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2. 

Jom,.tion aD4 •erpnce of a Qo9!nmi1t Pvtr 

1946 

1947 

September 

September 

28, 

28, 

194-7 

1949 

Nq 1950 

Kq 1950 

Two unwcceHtal attempta M4e to or&lllli•• 
Coan,;mi ■ t Part7. /
Uneucce ■■ful eftort made to orpni1e Co11111111L1 ■t 
Part7 under name ot Jl'ational Popular Tan.&"ard. 

Democratic Tancaard, torC'UDller ot CJaatemalan 
Co111111mi1tPart7, !oan4e4. 

Guatemalan Comamni ■t■ held J:lr ■t Part7 Ooncre■a, 
adopted name , Part7 Ouataala,Oo1D1111D.i1t ot 
and elected Joee Manuell9ttw Sec:retai-7 Geller&l. 

Jortwq and nine other ■ re■ipe4 troll the Pwt7 
of ReTolutionar7 Action to form new goap, 
Vanguard Comnnmi ■ t Part7, orieni>ed on interna­
tional ColllDWliet line■• 

Upon reaign~g from the Part7 of lleTolutioD.a17 
Action, Jose Manuel J'ortwq and nine other ■ 
ieaued a etatement which, in eeeenoe, wa■ a 
full admiBBion ot complete lo7al t7 to Marn• 
ae fathered b7 Lenin-Stalin doctrinia, an4 
a■ ex:preBBed in 1950 in the doM ■ tic and 
international policie■ of the 80T1et Union. 
!hu■ a •In the camp ot peace are the SoTiet 
Union, the Popular China ot Mao!■e be, 
the popular democracies of hope and A■ia, 
the liberating moTement ot the colonial and 
1emi-colonial people,, and the worlcing cla■■ 
ot all countries, directed b7 the Oomma.ni ■ t 
part1e1.• •In the camp ot the warlike 
imperialists are the monopoliatic circle■ and 
the financial capital centralised. in the 
United States •.. ~gland ... Jrance an4 
Ital7 •.. • 1 The Soviet Union ha1 aa a f'ande 1111 
ba1is of ita international. polic7 the po11ibilit7 
of pacific co-e:d.1tence ot the two ■7atem1 oTer 
a long period.• •... the USSR neTer will be 
an aggreBBor •.• • •... the United States and 
••• the capi talhtic countriea are •.. pot•tial 
aggres1.ora •.• • • •.. the working cla■■ea ••• • 
11111st••·•organize •.• for••• the tipt againat 
imperialism and reaction.• •What our people 
demand ia a Tanguard. part7, a party ettectinl7 
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June 1950 

June 21, 19150 

July 1950 

September 6, 1950 

April 4, 1951 

June 21, 1951 

July 1951 

JamJB:r7 25, 1952 

December 11-14, 1962 

of the proletariat, real.17 reTolutionar7, 
free ot azq bourgeoia or imperialiat 
infiuence •.• • 1 • • • we rill • • • fight for the 
i11mediate t$iak of the democratie>-bourgeoia 
reTolution ••• ill or4e to reach aa an end 
the inauguration of aociali aa •.. 1 

Commmiet-line Revoluti<>ll8Z'7 Workere1 Part7 
of Guatemala founded b7 Ttctor Manuel 
Ou.ti&rrez, who publiahed manifeeto outlining 
pro-Sov!_et objectivea in virtually aame 111amu1r 
that J'ortuDT groap did. 

l'evspaper Octubre founded, by Communiet PartT 
of Guatemala led by Joee Manuel Jortua,t. 

Octubre firet publiehed openly. 

Communiet indoctrination echool named 
1Jacobo s'1chez•, founded under direction 
of Alfredo. Ouerra :Borge, and T!ctor Manuel 
Oo.ti4'rrez. 

Joe• Manuel 7ortwq began publicl7 aig,iing 
do~ents as •secretary General of the Commn1et 
Party of 1 • manifeetoeaOuatemal.a Tvo Co111111U,11ist 
appeared in the otficial preae. 

Communist Party of Ouatemalaheld first public 
ceremony attended by high government official.a 
at which it announced intention to become a 
legally registered party. 

T{ctor Manuel Ou.ti&rres admitted to press 
that he was a Colllll\1Jli1t. 

After trip to Moscow,Tfctor Manuel Ou.ti,rrez 
dissolved Revolutionary Worker•' Party ot 
Ouatemala and joined the Communist Party ot 
Ouatemala headed b7 Joa, Manuel Jortunz. 
Advised followers to do eame. 

I 

Ouatemalan Comamieta held Second Part7 
Congreea, reelected Joa; Manuel J'ortunz 
Secretary General, changed name to Ouatemalan 
Labor Party, reorganized part7 along Staliniat 
lines, and convertecl weekl.7 Octubre into daily paper. 



December 11-14, 1952 

December 19, 1952 

1953 

rebruar7 17, 1953 

Kq 16-17, 1953 

In preaenting draft atatutes of the Ouatemalu 
Labor (Comunist) Party at the Second Part)­
Congress, the Political Collllittee deacribed 
them aa •atatutee of the Mar:.tiat-Leniniat 
Part7 ot the working claaa of our countrr' 
baaed u;pon 1••• principle■ v1 th which Lenin 
enriched the Marxist doctrine in the creation 
ot in■ trument■ capable of conatructing the 
new aociety-more humane, aore -"1■ t, v1 thout 
the exploited and the exploiter■ •.• 1 

Ouatemalan Labor (Commniat) Party registered 
b7 Guatemalan Government aa legal party in 
Civil Regi a tr7. 

The Guatemalan Labor (Coamnist) Part7 adhered 
to Soviet line. Thu.a, it endoraed accu.aation 
of Stalin government that 1 Jevi ■h doctors• hll4 
plotted the death of certain Soviet leader ■, 

reveraed itaelt after Stalin'• death ia March 
b7 endorsing the new line put out b7 Beria 
that the doctora• conteaaion had been extracted 
b7 "impermissible meana•, and final.17 reveraed 
itself age.in b7 joining 1n Malenkov•a accu...,_ 
tions that :Beria was a traitor. 

•Jacobo Smichez• School reopened in keepinc 
w1th Guatemalan Labor (Communiat) Part7 
deciaion to expand educational program. 

In a poliCT report to the Ceutral Colllllittee 
of the Ouatemalan Labor (Commniat) Part7, 
Joai Manuel l9rtupy laid down a aenn-point 
Jlazu (1) "The application of ,Agrarian Reform 
must be carried on•; (2) 1 Intenait7 the tight 
againat foreign monopoliea and increase the 
uti-1mper1aliat aentiment of oar people•; 
(3) "Denounce vi th greater inaiatence tha 
counter-revoluticmar7 aoti n tlea of feudal 
imperialiat reaction ••• •; (4) 1 Clive increadnc 
aapport to \he progreaaive measurea undertaken 
b7 ••• Preaident Arbens 1 ; (5) 1 Improve th• 
linnc condition■ ot the ma■ ••••: (6) 1 °'1lt1•t• 
and atreu«then organic uni t7 and united actlcm 
of the working claaa•: and (7) 1 ftcJ:iten the 
alliance between the workera and the peaaanta.• 
In this 1181De atatement, J'or~ added& 1We 
Co1111UD.ist■ are the beat defen4era of dcocratic 
l~berties here and 8ft17VM:re.• 
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5. 

August 8-9', 1953 

Aucuat 15, 1953 

September 6, 1953 

J9:4va;r7 19, 1954 

Ouatemalan Labor (Communist) Party held 
Jational Conference on organization at which 
1 t claimed 100 percent riae in memberahip, 
or total of appro:d•tel7 1,150 members. 

Commnis~ orpn 'l'ribuna Popular publiahed 
dail7 in place of former veek17 Octubre. 

The Commnist da1l7 'l'ribuna Popular carried 
a cartoon depicting the United States ae a 
claw over Qaatcala and captioned 1Leave or 
go home.• 

1ar the firat time, the Ouatemalan Labor 
(Communiat) Parv elected its candidatee 
ID81'0re of several towna in countr7"1de 
municipal election•. 

.According. to ,the Oommmiist da117 'l'ribuna 
Popular, Joae Manuel 1ortwq sent the ~ollowing 
aeaaage to the US ·0ommun1at nevapaper Dailz: 
Workers 1Accept the warmsalute of our Part7 
on the occasion of the thirtieth amrl.veraar7 
of 7oo.r nevapaper, the Tal.1ant apobaman ot . 
the lep timate interest• of the lorth Amer1caD 
people, democr&e7, soc1aliD, and peace •••• 1 

Ouatemalan Labor (Coi:mnmiat) Parv, Department 
of ••c:111ntla Committee, held Lenin collUllaor&­
t1cm meeUnc 1D goverzuZHinHwnecl achool. 



6. 

Government Poe1t1ona Held by Communists 

1945 Abel Cuenca Mart!nez, Salvadoran, appointed
Secretary ot Legation in Ecuador. 

1945 Carlos Manuel Pellecer accredited aa First 
Secretary to USSR, Norway and Sweden. 

1945 Rafael de Buen y Lozano served as Proteasor 
or HumanitI'isin the University ot san 
Carlos, the national univereit1. 

March 1945 Joee
, 

Manuel Fortunz;·. now Secretary General 
ot the Guatemalan Labor (Communist) Party,
elected a aeoreta~y ot the National Congress
and appointed a member ot its Committees on 
Foreign Relations and on Government, Labor 
and Social Seourit7. 

April 1945 Jose
, 

Manuel lortuny appointed a member ot 
the newly created Department ot Presa,,
Propaganda and Tourism in President Arevalo'• 
secretariat. 

April 1945 to Pedro Geottroy R1va1 served as an announcer 
Februar1 1946 tor the government broadcasting station, TGW. 

1946-1948 Carlos Manuel Pellecer sened as Secreta17 
ot Legation in Paris where he and Minister 
Munoz Mean7 associated with various Commun1at 
groups. Traveled to Satellite countri••• 

Februar1 to Pedro Geottroy Rivas aerYed as member ot 
June 1946 Board ot Director• ot government broadcast­

ing station, TGW. 

June 1946 Altredo Silva Jonama served as Chiet ot 
Propaganda ot government broadcasting sta~ion,
TGW,ot which he was later made Director. 

, 
1947 Abel Cuencm Martinez served•• Preas Attach• 

1n San Jose, Costa Rica. 

1947 Ratael de Buen 1 Lozano appointed adv1aer to 
M1niater oT'ToonoDIJ and Labor. 



1948 
, ,

Victor Manuel Gutierrez 
Directors or Guatemalan 
Security. 

aened on 
Institute 

Board ot 
or Social 

1948-1949 Carlos Manuel Pellecer served aa Ch1et ot 
Traveling Cultural Mission■ sponsored b7 
Ministry or Education.· 

1948-1949 Ignacio
Institute 

HuMberto Ortiz employed by Guateaalan 
or Social Security. 

1948-1949 Manuel Pinto Uaaga served on Board ot Direotora 
or Guatemalan Institute or Social Seourit7. 

1948-1948 Alfredo GuerrJ! Borge ■ served•• 
President Arevalo'• Department
Propaganda and Touri••• 

an editor 
ot Presa, 

in 

1948-1950 

February 1948 

Natzul Aguirre Cook aerved in Protocol 
Seotlon ot Ministry or Foreign Attair•• 

, ,
Victor Manuel Gutierrez participated activel7 
in Traveling Cultural M1aaion1. 

March 12, 1948 Alfredo Silva Jonama appointed
in Ministry or Education. 

Under seoretU7 

May to June 1948 Rafael de Buen y Lozano 
in CivirGuar<t. 

served•• in ■tructor 

1949 Rafael de Buen 7 Lozano aerved aa Proteaaor 
ot Biologi"'"lilthe University ot San Carloa,
the national univeraity. 

1949-1950 Alfredo Guerra Borge1 aerved aa Editor-1n­
Ch1et ot t)ie ottioial newspaper, Diario ~ 
Centro America. 

1949-1950 Alt;-edo Silva Jonama served in 
Arevalo'• Department ot Prea1, 
Tourism. 

President 
Propaganda and 

1949-1950 

1949-1960 

' 
Carlos Manuel Pellecer aened •• Seoreta17 ot 
Legation in France. 

,
Anion10 Ovando sanchez employed in Guat uaalan 
Inatitute of Social Seourit7. 



a. 

1949-1952 Humberto Alvyado served as employee in 
President Arevalo 1 a Depart~ent or Presa, 
Propaganda and Tourism. 

January 

January 

1949 

1949 

Virginia Bravo Lethelier served in varioua­
oapaci tiea •in Miniatry or &iucati~n, ohieny 
as vocational aids expert. 

,
Miguel Angel Vasque~ served in Ministry or 
Education as chiet editor or the publications
section. 

January 1949 Alfredo Guerra 
in El Salvador. 

Borgee Secretary or Embassy 

February 1949 Carlos Manuel Pellecer 
the Traveling Cultural 

appointed
Missions. 

Director 

May 1949 Rafael de Buen y Lozano appointed teacher in 
Institute ~iplomatic and Consular Training. 

1960 

1950 

Rafael de Buen y Lozano served as Consultant 
tor the Production Development Inst1 tute. 

,
Carlos Rene Valle employed by National 
Petroleum Institute. 

1950 Virginia Bravo Lethelier 
to Minieter ot niucation. 

served as adviser 

March 1950 Hu~erto Alvarado made head or 
Arevalo 1 s Department of Preas, 
and Tourism. 

Preeideni 
Propaganda 

1950-1951 Virginia BraYo Lethel1er headed 
or Audio Visual Aid in Ministry 

Department
of Education. 

1951 Max Ricardo Cuenca Mart!nez employed in 
Guatemalan Institute or Social Security. 

1951 

19'51 

Natzul Aguirrg Cook served on Board ot 
Directors oruatemalan Institute ot Social 
Security. 

,
Bernardo Alvarado Monzon sened on Board ot 
D1reotore or ?Juateaalan Institute ot Social 
Security. 



, , 
1951 Victor Manuel Gutierrez served on Board ot 

Directors or Guatemalan Institute ot Social 
Security. 

,
April 1951 Al.ronso Solorzano appointed head ot Guatemalan 

Institute or Social Security. 

May 1951 Abel Cuenca Martinez appointed ottice manager 
ot Guatemalan Institute ot Social Security. 

1952 Natzul Aguirre Cook emplo7ed by Guatemalan 
Aviation Company, a government enterprise. 

1952 Edelberto Torres headed Editorial ortice ot 
Ministry of Education and taught in the 
University ot San Carlee, the national 
university. 

1952 Carlos Rene
, 

Valle employed by National 
Petroleum Institute. 

, , , 
1952-1953 Victor Manuel Gutierrez and Jose Alberto 

Cardoza sened, respectively, aa Chairmen 
ot Congress• Special Committee on Agrarian 
Retor■ and ~ecial Committee on Revision 
ot the Labor Code. 

May 1952 Manuel Pinto Uaaga appointed Consul in 
Mexico Cit1. 

September 1952 Ratael Tischl~r appointed by National Agrarian
Department as its representative to the 
Directorate General or rundamental Education. 

,
September 1952 Raul Leiva appointed Acting Director ot the 

gover.nment radio station, TOW. 
, , ,

September 1952 Jose )..u1a Ramos, Otto Raul Gonzalez, and Max 
Gonzalez served on National Agrarian Depart­
ment delegation which distributed 44,000 
aorea ot land to tarm worker•. 

, ,
1953 Victor Manuel Gut1err11served on tacult7 ot 

the Univeraity ot San Carloa, the national 
university. 



10. 

1953-1954 

April 1963 

July 31, 1953 

August 28, 1953 

October 1953 

October 9, 1953 

October 9, 1953 

October 9, 1953 

November 9, 1953 

January 1954 

, , ,
Victor Manuel Gutierrez and Jose Alberto 
Cardoza served, respectively, as Chairmen 
ot the Agrarian Reform and Labor Code 
Revision Committees or the National Congre••• 

CarloR Alvarado Jerez was serving as Director 
or the government radio station, TGW. 

Carlos Alvarado Jerez appointed Director 
General ot Raiio Broadcasting. 

Jose
, 

Lule Ramos served as a memberot the 
National Agrarian Council. 

,
Hugo Barrios nee 
General ot Labor. 

appointed Deputy Inspector 

, ,
Otto Raul Gonzalez served representativeas 
ot Dir8ctorate General or Statistics on 
National Agrarian Council. 

,
Raul Leiva was serving in President Arbenz 1 

Information Ottice as Chief ot the Preas 
Section. 

The following members ot the Guatemalan 
Labor (Communist) Party were employee• ot 
the Nationi\). Agrarian Department: Waldemar 
Barrios Klee, Natzul Aguirr)i Cook, Marco 
Antonio Blanco, Florencio M ndez, Juan 
Ratael Vittoriizi, Rafael Tischler, Eugenio
Arr1villaga Veia, Roberto k!,!! Maldonado,
Jorge Villavivenoio Marroquin, and Eduardo 
Sosa Montalvo. 

F~ur ot 56 deputie\ in Congr~as are Commun11ta: 
V~ctor Manuel Gutierrez, Jose Alberto Cardoza,
Cesar Montenegro Paniagua, and Carlos Manuel 
Pelleoer. 

Waldemar Barrios Klee
, 

appointed Acting Ch1et 
or the National Agrarian Department. 



December·6, 1944 

1946 

1946 

Januar7 1946 

December 1946 

194'1 

Au&11•t1948 

11. 

Communists in Labor Organizations 

Oonf ederation ot OaatemalanWorker•toandecl 
with help of Communiata particularl7 from 
m.Salva4or. 

Labor inaoctrination echool, ••cuela Clar14a4, 
eetabliehed in the Confederation of Quateal• 
Worker, w1th Abel Ouenca-.rtlne1 aa director. 

T{ctor Manuel gp.t1'u•• 1er"4 aa leareter1 
General ot the Oontederation ot Ouatealan 
Worker ■ and ot the Union·ot lducational. lorkc1 
ot Ouatezala, and aa a memberot ti. Oomttee 
ot S7nd1.cal t7nit7 and ot the mucutiv• Oomittee 
ot O!Al,. 

T{ctor Manuel Quti,n-e1 elected deput7 on ti. 
Confederation of Ouatemal.an Worker~art7 ot 
Jlevolutionar7 Action ticket from the Depart­
ment of Ouatemala to the lfational Cozigreaa, 
in which boq he took an active intere ■ t in 
labor problem■• 

Manuel Pinto t7aaga 1erTe4 a, mcber ot tlw 
lfational hecutifl Colllllittee and 8eareter7 
of Organization and Propapnda tor the 
SJndical 1ederation ot Ouatemala. 

lfational Committee of 8Jn41,cal Unit7 tol'IM4 
under Communi ■ t auapice, to coordinate tu 
activities of the Confederation ot Ou.atemal.1111 
Worker,, the 81n4ical 1ederation ot Ouat..:l.a, 
and the Central Regional 1ederation ot lforkera. 
Jmpbaeized line tollowed b7 World 1ederation 
ot !rrade Un.ion■ and Latin .&meriou Oonte4C'&t1on 
of Worker,. 

Confederation of Ouatemalanlorkei-1 Joined 
pr&i ■e of US.SI vi th denunciation ■ of 1JI 
t.11periali1m. 

8ecret&r7 General V!ctor Manuel Ov.tis;r;e1 
atated. that the Confederation of Ouat•alan 
Worker ■ would organize peaeant co11111W1H. 

https://Ouatemal.an


12. 

December 19"8 

Mq 1. 1949 

December 18-19. 1949 

Janua:r7 21-22. 1950 

1950 

Jam,.ary 1950 

January 1951 

January 1951 

Manuel Pinto Usage. of the llailwq Worker,' 
Union founded it1 Political Committee. 

Maj-"Da, Parade demonstrated the Communi1t­
controlled World Federation of Trade Union, 
and Latin American Confederation of Worker, 
direction of Ouatemalan organized labor. 
President Ar&valo and government cloeel.7 
identified themselves with theae ~ Dq 
testi vale. 

Ba.ilwq Worker11 Political Committee adopted 
Communist-line policy statement. 

Manuel Pinto Ueaga organized and became 
Secretary General of the National Political. 
Committee of Guatemalan Workers. 

V{ctor Manuel Guti,rrez elected Secretary ot 
Propaganda tor the National Political Comnittee 
of Oua.temalan Workers. In hie keynote addrea ■ 
at the national convention of workers' political 
comnittees. Outi~rez clearl7 1tated hie 
belie! in CommuniBID. 

Influenced chiefly by Manuel Pinto Uaaga. 
the Syndical Federation of Ouatemala affiliated 
with the World 1ederation ot Trade Union• 
and the Latin American Confederation of Workers. 

Syndical 1ederation ot Ou.atemala and Contedera.­
tion of Oua.temalan Worker, urged their 
attiliatee to collect aaeeaament tor annual 
contribution to the Latin American Contedera.­
tion of Workers. 

Secretary General of the ~ational. Political 
Committee of Worker ■, Manuel Pinto Uaap.. 
announced the organization•• continued 
operation despite fact it waa formed w1th 
eole purpose ot participating in 1950 
elections. 



13. 

Mq 10-13, 1951 

October 12-14, 1961 

March 1952 

Mq 28 to June 1, 1952 

June 1952 

Conference b7 World Jederation of Trade 
Unions and Latin American Confederation of 
Workers with representatives of Latin 
American Land and Air Traneport ayndicatea 
held in Oaatemala Cit7 w1th participation 
of Communist labor lead.era (including World 
Jederation ot Trade Uniona Secretar7 Gener&l. 
Luis Saillant and Latin American Confederation 
ot Workers Secretar7 General Lombardo Toledano). 
Opening meeting attended b7 prominent ottic1&1.■ 
ot Guatemalan Government. In ad.di tion to 
usual denunciation• of US and propacan4& for 
peace, the conference urged unification of 
0'1atemalan labor. 

General Confederation ot GuatemalanWorker■ 
embracing &11 labor organ11ation1 of wq 
importance formed at labor concr••• in 
Ouatemala C.1 t7 with help ot World 1ederat1on 
ot Trade Union• Louie Saillant and Latin 
American Confederation of Worker ■ Vicente 
Lombvdo Toledano. Victor Manuel Out1'1-res 

elected Secreter:, General and Communists 
placed in key poai tions. All speeches at 
Congress followed the Communist line. 
Messages of congratulations sent b7 President 
Arbenz and ex,..Preeident Ar&valo. Attending 
thie meeting were Minister of Communications 
and Public Worka as Arbenz' official repreaen­
tati ve and Preeiden t of !Tational Congresa. 
Victor Manuel Ou.ti,rre1 elected Secretar7 
General. 

Communiat-intluenced labor and political 
organization, assured Adminietration ot their 
support in face ot anti-Communist demonstration. 

Joa& Luia llamo1 elected eecretar7 for training 
ot Jational. Confederation ot Rural Workers ot 
Oaatemal.a. 

DiN'io !!, Centro America,government official. 
newapaper, quoted Cvloa Manuel Pellecer aa 
aa;,ing that the General Confederation of 
Ou.atemalan Workers had directed formation ot 
0ODlllitteea of eelf-detenH to tight shoulder 
to 1houlder w1th authori tie1 of the country 
•ag&.1n1t the enemiea of the Revolution.• 



June 18-20, 1953 

June 19, 1953 

Au~t 2'7, 1963 

October 9. 1953 

Jl'ovember 1953 

December 1953 to 
January 1954 

JanU817 30. 1954 

J'ebruar7 l, 1954 

OoJ11DUni1t ■ and Oommuniet aympathizer ■ made 
imprenive gain• in the !tail~ Workera 1 Union 
b7 winning election, tor officer,. 

Communiet-controll'9Cl General Confederation 
ot Quatemalan Yorker■ and CoDIIIUD.11t-oriente4 
•ational Confederation of !ural Worker■ gained 
Ti-rtu.al control ot ~arian. lletorll machine?7 
when National Congre■■ voted tho 2 of 3 
poeition■ on Departmental ~arian Oomm1aaiona. 

v!ctor Manuel Ou.ti;rresannounced that the 
World Jederation ot 'l'rade Union• ha4 accepted 
affiliation of the Central Confederation ot 
Ouatemalan Worker ■• 

ill ke7 poei ti one in. the CJeneral Oonte4erat1on. 
ot Quatemalan Worker■ held b7 11emberaot the 
Qaateml.an. Labor (Coamnmiat) Party. 

!£1Jn1PfPopular, the Co111111m14&117.reporte4at 
that V ctor Manuel Oy.t1lrre1. Om-101 lfazmel 
Pellecer and v!ctor A. J.el, were elected to 
the CJeneral O~cil of the World Jederation. 
of Trade Union.a. 

Labor orcan1zation■ tbrouc)iout Qaatemala held 
a aerie ■ of meeting■ to bvJ,ld vp entbuiaam 
tor the Second Ba~ional Coner••• at the 
Oeneral Confederation of Qaatanalan. Worker ■ • 

Second National Congreeaof the General Con­
federation of Guatemalan Worker• ottered 
Preeident Arbenz wpport •in taca of plan• 
of imperiali1t internntion in connS.ftD.oe 
with traitor, to Owltcala. 1 Victor Manuel 
Outilrrez reelected SecretarT General. 

The Oeneral Oonf ederation of .Ou.atemalan Worker ■ 
diatributed banner ■ proteatinc 1 foreip 
1nterTent1on 11 which were flown onr lll8D7 
ci tie■ and town■• At i ta headquarter■ in 
Ouatemala CitJ" the red Collllllm.iatnae flew 
beaide the Ouatemalan emblem. 

https://connS.ftD.oe
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1ebruar;y 1, 196' At the Second •aticmal Coner••• of tu 
General Confederation ot Gu.at--.1.anWorker■, 
Carlo, Manuel Pell9cv atated that 1uci-. 
Ci'uahed 1n ~ope, had ri ■• apin Vi-th 
renewed Tigor 1n the 11nited 8tatea. 

1ebru.ar7 2, 196' !he Second Bational Oongeaa ot the ·o.neral 
Confederation ot Guatemalan lorkera propoaed 
to the c<>TffDJD9Dt that actin diplo•Uc 
relation■ be ren9Ve4 Vi th the 1188. 



Conmunist Infiltration 

March 19, 1945 

1946 - 1949 

January 1946 

1947 

October 1948 

1949 

1949 

or, and Influence in 1 other Political Pprtiea 

Jose Manuel Fortupy was active and tar 
leftist memberof Popular Front of 
Liberation cm whose ticket he was elected­
to Congress. 

Jose Manuel Fortugy: joined the Parcy-of 
RevolutiODEl17Action, a pro-Government
plrty, and occupied at various times a 
number of important posts: 1946 to earl7 
1947, f'.ecretaey General; March 1947, 
Secretary of Acta; November1947, Sear&­
tar;r General; 1949, Memberof Political 
Canmittee; he aloo served as Secretary ot 
Propaganda. 

Vfctor Manuel Guti4rrez elected deput7 to 
National Congress on Ccmf'ederation of 
GuatemaJen Workers - Party of Revolution­
arr Action ticket, fra!l Department of 
Guatemala. 

Manuel Pinto Usaga elected cm Parcy-ot 
Revolutionary Action -. o'Clllllittee of SJ'D­
dical Unity ticket to National CongreB11. 

Carlos Manuel Pellecer, after return frClll 
Czechoslovakia, ~tepped into leadership
role within Party of Revolutionc.r;y Acticn. 

Manuel Pinto Usaga elected Secretarr ot 
Labor Union Affairs tor National Executive 
Camnittee of Party of RevolutionaeyActicn 
and became a memberof strategic Political 
Camnittee. 

Party ot Revolutionary Acticn officials 
chosen in 194 9 included tssuch C<lmll\llds as 
Jos& Manuel Fartun.z, Manuel Pinto Usage., 

and Vfctor Manuel Qptiftrez who con■ tituted 
an influential element. 



March 9, 1949 

1950 

laae 19Sl 

J'e'llraar7.19U 

October 1963 

V:!ctor Manuel Gutierrez, memberof 
Party of Revolutionary Ac~ion National 
Executive Committeein charge of Social 
Affairs, resigned in protest a't. Secre­
tary General's decision not to let Parey
of Revolutic:mar,y Action be represented 
at Mexico City "peace" meeting. 

National Political Committeeof Workers 
founded by Communists to support Colonel 
Jacobo Arbenz and congressional candi­
dates in 1950 election campaign. 

~•tt• far fGn1aUca at a llldtecl Daoaratto 
~on\ (Parv of Bnol11.UaurJ' Acttoa. 
Olaatwe,aa Co en11\ ParV, Jleftl11.UClll87 
lrarkera• Part7 f!f Oaait-■1~) tnar....i. 
Par'7 of Jleftl11.UODar7 ActiOll appolnte4 a 
calm. \\ff COllpO■e4 1-cel,7 ot Oi ihi a\a .. 
-1111Fbuiat Qll)&thisera to r1preND\ 1\ 1D 

negottaUcma far Iba fClrll&UOll of Wa :treat. 

PJ-o-.He1n1.■vattcm parUea parUcipa\ed in 
Partt8111la of Peace ... Unc. 

With a■■ia'■Dce of 0a 101-.\a _. pr~i ■ta, 
.ill.1aace of DeaoaraUc Peru ... tCll'IIII, C011pON4 
of Parv al lnol11.UOD11r7 AcUon, .. Ucmal 
Baaow.Uon Parv, Papal• hon\ et Liberattoa. 
8Dl Par\7 of Sattoul ID'-IJ'i'7. 

31 -b•■ of the 41nolff4 Oi eo1a\­
oonvolle4 JlnoluttODA17 Warlcara1 Parv ot 
Oaaha&la .1o1ne4 the hrV of JlnolUUQUl'J' 
.a.cucm. !hl ■ .,.,. 1Dar-.e4 '- avonc 
lefUat 1ntlumce vithiil \ha ParV of 
BnolutiODm"J' .&c'1on. 

Qaatwlan Caalan.1■t Parv included vl th othar 
prc,..jaW■va'1cm parUe■ in 1DeaoaraUc 
m.ectoral hOll\, • 

Jo■I Mume.1 7ortnpy 7 Seare'-7 O.aral ot 
Qaa\eaal.a Oo "' ., Parv' em4or■e4 a■ .. 
of ho 1»-oara'1c neo\oral ~ont• OIIDl\1c1atQ 
far Depu'7 troa Depar\am\ ot Out r J •• 

https://1Dar-.e4


18. 

Deonaber 29, 1952 

Karch 2&, 1963 

October 1953 

October 1963 

!bl IJ>aocratic m.eotoral 1l'Ollt1 of pro­
A4ainiatrat1on partiea emibite4 a baot.-tolo&lcal 
warfare film at a political ral.17 he14 1• 
Qaatemala Ci t7. 

One CollllUDiet candidate ot tha pro-connmat 
coalition elected to Concre■■ to pft Oaate-.1.an 
·tabor (Comuniet) Part7 total of 4 eeate. Jl'art, 
ot ReTolutionaz"J" Action, which collabol'ateci olo•1' 
wt th Oollllllmiate, controlled. 33 ••'• atw electt ... 

Part7 ot ReTOlut10JlU'7 Action 1eae4.a balletin 
calling tor Qaatemala to w1tbdraw troa ODQl 
in new of lalfldora propoeal to 41•m•• 
Joint actiOD agaiDet r.OIIJl'ln1• on groande that 
IIUchaction conet1ta.te4 1Dterftllt1cm 1D 
Oaatemala' • domestic attdre. 

Ouatemalan Labor (Ooauann1et) Part, aoucht to 
a4Tance 1ta popular front tactic 'b7 holc1112C 
maee meetinca in taTor ot creation of a 
atrengthened 1Bat1onal D•oaratio 1ront. • 

1ranc1eco J'erghctes J'oncea, Searetar, General 
of PartJ of ReTOlution&r7 Action ea.14 ta 
pvt7 wae a tranai tor7 part7 like oth.­
reTolu tionar7 partiee allot which were 
4eet1ned to becoae part of the 1geat world 
0GmDU.n1•t1arv.• 

https://Oaate-.1.an


19, 

Travel of Guatemalan Camnuniste 

March 1948 

October 1948 

1949 

1949 

April 1949 

June 1949 

J\Ule 1949 

September 1949 

v!ctor Manuel Gutilrrez attended the Third 
General ordinary Congress of the Latin • 
.American Confederation 
Mexico City. 

of Workers held in 

Carlos Manuel Pellecer 
slovakia. 

returned from Czecho­

Carlos Manuel Pellecer 
Europe. 

visit~d Eastern 

V!ctor Manuel Guti,rrez ~as the Confederation 
of Guatemalan Workers' delegate to the Second 
World Federation of Trade Unions Congress at 
Milan, at which he was elected to the 
Eicecutive Conmittee of the World Federation. 
He was al.so the delegate of the Confederation 
of Guatemalan Workers and the Union or Educa­
tional Workers of .Guatemala to the 1949World 
Peace Congress held in Paris. He organized 
Guatemalan "pro-peace• committees of August 
1949 and April 1950, both branches ot ~he 
Communist-front, World Committee ot Partisans 
or Peace. • 

Josi Manuel FortW1Y was delegate to Paris 
World Pesce Congress, after which he visited 
Iron Curtain countries for two months. 

V!ctor Manuel Guti4rrez, Secretary General or 
the Confederation·of Guatemalan Workers, 
left Guatemala to attend the Milan meeting 
of the World Federation of Trade Unions on a 
diplomatic passport. ~1anuel Pinto Usaga 
and Jose Segnar traveled to Israel and 
fraternized with Israeli labor unions. 

Manu4Pinto Usaga attended the Second World 
Federation o! Trade Unions Congress in Milan 
at invitation ot Vicenile Lombardo Toledano. 

Jose Manuel Forturq, President of Guatemalan 
delegation at the American Continental. Congress 
tor Peace in Mexico Ci~y, was made a member o! 
over-all Directing Coamittee tor Central America. 



20. 

September 1949 

January 1951 

June 1951 

July 1951 to 
November1952 

July 1951 

October 25, 1951 

November1951 

November1951 to 
Janu&r71952 

March 1952 

April l.952 

v!ctor Manuel Gutilrres represented the 
Federation or Democratic Youth ot Guatemala 
at the ·American Continental. Congress tor 
Peace in Maxi.co City. 

&ui.que Ju.iresToledo, Quatsnal~ poet, 
attended Peace Conference in Polan~. 

The Syndicate ot Guatanal.an Educational. 
Workers accepted an inrltation to smd a 
delegate to Berlin Youth Festival.. 

Thirty-eight persons left Guatemala to attend 
~am»n1$t-sponaored international cooterence 
and 19 were to attend such meetingo in 
December1952. 

It was amounced that six membersot a Gua~ 
malan delegation were to attend Berlin Youth 
Festival. 

V!ctor Manuel Gutilrres.travel.ed to &irope, 
ostensibly to attend a World Federation ot 
Trade lhions aeeting in Paris (or Berlin). 

Roberto Alvarado Fuentes and Luis Cardoza 
y Aragon attended World Peace Ccogreas in 
Vienna. 

v!ctor Manuel Glltilrres attended the World 
Federation ot Trade tnicns Congress in 
Berlin after vh:ich he spent two 111011tha 
visiting the USSR and satellite countries, 
returning to Gu&taala en January 9, 1952. 

Heaisphere Peace Conference at Montevideo 
attended. b7 6 Qua+.,..aJana including cne 
reaiding in Buenos .AirN and me in Cbile. 

Two Guat.anal ans and on• alien resident 1n 
Guatemala attended Int.rnat;.ional Conference 
1n Defense ot Children held at Vienna. 

https://Gutilrres.travel.ed
https://Guatanal.an


21. 

Mq 1952 

August-s.pttllber 1952 

October 1952 

October 1952 

November,1952 

November7, 1952 

December1952 

1953 

March 20, 1953 

April 1953 

Alfredo Silva Jonama, a ••ber ot the Political 
Coaaittee of the Guatemalan C<111111mist Part7, 
visited Moscow and attended preUm1nar.r meeting 
ot the Asiatic and Pacific Peace Conference in 
Pekin. 

Ckle Guatemalan attended the Intematioaal 
Students Union Council held at Bucharaet. 

The following Guatemalans attended the Asiatic 
and Pacific Peace Conference: Juan Antonio 
Crus Franco Garmen Moran, Carlos Alvarado 
Jerez, Jos7 Alberto Cardoza, Francisco 
Galicia del Valle. Cardoza visited Moscow 
both going and caning. 

AlfredoiSilva,Jonea retumed .traa China, the 
USSR, and the Peoples Democracies. 

Augusto Cuali Avila, Secretar.r General ot the 
Democratic Universit7 Front, retumed tran 
the August-S.ptamber conference ot Inter­
national Students Union 1n Bucharest. 

Guatemalan National CClllllittee-tor Peace naed 
4 delegates to World Congress of Peoples tor 
Peace in Vienna: Sra. Elena de Barrios ll6e, 
Director of Govemmen1'a No:nnal School for 
Women, Pauline Ovalle, Director ot Nuestro 
Diario, Captain Terencio Guill'1, Govemor ot 
the Department ot Eacuintla, Joaqu!n Artip 
de Le~n, President of Peace CClllllitteeot the 
Department ot Santa Rosa. 

Thirteen Guatemalan.de-legatee attended the 
World Federation of Trade Uni.one Social 
Security Conference, Vienna. 

V!ctor Manuel Gutilrrez attended the World 
Federation ot Trade Unions Congress 1n Vienna. 

v!ctor Manuel Guti4rrez and two other delegates 
lett Guatemala to attend the Contel'9Jlce ot the 
Latin American Confederation ot Workers held 
in Santiago, Chile. 

Oscar Edmundo Palma of the Guatemalan Labor 
(COlllllunist) Part7 visited Moscow after 
attending the April World Peace Congreaa in 
Budapest. 



22. 

June 1953 

June to a.c.ber 1953 

Jllq 1953 

August- 1953 

November1953 

Decaber 1953 

December 19S3 

January 8, 1954 

Gaatanalan de1egatioo to World Peace~ 
1D Budapest included Lieuteamt Colmwl 
Carlos Pu Tejada, Kajor Marco .mtanio 
Fr.anco anciOecar Mwmdo Pala&. 

48 Guat.emaJans rlaited Sodet. orbit during 
this period of which 11 wot to lloac01J. 

Oecar Bcaundo Pala&, Secreta17 of Propaganda 
for the liatiooal. Peace Calld.tt~, attcded 
the World Peace Council held 1n Bllcbareat. 

Guatmal.an delegation 
Peatinl. in Bucharest 

attended World Youth 
a.rt.er vhich acae Maben 

rlaited the USSR. 

Gabrie12!!!!7, a fam union leader, rlsited the 
Soviet Unioo. 

Victor Manuel Guti4'rrea, return~ trca Moscow 
at the hea4·or the Gaataaalan delegation 
vhich bad toured the Soviet lhion atter attend­
ing the Third World Federation of Trade Unioaa 
Congrese held in October·in Vi.uia. The 
delegation consisted ot Leonardo Castillo 
norea, Jos4 ud.s Cacero, or the Ra.ilwq 
Workers' Union, Joad Lbia.Raoa, Vice Secret_.,. 
for Agrarian U'f aira of the General Contedent. ion 
or Guatemalan Workers, and Joa& Ima~ Cid, 
member of the General Confederation of Gua½.-,a) an 
Workers• EJtecutive COlllllittee. 

Humber.to Hemmdez Cobos, Civi1 Registrar for 
Guatemala., new to Vienna to attend the World 
Congress o! Democratic Lawyers. 

Josd Manuel Fo~Tc'' Secretar;y General of the 
Guatemalan Labor Cammmiat) Party, returned 
from Moscow for which he had departed on 
Novanber 5, 195.3. • 

https://Humber.to
https://Calld.tt


7oreim Communists• Visits to Guatemala 

Jul7 19.f.8 

April 1950 

~ 1951 

June 1951 

March 1952 

December 11, 1952 to 
December 14, 1952 

October 9-2'1, 1953 

Vicente Lombardo Toledano hal4 l~ int.­
views w1th Preeident Ar,valo .AZMl1oreip 
Minister Enrique )gJoz lleaD7. 

'l'he Commniat Chilean poet, Pablo B;rud&, 
made a eerie• of appearance ■ before 
Ollatemalan audience• immediatel7 after 
hie return trom a trip to the USSR. 

Vicente Lombardo Toledano, Secreter,. O.eral 
of Latin American Confederation of Worker,, 
and Louie Saillant, Sec:retar7 General ot 
World Federation of Trade Unione, attende4 
Ouatemala Ci t7 Conference of Latin American 
Land and Air Traneport Worker■• Union,. 

'fhe well-known Chilean Co11111UD.iat, Qo4ozOe■az' 
Urrutia, viei tecl Ouatemal.a. 

l3lae Roca, Jun Marinello, and 8al.T114or♦G1Vt, . 
leaders of Cuban Commniet Part7, T1■1te4 
Ouatemala. 

Dioni ■io •cina, Sear•'-17 General of x.xtcan 
Communist Puty, attended Second Ooncr••• 
of Ouatemalan Labor (Coianmi ■t) Part7. 

Michael E. lamoiloT, Oo•ercial Attache of 
Soviet Jlmbaa ■7 in Men90, vi ■i te4 Cluateal.a 
and conferred w1th Jo ■• Jfanuel IPt!amY, 
.il!onao SolcSrzapo, and .-neeto Cap]1,no del 
Vecchio. 



Attitudes 

1947 

Wonmber 7, 19S> 

Jazmar'7 26. 19m 

Octobet' a, 1982 

BoTember 17, 1962 

1953 

24. 

toward and Relations vjtb Intematiohal. Comunia 

Coeem1•t T{c\or llmmel Ga.tip• ~n••W 
Oaatualan organised labor at J'av\h Or41Dm7 
Ccmcr••• ot Ocmtecleration ot lluioaa Workm-■ • 

AzmiTer■ar, of the ltu■ia lnol1Lti• 
celebrated tor \he fir■I l1ae 1A aaa,..ia. 
Jiace 8'1Cce■• vi\h rllpl"e■-taUw■ 1'1-oa 
orpnisecl labor 8114pl'"o-Me1D1 ■Wa'1.cm ParV 
of lnoluUGD1117 AcU•• Popalar JIJooat of 
Liberation, 11114Par'7 of hUoul Inte,1 V 
1A at\aelence. Pro-SoTiet apeecbe■ b7 
Jo.4 11mue1 ~rbJnL ffc\or Manuel Ga.times 
aa4 Lui■ Cer4osa Ar,aJ.i. 

Coalnfor■'• nw...,.r. 1 J'or a LuUDc Peaoe. 
J'or a People'• Dtaoc:raq", pabllahacl 1A 
3Dcbar•■t. rmer\secl fin41np ot Ou.t l• 
Comun1 ■t Parv O.ual Collllttlee Oil ahort­
coa1ng■ of nenpap• Ogtp]r•. !hi ■ action 
confirlled acceptance ot Gaataalan Cowan1 et 
Par'7 b7 tbl intaraatioul C,. -n:t•t IIDftlfllll 
aa tile aRthorisel Oil n1•1 J'RQ' 1A Cla&t1 la. 

Qaatemalan Ooanmiat Party ,ent ••aage to 
Soviet •in.eteenth Party Congreee: 1 0ar 
Pert7 ealutee the 1ndeatructible unity ot 
the Communiat Party ot the 80Tiet Union. 
which 11 a gua:ran tee ot the eucceeetul 
conetruction. ot a Corn011n1et eociet7 in 1'0Ur 
homeland, a beacon throu&bou.t thia world for 
worker,. Inepired b7 7aor example, we vtll 
inten1it7 our etruggle tor the national 
independence and happineae ot av people.• 

Gita Sten., Propapnda Officer of the Pol1ah 
Legation in Men.coCit7, arrtTed in Oaatemala 
and wae Tieited b7 Deputy Jlrneato llu-rognfp 
W7■a and nen.a Lein. de Holtz ot the Jl'ational 
Peace Co.S.ttee. 

Ouatemalan Labor PertT leader■ recei Ting flow 
of literature troa Jloecow 111Ldhead.quart•• 
ot TV1oue SoTiet-controlled 1n.ternat1onal 
orpnisat1one. 

https://�Wa'1.cm
https://aaa,..ia


19f;3 

J.pr11 4, 1953 

J'ul.719'53 

Bovembc ar;, 19f;3 

Con.etant exchange ot OOllamlicatione between 
Vienna, uro headqua.rtere, and V!ctor Manuel 
Gutierrez, Secretary General of General 
Confederation of Ouatemalan Workere. 

Ouatemala w1thdrew from OJ>.al, tlm.e adoptinc 
a course long advocated b7 CoDDmiete. !l'he 
reaeon given vaa the propoeal ot m.Sal.Tador 
tor considering infiltration.Co11111W1iet 

Cominform'• newepaper, 1 J'or a LaeUng Peace. 
J'or a }!eople'• Democracy", publiehed article 
b7 Jose Manuel J'ortwq. 

Jour .Administration partiee, together w1th 
principal. labor and •ma■ e• orpnilatione, 
1eeued a Joint declaration againet 41-eCW111on 
ot CoDIIIWliemat Caracae. 

J.t the openin& ee1eion of the Coamniet­
controlled Second BaUonal Congeee of Ule 
General Confederation of Qaataalan Worar-.,
Joe• IGie llalllot, ColllU.lliet ._ber. rNA U. 
following teleg-: 1 Jfoecov, lJ'SSll. !be 
Central Council of Sonet !rad.e Union■ 
traternall,7 geete the Cono-••• ~ ta.a Om­
federation of Yorker■ of Ga.at ]a. •• 
wi ■h the Congreee ■a.cc••• ill it■ wrk 
for the vJ. tiaate iaproftlllent of the 
con41 tiona of life an4 labor of '11a work•• 
of. Oaateaala and for the ■treactheninc ~ 
fl'1en4ahip and peace aaong all people■• 

Preeiclent of the Central Coanc11 of Bone\ 
trade Union a, •. 8hnlrn1Jc.• 



Dissemination 

December 21, 1947 

September 1948 

August 1949 

September 1949 

April 1950 

1e'bru.az7 12, 1951 

Je'bruar712, 1961 

March 2-3,· 1951 

March 8, 1951 

26. 

ot Communist-Line Propaganda 

1ederation ot Democratic Youth of °'1.atemala, 
affiliate ot Comamist World 1ederation of 
Democratic Youth, founded by a group including 
several prominent ItCo11111111nista. has been 
active among university students as a 
propaganda organ. 

Guatemalan Committee tor Peace and Democraq 
formed tor the purpose ot turthering •intern.,_ 
tional peace, liberty and democracy.• Several 
lmown Comaunists were among ite founder,. 

National Peace Committee reactivated at meeting 
presided over and ColDDIWlistb7 Co1D1111Aists 
S1J11P&tbizer1. Thie took place after the 
return ot Joee Manuel Jor~, Vtctor Manuel 
Ou.tilrrez, and .Al.ton10Solnano trom the 
Jirat World Congreee of Partieane of Peace. 
Jaime~ Rozzotto elected SecretAl7 
General. 

Ouatemalanofficial and pro-eo.,ermaent pr••• 
gaTe considerable co·.-erace to Ooamni •'­
inapired Mexican Peace Oongreae. 

Bew Committee of Partieane of the Peace 
organized by Communist■ and Communiet 
■1111.Pathizers. 

Peace Comi ttee etepped up publici t7 campaign. 

Otticial and eemi-otticial preee accelerate 
etforta to publicize Oormnmht •peace• oemp&1p. 

J.zmual Oon,;reee of 1e4erat1on of Democratic 
Youth ot Ou.atemalareoeifld generoua publ1oiV 
in official. and ■ emi-otficial newapaperewhich 
attacked US and supported the Co1111UD1 ■t line. 

Official. and eci-otticial preee publicise 
meeting aponeore b7 M1n1eter ot Mucat1on 
in which US wae attacked and Oomamiat 1peaoe' 
line entbueiaeticall7 e21)ounde4. 



April 20, 1951 

April 20-27, 1961 

~ 25, 1951 

June 1, 1951 

J811.UIJZ71953 

April 1952 

April 2, 1952 

J(q23-26, 1962 

Roberto Alvarad,g_ Juentea delivered a 
strong Communist-line speech at a meeting 
in honor of the Second Spanish Republic 
in which he espoused the •peace• campaign. 

Official pre1■ aided accelera\ed llpeace 1 

campaign with 4a1l7 COTera.p. jlfonao Sol&rspo, 
head ot the Guatemalan In■tituie ot Social 
Secari t7, apoke at peace rall7. 

Semi-official. Dia.rio !f. l,a -·· 
nearly two page■ to preparation■ 

deTOted 
tor the !hird 

World Youth Jeatival i~ Berlin. 

Semi-official pre,■ carried eight colum 
headline■ aqing •creat entme1-• had been 
arouaed tor Berlin Jeatival •ong Ouatemalm 
youth. 

Accorcling to the otticial radio, Indochina 
1■ to be the next Tictia in the conflict 
between the great power■• !he broad.cuter 
defended the right of eT91'7 ■tate to be tree 
and condamed tbe 1cap1tal.1■t nation■• to:r 
holcling on to their colonial po■ae■■icma. 

'fhe Oaatemalan official radio pu.bl1clH4 
preparations tor the llational Peace A■■•b17 
to be held 1:n Oaatemala 01 t7 in ~ 1952. 

!he of!1c1al goTernaent nenpap•, Mario 
!!. Centro Am4'r1ca. carried a hea411ne ent1 tle4 
1A Call for Peace to the People of Julerica. 1 

ltaeed Oil a reeolutiOG at the MonteTideo peace 
conference, the call va■ tor 1n41Ticmal 
aignaturea in favor of a llpeace1 pact •one 
the !ig fin. 

In the official goTernment nenpaper, Di&rio 
it Centro es;1ca, the llational P•ce .l■■allbl.T 
pibli ■hed reaolution■ dmoanclq the ue at 
baoteriologlcal warfare 'bT.&aerican t.l'OOJ>•1A 
Iorea an4 condeaning lamchiDc ot ac&l'••ei ft 
nra 1n Korea. !'hq farther ccmdtaie4 \be 
Inter.Jmerican De:ten■e treat,-, the Atlantic 
!rea'7, and the Japanne Peace Co:nfer•oe• 



June 24, 1952 

June 1962 

1952 

Jul.7 12, 1952 

Aue,ist 28, 1952 

lovember 7-9, 1952 

1953 

Sem1-ottic1al luestro Diario publiahed the 
text of a letter addreaeed to the American 
Ambaaaador in Quatemala by 17 CollmDiata 
and pro-ColDIIWlists calling for termination 
of the •unjust and inhuman• ww in I.orea, 
where the •invading armiea• were maeaacrin& 
defenseless Xorean prisoner• and ualng germ 
wwfare ~net the population. 

!he four Co11111W1isteand fifteen other deputiea 
of the Bational Congreae a ipecl a •Declaration 
of Solidari t7 vi th the l'.orean Jleople. • 

Bational Peace Committee eponaorecl ahovinp 
of the film 1 Bacter1ologlcal Warfare 1D 
Xorea•, purportinc to pron that the Uni te4 
ltatee emplo7ed cw• warfare durin« .i. 
Xorean hoatilitiea. 

The official government newepaper, Diario 
g, Centro Amffriea. published what purported 
to be a statement by a Lt. John Quinn, UW, 
confessing participation in germ bomb attaclca 
against North Xo1;ea. Al though an inconepicuau.a 
note at the end identitiecl the article as a 
publication o! the National Peace Committee, 
it was aet up to appear as a !actual news etor7. 

According to the independent press, the 
August 28 isaue ot Octubre was published in 
the government printing shop after being set up 
by members ot the linotn,i1~s• union who·at 
the same time were car17ing on an illegal 
1trike which had affected eve17 preH organ 
in the city. 

lational Conference on Social Security, held 
under thinly--veiled. Communistauspice,, recei't"84 
support of the official preae, the Ouatemalan 
Ineti tute -of Social Securi tJ, and the Miniati-7 
of Health. 

Under the sponsorship of the Partiaana of 
Peace Committee, a bacte17iologlcal warfare 
film was ahown in a public achool b7 a 
government operator w1th government equipment. 



Janv.Ar71953 

J'ebruar7 3>-22, 19153 

Jul.7 24, 1953 

aept•ber aa. 19&3 

October 19153 

Caxulidac7ot Comnm, et Joa, Manuel J'ortwq 
aa one ot two avowed Comnnniet candidate■ 
tor Cong:reaa received the ~ 9UPPort ot 
Administration partiee and the otticial pr•••• 

Official rvr.nment ne-..pap"" Dis;Jo !\! 
C,entro Am i devoted half a pa,;e to an 
article b7 V ctor Manuel Ogtifues, Jorce IAue 
,kriola, and oth•• on the importance of the 
lll'ational Youth Conference. 

Conference in Defense of the lligbt ■ of Youth 
held in Ouatemala Ci t7 in preparation for 
March Vienna conference of World J'ederat1on 
of Democratic Youth, supported bJ the off1c1&1. 
government newlJ)aper Diar1o !! Centro .Amwipa. 

----· 
JlaJorit;.Jot ■e■aiou hel.4 ha~, 
aahool ba.1141nc a4c' aupicea of t!le Gmanl 
Confederation of Oaatealu Work••• the 
•ttonal ConfederaUon ot lm'al Worker■ ot 
Oaat...ia. ant ot.har Cia n1 ~, orpn1sa,1ona. 
bo:n& UM>■e pre■at an4 elected to a Pre■1411111 
Wlll'el Julio !,tre4• 4• la Bos, Preetcln., of 
Cange■•: Jorce Im.a jrrig'I& Mini■ter of 
Pu.blic Beal\h; ftctor llimul Oulm••• 
lec:ret&r7 General of the General OonteuraUon 
ot Oaaf:-eJan Worker■; an4 Jtatael !J.1@,:, 
8ec:re'817 Qeneral of the 8.p41cate ot Wu.ca,. 
tional Work•• of Oaatellllla. 

Jaime Maz !ozzotto delivered a lecture 
sponsored by the Guatemalan Spanieh 
Republican •Pro-Peace• CoDlllittee in which he 
made frequent reference ■ to the Soviet •peace• 
movement and other Co11111UD.iatobJectivee. 

p1 .. 10 Yl- Pueblo. orpn ot u. Oaatw.1.an 
BeTolut10Dm7 Part;,y. e4i ted b7 Director ot 
the Claateaalan lneti tv.te ot Social SeaarU,J 
Coaani ■t Alfouo lolm-mo, bepn piblicatian. 

Oaateaalan Labor (Co-nSet) Part;,y apon■ore4 
progr-• oft!' Oaataaala 01'7' • atation. 
!e412 International. 

https://Oaatw.1.an
https://Oaat...ia


ao. 

October 1953 

Dec•ber 21. 1983 

December 1953 

J&111.1.8r728-31. 196' 

!he otftcial guette pabllahal a 4eoree llr 
vldch the goflll'Dllllllt _.. Pa!lalle ftO,000 
to the Co:am1•'-apcm•ore4 8eOOJl4OollUn•tal 
Concre•• of Deaocratic Lao••• 

!he ofticial ra41o !GIAanncnmoe4thats 
•• the Youth Section ot the Qutaail.an fork••' 
Part7 ie echeclule4 to meet on December21 
at Part, Hea4qum-tere to honor the Mll0l7 of 
the leader of the worlcing clue. Joeeph IWin. • 

The CoDIDWliat-controllecl lational. Peace 
Committee azmouncecl that it ha4 p.therecl 
?4.000 ei,;naturee 1n petition tor neeot1a-
tione between tJS. VE.t7881. Jlranoe,-4 
0ollllrWliet China. 
'!he Qua!:rrsJu Cloftnllm.t l•t t.te avpport 
to the CollllUDie\-controlle4 leocm4 ktional 
CongreH of the General Confederation at 
Guatemalan Yorker• 1n ffl'iou ,,._1 (1) Jatae 
Diasllozsotto. Secretal'7 Oen.eral 
of .Preeiclenq • eat on the Preei41ma at tbe 
opening eeeeion: (2) All ••••ion■ of the 
CongreH. except th~ fiJ'■t. were held in 
goTernaent propert7; (3) !he pro~nga ot 
the Congre■e W11'8 broa4.aa■t O'NI' the &O'Nl'D­
aent radio ■tation and pul,li ■hed in the 
otticial and eani-otticial pree■: (4) !be 
8ec:ret&r7 of Prnpapnda of the Preeidanq 
on Janvar7 28 clewted the &'OftrDIMm.t1 ■ radio 
prograa. !he hticmal. Bour. to an act ot 
boeagp to the Congre■•• and forced ln4ep11D118n\ 
ra4lo ■tation■ to C11ff7 tbe ■-e progr-. 

https://OftrDIMm.t1
https://Qutaail.an
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February 9, 19;4 

Personal and cont1dent1ai. 

Honorable Zohn Peur1toy 
American Ellba11y
Guatemala City
Guatemala 

Dear Jack, 

Dave passe~ on to me some ideas which I understand you discussed 
to combat Communism in Guatemala, particularly the idea ot 
getting sorne 4-H Club yowigsters, perhap1 membe~sot the 
Quaker summer camp groups, and others to come down to Guatemala 
to show the folks down there that we are human beings, etc. 

I don't know how aerioualy you are considering this ideal but 
trom the point or view ot American youth groups I think t 11 
teas1ble. It would have to be organized very caretully, and I 
think it would be a great m11take to let anyone know that the 
United States government bad any real hand in the matter. It 
should be organized in the same way the Friendship Train oame bout, 
b7 print• groups with the indirect and 1ilent blessing ot the 
State Department. 

I was down at the Department yesterday, talking to some ot your
colleagues regarding news in Latin Ameri•a, and had occasion to aek 
them about the matter. I took it up only very ca1uall1 and d1d 
not implicate either you or Dave. I merel1 wanted to get their 
reaction generally speaking to such a program. The fellow• I 
talked with were Woodward Fisher and a man whoee name I think waa 
Burrows. Their reaction at tirst was a little on the neutral side, 
but Burrow, warmedup and got guite enthusiastic toward th• end,
and I think they both rather liked the idea on the whole, thougn
they wondered, first, whether the Guatemalan government would admit 
the youngsters and, second, what kind ot work they would be able to do. 

In pa111ng, and aa an old f'riend ot your• who hate, to see you get 
your tine reputation even 1lightl7 tarnished, let me say that there 
11 one whale ot a lot ot criticism or the entire Guatemalan m•••• 
You are not particularly blamed tor it, but 1na1muoh·a1 you are down 
there, some ot the blame automatically ruba .ort ~n:7ou. Andt unle1'-I 
7ou can pull ~ome kind ot a rabbit out or the hat, I think 1~•• 
going to be an even more untavorable reaction. 

This letter is chiefly to tell you that I would be glad to help in 
&Jl1••1 I can on the general ideas that Dave talked to me about, or 



an, other ideas on people-to-people projects which 7ou think 
might be helpful. 

By accident, I )Umped iijto several triendly Latin American 
diplomats trom neighboring countries! who 1eem to be up in arm• 
over the way we are ha~ling Guatema a, the aottee situation,
and Lalin American relation• generally. Som• ot these gentlemen
have •ent years in the United Statea and 1a7 they have never 
ae•~ public opinion in a worse stat• in Latin America or more 
inept plays julled by the United States goverlllllent. 

Naturally this letter is cont1dent1al and personal, and 11 only
written with the idea that 1t there is anything I can do, don't 
hesitate to eall on me. 

Regards, 

Drew Pearson 

DP/c 
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Pllbllahen ot 

.:flint J!tbJ.i•l!lbbnti.itr 

Dear Drew: 

211 EAST COURT STREET 

FLINT 3, MICHIGAN 

Aug. 13,1954 

The real facts about atema. 
by Col. Roberto Barrios of·~P~e~•,•.ii,iiii,--e~g~r~an~d~s~on 
former president Barrios,of distinguished family

down there. 
(Private as to source) 

Out here for week-end with my family. Don Jonhson, 
just in, and he sends best wishes to you. 

Last Tuesday I tried to_get you and left. word to 
phon~ me at the ArmJ & Navy Club there. I had Cqlonel Roberto 
Barrios Pena with me at breakfast. He had conferred with 
Asst. Sec'y of State Henry Holland Monday there. He has been 
giving our State Department valuable information about the 
Guatemala si~tion for a year(I met him a year ago when he 
landed in New rleans as a refuge~ from Guatemala when he 
brought his family(after a price had been put on his head 
by the Arbenz cr~d) met him through Bob Brothers and an 
advisor to him~ Drew, he has given me the correct evaluation 
of the situation Guatemala and the temper of the Latin.-
American people 1n each nation down there, and I have given 
reports to the State Dept, to the CIA, and to Naval Intelligence. 
He has evaluated correctly IN EVERY INSTANCE the imporaa.ilt 
moves by the communists, and the alleged anti-communists, 

of the leaders and the they would play, because 

(who seem to be in power at present
and the Army backing Armas) and the 
communists of whom he is the actual 

with M9nzon-Oliva 
moves by the real 
leader. 

associates 
anti­

I gave Naval Intelligence his evalua~ions, with 
names part etc, 
there appeared to be a leak 1n 
CIA, and I ~o informed my old 
Smith, altho he did not think 
as a l_gj; Lt. when he was a 1st 
ago, ~same staff out of 
He was adjutant and G-l~~d 
commanding general, 'and I 
as public relations, etc. 

Naval Intelligenge 

Ft. 
the writer 

later went 
So I write 

twice has 

being accurate and of great benefit.We.still f~nish them with 
information about the G. situation, and Tuesday one of their 
men, and again Wednesday, was with Col. Barrios.·r so wanted 
him to sit down with you and give you the"inside: and.the, 
correct facts, btcause the~ ~not being correctly prese~ted 
to the President, nor to tne :pubtlc through the press. Ed. 
Bernays(we are informed) the press agent for United Fruit, and 
Dulles law firm, among others, do not see eye to eye with Col, 

to see me and to thank me personally 

t~e State Dep•t., and in the 
friend General Walter Bedell 
so. (I served with W~lter 
Lt.more than 38 years
Sheridan, and at Ft. Custer. 

Press Officer to the 
with M.T.C.A. 1n Chicago 
and talk frankly to him~ 

sent one of their men 
for the information as 
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abbttti,trl l)re,1, Jnt. 
211 EAST COURT STREET 

FLINT 3, MICHIGAN 

C
I 

is Dulles' law firm the counsel for United 
Pllbliabenot Fruit? Or associated 1n any way?

.:runt•e••·•bllnU•n account for much.~could 

. wJI,
Barrios' real anti-communist leadership, a leadership that~eventually
win out in G. and Barrios may be called back(he plans to return there 
in September he told me, and was going to tell you) to assume the real 
leadership, and he may be president some day. 

Do~•t overlook this leader, who is pro-United States, 
and who lmows how we can win the solid friendship of Latin-Americans, 
and he is greatly respected by the~. He lmows all of the leaders 
south of our border, and knows who to trust as our friends, who play
polit1'B\ifor personal gain, and who are deceptive and communistic, 
some making believe they are communists temporarily. 

Col. Barrios is tne grandson of General Justo Barrios~ 
(port there named after him) known as the liberator of Guatamala, an~ 
"The Abraham.Lincoln" of that island. He was president 14 years, from 
1871 to 1885, an~ died 1n battle, a national hero, which he still is. 

Col. Barrios was graduated froln!lthe G,military aAademy. 
at the head of his class, after attending high school 1n New Orleans 
where he liged with his father who }:lad to leave Gas a refugee once. 
Barrios sold Times Picayunes as a youngster, also, and kept 1n touch 

~many in N.O. through the·years. Then he served in the army of 
. Gas~- on the general staff, assistant to the Chief of Staff, 

secretary 1n the defense department, executive to the defense,. 
chief of the staff, and superintendent of the military academy, also 
on one of the president's staff, among other official offices. 

He organized the anti-communist forces against Arbenz. 
He refused the presidency at the time Arbenz was selected because he 
would not play ball with communis~ forces. And he'resigned as 
commandant superintendent of the military academy,-then went 1n exile 
to the United States(New Orleans). 

Col,Barriots does not wa,i:it to openly oppose Dulles, nor 
our present State Dept. policy, nor appear to oppose anyone up here 
who is in a powerful official capacity. He prefers to cooperate to 
try to show them the actual facts, because he understands the Latin­
American mind and the long run tendencies, and their viewpoints, -
their "hearts". He'.Says positively that this ~rmas deal cannot last 
and 1s onJ>y worsening the anti-AmeriCEµi attitudes dO(M'lW/inthe hearts~ 
of not only Guatemalans, but of Latin Americans. "An invasion of one• 
country does not set well with our people. They may stand for an 
insurrection, and the leader may be a hero, even if he loses, but an 
invader, supported by a :t:-oreign power, with foreign money, 'and from 
a foreign land, eventually will be dec:t,ared to be a traitdr, 11 he 
explained. Monzon ,(Col.) has been 1n every one of the fiwe juntas
and is a leader with ambition, he says. More later. Will call you socrrv.~-



Auguat 17, 19~4 

Dear Georce, 

When I cot your message about Col. Barrios 
I was out at the tarm, but a•ked.., son 
to go down to the Ar'11'1and llaTJ Club 
immediately. H• did so but tound that 
you had already lett. f•m sorry to have 
ml11ed the Colonel. 

I have already written, aa ot some weeks 
ago, the same concluaiona you and Col. Barrios 
have reached - namel1, that the Ar.ma•regime
cannot la1t. 

Pl•••• give lllJ" very best to Don Johnson. 

Regards, 

Drew Pearson 

Mr. George Maines 
Advert1aer5 Press, Inc. 
211 East Court Street 
Flint 3, Mich. 
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Defense Pav 
• 

Plan Sl1elved 
,. ... . 

that an across-the-board pay in-
crease for Federal civil em-
ployes might be approved. • It 
was intended as "ammunition" 
to help the three milli~nget a~ compatible with eye, and full face value for the 
servicemen and women m- the requirements of national loss of any two members. 
eluded, Hannah declar~~- . security, of the implications. of Those employes who retire 

"-The ~oo~ report, s~1d thi~ action upon the foreign on an immediate annuity bl!' 
Hannah, "Justiftes a substantial 
increase for officers from the 
rank of Army colonel and Navy 
captin up, . minor increases 
down the line and suggests t}lat 

. tbe lowest-grade enlisted ranks 
might be paid less." 

In the report, ~e chiefs of 
; staff, Hannah md1cated, were 

Auoclated Pren 

Seek, Freedom 
Now rray-balred, 52-year-old 
Volney Davis Is pictured 
after appearinr In a St. Paul 
(Minn.) court to seek freedom 
from a life sentence for the 

1935 kldnapinr of Edward 
Bremer, St. Paul brewer. 
Davis claims his constitution-
al rlrhts were violated. 

Envoy From Britain 
• h h S

olicy at a time w en t e. ec- Is Received by Chou 
ctary should have the widest 

compared with presidents of 
• steel companies and privates

with apprentices. 
The Pentagon hopes to get 

some legislation enacted pro-
viding additional medical care 
for dependents and housing in 
lieu of a pay increase. Publica-
tiori of the Hook report, setting 
a money value on such benefits 
would give ammunition to oppo-
nents of such bills it was in-
dicated • 

• 
• 

AID--Frona Page I 

Senate Unit 
Acts on China 
the Security Council, or qen-
eral Assembly of the United 
Nations, the President is re• of it; face value in the event of branches of Government, plus 
quested to inform the Congress the Joss of a leg, an arm, or an 
insofar is 

policy of th~ United_ Sta~es, fore age 65 would get free 
~nd- o~r foreign relationship s, coverage until they reached 
mclu~m~ that cre3:ted by n:iem- that age. At that time, the 
bersh1p m ~he United Nahons, face value of their policies
together with any recommen- would be reduced at a rate of 
dations which he· may have 2 percent a month but in no 
with respect to the matter." case could a policy be cut to 

Sen. J. William Fulbright (D- under 25 percent of its face 
Ark.), one of those who agreed value. Employes who remain 
to the Know land formula, said in the service on reaching age
he's "reasonably" satisfied with 65 would not have to pay pre.
it. "It certainly is a far cry miums. 
from wlthdrawln1 from the All tho .. who have full-time 
U. N.," he commen~ed. Federal jobs would be covered 

"It does not re_qu1re~ session automatically by the Insurance 
of Congress. If 1t requires. any- plan. Those who do not care 
thing, it requires the President to participate in it must notify 
to consul~. with the leaders of their agencies in writing.
Congress. . The bill covers officials and 

Sen. H •. Alexand_er Smith (R- ------------
N. J.), actmg Foreign Relations 
chairman. said that under the 
Knowland plan if t_he "crisis" D. C. Sergeant Honored 
of U. N. membership for Red • • 
China should develop, at least For Services in Korea the genuineimported 
the leaders of Congress and of A s t E II B Bl key I
the Foreign Relations Commit- rmy erg •r ~e M :1 E' for PERFECTIONIll 
t would be summoned for Jr., 27, son o rs. a_rie . 

INSURE-From Page I -· 

Senate Votes Insurance Plan 
•

nual salary at a rate of $6.50 alemployes alike, from the Prest-
year for each $1000 of cove~age. dent and members of Congress 

The policy would pay double to elevator operators and mes-
In case of accidental death. sengers It includes all three 
Also it would pay 50 percent • 

the District of Coulmbia em• 
ployes and officials. N9 policy 
can be written foi- more than 
$20,000. 

The plan ,would be operat~d
by the Civil Service Comm1s­
sion. It is backed by private 
insurance companies which will 
underwrite' it. · 

-

~ 
, ~ .ask for C.., 

SWITZERLAND 
SWISS CHEESE 

llssihle support in Congress TOKYO, (Friday), July 9 ·IA'I. ecs ltat'on with the Presi- Blakey, of 4225 Washington flavor fe,rJ.tr,t --• 
nd the country." Chou En-lai, Premier and For- S~~~u I place nl' .. '1~" ht"'~ ft0,•~n1ed_a ' 

>-... - •·· • ~: • ' i11ttP" 
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_Castillo Wins Control in ~uatemal~, 
N~med Presi~erit;. Junta Drops -2 M~n 

• GUATEMALA CITY, July 81 sional government in a reor- Announcement of the chang-
(INS).---Gen. Carlos CarUllo ganization that reduced the es was made today by Rodrigo 
Armas today assumed the pres- five-man military junta to three Robles Chinchilla, secretary­
idency of Guatemala's provi• ·members. 

MRS. L. E. WALKER 
614 So. Fairfa.x St., Alexandria. Va., 
chO"aen for thia honor by THE WOM­
EN OF THE CHURCH, SECOND 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Alex• 
and{la, Va. • 

Mn. Walker buy, her • Stokely-Van 
Camp products 11 THE SAFEWAY, 
corner Prince & Royal Ste., Alex• 
aodria, MR. V. R. SMALLWOOD, 
Mgr. She HY• you, too, can be • Beat 
Cook, the Beet Cook',· way, with 

• general of the junta, who said 
1the election of Castillo Armas 
took place last night.. 

The move now gives the "11b­
eration" army leader complete 
control of the three-man junta. 

United Pie"Castillo Armas' election was 
approved unanimously by the CoL Castillo Armas Col. MonJon Maj. Olivia 
five members comprising the ••• th111 make up new 3-man ;unta now ruling_·Guatemala
junta last night. Then Col. 
Mauricio Dubois and Col. Jose i-------------------------
Luis Cruz Salazar resigned, 
leaving only Castillo Armas, 
Col. Elfego H. Monzon and 
Maj. Enrique Oliva in control. 

Maj. 'E n r I q u e Oliva was 
brought into the new provi­
sional government by Castillo 
Armas and his retention in the 
new three-man group gives the 
liberation leader uncontested 
control. 

Monzon had been No. 1 man 
In the provisional five-man 
group that has ruled the coun­
try since July 2, when a cease­
fire was reached between the 
"liberation" army forces and 
Monzon, who had taken over 
from the previously Red-backed 
governments. 

Today's announcement came 

three weeks to the day from the Foreign Office claimed in a cir­
time when Castillo Armas led cular note to embassies in the 
his s!'lall group _of anti-Commu- capital it' had information on 
nist insurgents into Guatemala ,. . . i . .. 
from neighboring Honduras. certain irregu 1ar ties 1n some 

Within two weeks the leftist missions, including the carry-I 
government of Jacobo Arbenz ing of bombs and other arms· 
Guzman was overthrown, to be into the embassies by some 
succeeded by a military junta refugees. , 
led briefly by Col. Carlos En- The Foreign Office com­
rique Diaz. plained that some refugees 

The latter, in turn, was de• were permitted to receive vis-, 
posed and a five-man junta led itors, talk on telephones, enter 1 
by Col. Monzon and pledged to or leave the compounds and 
oust Communists took over. hold conversations with peo-1 

Chinchilla said Castillo Ar, pie in the street. The state­
mas' election "does not affect ment said such acts might 
continuity" of the junta, which cause demonstrations and that 
will continue to rule pending Government guards hereafter 
elections. will stand watch at all foreign

Earlier, the new Guatemalan missions. 
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June 9, 19S4 

I don't kn• whetl'er ,-u•1l want to report it, but Central 

Iatellicence has aa4ie three aborti-.. attelll'te te o"Yerthr• Guatemala's .II 

4Jtink• goTernaeat. CIA hu 'been working through eleaents in ... the Ar,q, 

f'rienaly to the United states. The■e Ar,q officers dian't. want t.o insti1ate 

the reTolution, wt a,reec to support it. I don't kn• any further details, 

e,ceept that three atte11Pts to pull it ott tailed. , 
7 Yea1111hile, the NaTThas been boar.ting foreign ships en 

the high seas UHi searching the■ ter Guateaalan aiw, - :ln j 5 al' violation 
1 

ot intemational law. I aa told reliably that_. at least three ships 

ban been stopped and searched, though I couldn't get the ru111e■ or nationalities 

ot the ships. • • 

As I said, I don't know how auch ot t.hb you would want to 

rei,ort anywa;y. • 

.. • 
• 

• 

• 
I I 

.. 

,, JfellOto DP fro■ JAs 

·-
• 

• 
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• M!ly 27, 1954 

Memoto DP fl-am JA1 

Here is a roundup on Guatanala ...... . 

~. OUr sudden P 2 ; 2 ii indignat.ion over the -olisb 

anns sbi.pnents 18 part of' a deliberate strategy to stamp out CCIJlllUni.sm 

1n Guatemala. The actual tact is that Guatemala bas been shopping for 

arms babind tb~ iron curtain for some time, as we have reported. :rnfact, 

we reported specifi~ that C-uatanala bad received arms shipnents from 

Pol.and as lomg aa six n>nths ago. 'lh• truth is that we forced Cuatmal.a 

eith ?r to ~ behind the iron curtain or to go without arms. She tried 

to bqy from us, and w. turned her down. Tbeo she 

dickered Yith OUl' allies for surplus &111lS. Ve discouraged than fran 11el Jing 

to her. For e:Dllpl.e, lib.en Guatemala tried to bw SCllle P-6l•s from It.a:cy, 

the ltaJ 1ans queried • :ashingtm whether or not to sell. The • •ord was cabled 

back not to sell.. e are now moving ahead with a deliberate campaign to 

pressure the Ocamuniste out of power 1n Guatemala. (As you know, the 

Commmista don't aetualJ:, cmtrol the go"fernment, though there are a couple 

of s~ Reds in the cabinet. Gue.t8111llahas al~o taken many of its cues 

on foreign poliey fran the KNIDlln.) 

'• 2. We were worried about growing CcmlI!Ullist strength in Guatemala 

for two reasons. First, Guataae.l.a could be a threat to the PanaDB canal. 

If' r.uatemal.a is all.wad to build up as a pro-Smet militaly po'-'er, it j £ 
• might be able to blor up the Pal1amaCanal in case of w.r with Russia. 

Secmd, Guatanala ls already being used as a base b7 the Conmunists to infiltrate 

other Latin and South Aaerican countries and to spread a• I a. anti-united 

flt.ates propaganda . 

. . ,._.anwhll I a we have a small Arlrl:, and Air mission 

in Guatemala, training the same AfllG" and Air Force that has been bcying 

supplies behind the iron curtain. Under the agreement, however, as long ·as 

https://CCIJlllUni.sm


- anderson, guateulla• 

2G2222 .. 
our mUituy missions are 1n Gwltems.la, no S at g 1 1 $ rat. other foreign 

military mission can cane in.. Furthermore, our military mission has a 

number of friends inside the q 7 • GatameJan Ar1113. As a result, 

the Guatamalan governmS'lt baa been trying to get rid of our military missions 

tor five or six months. Once the government attempted to cut off the funds 

which, under the agreement, the Guatemalan Aff!q ~s tolmrd the missiom s 

expenses. 7iowever, the pro-U.S. elaoents in the AJ:t/q stopped this mo e. 

In other words, we have a foothold inside "uatmnala, and .,,.e are trying to keep 

it - even though ,,.a are 1n the poaltion of giving techniClll advice to the ver., 

Army that 5 ' I 1k a has been getting its nnns behind the iron curtain. 

4. '1• can also brin,:r econcanic _.,ressure on Guatemala, since t.he 

United States bw 85 ~cant ot' Guatlrnala 1s coffee. For some stre.nge reason, 

the state Depe.rtmmt has suddenly classified the figures on coffee iJnports 

from Guatemal.a. HCMJTer, ycu can report tMt the united states bought 56½ 
million pounds ot coffee fl-an Guatamala last year. 

https://Gwltems.la
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COPY-
•· novt ·•i- SUPPORT 'TIIE QUA !l!AUU CO~UllIB'i' PAl • 

l. Arbem .ldminiatration ~eta Climate Fa'fONbl.e For 
aa ~ C.Clllllunlat Before Fres!cr.nt Arbena \ook alltoe':rz• 
oii 1-Nh is, l9Sl, ere •• no prat ... ed •ca.1111d.n Pa"'7 ot 
Guateal.a, • lhoaa,a \wo <.e11111wiutaroupa bad ... l'Sed \he pft.S.oua 
,-1' •. '11w ... rgenae at a ld.liant, opan ~Cla\lDln part.,' uader 
the /.!bas Adll1m.au&tian u d9'alled 111~ tollow1ng cbl"OD­

ol017 1111lcbenabliab• Iba •bNpben ta~abla lo c..untat 
ll'OWUlPNWiliDI under \he pract 0,-.t;•eJtlD OownaMD\e 

!ltt t: l~ Jo-' .lllnuel FORTtmt tor \be ftrn \ta 
o • • :, hiuelt •s.orna17 General ot ta. CG111111-

111A tart,- ot 0uat .. 1a • 

.run.2k19'11 '1lMtColaunin Par\7 holds t•• tint publJ.eriiii atliM\er pl'lmded an tu requea\ ot Iba llta1nr,­
~-tian tor 11nl.tval JNJ"P••••• announcea 1\ w1ll ... 1c 
nciAratlcm •• a 1Atpl par\7. 

ee-«µ, l9S2a Viator 'Qa.el CtJ'l"Irrt..RtZ, labor leader, 
fttuma troa Maecow, annoances be wU.1 dillaolw ht• aepa­
rat.e Ccmnmut-11De Bnold1GMJ7 orken Pa~ of Oute­
aala (.'.JOO), adnaea 1\e IIHben '° join Jror\1119"• • Ca.111-
Dist ,arty ot Oua~a•la ae be wUl clo. 

~int{r:tire I Prnident l?bens ncei fta npNanv.tiwa 
ot Y 1111-1'CCIIIIND18\Par\7 of Chat Ila in tile perlod1cal• 
pol1l-ical ••t.1DI• ot .ldain1atratioa pm.SU in Ilia office. 

Oot.clbff 6~2• Ccwewdat Part7 jot.na wt..._ °'her Adwtnt­
dration ta• ta fOl'IWII a •Daocratic Elec\oral Front" 
f• Jemar,, 19'), Caagnad.cm&l elec\icma. I\ nm•t." 
f-'ol'\11117••·taa• Adaininrattm•• candidate tor~ Dtipan­
..nt. ot a.,~ (!..•• Uae oapiu.l aa4 nrl'Olllld1111 c11e­
\r1.ote). AoaCll'dlas ,. pm• report.a, Pren.dat ·~ 
pereonal.17 imet"ftlled u ao-.-be .. • to tone aae et \be Acl­
~rat:l.a ParU•, •• Pan7 ot 'he O.taalan Reft.111-
,:1.111(P,"l) \o aooep\ fonaro' ■ aanHdaq. 

Deo..,_.oJ4=16tJ!2• Tb• U.te, Jan ('caaunut PaJ'Q' belcl 
l\■ S. 111to Ccmpeu, ._ tirn 1n. pd,lio, aad 
ohllnaed :I.\• DIiie to the Oua'--la11 labcr Pazv (Part.:ldo 
Ouataalteoo Ml Trllba.1o-POT) •.. 
Decabel' lii• '1'beCi~ Hegi.nrv ot Ova-t1nl1•,I
ffiii&rtoB~z Caboa, an otftcer at the Raou\iw 
Bnnoh ot ua.OO'l'Vlal9llt, accep\ed the NC1st.rat1cm of 
\he O.t•• 1•a labor PanJ' u • leaal politioal part7 ill 
81)1w ot Antcle :32ot \he 0111t. Jg ronnttutian pro­
hibit.Sal pol1tical Ol'plltllaliom of~ "lONip or in\er­
naUaaal. cbaraoter.• 

COP!-
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CCJ>l- -a-

Jan•q 16-18 l~l' Th• CCIIDIRlll1at IebOJ" Par\y o.•-sJ•n 
dff) rw 1n lie 7:oicieaaional •l~lau an pan ot tit• 
4dw1n1nftt1on 1s -O.OCnt.1.o E1.ect.oN1 Front.a• Ac:bd.ninra• 
tlan nppon tailn '°elect ranllDY, POTSecnt&J7 0enera1, 
in I>epe.nan\ ot Ouataala, bl&t dou •~ Carloa tlmuel 
l"ELLECrR,PO! 1-dff, ae Dep11t7fNa Eao'1111t.la. 

•!!f7.• 12'31 'flaeMe:tnistfttim' • •Deaoofttta Elea\oral 
Proa\ ta t.anaf01'1114 111\o Ule._t.ioaal Deaocftttc r">nt,• 
a oO&lit.ion ot all M-101.tfttion partS..e iaolwling the 
Caaanin Oaten-Jen labor Paf'7 which oonten periodiaalq 
wtt.b PNaident bbem. 

Februag: 1? 1 lCJSJ• The O.•--Jan r.bor Par\71 •.Jacobo 
Saiiclie■, Ccmnm..nindootrin&Uca ■c:hool o10Nd 1n 1950 
andel' tile pz'fflou echdn1nra\1an, ta nc,pmed. 

t!£' s:::21lCJSJ• The Cc,mmmiat o.t...,J•n labor Paff7 
its int •t10D11l Oipn:laatlon Conarw, olaiaa 

t.blt. pa,v lllllbenbip ban doubled eince t.be partT'• D90a­
'ber 19'2 Cc:.mgNU, •1ch would pa\ Ute naber ~ oud• 
can,-tng 118111,erw1a -. 1000-3000 brackltt • 

.l9P!t 15, l9SJ1 Chataalan lAbor Par\T bec1m J)Ul'l1#lf:1nc 
Trib~ P~, t.be coaDU7 1n t1nt datl;r C01WU11Set;un-
paper ■M ioa I for cSeuila of 1cmtrnman~■awon) • 

loYaber 20-42!.!R~• Int.he mmic1pal eleot.iona, ,u 
~ O\lllt ____,__ z.bor Par\7 nma ~mq tor 
t.b• tint. U..a elaote Ca.un1a't mayon 1D tflfJJt proriDcial 
toana, C1D1 ot thllll tile tapoav.nt PacUtc al.ope o0111\ID1-
oati011■ oenter of leouia\la. 

B. GOVE FACILrl'IES POR Cmru\JNISI' CAUSES 

1. 'l'h• Gowrment-owned J.J1ar10 deeentro Am,rica 
!J>nad• the CC'.lmluniet linen Jlthough ite editor-in-chief ta 
a 6 re~lutiona17 iel'tiat," lt ch1et ec11,ona1 writer, ».dardo 

m, Sa a Baadaran CC111ard.s\aUe. It pd,11.abe■ the nleun 
of~ Coamni■t-comrolled latiGDal Peace C«.:ld.tMe amt pwa 
a,apa~io pti)Uait7 • \be Ouatanl•n labor (Cc11111m1■t) Paft7 

1and lo \be Cc•nmS..n-trcm 11GN11a OJ"PDiAt.icn (DO), yvdb 
IOJ'PD1 M t.ica (tJDG) allll studesne orpnlla\im (rm>). It■ 

•mw 11.niolea and ed1t.ol"1ala often~ tile Cc.llunift lJM, 
iDol.udl.111, tor exaapJ•• cbarpe flt. ~ •rl•re ill 
~ora. I\ pwa fa'l'Ol'Qla pablio1t)- t.o dewl.opaenta ill Cuobo­
■low1da, Polud, ftee l&rq 11119'3 tibia D8Wap6Pff alao pub­
lilbed •t..nal f'awrable lo Juliu an:l Ethel ROOFJIBEHO,the 
can'fS.o\ed u. s. atcal.o 1pi.e 11boae encuticn •• t.hen pendtns. 

COPf 
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2. lhe Oownmont Supports the C0DD.unia, N:"E;Pff 
Trtbuna P~• !bia ciaiiinenpaper-.. founded en ugust 151 
i§3j aa t~f1clal m'l8l1 ~ \be 0.teMJ•n labor P8l'v (POT), 
0.teaala'• ~ Pan,-. It•• oneuibq financed~ 
IU>,ooonbacribed "7 pan7 -ben, a .,. too aall te found 
a dld.q nnapapw. ID I>ecaabm-,19'), about m c8 1\a aoluan­
inches ot actwnu~ t.T nnai tupect1CD pl"Oftd t. baw bNll 
inNrted l,J' OU11t.eaalan IOftl'DIIIDt aganoua. I\ baa bNn reponed 
1n the prua u4 tna ~ aourcea t.hll\ \Ile pren CD 11b1ob 
1t b prin\ed wu pqrchaeecl 1n Con& •'1c& "7 the 0..-t ■■elan 
Gow.nae.Di. 

). The Gon1.-.u\--oeed Kat.ional Radio. 'MW--Tbe Votoe 
ot O.♦...Ja baa a pollc,. wrU.oilq s&iitlciI to ~Ga\ cit the 
Oowl'Dil8llt, newapaper. IM DtNnor la Carloe ALVlRlDO Jenz. 

4. The Gowm:ient ?rondos DuUd~e for Cor:munist 
and C,cm:nmist-lront tlaQ!r.!• bcau1ples1 & une 21, 1951, the 
llliiisl17 o! &focation ad owr a t.h•t.er tor \Ile tint J>li,lio 
Ca.nmtn Jl&"J' rall,J under a law ents.nc ande par\ ot the 
thellt91' 18 , .. , .. cnal\un.l. IIINtinpJ an Jllq 31, 195'.3,~ 
aalitoria ot th• 1onn11•11t adaool, Bele, •• handecl Oft!' \o 
~ CCIIIIUD1.at-oontl'Oll.ed Jiational. Peace Ccalllitt• tor a 
Nlq \o celebrate th• lOl"IMlnAniat.:lce •• a det•\ ot •1.al"loan 
1JlperialJ.na1• Oil October 16-19, 1953, t.he O.t Jan Sqn•• 
CO'lll't lnd.ldiJJC ._. hauled c,.,.r for \he •5eocmr1Coa\tDatal Cm­
tuwe ot Deaocnt.:lo tn.,v.,• a ■-t.ing pr-1'•1D&17 t.o the 
BnaNla IINtiJII ot \he Ccamn1st-ccatrolled Int.emat.1cmal 
Aa1ociat.1m ot ~lo laW)era (IAll ). Hip ott1.oi&l• ot 
Ule Co'ftl'llUnt. at.tended allot these ...-tu,ae. 'lb-,. an on11' 
\bne c&N■ at~ dm.111 t.he Al'bcs Adatninra\lca. 

'. TM 00ftl'IJll9M Subaidised \he Caramiat-controlled
•s.o-4 ConttneiiEai eciifeNDCeof ts..ioratlc t:njvii 1 CD &io­
ber 16-19. 1953. 1'laepnaidm\ial bw1get t1"'1"Nallot\1111 
IU>,000appe&nc1 ill \he ottiotal pM\\e• !! Ouataalteco. 

6. The Oovemt111tntHu Tumed Over a iiuUd~ to the 
National labor 'ed.iratlon ooro, it at-con­lmClfing IIILS GOlml!UD 
trolled. It 1• COTOheadquarter,,. 

'1. The ,1ona1 Police ~ar1.d>a Band attended Foreign 
C,CD""unist Conference. It wae the Ouardu <'1vU.•e*'deras de 
mi Tierra0 which attended tu J~ !953 Buohareat Youth 
P'istiwl. 

le 'l'be 111n1etrz of 1''1.Dance ~old a Lot to a Comrru.nist 
Deputy at 01~ct Price. 1 decree, published 1n th• iocai 
pnea in October, 95J, riwal.N \bat a IOWl'mllln\ lol on the 
taehiaaable Aftld.da de la RefOl'IIII bad Ma Nld ,o CNU 
lfON'l'FJtr.()ROPaiiLiui.~u\7 of t.h•Ouat ... Jan t.bor (C".- m1.-) 
Par\7 1 t• •ewn ems\■ a aict•re ..ter. the pr.a■ NPGrted \be 
•-1 p1'1oe u tl.2-$2, • eq\llN -..t.er. 
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Ul1QLAS5U'1BJ) 

O. 0OVr.:. 0:11011 POL101S II SUPPOlT COHMUIISN. 

1 • .DiaGft•~nt "t*Mrn l.ta lu. 9tnply\lqp It 
9tRIDl Aaerter ...,., .. ,. 111 April 1953 ,o aTol4 ,anlol­
pa,1ou ta d1aouatoa or ,u Salftd.ona propo-.1. ter ooqoenet 
Ceatal Aurloaa aMnrea acala•' GOIIIIWllet 1at11,ratloa. 

2. iAtttMtP\ MS,IN\1~4&ppprl JI( lM D e({td la 
IVM• PneH,ut Ar'beu •Mted oa Aprll 6, 1951, l"• \baa a 
aoa\h alter hl• ,.- ,roo-pa oRld. IIOIlJ1&11C'U"&,l01l, Qiuah■■ le■ 
N ••• , m of 1M Mlll•Jbe•• wUbou, Y1ola\l .. ,_ prlnclpl.e 
et DOA-la\erwutl• M4 o-,-x,•1nc '- 1\atv.t•• ot •• a. Ille 
Cff•l'WP ... &11111ractto •14.ed wl\A \he ClllMM o..,,..,,,. 
u4 hr\h ~-- la obaa-pa ot •1aperlallet accn••toa," .___ 
terlol lCAl warlan• lbe u.a 4vlzac tu onaa hoa,u111 ... 

,. im,_,, Oppqat l>i19P1d.01 Al Gcrrw\M U. 
9flraM•• 0a lo'naber 10, 1953 <Nlllerao .c. ,1 1 ..o,actlac u 
o..•-Jaa repnNakUYe cm ~ Coanoll ol Oqanla11on of 
berioaA Sh.t•■, -rote4 aptu, \be Va1'e4 fl'-t•• • propo-1 Iba\ 
•• U• oa Coaam1a, lmeneaUon la \he belll•Jb.•n be pu oa 
\he acnda of ~• 'fmh ta,enatlonal OOAfel'UCM of -.nou 
Sta••• eahMUled. to ... , la ouacu, '••smla, la MaNh 19.S,.. 
Oaate-..l& wa■ uae eol• Aaert.oaa a._,. ,o ••te acatn•I tlll■ 
pnpo■-1. 1laoe -.. &Ao-pied \be-•• CAI Comacil aotlon '-

o.,,....,u Gc,nrwn\ PHH, .. well aa Iha A4a1at1, .. ,1. 
pelUloal tl••• ~ aUaob4 $lw t>l'Ol'Oaal •• cUecnaaao ... 
--111 la\enenlon, 1.UelS.111U u ln•rf•r•no• ta t.1 ... 1.u 
la\enal. at~a1 .... 

4. 111&ouatueJen!01111a.cona »A lll ill. I.ta 
lia 1a !i!l,. !u.ll Prp-Sqflfl. De\ail1 an aftllaltle la Iba 
Depart•11I, •• ,11e a-i.,■ t• of ,u l9S:, M•■lon 1■ u, aftll­
nl• un. 

,. 9MtmJM IUgutlq Ml 9°Plt••· smrn§Mll•'•
Dfl\h. 0a Marob ,._10, 195), Prea14HI ArlNlna, )l r:eputl•• la 
Uoape•• u4 ,_ Ooauin a.,,.1aa lAbOI' ,...., MU ••Miill•• 
of oon4olence fer S\alln'• 4.M\lk. la add.Ulan,• Naron 11, 
,. Gm.I I ]an CO"'lft•• ObHffed. aim&le ol •ll•noe la awe• 
,. ~-. ,u .., lecl•l&lve ot ,aa. •• ,.l'D d.eal•Jlb•N •• 
4.o 10. 

fO 80'1, O?. I . 

l. Al,aq•I lQ !iat•eltPI b ... §aJMI-Spouprd 
IWAPMP YRRCDl!tl .Y l2.5l. fiw oouMYat JOU'UTUICof o..le­
Mlaae ,o ~lel--apouon4 &alhviDS■ la :u:ro·:>e,tor wbloh $he 

https://l>i19P1d.01


CUS IFI D -.s-

Ouahmlaa GoYel"DINJl\ prorlcle4 Jl&Hpona, la Ulua\rated" ,. 
tal.lori.lC departure• aanowaoed la ,a.. PN•• la 195)1 

.!All l'Jtal 
JJa1eca,n 
fe °'IIU• 

1Jnenat1oal Ooaferem• la 
Def•• .. ot ~ •!c"• of 
IOII\~, Vleua 

:, 

orl4 Coasre••ot 
Oopellbap.o 

aaen, 

Juae orU ~ OnaoU, hdapeal :, 

Jal¥ Wor14 O-"•• ot teaah.en, fleua 2 

Jul.J', • ... lrd or14 Toulb OOllf&NII UIII 2,5 
01'14 TGll\h lenlYal, Bu.cbaNa\ • 

aD4 fh11'4 •14 Sh4en\■' Oo11Cft8•• 
War-

""16 vrw l&l>orSob.ool, 1'leua 1 

S.pl___. VJ't'IJ W•lt OOJll:NH of hue 6 
Vlliou (u1• ta ea,.), flenna 

JrffnMI" Jo■4 MamaelJon_,- 1 8"Nlal7 l 
0.Deral of tu OOIIIIU.DS.ato., •. 
alaa labor !u't,r, l•"•• t• u 

Deoeaber "'o1'14 OOIIINH ot Deaoora,10 Lw,-n 2 
(ul4 la Jaa.), fleua 

In a441,1on, ... "" of ,. 0aa,...i •• Dalec&llOA ,. \M 
»aall&Nal Vctr14 Jou\h :re8'1ftl la .&.vcul vat oa \o IOU' Ibo 
t' .. ~ u4 c U1ld Oal• u4 u1eca,•• •• '- toi>er '~" 
Oo111N•• •• fleua Yl•U• \be o • lure ••r•al■o pnb&ltlT 
Giber 0.1\ •• lu• ,a .. uac la o.,n.1 aa4 JIM\en Jlvope alno•, 
t•r 1A•kno•, la • .,,_., 11 waa UD011Mecl wl\boul colas lalo 
cta\all• '-' aon O..~MJ•• v(N).4 at\elll ,u )1U'• labOI' 
Sollool. la Ylelma. 

~ tlaaatac ot ,u .. ll'lpt atroacll' ••'• lbal tu 
Gla\N&laa OoYeJ'DMn\ uA/O'I llltenallonal OOIIIIWllal upal-­
tlou an pa"1 •P Mae •MT• lor lu\a.aoe, onaUas u UUl• 
a■ ,1000 r per■oa fe, tl'aU;porlallon u4 upeaNI tu a ro-cmd.­
,rlp ,o it'u'op■ It¥ \be -6 peno.n.• reoo~ la 19.S,, Ible woul.4 
•'611 aa ml--, of .,J..6,00C>-4 .,. tar la aoeH ot .., olala 
-4• fOI' a -.0111111ar,• oomrllnltloa 4rl'N. 

https://OOIIIIU.DS.at
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U.Cl.AS lFIW 

' Ull TS J.tV UH T 3'lkPA iilZEf\/, PrOI IT@ 
b7 PHBSID IT ARD z. 

Aacng t. tw k.,- peraona in t.b• Arbena locllini.t,at.1m who are 
C ..uniat.a or h••• , riced Cc:aawu.et. leaninga I\NI 

l. .utomo : C1UNO, appoint.ed an& ~•r ( Chief) ol tJw 
uat. .J.an ln1t.it.\lt.e of Social S.ovit.1 _, Pn.S.dent. Arbeo■ a 
ontb &tter h1a ~rat.ion. Ona• a •mb•r of t.h• 1exica.n 

.;o.=unia\. pan7, Solol"S&IIO at.111 toUawa t.h• So..-let. Un• cloa~, 
al tl.ou ·. ott1c1ally a lllllllber ol t.he Part.:, ot t.be ,uat•alan 
. .nol11"1on ( · G). 

2. Roberto ...\ , v r'u11nt.••, appoint.ed Allbaendor t.o 
Hw.co 111 Jul.7, 19S). <.,nae aoU•• in Coaauniat oirclea in Chila, 
,\J.varado naent.ea waa Prea1dem. ot Congr•• iA 195l-S2, at.tended 
the ovat.-.pcGBored '-orld Peace ConlNII• 1n Vienna 111~o••ber 
1951. le WMtdto keep, and pou1b1.7 still doea, port.Nit. ot 
Lein 1n hia Out-av] a Cit.7 bom•. ff• 1a alao a P~ s•ber. 

J. Jdae lllAZ Rouot.t.o, Seonta.17 General or Pna:1.der& 
An>ens• 1Xecutive ...rtio•, th• 1naidant.ial oorN pondenc• 1a 
ohamelled t.hro\lth bl• otfice. \ nee ill l l.9 aeleoted at. a 
... t.1.at pre.S.ded cwer by t! • o uniat. Cld.et, Fort.1.n.:.,, aa th• 
tint . crotar.r CialeNl. ot t.he , t.eraal.an Cc:iai.uniat-tront .,..._•• 
Co .It.t.ee, iaa itoasotto b&il•d "b9 or Aaiatio• at. a pd.,11.e
rall..Tor t.b• "1onal. reac11 ,o:citt.H on Jlll7 31, 1953, &a 

"another •t6P towrd a ~1al1at tlorld. He ha• bNn ott1o1&117 
conneo\ed wit.b th• llat.1onal ~novnt.1on rt4 ( . ) . 

•• ,&l.demar ruuos .o.ie, c~t ot t.h• Lude s.cuon at 
the fat.imal. "''~rarinn Oepartatnt., and ·c.1r,e Cbiet ot t.be • rt­
•nt. llltun t.h• Chier 1a abaen.t. He 1a a re tlatend mat>er or t.b• 
C niat l.lat.•&lan Labor ,arty ( 1r). other ·co~nbt.1 1.n t.he 

t, 1onal Agrarian . . ,-t,::i t. are • l nn 1n t.be • pendix. 

s. Hu.o tJ. l ~ nie, brothar fl t.be \,ow, appoint.ad 
1Jeput7 ..fl&Jpe-.;tor 0111eral ot Labor in tJctober, 19SJ. l'e 1a al.ao 
a n,iat.end t. m.ber or . h• ~01111Wniat T. 

6. ;,.rloe ALV 1VC.Jere■, ap ,oi,a.ed Di.Net.or General ot 
ft&dio IS.-doa.Una 1n wt 19S3 art.er ha had been ••nilut tor 
ION t.ial ... Uinct.cir fl th• 1&t.1onal Radio • H• 1a an aTOwd 
Caamuniat.. 

In addiUoa \0 th• AJ"b.naap;,01.ntaent. ■, hi• Adlliniet.rnt.1on 1• 

political lea.den ha'H 1dent.1ae<1 tb ... elve■ with C.o,munilt cauNe, 

https://appoint.ad
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fashionabl• under th• pl"Nem reaia. G\alllenao V rriol&, t.be 
ourNnt Presid t. o ~on.gr sa and ecrut ry tor ,r,· nis&tion ot t.he 
lievolutJ.onsu')' ct.ion Pvt,1 ( ) • 18 PNaident ot th• nepart.alllt ot 
ua\tllala eaco C t.t •• ••uzueto i UD c1onuc.1, 1niat•r of 

U Interior and S.cnt.a17 0 ,eral ot tha Fart;, of the Guat.emalan 
evul"'-1c:, ~ ,:itv,, addreaNd t.la JulJ ll, 1953 at.1onal. Pean Coaa:L\.t.oe 

nl.l.7 t.o oalebr&W tt e iONlft And ~ c:e nd the 01 Wlbt-tront ''Second 
onun tal Co:i!ennc• ot ocn\io I.aw,rer " ln Owat...ia .~T i:i 

"::1.ober, 195J. : • Cbl f J11a1..1ce, laroial. ., "Z ontcno ro, pNa1ded 
ner t.b• o nlnr fl ~1• c.,teNnc•. Hura'bert.o l l?m Z ...ol... a, 1.t.l 

• 1.atrar and a .. 'ber or tb• NaUonal .. enov.,tion Part.y, wae ...t.en~ 
tho crld Co re ■a ol .>emoorat.io Lawyer11 1n Januar'7• 1954. 
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DP--Guatemala info 

Ward Stevense4-Ad 4-4412 (Wisconsin & N) sez he 
has operated a sawmill in Guatemala last several 
years--may have some info for youo 

Has been in-and-out of Latin America since 0 19270 
Served with Marines in Nivaragua six years 0 



INFORMATION BUREAU 
No. 7 Guatemala City August l, 1953 

Electric Power Shortage a National Problem 
A walkout of power company employes on July 16 left 

Guatemala City and eight nearby towns without electricity. 
,Nine and a half hours after the strike started, the govern­
ment intervened in the public interest. An executive order 
placed a government representative, Alfonso Bauer Paiz, in 
temporary charge of the company without prejudice to the 
company or striking workers. Government management 
will continue only until the wage issue is settled. 

Inconvenience suffered by the public during the brief 
power stoppage caused attention to be focussed once again 
on the electric power problem. 

SERVICE INADEQUATE, RATES HIGH 

The company, Empresa Electr-icade Guatemala, operates 
five small hydroelectric plants and one steam powered plant. 
The total capacity of the plants, all located near the capital, 
is only 17,210 kilowatts. Another hydro plant of 3,000 
kilowatts is under construction. 

'When the new powerhouse is comp~eted, the capital 
city anq surrounding area will continue to suffer a chronic 
power shortage. With less than 60 watts per capita 
available in the area served, even modest domestic use of 
electricity will remain limited. Today only a ff,W families 
which ha'l(e previously been. assigned "qu,otas'' may use 
electricity for cooking. 

Overloads on generators, some of which have served 
over forty years at full capacity, cause wide v.oltage and 
frequency variations. At times fluorescent lamps will not 
light; motors will not start; radios function poorly. 

Rates are high. Thousands of domestic users pay an 
average of 7.5 cent~ per kilowatt hour. The average in­
dustrial rate is 5.3, cents, although the four large industrial 
users pay onl.y 1.5 cents. 

SAFETY IGNORED 

Public safety is P.ndangered by existing electric instal­
ations. AJthough there is no national electric code, one 
of the contracts under which the company was granted 
its fifty year franchise requires that it observe the National 
Electric Code of the U. S. A. This contract provision Is 
violated in transmission lines, distribution lines, and private 
wiring installed under company supervision, according to a 
study made last year by' a congressional committee investi­
gatirg the rrann-er in which the company had evaded 
contractual obligations. 

It has been charged that failure bf the company to 

expand its service to meet demand, bad service, and safety 
code infractions have not been due to lack of revenue. 

OPERATION PROFIT ABLE 

OriginaJJy founded by a German citizen in 1894, the 
power company was expropriated as enemy alien property 
during World War I. Shortly thereafter it became a unit 
in the international power trust, Electric Bond and Share 
Co. 

Since then, financial manipulations masked by holdin~ 
companies, reorganizations, and name changes have beeti 
highly profitable to investors. 

Thus, although able to pay seven and eight per .cent 
dividends on preferred stock, and never less than five per 
cent on common stock; able to pay interest charges and 
amortization on bonds representing allegedly fictitious 
debts; the company finds itself in the unhappy situation of 
being unable to expand its services, properly maintain its 
equipment, or pay its workers an adequate wage. 

NEW APPROACH NEEDED 

It is felt that with the more progressive modern business 
outlook, where service to the consumer as well as profit 
to the investor is held important, there is a field for private 
operation on terms mon: favorable to the national interE1t 
than. those of the 12resent contract. 
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Although many Bteel poBts and tower8 are UBed to 
support transmfasion and distribution Zinea,wide u.,e is maae 

, of wooden posts. A survey by a congressional investtga.ting 
committee 8howed that 60% of the wood pests ,n use were 
m such bad ccnulition as to cOWJtitute an inmediate dan.g9T', 
Untreated posts installed many years ago are so rotted below 
ground that they topple if brmhed by a car or tructo. 

Danger to Pmlse1·sby results, M well as constant service 
.interruptions. 

Recently such a pole carrying high voltage fell over 

In the past, the need for power has been principally 
:for domestic use. The primitive nature of agrlcult11re and 
under developed industry has not demanded full use of the 
natural potential. 

In the count,;y as a whole, the total installed generating 
capacity is estimated at 40,000 kilowatts, including private 
and public installations. 

The 1951 report of the International Bank for Re~ 
construction and Development, noting that hydroelectric 
power is Increasingly important for economic development, 
recommended the establishment of a National Power Autho­
rity to plan and supervise an integrated program of 
construction and operation of publicly owned facilities. 

The report advised additional private power production. 
"Under present circumstances in Guatemala, there seems 
to be a field for both public and private ownership in 
electric power development," the report stated. 

while a lineman was at -u,wk on it resulting in serious tn• 
,uries to the worker. 

Bhown above on the left, a close-up of a woodmi potie 
with the 'lli8ible rot typical of many such posts. On the 
right i8 seen a pole which violate8 code p,·ovisio,J.8 governtng 
spa.ci11g of conductor lines. 

The U.8. electric code which the company contracted 
to follow specif1es methods of treating wooden posts and 
mtaliing wooden and steei posts, meth,od8 which ha,ue beB?I 
widely ignored by the company. 

"The Mission believes that, in cases where electric power 
has long been produced and where there are records of 
sales growth and unfulfilled demand for service, as in the 
case of the Empresa Electrica de Guatemala, private capital 
can be induced to invest with reasonable assurance ot 
return." 

GOVEJ<.l\MENT TAKES STEPS 

To meet immediate need, the 11:overnment has moveJ 
further into the field of public power. 

In his March 1 message to congress, Pres. Jacobo 
Arbenz stated that preliminary planning of a 30,000 kilowatt 
hydroelectric plant at Jurun on the Michatoya River had 
been completed. 

Actual construction is now under way. CompletiOJl 
of this federally owned plant will take four years. The 
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cost is estimated at Q. 5.500,000. (Quetzal at par with the 
dollar.) It will be financed by part of a Q. 20 million 
dollar treasury bond issue for public works. 

Engineers will use Lake Amatitlan as a dry season 
regulator of the water supply that will be conducted to 
the turbines through a mountain tunnel. 

When the project is completed, Guatemala will have 
built in four years a powerhouse with a third more capacity 
than the private monopoly has built since its inception. 
Competition by the government plant is expected to result 
in lower rates, better service, and more rapid expansion 
1,y the private company. 

Book Fair in September 
An eight day Book Fair will be held in Guatemala 

City beginning September 12. The purpose is to stimulate' 
interest and appreciation of the works of leading writers, 
Guatemalan and foreign. 

With the support of local writers, artists, educators, 
and cultural institutions, a comprehensive program of 
cultural activities is to be offered during the Book Fair. 
Raftles and auctions of autographed books have been ar­
ranged. Book stores have agreed on special discounts for 
the book buyi.ng public. Publishers and book dealers, of 
course, are cooperating fully. 

Main center of the book festival is to be the Exhibit 
Room of the centrally located National Palace, Guatemala's 
principal federal building. There books from many countries 
will go on display. A special section will be devoted to 
Guatemalan authors. 

A series of lectures is planned. Subjects include the 
history. of printing, the cultural outlook in Guatemala, 
distinctive costumes of Guatemala, and Guatemalan music. 

Of particular interest to music lovers is a concert by the 
National Symphonic Orchestra, twelve chamber music re­
citals, five concerts by vocal soloists, and six concerts of 
popular music. Readings of poetry, much loved in Guate­
mala, are to be given. 

Several theater groups will participate in dramatic pre_ 
sentations. Theatrical readings of the type recently 
popularized in the United States will be offered. The Gua­
temalan ballet group will perform. 

Public attention will be directed to books by daily tours 
of mobile libraries into urban neithborhoods. 

For children, puppet shows and marionette displays 
have been arranged. A display will be made, of children's 
books in the palace exhibit. A children's orchestra will 
present selections. 

September 15, Guatemala's Independence Day, falls on 
the fourth day of the fair. The Book Fair is sponsoring 
a contest for local artists to mark the day on which Gua­
temala won its independence from Spain. The paintings 
will be hung in the Exhibit Room at the palace. 

Representative of indigenous art will be an exhibit of 
the colorful masks made and used by the Indians in their 
ceremonial dances. The Archeological Museum has arran. 
ged the display of masks. 

Special bulletins. radio, movies, posters and the press 
are being used to publicize the Book Fair which has sig­
nificance for Guatemalans as a merited recognition of their 
contemporary artists. 

U. S. Editor Visits Country 
Gordon Pates, Sunday editor of the San Francisco 

Ohron:i.cle, flew back to San Francisco July 23 after a fifteen 
day tour of Guatemala as a gu~st of Guillermo Palmieri, 
director of the Tourist Bureau. 

In an interview with Guatemalan newsmen before his 
departure, he expressed himself as charmed with the natural 
beauty of the country. He retrained from comment on the 
progress of the agrarian reform other than to say that he 
had heard both favorable and unfavorable comment within 
the country. 

''I do consider the highway improvement program ot 
the Guatemalan government as of great importance, ae 
much for industrial development as for tourist convenience," 
•he said. Future industrial ·development has great pos­
sibilities, according to Pates. There is need for an in­
dustrial bank that will give financial assistance to local 
manufacturers. 

He smilingly denied that he had been bothered by local 
communists as had been reported in the local press, but 
stated that as far as he had been able to observe there was 
complete liberty of the· press which newspapers of differing 
political tendencies knew quite well how to exploit. 

He found no evidence of an anti-U. S. campaign in the 
country. To the contrary, "None of the American tour­
ists with whom I have spoken have mentioned any anti­
U. S. feeling in Guatemala. All speak well of this country." 

More on Santo Tomas Port 
The state bank, the Banco de Guatemala, has an. 

nounced the terms of payment to the Morrison Knudsen 
Co. of Central America. a subsidiary of Morrison Knudsen 
Co. of Boise, Idaho. for the co-struction of port facilities at 
Santo Tomas. 

Work is to be completed in 24 months. Total cost 
will be Q. 4.800,000.00 The government will pay Q.450,000 
monthly for the first six months, Q. 116,666.00 monthly for 
the next 17 months and a final payment of Q. 116,678.00. 

The government has guaranteed its compliance with the 
contract clauses by immediately placing the sum of 
Q. 4.800,000.00 in a special account with the Banco de Gua­
temala. In accordance with the government's instructions, 
the bank has placed the total amount in an escrow deposit 
with one of its main correspondent banks in the United 
States to ensure regular payments to the company. 

According to the bank, this contract initiates a new 
era <in the relations of foreign companies with the gov­
ernment. Its clauses are equitable, in accordance with 
Guatemalan laws, and provide safeguards for the country's 
economic security. The port installation will mean a con­
siderable addition to existing facilities for handling imports 
and exports fulfilling the desire of the government to 
facilitate international trade. 

https://4.800,000.00
https://116,678.00
https://116,666.00
https://4.800,000.00
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Capital City Public Works 
Guatemala City has just completed the construction of 

a new pipe line which will add considerably to its water 
supply. The project was made poss!ble by the Banco de 
Guatemala which helpe4 jn placing. a Q. 1.000,000.00 b0ne1 
issue. 

Other municipal projects benefiting the ~ommunity are 
under way. They are: 

a) construction of three markets in populous suburns 
to decentralize business activity and alleviate traffic con­
gestion; 

b) construction of a modern slaughterhouse for \togs 
and sheep in the outsk'rts of the city to replace an existing 
slaughterhouse which is obsolete and located in the heart 
of the city; 

c) construction of an adequate drainage system arn:.1 
additional city paving; and 

dJ modernization of street cleaning equipment. 

The Monetary Board has authorized the Municipality 
to issue bonds up to the amount of Q. 1.500,000 to be used 
in the undertaking of this important public works program. 
The bonds will be known as "Bonos de Obras Publicas de 
la Municipalidad de Guatemala," 5%, Series "E", at fifteen 
years maturity. Each year one fifteenth of the issue will 
be called. The issue will be financed with new revenue 
from the increase in the liquor tax. The Banco de Gua­
temala will act as Agent. 

Small Farm Methods Taught 
I 

Sh9rt' courses ip, ,node~ farmjng are being broUght to 
the peasants of Chimaltenango by the Department of ,\gri­
cmlture. The United States Embassy is cooperating by 
furnishing mobile movie equipment to assist in the program. 

Subjects offered include so·1 conservation, sou bet­
terment through leguminous crops, fertilizer methods, crop 
rotation, erosion control, scientific poultry and hog rais­
ing, seed selection, farm home arrangement, and the use 
of farm machinery. 

Guatemalan News on the Air 

«The Voice of Guatemala.», a. national radio broadcast 
service, transmits uninterrupted programs every day from 
6:80 AM until midnight. The programs may be rr.cP.iYr.d as 
follows: 

Broa,kast band: Station TGW on 640 kilocycles. 

Sta,tlon TOWC on 1520 kilocycles·. 

Short wave: Station TGWA on 9760 kc. Sl meter band, 
or 151 '70 kc. 19 meter band. 

Station TGWB 6180 kc, 49 meter band. 
Best for reception outside the country, and particularly 

for the United States, in the short wave broadcast from 
TGWA from 6:80 AM untll 5 PM on the 19 met.er band 
(151'70 kc.). After 5 PM this station operates on its other 
frequency, the 81 meter band (9760 kc.). 

TGW transmits news programs dally In Spanish at 7 
AM, 12:S0 PM, 7 PM!, and 10:15 PM. The program «Guate­
mala and the World», of commentary related to for~ign 
countries and the national life in Its different aspects, 
ls broadcast l\londays, Wednesdays, and Fridicys at 9:US Pl\l. 
On the same days at 8:30 PM, «Press Clippings» ls hearc\, a 
program of news Items In dramatic form. For the benept 
of Guatemalans living o\Ut&ide the country an.d for all friends 
of the country, a 111111slcaiprogram «Chaplnlandia» may be 
heard everyday at 9:80 PM and 10:15 PM. 

Pres. Jacobo Arbenz is shown as he was leaving the 
In Uttilapa another federation type :JCltovl, formally dedication ceremonies of the new achool. Accompanied by 

opened July 18, is named in honor of the Argentine writer the first lady, doiia Maria Vilanova de Arbenz, the president 
Domingo Faustino Sarmiento. At ceremonies inaugurati-ng made a thorough inspection of the building. In the dedica­
the school Belisai'io Arevalo, representing the Argentine tton ceremonies he congratulated, those in charge of the 
Embas.~y, thanked Guate·mala for so honoring Argentine's construction of this school, the most complete and modern 
fsrrwus mdtural ieader. built tltus far in the school building program. 

If you wish to receive this bulletin, please send your name and address to P, 0. Box 107, Guatema.la 
City, Guatemala, or to Embassy of Guatemala: 1614 18:h Street N.W,, Washington, D. C. 

https://Guatema.la
https://1.000,000.00




~ TO T<l'I, Penson to Puwon. 

TIie challenp te 1.be FJWt World et todlfCria to expand medaa and !Ne 
eat.erpriee and to ct.el.op !unher tnde not.wi~ all ot tbe C'qam1•t 
propaaaoda, and a tba ... u.. to overco111 ta propacama aca1nat tJw 
w,y ot lite of \bl U. s. A. 

A\ UNt ... t.i o duo reuot;t11t1on an be t.aun ot t.M ~ Moh1Del'7 at 
\ha '.1ni tu, wbidll Ma bNra la operat.i.on thrauabout \be World tor about. 
thirty zeo.n,. o bah not undeJ'takeD a poaiUft oec,pe1an ot attadd.ns t.bat. 
pro ' , nd& u; t.il l»N r&c ntly, wt. haYa 1ft ow- aoUonD •peak tor tbaaelv•• 
U . th .._ tor .:Uon on a pocitive attack buia OD U. broedNt front, 
P')S,ible .is tl.;J QefiDlld :Jd au.t, ~ U u» U. s. A. ia not. to 
ho U\CV.lfecl in th1J f...<,rriulo pro ··...l.J'ldadn1oo of t.lw Ocnmn1ote. II • are 
to preeerve OW' wrr;,o.rW'• Mintiain tr.lea ao ..... 81117\ct t.laa t'llll 
dm6'll m.o • our 'R3' ot llle, c!-"t. ud aoarv-a.loDew1ll DO\ do thl Job, 
. r~,ro a\ hi l6Yela are DDt. aJl c:.t.ont,, • haw 'io wwel"Mke an aotioG 
pro"' tiw. .. Jll oorwlnco Ulla pco,w ot ~ wo.rld ioM1, n dMin 1iO 
~~ l"l'-e rel&Wmw 111 1.: • r t. 1'0C•ibl.4) u,;i era ~ ot •• 
~ r. ,o no. t.u 112-rnc to tbla .. t • w1ab t.o help t.bla uevolop a trlpr 
et...da.~ u.1' v. • ~• t..> cl<-,mi:st.t'•1.e~ •1N 1-0 i'ri ~. •• 
hne t.o ooat{U r ho ..-...lloll:.iat. \..ro ..-oh1ne. " bare to llhaw 't.h:lt thee• 
etlort.4 ~ tna QUI' ........r ... 

Tba Ti.41 .i T .• , ret9Q.D tie ,enw. ~ u~w 1A t.Ma ro}-,()rt. IO&ld 
lead t.o tbl aov loµ:ont ~ ,.. 1Ql9U amonc ~ of ...UpeopJM. 
indutrieo Mll6t. w ...14 ~ aided U. ~OIi w.•, ia •-., • ral dawalap 
~ frtondzy &tt.it.will t.bat .. deeiN &Gd aNCl .,,..n, ..... ot,bu ~ple8e We wow.d 
thaD m-r, at. tll8 r.. ra;, ..,1 ~ MA 00~ aOV•~ 1D aa, countiy ot 
ii.be l"ne lo1·l<!, bl.Lt 1MWl bffe U. people oa QIU'•~• Md tbua dalloaat.nte to 
the ~lc..1 w. tba Il"OQ Cv.rt,&1n oo\mt.rl.ea wt.a, t.My aan • ai.o to break t.be 
Cc:amn1.8t, ckllin&Uon. 1e wowld tu prove OW" dee11• tor iq>ro.,...nt, ot t. ba 
,orld od at. t.a aaa ~ lWIOVO 1.be 1: p tdo• .. ~ l1J t.bl Callamiate 

~,.. 1d.ab Torld {)n1nati011. 

Thu at.tac: ).ll'Or.J"C l'l'OIW1ninl'oroe \bl OW"nGt. f'f ort& ot \119 Teobnial. 
Coo retJ.c:.,11~ t.ba at.her .c ..iYlU.. o.f t.no u. ~ Jov•l'QMIIII. on a 
i'enou M> .ri,;>.-con buia. IA too -av 1118~ t.M xiatine prop help 
tho pao~ p"W totter &ml la ...11.or CN.- i. lp \hlll ban bet.\.el" 1-al~. 
both u_ l1hiab i;wst be don • bat t.laen la aWl lau:ki.Qi 1n aoe1. 00Wltr1N tbe 
.Coolit,, Q1 OIAr MrDN't d.aiN to1 1'riundah1~ Wl.t.bcN1.i,1'0.fit ~1•• 111Ula 
tom ot ua:i.'\.nation o! ti-ade. :·11 i.crnon t,o poraon con • ct would ••~ 
th1~ f1;<a::.ir. 'i'l'i • tip'". na.uvo •~ ot t.hlrN )>NJud:lON. It. .ould be 
ta 1 ! .:>r • l r:-:c port.lo 01 ow- OWQ ~opl.At bc1 ~ .ln u1reot OOfflmtoaUon 
wit... o..,}•~· ;:copl <.i! t.b:J world aix. thN in r.tai• .,....,n1oaUan bu1l4 a.ip• 
lut.11- aoo W'Ulltfrlend8h1p. 

l'h lail.uft ui' world pcs.,. 1D \bl pa9' bM be• ill pu\ at,t,ri~ to their 
laGk of tur ~ht am tai.b&N '° lop t.hS.a lrlendehii, and undentandiqi witJa 
ot .~o. 

The ...,Uot proj . t ot lUO t.01RM1bere 9})0nfor1DC100 t..wm abroad would oat 
u~1-rox.tl&to:¥ J7S,uOO amwwlci 89tiabliah t-lla P"\e!'D tu ~ion ot tba 
pro~ 

Tad.aPl"OCZWI1a \bit at.rt ot • dev~l.opiMtnt, ot trfr.ttmaMp on t.he put ot tha 
ent.ire u. s. "• t.OIIUd t:aa1ld1 • p.erDMmnt. Nt.\er world. 
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https://lau:ki.Qi
https://bet.\.el
https://Cc:amn1.8t
https://oo\mt.rl.ea
https://attadd.ns
https://operat.i.on
https://ct.el.op


TOWI TO T(llfl, 

Peraon to Penon. 

ProgNll propoeal ude br 'I. W. SteTerw to the 
FOBEIOlfOPWTIOE ADMtNISTRATI(.JI. 

February 11 19~. 

. ---

https://NISTRATI(.JI


J<Jr• TO TC!!, PEHSOI TO PIRSOI. 

PROBLl!K. 

To obtain a bet.tar underotandi'ff tho u. S, A., it.a Wll1'ot lita and it.a/ 

dNire tor a better wq of lite thro~t. the world amonc all other 

Bl~QROUHD. 

It 1■ obrloua t.bat the deftlopaent ot the United St.ate• of Aaerie& bu 

been aoooapliehed beoaua• of tlw adlniat\lre of raoe■ and rellgiona, the 

coopetitioa bet .. u groupe, raoea and ent.erpri ... , all under• tree toa 

or Goverment. A oaretul an•lTBi• ot the iapl"ff .. nta ot u,v kinda 

in the u. s. A. diaclo■.. tha, 11Nt ot woh dffelopaenta ••re created 

DJ a&l.e... n deftloped under thi• omq,etiti'Ye etruot.ure ot oun. The■e 

Nle■aen undenook to tind arunrere to the HIV probl ... tao:1.q bqen 

and in general pertonaed a tunotion toward dffelopNn\ that ha■ not been 

poNiblAI in un., other part.a ot the world ne to the l'Mtriot.in nature 

ot Oovema•nta and their lack ot trae enterpriN. At the eue ti• it 1a 

raal.izsd that little ot th• r.,,.. dffelopunt ot the oount17 hae bMn ~ 

appnciat.ed or unde1'911G"4~7 01lr own a1ti■em, bu\ great pride 1a taken 

1n tb&t deTeloplient. that hu been created br' their own ettort, aoet and 

time. 

l)cperienae ot pereone wit.h extenaive knowledge ot the toreign field indioatu ✓ 
that a lack ot •bit.ion, a lade ot deei:re, laelr ot f!"ff enterprise And 

0011petitiTe aaleuanahip developNnt hu rewlted in a people with little 

proapeot tor bett.nnc thallelve• in aoet oountri••• Their deeii-.e, their 

\ abitiona, their whole approaah to lite hu to be tumed trca t.he backward 

or etagnated ti-.nd toward further illprowment ot thaaelvea. 

The f 019a of uowroaem, in MIIJ' imtan e11e,ftre and etill are controlled 

by ealtieb groupa with dNiree to bett.r theaeelne tinanoi&lq without 

•1'r oonaideration tor their people. Hawe•er, tbie trend 1■ ~.U,-

https://appnciat.ed
https://l'Mtriot.in


row• TO TOIi, Person to Pereon. 

ohanginc. a&t. \bia tendenc:;, 1n tba pM\ bu done moh \o retard the 

dffelopaent ot .-..t a:reu of the world. 

ilonc wit.h thue oontllata Gt OoTerment. and dm1.n.aUon ot t.be peop1-

bu alao been the 1nt•m• d.e81n ot aa,v people to C11011et.o tbe U. a. A. 

bu.t. who ban lackAtdt.be taoill'7 or valor to break _,., tra the erlaitDC 

fora ot We. Tbe correapondenoe baa haae tra thoee who ban reached 

the u. s. A. hu Dllilt up a tom ot •'"1" and ladt or underatand1D1 aoOg 

thoee 1 ... tc>rtunate onH wbo did oot. r.aab tbe "11top1an• ■horN ot \bl 

v. s. ,. 

Tll9ff aae people •• 1n tba tonign 00Wltr1• do not, tulq undentand 

bow tlw7 oould approaoh Utopia 1a their <Jllfn oountrlee 1t t ~ haft the 

will and duire. tbq haft an 1Dt.enN emy, whleb ia..,.. ou•• baa 

/ denloped • int.o jw.oua7, and thereton ha~ bllilt llp a dielin ot the u. s. A. 

U the7 could be broqht to ov shone tbq would qui~ torpt the■e 

jealmaaiee. Aa lona u tM)' nmain behind with thia jealOWIIT tbe7 an 

maloonte~• and breed tu.rt.her dittiou.lt.7 tort.he u. s. A. 1D a world 

undent&nding ol u. 81noe thq oan not co• over ta.rw we llight u well 

ao to tba. 

lfit.h t.be operat.ion or t.be T.chnioal Aals•anoe program •011• ot \hi■ tHling 

ia beiq overccae. liowever, there 18 ■ till t.M laak ot undentand.ine 

mtul..q betWHD peopaa t.bat. aan OIU¥ be brwabt about. a broader 

&pproaoh ftl people w people. A rMl. ta,therl.T undernddins 1a DMded. 

Tld.■ brotberl,T undentanding aaat. be dffeloped NJ>idl¥ ill order to over0t9e 

tb9 damtlopaent flt other 141oloeie• 1D oppoeiUOD ,o OUP ..,- ot lit■• 

P'reaent dffioee all haft • pereonalf"woh ter a llllited ffl.lllber ot people ✓ 

bu\ to obtain a MJor monaent on a poaitiw att.aok bui■ oar entire 

poJNlat.ion ehou.ld be Ul'llh&lled into th• ettone. 

{ 8'1ah a progru ~ alao haft aca■ bemtit. to tha Pqoholoiioal Warfare 

ettorte ot the V. s. Cmernaent it a well plamwd progl"Ul 1a adGpted. 



TOIi TO TOIi, Person to Person. 
t 

This nole effort toward a brotberq foeling and underetanding b:, bot.h °'1r 

people and the peoples or the rut. ot the world can be achiend only 

.- broader more direct oontaota, person to person. 

To all:bieTe t.hi• objeot.1:re a eonoentrated program oan b9 undertaken on • 

TOIU TV 'l .J N, rerson t,o t'ffllon, buie. Uire1Ri OOIUIIUnic&tiOD and poeaibly' 

lat.er, exchange or na1tora can be undertaken. lxabange of gift•, diaouaaion 

ot mut.ual probl-., .~ .. , o&n be adliend. Thia has been done in th• pan 

with groat auccua 1n scat\eN4. uncordinated 1n8tanoea. 

APPROACH. 

The approach t.o a T .J•N 'i•J 'i' ..i,1, Person t. ~ I er6on, wq ot eOIIIIllllnieation 

baa b ••:n att.•pt.ed on a penonal contact bui• or by written communioations, 

t,,,- lliaaionaries, bJ"the le.rger philanthropic tCNndatione, br ma14arowi 

hirh 1choole and oollepe, and in 1nd1Yidu&l oaeaa b)' letters enclosed in 

CAREpaokag•• Vnoe these lines ot oonmnioat.ion are Ntabliahed a 

frit:ndl> relatioaahip and unde:rwtandina hu reeulted.. Howner, a thousand 

nil directed &Dd planned etfort8 rill render aon bf>netita than ten 

thou11.nd uncoordinated attempt.a to obtain thi• broad.er underatandi.ng 

ot other peoplea and of w, qr them. Mowthe pri.aaty ettort ii to broaden 

t.d... uaao on a nll ooordinat.ed plan, w1th all obrlou• ettort to be on an 

(appare,1111.p spontaneous baaia, and to aohieve a raarlaum ot underat&nding 

and closer foaling Md nlationship than hu been poeaible 111tha put. 

A 'fOlll>' TO TOW1' aponeorahip plan 1a propoeed a11 the direct approach. 

'fhie program should start o!t on a pilot llaeie, around th8 Iron Curtain 

and with t1ome e!tort in Latin America. A.a the foioe of A11u1rioa and other v 

devioea .1v • UHd a.re reco..,aizod as political inatrumente ot the u. s. A. 

0CloTenaent, it i• apparent that thb effort hould be undertaken wit.ha 

\ ux:iau• or publloit.7 on t.be basis or the epontaneoua daTelopNnt by the 

Tawna of the U. "• A. themsel-ne. Th11 will permit ue to counteract the 
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resiatance now b\dlt up to the Voice or .America and other radio program8 

and to the u. rt. Ooverment publiahed document■• Th• di"4tt O<m11tUnioation 

ot TCJrN TO TOWN, Person to Pereon, repeated thou1anda or timea b7 the 

t.~ou· nds ot tOWIUI in the u. s. A., would bepn to build up the brotherl,7 

relationship and OOn81deration. Thia would wo ••rv• t.o react against 

tba re:;istance the Ccl!mlu.n18t•hoe ~ilt up against tht other propaganda 

devices ow in use. It would be ooaperabltt to tii-.1 breaking CNt all over 

the world againat Coitunun1all. 

Thi• device ahould be ued to eetabliah in the mind.a ot tbe peoplee ot 

other lands that Olli' utmost desiro le to help tha d.,-elop a better way 

of lite. Onr line c,f o~unioation should inet.ill in tbea thie brotherl,7 

fMllng and convince t.h9a that w haft no dN11'9 tor lforld Oonquut or 

World Domination, wt only a DO Utft'O Ol'Hm9 AS lOV WOULD lUff T:llli DO UNl'O 

IOU ao\ive behind tbe whole ettort. 

The pri!.lA?".fattack ehould be with the idea 1n llind that, the peeplN of p.iY,J> 
the other pnct II of tbe world b&Te not. had all of the good fortune thay ~ 
we haYo had, nor the advantqea. We duir• to riY• th- intormation about 

ou.rselvell, \o learn 1,v 1 about t.blm, Md t.o exchange ideas toward a bett.r• 

way of Ute for all, since obrtoual,y all ot t.bea can ncn. 0m1e to tbil u. s. A. 

to Un. 

There are approximately S,ooo towna in the U. 9. A. of more than 2,SOO 

i)Opul et.ion. tfnny larre'" to,ma and cit.1N could undertake the apoMofahip 

or more than one tw.n abroad. 

Th•· attack ot th-, problm aronnd \he fringe ot the Iron lllrtain would 

abo pt?J"lllit the infiltration ot 11Uchot our infoma\ion into Ru.11Riaitself. 

It ie a known tact that Ml'tf' tri.benen in Iran and other areas "'°" acroH 

the border 111.tbg1"8&t tl"8qUenCJ"• Pictures and othor ccnm.unioationa oould be 

fed into ~eeia Tia thi• detloe, and 11uch ot the intomation will go in b7 

word ot mouth, as thee,. ;coplC?~ or lower Uteraq carry all intonaation in 

t.bia manner. 



TOWI TO ·ron, i'ereon to Pen1on. -s-
PROOIOORE. 

To •tart. t.ha prognm in a Nal coordinated plan ot operation the u. a. 

ao .. rmem .ti: ...~':-'~. and obUin • ~111ftlc 

driYe behind ta• Pl'Oil'M• I~ will haw w lmep tb8 intereet ot \he Aaerioan 

oiti .. iw aRiYated \0 t..ba point ..,robi&ini~ the deeired reault.a. 

Tb• ent.iN program should be built. around the TOWITO TOl1f, Penon \o Penon, 

rel&Uonahip. Sillillar towna •hould be ••leoted and paired ott. Howner, 

tMt ob\ain the ux1e•• oonfidanoe ot t.M other peopl.. ot \be world and t.ha 

aui11111a int.el"dt in thi■ oourrt.17, t.hi■ should~ ~ a ■poat,ane0'19 
dewlopaen\ and ao ...... nt ot the aerioan people to thl other people■ ot the 

world, and all pablid'-7 ahould be d1rectted 1a that. channel. 

'The 110■t. advantapoua u.ae ot t.hia pro1N11. oould be obtained.- a r•ral 

planned program and reC01D1end&t.1onot tlle tCIIFM t.o pair ott. 
' 

Alter eeleotion ot \he pilot Yillaeu both hare and abroad the prograa 

ahould N piahed with t.b8 utmost ettort., u nll u aaei■tance trca the 

1edenl level. n. -.Jor pro la "111 be the one ot lancuace at tha 

beginning. V:Ssiotance on \hi.a probilii will ~ \0 0011e tl'OII t.al Federal 

leYel.)-1\h encourab8JDent ot the local people \o learn t.ba lanaua&9 of 

the people they ■ponaor. (ill tranelat.ora will haw \0 be thoJ'OUChl.7 

checked 1nt.o aa tbe w!"1ier knon ot a.o inetanoe whe" thll interpreter 

bu oorwel'ted l:.n.i;liab ae■aagu im.o i-be Oomuniet. line la a publication 

gelDC•t. ot t.ba u. 8. A. te Spanish speaking oountn.■.) 

Ia addi\ion t.o eat.ablishina ■tudy olube, languace clube, .to., hen in the 

eponeoring town. ertorta should be ..._ t.o obtain laquap clube on \be 

reoeirinc end. lltcbanp ot intonaation_ picture~ ot haae lit• and work 
~ 

lite herw, al"t.aad ■u•ic, ew.., should be forwarded t.o the sponaond rlllap. 

Likewise they ehould ~ requeated to lurniah auob intonution. The Sponsor 

-4~;;J=~lllabt HIid OYer ....n{cbNop)o ... eraa and ttla ~- r- there. •1 
( ...l.t.<.,, • , I should uk t.hea ho9'•• oan beet help tha, P' Nlla&bl.T at first wit.h 

~ clothing, and alao ulc th• tor euggeationa about iaprorlng the rel.ationeh1p. 

https://oourrt.17


\b• appear to thaaelY-• 

TOlrl TO TOft, Pen,on t.o tenon. -6-
1.f•e. ✓• 

•• haw to aab \hON peopl.NJI tbat we are operati,_ t.blt prograa on a 

Nil bl'o~rq relat.ion1h1p appN&oh and awid ealdng 
~.......,,.. u 

and otbera u the N01pienta ot obari•• ln 1a •~•.-H'""IIIV 

priU nutting in U'lNe l)el'80Q8 \bat, lift 1A l\lell pr:1a1:\1ft Q¥8• 

!he u. r. M1H1on■ abroad, •ob u U.. 10A and tba lntol'll&tion s.moe, oan 

help t.M tOWDIIon that. end, ad ahould be apt. apprieed ot the ooaunioat1ona 

wiiill taw. ia their areu. Pr-obabl.7 \U aoe\ ettect.in &pproaob on tlall 

pilot. pnj.n would be \o obt.ain t.be reoaaaendatioai■ ot t.boae lliaaion■ u 

'° ~- towne where~- ~ \h1a proiNII wou.ld aohUfl the aon 1.apaot. 

upon "9 peopl•. 

Ia acldi\loa \ct tbe Yalu• ot t.hia pngna t.o 1ncNU• the dN1re tor ~z'O"l•ent 

by t.be other peopl ot t.be world ta t.be propac&ada Yalu that oan be built 

1$ thia progr111. Thi ■ inonued dNire will lead to incre ... d cwr.lopNat., 

tbeN\Jr 1-ildina up World T~. 

Oil--, 1al.N \ripe &J'OW¥iCentral Amerioa and Soutb aerJ.oa, and while ill 

Iran, tbl writ.al' t<Nnd tbat. 1a ,,it,• ot \lie lunr plaoe ot the wman 111tboee 

areu, 1he wu aoet irwtl"UUntal. in obtain1.na ,a1 .. et gooda, •pecd.al.17 

wban 1be wu conrlnoed \hat it. wouldJ 1. 1apt,cmt here poei\ion ill the 

oaaaudt,.J 2. l»\ter ur penonal wltareJ ). bet.\er t.lw weltare ot tM 

tlillUT. ?b11 pr1noipal 1a w be broqht int.o plq MN - nll planned 

plot.w'ff ot tM hae Ute, the taoiliU.1 available, the hou.eewite in tbll 
'> 

ohillken ya.rd.. t.be hous..Ue 1n t.ba ldtcbell, &t plq, •'-• On t.1111creation 

ot a dMin in the wc:aan of the faiq d••nu t.blla 'baild 11P on the 

bN&dlrinner \0 aohiffe the•• tbinp, •h1oh be baa \0 iaproYe hia wq of 

liftlll~ aeh1ev hi• acJ"ioultun, h1a outPQt in a tacto17, or better 

•plo,un. Ii:apneral this will craaw an ataoepbere ot att.eapt,ing \0 

bu.ild up their asn h011elanda 11noe tbq oan no\ ooa• to America to u ..... 
Rr.QUIRKKms, 

l. A pilot proJeet. ot 100 town., t.o OOYer ao• ten countr1•, wit.h lOO towr:w 
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in the u. s. A. u epomora. Thie progra •hould 1iTe u ride coverage 
et t.he VJ'N World q poeait,le. 

2. Tile tOWIJII ••leot.ed ehow.d • u eiaili&r u po9■ible to \he epon■oring 
t.owna in acnwlt.llN, or 1nduat17, u tor ..,_Pl• the towm 111 Colorado 
irri1at.1oe areas would be ■uitabl• tor t01r'DII in Ina whel"9 im.1ation 1a 
a pri.lle problAia. 

). St.at! on Ute r-deral Lenl t.o plant.he progr• aad gin it under wq, 
t,o ... 1, \he looal oraardNtiona, and t,o aoord1nate U• ettorts wit.b a,v other 
acenei.N ot the Oonrnnnt.. The at.aft 1hould oonaiet ot, 

l Obiel 
Z Aaeiatut Ohiete 
2 Seore\ari.N 

Tra1111lat1on ee"iaee .. be arranged with uiatlng 
taoillti... U n°"t uallaba• tbeD au.ch ■eniou 
will haw w be ob\&ined. 

? 
)t. Arranesonts tor adnoe to t.he eponeon ot ~1-.4)oondi tiooa ot ttw 
( ~redJtown, auataa requireJNnt• tor ahipae~ft• ao. 

s. Ad-.ate publialt.7 cirtna t.he looal peoplN or tM u. 8. A. t\111 and 
entire credit. tor oarr,ing on the prograa and lld.nilliaiDR the P'ederal. 
parbioi,.Uen. 

6. .ldeqaat.e publial,7 in \lie oount.ry ot \be •pomored tOWDltaholald be 
anenge~ 1 
7. Stud;y llhould be going on all ~!~the U.. 1n prep&Ntion tor aoving 
tbi• pro,ra ot'er t.o a non-protitl.Sp-eration it ltb tO\lad tbat the 
Psychologiw Wartare etteat.e or th~ progNa Will pendt.. 

•• W. Stn••• 
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- h~ MnrttwaHt 

EDITORIAL 
Reprinted From The Laredo Times 

of Thursday, January 28th 
thEveryone has been reading about Guatemala being the ~nter of world ~mmu~ldsm fr e Wes\e{c; J~~;~s:,e~~t would dominate Central America 

The story goes that communist headquarters are set up 1n Guatemala with the I ea o a commums u 
as well as any and all countries in the Western Hemisphere. . 

That is about the silliest and biggest lie to ever come out of anyone's mind. . . , . . 
Jn the first place this same story has been told so often about other countnes that its g~ttmg a hfttle 0J"!l· CityshOJ>-:W Mexico 
We all know that a few years ago the Russians were supposed to set up the Western Hemisphere o communism m • 
And for the propagandists and wild-eyed boys It was good copy. . Ch' I 
But Mexico proved to be less communistic in its government than our State Department which gave away ma 

So 1he ghost-story writers and tombstone-shakers 
have now picked a country which couldn't produce 
as much gunfire power as Peoria, Illinois! 

There are several things wrong with the propa,
ganda about Guatemala. 

The propagandists have It that some of. the 
Guatemalan bureaucrats In power down there want 
to listen to a crazy atory that they can become 
world pow•r• by b41comln1 th• c«1ter of communlam. 

For the Guatemalan, to believe that story Is Just 
as sensible as sending a half-wit out after a circle-· 
aquare or a half a dozen 1ky hook1! 

Unfortunately there are a group of weak, simple
people In the government of Guatemala who would 
llke to believe that their Importance reaches farther 
than you can throw a rock. 

For these weak-minded government officials to 
believe that they are Important as a bridgehead for 
communism Is silly and crazy for lots of reasons. 

And besides It Isn't true. 
This propaganda Is boomeranging against the 

U. S. because this propaganda ls coming from frlend1 
of three U. S. corporations! 

These corporations whole purpose Is to control 
Guatemala and get a strangle-hold over her Ille 
or dealh through a unified 99-year lease controlling
the future of unborn Guatemalans! 

While In Guatemala recently we discussed the Idea 
of Guatemala as a possible bridgehead for com• 
munlsm on this continent. 

We told some of the communists In the Guate­
malan government that If they believed they could 
build a strong communist Guatemala they were 
allly and crazy. , 

It la about the same as the story of the Irishman 
who was drunk In a saloon. 

The Irishman kept challen1lng one and all to 
fight. 

FlnaJJy one feJJow socked the Irishman on the 
Jaw, knocking him out: 

It was the only blow struck. 
We pointed out to the communists In Guatemala 

that their unfortunate country was not Important 
as a world power or as a seat of world trouble. 

If their smalJ group of communists were Ignorant 
enough, we said, to be fooled by the communists 
elsewnere and by U. S. propaganda, then they were 
building further trouble for themselves and the good
people of Guatemala. 

The Guatemala communists meddling In the 
affairs of Nicaragua, whose aim Is closer military
relations with the U. S., proved their Ignorance.

The Guatemalan communists are like a flea on an 
elephant which keepa ahoullng that he Is boss of 
the elephant herd. 

We PQlnted out to some of these communists that 
closer cooperation with the U. S. on an equitable
basis Is better for both countries, military and 
econornlcally. 

JI Is foolish for this small group to believe that 
It might at some time endanger the Panama Canal. 
U the Guatemalans would even point one threaten• 
Ing finger at the Panama Canal It would actualJy
be possible not only to eliminate the communists 
but to eliminate all the Guatemalans with Just two 
bombs! 

So any Insane Idea on the Guatemalan communist• 
part has merely been built up In their minds through
Ignorance and malicious propaganda spread by three 
U. S. companies whJch control 90 per cent of the 
economic power 01 life and death for the Guate­
malans! 

The United Fruit Company In Guatemala rave u, 
a book by the National Planning Association of 
Washington, D. C., which la loaded with big names 
from the United States. ' 

The subject of thla book Is "COMMUNISM VS. 
PROGRESS IN GUATi:MALA," by Theodore Gelger.
It Is dated November. 1953. 

The committee which sl1ned the statement with Mr. 
Gelger Is composed of the following names: FRANK 
ALTSCHUL, (Chairman) Chairman of the Board, 
General American Investors. LOUIS BROWNLOW, 
(Vice Chairman) Washington, D. C. SOLOMON 
BARKJN, Director of Research, Textile Workers 
Union of America. RICHARD M. BISSELL, JR,, 
Richard M. Bissell, Jr. & Associates. JOHN F, 
CHAPMAN, Associate Editor, Harvard Business Re­
view. GEORGE P. DELANEY, International Repre.
sentatlve, American Federation of Labor. LUTHER 
H. GULICK, President, Institute of Public Admlnls• 
!ration. KENNETH HOLLAND, President, Institute 
of International Education. ISADOR LUBIN, New 
York City. HELEN HILL MILLER, Journalist, 
Washlnrton, D. C. PHILIP E. _MOS.ELY, The Rus• 

JI Ch h In Guatemala said It was possible thatPresident, The American-Scandinavian Foundation. ~h c co u~unlsts could take over the country. But, 
CLARENCE E. PICKETI'. Honorary SeRcrRe!ISarSy, h • adciecs at this time they were In no position toAmerican Friends Service Committee. 1110 e •, 
ROSENTHAL, New York City, MICHAEL ROSS, 
Director Department of International Affairs, Con• 
iress of Industrial Organizations. WAYNE CHAT• 
FIELD TAYLOR, Consultant, Forelw Opera¼°ns 
Administration. ROBERT WESii.E ar;~r, p e';'. 
Hampahlre. WALTER H. 'b1lt1D ~- WINro~
dent, Pitney-Bowes, Inc. • • 
Chnlrman of the Board, Winton Lumber Company.
MATTHEW WOLL, Vice President, Photo-EngraversUnion of North America, AFL. 

On page one of this 9()-page book It says there 
are only four communists holding seats In the na-
tlonal legislature but lt also points out that the 
majority are Jeftwlngers

The book points out that Indians make up between 
60 and 70 per cent of the population and were only
recently allowed to 'Vote. 

On page 7 It points out that communists In Guate-
mala do not have a popular followlng within thecountry 

Befor~ we get too far Into this Guatemalan sltua-
tlon with facts and figures we want to mention the 
Pan-American Highway.

This highway could be a great means of straight• 
enlng out -most of the countries to the south of us,
If and when It Is completed.

The flow of business which folJows highways, 
railways, and airways tends to bring prosperity.

And when prosperity rises, communism dropa back 
to Its noth!ngness. .

Communism can only Jive on stagnated operations, 
on lack of Juetlce, and on poverty. fThe Pan-American Highway, according to some o 
our lawmakers In Washlniton, was a itveaway pro,
ernm for L.~tln-AmPrlea. •

But the facls are that the Idea behind this high• 
way was to stimulate progress-and progress helpa
each and every country

The u s started the highway because the U-boali 
atopped • our shlpplni between Latin-America and 

the United States. 
We needed that hlgh~ay to transport necessary 

minerals In case of war• .The sooner our mldwest, cornbelt thinking Is 
stopped and we put up the money to finish this 
highway the more progress a~d the les1 communists 
there will be In al) countries.

President Else"!hower. January 21, 1ta\ed Iha~ our 
■ pending In Latin-America wlll be ·Increased dur-
Ing the coming year. But the amount of hl1 1ug• 
rested Increase Is without realism.. . . . . 

These countries to the south of us flt Into what 
Henry R. Luce, the world'• Number One Influential 
magazine publisher said when he called on the 
United States to show 'economic' statesmanship by
making a radlcal reduction In 111 tariffs. 

"The Iron CUrtaln Is only one of the curtain,
which Is condemning men to poverty and unnatural 
hate," he said. 'The curtains of economic restrlc-
Uon1 crl11-cros1 th" aocalled free world. In the 10,
called free countries of,,the world, few men are free, 
In the economic sense. 

This answers 90 percent of the troubles of 
Gu11temAla,

Certainly the United Fruit Co, la 1n;iportant to 
Guatemala. 

The American Power & Electric Co. 11 Important 
to Guatemala and the Grace Steamship Lines are 
Important. • 

But the facts are that through their concession, 
they have a strangle-hold on the ruture generation 
as well as the present generation of Guatemala! 

And 99 per cent of all the propaganda originates
from frltmds of these three monopolies. 

For Instance, the freight rate on tires from Call• 
fornla to Guatemala Is $99.00. 

The freight rate, by water, from California to 
Guatemala Is several times greater than the frelrht 
rate from Canada to Laredo by rail. Y_etthe dlstanca 
from Canada to Laredo la rreater than from Call• 
fornla to Guatemala. 

This causes business stagnation and communism! 
Our Ambassador to Guatemala, Mr. Puerlfoy, 11 

In our opinion particularly able and quallfled for 
his present position. 

We visited with Archbishop Marciano Rossell 
Arellano, who Is a native of Guatemala. 
• Because he was nice enough to go Into detail In 
our Interview we do not want to quote him, even 
though no restriction, were placed by him on our 
talk. 

But another source, connected closely to the Cath• 

do so. Id that actually there were only two really
d He sa s communists In Guatemala with several 

angerou i lded weak followers 
h•~~r~sf.fe~t oiGuatemala, Jacobo Arbenz Gu> 
man Is a victim of both sides, our source sal~. 

The communists and the vicious propagandist,
h t ly damaged Guatemala under Pres. 
A at! "czon an economically but have damaged the 

r lnbzl fu m hlch could work with the United sens e orces w 
st ;tes. Id he felt that the most that the 

ur source sa Id be h ed with was 
President of Guatemala cou c arg ml 
being a weak person, who was under extrao ~a:-i-: 
pressure which has forced him Into the commun 8 5 

haHnds. f the things that the Prl'sldent of 
ere are some o t m v hl1 

Gualemala 11 working out In order o o e 
coHuntrhy fojrw:~,;:Pu:et°.!.i ':~~~/':;; the remaininge as us 
lln~rf lhe Pan-A~~~~~ by an American~Jr~:iryi5survp ~y .;"~!oup The group was stationed InIaer a ma P n • f In from the air
Guatemala for the purpose o mapp g f G t . I 
an~ror; te g;opupr:,t~~~~wi~d~';,e~h°e su~:V'fs~o"~ 

5 • • m .,. - I Ith the G t
of the U. S. Army n cooperat on w ua • 
m~n c~'::femalan Army ls 99 per cent tree from 
com~unlst control or Ideas. 

This mapping commission ls working out map•
and surveys ol all Central and South American 
countries and Guatemala 11 Number One u far Hti oe,, 

l~~~l;~l:r~~~Jper' la El Imperial nnd the 
e 

1
, 8 I the 

toµ bannerllne ot January •• , co umns acrus I 
front pa~e, was Senator WIiey s 22-polnlS on com-
munlsm in Gualemala. 

This. fine newspaper also, we are told, prints Mei■ 
which could be considered detrimental to U. , n-

9
teWi mentlon this because Senator Wile received 
more publicity and a larger front page lay on his 
22-polnts In Guatemala than he did In any paper IAth u lted States• 

ios~lbly the reason for lhls Is because the Cathollc 
Church of Guatemala, which controls 95 per cent of 
1he people 11 unhampered by the government or the
communlsis. 

The newspaper has a free flow of news. 
'Jhe army undoubtedly never w)() be communistic. 

u the three foreign companies which control 90 
per cent ol Guatemala's life-line would join a con-
structlve proJram of saying "let's gel Guatemala 
rolling forward economically" then fhe communist 
,care In Guatemala would disappear the same as It 
disappeared In Mexico 

In fact the scare la built up out of 90 per cent 
propaganda and 10 per cent facts. 

We made a auggestlon to the American lntereat, 
down there to get Guatemala rolling forward. 

But this fell on deaf ears. . 
One of the men we were talking to represented

the monopoly and he was the same m■ n who played 
with the reactionaries In Venezuela a few yt,ar■ ago
who wece anti-United States. . 

He also opposed the young group which was pro,
United States, until the young group put a bulJet hole 
through his 1tatlon waron and then they took over 
Venezuela. 

Guatemala should exploit her tourist posalbllltle,.
Guatemala Is one of the most attractive areas In 

the world and the hotels there are unsurpassed In 
the hemlsphf're, although at thl1 time they are 90 
per cent empty. '. 

There Is a group which we would like to suggest
that President Eisenhower send to Guatemala. 

We bellevt' that If President Eisenhower would 
ask these gentlemen to go to Guatemala for a con-
ference, at their own expense, that they ·would get
Guatemala going forward rather than backward. 

The men we think best qualified are: Dr. Milton 
Eisenhower, Nelson Rockefeller, Bishop Sheen, Ed-
ward Pauley Nevllle Penrose, Billy Rose H. J. 
Porter, Joe DiMaggio, WIiiiam Bauer, Harry Mosher, 
Huith Balllle and Harold Stassen. 

This grour, could organize the three United State• 
monopolies n Guatemala with the business Interest, 
and the government and start a flow of at least a 
hundred mllllon tourists dollars a year to that beaut!• 
1ul country of perpetual spring. 

And because of this there would be no room tor 
~munlsm In Guatemala! 
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Guatemala Charges Conspiracy 
1 

On April 1, In a denunciation addreued to the Unit­
ed Nation, and Its Security Councll, Guatemala 

• oftlclally charged that Its right of self-determination 
- has been jeopardized by a series of acta over a pe-

riod of yeat'II stemming from foreign polltlcal sourcee. 
These aQts have been ,ranted to open Intervention ln 
Guatemala's Internal affairs. The right of self-determina­
tion of nations la a bulc principle of the U.N., Guatemala 
affirm&. 

That the menace of foreign Intervention la evident la 
shown by the agr;re&1lve tone of publlclty ln some &ectlons 
of the U. S. press. The excuse for publlclty leading to 
Intervention la the 1&-called Communl11t lnflltratlon of Gua­
temala. The truth, u ehown by lta lawa, lnstltutlona 
and Its 1tat111tlcs, 111 that Guatemala la undergoing an over­
due democratic tranafonnatlon, and 111 defending lt11 sov­
ereignty and Its national Interests. 

Guatemala stated that even when some Central Amer­
ican government, say that they are anlmated by a 11plrlt 
of Central American fraternity, some blgh offlclal11 of some 
of these governments In practice have conducted unfriendly 
diplomatic activity towards Guatemala. Thl11 adlvlty la aimed 
to gather a coalition of Centrlll American countries to put 
c.pre1111ure» on Guatemala In the Organization of Central 
American States. Such pre1111ure Includes aid to a mllltary 
conspiracy plainly directed against Guatemala. 

The arml'd uprl11lng of la11t March 29, promptly put 
down by the government, was directed by retired military 
officers who served the fonner dlctatorsblp, and by leaders 
of the political parties wblch 11eek to maintain semi-feudal 
condltlon11 of Guatemala. The lnsurrectlonl11ta were expect­
Ing weapons and reinforcements from out91de the country. 
Th1II wu proved by carefully marked landing fields prepared 
for foreign planes. 

We plan to publlah In full the official denunciation made 
by Guatemala to the U.N. In thl11 document wlD be found 
facts to justify Guatemala', charges. 

2 The forelp minister, Dr. Raul Osegueda, on April 
f directed a significant document to the slater ri:--

■ publlca of Central America. Thia menage stated 
- that Guatemala 111denouncing the Charter of Et Sal­

vador which created the «Organization of Central 
American Staten (ODECA,) The note announced the 
withdrawal of Guatemal~ from ODECA. 

Organization, repreaentlg the majority of the people 
of the country had demanded the withdrawal of Gua­
temala from ODECA. They bad accused ODECA of engaglnit 
In an International con11plracy against Guatemala. Thetlt' 
organlzatlon11 reaffirmed their support of Pres. Arbenz and 
blll poUclea. 

CONTENTS: 

1. GUATEMALA CHARGES CONSPIRACY. 
2. GUATEMALA WITHDRAWS FROM ODECA. 
3. UNANIMOUS CONDEMNATION OF BRADEN: 
4. OPPOSITION PRESS ALSO CONDEMNS 

BRADEN. 
5. PRESIDENT ARBENZ' MESSAGE. 
6. A MODERN ECONOMY 
7. NATIONAL FARM BANK. 
8. LAND FOR THE MA.NY. 
9. UNCULTIVATED LAND OF CAG. 

10. BEAUTIFUL LAND OF COFFEE. 
11. HOLY WEEK. 
12. GOVERNMENT AIDS PRODUCTION. 
13. GRAIN STORAGE PROVIDED. 
14. MONETARY SITUATION AND PRICES. 
15. THE FOREIGN TRADE IN 1952. 
16. BONDS FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS. 
17. PEASANT SOLDIERS BECOME GOOD 

FARMERS. 

This fortnishtl.r bmlletin doe& not neceuarily repreM1nt the opinion of the Forersn Relations Ministry 
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The Po9ltlon of these organizations was that for Gua· 
temala to remain In ODECA at thl8 time would compromise 
It& aoverelgnty, national Independence, and It& opportunlty 
for realization of Guatemala's democratic obJecUves. 

Dr. Osegueda restated In bis note the Central Amer­
lcanlat aplrlt of Gua1'emala'a rovemment, the fervor It& 
people have always had for the Ideal of recon1tructlng 
Greater Central America, and lta earnest desire for the 
unity and undentandlng of the people• of the llthmua. 

3 
On March Z1, in response to public indignation and 
at the request .of congress, Pres. Arbenz cancelled 

• the decoration of the honorary order of the Quet-
- zal conferred in previous years on Spruille Braden, 

former U. S. diplomat and Latin-American "expert." 
The congressional resolution asking the cancellation stat­

ed that Braden had "betrayed the democratic principles 
giving form to the national institutions, and had expressed 
himself in a manner derogatory to the republic." 

The action 11:rew out of Braden's call for intervention in 
the internal affairs of Latin-American countries in a speech 
made at Dartmouth College. The congressional resolution 
was unanimous, the first unanimous resolution in a long pe­
riod from the politically divided congress. 

Another resolution of congress was directed to the coun­
try, to the parliaments of America, and to the U. N. express­
ing indignation at the menace to Guatemala's sovereignty, 
and asking solidarity in maintaining democracy and re­
pelling any move at intervention. 

The press of the Americas, of every political complex­
ion, commented sharply on Braden's interventionist thesis. 
In the U. S. some newspapers, including the N. Y. Times, 
took exception to Braden's remarks. 

The congress of neighboring El Salvador in an official 
resolution sent to the Guatemalan congress expressed their 
solidarity against the menace of intervention expressed by 
Braden. 

Mr. Braden is the public relations director of the United 
Fruit Company. 

4 In Guatemala City, newspapers which usually op­
pose the government made strong condemnations 

• of Braden's speech. 
- The Prema Libre, on March 15, editorialized, 

"Even thou11:h the statements of Braden came in­
complete by cable, the substance is enough to provoke resent­
ment from all Guatemalans who respect themselves, and 
above all, respect their country." 

La Hora, March 14, referring to the "reckless proposal 
of Braden," attacked his undisguised call for intervention as 
infringing on the established rili:hts of modern states to direct 
their own internal affairs. 

"Naturally," this paper states, "we must start with the 
principle that this concept of Mr. Braden is completely 
foreign to the present period when the relations of countries, 
above all countries of the Americas, are ruled by exact reg­
ulations of mutual respect confirmed by written pacts and 
recognized In the factual conduct of inter-American living 
together during the past twenty years." 

5 
In his second annual report to congress and the 
nation on March 1, President Jacobo Arbenz 

• stressed the most important part of the govern-
- ment's program, which, he explained, concerns 

"the profound change in Guatemala's backward 
agricultural production resulting from an agrarian reform 
which is putting an end to large uncultivated areas and 
semi-feudal farming methods; giving land to thousands of 
peasants; increasing their buying power; and expanding an 
internal market favoring the development of a national in­
dust ry." 

The United Nations, in official publications, has point­
ed to Guatemala as one of the countries of the Americas 
where agrarian reform was the most urgent and needed. 

The official census of 1950, the first accurate census 
ever made, shows that small owners possess only 10% of 
the arable land. These small proprietors are 76% of the 
total of farm owners. 

Those owning more than one caballerfa (111 acres), 
which includes the moderately well-off as well as the largest 
land owners, hold more than 70% of the land._ These land• 
lords are only 2.2% of the total. Large tracts of their land 
are uncultivated. 

It should be noted, too, that 22 large owners have lands 
in excess of 22,300 acres each. Among them, these large 
owners have more than 1.302,000 acres. Much of this is 
virgin soil. 

Owners of less than 9 acres each add up to 259,169 in­
dividuals owning a total of 819,245 acres,- an average of 
3.1 acres each. or these small holdings, nearly 25% is rent­
ed to others even more poverty stricken. 

Guatemala's population of 2.788,122 (1950 census)) lives 
in an area of 45,452 square miles, not including the Guatema­
lan territory of Belize, illegally held by Great Britain. The 
average wage or farm workers, 78% of the labor force, is 
twentysix cents per day. 

6 
The land reform, benefiting form the exper1enc~~ of 
other countries, is embodied legislatively in the 

• Ley de Re/orma Agraria enacted in June 1952. Even 
- some opponents of the law consider Is just and 

equitable. Already the country is feeling the eco­
nomic benefits of the first steps on the road from a teudal 
to a modern capitalist economy. 

The law provides for two national enforcing bodies. 
These, a national agrarian council and a national agrarian 
department, are supported by and integrated with local 
agrarian committees. 

"For the first time in the history of Guatemala," re­
ported Pres. Arbenz, "the peasants will begin to participate 
in the public life of the country." Pres. Arbenz also point­
ed out that Guatemala's law has been more successful so 
far than similar legislation in other countries. 

7 
Congress has under study a project for a national 
farm bank. The proposed bank would be caplt-

• alized initially at 10.520,000 quetzales. (The quet­
- zal is at par with the dollar.) 

The proposal for establishing the bank was made by the 
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Ministry of Economy and Labor. The bank would assist 
the land reform by providing necessary credits for those 
working their new lands. The bank would also provide 
working capital for small farmers, those owning less than 
222 acres, who are not affected by the reform law. 

8 Thirty-five large plantations owned by the _govern-
ment have beeen divided among individuals and 

• cooperative groups. Those benefiting are those 
- who previously worked the same lands when the , 

land was government property.
3,809 person have received 23,780 acres as individual allot• 
ments. 1,743 workers organized into cooperatives have been 
given 5,850 acres for exploitation by their cooperative asso­
ciations. 

Of privately held uncultivated lands, parts of 39 plant­
ations wlll be expropriated with compensation based on the 
tax value declared by their former owners. These lands 
total 27,990 acres for which the owners will receive 390,Z76 
quetzales. 

233 peasants have already received two tracts of land 
totaling 2,065 acres. This formerly unused land is going 
into production at once to add to the national wealth. 

''To recapitulate," said Pres. Arbenz in his message, 
"147,890 acres have already been expropriated; and of na­
tional as well as private properties, 31,704 acres have been 
put in the hands of the peasants." 

So far, 5,785 families in the country-side have received 
benefit from the distribution of the land. 

9 
The Supreme Court has denied the injunction asked 
by CompalHa Agricola Guatemalteca (subsidiat'y of 

• the United Fruit Co.) to halt condemnation pro-
- ceedings against 119,900 acres of land, uncultivated 

or abandoned by the company. 
The National Agrarian Council had recommended the 

expropriation after careful study. The company will be 
compensated according to the terms of the land law as are 
other owners similarly affected. 

The land will be turned over to peasants to hold on life­
time lease or as long ~s they cultivate it. 

1 0 Guatemala is known as one of the most picturesque 
countries in the world. In its territory the native 

' culture reached the highest level in the Americas. 
---• Sylvanus G. Morley American scholar and Ma-

yan authority, said the founders of the Guatemalan 
Mayan culture may be considered, "without fear of success­
ful contradiction, the most brilliant indigenous population 
of the planet." 

Guatemala is also known as the land of eternal spring 
for its even climate, for its excellent mountain grown coffee, 
and as a country of great fascination for tourists. Tourist 
travel to Guatemala increased this year. 

11Holy Week in Guatemala is celebrated, as always, 
with the ageless pageantry equalled nowhere in the 

• world except in Seville, Spain. The devout Catholic 
- population of Guatemala throngs the streets for 

the re-enactment many of the sacred processions of 
medieval times. In Guatemala City and Antigua, the "cucuru­
chos" parade in costumes of a style sanctified by centuries. 

Throughout the nation, the people fi11s the churches 
for the traditional ceremonies. Shopping is done before 
Wednesday of Holy Week, for the merchants will close their 
shops from Wednesday until the Monday after Easter. 

The government, as it has since 1944, gives all employes 
paid holidays from Wednesday through Easter Sunday. Con-
gress also recesses acording to custom for the sacred cele-
brations. Guatemala dedicates itself to its religious faith. 

12 
The Jnstituto de Fomento de la P1·oducc'6n ( JNFOP) 
is a government agency designed to stimulate agri­

• cultural and industrial production. The task of 
---• 11pecial studies, organization of new industries, QP­

plication of new industrial methods, scientific de­
velopments, technical improvements, -all come within the 
scope of INFOP. 

Recent accomplishments include new centers for mecha­
nized agriculture, increased production of basic foodstuffs, 
increase In agricultural products for industrial use, con­
tinued work on a geological map, studies of fertilizers, milk 
pasteurization, and many other studies. Investigations deal· 
ing with industrial planning, farm credit, and forestry me­
thods continue. 

Cotton gins and a plant for the extraction of vegetable 
oils have been established. 

13
One of the problems which has received special 
attention from INFOP is crop storage. A central 

• grain elevator, the first in the nation, will be fin­
---• ished this year. It will have a capacity of 12,000 ..,

metric tons. Regional grain elevators are in 

process. 

The purpose ls to stabilize prices on basic commodities 
that fluctuate with the seasons; such as, corn, wheat, rice 
and beans. Not only the price fluctuations that follow har­
vests will be minimized, but waste resulting from rot and 
pests which accompany inadequate storage will be lessened 
by modP.rn stora&e methods. 

14 The level of the international reserves of Guate­
mala, which can be used as a measure of the coun-

• try's externQl monetary position, has risen 11% in 
---• little more than a year. 

This is mostly due to increases in the value 
of coffee exports. Increasing by $4.752,000, these reserves 
have risen from $ 43.288,000 at the end of December 1951 
to $ 48.040,000 at the end of February 1953. 

Money supply shot up $ 3.243,000, from $ 76.083,000 in 
February 1952 to a figure of $ 79.326,000 at the end of Feb­
ruary 1953. Of the total increase $ 2.302,000 was of foreign 
origin, a fact which indicates that the jump in the money 
supply was the result of external factors. 

During the same period, money of internal origin also 
was expanded, in accordance with the liberal credit policy 
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Guatemala has followed in order to foster productive activ­
ities since the monetary reform of 1946. This expansion 
undoubtedly has contributed to the rise in the national 
income. 

The level of pi-ices remained relatively stable during 
this period, as shown by the following figures: the index of 
wholesale pnces in Guaten1afa City reached 142.8 (base 
1946 - 100) at the end of February 1952 but at the end of 
February 1953 it stoo<l at 141.7. This indicates that prices 

-were actually 1.1 points less than in the same pionth of the 
past year. 

15
The foreign trade of Guatemala continued to devel­
op satisfactorily in 1952. This favorable condition 

1 was due, primarily, to the complete fre~dom from 
--- exchange C'Ontrols, whlch has prevailed for many 

years. 
In its commercial policy the country has complied 

scrupoluosly with the spirit of the Bretton Woods agree­
ments, end every effort was made to foster multilateral 
trade and to avoid rP.strlctions of any kind. Thus foreign 
trade was governed prima1·ily by world market _condition~ 
and other natural forces determining demand and supply 
of internationally traded goods. 

The balance of trade for the past year was favorable 
to the amount of $ 11.7 million. Exports increased substan­
tially, rising from $ 76.1 million In 1951 to $ 89.5 million in 
1952. 

More than 83% of the 1952 total went to U.S.A. which 
is also the main. source of imports for the country. In 1952 
imports fron the United States were valued at $ 54.3 million. 
A rough breakdown of this figure is: machinery and motor 
vehicles, $ 13.2 million; textiles and textile products, $ 8.4 
million; chemical products, $ 5.7 million. The remainder 
consisted primarily of metals, metal products, processed 
foods, beverages, live animals, meat products, and paper. 

Coffee continued to be Guatemala's main export and 
source of foreign exchange. As coffee production reached 
an all-time high in the history of the country and prices 
were also at a high level, the country earned more dollars 
than ever before through these shipments. Their value 
amounted to 81.8% of all exports during 1952. Listed in 
order of importance, other products sold in the world market 
were bananas, chicle, lumber, abaca and essential oils. 

The 1951-52 coffee crop, the largest to date, was 1.710,912 
hundredweight. The United States purchased 87.55% of this 
coffee harvest. Its export value was 71,072,822 quetzales. 

16 
The government of the Republic at present has un­
der consideration several projects of great impor-

• tance for the nation's welfare. They are: 
--- a) the establishment of a national farm bank, 

b) the construction of a hydro-electric plant with a 
capacity of 30,000 kilowatts, at Jurun, which will meet the in-

■ 

creasing demand for energy In the central part of the coun­
·try, 

c) the construction of an asphalt highway project to 
connect the production and distribution centers in the Pacific 
coast region, as w.ell as highways to the borders of neigh• 
boring countries, 

d) the construction of a port at Santo Tomas on the 
·Atlantic side, to supply all the modern, technical facilities 
Guatemala needs to carry its expanding foreign trade. 

The completion of the works will undoubtledly require 
a period of several years. . 

On March 13 of this year congress authorized the Exe­
cutive Branch to issue bonds not to exceed the amount of 
20 million quetzales to finance these government projects. 

The planned issue is of the following nature: 
a) Total amount to be issued: 20 million quetzales; 
bl Maturity: 10 years from date of issue; 
c) Interest: 5% per annum; 
d) Amortization: Some bonds will be called each year 

until the whole issue Is amortized; 
e) Form of issue: bearer bonds issued at face value; 
f) Agent: Bank of Guatemala; 
g) Funds: Redemption, interest payments and other ex­

penses will be financed by revenues from the following sourc­
es: new taxes on liquors, increase in existing taxes on cer­
tain luxury articles, port fees, and finally by income obtain­
ed from the operation of the public works which are being 
financed with these bonds. The bonds are unconditionalh· 
guaranteed ,by the state. 

h) Tax status: exempt from all exlstmg and future 
taxes. 

17
Chief of the Arm~ Forcei;, Col. Carlos Enrique 
Dlaz, recently took the oath required by the eonstl-

• tution before congress. 
In his message marking the ceremony he spoke 

of the specific role of the army in relation to the 
public life of the country. Especially significant was the 
following: "Inasmuch as the army is made up of 99% agrl_. 
cultural laborer- since they are the ones who comply with 
the military service, mandatory under the constitution to 
all citizens - it was felt of interest, and as the most effec­
tive coopel-ation which the army could lend to the agrarian 
law, to create a school of mechanized agriculture and a 
series of conferences dealing with the general subject of 
farming and animal husbandry. The courses were to in• 
elude 635 hours for troops before discharge from the service. 
The object was to teach modern methods of obtaining great­
er yields from the soil for the good of the discharged men, 
the national economy, and the people. The instruction was 
started Sept./29 last year." 

If you wish to receive this bulletin, please send your name and address to the Office 
_o_Jinformation and publicity of the Presidency, National Palace, Guatemala City. 
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TRUE FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN GUATEMALA AND MEXICO 

IA/t to nght: Mezfco" C1Uef of Protocol, Rotoer l"wntea, 
Tomaa BdnCM! 

The declllloa of the preeldeat of Hex.I~, Adolfo Ruis 
Cortlnes, to honor the people of Guatemala tbroUCh their 
cblef executive, Pret. Jacobo Arbenz, bad deep alplflcance 
for Guatemala and other Latin American t'ounhies. 

la thus expreNIDc hi• sympathy for Guatemalau de­
mocracy, Pres. Corttnes demonstrated that Mexkan frater­
nity baa real meantnr. 

Pres. Arbena waa clvea the hlcbest dlatlDcUon offer­
ed by Mexico to beads of states, the Great Necklace of the 
Aztec Eacle. The presentat1on was made by a •a,ectal 
mlNl6ll headed by MAJ. Gen. Tolll&8 Sant'hez Hem1111dez, 
amb&Mador extraordlllary. Oen. Sanchez was accomlNIJlled 

Pres. Arbettz, and OMef of the Mexican Mission, Maj. Gen. 
Hentdttdez. 

by tlae Mexican cblef of protocol of the forelp relatlo1111 
office, Rafael Fuent.es. 

The Mexican ambassador In Guatemala, Primo Vllla 
Michel, formed part of the special mlNlon. 

In thh balletl.n we publish the speeches exchanged on 
that oeeulon. 

We also publhb &lie deelaraUoD of t11,e Mexlcaa con­
cress made oa tbe occulon of O~temali,.'• denunciation 
before the United Nations and Its Security CouncQ of the 
threat to It• 110vereJgnty from a conspiracy \\1th connec­
tions abroad. This statement, the friendly poaltton of Mex­
lM, lndlcatea that Mulco baa not forcotten Its own ex­
periences. 

This fortnightlv bmllPtin does not neceuarily repranu the opinion of IM Fore,6" Relation, MiniMry 

https://Fuent.es
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ADDRESS OF GEN. SANCHEZ HER.\'ANDEZ 
Your Excellency, Mr. President: 

The mlulon which the President of Mexico has auigncd 
me ii a high honor, that of prt'St'ntifli Your t,;xcclkncy with 
the Mulcan ~r of the A.zt~ Ea&lc, a decoration which 
my country reserves for heads of states u testimony of 
1ood friendship. 

Some wttka ago Your Ex~llency's Illustrious govern-
ment paid an attention which the Mellican aovemrnent and 
pcqple apprE>ciatcd greatly, that of seoding a special mission 
to -Mexico. headed by the worthy chief of thE' annf'd forces bf 
Guatemala. Col. Enrique Diaz, lo present to Pres. Ruiz Cor­
tinl's the Order of the Quetzal. With equal appreciation 
we tteall In my country the villt that his excollcncy Col. 
Carlos Enrique Diaz, accompanied by the Company of Cadets 
of the Polytechnlcal Military Academy, made to Mexico to 
~nt Guatemala In the ce~onl" that occurred durl"-t 
the inaururatlon of Pres. Ruiz Cortlnes. l recall with 
profoWld emotion the hcJma&ethat the gallant Guatemalan 
cadet.I paid the heroes of our atruale for i~pendence 
and the eadet1 of our heroic MWtary Collep who perished 
at ChapUltepec In defense of the mat aacr'ed .Interests of 
our country. As Mexicans and Guatemalans we see these 
acts u 1incere evld<'ncea of the eordlallty that exlsta In the 
relations between the two countrift and the affection that 
aoulil unlt<' the two peoples NN._ whom d~y hu 
extended cloee links that our rc,vttnlllfflta an called upon 
1o extend and strc~. 

The flnt of such Jlnb la proximity, from livlnc toeeth­
«, principally Jn the border rqiona. of thoae born on 
~r side of th• boundary; and we t.aw In common 
problems arialng from our cloeeneaa wbkh compel MHIC&IIS 
arlC1Guatemalans lo unite In ~forts to control through mod­
em technique the flOOdof riven or the invasion of pla,ues 
that menace crops and destroy vegetation. 

Next comes the community of our ethnlcal orlcln. lt 
comes trom deep ln the cenlwies u in the l'O,ol Vu a 
fnwmal affirmation wu 8ClUnded whm on the. bel&bts of 
lloate Hacavltz the tribes contemplated the symbolic birth 
of day. 

-nten they remembered." says the Qulcb<' Book, 
"thrir older broth<.'rs, their youneer broth<'rs, whose dawn 
happ('ncd there in the country now called Mexico." 

How moving ls the voice of the remote aborigines trans­
lated to th<' sonorous languag<' that we owe to th!' second 
and mort> re<X'nt of the two ethnlcal elements whose fusion 
was the sN'd of our race! 

Since thie perilous deeds of the conquest, the contacts 
bctwe<'n th<' two propl<'s were frE'Quent. Jt could be said 
that these contact! wen.- Jl('rsonifit'd, In th<' tenhlty of th<' 
\•lccroys, In a famous writ<'!' whoae works were claimed 
cqual.cy ),y both countries. 

Tbe pen ot Bernal Diaz del CutiUo wrote in the city, 
of Santiago de los Caballeros de GoaUwmala the prose that 
we ('njoy in his true history of the conqu<'st of Mexico. Lat<!r 
on. Thomas Gage the roving monk, dPdicated to Mexico and 
Guat<'mala pictur<'squc pages fillf'd with fantasy. Th<' Gua­
temalan Landlvar In his immortal "Rvat•eacio Mexic«Na·•. 
was inspired to such harmonious Latin h<'xamet<-rs as much 
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Left .. ltlM: ....... ¥J 1 ler Dr. O..,ue-. V. L amba,.udor Rudolf E. Sc-b-nfeld and Mr. Jolla 
.... c.llet. 

JOHN MOORS CABOT. HEAD OF THE LATIN AMERICAN DIVISION OF U.S. 
STATE DEPARTMENT. RECEIVED AS HONOR GUEST BY 

GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENT 
.Acron1p<1ni('d by U. 8. am­

ba.,/IOdor RMdolf E. Schoen• 
/eld, Mr. Cabot 1003 recrivcd 
in 11 1rpecial audience hy 
PrrtJ. Arbrl'IZ. He al.to con­
fen-ru ,i;tlt Dr. Raad Otw­
gu6da. G,mttm,alaN /oreigfl 
aJlair1t mini.der. 

In a pre.,11 intrrdeir, Mr. 
Cabot freely n,1111ocrcdque11-
tio,i., 011 "" ti01tal and inter• 
,wtiollGl mntter11 put by r,rp­
N>Mntc,ti,~11 of the nation­
al pr~11 und /oreigN cor­
reapondcnt.~. He .1tre111cd the 
de.ttrr of the United States 
to malNfain cl o II e relo­
tio11a with wti11 Amenoa 
med IQ 11t rl'11gthen it:c polj. 
cy o/ l'oopcratio11. 

Mr. C:uhot indi<'atrd lo 
t1te pr111J.,t"4lt hi« got'C1'11-­
m""t 1tundA oppoltCd to m,y 
polic1 o/ i11tcri;c11tion. With 
rc1,pect to claima of the 
United Pruit Co. agfllN11t 111,. 
goH·nin"'nt of Guatet,aa«1. 
1te stated IMt UNY a.ctiOfl 
of t"e U. 8. will he corcfinrd 
to ,iegotiation., in accord­
'.♦ JV1 11:ith intcrnutio11al law. 

A flOOd imprt-11-•ION wa11 
created by Mr. Cabot's 
statemerct tlwt ,,.,, U11ited 
8tate11 will COllh'"'6 a polic_y 
o/ /rtelUUhip, reapect and 
collaborution witll lAti11 
Aml'rican Pf'OJllCa. 'rlle GMO­
tcmalan pre11a of dn,ene ~ 

Offldally ledared a g,A#'!ftof Jllrm,orbv fM OOt"f!rNment of Guate,rwla. Johfl Moora <:abot, '" litical 111lading11haa erpre.•-
charge of lAtiN A,n('ric<1n a/fair:, of the U. 8. State Department. 111ct a cordial reception aNd a planll4' 8elt .,.._foctio9 wit~ t~~ 
program of a.cht'ttte3 for Asa ,,.ree da.v atav .,. Gvatemal<I. l!t<ltemeftt. 

by the Lakes of Anahuac as by th<' cataracts of his native 
land; such as, the one of the "Dulce Cicio:· the "rich In 
waters and abundant in trults." 

But it is above all in the unanimous love for liberty, in 
the similarity of democratic institutions, and lD the volun­
tary obs<-rvanc<> of the norms of International Law where 
the friendship of Mexico and Guatemala are most dt>eply 
rooted. The present cordiality in relations bctwceen our 
two countrit-s is a natural con~qu<-nce of those links which 
J had the pkasuN' of rl'<'alJlng; a.<; •ell a.s th(' _rqult of that 
desirt> for c!osen<'ss that animates all the Amorican peop­
les. The contin<-ntal unity, Ulf' unity o( purl)06f's and #M,1ru­
tions. as "'ell as the unity of efforts to achtew the high 
~oat or our ideals. -theSt' mov(' us at the same time to th!' 
decision to st>Curc true pcac<'. th" lasting peace that tht> worlcl 
needs. 

I know that such desires ar<' also th!' desires of th<' 

people of Guatemala, and that to th.-ir attainment Your Ex­
N'llency df'dlcates your most fervent .-!forts. For iheir re­
alization. I give cordial wishes In the name of Pres. llui:i 
Cortin('S and In my own name. and cordial wlahtw also for 
the J>('rsonal good fortune of Your Excel~ney and for the 
prosl)('rity of the valiant Guat('fflalan J>t"Opl.-. 

ADDRESS OF PRES. JACOBO ARBE,\'Z 
Your Exc<-llency, Ambassador Extraordinary of th<' 

UnltPd Mexican Statos on Special Mluion. Majw: C",t>n,?r&l 
Tomas Sanchu Jleman<k~: 

Jn warmly nluting you and the .Mexican mission which 
_ho!lors us with yout visit, I ask you. gE>neral, to transmit to 
His Exccll<>ncy the presldi>nt of ~citico. don Adolfo Ruiz 
Cortlllf"!!. the fi-rvent .-vldenN> of our frlE>ndlhlp and of my 
gratitudl' for tht• high honor which your gOv('rnm1•nt has 

conferred on me in Kranling me th<' \'alucd Mexican Order 
ot the Aztec Eagle. 

Previously, on another occasion, I was honored by the 
award of this very valuable badge of honor of Mexico, in 
another grade. and for different reasons. On both occa1i1ona 
I wa.s seized with ck-<'p penonal <'motion, but J feel that 
this di,tlnguiahcd occasion rE>affirms the cordial rclatioo, 
and the i.<-ntiments of frkndi;hlp of '.\-texico toward Guate-­
mala: and that this good fri!'ndship betwet'fl your country 
and ours has b(>come more prized since Qctooor ~ 1~14. 
the date on which thf' df'mocratic institution .. and the stan­
dards of social jw;ti~ that characteriz<' contC'mporary civ• 
ilization began to IX' establish<'d in Guatt>mala. 

In another J>('rlocl, and for many yeal"II, the tyrannies 
of Estrada Cabrera and Ubico h<'nnetlcally Sf'al<'d the bor• 
dN's of Guatemala. especially that hord<'ring MexieoO. In an 
altC'mpt to Impede <'COnomlc and cultural lntl'rchang<- and, 
above all, the spread of ideas of democracy and social justice. 
ThE' tyranny of F.strada Cabrera att<-mpted to raise an ln­
~urmountabl<> wall around the peoplf' of Guatemala. like a 
ronl<>flMiNilaltv'. to avoid the contagion of Ideas called "&11a.r. 

chist :" and -fh<' tyranny of Jorge Uhico spiritually closed tht 
!\f<'xlcan-Guatemalan frontier. at t~ safflf' time that it ot> 
~n;"" dN>p mllltrust of th<> Mexican p('Opl" and hypocrlti• 
cally <'XPr<'s!W'dto thf' gO\'l'rnmPnt of Mexico a fri('ncbhlf> 
which it did not f..,.1. pu~uin~ a ''social prophy·lnxill" of not 
lx'in~ contaminated nor contaminatln;: th" Guatemalan 
pcop~ with th<' highest demOM"atic ldeal!1 Which for a Jong 
time had bet-n M>undly established in your country. 

With the same OTientation those dlclaton1hlps opprCSllf'() 
the Guat<-malan J>('Ople, supprcll!ll'd lltK'rtl""· pt.•rs~uted tt.e 
ttur patriots. gall<-· our r<'sources to th<' fir.rt who presentl'd 
th!'msdvt>s with the gOOd fortune of sponsorship 'by forPl,:n 
lntl'rl'Sti.. and Cr('aled a great feudal barony which made 
rvt>n th<' Jut vE>stlc4"1 of ckmocracy disappear. But It la 
seen that no Chin<-se Wall can lx- .-r<"Cted in the field of 
id<'as; and that sooner or later the J>N>ple 1tlr to life t~ 
democratic thinking whtch Is the universal heritaJte; and 
they flJtl'lt to ta1'1' th<.--path ot liberty, pro,o"eu, and national 
liberation. It is se<>n that no barbed f<'nce can imprison the 
trit>ndshlp of \wo ~ll"II, who, like the peoples of Mexico 
and Guatemala arc united by ~ historical rt'lationa; and 
of JtOVemmenta. as that or your country and Guatemala 
which arc apot«>smen and e-itJ)l'ft8ions of ttw t~ popular 
aspirations. 

Oo various OC'Caslons MPxico haa suff<'rf'd ct-rtai" inte1'1 
national hara.ument bttauac of lta defenae of Its democratic 
institutions. of its sov<'reignty, and of its territorial int.~ty. 
Today our country suffers from the attacu of a conspiracy 
col?trlvcd outsi<i<' the country; for the political crime ont, 
of having def<'ndrd our national resourcet1 and of having 
giv<'n ourS<'lvcs a rcgim<' which. while not mixing in the af­
mirs of other countriet, gowrne aocordin 1 rs>.&ht- dictat<-s 
of Justi,.e and the 50VC'rcian will of our pt:.-ople. For that 
reason you will und<'rst•nd how much we <'St<'cm the cordial 
international si-ntim('nts or your int<'lllj!!'nt govcrnm<'nt. ' 

Th<' n~'ht of th<' M"xlcan 1)l'OJ11e.in a ct'rtaln ~en9t'. has 
also lnsplrf'd the ftgtit of Ule Guatemalan people on various 
historical occasions: as wh<'n the insurg<.'nts sucC<'<'ded in 
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unfurling the banner of Independence with the warm advice 
of Hidalgo and the prophetic gestures of Morelos; \\!hen tho 
great Benito Juarez raised his program of progress and 
bloody battle against foreign intervention jointly with the 
tricolor banner; and when the just cyclone of the Mexican 
Revolution was made a mission in the hands of Mad~ff0, 
became the peasant cry In the profound voice of Zapata, 
marched victoriously behind the cavalrymen of Villa and 
Obregon, became legality and justice through the wisdom 
of Venustlano Carranza, and f<inally became agrarian rtform 
and oil expropriation, life of the national t"ecoveTy of Mexico 
in the thought and action of Lazaro Cardenas, the anti• 
fascist struggle for democratic liberties in the plain firm­
ness of Avila Camachq, and th~ great material 't'l9r~ and 
work for education in the term of office of a~torncy Miguel 
Aleman. 

It is well known that the struggle for independence qf 
the Mexican people at the beginning of thf! 19th Century 
bad more influence than any other of the anti-colonial move­
ments for emancipation in Latin America on the decision 
of our own people to obtain their political liberation from 
the Spanish Crown: h.i&tory records that the liberal reform 
of the great Juarez also contributed a grea.t deal to the ~­
form begun by General Justo Rufino Barrios in 1871; and 
that several of the experiences of the Mexican Revolution 
influenced our people to chart their course through the 
democratic October revolution of Guatemala. 

But above all, it has been the heroism, fit•mness ,n\f 
patriotism of so many illustrious sons of Mexico with which 
they have defended their country against foreign interven­
tion as well as Mexico's respect for the right of self deter­
mination of other peoples which ha.Vf! sei;ved us as exem­
plary guides. 

Because of this it is fully justified that the Chlef of 
Armed Forces of Guatemala, Col. Carlos Enrique Diaz, as 
p. faithful exponent of the patr~otism and loyalty of the 
Guatemalan army towards our coqntry, shoulq.. .have headell, 
·the delegation that had the rqisllion of .~eoorating Pres.. 
Ruiz Cortines with the Order of the, Quetzal; and. that the 

MESSAGE ,FROM THE 
When Guatemala withdrew from the Organization of 

Central American States (ODECA) and publicly denounced 
the existence of an international pk>t to overthrow its go­
vernment, a wave of continental opinion approved its con• 
duet. Suport of tbt right to repel any form of intervention 
in the internal affairs of Latin American countries was alfio 
expresaed. 

From the Mexican congress came tl)e following sUl.tlf• 
tnent: 

"The Congress of Mexico can do no less than feel ideu-

H you wish to receive this bulletin, please send 
City, Guatemala, or to EmbB!ISy of Guatemala: 1614 

Guatemalan Cfldetl; should have rendered hozpage of ad­
miration and sympa~~Y to the chi)d h~roes oi Mexieo WhQ 
perished in defense of the independence of thejr CQWltry, 
and to the heroes of Mexican liberty that won a f'ree and 
sovereign country wlth their struggle. 

You are correct, General Sanchez Hernandez, when you 
say "It is above all in the unanimous love for liberty, in the 
similarity of democratic institutions, and in the voluntary 
observance of the norms of International Law where the 
friendship of Mexico and Guatemala is most deeply rooted," 
and I subscribe to your words when you say that "the pre• 
sent cordial relations between our two countries" are at 
the same time due to the decision that animates you to 
"secure true peace, the lasting peace that the world needs." 
And I emphasize your words because it Is precisely our love 
of democratic liberties, our respect of the norms of Interna­
tional Law, and our fervent attachment to peace whictt dic­
tate our patriotic and unshakeable will to defend at any cost 
the national sovereignty, and to repel any foreign interven­
tion in the internal affairs of Gu a t e m a 1a, whatever 
their origin may be and whatever may be the excuse 
for the attempt at aggression. There can be no peace 
among nations, no observance of International Law, 
nor consolidation of a regime of democratic liberties, it 
they are not joined at the same time to the respect of other 
people, and to the right that all people have to select the 
governme(\t which is most in accord with their Interests. 

Your Excellency: 
Again receive my expressions of gratitude for having 

accomplished with so much kindness the mission entrusted 
to you by the illustrious government of His Excellency the 
President of the United Mexican States, don Adolfo Ruiz 
Cortine$, ~d tell him that the insignia of the Mexican Or­
der of the Aztec Eagle will always remind me of the cordial 
relations of true friendship that unite Mexico and Guatema­
la, and extend to him at the same time my most fervent 
1v,ishfS fRr the _prosperity_ of the people of Mexico and for 
his pcr59nal ~rell-being ,and acceRt these same good wli;h.es 
for youl'Selt, 

MEXICAN CONGRESS 
tified with. the Guatemalan nat.iDn. .iA defense oJ. the sacred 
principles of independence, of nqn•interventiot\, and c9n­
stant resect for national determination whip0 the republics 
of this continent hav~ eJ'\'trusted w the Charter ot: :aogota 
as an inalienable par\ of tile pattern that .direct.I the inter­
American community." 

The messa~e was signed by the standing committee of 
the Mexican congress, composed of Jose Rodriguez Claveria, 
president, and Emigdio Marti.n~z Adams and Jose 1;11.larte 
Owr~ 

1 

your name and address to It 0. Box 107, Guatemala 
18th Street N. W-, Washington, D. C. - Guatemalan 

Consulate: 4-08So. Spring St. Los Angeles 18, California. - Guatemalan Consulate: 30 Rockefeller Plaza, 
Suite 1430, New York 20. New York. - Guatemalan Consulate: 801-302 Pan Americ;an Building, P.O. Box 
1286 New Orleans 10, Louisiana. - Guatemalan Consulate: 461 Market Street, San Francisco 5, California. 
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CHILEANDEPUTIES SOLIDARITYSHOW WITH GUATEMALA 
1.A parliamentary committee of Chile has sent the 

following message to our Foreign Minister: 
"The deputies of the Independent Parliamentary 

- Committee in a meeting held yesterday requested that 
Your Excellency favor us by transmitting to the Republic 
of Guatemala the sentiments of solidarity which we feel 
with the democratic regime of that Central American 
country. I have the honor to inform Your Excellency of 
that request." 

The communication was signed by the committee presi­
dent, Adolfo Tapia Moore. 

COSTA RICAN WORKERS OPPOSE 
INTERVENTION IN GUATEMALA 

2 
The Unity Congress of the Independent Unions of 
Costa Rica recently held a session in which they 

• passed the following resolution: 
- "Whereas: 
"The people, and at their head, the work!n~ class of the 
sister republic of Guatemala, at this time wage a titanic 
fight to defend the interests of their independence and 
economic development, and to rescue the great masses of 
their people from misery and illiteracy, by giving I-and t1> 

thousands of dispossessed peasants, by guaranteeing social 
rights to the workers of town and countryside, by r11.ising 
the living standards of all sections of the populace, et'c. 

"In this fight they meet the resistance of the conserv­
ative feudal groups, of the political remnal}ts of the 
Ublco tyranny and those of foreign companies, especiaJly 
of the United Fruit Co. 

"That throughout the continent an intense campaign or 
disparagement and lies against the people and government 
of Guatemala is being waged, accompanied by frank instiga­
tion toward open intervention in Guatemala. 

"Be it resolved: 
"That we consider our own the great fight o( the sistex 

Federation of Workers of Guatemala, and thei-efor the Gua­
temalan working class has the warm backing of the Costa 
Rican workers' movement which is conscious of the social 
and democratic importance of the gains of the people of 
Guatemala. 

"That we oppose in militant fashion every attempt at 
intervention in Guatemala, whether it be through the or­
ganization of the Central Amencan States, through direct 

action of the United States State Department, or through 
any other means prejudicial to the interests of the sover­
eignty of the people of Guatemala." 

GUATEMALA OFF'ERS EL SALVADOR 
A DIRECT OUTLET TO THE ATLANTIC 

3 The administration or Pres. Arbenz is prepa11ed to 
make available to the sister republic of El Salvador 

• a direct route to the Atlantic for its commerce by 
- providing a modern road through the departments 
of Zacapa and Chiquimula and putting the soon-to-be-­
constructed national port of Santo Tomas at the service of 

our neighborS. At present, El Salvador has no direct access 
to the Atlantic. 

This decision will result in great benefits to the Salv• 
dorean economy, which, like ours, ls subject to the high 

(Continued on page. ~) 
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It is with great satisfaction that I see the workers and 
peasants of Guatemala standing proudly as they did when, 
with backs still aching and knees still tired, they won the 
dignity of more humane treatment on receiving from the 
hand.s of my ilu,strious predc-cC'ssur, <'X•pr!'sidc-nt Juan Jose 
Ar~:valo, the Labor Code wt-dch with so much sweat and 
sacrifice they had demanded Mth their struggle on a previous 
historic May Day. 

A new period in the. life of lthe workers began on that 
Mhy Day. Then· tl'le wor~clrs ol:Hained· an instrument which, 
U it did not pretend to free them economically, placed them 
·rn a 1-ietter position to nego•f111t<'with their ·employer~ ·and 
CL\dry their particular grievances to the labor courts at t~ 
same time that it cnrled U1cera when .the needs of the worl<­
ers were resolved with lashes of the whip, with despondent 
imprisonment in jails, oi< in ~wide cutverts when~ so many 
anonymous fighters died. • 

I believe that since that date the president or tH'c ~­
public has not a?dresscd the .~o,:kers dir~ctly during the 
May l ccletiratlons. Thi~ is flue, perhaps, t? "the fnct that 
-there' have <J10t·t,een specific reasons for doing so. In my 
judgement, there n6\lr exist such reasons. 

,A,GR.A.RJAN -S,EFORM 

1 cou)d mounf this rostrum to talk to you of the agrarian 
reform which you demanded last year with renewed insisll-. 
ence 1Q~cl WfflCll'liilibeg~1"¥1i11gMW to be a reaijl!f as a result 
of ttw u~ty ~~ the .W.Of~f[S, ~£e ul1i~qp. pej!.san~s. the ID~e~1on 
of the' po)itical ·parties, and Uie Ioya1ty of the ar~ r:nm•d 
by sentiin•ents 'of patriotism antl love of liberty to Hie cause 
bf the pebt:J!e and 1~ !flag of Guatemala. 

I am not going to speak more of the agr!lrian _i:eform 
directly, ,\l\lt i-a~ of the consequences tl},i.t bave arisen as 
a result of the application of this refcrm embodied in D'ecree 
900 of the Congress of the Republic. I ref6r to the fact th?1 

169.tH!cxprot,riatitm l6f thousands of ncres of land, either non­
p,,otluctive or nntcd in such a \Y.ay as to squeeze the pejlsants 
directly and brutally, has affected the interests of the great 
landlords as well as those Rf, an enterprise composed of 
privileged foreigners. The ~fy just decision to expropriate 
uncultivated land and tum it over to the peasants has 
brought native reaction and that of the favored foreigners 

--tu the desperate point of -intensifying an-Old national and 
international conspiracy of great scope and of anti-demo­
cratic character, ;aitngld.<¥ .!<Jtif~g the democratic regiqi~ 
of Guatemala and stopping s'hl5rt the measures of our pro­
gram, which, as the whole world knows, move toward the 
-economic -development bl our countt:Y. The most ap~rent 
evidence of this conspi~cy has ~en ,he armed uprising at 
Salama which has laid bare an intricate plot in which tb.e 
!rol'lt ~en and direct servants of some foreign interests, as 
well as the desperate landholdets and many political l~aders 
of the reactionary opposi.t\.Qn,whic~ calls itself "antl-com· 
munist,'' are involved. 

wi{..4.,q,"KIND01' DEMOCRACY, 

Tcnd.entious propaga~da that Guatemala is a "com­
muniat ~\IRJ.ry," ~t my aq.miQistrc1-tion is. a "co~munist" 
admJ!j,~tration, 4n~ ihat. ,ve._·"encoura-ge communism," has 
bcetJ' const'ahlly 'r~peated. -~ such pretenses we hav~ been 
represented as opponents of democracy and as t110ufile­
makers in th~ fleld ot,I. lntefn~tional -~lations and pe~e. Jin, 
side and outside of Guatemala. 

I do not know whaa kind -of democr,acy is meartt: but 
for us, a democratic regime is that which guarantfes _all 
its citizens the freedom of stating their opinions, of ~el\ev­
ing what t~y p1e&s<e, of organizing the_mselv<;s,. 11).ecting 
and associating with one another aa best muts their mte:ests; 
without taking account, as far as the_ )aw goes,. of_ differ­
ences .af J"..i!~ religion, class or p_oht1cal . conv1ct1ons. I 
cannot understand to what good international telatrons 
they refer: whether they are those which permit the med­
dling of foreir- hands in the internal aifairs ·of Gua,temala 

Excerpts from the May I Address of Pres~ Jacobo Arbenz 

Invited by labor and peasants' uolon.s, Pres. Arbenz addn-ssed the Workeu and peasants of the nation on May 1 in a 
spee,c:h delivered before, an estimated 60,000 who paraded In the ca11llal. BeariaK baooers and phu:ards supporting the KOVenum:nL ol 
Pres. Arbtmz against foreign Intervention and catllng; for minimum wages of eighty cents daily in the countryside and Ql,lJ~ (quet.zal at 
par with dollar) dally in the city, the parade was the targ~st slnee 19-M when May I was offich11ly decreed Labor Olly by congresll. 

OthM demands ral9ed by the paradeni were for speedy fui fllment of thti aKrarian reform and for action agaias.t t·onspirators 
aervJng ttte lntcre.ts. of foretp companies aud feuclal Jandowners holding la~e a.rea-s of land out of production. In thirty other ~eaters 
of the .republic, paraders demostrated for better ele<:trle fao!litles aod imprO\"f'd water supplies, and better livln,: condltluu" ,:enerully. 

and the kind of despoliation of the natioal resources which th(> perpetual conspira.tors, the ·terror;i,lits of two years ago, 
occurs in the relations of a colony:'•nd a metropohr, or if and the factionists of Salama, are those who, allied to and 
they are those international relations wtiich a1·e based on serving foreign interests • and the interests of enemies of 
~one~\ frie~d~ip, mutual resP,eCt, and collaboration nourished 'people within the country, ma!<~ attempts against the dem­
on equi y and justice. For us it is the latter and not the ocratic regime, cause friction in the good relations, ;of 
fortner which "\Qe hold as gbod relations between· .,untry Guatemala with other countries, and might disturb inter­
end country. nati9!lal peace.

The accusati◊-n that· we encourage "commumsm,1t as 
WHAT KIND OF PEACEt we re,1;enl'fy }>ointed out to the ·United Natrbns 1s•!fflt oGly 

falst>, \?t it. is ~!so fh~ pfetext ~hl_ch_ is raised' like--a blud• 
Nor do I have anv idea of what kind of peace is the geon to softt>n international o~mon • 10.. order that blinlfed 

poll◊t' of our enamies: wttether it is the peace imposed after b:y mtsunderstanding; it c!oes not ~ais'c Its voice' aga1nst 
the slaughter, the peace which wou\d allow the tpe pillage those who attempt to intervene openly an<f impudently in 
and iniquitous exploitation of our feliow- citizens, - in a the internal affairs of Guatemala and to impose upon us 
word, tbc peace of the penitentiaries and the cementeries; U)e dictatE:s of their policy atjtl requi're the concession of 
or whether they refer to the peace which pennits the people new !Ind i;nore grcp~• privileges fl'.om us. • 
to !!;Ive themselves the government Olelr will dictates, the So many anrl so varied· are thbse interests which- .urge 
peace whlah r.espects nationaJ sovereignty and under whose foreign intervcnUon in our country, that ~ay In 6Ulltc­
influence tbe people can advanc,e },)y the road that leads mala it can be said there are only two groups: those who 
to t~ir pro~ress and well-being through the growth of are for tbe defense of .the sov~eignty and the national in­
culture and C'duc:itlon, ai1d fhe development of democracy. dependence as a means of supporting democracy and the 
That is the peace which we wish to see maintained in the democratic regime of Guatemala which allows us to advance 
land as ,a propitfous sign of good international relations toward the social and econQll\fc progress .of the country; 
and the maintenance of authentic democracy in all the and those who ap'pease and are favorable to· foreign .inwr­
countries. ventam in Guatemala as a way of killing the regime of 

liberties· and halting· with treasonous hand the development 
It cannot be doubted then, that these concepts =form of the progressive program which we offer the nation and 

to the most just criterion: they, the plotters of the, past, which we will fulfill as our possib1Jitics allow. 

LANDLORDS AND PRIVILEGED 
FOREIGNERS 

The present fight, then, Is between the party of the 
great majority of the people and the party of the great 
landlords and the privileged foreigne~. This latter puty 
would have almost no backing if it were not that with the 
object o.f defending their interests -· as the Mexican Genera] 
Alvaro Obregon st&ted in an Historic manifesto, " ... the 
privileged foreigners always seek the support of their respec. 
tlve governments". -- in order that they may come to their 
aid to defend with force the injustices Qf their business 
dealings, outraging rl-fe sovereign flag of the country in 
that manner. 

Unfortunately, the efforts which have been made to 
encourage closer relations between the Central American 
governments have been sidetracked by the proposal of a 
policy, which, although that was not its intention, has come 
to coiru:ide with the ly~ng inte,rnational propaganda and 
with ~ intentions of those who );)a.ck this propagada finan­
cially and ask for intervention; and, precisely at the moment 
in which measures of foreign filibusterism were the most 
aggressive. 

On following the road of the Organization of Central 
American States, without wanting to, it is true, we would 
have ended by breaking tilt' good,r~lat~qns \letwoo.n •the Cen­
tral American n<1.tioos. The government of Guatemala 1'Hh­
dl'(!w from the Organization o( Ccn(raJ Americal"J States 
fundantentally beeatlse we did not wttnt t6 sh·ain the rela· 
tions between the governments of the sistor, repu6lfcs of 
Cento-el· America too far with gra\le prejudice '° the hopes 
of true Centr~ Amer~ns who ,hope fPr the r~bi.th ot a 
grea.J country through progress and democracy. In s_p}te 
of those incidL•nts which moved the retirement Of Guatemala 
f-rom th<! Organization of Central American Stat-es, my ~v­
ernmcnt reiterates Jts friendship with the g0vernments of 
the sister republics of Ce11tral America and is ·disposed to 
favor those measures which me8ll the strengthening qf the 
bonds of. Central American fraternity. I am sure that our 
people l}.nd the workers ot Guatemala cherish the pur~st 
sentiments o( friendship and solidarity with their brotber 

peoples of Central America. 

For some time the workerS <YfGuatemala hal;e de­
monstrated ... what can be accomplished by unity and fmm 
determination. The labor disput~s won by the workers to 
increase theii: weU-being; the shoulder-to-shoulder supt)Ort 
of the workers and peasants ·for the realization of the 
agrariam reform; the backing for the highway to the At)tn­
ti~ the port of San 'l'omas, and other important works which 
form part of our government program are some of the 
palpable proofs of what can be :3ccomplished by• the u9~ty 
of the :workers, the unit,y of the peasants, the solid friend­
shii;>of workers and peasants, and the alliance ct the ditferent 
democratic p!rties: 

WO'rkers and peasants: I thank you in th~ name of t.he 
government for your support. The policy of the government 
over which I preside would have no reason for existence if 
it were not inspired precisely by your support and in g<!neral 
by the cause of the people and the Mghest interests of the 
nation. 

At the same time, this demonstration of workerf and 
peasants, as well as othi:rs which· are taking place thrQugh­
out_ the republic, s~ak clearly of the. determination of the 

, PNl)le io fight tot the maintenance of_our democratic regime, 
and to defend with eagerness and en~t-gy, inch by inch, the 
national sovereignty and the independence of the .country, 
- all of it and always! 

On· turning over ·the leadership of the nation -to me, ex­
pl'esident Arevalo spoke these wt!rds, "Guatemala has shown 
ln !ix ,tears that tl~re is no human power capable of crui;h­
ing the will of a P!Ople w~n jts leaders do not bctr.ay 
~m. The people and government joined together prod\)Ce 
dignity. And we small countries have the same right as the 
great ones to organize ourselves and orient ourselves in 
conformance with the dictates of our conscience". 

https://lntcre.ts
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GUATEMALA OFFERS ... Statistics for the years 1951 and 1952 serve as a basis 
of these comments. In ~1 the gross national product In 

(from front page) monetary terms (at current prices) was Q 522.322,300 while 
In 1952 it rose to Q 541.891,100, registering an increasefreight rates of the International Railway of Central America 
of 3.7%.as well as to the monopoly of that company on the present In real terms (at 1946 prices), however, the groaport facilities. national product shows a larger increase due to the fact 

Thanks to the measures of the government, El Salvador that the pr1ce level was lower during 1952. In 1951 the 
wW have access to the Atlantic by a route that follows the level of the real groa national product was Q 366.565,000 

while in 1952 It amounted to Q 412.588,800, Indicating a rilehighway of Chiquimula and Zacapa, joins the new Atlantic of 12.5%.Highway at Marmol, and ends at the port of Santo Tomas. Population estimates made by the General Bureau of
By this road El Salvador will have an outlet on the Atlantic Statistics listed a total of 2.930,993 persons In 1951 and 
by way of 309 kilometers of first class highway. 2.998,769 in 1952. By relating these figures to the volume 

It should be mentioned that a grQat part of Salvadorean Of gross national product, It can be seen that the 1951 per
capita gross national product was Q 178.20 and in 1952 Itimports come from the Atlantic across Guatemala and are was Q 180.70 In monetary term,; (at current prices). In

obliged to pay the excessive rates imposed by the mCA. real terms (at constant prices) the 1951 per capita gl'OI&
In considering the economic needs of Its neighboring national product wu Q 125.06 and in 1952 it increased to 

country, Guatemala demonstrates its desire for frlendshir, Q 137.59. 
There can not be any doubt that, with the public In­and collaboration of Central American COtJntrles. vestment program being Initiated this year, the rate or 

crowth of national income will be accelerated. At the same
MILK STERILIZATION PLANT 

4 
time, u the government stimulates capital formation, the 
standard of living of the people will be raiaed. 

After a thorough study of milk production In Guate­
mala, ft wu found that the country was losing In 

ACTIVITIBS O'l' THB INBURANCB• excess of 3,000 gallons of milk dally through bacterial COJIPANIBS 
- contamination. 

This fact hast Induced the [fllltit"to de Fomento de lo 6 The government of the republic has been giving all 
Produccion to plan the erection of a milk sterilizing planl the necessary help to the Insurance companies In order 

■ to expand further thla form of Institutional aavlnpthat will make It possible to keep milk over long period& - within the national economy. Such savings will con­without the refrigeration which Is so scarce In Guatemal,i. tribute to the monetary resources available for the financl.ng
The plant would have a capacity for sterilizing from of part of the country's economic development. With this 

2,500 to 5,000 gallons of milk daily. The main plant would purpose In mind, a law wu passed whereby all inaurance 
companies w~ obliged to Invest their technical reserves Inbe located In the outsklrts of Guatemala City. There would 
the country.be two refrJgerating plants; one each in the towns of Loa 

As a result of recent resolutions of the Monetary Board,Cerrlt011 and Taxiaco. These latter altet are In the zone of a plan has been completed for entering Into a aat11factory
the greatest milk production. agreement with the foreign life Insurance companies; such 

The cost of the construction program i. ettlmated &.t plan provides for these companies to invest In the country 
Q 266,000. Initially the technical administration would be the amount of the dollar reeerves accumulated from their 

operations In Guatemala. Thia arrangement will facilitatein the hands of the INFOP. When sufficient experience 
the investment by the foreign companies of over three mil-made it possible, the administration would be b_;Ya. milk , 'Jlon dollars in 4% interest bonda to be paid in quetzalea or

producers' cooperative. In U.S. dollars at the election of the holders. 
The importance of the plant can be measured by Jtr. 'nle proceeds of the Investment will be destined prim· 

expected results: the saving of 3,000 gallons of milk now arlty to agricultural and Industrial development. This will 
undoubtedly result In lncreased fmports of machinery andJost daily; the convenience of being able to keep natural other capital goods necessary for Increased productivity Inmilk for long periods without refrigeration; and the lower. these fields.

Ing of the present price of milk by nearly halt which WO&lld 
The amount of premiums collected In 1951 w~, Q2.S51,700,place mllk within the reach of thousands unable to pay the while in 1952 it amounted to Q 2.870~. The 1i4ct must be 

present prlees. pointed out, however, t.bat durirg the latter ~ar, foreign
Ufe insurance companJes did no issue any new pollctes in 

NATIONAL INCOME the cou.ntry ,-ntil the abQve menilonecl. arrangement wu 

5 
completed. The Guatemalan • market' for insurance be gar, 

The preliminary estimates of the gross national product its rapid growth a few yenra ago. The present level of 
prepared by the Bank of Guatemala reveal that the development in the Insurance field and the enthusiasm of 

• national economy bu continued to expand rapidly the public, leads to the conclusion that In some years mon 
- even before the initiation of the projects for economic this form of saving wll) be an Item of great importa~ 
development scheduled by the eov~rnment of the republic among the sources Of capital needed to accelerate thE 
for the years 1953 through 1956. national Investment program. 

U you wish to receive this bulletin. please aend your name and address to P. 0. Box 107. Guatemalt 
City. Guatemala. or to kbu1y of Gwdema9•· 1614 18th Street N. W .. Washington) D. C. - GuatemaLu 
Consulate: 408 So. Spring St. Loa Angeles is. California. - Guatemalua Coneulates SO Rockefeller Plua 
Suite 1430. New York 20~ New York. - Guatemelan Consulate: 301-302 Pen American Building, P.O. Bo: 
U86 New Orlew 10. Jw,i■iana - Gvtema_len Coma late: 461 Market Street, San Franeisco, Callfonaia . 

._._,._ 
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OUTLOOK FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION 
1 The democ1·atic governments ot Arevalo and Arbenz 

since 1944 have understood clearly that economic 
~ problems have priority over Pt:oblems of education. 

It is not possible to solve the problem of the rural 
school without solving the land problem, as the great 
Christian writer and teacher Gabriel Mistral, Nobel prize 
win.ner, declared years ago. 

The highest rates of illiteracy are found' In countries 
of feudal and semi-feudal charaeteristlcs. The abolition of 
peasant illiteracy demands the solution of the land problem. 

The Social Security program, the Labor Code, and the 
Agrarian Reform are the bases from which the cultural 
iransf,rmation of Guatemala aCses. With 4lvorablc so­
cial conditions, the cultural levfl i1 lifted f.rom y,ar to 
year. 

Guatemala, with a population of 2.788,122 according to 
the 1950 census, has an illiteracy rate of 72.2%. After nine 
years of democratic government the average wage of the 
farm worker, 78% of the labor force, is still only 26 cents 
per day. These figures speak for themselves and explain 
why the government has given special attention to the great 
majority which has been destitute and discriminated against 
for centuries. This policy of the government gives rise to 
the resistance of the semi-feudal national minority and 
foreign interests who feel themselves affected by the new 
institutions and laws of the country. 

SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION 

President Arbenz in his report to the nation concerning 
administrative matters in 1952, made before congress March 
1 last, expressed dissatisfaction with accomplishments in 
the cultural field. He explalned that a thorough study was 
under way to better educational planning and correct the 
deficiencies of the campaign against illiteracy. The task 
is a huge one and requires rapid surpassing of the results 
hitherto obtained. 

The two governments of the revolution (Arevalo 1944· 
1951, Arbenz 1951-1957) have Invested Q. 6.779,330.37 (quet. 
zal par with the dollar) in the construction of schools. 
This figure does not include the modernization of primary 

\ . aD!l.Jle<:Ondary educational centers installed in inadequate 
buildings. Nor does it include work undertaken by munl­
nitlpalltles- which have received contributions M some im· 

·'t)Ottan~ ·from ·the Ministry of Communications and Public 
Works which is charged with school construction. 

In the nine years since the dictatorial governments, 
Guatemala has built more schools than du~ing all previ<?us 
governments. 87 schools of different styles have qee11 b¢lt: 

"Federation" type schools . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
Minimum type 'schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
"Barcenas'' type schools .·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Schools of other types . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

FEDERATIO"#' TYPE SCHOOLS 

The Federation school is a mo(J~rn. functional model 
which has merited special distinction in internatlonal school 
architectural competiti.ons. There are three styles: circular, 
semi,circ~lQ.r, and quadrant shaped. 

The circular school has eight double Gu.las, each serving 
fifty children. Each aula has 
sanitary facilities. 

The au1a in these schools 
room, and a ~pedal ve1tibule 
utensils, as well as closets and 

an independent patio and. 

includes class room, work 
for class and work room 

clothing lockers. 
The semi-circular style school has six aulas and the 

quadrant shaped four. They are otherwise similar to the 
circular school 

Each school has an auditorium with movie apparatua. 
galleries, and special arrangements for theater, ballet and 
orchestra. They also have swimming pools, and playgrouq 
with sports equipment and agricultural equipment. Each 
school has a clinic for medical examinations and a library 
with a permanently assigned librarian. 

Apart from the aum are offices for the director, two 
regents, and a secretary. There Is a storeroom for text• 
books and a shop where pupils may buy school needs. 

The Federation deals with the problem of different 
work and play time schedules for different age groups by 
providing each aufa with separate facilities including separate 
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,patio for playing. This permits each class a different time­ special study has been undertaken to achieved the best peda­ Rural primary . . . . . . l.+~ 1,752 

table coordinated with the over-all school program. gogical results in these specialized centers. Normal and high ~hool . 242 719 (Minimum salaries under a slinding scale which allows 
The three new schools are staffed by specialized person­ Vocational and tecnical . 217 374 teachers ~o reach a ma.ximum 100% higher.) 

PUBLIC EDUCATION BUDGET nel which includes, in addition to the regents, a doctor, a Teachers without certificate 30 quetzales per month. 
psychologist, a psychiatrist, social workers, and specially NUMBER OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN OPERATION: After next July 1st. 50 quetzales per month.SchOol eot&Structio11 in diffe-rent sections of the c.<ountry trained teachers. Staff work is coordinated by a director. Graduate rural teachers 60 quetzales per month.laas \,eeq guided by. nee(l ·as shown by a census of children of The first special school for rural nurses is already in 1944: 195!: Graduate urban teachers (in and out of the capital)1ehoo1 age. rt might be pointed out that .!luring the last operation. 75 quetzales per month.•i<:tatOl"shi:p, ttiat of Gen. Ubieo wacwield power f<r the foll!'­ Kindergarten . . 34 49 

Part time teachers -1 hour daily- 25 quetzales pert~ ,eai's preceeding 1944, 110t a single schao'iwas butlt. Urban primary . 700 750COMPARATWE BT.ATIB'l'WB month.The national budget for the Ministry of Education con­ Rural primary . 998 1,559 
(Quetzal par with the dollar.)tinues to be the highest for any of thB ministries wbich 1944 und~r the dictatorship, and 1952 eight years after Normal and high school 13 19 

compose the government. For the fisCl!.1 year 1953, thl' the Revolution. Vocational and tecnical . 10 15 
education budget, presently under study by congress, will NUMBER OF STUDENTS IN PUBLIC SCJ:{OOLS: PUBLICATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT 
approach ten and a half million quetzales. The edl.lcation 1044: 195!: COMPARISON OF TEACHERS' SALARIES OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 
budget alarie for the next ilscal year wm Qe greater than /',. publishing division, La Editorial de Educacion Publica,Kindergllrten . . . . . . 1>,065 11,127
the total budget unde'r the dictatorsbip for all adminis­ Under the Dictatorship: was established in July 1949. At the end of 1952, afterUrban primary . . . . 66,348 90&41 
trative branches. three and a half years of operation, it had published:Rural primary . , . . . 35,799 511)91 Teachers without certificate 4 to 12 quetzales per month.This year t9ere are 400 more rural schools functipn;ng Normal and hi&,.h s~hooJ 6;488l,~ Graduate rural teachers 12 quetzales per month.tban In 1952. A rural school, in .::9ntr;1-distinction t'l tt>!ll'e Number of copies:Vocational and technical . ;l,~ 4;5t>7 Graduate urban teachers (outside the capital) 24 quet-me'l'ltiun~d previously, ·is usu,a1ly a one-roo!ll ~ff~il· iu a Text Book Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 91,100

zales per month.rertt~d buildin·g in small Villages, Qr perhaJ?s a room prnv:rted NUMBER OF PUBLIC !$CHOP£ 'fEA,ClfERS: Scientific Pedagogic Collection . . . . . . . 6,000Graduate urban teachers (in the capital) 33 quetzales perfor the children of workers on a la,rge ranch. ContemporaneoUB Collection . . . . . . . . . . 62,600month.Half a million quetzales has been allocated tw: salaries l~H: 195!: 
20th of October Library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 246,500of new teachers. A hundred thousand quetzales more than ~inder~ar\fn . . .... 12& 312 Part time teachers -1 hour daily- 12 quetzales per 

in the previous budget will be provi4ed tor completion of UrpaQ primary . • ' 2,531) 3,ms month . Examination papers ................. . 515,400 
the new school program. Happiness Magazine (Children's) .... . 40,000 

Teachers' Magazine ................. . 59,000
NEW SP~CIAL FA01LITIES Pamphlets ........................ . 13,000 

Since last year thr:ee new educational centers for aban­ Other books and magazines ......... . 193,200 
doned and delinquent children have been functioning. A MiscellaneousFederationSch-ool''Mig~el Hidalgo y Costilla'' 1.604,345 

J1ederation school '!} t~1; semi-<;i1:_cu,~r type repcntly dedicated i!' Chimaltenat!go 
to the Me~can patriot, 'Mi l • algo, Father of his Country. (Detail of facade.) 

1,)~ail qj the ~t '9r. Erf¥11 .Ar-benz att nd d the dedkatfon with c~et members 
Q,-d the Mexicati Amhas a r Primo Villa Michel. 

Anather tJiew of the {Q/XJ,de. ll'he 1itfini8ter: of Foreign .RelaUoha, Dr. Raw 03egweaa, 
and the Mexican Amba sador Primo Villa Michel spoke at the ceremony. 
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REG 10 NA L GRAIN ELEVATORS 

Grain eleootor in the capital, soon to be completed. 

2 The first of a national system of granaries is nearing 
completion in Guatemala City. It is anticipated that 

• grain losses of as much as 50% may be avoided by= modern storage methods protecting against humidity 
and pests. Carryover storage facilities should also eliminate 
much of the speculation which causes fluctuating prices of 
-basic foodstuffs. 

INFOP, the production research agency of the governm­
·ent, has already begun studies for regional elevators which 

Ac the granary will appear when completed. 

will round out a program of storage granaries capable of 
handling the entire national production. Factors in deter. 
mining the location of additional facilities are climate, soil 
conditions, amount and type of production, and highways, 

Within the budget and work plan for the current year, 
INFOP plans an expenditure of Q. 250,000 for the necessary 
regional studies and the initiation of construction on another 
elevator. 

GUATEMALAN NEWS ON THE AIR 
"'l'be Voice of Guatemala", a national radio broadcast (151'70 kc.). After 5 PM tills station operates on Its other 

11ervkle, tranunlt. uninterrupted programs every day from frequency, the Sl meter band (9'760 kc.) 
6:30 AM until mlclDlght. The pro1ram• may be received as TOW transmit& news programs dally In Spanish at 1 

AM, 12:SO Pll, '7 PM, and 10:15 PM. Tbe program "Guate·follows: maJa and the Wor9d", of commentary related to forefsn 
countries and the national life In lt9 different aapeeta,

Broadcast band: Station TGW on 840 kilocycles. la broadcaat Mondays, Wednesdaya, and Fridays at 9:15 PM.
Station TGWC on 1520 kilocycles. On the same days at 8:S0 PM, "Preaa Cllpplnp" Is beard, a 

Short Wave: Statton TGWA on 9'760 kc. Sl meter band. proeram of news Items In dramatic form. rer tbe benefit 
or 151 '70 kc. 19 meter band. of Guatemalans llvlng outside the oountr,, aacl for all frleade

•Station TGWB 6180 kc. 49 meter band. of the country, a mulllcal program •'Chaplalu.tla" maybe 
heard everyday at P.-.SOPM arul· 19:15 PM. 

, Beet for reception outlllde the COPDtry, and part1lcularly ' The boors above are- local Nine:New York Is two hours In 
for the United State&, In the short wave broadca.t from advance; New Orleans l hour in ~vance; •~ ~e West Coaet 
TGW•.er. 6:IQ AM unW a PM o.n the 19 meter band· 1 hour behind the t.bne's shown. 
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First Year of Land -Passing Reform of Feudalism 
ON JUNE 17, 1952, congress passed the Agrarian 

Reform Law after careful study of the proposals present­
ed by Pres. Jacobo Arbenz. 

Pres. Arbenz and his cabinet held many meetings 
with representatives of the General Association of Agri­
culturists and specialists on the problems involved, in 
order to hear and consider objections and suggestions for 
making just and equitable legislation in accord with the 
~eeds and possibilities of the country. 

The press of t;very political comple~ion analyzed the 
proposed law from many viewpoints. There was . unani­
mous agreement on the necessity of land reform. The 
discussion was confined to certa:in points and to the manner 
of putting the law into practice. 

A year has passed. The law is being enforced. The 
economic and social transformation of the nation is unde.r 
way. The land reform is the most far-rP.aching step in 
the modem history of Guatemala. The land is the basis 
of the national wealth. 

GENERAL FEATURES 

Sharecropping is permitted only on previously uncul­
tiva\ed lands not affected by the law, and rent ~n kind 
cannot exceed 5% of the crop. Cash rent for such lands 
may not exceed 5% of the value of t~e crop. 

ESSENT,IA~ OBJECTIVE_~ 

TH:E EtONOMIC AND SOCIAL life of the coun­
try is being spurred forward as the land refprm overcomes 
economic backwardness. Article 3 of the la1 lists as 
essential objecti'ICeS: ., 

a. To develop a modem agricultural economy 
for all types of farmers. 

b. To apportion land to peasants and farm work-
ers with little or no land. •· 

c. To facilitate the investment of new;,capital 
in agriculture by leasing national lands. . ,,.._ 

d. To introduce •new methods of farming by 
giving, especially to small farmers, work animals, fer­
tilizers, aeecl,and technical aid. 

e. To make available increased credit for all 
cluses of farming. 

THE AGRARIAN REFORM LAW proposes to 
abolish the feudal la~d system and the production methods 
which stem from it in order to develop modern farming 
methods and prepare the way for industrialization. 

The most controversial measure of the law is that 
governing expropriation by the state of certain, in the 
main, uncultivated lands. These lands are distributed in 
small parcels to individuals, or in larger units to cooperative 
associations. 

Payment is made to the owners at the declared tax 
value in long term 3% interest bearing bonds guaranteed 
by the government. Of different maturity dates, the 
maximum maturity period is 25 years. Through May 31, 
1953, Q.r.827,149.94 was paid out in such bonds. 

Many exemptions from expropriation are allowed. 
Farms less than 223 acres are exempt whether cultivated 
or not. Farms up to 670 acres may not be touched if two­
thirds is under cultivation. 

The expropriation featltre, in general, does not affect 
lands which are contributing to the national production" 

The law prohibit!! all fom1s of peonage and slaV"try-: 
All farm labor must be ~ai1• !~ use o~)~nd as pay'!~en_~
for labor is forbidden. Any form of levies for free labor 
from the Indians is outlawed. 
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LAND REFORM IMPERATIVE 

. IT CAN BE SEEN THAT is was imposi.ible to 
progress beyond the semi-feudal and colonial stage of 
·economic development toward a free enterprise system of 
production without reform. 

Two approaches are being taken by the Arbenz ad­
ministration to bring the Guatemalan ~nomy l:IP to date. 

The first is a program of self liquidating public 
works; such as, new port facilities at Santo Tomas, a new 
hydro-electric plant to serve the nation, the new highway 
to· the Atlantic and other modern new highways. These 
and similar capital investments are designed to increase 
the real income of the people over the long term. 

- The secOtNl is a series of rnnsures tending to dis­
tril:)ute the nationa,I income at once and directly through 
a broad· system· oi social ·security. Such a system, now 
o~ra~ir:ig, includes severance pay for discharged. workers, 
medical attention and compen·sation for· workers _injured 
on the job, medical and hospital care for on the job ac­
cidents; maternity hosp~talization and other maternity 
benefits, public nurseries and children's "dining rooms," 
dt>ntal and medical clinics, and other social welfare services. 

Such economic and social planning requires changes 
in the basically agricultural economic structure. These 
necessary changes are assisted by agrarian reform which 
thus permits an appreciable bettering of the living 
standards. • 

But a land reform without a parallel reform in farm 
methods and financing cannot reach the goals established. 

NEED FOR RURAL CREDIT 

OLD FARM CREDIT PRACTICES are dramatic­
ally pointed up by data gather<'d in a survey of 19 rural 
areas made under the direction of the National Indian 
Institute from October 1950 through January 1951. 

In one area the normal rate of interest to small farm­
ers was foun,t to be 35% per month. This 35% rate 
might reach the staggt:ring rate of 175% per month in 
some cases. The 175% rate woulcl be charged if the bor­
rower needed funds for a one month period. For such 
a Joan he would pay interest based on a five month period, 
the uc:ual term for a loan of that type. 

Such usurious rates had their foundation in the lMtlp­
lessness <>f the Indian fam1er. based on ignorance ,and 
miset-y, the heritage of feudal times. ~ 

•For example, the percentage of illiteracy for the 
country as a whole is 72.2%. In the ln!,lian areas where 
the credit situation was surveyed, the rate .of illiteracy is 
even h;gher. . 

The misery and poverty of the masses, also a heritage 
6£ feudalism. is shown by a survev indicating that 75,8% 
oi .the population is shoeless. Guatemala .. is a barefoot 
democracy. . , . • 

The data coll«:cted by the NatiQn;ll Indian Institute 
headed by Joaquin Noval on the ·ruriil credit situation 
reflect .a state of affairs so rapacious and _inhuman that 
it appears incredible. But this situation is characteristic 
in the rural sections where the feudal relationship:; and 

• attitudes are most strongly entrenched. 

Hundreds of pea,yants gather to claim uncultivated lands. - (Photo Deleon,) 
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Peaaant c<>u,ita money ad-vanced by Credito Hipotecario 
N acional for crop seed. 

NATIONAL FARM BANK 

THE CREATION OF A NATIONA)~ farm bank, 
now under study by congress, h, expected to alleviate i11 
large measure these aonditions. 

The new bank would have an initial capital of seven 
to ten million quetzales ( quetzal at par with the dbllar) to 
finance the country's new independent farmers. 

Further capital in the form of cattle and work animals 
is now being given to assist these small farmers who for 
the most part are farming land never before cultivated. 
A goal of 24,000 head of livestock has been set. During 
this first year of the agrarian law, nearly half of the 
animals were distributed. 

AN AGRICULTURAL COUNTRY 

GUATEMALA 1S ALMOST complc:tdy an a2'ri 
cultural country. In an area of 45,452 square miles, 
excluding Belice illegaJly held by Great Britain, two-thirds 
of the three million inhabitants live in the farming 
countryside. 

The most recent information from the Administrative 
Department of Labor (Mes Econ.omicq Fitfanciero - April 
15, 195_1) shows f!i,· inequitable disffi6ul1on of wages to 
the 'w6rting majoritv. ·th'e farm ""orkcrs. 

According to this Sljurce 3,320 remunerative en­
terprises are registered in the country, distributed as 
follows: 

Industrial enterprises 821 
Commercial enterprises 1127 
Agricultural enterprises 1327 

The employed labor force is distributed as follows: 

Industrial - 11.24% of the nation's workers recei­
ve 19.82% of the total wages. 

Commercial - 10.07% of the nation's workers re-
ceive 37.6% of the total wages. • 

Agricultural - 78.69% of the nation's workers re•• 
ceive 42.58% of the total wages. 

In other words, in one year: 

30,056 industrial workers receive Q 9.208,985.00 
26,904 commercial workers -receive 17.474,444.00 

210,351 agricultural workers receive 19.784,290.00 

The average daily wage: Industry Q0.85 
Commerce 1.80 
Agriculture 0.26 

The figures speak for themselves. 

A Mo·,;i,:ent oj rest in th-a ,day's ·iQ<>Tlt:1(Photo Deleon) 

https://19.784,290.00
https://17.474,444.00
https://9.208,985.00
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UNBALANCED LAND OWNERSHIP 

IN OUR HCLLETJN No. 1 of April 15, we gave 
some interesting figures concerning land holdings. Those 
data, as the data above, clearly show the urgency of land 
reform. We repeat the April 15 figures to give a more 
complete picture in this resume. 

Prior to the agrarian re£onn: 
76% of the land owners owned less than 10% of 

the arable land. 
2.2% owned more than 70% of the land. 
22 large landlords owned in excess of 28,200 

acres each for a total of 1,802,000 acres. 
259,169 individuals owned an average of S.1 acres 

each for a total of 819,245 acres. Of these small hold­
ings, 25% was rented to others. 

A. CAMPAIGN PLEDGE 

CAMPAIGNING FOR PRESIDENT, Col. Arbcnz 
promised agrnrian reform in accord with the laws of the 
country and the needs of the nation. Upon his election. 
he recalled his pledge in his inaugural add res:-, March 15, 

1951 : 
''Industrial progress and the economic development 

generally can never be accomplished so long as the current 
conditions of servitude CJcist. 

Some Results of One Year of the Agrarian Reform Law 
As of May 31, 1953: 

107 nation
46 fanns were 
duals, 

61 farms 
The total 
More than 

ing 877,500acres. 

ally owned farms had been divided as follows; 
leased to cooperative asso ciations with a membership of 

were divided into tracts leased to 7,892 small farmers. 
amount of land involved in this transfer was 740,500 acres. 

100,000 peasants had henefi ted by the division of 164 private 

6,646 

farms, 

indivi­

totall­

The bank, CREDITO HIPOTECARIO NACIONAL DE GUATEMALA, bad granted a 
total credit of Q195,894.00 to the cooperatives, and a total credit of Ql89,0S0.25 to indivi­
duals receiving land from the national farms. 

Compensation in Agrarian Reform Law bonds, issued and guaranteed by the go­
vernment to the former proprietors of 164 farms expropriated is Ql.827,149.94. 

These Miserable Dwellings will Be Replaced 
through the Agrarian Reform. 

"That is why agrarian reform is of major importance 
to our program. Its success calls for the elimination of 
the enormous. uncultivated estates, and for the introduction 
of basic changes in primitive work methods. 

"In other words, it requires better distribution of 
untilled lands, abolition of the remnants of feudal customs, 
and the application of agricultural science and technique 
to our agricultural activities in general." 

SOME HISTORY 

IN GUATEM:\L:\. scat of the ancient Mayan civ•· 
ilization which was the highest Indian culture of pre­
Colombian times, the Indians were dispossessed by the 
Spanish conquest. They were emlave<I and held under 
ruthless exploitation for centuries. 

The road from colonial slavery has been long and 
tortuous. The vestiges of the incredibly cruel colonial 
economic structure are those which the new Guatemala 
is now liquidating. The agrarian law is the principal 
mstrumt'.nt in this task. 

Many uprisings have taken place since Cortez' cap­
tain, Pedro Alvarado, first came to Guatemala in , 524. He 
was the cruelest, most oppressive: and rapacious of the 
Spanish conquerors. He cnslav1::d even women in Gua­
temala. 

They have worked the fields for generations producing 
the wealth of Guatemala. 

The governmettt 1uu readied an age,u;y to construct new living quarters to replace ahacks that shelter thousands 
of farm workers thrcugho1<t the country. 

The good earth of Guatemala which will be farmed by 
a new independent farmer. 

https://mstrumt'.nt
https://Ql.827,149.94
https://Ql89,0S0.25
https://Q195,894.00
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A young beneficiary of agrarian reform. 

The colonial, feudal structure established by Alvara­
do is that which C:uakmala is now changing to a modern 
.social structure.- within a free enterprise framework. 

Old la\\·s for the protection of the Indians and for 
the liberation of the slaves had rernainrd on papl'r. They 
were inoperatiYe because there Wi.'l'l' not corresponding 
changes in the frudal economy. Great landed estates ,,l're 
in the hands of a frw who did not work the bnd nor pl'rmit 
ct11ers to work it except on the most opprcs~il't terms 

Unclcr the gm·ermnent of Ju:;to Rufino Barrio, in 
the last ctntury the.- first land relorm \\'as atll'mpted. lt 
was a frtblc effort, principally arranged lo prO\·ide l;111d 
for Barrios· supporters. The basic situation was not 
changed. Feudalism remained and was c,·cn strengthentcl. 

PAST F.XPER!F.XCE CU!DliS CUATEMALA 

FRO\! TUIS >;.\TlONAL cxpu1mce and from 
studies of similar efforts in other countries, Guatemah 
evolved its Agr:irian Reform Law. The first ye1r ha~ 
passed. 

Thl· rcsulb ha,·e bcl·n completely satisfactory. The 
law is being firmly and e<Juitably enforced. The dt'l'J>l'St 
and fulll·st results nre Yt:'l to be achic\'C'd, bllt thl' execution 
of the la\\' procc•ed-. in. orderly fashion in the public flurry 
that a l;rn SlTking- to t•ml !ht injustiCl' of crnturits must 
create. 

Th(' inttrn:il oppo,;i1io11 nf thl· anti-reform pn·ss and 
the extl'rnal opposition of the foreign pre,s scn·in~ thi> 
foreign landholding monopoli;;ts; thl'. L ,-era! :11tempt" :H 

amwd upns111g,-; the menace of forl·ign intervl·ntion; 
clc11unciatirm:,; of every kind agamst Guatemala, even tu 
thl• point of statcml'llt-; that we han: b.,~l'"-in both oceans 
for SO\ iet submarim·s, am) ~imilar ht·att:d fabrications; 
-all this originaks from the dfort to transform our 
provincial back\\'arrlncss throug-h the agrarian and ntlwr 
rdor111 t11l·asures. 

Nl:.ED FON /.,-1.\'f) f?EFO,\l CUNC/:/)f.LJ 

WE S.\1O TIL\T THE X£CES$1TY of agrarian 
reform was unanimously accepted. It could not ha\'e been 
otherwise \\'hl·n the r950 census, the fir:,;t accnraw census 
in our historv. nnd other statistical data ~o dearlv ll'veakd 
such tremendous social injustice. However. the ·big plant­
ation owners. landed inttrests and the foreign 111011opolies 
with huge privilrged concessions granted by former 
repudiated dictatorships have organized a most tenacious 
ancl inflammatory r.:!,istance to the law while pretending 
to n·cognize tht' nl'ed for reform. 

The entire political life of the country is aHccted by 
the reform. As Pres. Arbcnz said. '' For the first time 
in the historv of Guatemala. the peasants will co111mence to 
participate i~1 the public Iifr of thi: country.·• They arc 
participating. 

The last years of this old man will Le better because 
his 11eeclsare nice 1dlh jttstice. 

https://CUNC/:/)f.LJ
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And the a g g re s s i \' e }!Ubli_citycampaign against 
Guatemala and· its two dt•mocratic administrations 
(Pres. Arn·alo. 1945-51; Pres. Arbenz, 1951-57) has 
increased violently outside the country, backed by rnonopol­
ist interests; such as, the United Fruit Co., aHccted by the 
reform laws. 

But the go\'ernment through the law is bring ng more 
land into production. It is increasing production per acre 
by making impro\'ed \'arie::ties of seed available, by the 
use of machinery, frrtiliurs, tcdmical aid, extension of 
nedi~. and suppart. of c°:°pcratives. It has set up a 
machmery station m tropical Cuyuta and is establishing 
a cattle expt·rimental project in Peten. 

. Thus the agrarian reform continues to benefit pro­
duction and the national interests. C.i\'ing land to 
thm;isands of landlrss, modernizing production methods, 
~ndmg feudal condit:ons. -thPsc nwas_ures raise purchas­
mg- power am] create the internal market necessary for 
the developm-:-nt of the national inc{ustry. These arc the 
positive accomplishments of the .first year of reform 
measured against the dis~orted picture which·a pArt of 
the foreign press ddig~ls to present. 

AS WE GO TO PRESS 

The first anniversary of the Agrarian Law was 
greeted throughout the country with meetings of 
political groups and peasant orga111zattoos. • 

The most important of these mtttings took place. 
in the little town of La Tinta, in tlie northern part of 
the country. More than 7,000 peasants, representinc 
som~ 250 pea~nt un!on ~ocals, gathered to greet a 
special delegation which mcluded Alfonso Martinez, 
head of the National Agrarian Department. 

Labor and political leaders attended the celebration. 
Mar.y o~ the peasants addressed the "'thering in their 
own regional language, the Kekchi Indian tongue. 

As we close this bulletin, additional news of 
another 15 private farms expropriated in different 
parts of the country has beenpublished. Their former 
owners have been paid Q.67,8:32.00 in agrarian bonds. 

An additional 6;130 acres have been turned over 
to the peasants in the fast weeks of June. 

CONGRESS ACTS ON FARM BANK 

Congrcs~ has j~t ~Jlroi;~ the (.ir~ six jlrticl.e.s, 
of the law whtt1'L~n ~stib,sl{ .r; 11:ltiaual f.tfl b;c:ik 
for g-~anting needed crecTits to smaIT farmers. 

The first article reads; '"A State B!Jrik cal~e<.f tRe 
. "B:vico Naci~nal Agrario," is trt'atcd: 'autonomous, with 
appropriate legal powers, funds, a'l'ld foil aulfiority to 
acquire rights and obligations, whose priniary object is 
to extend crcsii(>. which aid agricultur,al production, 
fundamentally for the small farm ecpnoruy and ror 
other agriculturists as detenni,1ed by this· law." 

The law creating this bank, which has congres­
sional appro\'al as shown by the passing of these first 
9ix articles, is the needed instrument to guarantee the 
final success of the agrarian reform. 

PUBLIC FINANCE 
The fiscal budget has been more nearly balan<:1'd ai, 

public finances became more stable. The fiscal year 
is computed from July to June, a fact which .ia con­
venient to keep In mind when dlscuulng the annual 

budget. 
A comparison of the last two fiscal years gives the 

following results In thousands of quetzales: 

Fiscal Cash Cash Cash Toal BudgC\. 
Year Revenue Expenditure SUFJ)IUS Expenses Deficit 

8()().j1950-51 47.436.1 47.022.5 413.6 48.236.3 
1~1-52 57.414.9 52.522.2 4892.7 57.734.4 319.5' 

Difference: 
+ 9.978.8 + 5.499.7 + 4.479.1 +· 9.498:t - ~:t-.. . 

The above .figures show thitt during the paai_ year ~; 
budget deficit wu reduced by 60%; moreover, the c~ 
surplus w11s such that the PubUc Treuury ol)ffated at:~• 
high degree of liquidity. The expansion of revenue arid 
expenditure durln& the Jut year came about as a conaeq~nce 
of the Government program of social and e-conomlc deve~ 
ment. Such Investments of particular Importance were: the 
construction :of the lnteroceanlc· highway_.. the ahOol -)>uild~ 
program !-nd 1everal water au~pl>' projects. 

GUATEMALAN -NEW~ 
ON THE AIR 

c'l'lle Volee of Guat..ala>, a aatloaal ·,..._ ltroadeut 
eemee. traumlte ualaternpted_ prosr- ·ner,- da.J '""'1 
1:ao AJI aatU mldalpt. TIie precra- .. ,. be reeelY~ • 
follow.: 

Broadcaat band: 8tatloa TOW oa MO ldloqdes. 

Statto■ TGWC OD uio kUocycles. 

8bon Wave: statloa TOWA - 1190 k~ 11 met.er llaDd. 

or unt ke.. It meter baad. 

8taUoa TOWB 1180 kc. 41 meter bead. 

Beat for reception outside the coaat17, a■d partleularly 
for the United States, la tbe abort -ve broedeut •~· 
TGWA from l:lt AM uaUI 5 PM on U.. te ~tftr _.., 
(15110 kc.). After 5 PM. th1a station operates o~. I~ other 
fff'QUNlCY, .the SI meter band (9180 kc.) 

TGW tranamJts newa. ~ocram ~ In Spanish at. 1 
AM, lZ;SO. PIii. ,( ,P/il at!'it!lf .rlt,_"'.hf- «GuaU••,rocram 
mala and the World ,., of comment.ary related ~ forelc'D 
coun'trlet1 and the national Ufe la lte illfft!reflt ·ass,eet•, la 

broadcast Monda)'!!, Wednetlelay!I, aad Fl'ldayt' IU :9:16 PM • 
Dally 'at 8:SO PM, «Pl'efl·Ollpptapit Is heard; a pro«ram•Gt 
n~'w• Items In dramatic. torin: For the'beneflt' ti! Guatema• 
lane llvln1 outalde the c;quntry and for all friends of the 
country, a musical pro'cram «Cbaplnlandla> may be bead 
everyday at 9:SO PM and 10:15 PM. 

The hours above are local time: New York la two boart 
ID a4vaaee: New Orleaaa 1 llour ID aclvaacle; ud tbe West 
Cout I llour behind tl1e tam. lbowa. 

https://Q.67,8:32.00
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The Nation Supports the Agrarian Reform 
&s1tc1mb"".. --

Lf A.R.d: 

.EN 
,c~ , LlR 

t Lo~ 
~-· p 

• 

Peaaant parade, fn svpport of the Zatld reform which gives the fruit of the la.nd to tho,e who work it, that 
adds to the natiOtWl wealth the yield of land once 1'nwed! 

ASSISTANCE TO INVESTORS 
INFOP in lta program of aid to private lnltlatlve, ls for modernization or existing production. The address is 

supportlng a program of assistance to Investors, Guatemalan INFOP, Guatemala City, Guatemala. 
and foreign. It will furnlah prospective investors with ID• Information in thls bulleUn Is not copyright and may 
formation and assistance for new Industries, agriculture, or be used freely with acknowledgement of the source. 

If you wish to receive this bulletin, please send your name and address to P. O. Box 107, Guatemala 
City, Guatemala, or to Embassy of Guatemala: 1614 18th Street N. W., Washington, D. C. - Guatemalan 
Consulate: 408 So. Spring St. Los Angeles 18, California. - Guatemalan Consulate: SO Rockefeller Plaza, 
Suite 1480, New York 20~ New York. - Guatemalan Consulate: S01-S02 Pan American Building, P.O. Box 
1286 ~w Qrleans 1.0, Lou.ii;iiana. - Guatemalao Goru!u late: 416 Market Street, San Francisco 5, California. 

'• ' 
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Construction Program to End Monopoly Stranglehold 
IDGHWAY TO ATLANTIC VlTAL 

THE IMPORTANCE of Guatemala's highway to the 
Atlantic, now under construction, Is out of proportion to lu 
length, lust short of 200 irule, 

Repi,rtfitg «>eo~~ on Msrd, 1, ~ !»res. Jacobo 
Arbenz brought up the Importance of highways In his 
prorram for ~mlc development baled Oh the a~rarian 
ftform. 

He stated thell, " ... tM prfncipel meus of trahsporta­
ttcn, over whldt we shJp the mlajor· volume of our national 
pl'()duct destined fbr export and o~r which we Import flle 
greatest part of the foreign merchandise which we consume, 
la tnnldy monopolized; beaaUN then, niata OD4'an an. 
tlquated railroad, with high nte., leadlnc to the AtlanUc." 

Pres. Arbenz referred to the International Railways of 
Central America CIRCA.) The United Fruit Co. controls 
direcU>' or •~etil)I a lG'ga Pflfl of mcA'• "•res as well 
as the or11y th1ree sc!aports of Cuafemala. Most of the 
exports and Imports of the country are carried in United 
Fruit Co. ships. loaded or unloaded at its dodt'.s, and frelg~t­
ed to and from the capital area over the 197 mile rail line 
or IRCA. 

FIRST PRIORITY 

"'111E FIRST PROJECT~ be put In motion ls the Yitai 
hlchway to the Atlantle, which w10 allow us our ownroute 
of communlcatiOb with the principal port of the countey: 
which wttr NdUce tht drain on foreign exchange; whk:h 
will open, especially In the eut of the Republic, ,reat pos­
i.ibllilies to; ext&DSive qric4Uprai areu; and which can 
lq~•Ji the q<>Jtol. ~vuw.,co~lde,r'ftbl,y 11s a ~to( a geQer,al 
reduction in transportallon ~ of capital and comumers' 
eoods which we br,i,n~ !rorn P~r ~untrle,·• .A.rbetia said 
In th"t COJll:JUSlopalmessa11:e. 

The prefldent'a appraiaaJ ff the vital unport&JICe of 
the Atlantic highway is born out by the fact that ~relsht 
rates for merchandise from Puerto Barrios to the capital 
t'ity are actually higher than ocean freight rates from 
Europe or the United States ti/ Puerto Barrios. 

The International Bank for Reconstruction and Oevel­
-op~nt reported lh 195i: 

"Average ftt'lght rates per ton.mile on the lltCA &l"e 
quo1'ed at Q. o.msfor local trelgttt and from Q. 0.046 to 
Q. 0.050 for all freight handled. Although direct comparllOnS 
are seldom valid in matters of this kind, Inspection shows 

that these average ratei exceed thOle. of many other 
countrles. rr la qutte possible ttiat ~ are hleher than 
they shOuld tie." 

Among bUic cautes for the high frelgKt rates, ttit bank 
au~ points ~ the lack or competlffim ln freleht move­
ment, and the lack bf any g'OWmrnent controi over ritts. 
Contracts betw~~ !RCA and t'oN'tl~t dliicredlted ~lctltonhlJ)s 
pel"n\tt no gdvernment regljlaticm bt tfie nllroad's rite 
structure. 

Conc~vij,, the bank recommende<d a 1)l1Ve4 heavy l!Uty 
highway betw'ef'tl Guatemala eity an4 Puerto Barrlos at an 
e5t1mated coat of Q. 17.000,000, (qUetzal •t par With the 
dollar) as a practical means of tf'ltfng high rail rates 
•gaimt tnick borne transport ra.te competition u well u 
offering an 11lternate freleht route to supplement the rall. 
road overtaxed with the growing volume of freight. 

By the end of 1951, Q. 3.300,000 In orders for heavy 
highway machinery had been placed. The army wu enlisted 
into the work of building the highway u a patrlotlc COD· 

trtbutlon to a vital national need. Long before machinery 
arrived from the United States, work on cuttlna and rrad· 
IDCwu under way. 

When completed. nearly 200 miles or first dua highway 
will connect the capital ar-.a with the Atlantic cout. and 
feeder roads wm open the market to new acrieUlturaJ 
acmes. 
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NATIONAL lllGHWAY NETWORK 

BUT THE ATLANTIC ROUTE, despite its Importance, 
ls but one part of a planned modern road system. As shown 
on the map, up-to-date highways with their feedl!r linr.c: 
will link centers of production with centers of consumption 
and export. 

Today ~e nation has only 223miles of asphalt road­
ways. Mountainous terrain and costly imported materials 
and machinery make for expensive and slow construction. 
But it is Interesting to note that of the present 223 paved 
miles, only twenty.four miles were built under the fourteen 
year dictatorship that preceded the democratic revolution 
of 1944. The balance must be credited to the progressive 
pelicies of the two democratic administrations. 

Commenting on the accelerated road construction under 
his administration and that of his predecessor, Pres. Arbenz 
said, ''.Nevertheless,. this, is not sufficient. Tq a<;hieve our 
objective, we need to build and place in service nearly 200 
miles of asphalt highway per year." 

The goal is 750 miles in four years. That wilj complete 
the basic road suystem ,nown on the map. In addition to 
the road to the Atlantic (No. 1 on tile map,) 145 miles will 
be finished on the highway along the Pacific coast (No. 2,) 
74 miles from Quezaltenango to t~ l;'ort of Champerico on 
the Pacific (No. 3) 240 miles on the road from Huehuetc­
nango to Poptun in Peten (No. 4,) and 245 mil~s on two 
unfinished sections of the Roosevelt (Pan-American) high. 
way (No. 5,) plus four feeder roads. Numbers above are 
map reterence numbers, not highway numbers. 

Curren1 efforts indicate that the goal will be reached. 

Mi1t.0r Keilhauer, G·uatemalan representative of the Morrlsott­
Knudsen company spots the location of the new Port o/ 
Santo Tomas on map in office of Col. Carloa Aldana Seu,,. 
doval, Minister of Communications and Public Works, le~. 
Work on the portJ expected to ease handling of exports and 

imports. starts next month. 

A New Atlantic Port 
MONOPOLY SEAPORT countrol will be broken by 

government construction of port facilities at Puerto Santo 

Tomas, near Puerto Barrios. The new Atlantic highway 
will connect the new port to the country's markets. 

Contracts for its construction have been let to the 
Morrison-Knudsen Co. of Central America, a United States 
construction firm. The agreement, with penalties for non­
completion within two years, is for Q. 4.800,000. The work 
i.ncludes dredging, dock and warehouse construction, electric 
and telephone Installations, water supply, drainage system, 
and the preliminary construction of the new city that will 
grow on the Atlantic ~te. The work will start in August. 

With the new port completed and operating, delays in 
.,hipping which now result from the inadequate facilities 
of the United Fruit Co. at Puerto Barrios will be overcome. 
In .addition, the elem~ of cQMpetjtion that h~ been 
lacking in the operation of the foreign dominated hamors 
will have a good effect. The new port and the new highway 
will correct many of the evils that grow from large 
monopolies in small countries. 

Farm Bank Law Passed 
Legislatipn authorizing the Banco Nacional Agnirio, the 

National Farm Bank discussed in previous issues of this 
bulletin, was passed unanimously in a session of congress 
held July 7. The specific function of the bank is to facilitate 
-credits to small farmers thus rounding out the agrarian 
reform. 

Initial capital furnished by the state will be Q. 5.520.000. 
A governing board will be appointed this month 

Serves Member Banks 
An important function of the Bank of Guatemala in 

its role as the central banking institution is the adoption 
of a monetary and credit policy which is in accordance with 
national interest and brings about a distribution of credit 
adequately serving all legitimate business needs. 

Whenever general economic conditions have justified 
~uch policy, the Bank of Guatemala, through liberal 
advances and rediscounts, has made available funds needed 
by member banks so they in turn could give credits that 
would increase production .or otherwise benefit the country's 
economy. 

Since its foundation, the Bank of Guatemala has thus 
exercised the 'regulatory functions provided for in its charter 
primarily through its credit policy toward the member 
banks. Advances granted to these banks by the central 
bank have risen during the last six years from Q. 4.897,500 
in 1947 to Q. 15.610,800 in 1952, a percentage increase of 
31%. 

The financial aid given to the member banks in the 
form of central bank advances or rediscounts has been one 
of the determining factors in bringing about the credit 
expansion of recent years. This expansion is shown by the 
increase in bank loans which during the last year have 
risen Q. 5.270,900, from Q. 24.017,400 in 1951 to Q. 29.288,300 
i,n 1952. • 
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The map of Guatemala, shown above, indicates the principal highways as they will appear when the four year 

construction program is completed. No map, unless it be a combined reliet and weather map, can give an idea of the 
topographical and climatic conditions with which Guatemalan highway engineers must cope. Road building is tortuously 
slow and costly through the volcano studded moutain range that parallels the Pacific coast. In the coastal lowlanw; the 
six month rainy season slows construction and makes main tainance of finished sections very expensive. But the need 
for better communications if many lsQlated productive areas are to be integrated into the national economy Is so urgent 

that the completion of the unfinished portions ranks first In the program for public works of the present administration. 



1'1" little town of Sat1 Pedro Yepocapa wa. the ICetae of 
tl&e dia~tiotl of aome twel~ lno,dred acre, affected bt1 
the Agran'itt& Law to latldlea, peaaatt,. Cattle atld 1)01'ltTJI 
were alao #iW?t to tho,e who l#ill work the formerl11 
utlCUltivated lafld, Shown it1 the photo ia Ma;or Al/OMO 
Martinez (it1 white allirt), ltead Cf the Natioftal Agrarjan 
Department, ic4o deliwired the latld in the t1ame of the 
goverttmetlt. 

Municipal Finances in 1952 
A stuc!y of the mUblcipat finances ls partlcularJY 

interesting since it pe~ts one to .ee the origin and delt1Da­
tlon of the flnaneial re90urces of the local governments 
and the positions which these corporate bOdiei occupy 
within the local as well as the national economy. 

In Guatemala there are 322 municipal corporations 
whoae administrative structure, functions and operations 
are independent of the central government. As a whole tht? 
municipal finances showed a high degree of stability durlng 
the year 1952. The revenues of the municipalities reachell 
Q. 5.862,ln> and the expenditures were Q. 5.898.800, leaving 
a deficit of Q.36,000, which, comparatively speaking, i-e­

presents only 0.61 % of the total expenditures durln11: the 
year. 

For purposes of analysis, the municipal revenue ha11 
been classified into three categotwles: a) Head taxes and 
other peMJOnal fees; b) Revenues from CQmtnerclal enter­
prises owned by the municipalities; c) Indirect taxes. or 
the three, the Indirect taxes are the major source· or 
revenue. They account Cor approximately 67.9% of fhc 
total collected b.l:'.the municipalities. 

The expenditu1·es have been classified into four groupa1: 
a) ~aymcpts to individuals; b) Im,>estments; o) Paycnet1bt 
of debt; d) Current expenses o~ their cpg;tmercial en,tcr~r).s~~-

A Peasant-Speaks 
In Esculntla recently, one third of a farm of qver 

10,000 acres wu found affected by the aerarlan reform and 
some 3,500 acres were divided amon1 the peasanta. At the 
ceremony of the partition of the land, Jose Reyes Ro4rl. 
cuez, president of the local agrarian committee spoke, 

''I have li~ and worked for twenty•three years on 
thls farm. My father also worked here and here many of 
my family have been burled. During the lut twenty-thn!e 
years, we have suffered greatly, living ln misery. 

"No ~rnment ever took note of us until the gov.,-n­
ment o( Arevalo gave us the Labor Code. 

•-,he owner of the land has treated us badly. There 
~ been three mus dlamlssals of us workers. For two 
)!ears we have not had work. They told us It was for 
nuona of economic necessity that we were fired, but! later 
tlley replaced us with other workers. I 

"In reality they threw us out beq.uae of our struale 
for a chance to live. During all of the years of our suffer~. 
I have never shed a tear. Jkit now the government lites 
us land, and I feel so glad that I can cry and feel no shajie. 

"At first many of us did not believe that we were 1olng 
to be gt,,en la.Ddand even now it la l\ard to believe. )Sut 
now we are joyf~ to see the ~y in which land is being 
given to all, because we are all workers. 

"Now we see that our friend, Pm. Jacobo Arbet\Z, 
is a true brothe11 to us; we see that we must be ready to 
<!efend the revolution and Jacobo Arbenz, all Of us! 

''We have pat other governntents in power; but we were 
forgotten afterwards ... " 

The property turned over to the peasantc was kne>wn 
as "Los Cerritos." 150 families which had been jobless for 
1 two year periOd as a result of a mui lay.Oft were given 
the uncultivated 3500 acres of the farm. Thus the land Ir. 
now la use and the people now !lave 9.-ork. 

PUBLIC EDUCATION 
The budget for Public Education for the current flsc:&l 

year ls Q. 10.600,315.68. Thia ls a greater sum than that 
allocated to any other ministry or deparlmfflt of the federal 
government including the budget of the military arm. It 
stands as eloquent testimony to the relative Importance of 
education In the program for th~ continued de'veiopment 
of GuJtemala, 

, I I 
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Electric Power Shortage a National Problem 
A walkout of power company employes on July 16 left 

Guatemala City and eight nearby towns without electricity. 
Nine and a half hours after the strike started, the govern­
ment Intervened in the public interest. An executive order 
placed a government representative, Alfonso Bauer Paiz, in 
temporary charge of the company without prejudice to the 
company or striking workers. Government management 
will continue only until the wage Issue Is settled. 

Inconvenience suffered by the public during the brief 
power stoppage caused attention to be focussed once again 
on the electric. power problem. 

SERVICE INADEQUATE, RATES HIGH 

The company, EmpretKJ, Ellctrica de Guatemala, operates 
five small hydroelectric plants and one steam powered plant. 
The total capacity of the plants, all located near the capital, 
is only 17,210 kilowatts: Another hydro plant of 3,000 
kilowatts is under C1>nstruct1on. 

When the new powerhouse Is complt'ted, the capital 
city an~ surrounding area will continue to suffer a chronic 
power shortage. With le$$ than 60 watts per capita 
available in the area served, even modest domestic use or 
electricity will remain limited. Today only a few families 
which have previously been assigned "quotas" may use 
electricity for cooking. 

Overloads on generators, some of which have served 
over forty years at full capacity, cause wide voltage a.nd 
frequency variations. At times fiuorescent lamps will not 
light; motors will not start; radios function poorly. 

Rates are high. Thousands of domestic users pay an 
average of 7.5 cents per kilowatt hour. The average in­
dustrial rate is 5.3 cel\~, altJtough the four largi: industrial 
users pay only 1.5 cents. 

SAFETY IGNORED 

Public safety Is Pndanger<'d by C'Xisting electric lnstal­
ations. Although there is no national C'lectric code, one 
or thc contracts under which the company was granted 
its fifty year franchise requires that it observe the National 
Electric Code of the U. S. A. This contract provision Is 
violatcd In transmission lines, distribution lines. and privatp 
wir:ng Installed under company supervision, according to a 
study made last year by a congressional committee invest!• 
gatir._g the rranner in which the company had evaded 
contractual obll~ahons. 

It has been charged that failure of the company to 

expand its service to meet demand, bad service, and safety 
code infractions have not been due to tack of revenue. 

OPERATION PROFITABLE 

Originally founded by a German citizen in 1894, the 
power company was expropriated as enemy alien property 
during World War I. Shortly thereafter it became a unit 
in the international power trust, Electric Bond and Share 
Co. 

Since then, financial manipulations masked by holdin~ 
companies, reorganizations, and name changes have beer. 
highly profitable to investors. 

Thus, 'although able to pay seven and eight per cent 
dividends on preferred stock, and never less than five per 
cent on common stock; able to pay interest charges and 
amortization on bonds representing allegedly fictitious 
debts; the company finds itself in the unhappy situation of 
be'i.ng unable to e>cpand its services. properly maintain iu 
equipment, or pay its workers an adequate wage, 

NEW APPROACH NEEDED 

It Is felt that with the more progressive modem business 
outlook, where service to the consumer as well as profit 
to the investor Is held important, there is a field for private 
operation on terms mor( favorable to the national intNeSt 
than tho~e of the present contract. 
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Although many steel posts and towers are used to 
support trammiBBion and distribution lines, wide use ia maae 
of wooden posts. A survey by a congressional i"vestigati,ng 
committee showed that 60% of the wood posts in use were 
in such bad condition as to constitute an inmediate danger. 
Untreated posts installed many years ago are so rotted below 
ground that they topple if brushed by a cat· or tmc10. 
Danger to passersby results, as well as constatit service 
interruptions. 

Recently such a pole carrying high voltage fell over 

In the past, the need for power has been principally 
for domestic use. The primitive nature of agrlcultt1re and 
under developed industry has not demanded full use of the 
.natural potential. 

In the country as a whole, the total installed generating 
tapacity is estimated at 40,000 kilowatts, including private 
and public installations. 

The 1951 report of the International Bank for Re, 
construction and Development, noting that hydroelectric 
power is increasingly important for economic development, 
recommended the establishment of a National Power Autho­
rity to plan and supervise an integrated program ot 
construction and operation of publicly owned facilities. 

The report advised additional private power production. 
"Under present circumstances in Guatemala, there seems 
to be a field for both public and private ownership in 
electric power development," the report stated. 

while a lineman was at work on it resulting in serious in­
J"Uries to the worker. 

Shown·above on the left, a close-up of a woo~ p<:Jle 
with the visible rot typical of many such p08ts. On the 
right iB seen a pole which violates code prOtJisfons governing 
411acing of comwctor lines. 

The U.S. electric code which the company contracted 
to follow speci/1es methods of treating wooden posts and 
intalling wooden and steel p08ts, methods which h<W6 beei. 
widely ignored by the company. 

"The Mission believes that, In cases where electric power 
has long been produced and where there are records of 
sales growth and unfulfilled demand for service, as in the 
case of the Empresa Eltictrica de Guatemala, private capital 
can be induced to invest with reasonable assurance of 
return." 

GOVEJt:-!MENT TAKES STEPS 

To meet immediate need, the government has moved 
further into the field of public power. 

In his March 1 message to congress, Pres. J acobO 
Arbenz stated that preliminary planning of a 30,000 kilowatt 
hydroelectric plant at Jurun on the Michatoya River had 
been completed. 

Actual construction is now under way. CompletiOJ1 
of this federally owned plant will take four years. The 



cost is estimated at Q. 5.500,000. (Quetzal at par with the 
dollar.) It will be financed by part of a Q. 20 million 
dollar treasury bond issue for public works. 

Engineers will use Lake Amatitlan as a dry season 
regulator of the water supply that will be conducted to 
the turbines through a mountain tunnel. 

When the project hi completed, Guatemala wi11 have 
built in four years a powerhouse with a third more capacity 
than the private monopoly has built since its inception. 
Competition by the government plant is expected to result 
in lower rates, better service, and more rapid expansion 
ey the private company. 

Book Fair in September 
An eight day Book Fair wi)) be held in Guatemala 

City beginning September 12. The purpose is to stimulate' 
interest and appreciation of the works of leading writers, 
Guatemalan and foreign. 

With the support of local writers, artists, educators, 
and cultural institutions, a comprehensive program of 
cultural activities is to be offered during the Book Fair. 
Raffles and auctions of autographed books have been ar­
ranged. Book stores have agreed on special discounts for 
the book buying public. Publishers and book dealers, of 
course, are cooperating fully. 

Main center of the book festival is to be the Exhibit 
Room of the centrally located National Palace, Guatemala's 
principal federal building. There books from many countries 
will go on display. A special section will be devoted to 
Guatemalan authors. 

A series of lectures Is planned. Subjects include the 
hisiory of printing, the cultural outlook in Guatemala, 

• distinctive costumes of Guatemala, and Guatemalan music. 
Of particular interest to music lovers is a concert by the 

:National Symphonic Orchestra, twelve chamber music re: 
citals, five concerts by vocal soloists, and six concerts of 
popular music. Readings of poetry, much loved tn Guate­
mala, are to be given. 

Several theater groups will participate ln dramatic pre_ 
aentations. Theatrical readings of the type recently 
popularized in the United !.,tates will be offered. The Gua­
temalan ballet group will perform. 

Public attention wlll be d.irected to books by daily tours 
of mobile libraries into urban nei~hborhoods. 

For children, puppet shows and marionette displays 
have been arranged. A display will be made, of children's 
books in the palace exhibit. A chlldren's orchestra will 
present selections. 

September 15, Guatemala's Independence Day, falls on 
the fourth day of the fair. The Book Fair is sponsoring 
a contest for local artists t.o mark the day on which Gua­
temala won its independence from Spain. The paintings 
will be hung in the Exhibit Room at the palace. 

Representative of indigenous art will be an exhibit of 
the colorful masks made and used by the Indians in their 
ceremonial dances. The Archeological Museum has arran­
ged the display of masks. 

Special bulletins, radio, movies, posters and the press 
are being used to publicize the Book Fair which has sig­
nificance for Guatemalans as a merited recognition of their 
contemporary artists. 

U. S. Editor Visits Country 
Gordon Pates, Sunday editor of the San Francisco 

Chronicle, flew back to San Francisco July 23 after a fifteen 
day tour of Guatemala as a guest of Guillermo Palmieri, 
director of the Tourist Bureau. 

In an interview with Guatemalan newsmen before his 
departure, he expressed himself as charmed with the natural 
beauty of the country. He refrained from comment on the 
progress of the agrarian reform other than to say that he 
had heard both favorable and unfavorable comment within 
the country. 

"I do consider the highway improvement program or 
the Guatemalan government as of great importance, as 
much for industrial development as for tourist convenience," 
'he said. Future industrial development has great pos­
sibilities, according to Pates. There is need for an in­
dustrial bank that will give financial assistance to local 
manufacturers. 

He smilingly denied that he had been bothered by local 
communists as had been reported in the local press, but 
stated that as far as he had been able to observe there was 
complete liberty of the press which newspapers of differing 
political tendencies knew quite well how to exploit. 

He found no evidence of an anti-U. S. campaign in the 
country. To the contrary, "None of the American tour­
ists with whom I have spoken have mentioned any anti­
U. S. feeling in Guatemala. All speak well of this country." 

More on Santo Tomas Port 
The state bank, the Banco de Guatemala, has an­

nounced the terms of payment to the Morrison Knudsen 
Co. of Central America, a subsidiary of Morrison Knudaen 
Co. of Boise, Idaho. for the co..,struction of port facilities at 
Santo Tomas. 

Work is to be completed in 24 months. Total coat 
will be Q. 4.800,000.00 The government will pay Q.450,000 
monthly for the first six months, Q. 116,666.00 monthly for 
the next 17 months and a final payment of Q. 116,678.00. 

The government has guaranteed its compliance with the 
contract clauses by immediately placing the sum of 
Q. 4.800,000.00 in a special account with the Banco de Gua­
temala. In accordance with the government's instructions, 
the bank has placed the total amount in an escrow deposit 
with one of its main correspondent banks in the United 
States to ensure regular payments to the company. 

According to the bank, this contract initiates a new 
era in the relations of foreign companies with the gov­
ernment. Its clauses are equitable, in accordance with 
Guatemalan laws, and provide safeguards for the country's 
economic security. The port installation will mean a con­
siderable addition to existing facilities for handling imports 
and exports fulfilling the desire of the government to 
facilitate international trade. 

https://4.800,000.00
https://116,678.00
https://116,666.00
https://4.800,000.00
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Capital City Public Works 
Guatemala City has just completed the construction of 

a new pipe line which will add considerably to its water 
supply. The project was made poss:ble by the Banco de 
Guatemala which helped in placing a Q. 1.000,000.00 bon<l 
issue. 

Other municipal projects benefiting the community are 
under ~vay. They are: 

al construction of three markets in populous suburt>s 
to decentralize business activity and alleviate traffic con­
gestion; 
' • b) construction of a modern slaughterhouse for 'logs 
and sheep in the outsk·rts of the city to replace an existing 
slaughterhouse which is obsolete and located in the heart 
of the city; 

cl construction of an adequate drainage system ana 
additional ci~y paving; and 

d) modernization of street cleaning equipment. 

The Monetary Board has authorized the Municipality 
to issue bonds up to the amount of Q. 1.500,000 to be used 
in the undertaking of this important public works program. 
The bonds wilJ be known as "Bonos de Obras Publicas de 
la Municipalidad de Guatemala," 5%, Series ''E", at fifteen 
years maturity. Each year one fifteenth of the issue will 
be called. The issue will be financed .with new revenue 
from the increase in the liquor tax. The Banco de Gua­
temala will act as Agent. 

Small Farm Methods Taught 
Shprt ~ourses in modeJ'n {arming are bcing ,brought to 

the peasants of Chimaltenango by the Department of Agri­
culture. The United States Embassy is cooperatJpg by 
turnlsh_lng rriobile movie equipment to assist in the program. 

In Cuila.pa another federation type 11choul, formally 
opened July 18, is named in honor <>Ithe Argentine writer 
Domingo Faustino Sarmiento. At ceremonies inaugurating 
the school Belisario Arevalo, representing the Argentine 
Embassy, thanked Guatemala /qr so honoring Argentine's 
famous r.ultural leader. 

If you wish to receive this bulletin, please send 
City, Guatemala, or to Embassy of Guatemala: 1614 

Subjects offered include s0:1 conservation, sou bet­
terment through leguminous crops, fertilizer methods, crop 
rotation, erosion control, scientific poultry and hog rais. 
ing, seed selection, farm home arrangement, and the use 
of farm machinery. 

Guatemalan News on the Air 
«The Voice of Guatemala>, a national radio broadcast 

service, transmits uninterrupted programs every day from 
6:SO AM until midnight. The programs may be mceh-P.d as 
follows: 

Broadcast band: Station TGW on 640 kllooycles, 

Sta,tlon TGWC on 1520 ldlooycles. 

Short wave: Sta.tlon TGWA on 9'760 kc. 81 meter ba.aul, 
or 151'70 kc, 19 meter band. 

Station TGWB 6180 kc. 49 me.ter band. 
Best for reception out.aide the coun-try, aDd particularly 

for the United States, In the short wave broadcaat from 
TGWA from 6:SO AM until 5 PM on the 19 meter band 
(151'70 kc.). After 5 PM this station operates on lta other 
frequency, the SI meter band ( 9'760 kc.). 

TOW transmits news pr<>crama dally In Spanlah at '7 
AM, 12 :SO PM, '7 PMi, and 10:15 PM. The program cGuate• 
mala and the World>, of commentary related to forelrn 
countries and the national life In It• different upecb1, 
Is broadcast Mondays, Wednesday•, and Frlda~s at 9:15 PM. 
On the same day• at 8:SO PM, cPrees Cllpplnp• ls beard, a 
program of news Items In dramatic form. F&r the benefit 
of Guatemalans living ~t..lde the country and for all friend~ 
of the country, a musical provam cChaplnlandla» may b.e 
hf'1ud everyday at 9:SO PM and 10:15 PM. 

Pres. Jacobo Arbenz is shown as he was leavi,ng th,e 
dedication ceremonies of the new school. Accompanied by 
the first lady, dona Maria Vilanova de Arbem, the president 
made a thorough inspectwn of the building. In the dedtea­
tion ceremonies he congratulated those in charge of the 
construction of this school, th,e 1n08t complete and modern 
bttilt thus far in the school building program. 

your name and address to P. 0. Box: 107, G~temala 
18:h Street N.W., Washington, D. C. 
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New Program Protects Mother and Child 
. In a pleaSc!-ntresidential area on a main thoroughfare 
m G~atei:nata City, the first modernly appointed maternity 
hospital 10 the country was formally opened on May 1. 

The caref~lly planned 200 bed hospital, El Centro Mater-
1;0-lnfa,ui/, offers working motht"rs and the wives of work­
mg men a model center where the best available medical 
techniques can be applied to child birth and advanced meth­
ods in pediatrics can be used for child welf art:. 

SOCIAL SECURITY IN GUATEMALA 

A project of the ln.stituto Guatemalteco de Segtiridad 
Social, IGSS, the center is an additional service· of that 
Guatemalan organization for social security. 

IGSS was established as an autonomous agency by an 
act of Congress of October 30, 1946. Supported by ob­
ligatory contributions from the worker, employer, and 
federal government, IGSS started operations January 2 
1948,offering limited benefits to 70,000 workers. ' 

Today it functic:ns in ten departamcntos, or states, of 
the republic. Today it provides a first aid ambulance 
seryice, medical. and hospital care for accident cases. an 
accident preventton program, and cash payments for time 
lost because of accidental iniuries to 235,000 covered 
workers. 

The cash payments systan offers a consickr.<1.IJlc 
meAsure of protection to the worker and his family bc<:ausc 
it covers accidents both on and off the job. 

Immediate payment of funeral expenses is made if 
death results from an accident. In addition, death benefits 
are paid to specified dependent relatives. Dependent minor 
children receive regular monthly pensions until their ma­
jority. A pension claim may be established by a wife, com­
mon-law-wife, divorced, or separated wife in the priority 
named if dependent. A dependent mother of the deceased 
worker is entitled to a pension. A father or grandparents 
over 00 years of age may be entitled to payments. 

In all cases, pensions are based on cost of minimum 
standards of living, not on wages earned by the deceased. 

The goal of IGSS, stated in its charter, is to extend 
its services to the entire country and broaden them to 
include, not only accident coverage, but also the hazards 
of maternity, occupational diseases, common sicknesses, 
invalidism, widowhood and orphanhood, old age, death, and 
any other risks that may be determined to be of a social 
character. 

Launched during the term of Pres. Arevalo, who 
headed the first democratic administration following the 
1944 revolution, it has continued and expanded its operat­
ions under ·Pres. Jacobo Arbenz as a part of his admin• 
isttative program to foster the general welfare. 

Throughout the countryside, IGSS maintains medical 
services in four private hospitals and twenty~two national 
hospitals, has medical dispensaries in eight villages, man­
ages eleven clinics, thirteen first aid stations, and twelve 
hospital centers. In the capital city there are one principal 
hospital, a central clinic, a rehabilitation center, and a lodg­
ing house for those cases requiring special attention which 
are referred from rural areas. A large warehouse, garage, 
and central administrative office building are located in 
the capital. To these installations has.been added the new 
maternity center. 
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PRELIMINARY PLANNING 

First steps toward the maternity program were tal.en 
in S,epiem)>cr 1950 when the social :;c;curit)· tax for work­
ers and employ_ers was increased by one half cent on l'ach 
quetzal ( quetzal at par with the dollar) of salary paid. 
The increase was planned to cover extension of the at."Cldent 
servke into new areas, for unprovement of hospital 
installations, to make studies for a~ditional services, and to 
prepare a program for maternity and child welfare. 

Frdm this additional tax the maternity and child 
welfare account had accumulate1l Q.;55.283.3i by the end 
of June 1952. 

Early in 1952 a committf"e was appointed Ly the 
executive board of IGSS to make connete plani. for the 
first maternity hospital and child welftire center. The 
committee consisted of three medical doctors, Salvador 
Pitdrasanta, Aquilez Jimenez Pinto .. Ricardo Castaneda, 
and a layman, Ernesto Mencos. who had studied hospital 
administration in the United States on n Kellog Found:1-
tion scrolarship. Later a construction engineer, Oscar 
Muratori, was added to thf' committee :.nd n'mained to 
direct the construction required. 

HOTEL BOUGHT AND REMODELED 

It had been decided to purchase and remodel a modern 
hotel consisting of a three story main building and a four 
story annex. well situated and of .-nple size. 

Extensive remodeling and reconstruction work on the 
hotel, purchased by IGSS for ~ 380,000, commenct'ct 
June 24, 1952. 

The adaptation included provision for two additional 
elevators of hospital design, and conversion of hotel rooms 
aad suites into wards, cradle rooms, floor kitchens, 
laboratories, operating rooms, pharmacy, offices, and other 
hospital facilities. Some additional new construction was 
also requirnl. The !;team plant was enlarged and a new 
hospital laundry and central kitcht>n were installed, using 
where possible exi!lting hotd equipment and installations. 
New interior teJephone equipment was put in, and a nurses' 
and doctors' call systt>m made r~ady for service. 

Con\'ersion construction cost was Q. 18o,ooo. 

Mor•: than Q.100,000 additional was spent on special 
equipment. Operating room and surgical equipment, 
sterilizers, a complt>te dental unit, X-ray equipment, lab­
oratory necessities, nt>w steam kettles, range and dishwash-

.4 cradle room. The rocn year roun.d le1nperat ure of Guo t.'111ala makes heating and cooling apparatus u1111.ecessarv. 
J,, another area i11rnbators arc used fqr premature infants. fo the i11rnbators tcmperatu•re, humidity, a,id oxygc-,i 
s11pply arc caref 111/yregulated. 

https://Q.;55.283.3i
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Mothers-to-be await registratio11. Medical e.raminaliotu 
and· treatment, if req·uired, will follow. The number of 
applica11ts for service increases mouthly. 

mg machinery for the kitchen, ~iet and floo_r kitchen 
equipment, hospital plmub!ng fixtures, hospital beds, 
incubators for premature mfants, - these and many 
other items were purchased. 

Most of the equipment was purchased in the United 
States. A few items were imported from Mexico, Ger­
many, and Sweden. Local purchases were limited to 
wooden furniture and linens except, of course, for locally 
produced construction materials. 

TRAINING PROGRAM 

fo addition to construction woe~, it was necessary 
to pre~re J>i!C~~naeltP, service the new proira~1. . 

~~~i~I trni~ipg w~s gwen for o~e year m Mcx~co 
to ten llhysici*ns wlio now serve as res1den~ doctor_s. fif­
teen nufses an~ midw\ye~ ~!~o spe~t a y~r m Me,s:1co for 
s~ial instruction. . Thirty_-ei~ht pract!cal nurses w~r<> 
scbopled in obstetncs, ped,atncs, nursing, and hospital 
routine in an intensive course conducted locally by IGSS. 

Ten third ye.ar midwife students now serve as nurses' 
aids. Classes for the social worker staff were conducted 
by a technical adviser who has a background of social work 
in South America. 

In addition to the doctors trained in Mexico, the 
medical staff consists of a director, four heads and four 
assistant chiefs of the departments of obstetrics, pediatrics, 
the labor and delivery suite, and the out patient division. 
These physicians, as well as a specialist in internal meui­
cine. arc all full time salaried hospital doctors. 

The 11(,n-mcdical staff is h;m<lled by an administrative 
director who is charged with responsibility for accounting, 
maintenance of equipment, food and linen, and general 
supervision of non-medic~! employee~. A h_ouse~eeper 
sees to the smooth functiomng of the kitchen, diet kitchen, 
floor kitchens, and general sanitation. 

Adequately trained employees handle the laundry; 
the boiler room which furnishes steam for the laundry, 
kitchen. central sterilization room, and milk sterilization 
room; local transportation; the information and telephone 
service ; elevators and med~~11ic!JIequipni.ent genjlf~lly. 

General ptn~h;i.sing and personnel work are handled 
in the cent.rat office of IGSS. 

PRESENT SERVICE AREA LIMITED 

The new maternity program covers only those workers 
who live in the department of Guatemala. Here e~pericnce 
will be acquirl'd to carry the services into other ar~as. 

In addition to the Guatemala City hospital there are 
extension services in the towns of Amatitlan and San Juan 
Sacatcpequez, both in the department of Guatemala. In 
these cities, IGSS contracts hospital facilities as needed 
from the national hospitals operated by the ministry of 
public health. 

6o,ooo workers are covered by social security in the 
departmmt of Guatemala. Of these,- 18% are employed 
women and thus entitled to maternity benefits through 
their own emp!Qyment. Of the male workers, 38,000 are 
married and their wives are entitled to benefits through 
'their husbands' employment. Bachelors pay the same 
extra tax on wages without directly benefiting. 

Prior to the inauguration of the maternity service, 
social security was financed by a tax based on payroJls 
of 1% by the worker, 2 141% by the eniploycr, and t½i<fp 
by the federal government. Because social security covers 
the hazards of on the job accidents, the emplo}lers' con­
tribution may be regarded as a form of employers' liability 
insurance. 

In the department of Guatemala, to cover the ad­
ditional expense of the maternity service, the contributions 
have been increased to 2% for the employee, 4 ½ % for 
the employer, and 2½% for the government. lpcome 
from this additional ta:)$: has exceeded operating expenses 
of the program during the first three months of o~ration; 

COMPLETE BENEFITS AVAILABLE 

!he. P,f9l?~ft_ive ll'ICl~he.r is e?titled to monthly medic-,.! 
exam1~~hons qi,mng the first six J!l~pths of pre~nans._y. 
Fortnightly examinations are made durm~ the seventh and 
eighth months. 

Sickness or disease which might menace the life of 
mother pc child is given medical treatment ~09 hos~it~I-

Workers in milk preparation room ful nursing. bottles for 
st,erili:::atio11. Ne;;..v mothers are instructed in mo4er.n baby 
feeding techniques. 
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izaHoii if required. _Sickness arising from l?re~~ancy _or 
any sickness that men.ts treatment from a soc1al v1ewpomt 
is treated. Dental attention is giv1,n in cases where its 
lack threatens the health of the prospective mother. 

Abortions and any complications arising trom them 
an: treat~d. Cash benefits are paid for time off the job 
required for treatment of spontaneous abortions. An 
abortion provoked by the. patient' f!; treated, but cash 
benefits are forfeited. An abortion ordered, by staff 
physicians when good medical praotice requires it is treated 
as a spontaneous abortion in r~spect to any cash benefits 
ti) which the patient might be entitled. 

The father is given a medical examination to deter~ 
mine the state of his health in r~ation to that of the 
prospective mother and child. 

During thirty days pr('ceding dcliNcry, the mother­
to~be receives •weekly examinations under ordinary cir­
cumstances. , 

Additional examinations and treatment if required are 
given if any illness or complication warrant them. 

Delivery normally takes place in the hospital. Both 
mother and child remain under medical supervision for 
forty-five days after child birth. If necessary, the new 
born infant receives a layette. If the new mother is unable 
to nurse her child, the necessary milk and other items of 
diet are furnished by the maternity center. 

CASH DISAB/L.ITY PAYMENTS 

If the prospeotive mother is c-0vered by social security 
through her own employment and suffors any disabling 
sickness or complication from pregnancy· ·or child birth, 
she receives full pay for tirrte off • ,the job for the first 
thrr<' month period of disability and two-thirds pay for 
any longer perioo. • 

WorkinK women who have abortions receive half 
s::i-la,ry.fp~ 't'ime Jost. from ,wprk_. unl~ss tlie abortion. w~s 
provoked. A wor~mg rrioth~r 1s ent,deq to full WY for 
a rest peri<>? of two and one_-half inonths, ~r t~i~~1 ~~~s 
prior to dehve.r,~ and for,ty-(1vc days after d~Tiver.Y,;., 

T ~ rlcath res~lfs from pr<'gnancy or child birlli; f~neral 
expenses are paid ~vhcther the woman be covered through 
her own employment or as the wife of a covered worker. 

If the woman is covered through her own employ­
ment. in case of death her minor children or adult children 
unabie to work receive a pension of Q.10.00 per month 
each. If there is only one child, the child receives Q.20.0) 

per month. View of co11ipteted hospital. Remodeled at cosl of Q.180,000, the f~·111cr hoteJ is well located on a broad paved avenue, and easily 
Care continues after the forty-five. day post-natal accessible hy five cent fare auto bus. An ai,xiliary water reservoir storing several, d(l.ys supply of water is provided for emergencies. 

,·est period. Medical examinations are made during the A stand b)' electric generqtor will provide necessary potuer for plant if regular J,oi,.'er fails. An annex to house resident personnel 
thir<l month, .ind during the fifth or six month, or at other is under consideration. It may be erected on site formerly used j,JT hotel s-,rmnming pool. 
times in the discretion of the doctor. Illnesses discoverd 
111roue-h such examinations arc treated. 

Cbildren continue to receive regular examinations A mobile unit is being readied for service this month. 
CARE FOR THF. CHILD through the sixth year. If dietary deficiencies are noted, It is to be used for home deliveries or other emergencies 

the doctor may recommend that the maternity center in which the patient fails or is unable to reach the hospital. 
The ·infant receives monthly examinations through the provide supplementary foods if diet lacks are the result lt will be fully equipped and staffed by personnel from 

first year of life and examinations every two months 
during the second yea~. N~essary vaccinations aJ?d other 
needed treatment are provided. At the same hme the 
mother gets °instruction in child care, hygiene, and related 
matters. 

of inadequate familiy income. 
For mothers who must travel overnight for the serv­

ices of the center:, transp<?rtation, food and lodging are 
provide_d. The regular ambulance service of IGSS is 
always available for emergencies. 

the matt'mity hospital staff. 

FIRST RESULTS OF PLAN 
Because the program has been 'in operation only since 

May, no patient has received all the benefits listed. But 

already it is not<1d that increasing numbers of eligible wom­
en are using the service. 

In addition to births registered in Arnatitlan and San 
Juan Sacatepequez, the new hospital in Guatemala reports 
252 deliveries 'in May, 283 in June, and 317 in July. 

Through August 4, the Out Patient department had 
registered. 2354 prospective mothers. In June, 1295 mothers 
and 295 children born in the hospital were treated or other-­
wise serviced. The July figure was 1907 mothers and 
591 children. 

There is far too little experience with which to assess 
the benefits and weaknesses of the program. It may be 
noted that services provided exceed the minimum standards 
recommended by the 35th Confrrence on Social Security 
of the International Labor Organization which was field 
in Gt'nc·'va, Switzt'rland in June of this year. Those mini­
mum standards do not provide coverage for the wives of 
workers. Nor do they allow .full pay for working mottiers 
during the two and one-half month rest period. Their 
minimum standards call for two-thirds pay. 

COST OF SERVICE 

The social scn·ice work included in the Guatemalan 
program is expensive. Social serv_ice workers trained by 
1GSS with cooperation of the existing Day Nur.series and 
Municipal Dis~nsaries were sufficient in number to launch 
the program, but many more will be needed as the program 
gathers momentum. 

To give f;Ven minimum attention to children through 
.their sixth year means a cumula~iv~ work load which 
will reach great proportio,ns. In full operation th~ plan 
even includes a widespr~d public hygiene and health in­
formation service and pre-conceptional medical examina­
tions, advice, and treatment. 

The prevailing low salaries, wages, and living stan<.1-­
ards may appear to tnak!! the expense of such mother 
and child protection appear p1;~hibitive, but the director 
of IGSS, Alfonso Solorzano, and the executi_ve board are 
determined to push the program as far as possible.' They 
can point to the fact that all preeration to date,, andY,all 
current o~rating expenses are oemg handled on ·a cash 
basis. • 

CONFORMS TO GOVERNMENT POLICY_ 

The administration of Pres. Jacobo Arben.z has 
shown by a variety of measures that it prizes human wel­
fare. It can be expected t~• give full support to any con­
structive measures in the field of social security. 

The prospect, then, is for further development of 
mother and child services in the department of Guatema­
la and for evt'ntual extension to other departments of the 
nation. 

The bentficiaries of the program to date will endorse 
further extension fully. They report that they are well 
pleased with the service. They feel that they are receiving 
as good or better treatment than they would get in private 
hospitals or maternity homes or in their own homes from 
midwives not always competent. 

They express themselves as highly satisfied -with the 
food, its quality, pr:eparation and presentation. They -like 
the sanitation. The care of the doctors and nursing staff 
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Section of main kitchen. Fast working steam kettles rnt 
labor reqriirements to minimum. Electric dumb waiters 
deliver bulk food to floM pa11tries. A special diet kite/ten 
is on an uppe.,- floor. 

is praised. They commend the attitude and service of the 
social workers. The barefoot Indian woman feels that 
she receives treatment equal to that of those socially or 
economically more favored. 

Many of the mothers come from homes that lack 
running water and sanitary facilities, that are overcrowded, 
that may even have dirt floors. Often their family diet 
is gravely deficient, sometimes as ~uch through lack of 
knowledge as because of economic necessity. 

They carry ideas of sanitation, adequate diet, and 
improved child care with them from their contact with 
the social workers and medical people of the maternity 
center. 

The seed of desire for a better way of living is 
p'anted· That desire is the first requisite for self improve­
ment. Tl;ie net result of the maternity pro~r?m may 
very well eventually be measured in terms of a healthier. 
stronger society. 

Ernesto Mencos, bitsiness manager, right, discusses boiler 
upkeep with maintenance chief. Regular inspecti()tt-S arc 
a m11st to az:oid breakdmt•n.r reqHiring repair or replacement 
parts which are of ten sl<r& in arrivi,ig f-rp_mthe United 
Stat/'S. 

Notes on UFCO 
The United Fruit Co. gained a foothold in Guatemala 

at the turn of the century during the twenty-two year 
dictatorship of Estrada Cabrera. 

Granted a concession on the shores of the Motagua 
river, it proceeded to ruin private banana producers; moved 
into control of Guatemalan railroads; and took over the 
principal port of the country, Puerto Barrios. It gained 
economic control over vast extensions of the most fertile 
Guatemalan territory and rose to a position of almost 
complete domination of the nation's economy. 

The penetration began with the first contract of 
January 19, 1901 which was merely an agreement to carry 
the mail in company ships. 

From 1901 until the end of the dictatorial gover~­
ments in 1944, onerous concessions granted the fruit 
company have constantly menaced national sovereignty 
and the democratic development of the country. 

Municipalities in the Atlantic zone such as Morales 
and Los Amates demanded justice in 1934 when Guate­
malans were being dispossessed with the connivance of the 
dictator Ubico. There was no redress. 

Onty the fruit company remained in that region after 
driving out the Guatemalan producers and taking over 
their land. 

Not satisfied with the Atlantic zone, the fruit company 
began its penetr~tion of the Pacific coast, alw~ys see)sing 
the most fertile land. Two contracts, that of 1930 and 
that of 1936, show a repet\tion of the same process of 
conquest. 

On the Atlantic the penetration began under the pre­
text of a contract to carry the mail; on .. the Paci fie the 
pretext was an offer by the co~ny to construct a inod: 
~rn harbor. • 

Decades have passed and in none of the ports of the 
Pacific - San Jose, Champerico, or Ocos - have any 
modern docks been built. 

In the Pacific arc~. the fruit company is established 
under the name Compa1i.ia Agricola de C11atemala. It was 
to this company that the concession was granted in return 
for construction of a harbor. 

If with the 1930 contract Guatemala had at least the 
promise of a "modern" port, with the contract of 1936 
made with the dictator Ubico, the swindle was complete 
and even the expectation of such a port disappeared. 
According to the 1936 contract, the company will construct 
the port when it wishes, and if it does not so wish, the 
port will never be constructed. 

Central American nations, because of the domination 
by the United Fruit Co. have been called "Banana Re­
publics." A state within a state, the fruit company has 
been like a great tape worm. The derogatory term, "Ba­
nana Republics" indicates the power which the company 
has ,,1ielded over corrupt, anti-patriotic governments. 

https://Compa1i.ia
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Village Water Supplies 
Nothing better illustrates the primitive conditions 

under which the majority of the people of Guatemala lived 
through centuries of feudalism and dictatorial repression 
than the shocking lack of minimum water and sewage 
systems in the small villages that dot the countryside. 

Decade after decade the women and children of many 
towns have been condemned to journey daily to nearby 
and not so nearby broolcs, lakes and springs to fetch water 
for their daily needs. 

The Indian women are a picturesque sight as they 
journey down the road balancing their tinajas, or water 
jars, upon their heads. Their daughters, costumed as 
their mothers are, early learn to balance their smaller jars 
upon their heads as they aid in the family chores. 

Always colorful is the spectacle of women and chil­
dren bathing in a flowing river and laundering their 
bright garments on the rocks that border the stream. 

But it isn't practical. To the people who are building 
the new Guatemala, lack of village water supplies means 
lack of sanitation, sickness, and waste of human labor. 

Since October 1949, the federal government has 
provided water services for seventy-three towns and vil­
lages. In many cases this has meant merely a piping job 
from a nearby stream, or a small pumping station in a 
dear lake. In little Las Animas in Jutiapa, the cost of 
bring-ing water to the people was only Q. I ,029.16. An 
installation in Chimaltenango cost Q.6o,882. 13. Between 
these two extremes, the seventy-three population centers 
have been furnished water supplies at a total co~t of 
Q. I ,331,244.45. 

Twenty-five more water systems are under construc­
tion in six zones of the country. Daily the congress, the 
minister of public works, and the federal department of 
water and drainc\g_e receive ,equ1;sts from the village fath­
ers of isolated hamlets for water supplies. The villa~e 
people look to their democratic government to give them 
the minimum requisites that previous feudal minded ad­
ministrations have refused. 

Vjllages that existed before Columbus discovered 
Ameril-a today er.joy "city water" because of Guatemala's 
progressive government. The people ~come healthier. 
happier! 

Pan 1'merican Highway 
By next spring it should be possible to travel down 

the Pan American highway through Mexico, Guatemala, 
and F.I Salvador to Nicaragua. The last remaining road 
block; from the U.S. border to Nicaragua is a twenty-six 
kilometer stretch from the Mexican border town of Cuauh­
temoc to Cuilco in the department of Huehuetenango, 
·Guatemala. 

Machinery and men, according to present plans, will 
be moved to Huehuetenango in November at the end of 
the present rainy season. Before the beginning of next 
year's rainy season the work of opening th~ road through 
the mountains, grading, terracing and surfacing will be 
complete. 

The Guatemalan section of the highway is called the 
Roosevelt highway. It extends for 500 kilometers from 
the Mexican border, across Guatemala, to El Salvador. 
About 150 kilornelers are paved, but the rest can· be called 
good "all weather" highway. 

With the elemination of the Guatemalan bottleneck, 
there still remain unopened sections in Nicaragua, Costa 
Rica, and Panama: In this connection we quote the 
Journal of Commerce, New York, -June 27. Referring to 
highway bottlenecks, this paper said, "The worst ones 
are i'n Guatemala, whost: blatantly Left Wing Government 
shows little interest in completing the 25-mile stretch left 
unfinished within its borders ...... " 

The Journal of Commerce, ill informed on the nature 
of the Guatemalan government, might well direct its fire 
to areas where highway construction presents fewer prob­
lems than in Huehuetenango whose massive mountains 
are the highest in Central America. 

Rice Yield Increases 

Although Guatemala's economy is basically agricul­
tural, only in recent years has there been scientific improve­
ment of crops other than coffee. The recent progress 
with these other crops can be attributed to the efforts of 
enterprising young farmers and to the work of various 
government organizations, among them the agricultural 
research station which is jointly supported by the United 
States and Guatemalan goYcrnments. 

The production of rice can be taken as an example 
of improvements made in various crops for domestic con­
sumption and for export. 

The Agricultural Census of 1950 indicated that Gua­
temala had one of the lowest rice yields per acre, 891 
pounds, in the western hemisphere. Now as the result of 
research, improved cultivation methods, and the distribu­
tion of selected varieties of seed, the yield obtained in 
some areas of production, 3429 pounds per acre, is about 
equal to that obtained in intensively cultivated areas of 
Japan, 3486 pounds per m:re. It rs li1gher than the average 
in any other country of this hctnisphere. 

One of the rice varieties introduced, which is partially 
responsible for the increased yield, is that called "Blue 
Bonnet." 

In past years it was necessary for Guatemala •to im­
port considerable quantities of rice in order to meet tht 
domestic consumption of about 18o,ooo hundred-weight. 
From the crop harvested during the early months of this 
year, it was possible to export a surplus of 30,000 hun­
Jred-weight. It is expected that twice this amount will be 
exported from the fall harvest. 

The lowlands along the Pacific coast are admi-rabry 
suited to the production of either dry far111ed or irrigated 
rice. In the past two years irrigation systems have been 
installed in some plantations with very good results. Private 
individuals have built storage elevators an<l the govern• 
ment institution, INFOP, has undertaken a program of 
building a· much needed system of granaries throughotft 
the conntry. 

https://331,244.45
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Land Reform Continues 

"At last the land has been blessed, blessed with the 
law of agrarian reform," said a farm worker standing in 
line for documents turning over his share of a 500 acre 
farm, El Tempisque, in Pueblo Nuevo Vinas, Santa Rosa. 

"Yes!' replied his companion, one of thirty who were 
asking for land, "we have won the land; now it is for 
us to take the richness from its ribs." 

In Barbarena, hl)ace, 112 acres of another farm 
were delivered to a handful of claif1!ants. But watching 
were a great number of country people who had come 
from long distances to see if the stories they had heard 
of land distribution were really true. 

Daily such scenes are being repeated, scenes of unused 
land being turned over to those who will work it. 

According to the National Agrarian Department, 254 
private farms have been expropriated to date. For the 
535,200 acres of these private • farms, the owners have 
received government bonds in the amount of Q.2,417,95b.t>7. 
These farms do not include national lands previousl.v 
distributed. 

Bumper Corn Crop 
Estimates indicate that the corn crop this year will 

be the greatest in the history of Guatemala. According 
to Roberto Fanjul, minister of economy, production will 
exceed 12 million hundred-weight. ~fr. Fanjul attributes 
this incrt·ased production to the operation of the Agrarian 
Refom1 Law. 

An average of estimates furnished by the bureau of 
statistics shows that domestic consumption of the 1953 
crop will be sligthly more than 8 million hundred-weight. 
A surplus for carry-over storage and for export of nearly 
4 million hundred-weight is anticipated. 

Based-on-these figures, export licenses for shipments 
of 100,000 hundred-weight each to Mexico and El Salvador 
.have already been granted. Growers expect additional 
~xport licenses. 

The increase in the production of com, a staple crop, 
has produced substantial exportable surpluses for the first 
time. 

During the years 1941 to 1950, corn was imported 
each year. In 1951, 76 hl\ndred-weight were exported. 
In 1952, with the beginmng of land reform, 21,000 
hundred-weight were exported. This year's export and 
carry-over surplus of nearly four million hundred-weight 

results from the labor of hundreds of new -independent 
farmers working land formerly held out of production. 

As an incentive to production, ihc government agency 
iNFOP guarantees a price of Q.2 50 per hundred-weight 
for corn delivered at any rail station in the republic. 

Credit Aids Land Reform 

In Apri'T of this year, farmers who were given land 
under the Agrarian Reform Law began to receive help 
in the form of credit from the Credito Hipotecario Na­
cional. Within the following· three months this state bank 
granted -loans to farm cooperatives' and small independent· 
farmers. By the first week in July., J:4,011 persons had 
received credit amounting, to Q.2,641,546.oo, an average 
of Q.188.53 per person. 

INFOP (Institution for the Development of Pro­
duction) also collaborates in the financial aspect of the 
agrarian reform. It has begun to purchase Guatemalan 
staple crops in order to stabilize their prices. This will 
guarantee • a fair return to farmers and thus encourage 
them to increase production and to diversi'fy crops. 

In these transactions the two banks were assisted by 
the Banco de Guatemala ... This central ban.king in:.titu­
tion granted them special advances, totalling nearly 3.5 
million quetzales, to be used exclusively for, the farm loan 
and price stabilizing program. 

·with the passage of the Agrarian Reform Law ,t 
became obvious that a banking institution was needed 
sole>y to provide credit to the small farmers. In July of 
this year, congress established the National Agrarian. Bank 
and appointed its first executi,·e board. This bank will 
soon begin to function. 

Forest Planting 

Guakmala's six month rainv season together with the 
practice of hillside farming cause much loss of topsoil by 
erosion. In tlw,. past, indiscriminate cutting of timber for 
fuel in the absence of other natural fuels has aggravated 
the erosion problem. 

For this reason, the agricultural department main­
tains a forestry -0h1ision which has the du!y of lim1tmg 
cutting as well as directing a reforestrabon program. 
Nurseries have been established in different parts of the 
country to supply new trees. 

During the year ending in June, more than 455,000 
small trees were given for replanting to those receiving 
land under the agrarian reform. Both fruit trees and 
other species were supplied. 

If you wish to receive this bulletin, please send your name and address to P. 0. Box 107, Guatemala 
City, Guatemala, or to Embassy of Guatemala: 1614 18th Street N. W., Washingt.on, D. C. - Guatemalan 
Consulate: 408 So. Spring St. Los Angeles IS, California. - Guatemalan Consulate: SO Rockefeller Plaza, 
Suite 1430, New York 20. New York. - Guatemalan Consulate: 301-302 Pan American Building, P 0. Box 
1286 New Orleans 10, Louisiana. - Guatemalan Consulate: 416 Market Street, San Francisco 5, California. 

https://Washingt.on
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Guatemal'a's National Indian Institute 
Authorized by a go'Vemmental decree on August 28, 1945, 

the lnatitido ltldige,&&ata Nocioftal was established as a 
resei.rdi. advillot-y, and planning agency to serve government 
departments on Indian affairs. In October that year. Guate­
mala became the fourteenth country to affiliate with the 
Inter-American IDdian Institute. 

A founder and the first director of the Institute, the 
late Antonio Goubaud Cllrrera, a distinguished aocial an­
thropologist, charted the course of scientific investigation 
and concrete worlt that is continued today under the able 
and enthusiastic leadership of Joaquin NoV11J 

Guatemala offers a rich and val'ied field for the work 
of the Institute. According to the 1950 cen&us, the native 
Indian population is 53.5% of the nation's total. Twenty 
Indian languages, nineteen of them stemming from the Maya­
Quiche tongue, have beeti tallied by the Institute. 

Work has been done on many aspects of Indian culture: 
languages, the typical costumes, diet, farming methods, 
shelter, religious beliefs, community political organization, 
family life and the social customs that distinguish Indian 
from non-Indian Guatemalans. 

VARIED NATURE OF .ACTIVITIES 

The Instltute's archives contain the documents and 
publications ~ many foreign social scientists who have 
studied Guatemalan Indian culture. The Institute has pub­
lished only part of Its own research. 

Regular reports are made to Uie Inter-American Insti­
tute. A synthesis of the agrarian reform law was trans­
lated and published in the Quiche, Cakchlquel, Mam and 
Kekchi languages. Recordings were made of these trans­
latlona u few Indian11 are literate. The law on leasing of 
land wu translated into cakchlquel. An eight section study 
of rural credit practices was published for the use of INFOP 
(Institute for Increasing Production) In establishing a ru­
ral credit system. 

The Jaw for the protection of Indian textiles was trans­
lated into five languages. The Guatemalan national anthem 
was translated Into' four languages at the request of the 
ministry of education. Motion pictures dealing with s&n;lta­
tion and hygiene were supplied with translations into four 
Indian tongues of the spoken commentary, 

At the request of UNESCO, translations into four In­
dian tongues were made of the "Declaration of the Rights 
of Man". Recordings were also made of the declaration. A 
study of regional markets in Guatemala has been published. 
Regular bulletins In magazine form are often monographs 
ori some specific itudy of the Institute. 

The Institute has collaborated with or fumislied In­
formation to the Inter-American Educational Cooperative 
Service, United Natlons, International Labor Office, Pan­
American Union, Inter-American Institute, Nutrition lnllti. 
tute of Central America and Panama, International Bank 
for Development and Reconatruction, and other foreign 
groups and Individuals requesting data or cooperation. 

/NDIAN MUNICIPALITIES 

An idea of the detailed labor with which the field work­
ers find themselves confronted may be gained from the fact 
that a study of the organization of Indian municipalities 
has already required studies of more than two hundred 
Indian communities and the work still continues. 

A brief summary of this municipality study Is lnteretn.­
ing for the light it throws on Indian social structure at the 
community level. The following highlights are taken trom 
an Institute bulletin. 

Before the coming of the Spaniard, Indians did not live 
In towns and cities. The old metropolitan centers; such aa. 
Utatlan, Ixfmche, Zaculeu and otlien familiar to archeo­
logistll were the religious and administrative centers of the 
tribes, inhabited principally by the chiefs and priests. The 
main body of the people wu scattered over the farmland&. 

Spanish priests and civil authorities In the sixteenth 
century began gathering the Indians into urban center&. 
Municipalities evolved, patterned after the Spanish, but 
made to conform to Indian social custom. Such municipal­
ities were often city states, with a main population center 
u well as nearby villages and scattered rural dwellines in­
cluded . within their boundaries. Studies of the Institute 
reveal that their distinct polltlco-aoclal structure baa endured 
to modem times. 



CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS FUNCTIONS. 
Duties of municipal officers are closely related to duties 

within the religious organizations of the locality. Two or­
gan12ations, political ancl religious, offer a ladder of offlcal 
positions which represents to the Indian the social ladder of 
his group. 

The young man, who usually starts his public career 
at age sixteen when he is considered adult, serves alternately 
in parallel political and religious offices. Duty to his people 
is so thoroughly recognized as a personal obligation that 
few public offices are paid. 

The full time positions are so arranged that posts are 
held for only a year with a year intervening before the next 
job in the scale comes up. The off year permits the Indian to 
devote his full efforts to earning a living. Usually two of­
ficers hold the same function so that they can alternate the 
work in eight day periods and permit themselves time for 
their personal work. 

The woman is significant _in tpe social sea.le only thrQugh 
the po~ition of her husband. A.willow ~- tendered the respect 
which custom dictated for her deceas~ hus~and. If she 
re-marries one lower in the social heirarchy of the com-

. .munity than her dead husband, her own 50Cial status and 
the community's deference to her position decline in the 
same order. An unmarried woman has no social standing. 

LOCAL CUSTOMS DIFFTi:R 

Customs vary with the regions, but usually the man 
enters public service as a mayordomo in a religious frater­
nity. His next public position may be as a ~unicipal of: 
ficer in the lower ranks of alguaciles, regidores, or mayorea. 
Thus his service progresses through the ranks of lower to 
higher mayorde>m-0in the religious brotherhood, to Primer 
Mai,ordomo and finally to the highest post, Alcalde de Co­
/rad.fa. 

The scale of civil offices runs through alguacil, regidor, 
mayor, aindko, comiaario municipal, to the highest, aloalde 
fflUffioipal. 

Having reached the peak in both municipal and religious 
offices, the Indian passes to the ranks of the principale8. 

No important community decision is taken without the 
approval of the principalea. The principalea usually name 
the individuals who hold non-elective offices. As an elder of 
the community, a principal is often consulted on personal 
disputes and matters on which his experience makes him 
an author_ity. 

A knowledge of the politico-religious helrarc!1y ~ust 
take into account the different types of "specialists" on 
matters of the supernatural world of the Indian. 

Athough the "specialist" is not equally feared in every 
place, the Institute always seeks to determine how his view­
point will affect Its studies or a given government program. 

In passing, it may be noted that the typ_ic~ municipal 
organization is changing becauiie 9f the participation, _par­
tictdarly of ~l)e younger men, 1~ the activities of the new 
political parties. 

PRACTICAL UBE MADE OF RBBBARCH 

This and other information developed by the Inatitute 
has countless practical uses. Compaigns for health and 
sanitation, education, better farming methods, civic improve­
ment, -all are made easier as a result of knowledse of the 
customs and traditions Of the Indian municipalities. 

A current educational experiment using the Iridian alpha­
bet ls being conducted In Alta Verapaz by the minlltry of 
education and the national committee for literacy with the 
cooperation of the Institute. Experience in other countries 
has shown that the Indian, literate in his own language, 
more easily becomes literate in the dominant tongue. 

An adult elucational program was launched last March 
among the Kekchi, a cultural group of about 300,000. Text 
books prepared under the direction of the Institute by a 
group of bi-lingual . teachers are used. Classes are, held at 
night and aimed at the age group fifteen to forty years. Six 
experimental classes are J,lnder wa:v., The center of OP.Cr­
ations is in San Pedro Carcha, an Alta Verap~ community of 
55,000 population. 

SCHOOL BOOKS IN KEKCHI 

The four illustrated texts used are: 1. Kekchl .alphabet; 
2. Reading in Kekchi; 3. Spanish with the Kekcbi alphabet; 
4. Reading Spanish with the Spanish alphabet. 

Three hundred students are busy masfering the symbols 
for the ten vowels and twenty-five consonants of ·Kekchi. 
More than a hundred others have already .learned the alpha­
bet and are reading in the Kekchi language from the second 
text. 

All of the students are campesinos; that ls, peasants or 
farm workers. Most are between twenty-five and thirty 
years of age. It Is significant to note that twelve are women. 

Their livelihood comes from growing corn. squash, fruits. 
coffee, and the sugar cane from which they make a crude 
sugar called panela. During the coffee harvest, families work 
for the big coffee growers. 

It is reported that they are delighted with the op­
portunity to learn to read their own language_ Juan de Dlos 
Rosales, Guatemalan anthropologist leading the field work 
on the project, states that many more Indians than can be 
served are asking for instruction in reading and writing. 

LANGUAGE STUDIES MADE 

Behind this experiment lies the work accomplished- at 
the si.x day language conference held in November, 1949. 
That conference, also sponsored by the ministry of education, 
the committee for literacy, and the Institute, was attended 
_by educators, social scientists, and linguists in the Indian 
tongues. 

Bi-lingual experts represented the following languages: 
Quiche, Cakchiquel, Tzutujil, Mam, Kanjobal, Jacalteca, Chuj, 
Aguateca, Kekchi, Pokomchi, Pokoman, and Chorti. 

It was found that a comprehensive alphabet required 
fifty-eight symbols, but that the four principal languages, 
spoken by 85.8% of the indigenoµs peoples, could be repre-
sented by forty-seven· symbols. • 

The simplified alphabet. _bas_ed on Spanish letters and 
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.Joaquin Noval, Institute director, indicates San Pedro 
C:arpha on language map. Rafael Diaz Gomez, left, is chief of 
t1a-tional. literacy department. 

combinations of letters, was published by the Institute in 
1950 for the Quiche, Cakchiquel, Mam, and Kekchi speaking 
groups. Alphabets for the Tzutujil and Kanjobal groups 
have been prepared for publication. 

Work is being done on dictionaries in Tzutujil, Mam, 
and Quiche. Field workers continue speech research in many 
areas. 

The work ls important because the 72.2% illiteracy rate 
revealed in the 1950 census ls due in the main to the illiteracy 
in its own languages of the huge, indigenous population. In 
the highland areas where most Indians live by choice - To .. 
tonlcapan, Huehuetenango, Solola, El Quiche, and Alta Vera­
paz - the illiteracy rate varies from 85.8% to 92.5% 

SOCIAL CONDITIONS CHANGING 

Isolated and discriminated against befote the 1944 revolu­
tion, few Indians spoke fluent Spanish and many had no 
knowledge of Spanish. The social atmosphere is changing. 

As President Jacobo Arbenz said on taki.ng office in 
March, 1951, "And when we speak of our social problems, 
we must not turn our view from the indigenous groups of 
Guatemala, nor from the special needs of youth and women. 
Within the consideration which raising the standard of living 
of the people generally deserves, we must carefully consider 
the great Indian population and our youth and women as 
our best reserves, the most precious treasures of our human ~ 
wealth." 

In the spirit of Pres. Arbenz• concern for Indian welfare, 
the Institute has intensified its research and its application. 
In 1951 the Institute felt that it had found a large part 
of the ~urces. of Guatemala.n anthropological information. 
In contact with scientists all over the world who had done 
anthropological work in Guatemala, it tripled its work in 
the field of anthropological sources in the second part of 
1952. 

As- the archives of the Institute grow, so does its use­
fulness to other government agencies increase. The human 
movement unleashed by such democratic measures as the 
labor code, social security, and the agrarian reform requires 

that branches of the government have exact information on 
the social and economic conditions of the Indian population. 
The Institute has proved itself ready and able to serve them. 

EFFECTS OF LAND REFORM 

Of all the measures introduced by the democratic g-0vem­
ments, the agrarian reform Is having the most direct effect 
upon the Indian. The Indian economy, primarily agricultur.­
al, has been hampered by the feudal landholding system 
prevailing in Guatemala prior to the land reform. As a 
sharecropper, usua))y on a fifty per cent crop rental basis, 
the Indian has lacked incentive for great production. The 
easily farmed lands were barred to him even on a share­
cropper basis. 

On his own poor mountain lands, the Indian has de­
monstrated his skill as a farmer. Many hillside farms with 
slopes as steep as forty-five degrees have been farmed b~ 
the Indian year after year. And it should not be forgotten 
that corn, the most completely domesticated of the fOOd 
grains, according to John Collier, U. S. Indian expert, wu 
developed from its wild state by Indian farmers. ' 

Under the reformed land tenure system, as was noted' 
in the last issue of this bulletin, agricultural production is 
already showing a marked increase. For the- first timi? in 
centuries, the Guatemalan Indian is beginning to work tM 
land on an equitable basis and the result will tie a better· 
life for the nation of which he is the majority. 

For this reason, Joaquin Noval, director of the GuateL 
malan National Indian Institute, commenting on In.: 
dian problems, says, "The agrarian reform is not exclusively 
an Indian measure. But since the Indian has been th~­
principal sharecropper of the nation, it is right to suppose­
tha t the agrarian reform is the most important Indian meas 7 
ure· taken to date. I personally believe that it is the most. 
far-reaching effort on behalf of the Indian In our history." 

Juan de Dios Rosalea reports on progreas of adult 
education in Alta Verapaz. Seated, left to right: Domingo 
Botzoc, Kekchi li119uist; Martin. Ordonez, Ua/cclt~l ttn.. 
gui8t; Benjamin Cux Chan,, Quiche lingui8t,· Joaquin Noval,_ 
director; Leon Augustin Valladares, psychol0gi8t afld aa­
sistant head of field work; Rafael Diaz Gomez, head of 
-national department for literacy. 



declared tax valuation instead of a price set by themselves,Notes on UFCO but only UFCO has been able to appeal to the state depart.., ment of a great nation to intervene in its dispute over 
The execution of the Agrarian Reform Law, as might 

have been anticipated, has encountered sharp opposition 
from large holders of uncultivated lands. Among this group 
is the United Fruit Co. and its affiliate, La CompafHa .Agri­
cola de Guatemala. Perhaps because it is the largest private 
landholder, it has been most vocal in its opposition to the 
law, In spite of the favored position It has held in Guatemala 
for many years. 

Nevertheless, it would be strange that Guatemala should 
receive a protest from the U. $. state department on August 
28, the second inspired by UFCO, if it were not for a fact 
pointed out by Pres. Arbenz in a speech in May, 1953: 

"The preeent fight, then, is between the party o( the 
sreat majority of the people and the party of the great land­
lords and the privileged foreigners. This latter party would 
have almost no backing if it were not that with the object of 
defending their interests as the M~xican General Alvaro 
Obregon stated in an historic manifesto • ... the privileged 
foreigners always seek the aid of their respective govem. 
ments ... '" 

It has been charged that Guatemala has discriminated 
against foreign as opposed to national landholders. There 
bu been discrimination, but It has been the other way a­
S"Ound.A atudy of the contracts made with UFCO in violation 
of the national constitution and the law of the land shows 
that UFCO and similar interests have been favored over 
Guatemalan nationals. 

These contracts, fully exposed by the Guatemalan jurist, 
Oscar de Leon Aragon, are analyzed in ''Loa Contratoa de la 
United Fruit Company y laa Companfas Muelleraa en Guate­
,nala," a publication of the ministry of economy and labor. 
-UFCO contracts, so clearly prejudicial to Guatemalan in­
terests, are so slanted in favor of UFCO that the chicanery 
of long since repudiated dictatorial governments which made 
them is obvious. . 

Yes, the question of discrimination in favor of UFCO 
does exist. 

"Laa Finanzaa Publicaa 11 el Deaarrollo Econ6mico de 
Gvatemala," by Adler, Schlesinger, and Olson, published in 
Mexico in 1952, states: 

''The three greatest foreign enterprises which operate 
in Guatemala - the United Friut Company (including its 
.affiliate the CompaAfG Agricola,) the Electric Company, and 
the International Railways of Central America (IRCA) -
are also exempt from this tax (progressive tax on profits -
,ed.) in accord witJi the conditions of their original conces­
sions." 

The legality of Decree 900, the Agrarian Reform Law, 
is not in doubt. The right of eminent domain recognized by 
U. S. Jaw a1lo prevails in Guatemala. 

Many Guatem.alan landholder1 have felt injured because 
the nation compensated them for expropriated lands at their 

valuation. 
The question of just compensation and equitable treat­

ment are to be judged on the facts and the law of Guatema• 
la. The foreign minister of Guatemala has announced that 
the U. $. protest will be studied and answered when its 
complete contents are known to the Guatemalan government. 

National Farm Divided 
Distribution of the lands of the national farm called 

Concepcion on August 22 was marked with a day long eel• 
ebratlon. Concepcl6n with its annexes La Emlnenda, El 
Volcan, Chaguite, Colorado, and Santa Isabel, has nearly 
15,000 acres. It la one of tlie largest and richest of the 
national farms. 

Hundreds of peasants joined in the fiesta that accompa­
nied the division of the land. Typical marimba music, danc­
ing, the traditional fireworks, and speechma king highlighted 
the festivities. 

The agrarian tefonn Jaw,aimed at putting uncultivated 
landa into production. also provides for the parcelinJt out 
of all national farms, cultivated or not. 

Much of Concepcion la In full production of coffee, sugar 
cane, corn and cattle. It Includes good pasture lands, ttm. 
ber areas, and uncultivated areas suitable for coffee, cane 
and other crops. Near Escuintla, the farm ls in the richest 
agricultural area of the nation, well watered, and with a 
twelve month growing season. 

More than a thousand head of horses and cattle were 
turned over to the land claimants. Tractors and other farm 
machinery with an upkeep center are at the disposal of the 
new, Independent farmers. Some of those receiving land 
and cattle were women, an expression of the expanding role 
women are playing In the country. 

Part of the land is set apart for a model orchard to be 

maintained in cooperation with the ministry of argrlculture. 
Alfonso Martinez, head of the national agrarian depart­

ment, congratulated the beneficiaries of the land distribution 
In the name of Pres. Arbenz. Other speakers represented 
the pro-government political parties, and workers and 
peasants organizations. 

An old peasant leader, Gabriel Camey, president of the 
local argrarian committee, spoke, "Brothers, the moment 
has come at last when we find ourselves masters of the land. 
thanks to the intrepid fight of the peasants and the 
revolutionary honeaty of our great president, Col. Jacobo 
Arbenz. Now we are ready to make the sol) produce the 
maximum. At last the land la ours. "Hoy la tterra ea ya de 
noaotro11!" And the assembled peasants repeated in a deep 
refrain, ''Hoy la tlerra ea ya de nosotroar• 

Representatives of INFOP, the agricultural ministry, 
and Credito Hipotecarlo Naclonal were present. 

If you willhto receive this bulletin, please sencl your name and address to P. 0. Box 18', Guatemala 
City, Guatiemala. or tt" Embassy of Guatemala: 1614 18th Street N. W.. Washington, D. C. - Guatemalan 
Consula._,s 408 Sd. Spring St. Loa Angeles lS, California. - Guatemalan Consulate: SO Rockefeller Plaza, 
Suite 1430, New York 20, New York. - Guatemalan Consulate: S01-S02 Pan American Building, P.O. Box 
1188 New Orleans 10, Loulsia11a. - Gua~an Consulate: 416 Market Street, San Fnneiaeo 5, California. 
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High School Students RallyAgainst UFCO Pressure 
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First to demm1,9trate agaimit thEJ action 

to support its unjust demands on Guatemala 

September 4, the students bore placards, a

Scene is in downtown Guatemala City. 
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United Fruit Co. in calling upon the U.S. 

school students, boys and girls. Parading in 

a banner expressing student unity against fo

state depart­

late afternoon, 

reign interven.. 

Since then other similar protest banners have been carried in the patriotic parades celebrating the 132nd year 

of Guatemala's Independence from Spain. On the followin g page the widespread public prote11t against the fruit com­
pany's unfair demands is noted. The popular indignation has been marked throughout the nation. The feeling is gen. 

eral that the company's attitude endangers the Agrmian Reform Law. 
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UFCO Involves U. S. 
What does one say to the uninvited guest who dines at 

one's table, wipes his Ups, and then pulls a gun and demands 
the family silverware? 

The United Fruit Co. with its seat in Delaware and its 
hands in Guatemala and other Caribbean countries has 
played the role of uninvited guest for many years. 

ln return for fabulous concessions in Guatemala, UFCO 
signed '-'<>ntracts In 1901, 1924, 1930, and 1936 in which it 
expressly agreed NOT TO HA VE RECOURSE TO DIPLO­
MATIC CHANNELS IN ANY MANNER FOR ANY REA­
SON IN ANY DISPUTE OVER CONCESSIOKS GRANTED 
BY THOSE CONTRACTS! 

Now, In its dispute with the Guatemalan government 
over the application of the Agrarian Reform Law, UFCO 
HAS APPEALED TO THE U. S. STATE DEPARTMENT 
TO INTERVENE on behalf of the company's special priv­
ileges and to demand further special privileges. 

The guest haa pulled his gun! 
Decree 900, the Agrarian Reform Law, was the 'first 

real challenge to UFCO's tremendous political power that 
has been used to make and unmake Caribbean governments, 
to promote dissension within Caribbean countries, to cause 
friction between neighboring and friendly countries, and 
thereby create the political climate In which It could 
procure one-aided concessions that permitted unhampered 
exploitation of the resources and manpower of small, 
undeveloped countries. 

But the reform law waa not aimed at harraasing UFCO 
or any other larse landholder. It was designed to put into 
production hundreds of thousands of acres of uncultivated 
land held out of production in his small, densely populated. 
agricultural country where the average peasant family land 
holding is 3.1 acres. 

Prior to the enactment of the agrarian reform, UJ:o'CO 
and every other large holder of unused land, Guatemalan 
and foreign alike, were put on notice by Pres. Jacobo 
Arbenz that fundamental changes were going to make a 
better distribution of uncultivated lands. 

UFCO, which with Its affiliate La CompaAfa .Agricola 
•d8 Guatemala controlled the largest and most fertile acre­
ages in the nation, .choae to ignore the warning of Pres. 
Arbenz and continued to hold hundreds of thousands of acres 
out of production. 

The government moved to execute the law impartially, 
making no distinction between foreign and Guatemalan 
landholders, and granting no special exemptions or waivers 
to UFCO. 

Thus far, 400,000 acres of idle land held out of produc­
tion by UFCO have been expropriated. Without the agrar 
ian reform, UFCO could have played dog In the manger 
indefinitely with those 400,000 acres. Under the law, land 
hungry· small farmers will put the land to work Immedi­
ately. 

For this land UFCO is compensated at the declared tax 
value in long term bonds precisely as other landholders, 
Guatemalan and foreign, have been compensated. 

Time magazine, August 31, agonized because in the 
cumpany's East coast plantation only 88,000 acres would be 
left tor bananas. UFCO would have no reserve land "for 
use when the ruinous Panama disease, a blight which • 

attacks the banana plants, forces it to turn present banana 
acreage into flood fallow to drown out the fungus". 

In that plantation, "present banana acreage" consists 
of only 4,000 acres. The Panama disease takes about ten 
years to develop in new land. If no diseased land were 
ever turned into flOOdfallow, the 88,000 acres would provide 
enough reserve for a 4,000 acre banana plantation for 220 
years! 

But UFCO, ignorant of how much preferential treat­
ment is enough, appeals to the U. S. state department to 
support its demand for further special privileges. It de­
mands that its unused land receive a special appraisal not 
given to Guatemalan landlords. It demands to be paid In 
cash Instead of in the bonds given to Guatemalan landlords. 
It is unhappy because so much of its idle land has been 
taken over, claiming discrimination, without mentioning 
that it had the largest acreages of uncultivated land in the 
nation. 

The latest result of UFCO's appeal is the state depart­
ment memorandum of August 28 handed to the Guatem-aMn 
ambassador in Washington. 

Stripped of diplomatic verbiage, that memorandum 
boils down to UFCO's demand that Guatemala surrender 
its sovereignty and assume the status of a "banana republic" 
by giving UFCO additional privileges which it does not give 
its own nationals. 

But times have changed! 
Already the land reform is working Its transformation 

in the economic and social )i(e of the people. The clock 
will not be turned back. The second half of the twentieth 
century demands ffiat small countries as well as l&rlte ones 
have the right to use their natural resources as fhelr needs 
require. 

Ask Fair Play 
A storm of popular protest touched off by the A~st 

28 memorandum of the United States state department 
continues to grow while the Guatemalan government pre­
pares a reply. 

Resolutions and statements from organizations, protest 
meetings throughout the nation, public parades and dem­
onstrations reflect the concern and resentment ot· th1> 
people. Letters from. municipalities, business and professional 
men, farmers, students, teachers and government• employf'es 
pour in to the presi<lent, the foreign minister, and the daily 
papers. 

Ire seems to be directed toward the United Fruit Co. 
as the instigator of an attack on the right of Guatemala 
to run its own affairs. On September 14, the eve of In­
dependence Day, workers demonstrated before the National 
Palace bearing many banners against "foreign intervention". 

The PAR, majority Guatemalan political party, stated 
in a special bulletin, '"fhe right of· the peoples to ~ely 
exploit their resources and natural products was oonflrmed 
In an assembly of the United Nations,. and our inalienable 
and sovereign right to make and enforce our own • laws 
nullifies the protest and the concern of the government ot 
the United States over the application of the Agrarian 
Refortn Law". 

In an open letter, the executive committe of the nation­
al teachers' union published, " ... (we) denounce energeti-
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cally the maneuvers of the United Fruit Co. or any other 
foreign monopoly which scoffs at or disobeys the national 
laws which the people in exercise of their sovereignty decree 
or may decree for the development of the economy of the 
country and for the popular welfare". 

An association of students ol l'fie College of Legal and 
Social Sciences, " ... condemns and repudiates all those acts 
which violate or restrict the free determination which 
legitimately belongs to the republic of Guatemala as a 
sovereign state; and in this particular case affirms the 
right of the government to reject any Intervention in Inter. 
nal affairs". 

MEXICAN PRESS COMMENTS 

Mario Ramon Beteta, eminent Mexican economist, In 
an article in EZ Naciotlal, important Mexican daily, noted 
on September 4, "GuRtemata correctly maintains that the 
company <UFCO-ed) has been equitably treated, inasmuch 
as the citizens of the country are compensated in the same 
way as the foreign company. The company cannot justly 
claim privileged treatment". 

Commenting on the statement of a Guatemalan political 
party that the memorandum was" ... a positive menace to 
the national sovereignty ... ," the conservative Mexican 
newspaper Ezcelaior stated on September 8, "Fortunately, 
the Mexican government's position has always been clear 
and positive that the right of nations to nationalize their 
natural resources was not to be debated. This has been 
made clear in all international gatherings where Mexico 
has had a voice, and furthermore ls intimately connected 
with national conviction and experiences." 

Independence Day 1953 
Today the republic of Guatemala celebrates the 132nd 

anniversary of its independence from Spain formellzed 
in a declaration September 15, 1821. No four year war 
like that led by George Washington preceded the GuRtf~­
malan breaking of Its ties with Eu

1
rope, but revolts and 

risings of artisans, the middle class. and Indian groups 
against the economic stranglehold of Spain and the royal 
tributes exacted by the crown took place before Independ­
ence. 

Scattered risings between 1808 and 1820 were plentiful. 
Notable was the revolt led by the Indian, Manuel Tot, in the 
Verapaces in 1813. In 1820, on the eve of independence, 
another rebellion was headed by the Indian, Atanasio Tzul, 
and carried to the point where he was actually crowned 
as_ the king of a Quiche Indian group. 

The act of independence climaxed the wave of unrest 
started by the French revolution and the revolution of 
the thirteen American colonies. Liberal writers in Gua. 
temala, such as Pedro Molina and Jose Francisco Barrun­
·dlafanned the flames of discontent. Spain was too weak 
In the nineteenth century to check the chain of events that 
freed its colonies in North ad Central America. 

•It is difficult for a small country to be free, independ 
ent, and democratic. Today Guatemalans, sensing another 

threat to independence, are celebrating September 15 
with a fervor lac@.ng in the past. 

After nine years of democracy under the revolutionary 
administrations of Presidents Arevalo and Arbenz, the 
people reject any submission to foreign pressure groups 
which would plunge the country again into the dark days 
of political dictatorship. 

PEOPLE CELEBRATE 

Celebrations started In the morning of September 12, 
with a ceremony at the National Palace In which Guate­
malan flags were presented to representatives of the public 
schools. A parade followed through streets lined with 
houses decorated with white and blue, the national colors. 

Other events were a marathon race to Port San Jose 
from Guatemala City; the inauguration of a new paved 
highway from Totonicapan to Quet211ltenango; and the 
opening of the eight day Book Fair. 

Un the following day, athletes and sportsman para­
ded to the Olympic Stadium for special patriotic ceremonies. 
In the neighborhoods there were popular concerts. Autos 
and bicycles in the streets were decorated in white and 
blue bunting. 

At eight In the morning of September 14, students, 
delegates of labor unions, peasants, Boy Scouts, Girl GuldP.s. 
nurses and women's groups gathered at Central Park for 
a long parade to the monument erected to the fathers 
of Guatemalan independence. There wreaths ~ere laid and 
special ceremonies observed. 

Marimbas furnished muaic in the public markets and 
parks of the city. In the evening the ceremony of raia1Dg 
the flag was attended by thousands in front of the National 
Pala~. 

SEPTEMBER 15 

This morning, celebration in the traditional mantaer 
started with the explosion of fireworks at one minute after 
midnight. The mayor of Guatemala City read the act of 
Independence. The reading was followed by salvos Of ar­
tillery. The crowd gathered in Central Park sang the na­
tional anthem. 

For those who were stll) in bed, martial- bands paraded 
at four o'clock in the morning. At six o'clock, honors were 
paid the flag In front of the National Palace. Simulta­
neously in the neighborhoods of tlie city and In the public 
markets, citizens sang the national anthem with a background 
of marimba inusic and the hissing of skyrockets. • 

At seven military units formed at Central. Par_k fQr 
a parade to the army field, Campo de Marte. Cadet cozp­
panies from the national military academy participated w_ith 
army infantry, fielil artillery, tank and armored car units, 
the medical corps, and military 6ands. 

Ceremonies and military exe!Cises followed at the Cam. 
po de Martf>. 

As In the capital city, so in the municipalities through­
out the country, celebration was continuous and fervent. 
On September 15, 1953, Guatemalans found themselves united 
as never before. 



Book Fair Success 
people from all walks of life thronged to the unique 

Book Fair to examine the estimated 15,000 books displayed 
and enjoy the music, theater, lectures and other attractions 
offered to stimulate public interest in literature and art. 

Open daily from nine in the morning until midnight, 
the Book Fair started September 12 and will continue 
through September 20, dates chosen to coincide with the 
celebration of national independence day. The spacious 
Exhibit Room in Guatemala's beautiful National Palace is 
the center of the Fair activities which have attracted many 
thousands during tlie first four aays, 

There twenty large book stalls, some of them thirty 
feet long, are accomodated. There is ample space for ffie 
concerts, ballet offerings, movies and lectures in the l\udl. 
torium arranged Jn the exhibit hall. Large stained glass 
windows add; to th'e color of displays of the radiant native 
textiles and the painted masks used by the Indians in cer­
emonial dances. The masks and textiles, choice examples 
of Indigenous art, were furnished by the Archeologlcal Mu-
11eurri. 

The history of printing in Guatemala is. depicted by four 
large panel paintings. Painted by four Guatemalan artists, 
lhe panels show the heiroglyphic writjng of the Mayan era, 
•the book during the Colonial period, the book of today, and 
the book and lts relation to culture. 

Special programs are sponsored by other countries on 
days dedicated to those nations. A day honoring France 
ts sponsored by the French Guatemalan Center. A program 

·on the· following day under the auspices of the Gul\temalan. 
':Ameiican ·Institute is dedicated to the United States. 

Similarly, the Italian-Guatemalan Center sponsors a 
program, and the Chilean Guatemalan Institute another. 
Cuba is represented by a program of the Cuban-Guatemaian 
Institute. There are also days dedicated to Mexico and 
Central .Ameri.ca. Displays of boolcs published in Costa RI. 
~a and the Mexican state of Chlapas are shown in stalls, 
and from. privat~ libraries of Spanish Republicans an ex. 
hibit of l)ooks in Spanish, Basque, and Catalonian includes 
works of authors exiled from the Franco regime. 

Some of these cooperating groups have also furnished 
speakers, docu_mE;ntary films, films on art, and music. 

SALES REfLECT INTEREST 

Thirteen local book dealers have stalls in addition to 
the non-commercial stands and exhibi,s. The Boys Scouts 
of Guatemala with a large selection of books on many 
subjects are pursuing sales with youthful intensity. Sales 
are an essential feature of the Book Fair's effort to arouse 
interest In literature. Buyers are offered a special discount 
at the fair and in stores In the tlty. 

During the first four days the largest sales were reg. 
istered in works dealing with economies and social sciences. 
One dealer featuring Installment sales of encycloped:as and 
Bibles reported heavy sales of a large, beautifully bound, 
illustrated Holy Bible. Other books in demand are blbli 
ography, works on painting and sculpture, and poetry. 
Authors of the United States are well represented in Span­
ish translations published in Mexico and Argentina. 

A locked case display changed every other day exhib 
its the first book printed in Guatemala dating back to 
1662; the original document of the Declaration of Central 
America's Independence from Spain on September 15, 1821; 
the original of Bernal Diaz del Castiflo's work on the 
"History of the Conquest of New Spain", a source book for 
many authors since; the "Testament of Brother Pedro de 
Betancourt"; Bibles in many languages; and tfie best works 
of contemporary Guatemalan authors. 

Prizes offered by the government of Guatemala in the 
interests of culture were presented on September 14 for 
the best worlcs in music, the novel, poetry, painting, sculp­
ture, and the science of teaching. This contest is an annual 
affair. 

An. award was also made for the best poster advertising 
the Book ~air In a contest arranged by the Fair committee. 

CHILDREN PARTICIPATE 

Afternoon programs appeal to children with puppet and 
marionette shows. A chidren's ballet was presented oy the 
children of the George Washington and other schools. A 
round table on the Ind(Jpendence of Quatemala was conduc­
ted on Independimce Day by the Society of Geography and 
History. 

A children's library was presented to a group of chil­
dren pat'ronized by the local Lions' Club in San Juan Sa­
catepequez. United States contributed to this library for 
under-privileged children with books donated by th~ Gua. 
temalan-American Institute. • 

An open air theater in the Central Park near the 
National Pala.ce was used for the Book Fair's theatrical 
offerings. Three groups, the Garcia Lorca group, the Uni. 
verslty Art Theater, and the Mobile Fine Arts Theater 
gave shows. 

The. popul~r response to the Book . Fai.r has greatly 
exceeded the expectations of its sponsors, the Guatemalan 
House of Culture, and the cooperating groups and individ. 
uals. Thousands of volumes were ·sold at the Fair and 
book stores throughout the city are noting increased sales. 

The publishing department of the ministry of education, 
which was represented with a display at the Fair, was 
completely sold out several of Its collected edition sets 
on the third day of the fair. One experienced book dealer 
said that he was amazed at the interest In books developed 
through the Fair activities. Writers and artists were 
greatly pleased with the public reception of their efforts. 

U you wish to receive this bulletin, please send your name and address to P. 0. Box 107, Guatemala 
City, Guatemala, or to. Embassy of Guatemala: 1614 18th Street N. W., Washington, D. C. - Gwatem•len 
Consulate: 408 So. Spring St. Loe Angeles 1S, California. - Guatemalan Consulate: SO Rockefeller Plua, 
Suite 1480, New York 20, New York. - Guatemalan Consulate: S01-302 Pan American Builcllilg, P.O. Box 
U86 New Orleans 10, Louisiana. - Guatemalan Consulate: 416 Market Street, San Francisco 5, California. 
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LAS VICTORIAS OF MODEL - VILLAGE HOMES 
One of m~ public events celebrating the ninth 

iannlvenary of Guatemala's democratic revolution of 19'4 
waa the opening of the ted,rally financed housing project, 
'Las Victorlas. 

Located in the northeast aectlon of the capital, Guate­
mala at;y, the development with its open mountain view, 
W· ita own water supply, a market· area, and a children's . 
llilrk ··and D)ayground. Experimental, bOth In deslgri • .ad. 
~ methods uaed; the ninety-fqur modern homes 
of Laa Victorlas contrast markedly with traditional Guate­
malan housing which Is still influenced by the Spanish coloa: • 
nlal period in which modern notions of comfort and utility 
did not exillt. 

Building materiala of the best local construction practice 
such as nreproof and earthqaake proof concretf' were used 
in the Las Victorias homes. 

MODERN DESIGN 

Instead of the house, customary in this area, with its 
front wall flush with the sidewalk and one or more open 
patios within, in ~ Victoria& a fenced area in the front 
and rear of each home allows space for lawns and gardens. 

Interior patios, so necessary in the old style fortress 
like design for light and air, wasted much space in lengthy 
corridors, restricted possible arrangements of livable space, 
and made for much physical discomfort. 

In contrast, the two and three bedroom houses of Las 
Victoria& save floor space, are compact and livable, and have 
no Interior areas exposed to the elements. 

Modern low ceiling design speeded construction, 11aved 
materiala, and improved appearance of the homes. 

Because heavy rains fall during half the year, roofs 
must be substantial. The best and most expenshre roofs 
are reinforced concrete slabs. Such roofs were used in the 
low cost Laa Victorias homes. 

EXPERIMENTAL METHODS 

ln addition to innovations in style. Las Victoriu also 
served as a pilot project for improved construction methods. 

UQder the capable direction of Anpl Martinez FraJICO and 
0tto W. Szarata, the building site became a laboratory for 
the ffli>St efficient methods of erecting simlla'.I' un11a ~ith 
\.'OnCr't!te tile floors and concrete walls and roof. 

For cost compariaon,. aix -~nits were built using the 
customary handcraft methods which produce excellent work 
Wlth tt high expenditure of manpower. Other meth~ in­
volvlag on-the.site pre-fabrication, were tried. In one 
~od. the concrete roofs were pre-east and later eleVJ1ted 
wltb derricks. 

Many data for speeding construction and lowering costs 
were obtained. Local builders followed the course of cons. 
truction with considerable Interest u there hu been JltUe 
local exoerlence ln mau construction. 

f108TS LOW 

Tht! development, includiug all .Improvements, such as, 
paved streets, sidewalks, sewage system and the water sup­
ply piped from two deep wells drilled on the site to a centraJ 
distribution tank, was built at a cost of slightly over 
Q.500.000.00 including the -·land. fQi,etzal at par with the 
dollar.-) 

EligibiUty for purchase of the homes was limi~d to 
families with incomes of ~150.00 .to ~5.00 per month. 

More than two thousand purchase applications were 
received. ',l'he new owners will pay monthly Installments. 
No down payment is required. Terms of payment may 
extend as long as twenty years. 

Construction was in charge of the government agency 
I~FOP, an institution whose general function is research 
and other activities to increase national production. ~orly 
of the homes were built on contract by private builders: 
the others directly by INFOP. 

HOUSING NEEDED 

A housing shortage, chronic in Guatemala as in many 
other countries, la largely the result of high city land values. 
comparatively· ·high construction rosts, and the low incomes 
of the majority of the people. 

https://Q.500.000.00
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A 11treet in the new Las Vir.tona, housing project. New owners have as long as twenty years to pay for the .vb. 
11tantially built homes. Independent water supply and drainage ay11tem, children's play park, and shopping district make 
a aelf-contained ruidential area. 

A detailed study by the National CommJttee on Hous­
ing headed by Carlos Leonidas Acevedo, head of INFOP, 
shows 26.620Guatemala City dwellings witho11t bathroom!! 
and 15.261 lacking sewage facilities of any sort. Another 
ten thousand homes in the dty require major improvements 
to meet minimum standards of- health and decency. 

In country areas, the peasant family occupies dwelUngs 
much like the Spaniards found when they arrived centuries 
ago. 

Anatole A. Solow, technical advisor for the Pan-American 
Union, in a report prepared in collaboration with INFOP 
describes them: 

"We know that the majority of rural homes lack even 
the most elemental sanitary facilities, that they are of in­
ferior construction, that they have dirt floors, and that they 
consist of one room in which the entire family sleeps, eats, 
and cooks ... it Is not unusual to find animals in the sam~ 
dwelUng ... " 

Solow estimated that almost elgthy per cent of rural 
housing required major improvements or complete rebuild­
ing. 

The national need, city and country, could be met, he 

said, with an annual building rate of 3,000 new city homes 
and 24,000 country homes for the next twenty-five years. 
That, he stated, is a minimum building program for current 
need and population increase. 

ABILITY 'l'O PAY 

contrasted to the demonstrated r1eed is the people's 
capacity to pay for better hous!ng. 

According to one source, fifteen per cent of the city-a 
workers average Q30.00 per month; forty per cent average 
~-00 per month; and twenty-five per cent average Ql00.00 
per month. 

Thus, in the capital city where 'wages are highest, 
eighty per cent of the workers earn Ql00.00 or less per 
month. 

In the rural areas, prior to the Agrarian Reform, the 
11.verage peasant family Income was estimated at Ql00.00 
per year. 

Measured by ability to pay, comfortable and hygienic 
nousing is out of reach for the majority. 
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AID NEEDED 

Government assistance for a solution of the housing 
problem has been recognized as necessary since the ending 
of the dictatorship in 1944. Since then, 1,106 dwelllngs have 
been built directly with government funds and 572 are now 
under construction. 

Federal funds have been available on small scale for 
financing private building. 

These government efforts llave not been sufficient. 

The National Committee on Housing has proposed that 
a permanent government agency be set up with broad 
powers to deal with the housing shortage. 

It is pointed out that the Agrarian Rerorm ls already 
resulting in substantially increased incomes in the rural 
areas and that the proposed federal agency could assist 
peasants who wish to improve or replace their homes on 
a self-help basis by giving advice and making small loans. 

Such an agency could cooperate with large farmers, in­
dustrialists, and mining companies which now supply dwell­
ings for their workers In a program to improve those homes. 
It could assist with planning and financing those munici­
palities which undertake slum clearance programs. It could 
help privately financed building with research and experi­
mentation leading to better design and construction methods: 
provide credit for middle income families for home building; 
and encourage local production of certain building materials 
now imported at high costs. 

If the committee's recommendations are adopted, the 
proposed agency would construct and manage low rental 
homes for those whose income is so low as to make purchase 
impossible. Some experience in building and operating such 
projects has been accumulated. The government built 
''Colonla 20 de Octubre" consists of 204 modest adobe 
homes that rent for ~-00 per month. 

Such an agency, concerned with housing in all its ram­
ifications, is the logical culmination of government ef­
forts since 1944 to eliminate sub~tandard housing and 
achieve minimum standards of decency and comfort in homes 
for its people. 

Viewed against the total housing problem, the recent 
opening of Las Victorias is more than just modern new 
homes for ninety-four families. 

Las Victorias has introduced standards and methods 
that point a new direction in housin~ the people. 

Big Cotton Crop 
Guatemala, which formerly imported raw cotton, this 

year will witness a record breaking crop of more than 4,000 
tons. This estimate, based on field inspections made in the 
Pacific lowlands and the department of Zacapa, indicates 
that the needs ·of local processers will be met without 'the 
need to· Import cotton. 

Next year, according to the Ministry of Agrlcultur~, 
Guatemala wll] have cotton for export. 

Pe=nts take possession of uncultivated la~ in Bax­
ta Rosa. Thia scene ts twical of many ta1cing place in 
every part of the nation as the agrarian reform continues 
to P14t idle lands to work, stimulate production of diversi. 
fted c-rops, and gi,;e a Zi1'ing to /Orn'l$rly landleaa farm 
workers. 

Largest Land Transfer 
Nearly 200.000 acres of uncultivated land expropriated 

from the Compaftia Agricola de Guatemala, subsidiary of the 
United Fruit Co., were parceled out to more than 23,000 
peasants and farm workers on November 15. The company 
will be paid for the unuSed land in long term bonds at the­
declared tax value of the property in accordance with the• 
law. The bonds are fully guaranteed by the government 
of Guatemala. . 

The delivery of this land was the largest single dis_. 
tribution of lands made since the inception of. the agrarian 
law. The thousands of landless peasants and farm workers 
benefited will receive the loans necessary to put the land 
into production from the newly created National Farm Bank. 
Technical advice and other assistance will be offered by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the National Agrarian Depart~ 
ment. 

The expropriation of the land, formerly a part of the 
Pacific coast holdings of the fruit company, was protested 
by the company and was recently the subject of diplomatic 
interchange between the lJnited States state department and 
the government of Guatemala. • 

Th~ United Fruit Co. had protested that there was 
discrimination in the enforcement of the Agrarian Reform 
law, but as one of the speakers at the ceremony of parceling 
out UFCO's acres explained, the National Agrarian Depart­
ment Is following the law to the letter, without distinction 
as to nationality nor to political affiliations. 

Among Jandholders already expropriated are the Minister 
of Agricu~ture, Nicolas Brol, and the Guatemalan ~bassador 
to Wash~gton, Guillermo Toriello. Soon to lose 1700 acres 
under the terms of the law is the president or tbe republic, 
Jacobo Arbenz. 
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National Farm Bank Opens 

October 20, the ninth anniversary of Guatemala's dem­
ocratic government, was celebrated by the formal openin~ 
of the Banco Nacional Agrario, the national farm bank au­
thorized by congress last July to Implement the Agrarian 
Reform lbw . • 

An overflow crowd of farm and city workers filled the 
bank building and the street in front for the inaugural 
ceremonies. 

Pres .. ,JacOboArbenz and' his .staff attended. Speakers 
were Major Alfonso Martinez, chief of the National Agrarian 
Department; Alfonso Bauer Paiz, president of the new bank; 
Marco Antonio Soto, representing farm workers' organiza­
tions; and Jose Alberto Cardoza, speaking for organized 
labor. 

• The bank has an initial capital of Ql0.000.000. An au­
tonomous institution, its primary purpose is to extend credits 
to aid agrioultaral -productio~. primarily for the small farm 
economy in general and especially for the new independent 
farmers created by the land reform law. 

As Major Martinez· stated In his inaugural address, 
" ... delivering the land does not by itself solve the problem 
of the peasants. In addition, they need help to be able to 
plant and harvest on their own account. The national 
agrarian bank is the basic institution for giving· that help. 
The credits given to the peasants will allow them to culti­
vate the land without mortgaging their crops in advancP to 
usurers and profiteers." 

In a previous bulletin it: was pointed out that a survey 
into rural credit practices made by the National Indian 
Institute had uncovered interest rates of as high as 175% 
per month. 

Loans carrying such exhorbitant rates were u11ually very 
small loans against the security of a crop ready to harvest. 

In some cases, small farmers in need of cash sold th.eir crops 
in advance of the harvest for much less than their value. 

The new bank will correct many such abuses. For 
example, among the first loans made were those to thirty­
five peasants of Villa Nueva for harvestinJ:( small cro!:>s 
of corn and tomatoes. A loan period of four months allows 
those borrowers time to harvest and sell their crops before 
repayment. Small loans of that type could not well be made 
except by a specialized bank. 

Q2,000,000 is earmarked for loans for harvesting crops 
during the balance of the year. The crops are principally 
corn, rice, beans, cotton, cane, cocoa, peanuts and yuca. By 
November 7, 4,838 loan applications had been received by' 
the new bank. 

Befot:e the opening of the new bank, many of tnose 
receiving land under the agrarian reform had been assisted 
by loans from the National Agrarian Department, INFOP, 
and Credito Hlpotecario Nacional. Credito Hipotecario Na­
cional has loaned Q2,582,894 to beneficiaries of the land 
reform. 

The bank will have offices in Guatemala City, Qtietzal.' 
tenango, Mazatenango, Cfl'iquimula; and Coban. Two special 
agencies will serve the deP,artmerits of Peten_ a~d IzabaL 
Thus local servlcP. will be available In every part of • (he: 
country. 

Land Reform Continues 

Through October 31, 426 uncultivated farms had been 
expropriated under the terms of the Agrarian Reform Uw_. 
Former owners of the land have received Q3,376,663.59 In 
interest bearing bonds for the approximately 672,000 aeres 
involved in the transf~r. Payments for the land condemned 
are made at the declared tax value. 

Expropriation of unused land is continuing, according to 
the National Agrarian Department, the executive agency of 
the reform law. 

During sixteen months since the beginning of the land 
reform, many thousands Qf peasants have received and are 
working the formerly idle lands. 

The evils of the semi-feudal agricultural system prior 
to the land reform were the backward farming methods 
and low production, a coffee monoculture, and a latifundist 
landholding system conducive to peonage which held out 
of production large areas of arable land. 

Under the land reform. agriculture has become diversi. 
fied, more food for home consumption is being produced, 
overall volume of production has been increased, and private 
initiative has been stimulated. Living standards are rising. 

If you wish to receive this bulletin please send your name andaddress to P.O. Box 107, Guatemala City, 
Guatemala, or to Embassy of Guatemala: 1614 18 th Street N. W., Washington, D. C. - Guatemalan Con­
sulate: 408 So. Spring St. Los Angeles lS, California. - Guatemala Consulate: SO Rockefeller Plaza, Suite 14SO, 
New York 20, New York. - Guatemalan· Consulate: 801-802 Pan American Building, P. 0. Box 1286 New 
Orleans 10, Louisiana. - Guatemalan Consulate: 416 Market Street, San Francisco 5; Calif omia. 
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MEXICANS STANDTAKE 
On April 1, 1953, the government of Guatemala formally 

protested to the United Nations against a "succession of 
developments in recent years which demonstrate the inten­
tien Of certain international political circles to intervene 
openly In the domestic affairs of Guatemala, thus denying 
the right of self determination of peoples which is one of 
the basic principles of the United Nations." 

In entering this protest into the record "to be available 
as evidence in the event of an attempt, on the part of those 
who are pursuing these tactics, to infringe by force the 
territorial inviolability and national independence of Gua­
temala," the government cited anti-Guatema}an activities of 
United States corporations operating in Guatemala, the 
abortive armed uprising, of March 1953 supported from 
abroad, the subversive activities of a former United States 
ambassador in Guatemala, a public call for intervention 
made by a former official of the U. S. State Department, 
the pressure put on some nearby countries designed to 
create animosity toward Guatemala, and the press campaign 
in the United States and other countries which has tried to 
paint Guatemala as an "outpost of Soviet Communism on 
the American continent" and a "spearhead" of the U. S. S. R. 
against the United States. 

SLANDER CAMPAIGN GROWS 

Since that protest, the systematic campaign of press 
calumnies emanating from the United States has increased 
in volume and virulence. New charges, also without found­
ation in fact, have been made to the effect that Guatemala 
threatens the security of the Panama Canal and that the 
Caribbean has become a Soviet lake. These and other similar 
falsifications try to take advantage of present strained world 
relations to inflame American public opinion against Gua­
temala. 

Much of this false and tendentious propaganda is address­
ed to other countries of Latin America, both in an effort 
to influence their domestic policies and to isolate Guate­
mala from the community of American republics. 

~ Bts-tbaseless propaganda must be expected at times to 
boomerang. Such has been the case of the hostile publicity 
effort against Guatemala in Mexico. 

WITH GUATEMALA 
MEXICANS REACT 

The press of that great American nation which borders 
both the United States and Guatemala has recently published 
an extraordinary declaration carrying the signatures of 
many distinguished Mexican leaders In the f:elds of education, 
science, literature, philosophy, government, and art. 

The statement, freely translated, follows: 
"In the neighboring and sister republic of Guatemala, 

the democratic way of life was restored by the popular 
movement of October 1944. On that date a new era In the 
history of the sister country, a country which had suffered 
from some of the cruelest dictatorships In the Americas, 
was inftiated within clearly outlined political principles. 

"The Guatemalan people and government are strength­
ening their consciousness of nationhood, are launching the 
most equitable and necessary measures, and, after a lag of 
a half century, are creating for the first time In their history 
the laws and institutions which make democracy possible; 
laws and institutions such as the Labor Code, Social Security, 
and the Agrarian Reform. Since the October revolution which 
ended the bloody dictatorships, a genuine resurgence is 
operating in Guatemala, and its spirit manifests itself In 
all social, political, economic, and cultural activities. 

"Under the dictatorships, the frontier between Guate­
mala and Mexico was closed by Guatemalan despots and the 
people of the two: countries had almost no contacts or 
relations of any kind. The situation changed completely 
in 1944. The drawing together of our people and govern­
ments each day becomes deeper, more real, and more active I 

in all its aspects. 
"Today Guatemala is one of the freest and most vigorous 

nations of the continent. Because of this it f!nds itself 
engaged, as iS Mexico, in democratic development, and in the 
strengthening of the most sincere friendships with all peoples 
and especially with those of our country and the other 
American countries. 

"It is our desire, to which we will give all our best 
c:ndeavors, to strengthen such fraternal fr:endship by active 
contacts and cultural and economic -interchanges for the 
benefit of both peoples. Friendship and understanding are 
already very deep because each day we better understand 
the true situation of Guatemala. 
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''We wish to express to Guatemala our most fervent in a~~ord ..,ith\its 1laws and sovereigp right ·t.o.,~~f~~- ~e 
solidarity. In. Mexico, which has had so many sad experiences patrimony of lta • people and fight tof !he .full .coriqu~l of 
in ita struggle for sovereignty, the enemy propaganda their independence. 

~~ted-:•t.-(lqatemala ,enjoys no.: preJtig~. 
"The serious nature of the dang,r 'Qf (~reign i~'.\:enti9n 

• •~we also wish the ~ple iind goverrµnent of,Cua.temala against Guatemala, denoun,<;ed.-by \jt~. g9ver-~m°fflt"e'ariy'in 
fb.~OY/that in.icriar countt:,y fair min4e<)~ot ~tt~ April thl!c year ~fore_. the ~'.1.itcd~~~ri.~.,_~nd'-1ts'·"Sec~~ty 

-an4. 'tlemocratlc st,JJ,time.nts look wj_th admiration and w_,1'QlUI. Council, qas be~me m,tcns_1_fr,1~t,~t'.f~i_;j~· ~-~~t:;.;1a­
to the gains of Guatemala which are a stimulus to the fight temala· in •applying Its laws''t?M-~:. ~--unconstttut'fonal 
for demcx;racy and independence for the Mexican people exceptions, and because its people and its government stant· 
and all the peoples of the continent. up to oppose the attacks they suffer today. 

"T~ay Guatemala faces the threat of foreign interven­ "We men and women of Mexico, of different political 
tion managed and directed by those monopolies which opinions and beliefs but supporting the democratic develop­
conspire to destroy the democratic progress of the country ment of our people; understand that the fight of Guatemala 
and are opposed to the measures which Guatemala has taken is closely and indissolubly linked to the cause of Mexican 

President and Mrs. Arbenz are honored guests at opening of new highway between Quetzaltenango and Totonicapan, 
part of the four year highway plan. 



democracy; and we take careful note of the threats to liberty 
involved in foreign maneuvers which tend to unloose armed 
aggression against the Guatemalan people. 

"Those of us who join together in spite of differences 
of opinion and political convictions to lend solidarity and 
suport to a brother people with whom we are united by i.n­
destructible ties a.nd common ideals of progress and liberty 
caJJ upon all Mexicans who share these same ideals to express 
their firm support of the Guatemalan people and take part 
in forming an extensive national entity for solidarity and 
friendship with Guatemala. 

"We address our fellow countrymen, calling upon them 
to express their solidarity and friendship in the most varied 
forms, and to subscribe to this document as a testimony of 
their love for the cause of democracy and national sover­
eignty, the banner of which the Guatemalan people have so 
valiantly unfurled." 

Mexico City, December 14, 1953. 

Profesor Ram6n Alcorta Guerrero. llcenclado Alonso Airullar ocono­
mlsta. fundador del Banco de Comerclo Exterior; protesora Herminia 
Aguilar Vbquez, secretarla auxlUar de la Con(ederacl6n nacional cam­
peslna; profesora Consuelo Aguirre C. l.ngenlero Isabel Cisneros A. 1,cen­
ciado Manuel Aguirre Colorado. plntor lgnaclo Aguirre. plntor David 
Alfaro S:queiros. perlodlsta Jose A:varado. Manuel .\lvarez !lravo, ~ot6-
grato: perlodista Ernesto Alvarez No'asco. protesor Lub F. Amaya, pin­
tor Ra(II Anguiano. llcenclado Francisco Arellano Belloc. M6xlmo Arre­
chea, Bernardo Arrl,:,ta. escultor Ignacio Asunsolo, doctor Carlos Ayala, 
protesora Angeles AlvelAez de C6rdova. grabador Alberto Beltr6n, escrl• 
tor Fernando Benitez, protesor Jos(J F. Benitez. otlclal mayor de la 
Con!ederoci6n naclo11al campeslna: grabador Angel Bracho. Ucenclado 

Alberto Bremnuntz. magistrado del Tribunal superior de justlcla del 
Dlstrlto y terrltorios (aderales; pro!esora A. Balllnas Gurrlu. profesor 
Jost! Burgoa Garcia. secretano general de la Seccl6n XXlX del Slndicato 
nacional de trabajadores de la educacl6n; perlodista Juan Manuel Berlan­
g3, plntor Jorge Vest. 

Arqultecto Ra(ll Cacho, ireneral de brigada Roberto Calvo Ramirez, 
llcenclodo R6mulo Cslzada Hem6ndez, doctor Jorge Carrl6n, escrltor y 
perlodista: Aar6n Castillo Marin, doctor Ismael Cosio Villegas. plntora 
o·ga Costa, doctor& Ester Chapa, plntor Jos.\ Ch6vez ~lorado. escultor 
Federico Cane'51, plntor MIKuel Cobarrubias. Ucenclado Jose Luis Cecefla, 
economlsta: lkenciado Alejandro Carrillo, exsecretarlo general del de­
partamento del Dlstrlto Federal: profesor Daniel Cavazos G., Jere de 
Mlsl6n cultural de la Secretar!a de educac16n pOblioa: profesor David 
Pr6spero Cardona, Inspector tt!cnlco escolar; escultor Tomb Chivez 
Morado, lngenlero Ell de Gortarl, catedr6tlco de la Facultad de Filosofla 
y tetras de la UNAM; escrltor Juan de la Cabada. arqultecto Enrique de 
la Mora y P. Mixlmo de Le6n Garza. dirlgente Juvenll: periodlsta Ro­
dolfo Dorantes, Juan Manuel Elizondo exsenador de lo republica: profe­
sor Al!onso Fablla, lndigenisto y escrltor: doctor Bernardo Flschleder. 
Fernando Floros B .. secretarlo general del Slndlcato industrial de traba­
Jadores de artes ir,61icas (CTM); doctora Marla Eugenia Flores. pin tor 
Oscar S. Frias. llcenciado Carlos Fuentes. subdlrector de dl!usl6n cultural 
de la Unlversldad Naclonal aut6noma de Mexico: Pro!. Guillermo :'er­
nAndez H., director de escuelas secundarlas federal; profesor &. de la 
Fuente. director de escuela secundarla federal. 

Fernand~ Gambol. .nuse6irra!o. R. Garcia Bravo. grabador Arturo 
Garcia Busto,. llcenclado Luis Garcia Carrlllo. llcenciado Ignacio •~arc!a 
T6t:ez, exsccretarlo de i,obernaci6n, exdlrector general del !nstltuto 
mexlcano del seguro social; licenciado Jaime Garcia Terr~. director de 
dllusl6n ~ultural de la Unlversldad naclonal aut6noma de M6xlco: doctor 
Luis Garrido, exrector de la Unlversldad naclonal aut6noma de M6xico; 
pro!esor y senador Jesus Gil R .. doctor& Paula G6mez A:onso. cxdJrectora 
de la Escue.la naclonal de maestras: llcenclado Enrique Gonz!lez C&sa­
nova, escritor Pab'.o Gonz!lez C&sanova, profesor Federico Gonz61ez Gallo. 
secretario general de la Seccl6n de Nayarlt del Slndlcato nacional de 
tr11bajadores de la educacl6n: J. Reluglo Gonz6lez, presldent,e de la Fe· 
deracl6n nacional de estudiantes tl-cnlcos; plnt.>r Jos6 Gordlllo. profesor 
Antonio Guerrero Gonzilez, •ecretario general de la Secc16n do Baja 
California Sur del Slndicato nacional de trabajadores de la educacl6n: 
plntor Xavier Guerrero. p!ntor Jes(ls Guerrero Galvlln. profesor Angel £. 
Guerrero. Tonatlub GuUerrez. campe6n de natac!6n; doctora Carlota 
Guzmlln. doctora Eulalia Guzman. ontrop6loga: doctor Ignacio GonzAlez 
Guun,n, exdlrector de la Escuela naclonal de medlclna de la UNAM: 
Miguel Guardia. crltlco teatral; plntor Luis Garcia Robledo, escultor 
<,ustavo Gutl<!rrez. 

Astr6nomo Guillermo Haro. director dcl Observatorio de Tonantzin• 
tla, mlembro del Colegio naclonal; llcenclado Hector Hern6ndez casano­
va. escr!tor Andr6s Henestrosa. Jete del Departamento de llteratura del 
lnstltuto nacional de belles artes; profesor Luis Hern6ndez Vald68, 

(Continued on last page) 

Presidc11t Jacobo Arbenz, himself a farmer, goes to grass 
roots to discuss progress of the Agraria11 Reform with one 

of its beneficiaries. 

Government Aids Farmers 

The ministry of agriculture is mobilizin_c: its several 
departments to participate in a campaig-n for better farm 
methods in 1954. 

In adrlWon to technical aid, machinery will be loaned 
and rented, five million seedlings will be dis'.ributed for 
reforestation, ornamentation, and orchards. 4,000 pure bred 
chickens will be distributed. dairy farmers will be aided by 
breeding stations and cattle testing and treatment. an<I 
another 20,000 acres will be hrought unrtcr the soil ron­
scrvation program. 

The NACIMIENTO, an arrangement of figures and objects 
ill re-creation ot_ the birth of Christ is typical of Chri.stmu~ 
in Guatem.au.1. Priest blesses 11acimie11toin headquarters of 
the Second Corps of the Civil Guard, federal police force. 

https://Escue.la
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Mexicanslake Stand with Guatemala Social Security Resume 
(C,mtinued from page 3.), 

prof.,,,or Luis Herrera Mont.s, profesor Francisco Hinojosa Guerrero, 
poet.a Efrain Huerta, HCretario 1eneral de! Cl:>nsejo naclonal de partlda·
rlos de la paz; l!cenclada Mireya B. de Huert.., pruldenta de la Un16n 
democr6Uca de mujeres mexlcanas: llcenclado lCavler lcaza, escrltor 
J05i lturrlaga, general de dlvlsl6n Heriberto Jara, exsecretarlo de ma• 
rlna, expresldente de: Partido de la Revolucl6n Mexlcana, pruldente 
de! Consejo naclonal de partldarlos de la paz; Julia Jlm6nez Alarc6n, 
pres!denta de la Socledad de atumnos de la Escuela naclonal de maes­
tras: Mols6s A. Jlmt!nez. 

Llcenclado Horacio Labastlda, exrector de la Unlversldad de Puebla; 
ln,enlero Jos6 Domingo Lavin, expresldente de la Cimara naclonal de 
la lndustria de transformacl6n; Jtcenclado Vicente Lombardo Toledano, 
presldente de la CTAL y de! Partido Popular, vlcepresldente de la Fede• 
racl6n slndlcal mundlal; llcenciado Francisco L6pez Cimara, Jorie L6-
pez P6e-&. subjefe del Departamento de cooperacl6n lntelectual de la 
Secretarla de educacl6n p(lbllca; doctor Luis L6pez Ga:v,n, exsubdlrector 
de la Escuela naclonal de medicine rural del JPN; llcenclado Rafael 
L6pos Malo, plntora Rina Lazo, profesor Jes(ls Lazcano, director de es­
cuela secundaria; profesor Arturo de Luna Menchaca, representante na­
clonal de escuelu normales en el SNTE; profesor Pedro Loredo Orte1a. 
presldente del Se&uro del maestro: profesor Jos6 R. Mutloz, secretarlo 
geperal de I~ seccl~n de Coahulla del Slndlcato naclonal de trabajado­
res de la educ.acl6n; llcenclado B. Menabrlto, Joaquin MacGr6gor, escrl­
tor; Jos6 Manclsldor: llcendado Alfonso Magall6n, senador Luis C. Man­
jarrez, ln&enlero Manuel Marcue Pardlflas, director de la revlsta "Pro­
blernas Agrlcolas e lndustrlales de M6xlco"; doctor Gustavo Medrano, 
profesor Rafael M6ndez Aguirre, exdlrector general de educacl6n prl­
marta· en la rep(lbllca. catedrAtlco del lnstttuto Pollt6cnlco Naclonal; 
lngenlero Manuel Meza Andraca, doctor Ignacio MJl1'n. arqultecto Julio 
Moctezuma. Marco Arturo Montero, escrltor Rafael F. Mui\oz, grabador 
Francisco Mora, grabador Leopoldo M6ndez, profesor Leobardo Martinez 
Cort6s, profesora Ana May6s, Antonio May6s Navarro. exsenador de la 
repObllca; profesor Felipe Mendez, secretarlo de organlzacl6n de! comlt6 
naclonal de! Slndlc11to naclona: de trabajadores de la educacl6n; profesor 
Ram611 C. Mendoz11. secretarlo de contllctos: perlodl.sta Eugenio M(lzqulz, 
profesor Ignacio M6rquez Rodll:es. doctor Carlos Augusto M6ndez, direc­
tor de la Escuela naclonal de medlcl.na rural del lnstltuto Pollt6cnlco 
Naclonal. 

Doctor Carlos Noble, director de la Unldad de neumologla del Instt­
tuto mexlcano del seguro social; profesor Daniel Ortiz Esquivel, auxillar 
del comlt6 naclonal de! Slndlcato naclonal de trabajadores de la edu­
cacl6n; plntor y arqulte:to Juan O'Gorman, Arturo Orona, dirigente 
campeslno; plntor Jorge Orte1a, Francisco de la Pella. Mauro Palomares 
arqultecto. Alejandro Prieto, periodista Alltonlo Prieto, dlsei\adora c:ara 
Porcet, perlodlsta Manuel 0. Padr6s, director del dlarlo "El Popular"; 
escrltor Ernesto Prado, poeta C&rlos Pelllcer, mlembro de la Academia 
mexlcana de la lengua; Ramlro Puch Poot, exsecretarlo 1eneral de la 
Federacl6n naclonal de estudlantes tknlcos. 

Jngenlero Luis Rivera T .. astr6nomo. rubdlrector de! Observatorio de 
Tona:itzlntla; licenc!ado y senador Luis I. Rodriguez. exembaJador en 
Guatemala; doctor Samuel Ramos. exdlrector de la Facultad de flloso­
fla y tetras de la UNAM; Marla Efra!na Rocha, dlrlgente femenll; profe­
sor Jos6 Reyes Ayala. representante naclonal de! maglsterlo de segunda 
ensei\anza tor6nea en el SNTE; perlodlsta Carlos R Juanco. Enrique Rami­
rez y Ramirez, perlodista y dlrlgente politico; perlodlsta Gregorio Rosa. 
Herrero, plntora Fanny Rabel. Hcenclado Pedro Rojas, plntor Diego 
Rivera, profesor Ismael Rodriguez Arag6n, exdlrector de la Escuela na­
cional de maestros; profesora Raquel Roblela, doctor Altonso Rivera, 
profesor Jesus Romero Flores, htstorlador y dlputado constltuyente de 
1917; doctor Horacio Rubio Palacios, presldente de la Socledad mexlcana 
de tlslologla: arqultecta Ruth Rivera, Samuel Ruiz Mora. presldente
do 111 Confedcracl6n de j6venes mexlcanos; doctor Antonio Rios Varga., 
director ejecutivo de la Asoclacl6n mexlcana de hosplta!es, director 
de la Comlsl6n naclonal de hospltales de la Secretarla de satubrldad Y 
aslstencla; profesor Rogelio Rosas Jacobo, Prof. Ambrosio Rubio Can­
de:as, secretario auxlllar del comlt6 nacional del Slndlcato naclonal de 
trabajadores de la educacl6n. 

Profesor Indaleclo H. 8'yago. core6grafa Rocio Sa11a6n, Felipe S6n­
chez Acevedo, dlrlgente textll; plntor Rosendo Soto, lngeniero Cuauht6-
moc Salazar, licenclado Modesto 86nchez V., exdirector de la Escue!a 
naclonal de maestros: Ricardo S&lgado Corral, profesor y dlputado En• 
rlque W. SAnchez, dl.rlgente nacional maglsterla:; profesor Francisco 
SaFnu. ,ec~"•"rlo de conmctos de la seccl6n de Slnaloa del SNTE; llcen­
clado Lub 5'nchez Pont6n. exsecretarlo de educacl6n p<ibaca, exem­
baJador; doctor Samuel Salinas Quinard, profesor Juan Pablo 8'1nz A., 

From January, 1948 through June, 1953, 134,503 workers 
had been treated for accidents on and off the job in centers 
of the Guatemalan Social Security Institute. Hundreds of 
mothers and children have been cared for In the Centro 
Materno Infantil which opened its 200 bed maternity hospital 
May 1, 1953 and now operates mobile units for maternity and 
child care in Guatemala City and nearby towns. 

The Social Security directly operates 49 medical units 
which include 19 hospital centers, 9 clinics, 12 first aid 
centers, and 9 pharmaceutical dispensaries. 

In addition it has contracts for care of covered workers 
with local doctors in eight towns, and contracts with 15 
national hospitals. three private hospitals, and with the 
hospital of the Guardia Civil. Services are contracted in 
areas where Social Security does not have its own instal­
lations. 

Since 1948, Q 4,767,562.22 (Quetzal at par with the 
dollar) has been spent for medical and hospital services. 
Q 1,588,939.62 has been paid out in cash benef:ts to workers 
for time lost as the result of accidents on or off the job. 

239,265 workers are covered by Social Security. Revenue 
is derived from a tax based on payrolls and paid jointly by 
workers, employers, and federal government. 

Loans to Farmers 
The first credits issued by the branch of the National 

Land Bank in Mazatenango were granted in December to 
peasants of Pueblo Nuevo Tiquisate for the harvest of their 
cotton crops. 

In an informal speech to the farmers gathered to receive 
their loans, Fonseca Penedo, manager of the bank's branch, 
said, "The money of this' bank is yours, but you must use 
it wisely to make the land produce. The bank will back you 
at any time you need credit." 

presldente de 111 com.lsl6n naclonal de educac16n del Slndlcato naclonal 
de trabajadores de la educacl6n; escrltor JOH Tlquet, lngenlero y 1e6-
grafo Jorge L. Tamayo, escultor Jorge Tovar, profesor Jes(ls Teja An• 
drade, ge_norsl Adalberto rejeda. exsecretarlo de irobernacl6n, exgober­
nador de Veracruz: F. Tinajero, Manuel Terrazas, d.lrector del per16dlco 
"La Ven de M6xico .. : perlodlsta Paulino Velbque-., escultor Alberto de 
la Vega, Luu Vllloro. catedr6tlco de la Universldad de Gua11.ajuato; 
&e6&rafo Jorge A. Viv6, doctor Gulllermo Vlllaborda, llcenclado Victor 
Manuel Vlllaseflor, J. Encarnacl6n Vald6s, dirlgente politico; arqultecto 
Enrique YAtlez: plntor Alfredo Zalce; llcenclado Carlos Zapata Vela; 
perlodista Adelina Zendejas. 

. If you wish to receive this bulletin please send your name and address to P. 0. Box 107, Guatemala 
Ci~, Guatemala, or to Embassy of Guatemala: 1614 18th Street N. W., Washington. D. C. - Guatemalan Con­
sulate: 408 So. Spring St. Los Angeles lS, California. - Guatemala Consulate: 30 Rockefeller Plaza, Suite 
1480, New York 20, New YMk. - Guatemalan Consulate: 301-30~ Pan American Building, P. O. Box 1286 
New Orleans 10, Louisiana. - Guatemalan Consulate: 416 Market Street, San Francisco 5, California. 
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GUATEMALAHOST TO UNIVERSITIES 
PERMANENT ASSOCIATIONSEAT OF LATIN AMERICAN 

Last month the Union of Latin American Universities 
meeting in Chile selected Guatemala as the permanent seat 
.of their organization. This 
. smallest American nations, 
decade ago. 

Guatemala once had a 
knowing that free schools 
.w.isely arranged affairs so 
inside of a school during 

honor to Guatemala, one of the 
could not have been foreseen a 

dictator named Cabrera who, 
arc the enemies of tyrants, 

that few Guatemalans saw the 
his regime; although all were 

ttee. to admire temples dedicated to the goddess onearning, 
Minerva, which he built throughout the country. . 

. Guatemala's last d:ctator, Ubico, made no pretense of 
interest in schools or education. He seldom put his foot 
in a school. His interest was in his army and his prisons. 

PEOPLE ELECT TEACHER 

The pe.ople of Guatemala chose as their first democratic 
presidfnt,. after the 1944 revolution in which university 
stttdents and professors played a prominent part, Dr. Juan 
Jose Arevalo, a professor. 

Dr. Arevalo Initiated a program of new schools, raised 

Unfrers-ity o/,S<ffl Carlo, in (h.,.atemala.101&ere First Congress 
of Latin America,i Unit"ersities was uld in 1949. 

the salaries and standards of teachers, and led a renaissant:c 
in education. His work was continued and expanded l>Y 
President Jacobo Arbenz, the second and preaeht 
constitutional president . 

Thus,. it was not strange that the Union of Latin 
American Universities meeting in Chile November 23 •to 
Drcember 4 last year should select Guatemala as the 
permanent headquarters of their organization. 

ALL OF LATIN AMERICA 

Guillermo Coto Conde, secretary of the Union, ·upon 
n•turning to his headquarters in Guatemala from the 
assembly in Chile, sa:d, "The Second Congress and the First 
General Assembly of the Union of Latin American tinfvers­
ities was one of the most important cultural events of recent 
years In Latin America. For the second time -tne first 
was in Guatemala in 1949- the greatest a1,1thorities from 
the highest cultural centers of Latin America met with 
absolute independence and no outside interference of. any 
kind to discuss the common problems of their university 
centers in their own languages, Spanish and Portuguese. 

Universit:9 of Chtle, host to most recent congress, the Second 
Congres.i of Latin American Universities, 195.,. 
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"All the countril's of Latin America without excl·ption 
Wl'rl' present at this conference wh'ch about three hundrl'd 
delegat«'s from more than sixty universities attended. That 
number includes observers sent by univerliities of Europe, 
{;~I~<t,,"ft;ti$, aad :'~.-adi. and :·by international organ)aa­
lior*,' suctua,; tbe Udltiia Nati~na. the Organization ofAIA,e­
_Ti~n S~~es. :al'lft the I&~rnatipnal As9oclatlo~ ot \Jni,...,rs-

Erecutit,e Council of Union. Left to right; Guillermo Coto 
Conde, 11ecretary, Pro/. Jt.1an Gomez Milla,, presidenf, Dr. 

Carlo, Martinez Duran, dee president. 

ities of which the Union of Latin American Universities is 
an associate regional member." 

BEGAN TN GUATEMALA 

'fhe pn.•vious Guatemala ml'cting to which Mr. Coto 
Conde referred was that of September 1949 in which twenty. 
rour universities of Bolivia, Costa Rica, CUba, Chlfe, Ecua­
dor, El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras. Mexico, Panama, Uru­
guay, and Guatemala were represented by delegates to what 
was the first Congress of Latin AmC'rican UniversitiC's. 

Every Latin American universit)· was invited; state 
and private universitil's, autonomous and semi.autonomous . 
.secular and Catholic. In addition .to the delC'gates, nine 
observers from as many United ,s(ates universities were 
present. Universities of Belgium, France, Italy, and Israel 
sent observers. ~o observl'rs attended on behalf of 
UNESCO. 

That first congress grew out of action taken in 1948 
at the Congress of Central American Uni\·ersities held In 
El Salvador. Acting on a proposal of the American Institute 
of University Relations and Research of the University of 
Santiago in Chile, the El Salvador gathering selected Gua­
temala City as the scene of the first Conrress of Latin 
American Universities. 

GOVERNMENT GAVE FUNDS 

Upon the University of San Carlos in Guatemala, wtth 
the full financial support and cooperation of the Guatemalan 

r,ove1·nment headed by Dr. Arevalo, fell the task of organiz­
ing and directing the first representative University 
Congress. 

In the free intellectual atmosphere of Guatemala the 
Congress was a complete success. Diverse points of view 
were freely debated and from the discussion a Charter of 
Latin American Unit-ersities was evolved. The Chorter 
defined the objecti\'es of Latin American Universities, the 
&cope of university educatipn, the rights and duties of 
profrssors and students, and the need for administration 
and finances free from political interference. 

The first resolution approved by the Congress condemned 
the dictatorial governmt•nts existing in Spanish America; 
opposed the interference of any govl'rnmC'nt in (rec teaching; 
took a stand against remnants or the European colonial 
system still existing in AmC'rica, the Monroe Doctrine notwith­
standing; and rl'commendc'1 that the universltiC's study the 
tc•i-ritorial probll'ms of the continent. 

FIRST LEADERS 

Upon the initiative of Cuba and Chile, the Congress 
t•stablished the Union of Latin American Universities and 
selected Guatemala as the provisional headquarters of the 
executive council. 

Dr. Carlos Martinl'z Duran, former rector of the 
l 1nivl'uity of San Carlos in Guatemala, headed the council 
a~ presidl'nt. Vice-presidents were Dr. Luis Garr:do, rector 
of the National Autonomous University of Mexico, and Dr. 
Octavio Mendez Pereira, rector of the Univl'rsity of Panama. 
Guillermo Coto Conde, a Costa Rican, graduate economist 

Union', secretary, G,dUermo Coto COtlde an aes,ion with 
delegate, from the Catllolic Uttiver.tty of Chile alld tM 

Unn,er,iti, of Bolit1ia at 1ec0tld eottgre11 in Chile. 

of the University of Santiago, Chile, was the executive 
secretary. 

The Union hu offices In Guatemala, a department ot 
Coordination and Promotion of Scientific Research in 
Ml'xico, a department for Coordination of Vacation School.a 
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In Puerto Rico, and a dcpartment of Economic Sciences in 
Chile. 

CURRENT ACTIVITIES 

A magazinc is published in Mexico and a bulletin issued 
from the Guatemalan headquarters. Six volumes in prep. 
aration include a Latin American University directory, a 
study of curricula, a dir('ctory of professors, a unlverstty 
census, a history of Latin American universities, and a work 
on the- organic laws and regulations of the universities. 

The Union organizes general and specialized university 
gatherings; such as those in Mexico in 1951 and 1952, in 
Puerto Rico in 1952, in Honduras in 1953, and in Chile in 
1953. 

NEW OFFICERS 

Officers elected at the recent Chilean assembly are: 
president, Prof. Juan Gomez Millas, rector of the Uni\"ersity 
of Chile; vice-presidents, Dr. Carlos Martinez Duran 01 

Guatemala, former president, and Dr. Octavio Mendez 
Pereira, rector of the University of Panama. Mr. Coto 
Conde was re-elected as general executin• secretary. 

The announcement that Guatemala had been chosen as 
permanent seat of the Union was hailed in this country 
as a vote cf confidence in the ability of Guatemala to 
maintain the freedom of speech, press, and instruction, with­
out discrimination of a religious, political, racial or social 
character, --all of which freedoms are so vital in the 
ml!<'ting place of educators. 

Address: Union de Universiclades Latinoamericanas. 
Apartado Poetal No. 422. 
Guatemala. 

Support from Chile 
A dispatch from Ch~c reads as follows: 

"The Chamber of Deputies of Chile in its session or 
January 6 heard a denunciation by Deputy Armando Mallet, 
socialist, of the sinister military interventionist plot under 
way against Guatemala by the forces who oppose the 
progressive measures of its revolutionary government. 

"In his speech, Deputy Mallet repudiated the conference 
soon to be held at Caracas, Venezuefa, where representatives 
of popular and genuinely democratic regimes will mingle 
,oyith delegates of dictatorial regimes; and at which con­
ference the North American power under the pretext of 
combating communism will try to intervene in Guatemalan 
Internal affairs. 

"Deputy Mallet proposed that the Chamber ask Pres. 
ident Ibanez to instruct the Chilean delegate to the conference 
to oppose absolutely any motion that would signify In­
tervention or aggression against Guatemala. The proposal 
was approved by the dc-mocratic representatives of the 
Chilean people, the Chamber." 

Friends of Guatemala. 
1''ollowing the public appeal to the people of Mexico 

to demonstrate their solidarity with democratic Guatemala 
against the threat of intervention, republished In the last 
issue of this bulletin, a meeting was held in the Palace of 
Bellas Artes in the heart of Mexico City. 

The meeting, which filled the hall, set up the Society 
of Friends of Guatemala. The chairman, Guillermo Haro, 
famous astronomer and director of the Observatories of 
Tonatzintla and Tacubaya, opened the meeting with a 
statement that Mexican experiences made them understand 
that the cause of Guatemala was the cause of all weak and 
oppressed peoples, and the struggles of Guatemala were also 
the struggles of Mexico. 

The new society voted to call upon all the peoples ot 
the continent to express their support of the Guatemalan 
people in their fight against the monopolies. 

Sponsors were: Senators Luis I. Rodriguez and Jesus 
Gil R., Licentiates Francisco Arellano Belloc, Carlos Zapata 
Vela, and Horacio Labastida, Dr. Jorge Carrion, Enrique 
Yanez, architect, Guillermo Haro, astronomer, Jose Domingo 
Lavin, engineer, Carlos Pelllcer, poet, Jorge L. Tamayo, 
er:ginccr, and Jose Mancisidor, writer. 

Messages of support from General Heriberto Jara and 
Alfonso Caso were read at the meeting. A board of directors 
of seventeen promlnl'nt Mexican leaders was elected. 

U. S. Officer Honored 
Col. James M. Higgins, chief of the Inter-American 

Geodetic Service was guest of honor at a reception at the 
National Palace where he was decorated with the Order of 
Quetzal in the grade of Commander on January 12. 

Col. Higgins, working for his governme~t through the 
Geodetic Service, has also served the government of Gua­
temala. His enthusiastic and intense labors have greatly 
speeded the basic work for accurate _O)apping of Guatemala, 
and the example of his disciplined and untiring w_qrk and 
his excellent collaboration with Guatemalan associates well 
merit the distinction given .him by the Guatemalan govern­
ment. 

Image of GuatemaJa 
An exposition of Guatemalan huidicraft, archeologlcat 

objects, paintings, photographs, and literary and musical 
works was presented in Santiago, Ct\\k, under the auspices 
of the Chilean ministers of foreig_' relations and publle 
education. The display, entitled "I~ .91Guatemala", drew 
thousands of visitors during the two w~aof the exhibition, 
December 4 to 20, 1953. Santiago new•pape-rs were enthu­
siastic in their comment. 

At the conclusion of the showing, the colorful textiles, 
baskets, pottery and similar items were donated to the 
Museum of Popular Art of the University of Chlle whose 
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director requested them for display in the "Guatemala Room'' 
of the museum. 

I.n return, Chile has sent material for a similar exhibit 
of Chilean art to be presented soon in the National Palace of 
Guatemala under the title "I.mage of Chile." The Chilean 
display will feature wire recorded messages from such 
Chilean poets and writers as Cruchaga, Santa Maria, Pablo 
Neruda, Ruben Azocar, Juvenclo Valle, Marta Brunet, Laura 
Rodig, Olga Poblete and Maria Flora Yanez. 

The busy g.o-between in the interchange of exhibits was 
Mrs. Ana Maria Hermosillo de Coto Conde, director of the 
Guatemala-Chile Cultural I.nstitute. 

Wiley vs. Guatemala 
Asseverations of Alexander Wiley, chairmar. of the 

foreign affairs committee of the United States senate, 
quoted in the local press January 14, were generally taken 
as part of the "softening up" process directed againsti Gua. 
temala in preparation for the Inter-American congress to 
take place in Caracas, Venezuela. 

His twenty.two point bill of charges accusing individual 
Guatemalans of "communism" was regarded as unwarranted 
interference in internal affairs. 

The following excerpts are taken from an editorial 
appearing in a capital city daily, Nuestro Diar"w, January 16. 

"Mr. Alexander Wiley attacks only individual persons of 
our country, and not to accuse them of crimes, but only to 
say that they are "communists" and oppose the colonial 
pretensions of the United States on a continental and world 
scale. 

. "We ·-arc not able to discuss whether those named in 
the police speech of the North American representative 
are or are not communjsts. We do not possess an ideology 
detector, 11or do we have laws which authorize the state to 
oblige persons to appear and declare their ·political 
affiliation, because Hitler fascism has not been set up in 
our country, and because here the Inquisition is only a 
memory of the sad historical past and not an existing state 
institution. 

. "Against the democratic government, there is no 
other accusation than that it recognizes and guarantees the 
exercise of democratic liberties that had been abolished 
before 1944 by dictatorial governments. 

"It Is only Senator Wiley who argues that from the 
exercise of th~ liberties those citizens accused of up­
holding socialist political doctrine should be excluded, while 
tllose affiliates of fascism and the feudal ideology should 
be' free 'fo meet and express themselves politically. 
• "But the truth is that thOse liberties won in ·1944 are 

the. patrimony of 'all G~atemalans without excluding even 
tii~e who supported and .$~rVe'd the semi.feudal dictatorship 
of General Ubico· ... ;, • 

Landless Benefit 
Idle lands will continue to change hands in 1954 under 

the terms of the Agrarian Reform Law. 
The largest single transfer announced by the National 

Ag1·arian Department since the New Year is that of the 
farm called ta Cajeta y Anexos. 

12,500 acres of unused land will be expropriated from 
this property in San Cristobal. 

The land affected is entirely uncultivated and unimprov. 
ed and is yielding no return to its owner; Lisandro Cardoza 
Castillo. He will be compensated, as have all owners 
surrendering idle lands under the law, with long term bonds. 
Declared tax value is the basis of expropriation valuation. 
Bonds in payment bear interest and are guaranteed by the 
government. 

This land will be parceled out to landless farm·worker's. 
The government sponsored Land Bank will aid the 
beneficiaries with funds to start opera,tions. :¥··, 

Indian Languages 
On September 1, 1953, this bulletin carried a report 

of experiments being conducted in teaching the Kekchi 
Indians to read and. write In their own language. At that 
time alphabets had been prepared for six of the •twenty 
Indian languages spoken in Guatemala, but only in Kekcht 
were text books available. 

Now text books have been prepared in the Cakchiquel 
language and are being used in Balanya and Patzun in the 
department of Chimaltenango. The experimental work is a 
joint project of the Indian Institute a,rid the department 
of Rural Education. • • 

The object is to make the Indians literate in theit own 
language as a shortcut to making them iiterate in Spanish • 
and thus reducing the high, rate of .illiteracy \n the nation.' 
Results in Balanya and Patzun will <letermine' whether 'the 
text. books will .be adopted for wider use; or modtfied, or 
discarded. 

U you wish'to receive this bulletin please send your name and address to P. 0. Box 107, Guatemala· 
City, Guatemala, or to Embassy of Guatemala: 1614 18th Street N. W,, Washington, D. C.·- Guatemalan Con­
sulate: 408 So. Spring St. Los Angeles 1S, California. - Guatemala Consulate: 30 Rockefeller Plaza, Suite 
14S0, New York 20, New York. - Guatemalan Consulate: 301-302· Pan American· Building, P. O. Box· 1286 
New Orleans 10, Louisiana. - Guatemalan Consulate: 416 Market Street, San Francisrco5, California. 



EDWARD L. BERNAYS 

28 £AST 84'1' STR££T 

NEW YORK 21, N. .. Y. 

Tt!:Lll!:PHOHII!: Tl'.MPLE:TON 8-eooo 

March 17, 1954 

My dear Mr. Pearson: 

I have just been given a trans­
lation, back and forth, from English to 
Spanish to English which purports to be 
a paragraph written by you. I thought 
you might care to see it. It was 
published in a Cuban journal, "Bohemia." 

Because of your interest in 
Guatemala, I send you, at the suggestion 
of the United Fruit Company, a copy of 
an international committee r~-ort, 
"Communism versus Progress ):"n Guatemala," 
prepared and published by t..he Nationa~ ' 
Planning Association. I th~wnl 
find it an authoritative and valuable 
document. 

Si(/rely yours, 

EDJRKn.Ls~~ 

Mr. Drew Pearson 
1313 29th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. c. 

Enclosures 

https://EDJRKn.Ls


Translation from "Bohemia" 

"That country (Guatemala) is embarked in 
an intent of agricultural reform that has been 
needed there for a long time. ·I do not believe 
that the Government of Guatemala is communist; 
what happens is that agents of international 
communism, finding a state of affairs 
propitious for their maneuvers within economic 
conditions of the country, try to gain
influence with the people and the government.
In my opinion, agricultural reform is the best 
way to fight communist purposes, inasmuch as 
the marxism existing in that Republic is in a 
great part the result of the situation created 
by monopolistic companies like the United 
Fruit Company which grabbed vast portions of 
land." 



Karch 23, 19'4 

Mr. Edward L. B.rnays
26 East 64th Street 
Bew York 21, Bew York 

Dear llr. Bernays, 

)(any thanks tor the trans­

lation. I certainly appreciate your 

forwarding me a copy ot "Communism 

versus Progress in Guatemala." I 

round it interesting and am glad 

to have a copy tor my tiles. 

Sincerely, 

DPag Drew Pearson 



Alberto Ruiz Cm-denas, 
256 Manor Circle, No. 31 
Washington 121 D.C. 

April 11 1954 

Mr. Drew Pearson, 
1313 29th. St. N.W. 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Mr. Pear son 1 Re a GUATEMALACOMMUNIST 

In the number dated March 7, 1954, of the Cuban magazine "Bohemia", PP, 66, 
there appears a statement of yours, in which you refer to Guatemala. 

You don tt believe the Guatemalan government is communist, and you rather at­
tribute all this noisy tales about Guatemala communist, to the struggle between 
the iovernment with its plans of social impravements in .favor of its people, and 
the long time established :interests o! the monopolistic companies such as the 
arlted Fruit and others, which are being seriously affected by such a governmen­
tal measures. I certa~ agree with you, Mr. Pearson, at all. It is not fair 
to impute Guatemala to be COIIl!lunist because of its sincere social performance.' 
for the mere fact that it affects the interests of any canpany. 

By the way, you know -well, that no communistic regime in aey place of tbe 
world has the support of the people, being this the reason lffl1'all communi~ 
tie regimes are the most brutal dictatorships. Russia, China Colmll.unist., Sche­
coslovaquia, etc. are the most criminal dictatorships. But they are not in 
aey instance the government of the people. The case o~ Guatemala is complete­
~ different. It has now a genuine government of the people overwhelming~ 
supported by- a mojorit7 of Ninety Five per cent of the Guatemalans. Of course., 
since that government is a democratic one, it respects the freedom of everybo­
CV'•Communism also is frJr there, but they- are not a majority, to such an ex.­
tent that they have representativesat the Congress, right now.miyliie,' 

To accuse Guatemala of being communist with the mere purpose of defending 
the interests of the United Fruit, I believe, Mr. Pearson, is not a good poli­
cy• I think sincerely., that there 1r0uld be many better ways to reach an ef­
fective understanding with that country. On the contrary., all the results will 
be a negative reaction among the people of that countey-., and the communists 
will, rather take advantages of this situation to beccme stronger into governmen­
tal institutions. 

To threat Guatemala with a possible collective intervention insistently im­
put:i.Jig it to be the center of the international communi•, will never change 
the attitude of Guatemala regarding its relations with the United states. It 
can rather prepare the courage of every Guatemalan to join all together united­
]J' to die all fighting for their independence. And this determination that the 
Guatemalans could show us, is for me., Mr. Pearson, the unquestionable demonstra­
tion on the part of them that they are sincere in what they proclaim, that is 
to sa7, they are engaged in securing the wellfare of their country. Moreover, 
the more Guatemala is accused and threatened, the more it gains the sympathies 
throughout the hemisphere. 

Attached you will find a sheet containing the translations of your statement 
in Havana, and the declaration of "The Pro-Guatemala Conmittee", established in 
Cuba. 

I am very much friendly to the United states, and to all its wonderful in► 
titutions and am anxious to see the peoples of the whole Americas being the same. 



Mr. Drew Pearson,# 2. 

I took the libert;y- to write you on the basis that you are a Wide-World liked 
and respected, and your authority as a Newspaper man is unquestionable. A.ncl 
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Yours Ver'1' truly, 
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.. 
"BOHEMIA"1 March 11 1954 

Translated reproductionlof Drew Pearson's 
statement on Guatemala, in Havana, Cuba 

I N T E R V I E W S 

DREWPEARSONIN HAVANA 

Among other things, Drew Pearson,"•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

"With his usual independence of opinion, Pearson referred to the ques-
tionable situation of Guatemala, 

"-This country is engaged ill an attempt at agrarian reform very much 
needed there for a long tme. I don1t believe the government of Guatemala 
is communist; what really happens is that agents of the international com­
munisn, after realizing a fertile situation for its purposes within thee­
conomic conditions of the country., do :Lts best to gain influence with the 
people, as well as in the government. To me the agrarian reform is the best 
way to fight against communism, due to the fact that the marxism existing in 
that cotmtry is in part the result of the situation created by monopolistic 
companies., S11Chas the United Fruit, which got possession of vast extensions 
of land"••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Translated by: Alberto Ruiz CWenas., 
256 Manor Circle., No. 3, 
Washington 12., D .c. 



11 Bohemia • 
21 l(areh 19$4 

DICLA.RATIONS COJoilrl'EEOF THE "PRO-OUATEMALA." PP• 66 

(Translation) 

The "Pro-Guatemala• Committee, which for its composition can be con­
sidered representative ot the thought of our whole people in supporting tha 
principles of the Intemational Democracy, and the respect ot the SOYereig­
nitJ' of all nations, feels honored in giving publliit7 to its first docG­
ment which is being entbnsiastical~ supported by the •jorit7 of the 
80Cial, political, student, intellectua.l, etc, ranks ot our coUDt.ry. It is 
as followsa 

TO THE PUBLIC OPINIONOF CUBA ANDAMERICA 

The efforts of the Guatemalan people and of its last two adm1aiatrat1ons, 
to redeem the national wealth organizing it to the service ot the people, and 
especiall.7 the agrarian reform conducted to expropriate the huge landed•► 
tates of the united Fruit Compan;r, hffe gotten a resounding s,JIP&t}v" tbrough-
011t the Americas. The manner in which Guatemala is calT,Ying out this natio­
nalistic program for the benei'it of all social classes, the peasants, and the 
exploited indians, while scrupulously following the prOYial.ons of the Consti­
tution and the Laws, indemnifying the ccnpanies and individual. proprietors, 
makes this be&utiful democratic action a much aore respectable one. Never­
theless, all the forces interested in maintaining our coUDtries under their 
econOlli.c 7oke and in a contemptible retarded. state, are now furious in their 
opposition to Guatemala. The united Fruit Co~ and the representative• 
of tha u:pltiting organizations have organized. a number of attempts to over­
throw the Guatemalan gov-ernment by force. Right now, this government baa 
been obliged. to denounce a plot to invade its country, in which plot such 
remarkable dictators as Anastacio Somoza and Rafael I.Alonidas Trujillo appear 
to be taking a part. And in addition to those criminal plans, they- intend 
to utilize the Caracas Conference -ldlich is being blld in a countr,y where 
thousands of men are illprisoned becaw,e of their defense of democracy-- to 
facilitate intenention by- violating the sovereignit7 of this sister coun­
try-, with the support &Delapproval of the representatives of governments 
came to powerby- a coup de etat. 

It is necessary- that the democratic forces of the AJDericas to prevent 
this cna. Possibly- 1181V"Americans who are interested 1n· the independent 
developa1nt.l of our countries may not agree with someot the aspects of the 
internal policy- of Guatemla. But surely-, no one willing to contribute to 
the cause of liberty-, democracy, and national progress, will remain indif­
ferent before such a grill efforts to strangle the noble ambitions of this 
sister country'. As in the case of Mexico and the petroleum expropriations 
of 
of 

Lazaro 
constru

Cardenas, 
cting a 

the 
Latin 

destiny of Guatemala represents 
America free ot opressive chains. 

now the possibilitJ' 

Havana, Karch n, 1954 

(Signed) Dr. Jorge Manach, Prof. of the University-
outstamU ng Latin American wr1 ter. 
Hundreds of additonal signatures. 

of Havana, 

Translated b.Ta Alberto Ruiz Cardenas, • 
256 Ill.nor Circle; Noe 31 
Washington 121 D.IJ • 

https://coUDt.ry
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