Farley, Federal Fall Guy.,

By John Boettiger.

Chitcago Sunday Tribune
Jane 10, 1934,

Washington, D.C.~

A new temple in the forum of the New Deal rises expensively in
Pennsylvania Avenue, and within its stone walls are encfusted a master's
quarters which set to shame the headquarters of the other masters of
Washington's bureaucracy. ‘

It is not thst the other masters have simple and democratic of-
fices, but that this new one is grand beyond compare.

The reception room wherein American subjects will wait before

entering the master's presence is a massive hall of carved walmut

panels and beams and parqueted floors. Great windows look out upon
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parapets whieh hide the commonalty on t he strects below. Beyond the
great hell is a smaller one, in which the secretaries and flunkies
of the master will sit in protective array, and past that barrier

is the inner sanctum. This room also is carved in rich walnut. At

either end of the spacious chamber - it would seem irreverent to call
it an office - 1is a wood-burning fireplace, so that the master may
be cheered in the bluster of winter by a crackling of blazing logs

on open hearths, In the summer iced and washed air will keep the
master cool while the subjects elsewhere in the capital, even in the
halls of Congress, will perspire and gasp for breath in the humid

atmosphere. The windows of the inner sanctim look out upon a court-

yard, where a fountain will be sending esthetic shafts of yater into
‘the air, and when the landscapers have completed their task the master
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will see beautifud flowers anf flagstones setting off a finely trimmed
green bent.

'Tis a palace for a Caesar, in truth, and it comes very hard to
picture James Aloysius Farley at home in all the grandeur of the new
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postoffice departme nt building.
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One could never imagine "Stretch" Farley, the semi-pro baseball

player, in such an abode, Nor would you build it for Jim Farley, the
world's greatest gypsum salésman, nor ror.Big Jim Farley, New York
building materials and cauliflower kinge.

Not even the postmaster general, the Hon, James A, Farley, maker
of a President, a political impresario of the New Deal, seems to fit
in t he glory of that new setting prepared for him. For with all his
sweep to fame from "Stretch" Farley, the first baseman, to political
boss of the nation, he is still Jim to all the boys.

He doesn't know himself how he'll ever get used to his new
mighty chambers, which were planned, it should be noted, by his
predecessor, Walter ¥, (High Hat| Brown., Jim can't quite see himself
breezing foryh into that great reception hall to sort out his callers,
smacking the mob of Jjob seekers on their backs and trying to keep them
friendly; motioning Senators and Congressmen and National Committeemen
imto the inner sanctum.

He really prefers the comfortable, old-fashioggd, Square 1ittle
office he now occupies in the rambling omd gray étona structure which
for many years has housed the postoffice department. DBut by the grace
of Hoover and Brown the new office is there, and he's just going to
have to move into it, whether he likes it or not. Jim did have his
way at the Mayflower Hotel, which he has made his Washington home,

The menegement hed moved him into $he fameus l2-roam suite which
former Vice-President Charley Curtis occupied at $5 a week rent.

Farley stood. it a week and moved into a 3-room suite.
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"I was getting lost in the place,"” he observed. "It wasn't my
kind of a jojnt."

Of coufse, Jim didn't dislike his new postoffice building so
mach that he i&uldn't spend $1000 of the postage stamp money for having
the cornerstone of the building recast with the name of the present
postmaster general, James A. Farley, carwed in,

Big Jim isn't the least bit shy about having his name appear
in publiec. "Spell the neme right," is his oply ;n;gggf}on to those

who write aboutAhim, good or bad.
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When in 1926 a New York ‘editor threatened tp blister Farley
with editorial blasts because the cauliflower king, Big Jim, refused
to permit Tunney to fight Dempsey, the familiar retort came over the
telephone: "Spell the name rggpf, that's all,.”

Green ink and personal contacting are the symbols of Big Jim's

success, he will tell you. He's used more green 1nk than any other

letter writer, and there seems<¥o be no doubt about 1t that he has

pérsonally contacted more people in the United States tha%fny other
human being.

His memory for names and faces is miraculous. If he is intro-
duced to a man once, gets a few facts about him, he'll greet him a
year later as: "Hello, Bill, how's things? How're Bea and the kids?"
He is an inveterate user of first names, loves to be called "Jim", and
in writing to anyone who has addresed him as Jim he'll always write him
back as "Dear Bill"™ and sign the letter "Sincerely, Jim."

He sent out 700,000 letters over his own signature - in green

ink - while he wés electihg Ffénklin Roosevelt to the presidency,
and 1t's anybody's guess as to how many thousand hands he shook with
that strong right paw of his,

He's covered a lot of ground since those days whem "Stretch"

Farley was mixing semi-pro basebell am@ small-town politics., The whole
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syory is told in an emazing set of scrap-books which is one of Big \
Jim's most precious treasures., He's one of those fellows who saves
the menu of the Elk's banquet at Nyack, the front-row ticket stub
at a big fight, the invitation to the governor's birthday party, the ‘\
Christmas message from exiled Jimmy Walker in Nice,

Big Jim is still prett#mnch of a home towner. His scrap-books
are full of clippfngs from the Journal News at Nyack, N.Y., in his \\
home county of Rockland, and from the Rockland County Evening Journal,

He made his closing speech of the presidential campaign at
Spring Valley, N, Y., pleading the humble cause of Fred Hora for re-
election to the legislature from his hbme district, and in that speech,
on Nov. 4, 1932, Big Jim said to his neighbors:

"I think of Rockland County daily. Whatever suscess I have had
inopolitics is due to the loyalty of hundreds of people in this county.
I can't get back as often as I would like, but I get all the county
pepers and save them during the week and on Sundays I go over them at
my home to see what my friends here are doing and what's going on
in Rockland,"

And he really does just that. When the name of Farley appears
in those home-town papers - and there's hardly an issue that it
doesn't - the postmaster general clips out the item and turns it over

to his “pastemaster general™, "Wild Bill" Lyons, a picturesque Farley
1dolizer, who is guardian of the scrap-books.
Lean and lanky enough to be called "Stretch" Farley in his

younger days, when his mother ran the town grocery at Grassy Pomnt,

N. Y., after his father was killed by a Rorse, he is now "ﬁiémfii*;

because he tips the balance at 215 pounds and is 6 feet 2% inches
tall.
On the postmaster general's desk is a picture of Jim taeken in

1911, when he was 23 years old. It is autographed: "Presented to




Jim himselr, in memory of his hair, from ¥ranklin D, Booseveltl,."

It ie not too easy to follow the evolution of the well-thatched top
of that day to the shiny bald expanse of Big Jim's cranium today.

He has never tasted intoxicating liquor, but can have an amazing-
ly good time at a drink-fest, telling stories as tall and as funny
as might any of his potted& companions. He doesn't smoke - but hold on,
he does chew gum, He hands out sticks of gum like any other canpaigner
'°F¥9AP?°° the cheap eigars. T

A eeheelboj wrote to find out "what part chewing gum had& played
in your success," and the postmaster general replied:

"Dear John: I don't know whether gum played any part in my suc-
cess, but it was not a retarding factor.”

Jubilant John wrote back:

"My assistant principal said chewing gum was a bad habit, that
no gum chewer could succeed, I read your letter in the class and it
got a lot of applause,”

Big Jim has been in politics ever since, as a lad of eight, he
threw his weight behind Bryan and free silver and carried a térch
in a Bryan parade in Stony Point. He was born, it should be noted,
on May 30, 1888, second or.the five sons of James anl Ellen Farley.
Because of his father's untimely death, Jim went to work early in
the brickyard, and later 1n a shipyard, during his school vacatione.

.
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He married his childhood sweetheart Elizabeth Finnegan, of
r\

nearby Haverstraw, N, Y., on April 28, 1920, and they haw three
children, Elizabeth, Ann, and Jemes Jr, Big Jim counts as his luck~

ieast days those on the ocean sand at his summer home a® Deal Beach,
N. J., when he can roughhouse with the kids,

Bess Farley came to Washington on inauguration day, but she
didn't stay. Big and jolly and genuine, like Jim, Bess couldn't
stomach the stupid idiocies of Waehingten society, and so went back
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home to New York, where she understands people and people understan 4
her, /

Before he was old enough to vote Jim Farley had helped to get
together a Rockland county Temmany orgenization. When his twenty-
rirst birthday rolled around Jim ogled the town clerkship at Stony
Point. Before the election he wrote longhand letters - in green ink-
to every voter in khe township, and after qlection he wrote them all
again,thanking them for the job. The fact that he was thanking some
people who had voted for his opponent didn't disturd Fim, They'd
probably feel bad about it and vote for him next time, he reasoned.

Al Smith while governor took a liking to the lad with the tre-
mendous political energy ani made him port warden at New York City in
1918, The governor called Jim.in one day anmd asked him if he thought
his job was necessary. One wit had compabted Jim's duties as port
warden with those of a truant officer in vacation time, Jim didn't
hesitate. He told Smith he thought the job ought to be abolished,
and abolished it was.

Big Jim served one term in the New York legislature, was beaten
wheni he ran again bacause he stood with wet Al Smith., He was delegate
to various party conventions, held all sorts of odd jobs in the New
York Democracy. All this time'he was working strenuously developing
his reputation as the star gypsum salesmen of the country, and he got
to be sales manager in charge of the New York office of the Universal
Gypsum Company,

But his political bent had shown him there was money to be made
in t he building materials trade, so in 1926 he organized the James
A, Farley Company. Contractors and builders of New York skyscrapers
ceme to know it was smart to use Farley. sement, Farley.plaster, Ferley
bricka_and mortgr,ﬂ In 1929 Big Jim decided there was room for only
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one big materials company in New York, so he merged five others with
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his owa inte the General Builders' Supply Corporation, sat down him-

swlf in the president's chair, and made his brother-in-law, Harry

R
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Finnegan, vice-president. Faflé§~f;§iéﬁga.ii;—p:esidency when he

becare postmaster general, and Finnegun runs the business now.

——

Big Jim's great prowess as a gladhander naturally gravitated
him into the rraternai orders. He is an Eagle, a Red Man, a Knight
of Columbus, and an Elk., To keep his political hand in during the
off season he makes grand exalted rulers of the Elks, and once, when
he cowldn't find the right men, he took that jjodb ¥Yimself,

With all his duties Big Jim found time hanging heavily on his
hands, so in 1924; when Al Smith offered him one of the three member-
ships on the New York State Boxing Commission, he grabbed that Jjob,
too. He knew little more about boxing than did Cardinal Hayes, but
that was a minor detail to Jim,

Never having served #n any committee that didn't turn immedi-
ately into a one-man organization, Big Jim took charge of the Boxing
Cémmission, He was a bit embarrassed by having George E. Brower as the

permanent chairmen of the commission, but in 1925, when Brower went

to the hospital to have his appendix out, Farley notified his aging
and faithful friend, the late Commissioner William Muldoon, that a

meeting of the commission was being held without delay.
When Brower came out of the ether he was minus one appendix
and one chairmanship.

"We're rotating the chairmenship,” explained Farley when Brower
protested. When a year rolled by and Brower asked about rotating the
chairmanship once more, Farley replied: "We've stopped rotating it,"”
and with Muldoon's vote reelected himself. This went on until Feb.
88, 1933, when Big Jim resigned because of his approaching elevation
do the holy of holies in the New Deal cabinet.

It's pretty hard for Big Jim to give up a job, at that, and he
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hated to quit running the New York cauliflower industry. However, he
just won't quit being Ghairman of the State Democratic Committee and
Chairman of the National Democratic Committee, and he rnnifhose two
big Jobs right along with the postmaster generalship.

Frankdin Roosevelt had become @overnor of New York during Big
Jim's heyday as the king of cauiiflorer, and in 1930, when "F.D." was

a candidate for reelection, Big Jim took on the chairmanship of the

Democratic State Committee am@ ran the Governor’s campaign. Mr. Emeseys
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Roosevelt was victor by more than thrézidﬁartéré of a million votes,
and then it was that Big Jim decided that the real candidate for the
Presidency of the United States was not the man he'd fought for in
'28, Alfred E. Smith, but Franklin Roosevelt. Big Jim right then
began running "the Governor™ - he has never called him Frank, nor éven
"F.D." - for President.

There are some tales about the cauliflower industry that beg
the tellinge It had fallen to its lowest estate when Big Jim came on
the job, and that was really low. Every fight was fought in advance
in some gambling den, and the softest method which the crooks used in
having a fight thrown was to have one gladiator foul his opponente.
The fouler would tap the foulee lightly below the belt, and the foulee
would settle to the mat, screaming with simulated pain. The referee
would award the match to the foulee, who would then recover, much too
quickly, and the fans grew so disgusted that the fights began to be
staged before ghostly houses,

Big Jim ended that horse-play by making a new rule. Making new
rules has glways been a favorite pastime for Big Jim, He tried his
best at Chicago to get the Democratic Convention to change the two-
thirds rule which he"didn't particularly care for, since there was,
in the beginning, grave doubt in his mind whether he could muster
two-thirds of the delegates behind Frankdin D.
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Jim's new rdle for the cauliflower industry laid it down that
there was no such thing as a foul. It was an illusion, he held. King
Farley decreed that if a foul was delivered, and the foulee fell to
the mat, the referee started the count., If the foulee got up, the
fouler lost that round; if the foulee took the count of ten, the foulee
lost the fight. In other words, the foul hitter had to hit so low and
ao viciously that he completely 1ncapacitayed the other fighter, and
ther he'd get the loving cup. If he fouled gently, he was penalized
the round. It sounded pretty ghastly, but it served with magical ef-
fect to revive the fouled fighters, They didn't lie down any more;
when the referee began his mournful count, the battler would think
disgustedly of the new Farley rule and get up and fight. And there
were few fighters laid low by fouls; they wore metal protectors ap-
provwed by Big Jim, which saved them from serious injury. Another
Farley ruling got a tremendous big hand from Harlem, with reverbera-
tions that madé many Democratic votes among Negroes all over the
country., This was in 1926 when Big Jim ruled that Champion Jack
Dempsey would have to fight Harry Wills instead of Gene Tunney for the
title.

Tex Rickard insisted that Dempsey would fight Tunney, but Big
Jim, with the plaudits of thé colored voters ringing loudly in both
ears, stuck stubbornly by his insistence that the Nrgro Wills would
get the first chance at Dempsey's title.

Rickard finally took the fight end all the fight customers over
to Philadelphia, and there Dempsey lost to Tunney. This fighting in-
tellectual was bitter against Big Jim for discriminating against him,
but it didn't last very long, am. the '32 campaign found Tunney cam-
paigning among his slub fellows for the Roosevelt-Garner tickete.

Farley thinks the greatest fighter he has known was Dempsey,
and the gamest, Mickey Walker, His favorite actors are Eddie Cantor
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and George M. Cohan, and he much prefers the vamdeville theatre to
drama or even grand opera,

It may well be that President Roosevelt and his famed Warwick,
Louey Howe, engineered the pre-convention program which won the nom-
ination for Mr. Roosevelt, But if their;s was the program, Big Jim
carried it out for them. |

Big Jim went out with a suitcase, an extra shirt and a change
of underwear; he travelled 30,000 miles; he contacted 6000 Democratic
leaders, Jjollied them along, told them what a great fellow was
Rooseve lt, and when he rolled into Chicago in June of '32 he had 666
votes in that suitcase, enough so that, after three ballots had been
taken, and some shenannigans had been pulled with Mr. Hearst, Mr.
MacAdoo and Mr. Garner, the nomination was placed in Mr. Roosevelt's
willing hands. .

A} Smith, who hadn't moved a finger before the convention, ap-
parently on the assumption that he could sway the delegates by making
& personal appeal as their 1928 banner'bearer, was crushed even before
he started, under the steam-roller of the Roosevelt gang. So was
Governor Ritchie, and so was Newton Baker, and so were they all,

There now seems to be no doudbt that during the months of the

p residential campaign Big Jim was the best customer of the post-

office department uhiogﬂggugggmigyggdﬁg”;gherit.' The whole country
was hlanké%;&M;;E;;m;“;torm of Farley letters. The man who couldn't
produce a letter from Big Jim during those months just wasn't old
enough to vote.

While Mr, Roosevelt was stumping all over the country, Big Jim
stayed at home and directed his stream of green ink. When Big Jim
got palsy in his writing wrist, he signed one more sample signature;
a clever lithographer made a good die of it, and then by tgg_hundred
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thousands Big Jim's "personally signed™ messages went abroad to the
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biggest and the littlest toilers in the Democratic organization.

It is interesting to conjecture just how much that "contacting”
campaign of Big Jim's affeocted the vote in November, 1932, It is also
something of an inside story which hasn't yet been told as to how many
letters went out, to whom they were sent, and what they said.

There were several thousand pre-convention letters dispatched,

but the deluge really started right after Mr. Roosevelt's nomination,

This was how it progressed:

July 29 - Far;ey to 2600 delagates and alternates at the conven-
tion, thanking them for the nomination.and asking support in the
campaign,

- Aug., 2 - Farley to 2800 Democratic County Chairmen, asking them
for complete lists of all precinct committeemen and women.

Aug. 25 - Farley to 1000_seleoted friends of Mr. Roosevelt; "We
have urgent need of the 'sinews of war', Every dollar helps and we
shall be just as grateful if you can collect $10 for our campaign ex-
penses as 1f you send a large contribution,”

Aug, 30 - Roosevelt to 84,000 committeemen: "I would appreciate
a letter from you letting me know what issues are being discussed in
your district,."

Sept. 12 - Farley to 87,000 committeemen, asking them to form
Roosevelt-Garner clubs, .

Sept. 21 - Farley to 60,000 committeemen in doubtful states,
crowing over the results of the election in Maine,

Oct. 5 - Richard F. Roper, director of clubs, to 92,000 committee-
men enclosing instructions on how to form the clubs,

Oct. 10 - Farley pep letter to 95,000 committeemen.

Oct. 17 - Farley to 94,000 committeemen, promoting sale of
Roosevelt-Garner medallions.

Ost. 23 - Farley to 2800 County Chairmen, answering the Republican
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panic campaign,

Oct. 24 - Farley to 2000 publishers, enclosing specimen adver-
tiséments which were offere& for "voluntary publication.”

‘Oct. 27 - Parley to 30,000 committeemen in agricultural states,
enclosing literature and answering the Republican charge that Roosevelt
would lower tariffs on agricultural products.

Oct. 27 - Farley to 4000 candidates on Democratic tickets through-
out the conntrﬁ, asking for solidarity. .

Oct. 30 - Roosevelt to 107,000 committeemen: "If victory is ours
my first feeling of thankfulness will be for the efforts which you have
made in this campaign.”

Nov., 2 - Farley to 137,000 committeemen and women county chair-
men, delegates of 1932 convention, national committeemen, state com-
mitteemen, New York State county committee and inspectors of election:
"I am relying on you to make certain that no friend of the national
tieket fails to cast his ballot . . « « make certain we have an honest
eount in your district.”

Nov, 12 - Farley to 139,000, includinf same list as that of
Nov. 2 = "I want you to know that I am deeply grateful to you."

Some time between Nov, 8 ami March 4 - the date is lost -
President-Elect Roosewelt during the course of a chat with Big Jim
remarked:

"I see your predecessor is having trouble with his new hat.”

Big Jim picked up the telephone a bit later and called Mrs.
Farley.

"I'm the new postman,™ he said,

That was how Big Jim got the news that he was to be postmaster
general, and how he told his ™missus™ about it. To those who have
forgotten about the difficulties encountered@ by Mr, Hoover's postmaster
general, Mr, Brown, it will be recalled that Mr. Brown ordered a spe-

¢ial limousine with a high tonneau, so that he could sit in it without
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taking off his new silk heat.

Big Jim wears a silk topper and cutaway coat on occasions, but
he was fairly well used to that from marching in Tammany parades ani
funerals,

The sea of jobhunters, which has surged at Big Jim's heels, in
Washington, in New York, even at his summer home, aboard trains, air-
planes, on the streety, has worn him down at times.

It is true that Big Jim hates to say no to anybody, and he has
had to say it many times during the first year of the New Deal. In
the beginning the strategists of the adpinistration decided it would
be best to get all the ma jor legislation adopted by Congress before
giving the boys their candy. 7The Democrats, hungry during 12 long
years of Republicanism, were pretty sore at being forced to wait,
and took it out on poor Jdim, who had no more responsibility for the
decision than they.

Big Jim doesn't pretend to be one of the Brain Trusters; he
knows very little about the "national planning" of Tugwell and Hopkins
and Yohnson an Lilienthal, and might even shake his head sadly over
much of the "experimentation" that is going on. He takes no part in
the discussions over national policy, sticks to his Jjob of trying to
run his own postoffice departmemt and his political posts.

When finally the time came to deal out the jobs, Big Jim began
to get happier, and he looked forward to being able to say yes for a
change. He even wrote out a codd of patronage to follow, and pub-
lished it in the American Magazine for August, 1933, as follows:

"I am following two fundamental riles: (1) Is the applicant
qualified? (2) Is he loyal to the party and sympathetic toward the
program of Franklin D, Roosevelt?

"I think it is only fair that those men who worked to pat Mr,
Roosevelt in the Presidency should be given jobs in the Federal service
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and ®® given an opportunity to help him carry out his program, I
think it is not only fair, but reasonable and intelligent as a policy.

"Before attempting to defend this proposition, let me state it
more clearly and definitely. We call those Federal office-holders
who are exempt from Civil Service requirement the ‘*exempt list.' I
am an old baseball player, and I like to oali#hings straight. Any
Republican on the exempt list has a chance .of reappointment - but he
has two strikes on him,

"If he is a wizard in his own field, if he knows more about his
job than anybodyielse - he will hold his position., But if there is
a Democrat Jjust as well qualified, that Democrat will get the Job.

"And among the Democrats who are qualified, who will get the
first chance at the job? The F.R.B.C. men. That means the men who
were 'for Roosevelt before Chicago.'"

Al Smith didn't care for the Farley code, and jibed at it in
an editorial published in the September Outlook. Al's idea was that
public servants should be selected for their ability in their jobs
and their loyalty to government and countryil

But the code didm't work anyhow. The Brain Trusters grew very
cold toward Big Jim when he came to them with lists of men wanting
jobs., The professors filled their staffs with college boys and intel-
lectuals, many of whom, if they were anything, were Republicans. As
a matter of fact, some of the Brain Trusters, especially Ickes, Wallace,
Perkins and Hopkins, looked with suspicion on a good old-fashioned
Democrat. Wallave and Ickes, who were both radical Republicans, an-
nounced to Farley that their departments would be manned by radiecal
Republican followers, that this was their reward for helping to elect

Roosevelt.

~—

The crowning touch was when Harry Hopkins put a Republican in
charge of CWA work in Big Jim's home town of Stony Point. | f/
T o S—
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Big Jim's heart was broken over the Brain Trusters' lack of sym-
pathy toward the party, but it's pretty well mended now that he has
found a new scheme to sort of even up on his patronasge losses, He

issues special stamps. In one year he has issued more special com-

memorative stamps than all previous postmasters since Benjamin
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Stamp colleotors, includinf such ardent philatelists as Franklin

Roosevelt and Harold Ickes, are in a prolonged ecstasy of delight as
hardly a day goes by in which Big Jim doesn't provide them with a new
stamp to paste in their albums. Many collectors, however, hawe gbne
on the relief rolls because they spent so much of their savings and
earnings to buy the new Farley issues that they had nothing left to
buy biscuits and shoes for Emma and the children.

As soon as Big Jim takes care of that deficit in the postoffice
departmemt he's going to devise some method for giving away stamps
to deserving philatelists who will agree not to try to use the stamps
for mailing letters, and who, of course, will promise to vote the
Democratic ticket,

He issued a special NRA steapp when that ill-fated agency was
going big, and got sat on because his artist made the stamp look like
a Soviet industrial poster. He héard that the Poles were still strong
for Al Smith, and so he issued a Gen. Kosciusko stamp commemorating
the 150th anniversary of the Polish hero's naturalization as an
American,

The German-American voters - and Big Jim knows there are millions

of 'em - didn't care particularly for the Kosciusko stamp, so Big Jim

promptly put out a special Graf Zeppelin stamp. He skips international

boundaries easily, and not long ago 1ssued‘;~special 50 cent_gzzg_
Ant&ctio Bxpedition stm.._.

He's working now on two very good prospects - a Wisconsin Ter-
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centenary stamp to commemorate the 300th anniversary of the explora-
tion of Wisconsin by Jean Nicolet, and a whole series on American
national parks, The Democrats in Wisconsin have been chafing under
Big Jim's friendliness toward Progressive Bob LaFollette, but they'll
be appeased when they see that Wisconsin stamp, and the Indians will
be hanging pictures of Roosevelt and the Blue Eagle all over the ma =
tional parks. _

The big payoff, and Big Jim's proudest achievement, was the
Mother's Day stamp. That took in just about everybody, because hasn't
everybody had a mother?

Business men wept as they put the Mother's Day stamps on the
May 15 dills, and for weeks Whistler's painting decorated the forneds
of envelopes all over the country.

It's tough to have bo break a secret, but the news is too good
to keep that Big Jim has everything set for the issuance of a special
Santa Claus stamp next December}

The Republicans will have to go far to tie that one.

Too oftén the easy-going nature of Big Jim is abused, and he
becomes the goat of the gdministration. For example, the terrific
wave of public denunciation over the cancdllation of the air-mail
contracts, with the resulting deaths of army flyers, was deflected by
all other officials, specifically the President, so that it came near
to drowning the poor postmaster general.

Every informed person in Washington knew that Mr, rarley did not
cancel the air-mail contracts until the President told him to, but when
Lindbergh addressed a critical telegram to the White House, the presi-

| dential secretary, Mr. Farly, repdpied coldly that Mr. Farley, and not

the President, haldl cancelled the meail contracts.
Big Jim took the gaff, just as he has done many times before,

' for the President and other New Dealers. He took it during all those
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bitter days of the beginning of the administration, when Congressmen

dammed him for not starting. the-gi¥ing out of jobs. He took it when

\*\-&'—ﬁ L i m———
"somebody" had to go to New York to help out Holy Joe McKee in his

race for the mayoralty of New York. He took the blasts of criticism
when McKee was defeated, whereas the fact of the matter was that
Big Jim would never have dreamed of going to McKee's aid unless the

Prestdent wanted and ordered him to.
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R R SE P T ¥ ARY 17, 1
FAIR ENOUGH
(Title Registered Trademark)
By Vgstbrook Pegler

Washington, D.C., January 17. == Your corrcspondent is unhappy to have to
kepport that Mr. Janzs A. Farley, the old prizefight commissioner, has got his tail
caught in a crack again. That is to say, what's laft of Mr. Farley's tail is caught.
Although therc isn’'t ruch left of it, to be sure, considering the wear and tear which
it lnfﬂ:rid during his long term as the chairman of the New York Prizsfight Cormission.
In those days someont was always slamming a door om Mre. Farlay's tail and it is now
'woru dowm to a short, fuzzy stump, just emough to get caught.

Mre Farlay's current embarrassment has to do with a lot of stamps which he
took out of stock at the Post Office Department where he is the head man of the New
Deal administration.

It appsars that when Mr. Farliy became Postmagter General he did not know
that there werc some nine million nuts in the United States alone who make a vice and,
in many cases, an important business of collecting curious stamps and that any little
irregularity in a stamp may create a value entirely unrelated to its nominal price.
Morgover, in his big, enthusiastic way, Mr, Furley deocdded that one way to boom busi-
ness in the Post Office Department was to sell more stamps. So he pushed some buttons
and called in the staff artigts of the Post Office Department and told them to tear
in and draw him a lot of new stamps on the theory that the people were getting tired
of the old ones.

. Up to this time, he has turned out 17 special issues. Thére were ten, of
various denominations, in the national park series. Therc was one for Admirel Byrd,
intended as a complimentary plug for the admiral's latcst trip to the. Sbufh Pole to
get away from it all. And therc was one for the town of N-.i»b\rgh, NeYe, which is
close to Mr. Farley'c notive Haverstraw where he used to play first base on the ball
club. This onc was suprosed to commemorate the ﬁc‘t that George \hah.tn;thn once made

his headquarters at Nusburgh, although anybody who knows Mr. Furley will realize that
e O SPS T r '

—

he was only going out of his way to boost the 1little town of Newburgh. ur. Farley is

always doing favors for old friende and any time an old friend of his opens & new

saloon or pool hall, he may, if he goes about it right, get Mr. Farlcy to kick out a \

- o )
special steamp entitled "Butch's Place, Grand Opening Memorial Issus" with, perhaps
the legend, "Wines, Liquor and Cigars," or "Pool 2 1/2 Cents Per Cue" worked into the

d!'mo
But it turns out that Mr. Farlcy happened to hear that Mr*s Roosavelt was
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one of those nine million Auerican stamp collectors and thought it would be a nice
thing to grab off one of the first sheets of each issuc as it came from the press
unperforated and ungummed, write his name across it, and send it over to the Pr.sident
for his collection, with the compliments of Jaues A. Farley, a pal. Thls kre Furley
did and, while he was at it he dealt in Mr. Louis McHenry Howe, the Przsident's
secretary. And still while he was about it, he decided to cut himaself in, too, for

e complete serics, just as souvenirs for his loved ones. Morgover, because hr. Ickes,
the Sccratary of the Interior, has jurisdiction over the parks, he sent ikr. Ickes
souvenir sheets of the ten designs which compriee the parks issue, He did this with
public ceremonies and movies wired for sound in some cases, so there was no secret
about it,,

Meanwhile, however, Mr. Furley was beginning to learn something about the
enthusiasm of the nine million stamp nuts because every time a memorial issue was
turned out, the nuts would buy up from $30,000 to $40,000 worth of stemps. Some of
them were used and some were just put away in books never to be cancelled. Bui the
$30,000 to $40,0CC was just so much gravy for the Post Office Department because the
facilities for handling the mail have to be maintained anyway. Mr. Farley was much
cheered because seventeen times $30,000 to $40,000 was $510,000 to $680,000 almost
clear profit.

Then, last week, out of Norfolk, Va., there came a little dispatch for the
papers saying that one of those special souvenir sheets of the Mother's Dey issue,
unperforated and ungummed, had turned up in the philatelic market and was quoted at
some outlandish price between $20,000 and §$30,000. It develops that a sheet of stamps
without perforations or glue on the back is a museum piece and worth big, coarse
money. This sh&et was one which Mr. Furley says he sent to a friend of a friend just
as a favor to his friend. Ther: were just four such sheets on the Wother's Day issuEe
withdrawn from the press-run by Mre. Farley. Onc was for the Prcsident, one for ir.
Howe, one for himself and one for this friend of a friend. Of course he ;aid their
face value into the cash box but he had, by his favoritism, handed over to kr.
Roogevelt, Mr., Howe, himself and this friend of a friend each stamps of an actual
value of about $20,000.

So wre Roosevelt, k¥r. Howe and Mr. Farley, ea;h having an impérfor&ti;
ungummed sheet of all seventeen issues and there being few, if any, other such sheets
in existence, each has {340,000 worth of stamps., And Mr. Ickes, with his ten shects
of the parks issue would have $200,000 worth, although, for some reason the parks
issues seem to command less money. Four of these stamps in a group, showing the lack
of perforation, recently sold for $200 in the philatelic market for $50 ezch, in-

dicating that few of the parks issue was in circulation.
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These figurcs are a guess based however on the opinion of one of the fore-
mosf dealers. He was unable to anchor his estimate without knowing exactly how many
sheets of each issue had been allowed to get out.

Mr. Furley vows, of course, that none of hie.stampa nor the Presideat's,
nor louie Howe's, nor ire Ickes' will ever reach the market. But they are their
property nevertheless and even if they don't sell them, their estates may.

As an old collector, Mr., Roosevelt might have known the value of the
stamps which Mr, Ferlcy was sending him with his compliments. How would you go about
bringing that up?

(Conyright, 1935, by UNITED FEATURT SYNDICATT, INC.)
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President has h:!d

-

In

New York, Aprll T—Postmaster-Gen-
eral James A. Farley sailed today with
his family and a friend sboard the
Furness Bermuda liner Monarch of
Bermuda for a brief vacation. He
booked an entire section of the ship at
a listed cost of $1400 for the round trip.
His accommodations have four baths,
tour showers and two private verandas
on the sun deck.

Mr, Farley boarded the liner a few
minutes before the ship sailed at 3 P.
M. He nodded to more than a score of
local pollticians and retreated to his
“St. George's” sulte, leaving the poli-
ticians outside. The latter unanimously
declined to give their names.

The Postmaster-General, who also is
chairman of the New York State and
National D atic C i said
that his children, Betty, Ann and
James A. Farley, Jr.,, were much ex-
cited at the prospect of their first
sea voyage. ‘f

“I'm just going to loaf for four or

=TT e o < T 0 W AT

1

!,

-
' 1 Sc [New York Bureau of The Sun] /

F T akes F amily T'o Bermuda
uxury Suite, Costing $1,400

Postmaster-General Nods To Score Of Politicians
On Board Liner, But Fails To Invite Them
Into Rooms Hired For Voyag

Ay

five days,” he , adding that he
planned to return here next Monday.

Mr. Farley was in his usual amiable
mood, and he ignored political ques-
tions. The only query to which he
made any reply was concerning the
recent demand of Representative Fred
R. Lehlbach, (Rep., N. J.), who intro-
duced a resolution In the House on
April 2 demanding the immediate res-
ignation of Mr. Farley as chairman
of the National Democratic Party on
the ground that it was subversive to
the principles’ of sound government
to permit a Cablnet officer to function
as a leader of a political party.

“You can tell him not to take it too
seriously, because the only people dis-
turbed over the number of pasitions 1
hold are the Republicans. And they'd
prefer that 1 didn't hold any job,” he
said.

The Farleys were accompanied by
Mrs. D. H.. McKetrick, an old friend
of Mrs. Farley.
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The President’s Trlig er Man

Postmaster General Farley, Genial, Loyal, Unkiring, Does the Po-
litical Bumping Off and the Hijacking for Roosevelt; His Retire-

ment Would Not Solve the Problem of the S

. ‘and Robert B. Allen. In Har-

ANY times In the course of his
variegated career has Blg Jim
Farley arched his ample bosom and
proclalmed: “Boys, you got me
wrong.” Many times also have ene-

mles retreated from an
with Jim's rough and tumble poll-
ties, rubblng thelr brulses and ad-
mitting the same thing.

The backers of Al Bmith in the last
presidential campalgn got Jim
wrong. Jim, as New York state
Democratio chalrman, had em-
barked on a dash across the coun-
try, ostensibly to attend a conven-
tion of his beloved Elks in Seattle,
actually to launch the “Roosevelt
for President” boom. In 20 days
Farley covered 19 states. He met,
slapped on the back, exchanged
storles with hundreds of local lead-
ers, and back In New York, wrote
personal letters to each and every
one of them. Over 7,000 letters, each
signed In green Ink, went out to re-
esmphasize the fame of Franklin
Roosevelt. John J. Raskob and
I Bhouse d the tacti
with disdalnful smiles. “Just an Elk
at heart,” they mald. But a year
Inter, when their desperats “Btop
Ro i PR d at
the Chicago convention, the an-
guished Smith-Raskob-Bhouse co-
terle realized too late that they had
got Jim wrong.

Hardly a day passes that Jim s

speech—written by some ghost writ-
er, and as strange to Jim's lips as
liquor, which he never touches—Far-
ley is In no sense & new dealer. That
he Is a devotee of that Tammany
tenet “To the victor belong the
spolls,” Jim would be the last to
deny.

But critics miss the real point re-
garding Jim's £ inths R

president.

followed, Jim managed to get a lit-
™% schooling, but it was sandwiched
In between working In a brickyard,
a shipyard and his mother's corner

grocery.

Only In one respect have the presi-
dent and his trigger man anything
p ive geniality
Jim rivals, perhaps surpasses, the

Probably Jim s the greatest layer
on of hands In American politica
No local political leader Is too in-
significant for him to neglect. A

ils System

ed by his firs. name.

, but when It came to

t ever met him without being

Jim rose to polltical eminence on
A flood of fres passes. Before he
went to Washington he was chalr-
of the New York boxing com-
jon. This office carrled no sal-

paring expenditures for the wole
sake of reallzing Jim's ambition.
L

When Farley first came to Wash-
Ington shortly before Mar. 4, 1833,
to act as trigger man for the new
president, he brought with him a
little card Index of those who had
contributed to the campaign, either
In work or money. This file turned
out to be the appointment bible of
the new administration, and b
one of the most thumbd marked In-
dexes in the country. It did not be-
come thumb marked, however, for
some time—Iin fact, much too long
a time for the job sesking army of
senators and representatives who
sat gnashing their teeth In the cap-

he

fight ter one of

triends, Jim made the lfe of

Itol. Outside thelr doors every day
were long lines of constituents, each

ish. For one blg bout he passed
$30,000 worth of free tickets,
causing the late Tex Rickard to

t| claiming that he was almost solely
responsible for the slection of Roose-
velt, and sach claiming dus reward.
Congressmen were frantle, and they,
In turn, made life equally harassing
for Jim Farley. In hizs blg ante-
room every morning half a hundred
of them waited. When were the jobs
to be passed out?

Big Jim turned on his most Ingra-
tiating smile and sald nothing. It
had been declded in high party coun-
clls that until the essential part of
the Roosevelt legislative program
was forced through congress there
should be no removal of the ons and
only threat a congressman under-
stands—a patronage boycott. 8o Jim
Farley was lold off to crack the
whip. He did it In his blandest and
most personable manner,

In the end, of course, Jim took It
on the chin both going and coming.
Vituperation was heaped upon his
head, first for withholding jobs and
later for the type of men he placed
In those jobs. -

In those sarly aays of the job rush,
almost anyone who was free, white,
21, and could show tangible evidence

of having = Roosevelt be- |
x:. n‘:.::l‘::l:i.:n“l‘rm :::JO;Q ﬁ fore Chicago was likely to find him- |
apach If cata -
man and ruthless clvil service Self catapulted Into an Important of-.
wrecker, an Inordinate neglector of R
his official dutles as postmaster gen- There is
eral. Despits an occasional liberal ere s no mystery about Farley's

voracious patronage foraging. That
Is his job, That Is why he sits on the
right hand, politically of the pres-
Ident. It s Jim's job to see that the
president's political fences are main-
tained In proper repair. Frequently
Jim takes the rap for his chief, as
In the case of the cancelation of the
alr mall contracts. “The contracts

Nad M

velt machine. It 1s his job to do the
political bumping off and the hi-
jacking with which no president can
afford to sully his hands.

. Postmaster C;mﬂlf Farley

year after meeting him Jim will be the ‘Annie Oakleys' and I'll give you i
able to slap him on the back, call [the fight”

were the p

general” amnnounced Presldentlal
Secretary Early, after Lindbergh's
protest had led a tide of resentment
t the administration. Jim Far-
ley took it on the chin and grinned.

L
Jim takes his spectacular rise In
litics as a matter of course. But
hat he Is really proud of ls his
business ability. Drop one word to
Jim about his record of economiz-
ling in the postoftice and he will purr
e a kitten. The oath of office was
warm on his lips when he an-

him by his first name and Inquire|
after the wife and children. During|
the Interval Jim will have written
him half a dozen letters all in green
ink and signed “Sincerely, Jim.”
Essentially Jim Is a small town
boy running with a blg town gang.
Rockland county, New York, and the
Grassy Polnt ball team first gave
him his start In politics. Stretch ounced his intention of taking hia

Farley, I1-year-old first baseman, |’
bouu{o . t;wu hero and cashed in |flepartment out of the red. He pointa

on that popularity by being elected |With pride to the money his special
town clerk. For a Democrat in & Re- |Stamp sales oave made. He has
publican stronghold this was no|[turned out new lssues
small victory. Jim won It by meth- |ing Mothers' Day, the NRA, the na-
ods tried and trusted In many po-|tlonal parks, the Maryland and Wis-
litical arenas. No voter In his dis- | sonsin tercentennials, the Byrd ant-

arctic expedition and even a stamp
|commemorating the Polish hero,
Gen. Koscluszko,

In order to bal his budget,
Farley Introduced a polley of ruth-
less economy. While the president
was urging private Industry to In-
crease wages, Farley was squeesing
savings out of the sslaries of under-
' pald clerks and carriers. Personnel
was cut to the bone and worked to
the limit. Dellveries were reduced.
Public service, consideration for the
welfare of tens of thousands of pos-
tal workers were subordinated to

Jim Farley Is symbolle of a sys-
tem. It is & system which has been
handed down from adminlstration to
administration. Every president has
had his political trigger man; some
have had a whole gang of tham. The
Ohlo gang In the days of Harding
ravaged government departments
with a ruthlessness that came near
to wrecking the entire machine.
Coolidge had his Willlam 8. Butler.
Hoover had Walter Brown, as cool
and calculating a machine boss as
ever operated In the capital. Both is-
sued tive orders which “cov-
ered” Into the clvll service thousands
of their political henchmen,

The baslo weakness of the antl-
Farley crusaders is that they heap
thelr abuse upon the man and not
upon the system. The exit of Blg Jim
would solve nothing. It would mere-

liminate one of the most engag-
ing, efficient foragers in the history
of the American spolls system.

Jim Farley Is richly endowed by
nature for this role. He has an iron
constitution, Imperturbable good na-
ture, & genlus ror making friends
and & highly moblle sense of con-
slstency.

Seldom are two close friends more
directly opposite In background and
outlook than the president and his
trigger man. While youthful Frank-
lin Roosevelt was belng plioted
through Groton and Harvard, young
Jim was thrown on his own. When
he was 11, his father, a saloon keep-
er, was killed by a horse, and Jim
started helplng his b pport
a large family. In the years that

No Argument

1 think

a cow’s Eall with one finger.
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Farley's Alter Ego Deals Out the Plums]
for Deserving Democrats—Nearly
Perfect in 1932 Election Forecast

By CAL TINNEY

. IGNORANT Democrats (and there are a lot of them) who
want work write President Roosevelt for it. The slightly

informed Democrats write James Aloysius Farley. But the

Democrats who know to WHOM to write send their missives

to Emil Hurja.

Later the fortunate ones go to see him.
Washington a few days early to have time in which to learn
how to pronounce his name. Tboae who read this can be in-
formed now—that it's Hur-ya, with the accent on “Hur."

Tall, dark Mr. Hurja will want to know two things.
“Were you a ‘For Roosevelt Before Chicago’ man?” and “Are
you indorsed by your local Democratic organization?”

You answer,

If he then writes you a recom-
mendation on white paper, it means
It he
writes it on buff,
paper that means
“Credentials
more than satis-
factory.” If the
recommendation
is on blue paper
—well, the job
is yours. Unless,
of course, the
fellow you take
it to is color
blind.

Farley's Alter
Ego
I have never
received a white paper recom-
mendation, but if I ever did 1 wogld
try to see what 1 could do with
bluing,
Plump, affable Hurja Is Jim
Farley's Alter Ego In the Dem-
P 1

This is the
eighth of a se-
ries of twenty-
flve personality
sketches of
headliners (n
the political
parade. An-
other will be
published to-
morrow,

A while back Governor Ely
of Massachusetts said, “I don't
think Jim Farley writes his
speeches—there are foo many
big words in them.”

Jim doesn't. Hurjs pounds
them out.

This ghost writer {s a very ma-
terial kind of ghost. He is 8 feet
1% Inches tall and weighs 218
pounds. His father was a Finnish
immigrant and worked in mines for
a living. Emil inherits his build.

Since about everybody else in the
Administration has written a book,
it is discouraging to know that
tHiyrja is writing another one—a
bicgraphy of one of the last. cen-
‘urys politicians.

Mepets anything on the outcome

eletions. Money, hats, shirts—
3llhe same to him. In the 1934
‘ol
s
Hy Forecast System
t Ernest Lindley, a

won three new suits of
ou
“Mycorrespondent, $10 to

1tical Parade

Hurja, the
Magieian

They get to

$5 that Roosevelt carries Loulsiana
in November.

How did he get to where he did?
Well, tle story of his drop Into
politics hinges on a political divin-
ing rod. He met Jim Farley before
Roosevelt was ever nominated and
told Jim he could foretell elections.

Hurja had sat outside Raskob's
office with the same Idea in 1928,
but he waited thirty minutes, and
since he could not foretell how
much longer he would have to wait,
he left.

“There’s nothing magical about
my idea,” sald Mr. Hurja, who
wanted to call It “The Trend
Analysis System” but was
afraid Farley wouldn't under-

HURJA, A MODERN MERLIN

wag born at Crystal Falls, Mich.

At eighteen he ran away to the
wild, yelling town of Butte, Mont.
But the only yelling HE did was to
the horse he worked with on a de-
livery wagon.

Bums Way to Seattle

The horse and Hurja had a fall-
ing out, so he bummed his way to
Seattle in the hayrack of a cattle
car, and then rode the rods to Ya-
kima, Wash.,, where he became a
printer,

After a year of that, he went to
Alaska to make his fortune. His
first job was sweeping out the of-
fice of the Fairbanks Daily Times,
which yielded little gold dust.

He turned reporter, saved enough
in four years {o come back and get
educated at Washington State Uni-
versity. He became editor of the
college paper, and a power in
campus politics.

He was chosen from the school
to go on Henry Ford's peace ship
to Europe. Since then he never has
taken much stock In peace ships.

In 1917 he went to Washington,
D. C, as secretary of the delegate
from Alaska, but after war was de-
clared he joined the Army Air
Corps. You see, he was a pacifist
till the United States got into the

‘war,
Mining Analyst
He never got abroad to get in the
hell over there, but after the war
he went to the Texas oll flelds,
where they had a nice hell still run-
ning.

be a mining analyst, and such he
was when he met James Aloysius
Farley. He acgompanied the Gen«
eralissimo on trips in the field in
the '32 campaign.

Afterwards he wanted to be

stand him if he did. “I call it
my ore sysiem, .

“I got the idea from analyzing
ore samples from Alaskan gold
mines. I took samples from the
whole vein, broke them up,
divided the crushed-up nuggets
and sub-divided twice. One of
the plles left I analyzed, and
from it I found out what the ||

tana, ldaho, Wyoming, Colerado,
Utah, Nevada, Arizona and New

Mexico—would
with a 300,000

go for Roosevelt
plurality. The

actual plarality was 204,489!
The average error was only 564

for each State.
In Kansas

he foresaw =&

plurality of 74,200. It was in fact
74,706, (SBome printer may get
my figures all balled up, so just
so0 you will still know how good
Hurja was, his guesses for the
entire country averaged 97 per
oemt correct.)

Emil, as his mother called him,

The Hurja idea is not another
straw vote system. He begins where ||
straw votes leave off. He takes
straw vote figures, lays them along-
side previous election returns, and
sees what percentage of the people
are switching. He discerns the
trend after that—how many will
have changed by election—and there
you are, . .

Farley Took & Chance

It is funny nobody thought of
doing it before, It ellminates guess-
ing about an election.’ It eliminates
everything but the elecfion, so it
is rr‘\otl yet perfect. -

arley took a change p! rja's,
system for the '32 cxnprlﬂlr?‘l' ﬁe
spent little Democratic dough In
States that Hurja sald were safe.
He drowned with money the States
the system dubbed as doubtful.
The magician predicted the
eight Mountain States—Mon-

whole vein would yleld.” r

ppointed Minister to Finland,
but Farley put him in the RFC
to weed out Republicans and
replace them with deserving
Democrats, .

When BSecretary Ickes was
found to be appointing PWA
men without heed to their pol-
itics, hefty Hurja moved In and
doled out the plums.

Now the Modern Merlin is not

“|hundred

only Jim Farley's asslstant but
his understudy. If some news-
paper, somewhere, some day
sald something nice about Jim,
the shock would kill him and
Hurja would take his place.
The Finp loves to play practical
jokes. One of them is to slip up
beside a gal at a party, with some
kind of gadget in his hand. Squeezed,
it says “HELLO, SWEETHEART!"
slap-dab into the female's ear, "
“You can buy the gadget for 9
cents,” he says, ‘but I bave had a
: »dol ' worth. of fun with
| P .o '
No husbands -have hit him—yet.

Later he came to New York to
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FAIR INOUGH
(Title Registered Trademark)

By estbrook Pegler

New York, N.Y., January 28, =- James A, Farley might have to resort to
inflation of the postage stamps to solve the embarrassing problem of the little gifts
which he has been sending to President Roosevelt, Louis kicHenry Howe, Harold L. Ickes
and himself,

Realizing that the President was an old stamp collector, iir. Farley,
early in his reign as Postmaster General, established a pretty little custom of pro-
ducing e freak sheet of stamps of each memorial issue for lir. Roosevelt's private
collection, While he was at it, he printed freak sheets for Mr. Howe, the President's
secretary, and himself., He cut in Mr. Ickes for a similar sheet of each of the ten
designs in the national parks series.

This is to take no account of any souvenir sheets of the routine com-
mercial issues regarding which your correspondent, being not much of a reporter,
failed to ask any questions.

But there have been skventeen memorial issues in the two years since

coronation day whereas, in the pasif'I% vas customary to release only four such issues
per year. Never before in this countr§ vas it customary to cause accidents to happen
by official order and with malice aforethought, so to speak. If a sheet of stamps
came off the press lacking perforations, without glue or with the ink emeared, the
custom was to destroy it, This sort of irregularity is the distinguishing mark of
the freak stamp. The outlandish values vhich are placed on freaks arise from the fact
that ordinarily they reach the public only by accidemt. 1In fact, almost always the
firast press-run of a new design will produce misprints of one kind or another.

Now a Republican Congressman, Charles D, iillard, doubtless a destructive
aspitic, is planning to call e Congressional investigation because it appears that lir,
Farley's gifts to ir., Roosevelt, himsgelf and others, considered as philmtelic raritics,
have the value of a fortune in each case. It is impossible to estimate the actual
velue without knowing all the factora. But a stamp expert in New York has expressed
the belief, with reservations, that a whole sheet of the freaks of the lother's Day
issue, for example, would be worth from 550 to {200 per stamp. The value would be
affected by the rarity and the stamp collectors' ability and willingness to pay. The
ability to pay has been seriously impaired by the Great American Panic and the ensuing

Great American Recovery, The willingness to pay has abated considerably, too, in
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the multiplication of freaks by Mr. Farley's order.

The stamp nut, of whom there are nine million in this country alone, a
figure based on the circulation of the collectors' magazines and the sucker lists of
the dealers, is a curious plece of work. He belongs to the same general tamily‘as the
birds’ egg and souvenir spoon collector and the man who flies a felt pennant in the
rear window of his automobile signifying that he has just visited the iiammoth Cave.

One sheet of the Mother's Day freak which turned up in Norfolk, Va., for
appraisal has been quoted at from $20,000 to $30,000 but no sale has been reported.
If the minimum figure were adopted and applied to all 17 freaks, hir. Roosevelt, Mr.
Howe and Mr. Farley each would have $340,000 worth of stamps. Mr. Ickes would have
$,200,000 worth. But, of course, if all these rarities were dumped into the market at
once, each would damage the value of all the others.

This thought offers a graceful, though perhaps disappointing soluﬁion to
the problem confronting Mr, Roosevelt and his administration. As a stamp collector,
he seems Quite likely to have known that the freaks which Mr. Farley was sending him
were not ordinary, face value postage stamps. Mr. Farley, being no collector, did
not know at first. But Mr. Farley is by no means pokey in the head and it may be
assumed that he very soon learned what sort of stamp collection he was storing away
for himself, his heirs and assigns.

It might be unseemly of Mr. Roosevelt and the three other collectors in
the 1little circle to return or publicly destroy their sheets as this would convey
just a faint suggestion that they had been caught in the orchard with a blouseful of
apples. But Mr. Farley could easily equalize everything by inflation of the stamps,
printing unlimited numbers of the same freaks and offering them to the public at face
value. In that case, the only extraordinary value remaining in the Roosevelt-Howe-
Farley-Ickes collection would lie in the autographs written large across the smooth,
unperforated rows.

Postmasters-general in other lands have been guilty of very unethical
prectises in recent years as the freak stamp mania spread and the opportunities in-
creased to make a private profit without resort to crude larceny. Italian stamps are
in low repute, due to the mass production of museum pieces. Freaks of several South
American republics are hardly worth their weight in waste paper and a couple of little
roadside countries in Burope turn out a memorial issue, each with its complement of
freaks, every time the postmaster-general's baby needs a pair of sho&s.

Being in the lath and plaster business and a prizefight commissioner when
he went to the Post Office Department, Mr. Farley did not realize what a touchy and
temperamental business he was trifling with when he began to grab off muscum sheets
on the basis of one for you and one for me and one for Uncle Louie.

He knows now, though. ‘
(Copyright, 1935, by UNITED FEATURE SYNDICATE, INC.)



SERVIGE

UTTING ITS DEFICI

Postmaster Gener;liL iinley Outlines the

Steps in the Program of Economies

By JAMES A, FARLXY,

thuo non-postal items, the revenue

8 a matter of prinelple the

ce should pay its own

way. Unlike the other de-

partments of the govern-

ment, the serviots of the Postoffice

Department are for the personal

advantage or profit of the Individ-

utls or concerns which use tho
malls, and it has been recognl

d to more than
mc.ooo.ooo. This unsatisfactory
showing was, of course, due to the
decline in mall volume, which be-
gan in the Fall of 1929 and con-
tinued in all parts of the eountry
throughout the period of the de-
pression, and to the fallure of the
government to make a correspond-
ing red in the postal expendi-

from the earliest times that the
postal expenses should be charged
against the mail users, or, in other
words, that the postoffice should
be self-sustaining and not a charge
upon the public treasury.

An act of Congress which estab-
lished the Postoffice Department in
President Washington's administra.

tures. The revenues in 1932 fell
from the norimal figure of more
than $700,000,000, which was reached
in 1980, to ,000,000, while the
expenditures for all purposes, In-
cluding the non-postal items, were
permitted to remain at the high
level o! $798,000,000.

.
tion required the Postmaster Gen-
eral to defray out of postage rev-
enues all the expenses oconnected
with carrying the mall. ¥or many
years after the founding of the gov-
or t, the self: ining charac-
ter impressed on the Postoffice De-
partment by this legislation was
scrupulously maintained in its ad-
ministration. Beginning with 1700,
when there was a surplus of $5,255,
an excess of receipts wu uniformly
hibited in the

until 1838,

This was the beginning of the
rallroad erg, and, in the years which
followed, rall transportation was
| gradually substituted upon many of
/the old and comparatively cheap
mail routes, and the department's
expenbtes were increased out of all
proportion to its revenues.

pr ¢ This Year.

The operating results for the fis-
chl yeéar 1933 showed a substantial
improvement over 1932, An effort
was finally made to reduce expen-
ditures somewhat in proportion to
the lower mall volume, and, partly

without the injustice which would
be involved in wholesale dlsmissal
of employes who had devoted their
lives to the service,

Acting on this principle, the de-
partment secured the enactment of
legislation whleh will ml.ko possible
y In
tho mroll by th- retirement of

28 the result of prompt budgetary
action taken by the new adminis-
tration in March, the postal ex-

penses were brought down to ahout

ployes on pen-
llan. by staggering the hours of
duty of clerks and city carriers
lnd by reducing the equipment al-

$700,000,000. Mall vo)

to fall off throughout the first part
of the year, and at the low point,
In March, was about 40 per cent less
than in March of 1829, but as the
result of the higher postage nu.
the 1933 re ‘were maintal

at approximately the 1882 figure of
$588,000,000. This left a gross def-
fcit of $112,000,000, and a net def-
icit, after allowing tor non-pocul

Large
sums were also paid out during this
period upon mall contracts held by
stage routes which traversed the
sparsely settled regions of the West,
tar ding postag
derived from those routes.

Years of Deflcits.

The introduction of the telegraph
for commercial use in 1844 cut heav-
fly into the busiiess of the post-
office. From 1838 to 1864, there was
& postal deficit in every year except
four, and in one of these years—
1850—the postal expenditures were
more than double the revenues from
postage. The postoffice balanced
its budget in 1865, but from the
Civil War until Wilson's adminis-
tration there wers but three years
—1883, 1883 and 1611—in vhleh.th
postal éxpenditures did not exceed
reventes.

In Wilton's administration there
was a return to first principles.
During those eight yéars the expen-
ditures exceeded the revenues only
twice, this good showing being due
in part to the three-cent letter post-
age which was in effect during the
two years while the United States
was at wir with the Odatral
Powers.

After Wilson’s administration, no
serious effort was made to balance
the postoffice budgét and the an-
nual deficit constantly increased.
This was true even in the boom
years which preceded the depres-
sion, and in 1920, when malil volumas
reached its pesk, the revenues fell
short of the expenditures by more
than $55,000,000. In 1982, so far had
the government departed from the
principles upon which the postof-
fice was originally established thas
the gross deficlency of the postal
revenues reached the staggering

ditures, of $60,-
000,000,

Now, while this was a creditable
showing, even in 1033 the expendi-
tures were only about 13 per cent
lower than in 1929, although the
volume of the mall was but two-
thirds of that hudlod in 1920. The
new adminl gnised that
this situation ullod for a further
reduction in expenditures, and it
was determined that during the
current fiscal year, as our share in
the program of cutting down the
cost of the government to whlch
the administration was
we in the postal service should un-
dertake to dispose of the postal def-
lclt altogether, or at least to cut it
down to endurable proportions,

Expenditures Reduced.

Our budget for 1034, accordingly,
¢ails for a reduction of the postal
expenditures to ething Uke
$625,000,000 for all . , includ-
ing about $52,000, for the mon-
postal items. This will mean a sav-
ing of approximatély $75,000,000 by
comparison with 1888, and a saving
of almost $168,000,000 by oomparl-
son with 1932, If any appreciable
inerease should occur in the reve-
nues, it will also mean a balanced
post-office budget for the year.

From the low point’ of last
March, the volume of the malls has
been gradually Increasing, as the re-
sult of the general improvement In
business conditions., We expect this
increase to continue. We anticipate
that the revenues for the fiscal year
1934 will somewhat exceed the $588,-
000,000 collected In the fiscal year
1083. In any event, If allowance is
made for the non-postal items, there
is every reason to believe that the
revenues will reach the reduced lov-
¢l of expenditure which we have set

PP

total of $208,000,000,
for ourselves.
Not-Postal Expenses. When the present administration
It must be r ed, however, the

sibllity for the

that In these modern times the Post-
office Department performs some
functions which cannot properly be
charged against the users of the
malils. It handles without charge
the official mail of Congress and
the exectitive departments of the
government. It pays large sums in
subaidies to the shipping and air-
transport Industries, thyough the
medium of mall contracts. It trans-
mits free of postage certain malil
for the blind, and néewspapers and
periodicals malled to subscribers
residing at places in the.ocounty of
publication where there is no de-
livery service. It also transmits at

postal service last March the coun-
try was in & mood for economizing
all along the liné in public expendi-
tufes. Suggestions for economies
came to the Postoffice Department
by the bundreds.

While the department agreed that
a reduction of expenditures was ¢s-
sential, it disagreed with the more
drastic proposals. Since more than
70 per cent of its normal expendi-
tures is for salaries, It realized that
no material saving could be made
without affecting the payroll. But
it was convinced that the mails
would soon come back to normaf
voluma. it knew that the force of

Inal rates of post all sclen-
title, religious, fraternal and edu-
cation publications. Theae various
public-policy or non-postal func-
tions, as they are called, now add
about $50,000,000 to the depart-
ment’s annual budget, over and
above the cost of the facllities nec-
essary for ordinary malil service,

In 1932, even after allowing for

was tly being re-
duced by normal separations from
the service; and it believed that
whatever policy should be adopted
to reduce the postal expenditures
in the present emergency should
take account of thm facts—that
the hould be
noeompllshod wlt.hout interference

with essential postal facllitles and

of rural carriers, thus
lvoldln‘ the necessity of cutting
down the force by wholesale dis-
charges.

It is enly fair to emphasize that
the principal credit for the more
satisfactory condition of the postal
tihances bélongs to the petadnnel
of the postal service—to the post-
masters and supervisory officials
and to the rank and file of clerka
and carriers who oollect and dis-
tribute and deliver the peoplea’ let-
ters, parocels and magasines,

Employes’ Wages Out.

All postal employes have sus-
tained a 15 per cent cut in their
wage rates, and on top of that, for
the three montha from July to
Sept. 30, they were subjected to a
cut of 10 per cent In thelr working
timte.. And while the department
has drastically curtailed its expen-
ditures for transportation, rents,
supplies and equipment, and for all
the other ftems that enter Into the
cost of postoffice operations, the
public should know that the larg-
est share of the savings which are
Mln; accomplished in pootomoo

inistration is being ey
by the postal workers.

The majority of postal employes
havs recognized clearly the urgent
necessity for reducing the public
ox-pondu\wu as one’:of ‘the- iteps
necetsary to the restoration of
prosperity among !hn Mwl?a
people.

The volume of the malls, which
had beyun to decliné in the Fall of’
1920, had fallen at the jow poing
of last March to about 60 per cen!
of normal.’' Even now, notwith-'
standing the improvement of .the
Jast few months, mail volume i
only 68 per cent of what it was
four years ago. !-t in unu tom-
years of al
ing business, the Postoffice De-
partment has kept its entire per-
lonnel on the payrolls, the only re-

1 from lapsl the

vacancies resulting from ordinary

3 such as retir ts, deaths

and resignations. , .
Job Becurity With . y

Between 1020 and 1038 the reduc-
tion in the total number of olerks,
carriers and rallway mall clerks
has been only 3% per cent, although
during the same period the volume
of the malls—which is the best In-
dex there is of the work there is to
do—has déclined 38 per cent.

Postal workers generilly realize
the propriety in the present emer-
gency of reducing the postoffice
payroll somewhat in proportion to
this reduction in mall volume, and
they are naturally in agreement
with the departmefit's policy of
making the required reduction
through retirements under the thir-
ty-year pension law, temporary lay-
offs and temporary wage reduc-
tions and by rotating the work
rather than by outright dismissals.

This policy Is making it possible
for us to keep faith with the coun-
try by reducing the postal expendi-
tures to conform to the present re-
duced postoffice income, and at the
same time it leaves every postoffice
empioye secure in his job and se-
cure in the ¢ertainty that as busi-
ness lmproves his normal earnings
will gradually be restored.
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FARIEY CHEGHUG
COMMTTEE NANES

New “Democratic - List* Bx-
pected to Be Without |

Ofﬁce_holdor's. it
(Copyright, 1034, by the Annlllu Preds.)
Postmaster General ~Pariéy, . now
quietly en d at the P s or-
der in the D tie Na-,

tional Commfttée, today had before him
s committee list showing about a scoré
of members who hold either

O e

FARLEY CHECKING
COMMITTEE NAMES
" FOR NEW LINE-UP

——(Continudt Prom Pirst Page)|

or elective office or have been pneueln(
law here,

Quietly thc Democratic chairman hu
been placing s figurative peneill mark

down the list, sither approving or dis- |

approving gl memberships. . Bight va-
caneies now ezist on the ecommittee,
somé through resignations. Othér resig-
| nations are expected.

Most' of the commitied . members

holtind pubtie bfice,’ of obitred, are |
et Slmodt sellly by Pary |
ley 48 far outside'the limitdtidns set D’

Mr. Roosevelt. Recently, however, the
President spoke Against the g actice. of
committeemen hlvlng law offices here.
It appeared le wdsy that an
entire official line-up would named
by Farley, showing many of thc names
now on the committee, but also many
new ones.
mnlt has lndtmud that
X
tional Caommittee -
vote his entire ﬂm- Io M a8 Post-
master General.

Ball Started lomu.' '
Long before the Roosevelt fon

s

)} nternal revenue for Minne-
sota January 4; Mrs. Agnes M. Hodge,
;grﬂlntcd collector of customs at Mi
polis January 4.

Missouri—W. T. Kemper, temporarily
with the Reconstruction Finance Cor-
poration.

lnm Resigned January 8.
na—J. Bruce Kremer,

ucm lnt in Washington. (Res!
tion announced January 5.)

Nebraska—Arthur F. Mullen, has
practiced law here.
New Hi ‘Robert Jack:

SPECIAL SPAMP ISSUES
YIELD PROFIT TO NATIO!

_With 11,800,000 Realized From Their Salein Present
'/fiscal Year, the Postoffice Plans for New Series

/' By HAL H. SMITR.

é/10/3

e

'l'ho pr of tive

Wasn

hobby of stamp eolloe!.ln:
is paying big dividends to
the United Btates Govern-
ment and Postmaster General
Farley is making the most of it.
Collectors are especially interested

in the special issue of
tive stamps. During the fiscal year
that ends on June 30 the sale of
these issues will have brought
$1,800,000 into the Treasury. As the
most of these stamps will not be

for important
mnu of national interest is no
novelty. It has been an established
policy of the Postoffice Department
for forty-one years.

The first commemorative series
ever issued was the Columbian Ex-
position set of 1898, which depicted
tho dueovory of America by Co

It isted of
denominations, ranging from 1 gent
to $5. Among the subjects shown
were the landing of Columbus, his
flagshi! his fleet, Columbus so-

used ‘for the prepay t of post-
age, this sum is virtually clear
profit.

In postoffices throughout the
mntry. according te Clinton B.
B ger, Third Assistant Post-
master Cmunl in chatrge of Fed-
eral postage stamp activity, thou-
sands of sets of new lssues are
being sold to collectors, bringing in,

1t 1s estimated, $1,000,000 for the|to

year. The rest of the $1,800,000
will ¢ome from special stamps
being sold by the philatelic agency
which the Postoffice Department
intains at Washington to handl
the commemorative issues.
Last year the sales of

lloiting ald from Isabells, Colum-
bus at La Rabida, Isabella pledg-
ing her jewels, Columbus in chains,
and finally the $5 stamp showing
a portrait of Columbus.
History Portrayed. :
The next was the Trans-Missis-
sippl “Omaha’’ series of- 1808. 1Its
nine denominations, from 1 eent
$2, pictured Marquetts on the
Mississippi, Frémont In the Rocky
Mountains, and other Western sub-
jects. A chronological history of
America, portrayed in pictures of
striking or outstanding events, is
envisaged in the pictorial stamps of

rative lssues by the philatelie
ted to only $302,619,

practicing law here. (Resi,

gned
¢ | committeeman and secretary of the

committee January 6.)
woman membership.
New Mexico—Vancancy in woman
membership.

New York—Vacancy caused by death
of John H. MoCooe{.
North Carolina—Vacancy caused by
resignation of O. Max Gardner in Oc-
tober, 1933.

North Dakota—Hector H. Perry, ap-
inted collector of internal revenue

or North Dakota June 10, 1933.
Ohlo—Wlllllm A. Julian, a) ted
'!‘ru"”mm of the United States 13,

Puerto  Rico—Benjamin J. Horton

Vacancy on

of displeasure came, O. Max
committeeman from North Carolina, re-
li ned and started the ball rolling. He
the President he felt he could not
reuln his membership while conducting
Iaw cases against the Government here.

The President wrote him a letter, ex-
preulnl re.m. and adding:

1 the motives which prompt
md t.he reasons you have for tak-
this action. It Is good to have

mend- who are o actusted by high
principles.”

When including. even m and
Representatives, who by past practice
always have served on national party
committees, Democratic. records show &

able . list. of, hold!
either Federal of -State appointive or
elective offices.

The following list shows also eommlt-

teemen who have been practicing la
liere, recent resignations and also othn
vacancies:

Mrs. John C. (Isabella)
Greenway, member of the House of

Repregentative:

8.momu—wmum oum McAdoo,
Unlited States Senator.

Connecticut — Mrs. Mnla Dizon
Wei;:d“m Ji
at anua

District of Columbh—.lohn F. Cos-
tello, Washington law.

Iowa—Robert F. Mlcchell chief jus-
tice of the Iowa Supreme Court.

Kansas — Dudley Doolittle, genersl
agent of the Farm Loan Board at
Wichita and who mllnumcd [ ll'
office in Washington.

Louisiana—Ruey P Long, Unkqd
States Senator.

Michigan—Horatio J. Abbott, ‘ap-
poln':ed InJumul revenue collector for
Mlc igan Japuary 4.

Minnesets—Joseph WOﬂ wlnud

" (Continued on Page 2, Column 3) '

Rwas

13-4

attorney eral for Puerto
Rico January 8, 1934, Mrs. Jean 8,
Whittemore appointed collector of cus-
toms in Puerto Rico (resigned as com-
mitteewoman).

P:mlppln»—Womnn membership va-
can!

South Dakota—W. W. Howes, ap-
pointed Second Assistant Postmaster
General and later First Assistant.

Tennessee—Kenneth D. McKellar,
United States Senator.

Texas—Jed C. Adams, appolinted
;ndemb’er 1%1’ ‘the Board of Tax Appeals

A 3
U’uh—onmn W. Ewing, practicing
" Virsinia—Harry . By,
—Harry 3 Uni
Btates Senator.: e
Vlr:ln Islands—Woman member va-

cancy.

West Virginia—Herbert PFitzpatrick,
general counsel for the Van Sweringen
rallroads having cases before Govern-
ment d rtments.

—dJoseph  C. O'Mahoney,
Unltcd States Senator, previously ap-
pointed First Assistant Postmaster
General. Mrs. Nellle Tayloe Ross, com-
rnmee vlce chairman and member from

iiQTS $:=

nggasy Sme ~-

pointed director of
mi'm. Aprll 2: 193! .

g

5 8 953!%

ToF

I

but the present fiscal year shows
a large increase, $712,625 having
been the figure up to May 1. The
agency's sales of commemorative
fssues have trebled in the last six
years. No premium is charged for
the special stamps.
Three Issues This Year.

8o far this year Postmaster Gen-
eral Farley has brought out three
special issues. The first was the
so-ealled moml Byrd issue of uo.

all the special series issued by the
Postoffice Department from time
to time.

‘The Pan-American series of 1001,
at the time of the Buffalo Exposi-
tion, pictured a rallway train, an
automobile, & steel-arch bridge,
canal locks and an ocean steam-
ship. The Louisiana Purchase se-
ries of 1904 included five denomi-
| nations. One scene plotured Rob-
ert R. Livingston, American Min-
ister to France, eondnouu nogo-
tiations for the Loulsl
The Jamestown series of 1907
showed Cap John Smith, Poca-

mm blue “-
-oldonlylnlhutuﬂlu. The next
opoclu {ssue was the red Maryland
tenary stamp, picturing the
Ark and '.ho Dove, the diminutive
salling vessels that brought the
settlers of Maryland to the Lower

. Potomac. These stamps were sold

{ndividually and not in sheets. On
the heels of the Maryland stamp
came the Mother's Day issue.

hontas and the landing of the ad-
b at Ji

In 1909 came the Aluhn-Yukon-
Pacifié two-gent stamp  with its
portrait of Willam H. Seward.
Thé Hudson-Fulton two-cent stamp
of 1908 had for its central design
& picture showing the Hudson and
the Palisades, with the Half Moon
sailing up the river and the Cler
mont st { in the site di-

The program of the F

t The Panama-Pacifio se-

General for special during
the remainder of 1034 comprises
three issues. The first will be &
national park series, to be fol-
Jowed by the Wisconsin Tercente-
pary stamp in midsummer and by &
Presidential series in sarly Winter.
Tentative plans for the national
park series approved by the Post-
master General contemplate stamps
ging in d ination from 1 to
10 cents for each of ten 6f the
parks. Detalls of color, design and
date of first sales are not yet com-
pleted. The first issué will be &
onecent stamp in. honor of the
Yosemite National Park in Cali-
fornia, deplcting the famous Kl
Capitan.
Each of the other nine -nmpo
will picture an tanding al

ries of 1012-13 showed Balboa, the
Panama Canal; the Golden Gate
and the discovery of San Fran-
clsco Bay.

More Recent Isstes.

The Victory threse-cent stamp, ls-
sued in 1919 to commemorate the
end of the World War, presented
a standing figure of leoﬂ.y Vie-
torioys, with a background of flags
of America, France, England, Italy
and Belgium,

'rho three Pllcrln Toroonuury

and the signing of the compact.
Other issues were the Huguemot-
Walloon Tercentenary -erles of
1924; the Lexington-Concord com-

fve lssue of 1025; the

feature of the park rep ted

Norse-Amaerican stamp of 1925; the

They will be Grand Canyon Na-
tional Park, 2 cents; Mount Rainler
National Park, 8 cents; Mesa Verde
National Park, 4 cents; Yellowstone
National Park, 5 cents; Zion Na-
tional Park, Utah, 8 cents; Acadia
National Park, Maine, 7 cents; Se-
quola Natlonal Park, California, 8
cents; Glacler National Park, Mon-
tana, 9 cents, and Great Bmoky
Mountains National Park, North
Carolina and Tennesses, 10 cents.

The Wisconsin Stamp.

The first stamp of the natlonal
park series will probably go on sale
in June. The plan of the Postmas-
ter General is to put all ten out be-
fore midsummer, having thom
ready early gh

Ericsson five-cent memorial stamp
of 1026, and the Battle of White
Plains two-cent stamp of 1928, The
latter's central vignette showed in
action a gun crew of four men if
Continental uniform.

As a special tribute to Colonel
Charles A. Lindbergh's non-stop
flight from New York to Paris, a
new ten-cent air mall stamp was is-
sued in place of the current dimé
air mail stamp of 1926. |

The Burgoyne campaign two-cent
stamp was issued in 1927 to com-
memorate the battles in 1777 of Fort
Stanwix, Oriskany, Bennington and
Baratoga. It central design mt.ho
surrender of General Burgoyne. In
tho same yureuno tho two-oent

the tourist trek lnto the Wo-t. They
are expected to appeal to the vaca-
tionist.

The Wi 1 t
stamp will be a 8-cent luu‘ in com-
of the explorations in

the Wisconsin country by Jean
Nicolet. The final series of the year
will be a set of stamps each bear-
ing an engraved portrait of a Pres-
jdent. Out about December, this
issue will replace the present Presi-
dential serles. Since the first Amer-
fcan governmental stamps were ls-
sued, the United States always has
done honor, in its regular issues,
to Washington, Franklin and to
sixteen Presidents besides Wash-
Ington,

* stamp,
picturlu a n Mountain boy in
buckskin leaning on his rifle.

Theré have been many other ape-

cial issues in recent years, among
them the Valley Forge, Hawalian,
Molly Pitcher and Thomas Alva
Edieon stamps, There were special
fssues to mark the International
Olympio Winter Games, the 250th
anniversary of the arrival in Amer
ica of Willlam Penn, the arrival of
Oglethorpe in Georgia, the 150th
anniversary of the issuance of the
Proclamation of Peace, and the
Century of Progress Exposition.
Other {ssues included the NRA[
emergency postage stamp, the
Graf Zeppelin stamp and the Byrd
Littla Amerlca atamp.
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variated

Many times in Mm the course of his rough-esd—tumble

hﬂs 1
w oareer,'gj.g Jim Farley e arched his ample bosonm
l|and proclaimed:"Bays you got me wrong." Many times also
have friends or enemies XweEEXERZXZLRNTBIALZICXzZe rotreated e
PRy PISDRRES A j#lut-‘ =~ MH»L«--; Untur
m with Jim's rough-and-Fumbl bl %Z L ises =~

thing.

Al Smith was among the firet to get Jim wrong.

When Al appointed him to a place on the New York
Athletic Commission in 1924,he did so with the eecret oelief that
Jim was just a small-town youngster from up-ata'ta;\-honest, well=-
intentioned but dumb.

Al didnt know his Farley.

Farley was the third member on the commtaaion, the other
two being William Huldooh, the late athletic promoter,and George
F.Brewer, a Brooklyn lawyer, who was chairman. Within a few
brief months, however, Jim not only was doing all the talking for
the Commission but had annexed the chairmanship.

The latter he executed in the nest tradition of Tammany Hall.
One Priday there wis a meeting of the Commission at which were
present only Messmrs h!huldooromgml’ariq}) Shen it adjourned the
Commission had a new dhairmn- Mr.Farley.

"We decided)iwaretwtw—thwrehn7ARERRLER® Jim explained to
the sports writers afterwards,"that it would be wise to rotate the

chairmansghip,”

Ex-chairman Brower
W\ L

"It appears(that they took advantage of my abeenceb-v-

et WSl The rezular meeting day of the Commission is Tuesday.
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Priday seesion are only informal, unless I call a special meeting

no such meeting.” Tt -z d o ace

S

I voply Big Jim assured nuwa asessent
Wb o>

"I have only the highest regard for Mr.Prower and the

and I cn}

manner in which he discharged the duties of his office."

That was the last ti:e the chairmanship rfotatod. There-
after, as the (uestion was raised euch year, Jim explained "to the
presst

"Boys we've got a new rule now. We are not rotating the
chairmanship anymore."

And it was not until four days before he took the oath .
of office as Postmaster General of the United Btatesc;—h%—;n ?ar;q
relaxed his strangle hold on the boxing com-nlaai.on.

That wae seven yocars after Al

Eprwt\ had given Jim his firez important boost up the

political leadsr and ﬂo*-zﬁm should have known

bet ter.
| s O
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"It appears that they took advantage of my absence,"
he complajned. "The regulir meeting day of the Commission {is
Tuesday. Fxiday sessiofis are only informal, unless I call g
special meeting. I Eid—nod oal'l“such a meeti . ’ :

%“’Hﬂ G &%d:‘w i o
INyAve only highest regard for Mr.Browerjand the

8s discharged his duties,”

manner in which

b di by L . > {1 Sl - eami 2 S WEHITIESS 'ould

"Boys 4 we'me got a new rule now. We\are not rotating the cha
shipfany more."/| grt?—on he peoadb until he
?T " t&v;m-d Wandnd

refigned om_the Coms four days béfore he took the oat
; <in v Iy T sewev > bprbronils -, .
gffice as Postmaster GeneYs | N df‘”a”“"‘.' ,
It el § s -
g Seyen y er Al appointed B b 1e--boxing

group of Demo ratio materminds---who by this time shhuld

have Knogn.bhes --;_T T got him wron.g.-- ' .
Jim, '\risen to the eminence of New York State Democrati

Chairman, had embarked on a m dash across the oountrg

/étensibly, the hegipe-was for the purpose of attending a national

convention of his beloved Elks in Seattle) otually, tewemrssTomr—
(’1 to launch the "Roosevelt for President" boom.

In twenty days Farley covered nineteen states. He met,
slapped on the baokaohangod stories witp,‘ﬂm hundreds
of state and local i.::dars, from governors, national committeemen &
Awmé state chairmen pq district captains. At the Elks' round-up_rthe
famous B.P.0.E. greeting, "Hello,Bill%, became "Hello,Jim". He was
1nderatigab;:‘ ot Everywhere and to everyone he

spread the Messianic word, "There is magiw in the name of Roosevelt",
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A Ut d e
of names heimsi-cerefully noted dd-no-!r-hy or a mon Te-
arta:; most of Jim's time was dictabing & personal Ro Lz

Jefsss® to each and everyone of them. Over seven thousand letW

each signed in qn‘inkﬁ#went out-[a A#"' W% r’« gl

To John J.Raskob, 458 naive "ansel"f.
ol d ett Shouse, the=somembedt pompous directing ganiua,a:..ﬂo\
s, Jim's travelling salesman

ful smi].oa.
".Tust a lking delegate, an Elk at heart," was the
M‘ W P
lrord tha .

A year 1ater(;. the Chicego conventton, when their b

desperate "Stop Roosevelt" movement eollapa@o‘a_m a burst ;

Aer=ceat balloon, the anguished Smith-Raskob-Shouse coterie realized

too late that it is the early "bird", with a heart of an Elk and a
J— Czr Oree ng’ﬁﬁ

glad-hand mounted on ball-bearings, who garners the delegates. v Wra,

In the two years ‘nm:-m%s held-dewn the triple role1 "'_ &
of Postmaster General, Democragi onal Chairman, and New York

11

State Democratic ch_Eirzn of the deftest and most resourceful

Opea
politicians who has-ee-fup=mEt in the White House, many others have

enounced as a dexiaus

w hard-boiled machine politioian)ms a bungler
and incompetent, fleped=ms a rapacious spoilsman and ruthless Civil

s ; M
Service wrecker-mmd=for cold-hearted)y just rewards
- 0 inriows
deserving Dman a deep-dyed Tory

on A put
his official dutiess#e " /

M;Tl:ere 13&-'3;-.*-“—. of

truth in some of these charges. Despite an occasional liberal tmw



g o

tinesumed speech---written M&oy-ﬂomm-oir some

oblrer ghost write:gLfa as strange to Mlips as 1liquopq which he
LA |

never toucheg=== 8 no more a New Dealer than that

adulator of big business, Seeretery-of-Semmewsse Daniel Calhoun Roper.

That he is a devotee of that guiding.Tammany tenet, "to the victor
belong the spoils"”, and that he has made "bulls", Jim would be the

last to deny. _
But granting the truth of all these charges, Wmey CAlees
still miss the real point regarding Jim and his pleeee=emd- function
in the Roosevelt machine,
Jim Farley is the President's trigger man. £
”' It) 18 his job to do the politicel strong-amngﬁ'w
ﬂ.’. M-Jackingvgﬁt five I’resident of the United States oalcn afford

Saseene®rY to sully his hands_ Wit @
Does Ed Flynn, gasdsy shrewd Sessx Tammany oﬁ

» convince

e
the_RBrastdent- of the panstésen desirability of preyenjing the meyes
d:la‘ n

) E
me ction of w riorello m it falls to .

he candidacy of a "Holy .Toe" HcKee,h ake
uncomplainingly on his bald pate the barrage of derision and cat-
calls when the sordid scheme flallf\through.

Does Franklin Roosevelt, angered at 3 Bronson cuttings"
m blunt-worded criticism of his veteran olicy,
&1oodedly brush aside 0ld personal ties and

givo the sign for the HEpfuqh- w Mexica eoapitation‘
!hen it is up to Jim to the guillotine.

This does not mean that Jim found theseLand sundry

oizlm::-J strong-arm jobs distasteful.

Far from it.



He was of one mind with his close pal, Ed Flynn, in

trying to torpedo LaGuardia. And 12116 frankly admitting the }

great services ren ered his chief by Qutting in the 1932 oap;paign,!a"ﬂ--

waged war on the Fusion

[ .
mayoralty candidate &

\ nomineo;a-"“‘“wc"'ww'% M

he Progressive Republican senatorial

the real crux of the

~ James Aloysius r?ie: neaz-never” professed to be other
than what he 'u---a machine y‘litioian. What he has done, and

8 a member of the Rossevelt

regime, he has & D tid with the full cognizance

and approval of t P%ﬂid@ _ - I

e President and Jim are in Washington, m

days go by that t l\tter, drivw to his office in the morning LN;\,\

in his pr’édocas r's rqoua ngop habr limousine, “does not stop at™ T*
fa_ﬂgite Houge for a brief private conference with "the chief"”,

J veryone who\!ms watched the New Deal at close range

%\
knows thatjy and also that Jily never makes an important political

move on yls own initiative. = -f Nrk
L 1

Behind his suavel ooné 4 G-ra_et-z bulk=--="with

d of the President.

. \




] » no e rea
That he dis so,howaver, is totally irmmaterial,
James Aloysius Farley never has pr fessed to be other

than what he is= a machine politician. What he has done and will

continue to do as long as he is a member of ths Roosevelt regime
done
has been{wi the full cognizance and approval of the President.

Jim is too wise a politiciak ever to mukmzzacimesskambrpmraibiarhx
sz stray very far from the home bases

And every morning tict he imz¥ux¥amhimgtonzfimdmckimz> drives to

work in the famous "top hat" limousine of his ;redacssaoz,finda

Gh\~bwh H1-44

him stopping ast conference with tha chief,
b T A Y g BT

as become axiomatic with close obeervers of the New

Deal w that behind the l!!ﬂ!l!!!-hulking Bix-feet-two of James
Aloysius stands thefver-present flgure of Franklin Roosevelt.

The voice is the voice of Farlsy. The blame is heaped
on the head of Farley. But the hand is the hand of the

President.

ok Rk
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e

Jim Farley is richly endowed by nature for the exalted if

sornstimes bloody role which he now occuplb

(ﬂ‘o has an iron constitfition, imperturbable good nature, a
genius for making friende and a highly mobile sense of

conslstency.

Seldon are two individuals more directly opposite %k in
past background und present outlook than the President and his Trigger
Cdnly son of & doting and aristocratic famil
xﬁs be

Man. While Pranklin RooaoﬁfIE ing pilote rough

Groton, taken to Burope by a tutor in the summer and subjected to

5
the rigors of Harvard, young Jim waes thrown «fé on his own.
W) =
At the a-e ‘of eleven, his fathsr, a saloon-keeper, wWeeed Jim
Iacladlpdwiti-thajob-o® helping hie mother support a large

l’ hﬂﬂd—aﬂ-m&m; In the yeare that followed, Jim

managed to get a little higheschooling and several night tﬁr_} at
a business college, but it was all dene—wivkbe—in-midcierr—mun
Bhwve  Atordvarahad T M- ’“""""‘:‘\ -

A

NVHO3IT13L SS3dHd

fiuwdo)) apqv) - qdvabapay (0360



Many times in his varigated politic areer Blg Jim

Parley has had occasion to sayi"Boys, you gol/md wrong."

Many others/ alsog~though some of them woyld be
88y BOw= .
afmkkxkk, have had occasion to realise

e last to

d got Jim wrong.



insert pé6a

No g‘,looal political leader is too insignificant for him
Jim

to neglect. A year after meeting him e will be able | pommm—
slap him on the back, call him by his first name, and inquire after

the wife and kidss During the 1nterva¥aJ£m will have written him
half a dozen letters==he wrote 700,000 during the Roosevelt campaign--

all signed in green ink and all eigned "Sincerely,Jim,"



5o \/

Probably no two individuals could be more directly

- past _ : :
opposits in k1:3.r:-'lcg'rz!:’u.ml andpre?sr Bole-tHan the President
and his Trizgerlan, ova ¢ MWM

only son of Gud B a.milﬂd,
avelt (M RR AR ENER B LR LELXON i"‘“)

. 3 . = s i t m h- w‘ A -
. r . v Zu.n-q‘}“

Wefn%ly BWAS g i bﬂ&

a8 t the aze of eleven, ldr2 4=

Mﬂ . (d ' anagad to ge —
byp—bhe—denbh—o rre—fathes, Jin a little gh-school{and
them

several night terms atwga But he squesked in
/-_

during imés when he was not helping to support his mother

ant /e -\?ﬂga"b?’ﬁbmogw._ —

Even if Jim'g ed®cational osportunities had been

greater,however, he never would hs
wade the President's Brain ;ruat. ‘He is not bui't that way. Erudition
.
is not his line, Book learning, the intrkeacies of economics, finance,
statecraft he lsaves to others. When he has a speech to make, there is
E}m? a Host writer to do the authoringﬁw
GCLE Bom .2 ~ e

Jim's reading is confined to nawapapera, although last year when he
went aoproad Hﬂb?acation he did take with him several books,
including an exce lent econo:ic history of the United Statee. Whether
he found time to read them,hovever, IHEERIEIEEECEERRRRT an
neither Jim nor his conver ation since then hive disclosed.

Only 1in one respect have the President and his Trigger Man

anything in common. In persuasive geniality and ingratiating
perhaps surpasses,

7

in /American politics.

“ k m
No one in drmiristration, including

has as many personal frierds among #we Washington p

is the greatest layer-on-of-hands

His press confgrences, always largely attanded, aro the most lnforma})

frank and xmcuasedt good-patured in the Capital, Jim twisessishe



Te

affecte no pose and talks tha nwawl\éngua
thing written about him and does not hesitat

« He reads atmewt overy
to alke issue

e does M:rith nm —

with anyone

b3mt good humor,

"That,"sald Jim one day to a correspondent who had ngpted the
e Porlweri 'MMI :

is hitting below

' offect\osm of the ghost-writer's aoeen
the belt."

"Jim,"replied the correspondent,"your belt is so wide we cant

te.l where it begine or ends."

T gnm—
' the old Englise
The name Farley is derived fronf"Ferly] msaning a "strange
S m b

sight,"a description which Jim doee not entirely deserve except when
he k% site mkalwbw=x in his ornate new office of carved walnut » ) ‘
panels, chewing gum with a rythn ussucgeeeed by the fountain esteieee:
in the courtyard outsides On the desk in front of him is a picture

of the Postmaster General taken when he was only 22 ysars old qﬁ;"‘ﬂ% '&4
- ‘ .

en "Prosented to Jim,himself, in memory of his hair,Frankiin

' D.Roosevelt."

o ) .f:"l ; ﬁ’

Jim has the physique and stamina af a stevedore and
adorns it with no jewelry of any king= not even an Elk's tooth,
In the past four years he has subjected to it to the strain of
S EEenenetan T IRSTSESWNEEEe constant barnstorming, by train,

aptomobile, and airplane~which he does not like--~ with no effects

upon either his health or good nature. Athensh-s—gurty-—swbrencher=rr Nt

bt et ,- Jin neither drinks nor smokes, e A
handes out packages of chewing gum as &4he ordinary politician hands

wanted to know
out eHEmmes cigars. In reply to a schoolboy who smwes-weebscnsking

"what part chewing gum played in your success,” Ji: mupisked



8
wrotes
"Dear Johnt I dont know whether gum played any part in my success
but I know it was not a retarding factor," '
'l'r{thi.s, .Inmwro.ta back?
"My assistant principal said chewlng gum was a bad habit,
that no gum chewer could sueceede I read your lottor in-closse."yuisr
Jim and his wife took one fling at Washington socliety #

after inauguration day, but couldnt make a go oif it. Since then

Mrs.Farley has moved back to New YErklﬂmmm‘l'P
<es—epecimt™weenslms. She couldy{ even M‘na twelve-roon

apartment which the lMayflower Hotel once rented to Vice President

Curtis for §100 a monthy Sa Jim now occuples a modest three-room

suite and !'re.Farley comesk down from New York only on state
occasions. =
The slef, ] ko rm Ve, Moo, D oo 2T,

As a joiner ecretary of Labor, James J.Davis.

qlﬂ.hinl-l# Knlght of Golumbua) @ aleo wwebe a fed-an, and
P.

an Bagle, amiixix His real love,ho ever, is the B.B,0.E.

—elniattnty o Dlg town Z8
it

newspapers from Rockland County and takes them j6n Sunday. And he does.

It wae Rockland County and the Grassy Point seseball team which first

give Jim his start in politics."Stretch" Farley, 21-ysar old
first basemnﬁbecamo one oY the baseball heroes of th: twon and
cashed in on that popularity by being elected town clerk.

For a Democrat and an untried youngster in a rock-ribbed

Republican stronghold thies was no small xxemzpzishzmnkz vict ry®




No chrigken DLy tig ; Y B vt T T wag v out
epl was ; . '

Jing ANQ voter ip histmie ; E adid pot lcpd and ‘call bvinis firat

¢¢m z:;l: wen ; : ;'5 g ‘M wmw
: . lhh‘ ko “ %u-—l e

Aring A Al |

W. . '
b+ i esaiilm

us without Jim's towering hulk, No on-e) jwrblre=tTPPni, rogardless

of Party called upon Jim for a favor in vain.

MWWW

s Postmaster General of he United Stat (: M—

Sl
Statecraft e remain® consistently in the hackground. Jim ‘servu{
f

ﬂ:\e torm in the New-Yen-—ahming 1egislatura4ﬂ' the courage to vote

I Tewer No chifstening, waddlng)funaral or public function —

for a state wet law, which cost him his seat at the next election. -1""' &
B S o

- o : \ .
m has ocarefully eschewed Ltpﬂa’ /’\‘ﬁc‘J

Jim litera’ly rose to political eminence on a flood of

free passes.

g A L T2

His chairmanship of the boxing commission carried no

salary, amdxas-mesimns but when 1t came to rewarding hle friends, Jinm
ﬂmﬂda the life of the fight-promoter one of c¢onetant anguish.
For one big bout he passed out $30,000 worth of fr e tickets, causing
the late Tex Rckard to complaing

"Jim,you give me back the 'Annie Oakleys' and I'll give
you the fight."
hae becomp a major, passion with Jim.

Wl

: 'or Roogave & Gyl M
666 wmwc votea;&-.

/ .
d eowibemmisbals Jim was desconsolate. A friendmw Knoiemen

corridor
pacing peshhessls up and down a dmme* in the rear of the convention

T Free passes for the boys

Chicago convention

4 rpaddad

hall tried to console him,

iSwiugambeal "Thinge look kind of tough?"he asked.
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10.
"I'm in a bad spot,"confessed Jim."The boys from out in the
states have flocked to town to see ths show, Tl'a'nnt tickets, and
there just arent any.sbeiwekex But I cant tell them that.I cant

disa point the boys. I dont mow what to do."

wkk Ll

Roliticalily,
Prkikizai¥yz There ie no question that Jim Farley

has his eyes on bigger ang better thingse. Anyone who sees him sitting

steering

on the floor of the (\nx!lzk State Legislature at Albany, Rmakxing
xkmn dictating legiglat

as 1f he were the Huey Long of New York
instead of Postmgster Jenoral

the award
dictates every minor pilece’of

or anyone who watches the way he /
State and City
mingrxz patronage in New York, can see
that Jim hde his eyes on the governorshlp in 1936. Some say also

sion
that 1}2’5 egyes go further than this -- to the White House in 1940,

/ Jim has xm demonstrated in his bri but meteroic career
Ce

Jim takes his spectacular rise in molitics as a matter of

MU\ML‘-@ 4
courses is hie business career. JJ)’
Drop one word to Jim about his record Wcm

Department owmbsfegbwwsed or about his organization of the

matericals industry iwelissstiSRk and he will purr like a kitten.
1"('!1'A n his heurt os-le=rts Jinm consid:are himself

ibuuinaes executive of rare »emm gifté and m .
Gypsum, an essential ingredient in mixing plaster,was

~tksxzwuivbrberames. to Jim's businees career what free passes were to
Through
hie politics. e rmakz rmiex rose to be king of New York's

bui lders' ampn%.,lwamn for the United States

Gypsum Company, . begame fnager of the Universal
Gypsun Company and finally James A.Farley and Company, M""

’ﬂng in all forme of bullding citemwisi-eey ’”"‘m'

The hand that was so facile in winning votes, 3


mailto:m;:@:.t��io

1.
—tbidonomesds woe oqually adept at selling gypsum. Also the building
business seemed to have an irresistable and profitable attraction

for pollt‘iciann\’ ny important bullders foypd themselves bpying Farley

o
cememnt, and Parley plastor, and Parley sand, ut the ) TLQ-
) \
ttmem-*h captureﬁhe chairmanship of the New York W t
State Democratic National Committes, Jﬁalao found his company M'"'

5\
absorbing all seven other bullding supply companies in N:w York City. L%’
T 'ﬁ/!'he new concern bore the im soeing name of General

Bui ders Suppl Corporation, James A.Farley, preei.dant and chief owner,

'l.'o what extent
e unvarying good fortune of General

Builders Supply Corporation was dependent upon the increasing

political prestige of its President is mot a ~att-r which is

entered on its books. But it is not without i that the

-
coupany continued to do a coRfortable business throughout the

depression desnl.te the f'act ghat the construction industry

was one of the Mﬁrﬁ- in the country.

cﬁiﬁ a EE i%ﬁ the reigns
of Mwe Jeneral Builders' Supply ?"' Eia brother-in-law, Harry Finncgan, Condinm

’ continues to prosper.

B ot e

As administrator of the nation's postal system, Jim

<RxenbRoRiLEpeNER tekes pride in the velief that he 1is setting khexsmme
fficient servic

AKX a8 ‘ligh-water-mark for nnd actusd »roflit. The oath
of office was still warm on his lins when he announced his intentlon

of taking his Department out of the rad.

in @abin
'ﬂ/ince then (he has-Jlsmamees frequontwmi-ﬂ?m :

poi.nty with pride to the profiSeewmmt

2 L]

*¥hy could not the In ari.or Department,"he srepcsed

mmr huntingz licenses on the national domaint®




fhot b At Tk o e .
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12,

Parlep’s special stamp sales have wmade woney, #ASUEF=tiey.

caresd
have—caused more Politicul woe than he wou.d IiKe to-admit.
A\rl he has turned out ; Y ;"'ﬂ "i%
. NRA

#2eu fhe National ParkH the Maryland and Wisconsin Terzntennials,a—.{
k= the Byrd Antarctic Expsdition, be—tiee—iiRd-mn ot eclesd

Sbrod, It is true that the stemp commemorating the Polish hero, General 2

Kosciusko, aroused sone resentment from good German-American voters, who

spaecial A |
had to be appeased by promise o a,eraf Zeppelin n-hd, but onekite-

e s werfargss?

MJ"W

Anothar m Jim once M his l | /\Mn-wo-'— ;

stal efflclency. He pointed out that

by and large Jim's salesmanship was so good Ei;

cabinet colleagues was o
larze ere etters were belng received by the Post Office
«Bopspuent from other govarnment departmenta)-ﬂn—-—nmw
eddroonsde-He asked for greater care in addregsing.envelopes.

The Presideont suggested that Jim prepare some figures R on

this , and a week later with his repori, mrisibdss—on—tive

n °
- (‘ 3 J

Jim read obviously for the first time. As he neared the

bottom he hesitated,blushed, finally blurted out the fact that his
own “epartment had mie-addressed more mafl than any other.

In order to balance his budget, Fatritey kme Lintroduced a
policy of ruthless and frenzied economy. Personnel was cut to the

bone and vorked to the limit, Deliveries wera reduced, Public service,

for
constdemtionf\the welfare of tens of thousands of postal workers
for the sole sake of realizing

was subordinated to paring exoendi

Jim's ambition.

That his Department ie a highly complex institution
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incldding parasitical services such as franked official mail, less-than-

cost sarvices to newspe ers and publications, and air mail

subsidies, seemed entirely lost upon Jim. His eyes were glued to
R "oy and a ha |

the balance shests and the fact tha ; me. a poetal
profit had been showna “rarely.q

Finally, and with considerable bombasj‘Ji.m announced
the glad tidinge that hie booke cl0 oWing a "surplus”
of $12,161,415.03. o lied \

But Jim's joy was Afan.oxugied . Not only did the i

e v bt

news fail to reverbmate thmewsr the h pages, but a partisan

backfire h Poring over his figuraa,CELe_uLM1can aniWD

disovered a grave discrepancy. Instead of a surplus of $12.000.000)

hkey pointed gleafulw an actual deficit of $52,000,000.
balance sheet

Jim had excluded from his .~7 the millione

that are spent for franked mail and few ocean and air mail subsidiese

It was a plece of : # legerdermain previously pract iBed

N o
under Hoover, but it wis embarassing kazmwes for Jim to explal.ngt;g/
the same.

Much more embarassing, though less publicised, has been
Fardey's troatment of postal labor. While the President was urging

private industry to increase wages, and while the National Labor
)
Board 1led a militant campaign far%otectior},m Parley W""t"?"{

SRR RO IRRC PO BES OH

anyth a
as ew Dealer. For the black N

figures on his ledgor t®=t=twe paraded so proudlyjwsTe squeeze

out of the mw salaries of am vast army of underpaid clerks,carriers
nd substitutes. And when Congrese passed an act giving them a
fixed minimum of $12 weekly, Farbey indused the President to veto the

bill.

What J realizey was that ervice

as in buildi upplies, the p
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What Jim did not realize was that even in smis—fermiiwns Tl Armet™

and almost aubératic machinery of the postal service, the human
element ie& imvortant, And aes & result of his teaatment of p stal labor,

the quality of ite service retrograded as at no tine in recent yeares.

ook sk kg

first
Farley,came to Washington E shortly before Marbh 451955 _apmmemd {0

act as Trigger Man for bad Bameed ?rasidensw
he brought with him a little card index of those who had contributed
to the campaign either in work or money. This INebbde file am
appo ntment ™
turnsd out to be theA © Wweainksl of the new Admin stration and
beca . one of the most worn and thumb-marked indexes in the country.

It did not mkx become thumb-narked however, for

Job-ssekin
so~e W time-~ in fact,much too long a ftime for the roy na
Representatimewly wla 2T ST -

L Newesaaguon —MMW& thelr doors
ATttty

every day were long lin of cgnstituents, each claiming that he
almost
waa‘aobely responsible for 118 Roosevel t ‘sestwmttammand each /

claiming' reward. Congressmen were frantice.zLife was scarcel4-worth
A 2 o,

the rear doors 41:!1311‘ offf@
n h’a big antl-’room

living, {They L.-Ol.ﬂd not even eneak ol

Ani they,

every mornin: walted. When wara the jobs to be ‘ g
& W’ W‘% v )
passed out? *hy all delay? ’ﬂ W,
turne’ on {
Cﬂﬂg Jim ambimi» rave his most ingratiatin_ smile and sald
nothing. __
’z-'ﬂ'l‘-‘tl'.'q 4
(- The fact was he was"taking the rap%we
et g
Long befor‘e)lt h«m deci’ed in high party councils

that until the essential part of the Roosevelt legislative program

\weo
Dodaeen forced through Congress, there should be no removal of the

one and only threat a Congressmanr und s!;anda--a 2]
in F‘arley..h-&%rach the whip.
LI 2 g : y
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But just to guide him in the future distribution of jobe he started

showl and when
anoth’er little card index ow each Congressman voted. If(:Gosevaﬂ

~— made it absolutely clear,
Exbita ot 1t s s s
Congres *ﬁb_:? - y
In the end, of course, Jim %ﬁf coming.
Vituperation was heaped upon his head ;for withholding jo%ituperttion
was heaped upon 1:115 head for the‘mm.

The only difference was that twe vituperation came from different

philosophicall
Jim took it. N eitner case ¢ partly because

his thick-skin has become almost impervious to jnpult, partly because
Jim e

i L] - .t' J 4 " ﬂ 9
warding off @@ brick-bats aimed at the President h—m

b o2 Jimbe—iol LA AN
the boo dts o aarred

bkick- bats were not semm more nuwierous se—gii

That paedem
flé pomo— | ‘VML-{L-, g in '
For, those xm early days of the Democratic

A

job-rush, almost anyone who was free, white,twenty-one and could show

directions.

tangible evidence of supporting Roosevelt before€ Chicago was as likely

to find himpelf catapaulted into an assistant dttorney generalship as

ted States Marshall, In fact, George C.Sweeney,
down

riend of wiwewdwz Jimmy Roosevelt, came Mll\from
Gardner,Massachusettes, expecting that he might be made a

special attnne;;of which the Department of i:'ati.ce has hundreds.

Instead he found himself ® in the kep post ofhaasistant attorney :anaral_,
one of the Wighest posts in thadus_tt;u_s}_?a’-?ﬁrtmant He atved For

nearly a month before he realized that he was suppoeed to take the

oath of office,

During the first days of the job-rush, Jim established

a yardstick for job-hunteres and has used it meticuously ever since.

"Loyalty,"he said,"is an important aspect of .erit. One


https://btick-be.ts
https://brick-be.ta
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of my chief duties is to paes on the loyalty of applicants. Politics, t
the editorial writers hint, enters into my coneidsration. Of course it
n

doeﬂ-

With Jim

el aAaa T Ty I~

claime that he is "following two fundanental

ruless (1) Ie the applicant qualified? (2) Is he loyal to the party and

sympathetic toward the program of Franklin D.Rooseweltl" Buwe—eebuwersdy
M : il T ST—
M has & messdasse blind spot wivere—tire

Bill"Lyons a job in the Post Office Department because he served ae
doorkeeper at Democratic Hoadquarl';'grs in New York., It is true e e‘”
serred'\faithfully, 80 fa‘_l;hfullyw e once declined to let Femehake
William H.Woodin, the late Sec-etary of the Troasury, enter the office
of Frank Walker, Treasurer of the Democratic Bational Committee.

';But I have a check for §$10,000 for the campaipn,expostulated
Mr.Woodin.

"It dont make no difference,"replied Mr.Lyons."Mr.Walker
said no one was to come in andt that msans no one.,"

So Mr.Woodin went back to his office and ﬁailed the check
to Mr,Rxrwpex Valker.

Wild Bill now bears the imoeing title of Administrative
'Aesletant to the Postmaster Yeneral, His chief job ie Fl—m '
clipping press notices of XXEXETEYTETEEww Elk' 8 pi.cnlca,homecomings, attended

by Jim at Hysclkgfamd other tributes to Jimsr acti.vlty n#&iﬂg—ﬁl‘ I

in€p a scrap-book. is called the "Pastemaster General."
a part
Loyalty played ske dominating meie in Jim's appointment of
Tulsa,
Pat Malloy,‘\f)klahoma, oil king. Jim first sent him over to Harold Ickes

to befAssistant Sacretary of the Interior. Ickes co :plained that

his department had smelled too much of oil under Republicans and "%

g

ng to do with oh;.'sariey taan offered Pat
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the post of A=sistant Secretary of War.Blt the Oklahoman had drewned his

sorrow so. deeply in . AT réjected .i.!;}' or two later he
realized what he had done and came back. Jim wae compassionate.

Pat Malloy was loyal. Me had organized the state of Oklahoma for

go fafflicted with an
all Washington

Roosevelt, So Jim went to Hower Curming
' ch to the amazehent of ¥

acute serse of loyalty, and

important post of Assistant Attorney General .ikmeesheexereiabass

REX
Perhaps Homer was omisc%nt. Poor Pat Malloy died

a victim of
a short time later)m of acute and continued alcoholism.

The New Deal's madebicai graveyard ls skzazmzmitien

the
littered with ,political tombstones/ ma of Fwskeyhshewn Jim Farley's

boys who never/\ahould have been allowed to see the light of public

office. There was Robert H.Gore,ex-Governor of Puerto Rico, who while
by the Mayor o

beingz entertained WW&M minzgx the Roosevelt landslide,

-&h as followss -

"I have just come from Warm Springs where I had a long
conversation with the President-elect of the United Statos. And I can%
tell you gentlemen that unless you put your house in order, the
United States Government will send an army over to the job for you."

That speech killed Gore's mhememssés scheduled appointment

to be Commissioner of Internal Rgyent arley insisted. Bob Gore,

he said, had gone down the line. So_ Gore was sent as Governor

S -
to Puerto Rico--just a stone's throw from the country he had insulted.

Then thsre 1is L.C.Robert,Jr., a delight.fuléoutEern '3
. - o~
gentleman whom Jim made Assistant Secretary of the raaeury,hwhose
former engineering firm in Atlanta was found to be'receiving a
an over-riding commission of one percent .on a Public Works project

for the University of Georzia--an incident which caused Robert's

retirement fro- the Public Works Board.
Then there ¥mx are Mmm Nellie 'né,oe Ross, former Governor

of ‘yoming,assi:ned to a Treasury berth as Director of the
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Mint; and Mrs.Marion Blair Bangister, half-sister of the Treasury's
most virile critio,Saﬁator.Oé'r'ter'Glaee, whom Jim w& to silence by

making her Assistant Treaauzu of the United bt.at;oa. Both were loyal,

both wems deadwai ht:,JF -
rece rewvard.

Then there is J,F.T.0'Connor,whom Jim mad€ Comptroller of

the Currency and whom Secretary Morgenthau tried to ease out of “m
*’H by offeri.ngﬁa. $2%5,000 Federal Reserve arency in San Francisco;

and J.Crawford Biggs,aalubrloua-mannsrled Solicitor General, whom the

Supreme Court has viewed with a mixture of amusement and displeasurej

and Harry Woodring, hﬂm& isslstant

Sec etary of War who figured prominently in the grand jury investigation

of army purchases.

All nS=bemms wore ioyal;all are deadweight, all received

reward.

sk L1 3

Farley's
There is no mystery about,vorcious patronage foraging.

That &s hiés job, That is why he Bi?ﬂ on the right hand,polltically, of.
the President. It is Jim's job tc; see that the Presidsnt's political
fences are maintained in th_o proper state of repair, It is up to him
to produce the payroll pork necessary to satisfy t'hé hordes of
deserving Democrats.  GUNEAmbmmmimseanis eI irririn

Jim's hands are gory with plunder ard his judgement at
times is as atrocious as his sreed. T¥==mx On some occasions, of l:ute,
the President has stepped in and stopped

soze espclally blatant plece of swag.

glh But frequently the situation is reversed, and Jim
t)ﬂi—o& his chief. Yhimehwretesywum— ‘S’

(s Tl
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strategy

It is wﬁ-n—uhthgnhn\whlch operates in every

Administration and the wore smoothly it operates, thalatronger is the
e was
hand of the man in the White Housga. Hooxer}ax.not..puticularly adept
ViA™E a1 .43 | A AR o B

at it. Roosevelt is.

Repppdera
It was developsd rith greatest finess when Professor

btrefomynl
RowltwP®>®>» Tugwell stood out on the firing line and let)the

gamr pound h
advertlsers of the country - ack and blue for his

authorship of the Pure Food and Drug Act. Mzzazsxinbtssepessbhexzazmwim

of course,
- kubuakdy Tugwe d drafted the Act under orders. dAianewbrericminnc.
“RxXdxCRaRoNFXERSXENMMN: His ;eneraliesimo, gu aging the severity of the

unecathed,
attack from behind the lines, finally ordered a retreat. He st
y with
It came into operation mmme again Wen-—ileesmbmw cancellation

of the air mail contractsa:

A o=

:ﬁ "The contracts were cancelled by the Postmaster General,"”

announced RMEipxinuRecessnebempraRol. P osldential Sec etary Early,after

Llﬁdbargl\'s protest had led a tile of resentment against the

Administration.

- - lx

s Jim Farley took it on the chin and grinned. Errapms
He grinned again when he went up to New York during the

mayorality campaign of 1933 to help Holy Joe McKee against the
carnivorous Onaihught_cf‘i;ﬂ.orella LaGuardia. lrdwenednx It was the

AL
President's babyy, Be )

His grin grew even oroaded when~iobert=Mesosy=Repwbitcan

. Bthe Wictorous
Rerkz2amnkeszane or LaGuardia/ was ordered imwiwe

by Public Woks Administrator Ickes to drop Robert Moses as Commissioner


https://SecL�eta.ry
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of Parks or else forgo Public Works funds for the Triborough Bridge.

For' this 'time Jim[n!mﬂmmmm could

hide in the sha.dowa o,t tha Whita House and Watchl his »m cabinet
~almest

colleagua,éhn taka the rap. Din knew, aep\e{reryone hkne\p

.‘-;.'.....;;.';I:.'“udﬂllullill:lndan-'vu-ﬂ;‘-_- that "Honeat ‘Harold" Ickes, a fighter

for the people, had nothing ag;.inst Bob Moses, also known as a fighter
for the people. .

But Jim kﬁew what a lot of other people did not kn?:!_r‘ tha.t"
the President had*nursed a grudge arainst Bob Moscs whi.ch was Wk

and
apie vitriclic et of long-standings It dated back to ) WalHooesyelt

fued with A}éﬂ.\ thie

the gridge was forgotten long enough for Roosevelt to appoint Moses

xz At one time

on a conmisaloi.tio- investigate the failure of the City Trust Company,
a Job which ’&3’ did with such thoroughness that he secured the
conviction of Frank Varder, head -f the New York Bank Uepartment.
Meeer also warned that the Banic of the United States was in g
m danger of r:.ollapseA rocommended that a new legislative
commission be appointed to clean up the entire bank‘lng situation.

Moses wae to have been on that Commission, But M

came to a heady
=® the fued with Al Smith *ﬂw*again. Moses was one of

P : ad- and later indic

Al's closest advisers. So the appointment never cames 868

progran was not carried outy and as he predicted, the Benk of
the United Sl:atea. crashede

So Big Jim Farley sat in the shadows of the White House
and grinned. He also had his vendetta with HMoses, weem=tirreiertiremnnen

: for a chang out in_front > :
~ax _Blt it was conforting/to see Harold Ickesg¥taking it on the chin.

sk sk

Jin Farley is symbolic of a system,It is & system which
has been handed down from ‘Administration to administration. Every
president has had his political trigger ©uan; some have had a

whole gang of thems The Bhio gang in the days of Warren Gamalial‘-


https://system.It
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Harding ravagedmwmenta with a ruthlessness
MN I ST 1)

that came inear wreoki.ng the M " Coolidge
bunglin
wmet had hisfilllam S, Buthr. Hoover had Wal':.er Brown, as cool and

l\ 1 p 1.'- ] &
calculating a machs.ne bose as ever oparated in the Capi l:a.l. Both_
issued executive orders which M"covered" into the Civil Service
thousande of their political henchmen.

The baslic weakness of the anti-Farley crusaders is that
the

they heap their abuse uponkman anp not wm the syatem. The exit of
Big Jim would solve nothing exceph ' elim!.natld one of the most
engaging, ef'fi.cient and unabashed foragers in tho history of the

American spbils system.



The FORUM

441 LEXINGTON AVENUE, NEW YORK

September 18, 1933,

ﬁear Drew Pearson,

You have sent me a spirited article on patronage.
It is good reading, but it is not the article evaluating
the achievement of Roosevelt's more important appointees
which I had in mind. I realise that, with the daily call
on your talents, you have not the time to draw breath for
such an estimate.

I am sorry to have to return your paper. I
believe you will have no difficulty in placing it in a

weekly or using some of the material in your daily

Very sincerely yours, E

Editor

column.

Drew Pearson Esq.,
2820 Dumbarton Ave,
Washington D .C.



By D- o @ sasr

over in the Post Office Department, Big Jm Farley, our gum-
chewing Postmaster General, keeps a little card indéx. 1In it are
the names of the contributers--both in cash and in time--to the
election of Franklin D. Roosevelt as President of the United States.
The cards in this index are soiled and worn. They have been thumb-
ed over many times. Big Jim has sorted them over this way and
checked them over that.  For the task of matching jobs against can=-
didates, and con*ributions against appropriateness for of fice is
. more irpregnated with dynamite than any other single thing faéing
a new administration.

As he thumbs his cards, Big Jim has his eyes on one goal.
Before hi; are those dazzling and elusive numerals 1936. And every
appointmeﬁ% he recommrends 1s made with those numerals flickering
in Jim's politically avaricious eyes.

Over in the other parts of the Capital, however, are three
Cabinef colleagues of Big Jim's who at various times have come to
see red when his hame is mentioned. They are the Secre taries of
Agricul ture, Labor and fhe Interior; and they have their eyes so
riveted on the mumerals 1933 and 1934 and the work immediately to
be acqomplished that probably they will be the biggest assets Mr.
Farley has in 1936.

The result has been a clash between politics and efficiency
not uncommon in any new administration, but 1nf{qitely more pro-
nounced in the present, due to the headlong aimel of an army of

twelve-year famished job-seekers with the pronocunced ideslism of



-2-

certain members of the Cabinet.

The result also has been a clear-cut patronage classification
of the departments of the government. Some have become definite
dumping grounds for paid-off party hacks. Others, due to the be-
lligerent defiance of their chiefs, have collected a dazzling con-
glomeration of devoted public servants.

Here is an 1llustration of how it works.

Pat Malloy of Tulsa, Oklahoma, was on the bandwagon for F. D. R.
He got on the bandwagon early arnd he worked hard. He whipped into
shape the organization which put Oklahoma in the Roosevelt columns.
Big Jim Farley was grateful.

So Bhortly after March 4 Pat Malloy arrived in Washington in
quest of rewa'-d‘d Big iim sent him around to Secre tary Ickes. A
Westerner of Pat's calibre, he reasoned, should be Assistant Secre-
tary of the Interior. |

Harold Ickes looked over the candidate quizzically. He was.
not partial to an 01l man, but he asked Malloy to tell his story.
In the course of this, Malloy said:

"For many years I have been associated wifh John McGr‘aw in
his Tulsa law firm."

Ickes scowiled. Back in 1924, he, Ickes, had been campaign
manager for Hiram Johnson's presidential effort and he remembered
all too well one John McGraw as his chief po'itical stumbling block
in Oklahoma.

But blithesome Pat Malloy did not notice the scowl. He cbn-
tinued:

"Yes, I thought a lot of John McGraw. I thought so much

of him that I even named my s after him."



That finished the interview. Malloy was not made Assistant
§ecretary of the Interior. Instead, Ickes appointed a dynamic and
1_1bera1 youngster from Colorado named Oscar Chapman, raised in the
shadow of Judge Ben Lindsey's juvenile court and later campaign
manager for the egually dynamic amd liberal Senator Edward P. Cos-
tigan.

Big Jim Farley, however, does not forget a friend. The next
day he came to Mallpy's rescue with the job of Assistant Secretary
of War. But Pat, suffering fron; a severe case of hurt pride, told
Farley that it was the Interior Department or nothing, and proceed-
ed to pack his bags.

Before he could get under%, however, he changed his
mind. Once again Big Jim proved himself a friend. He had started
at the bo.p of the patronage 1list and gone down the line. The next
Department was that of Justice. Farley sent Malloy over to Homer
Cummings to become his assistant attorney general. Homer Cummings
has spent a lifetime in politics. He knows how to give and take.
He cherishes pno vaulting ambition to make a record for himself as
a great prosecutor. So he accepted Pat Mailoy. He accepted him
despite Pat's own admission that 1t had beena long time since he
brushed the dust off his law books, amd despite the fact that Mal-
loy was to be in charge of an amalgamation of the two busiest divi-
sions in the Department--Taxes and the Criminal Division.

The Malloy appointment 1s typical of Jim Farley; and it is
also typical of the Depar tment of Justice. When the hand of fate
settled upon the Havana Special and took the life of Senator Tom

Walsh en route from his honeymoon to become attorney general, 1t
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caused the Department“FEEFE;E with.enibrcing our laws, curbing our
monopolies and protecting our domain to be the dumping ground for
political spoilsmen. Attorney General Cummings is a charming gentle-
man who has spent a life-time pouring oil on troubled waters. He

has become so adept at this | that he even smoothed out the row over
the Klu Dlux Dlan during the Madison Square Garden convention in.
1924. And .because his outstanding characteristic is amiability)he
has been content to slide tirough the fir st si® months of the Roose-
velt administration with no other accompl:lsl_'xment save grandiose pro-
mises of prosecuting gold hoarders.

When, for instance, J. Crawford Biggs, a Nortﬁ Carolina law-
yer once associated wi th Judge Parker, A. Mitchell Palmer and the
oil scandals, was proposed for the key post of Solicitor General,
Mr. Cummings complacently accepted. When George C. Sweeney, thirty-
five year old mayor of Gardner, Massachussetts, with only eight
Years of legal experience, was proposed as assistant attorney gen-
eral because of the fortuitous fact that he was a buddie of young
Jimmy Roosevélt, Cummings was equally camnplacent. Nor d4id he
change his mogd when Jim Farley sent over the rame of William Stan-
ley to be a og as ano ther assistant attorney general; or When
Senator McAdoo requested the appointment of the grossly inefficient
and garrulous A. V. Dalrymple as Director of Prohibi tion.

Not only did Cummings swallow all of these with a smile, but
he himself outdld them all by making one of the most inexplicable
appointments of the entire Roosevelt Administration. For some twelve

years the chdéf Democratic target in .the Departme nt of Justice has
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been one J. Edgar Hoover, Chief of the Bureau of Investigation. He
it was who framed the charges against Senator Wheeler during the
latter's exposg of Harry'Dougherty. He it was who searched the files
of Senator McKellar when the Tennessean «as criticising Postmaster
Brown's mail contracts. He it was who raised the cry of "Red Menace"
during the post war period, and who prepare 'Fsav'gi:'s re port denoun=-
cing the Borus Army as a group of Conmunis:ts and criminals. |

And yet+ the complacent Mr. Cummings reappointed him.

The attorney general stands at one extreme of the patronage
pole--wi;-,h the possible excep*tion of the Postmaster himself, whose
power to revard politicians in his own department naturally goes
unchallenged. At the opposite pole 1is Secretary Ickes. In between,
and showing varyiing degrees of rebellion are Secre taries Wallace and
Perkins, who rival Ickes in flouting the patronage Czar; Secretaries
Dern and snansox}"/whose admirals and generals permit very little
bﬁtronage to be dispensed; Secretary Hull, whose career diplomats
fight fanatically against the award of even the amallest legation
to an outsider; Secretary Roper who, being a good politician, has
not been averse to letting politics enter his Commerce Department,
but who has maintained a high degree of efficiency nevertheless; and
Secretary Woodin who has let his Treasury fill up with a none too
savoury swarm of politicés.

Secretary Ickes' appointments have been the most outstandipg
in the new Administration. Hardly a vestige of the o0ld do-nothing
days under Hubert Work, Roy 0. West and Ray Lyman Wilbur remain.

A new type of executive has taken over the Interior Department, and
in contrast with the sleepy, carefree days of the past twelve years,

its corridors hum with activity. As solicitor of his Department,
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replacing Edward C, .Finney of Teapot Dome fame, Ickes has appointed
Nathan Margold, a young liberal who had been dropped from the Har-
vard Law School because of his enthusiasm for the cause of Sacco and
Vanzetti. As his own personal assist.nt, Ickes appointed Harry
Slattery, ‘the first man to expose the oil scandals and an adviser
of Gifford Pinchot in thef\;:donservation days. As Director of Inves-
tigators, Ickes brought >ba'ck Louis R. Glavis, the man who exposed
Ballinger. He revitalized the Bureau of Education by bringing in
as Commissioner:forthright modernist, George F. Zook, President of
Akron University. Perhaps the*most important appointment Ickes has
made ds that of Colonel Henry Matson “aite, Deputy Administrator of
Public Works. With a long background as a bridge builder, chief
engineer of Cincinnati and city manager of Dayton, Ohio, Colonel
Waite has handted the stupendous #3,300,000,000 public works pro-
gram with capacity for detail, dispatch and organization. l "Honest"
Harold Ickes, despite the quality of his appointments, has been un-
der greater fire than any other member of the Cabinet. And for a
very good reason. He has more money to spmd and more jobs to dis-
tribute- than any other agency of the Government. The broadsides |
against him comes from twc‘a directions. One fusillade is directed
from a corps of disgruntled and hungry contractcrsM O appease
their aﬁpetites. The other comes from an even greater army of Sena-
tors and Congressmen who see no reason why Public Works should not
assist them--both through jobs and through pork--in keeping intact
thelir political fences.

Regarding both of these, "Honest Harold" has very definite
ideas. On one definite front, however, he has compromised. He has
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finally taken in Farley's man Friday--a Finnish gentleman named
Emil Hurja--and given him the imposing title of "Administrative As-
sistant of Public Works.", This is nothing more then a camouflage
for Hurja's actual job gpatromge dispenser of amall time Public
Works jobs.

In other words, Ickes gets a free rein to make his major
appointments; Farley gets the chicken feed.

The same compromise has been worked out in the Department:
of Agriculture. There, however, a someVhat difficult problem exists.
Ickes dominated his gajor appointments, tut the rather naive Henry
Wallace started out on his new job with no ideas at all on the sub-

jeet of patromage. As a result, the President put over at least two
extremely important appointments which have created a sort of dual
monarchy in the Department of Agriculture. Most people refer to
this as "Across the Street."

Just belidnd the main building and across B, Street is the &
office of the Agricultural Adjustment Administration. Here are
carrted out the revolutionary policies of limiting wheat, the pro-
duction §f cotton, tobacco and 1ittle pigs. And here two men reign
supreme. They are George N. Peek, formmer manufacturer of Moline
Ploughs, old associate of bernard M. Baruch, and Charles S. Brand,
former lobbilest for the National Fertilizer Association, also an
old associate of Bernard M. Baruch. Peek 1s an extremely capable
operator. He has the interests of the farmer at heart, but leans
instinctively toward the side of big btusiness from whence he came.
Brand is less able, has not+ forgottari his long years of lobbying and

/
once committed the unpardomble er or of signing a letter describing

himself at one and the same time as "Co-Administrator of the Agri-



cultural Adgustment Administration" ard "Secretery of the National
Fertilizer Association."

But whatever their faults, the two men twmgether exert more
influence over the future of the farmer than any other two indi-
viduals in the Adminis+ra tion. And that 1is why &hyone who wants to
get things done at the Department of Agr:l.culture first goes through
the formality of calling at the Secretary's office and then goes
®Across the Street."

Now that Cordell Hull has weaned the world--including F. De Re==-
away from the idea that Professor Moley was running his State De-
partment, he 1is really having Something to say abou t who works for
him. Before that time, however, ambassadors , ministers and assis-
tant secretaries were placed under Hull's nose whether he liked it
or not and frequently wikhout even the formality of advance notice.
Even Hull's special assistant was not of his own choosing, having
been announced to him first by newspape rmeni ‘

During thdperiod of naive amiability some of the wierdest
appointments in recent diplomatic hMistory were put over on Cordell
Hull. They included both career men and politi;:os. There was, for
instance, the appointrent of Alexanmier W. Weddell, who as consul
general to Mexico, once broadcasted the idea that Carketon Beal®
and Ernest Gruening were dangerous radicals, and who, aftér marry-
ing a wealthy widow in Calcutta, has row been sent to that country
whose goodwill we chiefly covet--Argentina. There was also Charles
S. Wilson, one of the stodgiest members of the career service, who,
after having been retired as Miniéter to. Roamania, wa_s‘ suddenly
dragged back from oblivion by Undersecretary Phillips amd made Min-



ister to Jugoslavia. He and Phillips were in Harvard together.

Between Phillips and Farley there has devel _oped the same row
that Farley had with Ickes, Wallace and Perkins. In the case of
the State Department, however, there has been little choice be tween
Phillips' career men and Farley's politicos--with, of course, cer-
tain definite exceptions. One of these exceptions 1s Hal Sevier of
Corpus Christi, Texas, appointed Ambassador to Chile after a knock-
down ard dragout bﬁttle between the two champions or patronage and
career diplomacy. Ambassador Sevier's name does not appear in
Who's Who. The name of his wife, however, does. She is President
of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas, "Custodian of the Alamo",
director of the Austen Pan American Round Table, author of "Mex-
icama", a comic opera, and last, but not least, Democratic National
Comittezwoman from Texas. She counted heavily with Jim Farley.

As a matter of fact, Texas scored heavily in the ranks of
diplomacy with this administrati m--al though not becguse of aﬁ
Farley. The chief promotor of Texas diplomacy was Senator Morris
Sheppard, father of the Eighteenth Amendment and Chairman of the
Senate Gommittee on Military Affairs.

One day last May Senator Sheppard complained bitterl‘y to a
friend: | ) |

"I have been trying for days to get a constituent of mine

named to a diplomatic post, but the White House won't budge. The-

man has money, used to be head of the American Legion, and would
make a resal diplomat.”

A few days later fate smiled upon the Senator from Texas.

It happened that Roosevelt's old law partner, Basil 0'Connor, and
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Roosevelt!s chief secretary, Louis M; Howe, were instrumental in
negotiating the sale of a quarter million toilette kit ba:s for
Conservation Camps at a price considerably higher than that paid
by the army. There resulted a furore in Congress The "kit bag" in-
cident looked like the first scandal of the Roosevelt Administra-

tion. It was referred to Senator Sheppard's Military Affairs Com-
mittee.

A day or two later, the Senator from Texas saw his friend
again. .

"You know," he said, "I think I'm not only going to geﬁ
*hat diplomatic appointment I told you about, tut I think I'm
going to get two." |

The next day the White House announced the appointment of
Alvin Owsley and Robert G. Caldwell as Ministers to Roumania and
Portugal. Both were fromr Texas.

The Treasury Departrent ,under pressure from Big Jim Farley,)
has got 1ts share of the bad but also some of the good. Its most
ou tstanding addi tion i1s Dean Acheson, a young lawyer of no fiscal
experience whom political accident catapaul ted 1nh§ ‘the office of
Under Secnetary) and who has been a brilliant success. Ranking in
the same category 1is Lewis Douglas, Direétor of the Budget, whose
veterans'! cuts caused more political resentment than any other act
of the administration, but who has shown rare courage and ability
in balancing the budget.

Offsetting these, 1s considerable Farley deadweight, includ-
ing Mrs, Marion "“ammister, the half sister of Senator Glass, \m@"'—
attempt% fill the chair of Assis tant Secre tary of the Trea,sury;
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Mrs. Nellie Taylor Ross, ex-Governor of Wyoming'and now Director
of the Mint; J. F. T. O'Connor, ex-law partner of McAdoo and now
faced, as Gomptroller of the Currency, with the highly dynamic
question of opening closed banks; and Guy T. Helvering, who swung
the State of Kansas for F. D. R. and now occupies a precarious

position as Commissioner of Internal Revenue.

'The above 1agnosis,.of course, covers only major patron-
age .TWthrem ly important. But necessarily it
is limited. There are only a few legatioms to be allotted. There
are even fewer ambassadorships to be filled. But the man who writes
the instructions for the ambassador is the #5,000 office man at
home. And it is axiomatic that the manner in which a new Adminis-
tration fills the great spread of jobs that change hands with party
turnovers-~the postmasterships,'the customs collectors, the mar-
shalls, the internal revenue collectors, the public works and home
loan administrators--may make or break it. These are the jobs
for which the great rank and file of party workers clamor. These
are the jobs which Big Jim Farley considers his rightful spoils.
And within the proper safeguards of merit,they are.

"But", says Big Jim, "loyalty is an aspect of merit. One
of my chief‘duties is to pass on the loyalty of applicants. Pol-

itics, the editorial writers hint, enters into my consideration.

Of course it does.”
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