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Formation and Emergence of a Qossmnigt Party

1948
1947
September 28, 1947

September 28, 1949

May 19650

May 1980

Two unsuccessful attampts made to organise

Communist Party. /

Unsuocessful effort made to organise Communipt
Party under name of FNational Popular Yanguard,

Danocratic Vanguard, forerunner of Guatemalan
Commnist Party, founded.

Guatenalan Communiats held First Party Congress,
adopted name Uomun.‘l.nt Party of Guatemalas,
and elected Jose Mamel Iortuny Secretary General,

Fortuny and nine others resigned from the Party
of Revolutionary Action to form new group,
Yanguard Corrmunist Party, oriented on interna-
tional Communist lines..

Tpon ranig:!,ng from the Party of Revolutlionary
Action, Jose Manuel Fortuny and nine others
issned a statement which, in essence, was &
full admission of complete loyalty to Marxigm
as fathered by Lenin=Stalin doctrinism, and

as expressed in 19560 in the domestic and
international policies of the Boviet Union,
Thue: ¥In the camp of peace are the Soviet
Union, the Popular China of Mao Tse Tung,

the popular democracies of Burope and Asia,

the liberating movement of the colonial and
semi-colonial peoples, mnd the working class

of all countries, directed by the Commmniast
parties.® ®In the camp of the warlike
imperialists are the momopolistic circles and
the financial capltal centraliszed in the

United States ... England ... France and

Italy ..." "The Soviet Union has as a fundamental
basis of 1ts international policy the possidility
of pacific co-existence of the two aystems over
8 long period," ¥,,, the USSR never will be

an aggressor ..," ",.. the United States and

+.. the capitalletic countries are ... potential
ageressors ,.." ",,, the working classes ,.."
mst ",,, organigze ... for ... the fight against
imperialliem and reaction.” "What cur people
demand 1s a vanguard party, a party effeoctively
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June 18950

June 21, 1580

July 19650

September 6, 1950

April 4, 1581

June 21, 1951

Jaly 1951

Jamary 26, 1952

Decomber 1l-14, 1952

3.

of the proletariat, really revolutionary,
frees of any bourgeois or imperialist
influence ...Y "... wo will ... fight for the
immediate task of the democratic-bourgeocls
revolution ... in order to reach as an end
the inanguration of soclalisa ..."

Conmunist-line Revolutionary Workers! Party
of Gunatemala founded by Victor Mamuel
gutiérregz, who published manifesto outlining
pro—-Boviet obJectives in virtually same manner

that Fortuny group dld.

Newspaper Qctubre fou.nded by Communist Party
of Quatemnla led by Joze Namuel For tuny.

Octubre first published openly,

Communiet indoctrination school named

8 Jacobo Sinchu' founded under direction
of Alfredo Guerra Borges and Victor Mamuel
Gutidrres,

José Manuel Jortuny began publicly signing
documents me "Secretary General of the Communist
Party of Guatemala®. Two Communist manifestoes
eppeared in the officlal press.

Communist Party of Guatemala held first publiec
ceremohy attended by high governmemt officials
at which 1t announced intention to become &
legnlly regisetered party.

Victor Manuel Gutidrrex admitted to prese
that he was a Commmiet.

After trip to Moscow, Victor Manuel Gutidrres
diesolved Revolutionary Workers! Party of
Ouatemals and Joined the Communist Party of
Guatemala headed by Josf Manuel Fortuny.
Advieed follovwers to do sama,

Guatezalan Comminists held Second Party

Congress, reelected Jose Mamuel Yor tuny

S8ecretary General, changed name to (Guatemalan

Labor Party, raorganizod par ty along Stalinist

lines, and converted weekly Octubre into daily paper.



December 1114, 1962

December 19, 1962

19563

Fehruary 17, 1953

May 16-17, 1953

be

In presenting draft etatutes of the Guatemalan
Labor (Communiet) Party at the Second Party
Congrees, the Political Committee described
them as "statutes of the Marxist-Leninist
Party of the working class of our country®
based upon ",., principles with which Lenin
enriched the Marxist doctrine in the creation
of instruments capable of constructing the
nev soclety--more humane, more Just, witbout
the exploited and the exploiters ...t

Guatemalen Labor {Commnist) Party reglstered
by Guatemnlan Government ap legal party in
Civil Reglstry.

The Guatemalan Labor (Commanist} Party adhered
to Soviet line. Time, 1t endorsed accusation
of Stalin govermment that "Jewish doctors® had
plotted the death of certain Soviet leaders,
reverged 1tself after Stalin's death in Harch
by endorsing the new line put out by Berias
that the doctore' confession had beem extracted
by "impermissible means", and finally reversed
itself again by Joining in Malenkov's accuss~
tione that Beria was a traitor.

"Jacobo Sdnches" Schocl recpened in keeping
with Guatemalan Labor {Communist) Party
deciaion to expand educational program.

In & policy report to the Central Committee

of the Guatemalan Labor (Commmnist) Party,

José Manuel Fortuny lald down a seven-point
plan: (1) "The application of Agrarien Reform
must be carried on; (2) "Intensify the fight
againet forelgn monopolies and increase the
anti-imperialist sentiment of cur people¥;

(3) "Denounce with greater insistenoce the
counter-revolutionary activities of feudal
imperialist reaction ..."; {4) "Give increasing
suppart to ithe progressive measures under taken
bY ... President Arbensz®; (5) "Improve the
living conditions of the masgses”; {6) ®Cultivate
and strengthen orgsnic unity and united action
of the working class®; and (7) "Pighten the
alliance between the workers and the peasants.?
In this same statement, Fortuny added; *Ye
Commnists are the best defendars of democratic
libertles here and everywhare,"
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August B-9, 1953

August 15, 1963

Beptember &, 1953

Hovember 20=-22, 1963

January 19, 1964

Jamary 33, 1984

5.

Guatemalan Labor {Commnist) Party held
Sational Conference on organization at which
1t claimed 100 percent rise in membership,
or total of approximately 1,160 menmbers,

Communist organ Tribuna Popular published
daily in place of former weelkly Octubre.

The Commniet dally Tribuna Popular ocarried
a cartoon depicting the United Btates as a
claw over Ouatemala and captioned "Leave o
g0 home,¥

For the first time, the Guatemalan Lahor
(Communist) Party elected 1ts candidates
mayors of several towns in countrywide
menicipal elections.

According to the Jommunist dally Tribuna
Popular, José Mamel Jortuny sent the following
message to the US Communist newspaper Dally
Worker: ®Accept the warm salute of our Party
on the occasion of the thirtieth anniversary
of your newspaper, the valliant spokesman of

the legitimate interests of the North Anerican
people, democracy, soclalism, and peacs ...."

Guatemalan Labor (Communist) Party, Department
of Escuintla Committee, held Lenin commemora—
tion meeting in government-owned school,



government Poeitione Held by Communigts

1945 Abel Cuenca Mart{nez, Salvadoran, appointed
Secretary of Legation in Eouador.

1945 Carlos Manuel Pellecer accredited as First
Secretary to U33R, Norway and Sweden,

1945 Rafael de Buen y Lozano served as Professor
of Humanities in the University of San
Carlos, the national university,

March 1945 Jose Manuel Fortu , now Jecretary QGeneral
of the Guatemalan Labor (Communist) Party,
elected a secretary of the National Congresas
and appointed a member of its Committees on
Foreign Relatlions and on Government, Labor
and Social Security,

April 1945 Jose Manuel Fortuny appointed a member of
the newly created Department of Preas, ,
Propaganda and Tourism in Preaident Arevalo's

Secretariat,
April 1945 to Pedro Geoffroy Rivas served as an Aannounosr
February 1948 for the government broadcaating station, TGW,
1946-1948 Carloe Manuel Pellecer served as Secretary

of Legation in Paris where he and Minister
Munoz Meany associated with various Communist
groups, Traveled to Satellite countries,

February to Pedro Geoffroy Rivaa served as member of
June 1946 Board of Directors of government broadcasgt-

ing station, TGV,

June 1946 Alfredo Silva Jonama served as Chief of
Propaganda of government broadcasting station,
TGW, of which he was later made Director.

1947 Abel Cuenaa Martinez served as Prese Attache
in B8an Jose, Costa Rica,

1947 Rafael de Buen y Lozano appointed adviser to
Minister of Economy and Labor,



1948

1948-1949

1948-1949

1648-~-1949

1948-1948

1948~-1960

Pebruary 1948

March 12, 1948

May to June 1948

1049

1949-1950

1949-1960

1949-1850

1946-1960

7.

viotor Manuel Gutierrerz served on Board of
Directors of Guatemalan Institute of Social
Security,

Carlos Manuel Pellecer served as Chief of
Traveling Cultural Missions sponsored by
Miniatry of Eduocation,

Ignaoio Humberto Ortiz employed by Guatemalan
Institute of Sooial 3Jeocurity,

Manuel Pinto Usaga aerved on Board of Directors
of Guatemalan Institute of Social BSeourity,

Alfredo Guerrp Borges served as an editor in
Presiden evalo's Department of Press,
Propaganda and Touriss,

Natzul Aguirre Cook served in Protoocol
Beotion o nistry of Foreign Affalrs,

Victor Manuel Gutierreg partiocipated aotively
in Traveling Culturel Miesions,

Alfredo Silva Jonama appointed Under Seoretary
in Minis¥ry of Eduoation,

Rarfael de Buen y Lozano served as instructor
in Civil Guard,

Rafael de Buen y Lozano served as Professor
of Biology 1In the University of San Carlos,
the national university.

Alfredo Guerra Borges served as Editor-in-
Chief of the orfioial newspaper, Diario de
Centro Amerioa,

Alfredo Silva Jonama served in President
#revalo'u Department of Press, Propaganda and
ourism,

Carloe Manuel Pelleger served as Seoretary of
Legation in France.

Antonio Ovando Sencheg eaployed in Guatemalan
Inatitute of Soolal Seourity,



1949-1952

January 1949

January 1949

January 1949

February 1949

May 1949

1960

1960

1950

March 1850

1950-1951

1951

1951

1951

Humberto Alvarado aserved as employee in
President Arevalo's Department of Press,
Propaganda and Tourlsm,

Virginia Bravo Lethelier eserved in various
ocapacities in Minlatry of Eduoation, ochiefly
as voostional aids expert,

Miguel Angel Vihguez served in Ministry of
Education ae chlef editor of the publicatinne
seotion,

Alfredo Guerre Borges Seoretary of Embaesy
in E1 Salvador.

Carlos Manuel Pellecer appointsd Director
the Traveling Cultural Misesions.

Rafael de Buen y Lozano appointed teaoher in
Institule of Diplomatio and Consular Training.

Rafael de Buen y Lozano served as Consultant
for the Production Development Insti tute,

Carlos Rene Valle employed by National
Pstroleum Institute,

Virginia Bravo Lethelier served as adviser
to Minipter of Education,

Hugberto Alvarado made head of President
Arevalo's Department of Press, Propaganda
and Tourien,

Viritnia Bravo Lethslier headed Department
of dio Visual Aid in Ministry of Education.

Max Ricardo Cuenca Mart{nez employed in
Guatemalan Inetifute of Soolal Becurity,

Natzul uirre Cook served on Board of
Directors o uatemalan Institute of Scolal
Seourity.

Bernardo Alvarado Monzon served on Board of
Direotors o atepalan Institute of Social
Security,



1961

April 1951

May 1951

1952

1952

1952

1952-1963

Mey 19562

September 1952

September 1962

September 1962

1963

Vfbtor Manusl Gutierrez served on Board of
Directors of (Guatemalan Inatitute of Social
Sscurity.

Alfoneo Solorzano appointed head of Guatemalan
Institute of Social Seourity,

Abel Cuenca Martiner appointed offioce manager
of Guatemalan Institute of Sooial Seourity.

Natzul ulrre Cook employed by Guatemalan
Aviation Company, a government enterprise,

Edelberto Torres headed Editorial Office of
Ministry o uoation and taught in the
University of San Carlos, the national
university,

Carlos Rene Valle employed by National
Petroleumn Institute,

Victor Manuel Gutlifroz and JonJ Alberto
Cardoza eserved, respsctively, as Chairmen

of Congresa! Special Committee on Agrarian

Reform and Special Committees on Revislon
of the Labor Code,

Manuel Pinto Usaga appointed Consul in
Mexico City,

Rarfael Tischler appointed by National Agrarian
Department as ita representative to the
Direotorate General of Fundamental Education,

Raul Leiva appointed Acting Director of the
government redio station, TGW.

Jose Luls Ramca, Otto Raul Gonzalez, and Max
Gonzalez served on National Agrarian Depart-

ment delegation which distributed 44,000

acres of land to farm workers.

Viotor Manuel Qutierreg served on faculty of
the Univeraity of 8an Carlose, the national
university,



10,

1963-1954 victor Manuel Gutierrez and Joee Alberto
Cardoza served, respectively, as Chalrmen
of the Agrarian Reform and Labor Code
Reviegion Committees of the National Congress,

April 1963& Carlon Alvarado Jerez was serving as Director
of the government radio station, TGW.

July 31, 1853 Carlos Alvarado Jerez appointed Director
General of Radio Broadcasting,

August 28, 1953 Jose Lule Ramoe served as a member of the
Naticnal Agrarian Counecil,

Qctober 1955 Hugo Barrios Klee appointed Deputy Inspector
General of Labor,

October 9, 1963 Otto Raul Gonzalez served as representative

of Directorate Ueneral of Statistics on
National Agrarian Ccuncil,

October 9, 1963 Raul Leiva was gerving in President Arbenz!
Information O0ffice as Chief of the Press
Section,

Qctober 9, 1953 The following members of the Guatemalan

Labor (Communist) Part5 were employees of
the Nationgl Agrarlian Vepartment: Waldemar
Barrios Klee, Natzul Aguirrg Cook, Maroo

toniec Blanco, Florencio Méndez, Juan
Rafael Vifforgle, Rarael Tischler, Eugenlo
Arrivillaga Vells, Roberto Bran Maldonado,
Jorge Villavivencio Marroquin, and Eduardo
Sosa Montalvo,

November 9, 1953 Pour of 56 deputiesg in Congress are Communisisg
Victor Manuel Gutierreg, Jose Alberto Cardoza,
Cesar Montenegro paniagua, and Carlos Manuel

Pellecer,

January 19854 Waldemar Barrios Xlee appointed Acting Chlef
of the Nafional Agrarisn Department,




December -5, 1944

1948

1946

January 1946

1946-1947

December 1946

1947

Augnst 1548

11,

Comminigte in Labor Orgenizationg

Oonfederation of Guatemalan Workers founded
with help of Communists particularly from
X Salvador.

Labor inloctrination school, Escuela Claridad,
established in the Confederation of Guatemalan
Yorkers with Abel Quspcp Martines as director.

Vlctor Mammel Qutiérres served as Secretary
General of the Jonfederation of Guatemalan
Yorkers and of the Union of Bducational ¥Workers
of Guatenals, and as a member of the Oomni ttee
of Syndical Unity and of the Executive Commititee
of OTAL.

Victor Mamuel Qutifrres elected deputy on the
Confederation of Guatemalan Workers-Party of
Revolutionary Action ticket from the Depart-
ment of Ouatemala to the National Oongress,
in which body he took an active interest in
labor problems.

Mammel Pinio Usaga served as member of the
Fational Executive Committee and Secretary
of Organization and Propagands for the
Syndical Federation of Ouatemala.

Fational Committee of Syndical Unity formed
under Communist auspices to coordinate the
activities of the Jonfederation of Guatemalsn
Yorkers, the Syndical Federation of Guatemala,
and the Central Regional Fedsration of Workers.
Brphasized line followed by World Federation

of Trade Unions and Latin Americsn Confedsration

of YWorkers.

Confederation of Guatemalan Workers Jolned
praise of USSR with denunciations of UB
imperialien.

Secretary General Victor Mamel Qutiérres
stated that the Confederation of Ouatemalan
Yorkers would organize peasant communes.
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Decenber 1948

May 1, 1948

December 18-18, 1949

January 21=22, 1980

1950

Jamiary 1950

Jamuary 1951

January 1951

12,

Manuel Pinto Usaga of the Railway ¥Workere!
Union founded 1ts Political Cozmittee.

May Day Parade demonstrated ths Communigt-
controlled World Federation of Trade Unilons
and Latin American Confederation of Workers
direction of Ouatemalan organized lador.
President Arévalo and government closely
1dentified themeelves with these May Day
festivale.

Ballway Workers' Political Committes adopted
Comminiet-~line policy statement.

Manuel Pinto Usagza organized and beceme
Secretary Oeneral of the National Politlical

Commi ttee of Guatemalan Workers.

¥{ctor Manuel Gutifrreg elected Secretary of
Propagands for thes National Pelitical Commnittee
of Guatemalan Workers. In his keynote address
at the national convention of workers! political
comul ttees, Outiérres clearly stated his

belief in Commni sm,

Influenced chiefly by Menuel Pinto Usaga,
the Syndical Federation of Ouatemala affiliated
with the World Federation of Trade Unions
and the Latin American Confederation of Workers.

Syndical FPederation of Guatemala and Confedera-
tion of Gustemalan Workers urged their
affiliates to colleect assesament for anmual
contribution to the Latin American Confedera-
tion of Workers.

Secretary General of the National Politieal
Committee of Workers, Manuel Pipto Usagas,
announced the organigation's continued
operation deaplte fact 1t was formed with
sole purpose of participating in 1950
elections.



Mey 10-13, 1951

October 12-14, 1981

March 1962

May 28 to June 1, 19863

June 1952

13,

Conference by World Federation of Trade

Unions and Latin American Confederation of
¥orkers with representativea of Latin

American Land and Air Tranesport syndicates

held in Guatemala City with participation

of Communist labor leaders (including World
Federation of Trade Unions Secretary Oeneral
Inip Saillant and Latin American Confederation
of Workers Secretary General Lombardo Toledano).
Opening meeting attended by prominent officlals
of Guatemalan Government. In addition to
usual denunciations of US and propaganda fer
peace, the confarence urged unification of
Guatemalan labor.

General Confederation of Guatemalan Yorkers
embracing all labor organisgations of any
importance formed at labor congress in
Guatemals City with help of World Federation
of Trade Unione Louie Saillant and Latin
American Confederation of Workers Vicente
Lombardo Toledano, Vfotor Manue) Gutiérres

olected Secretary General and Communists
Placed in key poeitions. All epeeches at
Congress followed the Communist line.

Meseages of congratulations sent by President
Artenz snd ex~President Arévalc. Attending
this meeting were Minister of Commnicationse
and Public Works as Arbent'! officlal represen-
tative and Fresifent of National Congress.
Victor Mamuel Qutiérrez elected Secretary
General.,

Communist-influenced labor and political
organizations aseured Adminigtration of their
support in face of apti-Commnist demonstration.

José Inie Ramos elected secretary for training
of National Confederation of Bural Workers of
Goatemals,

Diario ds Centro América, governmemt official
newspaper, quoted Cerlos Manuel Pellecer as

saying that the General Confederation of
Guatemalan Workers had directed formation of
gommi ttees of eself-defense to fight shoulder
to shoulder with authorities of the country
"against the enemies of the Revolution.®”



June 18-20, 1953

June 19, 1953

Angngt 27, 1983

October 9, 1853

Novenber 1983

December 1983 to
Jannary 1984

Jaauary 30, 1984

February 1, 1964

14,

Communists and Communist sympathizers made
impressive gains in the Rallway Workers! Union
by winning elections for officers.

Communist-controlled General Oonfederation

of Guatemalan Workers and Coomunist-orisnted
National Confederation of Rural Workers gained
virtual control of Agrarian Reform machinery
when National Congress voted them 2 of 3
positions on Departmental Agrarian Commigsions.

vlctor Manuel Gutiérres announced that the
World Federation of Trade Unions had acoepted
affiliation of the Oentral Oonfederation of
fuatemalan Workers.

411 key positions in the General Jonfederation
of Guatemalan Workers held by members of the
Ouatemalan Labor (Qommmniet) Party.

km?m the Commnist dally, reported
that Victor Manuel Gutiérreg, Carlos MNamuel
Pellecer and Victor 4. Leal were elected to
the General Qouncil of the World Federation
of Trade Unions,

Labor organisations throughout Guatemala held
a series of meetings to bBuild wp enthusiasm
for the Second Hational Oongreses of the
General Confederation of Guatemalan Workers.

Second National Congress of the Jeneral Qon-
foderation of Guatemalan Workers offered
President Arbenz support "in faocs of plens
of ioperialist intervention in connjvance
with traitors to Guatemala.” V{otor Manuel
Gutiérrez reslected Secretary Ueneral,

The General Oonfeleration of Guatemalan Workars
distrituted banners protesting "fereign
intervention' which vers flown over many

cities and townas. At its headquarters in
Guatemala City the red Communiet flag flew
beside the Guatemalan emblem,
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Felmuary 1, 1954

Fobruary 2, 1954

16.

At the Becond National Oongress of ths
General Confederation of Guatemalan Workers,
Oarlos Manuel Psllscer stated that Fasciem,
orushed in Burgpe, had risen again with
renowad vigor in the United States.

The Second National Oongress of the General
Confederation of Guatemalan Workers propossl
to the government that active diplomatic
relations be renewed with the USSE.
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Communist Infiltration of, snd Influence in, other Political Parties

March 19, 1945
1946 - 1949
January 1946
1947

October 1948
1949

1949

José Manuel Fortuny was active and far
leftist member of Popular Front of
Liberation oan whose ticket he was eleocted
to Congress.

Jogd Manuel Fortugy Jjoined the Party of
Revolutionery Action, a pro-Government
party, and occupled at various times a
number of important poste: 1946 to early
1947, Cecretary General; March 1947,
Secretary of Aote; November 1347, Secre-
tary General; 1949, Member of Folitical
Camittee; he also served as Secretary of
Propeganda .

Victor Manuel Gutjérreg elected deputy to
National Congresc on Canfederation of
Guatemalan Workers - Party of Revolutiom—
ary Action ticket, from Department of
Guatemala,

Manuel Pinto Usaga elected on Party of
Revolutionary Action - Camiltiee of Syn-
dical Unity ticket to National Congress,

Carlos Manuel Pellecer, after return from
Czechoslovakia, gtepped into leadership
role within Party of Revolutionary Aotion,

Manuel Pinto Usaga elected Secretary of
Labor Union Affairs for National Executive
Camittee of Farty of Revolutiomary Action
and became a member of strateglc Politiecal
Committee,

Party of Revolutionary Action officials
chogen in 1949 included such Communists as
José Manuel Fortuny, Memuel Pinto Usaga,

and Yictor Manuel futidrrez who constituted
an influential slement,
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March 9, 1949 Victor Mepuel Gutiérrez, member of
Party of Revolutionary Action Neticmal
Executive Committee in charge of Social
Affalrs, resigned in protest at Seare-
tary General's decislon not to let Party
of Revolutiopnary Aection be represented
at Mexico City "peace" meeting.

1950 National Politicel Commlttee of Workers
founded by Communists to suppart Colcmel
Jacobo Arbenz and congressional cendi-
dates In 1950 eleotion campalgn.

Jane 1951 Agitation for formatiom of a United Democratic
Front (Party of Revolutionsry Action,
Guatemnlan Communist Party, Revolutionsry
Yorkers' Party of Guatemala) incressed.
Party of Revolutionary Action sppointed &
comed ttee composed largely of Commnnists and
Communiet aympathisers to represent it in
negotiations for the formation of this framt,

June 5, 1961 Pro~Adwinistration parties participated in
Partisans of Peace meeting.

July 19, 19561 With assistance of Communists and pro-Communiets,
Allisnce of Democratic Parties formed, composed
of Party of Revolutionary Action, NEational
Benovation Party, Fopular Front of Liberation,
snd Party of National Integrity.

February 19863 39 mmabers of the dissolved Communist-
controlled Revolutionary Workers'! Party of
Guatemala joined the Party of Revolutiomery
Action. This move incressed the strong
leftist influence within the Party of
Revoluticnary Action,

October 1983 Guatemalan Comsunist Party included with other
ro-~Adainistration parties in *Democratic
Kectaral Front,.®

November 1963 José Mamuel Yortuny, Secretary General of
Guatemalan Dosmpmist Party, endorsed as ome
of two "Democratic Mlectoral Front® candidaten
for Deputy from Departasmt of Guatemala,
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Decezber 29, 1963

Jamary 18-18, 1963

March 25, 1983

October 1963

October 1963

18.

The "Democratic Kleotoral Front! of pro-
Administration parties exhibited a bacteriological
varfare film at a political rally held in
Guatemala City.

One Commnist candidate of the pro-governmat
ecoalition elected to Oongress to give Guatemalsn
labor (Communist) Party total of 4 seats., Farty

of Revolutionary Action, which collaborated closely
with Commmniats, controlled 23 seats afier electimms.

Party of Bevolutionary Action lssued a tulletin
calling for Ouatemala to withiraw from QDECA
in view of Salvedoren proposal to dlscuss

Joint action against Communiem on grounds that
such action constituted intervention in
Guatenala's domestio affairs.

Guatemalan labor (Communist) Party sought to
aivance ite popular front tactic by holding
mase meotings in faver of creation of a
strengthened "National Democratio Front,."

Francisco Ferpéndes Foncea, Secretary General
of Party of Revelutionary Action sald the
party vas a transitory party like other
revolutionary parties all of which were
destined to become part of the Ygreat world
Communist Party."
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Travel of Guatemalan Communists

March 1948 victor Manuel Gutidrrez attended the Third
General ordinary Congress of the Latin
American Confederation of Workers held in

Mexico City.

October 1948 Carloa Manuel Pellecer returned from Czecho-
slovakia,

1949 Carlos Mamuel Pellecer visited Eastern
Europe.

1949 V{ctor Manuel Gutidrrez was the Confederation

of Guatemalan Workers' delegate to the Second
World Federation of Trade Unions Congress at
Milan, at which he was elected to the
Executive Committee of the World Federation.
He was also the delegate of the Confederation
of Guatemalan Workers and the Union of Educa-
tional Workers of Guatemala to the 1949 World
Peace Congress held in Parls, He organized
Guatemalan "pro-peace® commlttees of August
1949 and April 1950, both branches of the
Communist-front, World Commlittee of Partisans
of Peace,

Apri) 1949 José Manuel Fortuny was delegate to Paris
World Pearte Congress, after which he visited
Iron Curtain countries for two months.

June 1949 Victor Manuel Gutidrrez, Secretary General of
the Confederation of Guatemalan Workers,
left Guatemala to attend the Milan meeting
of the World Federation of Trade Unions on a
diplomatic paesport. Manuel Pinto Usaga
and Jose Segnar traveled to Israel and
fraternized with Israeli labor unione,

June 1949 ' Manugq Plnto Usaga attended the Second World
Federation of Trade Unions Congress in Milan
at invitation of Vicenbte Lombardo Toledano,

September 1949 José Manuel Fortuny, President of Guatemalan
delegation at the American Continental Congress
for Peace in Mexico City, was made a member of
over-all Directing Committee for Central America.



September 1949

January 1951

June 1951

July 1951 to
November 1952

July 1951

October 25, 1951

November 1951

November 1951 to
Jamary 1952

March 1952

April 1952

victor Manuel Gutiérres represented the
Federation of Democratic Youth of Guatemala
at the American Continemtal Congress for
Peace in Mexico City.

Enrique Jufrez Toledo, Guatemalan poet,
attended Peace Conference in Poland.

The 3yndicate of Guatemalan Educatiomal
Workers accepted an invitation to send &
delegate to Berlin Youth Festival.

Thirty-eight persons left Guatemala to attend
Commmist-sponsored internatianal conferemce
and 19 were to attend such meetings in
December 1952.

It was announced that six members of a Guate-—
malan delegation were to attend Berlin Youth
Fostival.

V{ctor Manuel Gutiérres traveled to Europe,
ostensibly to attend a World Federation of
Trade Unions meeting in Paris (or Berlin).

Roberto Alvarado Fuentes and luis Cardoza
y Aragon attended World Peace Congress in
Viema,

Vi{ctor Manuel Gutidrres attended the World
Federation of Trade Unions Congress in
Berlin after which he spemt two months
visiting the USSR and satellite countries,
returning to Guatemala on Jamary 9, 1952,

Hemisphere Peace Conference at Montevideo
attended by 6 Guatemalana including one
residing in Buenos Alres and one in Chile,

Two Guatemalans and one alien residemt in
Guatemala attended International Conferemnce
in Defemss of Childrem held at Vienna,
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May 1952

August-3eptember 1952

October 1952

October 1952

November, 1952

November 7, 1952

Decamber 1952

1953

March 20, 1953

April 1953

Alfredo Silva Jonama, a member of the Political
Committee of the Guatemalan Commmist Party,
viaited Moscow and attended preliminary meeting
of the Asiatic and Pacific Peace Conference in
Pekin,

One Guatemalan attended the International
Students Unlon Council held at Bucharast,

The following Guatemalans attended the Asiatic
and Paclfic Peace Conference: Juan Antonlo
Crus Franco, Garmen Moran, Carlos Alvarado
Jerez, Jouo” Alberto Cardoga, Francisco
Galicia del Valle, Cardoza visited Moscow

both going and coming.

AlfredoiSilva Jonams returned from China, the
USSR, and the Peoples Democracies.

Augusto Cazali Avila, Secretary General of the
Democratic University Front, returned from
the August-Septamber conference of Inter-
national Students Union in Bucharest,

Guatemalan National Committee for Peace named
4 delegates to World Congress of Peoples for
Peace in Vienna: Sra., Elena de Barrios Kléde,
Director of Governmentls Normal School for
Women, Pauline Ovalle, Director of Nuestreo
Diario, Captain Terenclo Guilldn, Governor of
the Department of Escuintla, Joaquin Artiga
de Ledn, President of Peace Committee of the
Department of Santa Rosa.

Thirteen Guatemalan delegates attended the
World Federation of Trade Unions Social
Security Conference, Vienna,

v{ctor Manuel Gutifrres attended the World
Federation of Trade Unions Congress in Vienna.

V{ctor Manuel Gutidrres and two other delegates
left Guatemala to attend the Conference of the
Latin American Confederation of Workers held
in Santiago, Chile.

Oacar Edmundo Palma of the Guatemalan Labor
{Communist) Party visited Moscow after
attending the April World Peace Congress in
Mpe’tu



June 1953

June tc Bacember 1953

July 1953

August 1953

Bovenber 1953

Decembear 1953

December 1953

January 8, 1954

e2.

Guatemalan delegation to World Peace Council
in Budapest included Lieutenant Colonel
Carlos Pas Tejada, Major Marco intonio
Franco and Oscar Edmndo Palma,

48 Guatemalans visited Soviet orbdt during
this period of which 11 went to Moscow,

Qscar Edsundo Palma, Jecretary of Propaganda
for the National Peace Committes, attended
the World Pesace GCouncil held in Bucharest,

Guatemalan delegation attended World Youth
Festival in Bucharest after which scme members
viaited the USSR,

Gabriel Camey, a farm union leader, visited the
Soviet Union.

Victor Manusl Gutiérres, returned from Moscow

at the head of the Guatemalan delegation

which had toured the Soviet Union after attend-
ing the Third World Federation of Trade Unions
Congress held in October in Viemma. The
delegation consisted of Leonardo Castillo

Flores, Joed Luls Cacero, of the Railway
Workers! Inion, Josd Luis Ramos, Vice Secretary
for Agrarian Affaires of the General Confederd ion
of Guatemalan Workers, and Josd Luis del Cid,
member of the General Confederation of G Guat.mlan
Workera! Executive Committee,

Humberto Herndndez Cobos, Civil Registrar for
Guatemala, flew to Vienna to attend the World
Congress of Democratic Lawyers.

José Manuel Fort Secretary General of the
Guatemalan Labor iCamunist.) Party, returned
from Moscow for which he had departed on
November 5, 1953.
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23.

Yorelgn Commnists'! Vigits to Guatemala

July 19548 Vicente Lombardo Toledano held lengthy inter-
views with President Arévalo and Forelgn
Minister Enrique Mugoz Meany.

April 1960 The Communiet Chilean poet, Pablo Neruda,
made a geries of appearances before
Guatemalan sudiences immediately after
his return froa a trip to the USSR.

May 1951 Vicente Lombardo Toledano, Secretary Oeneral
of Latin American Confederation of Workers,
and Louis $aillant, Secretary General of
World Federation of Trade Unions, attended
Guatemala City Confersnce of Latin American
Land and Air Transport Workers'! Uniong.

June 1951 The well-known Chilean Communist, Cesar Codoy
Urrutia, visited Guatemala.

March 1952 Blas Roca, Juan Maripello, and Salvador Asuirre, .
leaders of Cuban Communiet Party, visited
Guatemala.

December 11, 19562 to Dionisio Encins, Secretary Gemeral of Maxiosn
December 14, 1952 Communist Party, attended Second Oongress
of Guatemalan Labor (Commnist) Party.

October 9-27, 1953 M chael K, Samoilovy, Commercial Attachs of
Soviet Embassy in Mexigo, visited Guatemala
and conferred with Jose Manmuel

Alfonso §Soldrgapo, snd Eraesto m del
Yecchio.



24,

Attitudes toward and Relations with Intemnatiohal Commmiem

1947 Commmnist V{ctor Mamuel Gutidrres represented
Guatemnlan organised labor at Fourth Ordinary
Congress of Qonfederation of Mexiosn Borkers,

Anniversary of the Russisn Revolution
cslebrated for the first time in Guatemala.
Hoge success vith representatives from
organized labor and pro-idwinistration Paxrty
of Revolutionary Actiom, Populer Front of
Liberation, and Party of Natiomal Integrity
in attendance, Pro-Soviet speeches by

José Nemuel Yortuny, ¥ictor Mammel Gutiérres

and Luis Cardosa Aragla.

Jamary 26, 19563 Cominform's newspaper, "Yor a lasting Peaoe,
Yor a People's Democracy®, published in
Bucharest, summarized findings of Guatemalan
Comminist Party Oentral Committes on short-
comings of newspaper Ogiilre. This actlon
confirmed acceptance of Guatemalan Gomsunist
Party bty the international Communist movement
as the mnthorised Commmist Paxrty in Guatemala,

October 2, 1982 Goatemalan Oommunist Party sent message to
Soviet Nineteenth Party Congress: 9%O0ur
Party salutes the indestructible unity of
the Communigt Party of the Soviet Union
which 1s a guarantees of the successful
construction of a Comminist soclety in your
homeland, & beacon throughout this world for
workers, Inspired by your example, Wwe will
intensify our struggle for the national
ipdependence and happiness of our people.t

November 7, 1950

November 17, 1982 Olta Sten, Propagsnda Officer of the Folish
Legation in Mexico City, arrived in Guatemala

and was visited by Deputy Ernesto Marroquin
¥yses and Flena Leiva de Holtz of the Eational

Pence Commi ttee.

1983 Guatemalan Labor Party leaders receiving flow
of literature from Noscow and headquarters
of various Soviet-controlled international

organizaticne.
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1963

April 4, 1953

July 19863

November 35, 1953

Jumary 28-31, 1954

Conetant exchange of commmnications between
Vienna, ¥YPTU headquarters, and Viector Maruel
Gutiérrez, Secretary Gemeral of General
Confederation of Ouatemalan ¥Workers.

Guatemala withdrev from ODEOA, thms adopting
a couree long advocated by Communists. The

reason glven was the proposal of E1 Salvador
for consldering Commmniet infiltration.

CGominform's newspaper, ¥*For a Lasting Peace,
Tor a Beople's Democracy”, pubdblished article
by Jose Marmuel Fortuny.

Jour Administration parties, together with
principal labor and Ymass" organisatioms,
issued a Joint declaration against discussion
of Communien at Caracas.

At the opening session of the Commmist-
controlled Second Eational Congress of the
Ganernl Confederation of Ouatesalan ¥orkers,
José Inis Rsmog, Communist member, read the
following telegram: %loscow, USSR. The
Cantral Councll of Soviet Trade Unions
fraternally greets the Congress of the Oan-
federation of Yorkers of Guatemsala., We
wigh the Congress success in its work

for the nltimate iwprovement of the
conditions of life and labor of the workers
of Quatemala and for the strengthening of
friendghip and peace among all peoples,
Presldent of the Central Council of Boviet
Trade Unions, N. Shvernik.®



DMesemination of Communiet-Line Propagands

December 21, 1947 Federation of Democratic Youth of Guatemala,
affiliate of Communist World Federation of
Democratic Youth, founded by a group including
several prominent Commnists. It has been
actlve among university students as a
propaganda organ.

September 1948 Guatemalan Committee for Peace and Democracy
formed for the purpose of furthering "interna-
tional peace, liderty and democracy.® Several
imown Communiste were among its founders.

Auguet 1949 Hational Peace Committee reactivated at meeting
presided over by Communists and Commnist
sympathizers. , Thie took place after the
return of Jose Marmuel lg_:izgl, Vfotor Manuel
Gutiérres, and Alfonso Soldrzanc from the
Firet World Congress of Partisans of Peace,
Jalme Dfez Rozzotto elected Seeretary
General,

September 1949 Guatemalan offioial and pro—-government preass
gave considerable coverage to Commnigt~
inspired Mexican Peace Congress.

April 1980 Bew Committee of Partisans of the FPeace
organized by Communieta and Communist
sympathizers,

February 12, 1961 Peace Committee stepped up pudliolty campaign.

Yebruary 12, 1951 Official and semi-official press accelerated

efforte to publicize Communist "peace® cazpelgn,

March 2-3, 1961 Annual Congress of Yederation of Democratio
Youth of Cuatemala received generocus pudliolty
1n official and semi~official newspapers which
attacked US and supported the Communist lins.

March 8, 1961 O0fficial snd semi-official press pudblicized
meeting sponsored by Kinlster of Muecation
in which US was attacked and Couminist "pesoe®

line entimsiastically expounded,



April 20, 1951 Roberto Alvarsdo Fuentea delivered a
strong Communist-line epecch at a meeting
in honor of the Second Spanish Republio
in which he espoused the "peace" campaign.

April 2027, 1961 Official press alded sccelerated "peace®
campaign with daily coverage. Alfonso Solérsenc,
head of the Guatemalan Institute of Social
Security, spoke at peace rally.

May 28, 1951 Semi-official Diario de la Magiapa devoted
nearly two pages to preparations for the Third
Y¥orld Youth Pestival in Berlin.

Junes 1, 1951 Semi-~officlal press carried eight column
headlines saying "great entmsiass® bhad been
aroused for Berlin Festival among Guatemalsn
youth,

Jamary 1953 According to the official radio, Indochina
is to be the next victim in the conflict
between thes great powers. The broadcaster
defended the right of every state to be free
and condemned thd "eapitalist nations® for
holding on to thsir colonial possessions.

April 1952 The Guatemalan officlal radio publicised
preparations for the Hational Peace Assembly
to be held in Guatemale Oity in May 1963,

Aprll 2, 1963 The official government newspaper, Diario
ds Centro Amdrica, carried a headline entitled
%4 Call for Psace to the People of America.®
Based on a resolution at the MHontevideo peace
conference, ths call was for individual
signatures in favor of a %peace® pact smong
the Big Five,

May 23-26, 1962 In the official government newspaper, Dlarlo
4s Oentro América, the Hational Peace Assembly
published resolutions demouncing the use of
bastericlogical warfare by American troops in
Korea and condesming lmumching of aggresaive
warg in Korea, They further condemmed the
Inter—idmerican Defense Treaty, the Atlantio
Treaty, and the Japanese Peace Conferemoce.



June 24, 1952

June 19853

1962

July 12, 1952

Avzust 28, 1952

November 7=9, 1952

1953

Seml—official Buestro Diario published the
text of a letter addressed to the American
Ambapsador in OGuatemala by 17 Commmniste
and pro-Coamuniets calling for termination
of the "unjust and inhuman® war in Korea,
vhere the ®invading armies” were massacring
defenseless Xorean prisoners and using gera
warfare against the population.

The four Communists and fifteen other deputies
of the National Congress signed a "Declaration
of Solidarity with the Korean Pecple.®

Hational Peace Committee sponsored showings
of the film "Bactariological Warfare in
Korea", purporting to prove that the United
States employed germ warfare during the
Korean hostilities.

The official government newspaper, Diario

de Centro América, published what purported

to be a statement by a Lt. John Quinn, USAP,
confessing participation in germ bomb attacks
against Horth Xorea. Although an inconepicuous
note at the end identified the article as a
publication of the National Peace Commi ftee,

1t was set up to appear as a factual news story,

According to the independent prese, the

August 28 issue of Octubre was published in
the government printing shop after being set uwp
by members of the linotypisbs! union who at

the same time were carrying on an illegml
strike which hed affected every press organ

in the city.

Rational Conference on Soclal Security, held
under thinly-velled Comminist auspices, received
support of the official press, the Guatemalan
Institute of Social Security, and the Ministry
of Health.

Under the sponsorship of the Partisans of
Peace Committee, a bacteriologlical warfare
film was shown in a public school by a
government operator with government equipment.



Jamaary 1953

Pebruary 13, 1963

Pebruary 20-.23, 1983

July 24, 1963

September 28, 1963

October 1983

Candidacy of Communist José Manuel Xortuny

as one of two avowed Commniet candidates

for Congress received the full support of
Administration parties and the official press.

0fficial government newspasper Diaric de
Qentro i¢cg devoted half a page to an
article by Victor Mamel Gutiérres, Jorge Iuie

Arriola, and others on the importance of the
National Youth Conference.

Conference in Defense of the Rights of Youth
held in Guatemala Clty in preparation for
March Viepnna conference of World Federation
of Democratic Youth, supported by the official
government newspaper Diario de Centro América,

Najority of sessions held in a government
school building under snspices of ths General
Confederation of Guatemmlan Workers, the
Eational Confederation of Bural Workers of
Guatenmala, and other Commmnist orgsnisations.
Among those presant and aleocted to a Fresidiua
waret Julio Egtradp de la Hos, Fresident of
Caongress; Jorge Luis Arriols, Minister of
Publiec Health; Victor Maausl

Seoretary General of the General Confederation
of Guatemalan Workers; snd Rafael Tigchler,
SBecretary Oeneral of ths Syndicate of Buce-
tional VYorkers of Ouatemala,

Jaime D¢az Rozsotto delivered a lecture
sponsorea by the Guatemalan Spanish
Republicen "Pro-FPeace" Committee in which he
made frequent references to the Soviet "peace?
movement and other Communiet objectives.

Plario de) Pueblo, organ of the Guatemalan
BRevolutionary Party, edited dy Director of
the Ouatemalan Institute of Soclal Security

Commnist Alfonso Soldrsano, began pudlication.

Ouatemmlan Labor (Communist) Party sponscred
progrem over Ouatemala Clty's station,

Badio International.


https://Oaatw.1.an
https://Oaat...ia

October 19563

Decendber 21, 1983

December 1583

Jamary 28-31, 1954

The official gasette publishel a decree Ly
which the government male available $10,000
to ths Communist-sponsored Second Continental

Oongress of Democratic lLawyers,

The official redio TOMA announced that;

®the Youth Section of ths Guatemalan Vorkers!
Party is scheduled to mest on December 21

at Party Hsadquarters to honor the memory of

the leader of the working class, Joseph Stalin,®

The Commnist-controlled Eational Peace
Committee announced that it had gathered
74,000 eignatures in petition for negotia-
tions between US. UK, USSR, France, and
Oommnist China.

The Guatesalan Government lent fts support
to the Communist—controlled Second National
Congrees of the Ceneral Confederation of
Guatemalan Workers in various ways: (1) Jaime
Dias Rozgotto, Secretary General

of Presidency, sat on the Presidium at ths
opening session: (2) A1l sesslons of the
Congress, except the first, were held in
government property; (3) The proceedings of
the Congress were broasicast over the govern-
sent radio station and published in the
official and semi-official press; (4) The
Secretary of Propaganda of the Presidency
on January 28 devoted the government's radio
progran, The Eational Hour, to an act of
homage to ths Congress, and forced independent
radlo stations to carry the ssms program.
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February 9, 1954

Pergonal and Confidential

Honorable John Peurifoy
American Embassy
Cuatemala City
Guatemala

Dear Jack,

Dave passed on to me soma ideas which I understand you discussed
to combat Communism in Guatemala, particularly the idea of
getting some 4-H Club youngsters, psrhaps members of the

Quaker summer camp groups, and oihers to come down to Guatemala
to show the folks down there that we are human beings, etec,

I don't know how seriously you are considering this idea, but
from the point of view of American youth groups I think lt is
feasible, It would have to be organized very carefully, and 1
think 1t would be a great mistake to let anyone know that the
United States government had any real hand in the matter. It
should be organiged in the same way the Priendship Train came bout,
b{ private groups with the indirect and silent blessing of the
8tate Departnent,

I was down at the Depariment yesterday, talking to some of your
00lleagues regarding news in Latin Ameri#a, and had occasion to ask
them about the matter, I took it ug only very casually and did

not implicate either you or Dave, merely wanted to get their
reaction generally speaking to such a program., The fellows I
talked with were Woodward Fisher and a man whose name I think was
Burrows. Their reaction at first was a little on the neutral side,
but Burrows warmed up and got quite enthusiastic toward the end

and I think they both rather liked the idea on the whole, tho

they wondered, first, whether the Guatemalan goverrment would admit
the youngsters and, seoond, what kind of work they would be able to do,

In passing, and as an old friend of yours who hates to see you get
your fine reputation even slightly tarnished, let me say that there
is one whale of a lot of eriticism of the an!iro Guatemnlan mess,
You are not particularly blamed for it, but inasmugh as you are down
there, some of the blame automatiocally rubs off on you, And, unless
you cin pull some kind of a rabhit out of the hat, I think 1des
going to be an sven more unfavorable reaction,

This letter is chiefly to tell you that I would he glad to help in
any way I can on the general ideas that Dave talked to me about, or



-2-

¥

any other ideas on people~toe-people projects which you think
might be helpful,

By accident, I Jumped into several friendly Latin American
diplomats from neighboring countries, who seem t¢ be up in arms
over the way we are handling Guntonnia, the coffee situation,
and Latin American relations zonortlly. Some of these gentlemen
have gpent years in the United States and say they have never
seen public opinion in a worse state in lLatin America or more
inept plays pulled by the United States government.

Naturally this letter is confidential and personal, and is onl
written with the idea that if there is anything I ocan do, don'
hesitate to call on me,

Regards,
Drew Pearaon

DP/e
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Avbertisers Press, Inc.

211 EAST COURT STREET
FLINT 3, MICHIGAN

Is Dulles' law firm the counsel for United
Punitahers of FPrult? Or assoclated in any way?

Flint fews-Abvertiser /}_Jg_ﬁ,could account for much,

&

Barrios! real anti-communlist leadership, a leadership that,;eventually
win out in G, and Barrios may be called back(he plans to return there
in Septembér he told me, and was going to tell you) to assume the rea)
leadership, and he may be president some dsay,

Don't overlook this leader, who 18 pro-United States,
and who knows how we can win the solid friendship of Latin-Americans,
and he 1s greatly reapected by the-, He knows all of the léaders
south of our border, and knows who to trust as our friends, who play
politify for personal gain, and who are deceptive and communistic,
some making belleve they are communists temporarily.

Col. Barriocs 1s tre grandson of General Justo Barrios{ee-
{port there named after him) known as the liberator of Guatamalé, and
"The Abraham Lincoln" of that 1sland. He was president 14 years, from
1871 to 1885, and dled in battle, a national hero, which he still 1s.

Col. Barrios wae graduated fromthe G.military academy
at the head of hls class, after attending high school in New COrleans
where he liged with his father who had to leave G as a refugee once,
Barrios sold Times Plcayunes as a youngster, also, and kept in touch

+ﬁw¢thhginy in N.0. through the years. Then he served in the army of
G as

- on the general staff, assistant to the Chief of Staff,
secretary in the défense department, executive to the defenss,
chief of the staff, and superintendent of the military academy, also
on one of the president's staff, among other official offices,

He organized the anti-communist forces agalnst Arbenz,
He refused the presldency at the time Arbenz was selected because he
would ntt play ball with communist foreces, And he resigned as
commandant superintendent of the military academy,-then went in exile
to the United States(New Orleans).

Col.Barriots Aoes not want to openly oppose Dulles, nor
our present State Dept, poliey, nor appear to oppose anyone up here
who 18 in a powerful official capaclity, He prefers to cooperate to
try to show them the actual facts, becausé he understands the Latin-
American mind and the long run tendencles, and thelr viewpolnts, =
thelr "hearts®, He says positively that this Armas deal cannot last
and 1s ondy worsenlng the anti-American attitudes doorm/ in the hearts,
of not only Guatemalans, but of Latin Americans, "An invasion of one'!
country does not set well with our people., They may stand for an
insurrection, and the leader may be a hero, even i1f he loses, but an
invader, supported by a f-orelgn power, with foreign money, and from
a foreign land, eventually will be declared to be a tralter," he
explained, Monzon ,(Col,) has been in every one of the fiwe juntas
and 1s a leader with ambition, he says. More later, Will call you 8oUw.

-



August 17, 1954

Dear George,

When I got your message about Col, Barrios
I was out at the farm, bdbut asked my son

to go down to the Arnr and Navy Clud
immediately. He did so, but found that
you had already left. i'm sorry to have
misged the Colonel,

I have already written, as of some weeks

ago, the same conclusions you and Col., Barrios
have reached -~ namely, that the Armas regime
cannot last.

Please give my very best to Don Johnson,
Regards,

Drow Pearson

Mr. George Maines
Advertisers Press, Inc.
211 East Court Streot
Flint 3, Mieh.
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PaM Mdwerilsemend

Faid Adverttiomem

——

" oM Mysrlleemenl

EDITORIAL

T 7 pabd Adveriigmee

T e A [P PE—— s

Reprinted From The Laredo Times
of Thursday, January 28th

E one has been reading mbout Guatemala being the center of world communism for the Western Hemisphere,
'I'I::ritory goes t?at comrgunist headquarters are set up in Guatemala with the idea of a communiat Guatemala that would dominate Central America
a8 well as any and all countries in the Western Hemisphere. ..

That is about the gillirst and biggest lie to ever come out of anyone's mind., . . .
In the first piace this same story has been told so often about other countries that it'a getting a little ghop-worn. Mexieo Git
We all know that a few years ago the Russjans were supposed to set up the Western Hemisphere of communism jn Mexico City.
And for the propagandista and wild-eved boys it was good copy. . .
But Mexico proved to be less communistic in its government than our Stato Department which gave away Chinal

S0 the ghost-siory wrlters and tombstoneshaliers
have now picked a country which couldn’t produce
as much gunfire power a&s Peoria, Illinols!

There are several things wrong with the propa-
ganda about Guatemala.

The propagandists have It that zome of the
Guatemalan bureaucrats in power down here want
to listen to a crazy story that they can becoma
world ?owon by bacoming the conter of communism,

For the Guatemalans to believe that story Is just
A3 sensible a3 sending a half-wit out after a circle-
#quare or 8 half a dozen sky hools!

Unfortunately there are a group of weak, simpie

ple In the government of Guatemala who would
ike to believe thail thelr importance reaches farther
than you can throw a rock.

For these weak-minded government officlals to
belleve that they are Important as a bridgehesd for
communism Is stily and crazy for lots of reasons.

And besides It Isn't true.

This prop da is b anging against the
U, S. because this propaganda is comlng from friends
of theee U, 5. corporations!

These corporations whole purpose is to control
Guatemala and get a strenglehald over her life
or dealh through a unilied 99.year lease controlling
the fulure of unbory Guatemalans!

While In Guaternala recently we discussed the idea
of Guatemala as & ible bridgehead for com-
munilsm cen this continent.

We tald some of the communists in the Guate
malan gavernmenlt thai if they believed they could
build a strong communist Guatemala they were
silly and crug. ‘

It iz about the same as the slory of the Irlshman
who was drunk in s saloon.
ﬂ'me Irishman kept challenglng one and all to

EnNL.

Finally one fellow socked the Irishman on tha
Jaw, knocking him out:

It was the oniy blow struck.

We pointed out to the cor Ista in Guat 1a
that their unfortunate couniry was nat Important
as a world power or as a seal of world trouble.

I their small group of communlsts were Ignorant
#nough, we zald, to be fooled by the communists
elsewhere and by U, 5. propagenda, then they were
building further trouble for thernselves and the good
people of Guatemala.

e Guatemala communists meddling In the
sifairs of Nicarsgua, whose alm Is closer military
relations with the U. S, proved thelr lgnorence.

The Guatemalan communists are like a flea on an
elephant which keeps shouting that he Is bosa of
the elephant herd.

We peinted out to some of these communists that
closer co-operation with the U. 5 on an equitable
basia is better for both countries, miVitary and
economically.

It 15 foolish for this small group to belleve that
It might &1L some time endanger the Panama Cangl,
I the Cuatemalans would even ruint e threaten-
Ing finger st the Panama Canal 1t would actunily
be possible not only to eliminate the communists
but 1o ellminate &1l the Guatemalans with just two
bombs!

So any Insane idea on the Guatemalan communista

Ft hes merely been bullt up in their mindx through
gnotance apd maljclous propaganda spread by three
U. 5. companies which contro] 9¢ per cent of the
economic power of life and death for the Guate-
malans!

The United Frult Company in Guatemala gave us
a by the Natlonal Planning Assoclatlon of
Washington, D. C. which Is loaded with blg names
from the United States.

The subject of this book 1 “COMMUNISM VS,
PROGRESS IN GUATEMALA," by Theodore Gelger.
It is dated November, 1953,

The committee which signed the siatement with Mr.
Geiger is compased of the following names: FRANK
ALTSCHUL, (Chairman) Chalrman of the Board,
Ceneral American Investors. LOUIS BROWNLOW,
(Vice Chalrman) Washington, D. C. SOLOMON
BARKIN, Director of Research, Textile Warkers
Union of Amerlea. RICHARD M. BISSELL, JR.,
Richard M. Bissel), Jr. & Asaoclates. JOHN F.
CHAPMAN, Assoriate Editor, Harvard Buslness Re-
view, GEORGE P. DELANEY, International Repre-
sentative, American Federation of Labor, LUTHER
H. GULICK, President, Institute of Publle Adminis-
tration. KENNETH HOLLAND, President, Institute
of Internatlonal Education. ISADOR LUBIN, New
York City. HELEN HILL MILLER, Journallist,
Washington, D. C. PHILIP E MOSELY, The Rus.

President, The American-Scandinavian Foundation.
CLARENCE E. PICKETT, Honorary Secretary,
American Friends Service Committee, MORRIS 5.
ROSENTHAL, New York City., MICHAEL ROSS,
Director Deparimenl of Internatlonal Affairs, Con-

ress of Industrial Crganizations. WAYNE CHAT-

1ELD TAYLOHR, Consultant, Foreign Operations
Administration. ROHERT WEST, arner, New
Hampehire, WALTER H. WHEE:LER, JR., Presl
dent, Pliney-Howes, Inc, DAVID J. WINTON,
Chaitman of the Board, Winton Lumber Company.
MATTHEW WOLL, Vice President, Photo Engravers
Unlon of North America, AFL.

On page one of this 90-page book 1t says thers
are only four communista holding seats in the na-
tienal leglslalure but it also points out that the
majority are lefiwingers.

The bock polnts gut that Indians make up between
&0 and 70 per cent of the populatlon and were only
recently allowed to ‘vote

On page T K points out that communista In Guate-
mala do not have a popular following within the
couniry,

Before we get 1oo far Into this Guatemalan situa-
tlon with facts and flgures we want to mention the
Pan-American Highway.

Thiz highway could be & great means of straight.
ening oul most of the countries to the south of us,
I1 and when it Iz completed.

The tlow of business which follows highways,
rallways, and airways tends to bring prosperliy.

And when prosperity rises, communism drops back
to it nothingness,

Communiam can only live on stagnated operations,
on _lack of justice, and on poverty,

The FPan-American Highway, according {o seme of
cur lawmakere In Washington, wan & glveaway pro-
gram for Latin America.

But the facts are that the ldea behind this high-
way was to stimulate progress—and progress helps
each and every country.

The U. S. slarted the highway because the U-boats
ltnp{fd our shipping between Latin-America and
the Unlted States.

We needed that highway to tranapori neceasary
minerals In case of war!

The sooner our midwest, cornbelt thinking is
:togped and we put up the money to finlah this
highway the more rmgnm and the less communlate
there will be In &ll countries!

Fresldent Elsenhower, January 21, stated that our

spending in LatinAmerica will be -Increased - dur -

Ing the coming year. But the amount of his sug-
gested Increase Ls without realism. |

These countries to the south of us fit into what
Hentry R Luce, the world's Number One influentlal
magazine publisher sald when he called on the
United States to show 'economlc” statesmanship by
making & radical reductlon in Its taritfs,

“The Iron Curtain ia only one of the curialne
which ls condemning men to poverty and unnatural
hate” he ssld. "The curtaing of economie restric
tiona criescross Lhe so-calied fres world, In the so-
called free countries of the workd, few men are free,
In_the economic senge.”

This snswers % pervent of the troubies of
Guntemnala,

Certainly the Uniled Frutt Co, {s important te
Guatemala.

The American Fower & Electrtc Co. {s Important
to Guaternala and the Grace Steamship Lines are
Important.

But the facts are that through thelr concessions
they have a sirangle-hold on the future generation
as weil as the present ratlon of Guatemala!

And 99 per cent of all the propagands originates
from friends of these three monopolles.

For Inatance, the frelght rate on tires trom Call
fornis to Guatemala s $99.00.

The frelght rate, by water, from California to
Guatemala is several times greater than the frelght
rate from Canada to Laredo by rall, Yet the distance
from Canada to Laredo fs greater than from Cali-
fornlm to Guatemala,

Thia causes business stagnation and communism!

Qur Ambassador to Guatemais, Mr. Puerlfoy, is
iIn our opinion partlculsrly able and qualitied for
his present posliion,

We visited with Archbishop Marclano Roasell
Arellano, who i a native of Guatemala.

" Because he was nice enough to go Into detall In

our Interview we do not want to guote him, even

:h;:kugh no resirictions were placed by him on our

alth,

But another source, cannected closely to the Cath-
-

urch in Guatemnala, said It was possible that
?rl:: g:hmmurusts could take over the country. But,
he added, al this tima they were In no position to
doHsemuid that actually there were only two really
dangerous lats In Guat la with several

misguided, weak followers.

hl!ﬂirgresi ent of Guatemala, Jacobo Arbenz Gus-
man, |8 & vietlim of both xides, our source said.

The communists and the viclous propagandists
have not only damaged Gualemala under Pres.
Arbenz Guzman economically but have damaged the
sensible forces which could work with the United
States.

QOur source said he felt thal the most that the
Preaident of Guatemala could be charged with was
being & weak person, who was under extmordinan.r
pressure which has forced him inte the communlsis
hands,

Here are some of the things that the President of
Guatemala is working out 'n order to move his
country forward out of communism.

He has just completed a survey of the remaining
1ok of the Pan-American Highwaf‘

This survey was worked out partly by an American
serlal mapping group. The group was Btatloned In
Guatemala {or the purpose of mapping from the air
and from the ground this highway area of Guatemala.

‘This U, S, mapping group is under the supervision
of the U. 5. Army ?ﬂ co-operation with the Guate
malan army,

The Gualemalan Army {s 09 per cent free from
communist control or Ideas,

This mapping commission ls working out maps
and surveys of a)l Central and South Amerlesn
countries and Gualen]ala is Number Ome as far ua
100 cent co-operation goes,

'I‘l'lp:':‘ b 0?1: newapaper 18 E! Imperial and the
top bannerllne of January 14, 8 columns acrusy the
front page, was Senator Wlley's 22.points on com-
munlsm in Guaternala.

This fine newspaper also, we are told, prints ltema
which cou!d be constdered detrimental to U, 8. In-
terests.

We mention this because Senalor Wiley recelved
mere publicity and a larger front page play on his
22-points in Guatemals than he did In any paper in
the United States'

FPoasibly the reason for this 1a because the Catholle
Church of Guatemale, which controls 95 per cent of
the people, is unhampered by the government or tha
comriunists.

‘The newapaper has a tree flow of news.

The army undoubtedly never will be communistic.

If the three forelgn companies which control 90
Pper cent of Guatemala's lHe-line would join a cone
structive program of saying “let’s get Guatemala
roliing forward ecomomically” then the communist
rcare in Guat ia would 4l the same am it
disappeared in Mexico,

In fact the scare Is built up out of 90 per cent
propaganda and 10 per cent facts.

& made & suggewiion to the Americon interess
down there to get Guatemala rolling forward.

But this fell on deaf ears. .

One of the men we were talking to represenied
1he monopoly and he was the same man who played
with the reactionaries In Venezuels a few years ago
who were anil-Unfted States.

He also opposed the young group which was pro-
Unlted States, until the young group put a bullet hole
ihrough hils statlon wagon and then they took over
Venezuela.

Guatemala should explolt her tourist billtien,

Gualemala i3 one of the most atiractive areas In
the world and the hotels there are unautpazsed in
the hemisphere, afthough at this time they are S0
per cent emply. '

There s & group which we would like to AEgeat
that President Elsenhower send te Guatemals.

We belleve that i President Eisenhower would
ask these gentlemen to go to Guatemala for a con-
ference, at thelr own e:_?ense. that they would get
Guatemala golng forward ralher than backward,

The men we think best qualified are: Dr. Miion
Eisenhower, Nelson Rockefeller, Bishop Sheen, Ed-
ward Pauley, Neviile Penrose, Bllly Rose, H. J.
Porter, Joe DiMaggio, Wiltlam Bauer, Harry imuher,
Hugh Baillie and Haroid Stassen.

Thix rour could organlze the three United States
maonopolies In Guatemals with the business Interests
and the government and siart a flow of at least a
hundred million touriste dollars a vear to that beauti-
1ul country of perpelual spring.

And because of this there would ba no room for
commupism in Guatemailal










Ministry of Economy and Labor. The bank would assist
the land reform by providing necessary credits for those
working their new lands. The bank would also provide
working capital for small farmers, those owning less than
222 amcres, who are not affected by the reform law,

Thirty-five large plantations owned by the govern-
ment have beeen divided among individuals and
® cooperative groups. Those benefiting are those

who previously worked the same lands when the

land wag government property.
3.809 person have received 23,780 acres as individual allot-
ments. 1,743 workers organized into cooperatives have been
given 5,850 acres for exploitation by their cooperative asso-
ciations,

Of privately held uncultivated lands, parts of 39 plant-
ations will be expropriated with compensation based on the
tax value declared by their former owners. These lands
total 27,990 acres for which the owners will receive 390,276
quetzales,

213 peasants have already received two tracts of land
totaling 2,065 acres. This formerly uhused land is going
into production at once to add to the national wealth,

“To recapitulate,” eaid Pres. Arbenz in his message,
“147,890 acres have already been expropriated; and of na-
tional as well as private properties, 31,704 acres have been
put in the hands of the pensants.”

So far, 5,785 families in the country-side have received
benefit from the distribution of the land.

The Supreme Court has denied the injunction asked

9 by Compaftia Agricola Guatemaiteca (subsidiary of

® the United Fruit Co.) to halt condemnation pro-

== ceedings against 119,900 geres of land, uncultivated
or abandoned by the company.

The National Agrarian Council had recommended the
expropriation after careful study. The company will be
compensated according to the terms of the land law as are
other owners similarly affected,

The land will be turned over to peasants to hold on life-
time lease or as long as they cultivate it,

Guatemala is kmown as one of the most picturesgue
1 countries in the world. In its territory the native
* culture reached the highest level in the Americas.

Sylvanus G. Morley American scholar and Ma-
yan authority, said the founders of the Guatemalan
Mayan culture may be considered, “without fear of success-
ful contradiction, the most brilliant indigenous population
of the planet.”

Guatemala is also known gz the land of eternal spring
for its even climate, for ils excellent mountain grown coffee,
and &g a country of great fascination for tourists. Tourist
travel to Guatemala increased this year.

with the ageless pageantry equailed nowhere in the
world except in Seville, Spain. The devout Catholic
population of Guatemala throngg the streetg for

11 Holy Week in Guatemala is celebrated, as always,
| ]

the re-enactment many of the sacred processions of
medieval times. In Guatemala City and Antigua, the “cucuru-
chos"” parade in costumes of a style sanctified by centuries.
Throughout the nation, the people fills the churches
for the traditional ceremonies, Shopping is done before
Wednesday of Holy Week, for the merchants will close their
shops from Wednesday until the Monday after Easter.

The government, as it has since 1944, gives all employes
paid holidays from Wednesday through Easter Sunday. Con-
gress aleo recegseg acording to custom for the sacred cele-
brations. Guatemala dedicates itself to its religious faith.

is a government agency designed to stimulate agri-
cultural and industrial production. The task of
special studies, organization of new industries, ap-
plication of new industrial methods, scientific de-
velopments, technical improvements, —all come within the
scope of INFOP.

Recent accomplishments include new centers for mecha-
nized agriculture, increased production of basic foodstuffs,
increase in agricultural producls for industrial use, con-
tinued work on a geologicel map, studies of fertilizers, milk
pasteurization, and many other studies. Investigations deal-
ing with industria] planning, farm credit, and forestry me-
thods continue,

Cotton gins and a plant for the extraction of vegetable
oila have been established.

1 2 The Ingtituto de Fomento de la Produccwdn (INFOP)
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attention from INFGP is crop storage. A central
grain elevator, the first in the nation, will be fin-
ished this year. It will have a capacity of 12,000
metric tons. Regional grain elevators are in

One of the problems which has received special
13.
_

Process,

The purpose is to stabilize prices on basic commodities
that fluctuate with the seasons: such as, corn, wheat, rice
and beans. Not only the price fluctuations that follow har-
vests will be minimized, but waste resulting from rot and
pests which accompany inadequate storage will be lessened
by modern storage methods.

The level of the international reserves of Guate-
1 4 mala, which can be used as a measure of the coun-
® try's external monetary position, has risen 11% in

little more than a Yyear.

This is mostly due to increases in the value
of coffee exports, Increasing by $4.752,000, these reserves
have risen from § 43.288,000 at the end of December 1951
to § 48.040,000 at the end of February 1953.

Money supply shot up $ 3.243,000, from § 76.083,000 in
February 1952 to a figure of $ 79.326,000 at the end of Feb-
ruary 1953, Of the total increase $ 2.302,000 was of foreign
origin, a fact which indicates that the jump in the money
supply was the result of external factors.

During the same period, money of interna} origin also
was expanded, In accordance with the liberal credit policy
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Guatemala has followed in order to foster productive activ.
ities since the monetary reform of 1946. This expansion
undoubtedly has contributed to the rise in the national
income,

The level of prices remained relatively stable during
this period, ag shown by the following figures: the index of
wholesale prices in Guatemafa City reached 1428 (base
1946 = 100} at the end of February 1952 but at the end of
February 1953 it stood at 141.7. This indicates that prices
were actuslly 1.1 points lesg than in the same month of the

past year.

1 op satisfactorily in 1952. This favorable condition

® wag due, primarily, to the complete freedom from

= exchange controls, which has prevailed for many
yeara.

In its commercial policy the country has complied
scrupoluosly with the apirit of the Bretton Woods agree-
ments, end every cffort was made to foster multilateral
trade and ¢o avoid restrictions of any kind. Thug foreign
trade was governed primarily by world market conditions
and other natural forces determining demand and supply
of internationally traded goods.

The balance of trade for the past year was favorable
to the amount of $ 11.7 million. Exports increascd substan-
tially, rising from $ 76.1 mllion in 1951 to $ 89.5 million in
1952,

More than 83% of the 1952 tots! went to U.S.A. which
ia also the main source of imports for the country. In 1952
imports fron the United States were valued at $ 54.3 million,
A rough breakdown of this figure is: machinery and motor
vehicles, $§ 13.2 million; textiles and textile producta, § 84
million; chemical products, $ 5.7 million. The remeinder
consisted primarily of metals, metal products, processed
foods, beverages, live animals, meat products, and paper.

Coffee continued to be Guatemala's main export and
source of foreign exchange, As coffee production reached
an all-time high in the history of the country and prices
were also at a high level, the country earned more dollars
than ever before through these shipments, Their value
amounted to 81.8% of all exports during 1952. Listed in
order of importance, other products sold in the world market
were bananas. chicle, lumber, abaca and essential oils.

The 1951-52 coffee crop, the largest to date, was 1.710,912
hundredweight. The United States purchased 87.55% of this
coffee harvest. Its export value was 71,072,822 quetzales,
1 der consideration several projects of great impor-

® tance for the nation's welfare. They are:
¥==""""a) the establishment of a national farm bank,
b) the construction of a hydro-clectric plant with a
capacity of 30,000 kilowatis, at Jurin, which will meet the in-

The foreign trade of Guatemala continued to devel-

The government of the Republic at present has un-

creasing demand for energy in the central part of the coun-

‘try,

¢) the construction of an asphalt highway project to
connect the production and distribution centers in the Pacific
coast region, as well as highways to the borders of neigh-
boring eountries,

d) the construction of a port at Santo Tomés on the

"Atlantic side, to supply all the modern, technical facilities

Guatemala needs to carry its expanding foreign trade.

The completion of the works will undoubtledly require
a period of severa)l years,

On March 13 of this year congresg authorized the Exe-
cutive Branch to issue bonds not to exeeed the amount of
20 millon quetzales to finance these government projects,

The planned issue is of the following nature:

a) Total amount to be igsued: 20 million gueizales;

b) Maturity: 10 years from date of issue;

c} Interest: 5% per annum;

d) Amortization: Some bonds will be called each year

until the whole issue is amortized:

e) Form of issue: bearer bonds issued at face value;

f) Agent: Bank of Guatemala;

g) Funds: Redemption, interest payments and other ex-
penses will be financed by revenues from the following sourc-
es: new taxes on liquors, increase in existing taxes on cer-
tain Juxury articles, port fees, and finally by income obtain-
ed from Lhe operation of the public works which are being
financed with these bonds. The bonds are unconditionallv
gueranteed by the state,

h) Tax status: exempt from all existing and future
taxes,
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Chief of the Armed Forees, Col. Carlos Enrigue
Dlaz, recently took the oath required by the consti-
® tution before congress. '

In his message marking the ceremony he spoke
of the specific role of the army in relation to the
public life of the country. Especially signhificant was the
following: “Inasmuch as the army is made up of 99% agri-
cultural laborer— since they are the ones who comply with
the military service, mandatory under the constitution to
all citizens — it was felt of interest, and as the most effec-
tive eoopefation which the army could lend to the agrarian
law, to create a school of mechanized agriculture and a
series of conferences dealing with the general aubject of
farming and animal husbandry. The courses were to in-
clude 635 hours for troops before discharge from the service.
The object was to teach modern methods of obtaining great-
er yields from the soil for the good of the discharged men,
the national economy, and the people. The instruction was
started Sept./29 last year."

If you wish to receive this bulletin, please send your name and address to the Office
of information and publicity of the Presidency, National Palace, Guatemala City.
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unfurling the banner of independence with the warm advice
of Hidalgo and the prophetic gestures of Morelos; when the
great Benitp Juarez raised his program of progress and
bdloody battle againgt foreign intervention jointly with the
tricolor banner: and when the just cyclone of the Mexican
Revolution was made a mission in the hards of Madero,
became the peasant ery In the profound voice of Zapata,
marched victoriously behind the cavalrymen of Viila and
Obregon, became legality and justice through the wisdom
of Venustiano Carranza, and finally became agrarian reform
and oil expropriation, life of the natlonal recovery of MeXico
in the thought and action of Lazaro Cardenas, the anti-
fascist struggle for democratic liberties in the plain firm-
ness of Avila Camacho, and the great material works and
work for education in tha term of office of attorney Miguci
Aleman.

It is well known that the struggle for independence af
the Mexican peopla at the beginning of the 19th Century
had more influence than any other of the anti-colonial move-
menls for emangipation in Latin America on the decision
of our own people to obtain their political liberation from
the Spanish Crown: histary records that the liberal reform
of the great Juarez also contributed a great deal to the Te-
form begun by General Justo Rufino Barrios in 1871; and
that several of the eaperiences of the Mexican Revolution
influenced our people to chart their course through the
democratic Octaber revolution of Guatemala,

But above all, it has been the heroism, firmness gngd
patriotism of so many illustrious sons of Mexico with which
they have defended their country against foreign interven-
tion ag well as Mexico’s respect for the right of self deter-
mination of other peoples which havp served Us as exem-
plary guides.

Because of thig it is fully justified that the Chief of
Armed Forces of Guatemala, Col. Carlos Enrique Diaz, as
A faithful cxponent of the patriotism and loyaliy of the
Guatermalan army towards our country, should hava headed
‘the delegetion that had the wmisgion of deoorating Pres
Ruiz Cortines with the Order of the Quetzal; and that the

MESSAGE FROM THE

When Guatemala withdrew from the Organization of
Central American Stetes (ODECA) and publicly denounced
the existence of an international plot to overthrow its go
vernment, a wave of cohtinental opinion approved its con~
duet. Suport of the right to repel any form of intervention
in the internal affairs of Latin American couniries was algo
expressed.

From the Mexican congress came the following statg-

ment:
“The Congress of Mexico can do no less than feel iden-

If you wish to receive this bulletin, please send

Guatemnalan cpdets should have rendered homage of ad-
miration and sympathy to the child heroes of Mexieo who
perished in defense of the independence of their country,
and to the heroes of Mexican liberty that won a free and
sovereign country with their struggle,

You are correct, General Sanchez Hernandez, when you
say "It is above all in the unanimous love for liberty, in the
similarity of democratic institutions, and in the voluntary
observance of the norms of Internmationel Law Where the
fricndship of Mexico and Guatemala is most deeply rooted,”
and I subscribe to your words when you say that “the pre-
sent cordiai relations between our two countries” are at
the same time due to the decision that animates you to
“sacurc true peace, the lasting peace that the world needs.”
And I emphasize your words because it j8 precisely our love
of democratic liberties, our respect of the norms of Interna.
tional Law, and our fervent attachment to peace which dle-
tate our patriotie and unshakeable will to defend at ahy cost
the national sovercignty, and to repel any forelgn interven-
tion in the internal affmirs of Guatemala, whatever
their otigin may be and whatever may be the excuse
for the attempt at aggression. There can be no peace
among nations, no observance of Internations) Law,
nor consgolidation of a regime of democratic liberties, it
they are not joined at the same time to the respect of other
people, and to the right that all people have to select the
povernment which 18 most in accord with their interests.

Your Excellency:

Again receive my expressions of gratitude for having
accomplished with 8o mueh kindness the misslon entrusted
ta yau by the illustrious government of His Excellency the
President of the United Mexican States, don Adolfo Ruiz
Cortines, and tell him that the inslgnia of the Mexican Or-
der of the Aztec Eagle will always remind me of the cordlal
relationg of true friendship that unite Mexico and Guatema.
la, and extend to him at the same time my most fervent
wishps fpr the prosperity of the people of Mexico and for
his persgnal wcll-being .and accept these same good wishes
for youraelf.

MEXICAN CONGRESS

tified with the Guatemalan nation in defense of the sacred
principles of independence, of nou-intervention, and con-
stant resect for national determination whiph the republics
of this continent have enirusied o the Charter of Bogota
as an inalienable part of the pattern that directz the inter-
American community.”

The message was signed by the standing committee of
the Mexican congress, composed of Jose Rodriguez Claveria,
president, and Emipgdio Martinez Adams and Jose Huarte
Osorio,

your name and address to P, 0. Box 107, Guatemala

City, Guatemala, or to Embassy of Guatemala: 1614 18th Street N. W., Washington, D. C. — Guatemalan
Consulate: 408 So. Spring St. Los Angeles 18, California. — Guatemalan Consulate: 30 Rockefeller Plaza,
Suite 1430, New York 20, New York. — Guatemalan Consulate: 301-302 Pan American Building, P.0. Box
1286 New Orleans 10, Louisiana, — Guatemalon Consulate: 461 Market Street, San Francisco 3, California.
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QUATEMALA OFFERS...

(from front page)
freight rates of the International Railway of Central America
as well as to the monopoly of that company on the present
. port factlities.

Thanks to the measures of the government, El Salvador
will have access to the Atlantic by a route that follows the
highway of Chiquimula and Zacapa, joins the new Atlantic
Highway at Marmol, and ends at the port of Santo Tomas.
By this road El Salvador will have an outiet on the Atlantie
by way of 309 kilometers of first class highway.

It should be mentioned that a great part of Salvadorean
imports come from the Atlantic across Guatemala and are
obliged to pay the exceasive ratea imposed by the FRCA.

In considering the economic needs of its nelghboring
country, Guatemala demonstrates its desire for friendship
and collaboration of Central Amerlcan countries,

MILK BTERILIZATION PLANT

After a thorough study of milk production in Guate-

mala, ## was found that the country was losing In

® excesa of 3,000 gallons of milk daily through bacterial
== econtamination.

This fact hast induced the Isstituto de Fomento de ln
Produccion to plan the erection of a milk sterllizing plant
that will make it possible to keep milk over long periods
without the refrigeration which is 80 scarce in Guatemals.

The plant would have a eapacity for sterllizing from
2500 to 5,000 galionas of mllk daily., The maln plant would
be located in the outskirts of Guatemala City. There would
be two refrigerating plants; one each in the towns of Los
Cerritos and Taxisco. These latter sites are in the zone of
the greatest millk production,

The cost of the construction program isg estimated ut
Q 266,000. Initially the technical admlinistration would be
in the han@s of the INFOP. When sufficient experience
made it possible, the administration would be by a milk
producers’ cooperative,

The importance of the plant cay be measured by its
expected results: the saving of 3,000 gallons of milk now
lost daily; the convenience of belng able to keep natural
milk for long periods without refrigeration: and the lower-
ing of the present price of milk by nearly half which would
place milk within the reach of thousands unable to pay the
present prices.

NATIONAL INCOME

The preliminary estimates of the gross national product

5 prepared by the Bank of Guatemala reveal that the

» national economy has continued to expand rapidly

ssam ¢ven before the initiation of the projects for economic

development scheduled by th?ﬁsovemmem of the republic
for the years 1953 through 1956.

Statistica for the ye:ig 1951 and 1952 serve as a basis
of these comments. In 1 the gross natibnal product in
monctary terms (at current prices) was Q 522.322,300 while
in 1952 it rose to Q 541.891,100, registering an increase
of 3.7%.

In real terms (at 1948 prices), however, the gross
nationa] product shows a larger increase due to the fact
that the price level was lower during 1952. In 1951 the
level of the rea] groms national product was Q 366.565,000
wthlll; .51;: 1952 it amounted to @ 412.588,800, indicating a rise
o .

Population estimates made the Gieneral Bureau of
Statistics listed a total of 2.930, personsg in 1851 and
2998769 in 1952. By relating these flgures to the volume
of groas national product, it can be seen that the 1951 per
capita groas natlonal product wasa Q 178.20 and in 1952 it
was Q 180,70 In monetary termg (at current prices). In
real terms (at constant prices) the 1951 per capita gross
aatlg?glg product was Q 12506 and in 1952 it Increased to

There can not he any doubt that, with the public in-
vestment program being Inltlated this year, the rate of
growth of national income will be accelerated. At the same
time, as the government stimulates capita) formation, the
standard of living of the people will he ratsed.

ACTIVITIBS OF THE INSURANCE
COMPANIER

The government of the republic has been giving all
the necessary help to the insurance companies in order

a to expand further thls form of institutional savings
wmme Within the natlonal economy. Such savings will con-
tribute to the monetary resources available for the financing
of part of the country's economic development. With this
purpose in mind, o Jaw was passed whereby all insurance
companles were obliged to Invest their technical reserveg In
the country.

As & result of recent resclutions of the Monetary Board,
a plan has been completed for entering into a satlafactory
a ent with the foreign life insurance companies; such
plan provides for these companies to invest in the country
the amount of the dollar reserves accumulated from their
operations in Guatemala. This arrangement wiil facilitate
the mvestment by the foreign companies of over three mlil-
'lion dollarz in 4% interest bonds to be paid in quetzales or
in U.S. dollars at the election of the holders,

The proceeds of the Investment will be destined prim-
arlly to agricultural and industriai development., This will
undoubtedly result in increased Imports of machlnery and
other capital goods necessary for increased productivity in
these flelds.

The amount of premiums collected in 1931 wag Q2.551,700,
while in 1952 it amounted to Q 2.870,500. The [act must be
pointed out, however, that duripg the latter year, foreigm
life insyrance companies did not issue any new policies in
the country yntil the abgve mentloned arrangement was
completed. The Guatemalan market for insurance began
its rapld growth a few yenrs ago. The present level of
development in the Insurance field and the enthusiasm of
the publie, leads to the conclusion that in some years momw
this form of saving wlll be an item of great importsnce
among the sources of capital needed to accelerate the
natonal investment program.
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The map of Guatemala, shown above, indicates the prineipal highways as they will appear when the four year

construetlon program is completed. No map, unless it be 8 combined relief and weather map, can give an idea of the
highway engineers must cope. Road huilding is tortuously
In the coastal lowlands the

topographlcal and climatic conditions with which Guaternalan
But the need

slow and costly through the volcano studded moutaln range that paralleis the Pacific coast,
six month ralny season slows construction and makes meintainance of finished sections very expensive.
for better communicationa if many Isalated productive areas are to be integrated into the national economy s so urgent
that the completion of the unfinished portions ranks first in the program for public works of the present administration.
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Guatemala’s National Indian Institute

Authorized by a governmental decree on Auguat 28, 1945,
the Muatitulo Indigentta Naciomal was eatablished as a
research, advisory, and planning agency to serve government
departmenta on Indlan affalrs, In October that year, Guate-
mala becarmne the fourteenth country to affiliate with the
Inter-American Inodian Institute.

A founder and the first dlrector of the Institute, the
Inte Antonio Goubaud Carrera, a distinguished social an-
thropologist, charted the course of =clentific Investigation
and conerete work that is continued teddy under the able
and enthuslastic leadership of Joaguin Noval

Guatemnala offers a rich and varied field for the work
of the Institute, According to the 1950 census, the native
Indian pepulation is 535% of the nation's total, Twenty
Indian languages, nineteen of them stemming from the Maya-
Quiche tongue, have beey tallied by the Institute.

Work has been done on many mspects of Indian culture:
languages, the typical costumes, diet, farming methods,
ghelter, religlous bellefs, community politica] crganization,
family life and the soclal customs that distinguish Indian
from non-Indian Guatemalans.

VARIED NATURE OF ACTIVITIES

The Instltute’s archives contain the decuments and
publications of many foreign sociel acientista who have
studled Guatemalan Indlan culture. The Institute has pub-
lished only part of ita own research.

Regular reports are made to the Inter-American Insti-
tute. A synthesls of the agrarian reform law wag trans-
lated and published in the Quiche, Cakchiquel, Mam and
Kekchi languages. Recordings were made of these trans-
lations as few Indians are literate. The law on leaging of
land was translated into Cakchiquel., An eight section study
¢f rural credit practices wag publiched for the use of INFOP
(Institute for Incressing Production) in establishing a ru-
ral eredit system.

The law for the protection of Indlan textiles was trana-
lated into five languages. The Guaiemalan national anthem
was translated Into four languages at the request of the
ministry of education. Motion pictures dealing with sanita-
tion and hyglene were suppliad with translations into four
Indlan tongues of the spcken commentary,

At the request of UNESCO, tranalations into four Im-
dian tongues were made of the “Declaration of the Rights
of Man", Recordings were also made of the declaratlon, A
study of regionat markets in Guatemala has been published
Regular bulletins in magazine form are often monographs
oni some specitic itudy of the Institute,

The Institute has collaborated with or furnistied In-
formation te the Inter-American Educational Cooperative
Service, United Natlons, International Labor Office, Pan-
American Union, Inter-American Institute, Nutrition Insti.
tute of Ceniral America and Panama, International Banle
for Development and Reconstruction, and other foreign
groups and individuals requesting data or cooperation.

INDIAN MUNICIPALITIES

An idea of the detailed labor with which the field work-
ers find themselves confronted may be gained from the fact
that a study of the organization of Indlan municipallties
has already required studles of more than twe hundred
Indian communities and the work still continues,

A brief summary of this municipality study is intereat-
ing for the light it throws on Indlan social structure at the
community level. The following highlighta are taken trom
an Institute bulletin.

Before the coming of the Spanlard, Indians did not live
in towns and citles. ‘The old metropolitan centers; such as,
Utatlan, Iximche, Zaculeu and others famillar to arcleo-
logists were the religious and administrative centers of the
tribes, Inhabited principally by the chiefs and priests The
main body of the people was scattered over the farmlands.

Spanish priests and civll authorities in the sixteentn
century began gathering the Indians into urban centers
Municipalities evolved, patterned after the Spanish, but
made to conform to Indian soclal custom. Such municipal-
ities were often city states, with a main population center
as well ag nearby villages and scattered rural dwellings in-
cluded within their boundarlea. Studles of the Institute
reveal that their distinct polltico-soelal] structure hag endured
to modern times.



CIVIL AND RELIGIOUB FUI?’CTI ONB

Duties of municipal officers are closely related to dutles
within the religious organizations of the locality. Two or.
gamzations, political ang religious, offer a ladder of offical
posttions which representz to the Indlan the soclal ladder of
his group.

The young man, who usually starts his publle career
at age slxteen when he is considered adult, gerves alternately
in parallel political and religious offices. Duty to his people
is so thoroughly recognized as a personal obligation that
few public offices are paid.

The full time posltions are sp arranged that posts are
held for only a year with a year intervening hefore the next
Job in the scale comes up. The off year permits the Indian to
devote his full efforts to earning a living. Usually two of-
ficers hold the same function so that they can alternate the
work in eight day periods and permit themselveg time for
their personal work. - :

. The woman is significant in the soclal scale only through
the position of her husband. A widow ls tendered the respect
which custom dictated for her deceased husband. If she
re-marries one lower in the social heirarchy of the com-

fnunity than her dead husband, her own social status and
the community’s deference to her position decline in the
same order. An unmarried woman has no social standing.

LOCAL CUSTOMSB DIFFER

Customs vary with the regions, but usually the man
enters public service as a mayordome in a religious frater-
nity. His next public position may be as a municipal of-
ticer in the lower ranks of alguaciles, regidores, or mayores.
Thus his service progresses through the ranks of lower to
higher mayordomo in the religious brotherhood, to Primer
Mayordomo and finally to the highest post, dlcalde de Co-
Jradia.

The scale of clvil offices rung through alguacil, regidor,
mayor, sindico, comisario municipal, to the highest, aloclde

Having reached the peak in both municipal and religious
offices, the Indian passes to the ranks of the principalss.

No important community decision iz taken without the
approval of the principales. The principales usually name
the individuals who hold non-elective offices. Ag an elder of
the community, a principal is often consulted on personal
dlsputes and matters on which his experience makes him
an authority. _

A knowledge of the politico-religious heirarchy must
take into account the different types of “specialists” on
matters of the supernatural world of the Indian.

Athough the “specialist” is not equaliy feared in every
place, the Institute always seeks to determihe how hia view-
" point will affect its studies or a4 glven government program,

In passing, it may be noted that the typical municipal
. organization Is changing becauge of the participation, par-
. ticularly of the younger men, in the activities of the new
political parties,

PRACTICAL USE MADE OF RESEARCH

This and other Information developed by the Imsttute
has countless practical uses, Compaigns for health and
aanitation, education, better farming methods, civle tmprove-
ment, —all are made easler as a result of knowledge of the
customs angd traditions of the Indian municipalitiea

A current educational experiment using the Indian alpha-
bet ls being conducted in Alta Verapaz by the miniwbey of
education and the national committee for literacy with the
cooperation of the Institute, Experience in other countries
hag shown that the Indlan, literate in his own language,
more easily becomes literate in the dominant tongue,

An adult elucationa] program was launched last March
among the Kekehi, a cultural group of about 300,000. Text
books prepared under the direction of the Institute by a
group of bi.lingual teachers are used. Classes are. held at
night and aimed at the age group fifteen to forty years, Six
experimental classes are under way, The center of oper-
ations is in San Pedro Carcha, an Alta Verapaz communilty of
55,000 population,

SCHOOL BOOKS IN KEKCHI

The four Hlustrated texts used are: 1. Kekchi .albhabet;
2, Reading in Kekchi; 3. Spanish with the Kekchi alphabet:
4. Reading Spanish with the Spanish alphabet.

Three hundred students are busy masfering the symbols
for the ten vowels and twenty-five cansonants of Kekchi.
More than a hundred others have already learned the alpha-
bet and are reading in the Kekrhl language from the second
text. :

All of the students are campesinos; that ls, peasants or
farm workers. Most are between twenty-five and thirty
vears of age. It is slgnificant to note that twelve are women,

Thelr livelihood comes from growing corn, squash, fruits,
coffee, and the sugar cane from which they make a crude
sugar called panela. During the coffee harvest, familiea work
for the big coffee growers.

It Is reported that they are delighted with the op-
portunity to learn to read their own language, Juan de Dioa
Rosales, Guatemalan anthropologist leading the tield work
on the project, states that many more Indlans than can be
served are agking for instruetion in reading and writing.

LANGUAGE STUDIES MADE

Behind this experiment lies the work accomplished at
the six day language conference held in November, 1949.
That conference, aiso sponsored by the ministry of educatlon,
the committee for literacy, and the Institute, was attended
by educators, social scientists, and linguists in the Indlan
tongues.

Bi-lingual experts represented the following languages:
Quiche, Cakchiquel, Tzutujil, Mam, Kanjobal, Jacalteca, Chuj,
Aguateca, Kekehi, Pokomchi, Pokoman, and Chorti.

It was found that a comprehensgive alphabet required
fifty.eight symbols, but that the foyr principal languages,
spoken by §5.8% of the indigenouys peoples, could be repre.
sented by forty-seven symbois.

The simplified alphabet, based on Spenish letters angd






Notes on UFCO

The execution of the Agrarian Reform Law, as might
have been anticipated, has encountered sharp opposition
from large holders of uncultivated lands. Among this group
la the United Fruit Co. end its affiliate, Lo Compafifa Agri-
tola de Guatemala. Perhaps because it is the largest private
landholder, it has been most vocal in its opposition to the
law, in spite of the favored position it has held in Guatemala
for many years.

Nevertheless, it would be strange that Guatemala should
receive a protest from the U, S. state department on August
28, the second inspired by UFCO, if it were not for a fact
pointed out by Pres. Arbenz in a speech in May, 1953:

“The present fight, then, is between the party of the
great majority of the people and the party of the great land-
lords and the privileged foreigners, This latter party would
have almoat no backing If it were not that with the object of
defending their interests ag the Mexican General Alvaro
Obregon stated In an historlc manifesto °...the privileged
foreigners always seek the ald of their respective govern-
ments. .."”

It has been charged that Guatemala has discriminated
against forelgn as opposed to natlona] landholders. There
han been discrimination, but it has been the other way a-
round. A study of the contracts made with UFCO in violation
of the national constitution and the law of the land shows
that UFCO and similar Interests have been favored over
Guatemalan nationals,

These contracts, fully exposed by the Guatemalan juriat,
QOscar de Leon Aragon, are analyzed in “Los Contritos de la
United Fruit Company y las Compadfas Muelleras ex Guate-
mala,” a publication of the ministry of economy and labor,
UFCO contracts, sp clearly prejudicial to Guatemalan in-
terests, are so glanted in favor of UFCO that the chicanery
of long since repudiated dictatorial governments which made
thern {s obvious.

Yes, the question of discrimination in faver of UFCO
doea exist.

“Las Finanzar Publicas y ol Desarrollo Econdmico de
Guatemala,” by Adler, Schlesinger, and Olson, published in
Mexico In 1952, states:

“The three greatest foreign enterprises which operate
in Guatemala — the United Friut Company (including its
affiliate the Compofila Agricola,) the Electric Company, and
the International Rallways of Central America (TRCA) —
are alsp exempt from this tax (progressive tax on profits —
ed.) in aceord with thé conditions of their original conces-
siona.”

The legality of Decree 900, the Agrarlan Reform Law,
is not In doubt. The right of eminent domeain recognized by
U. 8. law also prevalls in Guatemala.

Many Guatemalan landholders have felt injured because
the natlon compensated them for expropriated lands at their
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declared tax valuation instead of & price set by themselves,
but only UFCO has been able to appeal to the state depart-
ment of & great natlon to Intervene in ltg dispute over
valuation,

The question of just compensation and equitable treat-
ment are to be judged on the facts and the law of Guatema-
la, The foreign minister of Guatemala has snnounced that
the U, S. proteat will be studled and answered when ita
complete contents are known to the Guaternalan government.

National Farm Divided

Distribution of the lands of the national farm calléd
Concepeion on August 22 was marked with a day long cel-
ebration, Concepcion with its annexes La Eminencla, El
Volean, Chaguite, Colorado, and Santa Isabel, has nearly
13,000 acres. It Is one of the largest and richest of the
national farms,

Hundreds of peasants joined In the fiesta that accornpa-
nled the division of the land. Typical marimba music, dane-
ing, the traditional fireworks, and speechma king highlighted
the festlvitles.

The agrarian teform law, aimed at putting uncuitivated
lands into production, also provides for the parceling out
of all natlonal farms, eultivated or not.

Much of Concepeion is in full production of coffee, sugar
cane, corn and ¢attle. Tt includes good pasture lands, tim-
ber areas, and uncultlvated areas suitable for coffee, cane
and other crops. Near Escuintla, the farm is In the richest
agricultural area of the natlon, well watered, and with a
twelve month growing season.

More than a thousand head of horses and cattle were
turned over to the land claimants. Tractors and other farm
meachinery with an upkeep center are at the disposal of the
new, independent farmers. Some of those recelving land
and cattle were women, an expression of the expanding role
women are playing in the country,

Part of the land is set apart for a mode}! orchard to be
maintained in cooperation with the ministry of argriculture.

Alfonso Martinez, head of the national agrarian depart.-
ment, congratulated the beneficiaries of the land distribution
in the name of Pres. Arbenz. Other speakers represented
the pro-government politleal partles, and workers and
peasants organizations.

An old peasant leader, Gabriel Camey, president of the
local argrarian commitiee, spoke, 'Brothers, the moment
has come at last when we find ourselves masters of the land,
thanks to the intrepid fight of the peasants and the
revolutionary honesty of our great president, Col. Jacobo
Arbenz. Now we are ready to make the soll produce the
maximumn. At laat the land is ours. “Hoy la teTra es ya de
nodotroa!” And the assembled peasants repeated {n a deep
refrain, “Hoy la tierra es ya de nodotros™

Representatives of INFOP, the agricultural ministry,
and Credito Hipotecario Nacional were present,
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UFCO Involves U. S.

What does one say to the uninvited guest who dines at
one’s table, wipes his lips, and then pulls a gun and demands
the famlly silverware?

The United Frult Co. with its seat in Delaware and iis
hands in Guatemala and other Carlbbean countrles has
played the role of uninvited guest for many years,

In return for fabulous concessions In Guatemala, UFCO
signed contracts in 1901, 1924, 1930, and 1936 in which it
expressly agreed NOT TO HAVE RECOURSE TO DIPLO-
MATIC CHANNELS IN ANY MANNER FOR ANY REA-
SON IN ANY DISPUTE OVER CONCESSIONS GRANTED
BY THOSE CONTRACTS!

Now, in its dispute with the Guatemalan government
over the application of the Agrarian Reform Law, UFCO
HAS APPEALED TQO THE U. 8, STATE DEPARTMENT
TO INTERVENE on behalf of the company's special priv-
ileges and to demand further special privileges,

The guest hag pulled his gun!

Decree 9500, the Agrarian Reform Law, was the first
real challenge to UFCO's tremendous political power that
has been used to make and unmake Caribbean governments,
to promote dissension within Caribbean countries, to cause
friction between peighboring and friendly countries, and
thereby create the polltical climate in which it could
procure one-sided concesslons that permitted unhampered
exploitation of the resources and manpower of small,
undeveloped countries.

But tha reform law was not aimed at harraasing UFCO
or any other large landholder. It was designed to put into
production hundreds of thousands of acres of uncultivated
land held out of production {n his small, densely populated,
agricultural country where the average peasant family land
holding is 3.1 acres.

Prior to the enactment of the agrarian reform, UFCO
and every other large holder of unused land, Guatemalan
and foreign alike, were put on notice by Pres. Jacobo
Arberz that fundamental changes were going to make a
better distribution of uncultivated lands,

UFCO, which with its afflliate La Compafiia Agricola
de Gluatemals controlled the largest and most fertile acre-
agen in the nation, chose to lgmore the warning of Pres.
Arbenz and continued to hold hundreds of thousands of acres
out of production,

The government moved to execute the lew impartially,
making no distinction between foreign and Guatemalan
landholders, and granting no special exemptions or waivers
to UFCO,

Thus far, 400,000 acres of idle land held out of produc-
tion by UFCO have been expropriated. Without the agrar
lan reform, UFCO could have played dog in the manger
indefinitely with those 400,000 scres. Under the law, land
hungry gmall farmera will put the laend te work immedi-
ately.

For this land UFCO is compensated at the declared tax
value in long term bonds precisely as other landholders,
Guatemalan and foreign, have been compensated.

Time magazine, August 31, agonized because in the
cumpany’s East coast plantation only 88,000 acres would be
left for bananss. UFCO would have no reserve land “for
use when the ruinous Panama disease, a bllght which

attacks the banana plants, forces it to turn present banana
acreage into flood fallow to drown out the fungus”,

In that plantation, “present banana acreage’” conslsts
of only 4,000 acres. The Panama disease takes about ten
years to develop in new land. If no diseased land were
ever turned into flood fallow, the 88,000 acres would provide
enough reserve for a 4,000 acre banang plantation for 220
years!

But UFCO, ignorant of how much preferential treat-
ment is enough, appeals to the U. S, state department to
support its demand for further special privileges, It de.
mands that its unused land receive a special appraisal not
given to Guatemnalan landlords, It demands to be paid in
cash instead of in the bonds given to Guatemalan landlords.
It is unhappy because Bo much of ita idle land hag been
taken over, claiming discrimination, without mentioning
that it had the largest acreages of uncultivated land in the
nation,

The latest result of UFCO’s appeal is the state depart-
ment memorandum of August 28 handed to the Guatemakin
ambaasador in Washington.

Stripped of diplomatic verbiage, that memorandum
boils down to UFCO's demand that Guatemala surrender
its sovereignty and assurne the status of a “banang republic”
by giving UFCC addltlonal privileges which it does not give
its own nationals.

But times have changed!

Already the land reform is working its transformation
in the economic and social life of the people. The clock
will not be turned back. The second half of the twentieth
century demands that esmall ecountries as well as large ones
have the right to use their natural resources as fheir needs
require.

Ask Fair Play

A storm of popular protest touched off by the August
28 memorandum ¢f the United States state department
continues to grow while the Guatemalan government pre-
pares a reply.

Resolutions and statements from organizations, protest
meetings throughout the nation, public parades and dem-
onstrations reflect the concern and resentment of the
people. Letters from municipalities, business and profesajonal
men, farmers, students, teachers and governoment- employees
pour in to the president, the foreign minister, and the daily
papers.

Ire seems to be directed toward the United Fruit Co.
as the instigator of an attack on the right of Guatemala
to run its own affalrs, On September 14, the eve of In-
dependence Day, workers demonstrated before the National
Palace bearing many banners against “foreign intervention”.

The PAR, majority Guatemalan political party, stated
in a special bulletin, “The right of the peoples to freely
exploit their resources and natural products was conflrmed
in an assembly of the United Nations, and our inallenabie
and sovereign right to make and enforce our own laws
nullifies the protest and the concern of the government of
the United States over the applicetion of the Agrarian
Refortn Law™,

In an open letter, the executive committe of the nation-
al teachers’ union published, “...(we) denounce energeti-



cally the maneuvers of the United Fruit Co, or any other
foreign monopoly which scoffa at or disobeys the national
laws which the people in exercise of their sovereignty decree
or may fecree for the development of the economy of the
country and for the popular welfare”,

An association of students of The College of Legal and
Social Sclences, “,..condemns and repudlates all those acts
which viclate or restrict the free determination which
legitimately belomgs to the republic of Guatemala as a
soverelgn state; and in this particular case affirms the
right of the government to reject any intervention !n inter.
nal affairs”.

MEXICAN PRESS COMMENTS

Marlo Ramdén Beteta, eminent Mexican economist, in
an article In Bl Naclonal, important Mexican daily, noted
on September 4, "Guatemala correctly maintains that the
company (UFCO-ed) has been equitably treated, inasmuch
ag the citizens of the country are compensated In the same
way ag the forelgn company. The company cannot justly
clalm privileged treatment'.

Commenting on the statement of a Guatemalan political
party that the memprandum was”...a posgitive menace to
the national govervignty...,” the conservative Mexican
newspaper Ezcolsior stated on September 8, “Fortunately,
the Mexican government's position has always been clear
and poaitive that the right of nations to nationallze their
natural resources was not to be debated, This has been
made clear in ail internationa] gatherings where Mexico
has had a voice, and furthermore la Intimately connected
with national convicton and experiencea”

Independence Day 19353

Today the republic of Guatemala celebrates the 132nd
anpiversary of its independence from Spaln formelized
in a declaration September 15, 1821. No four year war
like that led by George Washington preceded the Guate-
malan breaking of its tles with Europe, but revolts and
risings of artisans, the middle class, and Indlan groupa
against the economlc stranglehold of Spaln and the royal
tributes exacted by the crown took place before independ-
ence.

Scattered risings between 1808 and 1820 were plentiful.
Notable was the revolt led by the Indlan, Manuel Tot, in the
Verapaces in 1813, In 1820, on the eve of Independence,
anothér rebellion was headed by the Indian, Atanaesio Tzul,
and carried to the point where he was actually crowned
as the king of a Quiche Indian group.

The act of independence climaxed the wave of unresti
started by the French revolution and the revolution of
the thirteen American colonfes, Llberal writers in Gua.
temala, such as Pedro Molina and Jose Francisco Barrun-
dia fanned the flames of discontent. Spaln was too weak
In the nineteenth century te check the chaln of events that
freed its colonies In North ad Central America,

"It is difflcult for a small country to be free, independ
ent, and democratic. Today Guatemalans, zensing another

threat to Independence, are celebrating September 15
with a fervor lacking in the past,

After nine years of democracy under the revolutionary
adminfstrations of Presidents Arevalo and Arbenz, the
people reject any submission to forelgn pressure groups
which would plunge the country again into the dark days
of political dictatorship.

PEOPLE CELEBRATE

Celebrations started in the morning of September 12,
with a ceremony at the National Palace in which Guate-
malan flags were presented to representatives of the public
schools. A parade followed through streets lined with
houses decorated with white and blue, the national &olors.

Other events were a marathon race to Port San Jose
from Guatemala City; the inauguration of a new paved
highway from Totonicapan to Quetzaltenango; and the
opening of the eight day Book Falr.

OUn the feollowing day, athletes and sportasmsan para-
ded to the Olympic Stadium for special patriotic ceremonies.
In the neighborhooda there were popular copcerts. Antos
and bicycles in the streets were decorated In white and
blue bunting.

At eight in the morning of September 14, students,
delegates of labor unions, peasants, Boy Scouts, Girl Guides,
nurses and women's groupe gathered at Centra] Park for
B long parade to the monument erected to the fathers
of Guatemalan independence. There wreaths were laid and
special ceremoniea observed.

Marimbas furnished music in the public merkets and
parls of the city, In the evening the ceremony of raising
the flag was attended by thousands in front of the National
Palace,
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This morning, celebration in the traditional manner
started with the explosion of fireworks at one minute after
midnight. The meyor of Guatemala City read the act of
independence. The reading was followed by ealvos of ar.
tillery. The crowd gathered in Central Park sang the na-
tional anthem.

For those who were still in bed, martial bands paraded
at four o'clock in the momning, At six o’clock, honors ware
pald the flag In front of the Natlonal Palace. Simulta-
necusly in the neighborhooda of the city and in the public
markets, citizens sang the ratfonal anthem with a background
of marimba music and the hissing of skyrockets,

At seven military units formed at Central Park for
a parade to the army field, Campo de Marte, Cadet com-
panies from the national milltary academy participated with
army infantry, field artillery, tank and armored car units,
the medical corps, and milltary Bands.

Ceremonies and military exerclses followed at the Cam-
po de Marte.

Ag in the capita) city, so in the municipalities through-
out the country, celebration was continuocus and fervent.

On September 15, 1953, Guatemalans found themselves united
as never before.



Book Fair Success

People from all walks of life thronged to the unique
Book Fair to examine the estimated 15,000 books displayed
and enjoy the music, theater, lectures ang other attractions
offered to stimulate public interest in literature and art.

Open daily from nine in the morning until midnight,
the Book Fair started September 12 and will continue
through September 20, dates chosen to coincide with the
celebration of national independence day. The spacious
Exhibit Room in Guatemala’s beautiful National Palace is
the center of the Fair activities which have attracted many
thousands during the first four days,

There twenty large book stalls, some of them thirty
feet long, are accomodated. There is ample space for fhe
concerts, ballet offerings, movies and lectures in the audi.
torium arranged In the exhibit hall. Large stained glass
windows add to the color of displays of the radlant native
textiles and the painted masks used by the Indians in cer-
emonial dances. The masks and textiles, choice examples
of indigenous art, were furnished by the Archeologlcal Mu-
fReUTT,

The history of printing in Guatemals ig depicted by four
large pane] paintings. Painted by four Guatemalan artists,
the panels show the heiroglyphic writing of the Mayan era,
“the book during the Colonial period, the book of today, and
the book and its relatlon to culture.

Special programs are sponsored by other countries on
days dedicated to those nations, A day honoring France
is sponsored by the French Guatemalan Center. A program
“on the: following day under the auspices of the Guatemalan.
American Institute is dedicated to the United States,

Similarly, the Italian-Guatemalan Center sponsors a
program, and the Chilean Guatemalan Institute another.
Cuba Is represented by a program of the Cuban-Guatemaian
Institute. There are also days dedicated to Mexico and
Central America. Displays of books published in Costa Ri.
ca 4nd the Mexican stafe of Chiapas are shown In stalls,
and from private lbrarles of Spanish Republicans an ex-
hibit of books in Spanish, Basque, and Catalonian includes
works of authors exiled from the Franco regime,

Some of these cooperating groupa have also furnished
speakers, documentary films, films on art, and music.

SALES REFLECT INTEREST

Thirteen local book dealers have stalls in addition to
the non-commercial stands and exhibits, The Boys Scouls
of Guatemala with a large selectlon of books on many
sBubjects are pursuing sales with youthful intensity. Sales
Are an essential feature of the Book Fair's effort to arouse
interest in literature., Buyers are offered a special discount
at the fair and In stores in the pity.

If you wish to receive this bulletin, please send
City, Guatemala, or to Embassy of Guatemala: 1614 18th
Consalate: 408 So.

Tmpresie. O brisiis.

During the first four days the largest sales were reg-
istered in works dealing with economies and social sciences.
One dealer featuring installment sales of encyclopedias and
Bibles reporfed heavy sales of a large, beautifully bound,
illustrated Holy Bible. Other books in demand are bibll
ography, works on painting and sculpture, and poetry.
Authors of the United States are well represented in Span-
ish translations published in Mexico and Argentina.

A locked case display changed every other day exhib
its the first book printed in Guatemala dating back to
1662; the original document of the Declaration of Central
America’s Independence from Spain on September 15, 1821;
the original of Bermal Diaz del Castillo’s work on the
“History of the Conquest of New Spain”, a source book for
many authors since; the “Testament of Brother Pedro de
Betancourt'; Bibles in many languages: and the best works
of contemiporary Guatemalan authors,

Prizes offered by the government of Guatemala in the
interests of culture were presented onh September 14 for
the best works in music, the novel, poetry, painting, soulp-
ture, and the science of teaching, This contest is an annual
affair,

An award was also made for the best poster advertising
the Book Fair in a contest arranged by the Fair committee.

CHILDREN PARTICIPATE

Afternoon programs appeal to children with puppet and
marionette shows, A ehidren's ballet was presented By the
children of the George Washington and other schools, A
round table on the Indgpendence of Guatemala was conduc-
ted on Independence Day by the Socjety of Geography and
History,

A children’s library was presented to a group of chil-
dren patronized by the local Lions' Club in San Juan Sa-
catepequez, United States contributed to this library for
under-privileged children with books donated by the Gua.
temalan-American Institute. . ]

An open air theater In the Central Park near the
Natlona]l Pelace was used for the Book Fair's theatrical
offerings. Three groups, the Garcla Lorca group, the Uni-
versity Art Theater, and the Moblle Fine Arts Theater
Eave shows,

The, popular responge to the Book Fair has greatly
exceeded the expectations of its sponsors, the Guatemalan
House of Culture, and the cooperating groups and individ.
uala, Thousands of volumes were sold at the Fair and
book stores throughout the city are noting increased sales.

The publishing department of the ministry of education,
which was represented with a display at the Fair, was
completely sold out several of its collected edition sets
on the third day of the fair. One experienced book dealer
sald that he was amazed at the interest in hooks developed
through the Fair activities,. Writers and artists were
greatly pleased with the public reception of their etforts.
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Mexicans 1ake Stand with Guatemala

{Continued Jrom page 3.)

profesor Luls Herrara Montes, profesor Franclseo Hinojoss Guarrero,
poeta Efrain Huerta, secretario genergl del Censejo nmclonal de partida-
rios de la paz; licenciada Mireya B. de Huerts, presidenta de ls Unién
democrstica de mujeres mexicanns; licenciedo Xavier leaza, escritor
José Tturriags, general de division Heriberto Jara, exsecretario de ma-
rina, expresidente del Partidc de la Revoluclén Mexicans, presidente
del Consejo naclonal de partidarios de la paz; Julla Jiménez Alarcédn,
presidenta de la Socledad de alumnos de la Escuela naclonal de maes-
traa: Molsés A Jiménez.

Licenciado Horacio Labmstida, exrector de la Universidad de Puebla;
ingenlers José Domingo Lavin, expresidente de la CAmara nacional de
1a Industria de tranaformacién; Heenciado Vicente Lombardo Toledsno,
presidente de la CTAL y del Partldo Popular, vicepresidents de la Fede-
racldn sindleal mundial; lHeeaciado Francisco Léper CAmara, Jorge Lio-
pez Plex, subjefe del Departamento dea cooperacidn intelectual de In
Secretarin de educacién phblica; doctor Luls Lépez Galvin, exsubdirector
de la BEscuela naclonsl de medicina rural del IPN; lcenciadoc Rafael
Lopoz Malo, pintbra Rina Lazo, profesor Jesds Lazcano, director de os-
cuela secundarls; profesor Artuto de Luna Menchaca, representanie na-
clonal de escnelas normales en el SNTE; profesor Pedro Lorede Ortege,
presidente del Seguro dal masstro; profesor José R, Muficz, secretario
geperal de la soocidn de Coshuite del Sindicato naclonal de traba)ade-
res de Ta ed lado B. Menebrito, Joagquln MacGrégor, escri-
tar; José Mmcisldor. l!cen.lado Altonso Magallén, senador Luis C. Man-
jarrez, ingenisro Manuel Marcué Pardifias, director de la revista "Pro-
blemns Agricolaz e Industriales Qe México”; doctor Gustavo Medrano,
profesor Rafael Méndex Agulrre, exdirector general de educasidn pri-
marig” én la repabllca, catedratico del Instituto Polltécnice Naclonal;
ingenierc Manusl Meza Andraca, doctor [gnacie Millan. arquitecto Julio
Moctezuma. Marco Arturo Monters, escritor Rafael F. Mufioz, grabador
Francisco Mora, grabador Leopclde Méndez, profesor Lecbardo Martinez
Cortén, profesora Ana Mayés, Aptonlo Mayés Navarro, exsenador de la
repiiblica; profesar Felipe Méndex, secretario de organizacién del comlté
nacional del Sindlcato nacional de trabajadores de la educacidn; profesor
Ramdn C. Mendoza. secretario de conflictos; pericdista Eugenio Mizquiz,
profesor Ignaclo Marguez Rodilles, doctor Carlos Augusto Méndez, direc-
tor de la Escuele naclotal de medicina rural del Instituto Polltéenico
Nacional,

Doctor Carlos Noble, director de la Unidad de neumologia del Instl-
tuto mexicano del seguro soclal; profesor Danfel Ortiz Esquivel, suxiliar
del comlté naclonal del Sindicato naclonal de trabejadores de la edu-
caclén; pintor y arquitestc Juan O'Gorman, Arture Orona, dirigente
campesing; plotor Jorge Ortega, Francisco de la Pefia, Mauro Palamares
arquitecto, Alelandr~ Prieto, periodista Amtonio Prieto, disefiadora Clara
Parcet, perlodista Manuei O. Padrés, director del dlarto “El Popular™;
escritor Erneste Prado, poeta Carlos Pelilcer, miembro de la Academia
mexicana de la lengua; Hamlire Puch Poot, exsecretario general de Ia
Faderacién naclonal de estudiantes téenlcos.

Ingeniero Luls Rivera T . astrdnomao, rubdirector del Ohservatario de
Tonaatzintls: licenciado y sepador Luls I Rodriguez, exembajader en
Guatemala; doctor Samucel Ramos, exdirector de la Faculiad de flloso-
tia ¥ letras de ln UNAM, Maria Bfraina Rocha, dirigente femenii; profe-
sar José Reyes Avala, representante nactonal del magisterio de segunda
ensefianza forénea en ol SNTE; perlodista Carlos R Juancoe. Enrigue Raml-
rez y Ramires, periodista y dirigente politico; periodista Gregorio Roass
Herrera, plntors Fanny Rabel, licenciado Pedro Rofas, pintor Diego
Rivera, prafesor Ismael Rodriguez Aragdn, exdirector de la Escusla na.
clonal de maestras; profesora Ragquetl Roblela, doctor Alfonso Rivers,
profesor Jests Romerg Flores, historlader ¥ diputado constituyente de
1917; doetor Horacio Rubin Palacios, prealdente de la Socledad mexicana
de tisiologia- arquitectzs Ruth Rivera, Samuel Rulz More. presidente
do la Conlederacién de jovenes mexicanoa; doctor Antonio Rios Vargas,
diractor ejecutivo de In Asoclacldin mexlcana de hospltales, director
de la Comislén naclonal de hospitsles de la Secretaria de stlubrided ¥
asistencia; profesor Rogelio Rosas Jacobo, Prol. Ambrosio Rubie Can-
deas, secretario muxiliar del comité nacional del Sindlcato naclonal de
trabajadores de la educacidn,

Profesor Indalecio H. Sdyago. coreégrafn Rocio Sagnén Felipe 8an-
cher Acevedo, dlrlgente textll: pintor Re iera Cuauhté-
moc Salazar, do Modeato Sénchez V., exdiractor de la Escuela
naclonal de mest.rou Ricardo Balgado Corral, profesor y diputado En-
rique W. Sénchex, dirlzente nacional magisteria’: profesor Franclaco
Salinas seere‘atio de conflictos de la esccién de Sinaloa del BNTE; licen-
clada Luls Sdnchex Pontdn, exsecretario de educacidén pdbiica, exem-
bajador; doctor Samuel Salinas Quinerd, profesor Juan Pablo Bélnz A,

Social Security Resumé

From January, 1948 through June, 1953, 134,503 workers
had been treated for accidents on and off the job in centers
of the Guatemalan Social Security Institute. Hundreds of
mothers and childrep have been cared for in the Cedtro
Materno Infantil which opened its 200 bed maternity hospital
May 1, 1953 and now operates mobile units for maternity and
child care in Guatemala City and nearby towns,

The Social Sccurity dircctly operates 49 medical units
which include 19 hospital centers, 9 clinics, 12 first aid
cenlers, and 9 pharmaceutical dispensarics.

In addition it has ccntracts for care of covered workers
with local doctors in eight towns, and contracts with 15
national hospitals. three private hospitals, and with the
hospital of the Guardia Civil. Services are contracted in
areas where Social Sceurity does not have its own instal-
lations.

Sincc 1M8, Q 4,767,562.22 (Quetzal at par with the
dollar) has been spent for medical and hospital services.
@ 1,588,939.62 has been paid out in cash benefits to workers
for time lost as the result of accidents on or off the job.

239,265 workers are covered by Social Security. Revenue
is derived from a tax based on payrolls and paid jointly by
workers, employers, and federal government.

Loans to Farmers

The first credits issued by the branch of the National
Land Bank in Mazatenangoe were granted ip December to
peasants of Pueblo Nuevo Tiquisate for the harvest of their
cotton crops,

In an informal speech to the farmers gathered to receive
their Icans, Fonseca Penedo, manager of the bank's branch,
said, “The money of this bank is yours, but you must use
it wisely to make the land produce. The bank will back you
at any time you need credit.”

presidente de la comisién naclonal de educacién del Sindicato nacionatl
de trabajadores de 1a educacién; escritor José Tiquet, lngenlero y got-
grafo Jorge L. Tamayo, escultor Jorge Tover, profesor Jesis Tejn An-
drade, genorai Adalberto Tajeda., exsecretaric de pobernacldn, exgober-
nador da Veracruz; ¥. Tinajero, Manuel Terrazas, director del periddico
"La Vozx de México™; perlodista Paulino Veldzquez, escultor Alberto de
Ia Vega Luls Vllloro, catedritico de la Universidad da Guanajuato:
gedgralfo Jorge A. Vivd, doctor Quillermo Villabordae, licenclade Victor
Manuel Villasefior, J. Encarnaciin Valdds, dirlgente politico; arquitecto
Enrlqus Yétiex: pintor Alfredo Zalce; lcernclede Carlos Zapata Vela;
periodista Adellna Zendajas.

. If you wish to receive this bulletin please send your name and address to P. O. Box 107, Guatemala
City, Guatemaln, or to Embassy of Guatemala: 1614 18th Street N. W., Washington, D. C. — Guatemalan Con-
sulate: 408 So. Spring St. Los Angeles 18, Californin. — Guatemala Consulate: 30 Rockefeller Plaza, Suite
1430, New York 20, New York. — Guatemalan Consulate: 301-302 Pan American Building, P. 0. Box 1286
New Orleans 10, Lovisiana. — Guatemalan Consulate: 418 Market Street, San Franciseco 5, California.
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in Poerto Rico, and a department of Economic Selences in
Chile.

CURRENT ACTIVITIES

A magazine is published in Mexico and a bulletin issued
from the Guatemalan headquarters. Six volumes in prep-
aration include a Latin American University directory, a
study of curricula, a directory of professors, a university
census, a history of Latin American universities, and a work
on the organie laws and regulations of the universities.

The Union organizes general and specialized university
gatherings; such as those in Mexico in 1951 and 1952, in
Puerto Rico in 1952, in Honduras in 1953, and in Chile in
1953.

NEW OFFICERS

Officers clected at the recent Chilean assembiy are:
president, Prof. Juan Gomez Millas, rector of the University
of Chile; vice-presidents, Dr. Carlos Martinez Duran o
Guatemala, former president, and Dr. Octavio Mendez
Pereira, rector of the University of Panama. Mr, Coto
Conde was re-elected as general executive secretary,

The announcement that Guatemala had been chosen as
permanent seat of the Union was hailed in this country
B a vote cf confidence in the ability of Guaiemala to
maintain the frecdom of speech, press, and instruction, with-
out discrimination of a religious, political, racial or social
character, —all of which freedoms are so vital in the
mecting place of cducators.

Address: Unién de Universidades Latincamericanas,
Apariado Postal No. 422,
Guatemala.

Support from Chile

A dispatch from Chile reads as follows:

“The Chamber of Deputies of Chile in its session of
January 6 heard a denunciation by Deputy Armando Mallet,
socialist, of the sinister military interventionist plot under
way agalnst Guatemala by the forces who oppose the
progressive measures of its revolutionary government.

“In his spcech, Deputy Mallet repudiated the confcrence
soon to be held at Caracas, Venezuela, where represcentatives
of popular and genuincly democratie regimes will mingle
with delegates of dictatorial regimes; end at which con-
ference the North American power under the pretext of
combating communism will try to intervene in Guatemalan
Interne] affalrs.

“Deputy Mallet proposed that the Chambeér ask Pres-
ident Ibafiez to instruct the Chilean delegate to the conference
to oppose absolutely any motion that would sighify in-
tervention or aggression agalnst Guatemala. The proposal
was approved by the democratic represcntatives of the
Chilean people, the Chamber.”

Friends of Guatemala

Following the public appeal io the people of Mexico
to demonstrate their solidarity with democratic Guatemala
againgt the threat of intervention, republished in the last
issue of this bulletin, a meeting was held in the Palace of
Bellas Artes in the heart of Mexico City.

The meeting, which filled the hall, set up the Society
of Friends of Guatermnala. The chairman, Guillermo Haro,
famous astronomer and director of the Observatories of
Tonatzintla and Tacubaye, opened the meeting with a
statement that Mexican experienees made them understand
that the cause of Guatemala was the cause of oll weak and
opprassed peoples, and the struggles of Guatermala were also
the struggles of Mexico.

The new society voted to call upon all the peoples ot
the continent to express their support of the Guatemalan
people in their fight against the monopolies.

Sponsors were; Senators Luis I. Rodriguez and Jesus
Gil R., Licentiates Francisco Arcllano Belloc, Carlos Zapata
Vela, and Horacio Labastida, Dr. Jorge Carrion, Enrique
Yanez, architect, Guillermo Harwg, astronomer, Jose Domingo
Lavin, engineer, Carlos Pellicer, poet, Jorge L. Tamayo,
er.gineer, and Jose Mancigidor, writer.

Messages of support from General Heriberto Jara and
Alfonso Cago werce read at the meeting. A board of directors
of seventeen prominent Mexican leaders was elected.

U. S. Officer Honored

Col. James M. Higgins, chief of the Inter-American
Geodetic Service was guest of honor at a reception at the
National Palace where he was decorated with the Order of
Quetzal in the grade of Commander on January 12,

Col. Higgins, working for his government through the
Geodetic Service, has also served the government of Gua-
temala. His cnthusiastic and intense labors have greatly
speeded the basic work for accurate mapping of Guatemals,
and the example of his disciplined and untiring work and
his excellent collaboration with Guatemnalan associates well
merit the distinction given him by the Guatemalan govern.
ment.

Image of Guatemala

An exposition of Guatcmalan handicraft, archeological
objects, paintings, photographs, and Mterery and musical
works was presented in Santiago, Cl:lué under the auspices
of the Chilean ministers of forej relations and public
education. The display, entitled “Image of Guatemala™, drew
thousands of visitors during the two wegkg of the exhibition,
December 4 to 20, 1953. Santiago newspapers were enthu-
siastic in their comment.

At the conciusion of the showing, the colorful textiles,
baskets, pottery and similar items were doneted to the
Museum of Popular Art of the University of Chile whose






EDWARD L. BERMAYS
2B EAST &a™r STREET
HNEW YOR® &1 m. Y

TELEPHOMNE TEMPLETOH 8-8000

March 17, 1954

My dear Mr. Pearson:

I have just been given a trans-
lation, back and forth, from English to
Spanish to English which purports to be
a paragraph written by you. I thought
you might care to see it. It was
published in a Cuban Jjournal, "Bohemla,"

Because of your 1nterest 1n
Guatemala, I send you, at the suggestion
of the Unlted Frult Company, a copy of
an International commlttee report,
"Communlsm versus Progress in Guatemala,"
prepared and publlished by the Katicnal
Planning Assoclatlion. I think you will
find 1t an authoritative and valuable
document.

Si%fjrely yours,
ED’M:EHD{C Tg !‘Bﬁ:"ﬁﬁ]/
¥Mr, Drew Pearson

1313 29th Street, N.¥.
Washington, D, C,

Enclosures
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Translation from "Bohemig"

"That country (Guatemala) 1s embarked in
an intent of agricultural reform that has been
needed there for a long time. I do not belleve
that the Government of Guatemala 1s communist;
what happens 1s that agents of international
communism, finding a state of affalrs
prepltious for thelr maneuvers within economic
conditlions of the country, try to galn
influence with the people and the government.
In my oplnlon, agricultural reform 1s the best
way to flght communlst purposes, lnasmuch as
the marxism exlisting in that Republlic is in a
great part the result of the situation created
by monopolistic companies llke the United
Fruit"Company which grabbed vast portions of
land.



March 23, 1954

¥r. Bdward L, Bernays
26 East 64th Street
New York 21, New York

Dear Mr, Bernays:

Many thanks for the trans-
lation I certainly appreciate your
forwarding me a copy of "Communism
versus Progress in Guatemala." I
found it interesting and am glad
to have a copy for my files,

Sincerely,

DPig Draw Pearson



Albertc Ruigz Cérdenas,
256 Manor Gimle, Noe 3,
Washington 12, D,

April 1, 1954
Mr., Drew Pearscn,
1313 29the Ste N.W,
laahington DeCo
Dear Mr. Pearsons Re: GUATEMAIA COMMUNIST

In the number dated March 7, 195h, of the Cuban magazine "Bohemia®™, pp, 66,
there appears 8 sitatement of yours, in which you refer to Guatemala,

You don't believe the Quatemalan government is communist, and you rather at-
tribute all this noisy tales about Guatemala commnist, to the struggle between
the government with its plans of social improvements in favor of its people, and
the long time eatsblished Interests of the monopolistic companies such as the
United Fruit and others, which are being seriocusly affected by such & governmen-
tel measures, I certainly agree with you, Mr, Pearson, at all. It is not fair
to impute Guatemzla to be communist because of its sincere social performancesd
for the mere fact that it affects the Interests of any campany.

By the way, you know well, that no communistic regime in any place of the
world has the support of the pecple, being this the reason why all communis—
tic regimes are the most brutal dictatorships. Russla, China Communist, Sche-
coalovaquia, eto. are the most criminal dictatorships. But they are not in
any instance the government of the pecple. The case of Guatemala is camplete-
ly different. It has now a genuine government of the pscple overwhelmingly
supported by & mojority of Ninety Five per cent of the Guatemalans, Of course,
gince that government i1s & democratic one, it respects the freedom of everybo-
dye Communism &lso is frge there, but they are not a majority, to such an ex~
tent that they have z remresentativesat the Congress, right now,

To accuse Guatemala of belng commmist with the mere purpose of defending
the interests of the United Fruit, I believe, Mr, Pearson, is not a good poli-
¢y« I think gincerely, that there would be many better ways to reach an ef-
fective understanding with that country. On the ocontrary, &ll the results will
be a negative reaction among the people of that country, and the communists
will, rather take advantages of this situation to become stronger into governmen-—
tal institutions.

To threat Guatemale with a possible collective intervention insistently lm—
puting it to be the cemter of the international communism, wlll never change
the attitude of Guatemale regarding i1ts relations with the Unlted States. It
can rather prepare the courage of every Guatemalan to joln all together united-
ly to die all fighting for their independence. And this determination that the
Guatemalans could show us, is for me, Mr. Pearson, thes unquestlonable demonstra-
tion on the part of them that they are gincere in what they proclaim, that 1is
to say, they are engaged in securing the wellfare of their country. Moreover,
the more Guastemala is accused and threatened, the more it gains the sympathies
throughout the hemisphere,

Attached you will find a2 sheet containing the translations of your statemsnt
in Havana, and the declaration of "The Pro-Guatemala Committee", established in
Cuba.

I am very much friendly to the United States, and to all its wonderful ins-
titutions and am anxious to see the peoples of the whole Americas being the same,



Mr, Drew Pearson, # 2.

I took the liberty to write you on the basis that you are & Wide-World liked
and respected, and your authority as & Newspaper men 1s unquestionable, And
my 9incers bellef 1s that you have in your hands to contribute to a better
understanding betwsen the United States and that sister countr‘y’ Guatenala.
These are my best wishéd..

Yours very truly,

u%’%&, ‘
Aprista exile ¥fom Peru,



» BOHEMIA ", March 7, 195k /_j
P

Translated reproductiony of Drew Pearson's M
statement on Quatemala, in Havana, Cuba

I ¥TERVYVY I EW S

DREW PEARSON IN HAVANA

Among other thingn, Drew Pearsony; M.csssceveccscssveescosssncscancscssncs
"With his usual independence of oplnion, Pearson referred to the ques-
tionable situation of Guatemala;

n.This country is engaged in an attempt at agrarian reform very much
needed there for a long time., I don't believe the government of Guatemala
is coommist; what really happens is that agents of the internationsal com-
munian, after realizing e fertile situation for its purposes within the e-
conomic conditions of the country, do its best to gain influence with the
people, as well as in the govermment, To ms the agrarian reform is the best
way to fight against communism, due to the fact that the marxism existing in
that country is in part the result of the situation c¢reated by monopolistic
companies, such as the United Fruit, which got possession of vast extensions

Of land“........otiott..‘.....l.4I....‘..........l........l................
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Translated by: Alberto Ruiz Cfrdenas,
256 Manor Circle, Noe 3,
Iash:!.ngton 12, DCo
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21 March
DECIARATIONS (F THE "FRO-QUATEMALA® COMMYTTEE DPe 66 195

(Translation)

The "Pro-(Quatemala® Committee, which for its composition can be con-
oidared representative of the thought of our whole pecple in sapporting the
principles of the International Democracy, and the respect of the sovereig-
nity of all nations, feels honored in giving publicity to its first docu-
ment which is being entlmslastically supported by the majority of the
social, political, student, intellectual, etc, ranks of owr country. It is
as follows;

TO THE PUBLIC OPINION OF CUBA AND AMERICA

The efforts of the Guatemalan pecple and of its last two administrations,
to redeem the national wealth orgenizing it to the service of the peopls, and
especially the agrarian reform conducted to expropriate the huge landed es-—
tates of the United Fruit Company, have gotten & resounding sympathy through-
ocut the Awericaes, The manner in whioh Guatemala is oarrying out this natio-
nalistic program for the benefit of all social classes, the peasants, and the
exploited indians, while serupulously following the provisions of the Consti-
tution and the Laws, indemnifying the companies and individual proprietoars,
makes this bemutiful democratic action & much more respectable one, Never-
theless, all the forces interested in maintaining our coumtries under their
economic yoke and in & contemptible retarded state, are now furious in their
opposition to Quatemala, The United Fruit Company and the representatives
of the expléiting organizations hive organised a mumber of attemptis to over-
throw the Guatemalan government by force., Right now, this government has
been obliged to dencunce & plot to invade its country, in which plot sueh
remarkable dictators as Anastacio Somoza and Rafael Ieonidas Trujillo appeer
to be taking & part, And in addition to those oriminal plans, they intand
to utilire the Caracas Conference -which is being beld in & country where
thousands of men are impriscned because of thelr defense of democraoy= to
facilitate intervention by violating the sovereignity of this epister coun-
try, with the support and approval of the representatives of governments
came to power by a coup de etat,

It iz necessary that the democratio forces of the Americas to prevent
this crime. Poseibly many Americans who are interested in the independent
developmenty of our countries may not agree with some of the aspects of the
internal policy of Guatemala, But surely, no one willing to contribute to
the cause of liberty, democracy, and national progress, will remain indif-
ferent before such & grim efforts to strangle the noble ambitiomns of this
gister country. As in the case of Mexico and the petroleum expropriations
of lazaro Cardenas, the destiny of Guatemala represents now the possibility
of construeting a latin America free of opressive ohsins.

Havana, March 11, 195k

(signed) Dr. Jorge Manach, Prof. of the University of Havana,
outstanding Latin Americen writer.
Hundreds of additomal signatures.

Transiated by: Alberto Ruiz Cardenas,
256 Manor Circle, No. 3,
Washington 12, DG,
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