


UNITEL STATES CISTRICT COURT

FOR THL DISTRICT OF ~OLUMBLA L

WALLY KELBouRINE and

LENKA BAE iLIN, Cltizens of the
Lnitec States who suffered lose

and damage At the hance of the Nazi
Conspiracy and whe were not Citisens
o the United States at the timo they
suffered such loss, who are suing on
beha.f of themseives and on behalf of
all other Qiticens of the United States
whe soffered loss sad damage at the
hands of the Nagi Conspiracy and wheo
weore nat Cltizans of the United States
at the time they suffered puch loss,
who &re 100 aumetOus £ be conveniently :

ar &8 ST BpE BF e ws

e

. a4 WS w2 me

made parties hareto, H
Maintiiis :

ve : CIVIL ACTION NO,
SOCIETE INTEERNATIONALE TOUR H

NES PARTICIPATIONS INDULYRIELLES:
ET COMMERCIALYES 8, A,, & corpo- H
ration orgamized wnder the laws of 2
Switserland, also known ae INTERHANDEL
A, G., ard {ormerly known as L. G, CHUMIE
A. G.,

velgndant

and

L L I T ST

NICHOLAS KATZ2NBACH, Attorney H
Geonoral of the United Statas of America and
&o puccesnot to the Alisn Property .ustodias
and L JUCLAS DILLON, S5ecretary of the:
Treasury of the Uaitad Srates of America,
Lefendants :

COMPLAINT

Plaiatiffe for their Complaint against the _efendants herein allage

as {ollows:
I.

Paintiffs are citizuns of the : ommnonwealth of “ennsylvania;
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® ANSCO DIVISIOIN
FILM + CAMERAGS
PHOTOORAPHIC BUPPLIE
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vulcal ar
- 85 anor s v 8 o BgN.Je , Meroh 1,1357.
‘ | |
Herrn Cosivedak.sur ‘ : (ET A? tér
Yanfred George XA - '
Aulfbau

2121 Broadway,Now York 23,N.Y,.

Sshr geehrter Herr Ysorge:

, Joh bitte 31le - hoeflich wie dringend
das Raschfalgende in der naechsten Nummer des Aufbau veroeffentlichen
su wolleng .

Rach dor  wisassalbuing Gin wow wosda . v Tapagwiedore

gutmachung und Gesundheltsochasden” am 28,Tebr.l1957 fabe .sh mich
irmer wieder gefragt:Cul bono®{ fww u Liebe). .

Warum eine solche Veranstaltung,zu der Truncerte hinellen in dep
Erwartung,daes lhnen Wege und Wittel zazelzt werden,dis su eilnsm ge-
wisson Erfolg in ihrer cigsnen Sacho fue oson koennten,u  dann gu epw
fahren dusg

I) 1hre Aueaichtasn nicht gut sind,well die 8 2 ., in
Deutgchen Wieder Gut Machungs Aemtern~ den W.G.A¢.- gohr .. 8 =
me ,wenn nicht uebelwollende 1ot {Heferent iK,.R.Grossmann)

25 selbat hel grauvenerregenden seelischen lLoiden oder koerpsprlichsn

Qualen dle Zusamuenhasnge rwilachen dom Jetit boptehenden seecllischen

Zusatenden und dom angeschuldigten Erlobnls meigt nicht anerxannt

wuerden,( Referent:Dr.Flora Boenheim,die aber von dom aush in ¥Ysutsch

land weitsnkskannten sStress® als Krankheltsursacho wio sle von Dr.Han

Selyo,Professor an der MeGilll Univorsitagt,. ontreal,Canads,einem Re-

fugee begrusndet 1ot nloht spragh) -

- 3)das “sehlechte "Verhalton ung;?lioh Geschasdigter dem Vertrauensar

. d¢os Deutschen Gensralkonsulate Hoy York nur Ungelegenheiten und

"Schwierigkeliton machs,(.o0ferent Dr.Pritz Riezenlsld, Yertrausnearzt
- deg genannten _sneral Konsulatp)

und dap Summa Swamarum eiz-ntlieh nights oder nur sehr wenlg getan we

don koennte,besonders ¢a dilo Deutasche Mediein woltgehernd von der Amer

ikanischen edieln vorachloden sei,dio Entechaocdigungen und Entachei-
dungen abor nagh do. Loutschen Dundosentachaedigungsgescts und naeh
dor “sutaschen odieln erfolgtens :

Will man von S8iton dae Wew World Clob welter diecss defaitistische

Politik treiben?Glaubt man,mit solchen ‘eranstaltungen vio die

8.D60,1956,81p dor Leltsr Jecs Wiesbadener W.G.A.sprach, und dor vom

28.7ebrs1957 irgendwslghen besschleunigenden oder wohlwollenderen Rine
fluss aul dis Arbeit dor V.uddo. odor sabotlerende ehemalige Nasils in
dieaen Aemtern zu erreichen?

Thnen wie “srrn Prager Weilsrrn .rossmann ist die Antwort dss “undese

ministers fuer Arbeilt auf ein sahr scharfes “chreiben von wir,iu dom

iek den Kampf gegen dle von jer Dcutschen “epieruns erstssbte Ruscksza
lung ¢ 4n ameriks bew......nahmbtan H0e oso oeo 1.~ ilgen

Nnzlge ldog ankuendlipgte,wohl bekannt.



Pl

‘‘enn dic unwilligen 1"ntisch‘:te<ii"ﬂh11'1fvsI:mamtcan oder . . noch unwillie
geren ' srirauvensasrzfo i Teutsohlurd ero® calepnt habon,dass die
an @gsunaha¢ﬁ Leben und ' ermoszen so juerchterlich ~uioacedigten Nag!
epier . ly JLJuiSCha amerilanieciio oLt sbuerger den Kanmpi gegen die
i L oopgzehland erhoffte RAusckiahlung 77 obsn erwuehnten Boo coo &oo
* beachlagnahmten #-aiverncegens boim Amerlkanischen Koncress sufge=
noFmsn. habangwird dans eaix auscerordentliche Umstlmmung Jener auf has
hem Ress osltzenden Yesellen herbeifushren.

Hachdem ish 2 1oim aber 1:icht ohne ....u'%tzt dissen Kumpf schon aufys
“wynen ubg,wende fah mioh an alle Juden und Leser (es Aufbau,mit de:
Bitto,mir Ihre Adres:ze mitzuteilsn zur “ruendung einesrg

® Fampfgemeinschaft juedischer Naglopfer gegen die Rueckzahluag
dea in Ameriks besehlagnshmten Wasivaermosmens.®

Wit verbindlicher Begruegsu~~
- Hochaghtungsvoll

Halter K.Frankel,N,D.
=, . Madical Orficers.

cshr geehrter lerr “eopge:

~olltsn cfe unvarstasndlicher Welse nieht Fonillt sein,u o blgen
Eriefl ir der naschaben “ummer des Aufbau woertlich zu vewecl fuatliche
bitts deh ~1le ©ol-rdes als vor mir zv bozahlends Anzelige in dep
gnechsten Yummer J2 Aufbauw 2u verosf . enitllichan,nachdor. ieh durch

“lﬁtowjeﬂpﬂae@h &n m@iﬁb Nlenetgtellng

pores G=aTebs Tt 8LE88, erson to verson,sbsnlalls su m@inen

Lasten von Ihver Ang:frgmabtellun; uebor dom ?Paia unterrlchiot iin
uelhn :ingenomnren heba, ar oPtlaunt meiner anuedg. soly selmy

"Da zahme ﬁarsamuluann wile die deas New World Club am &,Dec.l956
und 20,. 2Br.1857 kelne “er-hleunipzung oder wonlwoilende vshandlung
zahlreicher Entochaedi un-g Antraege bBsi dusn Deubechen Wileder Lub i
ciune s Aemtern erﬁaichan,rlahtc fch an 21l intarsgsierten Juden dis
“iglemlr Lir w38 L Lonue . des 0 el i sinep

#mdmpfgame&mﬁohaft juud%schaf Haziopler zegen -ig Rueckzahlung
dos 1n Amerilm Besehla nahmben ﬁnﬁiveﬂmoe*enssn

walder Yer'rankel, .o - )
s iual Yy leer '
85 *“anor Bﬁive, ‘ewark B.H.J.



























Welter K.Frankol ,M.D.
Mculcal Officer
Plcetinny Arscnal
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JUNEe w o B, - Win
kein lernen. Um ‘ungeschick-
lichkeiten und das Pieken mit
der Nadel zu vermeiden, mdch-
te ich folgende MeLhode emp-
fehlen,

\

Die Windel sneht wie em B‘ase-

Ban?l T4 .

|
Notiz i
Kénlgla Elisabeth von England hat

in der Sutheby Gallery in London diel

beriihmte Weinberg-Sammlung vor der )
Versteigerung bestchtigt Dle Konigin |
war von Prinz Philip, Prinzessin Mar-
garet und Sir Artbhur Blunt beglelt.et!
und liess sich die Herren C. Weil, Dr. |
Frieder und RB. Nefier, intime Freunde
des verstorbeneén Sammilers und Ver-l

© | waiter seines Nachlaases, vorstellen. '

TUCTIL 51 s mvwee - oe-
sonders wenn die ]unge Mutter
die “viereckige” Methode vor-
zieht. Man kénnte auf den
Sportplatz gehen, oder sich vor
dem TV-Apparat verankern und
der kleinen Frau mitteilen, dass
man jetzt unmiglich gestdrt
werden kann,

*  Welches ist Ihre Lieblings-
Mannschafl? Sie konnen sie
auf TV sehen mit Hilfe der zu-
verldssigen von Con Edison ge-
lieferten Elektrizitat. Television
und Elektrizitit bilden auch eine
perfekie Mannschaft.

Unede WethoeE

$oe Umale Welthbes oad Ten Asieine on TV
Man thry Fril. WRCATV, Ch. 4. 11110 p.m.

ki

v

July L&;190%,

“Das Interview mit Finanzminister
Schaeffer, . -7

das wir im vorigen “Aufbau” verdffentlicht haben, hat natur-
gemiiss grosses Aufsehen hervorgerufen. Von manchefi Seiten
wurde es als ein durch die gegenwartige politische Siluation in
Decutschland bedingtes Wahimanover beurteilt, von anderer Seite
wieder als die Eréffnung eines Feldzuges Schaeffers zur Verkrip-
pelung des Wiedergutmachungsgesetzes. Bgifle Deutungen und
viele andere mehr werden von uns noch ap dieser Stelle diskutiert
werden. Fiur heute sei nur gesagt, dass uns die Ziffern, die
die Hohe der zu erwartenden Anspriiche wiedergeben und die
Schaeffer mut 1%<20 Milliarden DM angesetzt hat, hdochst un-
wahrscheinlich vorkommen, Schliesslich und endlich haben die
deutschen zu-tandigen Behdrden, als gie selbst seinerzeit nur 6,5
bis 7 Milliarden schétztenh, “wohl zweifellos eher nach oben als
nach unten geschétzt, Praktisch ist es wohl so, dass iiberhaupt
noch keiner weiss, welghe Gesamtsumme die Anspriiche erreichen
werden, und die vop!{ Finanzminister angegebene Summe diirfte
mehr auf propagandislishen Griinden bestimmter Art als auf
belegbaren Unterlagen beruhen. Wir sind “sicher, dass die aufge-
worfenen Fragen in der allerndchsten Zeit geklirt werden und sind
iiberzeugt 3:* cn dass eine ebenso sachliche wie gcharfe Erdrte-
rung der Eage, die auch die gesamte Finanzsituation der Bundes-
republik e:nsciiliesslich aller der in verschiedenster Hinsicht zu
erdrternden iibernommenen Verpflichtungen des Finanhzministe-
?ms einbezieht, Evhellung der Wlderspruche hringt, vor allem aber

Sicherung der unabdmgbaren Ansp iche der Wledergutma
chungsberechtigten fiihren wird. / / ‘/L f

s - b -

]
derartiger Standpunkt,!
{(Fortseizung auf Seite 2)

e kY
. \ Wo
o
ams | Telegramm® s .
zZusdizm N]i eichs
uvnd d{: ‘ B Onn g??
10, Juli. be!
::A::ﬁg Finanzminisien Schastier in || B
- ersiem offiziellen Interview L 4
L - {iber umsirifiene Frankfur-
) @_ ter- Rede betreffend Wieder-
- gutmachung erklirte Chef-
—uf redakteur Manfred George:
Es “"Habe keine Tendenz, Wie-
BIti- dergutmachungsgesetize in
o= Grundziigen irgendwie zu
=0 indern. erwage hochsiens
1€ ’ Mgpglichkeitenin Nichi-Harte-
Fallen Auszzhlungsmodus zu
. andern.” Aysfuhrliches Intar-

view folgt.

eR—AREANTTERED®

wp T amEp e e v Aot

o o o o

sEor

If the english quoen would have known ihe very bad roputntion of thrt men I
am sure she noever would have visited his remaining gelleryo
Sincorely - 1.



























Comeitioa fo Batern of Sonfiscatec
Gerrin 204 Japaness Property
§58 Nazionel 2w Biige

Wnnningions A %

el 5 $4

June 24, 1861

Bditer

The Washimgton Tost
¥ashizglen I €

Dogar Sirs _

~n Als eommerdchble rezl %o strmp out =1l Wasis, paret,
pressnt and fubure, Dravw Pearzon onece in w vhlle strikes wida
i the mawy,

For exemple, In iis ecolumn {June 24] eritieizing Btate
Dapsrtecnt vies polisy, be zefors 4 the "Nari® property confla-
ecbed 1n the Upited Btetss, Contesry o ¥e, Fsarscu, many
thinking Assriccaybelisve the propaviy should be retwmed te its
rightful ouners, Tho labol, "Naxi,® opplicd by Er, Pesrscn and
some othere, doss not shabe thelr Judgement abwut whet they
tolleve Lo wight,

i wondsy 1T Mz, Ferveon Xroows, T0 zite one edalsgery of
yroperty, thet sbout one=sizth ¢f what was {slsn, or §680 mlllion
worth, hae never bsen Iz &l’sn hoeda, Tt wes orssted by U, 3,
wille and trusts but hos mever been ullowed %o reach fus Intended
German benelliclarica,

Under the law, even properiy arlislpy froe sa imerlesn
trust srerted bafore Billur was born and intordnd for x Gsrmen eobild
wore gitec-Bltler hed died could be eonliserted by the U, 8, Olilize
of Aller Property, 8o videerasehiog snd so uadiscrimipgting s
the Zaw]!

The 1948 U, B, lav 13 questlon took mot oxnly &ll Geprman
privets preperty lucabed fz the Tmited States But ciso all
capansse private property lesated here, Inesluding the goods ef
nerporsiions, mwen, women snd enlldren, withoul regord to thels

{more



Washing ton Pose &

2Be, #u%, ar sivil somditisn, It waas toial ¢ covosic warfare
ngeirst & siviliian populetios sarricd ever !nto toduyis wan and
wianful pecos,

™mis iﬂ in saendglovs contrast with Tnited Skotss tradition
and with all t&t%‘g e United States mroaches abeut the sacredosss
of the fudividurl snd the {ntegrliiy ef priwie ﬁmm::ﬂ%éﬁ,

Even 1f all these owners of busincsses, sevings asesunis,
homes, mbops and inscrance policics were Nuufs, whish X do neb
thank Mr, Penrsosn would ge ec far as to elaim, thic mado, Isng~disteces
post-uay mnfimﬁti@n would be in sontredition of Ameriean’s bacie
postuieton, stated and impiled, The Late sueillice Jucksen, whoxn
confissatlon was propessd s & punisiment i Huremberg, sald be
was against 1%, "Msdievol,™ be sald, "likc draving and queriering!®
. Celiing the vistims "Nesxis," or as zome ssy, *Japs,”
slting & treniy, pointisg (o thlyd-party prorisions for compezsation,
er naming a benavelsnt purpazs 7o whizh the proceeds e ths
property will be uzed == pone of ihfgg saf Justify san Linfusiiso,

Morsovar &% & time whaom wa are Trying %o sneourage ths
Germans sid dJoypmeee, along vith otheyr industrisliized esunirics,
to shore pur burdan of Iovestmsnt In the d&veloping sounteics, the
investment doterrunt Lnwolived In the confiscaztleons 12 mut in Awoplca's
interest, Im & word the scnfissaticus wers nat enly wmmiuval, they
nova turned out te be stupid,

If My, Pucysen were to cearry his snti-Faziisw to its
lsgisnl eonslusion he wosld septainly have %o sritisizs the elementa

o2 the atorsal Nagl spisii detesiaiblc iz au Ameriena low whiek

| | {more)



Washing ton Poct $

penalizos a pevson by cenflsention cimply fer the svime af hoving
beun clive in Gocrmany or Japun during the e,

A growisg mishber of Amerisasn Juriats, shurchmen apd
songorrwd lay persons sre wging thet the property be returmed,
It ia thelr bope that seturn oen bv doscmpliched befors tho
{fermcr owners Mo,

Bast wichos,

8insorely yours,

James Flnuesrs
Exesutive Seoreimyy
Commitice for Retwm sf
Confiscnted Garmin and
Japancas Property

Ead,
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agoinst welling s "nivrest Lx GAF 2

ri%woutd itself negotiasbe with

the U.85. Goversmment®, . “they ap azent of Ste swr ebousing who mush
be x war o gensideranle wepiteiicn,” '
Sehmite*suggested Charien B, Wilson, ferper wresident of Genswsl
&1@ g¥zie Ce., 3 Digh povermment official and vunsider) of ‘he Peonie t&
Peosls Foundatien,® fe sald Wilson would probably went 23ll fzustee
puwers. Sturzeneguer seld iF frustessdip was ool esbeblished ﬁaﬁrz*ﬁ
ot wast any writien =gcord. Schrits= asked 3% of ihe fSettlement with the
U/R., aowt. BSturzsnegger sigéested 2% or 3¢ would be "nore sgreesble fa
the storkholders.™
Schmitz szld e worked "frem the exml of Now. 1958 until ?ﬁ%? 3;%3;5
1960 whnen Mr. Wilson acespled the trusvtes g@ﬁg@*s * ,&ff <Gl '
| m Mty
pocket expanses®

1960 Interbardel yeimbirsed Schmitz 318,733 for “oit-of-

Wilsen sarved without pey betuasse he helleved in Iriernandel ang

iouged upen the Cunfifscgilon as agalawt UL 8, inferesis, 1losgal, U

On Sot. 26, 1958 ::35'9' Al¥red Szhaseler ppnlirmed the sgreemert

= — . - S =

et

" gehmizz made with Ur, Sturvenegger aid atmesd vo W of the setiiement
seycent 1o be mads when the ¥ selilenent Fonds due Jpterhandel

e eveilable.” This was mot put in weiting,

Ir the gummer &f 1981 Isterhordel Begur %o deal dizsgily with

the U.5. gest.
[n August 1961, Interhandel tuld Wiisun te suspend.
In the Tall of 1981 Wilson cangh!l on end Tesigred In New. 1862,

#

Sehmitz mavs frowm Jupe 5. 1860 thee Dee, A, 18961 he worked for

Ernterhangel For which he sshed 3 “*e@&m“&.ﬂ.@” 2@31 anpe wf 18!

= mmme — st e AR e

giid Irterhandel pald ninm 338,000 i E.ﬁn ﬁs,w%f: awewm@ﬁ AN a¢ @

payment ¢ azgclnt sad partial rsinbursexesi for hise sxpenses. Thts,
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By Arthur Miller

The playwright who, a spectator at
the Frankfurt Nazi trials, wrote
this commentary exclusively for

the Herald Tribune.

FRANKFURT.

There is an unanswerable question hover-
ing over the courtroom at Frankfurt, where
22 Hitler 88 men are on trial for murdery
ing Inmates in the Auschwitz Concentra-
tlon Camp during World War II. Can th
kind of movement which gave life-and
death power to such inen ever agafm Tis

{n_Germany?
seemed to me, sitting at one side of

the courtroom one day last week, that as
in all murder trials the accused here were
becoming more and more abstract, Once
the jack-booted masters of a barbed-wire
world, they are noew middle-aged Germans
in business sujts, near-sighted some of
them, laboriously taking notes, facing the
high tribunal wich & blue-uniformed police=
man at each one's eilbow The two excep-
tions are, indeed extraordinary One has
an Imbecile stupldity written on his face,
the other shifts constantly in his chair, a
free-floating violence so clear in his eyes
thet one would find him frichtening if met
on a train, Iet alone on trial for murder.
But the others could pass for anybody’'s
German uncle. In fact, the lives most of
them have lived since they scooted inte
oblivion before the allled advance show
them entirely capable of staying out of
trouble. Some have turned into successful
business men, professionals and ordinary
workers. They have reared families and
even became clvic leaders ih their com-
munities. When arrested they were not
picked up drunk or disorderly, but at work
or at rest in the bosom of thelr families.

PAPA KADUK

For example, the one whose violence
seemed to show In his quick-roving eyes
was, in fact, a real sadist. He was almost
constgntly drunk in the camp and liked
to walk into a barracks and fire his pistol
at random into the sleeping prisoners.
If he didn't like the look of a passing
inmate he would blow his head off

But after the war this man got a job
in a hospiiel as & nurse, and his patients
have written to the court saying that he
was an especially tender heiper, an
unusually warm person. “Papa Kaduk,”
they called him. No one knows anymore
exactly how many defenseless people Papa
Kaduk murdered in his four years at
Auschwitz, A massive man, overweight
now, his small eyes blaze with mocking
victory whenever a witness sounds uncer-
tain of a8 date or a fact, and he reaches
over to nudge his biack-robed lawyer who
then rises to protest hearsay evidence.
He seems, 1o shorl, to be guite convinced
that he is indeed Papa Kaduk and not
at a1l the monster being painfully described
from the witness chair.

Another 13 a pharmacist who helped
select prisoners for the gas chambers. He
has become an important man in his town;
the arresting officer had had to wait for
him i¢ return from & hunting expedition in
Africa, and the local gentry showed real
surprize on learning of the charges against
him. Especially since 1t had been he who
suggested that whenever the town leaders
met to discuss civic affairs they wear
tuxedos. How, it was artualiy asked, could
a gentleman of such sensibility have done
such awful things?

THE SEARCH

Yet, the doctor testifying hour after hour
thig day leaves no doubt about the facts.
He was himself an inmate, but since he did
get more food than the -others he is here
to tell the tale, And as he describes babies
ripped from their mothers’ arms, bed linen
changed twice a vear, the almost total ab-
sence of medicine, Red Cross trucks being
used 10 transpott prisoners to their deaths,
tortures and beatings—and names one of
the defendants after the other as the actual
perpetrators, the German housewives who
compyise most of the jury burst into tears
or sit with open horror in their faces. And
they are of an age which Indicates they
lived in Nazi Germany while this was hap-
pening; they were shopping, puiting thelr
children to bed, golng on picnics on sunny
days, worrying about a daughter's wedding
dress or & son’s well-being in the army

A view of some of
the barracks al
‘Auschwits Conrentra-
tion Camp; these

ler
the

Welner-Brackman

Arthur Miller at the trial,

while mothers like themselves and children
no different from their own were forced to
undress, to walk into a barren hall, and
hreathe the gas which some of the defend-
3.0 wa s opet T "y adryne
ietered.

Yet, lawyers on the tiny prosecution staff
believe that 90 per cent of the German peo-
ple are opposed to this and other trials
like it. They base their judement on the
mall they receive and on their own diffi-
culties in getiing local co-operatlon for
some of the arrests they have made, and
finally, on the absence of any clear voice
or movement from among the Germans
demanding that the country’s honor he
cleared by bringing such murderers to
justice.

On the contrary, it 1s widely feit, accord-
ing 1o these lawyers, that trials llke this
only give Germany a bad name; that it all
happened so long ago why pluck men out
of their lives at this late date, and so on.
Time and again these lawyers have had to
escort arrested men acrogs Germany to the
Frankfurt jail because they could not find
a police officer to help. And the government
has given lhem 25 mark€ o Gay~ for ex=
penses on these trips; the most common
lodging for a night costs 11 marks. This
handful of Germans ncvertheless intends
to go oh searching for every last man down
to the truck drivers who drove prisoners to
the gas chambers, until justice is done.

THE ENIGMA

Bui s there really any long-range point
in all this? They do not know. Some of
them have been on these cases since 1959
when the first arrests were made in this
particular group of cases. They have read
through millions of words of testimony,
stared al photographs of the camps taken
by an 33 man with a penchant for photog-
raphy, showing the defendants aétually at
work separating the doomed from those
temporavily spared for labor in the camp,
By thls they have lost any sensitlvity aboul
what others might think and are doggedly
pursuing the goal.

And what Is the goal? These lawyers are
it their middle thirties, veterans of the
Wehimacht themselves, German through
and through. They know their people and
they know that even if every last SS man
were convicted for his particular crime, it
would not in itself prevent a new recrudes-
cence of brutal nationallsm which could
once agaln confronl lhe wwid with a
German problem, It is sometiung else they
are after. |

Imbedded in every word of testimony,
and in the very existence of this tria, & &
dilemma which is first of all & German
dilemma, given the history of concentra-
tion camps, but is actually an unresolved
prot:lem for all mankind, For the final de-
fense of these accused is that they acted
under government orders.

When so many Germans oppose this
trial, it 18 not simply an insensitivily to
suflering, or even an immunity to the ques-
tion of justice., Germans too weep for their
dead and help the sick and care very much
about their children, As for a respect for
law, they have that even to an inordinate
degree. What scares some Germans, how-
ever, and makes the German to this day

the Nazi Trials

an enigma to many foreigners, is his ca-
pacity for moral and psychological collapse
in the face of a higher command.

Several times during the course of this
trial, newsmmen covering 1t were ordered
to leave, for one reason or another, and
the dozen or so police who sit below the
judges’ tribunal are in charge of carrying
out such orders. Not long ago three police~
men were asked what they would do if
ordered to shoot a newsman who disobeyed
the court’s command. One replied that ha
could not do Lthat; the other two sald they
would carry out orders.

The point which the prosecuiion 1s try-
ing to open up first to6 Germany, and then
to the world, is Individual conscience and
responsibility in the face of inhuman
orders. A judge (who has no connection
with this trial) told me that his fears for
Germany stemmed from precisely thls pro-
faupd tendency 1o abjure freedom of
choice, to fall into line o Grdéfs from
above. Ancther man of the law, a high offi-
cial in this court, feels that the day Is far
off, but that his dutyis to work for its com-
ing when the Germans would guestion au-
thority. He sees the root of the difficulty in
the especlally authoritarian role of the
father in the German family, which is the
microcosn reflected In the authoritarian
state. The underlying point of these trials
is that there can be no mitigating excuse
for the conscious and planned murder of
6 million men, women and children, orders
or no orders. Some 6,000 88 men did duty
in Auschwitz during its four years of opera-
£ o, £nd ot One (8 4w T3 e S ee¥
12 do whar he wasg {old. And it {5 no mean
irony that the Jew, whose skepticism once
leavened the authoritarian character of
German culfure, is not around any more to
help humanize the pompous general with a
little healthy doubt as to his real im-
portance.

UNKNOWNS

All of which sounds hopeless and danger-
ous, and perhaps that 15 all that should be
said. But there are a few unknowns which
some Germans would point to with some
small and uncertain hopefulness. The
voung, they say, =mre less hermetically
sealed in the old German ways than any
younger eeneration of the past. Movies,

y television, books and plays from abroad
flood Germany. Germans -travel more than
they use to, end tourists from abroad come
in greater numbers than ever, and there
are over 1 mullen foreign workers eniploved
in the country now, .

S0 that a German youth s perhaps more
internationally minded than his parents
and not as contemptuous of strangers and
ways of life that are not German, Finally
there is the more impressive fadt that Ger-
many for the first time in modern history
is not flanked by a Hne of backward peasant
countries whose defenselessness was all too
tempting in the past. The equalization of
industrial and hence military strength
through the whole of Europe mekes ex-
panszion by force m good deal less possible
than before.

1t is in this context. a context of much
distrust and home hopefuiness, that the
prosecution presses for a German verdict
of gullty upon memhers of the German
armed forces. Thus far none of the ac-
cused has suggested he may have done
something wrong; there iz no sign of re-
morse, and they appear to maintain a
certain unity among themselves even now.
Some have been in jail two, three and four
years aweiting trial and have undoubtedly
read what the world press has had to say
about their deeds, but no sign shows of
any change of attitude toward the past.

In fact, one defendant carrles out his
familial duties from prison, and his
authority and raclal ideazs are still so
powerful (te dropped “he wFs cailridges
into the pas chambers full of peopled that
his daughter broke off with her belrothed
because he, the defendanl, belleves that no
good German girl can poss:bly marry an
Italign,

This trial will go on for ahout a year,
during which time some 300 psychologically
and physically scarred survivors will face
the high tribuneai in Frankfurt, living evi-
dence of how one of the most sducated.
Lechnically developed, and artisilc natlons
in the world gave itseif over to the abso-
late will of beings it is difficult to call
human. And while that {iestimony filis the
sllent courtroom, and the world press

prints its highlights, German industry will
pour oul its excellent automobiles, machine
tools, electronic equipment, German thea-
ters will exceilently produce operas and

rts f A  Germans

plays, German publishers will put out
beaulifully designed books—all the visible
sighs and tokens of civilization will mulil-
ply and make even more abstrect, more
bewildering the answer to the riddie which
the impassive faces of thie aceused must
surely present to any one who looks at
them. How was 1t possible in a civillzed
country?

It is the same questlon to which Cain
gave his endlessly echoed answer, and I
have often thought that this is why it is
the first drama in the Bible, for it pro-
vides the threat, the energy for all that
comes after. If man can murder his fel-
lows, not In passion but calmly, even as
an “honorable” duty leading to a “higher'”
end-—can any civilization be called safe
from the ravages of what lles walting in
the heart of man? The German govern-
ment which Hitler destroyed had some of
the most intelligent and advanced legisla-
tion [ ET I TR pressfit fepublc
also is buttressed hy sxcelient laws.

NAGGING TRUTH

What is In the German heart, though?

Does the rule of law reach into that heatt
or the rule of conformity and absolute
obedience? Surely. if the German police
had picked up a 22-man £ang that had
tortured and killed mersly for money, or
even for kicks, an ottcry would go up from
the Germans, a demand that justice he
done. Why is there this uneasy silence at
hest gfid *Rt roer et 0 0yt
Ing that in tre Maokiact cases these
accused worked Tor a state under its orders?
Perhaps the problem becomes clearer now,
and not only for the Germans.
- The disquieting, nagging truth which I
think dilutes the otherwise clear line this
trial 1s taking is that the human mind
does In fact accept one kind of murder.
It is the murder done under the guise of
social necessity, War is one example of
this, and all peoples reject the idea of
calling soldlers murderers. In fact, the
entire nation so deeply shares in this
kind of killing that 1t must relect any
condemnation of the individuals who ac-
tually do the Kkilling, lest they have to
condemn themselves.

The problem for the Germans is that
they are being called upon to Identify
themselves with the victims when their
every instinet would lead them to identlfy
with the unitormed, disciplined. killers.
In short, they are being called on to be
fo 2 ip rebel in their spist sgainst tne
age-old respect for authority which has
plagued their history.

This, I think, i8 why It is perfectly
logical for the German housewlfe on the
jury to weep as any human being would
at the horrors she hears, even as she and
her millions of eounterparts have, for at
least a decade now, heard just such evi-
dence a hundred times with no sign of
public protest against Nazism. It Is why
the officers who tried to assassinate Hitler
in 18%44 have never been celebrated in
Germany either; for they did the unthink-
able, they fook a moral decision against
their obedience to authority.

So that the German looking at these
22 men may well be revoited by their
crimes and vyei feel paralyzed at the
thought of truly taking sides against them.
For part of his soul is caught in the same
air-tight room with theirs—the part that
finds honor and goodness and decency In
obedience.

But who, In what ecountry, has not heard
men say, “If I did not do this someone else
would, 8o I might as well go along?}”

8o the question in the Frankfurt ecourt-
room spreads out beyond the defendants
and spirals around the world and into the
heart of every man. It is his own complicity
ol omuiger aver fre omurders he did not
perform himself with ii's own hands. The

* murders, however, from which he profited

1f only by hsving survived.

It is this profound complicity which the
Frankfurt prosecution is trying to open up
by sticking to 1ts secmingly simple conten-
tionr that all murder is murder With the
atomic bomb in so many different hands
now 1t might be well to take a good look at
the ordinariness of most of the defendants
in Frank{urt. The thought iz hatefu), to be
sure, and no one would willingty think it,
but we do, after all lLve in the century
wien more people have been killed by
other people than at any other perled.
Perhaps the deepest respect we can pay the
millions of mnocent dead is to examine
what we believe about murder, and our
responsibility as survivors for the futurs.

are still standing,
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