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PM, MONDAY, FEB RU ARY· 10, 1941 

Drew Pearson Predicts Ben Cohen 
·Will Go to 'io.ndon As ·Winant Aid 

':' .· · ~;h. r•~ 
,f '- ' .', 

~.,.-•f ·~""' ,,, .. ~ 

Robert Allen Drew Pearson 

As political prophets go, Drew Pearson and Bob Allen, the Washln.gton Merry­
f Go-Rounders, have ;ust about J..he highest batting acerages in the busine,s~. They 

strike out once in a while, but -"'hen they connect they connect solu:lly. On their 
; radio pro.gram uf Sunday night, Jan. 26, foi example, they. forecast the exact tUUJ 
? the-Government wOfJld bring suit against ALCOA as a magnesium trust. Mr. Allen 
• teas absent from last night's Merry-Go-Round radio session (WJZ 7:30). But part­

ner Pearson, doing a solo, carried on with several new predictions, which we'll check 
on. Here is part of NBC text of Mr. Pearson's predictions: 

' ,------------------
}. We disclosed-earlier how one of the , · 

Preside~t's most famous Brain Trusters, Tom line with the Presiden(s desire to reorgar\­
Corcoran, would be a~pointed to high offi- ize the State Department, I predict that Mr. 

, ed . Moore's position as counselor will now be
£ial position. An d now ere s a p~ction re- filled by Dean Ache- . • 
:garding his partner, Ben Cohen. n Co~en son, who is now 
'is the silent partner of the team of Corcoran Assistant _ ·secretary

• -and 'Cohen. He is 
the. man who wrote of State. • I further 
some of the most predict that Mr. Will 

J 
famous bills passed Clayton, largest cot­
by the New Deal- ton buyer in the en­
the. truth and securi- tire world, soon will 
ties act, the holding be appointed as As­
corporation act, and sistant Secretary of 
h b II f h State, replacing Mr. 

ti t~ i fortth.e retguk-Acheson. It is par-
a 10n o e s oc . l •1 . t . 

• market. But ~ow I ticu ar Y 10 ereStiog Dean Acheson 
, d. t th t B that both of these 

• c ,..1 beh ic h ~ illmen have been vigorous critics of the Presi-
Ben Cohen l O en fs O Ly d~ dent on his domestic policy. Mr. Acheson,

• eave or on on, h d S • f th T dif
where he will act as legal adviser to the w en Un er ecretll:)' 0 e reasu.ry, . • 
American Embassy. (Early.!his morning the fered so vehemeptly m re~ard to gold policy 
United Press quoted "authoritative Wash- that he was asked to ~es1gn, ~d Mr. Clay-

•ington sources• to the effect that Cohen t~n was one of th~ big contributors to the, 
. . ld gO to L d ) Liberty League which so steadfastly opposed 
wou on on. . the re-election ·of Roosevelt in 1936. On 
_ 2. Now here's a predic;tion regarding foreign policy; however, _they are 100 per 
labor, which, because of varioUNtrikes -de- _cent with the President. 

~laying the national defense program, is all- 4. Now we have time for just one more 
~portant today. It has been charged in prediction, and I want to make jt regarding 
,certain parts of the country that certain Pan-American Airways, that giant air syste_m 
unions have been charging exorbitant initia- which now connects the United States and 
=eon fees to workers seeking to enter the Europe, South America, Alaska, China and 
union and get defense jobs. These charges Australia. Pan-American Airways has done 

'.have been especially rampant against the a notable job in pioneering this vast net­
',building trades unions which all belong to work, but also it has been V"!"'.' !!!eat!)'
the American Federation of Labor. If a non- • -dependent upon • the Government and re-
~union worker cannot afford to-pay· this initia- ceives a Government subsidy of $1,000,00Q 
tion fee, he is automatically barred from a month. Furthermore, with intemationa1 
;'work. And so, here is my prediction. I pre- 1 • Ii ed th • b f 
:diet that tomorrow when the executive com- re ahons now so comp cat ' e JO o 
.inittee of the American Federation of Labor connecting the United States ,with foreign

countries by air has become more and more 
holds its quarterly meeting in Miami, Wil- a Government problem. So, here is my pre• 
-liam Green, president of the A. F. of L., diction. I predict that one of Roosevelt's 
'.yvilldeliver an im~rtant message urging most important plans during the coming 
;that union initiation fees be scaled down to year will be to_ divide up Pan-American 
~ level which the unemployed worker can Airways into separate companies in each of · 
_afford to pay. • which the Government of the United States 

3, Here's another prediction regarding will be a partner. One will fly the Atlantic; 
that important branch of the Government, another to South America, another to the 
the State Department. Yesterday. Judge Pacific, and so on, but the Government of 
Walton Moore, the counselor of the State the United States will be an active partne, 
"-----tment. r11~rl rlt th, arre of 81: and in and oart-owner in each company. 
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terling Products! 

Ship Rare Material 

Co Oran~s Drug Firm Gets rmit 
ig Export ])ea] In 5 

I / ~( : s~ ,1,"-
-· ·• 

To South America 

By GERALD GRIFFIN 

(Washington Bureau of The Sun] 
Washington, July 16-Within a 

period of five days, Sterling Prod­
ucts, Inc., a large drug firm repre­
sented in its dealings with the Gov­
ernment by Thomas G. Corcoran, 
has been granted licenses for ex­
porting $3,000,000 worth of drug 
products to Latin America, it was 
learned this afternoon. 

The speed and high-pressure 
methods employed in obtaining 
Government approval of shipments 
of this magnitude oy one firm, to­
gether with the fact that some of 
the items are on the critical list, 
left n~merous officials angered and 
gasping. 

Items which were approved in­
cluded $50,006 worth of catTein, de­
scribed by Gover-riment official~ as 
a critical product, and $100,000 THOMAS G. CORCORAN 
worth of aspirin. It was understood, 
in addition, that the list contained 
several .thousand ounces .of quinine 

1 
a highly critical product; large 
amounts of epsom salts and• other 
items for. which fignres were not 
immediately available. 

Record Indicated 
Informed officials expressed 

doubt whether any other firm 
could have obtained such quick 
approval of the export of such a 

rge amount of dz:ug1, particular­
: .. pi the, light of. present wartime 

111;·.. . -;. 
:·:.'They ~alled _attention, moreover, 
.tothe fact that Sterling Products, 
:up until early last fall, was a party 
to an international drug cartel 
along with the powerful I. G. 
Farbenindustrie of Germany. 

Sterling was fifty per cent. owned 
by .the German-controlled General 
Aniline and Film CQrporation; the 
other half being owned by Ameri­
_can nationals. The stock of General 
Aniline and Film is now vested In 
Leo T. Crowley, alien property cus-• 
todian, who thus holds a half in-
terest in Sterling. ,, 

Sterljng's rapidly growing South 
American business Is handled by: 
,a subsidiary, the Sidnt!y Ross Com-; 
pany, set up ,especially for this pur- • 
pose. It is headed by David Cor• 
coran, Tommy's brother. 

Virtual Monopoly 
The size of the export shipments 

by Sterling and Sidney Ross for 
which approval has now been ob• 
tained, it was declared, is such that 
in some instances lhe organiution 
probably will have a virtual monop; 
oly in the Latin-American drug 
ma,ket. 

Credit for the Blitzkrieg per­
formance was given to· Thomas 
Corcoran, the ·same "Tommy the 
Co)'.k" who figured so prominently 
in New Deal affairs up until a 
couple of years ago, when he set up 
law offices here for himself. 

Corcoran, it was learned,· set 
about getting approval for the 
Sterling export licenses in the 

'whirlwind style he used when lob-l 
!lbying for New Deal legislation•nd
when negotiating the 'ionsent de­
cree at the Justice Department lutl 
(Contnued on Page 8, Column 4J 
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t B.U.TllIOR~. FRID 
1

"THECORK'S" 
FIRMSCORES 

Fo;merNew Deal Fi~ureLandsl 
Big Export Permit In 

1- Five Days 

High-PressureBlitz To Grab 
Trade Leaves U. S. Of­

ficials Angered 

BJ GERALD GRIFFIN 
. (Continued from Page lJ 

year under which Sterling agreed 
to dissolve its ties with I. G. Far­
ben. 

Table-Pounding 
Utilizing what was described as 

the "table-pounding" technique. he 
got the export licenses approved by 
the export control division of the 
State Department and the division 
of the Treasury headed by Edward its major source of supply,. in the 
N. Foley, Jr., 1eneral counsel, be- Dutch East Indies, is held by 
fore going to the Board of Eco- Japan. 
nomic Warfare for the actual ll- Must Be Conserved 
censes. Hence the t.'Onservation of the 

At .the BEW his proposal was present sizable stocks of quinine, 
approved by the export control sec- aa well as the large-scale develop­
tion of which Col. Royal B. Lord ia ment of substitutes, are re1arded 
chief. • u essential steps in the conduct of 

By-Passing Adds Speed the war. . 
The regular time-consuming chan- The Ster~ng Company and 

Merck have informed the Govern­
nels were by-passed in ieveral In• ment that they will be able to 
stances, it was asserted, and sub- meet the needs for the quinine sub­
officials who ordinarily examine and stitutes, but some offlciala stated 
pass upon such applications bad no. that the supply is still short. 
·voice in this matter. Similarly, they declared, the sup-

In addition to the licenses for ply of caffein is short, so much 
exporting the $3,000,000 worth of 10 that the licensinl of $50,000 
products, it was understood, the worth of exports by one company 
Sterling firm obtained shippinl ia viewed as a large and important 
priorities to make possible early Item. Caffein is_ p_~u)arly \W!· 

deliveries to Latin America. tuI In war as a nerve stimulant. 
The reason •for the display of· Pre-War Connections-

speed on Corcoran's part, and the Linked with the Indignation 
agencies involved, went un~~plain- aroused among some officials by 
ed today. ~n t~e c~ of aspm.n, for Sterling's success in obtaining 
example, 1t was indicated that the large export licenses was the back­
amount involved would normally be ground of the company's pre-war 
a many montha' supply and that no connections with the German· 
shortage existed in South America. cartel. 

Defense Policy Its representatives have met with' 
Authoritative sources said it was difficulty in convincing some Gov­

not surprising that export licenses emment officials that Sterling 
'!were given for shipments of dru1s should be permitted to retain con­
to Latin America, even for critical trol of the German patents on the 
itemt. The hemispheric defense anti-malarial drugs, and the agen­
pol.icy bas called, throughout, for cies through which the company 
the sharing of United States' prod• operates in Latin America also have 
ucts with the other American re- been subjected to close scrutiny. 
'publics. William LaVarre, explorer and 
f This applies even to articles of author who now heads the Ameri• 
which there is a shortage in this can Republics unit of the Bureau 
country, in accordance with the of Foreign and Domestic Com­
principle of-maintaining close eco- merce, is numbered among these 
nomic ties and preservin11:- s,r.:.1iliIofficials. • 
hemispheric front against the ~- "One of the liabilities which the 

But it is a different matter, it ·western Hemisphere faced during 
was contended, for one firm to be the period when the Axiswas pre­
able to obtain the lion's share of paring for actual warfare," he as­
the trade. Thus such other drug serted, "was the network of Axis- · 
firms as Parke Davis and Lilly & owned commercial and industrial 
Co. were reported to be upset over organizations, the great strength of 

1
the success attained by Sterling whicll was due primarily to the·fact; 
products in obtaining export li• that they had been allowed to 
censes. . continue through the last war and 

Not All Approved provide the nucleus for further 
Not all applicants for export per- growth after the war, and for both 

mits of drugs receive approval, it economic and political power." 
was emphasized. Thus it was re-
called that Charles Cone, bead 0£ 
the American Quinine Company-
an independent concern-was re• 
tuaed permiuion to export to South 
America, even though his company ■ 
processes Its product from South ■ 
American cinchona bark. 
MD■ t of the· quinine exports to 

Latin America approved thut. far. it ■ 

w_as ~lsclos_ed, ha~e .~ee~- mad_~ b~• 



got the export licenses approved by 
the export control division of the 
State Department and the division 

of the Treasury headed by Edward ~ major source of supply, in the 
N. Foley, Jr., 1e~eral counsel, be-!Dutch East Indies, is held by
fore going to the Board of Eco- Japan. 
nomic Warfare for the actual li- . Must Be Conserved 
censes. Hence the conservation of the 

At the BEW his proposal was present sizable stocks of quinine, 
approved by the export control sec- as well as the large-scale develop­
tion. of which Col. Royal B. Lord is ment of substitutes. are regarded 
chief. as essential steps In the conduct of 

By-Passing Adds Speed the war. . 
The regular time-consuming chan- The Sterling Company and . IMerck have informed the Govern­

nels wer~ by-passed In Jeveral m- ment that they will be able to 
andstances, 1t was asserted, sub- meet the needs for the quinine sub­

officials who ordinarily examine and stitutes, but some officials stated 
pass upon such applications had no. that the supply is still short. , 
voice in this matter. Similarly, they declared, the sup-

In addition to the licenses for ply of caffein is short, so much 
exporting the $3,000,000 worth of so that the licensing of $50,000 
products, it was understood. the worth of exports by one rompan:, 
Sterling firm obtained shipping is viewed as a large and irr.portant 
priorities to make possible early item. Caffein is pllrtlcularly use-
deliveries to Latin America. ful in war as a nerve stimulant. 
• The reason 'for the display of Pre-War Connections. 
speed on Corcoran's part, and t~e ·Linked with the indignation 
agencies involved, went un~~plam- aroused among some officials by 
ed today. ~n ~e ~as~ of aspirin, for Sterling's • success in obtaining 
example, 1t was md1cated that the large export licenses was the back­
amount involved would normally be ground of the company's pre-war_ 
a many months' supply and th at no connections with the German' 
shortage existed in South America. cartel. 

Defense Policy Its representatives have met with' 
. Authoritative sources said it was difficulty in convincing some Gov-
: not surprising that export licenses ernment officials that Sterling 
Iwere given for shipments of drugs should be permitted to retain con-
Ito Latin America, even for critical trol 0£ the German patents on the 
item&. The hemispheric defense anti-malarial drugs, and the agen-
policy has called, throughout, for cies through which the company 
the sharing of United States' prod- operates in Latin America also have 
ucts with the other American re- been subjected to close scrutiny. 
publics. William LaVarre, explorer and 

This applies even to articles of author who now heads the Ameri­
iwhich there is a shortage . in this can Republics unit of the Bureau 
!country, in accordance with the of Foreign and Domestic Com­
principle of ·maintaining close eco- merce, is numbered among these 
nomic ties and preserving a strong officials. • 
hemispheric front against the Axis. "One of the liabilities which the 

But it is a different matter, it Western Hemisphere faced during 
was contended, for one firm to be the period when the Axis was pre­
able· to obtain the lion's share of paring for actual warfare," he as­
the trade. Thus such other drug serted, "was the network of Axis­
firms as Parke Davis and Lilly & owned commercial and industrial 
Co. were reported to be upset over organizations, the great strength of; 
the success attained by Sterling whick was due primarily to the fact' 
products in obtaining export li- that they had been allowed to 1 

censes. . continue through the last war and 
Not All Approved provide the nucleus for further 

Not all applicants for export per- growth after the war, and for both 
mits of drugs receive approval, it economic and political power." 
was emphasized. Thus it was re-
called that Charles Cosse, head of, 
the American Quinine Company-, 
an independent concern-was re-
fused permission to export to South 
America, even though his company 
processes its product from South 
American cinchona bark. 

Most of the· quinine exports to 
Latin America approved thui far, it 
was 'disclosed, have been made by 
Merck & Co. and the New York 
Quinine Company - the leading 
American concern~ in this field. 

Recently the Winthrop Chemical 
Company, a fifty per cent. owned 
subsidiary of Sterling Products, en­
tered into an agreement with the 
Merck company under which 
Merck will manufacture atabrine 
and plas-mochin, German-dev~loped 

1synthetic drugs which, next to qui­
Inine; are regarded as the most use­
ful in treating malaria. 

Holds German Patehts 
The Sterling company, through 

Winthrop, holds the German pat-

Ients on the manufacture of these 
synthetic products, and a group of 
Government officials have been 
persistently urging that these pa­
tents should be made freely avail­
able to all American firms. 

In this instance, as well as in 
the export licenses, torcoran is 
said to be actively representing 
Sterling's interests.
I The Importance of quinine, and 
1the synthetic antl-malarials, has 
been greatly increased by the war, 
it was pointed out. For the firs 
time in Its history, the United 
States has or will have troops sta­
tioned in the malarial belt nearly 
around the world. At the same Ume, 
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Shipja d 
Of Corcora 

\. 

Loses Contra 
12-Ship Job Canceled; 
'Trustees' lo Control 
Cohen's Arms Plaut 

I- 3-4.2.. 
The Maritime Com~issiin yester- t 

day disclosed that it has cancened , • 
a contract for construction of 12 : i 
"Liberty Fleet" ships by Savannah I 

• Shipyards, Inc., which last month ' 
was subjected to investigation ·by a c 
Senate committee in search of evi- r 
dence of "influence sales" by former 

· high-ranking Government officials. s 
In a three-sentence announce- o 

ment, bare of all but the most es- 'V 
sential details, the commission • re- t, 
vealed that the company failed to s 
meet two conditions of .a coatract 
that ultimately would have repre-

FRANK COHEN 

sented a Federal outlay of approxi­
mately 23 million dollars on a_cost 

; plus fixed fee basis. . 
(The Senate committee investl• 

• gating defense expenditures in three 
• days of public hearings interrogated, 

in succession, Thomas Corcoran, 
I. ,!grm& confidant of.President lwose• 
" velt;· Charles West, former Under­
,, ~e~ret.al')' of the -Interior, and Frank 

Cohen, organizer of Empire Ord­
nance· eorporat.ion;ot whiclr Savan- • 
nah Shipyards, Inc., is a subsidiary.) ' 
• ·T11e·po·st learned, meanwhile, that 
the War Department, in conjunction 
with the· Brftfsh "Puri:nasing Com• 
mission, has virtually completed ar• 
rangeinents to place stockholnp-s' 

~ t~u.s;e~ ~n compl~te charg~ of tank 
gun manufacturing pla"nts at North 

lte Ppiladelphia . which are. controlled 
'1' by Empire Ordnance. \\ 
~ . The. pw~pon of .placing tiu.stees 
r· In char&e of the plants, it was ex• tt ,plained, would be -to pt"0vide man- ' J 

a,ement "satisfactory" to both the p
£. cornmJs.sion • and the ·w.1.~-rDepart- • c
f ment who would be rep~sented b7 a 
ly two of thtee trustees. • t, 

ti; Althou;h °Empire Ordban~e' ~ 'ff 
... ·sHIPYilDS, Pa,e .~ c.i. I. •• 

~ .. ··• 

.1 
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•Corcoran lient Loses Ship Contract 

; 

,. 
' 

t the company from a "shoestring" in· 
:,._ vestment o! a relatively few thou-
0 sand dollars to holder of 34 millions 
.., in ,var contracts, including those 

canceled by the _commission yester­
day, and 16 millions in Eritish ,Cot> 
tracts. ~I • • \ 1:fw .. ~..... ~.•:. i • 

: Denied Selllnr ; .. InJllfe'nee_• • • • ~· 

• Both .Corcoran and West· denied• 
'to the committee headed by Senator 
Truman (Democrat>. of. Missouri, 
that-in their,association"with Cohen 

i. they either sold or attempted to 
sell "influence" in securing Gove!'n• 
ment war contracts. Corcoran ad­
mitted receiving $5000 as a ·fee tor 
l!dvice given the law flrm of Demp­
sey & Koplovitz. The .firm • as 
consulted ijy Cohen in prelim_mary 
negotiation! • foT construction· of 
Savannah Shipyards facilities. ' . 

West admitted during the hearjqg­
that he "sat in" on a conference 
at the Maritime Commission when 
the Savannah Shjpyards contract 
was discussed. William J. DempJSey 
of the flr:m ol Dempsey ~ Kop­
lovi tz, is the son of former Repre: 
sentative John J. Dempsey, who 

SHIPYARDS, om Pace 1. 

produced "s6me'1guns under British 
con tracts, the company is "some 
months" behind on its produ•ction 
schedu!es, it was learned. The War 
Department ha.s no contracts with 
Empire, but does contempla{e use 
of some o! its facilities, 

Empire Ordnance is the creature 
o! Cohea, New York promoter, wllo 
in a little more than a year raised 

used to be a member of the com-
' mission. . 

Although Ma·riti.me· Comm1sslon , 
members emphasized that ·ftnal • de• 
cision on operation of the Slavannah 
shipyards has yet to be·r"eacbed, ·it 

• was reliably reported that the ·com-
1 mission will take over the com-
1 pany's' facilities at Savannah, Ga., 

and either operate them itself or 
assign them !or .operation. by -an-

he 
other shipbuildini concern. a.r 

The conditions which the com• tir 
pany ..failed to meet, declared the ~; 
commission. are these:· z, 

1. Stipulation that Savannah Ship• li 
yards, Inc., should be able to pro• 
vide, within 30 days of signing tbe a 
contract, •'satisfactory proof'' of its 8
financial· abilitl( to carry out its r 
.rgreement. 

2. That "specified progress should 
be made in completion of the fa• 
cilities" for constructing ships It 
was understood that the contract 
stipulated that the yard be finished 
De<:ember 26. 

l 
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Pretty Little Good Neighbors 

s War Junk Dealer 
By THOMAS L. STOKES 

Tommy Corcoran really gets around in his new role of super-lobbyist and super-sales .. 
man here. ). 

r 
This stoTy of the former key New Dealer has to do with his activity as a junk sales­

~ 
~· 

man. 141 

It involves some Liberty Motor parts le ft over from the last war, a junk dealer in 
co 

New Jersey who owned them, the British who wanted them, and Mr. Corcoran, rep­ 1st 
doublresenting each party at one time or another, who turned the trick thru a lend-lease 

operation. 
In this little national-defense com­

edy Tommy turns up first as represen­
tative of the British, who wanted some 
Liberty Motor parts for use in repair­
ing tanks. Toe biggest single owner 
of Liberty Motors left over from the 
last war is Vimalert Co., Ltd., of New 
Jersey, junk dealers. 

USED BY RUl\f RUNNERS 

In the early '20s, the War Depart­
ment sold great quantities of surplus 
1Yar materials, including Liberty Mo­
tors, to junk dealers and others. There 
1Va.s a !low·ishing business for some 
junk dealers during prohibition-they 
sold the motors to bootleggers to use 
in fast rum-running boats. 

Tommy contacted Vimalert on be­
half of the English but his principals 
thought the price asked was too hig·h. 

Then, suddenly, Tommy turns up 
here at various places such as OPM 
and the War Department, but now as 
representative of the junk dealer, and 
proposes to sell the motor parts to 
the War Department' to be turned over 
to the British under the Lend-Lease 
Act. 

FlLED REQUEST IN APRIL 
Attending him in his negotiations 

-was Bernard J. Flynn, vice president 
of Vimalert. 

That was in late July. 
As far back as April, the British had 

put in a formal request for Liberty 
Motor parts thru Lend-Lease funds, 
and this reouest had been nendinl!'. 

For 

or c. 
:BC-Washie Organizes Club 
exce 

and He's Whole Works 
Ewing. 

From beyond our borders, these young ladies are to at-
tend the Dunblane Hall of Immaculata Seminary. Their fathers 
are -members of the Washing-ton diplomatic corps. Left to 
right: Reg'ina Sarmanho, daughter of the Commerci J Counselor 
of the Brazilian Embassy; Teresa Castro, daughter of the Min­
ister from El Salvador; Mirga Zadeikis, daughter of the Min­
ister from Lithuania, and Maria Fernandez, daughter of the 
Minister from Costa Rica. 

Panzers Ready to Take City 

Blue Army Pierces 
Shreveport Defenses 
(See "Hold Everything" on Page 23.) 

By United Pres~ 

The Blue Army claimed today that advance forces 
armored division had entered Shreveport and that f 
city was expected soon, ending the Army's grea 

m~nPlJVPl'<:: 



' New Jersey who owned them, the British who wanted them, and Mr. Corcoran, rep-
resenting each party at one time or another, who turned the trick thru a lend-lease 
operation. 

In this lltUe national-defense com­
edy Tommy turns up first as represen­
tative of the British, who wanted some 
Liberty Motor parts for use in repair­
,n, tanu. The big,est single owner 
of Liberty Motors left over from the 
last war is Vimalert Co., Ltd., of New 
Jt'rsey, Junk dealers. 

USED BY RUM RUNNERS 

In the early '205, the War Depart­
ment sold gre&t qu&ntltles of surplus 
w&r materials, including Liberty Mo­
tors, to Junk de&lers and others. There 
Wt!$ a nourishin1 business for some 
Junk dealers durintr prohibition-they 
sold the motors to bootleggers to use 
in fast rum-running boats. 

Tommy contacted Vimalert on be­
. half of the English but his principals 
thought the price &Sited was too high. 

Then, suddenly, Tommy turns up 
here at various places such as OPM 
and the War Department, but now as 
representative of the Junk dealer, and 
proposes to sell the motor parts to 
the war·DeP&rtment' to be turned over 
to the British under the Lend-Lease 
Act. • 

FU.ED REQUEST IN APRIL 
Attending him in his negotiations 

was Bernard J. Flynn, vice president 
of Vimalert. 

Th&t was in late July. 
As far back &S April, the British had 

put 1n a form&! request for Liberty 
Motor parts thru Lend-Lease funds, 
and this request had been pending. 
Sub.,equenUy Lend-Lease funds were 
allocated to the War Department for 
purchase of the required pa,rts. 

In conferences with OPM officials 
and War Department Ordnance offi­
cials. Mr. Corcor&n and his client ha.g­
&led over price. Vimalert first named 
wh&t ls described as "a considerable" 
price on 6-,ch pl.rt required. Then the 
price was reduced somewhat, and Mr. 
Corcoran and Mr. Flynn thought the 
deal We.&ready to 10 thru. . 

OFFICIALS OBJECT 
But Ordnance officials balked at the 

price, and at that point Under Secre-
tarJ of• War Patterson turned the Job 
of neeotiation over to Julius H. Arn-
berg, special Assistant to the Secretary
of war. Mr. Amberg· discovere<t that 
the war DeP&rtment had a price list 
for such materials, the "standard no-
menclature list," or. SNL, wbich fixes 
prices at which various materials are 
charged against appropriations in the 
Government when transferred from one 
deP&rtment to another. 

aome higher than the prices being 
asked by Mr. Corcoran for hi.s client. 
Tommy protested that this list did not 
properly represent values, that some 
prices were too high, some too low. 
Bis contenUon was for a cost-of-repro-· 
ductlon basis. 

REACH AGREEMENT 
Pin&lly Mr. Amberg agreed that the 

War Department would purchase from 
Vimalert such items as it offered at 
lower than the SNL price, equal to It, 
or 5 per cent hitrher, and that the Brit­
ish must purchase the rest for which 
a higher price was asked, out of their 
own funds. 

The British, it is reported, did not 
like this. Mr. Amberg Informed them 
that, If they could wait until Congress 
passed a pending bill authorizing the 
War Department to requisition such 
supplies, then the Department could 
act under that to procure the motor 
parts for them thru Lend-Let.Se. 

The British did not want to wait-­
they would still have been waltln1. So 
the deal was. closed. 

INVOLVED MILLION 
The War Department's part of the 

purchase was between $400,9()0 and 
'500,000, and the British had to pay 
for the rest, the whole deal involving 
aomething around a million dollars. 
The price fin&lly paid by the War De­
partment was about $100.000 less than 
Mr. Corcoran previously had &Sked. 

Thus the War Department bought 
back motors the Government paid for 
once 20 years ago. They never did 
1et into use in the l&St war, and the 
whole Liberty Motor chapter was the 
subject of a p06t-wa~ wyestleatlon. 

Washie Organizes Club. 
and He's Whole Works 

. 

I 

"Washie" Bratcher and admirers. 

By DIXON DONNELLY 

Tonight'at 9:30, some 500 toilers in Uncle Sam's vineyards will 
gather at the Washington Hotel for one of a series of weekly 
dances arranged by ~•Washie" Bratcher under the auspices of the 
All States Club (founder and managing director: Washie Bratch­
er). Music by Washie Bratcher's 

Everett Malcolm Bratcher, a 27-
year-old version of Mickey Rooney in 
the role of frenzied rotadlan-freely 
admits he launched the club to get 
bookings for his band-and promote 
Washie Bratcher. 

"Okay," he says, as candid as a 
mouthwash ad, "I've got a good spot 

Some of the prices for Liberty Motor • for my outfit. I've also got a chance 
parts on the SNL list were lower and • to make myself known. What this 

town needs is a good name band. When 
I sell Washie Bratcher, I'm also sell­
ing my band. The club's a swell way 
to do it. 

ONLY THE BEGINNING. 
"But," he adds with the disarming 

pe1·suasion of a Bible salesman, "I'm 
also promoting an organization where. 
Washingtonians from all over the 
couhtry can get together for clean fun 

14-piece orchestra. 

at little cost. These dances are only 
the beginning. When the club really 
gets going, with regular elected officers, 
I want to step out of the picture. Then 
my only connection wllJ be supplying 
its music." 

He proposes a super All states club­
house, to be constructed by "local busi­
ness men and interested westerners," 
which would also serve as "sbow case" 
for eastern . industry. Tied up with 
it in some way would be a lobby to 
promote western interests. 

The current dances, shortly to be 
made thrice-weekly affairs, have as 
their nucleus about 100 members of 
the club, which charges $1 entrance 
fee. Washie ls building up a mailln& 
list by offering door prizes. 

Marshall and Eliot 
Oppose Ullited Air Pl~n 

' 
By C~ARLES T. LUCEY 

Renewed argument for and against an inde­
pendent air force by three inilitary authorities­
Gen. George C. Marshall, Army Chief of Staff; 
Maj. Alexander· de Seversky and Maj. George 
Fielding Eliot-today spurred a controversy 
that is due for an early airing before Congress. 

Both Gen. Marshall and Maj. Eliot, the latter 
writing in the October Foreign Affairs, op­
posed creation of an air force independent of the 
Army and Navy, and offered sharp criticism of 
England's. independent Royal Air Force to sup-
port their claims. 

Maj. de Snersky, airplane designer1 
and flier, writing In the Octobt'r Arner-
l~n Mercury, censured this country's 
arr-power development and com -
mented: 

•·Unt.ll tllere la American air power, 

Gen. Marshall 

with a unified command unde: 
sighted officers, tand & planned 
stratety, the industry cannot h 

(Conticued on Paie 1' . 

From beyond our 
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are -members of t 
right: Regina Sarn 
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ister from El Salv 
ister from Lithua1 
Minister from Cos· 

Blue AJ 
Shreve1 
(See "Hold Evrrytbinr" 
By Onittd Pren 

The Blue Anny cl 
armored division ha 
city was· expected 1 

maneuvers. 
Leon Kay, United 

blitzkrieg and is no 
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column which enter1 
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Lear-were massed 
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United Press war cc 
is assigned is about 
expected to make a 1 
ents follow: 

'Reds' Surroun, • 
~, Armored. Fo 
By LEON KAY 

WITH THE BLUE 'I 
IN THE FIELD, Sept. 2 
Shreveport was believed 
day as advance element 
Army·s second armored 
trated its defen.,es an< 
city. 

The armored unlta hi 
est secrecy crossed the 
Into Texas at Merryvillf! 
ing, moved 200 miles r­
skirting the defendll" 
Army forces, and recr 
at Shreveport. 

Meanwhile the Jr 
slsted by aviation 
the Red center ur. 
less than 40 IT' 
The Reds still 
with massed f 
predicted the 
the defendb 
surrouned. 

Red pa•
•miles I:>· 
were 
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but 
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so 
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s 
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1 
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Didn't Like Decision: . I 

Arnold Offered to Quit 
Drug Suit Action 

B7 THOMAS L STOKES 
Thurman Arnold, Assistant Attorney General arid head of the Jus­

trce Department's Anti-Trust Division, submitted his resignation to At­
torney General Biddle at one point in the proceedings over anti-trust 
·suits involving contracts between German and American drug interests. 

He was tho roly aroused over the proposed settlement of the suits. 
a settlement seemingly. acceptable to Mr. Biddle. Among those nego­
tiating with Mr. Biddle was Thomas G. Corcoran, former key New Deal­
er, now super-lobbyist, who represented Sterling. Product:;, Inc. 

Mr. Corcoran was fighting strenuously against the filing in court, 
along with the consent decrees, of an. "information," a. substitute for Mr.Arnold 
crand-Jury Indictment. He sought to 
])revent any sort of criminal action­
which an "information" represents-­
against hi! clients, and to save them 
publicity, tho none of the other Amer­
ican companies attacked by the de­
partment for similar tie-ups with Ger­
man cartels had been so delicately 
treated. 

BALKED AT PROPOSAL 
The Anti-Trust Division balked at 

any such disp<Wtlon of the case .. 
Eventually the division won Its way 

on the "Information" and, all 1n all, 
1ot a better settlement than previously 
propased, tho tar from satisfactory to 
tbcee who worked on the case and 
knew the facts and who crttlcltt the 
final decrees as not strons enough or 
tight enough. . 

Having won some concessions, Mr. 
Arnold did not press his resignation. 
His Indignation at that time was mild 
compared to what employes in his di­
"Vision still feel over the disposition 
cf the case, and the circumstances sur­
roundins It, p a r t i c u I a r I y the way 
Tommy moved in and tried to take 
over. . 

HELPED BIDDLE GET JOB 
Mr. Corcoran was instrumental In 

bringing Mr. Biddle into the Admin­
istration and was active on behalf of 
his rec en t elevation from Solicitor 
General to Attorney General, to which 
j.here was some opposition within the 

• department. Tommy now Is promot­
ing himself tor Sollcitor General. 

While he could not ward off the 
.. Information," the voluminous evidence 
dug up by Justice Department inves­
tigators never went before a grand 
jury, tho some of it was sensational. 
This was quite a victory, for other 
almilar German-American cartel cases 
did go before grand Juries. 

The whole episode has been dlscour.: 
•ling to those In the Anti-Trust DI­
Ylsion who have developed a splendid 
esprit de corps under Thurman Ar­
nold, and who are fearful that It fore­
casts Innovations 1n anti-trust policy 
under the l'Uise of "national defense,'' 
an easing-up In the fight a g a 1n s t 
monopoly and concentrated control. 

FEAR REPETITION 
'lbe combinations between German 

and American drug companies, now 
broken up by consent decrees, kept up 
the prices of some drugs thru market­
ing agreements, involving division of 
territory, patent pools, price-fixing, and 
a c tu a 1 percentage payments to the 
Germans for use of their processes and 
patents.

The question asted here Is, will the 
consent decrees be ettectlve In pre­
YenUn1 a repetition of theae practices? 

$6000 Limit on Ho1 

Crowded D. C. J,· 
The $6000 sale price ceiling on residenti r. 

Director Dona]d M. Nelson, will apply inr 
housing shortage here, the OPM said todir 

Ofticlals added that "apparently a 
mi6construction had been placed on 
the order." 

"OPM does not Intend for the $6000 
price to be an average; it Is absolutely 
the top price except In special cases," 
they said. "We would look with the 
greatest favor on dwellings with a 
sale price considerably under the ceil­
ing:" 

PRACTICALLY A BAN 
E.'<ceptions to the order, The News 

was told, will be "few and far be­
tween." 

It was pointed out that while t' 
order does not prohibit the constr 
tlon of dwelling units with a 
price in excess of $6000 or of a· 
ments or rental units which re, 
more than $50 monthly, const· 
under these figures will be 
absolute priority and, therefor 
be virtually Impossible to 
more expensive buildings. 

Actual defense housing, 
some of the "few and far ~ 
ceptlons will be grantet' 
disregard of rental or •· 
characterized by OP!t' 
"small,low-cost units, 1 
tense plants and ve, 
the plant personnel." 

THE 'RETROAC1 
Altho the order 

will apply to dw, 
construction, it 
"conceivable" tt­
worked out to 
without regal" 

The order 
unanimous 
builders. • 
Washlngt, 
veloper , 

"It Is 
la pla· 

In " ruin· 
ve1, 

OdditV 

La1 

A 
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Dramatic Incident Recalled: ~ . ·~ 

Tommy's 'Junk' Clie'n't.. ..J;. . ,__ _____ 

Once Defied State Dept. 
By THOMAS L •STOKES 

Old front-page stories and personalities have a_ way of bobbing up again. ·-w-
Few perhaps recall now, tho it was less than five years ago, the incident of the Span• 

ish ship Mar Cantabrico, loaded with airp1anes, engines and engine parts for Loyalist 
Spain, which slipped out of New York harbor over the State Department's protest 
while Congress was vainly trying to pass a resolution that would have halted it. 

It was a few days' sensation, soon•----------------------------
forgotten.-

But there ls a link between that In-
cldent and the recent sale to the War 
Department of World War Liberty 
Motor parts for transfer to the Brit­
ish under the Lend-Lease Act. The 
parts are to be used In repairing Brit­
ish tanks.) 

CORCORAN WAS AGENT 
The link is the Vimalert Co., Ltd., 

of Jersey City, dealers in surplus 
war materials. Vlmalert furnished the 
cargo for the Spanish vessel, and 
Vimalert supplied the Liberty Motors 
parts for sale to the War Department 
for .nearly half a m!IJ!on dollars. 

The second chapter ls Interesting 
here because Tommy Corcoran, ex-
New Deal official turned lobbyist, was 
the representative, first of the British 
and then.of Vimalert, !n seJJ!ng the 
Liberty Motor parts--once sold bf the 
Government-back to the War Depart-
ment and to the British. • 

Mr. Corcoran was a Government 
official when Vimalert's preside n t, 
Robert cuse, defied the State Depart­
ment five years ago on the Spanish 
ship matter, and he was fuJJy aware 
of all the circumstances and the Ad­
ministration's re.sentmen t. 

DIDN'T COME THIS' TIME 
Mr, Cus"e did not appear here at aJJ 

In the Liberty Motors deal. He is still 
president of Vimalert, and the real 
principal in this latest dea1, but he did 
not show as Mr. Corcoran's client. 
"Barney" Flynn acted instead. 

Mr. Cuse, as a matter of fact, la not 

~"'··,····' ·· 
}' :, · ·•. 
V • 

s. s. MAR CANTABRICO-
A Forgotten SenJation • 

. 
In very good favor with the Ad­
·m'!nistration. At the time of the Span­
ish ship Incident five years ago he 
got in the ha.Ir of officials here from 
President Roosevelt on down. 

He had a cargo valued at $2,777,000 
at stake then, being loaded for Spain. 
He came to the State Department to 
get a license a.nd officials tried to dis­
suade him, explaining fully the hands-

justthecontrolJOI~... 

Ille 
~ 

off policy of the Administration toward 
the Spanish war. 

But Mr. Cuse had the letter of the 
law on his side and he insisted. 

President Roosevelt called. in State 
Department officials and congressional 
leaders and decided that prompt action. 
must be taken thru a simple re!Olution, 
which could be passed 'thru Congress In 
one day, banning shipments of war 
materials to either side in the Span­
ish Civil War. 

The re.solution was rushed thru Con­
gress the next day, but not quickly 
enough, for the Mar Cantabrlco 
steamed out at 1 :47 p. m., while Con­
gress was still debating. 

Thus Mr. Cuse gave the Administra­
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About That Midriight Ride 
of 'Paul Revere' Corcoran 
By THOl\lAS L. STOKES 

Around the Justice Department now th ey speak of Thomas G. Corcoran as "Paul 
Revere Corcoran." 

Tommy's nickname comes trom a night ride into the Virginia mountains which oc­
curred while the lawyer-lobbyist, formerly a key New Dealer, was busying himself 
about the department as representative of SterUng Products, Inc. This firm was cited· 

, fo~r violation of the anti-trust laws along with three subsidiaries which had contracts 
.with German companies and a German-co ntrolled Austrian company-contracts now 
'dissolved by consent decrees. · 

The story has to do with a letter 

Paul Revere 
1775 1941 • 

which Attorney General Biddle was to 
send to Commerce Secretary Jones 
.suggesting that the Commerce Depart­
ment provide Information about some 
aspects of the South American drug 
trade to be used 1n connection with the 
anti-trust cases. (One of the contract& 
assigned the South American territory 

former rapi_d-fire order:giver in the 
Admlnlst~ation. They discovered th athe hadn t changed much, tho paid 
more now for his super-generalship. 

He was constant),y lnterterln&'.. de• 
!'l",'.t\ \'f.,,,._, ~•••ll>1"1\"sl\-•-11tt.,N-..;>.~-._.,-.,-

\. 

mandlnii speed, speed and more speed. 
He Insisted that employes hand11ng the 
case work • 1nto tlie night, and. on or­
ders from above. they did.• One night 
the lights burned until 3 a. m. His ex-
planatlon was that It was necessary to 
get the case settled quickly In order to 
oust the Germans from the South 
American market. Once he said, In hlis 

. 

.I 

Mr. Biddle 

stacca.to fashion, that while they were 
delaying here "the Germans are put-
ting up pUlboxes in South America." 

In these tactics, however, those work-
Ing on the case suspected an attempt 
to tire them d~•n, wear them out, with 
the prospect that something would be 
overlooked· that might have penalized
Mr. Corcoran's client. _ 

He spent much time 1n the Attorney· 

. 
Thev gave t'!,e signal. 

. • 
Generals office, but. was forever dart­

. ins in and out of other offices where 
<Continued on Page 32). 

The,-... 're Battll11g Today 
to the Germans.) 

WOULDN'T STA!llD FOR DELAY 
The letter was prepared. , Tommy 

wanted to get it into Secretary Jones' 
hands at once. He wanted everything 
in connection with the case done 1n a 
hurry. But Mr. Biddle's signature was 
required and Mr. Biddle was not in 
Washington. He v:as at Skyland, Va. 

Tommy would not listen to sugges­
tions that the Jetter await Mr. Biddle's 
return from the week-end. It must be 
signed right av:ay. So he persuaded 
Thurman !,rnold, head of the Anti­
Trust Division, to go with him by auto­
mobile at night to Skyland to get the 
Attorney Generars signature. 

They localed Mr. Bitidle, and he 
signed. 

This Is typical o! what ls now called 
around the department "the Corcoran 
blltzkrieg·• on behalf of his clients, for 
whom his brother David Is employed 
tn Sterling International, and export
subsidiary. 

LAWYERS WOOZY 
Lawyers and experts or the Anti­

Trust Division know they have been 
thru something. They are sllghUy 
woozy-but, more than that, they are 
resentful that a lawyer in private prac­
tice should move in and take over the 
way Tommy did. even tho he is a close 
friend of the Attorney General and 1P. "' -News-ACUle. -

NEW YORK-John R. Davis, insurgent Republican (left), is 
matching his strength today against Fiorello LaGuardia (n:jght . ,
for the Mayoralty of New York. DlSt, Atty. Dwyer IS unop
for Democmtic nomination. 

,,1A.1 \ "'4\\"f>\,"l\i\\-.lr,\\'\.~\~1'il\.l~UU.1'.a~ 

Corcoran... 
(Continued From Page 3) 

epople were at work on the case, sud­
denly stepping to the telephone every • 
so often to buzz some Important offi­
cial. Some of these calls went to Je&se 
Jone&. . 

One of his outbursts has become fa-
mous around the department. 

"You see,'' he said, "I'm not trying 
to exert any pressure or ln!luence. The 
only person I talk to 13 Biddle." 

Mr.· Corcoran was lnfiuentlal In 
bring!nii Mt. Biddle Into the Adminis­
tration. Recently he busied himself on 
behalf of Mr. Biddle's promotion from 
Solicitor General to Attorney General. 

Sen. Truman <D, Mo.), chairman o! 
the special Senate CommJttee on Na­
tional Defense, recently said he was 
having hb Investigators look into law-. 
yer-lobbylsts. 

. 

https://stacca.to


~n Important Question: (r ~ 

Who Stopped lnquir o 
Tommy the Cork's Clients? 
17 THOlUAS L: STOKES 

·A Federal grand jury never got to hear the evidence dug upby Justice Department_ 
nvestigators concerning contracts between a group of American drug firms and Ger• 
nan interests-contracts recently dissolved in consent decrees. 
The inve.~ti&ator., neveT completed 

1eir work. . 
It· can be stated authoritatively that 

hey were turning up some rather een-
1tional evidence concerning the more 
~ent operations or subsidiary com­
anles or Sterling PrOducts. Inc., 1n 
~uth America. evidence which leaves a 
iCquestion mark L'l to the efficacy of 
he consent decrees designed to drive 
he Germans from that market. 

GOT OfT CBt:APL Y 
Had this evidence gone before a 

rand Jury, Sterling Products. repre­
ented by Thomas G. Corcqran, for-
1erly New Deal lieutenant now turned 
>bbylst, might not have got bf! With 
he negligible fines of .$26.000, with an 
information" substituting for grand 
ury action, and with consent decrees 
hat have bten criticized as much 

weaktr than they should have been. the Winthrop Chemical Co., Wilming­
Previously, these articles have dis• ton, Del., which. produces "ethicals," 

closed the Incessant activity of Tommy dru~ which require a doctor's prescrip­
Corcoran for this client with whom his tion as distln~uished from proprietary 
brother. David Corcoran, Is associated; medicines. Altha Its contracts of 1923 
his constant close touch with Attorney and 1926 with I. G. Farben, the German 
General Biddle; his annoyance or Gov­ drug corparation. forbade it to sell ln 
ernment lawyers working on the case; the South American territory, yet from 
hi., calling upon the powerful Jesse JanCiary, 1940, to April, 1941, it took 
Jones. Commerce Secretary and Federal over the Latln American market for 
Loan Administrator, for whom he for­ I. O. Farben because the latter could 
merly worked when in the Government. not get Its products thru British block­

ade. They W!'re distributed thru I. O.l\'HO STEPPED IN! Farben agents.
Who stopped the Investigation? 
Who stopped submission or the evi­ HOLDING flRM BOLDS HALF 

dence to a grand jury? Fifty per cent of the stock of Win­
Thf'se are Important questions In throp l.s held by General Aniline & 

view of certain circumstances which Film, a holding company which the 
may here be recited. Justice Department has said la con­

One of the subsidiaries of S~rling L.~ trolled by l G. Farben. so that pre­
sumably 50 per cent of the profits ot 
the South American busineS&Will find 
t.helr way ultimately back to I. G. 
Farben.3 Warships Blown Up 

The consent decrees do not sever this 
stock relationship, tho they dissolve 
the 1923 and 1926 contracts coverlnc all 
joint business a1Tangements.at Swedish Navy Base 

The question raised, outside of th& 
fact that the American company la

STOCKHOLM, Sept. 17-Three of the most modern of 12 de­ ostensibly bulldlnc up reserves for the 
Jtroyers in the Swedish navy were reported today to have been German company, Is whether, after the 
lestroyed in an -explosion in which 31 were killed and 11 injured. 11·ar,L O. Farben will not resume lt.s 

shipments to Latin America as here­rhe destroyers were said to have been the Goteborg, the Klas Horn 
md the Klas U ggla. 

Reports said -the explosions had oc­
-red at the Maersgarn ·Naval Base 
'1e Stockholm archipelago .. 

\MES BALK PROBE 
Klas Horn and the Klas Uggla. 
'"If 1020 tons. were laid down in 

ch had normal complements 
120 officers and men. The 

'id down in 1935, was ot 
'h a normal complement 

and men. 
'openhagen to the om-

• Agency said the ex­
"\ Stockholm Harbor. 

lazing oil on water 
1isaster prevented 

~ation.) 
--elago Includes 

• and small 
The islands 
sea. 
~he Gote• 

• near a 
~ that 

mis-

In 
·,y 
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Six More Freighters 
Sunk,BerlinReports 

BERLIN, Sept. 17-The High Com­
mand t.oday siud German submarines 
operating In the North Atlantic had 
sunk six more enemy merchant ships 
totallnc. 27.000 tons. 

(The High Command's communique 
did not say when or where. The ships 
presumably were British or operating 
for the British. Submarines normally 
do not report ships destroyed by them 
for some time after sinltings have oc­
curred and it Is possible the ships re­
ported sunk t.oday went down before 
President Roosevelt made his "shoot 
first·• speech.) 

WheelerIs Target 
for Eggs at Rally 

Bil,LINGS, Mont., Sept. 17-Slx eggs 
were thrown at Se-n. Burton K. Wheel­
er, Isolationist leader, when he mt.n­
tioned the name or Charles A. Lind­
bergh in an address here last night 
under auspices of the America Plrst 
"lornmltt~. 

Sen. Wheeler said freedom of speech 
'· been deruett the filer. The 8en­

was--not hit: by tbe eggs and while 
• booed he continued to accuse 

~nt Roosevelt or sub.scrlblnc to 
hnlques of dictators in order 

America Into "cruet. blOOdy, 
var." . .. .. . ...... 

tofore and Winthrop withdraw, on the 
ground of too severe German compe­
tition and Without the necessity ot: 
making any agreements with I. 0. Par­
ben such as are barred under the con­
sent decrees. 

While the· object of the consent de­
crees ls to force Sterling Products to 
compete with I. G. Farben 1n South 
America, Sterling Is left free under 
them -to decide where it can sell It.a 
products feasibly and profitably, which 
would seem to have a loophole in view 
of the company's. past associations with 
German Interests . 

Tbe Bayer Co., of New York, 1a an­
other subsidiary ·of Sterling which, lilt& 
Winthrop, was a party to the antl­
tr11.5t case. It had a contract with 
I. o. Parben, dating back to 1920, by 
which lt was assigned the United States 
~rrltory, and agreed to pay I. G. Far­
ben 75 per cent of lts profits In Soutn 
America. 

Like Winthrop, It helped out lt.s 
German associate when the British 
blockade ·st.opped shipments to Soutti 
America. 

Prom December, 1939, to April, 1941, 
Bayer shipped aspirin to I. G. Parben 
agenciea in South America for dis­
tribution and supplied that market 
with aspirin and other proprietary 
medicines, made in the United States 
but packaged Just like the German 
product 11,nd marked "sold for account 
of I. G. P'arben.'' which kept the Ger­
man name predominant 1n South 
American markets. 

Tbe Justice Department began Its ln• 
,estI&aUon In April, 1941. 
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Thurman Jl'Dold graduated from Prinoetcn in 1911. 

Earl Irvine McOlintook graduated fran Primeton in 1912. 

McOlintock ia listed in Poore 1941 directory as 
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.. ea - I 
t,-,. Helped Get Contracts ,, 

r Br I.he Auoclated Pre ... • 
a A ~odd Shipyard Corp. official to­
" day termed u not true rumon 
•- which Chairman Truman of the 
• Senate Defense Investlgating com-

mittee told him had been heard in 
• Washington Ulat Ute corporation 
1 had employed Thomu Corcoran, 
0 former administrattron adviser, in 
• order to ret-Government·contracts. 
,. The shipyard official -was Jamea 

,:. Barnes, Wuhington representa­
tive of Ute Todd corporation, who 
had testified Utat hJs company had 

> received Government and British 
contracts for 306 ships at an esti­
mated construction cost of $688,-
337,000, although "not a dollr,r of

1 thla b1'Sineaa was ever solicited by
ua." r ' "It la rumored in Washington,". 
Senator Truman told hlm, "that you' 

: employed Tommy Co,coran 1n order 
to get these big contract.a." 

{ "It's not true," Mr. Barnes re-
plied. "He was employed, if he was1

• ·employed at all, by Mr. Kaiser in the 
Y maimeaium business." 
" Mr .. Barnes later told report.en 
~ that he referred to Henry Kaiser, an 

official of ali: companies, which 1s in 
i-rt,Mnhip ·,nth .Tadd .. corporation. 

a. Mr. Xalaer,,.Mr. Barnes •id, had 
I· man:, other bua1ne• interests. 
te Senator Trumaa-aald that nevee­
'I'! thel• there were "plenty of rum011" 
lh 1n the Capital -il\at--Mrtu.,,
m had 6een retatnecf to. 1et b eu 
ta for the Todd .corporatfon. • : . 
\e Reiterating hta denial, Mr. Barmil 
ea told senator Truman that the Todd 
• corporation wu "too smart t.o do 

Utat." • . • 
>- Mr. Barnes testifted that the max- I1 

,r lmum profit to tlle Todd corporaUon I' 
11 on the contracts, which Included t 
>! vessels for the Navy and Maritime 
'.d Commission as well as the British 
,- , Purchasing Commission, would be n 
h $23.587,134. , 3 

;o He asserted that this business I 
•. came to the company despite the 1s·. 
I fact Utat lb, had been in Ule ship t 

repair . btislnesa only before the 
>- emergency prOIJ'8,m ·and "did every-._,, 
t· thing possible to a.void goin1 into •• 

the _ahJpb~dJ.nt business." _ _ . " 
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'1LobbyistRole~ 
'CostsCorcoran' 
·Biddle's~ • • ~Job~-

tt:. . ... i '.!'.. • i 
tJ~dici~ry ~n,mittN _, jI

J . : .100 Per Cent Opposed, t 
- . -· u· 

Van Nuys Declares. cc 
b( 

I. By CBESLY 11(,\NLY PE 
ThoDJUG. ·corcoran,• former M 

No:. 1 • New Deal .,~tn Truster be 
and polltlcal fixer, probably will all 

escape an immediate ·-senate ln- m­
v~tliatlon of hi.I fabulous ·1~wyer• ne 
lo~bY1nl_actlvlt1ea,·_1,~it_wlll cost [ 
him the' Job tor which be haa 
pulled some mtahty Potent wire&- Pa 

\ Sol1c~ aener.i ot-the United •. 
State& . _;::..· • .. t ' e. ~- , 

- Tlils wu the prospect-yesterday&ll 
when Chairman ••Frederick .Van et 
Ntir's CD.>, of Indiana, uld hla mi 

• Judiciary Committee would "vote ~ 
unanimously to disapprove Tommy to, 
Corcor&n's nomination u $0licltor ~ 
General." .BecaU!e of-this o_ppoal• . ! 

• tlon, Informed aources said, Pres!- at' 
dent Roosevelt Is not expected to 
appoint Corcoran to the p011t re- ;:i
cently . vacated when Solicitor a 
General Fran_d! ~iddle became Le' 
Att.orney Oen~ • , , . , ' - no 
lndonecl by:•.1-.:: • • • ~ 

• One hllh ~t~ember of l. 

the Judlcl&l'J' <:ommtttee, who re-
fuud to be ,Quoted, 'l&id he had 
been told "on hllh autborlt,"' that 
flve·New Deal Juaticea· of·tbe SU- 1·' 

preme Court, headecf . t,y Pellx • 
P'rankfurter. ~ wrUten to Preal· • 
dent Roosevelt 1U'lin1 Corcoran•, 
appointment ·u Sollcltar·Oeneral. 
Corcoran was one of Prof: Prank• •. 
1urter'1 prodllious ."hot . ~" .at 
the Harvard Unlt.enlt,,. • Law 
School: .,.·: '~.-.. • :,-':. ',_ -

Chalrm~ Vai\ NUYi said' an 
A d ministration , apokeaman ap­
proached h1m with respect to Cor- • 
coran'a chances ot committee ap- P. 
proval. • The Senator satd ' a •sur• d1 
vey Indicated hla committee wo\lld n; 
reJec~ . the • nomination ttnan1• a 
mously. But ft.rat. he said, there 1would be an exbauatl•e lnvestlra-
tion of. Corcoran'.a actlvltlea. 1 

lnftS_t.lratlon E..ae4 • • ·: 

Buch an 1nvestlgatlpn ht.a been I 
demanded by many Senators. SQ 1 
far without hope .orsuccess. Sen-r a tor Barry s. Truman <D.)., of i 1~1.S$0,ur1,who was aent to the Sen• 
ate by Kansas cttJ'• malodorous ·, 
Penderraat machine, haa been 1 
aaked ~atedly lo ht.le C(>rco, 1 
ran before hi.I special commlttee .1created to lnvesttcate ~e pre-
parednesa pro,ram;· • 'f.f um a n, , 
however, hu evaded_'all _aueh re- , 
quests. . • 

Corcoran resll!ne<i bl.I 'nominal ; 
Government Jg\) u 1peclal counsel • 
for the RecomtrucUon Il'til&n"!!l ' 
corporation about a year_ -.o to . 
escape the inhiblU.on.s •. ,c,Z t.bf 
Hatch A.et in • wor1tin1 tor Prelli· 
dent • .Roolevelt'a election . for a . 
third \el'JD. Soon. after . the elec• . 
t.lon he told trlenda that l\i.9 next 
Government Job ,rou,14be that of '. 
SoUcltor' GeDtraloe·:~- United I
State& :, _., , . I 

. . \ ' 
~meciat Million In' Yw, 1 

Bar1Y thll-· 1~ .Cor~ was, 
quoted by triendl ., iaY1ni he in· 
tended to make one mU11ondol- l 
l&rt 1n one year and then would I 
nturn to tbe .Government 11ervice. , 
M~ recez,tlY, it . la . -related, he t 
l&f4be would han t,o-"'doublethe, t 
prlce or abort.en the lime," 80 t 
~t WU the St.ream ~ cuh C0Pl" 
tns 1n trom OovelllJMll$ contrao­
tora and other cl{.mta IUbJectto . 
Government re,ul&Uon or reward. 

Corcoran wu p e cu It a r 1 Y 
eoilloned tor b1a .new, role u a 

https://abort.en


:Ad mtn.t.stratlon . apoll:eaman ap, -
proached him with rupect to Cor• ,. 
cot&D'••~Qel ot OOIDJllttteeap, 'T" 
i,rovaJ. 'l'tie 8enator •td a •aur• df ,. ·ve, lndlcaled h1aoommlttee would a 
reJect , &be ~•tlon unanl• a 
mcnsaly. But ftnt, he aald, there J 
would be an.exhaustive lnveatl1a• 
tloll of, Con:oran:a actlvltlea. ' 

. . . ~ 

ln.U,.tlola E'flMJed J• . , . 
Such an lnveat11atlon hu been I 

demanded •by many senators. •~ 1
far without hope of mccesa. Sen• 
ator Harry 8. Truman <DJ, of f 
J,41.Do,url,wbo wu aent to the Sen• 
,ate by Kanaal Ctty'1 malodoroua I 
Pender1ut· machtne, hu ~ been 1 
uud ~atedly '° hale COrco- 1 ran beffire hta IJ)edal commlttee 

1created to lnveatlsate the pre-
p&redneaa proeram. Tr um a.n, ·, 
however, hu naded all •uch re­
quests. • • • . • 

,-Corcora11,.~ hil qomlDal
GO'lernmentJQI>'I.a special counsei : 
for the Reconstruction 1"1nanee • 
Corporat.km about a year . ...,Q to 
ucape the Jnhtbltlons \Of· ·.t.M 
Ba~h Aet 1n worklnr for Preli­
dent ·~elt'a election for • a 
third.~. Soon after the· elec• 
tlcm he t.old trlenda that hi! next 
aov~rnmeni JOb would be that of : 
l!JC>Ucltor,~ral of the United 1 

- State&. 
, ~ . .. .-

-~ al Mlllloa la Year j 
.. rlJ tb1I · . year . Corcoran was ' 

quoted bJ frlenda •u u.ytni he ln· 
~ tended t,o mate one million dol· 1 

lan ln one year and then would l 
i-eturn t,o the .Government aervtce. t 
More ·lecerJtly, It ta_ related, he t 
safd he would hLn to "double the 1 
price or shorten ·the Ume," ao t 
great was the stream of cuh com-· 
tnr ln from Oove~ent contrac• 
t.on and other clienta aubJect to : 
Government re,ulatlon or reward . 

. Corcoran was p , c u 11a r l Y 
equipped for hi& •new, role as a . 
la,ryer-lobbrtat, since there wu 
h&rdly·a Oo.emment department' 
or t.leDCT the legal ltaff of which l 
be bad not .■elected. ln whole or ,l 
tn part, :Needinr no office, he 1 
"practlcea law· out of h1I hat," 1
Jnovinr from one IUDlptuoua alr­
conditloned OOYel'JUlleot office-to 
another. • • : ~ • ,._ 

have ' 
a • . •. - - - _ 

J. Kaile~: kindoffil 'BcfcLJCADP13-9:m~anyt 
bulldet. HiII, "plicliig' "'i'fielr trle'fill! bi hn· I 

JAJltaut PuSts ln the aervlce; de- ' 
zatlon of ,9,250,000 from the RFC veloping contacts active in promot- t 
t,o construct • marnestum plant. ing vendettas; Intent upon per- 1
He 11 associated. with the Todd sonal publicity. • . • 
Bhlpbulldlnr Corporation, which "Having laid this groundwork
hu Oovern,ment contracts aggre- they· then leave the public service 
gatlnr more than. half a blllion 1n order to represent private con- 1 
·dollars. . • cems which aeek Government con• S 

' Corcoran'• numerous o t h e r tracts or loans, Ql' clients having . 
clients have Included David Sar• bualnell! b e f ore administrative c 
noff, head of the Radio Corpora• a,enciea manned by men indebted f 
tlon of America, L. W. "Chip" to them for their. poeta." ' 
Robert, former aecretary of the j ,;;;;;;;:;;;;:;;;;:;;;;:;;;;:;;;;:;;;;:;;;;:;;;;:;;;;:;;;;:~ lDemocratic National c~ttee, . 

whose enclneertnr firm ape<:taUzea KAYEoP'in Navr and other Government • 
bu.sinesa; and the Bterllna Prod· 
ueta Company, a drur and ·chem• 
ical concern with which Corco- E t .. ' • '• 
ian's brother, Davtd:ts •auociat.ed. n, ranee • 
Contracts bet,,.een the drur com- th S 
pany and' Werman Interest. were . , 604 11 ' 

,\ diaaolved by .Pederal • court action 
and a •conaent decree u entered. 
Corcoran, lt 11 reported, blocked 
• irand • jury ~ft.ltilatlon pro- , 
l>Oledby the .JuatJ.ce Department'• 
anti-trust divtaton. • 

• Llllenihal Becalled 

Jt ls well understood ln Con• 
• , 11'9111that David LWenthal, di• 

rector and ehalrman deel,nate of 
th• TenneuM Valley Authority,
had Corcoran ln mind when he 
wot. an article appearlnr ln the 
current llaue of \he public admin· 
latratton review. • 

tlr 

. -W• i.11know " the younr men 
who come Into public ■ervlce with 

h-eoundtn1 talk about dewtlnr 
well-trained. brLlna to the 

uhllc tntere1t,", Lllienthal 'WJ'Ote. 
"We ave aeen Ulem develop a 

,. 

-: 

Corcoran ii •reported to 
ade $250,0QO ~ntlnr 

lnrle client, !fierD'J 
eat Coast 'malt.er 

. r obtained a. loan . authori-

https://�auociat.ed
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An ·Amazing Man: ~3 J~_'1\ 

Here's More De'tails 
of Tommy's Ship Deal 

By, THOMAS L STOKES 

The plot thickens around Tommy Corcoran, once ardent New Deal 
lieutenant, and the amazing "influence" business he has built up here 
to get defense contracts for clients. . 

Herein is more detail about one of his operations, the so-called Sa­
vannah shipyards case, discussed previously in these dispatches. This 
affair involves Frank Cohen, a New York promoter, and his Empire 
Ordnance Co., which is not an ordnance company at all but a sort of 
holding company of the type which Mr. Cohen once set up, with rare 
genius, in the insurance field. • Now he has applied the same pattern 
in the defense contract field. The Con 

Mr. Corcoran is field marshal of his 
Washington "brains and influence" 
corps, drawing an annual salary, it is CrashDuringChaselearned today, as an officer of the 
company. Regulations of the War and 
Navy Departments, as well as of the Fata~to Passenger Maritime Commission (which handled 
the Savannah case), forbid the pay- A 60-mile-an-hour race with a police 
ment of a fee to get contracts. car thru Northwest Washington re-

The drama of the Savannah case sulted yesterday In the death of Em-
opened in a law offic~ here last Febru- mett Dodson, 32, of 813 Mt. Vernon 
ary-the office of the firm of Dempsey Place nw, the District's 85th traffic 
& Koplovitz. The partners are William victim of the year. 
J. Dempsey and William C. Koplovitz, • Policeman L. C. Houff of the Acci-
tormerly chief counsel and -assistant Mr. West Mr.-Dempsey dent Investigation Unit repo1ted that a 
counsel, respectively, of the Federal car driven by Vernie Plumley, 23, of 
Communications Commission. Like Nazi Atrocities 4614 Fifth-st nw, passed him at "50 or. Told 
other young Government lawyers, they • 60" miles an hour on lower Seventh-st 
moved into the more remunerative field ·1nMoscowBroadcastabout 1 :30 a. m. Monday and that he 
of private practice. Mr. Dempsey Is chased it for 25 blocks before it crashed 
the son of ex-Rep. John• J. Dempsey into a taxt on Kenyon-st.3of New Mexico, who for a time was a LONDON, Dec. . - Rpadio !Mi otscniow, Mr. Dodson died at Gallinger Hos­
member of the Maritime Commission hea rd by th e Umted ress s e n~ pital yesterday of head injuries.
and is now Under Secretary of the post, today told of ghast 1y scenes a . ---,,--,--------------
Interior. Rostov when Red cavalry swept back LOST AND FOUND 

When Mr. Corcoran began the pri- into the city. Quoting the Red armyh t • 'd BILLFOLD-Black; Yleinlty 12th and. P StLvate practice of law here several argan, Red Star, t e repor sa1 : • N.w. •. Renrd. TR. uzs. 
months back he did not open an office, "Multilated bodies of Innocent people BRACELET-Diamond and Sapphire. Jost Ill 
but availed himself of the privilege of lay everywhere. Many hundreas of In- front or 5302 J:d1emoor Lane, Bethesda, Md. 
a desk and a place to park his coat tellectuals, workers, old men, women Call Bmer.,on 3223. Reward. 
in the Dempsey & Koplovitz office. and chltdren were tortured to death BROWN PURSBContalnln, 2 w1tehes and important papera.

So, on a day in February, E. George and .shot by the invaders in the streets Silver Sprtn 1 bus terminal. Keep moneJ', re-
Butler, executive secretary of the and squares of the city." turn conltnt& • and purse. MI. 303~. 

Savannah Port Authority, walked into Near the Gorky Theater, opposite Cocker Spaniel-$10 Reward 
the office of Dempsey & Koplovitz to the Rostov city park, the report added, Male, black, • tan reet, brown collar: D() 

discuss Mr. Cohen's proposal to build the Germans "seized all passerby and __ -------==..,......-=­ta_,_·._sR_e~p_h_er_d_7_47a_-.,.,w_. 
a shipyard at Savannah for the con- machine gunned them with dum-dum COLLIE-LIBERAL REW ARD 
struction of Government ships. bullets." More than 60 bodies were Half crown, auburn & white, •lc. Sll10 Park, 

There he found Mr. Cohen, pres!- found there, the report said. Dec. t. Mr. cook. u. 0414. 
dent of Empire Ordnance. Mr. Cor- One wounded Russian soldier, it was OVERNIGHT BAG-Sm. brown; contatn\ns 

babJ' neces.. PICt\lres. presciolL, keepaakes.h 1 W t f Oh1• 

gressman and New Deal offlc1al, ~nd burned alive with kerosene. At an- SCHNAUZER-REWARD
coran, C ar es es , ormer . . 0 con- claimed, was dragged from a celiar and 700 block A, st. s.B. Reward. TR. Ul5. 

other lawyers up to the total of nme. other point 35 soviet wounded prison- 11..• 
· MAUI, SMALL: ANSWERS TO "Z!:C~ 

····-·-.W.QJlttoqe.d..,AA.,.eH~ .31L., .•• 1~•efL~~r~.~ll*---·•--.- .. ---·•--..-· - ~- ,~µlt ~P. ON-I...~~~~-· 
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By ANDREAS SPENSER 
One day back when the 

Supreme Court fight was· 
at its hottest, a lawyer 
friend of Tommy Corcoran 
eanie down from New York 
to see if he could "talk 
reason with the boy." 
The friend, unlike many 

a politician who had been 
1ummoned into the pres­
ence of the Corcoran-Cohen 
team for one purpose or 
another, was unimpressed 
by Tommy!s elaborate 
labyrinth of offices and 
aecretaries·. 

He said: 

"Tom. 11ou're a bachelor. 
and I suppose you can still 
be called young, 

"But i,ou're working vour 
heart out down here and 
what does it get you? What 
ure i,ou after? What do vou 
want? 

Tommy Corcoran in those 
days was a. man sought after as 
no other less than the President 
himself. He was a Keeper of 
Official Secrets, a Moulder of 
Public Power. 

Corcoran and Cohen were 
tnaklng law by order of the Pres• 
tdent and then having it rati• 
fied by Congress. A.",.·hP,.,.,.,;e 
the supreme Court had bucked 
at being told to add its indorse• 
ment also, th~ Court was being
fired !or the President. By, of 
course, Corcoran and Cohen. 
Congress was supposed to get
the old court out and the new 
Court in. Corcoran and Cohen 
would show 'em how. 

TommyGiggles 
So, under the _circumstances, 

Tommy had to giggle, 

• "WeU," he said, "I O'UeS& 
cbOut all I want is to see the 
admini&tration of government 
oo smoot1UJI. We've got a lot 
of /int young men in the legal 
divisions throughout the whole 
Government now. They're 
trail blazing. 

"I'd like, I ouesa, ;u,t to be 
11 Civil service commissioner 
,ome dat1 and help finish· up 
....... ,_,. .,.,. th, r.nt1,rt1.m.ffl.t 

The only thing is, YOU would 
have a hard time hiring Tommy 
to represent you if you tried to 
look him up in the 'phone book. 

Tommy doesn't have an of• 
flee. 

Out of the Hat 
He "practices law out of his 

hat." as a perhaps resentful rival 
attorney with office, name on 
door, leather chairs and expen­
sive, cash-eating secretaries has 
put It. 

"Right out of his hat,'' says
this eminent counsel. 

"Doesn't need an office. He 
Just uses the offices of a.11those 
boys he got Jobs in the govern-
m.-nt u..,Y'\_,.. ....... .,,__,. 4- ... - ... 

brother Dave ln the chemical 
business, word ha.s got round 

. that Tommy ha.a been offered 
• the Solicitor Generalship, a. post 
· that will fall vacant it Mr. 
Francis Biddle is made Attorney 
General. ' 

How have all these wonderful 
things come to pass, anyhow?

Everybody knows, of course, 
how Tommy came to Washing• 
ton. He was a Pawtucket (R. I.> 
youngster whose grades at Har­
vard Law School had been so 
good that the great New York 
firm of <then> Cotton. Franklin, 
Wright, an_d Gordon hired him 
as a very Junior assistant. 

RFC Small Timer 

No kind of money for a mar­
ried man. 

Tommy gave out that the· 
Hatch pure ·polltlcs law was 
driving him from aoverrunent 
as he was a loyal Ro011evelt man 
out for the Thtrd Term. He 
would atay around somehow, 
though, as an organtser of the 
independent voters. . 

Just when and ho• Tommy
actually quit the U. s. pay roll 
is a story not tnown to the 
public. • • • 

But the next heard waa that. • 
with a pair of younr men he 
had placed in the Federal Com­
municattona CommlaSion u , 
general counsel and asslatant 
srPnPrA 1 rn11n,._1. t.n wit: Messrs. 
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aecretarieg, 
He s&id: 

"Tom. 11ou're a bachelor, 
cinct I ,uppo3e 11ou can atm 
be called young. 

"But 11ou're working 11our 
heart out down here 411.d. 
what ct~s ft get 11ou? What 
are 11ou after? What do I/OU 
want? 

Tommy Corcoran in thoae 
days was a man sought after as 
no other less than the President 
himself. He was a Keeper of 
Official Secrets, a •Moulder of 
Public. ~wer, 

Corcoran and Cohen were 
Jnaldng law by order ot. the Prea- . 
!dent and then havlnr it rati­
fied by Congress. And because 
the supreme court had bucked 
at beinl told to add its indorse­
men t also, th:) court wu. being
fired for the· President. By, of 
course. Corcoran and Cohen. 
Congress was supposed to get
the old Court out and the new 
Court in. Corcoran and Cohen 
would show 'em how. 

Tommy Giggles 
So, under .the circumstances, 

Tommy had to giggle. 

"WeU," he said, "I c,uess 
about all I want i& to •see the 
Administration o/ government 
110 smoothly. We've got a lot 
of /ine young men in the legal 
divisions throughout the whole 
Government now. They're 
trail blazing. 

"I'd ltke, I gueu, ;tat to be 
a• Civil Service commt&sioner 
1ome day and heli, /inish •up. 
that iob--$ee the Government 
gets and keeps and rewards 
reaUy good men/' • 

The friend Just shook his head, 
rot his hat, -and ·went back to 
New· York. 

That was 1n 1937. 
And, curiously enough, Just 

about the same- time this year, 
T~~Y Corcoran was talking to 
another friend, also ., la"l{er, 
but ln tb.t uovernm~w. 

He was explaining an action 
quite different from punching
the Supreme Court around by
order of the President. 

"I'm gttting out, Sam," he 
,aid. "But not '/or long. 
"I want to make one mil­

lion dollar, in one 11ear, that's 
ell. Then I'm coming •back 
to the Government /or th, 
rest of my life." 
Tommy does a lot of talking, 

one way or another. 
He saw the friend again, not 

long ago. 
"Say, Sam," he burbled, 

"r1>e r,ot to rai.!e the price or 
lhorten the time." 

Making money, when you get
1nthe habit of it, seems to be a 
wonderful pastime. Especially
when you're not a gay bachelor 
any more, but a solid married 
man with a beautiful wife and 
the cutest kind of a baby. 

Fun to make_Money 
The public and its needs, no 

matter how hard you try, seem 
Juat to fade away before the 
ena. Instead, you go shopping
for a acientlflc toy and maybe, 
by rosb, pick up a bracelet, too. 
just to ahow that marriace and 
love are not always enemies. 

Ben Cohen la still the finest 
• fellow that ever lived, so far u 

Tammy Corcoran is concerned. 
But Ben 11>enda mMt of hi! time 
m London, now, adv1sln1 Am· 
bUAdor Wlnant. 

Not ao, Tommy .. 
Mr. Corooran la practlcin1 law 

In Wuhinrtan, 

The only thing is, you would 
have a hard time hiring Tommy 
to represent you 1f you tried to 
look him up in the 'phone book. 

Tommy doesn't have an of· 
!ice. • 

Out ol the Hat 
He "practices law out of his 

hat," as a perhaps resentful rival 
attorney with office, name on 
door, leather chairs and expen­
sive, cash-eating secretaries has 
put it. 

"Right out of his hat,'' says
this eminent· counsel. 

"Doesn't need an office. He 
just uses the offices of all those 
boYS he got Jobs in the govern­
ment. Hangs out first in one 
air-cooled Federal buUding and 
then another, calling up people
and quoting the President. 

"How is that practicing law? 
But he sure does get results.'' 

Yes, Tommy practices law out 
of his hat, but he gets results. 

A Few Clients 
Ask Henry J. Kaiser, the big 

cement, magnesium and ship­
yard man from California. 

Ask L. W. Robert Jr., former 
secretary of the Democratic Na• 
tional Committee and also an 
engineer who has found Tommy
first class counsel in dealing
with the 1-ravy Department con­
cerning airports and hangars.

Ask David Sarnoff, head of 
the Radio Corporation of Amer­
ica. 

An:-R. E. Havenstrite, wildcat 
oil driller from Alaska, who had 
a plan to get the Navy to fi. 
nance further prospecting. 

Or even ask Tommy's own 
brother. Dave Corcoran, who 
Is special counsel to the Chi­
nese purchasing commission 
here and doesn't want to be 
bothered by a Department of 
JW1tlce investigation of who 
has been getting together with 
whom to keep up the price and 
hold down production of drugs
and chemicals essential to the 
prosecution of the war. Dave 
is also in the chemical business. 

There are plenty of other 
citizens eager to get ',l'ommy to 
accept them as clients. And 
Tommy, to hold them down, 
has no office and keeps his 
telephone unlisted. 

He's Kept Busy 
He doesn't know Ju.st when 

or in what job he will ge't back 
to the Government, though he 
has several time., waved around 
a letter which he said was from 
the President practically order• 
tng him to take over as an 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

Recently, since he has been 
uplain1ng_ to the Department 
ot Juatice the P011Uonof h1a 

brother Dave In the chemical 
business, word has got round 
that Tommy haa been offered 

• the Solicitor Generalship, a post
that will fall vacant 1! Mr. 
Francis Biddle 1amade Attorney
General. 

How have all these wonderful 
things come to pass, anyhow?

Everybody knows, of course, 
how Tommy came to Washing­
ton. He was a Pawtucket <R. I.> 
youngster whose grades at Har­
vard Law School had been &o 
good that the great New York 
firm of <then> Cotton, Franklin, 
Wright, an_d Gordon hired him 
as a very junior assistant. 

RFC Small Timer 
In 1931 he was shipped down 

here to help around the RFC 
and get experience. He not 
onlY got experience, but also got 
acquainted with Ben Cohen and 
ultimately was on hand among 
t h e Democratic policymakers
with concertina and Irish songs,
also with ideas on legislation.

His worst enemy. would never 
deny Tommy is a man of charm 
and dash. 

One day ln 1934, when he 
was growling unintelligible dic­
tation through a cigar at a 
pretty little stenographer sent 
up to him from the office po<I,
the girl chirped up and de­
manded he abandon the stogle 
if he expected her to work. 

Charm and dash. And Irish. 
Peggy Dowd's father had been 

a letter carrier in the District. 
Peggy was a convent educated, 
clever, nice girl. And Irish. 

New Deal Triumph 
Tommy Corcoran was you

know what in the New Deal. 
The undoubted triumph of 

his public career was joint au­
thorship with Ben Cohen of the 
Utility Holding Company Act 
o! 1935-the biggest blll ever 
enacted into law. It was 65 
pages long and its language 
so technical nobody in Congress 
even pretended to debate its 
terms in detail. 

Tommy, In those days, was 
Mr. Roosevelt's very best boy.
Like a son. 

But, not even in the Supreme
Court fight nor in the struggle 
up to and into the Third Term, 
was Tommy ever so bright a star 
again in government. 

He was even brighter to Peggy 
Dowd, thou1h, and on March 4, 
1940, the pair of them, with 
faithful Ben Cohen along,
eloped to Leesburg, Va. 

At that time, Tommy was 
getting $10,000 a year as special 
counsel to the RP'C and Ben 
Cohen was down for $9,000 a 
year u ·counael to the National 
Power Pollc1 Council. 

No kind of money for a mar, 
ried man. 

Tommy gave out that the 
Hatch pure politics law was 
driving him from Government 
as he was e. loyal Roosevelt man 
out for the Third Term. He 
would stay around somehow, 
though, as an or1anlzer of the 
independent voters. 

Just when and how Tommy
actually quit the U. 8. pay roll 
Is a story not known to the 
public. •• , 

But the next heard was that, 
with a pair of young men he 
had placed in the Federal Com• 
muntcatlon.s Commission as 
general counsel and assistant 
genera.I counsel, to wit: Messrs. 
William Dempsey and William 
Koplovitz, he was interestin1 
himself in the radio situation. 

Dempsey and Koplovitz,-. of 
course. had also quit the Gov• 
ernment by then. 

Just what went on has never 
been developed in public, as yet.

The first time Tommt really 
hit his stride was with the afore­
mentioned Henry J. Kaiser, who 
is a genuinely fabulous charac­
ter of the sort best calculated 
to set off sparks inside a fellow 
of Tommy's leaping disposition. 

Hitting His Stride 
Kaiser was one of the organ•

izers of the celebrated Six Com• 
panles, which • built Boulder 
Dam. He was in the cement 
manufacturing bW!iness and had 
helped build Shut& and Bonne­
ville Dams also. In the spring
of 1941, defense contracts were 
being passed out like ham• 
burger. Kaiser wanted his. • 

So he came to Washinlton, 
hired Tommy Corcoran, and 
asked to be introduced around, 
Let it be said at this point-­
Kaiser declares he ls no kin to 
secretary of the Interior Ickes. 
There ls an unshakable belle! 
in some circles that Kaiser ts 
Ickes' brother-in-law. Mr. Ickes 
has not been reached for com­
ment, but Kaiser has. His 
language is remarkable in denial. 

Tommy Corcoran tt was that 
saw Kaiser met the right people,
Jesse Jones of RFC, Depart• 
ment of JW!tice people, Army
and Navy officers. 

He also went with him to call 
on Marriner Eccle.11~head of the 
Federal Reserve Board and 
president of the Utah Construc­
tion Company, with ·which 
Kaiser had done lots of bus1• 
ness. 

Kaiser even saw the President 
of the u. s. A. 

Ut>shot of all thta: 
Kaiser went away from Wash­

ington with an Rl"C loan of 
$9,250,000 to build a maimeaiwn 
plant. The plant is 1oin1 to ~ 
fen.ae work until the war la over, 
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Bt1NIMY, AUGUST 

WHY NOT beam when 
you have a wife so beau­
tiful and a b~by daughter 
a8 •cute a8 that 't•Tommy
is a happy and expansive 
man the.se days.' Also ex­
peruiive, for clients who 
want somet}ling from the 
Government. 

Then. Kaiser says, it will be set 
to bulldinr all-magnesium air• 
plane-glider train.II to haul 
freight through the sky across 

' the continent. • 
He also rot $H6,000,ooo 

worth of West Coast shtpbulld· 
inc contracts. All this within 
a1x weeks of his arrival in early
.January of this year.· 

Tommy was a made man, 
right there. For his legal adv~e 
to Kaiser hi.a fees have totaled, 
according to le1end, better than 
f250,000. 

But that's by no meana the 
end of the story.

Kaiser rot the tdea the RPC 
ousht to underwrite him tor a 
$150,000,000 Wes, Coast tteel• 
mm expansion . proaram. Ore 
would be mined in hia friend 
• ·- ,.,._ ... ,_. ""'--- e-•-·- -· .,..,._'-

-; • : \ . 
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,...., 
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WHY NOT beam when 
you have a wife so beau­
tiful and a baby daughter 
as cute as that? Tommy
is a happy and expanaive 
man the.se days. Also ex­
pensive, for clients who 
want sometping from the 
Government. 

Then, Kaiser says, It will be set 
to building all-magnesium air• 
plane-glider trains to haul 
freight through the sky across 
the continent. • 

He alllo got $8,8,000,000 
worth of West Coast shipbuild· 
1ng contract.,. All thu within 
six weeka of his arrival 1n early 
.January of this year;

Tommy was a made man, 
right there. For his legal adY1°be 
to Kaber his fees have totaled, 
according to legend, better than 
$250,000. 

But that's by no meana the 
end of the story.

Kaiser got the idea the RPC 
ought to underwrite him for a 
Sl50,000,000 West Coast 1teel­
mlll expaD1lon ,-program. Ore 
would • be mined in hla friend 
Mr. Eccles' home State of Utah, 
shipped to California and 
processed by electric power gen• 
erated at Boulder and Bonne­
ville dams, which Mr. Kaiser 
had helped build. 

More to Come 
That one I.astill pendinf. But 

Kaiser isn't starving, He h&s,'it 
ts estimated, considerably more 
than hall a billion dollars' 
worth of Government businesa 
of one kind or another, and OoT­
ernment capital ls helpinc him. 

And Tommy ls his lawyer. To 
what degree, and on how many
fronts, ta a matter of consider• 
able apeeulation and _even inves­
tigation, of which more will yet 
be heard. 

In the matter of R. E. Haven• 
■ trite, the Alaskan oil prospector, 
Tommy has not been so luckY 
u with Mr. Kaiser. Havenstrlte 
spent about .1. million of his own 
dollars slnldng an oU well in 

TYPICAL CLIENT of Tommy Corcoran Is Henry J. Kaiser,. the West Coast engineer·· 
who paid Tommy a reputed $250,000 fee after swooping tnto Washington and blitzing 
the Government· on defense work. Men like KaiS'er are most grateful to Tommy 
if he can arrange meetings such as this pictured of Kaiser and Production Bosa 
Bill Knudsen. • The photograph alone is considered invaluable at Board meetings.: • 

public Alaskan lands. hu telephone, were be1ncThese lands happen to be in tapped.. the domain of Secretary of In• / Tornmy'a_asslatance ~L. w.terior Ickes, who ls, &a all the ' "Chip" Robert; !a • alI"apan ofworld mows, one of Tommy•• •tlle Kailler operatton;""buR!SDY.rreat, ,ood friends. 
Like Kaiser, "Chip" has a tre-Just what happened the world 

i
endoua lot of work to do fordoes not know, but it appears 

he Navy, and the two are even~Tommy called on Mr. Ickes this 
oing parts of one or two joba/•Pflna to see about getting the 

common.Navy Department to back Hav• 
enstrite's adventures further What fees Tommy may have 
before the Rl"C. If oil were struck collected from the Robert firm 
the Navy would profit by having L, not yet known. But there artt 
a supply close to its bases. inquiries and it ls expected that 

Tommy may yet be called before 
R.FC'sChances the Vinson Committee of the 

House to tell some of hill experi• 
If he did not, of· course, RFC ences as counsel to firms doing

business for the Navy,would be a 1-nter with a puclt• 
ered mouth. There was discltll- Case for Dave 
11ion back and forth between Mr. 
Ickes and Secretary of the Navy In the matter of handling De­

partment of Justice relations forKnox, but no money came of it. his brother Dave. things have 
Considerable rumpus in the taken a stranre tum for Tommy. 
HOU&e of Representatlvea did, One of hill close associates in 
however, when new11of the nego­ the enterprise ill John Cahill,
ttaticna leaked otit. Mr. Ickes, former U. B. District Attorney 
at one pomt, bened to know U for New :York.-wbom l'omm1. 

placed in public life, and who 1s 
now with the old law firm with 
which 'l'ommy started out. 

It is no longer Cotton Frank­
lin Wright and Gordon, but 
Wright, Gordon, Zachall&' and 
Parlin. 

Pretty Hot Times 
Dave Corcoran is an officer 

of Sidney Ross & Comp.any, a 
drug and pharmaceutical con• 
cem fitting in somewhere into 
the corporate enterprises of Ster­
ling Product., Company, a tre­
mendous proprietary medical 
house with relation, in . Ger• 
many, South America and Eng-
land. • 

Somehow, Sterling Products 
has got itself tangled up ln a De­
partment of Justice investigation
of anti-trust affairs especially
tinged with contracts with Ger• 
man companles and German af• 
filiates. 

l'omrn..v, with Cahill and his 
brother Dave, is defending Ster• 
lina'I 11..terest.a.Tb• tempera. 

ture ln the air-conditioned De­
partment of Justice otfict.a .u 
said to have risen on oecaalon . 
to considerably more than· blood 
heat. 

"Tommy can't aet it throulh 
his head," reports one observer, 
"that he's not in the Govern• 
ment any more. To us he's prac• 
tlclng law. He's not the same 
Tommy I used to know, worlt• 
Ing on this side of the desk.'' 

After all, though, why should 
he be? 

On January 20 of thia 7ear 
his beautiful Peggy presented
him with a daughter that would 
make any papa proud. To~ 
can see in her a lot more than 
$10,000 a year.

But, granting even all that, 
he might at leut have hia name 
up on a door somewhere around 
town like most stable-if lees 
succeaatul-lawyen. 

Who knows who m&7 eome 
lookina fo~ hlm. IOlllldl.tt 

https://IOlllldl.tt


• 
ffALD 'AROUND THE CLOCK SUNDAY. -J 

Tlmu-Herald Photo 

Drive to Save Gasoline 
defense program goes into high ~ear a~ 

pretty sticker-upper is Eleanor Yvade, and 

,ys Expert, 
a of Car 

!al ways of conserving 
·ior Secreta.ry Harold 

a car in good condtion 

,wn rules to cut down 
v. A. Mccampbell, shop 

a tires-a deflated tire 

110re gas, to overcome the 

th th~ more e heat e more 

~t and rust enlarge the jets 
.ch for leaks in the fuel pump 
.1 the motor is running. 
, and change It frequently-
, chief causes of motor strain. 

-,Ion-faulty, d,·agging breaks 
.notor. 
• ti th t • • 
.ar ng a requires excessive 

'"Jackrabbitting" In Ickes' 

PropertyTax· 
DeadlineNear 

15,000 of 45,000 
Returns Received 

Deadline for filing tangible per-
sonal property tax returns expires 

Thursday, July 31. 
Failure to meet the deadline 

will subject the tardy taxpayer 
to an added assessment of 20 per 
cent. 

District Tax Assessor Edward A. 
Dent disclosed yesterday that some 
15,000 returns have already bee~ 
filed. A total of_ 45,000 are antici• 
pated. A last-mmute flood of re• 
turns Is expected to swamp the 
District tax office before Thurs-
day.

Returns must be made on stock 

Carmody -ReacPlans-
InquiryInto· 
DupontLease 

Second Investigation 

Of Apartment Deal 

To Start Tomorrow 
By BEN M. MORGAN 

Federal Works Administration 
John M. Carmody said yesterday
he would make full Inquiry tomor-
row Into the Government's leasing
of the Dupant Circle Apartments, 

Vii 
A,r 

Arrr. 

Falls 
By MAR& 

When an 
gets into a. 
women and 1. 

civilian alrc · 
every . eight 
lantic and Pf 

• 
Setup with a 

the scheme fo. 

in trade and equipment. No ex- to be established Tuesday when and then be relayed to 
emption Is allowed on these Items. hearings are resumed by the Army Interceptor air : 
There Is a $1,000 exemption on House committee. Chairman Fritz F t h
household furnishings, including Lanham•D.), of Texas, has called - our-Wateb Wa c es 

J iinens and silverware. Jewelry, for Newman and four others Iden• Two observers would 
, boats and any other .tangible per- tifled with the Dupont Circle man- at each post 24 hours r 
1sonal property located in the Dis- agement to testify Tuesday as to plan ls for women to wr 

currently the subject of a congres• of civilian alrp
sional investigation.

Carmody annottnced his dee!- already on a ' 
slon after a conference with nearby Falls Chu. 
George Reedy, newspaper corre- still In a formath 
spondent who was the tenants' other sections. 
star witness In the opening hear-
ings Thursday and Friday before Orranlzed by Maje
the House Public Buildings and 
Grounds Committee. Other ten- Credit for rapid • 
ants fighting conversion of the the Falls Church ot 
apartments into office space have goes to Major Alexa; 
sent strong protests to Carmody . . 
charging intimidation by th e tired Marme corps 
building managers, It was learned has enlisted 48 volunt~ 
yesterday. from the town and Its 
Heads Leash~ Arency area and Is tralnin 

. duties they will carry ,
Carmody is the head of the Fe~- lea is attacked. 

e~al agency that supervls_es acqui• It's a serious b\. 
s1t1on of Oove~nment o!fice space though we aren't at " 
here. Among his subordinates who does not preclude th, 
he said he would ques~ion tomor· of pulchritude along v 
row are Clay J. Guthridge, space Df other wars who a 
control chief accused of abetting do their bit in prepa·
the Dupont Circle management In fense 
its alleged campaign of intlmida• so,' the major did r 
tlo~. _and w. ·E._ R:eynolds, Public Miss Mary Nlelser 
~u1ld!ngs Com_m1ss10ner _and Guth- model, and a num 
ridges .unme~iate supe_nor • and attractive hou· 
. Guthridge is_ the official who Is they volunteered. , 
said to have given Harry L. New• of World war I anc 
man the Government's rental American war, the 
co;nmitment more than a month members of the ob 
prior to the date Newman, through along with an Epis 
a stock transfer, became an off!· and a Girl scout le 
cer of the corporation controlling
the apartment. State-Wide Pla.nnln 

Carmody said he did not wish to 
start a counter-investigation and _The plan, being
that he would be guided by revela- Virginia. on ~ St& 
tions of the House probe. under supervision c. 

Guthridge, he explained, 1s the Elliott, of _Rlchmona, 
head of a division "with an ex- def~nse director, ~~• 
tremely tough job" and one that zat1on of 1,154 : 
is "under terrific pressure" to find throughout the Old l. 
space for the myriad new defense It was _approved • 
offices opening up here. when a little rapid 

Carmody reported he had never revealed that .16 m. 
seen Newman. nor his associates, would be required t,
and knew nothing of his business. tensive an aircraft ws. 
Frequently, he pointed out, It is onA\heF~Y~ cg~~~~h1 necessary to ren~ space from per- tlon post Is located ~n 
sons the administrator _has not two miles from the t 
met. miles from Washingto, 
Hearinfs Resume Tuesday nected with a dlrec 

. hookup to the State 
The identity of Harl'Y' L. New- tion at Richmond. R 

man anrt A.s-~IV'ht.esIs expected the post would go tr 

r~i,~ fr,r -plenty !tr•~t, Ill"~• h"' ,.. ~- ·, the re- the ownership of the building and on four-hour watches ' 
"' the July 3 transfer of corporate da.ytlme 11,nd men in 

control. three-hour tricks at nlg
• • .,. witnesses called are detecting devices may b 

"resident of the stations lBt.P.r " 
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