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Washington, D.C.-

A new temple in the forum ot the New Deal rises expensively in 

Pennsylvania Avenue, and within its stone walls are enc:tusted a master's 

quarters which set.to shame the headquarters ot the other masters ot 

Washington's bureaucracy. 

It is not that the other masters have simple anil democratic ot~ 

fices, but that this new one is grand beyond compare. 

The reception room wherein American subjects will wait before 

entering the master's presence is a massi-wt hall of carved walnut 

panels and beams and parqueted floors. Great windows look out upon 

parapets which hide the oommonalty on the streets below. Beyond the 

great hell is a smaller one, in which the secretaries and flunkies 

ot the master will sit in protective array, and past that barrier 

is the inner sanctumo 'l'his room also is carved in rich walnut. At 

either end ot the spacious chamber - it would seem irreverent to call 

it an office - is a wood-burning fireplace, so that the master may 

be cheered in the bluster ot winter by a crackling of blazing logs 

on open hearths. In the summer iced and washed air will keep the 

master cool while the subjects elsewhere in the capital, even in th• 

halls ot Congress, will perspire and ~sp tor breath in the humid 

atmosphere. The windows ot·the inner sancttll look out upon a court­

yard, where a fountain will be sending esthetic shafts of water into 

the air, an4 when the landscapers have completed their task the master 
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will see beautitui flowers ant flagstones setting ott a tinely trimmed 

green~• 

'Tis a palace tor a Caesar, in truth, and it comes very hard to 

picture lames Aloysius Farley at home in all the grandeur ot the new 

postottice departnent building. 

One could never imagine "Stretch" Farley, the semi-pro baseball 

player, in such an abode. Nor would you build it tor Jim Parley, the­

world's greatest gypsum salesman, nor tor Big ~im Farley, New York 

building materials and cauliflower king. 

Not even the postmaster general, the Hon. James A. Farley, maker 

ot a President, a political impresario ot the New Deal, seems to tit 

1n the glory ot that new setting prepared tor hb. J'or with all his 

sweep to tame trom "Stretch" Farley, the first baseman, to political 

boss ot the nation, he is still 1im to all the boys. 

He doesn't know himself how he'll ewr get used to his new 

mighty chambers, which were planned, it should be noted, by his 

predecessor, Walter F. {High Hatl Brown., Jim can't quite see himselt 

breezing torjh into that great reception hall to sort out his callers, 

smacking the·-mob ot job seekers on their backs and trying to keep them 

friendly; motioning Senators and Congressmen and National Committeemen 

into the inm r sanctum. 

8 1:a~~:::\~h:h~:::::::eloffice :e r::: :.:1;;~~~=41t:::.~::: 
tor many years has housed the postottice department. But by the grace 

o~ Hoover and Brown the new ottice is there, and he's just going to 

have to move into it, whether he likes it or not. Jim did have his 

way at the Maytlower Hotel, which he:)has made his Washington home. 

The management had moved him into *hf P,l!p,eua J 2-roam •utta Illich 
~••-" ""II:""-.... - .. -----~ 

tormer Vice-President Charley Curtis occupied at $5 a week rent. 

Yarl~J' ~-~9.d.-1t-.a •e-ek-.and .mov,ad into a 3-room suite. 
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"I was getting lost in the place," he obserTed. "It wasn't rrrr 

kind of a jojnt." 

Of c.ou:rse, .Jim didn't dislike his new postotfice building so 

much that he •o~ldn't spend $1000 ot the postage stamp money tor having 

the cornerstone ot the building recast with the name of the present 

postmaster general, James A. Parley, carw d in. 

Big 11m isn't the least bit shy about having his name appear 

in ptblic. "Spell the name right," is his only injunction to those 
r--------~-- -----·-

who write about him, good or bad. 

When in 1926 a New T;-k editorthreatened tp blister Farley 

with editorial blasts because the cauliflower king, Big Jim, refused 

to permit Tunney to ~ight Dempsey, the familiar retort came over the 

telephone: ._::spell the nam~ right!. that.' a all.•. ·-

Green ink and personal contacting are the symbols ot Big Jim's 

success, he will tell you. He's used more green ink than any other 
---------------·--··~ 

letter writer, and there seems~o be no doubt about it that he has 

p~rsonally oont~oted more people in the United States th4an.7 other 

human being. 

His memory tor names and faces is miraculous. It he is intro­

duced to a nan once, gets a few tacts about him, he'll greet him a 

year later as: "Hello, Bill, how's things? How're Bea and the kids?" 

He is an inveterate user of first names, loves to be called "Jim", and 

in writing to anyone who has addresed him aa Jim he'll always write him 

back as "Dear Bil1" and sign the letter "Sincerely, Jim." 

He sent out 700,000 ietters over his own signature - in green 

ink - while he was electing !'rankli~-Ro;;~velt to the pr~;~~~---. ·­

and it's anybody's guess as to how many thousand hands he shook with 

that strong right paw ot his. 

Be's covered a lot of ground since those days when "Stretch" 

!'arley was mixiDg semi-pro baseball am small-town politics. The whole 
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a,ory is told in an amazing set of scrap-books which is one ot Big 

Jim's most precious treasures. He's one ot those fellows who saves 

the ne nu ot the Elk' a banquet at Nyack, the front-row ticket stub \ 

at a big tight, the invitation to the governor's birthday party, the t 
Christmas message trom exiled Jimm;y Walker in Nice, 

Big Jim is still prettjmuch ot a homa towner. His scrap-books 

are tul.l ot clippings from the Journal Ne~s at Nyack, N.Y., in his l\ 
home county ot Bockland, and trom the Rockland County Evening Journal. 

He made his closing speech or the presidential campaign at 

Spring Valley, N. Y., pleading the humble cause ot J'red Hon tor re­

election to the legislature trom his h~me district, and in that speech, 

on NoT. 4, 1932, Big JiJJ said to his neighbors: 

•1 think ot Rockland County daily. Whatever suocess I have had 

in politics is due to the loyalty ot hundreds ot people in this county. 

I can't get back aa often as I would like, but I get all the county 

papers am.save them during the week and on Sundays I go over them at 

my home to see what my trienda here are doing and what's going on 

in Rockland." 

And he really does just that. When the name ot Farley appears 

in those home-town papers - and there's hardly an issue that it 

doesn't - the postmaster general clips out the item and turns it over 

to his •pastemaater general", "Wild ~111" Lyons, a picturesque Farley 

idolizer, who is guardian or the scrap-books. 

Lean and lanky enough to be called "Stretch" J'arley in his 

younger days, when his mother ran the town grocery at Grassy Point, 

N. Y., after his tat er was killed 'by a llorse.! __he i_s now "Big 1im", 

because he tips the balance at 215 pounds and is 6 feet 2i inches 

tall. 

On the postmaster general's desk is a picture ot ltm taken in 

1911, when he was 23 years old. It is autographed: "Presented to 
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lim himself, in memory of his_ha!.:r,. fl:01!1,tr:9J?.~!~ p..,_J}ggso:reJ:t " ---------~--
It is not too easy to follow the evolution. of the well-thatched top 

of that day to the shiny bald expanse of Big Jim's cranium today. 

He has never tasted intoxicating liquor, but can have an amazing­

ly good time at a drink-fest, telling stories as tall and as tunny 

as might any of his pottel companions. He doesn't smoke - but hold on, 

he does chew gum. He hands out sticks of _gumlike any other callpaigner 
....__. ...would pass the cheap cigars • ......~....,.._ ..__,,___ _ 

A schoolboy wrote to find out "what part chewing gum haa played 

in your success," and the postmaster general replied: 

~near lohn: I don't know whether gum played any part in my.suc­

cess, but it was not a retarding factor." 

Jubilant John wrote back: 

"lly assistant principal said chewing gum was a bad habit, th-t 

no gum chewer could succeed. I read your letter in the class and it 

got a lot of applause.• 

Big 1im has been in politics ever since, as a lad of eight, he 

threw his weight behind Bryan and tree silver and carried a ttrch 

in a Bryan parade in Stony Point. Be was born, it should be noted, 

on May 30, 1888, second of the five sons ot James am Ellen Farley. 

Because of his father's untimely death, Jim went to work early in 

the brickyard, and later in a shipyard, during his school vacations. 
___________ ..__ ~,------...--·----·· .. --- ..---------· ...--1..-...-..,,..,,...~--., 

He married his childhood sweetheart, Elizabeth Finnegan, of 
c---..-:-=--::-:::---:-::-=---=--r-:--•...-----iN---..-.,,---nearby Haverstraw, N. Y., on J.pril 28, 1120, .. and t1iey'1la,e itirie 

obildren, Elizabeth, Ann, and James Jr. Big Jim counts as his luck­

ieast days those on the ocean sand at his summer home at Deal Beach, 

N. 1., when he can roughhouse with the kids. 

Bess Yarley came to Washington on inauguration day, but she 

\ didn't stay. Big am jolly and genuine, like Jim, Bess couldn't 

~\ stomach the stupid idioci~-;~ W~hin;;;;·;ociety,- a·nd~so went back 
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home to Hew York, where she understands people and people understand 

her. 

Before he was old enough to vote Jim Farley had helped to get 

•osilaer a Rockland county Tammany organization. When his twenty­

tirst birthday rolled around 1im ogled the town clerkship at Stony 

Point. Before the election he wrote longhand letters - in green ink­

to every Toter·in llhe township, and after election he wrote them all 

again,thanking them tor the job. The tact that he was thanking some 

people wbo had voted tor his opponent didn't disturb Jim. They'd 

probably feel bad about it and vote tor him next time, he reasonei. 

J.l Smith while governor took a liking to the lad with the tre­

mendous political energy aDl made him port warden at New York City in . 
1918. The governor called ~1m 1n one day and asked him it he thought 

his job was necessary. One wit had compated Jim's duties as port 

warden with those ot a truant otticer in vacation time. ~im didn't 

hesitate. He told Smith he thought the job ought to be abolished, 

and abolished. it was. 

Big Jim served one term in the New York legislature, was beaten 

whenl:he ran again bacause he stood with wet Al Smith. He was delegate 

to various party conventions, held all sorts ot odd jobs in the New 

York Democracy. All this timer.he was working strenuously developing 

his reputation as the star gypsum salesman ot the country, and he got 

to be sales manager in charge of the New York otfice ot the Universal 

Gypsum Company. 

But his political bent had shown him there was money to be made 

int he building materials trade, so in 1926 he organized the James 

A. Farley Company. Contractors and builders ot New York skyscrapers 

came to know it was smart ~.Q uao....!u~- OeJDeAt-~, Zai!J.8¥ ~ pl aa:ter.., .[~rley 

bricks and mortar. In 1929 Big 1im decided there was room tor only 
--•-..,, ....... .....,.. ..... >•*---C .. 

one big materials company in New York, so he merf$8_1 ti_!e o e·rs·-nth 
_.,, ___·---•-~ __-.; ... ..... ,.._ .. 

https://timer.he
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his oa into the General Bllildera' SUpply Corporation, aat down him­

swlt in the president's chair, and made his brother-in-law, Harry 

7innegan, Tice-president. larlet resigned the p~esidency when he 

becam postmaster general, and Finne runs the 

Big Jim's great prowess as a gladhander naturally gravitated 

him into the fraternal orders. He is an Eagle, a Red Man, a Knight 

ot Columbus, and ~n Elk. To keep his political hand in during the 

ott season he makes grand exalted rulers ot the Elka, and once, when 

he coUdn't find the righ_t man, he took thatj~bb ?Jimselt. 

With all his duties Big Jim round time hanging heavily on his 

hands, so in 1924, when Al Smith ottered him one ot the three mem.ber­

ahips on the Hew York State loxing Commission, he grabbed that job, 

too. He knew little more about boxing than did Cardinal Hayes, but 

that was a minor detail to Jim. 

Never having served •n any committee that didn't turn immedi­

ately into a one-man organization, Big Jim took charge or the Boxing 

Cmmnission. He was a bit embarraased by having George E. Brower as the 

permanent chairmen ot the commission, but in 1925, when Brower went 

to the hospital to have his appendix out, Farley notified his aging 

and taithtul friend, the late Commissioner William Muldoon, that a 

meeting or the commission was being held without delay. 

When Brower came out ot the ether he was minus one appendix 

and one chairmanship. 

"lfe're rotating the chairmanship," explained Farley when Brower 

protested. When a year rolled by am Brower asked about.rotating the 

chairmanship once more, Farley replied: "We've stopped rotating it," 

and with Muldoon's Tote reelected him~elt. This went on until Feh. 

98, 1933, when Big 11m resigned because ot his approaching elevation 

to the holy ot holies in the New Deal cabinet. 

It's pretty hard tor 8181im to give up a job, at that, and he 



hated to quit running the New York cauliflower industry. Howe-ver, he 

just won't quit being 8hairman ot the State Democratic Committee and 

Chairman of the National Democratic Committee, and he run~those two 

big jobs right along with the postmaster generalship. 

Franklin Roosevelt had become (lovernor of New York during Big 

1im's heyday as the king of cauliflower, and in 1930, when "F.D." was 

a candidate tor reelection, Big Jim took on the chairmanship ot the 
r 

Democratic State Committee anl ran the GoTernor's campaign. 'Mr. _liiam 
Roosevelt was Tictor by more than three-quarters ot a million votes, 

and then it was that Big 1im decided that the real candidate for the 

Presidency ot the United States was not the man he'd fought for in 

'28, Alfred E. Smith, but lranklin Roosevelt. Big 1im right then 

began running "the Governor" - he has never called him Frank, nor even 

"F.D." - tor President. 

There are some ➔ .tates about the cauliflower industry that beg 

the~telling. It had fallen to its lowest estate when Big Jim came on 

the job, and that was really low. Every tight was fought in advance 

in some gambling den, and the softest method which the crooks used in 

having a fiibt thrown was to have one gladiator toul his opponent. 

The fouler would tap the foulee lightly below the belt, and the foulee 

would settle to the mat, screaming with simulated pain. The referee 

would award·the match to the foulee, who would then recover, mu.oh too 

quickly, and the fans grew so disgusted that the tights began to be 

staged before ghostly houses. 

Big Jim ended that horse-play by making a new rule. Making new 

rules has always been a favorite pastime for Big Jim. He tried his 

·best at Chicago to get the Democratic-Convention to change the two­

thirds rule which he didn't particularly care for, since there was, 

in the beginning, grave doubt in his mind whether he could muster 

two-thirds of the delegates behind FrankJlin D. 



Jim's new rtle tor the caulitlower industry laid it down that 

there was no such thing as a toul. lt was an illusion, he held. King 

7arley decreed that it a foul was delivered, and the toulee tell to 

the mat, the reteree starte4 the count. It the toulee got up, the 

touler lost that round; it the toulee took the count ot ten, the toulee 

lost the tight. In other words, the toul hitter had to hit so low and 

ao viciously that he completely incapacitated the other tighter, and . . 

that he'd get the loving cup. It he toulet gently, he was penalized 

the round. It sounded pretty ghastly, but it serYed with magical et­

tect to reviV& the fouled fighters. They didn't lie down any more; 

when the referee began his mournful count, the battler would think 

disgustedly ot the new Farley rule and get up and tight. And there 

were tew fighters laid low by fouls; they wore metal protectors ap­

prowd by Big Jim, which save4 them trom serious injury. Another 

~arley ruling got a tremendous big hand from Harlem, with reverbera­

tions that made many De110cratic votes among Negroes all o"Ve.r the 

country. This waa in 1926 when Big Ji• ruled that Champion Jack 

Dempsey would have to tight Harry Wills instead ot Gene Tunney tor the 

title. 

Tez Rickard insisted that Dempsey would tight Tunney, but Big 

Jim, with the plaudits or th• colored voters ~inging loudly in both 

ears, stuck stubbornly by his insistence that the Nrgro Wills would 

get ihe first chance at Dempsey•s title. 

Rickard finally took the tight and all the tight customers over 

to Philadelphia, and- there Dempsey lost to Tunney. This tighting in­

tellectual waa bitter against Big Jim tor discriminating against him, 

but it didn't last very long, am. the 1 32 campaign tound Tunney cam­

paigning among his wlub tellows tor the Roosevelt-Garner ticket. 

~arley thinks the greatest tighter he has known was Dempsey, 

and the gamest, Mickey Walker. His tavorite actors are Eddie Cantor 
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and George M. Cohan, and he much praters the vaadeville theatre.to 

drama or even grand opera. 

It may well be that President Roosevelt and his tamed Warwick, 

Louey Howe, engineered the pre-convention program •hich won the nom-
I 

!nation tor Mr. Roosevelt. But it their's was the program, Big Jim ,, 

carried it out tor them. 

Big Jim went out l(ith a suitcase, a~ extra shirt and a change 

ot underwear; he travelled 30,000 miles; he contacted 6000 Democratic 

leaders, jollied them along, told them what a great tellow was 

Roose-velt, and when he rolled into Chicago in June ot '32 he had 666 

votes in that suitcase, enough so that, atter three baliots had been 

taken, and some shenannigans had been pulled •1th Mr. Hearst, Mr. 

MaoAdooand Mr. Garner, the·~nom1nat1on was placed in Mr. Roosevelt's 

1'1.lling hands. 

Al Smith, who hadn•t moved a tinger betore the convention, ap­

parently on the assumption that he could.sway the delegates by making 

a personal appeal as their 1928 banner 
\ 

bearer, was crushed e-ven before 

he started, under the steam-roller ot the Roosevelt gang. So was 

Governor Ritchie, ani so was Newton Baker, and so were they all. 

There now seems to be no doubt that during the months ot the 

presidential campaign Big 1im was the best customer ot the post­

office department which he was.late to_;l?W,.~!~, _The ~~ole co-a:;ry 

was blanketed under a storm of Parley letters. The man who couldn't 

produce a letter from Big 1im during those months Just wasn't old 

enough to vote. 

While Mr. Roosevelt wae stumping all over the country, Big Jim 

stayed at home and directed his stream ot green ink. When Big Jim 

got palsy in his writing .rist, he signed one more sample signature; 

a clever lithographer made a good die ot it and then by the hundred 

thousands Big 1im's "personally signed" messages went abroad to the 

https://theatre.to


-11-

biggest and the littlest toilers in.the Democratic organization. 

Itjis interesting to conjecture just how muoh that "contacting" 

campaign ot Big Jim's attected the vote in November, 1932. It is also 

somethitg ot an inside story which hasn't yet been told as to how many 

let_ters we~t out, to whom they were sent, and what they said. 

There were several thousand pre-convention letters dispatched, 

but the deluge really started right after Ur. Roosevelt's nomination. 

This was how it progressed: 

July 29 - Far;ey to 2600 delagates and alternates at the conven­

tion, thanking them tor the nomination.and asking support in the 

campaign. 

j Aug. 2 - Yarley to 2800 Democratic County Chairmen, asking them 

tor complete lists of all precinct committeemen and women. 
J 

Aug. 25 - 7arley to 1000 selected friends or Mr. Roosevelt; "We 

have urgent need ot the 'sinews ot war'. Every dollar helps and we 

shall be just as grateful it you can collect $10 tor our campaign ex­

penses as it you send a large oontritmtion." 

Aug. 50 - i~p~e~e1t to st,000 committeemen: "I would appreciate 

a letter from you letting me know what issues are being discussed in 

your district." 

Sept. 12 - Farley to ·a7,000 committeemEll, asking them to form 

Roosevelt-Garner clubs. 

Sept. 21. - Farley to 60,000 committeemen in doubtful states, 

crowing over the results or the election in Maine. 

Oct. 5 - Richard 7. Roper, director of clubs, to 92,000 committee­

men enclosing instructions on how to torm the clubs. 

Oct. 10 - Yarley pep letter to 95,000 committeemen. 

Oct. 17 - Yarley to 94,000 committeemen, promoting sale ot 

Roosevelt-Garner medallions. 

Oet. 23 - 7arley to 2800 County Chairmen, answering the Republican 
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panic campaign. 

Oct. 24 - Farley to 2000 publishers, enclosing specimen adver­

tistm'-1lts which were otferet for •voluntary publication." 

·Oct. 27 - Farley to 30,000 committeemen in agricultural states, 

enclosing literature am answering the Republican charge that Roosevelt 

would lower tariffs on agricultural products. 

Oct. 27 - Farley to 4000 candidates on Democratic tickets through­

out the country, asking tor solidarity. 

Oct. 30 - Roosevelt to 107,000 committeemen: "It victory 1s ours 

"llI7 first feeling ot thankfulness will be for the efforts which you have 

made in this campaign." 

Nov. 8 - Farley to 137,000 committeemen and women county chair­

nan, delegates ot 1932 convention, national committeemen, state com­

mitteemen, New York State coun~y committee and inspectors of election: 

"I am relying on you to make certain that no friend of the national 

tieket tails to cast his ballot •••• make certain we ha• an honest 

oount in your district." 

Nov. 12 - Farley to 139,000, includint same list as that ot 

Nov. 2 - "I want you to know that I am deeply gratetul to you." 

Some time between Bov. 8 am ?darch 4 - the date is lost -

President-Elect Roose,elt during the course ot a chat with Big Jim 

remarked: 

"I see your predecessor is having trouble with his new hat." 

Big Jim picked up the telephone a bit later and called Mrs. 

Farley. 

"I~• the n,ey poatman 1 • he 1114, ..-·-·~ 

That was how Big Jim got the news that he was to be postmaster 

general, and how he told his •missus" about it. To those who have 

forgotten about the difficulties encounteret by Mr. Hoover's postmaster 

general, Mr. Brown, it will be recalled that Mr. Brown ordered a spe­

cial limousine with a high tonneau so that he could sit in it without1 
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taking oft his new silk hato 

Big ~im wears a silk topper and cutaway coat on occasions, but 

he was fairly well used to that from marching in Tammany parades anl 

tunerals. 

The sea ot jobhunters, which ha• surged at Big Jim's heels, in 

Washington, in New York, even at his summer home, aboard trains, air­

planes, on the streetJ has worn him down ~t times. 

It is true that Big lim hates to say no to anybody, and he has 

had to say it many times during the first year ot the New Deal. In 

the beginning the strategists ot the acbµnistration decided it would 

be best to get all the major legislation adopted by Congress be~ore 

giving the boys their candy. The Democrats, hungry during 12 long 

years ot Republicanism, were pretty sore at l:eing torced to wait, 

and took it out on poor lim, who ha4 no more respons1bi+ity tor the 

decision than they. 

Mg 11• doesn't pretend to be one of the Brain Trusters; he 

knows very little about the "national planning" of Tugwell and Hopk1ns 

and Johnson an Lilienthal, and might even shake his head sadly over 

:much ot the •experimentation• that is going on. He takes no part in 

the discussions over national policy, sticks to his job ot trying to 

run his own postottice department and his political posts. 

When finally the time cane to deal out the jobs, Big lim began 

to get happier, and.he looked forward to being able to say yes tor a 

change. He even wrote out a cod4 of patronage to follow, and pub­

lished it in the American Magazine tor August, 1933, as follows: 

"I am following two fundamental rtles: (1) Is the applicant 

qualified? (2) Is he loyal to the party and sympathetic toward tbe 

program of 7ranklin D. Roosevelt? 

"I think'11t is only tair that those men who worked to p•t Mr. 

Roosevelt in the Presidency should be given jobs in the Federal service 
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and 11, giTen an opportunity to help him carry out his program. I 

think it is not only fair, but reasonable and intelligent as a policy. 

"Before attempting to defend this proposition, let me state it 

more clearly and definitely. We call those Federal office-holders 

who are exempt from CiTil Service requirement the 'exempt list.' I 

am an old baseball player, andTI like to calJ\things straight. A:n.y 

Republican on the exempt list has a chance.of reappointment - but he 

has two strikes on him. 

"It he is a wizard in his own tield, it he knows more about his 

job than anybodjhelse - he will hold his position. But it there is 

a Democrat just as well qualified, that Democrat will get the job. 

"And among the Democrats who are qualified, who will get t•• 

first chance at the job? The F.R.B.C. men. That means the men who 

were 'tor Roosevelt betore Chicago.'" 

Al Smith didn't care tor the Farley code, and jibed at it in 

an editorial published in the September Outlook. Al's idea was that 

public servants should be selected for their ability in their jobs 

and their loyalty to government and countryi 

But the code dida't work anyhow. The l3rain irusters grew very 

cold toward Big Jim when he came to them with lists ot men wanting 

jobs. The professors tilled their staffs with college boys and intel­

lectuals, many or whom, it they were anything, were Republicans. As 

a matter ot tact, some or the Brain Trusters, especially Ickes, Wallace, 

Perkins and Hopkins, looked with susticion on a good old-fashioned 

Democrat. Wal1ave and Ickes, who were both radical Republicans, an­

nounced to Farley that their departments would be manned by radical 

Republican followers, that this was their reward tor helping to elect 

Boosevelt. 

The crowning touch was when Harry Hopkins ~t ~--~epublic~~n /( 

charge ot CWA work in Big J'im' s home town ot Stony l'ioint. • • 
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Big Jim's heart was broken over the Brain Trusters' lack of sym­

pathy toward the party, but it's pretty well mended now that he has 

found a new scheme to sort of even up on his patronage losses. He 

issues special stamps. ln one year he hu isaueC more SJ>!Cial com­

memorative stamps than all preTious postmasters since Benjamin 

collectors, includint such ardent philatelists as Franklin 

Roosevelt and Harold Ickes, are in a prolonged ecstasy ot delight as 

hardly a day goea by in which Big Jim doesn't provide them with a new 

stamp to paste in their albums. •any collectors, however, ha-ve gtne 

on the relief rolls because they spent so ipuch ot their savings and 

earnings to buy the new Parley issues that they had nothing left to 

buy biscuits and shoes for Emnia and the children. 

As soon as Big Jim takes care of that deficit in the postoffice 

department he's going to deTise some·method for giving away stamps 

to deserving philatelists who will agree not to try to use the stamps 

tor mailing letters, and who, of course, will promise to vote the 

Democratic ticket. 

He issued a special NRA stmp.p when that ill-fated agenq was 

going big, and got sat on because his artist mde the stamp look like 

a 8oTiet industrial poster. He heard that the Poles were still strong 

tor Al Smith, and so he issued a Gen. Kosciusko stamp commemorating 

the 150th anniversary of the Polish hero's naturalization as an 

American. 

The German-American voters - and Big Jim know• there are millions 

ot •em - didn't care particularly for the ¾>sciusko stamp, so ·Big Jim 

promptly put out a special Graf Zeppelin stamp. He skips international 

boundaries easily, and not long ago issued a special 50 

~rctio Bxpedi tion stamp._. 

He's working now on two Ter, good prospects - a Wisconsin Ter-
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centenary stamp to commemorate the 300th anniversary ot the explora­

tion ot Wisconsin by Jean Nicolet, and a whole series on .\m.erican 

national parks. The Democrats in Wisconsin have been ehating under 

Big Jim's friendliness toward Progressive Bob LaJ'ollette, but they'll 

be appeased when they see that Wisconsin stamp, and the Indians will 

be hanging pictures ot Roosevelt and the Blue Eagle all over them.­

tional parks. 

The big payott, and Big 1im's proudest aohievament, was the 

Mother's Day stamp. That took in just about everybody, because hasn't 

everybody had a mother? 

Business men wept as they put the Mother's Day stamps on the 

May 15 bills, and tor weeks Whistler's painting decorated the ~ornets 

of envelopes all over the country. 

It's tough to have·to break a secret, but the news is too goOd 

to keep that Big Jill has everything set tor the issuance ot a special 

Santa Claus stamp next Decemberl 

The Republicans will have to go tar to tie that one. 

Too ot•en the eaay-going nature ot Big Jim is abused, and he 

becomes the goat ot the 1dministration. lor example, the territic 

wave ot public denunciation over the cancellation of the air-mail 

contracts, with the resulting deaths ot army tlyera, was detlected by 

all other otticiala, specitically the President, so that it came near 

to drowning the poor postmaster general. 

Every informed person in Washington knew that Mr. 1arley did not 

cancel the air-mail contracts until the President told him to, but when 

Lindbergh addressed a critical telegram to the White House, the presi­

dential secretary, Kr. Early, reptied_coldly that Mr. Jarley, and not 

the President, had. cancelled the mail contracts. 

Big Jim took the gatt, just as he has done many times betore, 

tor the President and other New Dealers. lie took it during all those 
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bitter days ot the beginning ot the administration, when Congressmen 

damned him tor not th,1fi ♦Xag ant ot Jobs~ He took it whe~ 

"somebody" had to go to New York to help out Holy 1oe McKee in his 

race tor the mayoralty ot New York. He took the blasts ot criticism 

when McKee was detested, whereas the tact ot the matter was that 

Big Jim would never have dreamed of going to McKee's aid unless the 

President wanted and ordered him to. 
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[AIR ENOUGH 

(Tlt.11 R&elat&r&d Traduark) t 

By t14ri brook Pr.sl1.r 

Wauiagton, !>.C., January 17. •• YoW' corr~1pondnt h unhappy to b&YE to 

'IUpol't tat Mr. Jar.1',:.9 •• r:v1,,, the old prbcfi&ht COllllliHi01lEr, ha1 got bi• tail 

caught in a craok again. That. i• to aar,what'e 1,tt of Mr. ra.rlr.y'a tail i1 caugbt. 

Alt.hough thsr1 ian 't. r.1uob la:tt ot it, to b11 111r1, coneida-ing th1 nar and tu.r which 

it 1uft1ra:d during bit lc,ng tErm a1 th1 cb&inan ot th, Nc:w York Prildight Cor.ai1don. 

In tho11 da:,1 IOJHODI .... alway, •laming a door OD Mr. Jurl•J' t t.ail and it b now 

worn down to a 1hort, fuzzy ■tap, Juet enough to g,:t caught •. 

Mr. rarl.y' 1 curr1nt mbarra11■1nt baa to do with a lot o~ 1tamp1 which hE 

took out ot • stock at thE Poat Otticl ~part,Hnt wh1r1 b£ i1 thE bud •n ot thr. N~• 

Dul adminiatration. 

It. appears that whla Mr. Ful1t:, b&cam1 Po1tna1t&r 0&11&.J"&lhe did not know 

that th1r1 wcrc ■01H ninE million nuta in th, Ullit&d St.atu alonE who M.kE a Yic1 and, 

in •ny ca111, an important budnr11 ot collEcting curiou1 1tamp1 and that any U.ttlr 

lrr1gularity in a 1tamp -.y crmt, a nluE EntirElJ unr1lat1d to ite nominal pric1. 

Mor1ovu, in bi1 big, Enthu1ia1tic •Y, Mr. r~rlf.y d£cld1d that on1 way to boom bual• 

n111 in th1 Poet Ottic, D1part■Ent • •• to Hll mor1 atampe, So hE pu1h1d 1om1 button, 

and called in tbr atatt arti1t1 ot the Poat Oftio1 D1,part.zunt and told thm to t1ar 

in and draw him a lot ot nn at•p• on th1 thsory that th, p1oplE WlrE griting t1r1d 

ot thE old onu. 

• • Up to tbia ti111, hi baa turned out 17 1p1ci•l i11u11. Th~r& flrE tin, ot 

variou1 dE110mination1 • in thE national park 11ri11. Th&r~ •• on, tor Au~ir11l Byrd, 

intrndEd •• a coaplim1ntary plug tor tb1 adairal'e l&t.at. trip to th1.~th P~l£ to 
. ·, ' 

gd any trom it all. And th1r, wa1 on1 for thr town of N.wbwgh, N.Y. ~. which ii 

clo11 to llr. J'arlcy• c not.iv£ Havuatraw wb1r1 h1 u11d to play tirat t,aa1 on tbE ball . ~ 

club. Thia ou w.1 1uppo11d to co1111morat1 tbE tact that o.orsi. 'iaahin;Jt'lln one, l!l&dE 

hi ■ h1&dquart1ra at N&."1:burgh9 although anybody who knoWI Mr. FurlEJ will zt~li&E that 

hE Tit.I only going out of hi1 •Y to boo1t th1 little town ot NlWburr,h. ~. F!\rl,y ia 

alaya doing taYore tor old tri1nd1 and any tim& an old tri1nd ot hi1 op1n1 • nn 

1aloon or pool hall, h1 my, it b1. gou about it right, git Mr. rarl&J to kick out a 
~ .. 

1p1cial ,tamp mtltird "Butch'• Plao1, Grand Opining Ull'lOrial I11u~" with, p1rbap1 

thE lqrnd, "Winu, Liquor and Cigars," or "Pool , 1/2 C&ma P,r C111" vork&d into thE 

duip .• 

But it turn, out that Mr. 1vl&y h&ppcnm to bar that w. Rooa&nlt •• 
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onE of thoaE ninE million Ac,uican stamp co 111:ctora and thought it would -bE a nicE 

thing to grab off onE of thE first ahrEta of a.ch isauE aa it came from th£ prEas 

unpErforatEd and ungul!IDEd, writ£ his namE across it, and arnd it ovEr to th£ Pr~aidEnt 

for his collection, with thE complimrnts of Jali1'8 A. FtLrlEy, a pal. Thia L.r. FarlE.y 

did and, whilE hE was at it ht: dEalt in Mr. Louis McHt.nryHoli1~, thE Praaidurt'a 

u:cr1:tary. Aud ati ll whilE ha: was about it, hE dEeidEd to cut. himaElf in, too, for 

a·eomplEtE arrirs, Just as souvenirs for his lovEd on£a. Mor.ov1:r, b1:eau1Ei..r. Ick.a, 

th£ s~cri't.Ary of t~E IntErior, has Jurisdiction ovEr th£ parks, hE sEnt aa. lckEa 

souvEnir shrEts of th£ tin d11igna which compri11:.thE parks issut. H£ did this with 

public cErEmOniEs and movi£1 wirEd for sound in somE cases, ao thuE was no sEcrrl 

about it •. 

MEanwhilE, howEvEr, Mr. Frirll:y n.s beginning to lEarn somEthing about th£ 

Enthusiasm of th£ ninE million stamp nuts bEcausE EVEry timE a mEmorial issuE was 

turnEd out, thE.nuts would buy up from $30,000 to $40,000 worth of stamps, SomE. of 

thEm WErE USEd and somE WErE Just put away in hooks nEVEr to bE cancEllEd, But th, 

,30,000 to $40,0C0 was Just so much gravy for th£ Poat OfficE DtpartmEnt bEcausE th£ 

· faeilitita for handling th£ mail havE to bE maintainEd anyway. Mr. FarlEy was much 

chEErEd bEcauu sEVEntEEn timn t3o,o.ooto ~40,000 was ~510,000 to ~680,000 almost 

clF:ar profit. 

ThEn, last W£Ek1 out of Norfolk, Va., thErE cam£ a little dispatch for th£ 

papErs saying that on£ of thosE spEcial souvEnir shEEts or th£ MothEr's Dey isauE, 

unpErforatEd and ungummEd, had turntd up in thE philattlic markEt and was quotEd at 

eomE outlandish pricE bEtwEEn$20,000 and ~30,000, It 4£v£lops that a ah££t of stamps 

without pErforations or gluE on thE back is a musEum piEeE and worth big, coars£ 

monty. Thia abt:Et was on£ which Mr. FttrlEy says hE sEnt to a fritnd of a friEnd just 

as a favor to his friEnd. Thtri wErE just four such ahEEts on th£ ;..:ot;u:r' s Day iaeuE 

withdrawn from thE prEss-run by Mr. Farlt:y, On£ ~as for th£ PrEsid£nt, on• for Mr. 

How£, on£ for himsElf and on£ for this friEnd of a fritnd. or coursE hE paid thEir 

tac£ valu£ into th£ cash box but hE had, by his favoritism, handEd ovEr to Wr. 

~ooaEvElt, Mr. How£, himeElf and this friEnd of a fritnd Each stamps of an actual 

valuE of about ~2~,ooo. 

So ~.r. R->vs£vtlt, ilir. How&and Mr. Fl\rlEy, Each having an imfErforatE, 

ungummEd1h£Et of all sEVEntEEn 1ssu£s and thErE bting fEW, if any, othEr auch shEEts 

in ExisttncE, Each has (340,000 worth of stamps. And Mr. Ickts, with his tEn shEEts 

or th£ parks iasuE would havE i~00,000 worth, although, for somE rtason th£ parks 

issuEs s£Em to command ltss monty, Four of thEsE ata~ps in a group, showing th£ lack 

of pErforation, rEctntly sold for $cooin thE philatElic markEt for $50 u.ch, in­

dicating that fEw of thE parks issuE was in circulation. 

https://�-Ri;ht'.RE
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ThEaE tigurte arE a guESI b&1Ed hoWEVEr on tbE opinion of ODE of thE forE• 

moet dralrre. Hr. •• uaablE to anchor 1\h utimatr without knowing exactly how many 

shE1t1 of a.ch isauE had bEEn allowEd to gd out. 

Mr. FtirlEy vowe, of coureE, that non1t of hie etampe nor thE Pnni~~;l't';:,, 

nor LouiE Hoa:,t•~, nor Hr. Ick~o• nill nrr rEach th, markEt. But th&y :ir~ thdr 

propEriy n£VrrthdEss and EVEll if thEy don't s&.ll th£m, thEir utatu may. 

Ae an old oollrctor, Mr. Rooa,vElt might havE known tbE valu£ of tbE 

stamps which Mr. r~rl~~ was aEnding hia with hie complimEnts. How v.o~ld you go about 

bringing that up? 

(Cor,yright, 1935 • bJ UNITED FEATUR~ SYNDICATJ:, INC.) 
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syotem -~~~! been✓ &P-aeentem. It Is 8tratfon to &dmlnJstratrohandectclownfrom actmtnts­
hu; POUtlcal trigger m~: .Every pruldent haa had 
ganir o! them. ' some have had a whole 

Toe Ohio gang In th
Harding rava ed e days ot Warren Ga 

'rHIS CUPPINQ F•oM 

CLARKSDALE,MISS. 
REGISTER 

ruthlessness ttat ~verument departments -~~ 
machine. Coolidge i;:e nea.r wr~ the entire 
Hoover had Walter Br!~ his Wllllam B. Butler I 
a mAchlne boSS as ever • u COOilllld ealeu!attni 
Both l&!uectexecutive O OllCr8ted ln the capital
the civil service th rdera Which "covere(l" Into 
henchmen. 0 '.138 llda or their i>oUtlcal 

The basic weakness O • • • IIs that they heap th Irr the anti-Parley crusadcl"ll 
not the ante e &blllle upon the1 1
llOtblng. It ';cu'fc7\<;xit Ot ''Big Jim• wo':: ~~ . 
most cn1r11gtngeftlcl ereJy ellmJJiate one Of .tit 
ln the history ~t the ':! ~fd unabashed forager!

• ---- . e, can Sf>Ollssntem. 
""T"-

1 

al 

Takes Family To Bermudar· F_<JJ1&u_ 
~ JnLuxury Suite, Costing $1,400
ed 
1," 

a Postmaster-General Nods To Score Of Politicians 
ile 
O• 

On Board Liner, Bui Fails To Invite Them 

Into Rooms Hired For Voy1.g :_e 

~ It'.j ~ ~ tN•w York Bureau of The S11ft] ./ 
:al New York, AprU T-P061.rnoster-Gen• five daya," he • d, adding that h• 
In erol James A. Farley u.Hed today with planned to retum here next Monday. 
•- his family and ■ friend ■board the Mr. Farley waoln his usual amiable 
L Furneso Bermuda liner Monarch of mood, and he lcnored political ques-

Bermuda for a brief vacation. He lions. The only query to which he 
,e booked an entire section of the ship at made any reply was concerning tho 
'7 a listed cost of $1400 for the round trip. recent demand of Represenlltlve Fred 
:h Ria accommodation, havo four baths, R. Lehlbach, (Rep., N. J.), who lotro­
,. tour ahowers and two private verandas duced a ffllO!ution ln the How,e on 
it on the aun deck. April l demandlnc the Immediate rtl­

h Mr. Farley boarded the liner • few ignation of Mr. Farley as chairman 
d minutet before tho &hip aailed ·at 3 P. of the National Democratic Pariy on 
y M. He nodded to more than a acore ~f the ,roWld that It was aubverslve to 

local polltlclano and retr,,ated to his the princlple9· of aound aovernment 
~ "St. Geora•"•" •ult,, leavlnc the poll- to permit a Cabinet ofllcer to function 

ticlans out.Ide. The latter unanimously as a leader of a political party. 
Y decllned to alve their name,. "You can tell him not to take lt too 
e The Po.mnarter-Oeoeral, who also is seriously. because the only people dla­

I 
• chairman of the New Yori< Stile and turbed over the number orpo.,itions I 

National Demoeratlc Committees,said hold are the J;lepublicana. And they'd 
that his children, Betty, Ann and prefer that l didn't hold any job,"' he 
James A. 1arle7, Jr., were much ex- said. 
cil«I at Iha p.._t or their flra1 The Farleya were accompanied by 
aea voyage. ;'f' Mr,. D. H .. McKetrlck, an old friend 

"l"m juat ,oln1 to loaf for four or of Mr,. J'arloy. 
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The President's Trig er Man 
Postmaster General Farley, Genial, Loyal, U ·'ring, Does the Po­

litical Bumping Off and the Hijacking for oosevelt; His Retire-
ment Would Not Solve the Problem of the S 11s System 

Drew [HfljR·Ind Roberta. Allen, In Bu• 

MANY tlmu In the course of bla 
variegated career baa Big Jim 

Farley arched bla ample boaom and 
proclaimed: "Boya, you got me 
wrong." Many time■ alao have ene~ 
mJea retreated from an encounter 
with Jim'• rough and tumble poll• 
tics, rubbing their brul ■ ea and ad· 
mlttlng the tame thing. 

Tb• backen of Al Smith In the laat 
prealdentlal campaign cot Jim 
wrong. Jim, u New York atate 
Democratlo chairman, bad em• 
barked on a dub acrou the coun• 
uy, oatenalbly to attend a conven• 
tlon of bl• beloved Elka In Beattle, 
actually to launch the "Roosevelt 
for Pruldent" boom. In 20 daya 
Farley covered 19 atatu. He met, 
alapped on the back, exchanged 
atortu with hundred, of local lead• 
en, and back In New York, wrote 
poraonal letter• to each and every 
on, of them. Over 1,000letter■, each 
algned In green Ink, went out to re• 
empbaalze tho fame of Franklin 
Roouvelt. John J. Rukob and 
Souott 8bou11 waticllad tho tact1 .. 
with dladatnful ■ mlleL "J111tIll Elk 
at heart," they eald. But a year 
tater, when their deaperate "Stop 
Roo11velt" movement collapsed at 
tho Chicago convention, tho an• 
,gulabed Bmlth-Rukol>-Sbouo co­
terie realized too late that they bad 
got Jim wrong. 

Hardly a day pauea that Jim I■ 
not denounced as a bard bolled ma• 
chino politician, a rapacloua apoll ■• 
man and ruthless civil service 
wrecker, an Inordinate neglector of 
bl■ official dutlu u postmuter gen• 
era!. Do1plte an occulonal liberal 
apeecb-wrltten by aome gboot writ­
er, and u auange to Jim'• llpa u 
liquor, which be novor touch .. -ll'ar• 
ley la In no sense a new dealer. That 
he la a devotee of that Tammany 
tenet 'To tho victor belong the 
apolla," Jim would be the tut to 
deny. 

But critic• mlu the real point re­
prdlng Jim'• function In the Rooae­
velt machine. It la hie Job to do the 
political bumping off and the bl· 

, Jacking with which no pruldent can 
afford to aully .hie. . banda. 

Jim Farley la richly endowed by 
nature for thla role. He bu an Iron 
conotJtutlon, Imperturbable good na• 
ture, a gentu ■ ror making friend.a 
and a highly mobile aonse of con-
1l1tency. 

Seldom are two cloae frlenda more 
directly oppoatte In background and 
outlook than the prealdent and bl■ 
trtner man. While youthful Frank• 
1111 Roosevelt waa being piloted 
through Groton and Harvard, young 
Jim was thrown 011 hie own. ·when 
be waa 11, hla father, a ealoon keep• 
er, waa killed by a horse, and Jim 
otarted helping bla mother aupport 
a large family, In the yeara that 

followed, Jim manaced to get a lit• let ever met him without being 
achoollnc, but It was aandwlcbod Ued by hla flra, name. 

In between working In a brickyard, 
a ahlpyard and bla mother'• corner 
grocery. 

Only In one reapect have the preal• 
dent and bla trtgcer man anything 
In common, In perauutve genlaUty 
Jim rival ■, perhap ■ 1urpaaae1, the 
pruldent. 

Probably Jim la the greateat layer 
on of banda In American polltlca. 
No local political leader la too In· 
llgnlflcant for him to neclect. A 

~-:::--1=-~-~-~ 

Jim roao to political eminence 011 
fiood of free pauea, Before he 

,rent to Waablngton be was chair· 
p,an of the New York boxing com• 
1111■1ton. Thia o!flce carried no aal• 
lr,ry,but when It came to rewarding
kl• frlenda, Jim made the life of
'1efight promoter one of conatant 
"1irul1b. For one big bout be paued 
ilut $30,000 worth of free tlcketa, 
eaualng the late Tex Rickard to 
rmplaln: "Jim, you give me back 

year after meeting him Jim wlll be the 'Annie Oakleya' and I'll Jive you 
able to slap him on _the back, call 
him by hi• flrat name and Inquire
after the wife and children. During 
the Interval Jim wlU have written 
him half a dosen letter, all In green 
Ink and algned "Sincerely, Jim.• 
• Euonllally Jim la a amall town 
boy running ~Ith a big town gang. 
Rockland county, Now York, and the 
Graaay Point ball team flrat gave
him bis atart In polltlca. Suetcb 
Farley, 21-year-eld flrat baaeman, 

the light." • • • 

·~Jim taku hi• apectacular rlae In 
olltlca u a matter of courao. But 
bat be la really· proud of la hla 

'bu1tne11 ability. Drop one word to 
Jim about bl• record of econom11,o 
~ng In the poatofflce and be wUI purr 
Ike a kitten. Tho oath of office wu 

' tilt warm 011 bl■ llpa when be an­
L 
f'ounced hi■ tntentlon of taking hla 

became a town hero and cubed In )l•pa.rtmenl out of the red. He polnta 
on that popularity by being elected ,with pride to tho money bl ■ apeclal 
town clerk. For a Democrat In a Re- ~tamp aalea nave made. Ho bu 
publican atroncbold thla waa 110 "turned out n•w tuuea commemorat­
amall victory. Jim won It by meth• /111 Motherl' Day, the NRA, the na• 
. od• uted and truated In many po- tlonal !)&rka,the Maryland and WI•• 
lltlcal arena■• No voter In hla dlsi consln tercentennials. tho Byrd ant-

•• arctic expedition and even a atamp 
commemora.tlng the Pollab hero, 
Gen. Koaclunko. 

In , order to bal~ce bl■ budget, 
Farley lnuoduced a polloy of ruth• 

, teas economy, While the president 
wa, urging private Industry to In• 
creaae wagea, Farley waa aque .. tng 
aavlnp out of tho aalarleaof under­
paid clerlul and carrlora. Peraonnol 
wu cut to tho bone and worked to 
the llmll Dollvorlu were reduced. 
Public Hrvlce, consideration for the 
welfare of tens of tbouaands of poo­
tal workers were subordinated to 

parlna expenditure ■ for the •ol­
aake of realblng Jim's ambition.. . . 

When Farley first came to Wuh­
tngton abortly before ll!ar. '- 1933, 
to act aa trlgcer man for the new 
president, be brought with him a 
little card Index of tho11 who bad 
conulbuted to the campalcn, either 
In work or money. This file turned 
out to be the appointment bible of 
the new admlnlsuatlon, and became 
one of tho moat thumb marked In• 
dexea In the country. It did not be• 
come thumb marked, however, for 
aome time-In fact, much too long 
a time for th~ Job seeking army of 
aenaton and repre ■ entatlvu who 
aat gnaablnc their teeth In the cap• 
ltol. Outalde their doora every day 
were long llnu of conatltuenta, each 
claiming that be was almoat aolely 
reaponalblo for the election of Rooae­
velt, and eacb,clalmlng due reward. 
Congre111men were frantic, and the1, 
In turn, made life equally baraaatng 
for Jim Farley. In bl■ big ante• 
room every morning half a hundred 
of them waited. When were the Jobe 
to be paued out? 

Big Jim turned on bl■ moat Ingra• 
tlatlng amlle and aald nothing. It 
bad been decided In high party coun• 
clla that unW the euentlal part of 
the Rooaovelt leglalatlve program 
wu forced through congreu there 
abould be no removal of the one and 
only threat a congreaaman under­
stand..,... pauonage boycott. So Jim 
Farley wu I.old off to crack the 
whip. He did It In bis blandeat and 
moat personable manner. 

In the end, of course, Jim took It 
on the chin both going and coming. 
Vituperation wu heaped upon bla 
bead, flrot for withholding Job ■ and 
later for tho type of men be placed 
In thoao JobL 

In tho ■ e early Clays of the Job ruab, 
almoat anyone who wu free, white, 
21, and could abow tangible evidence 
of having aupported Rooaevelt be­
fore Chicago waa llkely to find him• 
aelf catapulted Into an Important of• 
!Ice. I 

There la no iuyatery about Farley'a 
voracloua pauonace foraging. That 
la his job. That Is why be slta 011 the 
right band, polltlcally of the prea• 
ldent. It la Jim'• Job to aeo that the 
president•, political fences are main• 
talned In proper repair. Frequently 
Jim taku the rap for bla chief, u 
In the case of the cancelatlon of the 
air mall conuacta. "The contracta 
were cancelled by tho poatmuter 
general," announced Prealdential 
Secretary Early, after Lindbergh'• 
proteat bad led a tide of resentment 
agalut the admlnlatratlon. Jim Far-
ley took It on the chin and grinned. 

Jim Farley la aymbollc of a •Y•· 
tern. It la a 1y1tem which baa been 
banded down from admlnlatratlon to 
admtnlauatlon. Every prealdent bu 
bad bl■ political utgger man; some 
have bad,a whole gang of th•m. The 
Ohio png In the daya of Harding 
ravaged government departmenta 
with a ruthleuneaa that came near 
to wrecking the entire machine. 
Coolldce had bl■ William S. Butler. 
Hoover bad Waiter Brown, aa cool 
and calculating a machine bou aa 
ever operated In the capital. Both l.t­
aued executive order■ which ..cO'f'• 
ered" Into the civil service thouaanda 
of their political henchmen . 

The baalo weakneu of the anti· 
Farley cruaadera le that they heap 
their abuae upon the man and not 
upon the ayatem. The exit of Big Jim 
would aolvo nothing. It would mere• 
ly eliminate oae of th• moat e111a1• 
Ing, efficient foragere In the blatory 
of the American apolls 1y1tem. 

I tblnk 
cot my tooth out 

an that. I could move It 
h two flngorL 
: Y""-and you could move 
nil with one finger. 
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The Politi~al 

You answer. 
If he then writes you a recom­

mendation on white paper, It means 
"Credentlal1 satisfactory." U he 
writes It on buff ______ _ 
paper that means Tl>lt II the.. Credential! 
more than 1atls- righth of a ••· 
factory." U the ,,., of twent11-
re:commendation fl11• ~•onulll11 Is on blue paper 

1ketche1 of-well, the job 
Is yours. Unless, lleudUneu I n 
of course, th e ti>• polltlcal
fellow you take parade. An­
it to 11 color 

olhtt will heblind. 
pubU1hed lo-

Farley•• Alter 
Ero morrow. 

I have never 
received a white paper recom· 
mendatloh. but If I ever did I wo'!ld 
try to see what l could do w1tb 
blulna, 

Plamp, affable Harja Is Jim 
Farler•• Alter Ero In the Dem­
ocrallo Nallonal Committee. 

A while back Governor Ely 
or Massacba1dla aald, "I don't 
think Jim Farle7 writes hla 
speeches-there are too man1 
blr words In them." 

Jim doesn't. HarJa pounds 
them out. 
This ahost writer Is a very ma­

terial kind or ghost. He Is e feet 
1Ya Inch•• tall ancl weighs 218 
pounds. His father was a Finnish 
lmmlrrant and worked In mines !or 
a living. Emil Inherits hi ■ build. 

Since about everybody elae In the 
'Admlnlatratlon has written a book, 
I\ is discouraging to know that 
H"J• la writing another on-• 
bi<>traphy of one of the lut. cen• 
'UY1 politicians.
,Hebets anythlna on the outcome 

el~ions. Money, hots, 1hlrt&­~! e 11me to him. In the 1934 
\,, e won thtte new aulla o! 

o,-t 8,..tem 
"" et Erne,t Lindley. a
\1 •~ correspondent, $10 to 

MAY-19, 1936 -SECOND SECTI~Nl 

Parade. : 

. HURJA, A MODERN MERLIN 

"I rot lhe Idea from analyslnr lana, Idaho, Wyomlnr, Col•rado, 
ore Mmples from Alaskan rold Utah, Nenda, Arbona and New 
mines. I look aamplH from the J\lexlc&-would ro tor Rootevelt 
whole Yeln, broke them ap, with a 300,oot pharalll7, The 
divided tbe craobed-up nacrela actual plarallly wo1 t9U891 
and aub-41vlded twice. One of The averar• error WM only 561 
Ute piles Jett I analysed, and 
from It I round oat what the Kansa, he foresaw & 

whole vein would yield." 1 ··- -~·-
The Hurja Idea 11 not another 

straw vote system. He begins where 
straw votea leave off. He takes 
straw vote ·figures, lays them along­
side prevloua election returns, and 
sees what percenlage of the people 
are switching. He discerns the 
trend after that-how many will 
have chanied by electlon..:..and there 
you are, ; 

J.'arle7 rook a Chance 
It Is funny nobod7 thought of 

doing It before. It eliminates 11ues1-
J0g about an election.' It ellmlnues 
everytulng but the ~ecllon, so It 
ls not yet perfect. , 
' Farley took a chan~ 1p9, }f.l:!rJl\'s, 
ayatem for the '82 campilgn." xe-· 
opent little Democratic doualf In 
States that • Hurla said were sate. 
He drowned with money tbe States 
tbe ayatem du)>bed as doubtful. 

Tbe marlotan predicted Uie, 
elrhl Mountain State.-Mon-

plarallly or 14,2t0. n waa In fact 
14,706. (Some printer may rel 
mr fts ■ re1 all balled ap, ao Jut 
10 70a will 11111know bow rood 
Hurla wu, his ru- for lbe 
entire count,-y &Yerared 97 per 
-t contcl.) • 
EmU, as his mother called him, 

·, hun~ 1dol!Jlt-' wo•lh• of fun with,
11." ,. • ' 

No hllllbandl ·have hit hfm-yel • 

Borja, the I\ 

l\lagieian· 
WU born at Cryotal Fall,, Mich. 

At eighteen he ran away to the 
wild, yelllng town of Butte, Mont. 
But the only 7elllng HE did was to 
the horse he worked with on a de­
livery wagon. 

Bame War to SeatUe 
The horse and Hurla had a fall­

Ing out, so he bummed hls wai to 
Seattle In the hayrack of a catUe 
car, and then rode the rods to Ya• 
klma, Wash. where he became a 
printer. 

Alter a :rear of that, he went to 
AJ .. ka to make hls fortune. His 
llrst Job was sweeping out tbe of. 
flee o! the Fairbanks Dally Tlmu, 
which yielded Utile aold dust. 

He turned reporter, aaved enough
In four years to come back and get 
educated at Washington State Unl­
v1rslty. He became editor of the 
college paper, and a power in 
campWI pollUcs. 

He w.u chosen from the school 
to go on Henry Ford's peace ship 
lo Europe. Slnc-e then he never hu 
taken much •tock In peace lhlps. 

In 1917 .he went to Washlnaton,
I!, c. as aecretary of the delecate 
from Alaska, but after war was de­
clared he Joined the Army Air 
Corps. You •••• he was a pacifist , 
1111the United Slates aot Into ~e 
war. 

Mlnlna' Anal:,ot 
He never got Hbroad to get In the 

hell over there, but after the war 
he went to the Texas oll llelda, 
where they had a nice hell slut run­
ning, 

Later he came to New York to 
be a mlnJn1 anslysl, and such he 
was when he met James Aloysius 
Farley. He acqompanled the Gen• 
erallsslmo on trips In the lleld In 
I.he '32 campalen, 

Afterward• be wu,~ lo be 
appointed Minister to Finland, 
but Farle,. pal him In lhe RFC 
to weed oat Repabllcana and 
replace them wllb d ... mnr 
Dem...,roll.. 

When Secretary lckeo wu 
found to be appolatlnr PWA 
men without heed to their pol­
lllc1, hefty H■ rJa moved In and 
doled oat the plum.a. 

Now the Modern Merlin la net 
only Jim Farle,.'1 ■11lalant b■ t 
bl1 anderatudy. U aome .news• 
paper, •mewhere, aome da1 
aald aomelblnr nice aboal Jim, 
the shock would llUI him and 
Hurja "'oald take bla place. 
The Fln11 loves to play practical 

Jokea. One of them ii to allp up 
belllde a cal· at a party, with aome 
kind or aadget.ln his h~d. Sgueezed, 
II aays ·"RELLQ,•.S\VRTHEART1" 
slap-dab ,latci the female's aar. ' 

"You can ,llu;y. the Hdiet tor· ,9' 
c.~nl.l,~·ltt .. ~)IS, ,'but J,bave had ~ 

Farley's Alter Ego Deals Out the Plums 
for Deserving Democrats-Nearly 
Perfect in 1932 Election Forecast 

•' 

By CAL TINNEY 
IGNORANT Democrats (and there are a lot of them) who 

want work write President Roosevelt for it. The slightly 
informed Democrats write James Aloysius Farley. But the 
Democrats who know to WHOM to write send their missives 
to Emil Hurja. 

Later the fortunate ones go to see him. They get to 
Washington a few days early to have time In which to learn 
how to pronounce his name. ~ose who read this can be In­
formed now-that it's Hur-ya, with the accent on "Hur." 

Tall, dark Mr. Hurja will want to know two things. 
"Were you a 'For Roosevelt Before Chicago' man?" and "Are 
you indorsed by your local Democratic organization?" 

$5 that Roosevelt carries Louisiana 
la November. 

How did he aet to where he did? 
Well, tl,e otory of his drop Into 
politics hinge, on a political dlvin• 
ing rod. He met Jim Farley before 
Roosevelt was ever nominated and 
told Jim he could foretell elections. 

Hurja had oat outside Raskob's 
office with the same Idea in 1928, 
but he waited thirty minutes, and 
since he could not foretell how 
much lonier he would have to wait, 
he left. 

"There'• nothlnr m■ rlcal ai,o ■ t 
my Idea,'/ aald Mr. HarJa, who 
wan~ to call II "The Trend 
Anal7sb S,..tem" bllt waa 
afraid Farley wo■14ll't ■ nder• 
91and him If he did. "1 call It 
m7 ore a7Stem. 

t. 
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_mB O:OUGH 

(Titl£ REgiltErEd TradE1118.rk) 

By WE1tbrook PEglEr 

NEw York, N.Y., January 28. •· JamEa A. FarlEy might havE to rEaort to 

inflation of th£ poetagE stamps to aolvE thE Embarrassing problm of thE littlE gifts 

which hE has bEEn &Ending to PrEaidEnt RoosEVElt, Louis HcHEnry HowE, Harold L. IckEs 

and h ima Elf. 

REalizing that thE PrEeidEnt was an old stamp collEctor, Mr. Farl,y, 

Early in his rEign as PoatmastEr GEntral, EatabliehEd a prEtty littlE cuatom of pro• 

ducing a frEak shEEt of stamps of Each mmorial iasuE for Mr. RooaEVElt'a privatE 

collrction. WhilE he was at it, hE printEd frEak ahEEts for l.ir. How,, thE PrEaidEnt's 

sEcrEtary, and himaElf. HE cut in Mr. IckEs for a similar shEEt of Each of th£ tEn 

dEaigns in thE national parka sEriEa. 

Thia ia to takE no account of any souvEnir 1hEEt1 of tht routinE com­

mErcial iaauts rEgarding which your corrEspondEnt, bEing not much of a rEportEr, 

failEd to ask any quEstiona. 

But thErE havE bEEn ai.vmtEtn mmorial isauEs in th£ two Y,Eare sinoE 

coronation day whErEaa, in thE pat, it vras customary to rElEaaE only four such isauEs 

pEr ytar. NEvtr biforE in this country was it customary to cauaE accidEnts to happEn 

by official ordEr and with ma.lie£ aforEthought, ao to apEak. If a ahEEt of stamps 

camE off thE prEaa lacking pErforationa, without glut or with th£ ink emEarEd, th£ 

custom waa to dtstroy it. Thia sort of irrtgularity is tht distinguishing mark of 

thE frEak stamp. ThE outlandish valuEa which arE placEd on frEaks arisE from thE fact 

that ordinarily thEy rEaeh th£ public only by accidmt. In fact, almoat always thE 

first pr£11•run of a nl!W dEeign will produoE misprints of onE kind or anothEr. 

Nov, a Rrpublican Congruaman, CharlEI D. ii.lillard, doubtlEea a dEstructivE 

cs..a:ilic ie pla!lning to call a. CongrESsional invEstigation bEcausE it appEars that Mr, 

rarlEy's gifts to Mr. Roos£VElt, hims~lf and othErs, considErtd as pbiltrtElic ra-rit.iEs, 

havE thE valuE of a fortunE in Each caaE, It is impoaaiblE to EatimatE thE actual 

valuE without knowing all thE factors. But a atamp ExpErt in NEW York has ExprEasEd 

thE bEliEf, with rEsErvationa, that a wholE shEEt of thE freaks of th£ ~~thEr's Day 

iasuE, for ExamplE, would bE worth from ◊50 to {;200 per stamp, ThE valuE \7ould bE 

affEctEd by the rarity and thE stamp colltctore' ability and willingntae to pay. Th£ 

ability to pay has bEEn s,rioualy impairEd by thE GrE&t AmErican Panic and thE Ensuing 

Ort&t AmErican REcovery. The willirignEsa to pay haa abatEd considErably, too, in 
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thE multiplication of frE&ka by Ur. FarlEy's ordEr. 

ThE stamp nut, of whom thErE arE ninE million in this country alon,, a 

figurE basEd on thE circulation or thE collEctors' ma.gazinEe and thE euckEr lieta or 

thE dEalErs, ie a curioue piEcE or work. HE bElongs to thE aamE gEnEral t.amily as thE 

birds' Egg and souvmir apoon collEctor and th£ man who fliEe a tElt pEnnant in th£ 

. rEar window ot hie automobilE signifying that hE has juet viaitEd thE iJammoth CavE. 

OnE lhEEt ot thE UothEr'• Day frEak which turnEd up in Norfolk, Va., for 

appraiaal has bEEn quotEd at from $20.000 to ~30,000 but no ealE has bEEn rEportEd. 

If thE minimum figurE wErE adoptEd and appliEd to all 17 rr,aks, .iir. RoosEVElt, Mr. 

HowE and Mr. FarlEy Each would havE $340,000 worth or stamps. Mr. IckEe would havE 

0200,000 worth. But, ot couraE, if all thESE raritiEs wErE dumpEd into thE markEt at 

oncE, Each would damagE thE valuE or all thE othErs. 

This thought offErl a gracEful, though pErhape disappointing solution to 

thE problm confronting Mr. RoosEVElt and his administration. As a ■ tamp ~11,ctor, 

hE &EEmSquitE likEly to havE known that thE frEaks which Mr. Farley was 1mding him 

wErE not ordinary, facE valuE postagE stamps. Mr. FarlEy, bEing no collEetor, did 

not know at first. But Mr. FarlEy is by no mEans pokEy in thE hEad and it may-bE 

assumEd that hE vEry soon lE&rnEd what sort of stamp collEetion hE was storing away 

for himsElf, his hEire and assign ■ • 

It might bE unsEEmly of Mr. RoosEVElt and thE thrEE othEr collEetors in 

thE littlE cirelE to rEturn or publicly dEstroy thEir ahEEts as this would convEy 

just a faint augg,ation that thEy had bEEn caught in thE orchard with a blousEful of 

applEs. But Mr. FarlEy could Easily EqualizE EVErything by inflation of thE stamps, 

printing unlimitEd numbEra of thE samE frE&ks and offEring thm to thE public at facE 

valuE. In that casE, thE only Extraordinary valuE rEma.ining in thE RoosEVtlt-HowE• 

FarlEy-IckE1 collEction would liE in thE autographs ~rittEn largE acroaa thE smooth, 

unpErforatEd rows. 

Postmasttra-gmEral in othEr lands havE bEm guilty of vEry unEthical 

practisEs in rEcEnt yEars as thE frEak stamp mania sprEad and thE opport~nitiEs in• 

crtasEd to makE a privatE profit without rEaort to crudE larcmy. Italian stamps arE 

in low rEput,, duE to thE ma.as production of muaEum piEcEa. FrE&ks or sEVEral South 

Amtrican rEpublice arE hardly worth thEir wEight in wa1tE papEr and a couplE of littlE 

roadsidE countriEa in .J!uropE turn out a mmorial iasuE, Each with its complEmEnt of 

frEaks, EVEry timE thE poatmaattr•gmEral'a baby nEEda a pair of sho&s. 
' 

Bting in thE lath and plaatEr businEas and a prizEfight ~ommiasionEr whEn 
hE w:nt to thE Poet OfficE DEpartmmt, Mr. Farley did not rEalizE wha'-.a touchy and 
tmpEramEntal buainEsa hE was trifling with whEn hE bEgan to grab off i1aisEum shEEta 
on thE basis of onE for you and onE for mE and onE for UnclE LouiE. • 

HE knows now, though. 
(Copyright, 1935, by UNITED FE.\WRE SYNDICATE,INC.) 
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Postmaster Genera\ lffiiey Outlines the 
Steps in the Program of Economies 

., IAXM A, l'Alll.1111', 
P•-..ter -,.a. 

A
a matter ,of pr1nelple tbe 

Pottofflot ■llould pa, Ila own 
... ,.. Unllkt tht otber d► 
p&rtmtnla of tllo f0Yt,.... 

m011t, tbo """lotl of tbt Poototnct 
Department are for tbe poroonal 
adnnlqe or profit of Ibo lndlvld-
ull1 or concern■ which 111• the 
mall•, and It Ila.I boon recornt ■-4 
from tho oarllt■ t tJme■ tbat tht 
poetal eapen1t1 ■bould bt cbarrocl 
qalut Ibo mall uaar■, or, In otbtr 
wortl■ . tbat tht poet.office ■bould 
bt Hlf .. uotalnln, and not a charft 
upon Ibo publlo ·trtu11r7. 

An act of Ccnr,ou wblch total>-
Uobod the Pottolflot Departlllent In 
Pr1■ld011t Wubln,ton•• admlnlotra-
t,IOD required lbt Potlmuttr Oen-
""' to 4tfr&1' out of potlql ...... 
onut■ all lb1 upen■M connected 
wltb carr,tns lbt mall. l'or man,. 

tllHt non•pNl&I ltllllt, tlle NVtnUe 
«enolene,, amounted to more tban 
Slai,000,000, TIil ■ llllAU ■factof)' 
lllowlnr wu, of coUNo, dllo to tbo 
decline In mall YOIUmo, wblcb b► 
p.n In Ibo Fall ot 1'21 and oon­
Unued In all p&rtl of Ibo eountry 
throu1bout tho period of Ibo d► 
pN■olon, and to tbt failure of tho 
1cwemment to make a eor...-pond .. 
Inf Nductlon In Ibo pootal .,.,ondS. 
turoo. Tb• royenuH In 1132 fell 
from tho nonnal flruro ot 111oro 
tban ,,00,000,oop, wblcb wu reached 
In UICI, to '8&8,000,000, wbUt lht 
t&pendlturet for all purpo■t■, In. 
oludlnr the non-po■ ltl lteme, were 
permitted to romaln at tbo blfb 
lffel of flta,000,000. 

tmp..,._t TIii•Year, 
Tbo operaUn, rttulla for the fl► 

ct.l ,.ear 1111 ■bowed. a ■ubttanUal 
Improvement .,.,., 1112. An affort 
,... flnallT madt to reduce ..,.,.. 

1'■&r1 after tb■ fowullnr of lb ■ fOY• dlturu oom11rhat In proportion to 
tl'llftllnt, lbt Nlf-ou■talnlnr chane• lbt Jowar mall ... 1ume, and, partly 
!tr tmpNHt4 OD tbt Pottofflct D► u tho rt■ Ult of prompt lnldftlaf)' 
p&rtmon, 111' tbla llsl ■l&tlon wa■ aotlon taken b1' tho now adlDlnl• 
1orupulou1l1 malntalntd ID Ila ad• !ration In March, tbe poataJ es-
mlnl ■ trt.llon. !l ■ slnnlnr with 1'00, pen••• ,.,,. brousbt down to about 
wb ■n thtN WU a 1urplu1 of '8,2116, '100,000,000. Mall •olnmt conUnued 
an ""ceu of NCtlpt ■ wu unlform11 to fall off tbrou,hout •b• flr■t part 
tllhlblted Ill tbt annual aocount■ of the 1,ar, and at tho lo• point, 
until 1811. In Karth, wu about '°pe: cent lo■■ 
Tbl ■ wu tbt btrtnnlnr of tha than In Marcb of 1•:e. but u the 

railroad era, and, In tbt )'1111'1 wblcb rt■ ult of lbo b .. htr poetqo rate, 
followed, rt.II INn ■ port&tlon WU lbt 1933 rovonuu Wirt malntalnt4 
,nd11&ll1' 111bitltutt4 u- many ot at apprOl<lmattl)' tbt 1112 fl,uro of 
tht 014 and comp&raUTtl)' Cbttp '818,000,000. Tbla lttl a ,,_ «af• 
mall rout11, lllld thl dtp&rtmtnt'il tell ol '112,000,000, and a net def• 
apenlt1 ••N IDoNUtd out of it.n lclt, &fttr &Jlowlq for no,>,po■tal 
proporUoa to Ila rovtnutl. LA.-.. 
lW1lt wtN allo paid out durln, lb! ■ 
period upon mall oontraolt htld bT 
■laat rout.a wbloh traTtnt4 lbl 
lpant'1 Htlltd Nttou of lb• We■ t, 
tar .. -dins tb• po■lqt reftDUtl 
derived ftooal lb- routu. 

YIU'I of J>eflcltt. 
Tht lntroduetlon ot lbt tt111nph 

for commerelf.t u11 In 18" cut hoav-
Py Into the bu■h. ee■ of the poet-
oftlco. From 1188 to 188', there wa, 
a potlal deficit In every 1ear ""••pt 
four, and In ono of tbtot yeart-
115t--tht po ■tal upondlluNtl were 
more than double tho reTtnue■ froll! 
poet..,.. Tb• )IOllofflot balanced 
It■ budfet ID 1MII, but from lbt 
CIYII War unUI Wilton'• admlnt. 
lNtlon lbort wtrt livt lbrtt YOfn 
-UU, 1IU ana 1t11..:1a which bit 
poeltl upendltuttt 414 not -
rtHnlltll, 

In WIJ1on'1 a4mlnlt!Ntlon lboro 
wu a return to_ fl_Nt prlnclplu. 
Durlnr thou elrbt y'819 lbe •pen-
dlturu ncttded the rtY1nut1 onl)' 
twice, thlo rood tbowlnlr btlnt du• 
In part to tho !liro-.cent iiitier poet-
&ft whlcb "'¥ .I.II tfftcl .d11r1nr. tho 
twe 1eam wblle the· United Blatt■ 
wu at WV With Ult Obtr&I 

tblrda of that h&nclltd In 1129. Thi 
DIW lldmlnl■tr&Uon recotnlatd that 
lbl1 1ltuatlon called far a furlbtr 
reduction In tapendltur ■■, and It 
wu determined that durtnr tbe 
current fl■ cal 1ear, a■ our 1baro In 
the pro,,.am of cuttlnr down lbt 
coet of lbo ronrnm•lll to wblcb 
tbt admlnl ■tratlon wu commltttd, 
WI ~-the poetal 11rvtce 1bould un-
••rt&kt to dl■ potl of tbt pootal daf-
loll altorothtr, or at 1~-■t to cut It 
4IOW11to endurable proporUonl, 

z dltan aeaoe41I 
xpea u • 

Our bud,-t for UH, aocordlnrl1, 
call■ for a NducUon of lbo pottal 
upendlturo■ to ~ns Ukt 
sae,ooo,ooo fo,- all • • • laclud-

Pmr■. • In.,_ ahould occur In Ibo ...,,.. 
After Wilton'■ &4mlnlatratlon, no 

11rlou1 effort waa madt to balanco 
the pootottlcl budpt &nd tbt an-
nual deficit oon■ tanu 1 tner-d. 
Tblt wu true ova In lbt \,com 
year ■ which preceded. the dtp,_ 
olon, and 111 1'29, wb•n mall Yoluml 
roacbe4 Ila pe1.1t, tile NVODUtl ftll 
■ bort af tbt titpeliillturu b1 Dior• 
tblln '811,000,000, In 1112, 110 fal; bad 
lbt fOYtrruntnt departed from tht 
pr1nclplu upon 1'blcb lbt poetof-
flee "u ottatnallT Htabl11hed lbal 

tbe cro11 deflclonc, of tb1 po■tal 
NVIDUOO reached lbt atarr1rln1 
total of •208,000,000. 

NOll-Ponal ----•• 
It mu■t bo rem1mbtrod, bowtnr, 

tb&t In tbeN modon Umt■ tbt Poot• 
otnct Departinent perform■ tome 
fllllctlont wbleb cannot properly be 
charred apln ■t tbt uotrt of lb ■ 
malt■• It h&ndlH wltbout cbarr• 
tbt official mall °'Ccnr,- an4 
tho a~tlYt 4tpartmenla ot the 
foTtrnment. 11 paya Jars•IUJDI In 
■ubtldleo to the lhlppln1 and air-
traneport lndu ■lrl•, thfOUSb tht 
modlum of me.U contNcta'. lt tr&n• 
mlla iroe !If poet&ft certain mall 
for Ibo blind, and newopapen and 
perlodlcal1 malled to 1ubocrlbero 
reeldlnc at placo■ In tbo,oounty of 
publlcaUon "btrt there 11 no d• 
llnr, ttrvlce. It al■ o trammlta at 
nominal rtttl of poeta,. all 1cl1n-
tlflc, rollrtou ■• fratonal an41 ed.., 
catlon publlcat1on1. ThH,t warlouo 
publlc-pollc, or non-pottal func-
lieu, at 1h11 are called, now add 
about .«Ml,000,000 to lbt depart,. 
mont' ■ annual budrot, OYlr an4 
above Ibo coot of lhl f~UIUu nee-
1uar, for ordlnar, mall oervlce, 

In 1992, even after allowlns for 

comparlaon wltb ltU, and a ••lnr 
of· almcet UH,OOO,OOO•111'oomPl"I• 
ton ,.llb 1932. It any appNClable 

nut1, It will alto mean a llalanot4 
poet-office budltl for th1 year. 

J'rom tbt low ~lnl of• __tut 
Ma.rob, lb• •olum• of tbt malll bu 
bun rradually lncroulnir, u lbt r► 
tult of lb• -•ral Improvement In 
llu■lneu cond1tlon■• We eapeet lbl■ 
lncroaH to conUnut. Wt antlclp&lt 
lb&t lbt revenues for lbt fl■cal 1't&r 
HU wUI tomew ha t ucHd th ' '888,· 
OOO,OOO In tbt ft ■c&I y .. rcollected 

without lbe lnju ■tlce wblch would 
bt 11!-volYed In "bolaoall dl ■ml11&1 
of omplo11■ wbo bad .S..otod lbtlr 
JIYU· to the ......... 

AcUnr OD lbt■ principle, Ibo d► 
parlmtnl 11C11red lbt 1nactmlnt of 
llfl■ latlon wblcb will make poulblt 
what■..,., avtna■ art n1Ct11ar, In 
tbt ,-,..on ~ Ibo rttlrerntnt of 
■uperannuate4 tmpl~ OD PID• 
don, ~ ■t&tr1trlnr tbe houn· of 
duty of cltrlll and city carrlen 
and 111'rt4uclns tho equipment al· 
lo1'anct ■ ot runt carrlen, tbu ■ 
e.wldlnr tbt n1c11■1t1 of cutttnr 
da..n tbt force 11,. wholuale Clo-
cbarro■, 
·It. 11 onl1 fair to omp'bulat that 

lb' principal credit for. lht more 
•lllltaotor, condition of the pottal 
11ban- btlonr■ to lbt p1t.Onnol 
ot lb• ,-t.i ttrvl.......t.o tht poet­
mutart and ■uperYllor, offlelall 
&Dd to lb• rank and file of eleru 

apendlturea, of •pproslm&tlly .-o,. and oarrltN wbo oolltot &Del dll­
000,000. trtbut. &nd dtllTtr lbt peoplta' lit. 

Mow, wbDt tbl1 WU a crt41tablt ton, farotla ud mapaJlt■,
• 

1bowtnr, IYID ID lta lbt tZS,tndS. ZllltlorW' w..- <lln, 
hart■ WIN oa1, about 1J per OIAt Alt poetal tmplOTtl ....... • ... 
0 

~~:!.,°::~!~~ ,:1!ho:,!b !:. talned a U per oent eut In lbolr0 1 1 

Ins about ia,ooo, for tht 11on- noctia,y·• to tbt rtltorotloa at 
poetal lt■ma. Thi■ wlU mean a ,a.., protperlt:,: unon, .-..., ~ 
lnr or llpproxlmat41y fJD,000,000 111 peopto. , • •• • • • - .:. , 

W&ft l'&t■t, llad on top of th at, fo,-
lb• tbNt monlbt from July to 
ltpl. 90• lht1 were ■ul1Jectt4 to a 
cut of lO por cant In lbtlr workln, 
llnlo,• who, th e departmentAnd 
bu drutlcf.tly curtallld Ito Hptn• 
dlturt■ for trauport&Uon, renla, 
aupplle■ and equipment, aDd for all 
th • olber lltmt· tbat enter Into tho 
Cott of poetofflct oper&Uon,, lbo 
public obOUld know lbat tbe Jars­
••t •_hlrt of the avlnp wblcb are 
btln, accompll■hed ID POlloffloe 
&dmlnlelNUon 11 bolnr -trlbut«■ 
by the po■t&I worker■,

Tbt m&jor1i,. of poetal 1mplo1t• 
haYl roco,nlstd clearl1 lbt urpnt 
nect11ll)' ;for rt4uc~ -~ pllllc 
upendl\~ u on•'iof u, •"Wtepe 

1911• In an, event, If allowance 11 cauoH ■ucb a• retlrtmenta -lb• 

Tho Tolume of lbt malla,. wllloll, 
had ....... to dtcllnf Ill tile "'11of' 
lilt, ll&d f&llta at the ..., poiJlili 
ot le ■t Maru to allollt to •• -ti 
or normal.· llnn no1', aotwllb-
lltandlnr tbe lmpronm,t of ,Ult 
·1a11 flW month■, mall 0lum• la 
only ff per oent of what It ,.,.. 
follr 1tar■ ·qo. Y■ t In lbt11 four 
~an of ·ahnoet conatantf7 ■hrlnlr­
lnir bWllnoeo, tho Pottoffl•• D► 
parlment bu kept Ila entire ,.~ 
■onnel on lb• p&Trollo lb• onl1 r• 
ducUon comtnr from' tapelnr lbt 
Vac&llcle■ re■ultlnc from ordlnar, 

made for the non-poetal lto1n1, thoro 
t■ t,,.ry nucn to btllen that the 
rtvtnuu ,. 111reach lb• reduced 11.,. 
ti of aaptndlture wblcb ... haH ■ et 
for ounelvu. 

Whtn lb• pNttnt admlnl ■lNllon 
auume4 tho NIPOD■lbllll1 for the 
poetaJ aonlct Jut March lbo coun-
tr, wu In a mood for tc0nomlslnf 
&II &tonr tbe Un• Ill public eaptndl• 
tun■. lurro■tlont for economlu 
- to lbe P01toftle1 Department 
b1 the bundrtd1. 

Wllllt lb• «o,artmant aptt4 that 
a Nductlon of ■ aptndlt11N1 wu •• 
aonUal, It dl ■ arrted· wllb tbt more 
drutlc propoal1. llnce more tbe.n 
?0 per cent of Ila nonnal expends. 
turoo la for 1&1ar111, It roallstd that 
no material aavtnr could bo made 
without attoctlnr tht pa1r'oll. But 
It wu conYlnced . tbat tbe m&lla 
would ■oon come back to nonnaf 
v~lume; It knew that tbe force of 
•mi>IOTtl WU conetantt,. belns ,... 
duoe4 by normal ■eparttlon■ from 
tho 11rvte1; and It btllntd that 
wbal0Ytr pollc, 1bould bo adopt■d 
to reduct lb ■ po.eta! up1ndlturo1 
In the pr-nt emerr•nc,. ■ houtd 
take ~count of lb- facla-tbat 
tbe necot■ar, 1avt11p tbould bi 
accompllehod without lnterforonce 
with eaeentlal pootal facilities and 

&114ro ■lsnatton■ • 
• ,

~ob hcurlty With 1Coonem1, 
!ltt101n 1121 and ltaa tbt reduc-

tlon_ In tb1 total number of olorkt, 
carrier ■ &11d raUwa1 mall clerk ■ 
ha■ been OD11116 por cent, althou1h 
dur1nr Ibo amt period tho Yolumo 
of the maU1-wblcb la lht boot ln­
du tbtre 11 ot lb• work lbort I■ to 
d-hu dkllntd U per cent. 

Pootal workan r•n•.-.111' Nalla 
lbe proprltt, ID tho pNHDt tmar­
ftDCT of ttducl,.. tbt poot.offlct 
payroll oomtwbat In proportion to 
thle reduction In mall volume, and 
thoy are natur&ll1 In arreement 
.,,Sib lht dopartmebt'i pollc, of 
malllnr lb• required Nductloa 
thn,u,b retirement ■ under lbt lblr­
t1-11&r poulon law, tlmporary lay­
off■ and temporar, war• rt4uc­
tlon• and b1 rotatlDf the ,rork 
rtlber than bT outrl1ht dl1mlual1. 
Tbl■ pollc, .. maklns It POHlblo 

for ua to keep faith with Ibo ooun­
If)' 111'Nduclnr Ibo pootal upondl• 
tun, to conform to lbt PNHDt , .. 
ducod poetofflco Income, and at lbt 
Hmt time 111.,.., .. ovtry pootofflce 
ompl011 oecuro In hll Job &11d -
CUN In tbt ·••taint, that U buol-
DIN lmprovt■ hla normal tarnlnp 
will 1radually bo r11torod. 
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SPECIAL .S'PAMP ISSUES \ 
YIELD PROFIT TO NAT10·. 

~ tv-t·-r~~ . . ,po/•'I .• 
Witlrt1,soo,oooRealized From Their Sale ID Present 
• 1fiacal Year, the Postoffice Plans for New Seriee 

97 BAL B. SJOTJI. Tho pl'OYlol011 of oo--rauvo 
W.nn1<a10W. IIOlt&s• ltalnpa for ImportantFA~EfCHEC~G­ T 

; 

RII hobby of otamp collootlnr ,nnla of national 

. 

tnlonol l1 no 
ta p171nr blS 41Yl4en4• lo DOTally. It bu been an eotulllbe4 
tho Unllocl lltate1 OoYlnl• policy of tha Poalofflco I>op&rtmant 
mont an<I Pottmutor Gonoral for forty-on, y111r1. 

J'ul11 ta maldnr the moat of It. Tho nm commomorattve Nrlo ■,Cl)MMITJEENA~ES 
oonoctora ara upoctally tntorutld nor luue4 wu tbo Columblt.n Es· 

New Democratic.' l.ii( Ix: 
•pected to·-se Without,\' 

.. 
officeholders.· '. ·I 

(CotJrl1lll. 11.H, ,, the ?rML)ANKtJ.&.e41 
Pootmuter Clentral • Pa...,_, . i,61, 

quleUy enaa,ld • at lht -~denh or-I 
dor In ._..n1111n, tho Dtm.,.,..lle Na- , 
tlonal Ceminrtwe, iodoy' liool i.ion him 
a C<ll!lmlti.t lllt allowl!II about a "'°" 
of memben who hold tlth!r if'P"lntt'rt 
or elactlYo olll"' CII'.ha n blen ·pncllclnl 
la.where. . . . . . , , 

QultUy 11,. DHI0Cr&Ue ehalnnan bu 
been ptactns •· ....,..11 .. _,-,cu aiartr. 
do"" u.. 1llt, lllller IP!IN>"IDI... dk• 
app,,mnc fll ■f!llllllnlilpe. . "1tht ... 
eanll"I •" tai. ~ ~ -"'"• I 
...... ~ not;natlalii. olbff Nlli· 
natlona are expoded. •. • 

_ Moat' tf !Ji• -•tlf' , . .,_btl, 
•1>o1111!11 .-... ...I,-i111e , °' --. 
cbotkod •1a1ot1 1ui-a,1cllt,, br Pa,r 
ley .. tar oullltde·tbt llmlWldnl aet·llt' 
Mr. R<MIIUeh. RocffiUy, llowner, tba 
Pnoldtnt· 1poke •talnat ,tllo t,roctlclt- ofIcommlttffmen ba•tna llw otlca here. 

en!\,.•i:,s::::;t 1C.~:•~~u""t~: 
, by Farley. lhowlnl 111&111 nam•of lb• 
now on thi eoaunlltft, but alto many

In•;.::·IIIIDNlf. )lr,I ln~lcai.d tiiat 
whtn be can 1111•IPllrtd ,... ·tbe Na­
tional C<IDUDltltlbl 'WWkl lib to di· 

~=~to Illa~~ 1'1111&:........,,.......... 
lo(is before tbe -ttlt t~eul"II 

~:..;,d:ri=~~=•N~~:...11nr:,n::: 

:~~1h:nt.::.i~~11h~=it .: ~•f: 
rtt1ln hll membenhlp while conducttnr 
law casu 11atn1t the Oo•ernment. here. 

The Pruldent wrote blm a letter. n· 
pr-tnr resret and addlnc: 

"I ,:~•U.•n;:.::•~:.-:~.b f:':f~ 
{: thll action.- It l1 .- to bue 
frlendo who ara•ao actu&tacl -, lllsb 
prlnclplN." • 

When lnclud1"'-.enn 9tD&i...t and 
Re~ntat1¥t1, who by, -t praetlco
1tw111 ban aened on naUOJ\1,1 party 
comml"°"'· Domoctallt neordl allow a 

~~:•~!/:,.p•~~'ta~n~1:1: 
•lect.l•e offlcee. . 

I The lollowtnc llat lllioft a1'o ._.,.It• 
• t.oemen who ha .. been 'pnctje1"'' law~::~=~t :•~ alto otherrtltcn~Uon• 

Ari.in-Mn. John C. (labtlla}
Oreenway, member •ot the HCIUII of 

Re8!~~~~imiai,, •oib.,.McAdoo. 
United lltateo 8enatbr. • 

w~~~'!=t n~ ~ie.tZ 
1 11:J"..= 

at Brldpport January 4. 
Dlatrtet of Columbia-John F. C<Jt. 

t.tllo. Wuhlnrton tawjer. 1 
Iowa-Robert F. Mitchell. ehltl Ju1-

tlce . of tbo lolPI Supreme Court. ,
Kanao -'- Dudley Doolittle, 1ener&I 

arent of tbe ·Parm LOan Board at 
Wichita and who maintained a law 
office In Wubl,iston. : . 

~11~~~"1 ~- lAml.. Unl"jd11 
Mlchl111>-Horatlo J. Abbott, ... 

pointed lnt.tmal ...,.onue colltetor !or 
Mlrht11n Jop11A17~~- .,, . : 

Mln..-et-Joo,ph "•• :~tnted 
tContln~NI on ~e 2, Colum1' 3.) \ 
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FARLEYCHECKING 
COMMITTEENAMES 

1 FOR NEW LIN!-UP 
(Dan~ Prom Pint Pap.)\ . 

collector lit Internal revenue for Min 
oota January 4; Mn. AJnea M. Hod 
appointed collector ol custom, at Ml 
nllpolll January 4. 

Mluourl-W. T. Kemper, temporarily
wtth the Rtconatructton P1nance Cor­
poration. 

K...- ....__ lan111r7•· 

'· ucf:'1:,':~· w~c;,t!~~m~'iie.~':: 
tlon announced January I.) 

Nebruka--Arthur P. Mullen, bu 
practiced law here. 

New Hampohlr-Robert Jaekaon, 

~=1~~,,:n"•~"iecr~~iJno':1 u~! 
committee • January e.) Vacancy on 
,roman membenhlp. 
m~~ber::;,~tco--Vancanc, bl woman 

New York-Vaconcy cauaed br death 
0

of Jo ~~ ~-::1e~acanc:, caUHd by:~•t•l:~;.of O. Max Gardner tn Oc­

North Dakota-Hector H. Perr,, IP• 

~ln~rth 
0~1:. 3~n~W.nr~3t•enue 

Ohl<>-Wllllam A. Julian, appointed 
m;_surer of the United Statea May 13, 

Puerto Rlc<>-BenJamln J. Borton. 

;r.:•n,i::u:~r~.wer~,:_or ,::':rlf. 
Whittemore appointed collector of eua-:::~~~•=:~Rico (mlJned u com-

pointed S.Cond Aulatant Pootmuter 
Oeneral and later Finl Aulltant. 

Tennetett-Kenneth D. McKellar,
United 8tatea Senator. 

m~~~e~he ciioa:l".:}'\.,:P.f;~~J 

&t General. Mn. Netue T17loe R<Ju com-
; mlttee vice chairman and membef from 
:! :rn•t~~it :r.~~~r ofdirector the 

Mtft,t~n W. Ew1n1, pracUctnr 
law here. . 

8t!7~•~.;;~~rr, P. ',rd, United 
Vlrrln Ialand-Woman member ,a. 

cancy. 
Weal Vlrirtnl-Herbert Flupatrlct.

~=n~:i. ~~r:~~=~co;:::-~:~.:: 
m;~O:e.a:~:et;;h C. O'Mahoney
United 8tatea Senator, prevlouoly ap:
pointed Finl AMl1tant Pootrnuter 

In th• opoclal tuuo ol commomora-
Un otampe. Durtnr Ibo fllcal ,._ 
thal ondlo on June IO tho aala of 
th- tutHI wtll bavo brouri,t 
'1,800,000 Into Ibo Treuury. IJ Ibo 
moat of lb- 1tunpa will not bl 
- ·for tba pNp&tmlDl of poot. 
.... thll IIWlt, ta Ylrtually 01-
,rottt. 

In poetoffloea lbrourhout tho 
. -,aU7, _.rdlns to Clinton B. 

l:llonbel'IOr, Third .Aealltant Poll,. 
inutor Gonoral, Ill cbarp ot Fod-
oral pootara ltamj, acllYlty, thou-

pooltlon Hl of 1181, which doplctld 
Ibo 4l1cover, of .Amorlca by 0.­
lumbu,. It con1latod of -n 
<lenomtnaUona, ranrtnr fro1111 oont 
to M, .Amonr Ibo oubJooll 1bown 
...... th• landlns of OolumbUI, bla 
flaphlp, bla fllll, Columb111 ... 
llolllnr aid f?0ID habllla, Colum­
bUI at La Rablda, I•balla pltclr-
tnr har Jewola, Columbua Ill chain&, 
&114 finally the P ltamp !lbowtn, J 
a )Ort.rail of Columbua. 

JIJatoryP...-,... ' 
Tho next .,... tbo ·Tran•Ktael• 

aandl ol 11la of ntw leauu aro 1lppl "Omaha" 11rlu of. UM. Ill 
llotnr told to colloctoro, brtnrtnr In, nine denomlnallon1, fto111··1 eanl 
It 11 Nllmatld, $1,000,000 for lb• to f2, ptcturd Karquotte on Ibo 
:,oar. Tho Nol of tho $1,800,000 Klululppl, P'rimont In tho Roell7 

..Utnr •-i. that brourht tho 
Nltlaro of Kal')'lan4 to Ibo Lowarc~:P•::-.:~::.n =~m:::~::: 

u, 
II,
be 
l"I 

~ 

Will com, from 1p1elal 1tampa 
bolnr told by Ibo pbltat,Uc arency 
wblcb tho Poatolllc• Departmont 
malntalno at Wubln,ton to bandlo 
Ibo commomoratlva tuuo ■• 

lAat year tho lllo ■ .of commtlDO-
nUvo tuuea by the phllat,11• 
apnoy amountld to only fl02,11t, 
but Ibo preaont flocal Y- •bowl 
a tars• lncNIN, '712,11211 haYlnr 
...,. Ibo nr,ira up to Kq 1. Tho 
apnoy'1 llalea of commomoratt•• 
INUN ha•• troblocl In Iba lut its 
,._.., No promlu111 lo ah..,....S for 
tho apoclal ltampa, 

'l'llno I- Tb.laY..... 

llo tar thl1 y.ar ~r Gin­
.... Far111 hu brourt,t out lbrN 
irpoclal ........ Tho flrll WU Ibo 
--1Je4 IIOOD4 Byrd - Of 110,• 
000,000 1tamp.,_blu1 thno-eantora, 
1014 only tn 1hllla of Ills. Tho nm 
lplClal IIIUI .... tho NCI Maryland 
Toreont•n..,. 1tunp, ptcturlnr tho 
Ark and Iba Dovo, tho dlmlnutln 

Potomac. Th- etampa woro told 
ln41Yl4ually JUi4not In aboete. 0a 
tbo hNla of Iba Maryland otamp 
cam, lb• Kotbor'• Day ldue. 

Tho pro1TllrD of Ibo Poatmutar 
Gonoral for ■JH!Clal 1tampa 4Urln&' 
th• Nmaln4or of 198' comprl1M 
thNI 111\JOI, Th• flnl wtU bl a 
uUonal park aerlu, lo bo to\. 
lowed by the Wl-naln Torconto­
narJ otamp In ml4111mmor and by a 
Proal41ntlal Nrlea In Mrly Wlntar, 

Tontalln ptua tor the national 
,ark NrlN approYocl by the Pott-:~=;muter Oonoral eontamplate otampe 

In ranrtna In 4•-lnaU011 from 1 to 
lo· 10 -i. tor aacb of ton 6f the 
U ,,,_.u. I>ota111 of color, 4ialin _and 
~ ute ot tint 11a111are IIIOl ytll com­

ploted. Th• ftnt tuu •WIil llo a 
Oll..,_Dl 1tamp la, bOllor OI the 
T-mlto NaUonal Park In C&ll­
fornta, 4eptctlnr tb• famoua D 
Capitan. 

J:ach ol the otbor nlno atampa 
1rlll picture an oulltan4tnr natural 
feature of tho park npnHnted. 
'l'h11 Will be Grand Canyon N.,_ 
Uonal Park. 2 ,::onta; Mount Jlalnlar 
NaUonal Park; I cant.; M- Verde 
National Park,, cant.; Yollowaton• 
NaUonal Park, II cont.; Zion Na­
Uonal Park, Utah, I c,nll; Acadia 
National Park, Kaine, T cont.; 11► 
•uola National Park, California, I 
eonla; Glacier NaUonal Park, Mon­
tana. 9 cont., and Great Smoky 
Mountain■ National Park, North 
Carolina and T•nn-. 10 cente. 

Tho Wltconllll lltuaf. 
The flral 1tamp of tho national 

park HrlH will probably ro ODWI 
tn Jun,. The plan of lb, Poltmu­
lar o,noral II to put all ten out be­
fore mldaummar, havlnr tbom 
ready -ly enourh to capltaltu 
tho tourlal trek Into tho W oil. Thl1 
are upoctocl to appeal to tho noa­
Uonlal. 

Tho Wlooonaln Torconten&r7 
.tamp Will bl a kont laaut In c­
m-raUon of tbo aploraUono In 
tho Wlaconaln COIIDUT by JIU 
Nloolot. Tho final Nrlu of Ibo :,oor 
will bo a Ht of llampa oocb bell'­
lnr an on1T&Yed porlrall of • -
14ant. Out about Deeomber, lbll 
laauo Will roplaeo tho prtNnl Prlll­
donllal 11rl11. Blnco tho flrat Amor­
lean rovCmmenlal ■ tamp ■ were S. 
auocl, tho United 8talH alway■ bu 
done honor, In ttl resular tnue ■, 

to Wuhln,ton, Franklin and to 
alzte,,n Pre1ldent1 beeldeo Wub­
ln,iton. 

Kount•ln1, and other Wutern 1ub­
Joel,. A chronotortcal btator, of 
.America, portrayed In plcturo1 of 
ltrlktnr or outetan4tnr ovanll, la 
onvt.,...ed In Ibo pictorial etampe of 
all lb• lptClal MrlH tuuld by tho 
Pootolftca Dopertmont rr- time 
to ttm,. 

The Pu-American Nrlea of 1101, 
al tbo limo of the Butta!• l:zpoat­
Uon, pictured a rall1N1' train, an 
automobllo, a oteekrab. llrld,-, 
canal loek1 and an - oteun­
1btp. Tho Loulalana PurobaN -
rlM or llCK Included fin 4onoml-

allon,. o_n,ICIM pictured Jtob-
ort :R. lJYlnpton, • Amorlou Ktn­
!at•• to l'ranqo, con4uottar n,,... 
llatlon1 for U.. tout.iana purchue. 
Tho Jamulowll Nrlea ot 1IOT 
ahowld Captain John llmllh, ~­
hontu and U.. lan41nf of tho ad· 
nnturera at J1.1111itowa. 

In 1809 cam, tho Alultan-Yukon­
P&clflli ·~nt lllamp · With 111 
portrait of WUIIUII H. lllowar4 . 
Thi Hudaon-l'nltoD tw-•nt otamp 
ot 1908 had for Ill oonlral doetrn 
a picture abowtnr tbo B- and 
Ibo Pallaa4u, wttb tbo Halt Koon 
-.miir up tb• rlvir t.nd lllo Olol­
lllont llaamtna la tho oppootte 41-
NCtlon. Tha Pan&m.,.Pactflo 10-
rlea of 1112-11 oh°'"' Balbo&, the 
Pant.Illa Oanali tho . Ool4• Gata 
and Iba 4taconl')' •ot Baa l'nll­
otaco Bay. 

110 ...... ,1-. 
Tho Vletol')' u.-t>l otamp, la­

ould In 1118-to ~ tho 
on4 of lb• World.War, p,_tod 
a olalldlns ftrure of l,l\11rt7 V\o, 
torloyi, With a bacqroull4 of flap 
of Am•rlC!- 'tnn~ ~4; ttai,,
and Bell!Wll, •• ' • 

The lbNI ~ ToroonUIIU)' 
llampa Ill mo·t.ea&uNt U..'Jilar, 
flo:nr, lllo 1an4lna of tho PUrrtma 
an<I lllo 1lplnr or tho -pact. 
other laauu ..,.,. tho Bllponot,. 
Walloon Tll'OllltllW'f • :,rtoe ot 
1ffl; tba i-tn,toa.Colloord eom­
momoraUn I.au• of inl; tho 
Nono-.Amorloan otamp of 1811; tho 
JCrlc-n r1,......,t -orlal atamp 
of JJ21, and tbo Batu, ol. White I 

Platna two-cont otamp of 1ne. Th• 
laltor'1 central vlp.U. lho'tnd la 
action a run CNW of four mon lfl 
Contlnantal uniform. 

Aa •. 1poclal tribute to . Colonel 
Cbarlu A. Llndborp.'1 non-otop 
fllrht from Ntw York to Parta, a 
ntw ton-cont ■Jr mall otamp wu I► 
1ued In placo of th• curre11t 411111 
air mall e~p of JJ21. j 

Tho Bul'IO)'llo eampalrn two-cont 
1lamp wu laouecl In 1t27 to -
memorate Iba batUe1 In lffl of Fort 
lltanwls, Ortakany, Bonnln,ton and 
Baratora. It c111tral 411trn wu lbo 
1urr1n4er of ~•ral Burr0701. Ill 
tbe um, ~-• Ibo two-o.tt 
Vermont ~1-MIIDlal • llamp, 
plcturlnr a Clfton Mountain "°7 In 
bucluJkln tu~ OIi hta rifle. 

ThoNi have bom 1111&11)'other epo­
clal ....... ID NOODt ,....., amonr 
lbom lhi Vallay J'orp, Hawallu, 
Molly Pltobit and Tbomu Aln 
ZdllOll elUIJII, Thoro woro~ 
taauu to mark the :hlW'D&tlonal 
O1:,mplo Winter o.mea, tha :IIIOlh 
annlvanuy of Iba arr!Yal Ill Amll'­
loa of WIiiiam ~nn, lbl arrlnl of 
O,lelborpo In Goor,la. lbo UOlb 
anntv,,....,. of tho laluanoo of tho 
Proclamation of Pu•, and Ibo 
Century of Prorrou J:spolltlon. 
Other lnuH lnctu4e4 tbe NRA 
e1111rs1ocy poetar• ·,tamp, the 
Oral Zeppelin ,tamp and tbo Byrd 

l.ltllt11 Arnulr.11. t1ta.mp. 

https://Arnulr.11
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the 

__ ~ 

variated 
Many times in 1111athe course of hie rg• lill'I& h••h 

has 
»s.!SJ,)Fi career~Big Jim Farley 1-,t- arched hie ample bosom 

and proclaimeds"B•ye you got me wrong." ~ny times also " 
have friends or enat!lies a:u: 1,41125 likltitA!zU t :• 

c ,__~ ~ 
froma 7 brura with Jim' e rough-and-Tuznbl h s ••al 

thing. 

retreated 

Al Smith . was among the ftret to ~et Jim wrong. 

When Al appointed him to a place on the New York 

Athletic Commission in 19241 he did so with the eeoret oelief that 

Jlm was just a small-town youngster :f'rom up..etateAhonest, well­

intentloned but dumb. 

Al didnt know hie Farley. 

Farley was the third member on the 00I1U:1ieeion, the other 

two being William Muldoon, the late athletic promoter 1 and George 

F.Brewer 1 a Brooklyn lawyer, who was chairman. Within a few 

brief months 1 howevar 1 Jim not only was doing all the talking for 

the Commission but had annexed the cha.irmanehip. 

\'he latter he executed in the oest tradition of Tammany Hall. 

One Friday there w:te a meeting of Commission at which were 

present only- Meseare I\_Muldoor
0 

n_d 3hen it adjourned the 

Co!!lmieeion had a new Chair?!IB.n-Mr.Farley. 

the sports writers afterwarde,"that it would be wise to rotate the 

chairmanship," pt~ A~l4-I---~~ 

JIX..ohalrma~\~w~O_:fli II Mi 15 g w.w &Hlad, 

"It a_>pears at they took advantage of my absence~ 
~ 

25zl &ail•·•'he regular meeting dq of the Coilll!liesion ie Tuesday. 



• 

Priday session are only informe.16 Wllese I call a special. meeting 
~ a. •~ ~ ~ ~ .

and I ca.lbed such meeUn-:,:e:.;:•_"_;..: ______no __ I I_'-;--~------ _ 

-!n •• • • Big Jim assured 

"I have only the h{ghest regard for Mr.8rower and the 

manner in which he discharged the duties of hie office." 

. That was the List t1 :e the chairmanship tic3'to.tad. There-

• after, as the ,1uestion was ra iaed el'\ch year, Jim explained 'to the 

• preses 

"Boys ~e've got a new rule now. We are not rotating the 

chairmanship anymore.• 

And it was not until four days before ha took the Ao}~.......:,..... 

of offlce as Postmaster Gen8'"al of the Unlted States~ --;;;r,;,.~ 
relaxed his strangle hold on the boxing commission. 

That was seven years after Al 

~~Ven Jim .,hie firi...;:n?ortant boost up the 

pol LU cal leader and 1-. D I '•$ I J Jt, should. have known 

better. 

https://informe.16


"It appears they 

r meeting 

Tuesda7. 

special 

mnner 

took advantage ot my a ence," 

day ot the Comlll:ission s 

s are.only informal, unless I call 

. oa1-f!sµcili a ~• , I 

....--• ..-..0 ..... nl~~ h;;•~egard tor Mr ._Br:mer -· and the 

duties•" 

" 

---t 

time the chairmanship 

e question was raised 

rule now. 

-e--fl...-rt1tm_..,,.....~ 

cla 

chai 

• Jim-:'""5~­
lain: 

pian-

ic masterm.inds---who. 
got him wrong. 

~ ' -
J1m,~r1sen to the eminence ot New York State 

Chairman, had embarked on a dash across the oountrz., 

~tensibly, ;l;be besi.111 u•• tor _the purpose ot attending a national 

convention ot his beloved Elks in Seatt!!) ~tually, 1 ta m1SB10il 

~-- to launch the "Roosevelt tor President" boom. 

In twenty days Farle7 covered nineteen states. He met, 

slapped ~n the back'!:.e1ohanged stories witl' l iaii1i • hundreds 
""-.. ~ 

ot state and local leaders, trom governorsA national committeemen ~ 
. ~ 

_... state chairmen)\ district captains. At the Elks' round-upJ"the 

tamous B.P.o.R. greeting, "Hello,Bill,, became "Heilo,Jim"• He was 

•indetatigabf;' kAt;~1 1 E~~rywhere and to everyone he 

spread the Messianic word, "There 1s magi• in the name ot Roosevelt". 



(f) 

realffeH•ea ~=~::= m~• Jim's trawlling salesinan 

methods were highly ~ng. They watohed his tactics with disdain-

tul smiles. 

. ".Tu.st a lking delegate, an Elk at heart," was the 
ord ~~=4 ~ l,,¼,,_.;tw. 

A 7ear la~e at the Chicago convent1on 1 

. . 
~---•• balloon, the anguished Smith-Raskob-Shouse coterie realized 

too late that it is the early "bird", with a heart ot an Elk and a -'I~ . 
. . fl- • ~~-J 

glad-hand mounted on ball-beai;!:~J!: garners the delegates. ~~.-:rll-.. 
. ~ '(ti',c-c, 1'1"-' :l-__ 

In the two years ~at he1ias he•i iewn the triple role ~• 

ot Postmaster General, Dem.oc~N ional Chairman, and New York 

State Democratic Chairman~ ot the dettest and most resouroetul . . ~-r.~ 
politicians •ho bes 21 Ju 1 in the.White House, many others have 

Ja 'B.~L ~ tl..t'f-::j?
01r;;;::1"11:--~~e--Jlaa'...b '° enounced as a 1ie•1 QlU! 

.aebem r an&hard-boiled machine politioian)aai fer be1rs a bungler 

and incompetent, tl,epa J a rapacious spoilsman and ruthless 01vil 
. , ~L 

Service wrecker ~ 7 f • oold-hearte~ w6•-1Psl6611& just rewards 
_, 0- ..---:a:-=-~'=" -,,e.__.A_""-""'~~p,-

deserving Democ~ats, WrlUfZ 1 a a ~eep-dy-ed Tory" 
,_ ~•--.J; ~ ~ F\ "4 

soampe2',118 e1,ont ti:li"o~FY: end •• tew]d a.ta• his otticial duties~,Z-

'JaQ:a••*•••~1Y here 1s4 ~.~,~. 1i1 ■ 1at ot 

truth in some ot these charges. Despite an occasional liberal~ 



±ln•~••d speecb•--writter some«.bin ►• Q►••*.,. Ill.•►•*~.., 
..-V• ghost write':;z/J!:~ strange to ~Ups as 11q~Wb~~~~ 

never touches---~o more a New Dealer than that :e.;;?;:,,h•• 
adulator of big business. i11•e,e1; et 911 511!111Daniel Calhoun Roper. 

That he is a devotee of that guiding.Tammany tenet, "to the victor 

belong the spoils", and that he has made "bulls", Jim would be the 

last to deny. 

But granting-~he truth of all these charges,--~ 

still miss the real point regarding Jim and his pJ a11 nai function 

in the Roosevelt machine. 

Jim P'arley is the President's trigger man. t, L~ ~ 
• • ~ 1a his job to do the political stroll6-arm1DSA\~ 

«;hi-jacking it.; -:-Presid~nt of the United States ca~ afford 

Soi;,iiz!!yto sully his hands 'ttii:t1R
\ • it;~ 

Does Ed P'lynn, •1111?; shrewd a•-• Tammany oza _. 

s~:,:e-at& :m the Booseve1b gabor11&•01ta1·aao1•t, convince 

the ts CP••• of the pa»*'••n desirability ot. pr~+ns the map•• 
• ~.W..Mfd ~~~-~ ~ 

I\M,-....lsa.~w!~l~e ecti~!.!:. t~•lf!: z;_ot~:~~ -~Gtiardia, - n it fal s to ,_.___.. 

p ...... launc he candidaof of a "Holy Joe" McKee,~~',-N°'~ 

uncomplainingly on his bald pate the barrage of derision and cat-

calls when the sordid scheme tal.~brough. • • 
1 

Does P'ranklin Roosevelt, angered at y- Bronson cuttiDSS 

<Qyi@e D blunt-worded criticism cf his veter~cllc:y, c 11i 

41aodeil)' brush aside old personal ties and eilail~t1 tu Sc ••d 

~ve the sign for the ~¥.'.?f.l tzl l New Kexicarcapitatio~ 

lhen it is up to Jim toG~he guillotine. , 
This does not mean that Jill found theseL and sundry 

othe:;,.:trong-arm jobs distasteful. 

P'ar from it. 



l\tter, 

~~veryone ..a...,.IIAliiWIMili81l 

s 

ounce 

the 

He was ot one mind with his close pal, Ed Flynn, in 

trying to torpedo LaGuard1a .. And •j;~~uankly admitting the 

gr ervioes r ohiet b~ting in the 19~c~~ 

ri~ th l i~ 1••te»ae~e 

811.f' i tJ.ne\ 31I. 1- 1 ! 

a statesman he may 

on the Fusion 
r 

w,. 

mayoralty candidate the Progressive Re,ublioan senatorial 
r''\ __ ~~,--,(~~ ~~t-'~~·4. 

nominee ► r,,A,Ni<I I .,.• .., 

- That JI& 4.i4-

ant t 1 ~ 
ha~protessed to be other 

than what he s---a machine What he has doneA. and 

will continue ot the Rossevelt 

regime, he has d~ne -~--~e--~lm!!B=:a~ tull cognizance 

and approval 

-----~~-:Whe;;;::;n~~e~li;re:s;.i~d~entand Jim are in Washington, 

dri~ to his ottioe in the 

"op ha\" limousine,~es not 

fk~_i_t_e_H_o_u.,_ ___ vate conterence with 

morning~ 

stop at 

a_b~r_f_e;,_t_;:,.p_r_i 

who Jias watched the New Deal at close range 

and also that Ji\never makes an important political 

own initiative. 

Behind his suavel 

ot· tat", as Jim 

tigure ot 
. 
Franklin 

' 

The voice is the voice ot·Farley, but the hand is the 

President. 

.,,.,,,.,.'f 

Ro 

oomed 6-teet-2 bulk---"with 
~ ~----



'a 

'1'ftttt,ho we oer, is not the re al BrUX or , 

!hat he die eo,however, le totally i!!lm8.ter1al. 

Jamee Aloysius Farley never has pr fessed to be other 

than what he is- a machine politician. What he has done and will 

continue to do as long e.e he is a member of tha Roosevelt regime 

has been~ the full cognizance and approval of the President. 

Jim is too wise a pol1ttc iai ever to plpz:ynxail••~•11•,e:1111:i!ie•*•ltx 

("ft ■ ZJ10Yiji,x±rih&ll2Jtat:i:•~ stray very far from the home base. 

And every morning t ~the ~r.ixLiiit~gtQwzfba■ zaa?t> drives to 
,I, • r111r..-,. • 

work in the famous ntop hat" limousine of his _,redeceeso:) finds 
~¢,w~ 11'\•~ • 

Deal w that behind the d»wtests hulking six-feet-two of James 

Aloysius stands th~ver-preaent figure of Franklin Roosevelt. 

The voice is the voice of Farley. The blame is heaped 

on the head of FRrley. But the hand is the hand of the 

President. 

*** ••• 

him stopping a re fast conference with thQ...chief.

~~_.4':=:iv~-~ 
of the New 



Jim Farley ie richly endowed by nature for the exalte~ if 

eometlmee bloody role which he now occupie 

e hae an iron conetitltion, imperturbable good nature, a 

genius for mnking friends and a highly mobile sense of 

consistency. 

seldom are two ~ndividuale more directly opposite tin 

pa.st background ~nd present outlook than the President and hie Trigeer 
eon ot a doting and aristocratic 

Man. While ?ranklin Rooeeve a en~ p
;> 

famil 

ll 

Groton,taken to Europe by a tutor in the eumme~and subjected to 

the rigors of Harvard, young Jim wae thro~ ~ o~i~~own. ~b-
At the a~e of.eleven, hie father, a saloon-keeper,~ Jim 
~ ~ 
;auc£:a ltd wi.U• U;i.g aoJa ei# helping hie mother support a large

I lt-ood gf -~~d ete•u• .. In the yeare that followed, Jim 

managed to get a little high~echooling and several night t~ at 

a bueineee college, but it was all dHe •U• •n @? ) 

otf:' 1:uzzo ~~ e,J ~ ~ ~ ~.._ 

~ ~ \,.- J;.... ~ ~ ~· 

11\l~~E>:37'3.L SS:3~d 

liimduioJ ,1qo~-'1d1JJ81z!LlDIBOl 



AR£> T 

Many ti~ee in hie varl~ted 

Parley has had occasion to sa71"Boys, 

Many others/ aleor-though soma of 
Sa:J' so­
uaitxtt, have had occasion to 

them wo •d to 

Jim wrong. 



insert P 6 a. 

No ._local political leader ie too insignificant for him r . Jim 
to neglect. A year after ~eating hin,• will be able to/ ii ill 

slap him on the l:e.ck, call him by his first name, and. inquire after 

the wife and kids. During the interva~Jim will have written him 

half a dozen letters-he wrote 700,000 during the Roosevelt campaign-­

all signed in ereen ink and all signed "Sincerely,Jlm." 



V 
Pro ba.blz no two individuals could be more directly 

past 
opposit"&-tn "'baclq~round 

of eleven .. ~ 

l and 

b,uei r oe"'"""c n 

he was not helping to support his mother 

Sven if Jim's ed .. cational o~>portun 1ti.es hi'l.d been 

greater,however, he never would have 18?2&:te1@PJ1Lfl,ii9'miiM• 

made the President' e Brain .,rust. ·He is not buLt that way. Erudition 
' 

is not his line. -Book learning, the intrlcacies of economics, finance, 

statecraft he 19aves to others. When he has a speech to make, there is 

always a ~ijost writer to do the authoring~1till:~~"""••-._•.i.J.~.·
Jinµx . 0 
tz 121 a ttljecte some rikab ol hf§ b!?il ii £th d!aastiBL! r tl ear.es. 

Jim's reading le confined to newspapers, althoueh last year when he 
~ 

·.vent aoroad 2 ._..__.. vacation he did ta~ with him several book~ 

including an exce lent econo ic history of the United States. Whether 

he found time to read them,hovever, 

neither Jim nor his conver ation since then h· ve disclosed.· 
( 

Only in one res)ect have the President and his 'Prigger Man 

anything in common. In persuasive ~eniality and ingratiating 

politics. 

perhaps surpasses, 
frienilioess rivals. 

/ 

His press conferences, always largely attended, aro the most inforl!.lB._1 

frank and ~•,w ■ i~ good-natured in the Capital. Jim twiM......_ 



not heeitat 

tttk& 

• He reads &¼pet every 

$with~ 

1, 

affects no pose and ta ks the newe 

thing written about him and doee 

with anyone _b., ~~l• 

~t ,ood hwor.,_t.'lm' 110 Otfo ban 

"That,"eaid Jim one day to a corre?e~ onden~ who had nj>);ed the~ ! _., ,_.,.- . _,, ~ • la _..,,, .... ~ 
~~ 4 ) 

the belt. 1 

"Jim,"replied the correspondent,"1our belt ie eo wide we cant 

te:l where it begins or ends." 

a or 

The nal!le Farley ie derived fro a •etrange 
II lib "8s 

eight,"a description 'Which Jim doee not entirely deserve except when 

he _-t eits mta~b~x in his ornate new office of carved walnut ~ -, Ml1,..J.u~~r:-'1-
. 

~,,,,_ 
panels, chewing glll1 with a rythm ianeurpe euli by the fountain 

in the courtyard outside. On the desk in front of him is a picture 

of the Postmaster General taken when he was only ~ yaars old .-, ~ -6t,• 
"Presented to Jim,hirneelf, in ~emory of hie hair,Franilin 

D .Roose Y'el t. n 

no,_ 
\Jim's i-tren orsRtm ts Ult moat sata,m.dtug rsa,w a 

Jim has the physique and stamina af a stevedore and 

adorns it with no jewelry of any kin~- not even an Elk 1 e tooth. 

In the pa.st four years he has subjected to it to the strain of 

1 tcatYlSl&IUR US D constant barnetorning,by train, 

automobile, and airplane-which he does not like- with no effects 

upon either his hea 1th or good nature. .lf'l'I~\ di ,Qir-:::-r«4i'ieot111•ehhe-01~aa~trr1hroM011·1111rg~b•-=a1:t11a:1 -iril'lnfflft 

u ►; JJi I;;; of gps~ Jir!i neither drink.a nor smokes, oat ho~ 

hands out packages of chewing gin as •he ordinary politician hands 
wanted to know 

out 1fic f cigars. In reply to a school~y who .nMzWll•••••••••s 

"what pa.rt chewing gum played in your success," Ji~ cl I i 



e. 
wrotea 

nnear Johna I dont lalow whether gum played an:, part in my success 

but I know it X, not .a ret.ardi.p~f'actor~" 

T,thia, .1'MMan-ote backs 

"!.vassistant princi~l said chewing gum ·.ms a bad habit, 

that no glt!l chwwer cou::.d sueceed. I read your Lt t ··r in· cl ea.~.,allP 

Jim and his wlte took one fling at Washington society. 

after inauguration day, but couldnt make a goo~ it. Since then 

Mrs.Farley has moved be.ck to Ne;.)rk f l Ip tJtA I PI lh 1 U:Uiy, 

C- er,aclal_J:!O µ 1 1na. She could~ even ~he twelve-room 

apartment which the Hayflower Hotel once rented to Vice President 

Curtis tor $100 a montht So Jim now occupies a modest three-room 

suite and tra.Farley comesa down from New York only on state 

occasions. 

Ae a joiner ~~rmer ecretary of Labor, Jamee J.Davte. 

~e tureJ if-, ~ght of OolUJpbu!) ._ also l a .Ked,T:a.n,and 
P, 

an Eagle. 11 ix Hie real love,ho ,ever, is the B.B,0.E,
' 

-lax Ct ho . ~ 

~EseentiallY- Jinj.s small town alg"° < the_,) we 
a big town gag, tij"15i at e 

"" be I I\ \....!:~~=-I rea 
newspapers from Rockland County and takes tham n Sunday. And he does. 

It was Rockland County and the Grassy Point ...,.ball team which first 

gave Jim ~is start in politics."Stretch" Farley, 21-yaa.r old 

first baeema~becaI!le one o~ the baseball heroes of thi twon and 

cashed in on that popularity by being elected town clerk. 

For a Democrat and an untried youngster in a rock-ribbed 

Republican stronghold this was no small KK&Jl:l2ll0ZiBR!Z111CUZ 

variah n 



, 

,,,,~ 

- ..~ __. ,,_,,___~ .. '~·-:±!' ~ 
Ce Jl...JJ 1 ~ tba dlstri 1.9 lilB Eh at 

I 
:.a: or l'fo chi:tetening, wedding funeral or public funct on 

J 
as without Jim' e towering hulk. No on!} tn Um dh bi :1:£4, regardless 

of Party called Upon Jim for a favor in vain. 

'l'}ftl,,methodeitr·urells ■ dxsr 11eed e; •%'!;}' ;tt:Jt.:. ~• 
e::Jt;f..Poet,,..ster General of he United Bta~-in the 22a1 

~ 
Statecraft~ rel".18.inltl consistently in the oo.ckgr.ound. Jim 4111111;serve.( 
"- • I .,:rl1li~ 

Qll,,8 term in the New ¥erl1 t I legielature-~the courage to vote 

for a state wet law, which cost' him hie ee:t at the next election. ~ -f(._t... 
• ol lla¥e 

ii!!:P~••••~jadl!llt'lu~sA.l!il!INIJjll::=lft•t!t•plQiecoA¥faced I1m thet eteteoreft wee act 
• -C.n••I!' ,_JJ~· ~ ~ 

Q:;L,.ii?lill?Mieha.22iir1i1:-.:.. ~~••h•• carefully eschewed it~ ~r.a••nllllil•±••••• has 

J1m.litera'ly rose to political eminence on a flood of 

free passes. 

lliu ls111i::g so 

His chairrllanehip of the boxing commission carried no 

salary,ali11• ■ a I I t111 but when 1t cane to rewarding his friends, Jim 

~made the life of the fight-pronoter one of' c0netant anguish. 

Por one big bout he passed out &,o,oooworth of fr e tickets, causing 

the late Tex lckard to complains 

nJim,you give me be.ck the 'Annie Oakleye' and I'll give 

you the fight. n 

. Pree passes for the boys bae ;.c~~aj~ssion with~ 

~lcago convention loo ,,:f!t;qt,;.:.:_:. f.Z:.-~s E :-,1,-
., ·t1t-.. CL, r:::- Oor Rooezre.t ? ,_,,.,(,-1..;...,.,

666 ~vote~--• ,.-..,,ass 

desconsolate. A friend-,f~im ~•• ■ ab• 
corridor 

pacing ~1-~tz--1~5~up and down a~ in the rear of the convention 

~ hall tried to console him. 
f\. 

1 nThings look kind of tough!"he asked. 



••• • •• 

,o. 

"I'm in a bad spot, "confessed Jim. "The boys from out in the 

states ha•e nocked to town to.see the ohow. ri:a---nt.... tickets~ 

there juet arent an.,vw•lli.otax But I cant tell them tbat.I cant 

disa ,paint the boys. I dont know what to do." 

ltQlUic&l1¥, 
fttitzxd::qz There ta no question that Jim Farley 

has his eyes on l>igger an)i better things. Anyone who sees him sitting 
/ 

on the floor of the dxhzx State Legieinture at Albany, au¼t•& 
steering•*••dictating legielat as if he were the Huey Long of New York 

instead of Post1;?eter General, or anyone who watches the way he 
the award State and City 

( dictates everr minor piece'of in New York, can see 

eyes on 

than thie - to 

demonstrated in hie 

ite 

Some eay also 

further House in 1940. 

x■ but meteroic careerJim has 

Jim takes hie spectacular rise in politics as a matter of 

~ Sil~IC•-tr"",""1•ra"ll~.,.~--_,,_.,./i%s?o~~ 

course. 111,et be H,#~ hie business career, 

Drop one word t~ Jim about hie record ~ 
Department 011• .. ••-•or about his organization of the ng 

mtericals industry and he will purr like a kitten. 

F~l• henrt a. IU Op -11.m coneld,"r• hi!!aelt 

jbuslnese executLve of rare - glft• anl' •m;:@:.t••io 
Gypsum, an essential ingredient in mixing plaater,was 

the UniV'ersal 

and Com1any, d..9 - i.&.-MO 

The hand that wae eo faclle in winning votes,.-

mailto:m;:@:.t��io


dfzsnr t J:, was equally adept at selling gypsum. Aleo the building 

business seemed to have an irresietaple and profitable attraction 

for polit_icianeJ~mpor·tant builders fo cl themselves bJ137ing farley ~-
V5~~--'> ~ • 

cememnt, and l'arley plaster, and Parley eanel,_ out the f~ _ 
1 

tlme t::-- I h be captur:j<he chalrnanshli> of the Ne~ York ,::iu, ,.,_ ti~ 
State Democratic National Committee, JJ.aho found hie cor,pany ~~,. 

absorbing all seven other building supply companies in N~w·York City. 

T ~1'he new concern bore the 1m.JOsing name of General 

Bui-dare S~ Corporation, James A.Farley, president and chief owner. 
vJ :o what extent 

W.~111811r'1:Tiee~un~vvia~ryinggood fortune of General 

Builders Supply Corporation was dependent upon the increasing 

political prestige of Us ,resident ie no·t a au ,r which is 
~- ... 4--.& 

entered on its books. But it ia not without ·1.=, -t~ the 
~ 

coupany continued to do a co}{fortable business throughout the 

depression desr~e~ the construction industry 

was one of the sove1ool efdoe,.._ in t~c?untry.
°r/Jt ~~(;~·~ ~~ ~?urv4-, {.fien( ay,~en IN:ml•• 3?.ihe reigns,.:~;;;;c 

Iof - •'.leneral Bui ldere Suppl~t her-lo-la~, Harry Flnnegan, il., c.,,..u,... • 

,. continues to prosper. 

ta Pul •els a I nil 

As administrator of the nation's postal system; Jim 

<=iiiia1~& ■ s ■ z£r1.S!ig:. takes pride in the ;.)elief that he 1a set ting tkaxaame 
t:f'icient eervio 

....-,c a high-we. tar-mark for _,,.,..,._iitoliM..,...-nndactual :'ro.f'it. The oath 

of office wae etill warm on hie lips when he announced hle intention 

of taking hie Department out of the red. 
in 6abinet m-etingeJ

Since thenFhru ••-•1t frequent lYl9YAsbrz eHpnode:zafx 

,a•11H ■ DUC1:5QIJ[tdU:t.amlzaflftwisa1H191,t point?, with pride to the profi~oA!:re"' 
., JI "? 
~on special etamps ealee. ... ..• 

11
:::x;:.i 

once Y""'V>"""~ 
~ •Wh~not the !?::or Department, "he pFQtw ■ •d 

•\e~ ~t;il::i~:~.~£-2ilxiiu£abz£Hxbikll1tlds.n 

fr~ for hunting licenses on the national dorialnt" 



- -

Parle~ st!UIQ' sales have made money, llji&iQ!ii tl"'!'--,--~·---haV'e caused more poirticlli "l'l"CJ'Ert-n-a""'n~h:-=8-\'l'OU!atit~it. •- . • . . -J-trlte 
Jt ' C: . > ~ ~ ~ ~I).,~

tt.,'fr;:ltri;. has turned ,9 t::on t• lan, -:;•: ot&l!d bu pi tut ■ J0 a•• • "'dJMllll._____out 
1 

~ (he National Park¼ xi )• the_Ma.J'yland and Wisconsin Te~c;.entenniale,~
T .. ~~"'-- ~,-A 

k• the Byrd Antarctic Expedition tlm::::IRlf ~-~ 

~,;:·---· ""'~::~44~ l!IR!---i.a ~"a ha, z1111 

tssaa 
tt b~ It is.true that the 

Kosciusko, aroused eo~e resentment from good German-American voters, who 
special ~J 

had to be a,)peased by pr~mi.se r£ a~raf' ·zeppelin ete,q\ but 'J ■u•••~ Jt /,,,,{.L ✓ 

by and large Jlm' s ealesmanehip was eo good ~7 6 1;::::iO.A '.ff ;:f 
~ " _Jd) • ~ ~ t,w ~ 

po~Pti P't,,:;::ii .. LH:, ;;~ (_ ~11 ~ ,:r .. _...:..i. •" 

Another ta t t.=1t1or Jim onc:::,;c hie • l . ~---;, ~ 
e al e:f'ticiency. He pointed out that 

being received by the Poet Off'lce 

ire19e• hut~ from other gov3rnment department~c::'i .. , ••• 11ua:12Jy 

acleh OfJ& l J+e asked for greater care in addressing ,envelopes. 

The President sug~eeted that Jim prepare some figures 1111on 

L~ !tjJ..•~
this , and a ,veek later li"i7 with hie reporti--:wllI t h>Z em bha 

•• fo •t-
...a.a.1,.-J::: _ 

stemp com.~emorating the Polish hero, General 

·en era 

were 

Jim read the first time. As he neared tha 

bottom he hesitated,bluehed, finally blurted out the fact that hie 

own uepartment had mis-addressed more ma.11 than any other. 

In ordar to balance hie budget, Fartey ~ introduced a 

policy of ruthless and frenzied economy. ?ereonnel was cut to the 

bone and. 'forked to the limit. Deliveries were reduced. Public service, 
for 

consideration P\the \'lelfare of tens of thousands of postal workers 
("tor the sole sake of realizing 

was subordinated to paring ex">endi'tWes 'J\.Ii 3 a Sit I caibl 

Jilli's ambition. 

That his Department is a highly complex institution 

https://pr~mi.se


incldding pe.raeiticnl services such as fran~~d official mail, less-than-
~ 

cost services to newspa~Jera and pub_Lcations, ~d air mail 

suesidies, seemed entirely lost upon Jim. His eyes were glued to 

'¥3P:tUl'{;fne a -hail •
the balnnce sheets an~e fact tha~P?fiftilla. a postal 

profit had been shown 7\rarely • ., 

Finally-, and with considerable bombas;,. Jim announced . 

the glad tldlnga that hla booka~~lr:::i/? •aurplila' / 
I I 

of $12,161,41,.o,. _J -.i. \ 

~--~· \ / ' •But Jim's joy was a,Ron71tee Not only did the J/ 
the C pages, but a partisan 

hie figure-;:~blican snipers=:, 

disoYered a ~ave discrer:11ncy. Instead of a surplus of 612,000,000..)
0 • 1;" 

laey Pointed gleeful/q_s,cz -fiotan actual deficit of $,2,000,000. 
be.lane e ehee t 

Jim had excluded from his arl I I 1 7'the millions 

that are spent for franked mail and~ ocean and air mail subsidies. 

It was a piece of boe~ legerdermain preYiously _practi.&ed 

under Hoover, but it Wqe embe.rassing tmz :s for Jim .to explai~ 

the same. 

Much more• embarassing, though less publicised, has been 

Fareey'a trdatment of postal labor. While the President was urging 

news fail to everblta t= 

backfire ~fNj~~""" ing_over 

\nd substitutes, And when Congress passed an act giving them a 

fixed ~inimum of $12 ~eekly, Fa.rbey indueed the President to veto the 

as in 



••• • ••••• 

14, 

What Jim did not realize was that even in 41 I feeldt 1~ i:t.t~ 

FarleyAcame 

and almost at.Uomatic !Xltchinerv or the postal service, the- human 

ele'.!lent t,f! b!rnortant, And a.e a result of hie baa.t-::!lent of p1etal labor, 

the 9¢llity of its service retrograded as at no ti~e in recent years. 

When 
ll&1£1J5Qiipegqnaxgxv■ ttc1rs~x ¥rib&il ,,,,. James Aloyisus 

first 
to Washingto~ortly before Marbh 4_a19'' 

act as !rigger Man for ~--~~reeiden~•eiii1iha.aw.:i,.\ .. ..•~lPt11211i1■1111:llfllietw·w_.a,.,.aaa.d,.. \1o1• • 

he brougLt with him a little card index of those who had contributed 

to tho campaign either in work or money. Thie l~•\la file ... 
appo 1 ntment"':) 

turnei out to be theA<Blble -,. • l i 'f of the new Admin:..etratlon and 

beca :e one of the most worn and thumb-marked indexes in the country. 

evary day ware long line4 ~tfiuente, each 
almost \$J 

wae~eoeely responsible for nkli Roosevelt~z I I a~d each/ 

claimln~ward. Oongressmen were frantic Life was scarc~worth 

living. They doorx °f,_their off{~ 

turns on 
cpcg Jim"9tt&i> gave hie most ingratiatin~ smile and said 

nothing. • IL.~ r -~.-..c:1--~l The f'act was he wae11taking the rap. 1.,1010 ectlog BB tbe 

Ani1 they, n ur ey. 

every morn ln , ht ._a~ ~nlt ed • When ware t be jo be to be t.-J,.,,/J 
passed outt '.Jhyall 'i*e dela~t ~La.~1£ ~ l~-U,,~~ 

Long be~or!Jit h~a deci ed in high party- councils 

that until the essential part of the Roosevelt legislative pro~ram 

be a"f"':,forced through Oongrese, there should be no .removal of thp;:.;:. 

one and only threat a Congres-n unr,stands--a~• jl:h.-

$r,Jim !'arley* Ir u11 ~"flllArac""'- the whip. 

;i..., 

fk,w.er, ~ ~ ~· ~~~ 



we. e ..1-----~-

pol i tica 
•!Nl!!tJriend of • uh 2. Jimmy' Roosevelt, 

• 

But just ·to guide him in the f\iture distribution of jobe he started 
eh~ and when':> 

aooph~r little card index!.'l~~w ~ach Congressman voted. If.(Tiooaevelt 
J,..,!b &,..:... made it a~olutelr clear, 

gotA1-egislat1on, CJ:o.eit,phft n rs ■ ti nzen■ zeonrirn It•• 
uld g~ite::)

Congres jobs. .. 

~-~46,.>
In the end, of course, Jim sel ~ :C:thgoing and coming. 

. ater 
Vituperation was heaped upon hie head for withholding jo·be and ituperttion 

e-ppal R' u111 Li!/ lta wU;a nltt,cli h6 illi&d 
was heaped upon hie heaa for the. type of men.he placed in those jobs. 

The only difference wae that t, vituperation cane from different 

directions. 

case, partly because 

hie thick-ekin has become all!lost imperviou~ult, partly because 

Jim Nrisf?sr-=:.ae!l'ft~ ~c ~ /!!lilh? elArt tge 

warding off • brick-be.ta aime~ at th~ President -~ ~ eJ 
,pert et 1'■ 1 o Jo\; ~· 

the ~~..~ 
L Tba t ,,._ ■ 111111\ btick- be.ts were not ,- more nu.n:ieroueh ••• 

i~vv~~~ in 
A t I I g 1 I I i mi ra21:J ans Por those • early days of the Democratic . ' I\ 
job-rush, almost anyone who was free, white,twenty-one and could ehow 

tangible evidence of supporting Roosevelt before& Chicago was as likely 

to find him~el~ catapaulted into an assistant attorney generalship as 

he w:t-t, 
fact, George o.Sweeney, 

down 
came =•zlezhll ■ 811• \!rom 

Ge.rdner,Ma.ssachueettee, expecting that he might be made a 

special attDney of which the Department of Justice has hundreds. 
/ an 

Instead he found himself• in the kep poet of,\aseietant attorney ;enera1:..) 

one of the ijigheet poets in the ustt epartm~; served for 

nearly a month before he realized that he was supposed to take the 

oath of office, 

During the first days of the job-rush, Jim established 

a yardstick for job-hunters and hae used it mettcuously ever since. 

"Lo19:lty,"he eald,"is an im,10rtant aspect of .erlt. One 

https://btick-be.ts
https://brick-be.ta


,,. 
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ot my chief duties is to pass on the loyalty of applicants. Politics, t 

the editorial wrltere blnt, enters into my consideration. Of course it 

does." 

claims that he is "following two funda~ental 

Bill"Lyone a job in the-Poat Office Department because he served ae 

doorkeeper at Democratic Headquarters in New York. It is true •(j,J,,/ 
sern~ithfull7, so fa! thfully~once declined to lol -•-• 

William H.Woodin, -the late Sec ... etary ot the Treasury, enter the office 

of Frank Walker, ~reaaurer of the Democratic Sational 001Dl'.!littee. 

"But I have a check for $\0 1 000 for the campaign,"expoetulated 

Mr.Woodin. 

"It dont make no difference,"replied Mr.Lyons. 1Mr.Walker 

said no one was to come in andt that means no one." 

So Mr.Woodin went back to hie office and mailed the check 

to Mr .• zl!qssc Walker. 

Wild Bill now bears the im.~sing title of ldminietrative 

Assistant to the Postmaster ~eneral. Hie chief job is IDBntttrg r•1;:.~ 

clipping press noza of fti4SxlSHRP\ J..Jlk's picnics,homecom~;:::e~ 

DYJlm at :!:Jf~_other tributes to ,,ti I F act1vit~11,4:l1.11g th• . 

in', a scraP-ltook. f is called the 11Pastemaster General." • 
a part 

Loyalty played ..UMdominating..., in Jim1 a appointment of 
Tulsa, 

Pat Malloy,~klahoma, oil king. J1m first .sent him over to Harold Ickes 

to b~stant Secretary of the Interior. Ickes co:plained that 

too much of oil under Republicans and• 
,~- So,

do with ~n. Fareey ~ offered Pat 
I\.._ 

his smelled 

ng to 



17. 
.. 

the post or Assistant Soc~~ar,it th•p hod drwwnedhis 

sorrow so deep! ~-~ t rljected L~ y, or two later he 

realized what he had done and came back. Jim was compassionate. 

important post of Assistant Attorney 8 I 

•nay;. 1
Perhaps Homer wae omniscent. Poor Pa•t Malloy died 

a victim of 
a short time later.),~* Mtt of acute and continued alcoholism. 

The New Deal• a 11~•:binz graveyard is atr ■aszzl I I 
the 

littered with ,{ol l.t ical tombetoneeJ ._ of ill ■lt4ttza:. Jim Farley-• a 

boys who never should have been allowed to see the li3ht of public 

office. There was Robert H.Gore,ex-Governor of Puerto Rico, \Vho while 
~ Mayor of:)

bei~tained vana jus after atastx the Roosevelt landsli<!,.!., 

m d~ h as followss -

nr have juet come fro~ Warm Springe where I had a long 

convereation with the President-elect of the United Statoa. And I ca~ 

tell you gentlemen that unless you put your house in order, the 

United States Government will send an army over to the job for you." 

That speech killed Gore• s Jlha.UJ; L echedul'ed apPointmant 

to be Comml.eeioner of Internal insisted •. Bob Gore, 

he said, had gone down :.mt:::1a1f e Wl\B sent as Governor 
.pa&& 

to Puerto Rico--juet a stone's throw from the countue had insUlte~ 

'!hen there ls L.o;Robort,Jr,, a dollghtful~ 

T ~ gentleman whom Jim made Assistant Secretary of the reaeury,Awhoee 
' 

former en~ineering fl.rm in Atlanta was found to be'recel.ving a 

an ovar-rl.ding·commieeion of one percent .on a Public Works project 

for the University of Geor ia--an incident which caused Robert's 

retirement fro"l the Public Works Board.«wd t I ii&:S&&Lllsa: ad: I• 

R arley 

Then there !!n are - Nellie T-¾e Rose, former Governor ~ f!f-C . 

of ··,yoming,asei "ned to a ~ Treasury berth as Director of the 
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___, 

MlntJ and Mrs.Marlon Blair Ban,tlstsr, half-slater~ Treasurir•• 
• J • 

most virile oritic,Senator Carter Glass, whom Jim to silence by 

making her Assist of Both were loyal, 

s Guy T.Hel 

'l'hen there ie J,F.T.0 1 Connor,whom Ji~ mad~Comptroller of 

the Currency and whom Secretary Morgenthau tried to aa.ee out of ~~ 
L.-l-.

:Ji:asru J by offeringl\ a &2',000 Federal_ Reser.Ve a 1~enoy in San ·FranciecoJ 

and J.Crawford Biggs,ealubrioue-mannered Sblicitor General, whom the 

Supreme Court has viewed with a•rnixture of amusement and displeasureJ 

and Harry Woodring, i.r 1sac pp I I p ch -·~I .:\eeistant 

Seo etary of War who figured prominently in the grand jur7 investigation 

of army purchases. 

All ajati I were loyalJall are deadweight, all received 

reward. 

Farley• e 
There is no myetery.aboutf\vorcioue patronage foraging. 

That lie hh job, That ie why he_ site on the right hand,politically, of 

the President. It is Jim 1 e job to see that the Preeid~nt 1e political 

fences are rmintained in the proper state of repair. It ie up to him 

to ·produce the payroll pork necessary to satisfy the hordes of 
. 

deserving D8!!locrats. e1,u1-•n@l11.._!1 li■nn it ► I H11cUw .. 

~h•ana•ai:ng .axk&ttgt; mu.Zlmz dezk:.!:Ri:JX:!5oaats 

Jim 1 e hands are gory withader and hie judeement at 

times is as atrocious as hie ~eed. ti On aoMe oocasione, of l te, 
.-HJ.~ jJ._. 

the President hae stepped in and stopped ltr1.m:ero'?"'L••s 1--C-LIi! 

eo:1e eepoiall;r blatant piece of swag. 

,..,,,,L~ But frequently the altuatlon le renree~nd Jlm !••• •e ~ 71,..,. 

t~ hie chief. tiwlaattonlttez1a: 

https://Reser.Ve
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etrateg 

It le a L.. ~z•■ ,which operates in everyft 

llano 

Administration ann the 

at it, Roosevelt is. 
c1Une••wa 

It, was developed ·11th greatest finees when Professor 
l:11 fa :ut ~ 

Ry Jx£191s Tugwell stood out on the firine line and let~tne 
2lilJlll pound him;:> 

advertisers of the country PIP!' 1 b •,rttack and blue for hie 

authorship of the Pure P'ood and Drug Aot. Mzs.emaxi·nhs•ra ■ sU g it. 
("'of course, 

•~tvzittlj Tllg1rel~~ dratted the Act under orders, lfliM ■ n•lu.&iiut 8-= 

fiiicdxe11t.taei~xEidxi,1£15tz gu agin~ eeveriiy of theHis generalissimo, the 
~ unscathed. 

attack from behind the lines, finally ordered a retreat.. He .---a. . 
with•It came into operation .... a~ain ,~•~MiNR.._.•••••-••■-cancellation 

of the air mail contract e ~a•••••wa1i•!!n~l:!lg,, ,=;!!ti!A~bf~P~e;a~J!!IR~tttmiueffnr'IE~J~i'iiiilil~::sl1&t.. tt•==~• 

i.~.hiii'ii I siiiwa 

~The contrnote were cancelled by the Postmaster General," 

announced ll«icxHruexssaa ■•-"·"illc p eeident1al SecL·eta.ry Early,af'ter 

Lindbergh's protest had led a tie of resentment against the 

Admin is t ration. 

bwana2.ta.tlladtkiJt In w•thc pztz RIIIIJIA•½tax 

Jim Farley took it on the chin and grinned, ft g 

He grinned again when he went up to New York during the 

myorality campaign of 193, to help Holy Joe McKee against the 

carnivorous onallugh_\l::iore lla LaGU9.l'dia. ..ulsts~ ■-!llt It was the 

President' e ba.q."~ 
Hie grin grew even broadel1 -'box t :Muses; RupabHcan 

the 

was ordered lspn*a 

by Public WokeAdminietrator !ekes to drop Robert Moses as Commissioner 

https://SecL�eta.ry
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of' Parks or alee forgo Public Works funds for the Triborough Bridge. 
1-

Por this tl~Jlmjataxsatxa.J:aaaxJStzt•:llwgn.:ics .. 

hide in the shQ.dows o.f t_.baWhite, House and. ,-watcha l'lis 1111cabinet 
almGet 

colleague,e::_ lacs, take the rap. Jim knew, aE,'Jl •\;'veryone akne~ 

Jea•ks~ Llrn*iJrHti CBI,; gbigq kqg, that "Honest • Harold" Ickes, a fighter 

f'or the people, had nothLng against Bob Moses, also :!mown as a fighter 

for the people. 

But Jim knew what a lot of other peo.);te did not kn~ that 

the President baa-nursed a grudge inst Bob Moses Yhich was -----
• and • 

.. vieriolic i.t of' long-sta~ding. It dated back to the Roosevelt 

fued with A'fm1.th'• ¥_PRIV?5lil~16iebnz ■ !btaaasc:btafi,.z At one time 

the grddge wna forgotten lon~ enough for Roosevelt to appaint Moses 

on a COnlillissio~ inv~stigate the failure of the O1ty Trust Company, 

a job which~ did with such thoroughness that he secured the 

conviction of Prank ~arder, head ,f' the New York Bank Department. 
~ 

K01w also warned that the Bank of the United 8 tates was in ~ 

uatt~t&s danger of collapse:;:1ommended that a new legislative 
, 

c~mmiaeion be appointed to clean up the entire banking situation. 

Al's 

progrW!I ,vas not carried .outJ and as he predicted, the Bank of' 

the United States crashed. 

So Big Jim Farley sat in the shadows of the White House 

Jim Farley is symbolic of a system.It ia a system which 

hae been handed down from"Adminletration to administration. Every 

president has had hie political trig~er t!JS.n; some have had a 

wholo gani of them. 1'he 1'hio gang in the days of' Warren Gameliai 

https://system.It
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Harding· ravagenc£t,e;C7:;~rtmenta with a ruthlessness 

- ~ calculating a machine boss aa ever operated in the C~pital. Both 

£ .... ~-,.,..,...,,..,_,~ 

that came near -••=•~•-•-:,;"-'~~~. IJ 

wre ·Coolidge . l 
... had his l am S.Butler. Hoover had Walter Brown, as cool and 

issued executive orders which "covered" into the CiYil Service 

thousands of their political henchmen. 

The basic weakness of the anti-Farley crusaders is that 
the 

they heap their abuse _upoi;,t_ma.n,_anp,~ot at th\~ystem. The exit of 

. Big Jim would solve nothing except flReliminay- one of the moat 

engaging,efficient and unabashed foraeers in the history of the 

·American sptils system, 

J 



'The ~©RUM 
441 LEXINGTON AVENUE, NEW YOR~ 

September 18, 1933. 

Dear Drew Pearson, 

You have sent me a spirited article on patronage. 

It is good reading, but it is not the article evaluating 

the achievement of Roosevelt's more important appointees 

which I had in mind. I realise that, with the daily call 

on your talents, you have not the time to draw breath f'or 

such an estimate. 

I am sorry to have to return your pa per. l 

believe you will have no di ffioul ty in placing it in a 

weekly or using some of the ~.aterial i~ your daily 

column. 

Very sinc_erely yours, ·f)\ fl 

ct\-... ,.. ~~ 
Editor 

Drew Pearson Esq., 
2820 Dumbarton Ave. 
Washingto~ D.c . 



over in the Post Ott ice Department, Big Jm Farley, our ~­

chewing Postmaster General, keeps a little card index. In it are 

the names or the contributera--both 1n cash and in time--to the 

election or Franklin D. Roosevelt as President or the United states. 

The cards in this index are soiled and worn. They mve been thum:t>-

ed over many times. Big Jim has sorted them over this way and 

checked them over that •. For the task or DB tohi~ jobs against can­

didates, and con+:ributions against appropriateness tor office is 
. 

. more impregnated with d7nami te than any o t.her s 1ngle thing facing 

a new administration. 

As he thumbs his cards, Big Jim has his eyes on one goal. 

Before him are those dazzling am elusive numerals 1936. And eve17 
......

appointme~t he recommends is made w1th those numerals flickering 

1n Jim's politically avaricious eyes. 

Over in the other parts or the Capital, however, are three 

Cabinet colleagues or Big Jim's who at various times have come to 

see red when his bame is mentioned. They ant the lecre taries ot 

Agriculture, Labor and lhe Interior; and they l"Bve their eyes so 

riyeteq on the numerals 1933 and 1934 and ttie \"work iD111ediately to 

be accomplished t.hat probably they will be the biggest assets Mr. 

Farley has in 1936. 

The result has been a clash between politics and etficienc7 

not uncommon in an7 new administration, but 1nf1n1tel7 more pro-
~ 

nounced in the present, due to the headlong cl sh of an army of 

twelve-7ear famished job-seekers with the pr onrunced idealism ot 



certain member.a of' the Cabinet. 

The result also has been a clear -cut patronage classification 

of the departments of the government. Some have become def'ini te 

dumping grounds for paid-off party hacks. Others, due t,0 the be­

liigerent defiance of their chief's, have collected· a dazzling con­

glomeration of' devoted public servants. 

Here is an illustrat:ion of hCM it works. 

Pat Malloy of' Tulsa, Oklahoma, was on the bandwagon for F. D.R. 

He got on the bandwagon early am he ~ rked hard. He whipped into 

shape the organization which pit Oklahoma in the Rooeevel t columns. 

Big Jim Farley was grateful. 

So ihortly after March 4 Pat· Malloy arrived 1n Washington :ln 

quest of rewa"<\tlllllll Big J1m sent him around to Secretary Ickes. A 

Westerner of Pat's calibre, he reasoned, should be Assistant '9cre­

ta:ey or the Int.erior. 

Harold Ickes looked over the candidate quizzicall7. He was 

not 

In 

partial to an oil 

the course of this, 

"For many years 

man, ·but he a~ed 

Malloy said: 

I have been asso

Malloy 

ciat.ed with 

to tell his 

John 

story-. 

McGraw in 

his Tulsa law firm." 

Ickes sco"'8.ed. Back 1n 1924, he, Ickes, h_ad been campaign 

manager for Hiram Johnson• s presidential effort and he remembered 

all too well one John McGraw as his chief po 1 itical stumbling block 

in Oklahoma. 

But blithesome Pat Malloy did not mtice the scowl. He con-

tinued: 

"Yes, I thought a lot of John McGraw. I thought so much 

of him that I even named m7 sai after him." 



That finished ttl.e interview. Malloy was not rrade Assistant 

fecreta17 ot the Int~rior. Instead, Ickes appointed a dynamic and 

liberal youngster from Colorado named Oscar Chapman, raised in the 

shadow of Judge Ben Lindsey• s juvenile court and later campe. ign 

manager for the ~qually dynamic an:i liberal Senator Edward P. Cos-

tigan. 

Big Jim Farley, however, does n:, t forget a friend. The next 

day he came to Ma1lpy 1 s rescue with t.he job of Assistant Secretary 

of War. But Pat, suffering from a severe case of hurt pride, told 

Farley that it was the Interior Department or nothing, and proceed­

ed to pack his bags. 
VJAY

Before he could get under w11f9h, however, he changed his 

mind. Once again Big Jim proved himself a friend. He had started 

at the top of the patronage 11st and gone down the 1·1ne. The next 

Department was that of Justice. Farley sent Malloy over to Homer 

Cummings to become his assistant attorney general. Homer Cummings 

has spent a lifetime in politics. He knows ho• to give and take. 

He cherishes 80 vaulting ambition to make a record for himself as 

a great prosecutor~ So he accept:ed Pat Malloy. He accepted him 

despite Pat's own admission that. it had beena long time since he 

brushed the dl:st off his law books, arrl despifa the tact that Mal­

loy was to be in charge of an amalgamation of the two busiest divi­

sions 1n the Depe.rtmen t--Taxes and the Criminal Division. 

The Malloy appointment: is ·typical of Jm Farley; and it is 

also typical of the Department of Justice. When the hand of fate 

settled upon the Havana Special and took the life of Sena tor '1'bm 

Walsh en route from his honeymoon to be cone attorney general, it 



caused the Department ~~-- arged with _enforcing o.ir laws, curbing our 

monopolies and protecting our domain to be the dumping ground for 

political spoilsmen. Att~rney General Cummings is a charming gentle­

man who has spent a life-tine pouring oil on troubled waters. He 

has become so adept at this that he even smoothed out the row over 

the Klu Dlux Dlan during the Madison Square Garden convention in. 

1924. And because his outstanding characteristic is amiabiliey.)he 

has been content to slide through the fir st sli months of the Roose­

velt administration with no ot.her accomplishment save grandiose pro­

mi sea of prose cu ting gold hoarders. 

When, for instance, J. Crawford Biggs, a North Carolina law­

yer once associated w1 th Judge Parker, A. Mitdlell Palmer and the 

oil scandal~, was proposed for the key post. of Solicitor General, 

Mr. Cwmn1ngs canplacently accepted. When George c. Sweeney, thirty­

five year old mayor of Gardner, Massachussetts, with only eight 

years of legal experience, was proposed as ass:lstant att:orney gen­

eral because of the fortuitrus fact t...hat he was a buddie of young 

Jimmy Roosevelt, Cwmnings was equally canplacent. Nor did he 

change his mood when Jim Farley sent. over the mme of William Stan­

ley to be ~gas another assist.ant. at.-t:oi-ney general; or lihen 

Senator McAdoo requested the.appointment of the grossly ineffici~nt 

and garrulous A. v. Dalrymple as Director of Prohibition. 

Not only did Cummings swallow all of these with a smile, but 

he himself ru tdi d them all by making one of the most inexplicable 

appointments of the entire Roosevelt Administration. For some twelve 

years the oh46f Democratic target in the Depirtme nt of Justi~e has 
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been one J. Edgar Hoover, Chief of the Bureau of Investigation. He 

it was who framed the cl'Brges against Senator Wheeler during the 

latter's expos6 of Harl"J' Doughercy. He it was who searched the files 

of Senator McKellar when the Tennessean ' as criticising Postmaster 

Brown's mail contracts. He it was who raised the. ccy ot "Red Menace" 

during the post war periai, 11'.ld11>.o preparetF•• n,)?art denoun-
. 

cing the Bonus Army as a group of Comnunists and criminals. 

And 7e~ the complacent Mr. Cummings reappoint.ed him. 

The attorne7 general stands at. one extrerre of the patronage 

pole--wit.h tm possible excep+ion of the Postmaster himself, whose 

power to re ~rd politicians in his own department naturall7 goes 

unchallenged. At the opposite pole is Secretar7 Ickes. In between, 

and showing va17ing degrees of rebellion are Secretaries Wallace and 

who rival Ickes in flouting the p a.tronage Czar; Secretaries 

Swanso~whose admirals am generals permit ver7 lit .le 

patronage to be dispensed; Secretar7 Hull, whose career diplomata 

fight fanaticall7 against the award of even the anallest legation 

to an outsider; Secreta17 Roper who, being a good politician, has 

not been averse to letting politics enter his Comnerce Departmen~ 

but who has maintained a high degree of efficiency never~heless; and 

Secretary Woodin who has let his Treasury fill up with a none too 

savoury swarm of politicos. 

Secretar7 Ickes' appointments have been the most ou tstand1gg 

in the new Administration. Hardl7 a vestige of the old do-nothing 

days under Hubert Work, Ro7 o. West and Ra7 ~an Wilbur remain. 

A new t7Pe of executive has taken over the Interior Department, and 

in contrast with the sleep7, carefree da7s of tbs pa.st twelve 7earsJ 

its corridors hum with activity.· As solicitor of his Dep&.!'tment, 

https://reappoint.ed


-6-

replacing Edward C •. Finney of Teapot Dome fane, Ickes has appointed 

Na than Margold, a young liberal who md been dropped from the Har­

vard Law School because of his enthusiasm for the cause o·f Sacco and 

Vanzetti. As his own persoml assistant, Ickes appointed Harry 

Slattery, the first man to expose the oil scaildals arxi an adviser 

of Gifford Pinchot· in d-4.the Konservat.ion days. As Director of Inves-

tigators, Ickes brrught back Louis R. Olavis, the man who e~posed 

Ballinger. He revitalized the Bureau of Education by bringing in 
ca. 

as Commissioner forthright modernist, George F. Zook, President of 
~ 

Akron ·un1versi ty. Perhaps lbbetzos t important, appointment Ickes has 

made •s that. of Colonel Henry Matson aite, Deputy Administrator of 

Public Works. With a long background as a bridge bµilder, chief 

engineer of Cincinnati and city manager of Dayton, Ohio, CQlonel 

Waite has handled the stupendous ~3,300,000,000 piblic works pro­

gram-with cape.city for det-,ail, dis pat.ch and organization.r-'aonest" 

Harold Ickes, despite the quality of his appointments, has been un­

der greater fire than any other member of the Cabinet. And for a 

very good reason. He has more money to s~d and more jobs to dis­

tribute· than any other agency of the Oovernrre nt. The broadsides 

against him comes· from two directions. One fusillade is directed 
~~ 

from a corps of d1 sgruntled- and hungry con tractors urs~p~ease 

their appetites. The o~her comes from an even gr~ater army of Sena­

tors and Congressmen who see m reason why Public Works ahruld not 

assist them--both through jobs and thrcugh pork--in keeping intact 

their political fences. 

Regarding both of these, "Honest Harold" has very definite 

ideas. On one-definite front, however, he ms compmmised. He has 
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finally taken·in Farley's man Friday--a Finnish gentleman named 

Emil Hurja--and given him tm imposing title of "Administrative As­

sistant of Public Works:) This is nothing more tbm a camouflage 

for Hur ja' s actual job lf pt tromge dispenser of snal 1 time Public 

Works jobs. 

In other words, Ickes gets a tree ~ein to make his major 

appointments; Farley gets the chicken feed. 

The same compromise has been worked out in the Department~ 

of Agriculture. There, however, a some\lhat difficult. problem exists. 

Ickes dominated his rjajor appointments, blt the rather naive Henry 

Wallace started out on his new job with IX> ideas at all on the sub­

ject of petromge. As a result/the President put over at least two 

extremely important appointments which have created a sort of dual 

monarch7 in the Department of Agriculture. Most people refer to 

this as "Across the Street." 

Just be:ij.dnd the main building and across B~reet is the 

office or the Agricultural Adjustment Administration. Here are 

carried out the revolutionary policies of limiting wheat, the pro­

duction or cott:on, tobacco ard little pigs. And here two men reign 

supreme. Tpey are George N. Peek, fonner manufacturer of Moline 

Ploughs, old associate of Bernard M. Baruch, and Charles s •. Brand, 

former lobbiest for the National Fertilizer Association, also an 

old associate of Bernard M. Baruch. Peek 1s an extremely capable 

operat,0r. He has the interests of the farmer at mart, but leans 

instinctively toward the side of big blsinese from whence he came. 

Brand is less able, has no+; forgotten his long years of lobbyin~and 

once comni tted the unpe.rdora ble er~"Or of signi~ a le tt.er describing 

himself at one and the sane t.ime as "Co-Administrator of the Agr1-
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cultural. Adjustment Administraticn" ani "Secretary of the National 

Fertilizer Association." 

But whate'fer their faults, the two men together exert more 

influence over the future of the farmer than any other two indi­

viduals in the Adminis+:ra tion. And that is why &h,-one who wants to 

get things done at the Department of Agri_rult.ure first g::,es through 

the formality of calling at the Secretar7' s off ice and then goes 

~Across the Street." 

Now that Cordell Hull has weaned the world--including F. D.R.-­

away from the idea tha +: Pro f'e s sor Moley was running his State De­

partment, he is really having ·tomething to sa7 about who works for 

him. Before that time, ha.vever, ambassadors, ministers and assis-

tant secretaries were placed under Hull's n,se whe t:her he liked it 

or not am frequently wilJhou t even the forualit7 of advance notice. 

Even Hull's special assist,ant was not of' his own choosing, having 

been announced to him first by newspapermen,· 
• 

During thcW) period of naive am iab111 tJ' so me of the wierde st 

appointments in recent diplomatic history were put over on Cordell 

Hull. The7 included both career men· and politicos. 'l'h.ere was, tor 

instance, the appointr!e nt of Alexarder w.Weddell, who as consul 

general to Mexico, once broa.dcasted th:e idea that Carleton Beal.$ 

and Ernest Gruening were dangerous radicals, am who, after marI7-

ing a wealthy widow 1n Calcutta, has n:,w been sent 1D ttiat count17 

whose goodwill we chiefly covet--Argentina. There was also Charles 

s. Wilson, one of the stodgiest members of the career service, who, 

after having been retired as Minister to RCllmania,. w~s sudd enl7 

dragged back from oblivion b7 Undersecretar7 Phillips ani made Min-
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1st.er to Jugoslavia. He and Phillips were in Harvard together. 
. . 

rletween Phillips am Farley there has develpped t..be same row 

that Farley had with Ickes, Wallace am Perkins. In the case of 

t.he State Department, however, there has been little choice between 

Phillips' career men and Farley's politicos--with, of course, cer­

tain definite exceptions. One of these exceptk> ns is Hal 3-vier of 

Corpus Christi, Texas, appointed Ambassador to Chile after a knock­

down am dragou t battle between the tv«> champions or patronage and 

career diplomacy. Ambassador Sevier•s name does mt appear in 

Who's Who. The name of his wife, however, does. She is President 

of the Daughters of ~be Rep.ibli~ of 't'exas, "Custodian of the Alamo", 

d.irector of the Austen Pan American Round 't'able, author of "Mex­

icana", a comic opera, and.last, but not least, Democratic National 
r--

Committeuoman from ~exas. She CCllnted heavily with Jim Farley. 

As a matt.er of fact, Texas scored heavily in the ranks of 

diplomacy with this adm.1n1stra ti cn--al though not because of 11m 

Farley. The chis f promo tor or Texas diplomacy was Sena tor Morris 

Sheppard, rather of the Eighteenth-Amendment and Chairman of the 

Senate 6omm1ttee on M~litary Affairs. 

One day last May Sena t.or Sheppard complained bitterly to a 

friend: 

"I have been t171ng for days to get a constituent of mine 

named to a diplomatic post, but the White HCllse won't budge. The· 

man has money, used to be head of the American Legion, and would 

make a re al diplomat." 

A few days later fate smiled upon the Senator from Texas. 

It happened tllat Roosevelt's old la~~ partner, Basil O'Connor, and 
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Roosevelt's chief secretaey, Louis M. Bowe, were instrumental in 

negotiat.ing the sale of a quarter million toilette kit bags for 

Conservation Camps at a price cansidPrablJ higher than that pa.id 

bJ the arD17. There resulted a furore in Congress '1'he "kit bag" in­

cident looked like the first scan~l of the Roosevelt Administra­

tion. It was referred to Senator Sheppard's. MilitarJ Affairs Com-

mittee. 

A day or two later, the Sena tor from Texas saw his friend 

again. 

"You know," he said, "I think I'm not onlJ go 1ng t.o get 

~hat diplomatic appointment I told JOU about., blt I think I'm 

going to get two." 

The. next d~ the White Beuse annru need the appointment of 

Alvin OwsleJ and Robert G. Caldwell as Ministers to Roumania and 

Portugal. Both were frorr. Texas. 

'l'he TreasU197 Depari;rent. ,under pressure from Big Jim FarleJ) 

has got its share of the bad but also some of t.he good. Its most 

oo tstanding addition 1s Dean Acheson, a Joung lawyer of no fiscal 

experience whom polit:ical acaf.dent catapaulted into 
~ 

the office of 

Under Secre tarJ) and who has been a brilliant. success. Ranking in 

the same category is Lewis Douglas, Director of the Budget, whose 

veterans• cuts caused more political resent.men t thm anJ other act 

of the adm1nistraticm, but who has shown· rare courage and abiliey 

in balan_cing the budget. 

Offsetting these, is considerable Farley deadweight, includ­

ing Mrs., Marion °annister, the half sist..er of Senator Glass,~-

attempt~ fill the cha:ll' of Assistant Secretary ot the Tre~sur1; 
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Nrs. Nellie Taylor Ross, ex-Governor of Wyoming and now Director 

of the Mint; J. F. T. O'Connor, ex-law i:-rtner of McAdoo and now 

faced, as 6onptroller of the Currency, w1th the highly dynamic 

question of opening closed tanks; and Guy T. Helvering, who swung 

t.he, State of Kansas for F. D. R. alld nCM occupies a precarious 

position as Commissioner of Internal Revenue. 

iagnosis, of cairse, oovers only ~jor patron­
f\A,l~,o+cl 

age. an --extremely important. But necessarily it 

is limited. There are only a few legations to· be allotted. There 

are even fewer-ambassadorships to be filled. But the man who writes 

the instruct.ions for the ambassador is the $5,000 office man at 

home. And it is axiomatic th.at the manner in vhich a new Adminis­

tration fills the great spr~d of jobs that change hands with party 

turnovers--the postmasterships, the customs collectors, the mar­

shalls, the internal revenue collec~ors, the public works and home 

loan administrators--n&y make or break it. These are the jobs 

f'or which the gnat rank ard file of plrty workers clamor •. These 

are the jobs which Big Jim Farley considers his rightful spoils. 

And within t}lepproper safeguards of merit,they are. 

"But", says Big Jim, "loyalty is an aspect of merit. One 

of my chief' duties is to pass on the loyalty of applicants. Pol-

itics, the editorial writers hint, enters into my consideration. 

Of course it does." 
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