was the, morning of Decem­
ber 18, 1922 at McCook Field that 
the flrat ntght in public· was 
made, the helicopter being piloted
by Major Bane. • Wheeling the 
.()raft to the middle of the flying
field It was made ready ·ror the 
teet at 9: o·oa.m. ·Calmli. taking
his pla_ce In the pilot's teat, Major
Bane primed the motor and It 
started. The tour great propeller
wings or screws began to rotate 
like giant pinwheels. The helpers
then stood· clear of the machine 
while the pilot gradually tn'creas­
ed the speed of the motor. The 
propellors rotated faster and fast­
er, • without the famUiar drone, 
however, common with the air­
plane propellor and with the six 
blades plainly visible on each. of 
the four propellors as they spun
uound 

'"The movement seemed graceful
and· without the noise of friction 
In any part -of the mechanism. She 
lifted herself lightly, an inch, two 
three, - - up, up until she stood 
about three feet clear of the 
ground and remained at an alt­
itude between two to sl.x feet for 
one minute and forty-two sec­
ond. Tfie time was cheeked by 
one of the· mllttary officials pres­
ent, also by civillan representat­
ives. 

".'While in the alt the machine 
was remarkably steady, merely
the slightest oscillations being ob­
served. Hovering at the height
mentioned the helicopter drifted 
possibly thre hundred feet with 
the wind

"'Drifting close to the fence 
Major Bane was forced to make 
a landing which was brought a-
bout under complete control. By 
observing the wheel marks ln the 
light ~now which covered the 
ground at the place of landing
It could,.be seen that the machine 
landed on a spot not more than 
three teet In length. , 

'"This feature is signlf'~ant
ln the fact that the helicopter
has recorded the first successful 
landing of this kind In the history 
ot aeronautics. • . • 

"'The first flight of the heli­
copter is regarded as highly .grat­
Uytng blth 'bY the Inventor and 
<bythe officials of the Engineering
Division. It ls a great step to-
ward the tlnal goal to perfection
and If we can hope tor advance. 
ment as • rapid as hll.s been wro­
ught In ,1rplanes it Is no Idle 
dream to picture common hell­
.copter tllghts • within the next 
ft:tteen years.'"

(TO '8E CONTINUED} 
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Above, a cartoon drawn by Mas­
sapequa artist C.H. Gu1'hard, at 
Jerome•uuggestion, deplctingpro• 
gress of the helicopter and itsmaoy 
designers, The cartoon hangsln the.­
Smithsonian Muse~ In Washtng­
ton, the Frao.klln Institute in Phl• 
lad 1 hta d ofr·, 

e P • al'.IIlyan navy ,.ces
•tn M, LT• and many other 'place,. 

• 

Below, Jerome holding a piece 
of a propeller from his first suc­
ceaaful helicopter, 

Above, General Patrick checking Dl'OPess of helicopter experiment. Jeromein clvtllan clothes at rlibt. 

Below, General •Billy" Mitchell, contmversul figure in the aervlce because of hta bellef In air armament 
Inspects helicopter progress. Jerome, tn felt hat, at left of ~tcture. 
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IYa11 Jerome with original 
stick hom first Engineer­
ing Division Helicopter. 



HELICOPTERS WHICH NEVER FLEW 

1483 

1908 

1908 
1910 

1912 

1914 

LEONARDO da VINCI'S sketch of his non-operative helicopter, of a 
fixed wing design; corkscrew type, was designed around a verticle 
shaft. The bottom of this shaft was. to be mounted on two bearings on 
a conical base. The corkscrew was meant to revolve in the same man­
ner as a merry-go-round. It is not clear what he intended to use for 
power. No controls of any kind ore shown. 

KIMBALL *"The helicopter consisted of a light framework in which 
are 24,small wooden propellors set in a horizontal plane and run by 
a single motor." (The helicopter closely resembled a rocket launch­
er and as the three photographs, with the inventor inside., show, it is 
standing fast on the ground with "ceiling underground"). 

*(Excerpt taken from POPULAR MECHANICS of December, 
1908,volume 10, number 12, page 802, article entitled THE KIM­
BALL HELICOPTER. 

IGOR SIKORSKY, in Kiev, Russia, built a helicopter with a 25 hp. 
Ansani engine. It was the second helicopter he built at that time. 
The first and second helicopters never rose from the ground. The 
picture of his helicopter does not show any means of control for free 
flight and has no provision for a pilot's space. 

*"Sikorsky's first helicopter Irotors, therefore, were contra-rotating 
and coaxial. He employed vanes, as in the Cornu design, for control. 
The machine was found incapable of lifting its own weight from the 
ground, so Sikorsky redesigned it to remove a hundred pounds of 
weight and to increase the length of the rotor blades. When the tests 
were.resumed, the craft could rise into the air, but it was beset by the 
basic helicopter illnesses of insufficient control and stability." *(Ex­
cerpt taken from HELICOPTER GUIDE of April, 1951,written by 
Charles Lester Mo"is. 

JENS CHRISTIAN ELLEHAMMER, the Danish inventor, made 
helicopter which slightly lifted itself from the ground but failed to fly. 
Photographs show this was a professional design and a worthwhil~ 

1attempt. 

WILLIAM DENNY and his brothers built a helicopter, in Dumbar­
ton, Scotland. Photographs show the helicopter, standing on the 
ground, of very frail design. They worked on the helicoptor since 1905. 
Pictures of their previous helicopters are not available. The model of 
1914 seems to be the best thing they could produce. There is no visi­
ble indication that the machine could be controllable in the air. 
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**SHORT HOPS 

190'7 BREGUET. *"Comment should be made of the work of .this famous 
French airplane constructor whose airplanes have been far more 
successful than his helicopters. Breguet's machines usually consisted 
of (large biplane rotating wing systems weighing from 1,200 to 1,300 
pounds. 

"The machines reached a height of about 4 feet and required three or 
or four as~istants to steady them while in the air." 

*(Excerpts taken from JOURNAL of THE FRANKLIN INSTI­
TUTE of September 1936,volume 222, number 3, article written by 
W. Laurence LePage). 

*"Breguet's first machine (he built others a quarter of a century 
later) had four main rotors and was able to reach a height of four feet. 
It was barely controllable, however, and was quite 1unsteady in the 
air." *(Excerpt from HELICOPTER GUIDE written by Charles 
Lester Morris, on page 8) • 

• 1907 PAUL CORNU. *"It was in 1907 that the French experimenter com­
pleted1the first really large helicopter which showed any signs of suc­
cess. The mechanism was equipped with a 24 horsepower Antoinette 
airplane engine, and was constructed of a steel tubing framework and 
had a seat for the pilot. ' 

There were 2 two-bladed lifting screws turning in opposite direc­
tions, one in front of the other, of approximately 20 feet in diameter 
each. Jn this machine there was an attempt to realize forward flight 
as well as vertical lift. Under the lift screws, two tilted wind vanes 
deflected backward and downward. The slipstream from the screws 
tended to move the machine forward though the driving force was 
necessarily very weak and never really functioned, since the contrap­
tion was never in the air for long enough periods. 

However, the machine did develop lift to the extent of about 520 
pounds, which was· a little more that ,the weight of the machine and, 
on one occasion, developed a lift of 720 pounds for a few seconds. 
The machine was extremely unstable and could not in any manner be 
controlled." *(Excerpt from JOURNAL of THE FRANKLIN 
INSTITUTE of September, 1936,volume 222, number 3, written by 
W. Laurence LePage). 

*"On December 4, a new belt was used but once again the slippage 
ofthebeltwasthecauseofthemachine failing to remain in the air more 
than a minute. The equilibrium of the device appeared to be good on 
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this occasion, for all four wheels of the helicopter left the ground si­
multaneously, and the machine rose as far as it was allowed to do by 
the four ropes which, after the experience of the 13th of November, 
it was deemed advisable to fasten to the corners of the chassis, in view 
of the fact that only the two MM. Cornu were operating the machine." 

*"The inventor believes that he was unable to obtain the results he 
set out to reach, not by a fault in the principal of the helicopter, but 
by a detail in its construction:" *(Excerpt taken from SCIENTIFIC 
AMERICAN of May 16, 1908, pages 316 and 317, article entitled 
THE CORNU HELICOPTER). 

*"Cornu's craft had a 24-horsepower engine and the usual two main 
rotors. For control, he hung vanes in the air stream, or down-wash, be­
low the rotors, expecting to guide the machine by tilting the vanes. 
Actually, the speed of the down-wash wasn't very great, and Cornu's 
venture came to grief because of ,the two elementary problems re­
ferred to above: lack of control and lack of stability." *(Excerpt tak­
en from HELICOPTER GUIDE, pages 6 and 8, written by Charles 
Lester M o"is.) 

1908 EMILE BERLINER. His work appears to be inspired by drawings 
made by the inventor Achenbach, in 1847, and the aerialist Delprad, 
in 1877. He applied for a patent in 1918, which was granted to him in 
1923. The designs of those men consisted of a large rotor, which was 
connected by the transmission to the engine. The rotor and engine 
were both mounted on the main helicopter body. The little rotor on the 
tail of the body was driven by the same engine, for the purpose of con­
trolling the torgue of the large rotor. This fundamental arrangement is 
now used in present day helicopters with added features such as, va­
riable pitch rotors and controls for the flight. 

*"His experiments were met with a moderate degree of success; in­
deed, as early as 1909 one of his helicopters lifted a man from the 
ground, but such lifting was not steady and was more in jumps and 
starts. 

*"Of course, the Berliner helicopter is still in the experimental 
stage, and much remains to be learned not only as regards refinements 
in the design but in the whole art of flying such a machine. ( One 
photograph shows the machine about twenty inches off the ground 
with the pilot in it. There are two men standing on the sides holding 
the machine to keep it steady. The second photograph shows two 
men holding the helicopter down. There is no pilot and there •are no 
visible means of control.) *(Excerpt taken from SCIENTIFIC 
A_MERICAN of March 27, 1920, page 331, written by George Gaul­
ots. 

1920 OEMICHEN built a tandem helicopter which lifted itself from the 
ground without a pilot, but was non-controllable. Later he attached 
a large cylindrical balloon, which lifted the helicopter and the pilot 
and kept them airborne with a certain degree of stability. There were 
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no visible means of control and, therefore, it could not be considered 
a helicopter, which is capable.of making a free flight without the aid 
of a balloon. : 

1922- HENRY A. BERLINER. *"The Berliner combination helicopter and 
1923 airplane is mainly of historical interest, as an example of one of the ear­

lier machines having achieved control and horizontal flight, but in 
retrospect it is clear that the path of progress did not lie in this direc­
tion - in spite of the most ingenious and careful work by the inventor. 
*(Excerpt taken from JOURNAL of THE FRANKLIN INSTI­
TUTE of March, 1939, volume 227, number 3, page 337, written by 
by Alexander Klemin, article entitled PRINCIPLES OF ROT ARY 
AIRCRAFT). 

Mr. Berliner was not able to make a satisfactory controllable flight. 
Compilers own official Air Corp, Engineering Division, 35 mm film 
which depicts attempts and flights of early "firsts." Special attention 
was given to the official film of the Beliner helicopter, which made tri­
als under the scrutiny of officials of the Army and Navy. Three wit­
nesses of that film, (at normal speed) with stop watches, clocked nine 
successive attempts by Berliner to fly. The timing was as follows: 

1st Hop-3 seconds 4th Hop-4 seconds 7th Hop-6 seconds 
2nd Hop-3 seconds 5th Hop--6 seconds 8th Hop-5 seconds 
3rd Hop-2 seconds 6th Hop-6 seconds 9th Hop-6 seconds 

*Apparently successful trials of a new helicopter-airplane were con­
ducted to-day near College Park, Maryland, in the presence of experts 
from the Navy Department's Bureau of Aeronautics. Operated by Hen­
ry Berliner, son of Emile Berliner, the inventor, the machine was three 
times raised to an elevation of about seven feet, and while at t h a t 
height was made to rise and fall or to remain poised in the air. It was 
later driven over the circuit of a near-by half-mile tract. 

Commander J. E. Hunsacker, who headed the naval delegation at 
the trials, refused to comment on the exhibition in advance of his re­
port to the Department. The helicopter used t9{iay had the appear­
ance of an airplane of the usual design, except that on either side at 
the front were two lifting propellors. The forward motion is obtain­
ed by a tilting propellor in the rear of the fuselage." *(Excerpt from 
THE NEW YORK TIMES, Satu1·day, June 17, 1922, page 2, co­
lumn 8, article entitled HELICOPTER ASCENDS 7 FEET AT 
TRIALS). 

**SHORT HOPS 
**"Hop-to proceed b11 short leaps,". (Definition taken from THE MODERN WEB-
STER'S DICTIONARY).
••"Hop-to lea,p over. To caU8e to move by short leaps or bounds." "(Definition taken 
from FUNK AND WAGNALLS PRACTICAL STANDARD DICTIONARY). 
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FREE WHEELING & CAPTIVE ROTARY CRAFT 

1916 PETROCZY and VON KARMAN. A captive helicopter developed 
by Petroczy and Von Karman accomplished fifteen successful flights 
and finally broke down when landing on June 10th. The craft 
climbed distances from 30 to 160 feet, stabilized by ropes, with a max­
imum load of four men. This helicopter was produced during 
World War I to replace kite balloons, for observation purposes. 

It consisted essentially of two superimposed wooden propellers 
driven by three 120 horsepower LeRhone engines. No control was 
provided, stability was assured by a 3 cable mooring system. In gen­
eral, the aviation motor can lift itself with the aid of its own propeller. 
The above described helicopter can be classified as a "captive type" 
helicopter as it is not capable of free flight and, therefore, it does 
not belong to the flying helicopter class. 

*"No attempt was ever made to fly the machine horizontally, which 
it most certainly would have proved quite incapable of accomplish­
ing, the fact that the machine was constantly held captive to a series 
of three cables prevented its instability - for undoubtedly it was un­
stable - from becoming apparent." *(Excerpt taken from JOUR­
NAL of THE FRANKLIN INSTITUTE of September, 1936,vol­
ume 222, num·ber 3, article written by W. Laurence Le Page). 

*"After about fifteen successful fllight tests, the machine h a d a 
breakdown when landing on June 10. The power of the LeRhone 
engines, which had been recently repaired, decreased so considerably 
that there was an insufficient excess of thrust, and the machine there­
fore oscillated violently, especially while being brought down. The 
crew abandoned it, and the machine turned over on the ground, the 
propeller blades sticking into the earth. 

Considering the state of the motors, Professor von Karman and 
Lieutenant Zurovec had wished to omit the tests (there being a wind 
velocity of 26 feet per s~cond), but they were urged to carry them on 
by the testing commission, as a result of which the machine was 
wrecked." *(Excerpts taken from SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN of 
August 13, 1921, article entitled THE CAPT/YE HELICOPTER, 
page 117. 

1920 CIERVA introduced his autogiro in the early 1920's. It appeared, for 
a while, that this machine was going to find a place for itself in the 
aeronautical world. Nevertheless, in the following twenty years it 
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succumbed to its shortcomings and gave way to the helicopter. It 
did, however, leave technical information which has proved a valu­
able foundation for helicopter development. 

1927 E. BURKE WILFORD produced a craft which cannot be classified as 
a helicopter. It is correctly called a rotary winged plane, on which 
the wing of the craft rotates in the same manner as an autogiro. This 
type of aircraft has its own class and should not be confused with the 
helicopter. To clarify the matter; in the helicopter the power plant 
is directly engaged to the rotors, while in an autogiro or rotating wing 
craft, the rotors are freewheeling and are not engaged to the motor. 
They rotate by the forward motion of the craft. 

1942 PAUL BAUMGARTL, Fabrica do Galeao, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
built and flew a strappable jump-start autogiro, which became 
famous in Europe as the "Heliofly". This strappable autogiro was 
built and flown in order to disclose the difficulties in take off, flight, 
and landing of strappable rotary wing devices. 

He worked on strappable helicopters for two years and had diffi­
culty finding a suitable power plant for that purpose. However, he 
utilized some of the strappable helicopter ideas for the autogiro and 
he said the same ideas could be used for a sporting glider. 
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First original Engineering Division 
Helicopter designed by de Bothezot­
Jerome; gross weight 3,600 lbs; flew 
December 18, 1922. McCook Field 
Dayton, Ohio; height 20 ft; length 
of flight 1 min. 42 sec. 



**SUSTAINED FLIGHT HELICOPTERS 
1921 DR. GEORGE DE BOTHEZAT & IVAN EREMEEFF (Jerome) 

built the first Engineering Division Helicopter ordered by the U. S. 
1922 Army Air Corps. This Engineering Division helicopter was the first 

to actually perform free, fully maneuverable, stable, and sustained, 
man-carrying flights, according to the official record in THE SLIP­
STREAM MONTHLY of January, 1923. Jn addition to the pilot, 
the Engineering Division helicopter carried aloft four men. The 
maximum total weight lifted was 4,400 lbs. 

It managed to raise off the ground, 900 lbs. of "payload" with an 
engine rated at 170 hp. This first experimental Army helicopter 
made its first flight on December 18, 1922. It lifted itself up off the 
ground to a height of about six feet and remained there for a period 
of one minute and forty-two seconds. By June, 1923, the Engineer­
ing Division helicopter had made about 100 flights. *(Excerpt taken 
from AMERICAN HELICOPTER MAGAZINE of July, 1948, 
volume 11, No. 8, article entitled U. S. AIR FORCE HELICOP­
TER DEVELOPMENT. 

*"It was the morning of December 18, 1922, at McCook Field that 
the first flight in public was made, the helicopter being piloted by Ma­
jor Bane. Wheeling the craft to the middle of the flying field it was 
made ready for the test at 9 :00 A.M. Calmly taking his place in the 
pilot's seat, Major Bane primed the motor and it started. 

The four great propellor wings or screws began to rotate like giant 
pin-wheels. The helpers then stood clear of the machine while the 
pilot gradually increased the speed of the motor. The propellers ro­
tated faster, and faster, without the familiar drone, however, common 
with the airplane propeller and with the six blades plainly visible on 
each of the four propellers as they spun around. 

**"The movement seemed graceful and without the noise of friction 
in any part of the mechanism. She lifted herself lightly an inch, two, 
three,-up, up until she stood about three feet clear of the ground and 
remained at an altitude between two and six feet for one minute and 
forty-two seconds. The time was checked b yone of the military of­
ficals present, also by civilian representatives."' 

*"While in the air the machine was remarkably steady, merely the 
slightest oscillation being observed. Hovering at the height mention­
ed the helicopter drifted along possibly three hundred feet with the 

.. SUSTAINED 
.. Sustained-to uphold, as a weight; bear a.sa material burden; support." (Definition 
taken from FUNK AND WAGNALLS STANDARD DICTIONARY). 
••"Sustained-to maintain,· keep,· support." (Definition taken from THE MODERN 
WEBSTERS DICTIONARY). , 
The compilers' interpretation of the meaning of the word "sustained" as given by the 
two dictionaries quoted above is for the length of one minute necessary at the least 
by sti1l and motion picture cameras to record an accurate performance (not trick pho­
tography). 
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1923 

1924 

1924 

wind. Drifting close to the fence, Major Bane was forced to make 
a landing, which was brought about under complete control. By ob­
serving the wheelmarks in the light snow which covered the ground 
at the place of landing it could be seen that the machine landed on a 
spot not more than three feet in length". *(Excerpts taken from 
THE SLIPSTREAM MONTHLY of January, 1923, page 7, vo­
lume 4, number 1). 

*"It is reported that the flight was steady and gave every assur­
ance that the machine would perform satisfactorily at greater heights 
and would maintain stability in actual flight." *"(Excerpt taken from 
SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN of April, 1923,page 243,article entitled 
"Our Army's Helicopter"). 
*"The Engineering Division made a satisfactory flight, under the 
hand of Lieutenant Harris. It rose approximately 10 feet and re­
mained in the air for several minutes". *(Excerpt taken from DAY­
TON DAILY NEWS of Tuesday, September 4, 1923, page 1, 
under the heading "Report 100,000Saw Carnival at Air Field"). 

*"In the course of a test performed by the Technical Section at 
McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio, on December 18, 1922, the Engineer­
ing Division helicopter rose about 6 feet, and stayed in the air for 
one minute, 44 seconds, displaying considerable inherent stability. 
Colonel T. H. Bane of the Air Corps was the pilot, and he was able 
to bring the machine gently to earth". 

*"On another occasion, in 1923, the machine lifted two persons to 
a height of four feet, for a total weight of 3,750 pounds, and then exe­
cuted several flights with only the pilot on board, attaining a maxi­
mum height of 10 feet". (Excerpts taken from JOURNAL of THE 
FRANKLIN INSTITUTE of October, 1936, pages 261 and 262, 
volume number 222, number 3, written by W. Laurence Le Page. 

*"1922 Engineering Division in December demonstrated direct 
lift at Wright Field in official Air Service project. Weighed 3,600 
lbs. driven by 220 hp. engine. reached 6 ft. and stayed aloft two mi­
nutes". *(Excerpt taken from AMERICAN HELICOPTER 
SOCIETY, INC., WESTERN REGIONAL MEETING, March 
19, 1951, Selected Helicopter Chronology - Last 27 years. 

OEMICHEN, in May, 1923, made the first flight in a helicopter closely 
resembling U. S. Engineering Division Helicopter of 600 to 700 yards 

in five minutes and in May, 1924 made its first officially observed 
closely circuit of one kilometer, for 14 minutes at the height of 50 feet. 

PESCARA built a coaxial helicopter with controls modifications of 
which are now used in present day helicopters and made a flight for a 

duration of 12 minutes at a distance of 700 yards. 
*"A. HENRY BERLINER machine, a triplane, flew one minute and 

35 seconds and achieved an altitude of about fifteen feet. Two lifting 
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1928 

1930 

1932 

1933 

airscrews of 15 ft. diameter were driven from a Bentley rotary engine 
of 200 hp., and a control airscrew was placed at the rear. Propul­

sion was achieved by tilting the axis forward. 
The machine weighed about 1,930 lbs. The fundamental difficult­

ies are clear: lifting crews had too small a disk area; airplane surfaces 
interfered with airscrew functioning and vice versa; control was un­
certain". *(Excerpts taken from JOURNAL of THE FRANK­
LIN INSTITUTE of March, 1939,pages 377 and 318, volume 221, 
number 3, article entitled "Principles of Rotary Aircraft", written by 
Alexander Klemin). 

ASBOTH built a helicopter, which had two wooden airscrews, mounted 
coaxially one above the other, had controls, made maximum height 
during flight of 100 feet, a distance of about 3000 yards, and an ap­
proximate speed of 12 miles per hour. The craft weighed 1100 lbs., 
rotors were 14 ft. in diameter, and the engine was 110 hp. 

VITTORIO ISSACO and VICENTE ANDRES patented their heli­
copter, number 1,669,758, in the United States. This design was re­
produced by Curtiss-Bleecker in the early 1930's. According to Mr. 
Bleecker, his helicopter made 15 flights during which it hovered 
when and where desired. Monsieur Issaco made a contribution to the 
single rotor helicopter design by incorporating jet reaction motors 
on the tips of the blades. This was called the Helicogyro. 

D'ASCANIO built a helicopter with two blade rotors, each 39 feet in 
diameter. The blades were articulated (free to flap) by being mount­
ed on a horizontal hinge. They also had freedom of pitch, and were 
stablized by a small tailplane at the blade tip, their angle being con­
trolled by an elevator. The helicopter also had three small auxiliary 
variable pitch screws; a vertical screw to provide yawing control; 
and two horizontal screws, one located at the side to give lateral con• 
trol, and the other on the tail for longitudinal control. The c r a f t 
weighed 1,680 lbs., and the engine developed 95 hp. This helicopter 
was described as being controllable, stable, and free from vibration, 
and was undoubtedly very advanced for its time. Its speed and rate 
of climb were poor, but otherwise it was entirely satisfactory. (Com­
pilers have a 35 mm Italian film of this flight). 

B. M. YURIEFF, an academician and student of the noted scientist, 
N. E. Zhoukovcky, built a double rotor flying helicopter, mode 1 
Z:AGI I-EA, which proved to be of an exceptional quality and large 
size. 

HAFNER constructed a helicopter with very little success. From trial 
flights of this helicopter, he soon came to appreciate the cont r o I 
problems facing the helicopter designer, and he turned to the Auto­
giro as the simplest rotating wing type, on which to develop his ideas. 
He arrived at his well known Gyroplane, which used cyclic p i t ch 
control and gave extremely good performances. 
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Condensed from Skyways Harland Manchester 

••1T has been established by com· 
petent authorities that human 
flight is impossible. Not even 

nature can put a bird in the air weigh-
ing over 30 pounds." 

A well-mannered boy of 12, Igor 
Sikorsky thanked his elders for their 
advice and returned to his room to 
resume work on a model of a strange 
craft which he hoped would rise 
directly from the ground by means 
of an overhead propeller. He had 
built several models, whittling out 
bis propellers and using a twisted 
rubber band for power. None would 
fly. But at last he lick_ed the grem-
lins; and the little ship whirred up· 
ward and smacked the ceiling. His 
father's scientific friends agreed that 
young Igor had an amusing toy. 

Today, Igor Sikorsky's 50-~ear 

Igor Sikorsky's 50-year campaign 9 
to perfect the helicopter , 

has refuted generations of scoffers. 
Other inventors, in;)aired by his 
exam,le, have also pr ucecl success· 
fol lying windmills." The ship 
that couldn't be built has become as 
handy as a wheelbarrow for a hun­
dred workaday jobs, has saved 
thousands of lives, and is headed for 
new horiwns in short-haul transpor­
tation. Last year in recognition of 
the helicopter's service in flying out 
the wounded in Korea, the Collier 
Trophy - presented annually for ( 
"the outstanding contribufion to 
Amencan aviation" - was awarded • 
to the heltcopter manufacturers of 
the United States. Igor Sikorsky, as 

_Brppaign to perfecf Oldth<;_fifilicofil Grand Man of the industry, 
SJiyways (.A11t1Ut,'52), copyrighl 1952 by J. F"'1 Hfflry P,,bJiclltiON, l,ic~ I 27 

«• M~J;,,,,, A.,,., New York 22, N. Y. 
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was chosen to receive the trophy 
from President Truman. 

Sikorsky was steeped in science 
when very young. His father, an 
eminent professor in Kiev, Russia, 
talked to him about electricity, 
astronomy and physics. As a boy 
Igor built several batteries, a small 
electric motor and a steam-powered 
motorcycle. One day his mother, 
a medical-school graduate, showed 
him Leonardo da Vinci's sketch of a 
proposed helicopter. From that day 
the helicopter has been Sikorsky's 
meat and drink, although for 28 
years he shelved his ambition in 
order to pioneer in the design of 
giant fixed-wing planes. 

In the summer of 1908 Igor, then 
18, read an account of the first 
flight of the Wright brothers five 
years before. The story set his blood 
tingling. He went to Paris, then the 
world's aviation capital, and en· 
rolled at a flying school which met 
in a hangar and had no textbooks, 
examinations or diplomas. After a 
few months he knew the little 
which others knew, and "gradu­
ated." 

"Doq't waste your time on a heli­
copter - it's hopeless," his teacher 
told him. So Sikorsky bought a 
25-horsepower motor and some parts 
and returned to Kiev to build a 
helicopter. 

In the summer of 1909 he assem· 
bled his first ungainly craft. It had 
two !if ting propellers mounted on 
the same vertical axle and rotating 
in opposite directions. When, in a 
test, the machine nearly wrecked 

i~self, Sikorsky was happy. "It 
seemed to be trying to go into the 
air," he said - and eagerly drew up 
plans for a new one. 

His father, impressed with his 
son's persistence, staked the budding 
inventor to two more engines. The 
second helicopter, completed the 
following spring, almost !if ted its 
own weight of 400 pounds. Igor 
knew now that more power and dif­
ferently designed propellers would 
do the trick. But he had worked for 
a year and a half, and had spent a 
large sum of family money with no 
tangible results. Reluctantly he put 
aside his flying windmill and turned 
to small biplanes. 

During the next two years Sikor· 
sky built four planes out of "spit 
and string," escaped miraculously 
from numerous crashes. The local 
plumber made the radiators for 
Igor's planes, a bicycle repair shop 
turned out the undercarriages, 
schoolmates from the polytechnic 
institute helped for nothing. The 
fifth effort, the "S-5," justified 
everyone's faith. In it Sikorsky 
made cross-country flights and won 
his pilot's license. Invited to take 
part in army maneuvers, he flew for 
an hour at 1500 feet. Also, he begah 
to earn money giving exhibition 
flights. 

Sikorsky and his crew of amateurs 
next built a plane with a too-horse· 
power motor. It flew at 70 miles an 
hour with pilot and two passengers, 
breaking the world's record. Sikor· 
sky had arrived. Just before his 23rd 
birthday a Petrograd firm bought 
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exclusive rights to manufacture his 
planes, and made him designer and 
chief engineer. Within two years he 
paid back the $25,000 his family had 
risked on his career, and was on his 
way to making a fortune. 

Sikorsky designed a huge craft 
with four motors and an enclosed 
passenger cabin. Skeptics said that 
such a monstr~ity would not rise 
from the ground. On a test flight the 
Grand, as it was dubbed - the 
world's first four-motored plane -
remained aloft an hour and 54 
minutes with eight passengers on 
board! Ci.ar Nicholas came to see 
the plane and presented Sikorsky 
with a gold watch. 

For several years, world aeronau-
tical progress had been slow because 
of the caution of investors. So while 
Glenn Curtiss was planning his big 
flying boat, the Amenca, and Geof-
frey de HaviUand of England, 
Anthony Fokker of Germany and 
others were building light military 
planes, Sikorsky stole a march on the 
aviation world with his giant craft. 

·When war broke out, Sikorsky 
built 75 four-engine bombers which 
made hundreds of raids on German 
targets. Then came the Red Revolu-
tion. Sikorsky abandoned his for• 
tune - some $500,000 invested in 
real estate and government bonds -
and fled to the United States. He 
landed in New York in March 1919 
-with $600, no friends and little 
English. At 30 he was back againat 
scratch. 

He rented a $6-a-week room, 
allowed himself 80 cents a day for 

meals, and began frequenting flying 
fields. Finally he got a job teaching 
·mathematics in a night school for 
Russian immigrants. As students 
learned of his background, he was 
asked to lecture on aviation and 
astronomy. His predictions about 
the future of flying excited his stu· 
dents, many of whom were skilled 
workmen, and they offered to help 
him. A Russian refugee who ran a 
farm near Roosevelt Field, Long 
Island, offered his back yard and 
outbuildings for a workshop. 

In the spring of 1923 the Sikorsky 
Aero Engineering Corp. was formed 
on less than $1000 capital, and work 
began on a two-engine passenger 
plane. Michel and Serge Gluhareff, 
Russian glider inventors, and Michel 
Buivid, an engineer who was Sikor· 
sky's schoolmate in Kiev, came to 
work for $15 a week. They bought a 
second-hand drill press for $1 .80, 
made shears for cutting aluminum 
from an old auto bumper, got angle 
irons from bedsprings in a junk 
yard, and bought other parts in five-
and-ten-cent stores. When some of 
the makeshift parts wouldn't fit, 
Sikorsky redesigned the plans. 

For 20 weeks no one was paid. 
When the food situation got really 
acute, Sikorsky pawned the watch 
the Czar had given him. 

Came the time for the plane's 
first test flight, and the gang of 
helpers enthusiastically swarmed 
aboard. Sikorsky didn't have the 
heart to turn them out, and the 
overloaded craft was smashed in a 
forced landing. No one was hurt, but 
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for Sikorsky it looked like the end 
of the road. 

His 50-odd stockholders and 
friends still believed in him, how-
ever, and put up $2500 more. The 
rebuilt S-29 successfully carried 
14 passengers and cruised at 100 
m.p.h. Orders came in, and Sikorsky 
immediately pushed on to a new 
plane. 

He hit his stride when he built 
the famous S-3~ ten-seater amphib-
ian - turning out more than a 
hundred of the big ships in his new 
plant at Bridgeport, Conn. The 
S-38's pioneered long-distance mail 
and passenger service throughout 
the Western Hemisphere. Then fol-
lowed the Sikorsky Flying Clippers. 
Now the firm became a branch of 
United Aircraft Corp., and to all the 
world the name Sikorsky came to 
mean fast, luxurious overseas air 
travel. 

But all the while Sikorsky's heart 
was with the helicopter. Through 
the years he had snatched time to 
sketch improvements and take out 
patents. In 1938 he took his plans to 
the heads of United Aircraft. Focke 
of Germany had flown a rotary-wing 
aircraft the year before, but experts 
were still dubious. United, however, 
risked $1000 on experimental work. 

A year later Sikorsky rolled a 
weird contraption from the hangar: 
a squat framework of pipes contain-
ing a motor and topped by a hori-
zontal propeller. Only Sikorsky 
knew how the beast should work, 
and he had to learn to fly it. Since 
you can practice with a helicopter at 

an altitude of three feet, he tethered 
it with a ball and chain. To the 
amazement of onlookers the ship 
rose from the ground. 

For two years he tore down and 
rebuilt, made longer and higher 
flights, and proved the amazing ver· 
satility of a flying machine that 
could rise vertically, stand still in 
the air, skim treetops safely and 
land almost anywhere. The Army 
ordered its first helicopter in 1941. 
Since then more than 800 Sikorsky 
helicopters have been built, other 
designers have come along with 
variations, and the flying windmill 
has acquired a reputation as an angel 
of mercy in both war and peace. 

The helicopter's career has only 
begun, says Sikorsky. Jet transport 
liners will need longer runways and 
big airports will be pushed farther 
from cities, creating a demand for 
helicopter "bus service." For this 
type of service Sikorsky has already 
created the ten-passenger S-55 -
largest helicopter to have received a 
Civil Aeronautics Board certificate 
of airworthiness - and delivered 
the first to Los Angeles Airways. 

Now 63, Sikorsky i~ a short, 
stocky man with thinning hair, a 
close-cropped mustache and punc· 
tilious Old World manners. "In the 
30 years I have worked for him," 
says an associate, "he has never 
raised his voice, pounded a table or 
failed in courtesy." He has a gift for 
explaining aeronautical science to 
the layman and is in great demand as 
a lecturer. Once he was present at a 
symposium where different types of 
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helicopters were being appraised, ment contract he is working on a 
but there was no representative to • new hybrid ship - a kind of fixed­
describe the machine manufactured wing craft that will tombine the 
by a rival. Sikorsky volunteered - helicopter's vertical take-off with 
and set forth his rival's claims so the greater cruising speed of the 
persuasively that a stranger would airplane. 
have thought he was describing his Some people say these things 
own ship. cannot be done. But in the Sikorsky 

What next plant there is a sign which reads: 
Man? He has vi • "According to recognized aero­
helicopter, technical tests, the bumblebee cannot 
mounted at the blade t' s. that will fly because of the shape and weight of 
lift big freight loads o r rough ter­ his body in relation to the total wing 
rain, speeding cons 1ction jobs in area. The bumblebee doem't krzow this, 
remote areas. An under Govern- so he goes ahead and flies anyway." 

Laughing Matter 

WHEN anyone asked my grandfather the secret of His 50 years of serene 
married life, he always told this story: 

Right after our wedding, we started out to my ranch, with Jenny up be­
hind me on the mare. Suddenly the mare stumbled. "That's once," I said. 
After a while she stumbled again. "That's twice," I said. And a few miles 
later on she stumbled the third time. "That's three times," I said, and put 
Jenny down on the ground, pulled out my gun and shot the mare dead. 

Jenny got sore because I had killed a perfectly good horse, and she read 
the riot act, real mad. , 

I waited until she was completely unwound. Then I said, "That's once." 
- Helo,, Pc..,,_ in Trw 

A TIGHT·LIPPED maiden lady complained to the sheriff one summer be­
cause small boys were bathing nude in a nearby stream, in plain view of her 
porch. The sheriff told the boys to move up the stream a bit. A few days 
later the lady spoke to the sheriff again. 

"Haven't the kids moved?" he asked. 
"They have," snapped the lady, "but if I go upstairs I can still see them 

from the window." So the sheriff asked the boys to go still farther away. 
They said they would. . 

In a week the lady was back in the sheriff's office. "They've gone up· 
stream," she said, "but I can still see them from the attic window with 
spyglasses." - Morris L. Em.ti & A~undcr Lindcy in TM Ce,,,or Mn,,._, 0,, (Doubleday) 



He has returned to helicopter construction and has designed a four 
seater taxi with an engine of 450 hp. A variant of this general type 
has been proposed by Dr. Bennett, in which the auxiliary tail rotor is 
arranged to auto-rotate in the downwash from the main rotor. In this 
way, he was trying to eliminate the power loss which is associated with 
tail rotor. 

1935 LOUIS BREGUET and RENE DORAND built a helicopter with 
two coaxial rotors, 15 meters in diameter, called the labratory Gyro­
plane". In 1936 this craft broke all world records with an altitude 
of 158 meters, flight duration of 1 hour, 2 minutes, distance of 44 
kilometers in a closed circuit, and a speed of 99 kilometers. 

1937 PROFESSOR HENRICH FOCKE built a professional helicopter 
and conducted a series of experiments with a two rotor helicopter, 
which broke all records and made a flight from Bremen to Berlin. A 
one hour film, which has been viewed by the compilers, was made 
of the helicopter activities of Focke in the second World War, in an 
experimental station in the Alps. The Focke helicopter was used 
for lifting and carrying cargoes such as munitions, guns, and even 
light planes. 

1937 G & J WEIR of Scotland, independent of Focke, built a small single­
seater helicopter of the same general type of Focke. In 1939 they 
also built a larger two-seater model with a Gipsy 200 hp. engine. 

1938 *"THE CIERVA AUTOGIRO COMPANY and DR. BENNETT, 
their Chief Technician, has proposed that in the interest of reduction 
of size, weight, and drag, the hubs, of the side-by-side arrangement 
should be brought closer together with an angle between the axis 
to insure the blades against fouling during flight. This type was nev­
er built in Great Britian, but several have been constructed elsewhere. 
A few such examples are: FLETTNER and KELLETT. 

A single rotor with jet reaction at the tail was constructed by the 
Cierva Autogyro Company. Apart from the jet reaction at the tail, 
it is interesting because control is obtained by tilting the entire hub 
which is mounted on a special joint of the "constant velocity" type. 
The articulations have two intercoupled hinges so arranged that any 
tendency of the blades to flap is converted into pitch change. This 
arrangement was proposed in order to get a rotor which would be 
automatically stable in gusts."*(Excerpt from American Helicopter 
of March, 1947,pages 24 and 26, volume 6, number 4 ). 

1939 SIKORSKY built the VS-300 during 1939 and 1940, which made a 
controllable flight. On May 6, 1941, Sikorsky broke the world's re­
cord remaining in the air 1 hour and 32 minutes, while the German 
Focke-Wolf helicopter, two years before, held a record for 1 hour, 
20 minutes, and Louis Breguet, four years earlier, l hour and 2 min­
utes. 

P~ge 10 



1943 FLETTNER during the recent war, in Germany, constructed a small 
two-seater helicopter, the FL 282, with two intermeshing two-bladed 
rotors, and it was intended to operate from cruisers for observation 
purposes. Some of its char-acteristics are: engine 140 hp.; diamet­
er of each rotor 39.5 feet; weight empty 1,400 lbs.; gross weight 2,200 
lbs.; maximum speed 90 mph.; and hovering ceiling 1,000 ft. 

1946 PAUL BAUMGARTL, Chief Engineer of the Helicopter Depart­
ment, Fabrica do Galeao, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, has made numerous 
contributions to the designing field of transmissions and controls for 
helicopters. 

1947 CARL AGAR as the head of the Okanagan Air Service, Ltd., is one of 
Canada's and one the world's leading authorities on the hazardous 
technique of flying rotary-wing craft in the mountains. He was a­
warded the McKee Trophy for making the greatest contribution to 
Canadian aviation in 1950. 

The Canadian helicopters have a single rotor with a small torque 
propeller on the tail. The pioneering, designing, and building work 
was performed by two ambitious American Engineers by the names 
of Bernard W. Sznyser and Selma G. Gottlieb. This helicopter was 
called the SG MARK VI. 

1948 U.S.S.R.-The helicopter behind the "iron curtain" is a copy of one of 
the American designs, with a large single rotor and a small torque 
rotor on the tail. 

The compilers' interest 
torical values. , 

centered in ea,rly birds' activities and original designs of 0ti11-
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