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—on | _INFOGUIDE: Talldng Paper No. 28 —- "The Bomb in Spain® A -
IOP_/9_—55__ NOTE: Do mot volunteer the information in the Talking Paper below.
o Use it only if you are asked, and as local circumstances reguire.
THE BOMB IN SPAIN
G (1). QUESTION: . Have you lost a nuclear bomb?
e ANSWER: There were several unarmed nuclear weapons aboard the U. S'“.
B-52 bomber which crashed January 17, 1966, at Palomares in Spain. One of 'l'.hosa
weapons has not yet been located.
(2) QUESTION: How many bombs were involved in all?
ANSWER: Four. .
(3) QUESTION: Were they nuclear or thermonuclear weapons?
ANSWER: Thermonuclear. |
Dist.
Desired
o (4) QUESTION: Did any of them explode?
ANSWER: If you mean whether there was a nuclear explosion, the answer
is emphatically no. Two of the weapons experienced nonnuclear, TNT-type explo-
sions on impact with the ground. This resulted in the scattering of plutonium
(PU-239) and uranium (U-235) in a small area in the immediate vicinity of impact --
at most, 100 or 150 feet around the impact point.
o
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{_' (5) QUESTION: Will the missing bomb goloff? Will it cause radioactive ‘"1
contamination? L : -

ANSWER: Again, the answer to both questions, emphatically, is == no.

There 1s no reason for concern, elther about a nuclear explosion or
radioactivity. U. S. nuclear weapons contain safeguards designed expressly to
prevent an accidental nuclear explosion. We have had no such explosion during
our 20 years of handling nuclear weapons. Radioactivity from the missing
weapon would pose no threat, even if the weapon broke up and some of the nuclear
material were scattered. U. S. and Spanish scientists have determined that no
health hazard exists as a result of the January 1966 accident.

(6) QUESTION: If it is so safe, why are you hunting for the lost bomb?

ANSWER: To recover the bomb, the design of which is highly claaaifiad;
to recover other classified material, and also debris from the wreckage which
may help analyze causes of the crash.

(7) QUESTION: Is this the first crash of an aircraft with nuclear weapons
aboard?

ANSWER: No, there have been others -- and none has resulted in a
nuclear explosion.

The safety record of the U. S. nuclear weapons program has been excep-
tional in two ways: (a) accidents have been very few; (b) accidents with
nuclear explosions have never happened, because highly reliable safety features
have been designed into every weapon. The result has been a weapon so safe
that accidental nuclear explosion is precluded even when the weapon is struck,
dropped from great heights, or subjected to fire. The most that has ever
happened =-- and it happened in the crash in Spain -- i1s that a small part of
the nuclear material in a bomb has been scattered over a small area. This
material produces alpha radiation -- rays of very short range which cannot
pierce skin, hence pose no threat of "external radiation® (from outside the
body) as do rays from a nuclear explosion.

(8) QUESTION: When and where were the previous crashes with nuclear
l:ffpons aboard? __J
ANSWER: There

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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ANSWER: There have been several such accidents since 1958, all __W
publicly announced by the U. S.

(9) QUESTION: What about the plutonium which was scattered when the bomb
broke up in Spain? Isn't that terribly radioactive?

ANSVWER: Contrary to popular impression, alpha rays from plutonium
cannot even penetrate the skin. Plutonium is a man-made element and its
properties are very well known. In the form used in weapons it is a heavy,
dark brown or black metal similar to lead. Alpha rays extend only a few centi-
meters in air and are stopped by any solid, such as tissue paper or skin, and
plutonium can be safely held in the hand. There is thus no hazard from
plutonium outside the body.

It can be swallowed in small quantities with negligible hazard, since in
weapons grade it is virtually insoluable and almost all of it quickly passes
on out of the body.

Taken into the lungs in large quantities, it can cause a hazard. However,
plutonium scattering experiments in Nevada since 1957 showed that even if a
person standing in a cloud of plutonium dust inhaled the material, it would
result in a radiation dose to the lungs that is only about half the yearly
amount permitted for all organs in the body of a U. S. atomic industry worker.
This permissible dose level is prescribed in standards issued by the Inter-
national Commission on Radiation Protection, a group of scientists from a
number of countries.

The Nevada experiments tell us that hazardous levels of inhalation did
not exist in Spain and are unlikely to exist in similar accidents. Spanish
and U. S, scientists have explored all possibilities of risk to health and
they are convinced no health hazard occurred in this case.

The properties of uranium, which was also present in the accident in
Spain, are similar but even less potent. Metallic plutonium and uranium of
the types used in weapons are completely different from "fission products" —-
the products of a nuclear explosion or reaction -- which pose an external
health hazard (from outside the body). The weapons materials are very heavy.
Fragments settle to earth or sink in water rapidly, within a very limited area.

- If there were particles small enough to be suspended in water, they would soon
be dispersed. #—J

(10) QUESTION:

LIMITED QOFFICIAL USE
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LT_ (10) QUESTION: If plutonium and uranium are so safe, why did you make -_1
adiological surveys and buy up crops and farm animals in Spain, and why are you
removing soil?

ANSWER: Such measures are part of the standard, planned-in-advance
emergency procedures in any accident involving nuclear armament. They are
intended to go to the point of absolute assurance —- to take extra precautions -
on the safe side. U. S. standards are based on "lifetime" exposures. This
meang that if a certain amount of radioactive material might be dangerous to a
man living in it or working with it for a lifetime, we clean up and correct
those conditions with a very large margin of safety in every case.

(11) QUESTION: How do you know that the tomatoes, meat, and milk from the
farms in the area of impact in Spain are not contaminated?

ANSWER: We know this definitely, from repeated surveys made by
leading Spanish and American scientists at the site. All produce which could
conceivably have been affected has been disposed of. The remainder shows no
trace of radioactive material. There is no hazard whatever from consuming
those farm products. In fact, Spaniards and Americans at the site have been
eating them regularly, and the farmers have been moving their products to market
again for some time.

(12) QUESTION: What about the ocean water -- and the fish?-

ANSWER: Tests conducted on the sea water by U. S. scientists have
failed to detect the slightest sign of radiocactivity from this accident. Even
if some small amount of the nuclear material were released into the water, it
would form an insoluble compound that is heavy, and thus would sink to the
bottom. Any particles small enough to be suspended in the water would be greatly
dispersed and diluted amid masses of sea water, and hence would represent no
health hazard.

Tests on fish in the area have also been entirely negative -- no radio-
activity. This too is natural, since fish would not be likely to ingest the
particles as food any more than they would pieces of iron. If a fish should
accidentally swallow a particle, it would leave the body of the fish by natural
elimination. Any material passing into its system through the gills would not
affect the flesh of a fish, and scientists agree that no harmful amount would

emain. Thus eating fish caught in the area would not be a health hazard.

: (13) QUESTION:
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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(13) QUESTION: Was the accident in Spain a violation of the test ban
treaty, as the Soviet Union has charged? :

ANSWER: Of course not. This 1s far-fetched, even for a Soviet
propagandist. The test ban treaty prohibits "any nuclear weapon test explosion,
or any other nuclear explosion..." Since no nuclear explosion occurred in the
Palomares incident, there was no treaty violation.

(14) QUESTION: What about Soviet charges that the accident in Spain vio-
lated the 1958 "open sea convention," prohibiting contamination of the oceans
with radioactive materials?

ANSWER: Again, propaganda without foundation. Not only was there no
contamination of the ocean, as I have already pointed out (Question No. 9),
but that treaty bears no relation at all to the crash. The article of the
treaty from which the Soviets quoted out of context deals with (a) "the dumping
of radioactive waste" and (b) cooperation with international organizations to —
prevent pollution.

(15) QUESTION: Why do you endanger people by carrying nuclear weapons
around in aircraft?

ANSWER: No one has been endangered, and the U. S. precautions and
safeguards against an accidental explosion have proven completely effective.
Our flights are a function of the United States nuclear deterrent force, strongest
in the world, which has helped prevent nuclear war or world war for the past
20 years.

The U, S. force is constantly in readiness to protect our own people and
all the people in countries allied with us. The main essential in preventing

- war is to be prepared, so U. S. missiles, planes, submarines, guns and men are

ever ready. The result is that aggression can be deterred and war prevented in
cases such as the Cuban missile crisis in 1962, when the Soviet Union tried to
sneak nuclear missiles into Cuba as an aggressive threat to the U. S. American
superior strength, preparedness, rpsolve and restraint forced the Soviets to -
withdraw their missiles.

L- (16) QUESTION: Do you overfly my country with nuclear weapons? —_J
ANSWER: For

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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ANSWER: For reasons of military security I. cannot comment on this '_*]
question. However, the people of all countries can be asaured that the U. S.
will never relax its concern with nuclear safety. ‘

(17) QUESTION: Doesn't flying around with nuclear weapons increase the
chance of war by accident or misunderstanding?

ANSWER: Quite the contrary. As I have explained (Question No. 15),
airborne nuclear weapons are an important part of the U, S. nuclear war-preven-
tive deterrent. In addition to its successful program to avoid accidental
nuclear explosions, the U. S. is the ploneer and foremost practitioner of
devices and procedures to prevent outbreak of war by misunderstanding.

President Johnson disclosed some specifics in September 1964:

"We have worked consistently to bring nuclear weapons under careful control
and to lessen the danger of nuclear conflicts, and this policy has been the
policy of the United States of America for 19 years now, under both Democratic
and Republican administrations....The release of nuclear weapons would come by
Presidential decision alone. Complex codes and electronic devices prevent any
unauthorized action. Every further step along the way from decision to
destruction is governed by the two-man rule. Two or more men must act indepen-
dently and must decide the order has been given. An elaborate system of checks
and counterchecks, procedural and mechanical, guard against any unauthorized
nuclear bursts. In addition, since 1961 we have placed permissive-action links
on several of our weapons. These are electromechanical locks which must be
opened by secret combination before action at all is possible, and we are
extending this system."

One of the checks to which the President referred is the well-known command
control system, through which U. S. aircraft cannot proceed beyond a certain
point without a positive, unmistekable command originating at the highest level
of government. This "fall-safe" system has worked without flaw since its.
inception over a decade ago. Simllar systems keep all U. S. nuclear deterrent
systems under constant control -~ including land-based ahd submarine-based
long-range missiles. In addition to its own independent measures, the U. S.
suggested and urged adoption of one quick method to reduce the risk of inter-
national misunderstandings in crises -- the "hot line" -- a constantly manned
direct teletype link which was installed between Washington and Moscow in 1963.

l— (18) QUESTION _]
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Question 1: The President was first notified that an ac-

cident involving nuclear weapons had taken place over Spain at

. 7:05 AM, Monday, January 17, 1966. He was informed by
means of a regular report which he received every day at this
hour. We do not know where he was at the time he read the
report, but most likely, he was in the Mansion.

Question 2: The text of the message first conveyed to

him was as follows:

“A B-52 and a KC-135 Tanker collided while
conducting a refueling operation 180 miles
from Gibraltar. The B-52 crashed on the
shore in Spain and the Tanker went down in
the sea. Four survivors have been picked up
and three additional life rafts have been sighted.
The B-52 was carrying four Mark 28 thermo-
nuclear weapons. The 16th Nuclear Disaster
team has been dispatched to the area.’
We do not know what his immediate response was.
The President was personally informed of sub-

sequent developments several times during Monday, and received

a special report on the incident at 9 PM that night. He was kept

—CONFIPENTIZAL —
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informed in writing every morning at 7 AM and, for the first
few days, _each evening at 9 PM, One of the reports inqluded
a map of the area and current inforrﬂation of the location of
the accident, the remains of the planes, and the location of

the weapons,

Question 3: We do not know whether the President issued
any personal orders or directives relating to the incident, It
is most likely that he talked to both Se;:retary Rusk and Secre-
tary McNamara by telephone and in person, but our records
do not indicate when h.e did so.

,Question 4. Qur records do not reflect the President's

order covering the information policy in effect during the first
weeks of the incident. One of the factors in deciding on what in-

formation should be made public was the attitude of the Spanish

Government% was accutely sensitive to any public state-
made

ments/about the accident and the presence of nuclear weapons.
The Department of Defense Public Information Office wéuld have
more details about the press handling of the accident.

Question 5; Our records do not contain any information as to
the President's reaction when he was informed that the bomb had

been located,, or when it was, recovered.
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August 3, 1966

rLORA LEWIS
NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT

Mr. Bill Moyers
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Moyers:

I have been trying to reach you for some time to ask
for a little information I need in connection with a book I am doing
ahout the incident involving an Air Force crash and successful hunt
for a missing H bomb off Spain.

I am trying to reconstruct the story as far as -ossible,
I understand that the President did give the incident some personal
attention and I would not like to leave him out of fthe story.

The following juestions are the ones I would like to ask
the Whiie House. I do not exnect to be able to get to Washington again
in the near future and would therefore be very grateful if you could
either send the answers or call me at your convenience, because I
doubt that the whole thing would take more than a few minutes on the
phone,

Juestions: 1. At what time was the President first
notified that an accident involving nuclear weapons had taken place
over Spain? Who informed him? Whers was he at the time?

2. Is the Lext!bf the first message available? Is his
response available? To what extent was the President personally
informed of subsequent developments relating to the incident? Any
descriptive or special details available?

3. Did the Precsident issue any personal orders or
directives relating to the incident? If so, any details availage?

L. I have heard a report that the President was the
nerson who ardered a relaxation of the very resirictive information
policy in effect during the first six weeks of the incident after he
had seen a factual series of articles about it in the Washington Poct
making clear that a good many falsé& rumors had achieved wide currency
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FLORA LEWIS
NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT

Mr. 311l Moyers
August 3, 1966
Page 2

in the absence of information. Is that correct? Any details
available? g

S. Any descriptive, colorful or juotable details
available of the moment when the President was informed tuat the
missing bormb had been located? Of the moment when the President

u was informed that the missing bomb had been recovered?

As you will sce from these juestions, what I am
primarily looking for is scme color that will help me recreate
the reality and the sense of urgency and importance of the
accident.

I will very much appreciate any help you can give me,

Sincerely,

4":‘” € o/ Cens



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Thursday, March 17, 1966
7:15 P, M.

—CONFIDENTIAL
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Report on Nuclear Weapon in Spain

Because of inaccurate press reports, our Embassy in Madrid will
release tonight the following statement:

"The undersea vessel, Alvin, made contact on March 16th with
an object lying in 2, 500 feet of water approximately five miles off
shore near Palomares.

'""Military experts have evaluated underwater photographs taken
of the object and believe it to be the missing nuclear weapon.
Actions are being taken to recover the device,

""The photographs show a parachute attached to an object which

is similar in size and shape to the missing nuclear weapon. The
parachute, however, is covering part of the object preventing
positive identification, Experts who have examined the photographs
indicate that the casing appears to be intact, thereby precluding any
radioactive contamination in the water."

White House Situation Room

i
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THE WHITE House
WASHINGTON

January 19, 1966

To Bill Moyers
Bill:

We will be receiving shortly the
latest report from our people in
Spain.

QR

Bromley Smith
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o 1251442
FM SECSTATE WHWASHDC
INFO/WHITE HOUSE ATTN MR BUNDY
0 1%%3152 JAN 66
MEMBASSY MADRID
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RUFHPA/AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 84
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BT
$EGRET Jauuanv 19

REF EMBTEL 855 -
DEPT PASS DOD AND HQ SAC OMAHA

1. HAVE JUST LEARNED LOCAL UPI CORRESPONDENT FILED STORY TODAY
ON B=52/KC-135 ACCIDENT TO EFFECT THREE ATOM BOMS RECOVERED
FROM WRECKAGE BUT ONE STILL MISSING ANDP THAT HUNDPREDS OF US
TROOPS COMBING COUNTRYSIDE WITH GEIGER COUNTERS.

2. SINCE FOREGOING MAY LEAD T® ESCALATION OF MEDIA TREATMENT
AND RAPID CHANGE IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, REQUEST
WASHINGTON CLEARANCE SOONEST OF DRAFT STATEMENT PARA 3
REFTEL FOR RELEASE AT AMBASSAD®RS DISCRETION AND SUBJECT

T0 FINAL CLEQRANCE FROM GOS.

GP=3
DUKE
BT
DECLASSIFIED
- 3 E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4
NNNN _ ND) 9B JY 2

By4= . NARA, Date S 548
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INFO RUEHEX/WHITE . HOUSE. ATTN MR BUNDY

RUEHJS/DOD - -
RUCSBRB/HQ SAC OMAHA ' 66 JAN 19 18 29

0 191638Z JAN 66 ,

F¥ AMEMBASSY MABRID 5 o
TS RUEHCR/SECSTATE WASMIC 'IMMEDIATE 855 _ DECLASSIFIED

INFORUFHDN/AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 46 Authorkty TS (44812, # 190 -
RUFHPA/AMEMBASSY PARIS .IMMEBIATE 82 ) X
rérur}lgnfnm cmczm IMMEDIATE. mm BAC . NARA, Dat e\ 0-2504
- STATE GRNC ;

BT

S E CRE-T JANUARY 19
REF DEPTEL 819
BEPT PASY D8D AND-HQ SAC OMAHA -

1o AS ANTICIPATED BEPTEL. SPANISH ACUTELY SENSITIVE T® ANY
FURTHER PUBLIC STATEMENIS ON B~52/KC=135 -ACCIDENT. FONOFF

CIN NAME MINISTERS FOREIGN AFFAIRS, AIR AND- NAVY WHO HAPPENED
T9 BE IN CONFERENCE AT FONOFF WHEN ENBASSY TO®K UP CONSHLTATION
PURSUANT REFTEL) POINTED OUT TODAY STORY DYING IN SPANISH
PRESS AND LS8CAL INTEREST--SUBSIDING. FONSFF EVEN REQUESTED

THAT - ANY EXPRESSION OF GRATITUBE ON OUR_PART FOR SPANISH
HﬁgPIIN RESCUE AHB SE&HCH’.PERATIOHS N8T RPT NOT BE MABE
PUBLICLY.

PAGE TuWd RUFHDN #83LL SECRET—

2. HOWEVER, WHEN INFORMED STORY MAY ASSUME ADPED DIMENSIONS
ELSEWHERE IN INTERNATIONAL PRESS,.F@NOFF -AGREED IT COuLd
CONCEIVABLY LATER BECOME BESIRABLE T® RESTRAIN SPECULATI®N
WITH ANOTHER OFFICIAL STATEMENT. IN THIS SPIRIT,.FONOFF GAVE
TENTATIVE APPROVAL TO BRAFT QUOTED BELOV SN CONBITISN FINAL
GIS CLEARANCE BE OBTAINED IF S BELIEVED ‘CHANGED CIRCUMST ANCES
REQUIREB FURTHER STATEMENT.

Se FOLLOWING. IS TEXT OF BDRAFT STATEHENT}GIVEH TENTATIVE AND
CONBITISNAL CLEARANCE ‘AS. BESCRIBED. ABOVE:

QUOTE. INITED STATES AMBASSABDOR T® SPAIN ANGIER BIDBDLE DUKE
T63AY EXPRESSED DEEP. APPRECIATION FOR THE WHOLEHEARTED
ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY. SPANISH AUTHORITIES -AND CIVILIANS IN
SEARCH AND RESCUE -OPERATIONS FOLLOWING THE MID-AIR COLLISION
8F "TWO® AMERICAN .MILITARY PLANES @N MONDAY.' .

THE COLLISISN. INVYSLVED A B~52 INTER~-CONTINENTAL BOMBER AND
A XC-135 JET TANKER ENGAGED IN A ROUTINE HIGH ALTITUBE
REFUELING OPERATION. FOUR AIRMEN WERE RESCUED, BUT SEVEN
L85T THEIR LIVES.

e
FN |

_R0X FROM QUICK COPY |



PASE ‘THREE RUFHIN BS3LL SECRET—

IT HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED BY U.S. AIR FORCE INVESTIGATORS THAT

A SMALL EXPLOSION OF CONVENTIONAL MATERIALS HAD OCCURRED ON

THE GROUND AS'A SEQUEL.TO® THE CRASH. -THE EXPLOSION OCCURRED
WHEN WRECKAGE FELL NEAR THE -TINY VILLAGE. -OF PALOMARES, NEAR
VERA, CLOSE TO® THE SPOT WHERE THE DAMAGED BUT VIRTUALLY INTACT .
TAIL ASSEMBLY OF THE B=52 BOMBER WAS FOUNB. N® CASUALTIES

AMONG INHABITANTS OF THE :AREA HAVE BEEN REPORTED.

RADIATION MONITORING TEAMS ARE OPERATING IN THE ‘AREA AND WILL
~:§m$§g T0 COMPLETE THEIR SURVEY AND CONFIRM THE.SAFETY

AN INTENSIVE" SEARCH AND RECOVERY .PE!AII.H ON LAND AND

@FF THE COAST IN THE-ACCIBDENT -AREA IS BEINS CONDUCTED JOINTLY
BY SPANISH AND AMERICAN FORCES. IN ORIER T@ DETERMINE

THE CAUSE OF THE CRASH ANB TO PRECLUBDE A-SIMILAR ACCIDENT,

IT ‘IS DESIRED Te@ RECOVER. ALL‘PIECES OF THE WRECKAGE WHICH
WILL LATER BE CAREFULLY STUDIES BY AIR FORCE EXPERIS.

MAJOR GENERAL STANLEY BONOVAN, CHIEF.OF THE JOINT U.S.

MILITARY GROUP :(JUSMGY AND MAJOR GENERAL DELMAR E.. WILSON,
COMMANDER SIXTEENTH AIR FORCE,  JOINED. THE. AMBASSABDOR 1IN PRAISING
THE COOPERATION AND ASSISTAHGE RENDERED .BY SPANIARDS. THEY
COMMENDED THE SPANISH NAVY FOR IMMEDIATELY LOCATING AND DIRECTING
THE RESUCE OF THREE AIRMEN WHO PARACHUTED. INT® THE

MEDITERRANEAN. - A

PAGE FOUR RUFHDN SO3LL SEGRET™

THE UNITED STATES OFFICIALS ALSG VOICED GRATIFICATION FOR THE
USE OF.SPANISH MEDICAL FACILITIES IN THE ACCIPENT AREA, THE
CLOSE ASSISTANCE- PROVIDED BY THE GUARPIA CIVIL, ANDP THE

. AID OF THE SPANISH AIR FORCE. UNQUOTE.

A, SPANISH OBJECTES STRONGLY T® MORE FORTHRIGHT TREATMENT
OF ‘RADIATION CONTAINEP IN ORIGINAL BRAFT,. AND AMBASSADOR,
ON ADVICE CHIEF JUS¥M8 WH® JUST RETURNED FROM SCENE OF ACCIDENT,
BELIEVES WORDING. AS GIVEN ABOVE ABEQUATE. U.S. OFFICIALS
HERE WOULD DECLINE _FURTHER COMMENT ON SUBJECT IF QUESTIQNEB
BY PRESS.

S. MYST. ENPHASIZE GOS VERY ANXIOUS THAT N3 FURTHER OFFICIAL
STATEMENT BE MADE UNDER EXISITING CIRCUMSTANCES AND ARE
LIKELY T RELENT ONLY IN FACE CLEAR AND URGENT: NECESSITY.
GP-3

BUKE

BT

NNNN .-
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Tuesday, January 18, 1966
9:05 P.M, EST

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT QJ

Information has been received that two of the nuclear devices which
were carried on the B-52 which crashed in Southern Spain yesterday
experenced a low order high explosive detonation. Although no nuclear
reaction would result, such a detonation could cause a radiation
hazard. However, if the detonation was minimal it is possible that no
radiation hazard would occur.

There are sufficent qualified technical personnel now on the scene to
properly take care of any situation which may exist in relation to these
two weapons. Included among the personnel are Major General Wilson,
Commander of the 16th Air Force (S8AC) and Major General Beck for SAC

headquarters.
Based on minimal information received, it is not possible to accurately
estimate the situation. However, it 1s not heldeved that there 1is

any basis for undue concern over the low order detonation of the two
weapons.

¥White Ho Situation Room

Briefing Officer

DPECLASSIFIED _
Authordty m\“’o,‘"_@?lﬁ’ la. Em
Prf. NARA Date [0:250¢]




. —FOP—SECRET
~FrESFRIc s SATA—Atomic Energy Act 1954

NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER
19 JANUARY 1966, 4:30 PM EST

SPECTAL SITUATION REPORT FOR THE WHITE HOUSE

B-52/KC-135 ACCIDENT IN SOUTHEASTERN SPAIN

The following information 1s furnished on the recovery
and search operations for the weapons from the B-52/KC-135
crash in southeastern Spain.

One weapon was located 200 yards from the shoreline
and recovered Intact. The weapon did not break up, and
there are no radlation effects 1In the area,

A secend weapon was located in a vegetable garden
In Pueblo Palamares approxlimately two miles northwest of the
first. The weapon was broken up to the extent that radiation
from fragments of plutonium in the weapon has been monitored
in the immedlate area. Fragments are being removed and
standard decontamination practices are underway. The
vegetables ir the garden are being bought and destroyed.

The third weapon was ‘located 1In a rocky uninhabited area
2bout one mlile west of Pueblo Palamares. The weapon is 1n a,
similar condltion to the second weapon.

All areas where weapons or components are located are
under guard.

The remaining weapon {fourth) is still unaccounted
for and the search for -1t 1s continulng,.

The crash slte area is located in a very sparsely
populated, remote area of Spain.

DECLASSIFIED vo_of Kt
EO. 1235, Sec. 34 2000 Ry X
=3

- NI
ﬂv.k&ﬁl..’ NARA. Date -27:7/ CooC Ad% .

; gl . ' . |
RESTRICHIS DATA Atomic Energy Act 165 Prepared and released
by the NMCC |
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| Daily Mirzez - circulatics § m.'.llion '

o B 5 he o
LONDON NEwSPAPERS. - |
Firct two storiss . W e d ‘

Dally Sxtch, Jan 18, 66 Headline " A-bmhar cruh mystery”

_ "Two U.S. Alr rorco jcu cruhed while rufuung near th- _

L‘eéitornncan coart of Spdn rec“.ordz.y l.a‘llmmcdlmly ucurity men

dampcd down ca all infa:ml.tion.

"Smm rcpcrtl n..td I.ha.t ons of th. plancs a B-SZ bombar.

‘was carry!n; nuclear mponn but they were nnt pri.med.

"Four of the hamhers crew parachuted to 'i.fcty near

_Alm.rix.. Southealt Spnlu. Bnt 7 c:hou are miulng. feared d-ld.

“mﬁhtrphmmamhktmrbueduuﬂonuar

fa 1"!.113

-

"School chilZren golna to schoal uid Chty henrc‘. a loud erploaion

. everhead and (52n saw mm.“ (Clrenleilon abeout 1 millicn)

L}

""wueﬂi.m- Gruh riils "A-hm"!’hm e

¥A-big air-gca search for wrcchlga was going en Lut eirit after 2

;'-k;m'erican Alir Force planes cn!.lidad in the air. Ons was gaid to ha.w byen

carrying mmmr bomd,
c-*tw '
"Five of the two ph.uu 11/men .&led, Two more are misling.
' ®4'c*hers parackited to ufety io tha sea _a,ftar the craghm _
m'rlﬂp.tin'i scutheact cozst, '

- "Thy plames were a B-52 Lembir and glant ¥C-135 terker which was

- rofueling it.
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"In dark palck type: In Washington Pentagon officials refused to say
whether the B-52 had a nuclear bomb on board. But the bomb would have

been Ycrash proof™ and would not have explodsd, '

19 Jan - Daily Skstch |

“"An Americen uz}v_ice chhf led a {orce‘o{ mo;'e tﬁa‘n 100 teéhnichu_
in a search for th;.- wrecluﬁe of a B-52 bomb;r believed to have 'bee‘n caryying
maclear Somﬁs which cdl}ided with the tanker plane over the .Spanlnlh lo;ﬁtheali

coast on Monday, "

There erere 2 AP releaces - only AP reference
Hea;dqu&rters of the 16th Air Force near Madrid which directs ngh
refueling flights in this region would neither confirm nor deny the multi-jet

cerripd ruclear bombs, "’
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18 January 1966 ST
11-:3-02

TO: Secretary of Defense
Deputy Secretary of Defense
Apsistant Secretazy of Defense (Public Affairs)
Intelligence Support Indications Center Pfc!ﬂvf e
National Military Commaad Center & A/[5° 1o ysE
Hosdquarters, U, & Alr Force re’/(”"/‘re/ [ e
Defense Atomic Support Agency : W ch;z'f’-’ég;o

SUBJECT: Situation Report, B-52/KC-135 Accident, 17 January 1966

1. Information bas been receivad that two of the four IGNG

weapans involved in the B~52/KC-135 accident in Spain clanced i (.2 (&)
"low order detomation™.

One weapon is still missing.

2. The "low order detonation” could Involve the burning oz deto-
nation of & very minor amoust of HE or any amount up to the full [

Althaugh no nacléar réaction would reesit, such a detonation could
fnvolve local plutenium geattering with related radiation hasavrd, It is
also possible that there was no Pu scattering if the detonation was
minimal,

;-.2&4

3. It is believed that there are sufficient qualified personnel on
the scene {0 proparly take care of any situation which may exist in rela-

tion to these two weapons., The following personnel have been diapatched
and should be at the scene:

A Dirgctorate of Nuclear Safety (AF) Team of 4 people
sccompanied by 2 individuals from Los Alamos {1 radia-
tion expert and 1 HE sxpert}, 1 from Sandis Corparation,
1 from Aldbuquerque Operations Office {AEC), and 1 from
Field Comumand, DASA.

1 Disaster Control Team from 16th AF {8AC) headed by
Major Generial Wilson, the commander,

1 ter Control Team from Hg, SAC headed by Major

; ve Ored sy 3 QUi
6 Explosive Orduance Dispossl officers/techaitidsn were
dispatched by USAFE 17 Jam 66, RsTRICTED DATAATOMIC ENERC OF 1954

a- ¥
et

EiCLUDED FRGAACTONMATIC REGRADING:
5200.1C SOES NOT APPLY

-




—SEGRET-

4, Based op the minimal informatica received, it'is impossibla
to gatimates accurately the simetion. I ia emphasized that defiaitive
infarmation can vnaly bo provided by qualifisd perssanel at the scane.
Howover, it is nor believed that there is any basis for undue conceran
avar the low order Jetonation of tha two weapons,

3. Inforraation has beea recelved that the AF Director of Nuclenr
Safety from Kirtland ATB, NHew diexico, has regorted from the scome
that “impact on pogulace practicelly nil,

b6. Telephonic information has been receives indicatiang that 350
Air Police have heen ordersd into the trash ares o perform search
and security functions. Tws hundred Spanish police are reportediy
assisting,

7. Clarification on population hazard has been requested from
on-site personnel.

 Prepered by: ATSD(AE)
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B-52/KC-135 MID-ATR COLLISTON

B-52: 6Bth Bonb Squadron, Seymour Johnson AFB, N.O. Crewof -

o seyen. -

XC-135: 9Tth Air Refueling Squadron, Blytheville AFB, Ark. Crev
of four (910th ARefS, Bergstrom AFB, Tex.). .

¥ission: Air refueling end Chrome Dome. -

Time of Mishap: OL22 EST, 1T J'anuafy 1966.

Location of Mishap: Approximately two mlles inland on southern

coast of Sp2in. (37° 14'N - 01° Lo'w)

Crews Recovered: Four (B-52).

Trew Fatelities: Seven (three, B-52; four, XC-135).

Janre of .dshap &8 reported by interrogation of 'survivorﬁ:

- At one mile out for refueling, the approach was good with

a aormal closure rate of six krots. The closure rate
sucdenly accelersted rapidly and the pllot reduced Towver;.
however, the B-52 rassed under the tanker and the copilot
looked up and back to see the tanker boom. A small explo=-
sion wvas heard aft of the flight deck. Presumsbly, the
boom punctured the fuselsge. This was followed by a large
explosion ard & vicl;ent pitch down of the B-52. Severe G-
forces hampered election by the crew merbers. Parts of

. both the B-52 and the KC-135 have been fcund in the inland
erash area. ’

Security and medical being provided from 16th AF and Sranish

resources.
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200 Spanish constebulary. = .

300 USAF Air Pollce.: . ,_;__—'-'-'
(SAFE B0D team. . .‘
USAF (Kirtla.m AFB) BOD team. s e -;_'”.."-'

USAF forces have full control of security of recovemd.

veapong. . . -

Four MX 28 et

Three of the sbove weapons have been 1ocated e.nd secu:ed by USAF
personzel.

The first veapon is aporoximtely OO yards from the shore-

J;LLe, the second weapon one mile further in 1.a.nd, the third '

o wmpan en e.dditional mile fu.rtner west f‘rom the seoond
weapon. They are loce.ted in the general erea of ;he B-=2
| desria ; but indicetions are that they fell free. The four-
wespon package arrarently broke up in the air. Starting

from the ccastline, the first weapon in~land Is bent but

intact; the second end third weapors In-lend are bedly

Pieces of HE are evident. The

rilot chute on all three weapons deployed or popped out,
perhaps on impact_, but the main chutes did not. deploy.
The fourth weapo;l hes not been located, which suggests
the strong possibility it is in the wvater. The sbove

is reported by the Deputy _Conﬁander of 16AF based on in-
formation repbz‘ted over. very marginal commmicetions end
is, therefore, s‘ubje& to fefinement_ and clarification.

Tanere 1s evidence of some HE detonation. There ls some
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vr.mown 3t 161?11 AF’ Headqyarters due to 0T, commica..iar.; , r
—._ h crash site. On scene nuclear sa.fety persomel rmn E : r i
Kirtland advias that im;gact‘ ax e populace is nil e.na " e e g
that there are sufficient qlzs.li:{’ied persomnel on the ]
T scene to te.ke care of e.ny situatibn related to these g
x - _ i i

veapons. : -
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Sunday, January 23, 1966 >
7:00 AM
A0 —
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT (%ﬁ:ﬂ‘:
South Vietnam : il

The stand-down of offensive military operations by Vietnamese and
Free World forces in observance of TET came to an end at 5:00 A. M.
EST this morning. The cease fire period announced by the Viet Cong
is scheduled to continue until noon EST today. '

There were 88 cease fire vioclations by the Viet Cong reported up to

the time the holiday period ended. Fifty-six of these were against

U.S. forces, 23 against the South Vietnamese and 9 against the Koreans.
Total casualties were: 6 US, 4 South Vietnamese and 7 Koreans kil-
led; 17 US, 23 South Vietnamese and 26 Koreans wounded, and 8 Koreans
missing. Fifty-nine Viet Cong were killed and two captured.

As offensive ground and air operations are resumed, U.S. forces are
participating in four operations of battalion-size or larger. The mission
of the largest of these (Operation VAN BUREN), with five U.S,, two
Korean and two South Vietnamese battalions, is to secure the rice

harvest in the valley southwest of Tuy Hoa, approximately 40 miles
south of Qui Nhon,

Two other operations, BUCKSKIN and SHORT FUSE, are search and
destroy operations 25 and 40 miles north of Saigon respectively. Op=~
eration KAMEHAHA is providing road security in Pleiku Province.

At 11:05 A, M. EST today, 15 B-52's will attack a target area 40 miles
east-southeast of Saigon reported to contain 3 Viet Cong base camps, a
Viet Cong battalion and a regimental command headquarters. An hour
and twenty minutes later, 12 more B-52's will attack another Viet Cong
troop concentration 45 miles north-northwest of Saigon.

Yesterday, 233 U, S, aircraft attacked military targets in Laos. o

SPAIN

The search for the missing weapon from the B-52/KC~135 mid-air col-
lision continues,

DECLASSIFIED . White House Situation Room
E.O. 12356, Sec, 3.4

o oY S8-/47 8 '51 |
NARA, s ‘
-“-‘61 Date ¥72-89 Briefing Officer
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Saturday, ~ 22, 1966
~ Py ey e

; , =
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ' L/

South Vietnam

There have been 65 Viet Cong initiated incidents since the beginning of
the TET cease fire. Thirty eight of these incidents have been directed
against US forces; eighteen against South Vietnamese forces and nine
against the Korean forces.

Reported casualties for all incidents are 2 US killed and 5 wounded,
7 Korcecans killed and 26 wounded and 8 missing, 4 South Vietnamese kil'led
and 16 wounded. Viet Cong casualties are 60 killed and 3 captured.

US aircraft flew 155 sorties over Laos yesterday attacking military targets,
storage areas, roads and bridges.

s Eaih .

The search for the fourth nuclear weapon lost in the B-52/KC-135 mid-air
collision continues on land. Two US Navy ships have arrived in the area
to conduct an offshore search.

: ngena

The military government in Nigeria announced that the body of Prime
Minister Balewa was found yesterday.

WHIT %{.%E SITUATION ROOM
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~:. _Tuesday, January 18, 1966
e G20Y Py M. EST :

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Information has been received that two of the nuclear devices which
were carried on the B-52 which crashed in Southern Spain yesterday 0
experlenced a low order high explosive detonation. Although no nuclear . = ... ~
reaction would result, such a detonation could cause a radiation e
hazard. However, if the:detonation was miniml it is possible that no’ 7 g% " ad
ra.dia.tion hazard would occur. el

% P
" Lot .

There are sufficent qualified technical personnel now on the scene to !
properly take care of any situation which may exist in rclation to these .
two weapons. Included among the personnel-are Major General Wilson,
Commander of the 16th Air Force ) and Ma.‘jor Geneml Beck for SAC
headqua.rters.

-
PG VPR Gy SO S

Basod ‘o nintes bnformion received, 1t 1s not possible - accura.‘bel:r i
estimate the situation. However, it is not heldeved that there is:
any basis for undue concern over 'bhe ‘low order detonation of the t'uo
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Tuesday, 18 January 1966

g

ei— i DECLASSIFIED
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT E.O. 12356, Sec, 3.4
Ny _B8-ry/
South Vietnam nv"‘*&ﬁ?‘ NARA, E’"'C-ZL'{F?;S) 7

Cymmunisé guerrilla activity has intensified over wide areas of the country
ory the eve of the Tet cease-fire, A series of incidents near Saigon during
the past two days has resulted in heavy civilian casualties,

The South Vietnamese Army Special Forces camp at Minh Thanh received
movtar and small arms fire early yesterday, and an outpost north of the
camp was probed. Elements of the Viet Cong attacking units, estimated to
be $ive companies, were also reported on the nearby airstrip. Air strikes
were called for, and a reaction force was dispatched to the area. So far,
14 defenders have been killed and 27 wounded,

Two South Vietnamese were killed and 21 wounded when a command post in
Queng Ngazi city received 20 to 25 rounds of mortar fire and light

qround probing atiack last night. Nine rounds of the mortar fire landed in

an grphanage compound during the attack killing 3 adult civilians and
wounding 5 children. A nearby observation post manned by a Regional Force
tompany of about 100 personnel was overrun, Casualties for this action
have not yet been determined.

fn Thua Thien Province, northern South Vietnam, a special forces patrol
boase manned by 53 South Vietnamese and 2 US Special Forces, was attacked
for ten hours yesterday. Thirty air sorties were flown in support of the
camp. Four South Vietnamese were killed and 6 wounded. Viet Cong
csuaities are not known. In the same province.ll Viet Cong were killed

in a ene-day combined US/South Vietnamese search and destroy operation.

An putpost 50 rniles west of Saigon was overrun early yesterday. Seven
heurs later g South Vietnamese reaction force had reached the camp and
reported 13 Vietnamese killed, 8 wounded and 7 missing. They also
reported that § civilians had been killed and 5 wounded. A large number of
Swouth Victnamese youths were captured by the Viet Cong.

Twenty one operations of battalion size or larger are in progress at the
present time. US forces are participating in seven of these operations,

A combined operation involving 2 US Marine and 4 South Vietnamese
battlions, which began on January 9 south of Danang, was terminated
yesierday. Viet Cong casualties were 34 killed, 29 captured and 221
suspects detained. US casualties were 4 killed and 51 wounded. ‘

Three battalions of the US lst Infantry Division continue Operation Buckskin
20 miles northwest of Saigon. Casualties to date are 13 US killed and 95
wevaded, 2 South Vietnamese killed, 11 wounded and 1 missing, and 48
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Viet Cong killed and 3 captured.

Spaia

Four survivors of the B-52/KC-135 collision over Spain yesterday have been
recovered and are reported to be in good condition. The bodies of the
remaining 7 crew members of the 2 planes have been reported recovered,
“The nose and tail section of the B-52:have been identified as part of the
wreckzge on land. The fuselage section has not been located. One of the

4 thermonuclear weapons has been found intact near the cfash scene and

is under gua.rd. The remaining 3 are still missing. A disaster control
team is omthe site., Three Hundred Air Force personnel are proceeding to
the scenc to assist in search operations.

White House Situation Room

It =

Briefing Officer
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Monday, January 17, 1966

9:00 PM

——
MEMORAIDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT :
Mid-Air Collision L

: g i
Search and rescue operations have been curtailed because
"of Garkness, they will continue tomorrow morning. i
One of t_'he four weapons has been located, intact, and is '
being guarded by Spanish and US police. The other three
weapons are believed to be in the water.'
The arza of the crash has been sealed off and turned over
to the US Military.
White House Situation Room . Ceie T o

' &Mﬁyy Lern

Briefing Officer
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. MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

South Vietnam :

During the past 24 hours the Viet Cong have launched a series of sharp
attacks against government installations. A special forces camp in Binh Long
Provance was mortared and overrun and a nearby village was occupied,
Vietmamese casualties were 34 killed, 60 wounded, and a village ch:.ef and
Vietnamese special forces sold1er captured.

The Thae Duc Infantry School, northeast of Saigon, was attacked by an
estimated Viet Cong company resulting in one soldier killed and 26 wounded.
Thirty Viet Cong were killed. ~

The Viet Cong attacked a Regional Force outpost approximately 5 miles
seuthwest of Queng Ngai. Friendly losses were 8 killed and 12 wounded.
Fpur Viet Cong were reported killed.

Another Viet Cong force attacked two Regional Force Companies approximately
$ix rmiles south of Danang, resulting in friendly losses of 9'killed and 12
woundcd. Viet Cong losses are not known.

A mire exploded today under a bus about 40 miles west of Saigon, killing
26 Vaeﬁnmeae civilians and wounding 4,

A US pilot spotbed an estimated Vxet’Cong battalion crossing a river
2pproximately 20 miles west of Saigon. Nineteen aircraft were diverted to
strike pne force resulting in a reported 7 Viet Cong known killed and an
additional 36-45 estimated killed. V

Qperation Jeffersan, a Korean/US/Vietnamese operation 60 miles south
of Qui Nhon, has been terminated. Final casualties are 3 US killed and 8
wounded, 29 Koreans killed and 66 wounded, 13 South Vietnamese killed
and 18 wounded. Viet Cong casualties were 391 killed and 14 captured.

Dominican Republic

— — ———— . g . vt Tt st c—

Genersl Palmer is scheduled to depart the Dominican Republic today. He
will be relieved as US Commander Domxmcan Repubhc by General Robert
Linvill. ' !

W
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B~52 Crash

colhd QA

A B-52 an& a KC-135 Tanker crashod while conducting a refueling operation

180 miles from Gibr altffr. The B-52 crashed on the shore in Spain and the
Tanker went down in the sea, Four survivors have been picked up and

three additional life vafts have been sighted. The B-52 was carrying four Mark
28 therrp-nuclear weapons. The 16th Nuclear Disaster team has been
dispatched. to the area.

thte House Situation Room
. o ,
’C{/vb (Vo ),‘ 7 C»/%-(;E
Brzefxng Officer
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Monday, January 17, 1966
9:00 PM

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Mid-Air Collision

Search and rescue operations have been curtailed because
of darkness, they will continue tomorrow morning.

One of the four weapons has been located, intact, and is
being guarded by Spanish and US police. The other three
weapons are believed to be in the water.

The ares of the crash has been sealed off and turned over
to the US Military.

White House Situation Room
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

TOPSECREE January 17, 1966
FOR BROMLEY SMITH

Chuck Johnson has phoned over the following information regard-
ing the B-52 crash:

1. Under procedural agreement #14, we have the right in
the case of any accident involving aircraft from within Spain or
over-flying Spain, to go to the site and conduct rescue, salvage,
and decontamination operations within a ring cordoned off by our
own forces. Under the agreement, the Spanish will also set up an
external ring to keep out unauthorized persons.

2. A General is being flown out from SAC in Omaha to take
charge of the operations.

3. A decontamination team is at this moment on its way to
the area from Germany.

4., At this moment, it is not quite clear as to the precise
location of either aircraft. The area is very remote and uninhabited.
Our only information comes from a civil policeman who has tele-
phoned the information that he has found a couple portions of an
aircraft -- one section containing two bodies.

Art McCafferty

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4

Ny _S8-2/6
H\'_A’l_—ﬁ]_ NARA. Dare.’.’ﬁﬁ 50




Mr. George called and left the following message:
The agreement under which we have the right to go in and
remove the equipment is the Procedural Agreement #14
to the September 26, 1953 Agreements with Spain.
Paragraph #6 --
Accidents occuring U. S. military aircraft

In case of accidents occurring to U. S. military aircraft
or to air carriers which operate under contract to the U. S.
Government, the Spanish and U. S. authorities will cooperate
in the adoption of rescue measures with primary respons-
ibility belonging to the U. S. authorities. Measures to take
charge of and remove the damaged aircraft and its technical
equipment are the responsibility of the appropriate U. S.
authorities. Spanish military and police forces shall have
primary responsibility for the external security of such
damaged aircraft: However, U. S. military forces, if first
on the scene, may assume this responsibility pending the arrival

military

of Spanish/and police forces.

General Beck, SAC General in Charge of Logistics left for Spain.

The EODT (Explosive Ordinance Disposal Team) from Semback
Air Force Base in Germany is in Spain.
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ALMERIA, SPAIN CAP)-TWO AIR FORCE JET PLANES WITH 11 CREWMEN
ABOARD CRASHED ALONG THE MEDITERRANEAN COAST TODAY AFTER A COL-

LISION IN THE AIR WHILE REFUELING.

U.S. AIR FORCE OFFICIALS SAID FIVE MEN HAD BEEN RESCUED.

THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE 16TH U.S. AIR FORCE NEAR MADRID SAID
THE PLANES WERE A 352 BOMBER FROM A BASE IN THE UNITED STATES AND
A KC135 JET TANKER BASED AT MORON, AIRPORT, NEAR SEVILLA, SPAIN.

ONE OF THE TWO PLANES CRASHED ON LAND, THV OTHER INTO THE
MEDITERRANEAN.

THE AIR FORCE SAID THE B52 CAME FROM THE 68TH BOMBARDMEN WING
AT SEYMOUR-JOHNSON AIR BASE, IN NORTH CAROLINA., THE TANKER WAS
FROM THE S10TH AIR REFUELING UNIT AT BERGSTROM, TEX., BUT WAS
TEMPORARILY STATIONED IN SPAIN.

THE 16TH AIR FORCE HEADQUARTERS WOULD NOT SAY WHETHER THE 352
WAS CARRYING NUCLEAR BOM3S ON THE FLIGHT.

LTSAES 1/17
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SITREFGEYENTY 2 NINE e~

1. AT apT 15110607 6&uindkgﬁnfﬁﬁ*kﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁJEET“?TTﬂ“A*TREﬂLBeﬁ-ﬁé&@ﬁ
PRRAGHBLE,, AT, LAT 37+14s3/54 LONG 01-41.1/7¢ ((GRID C-4). OBJJECT LIES
0% APPROX 7877 DEGREEE SLOPE AT DEPTH OF-255¢72 FT NEAR EDGE OF A
GLLY ABT 20/2 FT DEEP. TERARAIN EXTREMELY RUGGED WITH SLOPE TO

SOUTH TO EST 3602/9 FT DEPTH. CHUTE IS ENTANGLED WITH ORJECT

RUTORN/ 16AF TORREAJON TR - )
AUTQRN/16AF ADVON SPAIN A .//55;

COVERING MOST OF IT. PHOTOGRAPHS DO NOT INDICATE FEATURES PERMITTING .

A POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION OF OBJZICT OR A JUDGMENT OF PARACHUTE SIZE,
2. AT 17447 ALUIN..ANDALUMINAYT EFFECTED FIRST RENDEZVOUS IN DEEP

PAGE TWO RUTPRD 71 60N FIDENTI AL

INJNER SPACEZ. AT 1630Z ALUMINAUT SURMERGED USING MUTUAL RANGING ON
SONAR. ALUMINAUT SIGHTED ALVIN AT 1714Z DEPTTH 25-2708/6 FT. AT 1744Z
ALUMINAUT TOOK POSITION 25 YDS ASTERN OF ALVIN. THEREAFTER ALVIN
AsCENDED ANp SURFACZD. ALUMINAUT HOLDING POSITION ON 78/7 DEGREE
SLOPE USING MINIMUM POYERe. MIZAR MOVED OVERHEAD ON SURFACE AND

USING UMDERWATER TRACKING EQUIPT ON TRANSPONDER (HOUNTED ON ALUMINAUT)

FIXED ALUMINAUTS POSIT USING DECCA. MIZAR MAINTAINING<CONEAGCT:ON

ALUMIRAUT  ON SLOPE AND RELATIVE PLOT OF CONTACT UﬂTIL FURTHER NDTICE.-

MIZAR PREPARINGTRANSPONDERFOR“ROSITIONING NEAR~CONTAOT. PETREL wILL
PLANT DAM gUOY WITH ANCHOR AND TRANSPONDER AT A POSITION APPROX

5%¢/5 YDS TO SW OF ALUMINAUT FOR FUTURE SURFACE REFERENCE BUOQY.

3. INTEND TO HOLD"ALUMINAUTNEAR~CONTACT UNTIL ARVIN“READY“FORNEXT

DIvE~rS&<NAR AT WHICH TINE WILL ATTEMPT TO ATTACH A LINE TOICPARACHUTE |

SHROUDS TO MAINTAIN A CONTIOUS CONZMCT WITH OBJECT/CHUTE. WILL °
PROCEED AS SLOWLY AND DELIKLERATELY AS POSSIELE WHILE FURTYF YRUDYING
AND EVALUATING pBBYOGRAPHS WBNITNTACTSUCCESSIXLITY. HMCUEWMQRBJ IF
YEATHER OR ICJICATIONIF MBJECT V. MENRYNG TG UROBO DTPN SLOPE OCCURS,
ﬂAY HAVE TO TAXE IMMEDIATE ACTION TO RETAIN COWTACT.

4, EMPLOYING MIZAR, PRIVATEER, PETREL AS PRIMARY RECOVERY SUPPORT

CZESEKLS WITH ASILITY AND NOTABLE ON PERIMETER AND WEUFWARD SECURITY

PAGE THREE RUTPRD 271 €O NF I DENTIAL
P%TTRBS. ALL OTHPR SHUZS BUSINE X AS USUAL.
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RESERVED FOR CL JNICATION CENTER

f JCINT MESSAGEFORM DIST: CJCS-1 DJS-3 J3-8 NMCC-2 SECDEF-7 DASA-1
AR A S T ASD/ISA-9 ASD/PA-9 AE-1 WHI'TE',HG‘US/E-B STATE-1

. ; I"'t".".'] 1
CAMTIDEAITiA]
e L LR

CNO-2 CSAF-1 ANMCC/NEACP/NECPA FILE-1(49)CWS

BOOK | MULTI | SINGLE
TYPE MSG 5 ' >
X 2%,
PRECEDENCE 1. i
{AcTion ~ DRIORITY k.
EmFo DRIORITY sva @ 1220331 FEB 66 | ¢
FROM: _ ; - . SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
SECDEF DECLASSIFIED ' Distribution:
ASD(ISA)
0 - sac Authorty ieep ¥ ATSD/AE
By.ﬁ:@. NARA, Dare 4-30-87 1 3cs
3 DASA
“NFO: CINCEUR CSUSAF
16TH AF CNO
—CONEIDENTHAL DEF}8Q9 From OASD(PA) sgd Sylvester OASD(PA)
i '
For your information, following is text of approved joint State-
i DoD statement forwarded to Madrid.by State today for simultaneous
!
release by Embassy and 16th AF, subject to coordination with
Government of Spain. :
TEXT FOLLOWS:
i "Search is being pressed off the Spanish Coast for the
)
i recovery of material carried by the two planes involved in the
recent air collision and for fragments of wreckage which might
furnish clues to the cause of the accident. Included aboard the
B-52 which collided with the KC-135 tanker were several unarmed ZFF-3
DATE TIME
nuclear weapons, one of which has not yet been recovered. MQN.}HZ e
Feb | 1966
"When this search and investigation have been concluded, PAGE NO. | NO.OF
. 1 PAGES 3

IJI'I'I—-!'!'I"?;U

PHONE

SIGNATURE _
— e

: TYPED NAME AND TITLE
: QN 79312
Orville S. Splitt _

% TYPED (or atamped) NAME ANDHATLE
| Special Assistant

aAmwrmrmo

—— Arthur Sylvester
Assistant Secretary of Defense (PA)

REGRADING INSTRUCTIONS
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SECURITY CL ASSJ FIC ATiON
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FORM 'i 7 :
E 1 NOV 82 3 - REPLACES EDITION OF 1 MAIY B8 WHICH MAY BE USED.
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JOINT MESSAGEFORL-CONT.ATICN SHEET

FROM:

Al T

T R

SECDEF
further announcementl will be made of the results.

'""The impact of the weapons on land cla.usec} rupture of
weapons cases,l which resulted in scattering-of a small amount
of plutonium (PU 239) and uranium (U 235) in the immediate
vicinity of the points of impact. There Wﬁ.g no -nuclear |

explosion.

"Built-in safeguards perfected through years of extensive
safety testing, have allowed the U.S. to handle, store and
transpcrt nuclear weapons for more than two decades without a
nuclear detonation. Thorough safety ruies and practices also
have been developed for dealing with any weapon accident which

might result in the spilling of nuclear materials.

»nd animal populations have inclﬁdéd detailed laboratory studies
| by leading Spanish and U, S, scientists. They have obtained no
evidence of a health hazard, These experts say there is no
hazard from eating vegetables marketed from this area, from
eating the meat or fish or drinking the milk of animals.
'ISteps have been taken to insure that the affected areas ©
are thoroughly cleaned up, and some soil and vegetation'are

being removed.

"Radiological surveys of the Palomares area and its human |

3692

N -secemezsures are pnaxt of a2 comprehengive program fo
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i
; eliminate the chance of hazard, to set at rest unfounded fears, i; )
and thus to restore normal life and livelihood to the people of T
Palomares. "
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—SECRET— DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Vo » HATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER

MESSAGE CENTER 7 ' 0 8 7
-
CALL S3337
FOR NMCC/MC
SERVICE
F736 U  JCSQQQXWY Re2 — . . 1 2003 231

- N

ZNY $SSSS ZOV RUEAHQ READD WH/ST
- : { ;‘
OTTS JAW RUWMFNA 1655 027004 0=SSSS== RUEBHQA« g
INY $SSSS

02700357 © :
EM DIR NUCLEAR SAFETY KIRTLAND AFB NMEX DECLASSIFIED -

Authority Jﬁ*mm‘? Y .
Bysg, NARA, Dawe 4= 307

TO*RUTQBN/ 16AF TORREJON AB SPAIN
INFO RUEBHQA/0SD
RUEBHOA /CSAF

RUWJABA/DEP 1G FOR INSP AND SAFETY USAF NORTON AFB CALIF

ZEN/FC DASA SANDIA BASE NMEX

ZEN/SANDIA CORP SANDIA BASE e T

ZEN/AEC ALOO SANDIA BASE NMEX
RUE KW /CNO

RUCKHC /C INCLANTFLT

INFO....CJCS-1 DJS-37 @gc-1__ J3-8 J5-2 SECDEF-7 ASD/ISA-9 AE«]
DASA-2 CSA-2 CMC-7 ASD/PA-1 FILE-1(48)DFH/M .o — - -~ —

PAGE 1 OF.2




- ~SECRET DEPAKTMENT OF DEFENSF.

NATICNAL MILITARY SOMMAND CENTER
MESSAGE 'CENTER

§—E—€R+ETF AFINS 009863 JAN 66. FOR: 16AF (CP AND ADVON) 3
0SD (¢ASST SEC OF DEF FOR ATOMIC ENERGY/MR~HOWARD) 3

CSAF (AF11S AND AFIGOY; DIG/IS (AFIDI AND AFIDIA3);
FC/DASA (JNACC); SANDIA CORP (DIV 93¢0 AND DEPT
P48/MR S. A. MCORE); AEK/ALOO MR, WALTER F. WHITE).
16AF PASS TO GENERAWS WULSON AND BECK. SUBJECT :
ANALYSIS OF AIRPLANE COLL ISION NEAR VERA, SPAIN BY

SANDIA CORPORATION TEAM (MSG NO. 4) (U). MY AFINS

pee59, 25 JAN 66, SAME SUBJ (MSG NO, 3>. BASED ON
REFINEMENT OF CCORDINATES OF PALOMARES FROM A MORE

e —— =

DETAILED MAP THE POSITION FOR COMPUTED AIRCRAFT-———"""""
COLLISION POINT SHOULD NOW READ 37 DEGREES 4.7
MINUTES NORTH LATITUDE AND @1 DEGREE 44,1 MINUTES

WEST , REPEAT 44,1 MINUTES WEST LONGITUDE. NEW e

ESTIMATE OF UNIT NUMBER FOUR IMPACT POSITION IS

37 DEGREES 13.9 MINUTES NORTH LATITUDE AND 11 DEGREES
42.3 MINUTES WEST, REPEAT 42.3 MINUTES WEST LONGITUDE .~ )
RANGE AND AZIMUTH COMPUTATIONS GIVEN IN REFERENCED ———— — ——
MESSAGES REMAINS VALID AND UNCHANGED. GP-4.

BT . -
ADV CYS TO 0SD NMCC PAGE 2 OF 2 |




' DEPARTMENT OF DEFEN"7
—SECRET NAT:JHAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 71088 /

A
MESSAGE CENTER e

lisw/67,080e9 9-‘1 o

C1EOpooCZCEIA795CEFe9y CAL

PP RUEKDA ﬁéakﬁg%{

DE RUTGBN 3.A yeol¥y> SERYV

ZNY SS§SS8 ICE

P &b16157 3 -

FM ; 6AF ADVON SPAIN L2l 05 342

TO RUEKDA,SEC OF DEF

RUEAHQ, CSAF

RUWHNF/DIR OF AEROSPACE SAFETY NORTON AFB CALIF
RUCSC/SAC

RUEBFKA,64BW SEYMOUR JOHNSON AFB NC

RUNGGM,;quW BERGSTROM AFB TEX

RUWGHU,9 /MBW BLYTHEVILLE AFB ARK
RUWGNK OCAMA TINKER AFB OKLA
UNGNH/SAAHA KELLY AFB TEX

RUEBBAA /AFSC

RUCDS@/AFLC

RUCDAG,AFCS

RUCDAA /MAC

RUCDGU/ASD WPAFB OHIO

AIG g67

AIG

RUNHSS/ISASD VANDENBERG AFB CALIF

RUWGAA/1CEG BARKSDALE AFB LA

RUCSC,39@2ABWG OFFUTT AFB NEBR

RUEBBAA/I@GIABWG ANDREWS AFB MD

AIG 754

AIG 755

AIG 756

AIG 757

AIG €70

AIG ¢71

AIG g76

ACTu . JAE=2
INFO...CJCS-1 DJS-3 J3-8 SECDEF-7 ASD/ISA-9 ASD/PA-1 GC-1 ;7‘3
ST-1 CSA-2 CNO-2 CMC-7 DASA-2 FILE-1(50)GB/M

PAGE 1 OF 3

DECLASSIFIED =~
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4
Ny _B8-220

Wkiq. NARA. Dare 2o//=7/

—SECRET-



PARTMENT OF DEFEN"Y
—SECRET - NATOHAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER

_— MESSAGE CENTER

RUEBBRA/TAC LANGLEY AFB VA

RUHLKM/C INCPACAF

RUKDAG,SAC VICTOR ELMENDORF AFB ALASKA

RUHRKF/SAC XRAY CAMP H M SMITH HAWAII

RUTQBN,16AF TORREJON AB SPAIN

RUHLKM/ 6456 ABNCOMD COM SQ HICKAM AFB HAWAII

RUWMBAA/AFPRO BOEING CO SEATTLE WASH

RUWJFDA,WICHITA AFPRO AF PLANT WICHITA KANSAS

RUEABL/HQ COMD USAF

BT
<SG p—F—FRPSTRICTED=DATA NOFORM o048 JAN 66, SUBJECT: PROGRESS

REPORT NO, 3 OF MAJOR AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT, FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY,

(SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED, SEE AFR 127-4), FOR SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

ATSD (AE), FOR AFIAS: SAC FOR DOSD AND GEN RYAN: AFSC FOR SCIZ:

CSAF FOR AFCSG; DIG,SAFETY,

AFLC FOR DS; ALL OTHERS FoR SAFETY,

A, 17 JAN ¢6, 9232

B, SADDLE ROCK AIR REFUELING AREA SPAIN

C, KC 135 SN, 6100273

B-52SN, 58,256

$. B52 SAC g AF 8BW 51 BS SEYMOUR JOHNSON AFB NC KC135 SAC zAF
97BW Vg70MS BLYTHVILLE AFB ARK,
E THRU J, NO CHANGE
K, ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IN RESPECT TO THE COLLISON WAS SECURED
FROM CREW MEMBERS ABOARD THE LEAD KC-135, THE ARCP MADE AT
89102z, INITIAL CONTACT BY THE LEAD TANKER AND RECEIVER WAS MADE AT
5217, POSITON 3718 NORTH yisg WEST, FIFTEEN SECONDS LATER AT

9212, THE LEAD BOOM OPERATOR ANOUNCED EXPLOSION, AT p9237

REKAGE BEGAN REACHING GROUND, MAGNETIC HEADING WAS 27¢ DEGREES,
TRUE COURSE 253 DEGREES, NUMBER TWO TANKER WAS SUSPOSED TO BE AT
31,000 FEET AND TWO NAUTICAL MILES RIGHT AT SIXTY DEGREE ECHELON,
ABOVE BASED UPON OBSERVATIONS OF LEAD AIRCRAFT COPILOT AND EXTRACT OF
LEAD NAVIGATORS LOG, THE COPILOT MADE ADDITION OBSERVATIONS,
KC-135 AND B-52 INVOLVED IN THE ACCIDENT WERE MAKING CONTRAILS OFF
TO HIS RIGHT, HE OBSERVED THE OTHER RECEIVER APPROACHING HIS TANKER
AT A NORMAL RATE, JUST AFTER THE LEAD RECEIVER MADE CONTACT, HE
HEARD A TRANSMIS ION FROM THE NUMBER TWO TANKER, PRESUMABLY MADE
BY THE NUMBER TWO TANKER BOOM OPERATOR, QUOTE WATCH YOUR RATE OF
CLOSURE UNQUOTE, SHORTLY AFTER THIS THE LEAD BOOM OPERATOR
REPORTED THE EXPLOSION, MEMBERS OF THE AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT BOARD

PAGE 2 OF 3 71088



SECRET DEPARTMENT OF DEFEN"™

NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER
MESSAGE CENTER

CONTINUED THE WORK OF IDENTIFYING AND EXAMINING AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE,
WITH THE EXCEPTION OF WRECKAGE YET TO BE RECOVERED FROM THE SEA,
SWFFICIENT MATERIAL HAS BEEN IDENTFIED AND PLOTTED TO PROVIDE AN
ADEQUATE DEPICTION OF WRECKAGE PATHS, THE AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT BOARD
WILL CONVENE NEXT AT TORREJON AFB, SPAIN AND SUBSEQUENT PROGRESS
REPORTS WILL EMINATE FROM THERE, SUFFICIENT TECHNICAL ASISTANCE
WILL REMAIN AT THE SCENE TO ASSIST IN THE IDENTICATION OF WRECKAGE
RECOVERED FROM SEA,

T, THUR X, NO CHANGE

6. COL GEORGE PAYNE BOARD PRES IDENT,

GP-1

BT

ADV CY TO NMCC _ _ PAGE 3 OF 3 71088



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENS: = o5

—SECRET— NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER o A
ENTER — .
MESSAGE C 20834
CALL 53337
FOR NMCT /NG
SERVICE
ik 121 02451
JCS1137/WU .
PP RUEKDA

DE RUCKHC ®45 826194 1
ZNY SSSSS

P 261942

FM CINCLANTFLT

TO RUCKDA /COMNAVA IRLANT
RUCKDD /COMSERVLANT
RUCKOR /COMSUBLANT

RUEG XC/DEPCOMSUBL ANT
RUCKDT /COMASWFORL ANT
RUCKR X /COMSECONDFLT
INFO RUECW /CNO
ZEN/CINCLANT

RUDLKD /CINCUSNAVEUR
RUTKRC/COMS IXTHFLT

INFO.....CJCS=1 DJS-3 J3-8 J4=-3 SECDEF-7 ASD/ISA-9 ASD/PA-1 GC-1
AE-1 DASA-1 Whu’{;lOUSE-B STATE=-1 CSA-2 CSAF-1 CMC-7 FILE-1
(50)ETO/F

PAGE 1 OF 2
DECLASSIFIED = “ %}

E.O. 13292, Sec. 3
 NL /£ 5-;}&5

Byad ” NARA, Date 2- 9¢- vé



DEPARTMENT OF DEFEN.
—SECRET— NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER
MESSAGE CENTER

RUTHBH/CHJUSMG MAAG MADRID SPAIN

RUFLC ZUSC I NCEUR

RUEKDA ZJCS

BT
SRl

OVERFL IGHT OF SPAIN WITH NUCLEAR WEAPONS ~3—

A. JCS 2383 DTG 2420372 NOTAL

1. REF A ORDERED THE IMMEDIATE CESSATION OF ALL OVERFLIGHTS OF
SPAIN BY AIRCRAFT CARRYING NUCLEAR WEAPONS.

2. ABOVE PROHIBITION INTERPRETED TO INCLUDE LOGISTIC FLIGHTS.
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE ALL LOGISTIC FLIGHTS WITH CINCLANTFLT NUCLEAR
WEAPONS - INTO AND OUT OF SPAIN ARE SUSPENDED.

GP-1

BT

NNNN

ADV TO NMCC

PAGE 2 OF 2 70834



SECRET— DEPARTMENT OF DE

NATIONAL :IELSI;::: zuﬂr:Tr::un CENTER 67467
2b
/
ok e
35871
F SERVICE
-JCS 166/25 5 &
P2y 055812
RR RUEKDA

DE RUCSC 1 8258833
INY S$SSSS
R 5080252
FM SAC
TO RUEAHQ/CSAF

(" INFO RUEKDA/JCS
BT

—SEGCRETDO 09691 JAN 66

FOR AFXOPF, CSAF3 J-3, JCS. SUBJ: AIRBORNE ALERT,
IN ANTICIPATION OF RESUMING CHROME DOME SOUTH ROUTE INDOCTRINATION
AND IN RECOGNITION OF OVERFLIGHT WITH WEAPONS PROBLEMS SAC IS PLANNING
REVISED ROUTES UNDER TWO OPTIONS. THE FIRST MOVES AIR REFUELING
ROUTES OUT OVER THE WATER BUT PRESUMES CONTINUED SPANISH OVERFLIGHT
WITH WEAPONS AND WE APPRECIATE CURRENT ATMOSPHERE WOULD INDICATE NO
OVERFL IGHT PER10D. THE SECOND OPTION INVOLVES NO OVERFLIGHT OF

INFO..CJCS-1 DJS-3 J3-8 SECDEF-7 ASD/ISA-9 GC-1 ASDPA-1
AE-1 DIA-15 WH STATE-1 CSA-2 CNO-2 CMC~-7 FILE-1(59) GB/LE

DECLASSIFIED
Authoniv_mﬂ Y Y, s T RE 2
By_4AQ _, NARS, Date 222785 208

—SECRET



NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER
MESSAGE CENTER

' SECRET— DEPARTMENT OF DEFEN-T,
FOREIGN LAND MASS EXCEPT IN EMERGENCY, 1.,E,, MISSED AIR REFUEL ING,
ENGINE LOSS, ETC., AND FEATURES AN OFF COAST ORBIT SOMEWHERE BETWEEN
UeKo. AND STRAITS OF GIBRALTAR. EXACT PLACEMENT WwOULD BE A REFLECTION
OF "EFFECTIVENESS™ ADANTAGES AND AIR SPACE CLEARANCE PROBLEMS.
HOWEVER , IN ORDER TO FINALIZE ROUTE PLANNING, IT IS NECESSARY FOR
THIS HEADQUARTERS TO KNOW IF NUCLEAR CARRIERS WILL BE PERMITTED TO
LAND IN SPAIN ANF /Z0R ENGLAND IN EVENT OF EMERGENCY, REQUEST YOUR
PROMPT ACTION ON RESOLVING NUCLEAR OVERFLIGHT AND/OR LANDING

AND UNDER WHAT CONDITIONS, GP-4,

BT

NNNN

ADVANCE COPY NMCC PAGE 20F 2
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M DEPARTMENT OF DEFEN | -
SECRET NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 6 7 5 8 9

MESSAGE CENTER 1
F" o ¥
s e
B204 7/25/JCS352/R2 F ?SREﬁi{'JihCE
IE N49 GE [AG4S5E | A98B CEF 435 )
12y 09042
00 RUEKDA
[E RUTHAN 12 8241955 m
ZNY SSSSS s

0 2419357 L MJ « .

M 16AF ADVON

TO RUEKDA-/ SECDE FWASH DECLASSIFIED ~ .3
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 '

RUEPXG/AEC WASH Ny 28 220

INFO RUEAHQ/ CSAF WASH Mdagfl NARA. Daw=227/
RUCSC/CINCSAC OFFUTT AFB

RWIMFNAZDIR NUC SFTY KIRTLAND AF NM

RUNPQAZAEC ALO N

RUKPQL/DASL LOS ALAMOS NM

BT

~-E—E—R-E—FRESFRHEFER~BAEA-ATOMIC ENER ACT 1954, C-08031., JANGG.

AEC (OMAd: INFO: SECDEF CASTD-AE): CSAF, FOR

GEN MCCONNEL:CINCSAC FOR GEN RYAN: DNS AFINS): AEC CALO):

THIS MSG IN TWO PARTS. PARTI. AEC WASH FOR DMA FROM DR. LANGHAM,

SURVEY OF SITUATION SHOWS TWO AREAS OF SIGNIFICANT ALPHA CONT=-

ACT.....AE"z
INFO....CJCS-1 DJS-3 J3-8 SECDEF-7 ASD/ISA-9 GC-1 ASD/PA-1 STATE-1
W/HOUSE-3 CSA-2 CNO-2 CMC-7 FILE-1 (48)GB/CL

PAGE 1 OF 3



DEPARTMENT OF DEFEN™
SECREF SaTiONAL Ny COMMAND CENTER
MESSAGE CENTER

AMINAT |IONos SURFACE CONTAM INAT ION RANGES FROM ABOUT 509 MICROGRAMS
OF PU PER SQUARE METER WITHIN 5 TO 18 FT OF IMPACT POINTS TO
ABOUT 26 MICRO GRAMS PER SQUAREMETER AT ONE HALF MILES DOWNW IND

IN AN ARC OF APPROX3d? DEGREES. ONE UNIT RESULTED IN NO SPREAD

OF ACTIVITY, ONE RESULTED IN ACHIVITY BEING SPREAD IN THE COMMUNITY
OF PALOMERES. A THIRD UNIT SPREAD ACTIVITY IN A NEAR BY AREA WHICH
IS LARGELY UNIHABITED BUT PARTIALLY CULTIVATED: THE FOWRTH KIT HAS
NOT BEEN FOUND, THE MOST TROUBLESOME SITUATIONS THAT CREATED

IN THE COMMUNITY OF PALOMARES WHICH INUd.VES PEOPLE, THEIR FARM
ALOTS AND THEIR DOMESTIC ANIMALS. IT 1S OUR CONTENT ION THAT Nb

FREAL HEALTH HAZARD TO THE PEOPLE HAS BEEN SUSTAINED. THE

NUISANCE POTENT IAL HOWEVER IS SIZEABLE AND TO THEM THE POTENT IAL
ECONOMIC ASPECTS ARE SERIOUS. THEIR PRODUCE ON WHICH THEY DEPEND
FOR A LIVING IS BEING REFUSED IN THEIR MARKET ING CHANNELS THE
EXTENT TO WHICH THIS 1S HAPPENING IS NOT KNOWN. MANY LOCAL

INHAB ITANTS HAVE BEEN CHECKED FOR EXTERNAL CONTAMINAT ION AND
OCCASIONALLY L IGHT TO MODERATE CONTAMINAT ION OF SHOES AND

OTHER CLOTHING HAS BEEN DETECTED AND IMMEDIATELY AND EASILY REMOVED.
EVERY EFFORT IN MINIMIZE ANY REAL RISK TO THE POPULAT ION IS BEING

PAGE 2 OF 3 67589



| . DEPARTMENT OF DEFENT.
W HATICNAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER
MESSAGE CENTER

TAKEN. THE LOCAL AND NAT IONAL AUTHORITIES ARE COOPERAT IVE BUT NOT-
EASILY CONVINCED AS TO HOW BEST TO DEAL WITH THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE
PROBLEM. PART 11. SEC DEF CSAF, CINCSAC GEN RYAN AND OTHER INFO
ADDRESSEES. THiIS MSG PREPARED BY DR. LANGHAM, ASST HEALTH DIVISION
LEADER, LOS ALAMOS, FOR DMA TO PASS TO DR, SEABORG AND IS DR,

LANGHAMS ON THE SPOT ASSEESMENT. GP1 .
BI

NNNN

ADV CY TO NMCC PAGE 3 OF 3
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—SECREF—  BEPARTMENT OF DEFENSL

NATIONAL MILITARY GRMMAND CENTER (OF
MESSAGE CENTER

B139 VJCSB29/24/R-2/R5
(ZCOZR256VV ~ XDA44TANAB28
WREKDA

(E RUTHAN 41311572

WNY SSSSS

— -
0 231180Z Z

X 16AF ADVON -

0 RUEAHQ CSAT,

RLEKDA/SECDEF'

RUNMFNAD ICNUCWAR SFTYKIRTLAND KB M
RRUNHN/DP IFPGEN FOR INSP AND SFTYNORTON AFB CAL IF
RUCSC/ AC

RUEHBBAF WE STOVECAFXSS

RUT QXA/ 16AF TORREJONUB SPAIN

RUZFK/688H SEYMUR JOHNXN AX NC

RUEBBA/AF SC

RUCDQ/AFLC

RUNGMSAAMA KELLY AFB TEX

RUWMFNAAFWC KCTWNDUFB NMEX

RUVHHL/0OUHILL AFB UTAH

ACT: AE-3
INFO: CJCS-1 DJS-3 J3-8 SECDEF-7 ASD/ISA-9 ASD/PA-1 GC-1 w}
ST-1 CSA-2 CNO-2 CMC-7 FILE-1 (49) JH/VB
\ 1 OF 12
SANITIZED

E.O. 13292, Sefr 36
NL)_O0S-/§

£59 08

/
CALL 53337
FOR NMCG/MC

SERV‘CE

| 24 mu |

USE-3

By sad- . NARA, Date_//-/3- b —SECRET—

~~

S

®
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https://Date11::!J:.ll

. —SECREF— REPARTMENT OF DEFENSL
NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER
MESSARE CENTER

FO RUFPBWL UUFE CP L INDSEY AS GER
RUCVSK/SAC OTSL CARSWELL AFB TEX

B
SE—F==wmR0 CO010 JAN 66. SECT ION ONE OF TWO SECT IONS.

FG NMCCONELL AND , 46-,.

BJECT: SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT NO. 1 CADVON OF NUCLEAR ACCIDENT
(BROKEN ARROW). CSAF AFI1GO, AFIS, AFSSS-AE; AFIF; AFIDI3 DO,DM,
00SD; 8AF AND 16AF (0,0M,DS); DCO, DCM,DS;SCIZ; MCASS; SAHMT;

WYN; 00YS.

THE PJPIMINARY RQORT 273 SW UNCLAS MSG BDS 81055,

17 JAN 66 COVERED ONLY AIRCRAFT ASPECTSMF ACDT. ADDIT IONAL
IPPLEMENTAL REPORTS HAVE BEEN SENT OKT FROM TORREJON AB. REPORTS
DID 'NOT GO TO ALL ABOVE ADDRESSEES HOWEVER THIS REPORT CONST ITUTES
AVAILABLE INFORMAT ION ON WEAPONS AND RADCOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF

THIS ACDT FROM OCCRRENCE. FUTURE SUP REPTS 8)) 23 $$8%,-53%
"ADVON". ADDRESSEES REQUIRED BY ATCHM'T ' AFR 127-4 WERE USED.
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. | |

Ae 17 JAN 66. 89237, VILLAGE OF PALOMARDS, SPAIN 168 DEGREES

TRUE AT 216N MILES FROM TORREJON AB,

8. FowR, N 50v5S. NO. 1. SER

2 OF 12 65908
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~<SEEREF~— PEPARTMENT OF DEFENSL
' NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAMD CENTER
WRESSARE CENTER

NO. 54327; NO. 2 SER NO. 330448; NO. 3, SER NO. 434379 AND NO

4, SER NO. 45345, WEAPONS WILL BE REFERED TO AS NO. 1,2,3, OR

4 IN THIS AND FUTURD REPORTS. NONE OF THE WEAPONS PRODUCED A NUCLEAR
(ETONAT ION. NO. 1 FOUND APPROX 20@ YARDS ON SHORE IN A TRUCK

GARDENING AREA. NO HABITATION IN IMMEDCATE VICINITY. MONITORING WITH
PAC-1S AND T-298 REVEALED NO CONTAMINAT 1ON. A/S SW INDICATED SAFE. LOADING
LUGS WERE STILL ENGAGED IN MB=3 RACK. TAIL CLOSING PLATE HAD TORN AWAY
FROM THE CASE. 16 AND ONE HALF FOOT RIBBON DROUGUE CHUTE HAD DEPLOYED.
RING AT END OF CASE HAD NOT BEEN PULLED AWAY. BOMB NOSE DEPRESSED |NWARD
FROM IMPACT. THREE OF FOUR BOMB FINS WERE TORN AWAY AND ARE MISSING

THE 3 FINS AND TAIL PLATE HAVE NOT BEEN RECOVERED. WEAPON WAS RENDERED
SAFE. WPN AND PARCHUTE ASSEMBL IES WERE SEPARATED AND INDIVIDUALLY

LIFTED BY HEL ICOPTER INTO TRANSPORT TRUCK.

NO 2 WEAPON WAS FOUND IN ISLOATED UNINHABITED HILL APPROX' ONE MILE

WEST OF VILLAG OF PALOMARES. AREA [S ROCKY AND SUPPORTS NO VEGETAT ION.

- ¢.ale)
A Low ORDER HIGH DETONAT 10N ocCWRRED. APPROX I

WAS RECOVERED I[N SMALL PIECES AND SL IVERS.CRATER WAS APPROX 28 FT

ACROSS AND 6 FT DEEP. SECONDARY WAS IN CRATER.; -_, o (.a.)
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NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER
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END. TRITUIM BOTTEL HAD BEEN BLOWN INTO POTT ING MATERIAL OF FIRE SET.

T-BOTTLE RECOVERED ABOUT 25 FEET FROM CRATER. VENT ING OF T-BOTTLE
COWwD NOT BE ASCERT&IINED. AFTERBODY AND- PARA-PACK HAD BEEN BLOWN
ABOUT 198 YARDS AWAY. MDF HAD FUNCT IONED. 16 AFD ONE HALF FEET
RIBBON DROGLE CHUTE HAD SPILLED OUT. MAIN CHUTE WAS OUT MK RUPTERED
CASE BUT WAS-STILL IN CHUTE COVER. WPN CASE FRAGMENTS WERE FOUND
WITHIN 108 YARDS OF CRATER IN ALL DIRECT IONS,

NO. 3 WEAPON FOUND IN VEGETABLE GARDEN WITHIN VILLAGE OF PAL OMARES
APPROX 2 MILES NORTHWEST OF NO. 1.

ECONDARY WAS LOCATED IN CRATER & FT ACROSS AND 3 FT DEEP. LOW

(RDER DETONAT ION OF HE OCCURRED. _HE RECOVERED IN SMALL “'“‘J
CHUNKS AND DESTROYED LOCALLY. AFTEJBODY FAILY INTACT BUT DENTED

BY IMPACT AND DETONAT ION. 16 AND ONE HALF FT RIBBON DROGUE CHUTE

[EPLOYED. WPN CASE AND INTERNAL WPN PARTS BAOLY BROKEN UP AND MANGLED

BY IMPACT AND DETONAT ION. ¢.ala)

TRITIUM BOTTLE MASHED,
RUPT URED AND VENTED. FOUND ABOUT 15068 FT ROM IMPACT. MAIN CHUTE INTACT
FREMAINED INSIDE AFTERBODY.O

N
L oF 12 65908

N

RN '

N

™,
£

Yo

N



~SECRET—  BEPARTMENT OF DEFENSL
MATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CEMTER
WESSAGE CEWTER .

0. 4 WEQPON HAS NOT BEEN FOQND. REAR COVER PLATE WITH MDF INTACT WAS
FECOVERED. IT APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN UNIFORMILY PUSHED AWAY FROM WEAPON.
INTENSIVE SEARCH CONTPNUES FOR WPN BY NAVY EOD DIVERU AND USAF PERSONNEL «
Ce KC-135, 61-08273 AND B252G, 58-256.

D. 68BW, SEYMOUR JOHNSON AFB, NeCo, HQ 8AF, SAC.

Eo IN-FLIGHT REXLELING OF CHROMEDOME B=52 BY KC-135 AT 31,000 FT
ALTITUDE, SADBLE ROCK AIR REFUEL ING AREA, SPAIN 3714M/0147W.

Fo DURING A RENDEZVOUS THE B252 WASHCLOSING FOR REFQEL ING WITH THE TANKER
AND A MID-AIR -UU.LISION OCCURRED. BOTH AIRCRAFT CRASHED. ALL FOLR WEAPONS
LEFT THE BOMB BAY. THREE WEAPONS WERE FOUND IN CONBIT ION

IND ICATED ABOVE. ALL BUT A FEW OF THE WEAPON PARTS RECOVERED WERE PLACED
IN TEMPORARY PACKAGES AND TAKEN TO TORREJON AB. ITEMS ARE BE ING RZPACKED
INDER CCNTRULLED CONDIT IONS. DECONTAMINAT ION WILL BE EFFECTED TO INYURE
OUTSIDE CONTAINERS HAVA NO RADIAT ION COUNT. AEC PERSONNEL ARE ASSIST ING
AND ALL ITEMS WILL BE AIRLIFTED TO THE Zi. ALPHA

CONTAM INAT ION EXISTS IN IMMED IATE AND ADJACENT AREAS WHERE NO. 2I AND

NO. 3 WEAPONS IMPACTED. NO DEATHS OR INJURIES RESUWTED FROM FALL ING

WEAPONS OR CONVENT |ONAL HIGH EXPLOSIVE DETONAT IONS.
NO. 2 WEAPON FELL IN ISOLATED UNINHABITED HILL, ALTHO AREA SHOWS

Y oF 12 | 65908
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KATIONAL MILITARY COMMAMD CEMTER
MESIAGE CENTER

VARYING LEVEI;_S OF CONTAMINATION ITS REMOTE LOCATION

KEPS PERUONNEL AWAY NO. 3 WEAPON FELL IN THE VILLAGE OF PALOMARES.
INHABITANTS L IVE CLOSE TO THE IMPACTED AREA. CROPS SURROUND THIS AR
DURING 18 JAN TO PRESENT, RAD MONITORING WAS PERFORMED AROUND NO. 2
AND 3 WEAPON IMPACT AREAS SHINX CONTAMINAT ION. PAC-1S ALPHA
(ETECTORS WERE USED. SOIL, CROPS, BUILDINGS, 'HA_TEJ, THE ATMOSPHERE,
FERSONNEL  CINCLUDING SPAINISH GUARDIA CIVIL AND. CIVILIANS), ARE
CONT INUING TQ BE CHECKED FOR CONTAMINAT ION.

USAF PERSONNEL WERE MONITORED FOR POSSIBWE CONTAMINAT ION. READINGS
ON CLOTHING OF EOD PERSONNEL RANGED FROM 190-1508CPM. ONE 1SOLATED
FEADING WAS 15,660 CPM. DECONTAMINAT |ON REDUCED T_HIS TO A NEGL IGIBLE
POINT . AIR SAMPLES TAKEN ON 19 JAN IN THE CAMP

SITE AﬁPROXIMATELY ONE MILE FROM PALOM_ARES WERE NEGAT IVE. AT LEAST
53 URINE SAMPLES OF USAF PERSONNEL HAVE BEEN TAKEN AS OF 1888HRU
22 JANUARY AND WILL BE SENT TO LAB FOR ANLYSIS.

EAe

ON 26 JAN, WATER SAMPLES WERE TAKEN FROM WELLS NEAR VILLAGE OF SAXPLES

WERE SENT TO LAB FOR ANALYSIS. GP=1
BT

NNNN
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C143 CJCSRT4/24/R2 SERVICE
COZR26OVV  XDARTEANADE? F2d 05 547z
00 RUEKJA |
DE RUTHAM 17 2311572
ZNY SSSSS
0 2311892 ZEL
FM 16AF ADVOK.
TO RUEAHQ/ CSAF
RUEKDA/ SECOEF
RUNMFNA/DIR NUCLEAR SFTY KIRTLAND AFS N -
RUNHNF/DEP INSP GEN FOR INSP ANC SFTY NORTON AFB CALIF
RUCSC/ SAC |
RUETHB/8AF WISTCVEn AFB MASS
RUTQBNA/18AF TCRREJON A3 SPAIN
RUETFK/ 6884 SEYMOUR JGHNSON AFB NC
RUEBBAA/ AFSC
RUCDSQ/AFLC
DLYGIUJGBXSAAMA VV  XDA53ANAG2Y
00 RUEKDA

DE RUTHAN 17 2311572
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ZNY SSSSS

0 2311087 ZEL

F¥ 16AF ADVON

TO RKEAHQ/CSAF

RUEKDA/SECOEF

RUSMFNAZD IR NUCLEAR SFTY KIRTLANG AFB NM

RUWHNF/DEP [NSP GEN FOR INSP AND SFTY NORTON AFB CALIF
/ RUCSC/SAC

RUETHB/8AF WESTOVER AFB MASS

RUTQBNA/16AF TORREJON A3 SPAIN

RUETFK/68BY SEYMOUR JOHNSON AFE NC

RUTBBAA/ AFSC

S

RUCDSQ/AFLC
) RUNGNH/SAAMA KELLY AFB TZX
QUWMFNAZAFSHC KIRTLARD AFR MMEX
RUMHHL/00AMA HILL AFB CTAH
INFO RUFPB4L/USAFE CP LINDSZY AS GER
RUCVSK/SAC OTSL CARSWELL AFB TEX
37
! §—E——F—t=F RD CB315 JAN 66. FINAL SECTION OF 2. RESULTS wERE NIGLIGIBLE

8 OF 12 65908



_SECRET— ) REPARTMENT OF DEFENSL
MATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CEMTER
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(1.3 X 16-3 VICROSRANS PER LITER). AIR SAXPLES TAKEN INDICATED
INSIGHIFICANT CONTAMINATION (RANGES FROM 2.3 X 13-7 T0 3.8 X 16-6
MICROGRA¥S PER CUBIC ‘METER). ON 26 JAN, SPANISH NUCLEAR ENERGY
COMMISSION REPRESENTATIVES MADE CONTACT WITH US AND MADE PLANS

FOR MONITORING PERSONNEL, SOIL, 3UILDING, AND AJR AND FOOK

URINE GRAB SAMPLES OF FAMILIES LIVING WITHIN IMMEDIATE V\C-

INITY OF CRATER IN PALOMARES. URIMNE SAMPLES RESL‘LTS WERE 0.3, p.2,
0.2 CGLNTS PER MINUTE FROM SAVPLES 13, 15 AND T CUBIC '
CENTIMETERS, RESPECTIVELY.

QURING 21 JAN 1966, RAD MONITORING CONTINUED N AND ARDUND

NO 2 ANC 3 WEAPON IMPACT ARZAS. PAC-1S ALPHA DETECTORS WERE USEB.
IN THE §0. 3 AREA MONITORING COVERED A FAN SHAPED AREZA 36D DEGREES

THRU 99 DEGREES APPROXIMATELY ONE TO ONE AND ONE HALF MILES AND A

SEMI CIRCLE 183 DEGREES THRU 368 DEGREES FOR APPROXIMATELY 1808 FEET,

ALL FROM WEAPON CRATEJ. ALL CROPS WERE MONITORKED WITHIN AND AROUND NO. 3

AREA. READINGS IN EXCESS OF 188 CPY WEJE IDENTIFIED. READINGS RANGD
FROM NON-DETECTASLE TO 160,68 CP¥. AIR SAVPLES 163 FEET EAST 10
SOUTH FROM CRATER WERE TAKEN DURING DECONTAXINATION

OPERATION. RESULTS REVEALED THAT NO RESPIRATORY PROTECTION WAS

REQUIRED FOR SHORT TZRM ZXPOSURE (20 DRM/M TO THZ THIRD POWER)

;9 OF 12

65908
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PERSONNEL PER.FORMING

DECONTAMINATION %ER EQUIPPED WITH RESPIRATORS. NO SPANISH PERSONNEL

WERA WITHIN THE AREA. A MAP OF THE NO. 3 AREA WAS MADE SHOWING

READ INGS TO CETERMINZ WHAT CROPS AND ACREAGE TO BUY. THE NORTH WALL OF
THE HOUSE SOUTHEAST OF THE CRATER WAS MCN TOR.ED'. READINGS WERE LESS

5¢ CPM. AREZA AROUND CND CRATER

WHERE READINGS IN EXCESS COF 199,000 CPM WERE IDENTIFIED. THIS

COVERED APPROXIMATELY 10,000 SQ. FEET AREA AROUND CRATER WATH READIEBS

IN EXCESS OF 2000 CPM BUT LESS THAT 100,000 WAS lDENTIFl_ED. THIS COVERED

PAGE 3 RUTHAN 17T R E T

APPROX IMATELY 45,006 SQ. FEET. PERSONNEL PERFCAMING BECONTAMINAT ION

OPERATION WITHIN THIS AREA WERE MONITOREZD AT END OF WORK DAY.

DECONTAMINATI O WAS. PERFORVED. |

WD, 2 WEAPON CRATER IN ISLOATED, UNINHABITED HILL WAS MONITORED.

READINGS AT CRATER OR GROUND ZERD (GZ) #ERE 108,000CPH. |

DISTAFCES ARE APPROXIMATE. AT 39 DEGKZES AND 35 FEET FROM GI, 25.0P0

CPM; AT 70 OEGREES AND 18 FEET, 86,0860CPM; AT 70 DEGREES AND 230

FEET, 2,502 CPM; AT 219 DEGREES - AND 18 FEET, 110,000 CPM; AT 2199

peGReES AND 26 FEET, 45.026 cPv. APPROXIMATELY | v was 6.2 (=)
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AZCOVERED ¥ITHIN CRATER,

ON 22 JAN NO. 3 WPN CRATZR wAS JUG OUT. REMOVED APPRQK 2 FEET OF
CONTAMINTED TGP SOIL. CRATZR OILED UOGN WITH WITH

LIGHT OIL SPRAY. READINGS AFTER REYCVAL RANGZD FROM 20,000 CPM TO

120 CPM. VEGETATION WAS REMOVED

Lo ]

90,803 CP¥ WITH AVRAG OF 58,
FROW PLLTS ADJACENT TO NO 3 WPN CRATER. APROY ONE AND ONE MALF ACRES

WERE REWOVED. ON 22 JAN 1966 A |
MEETING TOOK PLACE BETWEEN USAF MILITARY PERSONNEL AND SPANISH MEDICAL,
CIVIL DEFENSE, NUCLEAR ENERGY COMMISSSICN OFFICIALS,

THE MAYOR OF PALOMARES, CROP OWNERS AND CROP ASSZSSORS. TINTATIVE

ARRANGEMENTS ARE BEING MADE TO BUY 18 ACKES CF

CROPS , 5 PIGS AND 26 RABBITS. ADDITIONAL FAkM ANIMALS ARE BEING

CONSIDERZD FOR PURCHASE. ALL ANIMALS ARE BEING CONTROLLED

3Y SPANISH OFFICIALS.

"R. A.F. CORUGDCO, LAISCN OFFICER TC TCRREJON AS COMDR,

ATTZNDED THIS MEETING., HE SPEAKS SPANISH FLUENTLY. HE SAID VILLAGERS

"

REACTED VEZRY FAVCRABWE AND WEREHMORZ RELAXED. THEY ARE THINKING
YMORE OF THE MOMEY THEY WILL RECZIVE RATHER THAN CF ANY UNKNOWN

CONSEQUENCES OR IMAGINED FEARS GEMEKATAS A RESULT OF THE ACDT.

11 OF 12 65908
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/,

THE.jéhF CLAIMS OFFICER SAID THE LANDOWNERS WERE EXTREMELY COOPERATIVE.
) THEY UNDERSTGOD THE SITUATION AND MADE NO JEMANDS FOR IMMIDATZ PAY-
WENT--TEY PREFERRED TO @WAIT UNTIL TOTAL JAMAGES WEKE ASSESSED.

TENTAT!VE COST DAMAGED CROPS FOR TWC LANDOWNERS WAS ARRIVED

N

AT, 1.E. $418.33 AND $383.33. LAFGOWNERS AGREED TO MOVE

THE IR FAXILIES OUT OF ARA DURING CLEAN UP.

) |
G.UNKNOEN
D W NEGATIVE
'r; MHU-20C CLIP IN ASSEVBLEY.
) J. EOD CUSAF AND NAVY), WEDICAL AND SECURITY ASSISTANCE IS 8EING USED.

"SECURITY GUARDS AND GUARDIA CIVIL ARE BEING USED.
ITEM F. ABOVE. L T el
RUTHAN 17 t—t—£tREtF

L. RECOUE“E“ NATERIAL wAS TAKEN TO TORREJON AB FOR FURTHER
REPACKAGING BEFGRE SHIPMENT BY AIR TO ZI
) P NO NEWS RELEASE HAS BEEN VACE FROM SITE OR 16AF .

'ﬁ.-No

/

0 D. G. APOSTALON, MAJ. HQ SAC, NUCLEAR WEAPONS
?OFFICER, EXT. 3125, OFFUTT AF3. THIS REPORT WAS

N

J“fSUBMITTED FROM SITE OF ACCIDENT. GP-#%

iL;BT-

J " ADV CY NMCC

s PAGE 12 OF 12 65908
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, ‘ ~ SERVICE

ffAF IN; . 51711 (21 Jan 66 F/sah | %

i ADDED DIS‘I'. J‘CS-J.,CN—-MCC 1 (Stz*at y&%@@;ﬁgi

ACTION' ¥ SSS-—I (Per Uolonel Butt, xOP » QU Ja EE D
S INp ‘XOPhl, XOPX-2, XPD-4, IIS-l, IG0=1, SAFOF-;, MSG-I :gfsul |
K ' 3 e

XOP'1 '« GEN CLIZBE .. | . 3
"1 - omN AynesworTR }ﬁi+
, h - HEN SWANCUDE INFO .CJCS-1 DJS-3 J3-8 SECDEF-7
“i1 = COL BECK ' ASD/ISA =9 ASD/PA 1 GC-] AE - I
1 = COL MARSHALL ~ ' ' o
. 1'= COL SHOTTS

v SO SRS 1 w—H-eu'S'E'?' STATE-1 CMC~7 FILE- 1 )
‘1 .. 0oL WEED _ (us)aa/L B I

 SAFOS ‘1 = GEN MOBRIDE . .- *.
as 71’¢f00L DAUGHTREY f?,f1777"];ﬁﬁ}1

“ 0SD"1° "< LT COL GORNALL (PH 75162) _
- GEN KIRKENDALL 777 :’__"-';'T e
‘  -_ COL BOWLEY o
Lk XDGML"< COL CHRISTENSEN . '_ e
) g .f_"?""-}*\'-'-f‘"'*-‘ --i"-“-' OPS DEP MAJ LOWERY “h f. '

“ XPD. 1 -'COL ANDERSON (e | B
RE!\DDRESSI‘.D TO WHITE HDUSE (meor, cnoss) ety w2 Mg
R TS - © SANITIZED
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(Repraduction af this msssage i sehols or (n part ls prodibited withoul agiproval of THE OFFICK OF PRIMARY HF.'.‘IH'HNNI'}IIIMTV.J

e [ —— .~ copYNO.

AFHOQ AN a2 0-3093 . .. ' “_S'EG'R'&—-—. :

PR v EDITIONG OF i e
lmmuuutmn i 5 D S

. . gy
S ot - S g e g =" b
G Blsgemim= ,.4.. a,-,'-., ¥

=




;
 DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
: . STAFF MESSAGE BRANCH
gk A Sy o INCOMING MESSAGE Be .
‘gQ};J._;AF IN : 51711 (21 Jan 55?_ﬁ1' : Pg 2of b
i E . o, T
"-'.sma F200Z CZCHQASB3ZCEJBT4S b :
PP RUEAHQ | & b
| 'f;DE RUEPHZ 10 5292143 ) s o
 ZNY S$SSSS ':;g; T '_z';~ E I
'_szﬁﬁz"“"' s g o
-i'FM DASA
. "TO RUECH/CNO
 €ﬁmem N
 RUIPUJ/INACC SANDIAB NMEX
- RUEAHQ/CSAF ]
_,__ST i T . . . e | ‘i
s+4HH;LHmHEH%%Ha&HmmmmmN5wm3 | : . o
R FOLLOWING IS AEC OBSERVER TEAM STATUS REPORT ON WEAPONS 1N |
© B-52/KC 135 ACCIDENT AT PALOMARES, SPAIN. AS OF TIME OF REPORT,
| 2015027, THREE OF THE FOR MK 28 FI WEAPONS HAVE BEEN FOUND IN
CONDIT 1ON AS DESCRIBED BEL OW3 | £
| 2« VEAPON ONE CHH54327): RELATIVELY INTACT AFTER IMPACT IN REMOTE :
' '-'AREL THREE TAIL F INS MISSING, PILOT CHUTE PULLED OUT, NOSE. %
\ PA;%IALLY CRUSHED, RACK ATTACHED TO LUGS;‘READY SAFE SWITCH IN SAFE % |
POSI:{ON. WEAPON TWO: APPARENT LOW ORDER DETONATION ON' IMPACT :

. ULV ﬂunmsor
A I A

" (Reproduetion of this message i whols or {n part s prokibited without approval of THE OFFICE OF PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY)

FORM
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DEPARTMENT CF THE AIR FORCE
STAFF MESSAGE BRANCH
INCOTAING MESSAGE

PAF IN : 51711 (21 Jan 66) . pg3ofh

' - - 6. 2(&)

. IN A RemoTE AREA. (NSNS oF Hc RESIOUE RECOVERED. . 7
PAGE 2 RUEPWZ 10CHE-C R E—T-FORMERL Y- RESTRIGIED-DATALORORN— |

CTHE TAIL WITH PILOT CHUTE PULLED OUT AND GROUND IMPACT DAMAGE FOUND -

| )~ APPROXIMATELY 198 FEET BACK ON TRAJECTORY PATH.. THE PIT HAS NOT - 4 w—--soiiit

' . .1 BEEN FOUND. THE SECONDARY was Founo wiTH [ (.pts-) |

|” RESERVIIR FOUND ON EDGE OF IMPACT CRATER--CONDITION UNKNOWN, T e b

S0k FUZING AND FIRING COMPONENTS RECOVERED, INCLUDING READY SAFE

. SEITCH. FOSITION OF READY SAFE SWITCH CAN ONLY BE DETERMINDE BY
CLATER POST MORTEM.  WEAPON THREE: APPARENT LOW OROER DETONATION ON .

INPACT WITHIN 200 FEET OF iNHABITED_ STRUCTURE S. | (-‘?_,5-5[",)

: ‘--;;_;OF-.HE.RE51DUE RECOVERED. ONE RUPTURED RESERVOIR - - --- - . o '""A-,i

__-‘

BELIEVED TO BE FROM THIS WEAPON ABD APPROXIMATELY,ONE THOUSAND
YARDS FROM WEAPON IMPACT POINT. NO FUZING AND FIR ING: COMPONENTS -
RECOVERED AS YET ] |
- 3I.‘A|'."PHA‘ICOUNTS IN ONE OF THE IMPACT (RATERS (WEAPON 2 OR 3)
HA%.%E"BEEN RECORDED AS HIGH AS 450,800 CPM. THE OTHER CRATER HAS
ALPHA READ INGS, BUT PRECISE FICURES NOT AT HAND AS THIS MESSAGE IS
. PREPARED, ¥

4. THE SEARCH 1S CONTINUING FOR THE FOURT'H WEAPON UTILIZING.
ﬁPPROXIMATELY 409 PERSONNEL ON FOOT, ALL AVA ILABLE AIRCRAFT, |

(Reproduction of this message in gmzc or in part is prokidited without approval of THE OFFICE OF PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY.)
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" DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE °
 SIAFF MESSAGE BRANCH
INCOMING MESSAGE

AF IN : 51711 (21 Jan 66) = " _:"-_Pg'«l#_":'of, i

-

-y,

AND AT LEAST ONE NAVY VESSEL. ks
5. WEAPON RESIDUE FROM THREE WEAPONS ARE TO BE SHIPPED VIA TRUCK
" PAGE 3 RUEPWZ 10 S—E—G-R—E—T—FORMERLY RE STRICTED-DATAZNORORN—

TO SAN JAVIER, THEN BY AIRCRAFT TO TORREJON AIR BASE FOR REPACKAGING

- AS NECESSARY. COMMUN I CAT 1 ONS FACILITIES EXTREI-‘ELY L IMITED RT THE

- ACCIDENT SCENE WHICH REQUIRES DEL IVERY OF CLASSIFIED wsssasss T0'

'TORREJON FOR TRANSMISSION .TTHE CONUS. GP=1e

BT ';‘ ok ' -
J NNNN NO'I‘E._ADVANCE COPY DELIVEHED TO xopx. o I 1
./‘ o3 ._.. ]
11 et

. FRTVIOUS KDITIONS OF 5 e ooy
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DIPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
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INCOMING 24385AGE
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4. FOLLOVING IS AEC C3SERVER TEAM STATUS REPORT ON WEAPONS IN
B-52/KC 135 ACCIDENT AT PALOMARES, SPAIN. AS OF TIME OF REPGRT,
2015322, THREE OF THE FOUR MK 28 F1 WEAPONS HAVE BEEN FOUND IN
CONDIT 10X AS DESCR ISED BELOU: '

2. VEAPON ONE CUFBY32T) ¢ RELATIVELY INTACT AFTER IMPACT IN REMOTE
JRThs THREE TAIL FINS MISSING, PILOT CHUTE PULLED OUT, NOSE . = | 3

. . . .
PARTI#_LY CRUSHED, RACK ATTACHID TO LUGS, READY SAFE SWITCH IN SAFE
N IO\. ‘..fr.APON TWO: APPuRENT Low C‘IDER DETONATION ON’ IMPACT _ ; '

,

(R;,. fuctic qﬂ.i{l esmge in whole or in part s prohibited without ﬂppnnl of THE OF‘F!CE 01"" PR!'H’JRY RE?PO&SIBH ITY)

- e, o T s . . COPY NO.
¥ AFHQ e 0-3098B e T AT = 2 A T T W :

i . PALVIOUS LOITIONS OF o g PR ) : £

'l'lli'!uu HAY 8T USEO.




B e S R e e T

= L A ANy e, P e
e b W L i ‘I

R e wie e Sue e
ARTENT SF Ter MR PRI -
§ToFF WitiAst
I\ c{’

- nlv"l

No MEAGL

*"
!‘1
]
.__\0
W
j
-~
'|..J
} 2
~~
no
j
oy
]
e
(62Y
[8))
f——

A FENMOTE AR

_o. HE RESIOUE RECOVERED.
1
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2 RUERIZ I} lR—t—F=FORMERC Y RECSTRICTEO—BaFAANeroRN—

| PACS
THE TAIL VITH PILOT CHUTE PULLED OUT AND CROUND IMPACT DAMAGE FOU
APPROX MMATELY 162 FEZT BACK ON TRAJECTORY PATH.. THE PIT HAS NOT
ZEN FOUND. THE

RESCRYIIR FOUND ON EDGE GF IMPACT CRATER--CONDITION UNKNOﬂN&

e scconoarY was Founo viTH

LY

SCWEZ FUZING AND FIRING COMPONINTS RECOVERED, l“CLUUlNG READY SAFE

STITCH. FOSITION OF READY SAFE SYITCH CAN ONLY BE DETERMINDE BY

'LATER POST }CRTE
IMPACT WITHIN 206 FEET

OF INHABITED STRUCTURE s._—

- 7 = Rssmuz'aacovsaeo ONE RUPTURED RESERVOIR - * —

'BELIEVED TO S FROM THIS WEAPON ABD APPROX IMATELY ONE THOUSAND
© YARDS FRCY WEAPON IMPACT POINT. NO FUZ ING AND FIRING COMPONENTS -
chwéasn AS YET o |

" 3. ALPHA COUNTS IN ONE OF THE IMPACT (RATERS iwaam 2 R 3 |
AYE BZEN RECCROED AS HIGH AS 450,600 CPM. THE OTHER CRATER HAS
JLPHA READINGS, BUT PRECISE FIGURES NOT AT HAND AS THIS MESSAGE |
PREPARED, - | |
4. THE SS3CH 1S CONTINUING FOR THE FOURTH HEAPON unuzms

QOXIFAT:LY 469 PERbONth ON FGOT, ALL AVAILABLE AIRCRAFT,

+ WEAPON THRZE: APPARENT LOW CRCER DETONATION ON
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5. WEAPCH RZS!SUZ FRC4 THREE WEAPONS ARE TO 8E SHIPPZD VIA TRUCK.-

TO SAN JAVIER, THZN BY AIRCRAFT TO TORR;JON AIR BASE FOR REP. ACK;‘J.GENG‘
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SECREF— ' DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSL

NATIONAL MILITARY COMMA |
MESsAge cemteR LG 1/2 OF........ 61642
.J- 3'
i - .
CALL 53337
y FOR (WCC 7 ME
c718 . _St.:;f!CE
788 069/21  CIEP493EIB656CECTT3 L2018 03
' : 3 = . i
00 RUEKDA - : | '
DE RUTQBN 21 0282111 _ , . m
INY SSSSS Uiz wiiot

0 2021107 ZFF-b Dissemination-StbSect—Hadh- 'Wﬂﬂilﬂﬂl

FM 16AF TORREJON AB SPAIN

TO RUEKDA/SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

RUCSC/ SAC ' . |
/

S R b ORMER Y RESTRTHETED—BAFNBEORN/DS 89814, JAN 66. SECTION

1 OF 2. FOR SEK DEF ATSDCAE); SAC FOR GENERAL RYAN. FOR OFF ICIAL USE
ONLY. SPEC!AL HANDLING REQUIRED (SE AFR 127-4). FROM MAJOR
GENERAL BECK AT SIXTEENTH AIR FORCE, TORREJON AB SPAIN.

* REFERENCE YOUR MESSAGE SECRET/FRO/DEF 1972 FROM ATSO (AE).

SUBJECT: B-52/KC-135 ACCIBENT ON SOUTHEAST SPAINISH COAST, 17
JAN. THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONEL INFORMATION IS FURNISHED:
1. STATUS OF SEARCH.

A. A TAIL CLOSING PLATE ATTACHED TG THE AFT RING OF THE MDF

ACT....AE-1
INFO...CJCS-1 DJS-3-J3-8 NMCC-1 SECDEF-7 ASD/ISA-9 GC-1 ASD/PA=-1

' WH=3 ST-1 CSA-2 CNO-2 CSAF-1 CMC-7 FILE-1(49)GB/M

SANITIZED
E.O. 13202, Sec. 3.6

N 5 - ; I? i
By 2, " NARA Date J1- !é_a‘ : PAGE 1 OF 9
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b SEORET— ' DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSL

NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER
MESSAGE - CENTER

i, HOUSING; AND [DENTIFIED AS A PART OF WEAPON NUMBER FOUR, #WAS FOUND

WITHIN THE DISASTER CONTROL BIVOUAC AREA. EFFORTS WILL BE MEDE.TO
DETERMINE WHETHER IT WAS BROUGHT IN BY A SEARCHER OR CAME TO REST
AT THE POINT WHERE FOUND. THE POINT IN QUESTION IS SITUATED

ABOUT 108 YARDS FROM THE B-52 TAIL SECTION AND LIES GENERALLY
BETWEEN THE WEAPON FOUND NEAR THE BEACH AND THAT WHICH IMPACTED
IN THE VILLAGE OF PALAMARES. THE MDF HAD NOT FUNCTIONED BUT THE

PLATE AND RING HAD PULLED AWAY FROM THE PARACHUTE HOUSING SHEERING

. THE RIVETS WHICH ATTACH THE RING TO THE HOUSING. BASED ON

INFORMATION FROM THE 68TH BOMB WING, THIS WEAPON WAS LOADED ON
LOWERLEFT. THE WEAPON IMMEDIATELY ABOVE IT HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED

r AS THAT FOUND NEAR THE BEACH AND IS THE FIRST.ON THE AIRCRAFT'S

-. 'PROJECTED FLIGHT PATH. THE NEXT WEAPON ON THIS PATH IS THE ONE

WHICH IMPACTED IN THE VILLAGE OF PALAMARES. 1TS POSITION WAS THE

; LOWER RIGHT. THE WEAPON FARTHEST DOWN THE FLIGHT PATH, AND WHICH.

IMPACTED IN THE HILLS BEYOND PALAMARES, WAS LOADED ON THE UPPER
RIGHT.. ASSUMING THE TAIL CLOSING PLATE IN QUESTION CAME TO REST

* WHERE FOUND, THE POSSIBILITY THAT WAPON FOUR IMPACTED IN THE

WATER OFFSHORE IS ENHANCED.
B. INTERROGATION OF WITNESS REPORTED TO HAVE OBSERVED PARA

PAGE 2 OF 9 61642 ..
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—SECRET— ' DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER
MESSAGE CENTER

CHUTES 1S CONTINUING. SEARCH IS CONTINUING WITH MINESHEEPER
ASSISTANCE EXPECTED BY 0736Z 21 JANUARY 1966.
2. STATUS OF RCOVERED WEAPONS:
A. THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBES CONDITION OF THE WEAPON LOCATED

NEAR THE BEACH: :

(1) THE ARM-SAFE SWITCH WAS INDICATING “SAFE."

(2) LOADING LUGS WERE STILL ENGAGED IN THE MB-3 RELEASE
MECHAN I SH.

(3) THE TAIL CLOSING PLATE HAD TORN AWAY FROM THE REAR
CASE AND THE PILOT CHUTE HAD DEPLOYED. RING AT END OF CASE HAD
NOT BEEN PULLED AWAY.

(4) BOMB NOSE DEPRESSED INVARD, SLIGHTLY, FROM IMPACT.

(5) THREE OF THE FOUR BOMB FINS WERE TORN AWAY AND
MISSING:

(B THE THREE FINS AND TAIL CLOSING PLATE HAVE .

~ NOT BEEN FOUND.

(6> RSP ACCES WAS MADE INTO BATTERY COMPARTMENT.
BATTERY WAS REMOVED. TRITUIM MONITORING PROVED NEGATIVE. ALPHA
MONITORING PROVED NEGATIVE.

(7) THE WEAPON AND PARACHUTE ASSEMBLIES WERE SEPARTED

PAGE 3 OF 9
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MESSAGE CENTER

AND INDIVIDUALLY LIFTED BY HELICOPTER INTO TRANSPORT TRUCK.
B« FOLLOWING PERTAINS TO WEAPON WHICH IMPACTED IN VILLAGE
OF PALAMARES:

(1) HIGH EXPLOSIVE HAD EXPERIENCED LOW ORDER DETONATION

EEEEEEEETNE PCT OoF HW/E WAS RECOVERED IN SMALL PIECES AND

-/ SLIVERS).

(2) SECONDARY WAS IN THE CRATER.

CRATER WAS ABOUT 28 FEET ACROSS AND SIX FEET

DEEP.

(3> THE TRITUIM BOTTLE HAD BEEN BLOWN INTO THE POTTING
-~ MATERIAL OF THE FIRE SET. BOTTLE RECOVERED ABOUT 25 FEET FROM
-, CRATER. |
(4) THE AFTERBODY AND PARA-PACK HAD BEEN BLOWN ABOUT ONE
HUFDRED YARDS AWAY. THE MDF HAD FUNCTIONED AND THE PILOT CHUTE
HAD SPILLED OUT. THE MAIN CHUTE QAS OUT OF THE RUPTURED AFTER-
BODY CASE BUT WAS STILL IN THE CHUTE COVER.
(5) FRAGMENTS OF THE WEAPON CASE WERE FOUND WITHIN ONE
HUNDRED YARDS IN ALL DIRECTIONS FROM THE CRATER.

(6) RECOVERY WAS MADE OFe

PAGE 4 OF 9
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. —SFCRET— ( DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSL
NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER
MESSAGE CENTER

o secononny- 6-atLe)
R

(B) WEAPON CASE IN PIECES,

‘_ DC‘-)

(C) TRITIUM BOTTLE - MASHED INTO POTTING MATERIAL
AND PARTS OF FIRE SET. WAS BENT AND MASHED BUT APPEARED INTACT.
(D) WEAPON AFTERBODY- BENT AND MANGLED FROM
EXPLOSION AND IMPACT.
CE) PARA-PACK - MAIN CHUTE STILL IN CANVAS CASING;
PILOT CHUTE SPILLED OUT BUT INACT.
¢ry wicH expLosive- recovereo EEEENEEEENE ¢.20(s)
' SMALL PIECES - CHIPS, SLIVERS). |
C. FOLLOWING RELATES TO WEAPON WHICH IMPACTED IN HILLS
BEYOND PALAMARES:
o (1>- AFTEBODY FAIRLY INTACT WITH PILOT CHUTE DEPLOYED.
(2 SECONDARY IN SMALL CRATER 3-5 FEET ACROSS; 3 FEET
DEEP.
e (3) HIGH EXPLOSIVE IN PILE ON EDGE OF CRATER EXCEPT FOR

some SMALL PIECES SCATTERED over 3¢ FEET RaOIUS. N 02 le)

:

BT o
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NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER : '
MESSAGE CENTER

XEﬂXXXXXXK-XXXQXXXXXHESXXKXXXEXXXXX | ‘ 2i B ﬂqz

© ¥BSX  C-719  JCS -7 R-02
CIEPSGD | A2BOCEF6TT
00 RUEKDA
' DE RUTQBN 22 6202111
INY S$SSSS
0 2021107 ZFF-4
" FM 16AF TORREJON AB SPAIN
TO RUEKDA/ SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
RUCSC/ SAC
. BT
 ~S—E—E-RTTEORMERLY-_RESIRICTEG-BHNOF ORN/DS 09814, JAN 66.
" FINAL SECTION OF 2. | |
' (4> WEAPON CASE}AND INTERNAL WEAPON PARTS BADLY BROKEN
. UP AND MANGLED BY IMPACT AND DETONATI ON.
A (5> RECOVERY WAS MADE OF:
E (M) SECONDARY - CRACKED BUT INTACT EXCEPT FOR SMALL

, Prece sroken out B  ¢.ale)

¢B) TRITIUM BOTTLE~ MASHED AND RUPTURED. FounD

PAGE 6 OF 9 61642
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NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER
MESSAGE CENTER

ABOUT 1500 FEET FROM IMPACT POINT.
(C) HIGH EXPLOSIVE - RECOVERED IN SMELL CHUNKS
(D) WEAPON CASE AND INTERNAL PARTS - FRAGMENTED.

_ IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 0.3 (&)

(E) AFTERBODY - INTACT BUT DENTED BY IMPACT AND
DETONAT I ON.
(F) PARA-PACK - MAIN CHUTE INTACT AND INSIDE
AFTERBODY. PILOT CHUTE DEPLOYED, SCORCHED AND PARTIALLY BURNED.
D. WEAPONS AND DEBRIS, EXCEPT FOR TAIL CLOSING PLATE FOR
WEAPON FOUR, ARE IN TRANSIT TO TORREJON. REPACKING WILL BE
ACCOMPL | SHED wITH ASSISTANCE OF AEC PERSONNEL AND ITEMS AIR-
LIFTED TO ZI.
3. STATUS OF RADIATION COUNT AND ACTIONS:
! A. PAC IS MONITORING IN CONCENTRIC CIRCLES ABOUT [MPACT
~ SITE IN VILLAGE OF PALAMARES ON 19 JANUARY REVEALED HIGHEST -
| READINGS ON AZIMUTH OF 88 DEGREES AT 68 FEET FROM IMPACT POINT. READ-
WAS 1,500,000 CPM AT THAT DISTANCE. AT 120 FEET READING WAS
45,000 CPM AND AT 330 FEET 5000 CPM. HIGHEST READING AT POINT
OF IMPAACT WAS 600,000 CPM.FORCE OF BLAST WAS ON AZIMUTH OF

PAGE 7 OF 9 61642
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NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER
MESSAGE CENTER

80 DEGREE AND METAL PARTICLES ARE PREDOMINATLY IN THAT DIRECTION.
SIMILAR READINGS ON 2 JANUARY REFLECTED A SIGNIFICANT REDUCT O
IN ALPHA COUNT, WITH A HIGH OF 450,000 AT 30 FEET ON AN AZIMUTH
OF 1358 DEGREES. READING ON THE 8@ DEGREE AZIMUTH AT SIXTY FEET WAS
120,808, WITH HIGHEST READING ON THAT AZIMUTH OF 138,860 AT THIRTY
FEET. ACTIONS AND PRECAUTIONS INDICATED IN MESSAGE OF 19 JANUARY ARE
CONTINUING. ADDITIONALLY, SPAINISH AEC AUTHORITIES ARE PRESENT
WITH A MOBILE LABORATORY AND ARE TESTING VILLAGE PERSONNEL,
HOMES, WATER, AND SOIL. AS FAR AS IS KNOWN AT THIS TIME, NO
SER10US PROBLEMS HAVE DEVELOPED. DECONTAMINATION TO |INCLUDE
SCRAPPING AND REMOVAL OF SOIL, LEACHING, ETC. WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED.
COORDINATION WITH SPANISH AUTHORITIES IS BEING EFFECTED.

B. PAC IS MONITORING OF IMPACT POINT IN HILLS BEYOND
PALAMARES ON 19 JANUARY REVEALED A HIGH READING OF 210,000 CPM
AT 15 FEET. WHILE THIS AREA IS UNINHABITED AND HAS LITTLE IN THE.
WAY OF VEGETATION, IT WAS NOTED THAT GOATS ARE HERDED IN'THE
GENERAL VICINITY OF THE IMPACT. DECONTAMINATION MEASURES REQUIRED
NOT YET DETERMINED.

C. URING SAMPLES HAVE BEEN OBTAINED FROM EOD RAD1OLOGICAL

PERSONNEL FOR ANALYSIS. READINGS ON SHOES OR CLOTHING HAVE NMT

PAGE 8 OF 9 - 61642
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__SECRET— ( DEPARTMENT OF DEFENS..
NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER
MESSAGE CENTER

EXCEEDED 15,0808 CPM. AIR SAMPLES OF COMMAND POST AND BIVOUAC AREA ON
19 KANUARY WERE NEGATIVE. SPOT MONITORING CF CRASHED AIRCRAFT

PARTS SHOWED SPOTS OF CONTAMINATION IN EXCESS OF 2,500,000 CPM.
WATER SAMPLES TAKEN AT WELLS IN PALAMAES BY USAFE PERSONNEL WERE
SENT TO LABORATORY FOR ANALYSIS.

GP-1 APPLIES.
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CODA 877~
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Z 200145Z -

FM NMCC

;g WHITE HOUSE
~4L5;4LJLIF4;—

NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER
19 JANUARY. 1966, 8330 PM, EST

SPECIAL SITUATION REPORT FOR THE WHITE HOUSE
. B-52/KC-135 ACCIDENT

BOTH THE B=52 AND THE KC=-135 INVOLVED IN THE MID=-AIR
COLLISION IN SPAIN CARRIED CLASSIFIED MATERIAL NECESSARY FOR
THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THEIR MISSION, SOME OF THE MATERIAL
HAS BEEN RECOVERED, SOME IS KNOWN. TO HAVE BEEN DESTROYED BY
FIRE AND SOME IS STILL  UNACCOUNTED FOR. COMPLETE LISTS OF
- CLASSIFIED MATERIAL ABOARD EACH AIRCRAFT ARE MAINTAINED AND
ACCOUNT ING IS BEING ACCOMPLISHED AS THE SEARCH PROGRESSES,

INCLUDED ARE COMMUNICATIONS PROCEDURES, AIRCRAFT AND EQUIPMENT

OPERATING MANUALS, TARGET MATERIALS INCLUDING MAPS AND PHOTO-
GRAPHS, CREW PROCEDURE CHECK LISTS, AND OTHER- REQUIRED ITEMS,
CLASSIFICATION RANGES FROM CONFIDENTIAL TO TOP SECRET. WHEN
THE SEARCH IS COMPLETED ALL MISSING MATERIAL WILL BE KNOWN
AND APPROPRIATE SECURITY MEASURES WILL BE TAKEN TO COUNTER

'ﬁHE POSSIBILITY’ THAT THEY MAY HAVE. FALLEN INTO UNAUTHORIZED
ANDS, -
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gg WHITE HOUSE LI COL caoss AR%FD Faaczs AIDE TO THE PRESIDENT
'4#4%414}4}4}{F4¥4 nnrn ATO!IG ENERGY. acr 1954. Faci NMCC,
.NATIONAL ¥ILITARY COMNMAND CENTER : :

19 JAMUARY. 1966, 4/30-PM EST . - MR

‘SPECIAL SITUATION REPORT FOR THE WHITE HOUSE _ 5

B-szfxc-las ACCIDENT IN SOUTHEASTERN SPAIN :

. _THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS FURNISHED ON THE RLCOUER?
AND SEARCH OPERATIONS FOR THE wEaPons FROM THE B-52/gC~133" :
'cqasu IN SONTHEASTERN SPAIN. - :
ONE WZAPON WAS LOCATED 200 YARDS Faoq THE SHOREL INE :

'AND RECOVERED INTACT. THE WEAPON DID NOT BREAX UP, AND

o S ST e Y L . M

.
PR T T T

g by

. PARE (2 RUEAHQ 32 ?“ﬁ“?’ﬁ‘!“ﬂ*ﬁ**’?* ' o -
- THERE ARE NO RADIATION EFFECTS IN THE AREA.
' A SECOND WEAPON WAS LOCATED IN A VEGETABLE GARDEN
IN PUEBLO PALAMARES APPROXIMATELY TWO MILES NORTHWEST OF THE
- FIRST. THE WEAPON WAS BROXEN UP TO THE EXTENT THAT RADIATION
FROM FRAGMENTS OF PLUTONIUM IN THE YEAPON HAS BEEN MONITORED
IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA. FRAGMENTS ARE BEING REMOVED AND
STANDARD DECONTAYINATION PRACTICES ARE UNDERWAY. THE
_VEGETABLES IN THE GARDEN AREZ BEING BOUGHT AND DESTROYED.

- THE THIRD WEAPON ¥AS LOCATED IN A ROCKY UNINHABITED AREA
ABOUT ONE MILE WEST OF PUEBLO PALAMARES, THE WEAPON IS IN A
SIMILAR CONDITION TO THE SECOND WEAPON.

: ALL AREAS WHERE UFAPDNS OR COMPONENTS ARE LOCATED ARE
UNDER GUARD. :
THE REMAINING HEAPO“ (FOURTH) IS STILL. UNACCOUNTED
FOR aNMD THE SEARCH FOR IT IS CONTINUING. . '
' THE CRASH SITE AREA IS LOCATED IN A UEQY SPA?SELY
PO“ULATE?, HE%OTE AREA OF SPAIN.
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CUMHICH IS 54327, SEARCH IS CONTINUING FOR FOURTH WEAPON. T¥C
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" DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
* STAFF MESSAGE BRANCH.
INCOMING MESSAGE,

RUETSR/3822A0 TURNER AFB GA

G GRMERL Y RESTA-HEFE6—3ALA/NO FOREIGN/DS 89309, JAN 66,

FGR CSAF/AF11S AND AFSSS-AE; ONS/AFINS; AFSC/SCIZ; AFLC/MCASS
RAAYL/SAY Ty AFSWC/SMVN AND INFC SACLOj; OOAMA/0CYS; SAC/GGSGN

ANC INFC CMuE 3 2AF AND BAF/0S; 42A0 AND 3822A0/CS, REPCRT OF

(WCLEAR ACCIGENT (BROKEN ARROID; SUPPLEMTAL REPORT MR 3.
~ FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. SPECIAL HANDLING REQUtRED CSEE AFR 127-8).

Ao NG CHANGE. | |

3. OF THE THREE MK Zé ‘.'.'EA?GNS LOCATED.ONE s‘MS A RE.A-DABLE NUMBER
UeS. NAVY MINE SWEEPERS, EQUIPPED WITH SONAR, FRCY BARCELOXA,
PAGE 2 RUTGBN 11 ~—F—E—R—f—F— |

'PAIN, HAYI SECN REQUESTED AND- SHCULD BE ON THE SCENE IN 36
HOURS TG AIC IN UNDERWATER SEARCH,

CTERY &

Fo AIRCRAFT URECKAGE IS STEWN OVER A’ LARGE AREA, ALOKG LINE OF

| FLIGHT, APPRGXI¥ATELY FIVE MILES LOG.

5 THRY J. %O CHA‘-'GE.
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_SEEREF- OEPARTMENT OF DEFENS? =,

AS05/20/CS0T6/R "2 %H;;f’gfgc?
SERYI|CE

00 RUE KDA | 20 06 522

DE RUTQBN 13 2192233 Emmmm

ZRY SSSSS

0 1922207 ZFF 4 READD WH/ST/ANMCC/NEACP/NECPA mﬂlm

o | ey s

FM 16AF TORREJON AB SPAIN
TO RUEKDA/SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
RUCSC/ SAC

BT

S 09018, JAN 66
SECTION | OF Ile FOR SEC DEF ATSDCAE); SAC FOR GENERAL RYAN. FOF
OFF ICIAL USE ONLY. SPECIAL HANDLING REGUIRED (SEE AFR 127-4).

FKOM MAJCK GENEKAL BECK AT SIXTELNTH AIR FORCE, TORKREJON AB/ SPAIN.
KEFERENCE YOUk MESSAGE SECKET/FRD/DEF 1972, DATED 19 JAN 1966.
FOLLOWING 1S QUOTE OF 16AF MSG DS 09088 ON WHICH SECDEF WAS NOT

AN ADDRESSEE: QUOTE. REFERENCE SEC DEF MSG GEF 1972 FRGM ATSD (AED.
SUBJECT: B-52/ KC-135 ACCIDENT ON SOUTHEAST SPANISH COAST, 17 JAN.

THE FOLLOW ING ADDIT IONAL INFORMAT ION IS FURNISHZDs

ACT....AE-1
INFO...CJCS-1 JDS-3 J3-8 NMCC-1 SECDEF-7 ASD/ISA-9 ASD/PA-1 GC-1

WH-3 CSA-2 CNO-2 CSAF-1 CMC-7 FILE-1(48)GB/M DECLASSIFIED
E.O, 12356, Sec. 3.4
a  N-E8-2a0
"-é'sﬁ: NARA. Dare 2 /~5/
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—SECREF OEPARTMENT OF DEFENSP

MATISRAL MILITARY COMAMND CENTRR
WESIAEF CENTER

A. ONE WEAPON APPROXIMATELY 286 YARDS ON SHORE IN A TRUCK
GARDENING AREA. NO HABITATIONS IN ImMED IATE VICINITY. PILOT CHUTE
DEPLOYED Oiv IMPACT. WEAPON DID NOT BREAK UP. NO RADIATION

AFFECTS IN AREA.

Bs ANOTHER WEAPON LOCATED APPROXIMATELY TWO MILES NORTHWEST Of
FIRST IN A VEGETABLE GARDEN WITHIN PUEoWO PALAmMAKESe PILGT CHUTE
DEPLOYED ON IMPACT. WEAPON BAOLY BROKEN UP. SECONUARY EXPCSEU.
PIT NOT LOCATED AND APPAKENTLY DcSTROYED. CONSIDERABLE Hete
RECOVEKEDs ALPHA IN GENERAL AREA OF |mPACT MEASURcD AT 5688
COUNTS PER MINUTE WITH A mIXIMUm GF 185,888 CPwm IN IMMED IATE
VICINITY OF WEAPON REMNANTS. B8ITS OF WEAPON COmPCNENTS RCADNIN
EXCESS OF TWO MmILL ION CPme KREMOVAL OF ALL KEMNANTS OF WEAPOMN
UNDERWAY. VEGETABLES IN CONTAMINATED AREA Bc ING 30UGHT AND WILL
BE DESTROYED. DECONTAMINAT ION WILL BE EFFECTED IN ACCORDANCZ WITH
09-110A-8.

Co OTHER WEAPON LOCATED ABOUT ONE MILE WEST OF PUESBLO PALAMARES
IN AN UNINHABITED AREA. WEAPON CONDITION SIMILAR TG ABOVE.

PORT 10N OF PIT HAS BEEN RECOVERED. AREA IS ROCKY AND SUPPORTS

NO VEGETAT ION. DETERMm INAT ION OF DcCONTAMINAT ION REGQUIREMENTS IS

UNDERWAY .

PAGE 2 OF 7
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-SECRET— DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSP -

D. ALL AREAS WHERE WEAPONS Ok COMPONENTS LOCATEG ARE UNDER GUAKD.
E. REMAINING WEAPON STILL UNACCOUNTED FOR. SEARCH IS CONT INUING.
F. THERE HAS BEEN EXTENSIVE COVERAGE IN THE SPANISH PRESS 17-19
JAN, WITH PHOTO COVERAGE OF SCENE IN LATEK ISSUES. HOWEVER,
SIORE IS DO NOT CARRY CRITICAL COMMENT AND ARc BE ING TREATED SIwPLY
AS AN UNUSUAL NEWS EVENT. AMER ICAN EM3ASSY OFF ICIALS REPOKT
SPANISH FORE IGH OFF ICE IS OF THE OPINION THAT COVERAGE HAS REACHED
ITS PEAK AND WILL NOW DECL INE. STRAIGHT ACCOUNT> APPEARED O THE
INSIDE PAGES OF THE 18 JAN ISSUES OF THE PAKIS EDITION OF NY

TIMES AND TRIBUNE. ISSUES OF 19 JAN DID NOT CARKY ANY REFERENCE ¢
TO THE ACCIDNET. FILM FROM ACCIDNET SCENE HAS APPEARCOD ON SPANISH

NAT IONAL TV AND ACCOUNTS HAVE BEEN REPOKTED GVek SPANISH RADIC,

AGAIN WITH NO CRIT ICAL COMMENT. QUERIES FROM AMER ICAN NEWS

BUREAUS IN MADRID HAVE D IMINISHED APPREC IABL Y. REPRESENTAT IVES

GF UPI AND THE LONDON DAILY MIRKOR HAVE SEEN REPCRTED ON THE

SCENE THIS DATE. ‘
G. GENERALLY SPEAKING THE CRASH SITE AKEA IS LOGCATED IN A SPARSELY-

POPULATED, REMOTE AREA OF SPAIN.

He PARAGRAPHS A THROUGH E IS A DIRECT GUOTATICN OF A LETTER FROM

GENERAL BECK TO CINCSACN HAND-CARRIED TO THIS HEaUQUARTERS FROM

PAGE 3 OF 7 59141



_‘_s—_gfr- DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSI

THE CRASH SITE. PAKAGRKAPHS F AND G ARE AN EVALUAT IGN MADE BY

PAGE 4 RUT@BN 13—-5ETCTR LT I NOFORN.

HEADQUARTEKRS SIXTEENTH AIR FOKCE.

le CAPTAIN KOSS C COX, 16AF DIRLCTORATE Or SAFETY, EXT 3445 OR
3113. REPORTED IAW AFK 127-4, PARA. 17A(2). GP-1 APPLIES.

UNQUOTE THE ABOVE QUOTED MESSAGE BASICALLY ANSWERS YOUK

QUERIES. THE FOLLOWING 1S ADDED AND REPRESENTS UPUATED INFORMAT ION
AS OF 1545Z, 19 JAN 66.
AIR AND GROUND SEARCH 1S CONT INUING FOk FOUKTH WEAPON. ADD IT IONALLY
TWO REPCRTS OF SPANISH CIVILIANS ARE BE ING INVEST IGATED. ONE OF
THESE, A REPORT BY A FISHEKMAN, WOULD INDICATE THAT WEAPON STRUCK
WATER ABOUT FIVE MILES OFF SHORE AND SANKe. IN THE L IGHT OF
AIRCRAFT DEBRIS PATTERN THIS IS POSSIBLE. ANOTHtk IS A REPOKT BY
A SPANISH SHEPHERD WHO WAS SITUUATED IN THt HILLS NEAR THE
CRASHs HE REPORTS HAVING SEEN A WHITE UOUBLE PARACHUTE OF VERY
LAKGE SIZE WITH AN OBJECT DANGL ING FROM T« THIS TGO 1S POSSIBLE
AND INTERROGAT 10N PERSONNEL ARt CONTACT ING WITNESSEES.
WEAPON REFERRED TO IN PArA A OF QUOTED MESSAGE HAS BEEN Re-
COVERED AND 1S LOADED ON TKUCK. WEAPON IN PAKA B, ALONG WITH ALL

DEBK IS WHICH COULD BE FOUND, IS ALoO LOADEU. WEAPUN IN PARA C

PAGE 4 OF 7 59141



w | DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSY

IS READY FORLOADING AND AWAITING ARk IVAL OF TRUCK. THERE ARE WNO.
KUADS IN THIS AREA OF VERY STEEP AND ROCKY HILLS. USE OF HtL IA
COPTEK FOR KECOVERY WAS CONSIDERED UNDESIKABCE SINCE OUST CCULD
SPREAD CONTAW INAT ION AND HEL ICOPTER WOULD OF NcCESSITY PASS NEAK
GARDEN PLOTS IN AREA. c£XPECT TO kwMOVE WEAPON AND DEBRIS BY

11942, 29 JANUARY. ALL MATERIAL WILL B8t TRUCKED TG SAN JAYIER ON

THE AFTERNOCN OF 28 JANUAKY AND ImmcD IATELY LCADED ABCARD A WAIT ING

C-124 FOR TRANSPORTAT ION TO TORREJON. MATERIAL WILL St PLACED IN
AN IGLOG ALREADY CLEARtD FOrR THAT PURPOSE. PACKAG ING AND
DISPOSITtON wiILL BE IN ACCORDANCE WIThH EXISTING DIKECT IVES.

THE OMLM DAMAGE TO PROPERTY IS IN THE vILLAGE OF PALAMARES WHICH
HAS A FOPULAT ION OF ABOUT 3886 PERSONS. ONt WEAPON UMPACTED IN A
GARDEN PLOT WITHIN THE VILLAGE WITH A LOW-ORDER DETONAT ICN OF A
PORT ION OF THE HoEs A DOOR OF NEARBY HOUSE 1S REPORTED TO HAVE
BEEN BLOWN INe NO PEJSONNEL WEKE INJURED. EXACT READINGS ARE

BE ING TAKEN IN CONCENTRIC CIRCLES ABOUT THE POINT OF IMPACT TO
INSURE PRE ICSE PLOTT ING OF RAD IAT ION COUNT. B10-ENVIKONMENTAL
PERSONNEL HAVE ADVISED THAT THERE IS NO HAZARD TO PERSONNZL IN

AREA EXCEPT THROUGH INGEST ION OF CONTAmINATED VEGETABLcS O
ANIMALS WHICH HAVE EATEN CONTAMINATED VEGETATICNe WITH THc

ASSISTANCE OF THE GUARDIA CIVIL AND THE VILLAGE MAYCR, STEPS HAVE
BEEN TAKEN TO KEEP ALL PERSONNEL QUT OF HAZAnRDOUG AREA.
gl PAGE 5 OF 7
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—SECREF OEPARTMENT OF DEFENS?
mg:"m SEC 2 OF....5 9 1 4 1

CALL 53337
FOR HMCC/MC
£699 /28/CS8T4/R2 SERVICE

00 RUEKDA |20 062112
DE RUTQBN 14 £192233

INY SSSSS

0 1922207 ZFF 4

FM 16AF TORREJON AB SPAIN

T RUEKDA/SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

RUCSC/SAC

BT
SR E=f-FORMERT T RE STR ICTED DATA*NO-FOREHENABE 09010, JAN 66.
FINAL SEC OF TWO SECTIONS.

ADDITIONALLY, CROPS AND ANIMALS BELIEED CONTAMINATED ARE BEING
PURCHASED WITH CASH PAYMENTS TO OWNERS. CRASH AREA IS QUITE
REMOTE. CLOSEST TELEPHONE TO VILLAGE OF PALAMARES IS AT

CUEVAS DE ALMOZORA, ABOUT 39 MINUTES DESTANCE BY JEEP. PEOPLE

ARE QUITE CURIOUS AND MOST, AT LEAST AT THE PRESENT, SEEM TO ENJOY
THE EXCITEMENT. 1T IS DOUBTFUL THAT MANY UNDERSTAND THE

NUCLEAR ASPECT OF THE CRASH; HONEVER THEY APPRECIATE THAT THE
SITUATION IS UNUSUAL. PERHAPS THE FOLLOWING WILL CAST SOME

PAGE 6 OF 7 59141
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https://RUCSC/S.4C

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSP
—SECRET—

LIGHT ON ATTITUDE OF PEOPLE AND OFFICIALS. THE MAYOR, HAVING
NOTICED THE EXTENSIVE USE OF DETECTION EQUIPMENT , ASKED FOR A
CHECK OF HIS HANDS. A LEADING VILLAGE CITIZEN WITH HIM ASKED
THAT THIS HAIR BE CHECKED. CHECKS WERE VISIBLY NEGATIVE

WITH PARTIES OBSERVING THEIR OWN READING. BOTH MEN SEEMED
PLEASED AND DEPARTED JOKING ABOUT THE GRAY HAIR OF ONE OF THEM,
THIS 1S NOT TO SAY THAT THERE IS NO CONCERN AND THAT THERE WILL
NOT BE MORE AS THE EXCITEMENT DIES DOWN, IT WAS NOTED THAT
SPANISH CIVILIANS AND GUARDIA CIVIL REFERRED TO THE WEAPONS AS
MISSILES RATHER THAN BOMBS. THE GUARDIA CIVIL AND THE SPANISH
AR FORCE HAE BEEN EXTREMELY HELPFUL AND AFXIOUS TO SUPPORT THE
EFFORT.

I AM ONLY AWARE OF THE PRESENCE OF TWO NEWSPAPERMEN; ONE
REPRESENTING THE LONDON DAILY MIRROR AND THE OTHER THE UPI.,
GP~1 APPLIES.,

87

NNNN

REF 1972(AE)

REF 09008 IS 58700
ADV CY TO NMCC ,SECDEF PAGE 7 OF 7
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FOR JCS, USAF AFXPD, AFISI, AFL5L-3, DSTP, CINCPAC, CINCNORAD,
 CINCLANT, SUBJECT: LOSS OF CLASSIFIED MATERIAL ABOARD DOWNED
- AIRCRAFT. INITIAL REPORT OF SUSPECTED COMPROMISE 1-66,
SEYMOUR JOHNSON AFB, NC. THE MID-AIR COLLISION AND SUBSEnUE ENT
CRASH OF A SAC B-52 AND KC~135 AIRCRAFT DURING REIFUELING e Fin
OPERATIONS OVER SOUTHERN SPAIN AT 0925Z, {7 JAN 196§, HAS . . -
RESULTED IM THE LOSS AND SUSPECTED COMPROMISE OF THE FOLLOWING
“CLASSIFIED MATERIAL FROM THE B-52. 68 BOMBW@ SECRET DC3O 00104 JAN 55
NOFORN “ESbR:E 1S guorzn IN PART FOR YOUR INFORMAT ION. QUOTE:
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3. ONE SEALED CONTAINER WHICH CONTAINED SIOP-ESI INFORMATION
' AS LISTED iNDER SORTIE 31 IN ATCH 018, APPEINDIX 88, ANNEX A, 17
| 'SAC OPOGRD 23-66, AND NATO INFORMATION A5 LISTED IN VOL IL, - .
| SACM 55-2, ADDITIORAL HATERIAL IN SEALED CONTAINZR IS AS ~  °
! FQULavs:
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PILOT J&CK&T Q37 PAGE:J (TOP rcR:r SIOP-EST AND SECRET :
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Ny _88-uS
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3. HAV JACKET (79 PAGES) (TOP SECRET SIOP-ESI).
Ce. EWT JACXET (&4 PAGES) (TOP SECRET SIOP=-ESID),
D. BOMB MISSILE JACKET (22PAGES) (TOP SECRET SIOP-ESId.
. COUNTRY BCOKXS - (SECREIT, NOFO3IN), AS FOLLOWS:
8-02-00 (CY NO 01C5() 38-04-00 (CY NO 0103) 2-27-00 (CY NO
a152)
2=54~00 (CY NO 0864) 2-35-00 ¢CY HO 06127 2-52~00 (CY NO
04803 :

2-4%~08 (CY ND 0243) 2-51-00 (uY NO 0253) 2-57-C0 (CY NO
1108) :
2-53-00 (CY NO 1029) 2-44-00 (CY NO 0128) 2-46-00 ¢CY MO
t1em
2-37-00 (CY NO 0776) 2 35-00 (CY NO 05849) 2*2!-00 CY NO

PAGE 3 RUEAHG 99~S_&;C—R—S—I—Nﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ—*§
0778) '
2=22-00 (vf o 0920) B=91-00 (UY NO 0105) 8-950~00 ¢CY NO
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2-58=00 (CY NO 1069 E

Fo BACK=-tIP CHARTS - (SZCRET SIOP=JN4 « NR 3], JNO9=NR 56, JNtO
NR 55, dN 21 = NR 76, JN 22, NR TD. .
3s TeDs 12=52C«25-2 (CY NO 924) (¢ 3:435, RESTRICTED DATA).
He To Do 13=52C-30~14 (CY NO 809) (SECRET, RESTRICTED DATA).
3o FOUR QUICK REACTION ENVELOPZS, CONTAINING INFORMATION AS
FOLLOYS:

PILOTS FLIMSY (128 PAGES) (SZICRET)

CO-PILOTS FLINMSY (30 PAGES) (SECRET)

HAVIZATORS FLIMSY €103 PABEZS) (SECRET/NOFCARN)

WO FLIM3Y (59 PAGZ3) (SECRZIT)

7. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTAINED IN COMMUNICATBMNS «IT
IS55UZD SEPARATELY I3 AS FOLLOWS:

A. SACH 100-24, VYOL II CCOWFIDENTIAL)

B. EXTRACTS FROM NORAD MANUAL 101-2, ATCH 2, CHAPTER 11,
TAGLE 12: PaARA 2,2 (SECRET), 244 (CONF), 2.5 CCONF), 9.1
(CONF) 3 S.2 (CONF)Y, 5.1 (SECRET), AND 1.2 (SECRETI), -

PAGE.4 RUEAHR 25 S—FE—G-R—ETNGFORN

€. EXTRACTS FRO¥ MaNUual CINCPAC J61-2330: PARA !, CHAPTER I11II
”ECRVT), PARA 3, CHMAPTER III (SzCRET), PARA 8, CHAPTER II1I
STLATT)

u- SAC DESIGNATIR FOR RECOVERY DURING SCATER (SECET). GP-3,.

yuqQuOTZ. FURTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING STATUS OF THE ABOVE
SATERTIAL AYD A LISTING OF CLASSIFIZD WMATERIAL ON BOARD XC-135

AIRCRAFT WILL BE FOAWARDED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, HOWEVER, SECRET

ZIPPO M55 €098, JUST RECEIVED FROM 16AF INDICATES CNF CONTAINER

HAS BIZEN POSITIVELY IDENTIFIZED AND DESTROYED BY FIRE. GP=3.
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THZEZ HAS EZEN EXTENSIVE COVERACE IN THE SPANISH PRESS,
17-1% JANUARY, WITH PHOTO COVZRAGE CF SCENE IN LATER
SEUTE. r“hnvﬂ 29 STCRIZS DID 10T CARRY CRITICAL COCiidzZNTS
AND ARE R2CrINCG TREATED SINPLY AS AY UNUSUAL NEWS EVENT.

PACGE 2 RUEAHQ 135 UNCLAS
ALERICAN ENBASSY OFFICIALS REPORT -SPAIISH FCRTIGN OFFICE
IS OF THE OPINION THAT COVIRAST HAS REACHED ITS PZAX AND
WILL OW DECLINZ. STRAIGHT ACCOUNTS APPTARED ON INSIDE
PASES GF THT 1€ JANUARY ISSUZS OF THT PARIS TDITION OF THE
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NEWS ESUREAUS IN JADRID HAVE DIMINISHID APPRECIABLY.
REPRESEZNTATIVES OF UPI AND THE LCIDON DAILY #AIL
E4VE BEEN RTPORTED ON TNE SCINT THIS DAT=Z.” UQUOTE
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SEC RET DEPART™MENT OF DEFENSE
: - MATIONAL MIUTARY COMMAND CENTER
WESSAGE CENTER ; 578 73
§a>
CALL § il
FO#%HCE!&%T
SERVICE
E606 /CS169/19/
[ 13 B8 04z

PP RUEKDA

OE RUCSBB 285 8190136

INY SSSSS
g ey = ..._.,.JI_ e .. ,M i ..
Plase Mo ao | STELT Ta Fasad
FM SAC 7 | e e g 13 ..Jiv;ﬂ—
' T e SICOAIRT DM O 1 ' rﬁ
T O wt cGsussan i st et N JUE &
10 RUEKDA/NMCC ' . B R, e oot S N
- ﬁf‘.r.“.u o . - . ‘Jv
-t v W

RUEKDA/JCS
RUEAHQ/AIR FORCE COMMAND POST : | u @Y
P 1820257 ZFD E“LE RUCLE
F¥ 16AF TORREJON AB SPAIN | -

TO RUEAHQ/CSAF

RUWMFNA/ONS KIRTLAND AFB NMEX

RUWHNF/DEPUTY TIG USAF NORTON AFB CALIF I
RUCSC/ SAC :

RUWGAA/2AF BARKSDALE AFB LA

RUEADH/BAF WESTOVER AFB MASS
RUEBBAAZAFSC ANDREWS AFB MARYLAND
RUCDSQ/AFLC '

RUWGNH/ SAAMA KELLY AFB TEX

ACT: J3-8
INFO: CJCS-1 DJS-3 SJCS-3 J4-3 J5-2 SACSA-5 NMCC-1 NWSE-1 SECDEF-7 ASD/PA-1

AE-1 DIA-15 W/HOUSE-3 ST-1 CSA-2 CNO-2 CMC-7 FILE-1 (6k4) GB/VB

SANITIZED
E.oA13292,7 Sec. 36 ; 1 OF &4
NLJ_DpS7]
Ay ‘J NARA, Date {{-_'/Mé

—SECRET—



SECREF— ~ DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
, { - NATIGNAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER i
WESSAGF CENTER )

RUWHF NA/AFSWC KIRTLAND AFB NMEX
RUWGNK/OCAMA TINKER AFB OKLA
RUWHHL/00AMA HILL AFB UTAH
RUWGSK/SAC OTSL CARSWELL AFB TEX
RUNGHU/42 AD BWYTHEILLE AFB ARK
RUCQSL/822AF TURNER AFB GA
8T -

| SR E~f—FORMERAREGHRHEHEBBARA-AEC ACT B54. FROM 16AF
DS 09085 JAN 66.CSAF FOR AF 1S &AFSSS-AE; ONS FOR-AFINS3 AFSC
FOR SC1Z, AFLC FOR MCASS, SAAMA FOR SAWMT; AFSWC FOR SWVN, INFO
SACLO, OOAMA FOR 00YS, SAC FOR DOSDN; INFO DM4E, . 2AF, 8AF
FOR DS. 42A0 FOR DS, 822AD FOR DS. SUBJECT: PREL IMINARY REPORT OF
NUCLEAR ACCIDENT (BROKEN ARROW) REPORTDELAYED DUE T9 LACK OF on -
SCENE COMMUNICATIONS, FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY(SPECIAL HANDLING
REQUIRED: SEE AFR 127-b)A. 17709227 JAN 66 SADDLE ROCK AIR REF-
UELING AREA, SPAIN COORDINATES 37 %N/B%9W APPROXIMATE CENTER OF
WRECKAGE ON GROUND, WRECKAGE COVERS APPROXIMATELY 16 SQUARE MILES.
5. » NN SR 1AL NUMBERS UNKNOWN W/R. DAMAGE UNKNOWN

| . ale)
3 LOCATED DAMAGE UNKNOWN.

2 OF L 57879



o o EPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
~SECRER , DELAREMENT OF DEFENSE
MESSAGE CENTRR

C. 3-52G; KC135A

$. 68 BOM3 WING, BAF, SAC, SEYMOUR JOHNSON AFB,NC.

E. "CHROME DOME™ REFUEL ING

F. 8-52 COLLIDED WITH KC-135 DURING AIR REFUEL ING. BOTH AIRCRAFT
DESTROYED. FOUR B=52 CREWMEN HOSPITAL IZED. SEVEN BODIES RECO-
VERED. THREE WEAPONS ACCOUNTED FOR THIS TIME. CONTINUOS SEARCH
BEING CONDUCTED.

G. MID AIR COLLISION (" ACTIONS TAKEN TO PREVENT RECURRENCE™)?
Ho NONE

f. MHU 28C CLIPIN

J. NO ASSISTANCE NEEDED AT THIS TIME. USAFE EOD TZAM ON SCENE
USAF EOD TEAM FROM SANDIA ON SCENE. MEDICAL AND SECURITY FROM
16AF AND SPANISH RESOURCES.

Ke UNKNOWN.

L. UNKNOWN.

M. YES, JOINT STATEMENT APPROVED BY USIS, DOD STATE DEPT. RE-
LEASED 2145 17 JAN 66 T0 UPI, AP, REUTERS, ABC-STAR AND STRIPES
A B-52 BOMSER FROM THE 68TH BOMB WING,- SEYMOUR JOHNSON AFB,
NORTH CAROLINA AND A KC-135 TANKER FROM THE 918TH AIR REFUELING
SQUADRON, BERGSTROM AFB, TEXAS, CRASHED TODAY SOUTHWEST OF CAR-

3 OF b 57879



~secher. . DEPALTMENT O pEFENSE
WESSAGE QENTIR

TAGENA, SPAIN, DURING SCHEDULED AIR OPERATIONS. THERE ARE RE-
PORTS OF SOME SURVIVORS. AN AIR FORCE ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION TEAM
HAS 3EEN DISPATCHED TO THESCéNE. ADDIT IONAL DETAILS WILL BE

''ADE AVAILABLE AS THE INVESTIGATION PROGRESSES.

Ne NO

0. ROSS C. COX, CAPT, DSG, 3445/3113.

P. REPORT 1AW AFR 127-4 PARA 17A(2) ATTACHMENT 4,6.

8T |
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aita s 8300
ouTGOING TELEGRAM Department of State by
e R — SECRE®.__ . o

A SUNMIMIARY
4% " INFO: Amembassy PARIS L!‘%éé)- W30 7 3uPH'B
USAFE

MADRID FOR EMBASSY AND JUSMG _ DECLASSIFIED

PARIS FOR JAMES et

LONDON FOR USNAVEUR - &c_‘“. o7

FROM STATE AND DEFENSE
NOFORN

Overflights Spanish territory carrying muclear weapons were
suspended by confidential Wheeler to Munoz Grandes letter of
January 22, Because arrangements for overflights of Austria,
Switzerland, Framce or Morocco with nuclear weapons for various
reasons not feaaible, resumption such overflights of Spaln
extremely important not only in maintaining our tactical alert
and dispersal plans but also in providing nuclear logistics support
to forces in Mediterranean area, Restoration US overflights could
have favorable influence elsewhere in world where such flights
involved, Early approach Spanish authorities is desirable to seek
resumption such flights through Spain,

Since mgpon-ion was instituted on basis oral request from
Munoz Grandes, may be possible resumption flights with certain
adjustments could be arranged through seme channel, Would appraciat
your comments on timing such esppreach and on following suggestions

1 Exl, Telsgrophic transmission and
W classification approved by: Walter J. Stoessel

WE - Mr, Andersen RPM - Mr, Gammett G/PM - Mr, George
0&D/ISA - Mr, Finkelstein AP - Col, Dupont CNO - Capt, Praszee
HMr, Brones DASA - Gen, mn’REpRcﬁ&imm [ m’
—SECREP— PROHIBITED UNLESS “Umd)

s D527
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Page____ 2 of telegram to. MADRID n

for possible adjustments., Would like views on timing above approach in
1light current request on xﬁrxgmx squadrons (DEPTEL 1227) and in
relation recovery B=52 weapon,

We of course wish maintain greatest posaible flexibility but
following adjustments in flights with nuclear weapons, although undesirable,
could be suggested progressively as basis obtaining relaxation of present
overflight restrictions:

1. Keep to minimum overflights of Spain and landings at joint air
end naval facilities with nuclear weapons,

2. Modify or specify flight routes for which tactical and logistic
flights would be permitted.

3. Limit overflights to logistiec alr transport of nuclear weapons
and emergency dispersals in perlods of tension,

Lo In event foregoing not acceptable as basis for resumption of
overflights, hold options open and advise., We would not wish to limit
resumption to logistic overflishts only,.

We would assure Spanish authorities that in-flight refueling
operations involving aircraft carrying nuclear weapons would not be
conduc ted over Spanish territory except in event of extreme in-flight
emergency.

Overflight Straitx of Gillbraltar separate subject not to be discussed

uestion of

in connection mainland flights, We would consider /flying Straitx only if

above approach would be unsuccessful, END.

i RUSK
Nobe:Har J/ﬁj hymelhs o s/s-o

—SECREP—
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ih SS - acTION 3 sscsrnra IH%EDIATE 1226 NIy 83%

A ! : i W s _/_5—93

L Info . B MARCH 13 B' # D-‘“ K
0w b e " ey T - 17068 B vy “f“
&- y *,  DEPTEL !l%;/’ MARCH 18, 1966, 12 57 ng;
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COUNTRY TEAM MESSAGE. s e ey T \
r

! THE FOLLOWING IS A PREPARED CONTINGENCY STATEMENT TO BE ' )
RELEASED AFTER COORDINATION AND COMPLETION OF FEARCH AND .
RECOVERY OPERATIONS. _ 3 \

L [ (s

P QUOTE THE FOURTH AND FINAL VE APON FROM THE JANUARY 1T CRASH : ;
1 NEAR PALOMARES SPAIN HAS BEEN RECOVERED TODAY AND IS ENROUTE
-, TO THE UNITED STATES AT.THIS TIME. THE CASING WAS INTACT

'AND NO RELEASE OF RADIOACTIVITY INTO THE COASTAL WATERS

.4 . _.HAS OCCURRED. THE'WEAPON WAS LOCATED ON MARCH 1§ IN 2520
R 'FEET OF WATER, APPROXIMATELY FIVE MILES OFF SHORE BY THE
: SUBMERSIBLE ALVIN., PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN AT THAT TIME TENTATIVELY
g ‘ IDENTIFIED THE OBJECT AS THE MISSING WEAPON. THE RECOVERY
i OF THIS WEAPON BRINGS TO A CLOSE THE SEARCH PHASE OF THE.
!

- o
'--..____;_4 N e T
> =R

OPERATION. ALL WRECHAGE FRAGMENTS AND ASSOCIATED AIRCRAFT &
: MATERIAL OF INTEREST TO THE US ‘HAVE 'NwO BEEN LOCATED AND
" RECOVERED. UNQUOTE.

li . POSSIBLE ADDITION TO STATEMENT ASSURING RECOVERY IS MADE
AFTER DRUMS HAVE BEEN LOAD?D RBOARD SHIP.

| QUOTE THE COLLECTION AND REMOUAL OF CONTAWINATED SOIL AND
VEGETATION HAS BEEN COMPLETED. THESE MATERIALS ARE BEING
‘TRANSPORTED IN STEEL DRUMS ABOARD A UNITZD STATES VESSEL -
AND WILL BE BURIED IN THE ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION DISPOSAL
~ SITE NEAR AIKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA. :

e ———ly =y

o ¢ R N e wime i e e

L

THE AMERICAN ENCAMPME?T NEAR PAIOMARES IN BEING DISMA“TLEDlﬁi
3 : AND THE PERSONNEL-RETURNED TO THEIR NORMAL DUTY STATION., !
i I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK THE SPANISH -
{ . PEOPLE, FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING ASSISTANCE IN COMPLETING THIS.
o TASK. I BELIEVE OUR GOAL HAS BEEN ACHIEVED TO LEAVE THE‘ £
i PALOMARLS AREA AS IT was BEFORE UNQUOT;. DUXE

BT

NOTE: PASSED WHITE HOUSE, ‘DOD, USIA 1:25 P.M,, 3-18- 66
’ ADVANCE DELIVERY TO s/s-o AT 1 10 P M., 3-18-66.
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FM SECSTATE WASHDC

INFO WHITE HOUSE ATIN MR BUNDY

0 21292993Z MAR 66

Fti AMEMBASSY MADRID

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1891
STATE GRNC

BT

UNCLAS MARCH 1

PASS DOD, USIA

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF STORY CARRIED 3Y MADRID AFTERNOON DAILY
INFORMACIONS MARCH 1:

ACCIDENT OF LAST JANUARY 17 RIGHT OVER PALOMARES IN ALMERIA
IN WHICH LONG-RANGE JET AND FUELING PLANE WERE DESTROYED AS
RESULT OF COLLISION DURING REFUELING MISSION IN FLIGHT HAS

RPODUCED NOT A LITTLE SPECULATION AND VAGUE REPORTS, MOSTLY
WITHOUT BASIS IN FACT. IN ORDER TO CLARIFY REAL SITUATION,

Wi PAID CALL ON CHAIRMAN OF NUCLEAR ENERGY BOARD, DON JOSE

MARIA NAVASCUES, A SCIENTIST OF UNIVERSAL FAME WHO REPLIZD

OPENLY TO ALL QUESTIONS ADDRESSED TO HIM.

PAGE TWO RUDSRD SGA4ALL UNCLAS

"NOT A SINGLE CASE OF RADIOACTIVE CONTAMINATION WORTHY OF THE

NAME HAS BEEN REGISTERED IN PALOMARES REGION OR ITS SURROUNDINGS.™
MR. OTERO NAVASCUES STATED AT THE START "IT IS ABSOLUTELY

UNTRUE THAT THERE HAVE BEEN INJURIZS THROUGHOUT THAT ZONE

OF TYPE DESCRI3ED BY SOME INDIVDUAL WHO PROBABLY SOUGHT TOQO

GAIN SOME NOTORIETY, PRESUMING AN UNDETECTED CONTAMINATION

FROM EXAMINATIONS TO WHICH HE VOLUNTARILY SUBMITIED".

WAS THERE SOME KIND OF NUCLEAR EXPLOSION IN PALOMARES ZONE?
"THERE HAS BEEN NONE NOR COULD THERE BE ANY", REPLIED CHAIRMAN
OF NUCLEAR ENERGY BOARD, WHO STRESSED WHEN ANSWERING OTHER
QUESTION THAT ALL THE TECHNICAL MATERIAL NEEDED FOR
INVESTIGATION IN ORDER TO BE ABLE TO TAKE ALL THL NECESSARY
SECURITY MEASURES TO AVOID ANY RISK WAS °

TAKEN TO PALOMARES ZONE BY THIS BOARD.

SROX FROM QUICK COPY |




R0X FROM QUICK COPY |

SEVENTEEN SPANISH SCIENTIST AND TECHNICIANS OF NUCLEAR ENERGY |
BOARD ARE WORKING DAILY IN DISTRICT TO CARRY OUT APPROPRIATE 5
LABORS REQUIRED TO DELIMIT COMPLETELY THE ZONES AFFECTED BY

THE PLUTONIUM AND URANIUM 235 DISPERSED AS RESULT OF ACCIDENT".

PAGE THREE RUDSRD @24LL UNCLAS
OTERO NAVASCUES POINTED OUT THAT THERE WERE POTENTIALLY
2,283 PERSONS EXPOSED TO EFFECTS OF RADIATION AND THAT NUMBER

OF THOSE EXAMINED FOR EVIDENCE OF SOME EXTERNAL CONTAMINATION
IS AROUND 1,828, THE RESULT BEING PRACTICALLY NEGATIVE. TO
DATE WHAT IS TECHNICALLY DESCRIBED AS REFINED LABORATORY
PROCEDURES HAVE BEEN UTILIZED AND THESE HAVE MADE IT POSSIBLE
TO PROVE THAT NOT A SINGLE PERSON AMONG THE INHABITANTS OF

THE REGION OR THE PERSONNEL OF THE TEAMS OF THE NUCLEAR ENERGY
BOARD HAS RECEIVED A DANGEROUS DOSE OF ANY KIND.

“THERE HAS BEEN AREA OF SIX HECTARES WHICH HAVE BEEN
CONTAMINATED AT RATE OF MORE THAN 68,206 COUNTS PER MINUTE,

A COUNT WHICH IN UNITED STATES IS AVERAGE OF WHAT IS CONSIDERED
AS TOTALLY SAFE LIMIT", CHAIRMAN OF THE NUCLZAR ENERGY BOARD
CONTINUED. "THE EARTH ON THE SURFACE HAS BEEN ALL PROVISIONALLY
STORED TO BE TRANSFERRED LATER TO THZ UNITED STATES. A TOTAL

or 3,000 CUBIC METERS OF LQRTH, EQUIVALENT, TO 6,282 TONS,

WILL SE TRANSPORTED."

CTERO NAUASCUES DENIED THAT ANY NUCLEAR EXPLOSION OCCURRED.
THE SAFETY DEVICES PERFECTED OVER THE YEARS BY MEANS OF
INTENSE SECURITY TESTS HAVE PERMITTED THE UNITED STATES TO
HANDLE, STORE AND TRANSPORT NUCLEAR WEAPONS DURING MORE THAN
TWENTY YEARS, WITHOUT ANY NECLEAR DETONATION HAVEING OCCUREED.
SAFETY RULES WHICH HAVE BEEN PLACED IN EFFECT WIDELY HAVE

BEEN DEVELOPED AND HAVE MADE IT POSSIBLE TO HANDLE ANY
ACCIDENT INVOLVING NUCLEAR WEAPONS WHICH MIGHT HAVE PERMITTED
THE SPREADING OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS.




PAGE FOUR RUDSRD @24LL UNCLAS

" RADIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF PALOMARES AREA,"” OTERO NAVASCUES
CONTINUED "AND OF ITS HUMAN AND ANIMAL POPULATION, INCLUDING
DETAILED LABORATORY STUDIES CARRIED OUT BY SPANISH AND AMERICAN
SCIENTISTS, HAS NOT PRODUCED ANY EVIDENCE TO DATE. OF A RADIO-
CTIVE DOSE ABOVE THE MAXIMUM TOLERABLE IN BODIES OF THOSE
EXAMINED. IT CAN BE ASSURED THAT THERE IS NOT SLIGHTEST RISK
IN EATING VEGETABLES WHICH HA E BEEN PLACED ON SALE IN

MARKETS AND WHICH HAVE COME FROM THAT ZONE, OR IN EATING M
HMEAT OR FISH OR DRINKING MILK FROM THE DAIRY CATTLE OF THE
REGION™. CHAIRMAN OF NUCLEAR ENERGY BOARD SAID IN REPLY

TO FINAL QUESTION: .

" ALL MEASURES TO ASSURE THAT ZONES AFFECTED BY ACCIDENT OF
JANUARY 17 ARE COMPLETELY CLEAN HAVE BEEN TAKEN. A QUANTITY OF
VEGETABLES AND SOIL CONTAMINATED BY ACCIDENT IS BEING WITHDRAWN,
SO IT CAN BE STATED THAT SECURITY OF ZONE ALREADY HAS BEEN

GUARANTEED. ~

"THERE REMAINS PROBLEM OF SEARCH FOR THE FOURTH BOMB™, HE
CONLCUDED, ™ WHICH THE AMERICANS ARE VERY INTERESTED IN FINDING
BECAUSE IT IS EXCEPTIONALLY MODER, HENCE, THE PRESENCE OF

THE MILITARY PERSONNEL OF THAT COUNTRY IN THE ZONE."

(END TEXT).

PAGE FIVE RUDSRD @24LL UNCLAS

'ALTHOUGH PAPER GAVE NO ATTRIBUTION, EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS OTERO
INTERVIEW WAS WITH SPANISH NEWS AGENCY EFE REPORTER. AP
'CARRYING MUCH ABBREVIATED VERSION OF EFE ACCOUNT.

ANOTHER MADRID AFTERNOONER, PUEBLO BANNER-HEADLINED ON FRONT
PAGE: "AMBASSADOR USA: °'FRAGA AND I WILL BATHE AT PALOMARES
-THIS WEEK, ACCOMPANIED BY OUR RESPECTIVE CHILDREN' - NO 5
DANGER OF RADIOACTIVITY". HEADLINES REFERRED TO SECOND PAGE
STORY QUOTING AMBASSADOR AS SAYING, DURING LUNCHEON AT
NEWSPAPER OFFICES FEBRUARY 28 AS GUEST OF DIRECTOR EMILIO
ROMERO: "THIS WEEX, THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION, MR. FRAGA,
AND I, WITH OUR RESPECTIVE CHILDREN, WILL BATHE ON BEACH

OF PALOMARES". STORY ADDS: "REGARDING ACCIDENT OF US

NUCLEAR BOMBER ‘IN ALMERIA, AMBASSADOR SAID THERE IS NO DANGER
OF RADIOACTIVITY IN WATERS OF PALOMARES, WHERE LOST NUCLEAR
DEVICE NOW BEING SOUGHT".

DUKE
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-ACTION.IJSECSTATE PRIORITY 1954 '}u;

[

N

o AELAE |
-m4#4¥+F+Li-ﬁ—f*ﬂ—$—ihﬁ—h-FEBRUARY 25 B TN
PASS AEC FOR SEABORG AND GENERAL CROWSON
FROM HALL AND LANGHAM ) ¥ .

' AS RESULT OF*COMPROMISE ON 68, GGO COUNTS AS LI“IT FOR
SOIL REMOVAL EARLY CLEAN-UP SITUATION HERE "SEEMS TO BE 3
 PROGRESSING SATISFACTORILY AND MAY. BE COMPLETE BY WARCH 12 3
WITH REMOVAL COMPLETE BY HARCH Slet o {,-

2 REGARDING LONG-RANGE FOLLOW uP. PROGRAM SPANISH AEC TAKING ]
POSITION WHILE THEY AGREE THAT THERE MAY BE NO LONG-RANGE
HAZARD , IT IS THEIR RESPONSIBILITY TO CONFIRM THE FACT BY.' &¥
A STUDY PROGRAM THE ‘EXTENT ‘AND DURATION OF WHICH. WILL

BE DETERMINED BY PROGRESSIVE RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATIONS.
EHEY DESIRE.TO INVESTIGATE THE. FOLLOWING GENERAL POINTS' '

A COLLECTION. OF INFORMATION ON UPTAKE AND RETENTION 'OF !
PLUTONIUM BY REPRESENTATIVE NUMBER OF A POPULATIONiGROUP
POTENTIALLY" EXPOSED TO INHALATION OF A PLUTONIUF ENHDE AEROSOL,

'B. TEMPORAL AND SEASONAL FLUCTUATIONS N PLUTONIi_
CONCENTRATIONS ABOVE' A PLUTONIUM -OXIDE CONTAMINATEY:.
__‘AGRICULTURAL AREA DECONTAMINATED. ACCORDING'TO ABRETD!?
DECONTAMINATION LIMITS AND PROCEDURES; ' a%

i A
.Ce OONTAMINATION LEVELS oF PRODUCE FROM A PLUTO%LUH OXIDE
COVTAMINATED AREA SUBSEQUENT TO DECONTAMINATION AND; , .

'D. TEMPORAL nxannr:ou AND REDISTRIBUTION OF. PLUTONIUM -y
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—CONFIDENTIAT

'.2-. 1054, February 25  from Madrid

OF CONT INUED CULTIUATION AND WEATHERING. THEY ARE REQUESTING
‘THAT WE SUPPLY NECESSARY AND RECIPROCAL INFORMATION, TECHNICAL
ADVICE , EXCHANGE OF. APPROPRIATE SPECIALISTS AND SPEGIAL .
EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS REQUIRED FOR THE INUESTIGA*RONS.

THIS MAY INVOLVE ABOUT $1pP,200 IN EQUIPMENT AND

'MATERIALS THE FIRST. YEAR PLUS TRAVEL FOR THREE OR ¥ JUR

U.S. SPECIALISTS TO SPAIN. SPAVISH AEC WILL PaY TRA'FL COSTS -
FOR THEIR SPECIQLISTS VISITING THE U. S« . ¥

5. THE ARRANGEMENT WILL BE EXTENDED BEYOND ONE YEAR AS ' {
«BOTH PARTIES AGREE AND BASED ON THE OBSERVATIONS DURING R
FIRST YEAR. ‘ %E

4. LETTERS VILL BE EXCHANGED TODAY BETWEEN HALL AND orzno g
COVERING ABOVE POINTS. o ,

DUKE - _ vy ol *
RIS - L :

St

# i 0

W Ml—tmms PA—S'S-@ '




5 i
o *

2 2%

- T

L

E

w

l‘l "

FFOM' ' MADRID ljRECDO' '-"_ t JAN 27’1'966"3=15P |
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*—r-—-—~———— JANUARY 27&..4_«-52 NARA, nm?/s“é’j'

/+ BY VIRTUALLY EVERY IMPORTANT FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT ; THESE,
% PRESSURES EXPECTED TO MOVE TO SITE, ALSO BEING RﬁPIDLY

*J

;;,DN)ERWATER RECOVERY DEVICE IS BEING "SHIPPED TO THE SJ.U:.'

i
"

y
h_HEISUAL SIGHTING TRIHL OF DEEP SEA DIVING BELL. ORI, PO

¥ P

'PRESS COVERAGE AT. SITE OF AIR CRASH AS BOMB 'SEARCH MOVES

l. THIS. IS TO ADVISE OF NEW PROBLEM DEVELOPING RE FOREIGN .
FROM LAND TO SEA..' EXTEME PRESSURE EMBASSY ANDTORREJON - ”

TTRANSFERRED TO DOD AND STATE. :

'2. REASON IS THAT PRESS STOPPED ‘AT WATER!S EDGE UNﬁBLE‘LEARNT'%

MUCH~ OF 'SEA’ SEARCH WHIRE US NAVY OPERATING UNDER DIRECTIUE\ %
NOT PERMIT ANY PRESS ABOARD 'SHIPS' NOR:CAN. INFORMATION
PERSONNEL TELL; THEM ANYTHING. ‘ i I
3. THIS IN CONTRAST TO "LAND" SEARCH WHERE, DESPITE "wo - 4
COMMENT™ POLICY ‘|6TH AF INFO OFFICERS ON SPOT, FOREIGN. . \ |°
CORRESPONDENTS, PHOTOGRAPHERS, AND TV, ABLE MOVE{AROUND AREA\
AT WILL COLLECTING.INFORMATION ON THEIR OWN WITH I6TH -,

‘AF 'ASSISTING, WITH TRANSPORT AROUND THE SCENE. THEY ABLE THIS
WAY, AND THROUGH NUMEROUS SPANISH-SIDE LEAKS PIECE TOGETHER. -/

_M:ESSENTIALLY CORRECT STORIES AND TV COVERAGE DESPITE TIGHT _
ISECURITY AND LACK. OFFICIAL’STATEMENTS . Y f

. n" B

¢ g \
W4 ALTHOUGH NUNBER PRESSMEN ON SCENE HAS DECLINED, ' '54,,j'f'
~INTRODUCTION ‘OF EXOTIC EQUIPMENT AND BUILDUP AT SEA ;

HAS REKINDLED HIGH INTEREST; MANY PLANNING RETURN TO- SCENE* k.

SHORTLY, WORD HAS 'GOTTEN 'AROUND BUILDING UP THEIR EXPECTATIONS 4
. THAT SUNDAY, JANUARY 30, WILL BE BIG, PUSH AT.SEA UHEN ‘THEY' 4
{y BELIEUE UNBE#W&TER EQUIPMENT, WILL BE IN PLACE. ;

5 AT LEAST TWO' OF 'THE MEDIA HAUE RECEIVED CABLES FROM. THEIR |
OFFICES IN NEW YORK THAT A BAIHESPHERE OR SOME TYPE 0

\ : MY
\ % . ye ' .j_ .d._A.___-_,,

m

“ALSO 'SEVERAL  SAY THEY HAVE REPORTS EQUIPMENT.BEING AIR SHTPPED
VIA TORREJON "AND. REQUESTING PHOTO AND TV COVERAGE.

ai
R

ol
1»5. hP 'THIS MORNING 'CARRIED STORY, CLAIMING MOUNTING e
CRITICISM US AND -SPANISH SECRECY, SOME GONFUSION AEEEADY L A
- WITH AFP NOW CARRYING REPORT THERE! ARE "TWO"™ MISSING BOMBS '
IN THE WATER, AP -THIS MORNING REPORTED, EVIDENTALY BY ATTEMPTED

—CONFIBDENTHAL——

e
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SPANISH DAILIES CONTINUED TO GIVE STORY HEAVY PLAY, WITH

. EMPHASIS ON "RETURN TO NORMALCY" IN RURAL REGION, CONTINUED
RSR SEARCH ACTIVITIES, COMPENSATION FOR FINANCIAL LOSSES, -

o AND LACK OF SERIOUS HEALTH HAZARDS. MOST REPORTS REFER _
. VAGUELY TO MISSING. "DEVICES"™ OR "REMNANTS OF PLANES™ WITHOUT. -
MENTION OF NUCLZAR NATURE. ALL MADRID MORNING PAPERS HIGH- -
LIGHT PHOTOS IN DISPLAYS WHICH INCLUDE USAFE CINC, GEN.

o HOLLOWAY, WHOSE VISIT TO SPAIN JANUARY 23-24 IS DESCRIBED
ol FLATLY~-AND FALSELY--AS RELATED TO ‘ACCIDENT INQUIRY.

v

PAGE TWO RUFHDN @29LL &6—6—-N—F—FD—FN—TFF+1nt—

ABC AND ARRIBA PICTURE HIM WITH CHIEF JUSMG IN

CCNFERENCE WITH SPANISH AIR ‘MINISTER. FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY
| OF COUERmJ.BY LEADING DAILIES:

R ABC--STORY OCCUPIES FULL PAGE UNDER HEADLINES‘ "FRRMERS 2
't WILL BE COMPENSATED FOR LOSSES CAUSED BY AIR ACCIDENT. -

) MORE THAN 1,000 PERSONS HAVE BEEN

v, EXAMINED 3Y TECHNICAL TEAMS. HUNDREDS OF SPECIALISTS comB,

' GROUND AND CONTINUE SEARCH FOR REMNANTS OF PLANES."™ TEXT
INCLUDES THESE STATEMENTS: "EFFECTS OF RADIOACTIVITY HAVE
BEEN INSIGNIFICANT, ALMOST NEGLIGIBLE...- SOME PEOPLE HAVE
RECEIVED ORDERS, AFTER BEING EXAMINED TO BURN THEIR CLOTHING
AND SHOES, AND ARE BEING ADVISED SIMPLY TO ‘BATHE THOROUGHLY.
RADIOACTIUITY UNITS INITIAL PHQSE SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN VERY
SLIGHT." ;

ARRIBA--DEVOTES PAGE 8 TO TWO STORIES OF CONTRASTING TONES.
FIRST HEADED: “"TENDENCY TOWARD NORMALITY IN ZONE WHERE THE
TWwO AMERICAN PLANES FELL. FARMERS HAVE RETURNED TO THEIR
HABITUAL TASKS AND POPULACE RESUMES ITS ACTIVITIES.




~—GONFBENTHAL ,
_2-, 896, JANUARY 26, FROM MADRID,

TECHNICAL TEAMS OF RESCUE AND INVESTIGATION CONTINUE
RECOVERY OF REMNANTS OF LOST PLANES." SECOND HEADED:
" PRECAUTION WLTH OBJECTS AND CROPS. ™ XKEY LINES IN THIS

PAGE THREE RUFHDN 0229LL —8N—+—F—H—FN—TFT7+t— |,

ACCOUNT BY PYRESA AGENCY REPORTER SERAFIN ALON3O ARE: - -
"ALTHOUGH SEVERAL ‘SOLDIERS AT THE AMERICAN CAMP, IN PRESENCE
OF SOME FARM LABORERS, ATE LIMA BEANS AND TOMATOES FROM
FIELDS, PEOPLE CONTINUED TO BE SKEPTICAL, ESPECIALLY SINCE
MAYOR INFORWED US THAT THE HOUSE AND AREA NEXT TO THE PLACE
WHERE_ONE OF THE DEVICES WAS RETRIEVED HAVE BEEN PLACED

IN QUARANTINE." STORY GOES ON TO SAY THAT WORKERS ASKED TO
PARTICIPATE IN DEBRIS RECOVERY "APPEAR TO BE HESITANT AND
FEARFUL OF BEING CONTAMINATED. " ; :

YA--FRONT PAGE ARTICLE REPORTS RESTRICTIONS ON HARVESTING
ANDLIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER AND MARKETING BUT ADDS: "NORMALITY- |
IS RETURNING IN ALL THE AREA AS SHOWN FORCEFULY BY FACT THAT:
GREAT NUMBER OF REPORTERS SENT BY AGENCIES AND NEWSPAPERS,
FOREIGN AS WELL AS NATIONAL HAVE ABANDONED °FIELD OF OPERATION."®
LIFE IS ASSUMING ITS NORMAL RHYTHM IN AREA TO THE POINT THAT
. SHEPHERDS AND FARM WORKERS HAVE BEEN RETURNING TO DAILY

. TASXS SINCE LAST THURSDAY."

PUEBLO--BACK PAGE BOX HEADED "ALMERIA: TWO DEVICES HAVE' BEEN
. FOUND" SAYS TEAM OF SPECIALISTS ABOARD CRUISER AND TWO
" MINESWEEPERS OF US SIXTH FLEET HAVE DETECTED TWO"DEVICES™

. PAGE FOUR RUFHDh 029LL~C—Q—H—P—T'U T !

"' 'ON SEA BOTTOM ABOUT FIVE MILES FROM COAST. ADDS THAT US FROGMEN
- HAVE STARTED WORK OF RECOVERING DEVICES, "WHICH WILL BE TAKEN

.~ (ABOARD A FRIGATE." |

- FOREIGN PRESS UPI MADRID BUREAU CHIEF STATHOS TOLD EMBOFF

© 'HE FILED STORY ATTRIBUTING TQ FRENCH SOURCES REPORT THAT

. .ON US, NOT SPANISH INITIATIVE--ALL SAC NUCLEAR-ARMED BOMBER
s-FLIGHTS OVER SPANISH TERRITORY TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED SINCE
ACCIDENT.

"' AP HAS NOT YET INTRODUCED ABOVE ANGLE ITS OUTPUT, AS FAR
'AS WE KNOW. BUREAU CHIEF MILKS SAYS EMPHASIS HIS SERVICE NOW

—CONFHDENAL— 3
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; -3-, 896, JANUARY 26, FROM MADRID.

ON EXPANDING USN ROLE 'IN. SEARCH QPERATIONS AND FEATURE:-
" ARE FRESH RIPE TOMATOES THE .NEW PSYCHOLOGICAL WEAPON OF
THE US AIR FORCE?"™ LATTER STORY REPORTS US AIRMEN EATING.

. TOMATOES IN CRASH AREA.To*euﬁLL-sPANIARDSf;FEnRs.

COMMUNIST BROADCASTS

iEMBASSY MONITORED RADIO %OSCOW BROADCASTS IN SPANIéH INCLUDED
EFOLLONING STATENENTS'_kL : e s » .

' & 3
' "FARM WORKERS IN ALMERIArZﬁN

FELL JANUARY 17, HAVE BEEN PRdHIBITED FROM SELLING PRODUCE . .
OR XKILLING LIVESTOCK FOR SALE OF MEAT. THESE REPORTS CONTRACICT

-+ OFFICTAL RELEASES ACCORDING TO WHICH THERE IS NO DANGER OF

-:PAGE FIUE RUFHDN @29LL CﬁO—N—F~¥4}4}+P€“i—ﬁ—L—- : _
" RADIOACTIVE CONTAMINATION IN'ZONE. THERE IS ALSO BAN ON T
. CARRYING OUT LABOR-IN ZONE .AFFECTED BY CATASTROPHE. APPARENTEY,’

ATOMIC BOMB OR BOMBS WHICH FELL IN SEA HAVE LETHAL RADIO-
ACTIUITY."

"SPANISH PRESS IS SILENT _HAVING BEEN SUBMITTED TO A KIND

OF CORDON. SANITAIRE IMPOSED BY THE AMERICANS IN COMPLICITY
WITH SPANISH AUTHORITIES. -THIS CONSPIRATORIAL SILENCE.
REFLECTS FEAR OF SPANISH REACTION 'AGAINST AMERICAN BASES IN
SPAIN, A REACTION WHICH.IS ALREADY FELT IN PALOMARES WHERE
FIELD WORXERS HAVE SHOUTED: '"DOWN WITH UNITED STATES!
YANXEES GO HOMZ SIGNS OF. RADIOACTIVITY HAVE BEENDL&CTED

IN- CLOTHING OF SOME CIVIL GUARDS AND PERSONNEL s
INVOLVED IN RECOVERY. OPERATION, EVERYONE IS ASKING: 'AND IF

?‘BOQBS HaD EXPLOED NHAT WOULD HRUE HQPPENED?"

" RADIO PEKING, IN SPANISH BROADCAST AT 2930 LOCAL TIME
 JANUARY 25, SAID: "SPANISH ‘REPHUBLICAN ORGANIZATION-IN- - .

EXILE, WITH HEADQUAQTERS IN ALGERIA, ISSUED- COMMUNIQUE
DENOUNCING AMERICANS FOR STORING 'LARGE QUANTITIES OF ATOMIC"

‘BOMBS "IN SPAIN." BROADCAST LINKED "COMMUNIQUE" TO ACCIDNET

DUKE

BT S e 3
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1. 'FOLLOWING RESUME CONFIDENTIAL REPORT TO AMBASSADOR FROM
EMBOFFS RE SITUATION CRASH AREA.

2. LOCAL POPULATION SOMYEWHAT APPREHENSIVE RE HEALTH
HAZARDS AND COMPENSAT ION FOR DAMAGES. NO PANIC NOR CPEN
RESENTMENT NOTED. US MILITARY, NATURALLY PREOCCUPIED WITH
SEARCH AND RECOVERY OPERATION MAY NOT APPRECIATE FULLY
LOCAL SENSITIVITY CLAIMS QUESTICNS.

3. CLAIMS PROCEDURES IN PROCESS FORMULATION BUT MOVING

SLOWLY. FARMERS WHO UNABLE TO WCRK FIELDS OR TO HMARKET CROPS |
RUYORED BE "RADIOACTIVE™ ARE ENCOUNTERING ECCNOMIC STRAIN. |
USAF CLAIMS SHOULD BE PRCCESSED EXPEDITIOUSLY AND GENERCUSLY. |

4, SPANISH AIR FORCE GENERAL RAMIRO PASCUAL RECENTLY ‘
APPOINTED SPANISH AUTHORITY ON SCENE MIGHT PROVIDE KEY TO ;
NEZCESSARY SPANISH-AMERICAN COORDINATION ON CRUCIAL LOCAL !
PROBLEMS ESPECIALLY CLAIMS. WOULD BE MOST USEFUL IF COMMANDER
16TH AIR FORCZ BE GIVEN AUTHORITY AND RESCURCES TO EXPEDITE

CLAINS, AND COOPERATE FULLY GENERAL RAMIRO PASCUAL RE , l
CO¥MUNITY RELATIONS. SUBSSTANCE THIS REPORT BEING DISCUSSED |
WITH JS JUSHG. *

WITH JUSHG.

RUSK = DECLASSIFIED =y
BT k E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 -
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ACTION: iSECSTATE'WASHle[IMMEBIATE an

—5-F—€—R—EF—JANUARY 22"
LIMDIS _

DEPT PASS DOD
REF ENBTELS 867 AND 869; DEPTEL 834

1. FOLLOWING IS ROUNDUP DEVELOPMENTS RELATED B-52/KC- {35
'ACCIDENT SINCE LAST REPORTS (EMBTELS 867 AND 869): -

P SHQRTLY AFTER NOON JANUARY 21 FONMIN'TELtPHOﬂLD AMBASSADIR

'TO CONVEY -"EXTREME CONCERN® OF CHIEF STATE UPON READING

'UPI STORY CABLED BY SPANISHK EMBASSY WASHINGTON ‘(TEXT ABOUT.
SAME AS THAT QUOTED DEPTEL. 834). FONMIN SAID HE SENDING
SAGAZ TO DIsCUSS QUESLION.

‘B. SAGAZ ARRIVED DISP LAYING COVDID'RABLE AGITHTIGN. USING
‘SUCH TERMS AS “DEEP CONCERN", "EMERGENCY"” AND "CRISIS",
*HE COMPLAINED PARTICULARLY ABOUT PASSAGES IN UPI STORY

'CONCERNING ALLEGED ‘ATTITUDE OF - “US DIPLOMATS" AND THAT PURPORTING

DESCRIBE COMPLAINTS OF SPANISH INHABITANTS OF ACCIDENT AREA
AGAINST GOS FOR PERMITTING OVERFLIGHT NUCLEAR-ARMED USAF
'AIRCRAFT. SAGAZ DID NOT FAIL ' RING IN POTENTIAL BLOW TO
‘TOURISM. OF RADIATION SCARE. HE ENDED PRESENTATION SAYING
‘THESE REVELATIONS HAD EFFECT LIBERATING GOS -i0 TAKE INDEPENDENT
ACTION ON ITS OWN.AND MENTIONED:POSSIBILITY CONVENING PRESS
‘CONFERENCE FOR FULL DISCLOSURE ALL FACTS AND GOS POSITION.
-AMBASSADOR REFUTED UPI ATTRIBUTION TO US DIPLOMATS,
MENTIONED IMMINENT RETURN CHIEF JUSMG FROM SCENE ACCIDENT
WITH UP-TO-DATE ACCOUNT OF CIRCUMSTANCES THERE FOR OUx
INFORMATION AND THAT OF GOS, AND REFERRED TO DESIRABILITY
REMAINING CALM AND CONTINUING MUTUALLY ADVANTAGEOUS US- -
SPANISH COLLABORATION IN DEALING WITH DELICATE SITUATION OF

SANITIZE i : ‘
EO. 13292, Sec. 3.8 ~SECREF~—

N, J/RAC 05-20
' B?z?fu.

NARA. Date - 24-07
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TSECRER..
-2-871, January 22, from: Madrid
EQUAL AND COMMON CONCERN TO BOTH GOVTS. IN THIS. MANNER,

AMBASSADOR SUCCEEDED IN QUIETING SAGAZ, WHO AT END OF CONVERSATION
;AGREED AVAIT FURTHER REPORTS FROM SCENE.

‘EC. UPON RETURN‘ ROM ALMERIA, CHIEF JUSMG REPORTED-TO

AMBASSADOR: FOURTH BOMB STILL MISSING AND PROBABILITY WAS _
.IT DROPPED INTO SEA; USN MINE SWEEPERS ABOUI TO BEGIN SEA e
SEARCH OPERATIONS WITH HELP TWO LOCAL FISHERMEN WHO REPORTED
‘HAV'ING SEEN OBJECT WITH PARACHUTE DROP INTO WATER;

RECOVERY OF -FRAGMENTS WRECKAGE. ON LAND CONTINUING AND ALL

LEADS AS TO POSSIBLE LOCATION FOURTH BOMB BEING FOLLOWLD

"UP; AREAS OF RADIATION ON LAND HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED, ARE

-SMALL AND NOW CLOSED OFF; WATER TRUCKS BEING BﬁOUGhl ur 10
LEACH THESE SPOTS;CROPS AND LIEVESTOCK POSSIBLY AFFECYED
BEING BOUGHT UP; 'MEDICAL ‘EXAMINATIONS BEING M&DZ- OF PERSONS

IN AREA WHO COULD‘HAUE BEEN EXPOSED; COMMUNIIY LEADERS AND
GENERAL PUBLIC BEING ASSURED WITH EFFECT (HAT WHILE THEKE

SOME NATURAL FEAR AND UNCERTAINTY AMONG PEOPLE THERE NG . -
EVIDENCE OF MASS FRIGHT OR PANIC; SPANISH IN AREA, INCLUDING
CIVIL AUTHORITIES, GUARDIA CIVIL AND SPANISH N CLEAR SCIENTIFIC
AND -MEDICAL TEAMS, COOPERATING TO FULL IN IHESEEIFFOrIS.

GENERAL DONOVAN ALSO MENTIONED THAT NUMEROUS INTERNATIONAL
PRESS PREPRESENTATIVES ARE IN AREA, INCLUDING UPI, PAKIS
AMATCH, BRITISH PRESS, CBS-TV AND POSSIBLY FAENCH IV CREWS.

D. AMBASSADOR CALLED IN LOCAL.UPI BUREAU CHIEF STATHOS,
FIRMLY REFUTED ATTITUDE "US DIPLOMATS"AS ATTRIBUTED BY UPI
FILE AND CHALLENGED HIM ON SOURCE HIS INFORXMATION THIS POINT.
STATHOS APPEARED SHAXEN, STATED HE HAD OBTAINED INFORMATION
ON THIS POINT "AT THIRD HAND" AND REPEATEDLY APOLOGIZED

‘FOR FILING STCRY WITHOUT CHECKING WLTH EMBASSY (SEE F BELOW).

"E. FOLLOWING DISCUSSIONS._SUBPARAGRAPHS C AND D &BOVE,

'AMBASSADOR TELEPHONED FONOFF (ABOUT 1932). GAVE SAGAZ SUMMARY

. __AND .OFFERED.SEND._EMBOFF TO GIVE FULL REPORT, WHICH SAGAZ

QUICKLY ACCEPTED. SAGAZ LISTENED INTENTLY AND SHOWED KEENEST
‘INTEREST IN ACCOUNT STATHOS ADMISSION HE HAD NOI '

‘RECEIVED INFORMATION RE "US DIPLOMATS"™ ATTITUDE FR0M EMBASSY,

BUT FROM OTHER SOURCE. WE ASSURED SAGAZ WE OPEN TO ANY SPANESH
SUGGESTIONS ON HOW BEST HANDLE SITUATION BUT REITERATED

‘BELIEF WE SHOULD CONTINUE WORK- IN CLOJL CONCERT. SAGAZ INDICATED
[ CONCURRENCE ; SHID HE HAD

NO SUGGCSTIONS TO MAKE FOR TIME BEING AND APPEARZD CALM,

ALBEIT OBVIOUSLY CONCERNED. EMBOFF HAD IMPRESSION SAGAZ .
WANTED GET STATHOS INCIDENT PRRTICULQRLY CLLAR o REPO@T 10

SUPERIORS.
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.F. MORNING JANUARY 22, STATHOS UPI IELMPHONhQF ABQJSADOH

TO REITERATE' APOLOGIES, OFFER MAKE RETRIBUTION AND DISCLAIM
ANY ATTEMPT "MAKE TROUBLE". HE ADDED THAT HE: NOW BELIEVED
HE "HAD BEEN HAD" BY HIS SPANISH INFORMATION SOURCES (O[HERWISE .
‘UNIDENTIFIED) FOR POLITICAL REASONS AND EXPHLSSED HPPrLHLNSION '
ABOUT HIS POSITION IN SPAIN.

.G. CHIEF JUSMG GAVE REPORT OF DEVELOPMENTS AT ACCIDENT SITE

T0 VP MUNOZ-GRANDES ALSO MORNING JANUARY 22. MUNOZ-GRANDES

DID NOT APPEAR DEEPLY PERTURBED BUT HE DID REQUEST THAI FLIGHIS
OF NUCLEAR~ARMED USAF BCMBEZRS OVER SPAIN BE STOPPED. (CHIEF
JUSNG REPORTING THIS REQUEST THROUGH MILITARY CHANNELS.):

Ty

Le) MERELY

ACKNOWLEDGED INFORMATION AND MADE NO FURTHER COMMENI.

H. AMBASSADOR ALSO IN CONTACT WITH FONOFF JANUARY 22 FOR
FURTHER EXCHANGE OF VIEWS. DID NOT MENTION MUNOZ-GRAND:S REGUEST
FOREGOING SUBPARAGRAPH, NOR DID SAGAZ. NOTHING OF PARTICULAR
INTEREST EMERGED.  ooomm="

. .“BE_EOREIGNMAND.LOCAI PFEDS COVERAG E, CMBASSY HEARS:

— 7777 "A. REUTERS REPORTED RUMOR THAT  IN VILLAGE NEAR Uhnn -
'YESTERDAY ABOUT 58 PEOPLE MILLED ABOUT, SOME SHOUTING:

- "YANKEES GO HOMEAND TAKE YOUR BOMBS". REUTERS CONR¢SPOﬂOhNT :
DID NOT WITNESS AND GOS IYFOMI“ OFFICIALLY DENIZD. AP CARRIED
DENIAL LAST NIGHT. _
‘B. AP CORRESPONDENT MILKS HAS JUST FILED INTERVIEW WITH
'UNNAMED SPANISH OFFICIAL SAYING MEDICAL SPECIALIST FOUND
SMALL AREA AT SITE OF MAIN BOMBER WRECKAGE INITIALLY RADIO-
ACTIVE AND "ONLY NORMAL THAT PEOPLE WORKING OVER THAT -SPOT
HAVE BEEN CONTAMINATED". OFFICIAL ADDED: "8UT 1IF SO, THIS
IS VERY, VERY SLIGHT AND OFFERS NO DANAGER 70 ANYBQDY» ALL

-TRACES SHOULD HAVE DISAPPEARED COMPLETELY IN TWE OR THREE
DAYS™.

C. OF THHEE,MADRID MORNING DAILIES, ONLY YA CARKIED FOLLOW=UP
STORY.TODAY: BRIEF BUT. REASSURING FRONT PAGE STQRY KEADED:
“SEARCH AND SECURITY MEASURES PROCEEDING IN ALMEREA. NO DANGER
FROM AIR ACCIDENT EXISTS. INHABITANTS OF INVOLVEID ZQNES®

‘HAVE NOT BEEN EVACUATED". STORY IN SAME TONE SAYS : " LIVE

GOES ON NORMALLY "IN AFFECTED ZONE SINCE LOCAL MEASURES WHICH
ADOPTED IN SMALL DEGREE REPRESENT ONLY EXCESS CAUIiON. PROCF
OF THIS IS THAT INHAITANTS OF LITTLE RURAL SETTLEMENTS IN

ZONE HAVE NOT BEEN EVACUATED". - ' ¢ T s
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3. UNDERSTAND ONE AEC REPRESENTATIVE FROM ALBUQUERQUE ALREADY
IN SPAIN AND THREE MORE DUE ARRIVE JANUARY 23. |

‘4. BELIEVE WE MUST .BE PREPARED FOR CONTINUED AND POSSIBLY
INCREASED MEDIA TREATMENT OF ACCIDENY UNYIL FOURTH BOWMB

. LOCATED ANDY,REMOVED. IF MUCH MORE TIME ELAPSES WITHOUL SUCCESS
IN SEARCH, WE MAY BE FACED WITH PRACTICAL NECESSIIY ADVITTING .
'OFFICIALLY ONE BOMB STILL MISSING. THIS IN TURN CARRIES

- OBVIOUS DANGERS INCLUDING POTENTIALLY TRIGGEZRING OFF
'FURTHER GOS OFFICIAL STATEMENTS POSSIBLY INCLUDING PUBLIC

- REFERENCE TO SPANISK DEMAND THAT REFUELING AND/OR OQVERFLIGRIS
NUCLEAR-ARMED AIRCRAFT BE STOPPED. IT THEZREFORE CLEARLY OF
- UTMOST ' URGENCY THAT NO EFFORT BXZ SPARED LOCATE FOURTH BOMB
JWITH -MINIMUM DELAY. URGE ALL NECESSANY 'US RESOURCES BE Paovnen
"FOR SEARCH. . . - ! oy ; -
“GP=3 -~ . . .,
DUKE g el
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- CONTROL: 16813 . \
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. ’ACTION:  SECSTATE IMMEDIATE 869 t

~ JANUARY 21 .

LIMDIS

REF DEPTEL 838 e 1 by

l. VITH REFERENCE EFFECT OF B-52/KC~135 ACCIDENT ON US-
SPANISH RELATIONS, WE HAVE BEEN IN CLOSE AND CONTINUOUS -
. CONTACT WITH FONOFF SINCE MONDAY AND HAVE DETECTED NO
APPRECIABLE TENSION SO FAR. ITEMS:

A; IN LONG DISCUSSIONS AT SAGAZ LEVEL JANUARY 19 AND 24

ON PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS ATMOSPHERE PRIMARILY ONE OF COMMON
CONCERN OVER PROBLEM CONFRONTING BOTH COUNTRIES; NO EXPLICIT
OR IMPLIED RESENTMENT DIRECTED AT US. FOCUS OF FONOFF INTEREST
APPEARED BE EFFECT ON SPANISH OPINION OF PUBLIC REVELATION
NUCLEAR-ARMED US BOMBERS OPERATING IN SPANISH AIR SPAACE.
SAGAZ ALSO MENTIONED, WITHOUT GREAT STRESS, THAT SENSATIONAL
STORIES ABOUT MISSING BOMBS AND RADIATION COULD EXCITE
SPANISH PUBLIC, WHICH UNSOPHISTICATED IN SUCH MATTERS,

TO EXAGGERATED REACTION. SOME FONOFF OFFICIALS AT LOWER
LEVEL DID EXPRESS SURPRISE THAT "RISKY" REFUELING OPERATION
SHOULD BE CARRIED OUT OVER LAND RATHER THAN SEA. ’

B. AMBASSADOR WAS REQUESTED TO CALL ON FONMIN JANUARY 20
(EMBTEL 865) AND HAD LENGTHY, UNHURRIED DISCUSSION. QUESTION .
OF NATO USE JOINT BASES HERE AND GIBRALTAR DEFINITELY DOMINATED
CONVERSATION AND TOOK MARKED, PRECEDENCE OVER REMARKS EXCHANGED
‘ON BOMBER ACCIDENT. THRUST OF FONMIN'S COMMENST LATTER SUBJECT
‘WAS' CONCERN OVER EFFECT ON SPANISH PUBLIC OPINION OF NEWSPAPER
STORIES AND HE SPOKE IN TERMS OF US-SPANISH COLLABORATION

TO CONTAIN REPERCUSSIONS.

C. THERE HAVE BEEN NO OTHER APPROACHES ON PART SPANISH
CIVILIAN AUTHGRITIES (SUCH AS MININFO) TO EMBASSY ON THIS
SUBJECT.

—CONFIDENFTAL—

DECLA&mHED
13292 Sec. 3, 5




D

A
b,
v, *

869 January 21 from Madrid

 ~—CONFIDENEEAL—
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#%. NO ADVERSE REACTION REPORTED ro DATE FROM HIGH SPANISH
MILITARY AUTHORITIES WITH WHOM CHIEF JUSMG IN FREQUENT'
- CONTACT ON THIS SUBJECT.. 1
}.2. LOGAL PRESS DEVELOPMENTS BEING REPORTED SEPARATELY. =~
WORTH*STRESSING HERE EFFORTS OF GOS TO. STEM FLOW OF PRESS
. INFORMATION PARTICULARLY' INTO SPAIN, AS EVIDENCED BY NON-
. APPEARANCE HERE OF EUROPEAN EDITIONS NYTIMES AND NYHERALD - -
TRIBUNE JANUARY. 20, . _ _ i
) .‘"
' 3. ONLY IMPLICIT GOS COMPLAINT HAS BEEN VICE .PRESIDENT ;
__[-MUNOZ _GRANDES'_SUGGESTION TO CHIEF JUSMG THAT USAF REFUELING’
 OPERATIONS OF THIS NATURE HENCEFORTH TAKE PLACE OVER WATER,
NOT OVER SPANISH TERRITORY. MUNOZ GRANDES ALSO INQUIRED . .
WHETHER US HAD ANY NUCLEAR DEVICES STORED ON SPANISH TERRITORY.

4. GOS, SPECIFICALY FONOFF, EVIDENTLY IS BEING KEPT CURRENTLY
INFORMED OF DEVELOPMENTS AT SITE AND IN INTERNATIONAL PRESS;
IT THUS APPEARS BE OPERATING IN AWARENESS ALL ESSENTIAL .
"FACTS, WHICH COMING FROM OWN SOURCES AS WELL AS FROM EFFORTS
JUSMG -AND EMBASSY. |,

5. OF RELATED INTEREST IS INQUIRY TO EMBASSY FROM LOCAL

AP CORRESPONDENT AS TO WHETHER SOVIET TRAWLER, REPUTED TO BE .
IN ROTA AREA, HAD APPEARED ON SCENE.. NO MENTION TO us so -
FAR BY GOS OF THIS SUBJECT. -

G AGREE WE SHOULD KEEP DEVELOPMENTS UNDER CONSTANT. AND
CAREFUL REVIEW AND EMBOFF BEING SENT TO AREA. WE SHALL °
REMAIN IN CLOSE CONTACT GOS AUTHORITIES IN ORDER BE ABLE
DETECT PROMPTLY ANY CHANGE IN ATTITUDE OR UNFAVORABLE TREND
IN OPINION SUSCEPTABLE TO REMEDY BY US. DO NOT BELIEVE ANY=-’

; iTHING FURTHER SHOULD BE DONE AT THIS MOMENT. SHALL, KEEP DEPT.

INFORMED: AND SUBMIT. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ANY. ACTION
CONSIDERED DESIRABLE AS SITUATION UNFOLDS.

GP-3 DUKE | .. . kil oo

o .

NOTE: Advance copy to S/S-0 at 10:20 AM, Passed White
House at 10:25 AM, 1/21/66

Baar, O
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ACTION: = SECSTATE PRIORITY 867 .
_ A , DECLASSIFIED .
LI ' E.O. 12556_.52.3-.{ e
. Y . hﬂJ 33— 142 ., : L2

—6- N F—F+DEN-TFA-L-JANUARY 21

~£1) WITH REFERENCE B52-KC-135 ACCIDENT, ALL THREE MADRID
MORNING DAILIES CARRIED FULL TEXT STATEMENT ISSUED BY AIR
MINISTRY AFTER FOREIGN PRESS PLAY AND OUR ANNOUNCEMENT OF
NUCLEAR ARMAMENT AND RADIOLOGICAL SEARCH VIRTUALLY FORCED
GOS TO BREAK OFFICIAL--SILENCE. TEXT STATEMENT FOLLOWS:

@) "WITH REFERENCE TO AIR ACCIDENT THAT OCCURRED OFF
SPANISH .COAST, IN PROVINCE ALMERIA ¢ WATERS), IT HAS BEEN
ASCERTAINED THAT IT WAS COLLISION BETWEEN TANKER AIRCRAFT

AND LONG RANGE AMERICAN JET PLANE, WHILE REFUELING OPERATION
UNDER HAY.

(&) N AUTHORITIES 'AND CIVIL PERSONNEL OF AREA WENT TO HELP .
CREWS, AND MANAGED SAVE FOUR FLIERS, PUT OUT THE FIRE

WHAT REMAINED OF AIRCRAFT, WHICH HAD FALLEN IN NEIGHBORHODD
OF VILLAGES OF VERA AND PALOMARES. '

(4) " THE LARGE AREA, FIVE KILOMETERS IN DIAMETER, OVER
WHICH DEBRIS WAS STREWN, AND RECOVERY OF ELEMENTS OF SECRET
MILITARY NATURE, HAVE MADE NECESSARY MEASURES TAKEN BY THIS
MINISTRY TO INVESTIGATE ACCIDENT FULLY AND SEARCH IN SAFETY,
‘IN ORDER OBTAIN FULL INFORMATION AND ANALYZE FINDINGS OF
-SAFE FLYING PROCEDURE ( PROCEDIMIENTO DE SEGURIDAD DE
VUELO).

(5) " THE AIR MINISTRY APPRECIATES COOPERATION GIVEN BY LOCAL
AUTHORITIES AND CIVIL PERSONNEL AND THEIR SPONTANEOUS AND
COURAGEOUS HELP, WHICH MADE POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE GIVEN AND WORK
UNDER WAY TO COMPLETE INVESTIGATION WITH ADDED SAFETY.”

¢6) TEXT PRINTED UNDER FOLLOWING HEADLINES: ABC ¢ PAGE ONE)
-=-"SECURITY MEASURES IN ZONE WHERE TWO US PLANES FELL IN .




—GONFIDENTIAT

-2- 867, JANUARY 21 FROM MADRID

FLIGHT OVER ALMERIA. AUTHORITIES SEEK ELEMENTS OF SECRET
MILITARY NATURE.” YA--"WRECKED PLANE WAS CARRYING ELEMENTS OF
SECRET MILITARY NATURE."™ ARRIBA--"SECURITY MEASURES IN AMERICNA
ZONE OF VER AND PALOMARES. SEARCH FOR SECRET ELEMENTS OF
glkég?ﬁé NATURE: WHICH ONE OF PLANES WRECKED MONDAY waS

A g

'¢7) DIRECTLY UNDER TEXT ABC RAN STORY FROM ITS WASHINGTON
CORRESPONDENT MASSIP HEADLINED "PANIC OVER ATOMIC DEVICES."
STORY REPORTED "SOMETHING CLOSE TO. PANIC OVER ATOMIC WEAPONS
IS SPREADING IN US REARGUARD AS RESULT OF TWO CONSECUTIVE ~
CRISES THIS WEEK."™ REFERS TO INCIDENTS (BROOKHAVEN

LABORATORY AND ABOARD USS LUCE) COMPLETELY UNRELATED TO SaC.
COLLISION. ARTICLE ENDS BY STATING PAST CRASHES SAC BOMBERS
IN US WITHOUT ANY ATOMIC ACCIDENT CONFIRM IMPOSSIBILITY .OF .
EXPLOSbe DEVICES. -

(8) REPORTS CIRCULATING HERE THAT FOREIGN (INCLUDING US) ‘_
NEWSREEL AND TV CAMERA CREWS PLANING TO GO TO CRASH SCENE ~
FILM STORY._

™ IF SECURITY MEASURES IMPOSED BY SPANISH REMAIN IN EFFECT

DIFFICULT FORESEE WHAT CAN BE FILMED OR REACTION MEDIA.
DUKE

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO; S/S-O 1/21/66 10:35 a.m.

#awled A/MJ/j fe‘f ::/ro
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\ ADR
0 RUETCROSECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIAT€[E:23
INFO RUF HDN/AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 48
RUFHPA/AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 84

RUFHPA/POLAD cmcsua IMMEDIATE UNN | : pe e TR
STATE GRNC - ‘ ;

BT ' ! I * & .
' S—E-6—R-E-F JANUARY 19 4

0

REF EMBTEL 855 |
DEPT PASS DOD”AND HQ SAC OMAHA

%1.. HAVE JUST LEARNED LOCAL UPI CORRESPONDENT FILED STORY TODAY
ON B-52/KC-135 ACCIDENT TO EFFECT THREE ATOM BOMBs RECOVERED
FROM WRECKAGE BUT ONE STILL MISSING AND THAT HUNDREDS OF US
TROOPS COMBING COUNTRYSIDE WITH GEIGER COUNTERS.

_2. SINCE FOREGOING MAY LEAD TO ESCALATION OF MEDIA TREATMENT
AND RAPID CHANGE IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, REQUEST
WASHINGTON CLEARANCE SOONEST OF DRAFT STRTEMENT PARA 3
REFTEL FOR RELEASE AT AMBASSADORS DISCRETION AND SUBJECT

TO FINAL CLEARANCE FROM GOS. '

GP=-3

. DUKE

BT

- ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-0, 1/19/66, 4:10 p.m.

~ PASSED WHITE HOUSE, 1/19/66, 4:45 p.m.

PASSED DOD and HQ SAC OMAHA, 1/19/66, 1/19/66, 4:55 p.m.

NOTE: HANDLE LIMDIS PER S/S-0 DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4
Ny _X /%
_4«_»67_ NARA, Duce Z-/S-88
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FM AMEMBASSY |MADRIDY — PTYY L
TO RUEHCR/SECSTATE WASHDC |856) . . : : . &
INFO RUFHPA/AMEMBASSY PARIS 83 © 1966 JAN 19 PM 1 10
RYFHPA/POLAD CINCEUR UNN o Y o :
ZEN/AMEMBASSY LONDON 47 . : .
STATE GRNC . - _

—-G-P—H—F—I—B—E—N—T—I—A-—L- JANUARY 19
DEPT PASS DOD, USIA ‘

REF EMBTEL 847

EXCEPT FOR PHOTOS OF WRECKAGE AND SURVIVORS, SPANISH PRESS
COVERAGE OF SAC BOMBER-TANKER CRASH 'STILL COMPARATIVELY
SUBDUED AND-VOLUME DIMINISHING. OMLY SUGGESTION OF DANGER

TO SPANIARDS IN BRIEF ABC ITEM SAYING FALLING WRECKAGE

"COULD HAVE CAUSED VICTIMS AMONG THE POPULATION." ALL ACCOUNTS
DEVOID ANY MENTION OF WEAPONRY OR AIR FORCE INUESTIGATION

AND SAFETY MEASURES. Vil

GP-3 DUKE
NOTE: HANDLE AS LIMDIS PER S/S=0

Advance copy to S/S-0 1/19/66 1:17 p.m.
Passed White House, DOD, SAC, USIA 1/19/66 1:40 p.m.

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4

. SF- /¢
NL
By.z‘#. NARA. Date £/ SEE
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Fii { ANEMBASSY MADRID
TO RUEHCR/SECSTATE wnsnnc[ijEnrnrz 855
INFO RUFHDN/AMEMBASSY LONDON IMM
RUFHPA/AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE sz
RUFHPA/POLAD CINCEUR IMMEDIATE 'UNN
STATE GRNC
BT - I
S 2CRE T JANUARY 16 vE® R
REF DEPTEL 819 R
DEPT PASS DOD AND. HQ SAC OMAHA
1. AS ANTICIPATED DEPTEL SPANISH ACUTELY SENSITIVE TO ANY'
FURTHER PUBLIC STATEMENTS ON B-52/KC-135 ACCIDENT. FONOFF
(IN NAME MINISTERS FOREIGN AFFAIRS, AIR AND NAVY WHO HAPPENED
TO BE IN CONFERENCE -AT FONOFF WHEN EMBASSY TOOK UP CONSULTATION
PURSUANT REFTEL) -POINTED OUT TODAY STORY DYING IN SPANISH
PRESS AND LOCAL INTEREST SUBSIDING. FONOFF EVEN REQUESTED
THAT ANY EXPRESSION OF GRATITUDE ON OUR PART FOR SPANISH
HELP IN RESCUE AND SEARCH . OPERATIONS NOT RPT NOT' BE MADE
" PUBLICLY. °
'PAGE TWO RUFHDN @03LL szcafr~
5. HOVEVER, WHEN INFORMED STORY MAY ASSUME ADDED DIMENSIONS
ELSEWHERE IN INTERNATIONAL PRESS, FONOFF AGREED IT COULD .
CONCEIVABLY LATER BECOME DESIRABLE TO RESTRAIN SPECULATION -
WITH ANOTHER OFFICIAL STATEMENT. IN THIS SPIRIT, FONOFF GAVE
TENTATIVE APPROVAL TO DRAFT QUOTED BELOW ON CONDITION FINAL
~- GOS CLEARANCE BE OBTAINED IF US BELIEVED CHANGED CIRCUMSTANCES
REQUIRED FURTHER STATEMENT. ]
’ 3. FOLLOVING IS TEXT OF DRAFT STATEMENT GIVEN ‘TENTATIVE nND’
CONDITIONAL CLEARANCE AS DESCRIBED ABOVE:
DECLASSIFIZD v . _SEERET | _ i‘ *.:_ ) *:d _' L
Authortty BUS 6405, wl. lcl_‘m ' ' G Sl .

By _QL‘C. —. NARA, Dare [995Y

R i i p e it
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¢
-2-855, January 19, from: Madrid

QUOTE. UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR TO SPAIN ANGIER BIDDLE DUKE'

TODAY EXPRESSED DEEP APPRECIATION FOR THE WHOLEHEARTED

ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY SPANISH AUTHORITIES AND CIVILIANS-IN .

SEARCH AND RESCUE OPERATIONS FOLLOWING THE MID-AIR COLLISION .
~.OF TWO AMERICAN MILITARY PLANES ON MONDAY.

B ’ s
. THE COLLISION INVOLVED A B- 52 INTER- CONTINENTAL BONBER AND
A KC=135 JET TANKER ENGAGED IN A ROUTINE HIGH ALTITUDE

REFUELING OPERATION. FOUR AIRMEN WERE stcuan, BUT szvsm“
'LOST THEIR LIVES. - o

-~

PAGE THREE RUFHDN 005LL,§££RE¥~
i . L

IT HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED BY U.S. AIR FORCE INVLSTIGATORS THAT

A SMALL- EXPLOSION OF CONVENTIONAL.MATERIALS :HAD OCCURRED ON

THE GROUND ‘AS A SEQUEL TO THE CRASH. THE EXPLOSION OCCURRED
WHEN WRECKAGE: FELL NEAR -THE TINY VILLAGE OF Pa OMARES, ‘NEAR
VERA, CLOSE TO THE SPOT WHERE THE DAMAGED BUT RTUALLY . INTACT. -
TAIL ASSEMBLY OF THE B-52 BOMBER WAS FOUND., NO CASUALTIES Lo
AMONG INHABITANTS OF THE AREA HAVE BEEN REPORTED. -T'

' ' ;

RADIATION MONITORING TEAMS ARE OPERATING' IN THE AREA AND WILL
ggMAIN TO COMPLETE THEIR: SURVEY AND CONFIRM THE SAFETY o
OF THE SPOT. , , P o

AN INTENSIVE SEARCH AND RECOVERY OPERATION ON LAND AND ‘

OFF THE COAST IN THE ACCIDENT AREA IS BEING CONDUCTED JOINTLY
BY SPANISH AND AMERICAN FORCES. IN ORDER TO DETERMINE

THE CAUSE OF THE CRASH AND TO PRECLUDE A SIMILAR ACCIDENT,

IT. IS DESIRED TO RECOVER ALL PIECES OF THE WRECKAGE WHICH
WILL LATER BE' CAREFULLY STUDIED BY AIR FORCE EXPERTS.

MAJOR GENERAL STANLEY DONOVAN, CHIEF OF THE JOINT U.S. -

MILITARY GROUP (JUSMG) AND MAJOR GENERAL DELMAR E., WILSON, ;
COMMANDER SIXTEENTH AIR FORCE, JOINED THE AMBASSADOR IN PRAISING
THE COOPERATION AND ASSISTANCE RENDERED BY SPANIARDS. THEY
COMMENDED THE SPANISH NAVY FOR IMMEDIATELY LOCATING AND DIRECTING
THE RESUCE OF THREE AIRMEN WHO PARACHUTED. INTO THE o
MEDITERRANEAN.

!

i -

PAGE FOUR RUFHDN @@3LL SECRET

THE UNITED STATES OFFICIALS ALSO VOICED GRATIFICATION FOR THE e
USE OF SPANISH MEDICAL FACILITIES IN THE ACCIDENT AREA, THE ' :
CLOSE ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY THE GUARDIA CIUIL, ‘AND. THE
AID OF THE SPANISH AIR FORCE. UNQUOTE. :



o

-3-855, January 19, from‘ Madrid

4. SPANISH OBJECTED STRONGLY TO MORE FORTHRIGHT:TREATMENT
OF RADIATION CONTAINED IN ORIGINAL DRAFT, AND AMBASSADOR,.
ON ADVICE CHIEF- JUSMG WHO JUST RETURNED FROM SCENE OF ACCIDENT,
"BELIEVES WORDING AS GIVEN ABOVE ADEQUATE. U.S. OFFICIALS
HERE WOULD DECLINE FURTHER COMMENT ON SUBJECT IF QUESTIONED‘
BY PRESS.

5. MUST EMPHASIZE GOS VERY ANXIOUS THAT NO FURTHER ‘OFFICIAL
STATEMENT BE MADE UNDER EXISITING CIRCUMSTANCES AND ARE
LIKELY TO RELENT ONLY IN FACE CLEAR AND URGENT NECESSITY.
GP-3

DUKE

BT

Handle as LIMDIS per S/S-0 s
Advance copy to $/S8-0 at 1:00 p.m. 1/19/66
Passed to DOD & Hq SAC Omaha at 1:20 p.m. 1/19/66
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OUTGOING TELEGRAM Department of State

06998

D o e | P
86 ; "
o ACTION. AmEmbassy MADRID PRIORITY 9’/ 3

- Bt Fes 12 Z o5 PH'66
SS DOD pass SYLVESTER
gil—l SUBJECT: Press Statement on B-52 Accident
E
EUR 1. Following inter-agency agreed press statement has been
;0 drafted with view to release in Spain, perhaps as joint Embassy-
E& Ag._r Force release with concurrence GOS. Altamttvely; could
g?i be reworked into joint U,S,-Spanish release, to be issued
ﬁggA Slsulianennly Sa Weiris sl Meissren eses; O Lilas s to
igé have put out in Spain self-sufficient statement designed tell
% what happened within security linits; to have no press confer-
ence, and to answer no questions concerning search operatioms,
There is to be no Washington release, Identification of
plutonium and uranium has been made to permit questions about
health and safety to be answered by referemce to open literature
on these isotopes, Dr, 1‘381“! carrying ample matarial for
this purpose, Would appreciate soonest Embassy or GOS yiew@
fecegotug couren sotton, 7y DRCASITID
NIy 88 -/42
——— —— Byl . NARA. Dazc.gig‘_J &

___G/PM:SGeorge:ml 2/12/66 | cutcsion sporoved b EUR - Mr. Leddy

Clearances:

Y ns322

DOD - Mr, Vance

AEC - Mr, Cannon «." WE = Mr, MeKillop
USIA - Mr, Hanson ' REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
P - Mr, Phillips -SECRET PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED”



Page_ 2 __of telegram to._ AmEmbassy XE MACRID
—SECRET

2., Begin verbatim text:

Search is being pressed off the Spanish Coast for the recovery
of material carried by the two planes involved im the recent air
collision and for fragments of wreckage which might furnish clues to
the cause of the accident., Included aboard the B-52 which collided with
the KC-135 tanker were several unarmed nuclear weapous, one of which has
not yet been recovered.

When this search and investigation have been concluded;, further
announcement will be made of the results,

The impact of the weapons on land caused rupture of weazpons
cases, which resulted im scattering of a small amount of plutonium
(PU 238 239) and uranium (U 235) in the immediate wix vicimity of the
points of impact, There was no nuclear explosiom,

Built-in safeguards perfected through years of extensive safety
testing, have allowed the U,S, to handle, store and transport nuclear
weapons for more than two decades without 2 nuclear detonatien,

Thorough safety rules and practices alsc have been developed for dealing
with any weapon accident which might result in the spilling of nuclear
—-—- -materials, S

Radiological



Page._a__of telegram to AmEmbassy MADRID
SEERET

Radiological zuxxmyxzmx surveys of the Palomares area and its
human and animal populations have included detailed laboratory
studies by leading Spanish and U,S, scientists, They have obtained
no evidence of a health hazard, These experts say there is no hazard £
from eating vegetables marketed from this area, from eating the meat
or fish or drinking the milk of animals,

Steps have been taken to insure that the affected areas are
thoroughly cleaned up, and some soil and vegetation are being removed,
These measures are part of a comprehensive program to eliminate the
chance of hazard, to set at rest unfounded fears, and thus to restore

normal life and livelihood to the people of Palomares.

End text,

RUSK
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1S DECLASSIFED

FM SECSTATE WASHDC
TO RUEHEX/WHITE HOUSE IMMEDIATE
RUEHJS/DOD FOR NMCC IMMEDIATE
STATE 6RNC
BT -

S$-EeR-ET CITE 341, JANUARY 19

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION MADRID 828 INFO LONDON 4291 PARIS 3359,
FROM SECSTATE JANUARY 19, SIGNED BALL

QUOTE
PARIS FOR JAMES
LIMDIS

-

FROM STATE AND DEFENSE

BELIEVE STATEMENT EMBTEL 855 MAY HAVE BEEN OVERTAKEN BY EVENT
REPORTED EMBTEL 857 WHICH CARRIED UPI WIRE HERE. IF GOS NEVER~-
THELESS BELIEVES IMPORTANT ISSUE STATEMENT EMBTEL 855 WE WISH

PAGE TWO RUEHC 18456 S E€RET

DELETE FOLLOWING PORTIONS: QUOTE IT HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED BY USAF
INVESTIGATORS THAT A SMALL EXPLOSION OF CONVENTIONAL MATERIALS

HAD OCCURRED ON THE GROUND AS A SEQUEL TO THE CRASH. THE EXPLOSION
OCCURRED WHEN END QUOTE AND THREE SENTENCES BEGINNING WITH QUOTE
RADIATION MONITORING TEAMS UNQUOTE AND ENDING WITH QUOTE EXPERTS
END QUOTE. LAST SENTENCE SHOULD BE CHANGEDP READ QUOTE US OF-
FICIALS ALSO VOICED GRATIFICATION FOR SPANISH MEDICAL ASSISTANCE

TO INJURED AMERICAN CREWMEN IN THE ACCIDENT AREA ETC END QUOTE.

IN VIEW DEVELOPMENT REPORTED EMBTEL 857 EMBASSY SHOULD SEEK

GO0S AGREEMENT FOR 16TH AIR FORCE AND FOR BEFENSE TO MAKE FOLLOWING
STATEMENT IN RESPONSE TO ANY INQUIRIES: QUOTE THE SAC BOMBER
WHICH WAS INVOLVED IN A REFUELING ACCIDENT WITH A KC-135 TANKER
OFF THE COAST OF SPAIN WAS CARRYING UNARMED NUCLEAR ARMAMENT. -
RADIOLOGICAL SURVEYS HAVE ESTABLISHED THAT THERE IS NO DANGER TO
PUBLIC HEALTH OR SAFETY AS A RESULT OF THIS ACCIDENT. END QUOTE.
WE WOULD HOLD THE LINE TO THIS ONE STATEMENT.

. ADVISE SOONEST. END.

DECLASSIFIED
GP-3. E.O. 12336, Sec. 3.4

| Ny _EE ¥ |
UNQUOTE ' Bysa@. . NARA, Date 224X~
BALL ' -
BT R I M L

VX e S WP

NNNN __ ‘:S:ED.M—‘———-'“

DAYV TRAM ATITOR 0Py |



OUTGOING TELEGRAM D _partment of Stat .. 12217

INDICATE: [ coLLect ﬁ v

o = SUMERY
Z:? £S5 | DMEDIATE
/ 22 2o NS

; ACTION: Amembassy MADRID SHIGOREEE
55 |

LIMDIS
FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM THE SECRETARY
You ai'c authorized pass follwing to FonMin Castiella on my behalf.

close
QUOTE Ambassador Duke and 1 have been in W3 contact since the unfortunate

crash in Spain of two US aircraft and I want to assure you that we are
determined to do everything that we can to minimize the effects of this
incident ~
I have asked Ambaseador Duke to centinue to keep me posted on a daily
basis and to pass on to me immediately any suggestions or Views ypu may wish
o make available to me. Meanwhile, [ want you to know how deeply 1 sppreciate
your cooperstion. END QUOTE

END
—_ RUSK
DECLASSIFIED '
E'O'_gsﬁt %l 3-4 :
Ny _F&—/#>-
By-eé&, NARA, Dace L7z S-8&
Drafted by: m1hr' 3 Telegraphic transmission and W
2 % dadfcstion spproved b7 The Sacredaxy . : W
WE - Mr, McKilloep BUR = Mr, Leddy G/PM - Mr. Meyers
8/s - Mr. deMartimo = P - Mr. Phillips
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
| _ PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED”

s D5322


https://ltatlU.pe

ki

OUTGOING' TELEGRAM lrepartment of Stare

08319

INDICATE: [J couscr
0

[ cHARGE TO

45

__CONREPENPIAR— 2

Oisin . . ACTION: Amembassy MADRID ?O? IMMEDIATE -

P ]
e Rptd Info: RUFHPA/Amembassy PARLS 3a77é/mmnurb 712 58 PH “
Paris Pass POLAD CINCEUR IMMEDIATE
SS : - DECLASSIFIED
G Joint State-DOD Message. E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4
g Re Embtel 839 ey £5
e . By.422 ., NARA, Da =
i -k-vé’. te S5
EUR Following is text of proposed press statement for release
USIA Torrejon once GOS has indicated no ebjections.
NSC by 16th Air Force /DXnuemom
INR
CIA ~ QUOTE. A B-52 bomber from the 68th Bomb Wing at Seymour-
NSA
DOD Johnson Air Force Base, North Carolina, and a KC-135 Tanker from
Force
the 910th Air Refueling Squadron at Bergstrom Air/EMEE Base,
Texas, crashed today southwest of Cartagena, Spain, during
scheduled air operations,

There are reports of some SUrvivors, from the crews of the
aircraft.

An Air Force Accident Investigation Team has been dispatched
to the scene., Additional details will be available as the
investigation progresses. END QUOTE,

Statement has been cleared by Defense with appropriate

b | Embassy should
military commands including 16th Air Force. XEXEnboresyXEmOomxs
Draed by: ) . Talographic transmission and i
P:RIPhillips:ktk = 1/17/66 | councuion woroved bve BUR - John M. Leddy
DOD/0SD-Mr, Goulding (in subs) WE - Mr. Ortiz
WE - Mr. McRillop . REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
——GONFPIDENTTAL— - . PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED"
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