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Mr. Drew Pearson, 
1 31 3 - 29th. Street, N. W. , 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Pearson: 

First of all, I want to thank you very much for your kind - -
invitation to lunch at the Cosmos Club, which gave me the opportu­
nity not only to know you person&lly but to exchange points of view -
on matters concerning your and my country. 

I thought it advisable to send you some information concern­
ing the projects which my Government has presented to different - -
institutions in Washington, D. C., for the procurement of financial -
assistance to make them a reality. 

The lists I am enclosing pertain, the first one to the different 
projects and the a.mounts of same presented to the Inter-Alnerican -
Development Bank, the Agency for International Development and the 
Credit Commodity Corporation. My Government bas given priority -
to the five projects presented to the Inter -American Development - -
Bank, which total $33, 300, 000. 00. The total amount of projects - -
presented to the Bank is a little over $80,000,000. 00. (Annex #1 ). 

The second list pertains to the projects of law presented to -
the National Congress of Guatemala, and as you will see some of - -
those have been already approved (Rent Law, FHA and the one concerll­
ing Income Tax has been approved in its third reading). You can notice 
also that the Government of Guatemala is striving very hard to put into 
effect many and vary important social reforms, which undoubtedly will 
benefit the people of Guatemala. (Annex #2). 

Very important to mention is also the fact that the Government 
of Guatemala has distributed over 30, 000 land-titles to peasants in the 

country, land that 
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land that is given in ownership. Besides that, the Government supplies 
supervised credit, technical assistance, material and help for the - - - -
construction of the house of each individual and also to the construction 
of schools within the zone, with the contribution of each one of the ---­
recipients of the piece of land. 

I will not go into details about the school construction program­
being carried out by President Ydfgoras Fuentes, as I explained it to -
you over our pleasant lunche~n, but I only want to bring out that the - -
number of classrooms to be built by the end of 1962 is 2, 250 classrooms 
in 425 schools. This is the program called "Self-Help School - - - - - - -
Construction 11, which has reduced the cost of construction about 2/ 3 -
of the original cost per classroom. 

Whatever additional information you may need on any subject 
concerning Guatemala, please do not hesitate to call upon us. 

With best personal wishes, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

ejos A., 
Ambassador. 

AARG/nja. 
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E:MBAJADA DE GUATEMALA 
2220 R STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON 8, D. ~ ANNEX #t 

INTER-AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 

Housing Project $ 10.000.000.oo 

Water and Drainage for l 04 villages ti 5.500.000.00 

Superviaed Credit 4.000.000.00" 
Agrarian Development of SEBOL 8.800.000.00 

Real Estate Cadastre " 4.000.000.00 

TOTAL: $ 33.300.000.00 

.,.... ___________ 
AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Construction of the Gua.temala-Salami-Co-
1>4nHighway Project $ 24.500.000.00 

Hospitals: construction and equipment 1. 956. 709. 35 

TOTAL: $ 26. 456. 709. 35 

CREDIT COMMODITY CORPORATION 

Surplus $ 1s.ooo.ooo.oo 
in a period of five (5) years at the rate 
of $3,000,000.00 per year. 

https://3,000,000.00
https://1s.ooo.ooo.oo
https://24.500.000.00
https://33.300.000.00
https://4.000.000.00
https://8.800.000.00
https://4.000.000.00
https://5.500.000.00
https://10.000.000.oo


EMBASSY OF GUATEMALA 

Washington, D. C. 
ANNEX HZ 

LIST OF PROJECTS OF LAW SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL TO THE 

NATIONAL CONGRESS OF GUATEMALA. 

1. New Agrarian Reform Law. 
2. Penal Code Project. 
3. Guarantee Investment. 
4. Law creating the Free Port of "Mat!as de Gilvez". 
5. Civil Service Law. 
6. Labor Benefit's Bank. 
7. Project of Law concerning unproductive lands. 
8. Project of Law on Family Patrimonies and Parcelling of land. 
9. Project of Law creating the National Institute of Agrarian 

Transformation. 
10. Project of Law concerning the Agrarian Development Zones. 
11 . Rent Law (approved already). 
12. Income Tax Law (approved in its third reading at Congress). 
13. Project of Law on Territorial Tax. 
14. Labor Code with its reforms. 
15. FHA (approved already). 
16. Project of Law creating the Housing Institute. 
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HIS EXCELLENCY ALEJOSCARLOS 
AMBASSADORor GUATEMALA 
GUATEMALANEMBASSY 
2220 R.ST. NW 
WASHINGTON,D.C. 

DEEPLYAPPRECIATE MOST GRACIOUS.INVITATION YOUR BUT UNFORTUNATELY 
I HAVE A SPEAKING ENGAGEMENT MARCH DAKOTAIN TORONTO 27 AND IN NORTH 
APRIL,, SO I'M AFRAID IT WILLBE IMPOSSIBLE FOR ME TO JOIN YOU. 
HOWEVERI LOOK FORWARD CONSTRUCTIVEL GUATEMALATO WRITING ABOUT AND 
THE PRSIDENTXX PRESIDENT'S TRIP. 

DREWPEARSON 



1962IMR14 1M I 3J 

PRESS004 PA032 

W RBY059 RB22 RBZ2 NL PD RB WASHINGTON DC 63 

DREWPEARSON, BELL ·SYNDICATE COLUMNIST 

1313 29TH ST NW WASHDC ~ 
IT PLEASESME ON BEHALF TO EXTEND OF MY GOVERNMENT CORDIAL 

' i 

INVITATIONTO VISIT GUATEMALA TRIPON A FOUR DAY ALL EXPENSE 

LEAVINGMARCH YOU AND THROUGH 27 STOP OUR AIM IS TO SHOW YOU 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE THE SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

BEING CARRIED OUT AND TO LEARN THE FORTHCOMING ABOUT TRIP TO 

THE UNITED STATESor PRESIDENTYDIGORASFUENTESAT THE END 

or APRIL IN WHICH OCCASIONHE WILL REFER TO COLONIAUSM IN 

AMERICAAND PROPOSE DOCTRINEAN ANTI-COMMUNIST FOR OUR HEMISPHERE 

STOP YOU WILL HAVE AMPLE BECOME VITHTIME TO FREELY ACQUAINTED 

OUR PE9PLE BESIDES THE SPECIFIC nIPS WI HAVE PREPAREDFOR 

YOU STOP PLEASE ADVISE YOUR· ACCEPTANCE. 

CARLOSALEJOS AMBASSADOR OF GUATEMALA. 

PRESERVATIOMCOPY 



-----
·-

CJ!~,------



---

6/8/61 

Bill Lucas (who used to be with Dave Charnay and is 

now Wm. B. Lucas Associates-real estate-Bethesda -

tel: OL 6-8868) furnished this info which l1! says is 

very reliable& 

A stock corp. named BELCO {gas co.) has got into 
back 

Guatemala. The ma.n in um of it is Walter Bintlett 

,of Texas• -(he wasn t sure or the spelling) - very 

big in Houston. 

Eiu-ebre• stock in tremendous m numbers, and a large 

amount of machinery have been sent down to top 

Guatemalan officials - gratis. 

The ex-tirst secy of the Cuban Amer.Emb. - Robert 

Davis, now in State Dept. Latin American Div.,- has 

s?dfflf?ale "nigger rich" (his phrase not mine) ->w■+ ■ II..,_. . 
./JV said to have a large share ot participation in this 

BELCOco~J •... bears looking into. 

(Lucas assured me this is reliable, as all the other 
info he's given you in the past - referred you to 
John Scali, Harry Guinevan or Dave Charna1 tor 
corroboration of his reliability. Personally I 
thought he sounded a little "odd" and he mentioned 
he was speaking trom his doctor's office.) 

me 



DRBW PEARSON 
WASHINGTON MERRY - GO - ROUND 

1313 Twnaty-,ii,ith St.,NJf., WashirtBtort 7,D.C. 



Codes: Ben~'8y 925 Owe Terminal Bide. 
Cincinnati 2, Obio, U.S.A. ABC 6th Edition 

Cable: PRICE-CINCINNATI Phone MAin 1~ 

February 23, 1959 

Mr. Drew Pearson 
1313 29th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr, Pearson: 

appearing on February l, 1959 in the Washington Post with reference to 

.._,.__-rr--rnn Guatemala the 9th, 10th, and 11th of February and after reading your article, I 
coul.d not buy your article as being correct and I made particular effort to check sane of 
the points which I am sure can be proven by checking carefully. 

It has not been my good fortune to know the President of Guatemala, Ydigoras Fuentes. How­
ever, I do know quite well Mr. Roberto Alejos who is the Minister of Co-ordination for the 
country who is, in my opinion, a very fine patriotic citizen and honest beyond arzy question 
of doubt. I have met the son or the President some two or three times who seems to be a 
very intelligent young man, even though he does not appear to have anything to do with the 
Government and its activities. 

First of all, I do not believe Ydigoras Fuentes is a dictator and it appears to me that he 
has given more freedom in Guatemala than has been enjoyed in that country for many, many 
years. 

With reference to the Mexican situation, the story as told to me by the son of the President, 
was that in the latter part of 1958, they encountered machine guns and hand grenades that 
were made in Czechoslovakia. They were of the opinion that these arms were being smuggled 
into the country through Mexico or through Guatemalan waters on either the East or the West 
Coe.st. 

On January 3, they advised the American Jimbassy, the Mexican Embassy, and I believe other 
countries of neighboring countries, of the fact that they did not have any Coast Guard., to 
protect their waters and if any boats, small. or large, that appeared to be smuggling into 
Guatemala arms made behind the Iron Curtain or elsewhere, they would have the right to 
search a.ny of these vessels plying within their waters. 

On the day that the difficulties started in Guatemala between Guatemala and Mexico, a 1111&1.l. 
boe.t came to a coastal. town or village where only one policeman was working. This pol.ice­
man was armed with a 38-c&l.iber pistol. '.Ibe Mexican boat launched a small launch and. cue 
to the coast, apparently to buy cigars or beer and once they were in the village, the Mexi­
cans held the officer with a machine gun while they unloaded some boxes which were sub••• 
quently loaded onto sane trucks. As soon as this took place, the officer pioned to Ouate• 
ma.la City by radio and the President ordered the airplanes out to order the boats back to 
the shore. 
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Mr. Drew Pearson February 23, 1959 

This same boat did not heed any of the warnings and after some warning shots, they kept on 
going and it was at that time they shot these boats and brought them back to the shore. 

Later on, within the same day, the trucks that had the machine guns and other munitions made 
in Czechoslovakia, were encountered. 

It is the belief of Roberto Alejos there are still Communists in Guatemala and in fact, they 
know positively that there are Communists in Guatemala, and their main troubles are coming 
from this source. 

I know you are quite a busy man, but I think maybe it might be well ror you to make a trip 
to some of these Central American countries to see what is actually going on and it might 
not be a bad idea for you to take saneone with you who bas knowledge of the Spanish langu­
age and do your own browsing around and getting news as you get it here, and you might 
learn enough to give you some good stories. 

I do not believe that Ydigoras Fuentes is 1n love with United Fruit Canpany. In fact, I 
think it is contrary. 

I think you can check this information to see whether the United States Government through 
its »nbassy received such a communication from the Guatemalan Goveranent and if they will 
tell you, I am sure you'll find it is correct and I think, if you go to Guatemala, you will 
be able to see copies of the advices given to the various Embassies there. 

Sincerely yours, 

E. c. Price 



925 Dixie Terminal Bids.Codes: Beatley 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio, U.S.A.ABC 6th Edition 
Phone MAin 1-3038Cable: PRICE-CINCINNATI 

December 10, 1958 

Mr. Drew Pearson 
131329th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Pearson: 

I am sorry I did not get your address when I was talking with 
you in Mexico, but we did obtain it fran our Public Library here 
and I presume this letter will reach you. 

I am attaching the card of Mr. Roberto Alejos of Guatemala who 
is the Minister of Co-ordination 
right-hand man to the President, 
mala. 

and I consider him to 
Miguel Ydigoras Fuentes 

be the 
of Guate­

Mr. Alejos is a young man who I consider a patriot and a young 
man of great ability, who should be able to aid you in anything 
you might wish to do in Guatemala. 

I spoke to Mr. Alejos when I was in Guatemala and asked him 1:f he 
would like for you to get in touch with him before you go to Guate­
mala and he said he wou1d be highly pleased if you would do so. 

Mr. Alejos speaks very excellent English and I think he can guide 
you around within that country. 

Sincerely yours, 

E. c. Price 

ECP:vm 
cc: Mr. Roberto Alejos 

4o Calle B 3-75 Zona 8 
Guatemala City, Guatemala 



The following facts disclose how econonw-minded officials in 

the Department of State and ICA are umd ttingly :fJr jeapordizing the sole 

~ositive tlictory that the democracies have won thus far in the Cold War--the 

liberation of Guatemala from a Communist dictatorship. 

The fact that the government which Col. Carlos Castillo Armas 

overthrew in the revolution of June-July 1954 bzlnqllJ)• 
actually a 

was •~•■11p1J ■ twJ1 

Comnrunist government is supported by two recent reports from reliable 

intelligence sources (I'm sure you have the means to check the veracity of these 

reports): 

A0 That Col. Jacobo Arbenza Guzman, the deposed President, is--or 

at least until very recently was--residing in Prague where he is said to be 

being prepped for a new, important role in Latin America. Arbenu is reported 

, to have visited Moscow at least once, and probably twice, t~s year. 

B. Arbenz' predecessor, Juan Jose Arevalo, who began the communization 

of Guatemala on assuming office in 1946, has recently been named to replace 

Vicente Lombardo Toledano as head of 'the Communist labor movement in Latin 

America. Arevalo was last reported living in Chile. 

Here is the background on our policy toward Guatemala: 

1. Most Guatemalans agree that the success of Castillo's 

revolution resulted from an intensive propaganda campaign that convinced the 

rabk and file of the people that ''we can provide a better life, politically, 

social]y and economically under a democracy than you are nOlr getting under 

Comrrrunism." 

20 As is pretty generally known, the ColTIITnlnistslooted the 

treasury hefore fleeing into asylum and Castillo inherited a bankrupt government. 

Then, shoirtly after thP revolution the price of coffee:--which comprises 75%of 

Guatema.la's export trade--broke din the world exchanges. Guatemalan coffee 

dropped from $95 a quintal in New York, to $52 a quintal. As result the 

country suffered a seriou~ depression shortly after the new government took 
over. 



3. Nevertheless, for more than five months Harold Stassen, 

then FOA Administrator, stubbornl,y ll■fl ! Is• r resisted state epartment pleas for 

economic aid to Guatemala. Not until members of Congress brought pressure, and 

Rep. Pat H:l.lli.ncs (R. of Cal.) threatened to subpoena Stassen before his subcommittee 

(to investigate Comrmmist infiltration in Latin America), did Stassen finally 

give in and accept a S5 million aid program. Even then, it wasJlQt _u,ntf:J.January, 

l9S5 tnat the first aid reached Guatemala. 

4. Last year l"OA (now ICA) reduced a State Department recommendation 

for $10 million in economic aid to Guatemala for the present fiseal year, to $5 

million, Interested Senators and Congressmen, however, boosted it to $15 million. 

5. Despite the specific mandate of Congress, TCA did not tranafer 

a s~le. dollllr to Guatemala during the first half of the fiscal year. It was JlOt. 

until after January 1, of this year, when several Senators protested vehemently, 
• 

that the first transfers were made. 

zw.:-:~■ tttinaitzn&4zwMffier.~OJfzxb 
6e As result of these above factors, the economic starulants, e specially 

of the poor people of Guatemala, have not improved under the democratic regime. 

7. Castillo and his cabinet are convinced that definite economic progress 

must be demonstrated immediately. They have prepared a economic development 

program totalling $70 million to be undertaken during fiscal 1956-57. They have 

asked the u. s. for ~5 million in ICA assistance. 

8. However, the ICA, this time with State .uepartment concurrence, 

is preparing to ask Congress for only $5 m1111o~, which the Guatemalans feel 

will jeapordize their whole program. They fear that this will result in 

widespread disillusio~nt in dem::>cracy in Guatemala and--at the worst,x a return 

to Commuiisrn; at the best, prolonged poll tical IDIIDJl unrest and economic cha.o&o 

\ 
\ 
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Biographical sketch 

Mari• lopes Villatoro 

Sr. l,q)ez is about 29 ;rean old, married and baa two children. 

lbile attending San Carlos univerait;r in 1951 he joined an anti-canmuniat 

students I movement, which waa declared illegal b;r the then President, Jacobo Arbenso 

Several member• were seized b.Tthe secret police, tortured and imprisonedo en one 

occasion Lopez led an expedition of students armed with clube and revolver• in a 

sortie on the secret police headquarten, in an attempt to rescue & comrade who had 

been arrested. The;rwere driven oft b;r machine gun tire. In 1952, he and another D11111: 

student engineered the escape of Lto Col. Carlos Castillo Armaa, the rewlutiom.r;y 

leader and present preaideat, from the penitentiar;yo After several weeks 1n hiding 

he was forced to nee into exile, and joined Castillo in Honduru. About that time his 

wile waa seized b.Tthe secret police who took her from the hospital a·tew d&J'II 

after giving birth to their second be.b,r, She wu taken to the police station and 

grilled tor more than 12 hours, in effort to farce her to ddlsclose the whereawouta of 

her huabando 

For near~ two years prior to the revolution Lopez and h1a colleagues 1n 

Honduras and Salvador slipped back and forth into Guatemala, organizing underground 

anti-Communist cella, and distributing anti-Communist propaganda. His partner, a 

;young Guatemalan student named Coame In Viacortch, was captured b;r the secret police 

on one ot these expeditions. He was tortured tor 48 hours. The autopa)" showed that 

both ot hia arms, both legs and several riba were broken. Hi.a testicles and pinu 

were ripped offo And hia skulled was basked in. 

Nev.-theleaa, Lopes continued hia expeditiona into Guatemala, and ahortq 

before the revolution he and two companiona inaugurated the clandestine radio, which 

g&'Ye dail.7 broadcasts. Several of these broad.casts were made trcm inside the cit7 Th•0 

;.Arbenz administration placed top priorit7 on the e&pturelt of Lopez and his companiona • 



The HUJ1nga •ub-coam.tue, after listening to tape reoordinga ot some ot 

these broadcaata, pronounced tha the tineet examples ot JDIIIIIKanti-Communist 

propapnda thq had ever seen or heard, and urged the Voice of America to stud7 .._ 

their teolmiquea. The theme of their propaganda waa simply' that the7 could giTe 

all cl&ssH ot people in Ouataala a better ll'fing, politically', socialq and ---x 

eccnCldcally', under a democratic goTernaent than they- were then receiving 

under a Cc:mnuni.8tdictatorahipo 

Lopes iii¥ bee wu one ot the 2SO reYOlutionariee who croaaed the 

border with Caat.W.o in June, 195', in the rnolut.ion that. upset the Arbenz 

19Yel'llllent.. In the recent election he ran tor CongreH and wu elected. He 1a 

also aasiatant. di.rector ot tu ottice ot Propaganda, Culture and Touriaa ot the 

goTemaent.. He rectntl1' spent several 110ntha 1n the U. s. aa guest ot the 

State Department,atuding our propaganda and pibl.ic relationa technique•• 

-30-
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Sept. 13 

- Supplement 

(I hate to tuuld up previous memo by addenda, but here 

goes) 

Additional facts on"Radio Clandestine": Three men 

ran it, staDting around the end of May, 19,1+. They were 

Lionel Sisniego, (whose name :ou aave) plus Jose Toron and 

Mario Lopez. On several occas·· ons, Arbenz' police annou11ced 

that they would catch these men, or that they knew whete they 

were hiding, XII but the three were never caught, and they 

broadcast every night. 

The State Dept. had pictures of some of the atrocity 

victims wno were dug up after they had been tortured by the 

Commies, but couldn't release any of them because the~ were 

all in the nude, were very grisly, and would lose their J!1blcg 

significance ir only faces were shown. The most grisly aspect 

of the corpses was testicles the sise of melons, presumably 

a result of great quantitites of groin-kicking, and this isn't 

exactly publishable. 

To publish the fact that the U.S. State Dept. has not 

been able to use these pictures m~ght rebo nd on my friend in 

the pre .s office, but that's just a s::t thought. 

Tl.e ship that unloaded the Ar □s at 0 orto Barrios, only 

to have a trainload of its cargo blasted in transit was the 

El Alfhem. This was the ship that took the devious route 

by way of many port-, including Dakar, and was unloaded mt.ax 



I 
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Wlder guard amid strenuous objections from anti-communists, 

and our own State De ~artment, wi1ich had smelled out the plot. 
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Sept. 12 

Guatemala 

One of the most important assets that Col. Carlos Castillo 

Armas had in his successful liberation or Guatemala was his 
,,.

anti-Communist underground inside the country - a guerilla force 
I ..;' 

consisting ma~ly of the Anti~ommunist Univerity Students' Committee.,.. 
Here is the story of the undergi,ound that Arbenz' Communist 

government was never able to supresss 

One of the first actions or the war was the dynamiting or a 

trainload of Communist arms bound for Guatemala City. Members 

of the Students• 6ommittee pushed the plunger that detonated the 

charge. 

But that wws just the beginning. The Students• Committee, 

which had at first restricted its membership t11zupuZJ1uzxbud 

strictly to University Students, threw down the bars and 

opene#d its membership to anyone who wished to fight the Communists. 

One or thetr most successful projects was the "Radio Clandestine." 

Each night, Llionel Sisniego would crank up his portable gjt ■ r 

"Radio of Liberation" and broadcast threats to the Communists, 

and encouragement to the anti-Communists who make up 99%of the 

population. 

Sometimes the "Radio Clandestine" would engage in a war of 

nerves, promising that the anti-communist army led by Col. Armas 

would soon strike at the Communist govermment. 

At oeher times, the "Radio" would recommend that the anti­

communists take every opportunity to harass and sabotage the 

- more -
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communist-led troops supporttng Arbenz. 

Arbenz retaliated against the pazttbziabzm!x~z titth 

column tactics ot the Students' Committee by arresting and imprisoning;~ ; 
as many of ~■'lmzx members as his "Cvil Guard" could catch. The 

" 
Communists explaineed that the Students were trying ton overthrow 

the government by foroe and violence - quite 8 switch from their 

usual role. 

The biggest catch of the Communi~t man-hunt was Mario Sandoval, 

the Pres\ent of the Students• Committ~ who spent nine months in 
rt ~ .. , .. W\ .. 

prison~ and wJs fimlly liberated when Arvenz• government f•ll. 

During the nine months he was in jail, Sandoval managed to 

meint61n contact with the rest of the organization by throwing 

notes out of the lttJua:xllxx windows or his cell, as the guard 

looked the other way. 

The Secretary of the Committee, Gabriel Mattinez, managed to 

stay out of the clutches of the Commu:ists until nine days before 

the Communist government fell, wut when they caught him, the 

Communists threw him into a cell under the floor of imposing 
C;t1;/ Gu,,J 
G\tllrdia et,ii 8uilding, in Guatemala City. 

The nine days that Martines spent _in the "hole", nttilxx 

with his hands tied behind his back, almost finished him off. 

When the Guardia Civil was finallyliberated, he was given up 

for dead, but a doctor detected a faint heartbeat, and Martines 

finally recovered. 

The slipperiest man of all, Enriq~e Salazar, was the liason 

man who maintained contact tiw•■ x'. between Martinez, bllllad,zxxx 

Sandoval in his prison, and lwtttn Col. Armas, who was massing 

his Liberation Army on the Hondu:eas frontier. Salazqr was never 

caught. - more -
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In addition to outright brutality, the Communists used typical 

brainwashing techniques ontheir captives. 

For instance, Sandoval was several times taken before a 

firing squad. Blindfolded, and with his hands tied, Sandoval would 

hear the firing squad getting their orders, right up to the word 

11fire". 

But he never heard that word. Always, there would be something 

~ wrong - too late in the day, or too early, or 

something - and he would be returned to his cell, to await the 

nest round in the war of nerves. 
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In addition to the major leaders ot the movement, hundreds 

of other anti-communists were rounded up and thrown into prison. 

Then, when Armas' planes strafed Guatemala City, they were taken 

up on the root of the lblXx Civil Guard building, where they would 

be exposed :zu to the ~ullets ot their own forces. 

The man who was responsible for %ilax this practice, and a 

great many other atrocities, was the Communist police chief 

Rogelio Cruz Wer. When Cruz Wer saw that his government would 

tall, he hopped into a fast car and fled to Mexico Sity. 

During the period when Guatemala City was under air attack 

from Armas' anti-communists, the electric power for the city was 

turned otf at night. The Communist government said that this was 

to make it more difficult for !J:ilH1za:tbd~buaxt11Z1btlxtaa:x 

duxx "Liberation" bombers to find the city, but the members of 

the Students• Committee found that the real reason for the blackout 

was to permit CruzWer•s pm police to make their arrests without 

being seen. 

Now that the levolution is over, and b.asllx President Armas 

heats a solidly anti-Communist government, many of these Students• 

Committee men have acheived positions of responsibility in the 

new Government. 

Sandoval is Armas• secretary. (Secretary Particulare, whatever 

that is) Martinez is an undersecretary of the Guatemalan equivalent 

of our Department of the Interior. (Gobernation) Salazar is now 

Chief of Publieisy for the little Republic. 

With the Communists no longer Q:px in pwer, thin-s are back 

to normal now in Guatemala. The only fear of the Guatemalans is 

that their revolution will scare out American concerns that would 
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bring them the business that they nee•. 

Although Guatamala is too sma+l a coUJltJy to afford a lavish 

display, Sandoval has sent~ Carlos Fuentes, mDXJD1x 

txaxmazszatxhi:ax who was one of his Anticommunsit UniveBisty 

Student Committeemen, to America to inform Americans that the 

shooting is over, and :tk•trx they're ready to do business as 

usual. 
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(Not printed atGovernment expenae) 

<tongrcssionalRecord 
United States PROCEEDINGS _AND DEBATES OP THE 83dCONGRESS, SECOND SESSION 

of America 

Communism in Guatemala: 22 Facts 
How Kremlin Agents Endanger the Western Hemisphere 

REMARKS 
OJ' 

HON. ALEXANDER WILEY 
OJ' WUCONStN 

IN THE SENATE OP THE UNITED STATES 

Thursda11. Januarv 14, 1954 

Mr. WILEY- Mr. President, I should 
llke to take the time o! the Senate !or a 
few moments to comment on a problem 
which has long concerned me 1n the field 
o! foreign relations. 

I refer to Guatemala. which has be­
come a serious beachhead !or lnterna­
tloncl communism In this hemisphere. 

No smokescreen should divert any
other people or ourselves !ram that 
alarming fact. 

Now I want to prove by a series o! 
clear !acts the Interlocking relationship 
between Guatemalan communism and 
Moscow communism. 

I shall cite some 22 facts-In question 
and answer form. Th.is list could be 
expanded to 220 fM:ts, because every day
the alarming evidences multiply. 
A.NSWJ:RS TO QUDSTIONS ON RED lNJ"Ltn:NCJ>-

DO COMMUNISTS HAY!! IMPORTANT PosrTION8 
IN THE GUATDS.ALAN COVERNM..EN'Tt 

First. Reds occupy key spots In radio, 
press. agrarla.n administration and the 
social-security system. 

The Director General of Radio Broad­
casting and director of the Government 
radio station. TOW. Carlos Alvarado 
Jerez, ls a Communist. 

Second. The Chief o! the Press Sec­
tion of President Arbenz' publlclty office. 
Raul Leiva, is a Communist. 

Third. In the National Agrarian De­
partment. which administers the Guate­
malan agrarian reform law, the No. 2 
omcla.l, Waldemar Barrios Klee, Chief o! 
the Lands Department. 1s a member of 
the Guatemalan communist Party. 

The chief clerk of the department ls 
Marla Jerez de Portuny, wl!e of the head 
o! the Communist Party. 

Over 15 other Agrarian Department 
officials are publlcly avowed members 
of the Communist Party, includl.ng at 
least 4 agrarian Inspectors. 
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Fourth. The Director o! the official 
Government Social Security Agency, 
Alton.so Solorzano. is a Communist. 

Fifth. The Deputy Inspector General 
of Labor, Hugo Barrios Klee, Is a mem­
ber of the communist Party. 
All OOATJ:IMIAI..AN COIMIM'O'NlSTB PAST OJ' TBS 

lNTERNATIONAL COIMIMONlST MOVEIONTt 

Sixth. The leaders of the Guatemalan 
Communist Party, Including Jose Manuel 
Fortuny, Victor Manuel Gutierrez. Car­
los Manuel Pellecer, Marlo Sliva JonlUlla, 
Jose Alberto Cardoza, have visited Mos­
cow, some o! them frequently. 

Seventh. Victor Manuel Gutierrez. a 
leading Communist Party member and 
labor boss of Guatemala. after returning 
In January 1952 from a visit to Moscow 
immediately disbanded a separate Com­
munist Party he was then leading In fa­
vor of the organization stlll headed by 
Fortuny. 

Eighth. In a message to the Soviet 
19th Party congress in Moscow 1n Oc­
tober 1952, the Guatemalan Communist 
Party saluted the soviet Communist 
Party as Its inspiration and as a "beacon 
!or the workers of the world." 

Ninth. The central Cominform or­
ganization, through an article published 
In its worldwide newspaper "For a Last­
ing Peace !or a People's Democracy" on 
January 16, 1953, openly adopted the 
Guatemalan Communist Party wider its 
new name Guatemalan Labor Party. 

Tenth. The Cominform Journal cited 
above on December 11, 1953, eulogized 
the Guatemalan Communist dally news­
paper Tribune. Popular. 

Eleventh. Writings o! Jose Manuel 
Fortuny, head of the Guatemalan Com­
munist Party, are published in the Com­
inform newspaper For a Lastl.ng PeM:e 
and 1n the New York Dally Worker. 

Twel!th. Pravda on December 1', 
l!l53, publ1shed an article openly prais­
ing the Guatemalan Government. 
HAS TBE 00ATE.14ALAN OOVEIINMEN'T ENC0'!7a­

,l(Jm, COMKtJN181!d tlf OOATIUULAf 

Thirteenth. The Guatemalan Govern­
ment furnished a theater to the Com­
munist Party for its first publ1c rally, 
held on June 21, 1951, and attended by 
the Minister of Education and other im­
portant Government officials. 

Fourteenth. On December 19, 1952, the 
Governme.nt officially registered the 
Guatemalan Communist Party, thus 
granting it full recognition wider the 
electoral laws In disregard of a. consti­
tutional prohibition against ''political 
organizations of a foreign or Interna­
tional character." Five days before be­
Ing Inscribed. the Guatemalan Commu­
n1st Party changed Its name to Guate­
malan Labor Party. 

Fifteenth. The Government pol1tlcal 
parties controlled by President Arbenz 
openly supported the Communist lead­
ers, Jose Manuel Fortuny and Carlos 
Manuel Pellecer, In the January 1953 
congressional elections. 

Sixteenth. On May 1, 1953, President 
Arbenz publicly embraced Victor Man­
uel Gutierrez and Carlos Manuel Pelle­
cer. Communist leaders who control 
the General Labor Confederation. 

Seventeenth. Government agencies 
advertise 1n the Communist dally news­
paper Trlbuna Popular, providing prac­
tically its only visible means of financial 
support. 

Eighteenth. The Government's official 
radio and newspaper have disseminated 
pro-Communist, anti-United States 
propaganda !or years. 

Nineteenth. Communist propaganda 
films accusing the United States of en­
gaging in "bM:teriologlcal warfare" have 
been exhibited in Government buildings. 

Twentieth. The Government publlcly 
donated $10,000 to the Second conti­
nental Conference of the Communist­
run International Association of Demo­
cratic Lawyers. held In the Guatemalan 
Supreme Court BuUdlng last October. 

Twenty-first. Sra. Marta Vllanova de 
Arbenz, wife of the President of Guate­
mala. ls a founding member o! the Gua­
temalan Communist-front women's or­
ganize. tlon. 

Twenty-second. Several high Govern­
ment officials and the heads of all four 
pro-Arbenz pol1tlcal parties participated 
1n an event staged in a Government 
school bulldl.ng by the Communist-front 
National Peace Committee on July 31, 
1953, to celebrate the Communist victory 
over American "Imperialism" 1n Korea. 

II .•. fOY(liltlllllH PALUl ■li o,,ic11 IH4 

https://bulldl.ng
https://Governme.nt
https://Lastl.ng
https://Alton.so
https://includl.ng


RELEASE: ON RECEIPI' STATEMENT ALEX.ANDER WIS,)BY SENATOR WILEY, (R., 
CHAIRMAN,SENATEFOREIGNRELATIONSCOMMITI'EE, 
TO BE DELIVERED ON THE SENATE FLOOR, 
LATE THURSDAY, FEBRUARY4, 1954 

WILEYCONDEMNS OF GUATEMALA ACTION LEGISLATORS 

IN CRITICIZING ANTI-RED REMARKS 

MR. WILEY: Mr. President, the newspaper wire services have reported the 

action of the Guatemalan Legislature on February lat in passing a resolution, criti­

cizing me for the statement which I made on the Floor of the Senate on January 14th 

in which I pointed out the alarming Communist penetration of the Guatemalan Govern-

ment. 

The resolution adopted by the Guatemalan Legislators is, of course, an 

unfortunate, unjustified and indeed a ridiculoUB approach to the very serious prob­

leu which that country is facing. 

LEGISLATUREDID NOi' TRY TO REFUTE CHARGES 

The Guatemalan Congress objected to my remarks, but in no way did it refute 

or even pretend to refute the 22 incontrovertible facts which I had setforth, showing 

the extent of Communist intervention in Guatemala. 

I emphasize the word"intervention" because in my Judgment, the Soviet Union 

has manfestly -- through act after act -- demonstrated a blatant policy of interven­

tion in the internal affairs of Republics of the Hemisphere and, in particular, of 

Guatemala. 

LEGISLATURESHOULD FROMTRY TO FREE GUATEMALA COMMUNISM 

Now, of course, it is not my intention to engage in a running discussion 

with the members of the Legislature of Guatemala or of any other government. 

I can only express the hope that non-Communist members of the Guatemalan 

Legislature would devote their energies toward combatting the dangerous Communist 

octopus whose tentacles are tightening around every segement of their own nation. 

I would hope that the non-Communist Guatemalan Legislators would direct 

their energies toward the regaining of their country's independence from the Soviet 

intervenors in their internal affairs. 

I would hope that the Executive, Legislative, and Judicial Branches of that 

Government might act so that Guatemala might reembark on a course leading toward her 

full freedom, her full prosperity, toward the improvement of her relations with her 

sister Republics and toward a greater share of earth's blessings for all of her own 

people, in accordance with the free enterprise system. 
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Now, Mr. President, I intend to continue to speak the truth on Guatemala, or 

on any other subject, as I see it. 

I intend to continue to combat the international Communist conspiracy wherever 

it rears its ugly head. 

I intend to join with my colleagues on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 

and, in particular, those of my colleagues on the American Republt:s Sub-Committee, 

headed by my friend, the distinguished Senior Senator from Iowa, Mr. Rickenlooper, in 

continuously reviewing this problem, so that we are adequately informed and so that 

the American people are adequately informed. 

In my initial address on this issue, I referred to 22 basic facts about Com­

munist penetration of Guatemala. It is my intention in the future to add to those 

22 facts by citing further incontrovertible evidence. 

FACT NO. 23 -- ACTIVITIES :SY AMBASSADOR FUENTESPRO-RED ALVARADO 

I should like today, however, simply to refer to fact no. 23. 

I refer to activity of the Guatemalan Ambassador to Mexico City, Senor 

Alberto Alvarado Fuentes, who held a press conference on February 2nd for the purpose 

of repeating the false Guatemalan charges of alleged "plotting" attributed to United 

States interests for the alleged purpose of overthrow of the Guatemalan Government. 

These absurd charges made by the Ambassador included most of the well-known 

and out-worn Communist techniques with which we are all so familiar -- throwing up a 

smokescreen of false accusations. 

Moreover, it is symbolic of a basic Communist technique; namely, to slander 

a foreign people on the ground of allegedly "defending one's self" against foreign 

attack. 

For years, the Soviet Union has been piously moaning "self-defense" claiming 

that she is being "encircled by capitalist enemies"; whereas, actually, it is the 

Soviet bear which has attempted to throw its brutal paws and vicious claws around 

the body of the free world. 

Now, why do I pay particular attention to the false charges by the Guate­

malan Ambassador to Mexico? 

It is because the penetration of the diplomatic service of the Guatemalan 

Government, or aey government, is obviously a key objective of international Communism. 
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Such penetration permits the poisoning of international channels, rather than 

simply domestic channels. I point out that the absurd attacks made by the Guatemalan 

Ambassador to Mexico were, of course, not made elsewhere by Guatemalan diplomata who 

are not pro-Communist. I must assume, therefore, that Senor Alvarado Fuentes is 

acting upon his own -- which means he is acting under Communist discipline and control 

discipline and control which are made easier by the presence of the intriguing Soviet 

Embassy in Mexico City. 

I know that every one of our sister Republics of this Hemisphere must be 

alarmed, as I am, at the penetration by Communist agents of a diplomatic service of 

any of the Republics of this Hemisphere. 

THE PRO-RED RECORD OF AMBASSADOR ALVARADOFUENTES 

I should like to point out that Ambassador Alvarado Fuentes bas long been 

and still is a devoted fellow traveler. 

He has proved himself to be a willing and effective tool of the International 

Soviet conspiracy. 

He bas lent bis name and presence to almost every pro-Communist activity in 

Guatemala. He follows closely the Moscow line in his constant attacks against the 

United States. He ha.a sponsored various so-called "peace appeals and Congresses," 

including the Stockholm Peace Appeal and Partisan Peace Committee -- prime channels of 

the International conspiracy. 

In October of 1951, when be was a Deputy to the National Congress of Guate­

mala, he obtained leave from the Congress for the purpo~ of attending the Communist­

run World "Peace" Congress in Vienna. 

I challenge Ambassador Alvarado Fuentes to refute these facts. I challenge 

his Government to attempt to do so. 

Ordinarily, Mr, President, I would be loathe tomme a particular individual 

in the course of comments such as this. I have never believed in referring to person­

alities as such, and I mention the name of this particular individual now -- only as 

a symbol of the dangerous problem which exists. 

ATI'ACKAGAINSTFREEDOMOF PRESS 

Now, Mr, President, there is one additional aspect of the alarming Communist 

situation in Guatemala to which I should like to refer. In the past few days, the 

Guatemalan Communists have dropped their masks further and have conducted a direct, 

pre-meditated attack against some of the remaining vestiges of the free press and 
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radio there -- against reporters of both Guatemalan and foreign nationality. 

It is inevitable, of course, that the Communists regard a free and courageous 

press as Moscow's mortal enemy. 

I point out the fact therefore that the correspondent of the New York Times 

has been forced to leave the country. I point out that the correspondent of NBC Radio, 

who is also a correspondent for various newspapers and magazines, has been expelled from 

the country. 

This is the latest sickening demonstration of the Communist octopus at work. 

It is the latest danger signal to the free world that the situation in Guate­

mala is fast deteriorating. It is another notice to the people of that unhappy country 

that the last of their liberties are endangered. 

We may well ask: 

What is the Guatemalan Government afraid of in taking this arbitrary action 

of expelling these journalists? Why does it fear their reporting the facts as they 

see them? If the government has nothing to hide, why does it abridge freedom of the 

press? If it does not plot an absolute Red dictatorship -- why does it fear exposure 

of Communism? 

What the Guatemalan Government_ apparently wants is ·an uninformed, censored 

international press, a press similar to those newspaper organs in its own country 

which it now controls. Those government mouthpieces are full of the usual Communist 

propaganda and lies including, incidentally, propaganda and lies against the Chairman 

of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee for my having told the truth about Communism. 

Those servile, lie-filled organs stand in m&rkedcontrast to the remaining 

free Guatemalan newspapers and radio voices which have so courageously brought the 

facts -- the stark facts -- of Communism to the attention of their readers and 

listeners. 

GUATEMALAN LOVE LIBERTY PEOPLE 

And what of the Guatemalan people themselves? 

I do not have the slightest doubt that an overwhelming proportion of the 

people of Guatemala are aroused against the foul Moscow-directed activities of the 

Guatemalan Communists. 

I do not have the slightest doubt that the hopes and prayers of the devout 

people of Guatemala are directed toward that day when the atheistic Communist yoke 

will have been severed; when the Soviet intervention in Guatemala's affairs will 

have been defeated. 
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I conclude by conveying my deepest personal greetings to the liberty­

loving people of Guatemala. I greet those of their freedom-loving leaders at 

home or in exile in whom the flame of liberty still burns brightly. I know that 

I am joined by the people of my country as a whole and men of good will throughout 

this hemisphere. 

Mr. President, the sands are apparently running out in the hourglass of 

freedom of Guatemala. God grant that they may not run out completely. God grant 

that this country not become a Soviet Republic in this Hemisphere. 

I pray that -- in the interest of the Hemisphere, in the interest·of my 

own nation, in the interest of freedom everywhere. 
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I. THE SCOPE OF THE GUATEEALAN t'ROBLEMCOMMUNIST 

The political ·institutions. of. t~· ·Republic .o!rGuat~mala tiav~ . .pro- . 
gressively fallen, since President· ARDENZ.·was:inaugurated in.19,i, .. 1,Ul~er-. 
the effective though sometimes camouflaged control of the Partido 
Guatemal~ del Trabajo, the agent· or .the $0:viet··internati~na,l, _Coi:Jl!nunist 
movement in that country, while· the .forces opposing ·the ..Communis_t _advance 
are deteriorating- so rap.idly· under· government. :pre..ss.ure .t.n~t.µnless- • action 
is taken the establishment of the first Soviet-controlled iipeople's 
Democracy•r type of State in -the -Wes.tern· Hemisphere is in-,s:i,g_~t. --This 
would be the fiz;st occa:si·on ·that a .Comrinmist-controlled ..s,tate had been. 
established' outside of the ai'ea ·adjacent; t,o So:vi~t: mi.1:itary,.pow~r .~l?-d 
would represent a b'reakthrough. of. Soviet. ·aggression .into· -.th~. inP,E;l-r: de-.: 
fenses of the democratic community. • 

A's -Will be made clear iri the. :evidence. presented ;below, ...:~~·; SQvi,et,-: 
controlled.Partido Guatemalteco del·Trabajo bas f-0llowed:in Guat-:em~~ .. 
the classic Communist sys.tam ·of: infiltratien. :of'.,k&y govel'nment- ~geno:i,es. 
and establishing a network of interlocking political, labor and 11mass 11 

youth organizations through which ::a :few ·carefully ..placed--and. :WeJ.l dis­
ciplined Communists can ct>ritrol the ·political acti-vi:ty of .large !groups 
of citizens~ 

The heart of the system- is . the ;Poli ti cal COlll!llittee (i-.e •. Politburo} 
of' the party, headed by Jose Manuel FOffi'll'1Y, the Secretary General of 
the ~PGT1 who returned from a visit to Moscow in January of this year. 

Members 



Members of this Political Committee are in effective control of the 
"National Democratic Front"., the.form~ alliance or all parties support­
ing President Arbenz; of the· c•onfederacion General de Traba adores de 
Guatemala, the national lapor f. deration; an o the National Peace Com­
mittee and the principal youths'., ~tudents 1 and women's organizations. 

j • • • 

While the Guatemalari Communi"sts have not had the protection of 
Soviet military might proviq.ed ~n ~~ter?J, Europe and Asia, this has been 
substituted for by the protectioii and ·a~t.ive support of the Arbenz Govern­
ment. President Arbenz has repeatedly and publicly made clear his attach­
ment to the Communist-movement, referring to it in his latest annual report 

•to the Gua~l.an Congres~ ~,:1954,as "democratic" ·andori"Maz:<:h "progres­
sive" and stating .that ,ft w9w.d· b~. "suicide" for his Administration to 
move against it. 

Under his protection, the·commurti.st leaders of the PGThave gained 
key positions in the National ,#\grar~ari··Department and the Agrarian 
Committees which administer the Agi:-arian.-ReformLaw of 1952, a law 
intended to transfer ·halt of Guatemal:a' land to new occupantss • arabl~ 
and owners and eventually radid·~+t ·to_··.t~anaform_ Guatemala's economic, 
social, and poll ti cal structure_; • Ai' the· same . ti,me, the Arbenz Adminis­
tration has facilitated the .~bJnm'lipist .infiitration of government-owned 
information agencies w1th the 'result·:that the Guatemalan public is slowly 
but steadily having.its mj_nq~ol~ed_by -~ broad stream of Communist propa­
ganda. The mind of the next generation ..of Guatemalans is also being 
shaped by an infiltration ot Communists, so favored by the government that 
some have been made officials of the Ministry of Education. The powerful 
national teachers union STEG.is \:Ilder· the leadership of an avowed Communist, 
Rafael TISCHLER, who is currently promoting the teaching methods he observed 
during a trip to the USSR in the sumner of 1953, As one of his first acts 
in 1951,President Arbenz appoint~ IJ,fQ~SQ OOL0RZAN0,a Communist formerly 
associated With Vicente -T-oledano, t~e leader, as·LOMBARDO· Mexican labor 
Manager of the Guatemalan Institute of Social Security (IGSS) and that 
wealthy government agency A&S re~aine~ ..,a.focal point of the Communist 
movement in Guatemala. • • • ' ,; ·' • ·-·· 

.. ; ' • • . . . . :- \ . . . . , .. ~. . . ·• ' 

, 'fhe.·favor of the current Admitiist:rati<m and the Communist infiltra­
tion 61'.government .agenoies.,hc!-~.-~d~. a~;t:~~le to th~ Communist P~T; ·: 

· governmei:it facilittes ·in·::the .torm··otft~e''public buildings; governme~ 
: ·· ~ut9µlobiles, government adverti~tng,: ai)d government subsidies. which h~ve 

~nabled it to carry o:ut and_;i.hcre.~$e··_i!,s ~ct1vi ties. 

, :rn t,h~ p_oiitic·~- spher~~--~vtt,~.:~.h~{-support of the Presi~-ent, -~e ·, ~ 
Comm\l?lis.~PC7.l'_.hasbecome·tne ·dominant_ po+itioal party in the co-ali.tton 
of: J~fµ~~ organizations suppor"t,in_g_the ·Arbenz Administrationo 

. ' ~ . : . . ' . . 
'. . 

Co~unist domiri~tion o.i.'"th~ other ·parties has been established 
because ot the fact that it has offe'r~d a'positive and dynamic program 
:whil.e .. the. other partt~s,. .naving __nor)~ qf their own, have had to follow 
t~- ,C~µnist, ~e~; b~cau:,e of tp.e fact· that the other parties are 
-d~yi~ed: ~ng ~:·within 'themselves while the Communists maintain a 
tight,!:dispipl,.ines a.riff·b,e·c.~use o_f the fact .that the Communists hold a 

11dis_proportio~ately large·~pr~seh~ation in the National Democratic ., • 
Front. 11• whe~ f.olll;'_·cit.t.he twelve ~eats are held by party members-and a:t 
least 'four. others-"•'by publicly-known Commwifst. sympathizers. • · ~· 

• •• •• J,, ""< 

. -The Political Committee of .the PGThas thus established itself in 
f~~ :_~Qtjtr.of .. ·or Guatemalan'· Government, of· organ-ized labor·01;J~e,y;~~as the 
ar:n the -Ao-~~ry 1)i jj~neipal mass o~g~~~at1=on_s~ 'and of the poll ti~al • 
parties which support the Arbenz Administratio"n, forging the·-wnole into 
a single instrument to follow Moscow's will. To keep the ~arty oriented 

to 
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.,... 
to Soviet strategy, six of the eleven-members of the party's-Political 
C~ttee have travelled to Moscow as well as to other centers in the-. 
Soviet orbit. During the same time, key leaders in the labor. movement,, 
the youths', students', women's ·and· other 11mass organizationa 11-bave 
travelled in the Soviet orbit and returned.to Guatemala better preparQd 
to. guide the Guatemalan Revolution' into Soviet channels. 

II. THE SOVl:ETAPPARATUSIN GUATEMALA 

l• Th! Ouatema_!~ Comunist ~~• The fartido Guatemalte~ -!!! 
~rabaE (PGT), which now has an estimated .3,oco-:U,_000 card-carrying mem­
bers, is a tightly organized conspiratorial group modelled on the Soviet 
Communist party o! the Stalin era~ The party was founded in secret tn 
September 1947, after preparatory- indoctrination in the classic. Mar.xist, 
"study groups" which were established within the trade union$ .•andleftist 
political parties after the 1944 Guatemalan Revolution·.·- The :paJ"ty ~as 
technically ·111egal and remained more or 1.ess under cover through the .. 
rest of President Arevalo 1 s Administration, until March 15, 1i51.-

Whcn President Arbenz took office on March 15, 1951, the Ccmmunist 
party ra~idly came into the open and occupied positions of i~uenceo 
On March 23, Solorzano was appointed Manager of the Guatemalan I~stitute_ 

..ot Social Security (IGSS). On April 4, Fortuny for the first time pub-_. 
licly sj gned a manifesto 11sacretary General of the Communist· Party: .of-.' 
Guatemala 11•• In May, Louis SAILLANT, Secretary General of the. inte.rnation~ 
Communist World Federation of·Trade Unions (WFTU)and Vicente LOMBARDO.·. 
Toledano, Secretary C-eneral of the Confederacion de T~abajadores da America 
Latina (CTAL) came to Guatemala to attend a transportworkers congress and 
advised the Guatemalan labor movement to unite in a single federation. 
On June 21, the Communist party held its first publie rally in a motion 
picture theiater provided by the Government and with ·the attendance ._of 
Cabinet Ministers and _other high officials. In October, the Guatemalan 
labor movement held a unity movement and established ·the Confederacion 
General de Trabajadores de Ouatemala (CGTG) as the single ~ational labqr 
federation. and ele~ted Vfctor Manuel Gu'TIERREZ,-an avowed Communist, as 
its Secretary General at the head of· an Executive Comittee ·'in. which all: 
of the key positions were held by Communists. Despite the.openly p~lit-' 
ical activities of the CGTG,it was duly registered by: tl:e • Arbenz .• ~dminio­
trati ve Department of Labor in disregard of the provision of Guatemalan 
Labor Code of 1947 which forbids political activity by labor-unions • 

. In 1952, the Communist party made further· advances. Returning-_!rom 
Mosccw· in January, the labor leader Gutierrez• dissolved· -h:Ls,Communi-s.t· 
Partido Revolucionario Obrero d6 Guatemala· (PROO) and joined· .. Fortuny' s. 
Partido Comunista de Guatemala~PCG). On January ·2f;;,' tl'ie :Buchfir.est. organ 
of the CominfoI.'Ill,_11For a Lasting Peace, for a People's Democracy" published 
an article abo:ut the PCG, thus acknowlsdging it• .a$ ·the inStrU}Il~nt .of inter­
national Communism i.n Guatemala. During the period -May 10·• June :17, the 
party played a leading role in the enactment -0! t~e Agrarian Reform.Law 
which was steered t~ugh c·ongress by the Special Congressional Ccmmi.ttee 
on Agrarian Reform headed by the Communist lab"or-;leader;- .-Guti"erre·i,~ :who is 
also a Deputy. The party then quickly infi1.trated the'·,Agram·an·:Ref.orm­
machinery and used it as an instrument to gain meEbers to expand the party 
in rural a~as. The :party,· which has op~rated ·openly sin~ Arbenz' coming 
to p.cwer, was now.te·aey to become a "legal" party·:and a :party Congress was 
held on Dec~ber 11-14, 19$2. Th~ party name was·changed·to the Partido 
Guatemalteco del Trabajo (POT) a.pdit was registered on December 19 by the 
Director General ·or th~ Civil Registry desl)ite··Artiele 32 or Guatemala's 
.1945·constit~t~on whicn aim~ at suppressing Nazi; ·Fascist and Communist 
organizations by· prchibiting "political organizations of a .foreign or 
international c;haracter 11• 

With 
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With the status of a legal poli'tie~ party, t~. Communist.PqT. ~w 
rapidly in numbers and influence in 1953-4. It was accepted ·.as .amemberof 
the "Democratic Electoral Front"· for the campaign leading up to ·the January
1953 Congressional. elections.and ·all of the .partie~ supporting Arbenz .. united 
to present Fortuny as the "ofticial 11 c_anCU..datefor Deputy fo·r Guatemala City 
and the Communist leader Carlos Manuel PELLECERtne candidateas for 
Escuintla. According to the statement Monzon, PGTof Bernardo ALVARADO 
Secretary for Organization, at a party organization mecti"ng 'in August 19S3, 
the party doubled in members between December1952 and August 1953. It has 
sirice expanded at a rapid rate, A daily Communist party newspaper,.Tribuna 
Popular, began publication on a press furnished by the Government and_ aided 
by Government advertising and, according to independent Guatemalan news­
papers, with a Government subsidy. The 11Democratic Electoral Front" w~s 
transformed into the "National Democratic Front". and came under increasing 

·communist domination by adding the Communist-~ontrolled national labor 
federation CGTGand the Communist-influenced national campesi;no organiza­
ticn·CNCG to the Administration parties which originally comprised it. In 
November1953, the CommunistPal' showed it·s strength ~y running in munici­
pal elections for the first time indeper.dently, and won four of.six 
contests in which it entered candidates. • 

. 2·. Soviet Centro~ ~ the Gua~e!J!&la~Communi.stPartYo .The Communist 
PGT has openly shown itself to b~ an instrument of Sonet policy by its 
undeviating adherence to Soviet policies in its tactics and propaganda _in 
·Guatemala. The links bet\Veen the Soviet Communist hierarchy and.the Guat,e­
maian leadership are close and personal. Since the beginning.of 1952, at 

• •• least six of the eleven members of the Political Committee have visited 
Moscow, Fortuny himself going there on an extended visit from.November S,
1953 to January 12, 1954. While the·comings an<;i goings of international 
Communist emissaries in Guatemala are not a matter of public recor4, :it 
was.observed that when Mikhail SA!!OILOV,Commercial Attache of the USSR 
Embassy in Mexico visited Guatemala in 1953 he spent much of his time with 
Fortuny and other Guatemalan Communist leaders. The party leadership 
openly receives propaganda materials fran the Soviet Embassy in Mexico and 
the Comtnform journal "For a Lasting ·peace for a People's Democracy",. • 
required reading for Communist leaders everywhere, is distributed in 
Guatemala in the Spanish edition. In addition, the party as evidenced by 
its reprints in Tribuna Popuiar, receives Moscow's New Times and other. 
principal Soviet foreign publications as well as TASS newsservice •. 

With these orienting materials, the party has faithfully followed 
the Soviet·line even when it was embarrassing. ·During the so~called 
"doctor's plot" incident in Moscow in 1953, the PtWty press found itse:it 
in the position of intimating that Beria' s seourity police haq. been neg-i 
1igent, on another day that the whole plot was a fabrication arxi B~ria • • 
exonerated, and finally that Beria was a traitor. • 

. J. Labor and Mass Organizations Ur.der Soviet Guidance ... With its··· 
limited· membership, the Communist PGT has relied. for the Gxpansion of its 
-influence in: Guatemala's political life ori its control of, the labor move-

. ment and of· the "mass" organizations, all of whi,ch are affiliated· with , . 
and ihstructea'·by Soviet..-controlled international Communist· o:rgan;i.zationso 

•The principa?-, of these organizations are: • • . : .. 

•• • • • • a) ~he Confederacion General de Traba,jadores. de Gu~t.emala.(,Cm'G), 
'trh:enations+ labor federation which controls Guatemal~1s. organize.<i 
labor.·: Tts Secretary General is Victor· Manuel Gutie~rez·, ·a me~b.er· of 
the Political Committee of the POT who visited Moscowiri 1951-2.and 
in ·1953; its •first· Vice Secretary Generai is Jose Aiberto .CARl;)O~; .: 
also: of ·tne PGT·Political Commi"ttee, and most of the .rest .of .it.s key 
positions are PGT members, at least four of.whom have'been to Moscow. 

Since 
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Sinai! •19$3, it has .been .formally affiliated with the ViFT.U.,the• in~,~--, 
nat'io'nal Soviet-controlled labor federation with headquarters in,.: -~::·: 
Vienna-; ,and i.wi-th Loltlbtado Toledano' s CTAL in.Mexico City! These t'fO·_,(· 
organi~ati ons send • instructions to the le4dership of the CC7l'G:t~<;>µgh. 
correspondence, and· Gutierrez: and other leaders have at'l;,endet;l ,m.:u. • .·, • 
and CTAL Congresses at which they found means to coordinate Guatemalan 
labor tactica irith the strategy of world Communism. 

;'1~1:· 'b)·.The Confederacion Nacional Campesina ~ Guatemala (CNCG),• 

•.the: national organization of peasants, is under strong Commtil)ist· 
• : influence. • The Secretary General or the CNCG, Leonardo CASTI-LLQ 

Flores;.-has been,aotive in pro-Communist causes. He attend~d t~ 
WFTU:mee:tting-i~ -Vienna in October 1953, and spent the following 
month: touring .the Soviet Union. He is a Vice President or the . . . 
Sovie-t~line -National Peace Commi.ttee in Guatemala and has faithfully : ·, 
follnwed:,the Soviet line on international matters a.JXithe tactics .of ·. , . 
Soviet Communism·in Guatemalan politics. The CNCG is also affiliated , . 
wi.th;the· international Canztunist organizations WFTU and CTAL1 fran 
which it receives instructions and propaganda. 

c) The National Peace Committee (Comite Nacional de la Paz) is 
a principal vehicle for spreading Soviet propaganda in Guatemala. Its 
President· is Antonio CRUZ Franco but control is centered in the Secre­
tary General, llario- SILVA Jonama, a member of the PGT Political Com- . 
mittee,.·who.-spent some four months in the Soviet Union in 1952. Among, 
~t.s-vi~e Presidents are Luis CARDOZAy.Aragon, former Guatemalan 
Mini.ster-r -tp-.Moscow, Gutierrez and Castillo Flores, and Major Marco 
Arrtioni.ci -FRANCO,. current President of the Guatemalan Congress who• 
attended a World Peace Counc.il meeting in Budapest, Hungary in June,, 
19$3'•; •. :rh~·-National Peace COIIIDlittee ie an affiliate of the World 
Peace Council•, an international Communist agency with headquarters in 
PragU-e:, cz·echoslovakia. In Guatemala, it has collected a claimed 
1-20,000· -signatures on the World Peace Council. petition for negotia­
tions) among .the great powers,. including ColrJllunist China. During _the.. 
K-orean hostilities, it showed throughout Guatemala., in many cases in_ 
Go.vernment schools, the film ••Bacteriologicµ \'rarfare i_n Korea 11, 

a -'f:Um purporting to 11prove' 1 that the .United Nations Command employed 
bacteriological weapons. 

d) The Alianza·de. l-a Juventud Demccratica de Guatemala (AJDG), 
the. most prominent youth organization in Guatemala, is completely • , 
under· ·C.onununist control. Its Secretary General, Edel'berto TORRES 
Rivas, son or a pro~nent Communist Nicaraguan exile living in 
Guatemala, attended the Bucharest Youth Festi:val in 1954 along ~th 
a large group of. members of the AJDG Executive Committee. The group_., 
later toured in the Soviet Union and some went to Communist China. ·s 
The AJDO ia an affiliate of the international Communist youth organi­
zation, the World Federation of Democratio Youth (';JFDU)with ·cur.rent 
headquarters in Bucharest, Rumania. The ilFDUfurnishes th&. Guatemalan 
organization with guidance material reflecting the Soviet -lj,.r)e. 

i. e)·: .The Alianza Femenina Guatemaltec4 (AFG),. the coqntey' s .most· .. 
pr.ominent women•.s organization, is also a Communist front organi,~a- . · 
tion., ·lt~ .Secretary General, Dora FRit.NCO7 FRANCO.,,8· C.anmunist, publ-ic 
school teacher., visited the Soviet Um.on·:and Ccunmunist China.-in·l9~i.­
It is :affiliated With ,.the ·.IntematJ.onal ·Fedet'atj..on·.of.;Democratic .. 
Women (I:FDW), ·:a 'Soviet•controlled. organization· with,:head4uar.ters-,in· ... 
Berlin. ,.,.,,.,,. :· , .. ., .',:.•~ ... ~:-:··.-:··· .: 

t) 'fhe Frente Universitario P9mocratieo (FUD) is the Communist 
front organization in the University of San Carlos, Guatemala's national 

university 
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university-. It represents,° howev~r, a mi.nori:ty o~ the _student. body· 1 

• which is preponderantly anti-Communist in. _Sel)t~nt;-. .The fUD. sent.· -
a group of six or more of its officers to the Comnunist Students 
Congress_ in Warsaw in the summer ot 19.$~ and_s_qme of these-went on 
the tour ot the Soviet -Union that· followed-.· ,"Augu$1i>'CAZALI,. ·FUDthe 
Secretary General in 19.52, spent'.the ·SU{lllll$r·.of -tp~t. ye~ in Bucharest, 
Rumania. The FUDis an affiliate ot. the. Sov_iet-~ontrolled·. Inter ...-
national Students' Union ( ISU) .. with ~ea4qu~ters_ at Prague. . • • . 

III. CCMMUNIST ON GUATEMALA'S INSTITUTIONSCON~ROLS POLITICAL. 

_{l) Communist Influence on the Government: . '.working ·under ·the guidance 
of Soviet policy arxl Commu.nistdoctrine, the PGT has-used-its control of-the 
labor and mass organization and· exploited Pre~ident Arbenz ,,. sympathetic atti­
tude toward Communism to exert the determining influence over the policy 
of the Guatemalan Government and to establish control of key Guatemalan 
Government agencies·. The numbers of publicly avowed Communists ±n key· 
Government positions is enough to establish that the Communists are 1ri 
et!ec·tive control of the civil Adminii,tration, even though the -Commurii~, 
in characteristic fashion, keep their membership lists secre.t and i.t is 
probable that many Government officials who have no visible ties with the 
POTare secretly party members. • • 

a) Infl.uence ~ Policf Making ·_ . , . · · • · 
On the policy makingevel the Commwµ;st-controlled· 1'Nati~nal 

Democratic front 11 is largely replacing the Cabinet as a policy-
making body. For instance, the Commun:i,st l~ader Carlos Manuel • '· 
PELLECERrevealed in a speech on· April .4· that the Guatemalan tactics, . 
at the Caracas Conference had been decided upon at a meeting attended 
by President Arbenz, Foreign Minister TOIUEL.LO~d the delegates of 
the "National Democratic Frontff. These delegates always include twe 
Communists representing ·the PGT and two Commun:i,sts for the CGTO, •• 
making four avowed Communists among the ten del,eg'l-t$s present ( one • •• · : 
Administration party, the RN, does not occupy the eleventh and 
twelfth seats assigned to it on the Front. d~e_.to an:-:Lnternal party 
struggle which has prevented the designat~on of-delegates). In addi­
tion, the other delegates include such pro-Coll!ll1unists as Castillo• -: . 
Flores of the CNCGam. Major Marco Antonio FRANCO, the Vice President 
or the National Peace ·committee, repres-enting the PAR with the resul't· 
that the triumph of the Communist·vie,,point on policy in the F~ont is 
~~~. • ' 

With policy making in the hands of the Communist--:-controlled '. . 
"Nationai Democratic Front", the argument tha:t· the Cabinet contains ·, .. 
no: Colll!lunists has no validity. The Cabir.et has rapidly sunk· into 
an executive and technical agency arxi for tactical reasons the 
Communists, who control policy, are at this stag~. content to allow 
11non-Communists '' wtio serve their interests be presented· to .the • 
world as Guatemala's Cabinet. • 

• • • b) Agrarian Reform . . 
on·· the operating levels of the Government, the Communist POT has 

concentrated on gaining control of the agencies designed to implement 
the Agrarian Reform. Although the Chief of the National Agrarian 
Department is Maj or Alfonso .¥ARTINEZ, a close non-Communist friend 
of the President's,· ·his .l)eputy, Waldemar BARRrOSKlee~ is a member·ot 
the Comnnmist .POT;and Sra. Maria Jerez de FORTUNY,wife of the Com­
munist leader, is the Department's Secretary General. The key 
Inspe·ctors Corps of the Department" which is charged with settling 
Agrariian Reform cases on the ground, contains at least fifteen 
Communists, about two-thirds of the total. 

In 
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In addition, the POT, working through the CGTGarxi CNCG, exerts 
a strong influence on the Agrarian Reform through the Local and 
Departmental Agrarian Ccmmittees. Under the law three-fifths or. the 
membership of the Local Agrarian Oomnittee and two-thirds of the 
membership of the Departmental Agrarian Committee are drawn .from the 
caroor CNCGand since the POI' i.s in e.f!ecti ve control of the former 
and strongly influences the latter it is able to use·these Committees 
to its purposes. An outbreak.of violenc~ in connecticn with the • 
Agrarian Reform in the Department ot Chiquimula on Apr11·30 brought 
to light the_ fact that the Secretary General or the Local Agrarian 
CCllmlittee, the manager of. the loca~ branch of the National Agrarian 
Bank, the.chief of police of the locality, and the National Agrarian 
Departm~nt Inspector for the Department were all POTmembers. 

c) Information Media . 
In the fi.eld ofgovernment information, the PGT has also been· • · 

espe9ially: acti. ve. Carlos ALVARADOJerez, Director General; of Radio 
Broadcasting, is a party member and he is also manager of.the Govern­
ment station TOW. The programs of the Guatemalan Government contain 
a vitriolic Communist propaganda supporting the Soviet viewpoint and 
attacking the Western. democracies. Similarly, the staff- ·of the gov­
ernment newspaper Dj,.'~io de Centro America is Ccmmunist infiltrated, 
including Medardo MEJIA, an.editorial writer. This offiaial news..; 
paper carries Communist-line propaganda on domestic and international 
affairs, invariably supporting the Soviet viewpoint. For instance, 
it editorially charged the United Nations Commandemployed bacterio­
logical warfare in Korea. The Office·or Publicity and ~ropaganda of 
the ~r.esidency also employs Communist personalities including Raul 
LEIVA, a.Guatemalan poet. 

d) Education 
In the field of public education, the national teachers union is 

u~d~r Communist dominat~on With Rafael Tischler, a registered party 
'member as-it~ ·secretary General. ·rnJuly, 1953;he attended a 
Communist-sponsored teachers Congress in Vienna and went on to the • 
USSR where.he_ studied Soviet educational methods. Several of Guate­
mala's most prominent Communists, including such persons as Gutierrez, 
Silva Jonama and Dora Franco y Franco are public school teachers, ·arx1 
Humberto Ignacio ORTIZ,A Corr:munist Deputy until 1953was appointed 
the Director of a rural high school after his tenure expired. The 
head.of the Publishing House of the Ministry of Public Education, 
Edelberto Torres, is a prominent Communist Nicaraguan exile. 

e), Social. Security • . • . . • • 
. - The Guatemalan Institute o! So¢ial Security (I GSS), an autono­

mous·and weal.thy goverrµnent agency administering the Social Security 
Law, i's. under Communist domination through Alfonso Solorzano, its 
Manager, and a group·of subordinate Communist officials. Solorzano· 
is•a lapor lawyer who was closely associated with Lombardo Toledano 
in'. Me.xico during his pre-19L.4 exile and was a member of the Mexican 
Co11®unist party ·there. • In Guatemala, he is ostensibly an "independent" 

• • Communist and does not publicly belong to Fortuny• s PCJl', but to the 
left-Wing PR9 party. However, proof of his dedication to the Soviet 
Co~unist cause is contained in the newspaper he edits, the Diario 
del Pueblo,· official organ of the PRG. This newspaper follcws the 
Soviet line 9n international a.ff airs down to the use of such standard 
intern~tional. Communist terminology as "Wall Street ruling circles", 
the ""~- for liberation in Vietnam", etc. Under Solorzano the IGSS 
maternit,y- service is run· by Laura ~IALLOLde Bermudez, a Chilean Com­
muri~st. 'rhe subordinate employees· of the· IGSS are organized in a Com­
munist union, tne Sl'IGSS,. •~ch is. affiliated With the ooro~: • 

f) Other 

. ·, .. .' 
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f) 0th~ Government Agencies 
Apart from their ~omination of the Agrarian Reform machinery, -

information agencies, and the social security system, arxi their . 
influence in the .educational system, the Communists have infiltrated. 
other Government agencies in. numbers which are difficult to deter--·· 
mine since full lists of Goverment employees an~ PGT members are· 
not available. However, it is apparent that Communists have· gained 
important positions elsewhere in the Government. For in~tance, it has 
come to light that the Deputy Inspector General of Labor, Hugo BARRIOS 
Klee, is a PGT member and that the Labor Inspector in the Department 
of Santa Rosa, Humberto PINEDA, is also a party·membe:r (Barrios l{ltje 
is the brother of the Deputy Chief of the National Agrarian Depart~ 
ment and is cti.rrentJ.y organiz~ng a Communist-front 11Festi val of 
Youth and Friendship of Central America and the Caribbean" to take 
place in Guatemala in December 1954). 

g) The Armed Forces and the Police 
• The Guatemalan Armed Forces and the police are not at present 

under direct Communist control. They are, however, und~r the effec­
tive control qf Colonel Arbenz, who counts on their support ~n.carry­
ing out the Administration's pro-Communist policies. They haye shown 
no disposition ·to oppose Communismactively. The Corununis_ts have 
made efforts to win over individual army officers with political 
ambitions. For instance, Lt. Col. Carlos PAZ Tejada, for.mer--Chie.f 
of the Armed Forces, arxi Major Marco Antonio Franco, now President of 
Congress, were sent to the Budapest meeting of the World Pe~ce Council 
in June 1953. Captain Terencio GUILLEN,Governor of the Department 
of Escuintla, is President of the.Departmental Peace Ccmmitteeo 

The national police, although not under direct Communist control, 
has been useful ~o the PGTby suppressing the opposition. The 
Minis.ter of the Interior, Augusto CHARNAUD aUcDonald, in speech 
before the Communst-front "Second Continental Conference.of Demo­
cratic Lawyers11 in October 19.5J expressed the Administration's • 
criterion in the statement "To be anti-Communist is .to be anti­
Government11o • ·Following this precept the police have arrested .or. . 
driven into exile in 19.53-.54most of the principal opposition anti-- . 
Communist Ieaders in connection with alleged subversive activitieso 
The Partido Unificacion Anti-Comunista (PUA), the principal party 
opposed to the Arbenz regime, has seen successively its· Secretary 
General, Luis y .Aycinena, and itsVALLADARES Acting Seqretary 
General, Jose Luis BARRERA,nee the country, the former after beizlg 
jailed tor three months. The principal leaders of the Comite qe 
Estudiantes Universitarios Anti-Cornunista (CEUA), the students-,­
anti-Con:munist organization, and of the domite Civico Nacional ( CCN), · 
the largest civic anti-Communist organization, w~re arrested or £led 
the country under police pressure in 19.53. The anti~Communist-moye~ 
ment has thus, to the benefit of the PGT, been effecti1(8ly decapitated. 

The police have been particu,J.arly useful to the- Communi.sts 'by 
protecting Communist acts of violence. Startir.g in December 1953 
and last;i.ng through April of this year, the Communist leader, Carios­
Manuel Pellece • ., spent most of his time touring rural areas urging .. 
farm workers to seize land whether or not it was subject to expro­
priation under the. Agrarian Reform Law. When the farm workers fpl­
lowed his adviee, there were. naturally clashes with landowners and 
loyal farm workers and a number of people were killed. The police 
did no\hing. to. protect property or lives. Similarly, masked hoodlums 
broke into Guatemala City anti-Communist radio stations, beat up the 
personnel and smashed equipment. In the latest of these incidents, a 
raid by five masked men on Radio International on the night of April 21, 
police stationed at nearby buildings did nothing to interfere. 

(2) ~ 
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(2) Th! Communist Position in Congress: The Par holds four of the 
fifty-six seats in the Congress because it was not an open party in the 
1950 elections .and had been legally re_gistered Jess than a.month in the· 
1953 elections. The Party has already served notice that it will seek 
more seats in the next elections scheduled for the end of 1954 or begin­
ning- of 1955. Already the PCII'' s influence in the Legislative branch is 
actually ~uch gr.eater than the number of its Deputies indicates. Gutierrez, 
the PGT labor leader., is Chairman of the Special Committee on Agrar-ian 
Reform and his associate, Jose Alberto Cardoza, is Chairman of the Special 
Committee on Labor Code Reform. T~se two Committees are of special 
importance since the Agrarian Reform and Labor Code are the foundation 
Qf political-economic relationships under the Arbenz government. Moreover, 
the PGT' s domination of the "National Democratic Front" allows it to 
dominate the votes of the other Administration parties, since once the 
Front has made a decision its component parties are obliged to follow it 
as a matter of discipline. This gives such a Communist coloration to the 
Administration majority that in March, 1953, the Guatemalan Congress·was • 
the only legislative body outside of the Soviet orbit known to have honored 
Stalin at the time of his death: it observed a minute of silence in hi's 
memory. 

(-J) The Judiciary Sympathetic~~ Communists: Until February,·19:53, 
the Judiciary branch of the Guatemalan Government was relatively fz:oee of 
Communist :influence, b'1,1t at that t:i.me four of the five j_udges of the 
Supreme Court were removed. by Congress with Arbenz' approval for- ques~ 
tioning the constitutionality of ·a provision of the ·Agrarian Reform Law. 
The judges who replaced ~hem were willing to acquiesce •_in .the pro-Communist 
orientation of the Administration and non-Communist judges in the lower • 
courts no longer dar~d to hand down significant rulings opposed to Com­
munist designs. (For exanple, the court~ avoided taktng up the question 
of whether the registration of the PGT was constitutional.) The new Presi­
dent of the Supreme-Courtj Marcial MENDEZMontenegro, headed the Guatemalan 
de legation to the 1953 "Second Continen:tal Conference of Democratic 
Lawyers", a meeting held under the auspices of the International Associa­
tion of Democratic Lawyers (IADL), a Soviet-controlled international 
lawyers association which, among 9t~r • things, has endorsed the 11case'' 
that bacteriological warfare was used in Korea. Mendez Montenegro was 
also.at the airport in Guatemala City.in May, 1954, to welcome Obdulio 
BARTHE, the Paraguayan Communist leader wqo came to live in Guate~ala 
after being released from a Paraguayan jail . 

. (4) Communist SYI11pathizers :!:!! ~ Administration ~arties: The 
Communists1 .dominating influence on Guatemalan political institutions 
is further. enhanced by the presence of Communist sympathizers in the 
leading positions of the political parties supporting Arbenz. • 

. The Partido Accion Revolucionaria (PAR) is currently headed by Julio 
ESTRADAdelaHoz, a Communist-oriented intellectual whose Soviet leanings 
are ·such that he signed a message to the North Korean Government in June, 
1952, while he was President of Congress, expressing sympathy with the 
Korean people aod ch~rging that they had been s~bjected to bacteriological 
warfare.- His predecessor a~ PAR·.S5:,cret~y General was i;:ranpisco. Fernando 
FERNANDEZFoncea, who stated in October, 1953, in a speech•in "Congress: 
that all .of the Administration parties were destined·to'disappear irito· 
the. great world CoIDJ!lUnistiµovement. Anather.p.rominent_memb~r.9.f tli.e PAR, 
Major Marco Antonio Franco,.is the Vice·President'of the National Peace 
Committee and travelled to:Budapest in June, 1953. • 

The Partido de la Revolucion Guatemalteca (PRG) is headed by the 
Minister of the Interior, McDonald, a non-Ccmmunist who AugustoCHARNAUD 
has, however, been in political alli8.llce with the Communists most of his 

political 
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political life. Among the most influential persons in the party are-Abel 
CUENCA,once a member of the Salvadoran Communist party and leader of the 
bloody 1932 Communist uprising in El Salvador, arxi Alfonso Solorzano, the 
11independent" Communist who heads the toss. 

The Partido Renovacion Nacional (RN) is currently divided irito two 
factions, but in recent years its dominant figure has been Jaime D11\.Z 
Rozzotto, Secretary General of the Presidency and a daily assoclate ot 
President Arbenzo At a rally to celebrate the Korean Armistice.last . 
July 31, he greeted this truce as a victory of tlie people over imperialism 
and described it as another step toward the establishment of a Socialist 
l'{orldo 

IV. GUATEMALAN AND THE HEMISPHERE COMYUNISM 

in summary, then, it is apparent that the Soviet instrument in 
Guatemala, the Partido Guatemalteco del Trabajo, has already extended·its 
influence over most of the country's principar-political institutions~ 
In Government, it exercises the decisive voice in policy making and its 
influence has resulted in an effort by the Guatemalan Goverrment to disrupt 
the American community. To protect the PGT, the Arbenz Administratio~ 
withdrew in April 1953 from the Organization:Of Central American States 
(ODECA) and, in the November 1953meeting·or-"the OAS Council and the 
Tenth International Cohference of American States at Caracas in March 
1954, i~ was. ·alone among the· .American States in opposing measures to 
contr'.'l·internat:i:onal. Communism. At ~h~ Caracas Conference, the inter­
national Communist orientatioir·or Aroenz1 foreign policy was such that 
Guatemala abstained on the vote "on ·Panama's resolution against racial 
discrimination on the grounds that"·it'used the phrase 11as one of the means 
of combatting international Communism" ahd the Guatemalan delegation 
absented itself from the session at which the Conference at Cuba1 s pro­
posal paid homage to the United Nations dead in Korea. 

In domestic policies, the PGT has seized effective control of the 
Agrarian Reform machinery and other leading positions in the Executive 
branch, and the Congress. It controls the country's organized labor and 
has covered Guatenala with mass organizations, which Stalin once defined 
as the 11conveyor belts" of Communism through which the party's policies 
and line are transmitted to the masses. Backed by this apparatus;·the 
PGT has effectively established its supremacy over the political parties 
which support the Arbenz Government an:l used its influence over th~ 
Government to obtain the suppression of opposition to such a point that 
the anti-Communist forces of the country can no longer operate effective-
ly within the Constitutional framework. • 

The Communist position in Guatemala contains both immediate and long­
range dangers to the hemisphere. Constituting one of the immediate dangers 
is the fact that Guatemala is a refuge for Communists from other American 
states and a base for these Communists' activities hostile to their own 
countries. For instance, Guatemala is the center of the Communist­
infiltrated Partido Democratico Revolucionario Hcndureno (PDRH)which has 
been·opposed to the Honduran Government and of the Movimiento de Nicara­
guenses Partidarios ~ ~ Democracia, a Communist dominated organization 
directed against the present Nicaraguan Government. There are also 
leftist exile organizations of Salvadorans, Dominicans, etc. and prominent 
Latin Alllerican Communist exiles, the latest of whom is Obdulio Barthe of 
Paragua,y who arrived tn May 19.54. 

In·addition to harboring Communist refugees, Guatemala offers haven 
to sueh·disruptive elellY3nts as Carlos PADILLA; an officer of the terror­
ist Puerto Rican Nationalist Party, who after arriving in Guatemala stated 

that 
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that his release from arrest in Cuba had been accomplished through the 
intercession of the Guatemalan Ambassador there. 

The role of Guatemala as a disrupting element in Central America is 
already becoming evident. Several o! the persons who participated in the 
recent plot to assassinate President Somoza, such as Jorge RIVASMontes 
and Francisco IBARRAMayorga, had been exiles in Guatemala where they 
had enjoyed close relations With Guatemalan officials as members of the 
Caribbean Legion. Before the disturbances in Honduras broke out in May, 
1954: the GuatemalBn Government had assigned special consuls to Tela and 
Puerto Cortes in March and April and a Guatemalan military airplane landed 
at Puerto Cortes Without clearance on May, l to communicate with the Consul. 

However, the long-run danger of Guatemalan Communismis of greater 
proportions. The official party program is labelled 11The Guatemalan 
Way11 (El Camino Guatemalteco) and it is essentially an atterrpt to estab­
lish aCommunist-controlled state outside of the sphere of Soviet 
influence. This has never successfully been done before but probably 
nowhere else outside of areas within and neighboring on the Soviet 
sphere has international Communismcome so near to having absolute con­
trol of a country's political institutionso If the "Guatemalan Way" 
of international Communismgoes unchallenged by the democracies$ it is 
an experiment which over the years can be repeated in other countries 
to the peril of the free world. 

May 14, 1954 
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Population: 3,011,708 
Capital: Guatemala City 
Currency: Quetzal • Sl.00 
Language: Spanish 
National Holiday: 

U.S. 

-"..I September 15, 1821 
National Hero: 

Justo Rufino Barrios 
National Flower: 

White Nun Orchid 

Guatemala, a land of still 
smoking volcanoes and occasional 
earthquakes, has a rich Mayan 
background. It is famous fOI' the 
variety and quality of its textiles, 
bananas, coffee and chicle. Its 
cities are a study in contrast: 
Clean, modern Guatemala City, 
with its first class shops and 
bright cafh; beautiful, historic 
Antigua, treasure house of Span• 
ish colonial art; and Chichicaste• 
nango, picturesque Indian high­
land village. Its natural beauties 
include volcano-sentineled La1ce 
Atitlao, forest-lined Lake Izabel 
and Rio Dulce, one of the most 

,s beautiful stretches of water in 
the wOl'ld. 

GEOGRAPHY: Guatemala can be 
div1cled into two geographical 
areas: The tropical lowlands on 
the Atlantic and Pacific coasts 
and in the Department of Pet~n, 
and the temperate highlands and 

14.- mountains that stretch northwest 
to southeast, covering two-thirds 

G UATf MA lA 
''-' .\.tt;JICAN l'IIC)tluT St$TO. ~ 
OTwlt l'IICHIU'f'S of the country. The fertile Pa­

cific region produces the beat 
beef and grows much of the native 

UTIOUl C4"TAL cotton, known as • criollo, • which 
UtltALS"' O(,Ul'f.ns 

t•ib1u-•TS ie exceptionally white and strong. 
IMDlll'tllltVIIO 

llfU.,(tt<•1.• ... Sugar cane, oonanas, pineapples 
---H~ and other tropical fruits flourish 

here. There ia a rather abrupt 
.rise to the volcanic mountain 

https://O(,Ul'f.ns


range of the Sierra Madre. Some of Guatemala's 33 volcanoes--Tajumulco, Tacana, Santa Marla, Agua, Fuego and Acatenanga-are 
among the highest peaks in Central America. Fuego and Santa Marla are still active. The highland region, consisting of valleys 
enclo•ed by mountains, ia the site of mlUly important towns. The land slopes down from the Sierra Madre to the Atlantic coastlands. 
El Pet~n lies to the north-a dense jungle plateau, relatively undeveloped, unknown and sparsely populated. Chicle, basis of chew­
ing gum, is produced here and u, flown to the chief shipping center of Puerto Barrios. Thia jungle is a rich source of such trees aa 
cedar, mahogany, ebony, walnut and wild rubber. 

CULTURE: The people of Guatemala are of Spanish and Indian ancestry. The Guatemalan Indian i11 dignified, honest, proud of bis 
history, and in many ways true to bu, ancient customs. The native costumes, which give so much color to the Guatemalan scene, 
vary-each village baa its own distinctive color combinations, weave and style. Many of the designs and colors have reference to 
old Maya symbolism. As a rule, women wear a loose huipil or blouse, with an extra huipil or perraje (shawl) as a wrap; a refajo 
(skirt) is worn either wrapped tight or gathered; a faja (belt) is wrapped around the waist; cintas or tocoyales (headbands) are wrapped 
around the bead in various ways. The men wear coats that are usually abort and stiff, sometimes embroidered or ornamented by wo­
ven patterns, braid, tape, buttons, fringes and pocketa. Trousers are long or abort, and slit woolen trousers are often worn over 
cotton ones. 

The bustling, modern capital of Guatemala City retains a Spanish colonial flavor in its churches and older residential sections. 
Its Museum of Archeology and Ethnology possesses many beautiful examples of Maya art. A distinctive feature of life in the capital 
is the markets. The Indians travel for miles not only to buy and sell but also to mingle with the crowds and talk with acquaintances. 
The unique city of Antigua, the ancient Spanish colonial capital, surrounded by beautiful coffee plantations, contains many pricele1111 
examples of colonial art. Many of the original buildings destroyed by earthquakes, have been restored. Two famona old houaes have 
been restored with great attention to exact details: The Popenoe house and the Casa de lae Campanaa. Modern Antigua is noted 
fol' its pottery and ironwork, u well u for its fruit and vegetable produce, especially castor beans. San Antonio Agna• Caliente&, 
a nearby vilJage, produces Guatemala's finest weaving. Esquipulaa, in a scenic valley of the same name, contains in its church 
sanctuary the famoua statue of the Black Christ, a shrine which attracts many pilgrims from afar. Quirigull is the site of the only 
easily acceHible Maya ruins. Maya ruins are found also at Uaxactun, Tilr.al and Cbacula. Coban, an industrial center of consid­
erable importance, is surrounded by plantations of coffee, tea, cacao and vanilla. It lies in a potentially rich field for arcbeolo­
gieta. Beautiful examples of Maya art have been reco~red from pools and caves nearby. Modern Quezaltenango, the republics'• 
second city, retains much of its colonial atmosphere. Thia industrial and trading center lies at the foot of Santa Maria-a volcano 
held 11Bcred by the Indiana who conduct mysterious rites at ita summit. Cantel is noted for its large mechanized textile factory. 
Tiquisate is the center of the United Fruit Company'• banana plantation development. Huehuetenango, a colorf~l town in the ma~ 
nificent Cuchumatanea Mountains, is the chief trading center for dozens of villages. It is the heart of a little explored region rich 
in lead, silver and copper. Puerto Barrios, ·on the Atlantic coast, is Guatemala's chief port. 

HISTORY: Pedro de Alvarado, conquerer of Guatemala, established the first capital at the old Indian city of lximcbe in 1524. Thia 
the Spanish called Santiago de loe Caballeros de Guatemala. When Alvarado died in 1541, hie widow dolla Beatriz called the mu­
nicipal officials together and Ol'dered them to name her u hie successor. She became the only women ever to bead a country in con­
tinental America in her own right. Soon after this an earthquake and flood completely destroyed the town. The few survivors moved 
the capital to the site now known aa Antigua. Memorable earthquakes and volcanic eruptions plagued the city and when it was de­
stroyed in 1773, the survivors established the present capital, Guatemala City. On September 15, 1821 Guatemala declared ita in­
dependence &om Spain. There followed a lrief period of annexation to the newly-formed Mexican Empire under the rule of Agustin 
de Iturbide. In 1823, when Mexico became a Republic, Guatemala chose it• own form of government. However, on July l of that 
year, Guatemala became part of the United Provinces of Central America. Whenthe Federation collapsed in 1839, Guatemala fonned 
an independent government. In 1847 Guatemala became a republic. Justo Rufino Barrios, who bu been called the •Reformer• ud 
Guatemala's Lincoln, became president in 1873. He brought to an end the economic ud political influence of dae Ch•ch, pNmOted 
education and communicatione, encouraged agricllltural development and granted freedom of wonhip to all religioaa. 

Guatemala under the preeent constitution ia declared to be a democratic aad repreNatative republic. lta oae-chamber legisla­
tive body conai•l8 of deputiea elected by direct vote of the people. The President who aleo ia elected by direct vote of the people 
i• aHi•ted by a Cabinet of eleven Miniaters. 

ECONOMY: Guatemala'• national economy ia largely based on agriculture. Mining baa not been developed on a large scale. Manu­
facturing indu•try ia concentrated chiefly in the proceHing of agricultural products, principally textiles and leather. Leading im­
port• are machinery, textiles, petroleum and its by-products, foodstuffs, iron and steel manufactures and clothing. The principal 
ell:porta are coffee, bananu, chicle, ahaca IUld timber. 

FLAG: The Guatemalan flag consists of three vertical atripea of equal width, a bright blue stripe on either aide of a white one 
which bears the national coat of arms. 

Pan American Union Publications available at PAU Building Information Deak or by mail order: 
Guatemala, 10 cents; Guatemala City, 10 cents; The Maycu, 10 cents; Howiing in Guatemala, 50 cents; A Statement of the Laws of 
Guatemala, $3.00. Coffee, 10 cents; Rubber, 10 cents. 
ALSO: Americas. Monthly illustrated magazine about the 21 American Republics. (English, Spanish and Portuguese editions). 
Per year, $3.00. 
Catalog of the Pan American Union Publications. Free on request. 



Auguat 22, 19;; 

The Hon. F..dward J. Sparks 
The AJler1l° filllh;;;I
Guatemala ~uate 

Dear Mr. Ambassadors 

It was very nice to have your letter, although I aa 
sorr1 you missed Ray Newton. He is a very sincere,
hard working person who is trying his best to help
both bis fellow men and the good neighbor polic7.
I couldn't remember whether or not I had a chance to 
speak to 1ou about him beror• you left Washington. 

Kra. Pearson ~nd I g~t a quick trip to Geneva to watch 
Milton's brother operate at the Summit where, incidentally,
he did quite a rood 3ob, in my opinion. H• seems to 
tit into this sort ot job much better than he does on 
certain dom••t1c job• at h011te. 

Since Mrs. P. and I have been weathering the heat in 
Waahington, I don't think I shall tell her about the 
cool temperature in Guat•~ala or ahe will be egging 
me to accept you kind invitation. 

With best wishes to 1ou and Mrs. Spark•~ 

Sincerely yours, 

Drew Pearson 

DP/jca 



lHE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 

UNITEDSTATESOF AMERICA 

American Embassy,
Guatemala, Guatemala, 

August 11, 1955 

Mr. Drew Pearson, 
1313 29th Street, N. w., 

Washington 7, D. C. 

Dear Drews 

I received today a letter from Mr. Ray Newton 
of the American Friends Service Committee, Inc. with 
which he enclosed the letter of introduction that you
had given to him for me on May 25. Mr. Newton informs 
me that he came through Guatemala at the end of July,

that he called at the Enbassy and that I was out of 
the Office at the moment. Apparently he was only here 
for a short time although he did have the opportunity
of exploring the possibility of having a Service unit 
in Guatemala. He stated that he was well received 
by the President and others but that he does not yet 
lmow what the outcome may be. I have written Mr. Newton 
expressing the hope of seeing him when he again visits 
Guatemala. 

We.had a delightful trip by car from Washington 
to New Orleans from where we flew to Guatemala arriving
here on July 21. lly first impressions are most favorable 
and I am hoping shortly to know more intimately the pro­
blems and prospects. Frankly, we were glad to escape
the terrific hot spell that you have been experiencing
in Washington. It seems to me that the shade tempera­
ture here in Guatemala never gets above the low 70's 
and in the nighttime one blanket seems at times in­
adequate. I do hope that you and Mrs. Pearson may find 
it possible to visit Guatemala in the near future 
shall look forward with pleasure to your staying 
at the Embassy. 

and 
with 

we 
us 

With every good wish. 

Sincerely, 



CABU AD0R.l!SS • IZOSTROFF 

ISIDOR OSTROFF 

LEVY ANDERSON 

ABJV.HAM TErrELBAUM 

IOHN SlJlllYAN 

IAME.5 FR.ANCl5 LAWLER 

Kt'. DrewPearson 
National Press 

LAW OFFICES 

OSTROFF ~ ANDERSON 
IJ NOR.TH JUNIPER. ST'R.EET 

PHILADELPHIA 7. PENN 

IUTTrNHOUSE 6 ·0681 

June 8, 1954 

Washington 5, D.C 
Buil}J:ng 

Dear Dre•' 

As you know, in addition to rq verious and sundry communal activities, 
including T1t1part in the 175th Anniversary Celebration of the Declara­
tion or Independence, which you graced here in Philadelphia, I am the 
Honorary Consul for Guatemala. From ti.me to time we have sent you 
some little note on the Guatemalan situation. 

Your article on Sunday in which 7ou pinpointed our wry poor ''Good 
Neighbor Policy" as being the reason for the "Guatemalan eitu.at1on" 
has been stated by me in various public utterances. Tonight I will 
deliver a talk to a group or War Veterans in By,rood, out near your 
Swarthmore r-oots. , in Del.anare County. 

In order to make certain that rq 
the Secretary o£ State and asked 
that are in 'tq mind as the result 
stressed to the Secretary that it 
reply early en~h to include his 
no reply as o! this dictation at 
talk. A cow ot' w;rletter to the 

talk would be factual, I wrote to 
for him to pe.ss on certain questions 
of much reading on the subject. We 
ns important that we receiTe a 
re~ in our remarks. Weha.ff had 

3:00 o'clock on the afternoon of my 
Secretary of State is enclosed here­

with. It is not.ewortby, however, that a previous communication, in 
which I asked for copies of Mr. Dulles' remarks at the Caracas meet­
ing wae ansnred with an enclosure of his remarks. Both letters went 
on Consular stationer," and I was addressed as the lionore.ry Consul for 
Guatemala in Philadelphia. 

We feel that you are on the right track, and that more stat.ements like 
you.rs must be brought to the attention of our people so that our St.ate 
Department policy will not lead us into blundering with our closest 
neighbors and, until now, our friendliest allies in La.tin America. In 
vie• of 7au:r pronouncement, we feel that it is o~ fittin8 and fair 
that you should be pennitted to get a "scoop" by arranging for an 
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Mr. Drew Pearson - 2 - June 8, 1954 

interview for you with Hon. Al.f'redo Chocano, Che.rge d'Affaires for 
Guatemala at the Embassy, and with the new .&.mbassador for 
Guatemala, whomI will meet for the first time when he gets here. 

If you wish me to arrange this interview so that you can tape­
record it for use on your Sunday broadcast, please contact me 
immediate}J'. 

Kindest regards. 

Very truly yours, 

~ Oet:-off 

k-2390 
cc: Hon. Al.f'redo Chocano 
cc: Hon. Guillermo Toriello 



llaaonlble lebn Foater lllall•• 
~ of 3-ie 
Wallldngt.Ga 25, L C. 

Dear Jlr. SeOl'at.arJa 

Tm 111ldeniped 1• a c1t1ze ot • Vllit.4 St.at,es of Allerlea and holda 
&nqu..tv laaaecl b7 Ule PNtd.dent of the VaiW Ste.tee cont11,dag hi• 
appcdntaent u JfaDorar., Conaul tor tM Republic ol Ouatemala SD.PhUa,­
delpMJI.. l1a that capacUiJ 1t ha• bee IV' ·eamest eadeawr to do 
~ wiWn rq ponr. cansiatent. with ri&ht, to help aaintd.n 
good nlatioa:u1 betwen-, om COUDVT and Gua.temala. 

I haw bND fortanate aough to be engaged in wrious en.ra.-curiaular 
ae\i:litl•• in t.ba\ ~ .r iiort. I aa a 11811lberot the rorld Trade 
r-otmcdl of tbe Cbaaber ot Commerceill Greater PbSJadelph:l.a and aa 
Cba.inml ol ~ LeglalaUve Co1111d:~teeof tba Camudl.. I u a member 
of the Mqor•s Boua ot Trade and Convantiou end nm especialq aaigaed 
to the Woreip Trae Dinai-an, Md on the 9pec1al Caulittee which 
operate•~ Caaercial-luaua- tb8 oaq museumot "8 kind 111 the 
00W1t17 - which pablia• 1ihe asgaatn• •Commet-c1&1America" both ill 
Dravteb ud SpaDish ed1t1oca. Addit.ion@lq, we haw rutd the prlnl.ep• 
.la wr la-r otticee, ot halldlin& lit.icaUOD ClO&epn-poae ie t.o proaote 
&lld protect Aaerie&n coam:eree in Latin .Aaerica and otb&r parts ot the 
world. 

Weban bad the ple&911Not -.1.S.ttD& Olwtemalaon w.rio\la OC<%siooe. ~• 
haw 'd11tecl the ottlces there ot 'the Uni'W St.ates Connl. Wehaft 
n.d:ted tb9 .tn.c.a ot ed1ton .Olldet bultinH MIi. We haw b.sd h 
pr1'f'ilea• ~ _.\iJag the Pnaideat ot Guatee·J•, officers ln the Anl7,
tM preaen\ Qiaiater et ro~ Uta.ire,~ Cbarp d•Atteina 1D 
hahin&ton, toner JabaaNdor• 611d '-bere ot their D&.plout1c Corpe 
ill other COUll'U'i... We haw •t many persons connected m th th& 8oftrn­
aeut ot the Repabllc of Gu.oteaala uc1 u ts.r as we bow -... baft ,-, to 
aeet 8111'pe?'aon ao caanected 1lho la a Cc,mnm1•"- Wehaw sened 1A t.be 
Leglalature of thia a. 1 on-...J.th, and npresented the Ullited Stfl_tea 
Goftl'IIJl8llt Sil 'ftlriou capeciU•• 1D the psst. 

We are ~ that om- cme-tiae "Good leigbbor Poliey• lw.a bNa 
.trapeatN 1a so --.,.pans of Ls:t1D America. Wetlft most disturbed ni 
the '11.t:aaperatiw Qd &laoat ob8084t JDBDD.erin which Om' Press baa 
T1llif1ecl Gu.e.temela and 1ta goftmllet. 
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Hon. John Poote-r Dul.las June J., 1954 

I ~.i. ii neoetroe17 ,.,. n. Un1tod States oiU~ iater31'bod 1n tbe 
welfaNt ot 117countt"Ito ask a tn ~uesUons boaed on Wm:oattOll 
ffllich ~s been 6i"All mo nd \be &.\O-CU?"aeyol w11S.chl q,tuh to cbook 
1'11tby~. I IIJUS'tb&w 8DS1'G'l°'S to t.b.':lae quoot1ans b3ow.se l haw 
bgen lnviied ~ c gro\tp et United Sut.a ~&U" ,iot,~JDS to ~es 
a meoting cmthe 'YMhing ot 1,.. a, 1954, heN Sn Penney1vmda·• 
to t.eU than th9 :hcu alxJGt-:th$ Gueto~ crtw. I ebolald Ulen 
ta ba o.'ble to eatbnUcat. that which 1 ~ ,4th tQ.OtiUAldata • 
tmioh I ask you to oerid me In -res. -se to tbis ~dC0111111W\SCp.1:.1.cfl, 
to wbiob l nm sntttl'Od as GD A=e1.-S.oonffllO ~a no~ t to do aey­
tMDg to hurt bi~ ccuntr, k&mdn~ or Ul1!alow1ngly. 

1) ls q mamb&r of th• G\lnte~ 6'xeol&M.ft De9U"'tcent 
Comm-.uttet? 

2) Are the tnajol"1tq ot t.'1e Gw:t.6Ctal.6ll Gcmgree~ Oolmnunistt,f 

.J) Bowm~ or the mombel-uot tlie Ou.a~ Cooareae r.era ol.ootad 
o~ Oll the Oomwnie\ tioket? 

4) ito1' ~ of tho Jnember8 of the Oun~ Congreau WGl'a f)lected 
Oil oth&l' Uokets but SUPZla'r'tlid by ~ Ool?mmlist, Purt.y? 

S) lfo,r many lnliben of the Guateuw.wmOoogreaa _were elected on 
-~nU....oomtn1n!stt1Ck&-tfJl 

6) llae tho present 11o.yor of Ouatemal-t.1City eJ.eeteci 011 an J.nti­
~t•t ticket! •la he stUl a leeder of tho tl~st 
foNes 1n Ouatenmla? 

.,) Ia it true that- notwit.be-tendJbg hie ~.merl.oen (thdtea str~te&) 
loaning&, and bis £t-tend8bJ.p tor -,ver;ytlwi,g·ma\ ol'igin!:$teoliei-e 
in the tJni~d Sta.tc.>a1 thit ~ant ""-1or or Gwt't) ,,. Ci•· tound 
it neoes-sa17to eponaor, ~ ·0-1eettric ~ject to au • needed. 
eleotl.-1c1~ to Our.t9!Wl!1 bf,1,Ceus-e the Altl<n--.icancomy.ny oni, took 
tba pi"Ofits end Nfused to ~l.'OW eeNioe 01" lll'ovidi:.l addit.ion.ll 
oo-moe tor tho nooda ot Guaier.>...61.a. 

8) ~a tho rn,1'Cl aeltpl'OPrutlon• have tho s(lale ~ ~ignU1cance 111 
I.tin Amerl.oe ~s our tsldn_g o£ hmd b,1 •eoodematiac• ru:idthe 
cnrc!se ot •&ninent l>omdn., 

9) Is it tl"lle tha:t, lilie·ASJ"ariun !½torm IA• :1do_p~din Gubwmalc..in 
nlmoe" 1dent1cal wlth 01.C" 01rft ~uerto Mom i'um '6~ Public 
'f1ol,ke~~s and fr.e-dev&lopm:an~ ~wst ~ tbe .&cbs of ~ tJn-i~ 
Stat&tl ConE!J'88u u.aed oa ~dal.t'I t'or ~ ~ t1on in Ckl,'l~t 

https://Amerl.oe
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Bon. John Foowr Dullea June 1, l.954 

lO) le it; trua TA,t in the lmld ~"tion.u hl ~~le, under 
the i.gl"S.ri&n Refom L&w, t.be GoVffllm8Dt took un..,oroouc'tdw 
lend belonging to Unit-od huJ.t, end el.do lml)Nd.letlv-o ~ 
belonging t.o the President or ~temal.a awl otner m«nlJera of 
tha GovornntGntot Guetemaltt.,ano.that all t.flld.nitSwr on the 
bans of ~tions :wt by the o1111er8themlelvoa'l 

11) la it true too1, the tax bill ot Unitecl FNi t on 1 to Gur,t,.3mNl,lll 
at.ntingizi 1 pdd to the Uni t.d St&ti,s 1 ti1aS ·&9.i)i'O~·.Wlq &Jtht 
m1Uion doll.ere, -«h1h tbe tama, paid·to the Chmtemttlatl Oov~ 
1!18D'G1RTN in the ae~ o.f $65,000.00 tor ~t )'Oe.1", ond 
tUo.t the cverage tor th& post, years h:\D tuD i)Nt,~ muoh tbe 
aoine? 

12) la S.I true that v311.ou&por~ 1n :?Qdt!ooo ot Wluence 1n 
om- Gow!11m<1nt~ ae!ociau.:d 'ffith t-lma regrod«ltug Ont bttd 
Fru1t, or t<..N l:l9mbersof femllies v.l th ~ boatn3u 1D 
trni t-9d h-lli t? 

13) Does tho On1ted Sts te11 h11ve~ Mill tary f.t1ssion in GU£.t-!t 
t-.nd bi:,se ri5hba on nLl.l Aurora• Airpo-rt? 

14) Ia tt ~ tnE:., th9 United St1it,ea Govemmoa·t.px-cVfmwci Ouutuula 
f~ purohnsiJ:Jg Ol"lltwoenl)s 1n the United .,jtt~tos'l 

15) Ia 1t tl'UO t.b&.t sll (Gt~mtil.e. omo ?rlor t,o tM r-aocn~ Ftlb­
Ucized shi~nt., were s,ui~ in t:l?GUnited St tee, o~ giftD 
to it bf the Uni.ted States? 

16) h S\ tN8 that the Un! t<ad .States odvised Gut-;~ ~h;t.t it 
't'OUld ~ith'i)r op;»~, or kbstain f~ vot.ing on ~t!I~ • e 
nsolutton apinoti oolon1,l\liein at Ctti.ees vnd. tlmt the Uai t94 
Ste.we a the only Govs~nt *t the IlltoN~cnn Oonfel'elloe 
which d1cl l\ot veto 1n favor or I.Mt reMluttont 

17) le it tws tbeti 1•, Kr. Secl"$Utry, ev.too to too O: .icgc Oonter-
&1100 t.rul't Guatem&l.t. io not Ooanmmi""t 4ora1nl.lted? • 

18) Is l\ twe tb(1t in tho curr,ant, "Jlo1;cot.t ~~ Co.tf'ee• ~dip 
the propoDQnts o£ th& Boy-oott are ~reful to ps-4Vel\t sny011& f'roa 
stat-Ung a ~p&ign to •&,yeott Glaatonmlan B~a 8Y 

19) le lt tl"\19 that tf so muon effo!'t. wro ;nit, into eomentine 
ralatians -1th Guatemala as hns gone in't.<>rupturing rslf\'t.ionoo1pe 
•tt-h Guatem£.la, that. it would ~gain b0 our moat dependable~? 

https://Guatem�.la
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Juco J., l9S4 

20) Sbo.wi l l.iflU tho 17 ot.tar Iu:tviocm C!tl.~ Nrv1n& Gu t-?11.1 
o~ flcmorar-, Ooruialu roo1p - or do we oe~ ~ cowt17, the 
United £>tote•· of .-rte bo~tes- b¥ fM>t roe1&ntt'6• 

D&Uovo a. thoao quo1Jt-iono uot; a\tod to ~.r.- • ,~, wt, le 
an offori- t.:>pt c.t tbo \Ntb. Mt-Ji- titr. S~ Orw3al of the In 
ION TiDDa '1Etl 0x;,w.wt f1"0IIGu...-J.a, tlO to W ... W.Selle 
and ~ bt'l, ffuob uottun~ llON \#1.UG. Gl'UfJCrl 1 t-tlfl b~ok. 
bfte boen givcm ell 1ftf'oRU.tJ.c:l .v il-r.blu, bit,~ bGaa ~ ft1'7Wnn 
tb9ro 1a to :,ea, hie nrbicle:> ~ dtttoMOt nc~. 

Ao ae t .... tod bow, (lr'O ~ to •,ko , tft.lit on June a, l-}'4. 
end ~ R.11 U> t.U o t,rut,b. 1!o hop~ thut, 1a T-AW o-:cc:~odioffl, 
btJa, sohadul.e ~ou will t1n<1 t.ico to r,'\ uu the tv. • oo thu-t. M Offl 
qw»taJ(IL 

~ 
W1 
oo, Bon. 8'11llomo Toriollo 
oee nc.1- Alf'Ndo Cl!OCM-o 
OQt lb. lftll u. p~~l'IHA 
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United Pruit Oo. i d the Land Reform Law 

UP'OOoperations in Guatemala are centered in two different locations: 
a) Tiguisate on the Pacific coast, Escuintla province, and b) Bananera on 
the Atlantic or Caribbean aide, Izabal province. 

Ti.quS,.aate: 
Compensation 

Landholdings expropriated to Oompafiia paid for in 
Agr!cola de Guatemala, UP'OC subsidiary Hectares Acres Agrarian Bonde 
for Tiquieatet 

Tiquisate proper 94,688 $594,572.82 USO 
San Joa~, Escuintla . 2~g96 15,000.00 
Totals ~ 609,572.82 

(Oompena~tion is paid in Guatemalan currency, Quetzalss, at par with Dollars 
uso·., so that for purposes of comparison it may be expressed in USO 1:1) 

Of this expropriated extension of 2,9,651 acres ot unimproved, uncultivated, 
lands, the "Nagualate Land Oo.", a subsidiary of United Fruit Oo., bought 
from "California Guatemala Pruit Oorp." in August 1929, 181,878 acres for 
1269,607.,9, and in May 19,0 transferred this property to the other UFOC 
subsidiary, Oorupa~ia Agr!cola de Guatemala, for the sum of 1471,,54. 

Bananera: 

In this 
propriation 

region 
have 

UP'OO holds approximately 
been filed and are in 

261,000 acres. 
process covering 

Petitions 
approximately 

for ex­
174,000 

acres. 

History of Ul"OO acquisitions on the Atlantic region is still more telling 
than that of the Pacific side. 

In 1904 the Guatemalan Government had built two thirds of the rail line 
from Puerto Barrios (seaport on the Atlantic) to Guatemala Oity, the capital 
town. In that year a contract was concluded between the Guatemalan Govern­
ment and Intemational Railways of Central A!llerica -IROA- (intimately connect­
ed with UP'OO) whereby the Government, in consideration of IROA's offer to 
build -and keep title to- the last third of the road, gave away to IROA the 
other two thirds already built, Barrios wharf', telegraph lines, rolling 
stock, railway stores, 50 acres of town lots in Barrios, a strip of shoreland 
one mile long and 500 yards wide to each side of the wharf', and 170,000 acree 
of the beat agricultural land in the region to be selected by IROA. The very 
only beneficial clause for Guatemala in the whole contract was that at the 
end of .22years (A. D. 200,) IROA was"obl1gated 11 to sell the line to the 
Government at a price to be determined by arbiters ... 

IROA transferred to Ul"OOa good part of the given-away 170,000 acres. And 
that is the quite unexpensive origin of a good elice of the present land­
holdings of UFOO in the Atlantic region of Guatemala. 

https://609,572.82
https://15,000.00
https://594,572.82


Freight rates, 

Coffee exports from Guatemala to New York pay to United Fruit Co. and to 

International Railways of Central America -IRCA- as follows, 

Guatemala City to Puerto Barrios, by rail t 21.95 per ton of 224o lbs. 

Wharfage at Barrios 2.24 - do 

Barrios to New York, by boat 15.68 - do 

Total freight per ton of 224o lbs. $ 39.87 USO. 

Note that freight on 200 miles Guatemala/Puerto Barrios is 4o%higher than 

on 2000 miles lap Barrios/New York. 

Land Statistics 

Area of plantations according to UFOO figures in UFOO publication 11Datos 1952" 

Crop 

Bananera 

Acres 

Tiquiaate 

Acree 

Total under 
cul ti vat ion 

Acres 

Bananas 4,055 19,,1, 2,,'68 

Abaoa fiber 5,0'4 5,0~ 

Pasturages ,o4 4,01, 4,,17 

Forests 6.,5 2,471 ,,1o6 

Misc. crops 1,255 156 L4ll 

Total 
actual 

extension under 
exploitation in 1952 11,28, 25,95, ,1,2'6 

Holdings after expropraation 
(effected in Tiquieate; in 
process for Bananera) 87,21, 61,760 149,0,, 



FRIENDS WORLD COMMITTEECHAIRMAN TREASURER 
a.uvn c. Pn.1<•

AMERICAN SECTION AND FELLOWSHIP COUNCIL
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY VlCE CHAIRMEN: 

l!DWtl( ILUfDDII 

20 SOUTH TWELFTii STREET, PHLLADELPHIA 7, PA. ""-• ltOXD JONla 
IAT J, NSWUM 

M,SICDMA)O­
l!MD.T PAIUCH 8UOOH 

Te/eplunu Rlttenho1m1 6-9372 

February 19, 1954 
~J·,yJ~, o..Y.n.,. 

Drew Pearson 
Washington Merry Go Round 
1313 29th Street, N. W. 
Washington 7, D. C. 

Dear Drew Pearson: 

I saw Gordon Lange at lunch time today and he 
told me very briefly of your idea of getting some 
American young people into Guatemala. He asked me 
if I lmew of any Quaker contact there and I am writing 
to say that the Chief of Mission for the International 
Children's Emergency Fund 1s a very able Quaker lady
by the name of Alice Shaffer. She could put you in 
touch with the proper officials to promote such a 
project from that end. She probably would have very
little time to give to such a matter herself, although
she took an active part in helping the American Friends 
Service Committee establish a work camp in Salvador. 
The address is Apartado 525, Guatemala City, Guatemala, 
C. A. 

V sincerely, 

......~r.~~ 
James F. Walker 
Executive Secretary 

JFW:mle 
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