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INFOGUIDE: Talking Paper No~ 28 -- "The Bomb in Spain"Origin 7 
IOP/G-55 NOTE: Do not volunteer the information in the Talid.ng Paper below. 

Info, Use it only' if you are asked, and as local circumstances require. 
·•. 

THE BOMB IN SPAIN 

FORMULA (1). QUESTION: .Have 7ou lost a nuclear bomb? 

ANSWER: There were several unarmed nuclear weapons aboard the U. s·. 
B-52 bomber which crashed January 17, 1966, at Palomares in Spain. One of those 
weapons has not ~t been located. .. 

(2) QUESTION:How maiv bombs were involved in all? 

ANSWER:Four. 
,.·. 

(3) QUESTION:Were the7 nuclear or thermonuclear weapons? 

ANSWER:Thermonuclear. 

(4) QUESTION: Did any of them explode? 

ANSWER:.If you mean whether there was a nuclear explos'ion, the answer 
is emphatically' no. Two of the weapons experienced nonnuclear, TNT-type explo­
sions on impact with the ground. This resulted in the scattering of plutonium 
(PU-2.39) and uranium (U-2.35) in a small area in the immediate vicinit7.of impact 
at most, 100 or 150 feet around the impact point. 
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I_ (5) QUESTION:Will the missing bomb go off? Will it cause.radioactive 7 
I contamination? . ' 

ANSWER:Again, the answer to both questions, emphatically, is -- no. 

There is no reason for concern, either about a nuclear explosion or 
radioactinty. U.S. nuclear weapons contain safeguards designed expressly to 
prevent an accidental nuclear explosion. We have had no such explosion during 
our 20 years of handling nuclear weapons. Radioactivity from the lllissing . 
weapon would pose no threat, even if the weapon broke up and some'of the nuclear 
material were scattered. u. S. and Spanish scientists have determined that no. 
health hazard exists as a result of the January 1966 accident. 

(6) QUESTION:If it is so safe, wey-are you hunting for the lost bomb? 

ANSWER: To recover the bomb, the design·of which is highly classified; 
to recover other classified material, and also debris from the wreckage which 
may help analyze causes of the crash. 

(7) QUESTION: Is this the first crash of an aircraft with nuclear weapons 
aboard? 

ANSWER: No, there have been others - and none has resulted in a 
nuclear explosion. 

The safety record of the U. s. nuclear weapons program .has been excep­
tional in two ways: (a) accidents have been very few; (b) accidents with 
nuclear explosions have never happened, because highly reliable safety features 
have been designed into every weapon. The result has been a weapon so safe 
that accidental nuclear explosion is precluded even when the weapon is struck, 
dropped from great heights, or subjected to fire. The most that has ever 
happened -- and it happened in the crash in Spain -- is that a small part of 
the nuclear material in a bomb has been scattered over a sma.11 area. This 
material produces alpha radiation -- rays of very. short range which cannot 
pierce skin, hence pose no threat of "external .radiationit (from outside the 
body) as do rays from a nuclear explosion. 

(8) Qlli:STION: When and where were the previous crashes with nuclear 
\weapons aboard? J 

ANSWER: There 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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I. ANSWER: There have been several such accidents since 1958, all .1· 
Ipublicly announced by the U.S. 

(9) QUESTION:What about the plutonium which was scattered when the bomb 
broke up in Spain? Isn't that terribly radioactive? 

ANSWER: Contrary to popular impression, alpha rays from plutonium 
cannot even penetrate the skin. Plutonium is a man-made element· and its 
properties are very well lmown. In the form used in weapons it is a heavy, 
dark brown or black metal similar to lead. Alpha rays extend only a few centi-· 
meters in air and are stopped by any solid, such as tissue paper or skin, and 
plutonium can be safely held in the hand. There is thus no hazard from 
plutonium outside the body. 

,r 
It can be swallowed in small quantities with negligible hazard, since in 

weapons grade it is virtually insoluable and almost all of it quickly passes 
on out of the body. 

Taken into the lungs in large quantities, it can cause a hazard. However, 
plutonium scattering experiments in Nevada since 1957 showed that even if a 
person standing in a cloud of pl~tonium dust inhaled the material, it would 
result in a radiation dose to the lungs that is only about half the yearly 
amount permitted for all organs in the body of a U. s. atomic industry worker. 
This permissible dose level is prescribed in standards issued by the Inter­
national Commission on Radiation Protection, a group of scientists from a 
number of countries. 

The Nevada experiments tell us that hazardous levels of inhalation did 
not exist in Spain and are unlikely to exist in similar accidents. ~anish 
and U. s. scientists have explored all possibiliti~s of risk to he~th 8.l;ld 
they are convinced no health hazard occurred in this case. 

The properties of uranium, which was also present in the accident in 
Spain, are similar but even less potent. Metallic plutonium and uranium of 
the types used in weapons are completely different from "fission products" -­
the products of a nuclear explosion or reaction -- which pose an external 
health hazard (from outside the body). The weapons materials are very heavy. 
Fragments settle to earth or sink in water rapidly, within a very limited area. 

• If there were particles small enough to be suspended in water, they would soonJ 
lbe dispersed. . 

(10) QUESTION: 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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r ·(10) QUESTION: If plutonium and uranium are so safe, why-did you make J 
!radiological surveys and bey up crops and f.arm animals in Spain, and why are you 
removing soil? 

ANSWER: Such measures are part of the standard, planned-in-advance 
emergency procedures in any accident involving nuclear armament. They are 
intended to go to the point of absolute assurance -- to take extra precautions .. 
on the safe side. U.S. standards are based on "lifetime" exposures. This 
means that if a certain amount of radioactive material might be dangerous to a 
man living in it or working with it for a lifetime, we clean up and coITect 
those conditions with a very large margin of safety in every case. 

(11) QUESTION: How do you know that the tomatoes, meat, and milk from the 
farms in the area of impact in Spain are not contaminated? 

ANSWER: We know this definitely, from repeated surveys made by 
leading Spanish and American scientists at the site. All produce which could 
conceivably have been affected has been disposed of. The remainder shows no 
trace of radioactive material. There is no hazard whatever from consuming 
those farm products. In fact, Spaniards and .Americans at the site have been 
eating them regularly, and the farmers have been moving their products to market 
again for some time. 

(12) QUESTION: What about the ocean water -- and the fish? 

ANSWER: Tests conducted on the sea water by U.S. scientists have 
failed to detect the slightest sign of radioactivity from this accident. Even 
if some small amount of the nuclear material were released into the water, it 
would form an insoluble compowid that is heavy, and thus would sink to the 

• bottom. Any particles small enough to be suspended in the water would be greatly 
dispersed and diluted amid masses of sea water, and hence wo~d represent no 
health hazard. 

Tests on fish in the area have also been entirely negative -- no radio­
activity. This too is natural, since fish would not be likely to ingest the 
particles as food any more than they would pieces of iron. If a fish should 
accidentally swallow a particle, it would leave the body of the fish by natural 
elimination. Anymaterial passing into its system through the gills would not 
affect the flesh of a fish, and scientists agree that no harmful amount would J 
te.main. Thus eating fish caught in the area would not be a health hazard. 

. (1J) QUESTION: ' 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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r (13) QUESTION: Was the accident in Spain a violation of the test ban 7 
!treaty, as the Soviet Union has charged? 

.,.. 
ANSWER:Of course not. This is far-fetched, even for a Soviet 

propagandist. The test ban treaty prohibits. "any nuclear weapon test explosion, 
or any other nuclear explosion .•• " Since no nuclear explosion occurred in the • 
Palomares incident, there was no treaty violation. 

(14) QUESTION: What about Soviet charges that the accident in Spain vio­
lated the 1958 11open· sea convention," prohibiting contamination of the oceans 
vi.th radioactive materials? 

ANSWER: Again, propaganda without foundation. Not only was there no 
contamination of the ocean, as I have already pointed out (Quest~on No. 9), 
but that treaty bears no relation at all to the crash. The article of-the 
treaty from which the Soviets quoted out of conte~ deals with (a) 11the dumping 
of radioactive waste" and (b) cooperation with international organizations to 
prevent pollution. 

(15) QUESTION:Why do you endanger people by carrying nuclear weapons 
around in aircraft? 

ANSWER: No one has been endangered, and the rr. S. precautions and 
safeguards against an accidental explosion have proven completely effective. 
Our flights are a function of the United States nuclear deterrent force, strongest 
in the world, which has helped prevent nuclear war or world war for the past 
20 years. 

The U. s. force ia constantly in readiness to protect our own people and 
all the people in countries allied with us. The main essential in preventing 
war is to be prepared, so U. s. missiles, planes, submarines, guns and men are 
ever re.ady. The result is that aggression can be deterred and war prevented in 
cases such as the Cuban missile crisis in 1962, when the Soviet Union tried to 
sneak nuclear missiles into Cuba as an aggressive threat to the U. s • .American 
superior strength, preparedness, qNIOlve and restraint forced the Soviets to. 
withdraw their missiles. 

I

L ( 16) QUESTION:Do you overfiy my-country with nuclear weapons? _J 
ANSWER:For 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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I ANSWER: For reasons of military security I. cannot comment on this 7 
jquestion. However, the people of all countries can be assured that ~he U. s. 
will never relax its concern with nuclear safety. • 

(17) QUESTION: Doesn't flying around with nuclear weapons increase the 
chance of war by accident or misunderstanding? 

ANSWER: Quite the contrary. As I have explained (Question No. 15),
V airborne nuclear weapons are an important part of the U. s. nuclear war-preven­

tive deterrent. In addition to its successful program to avoid accidental 
nuclear explosions, the U. s. is the pioneer and foremost practi~ioner.of • 
devices and procedures to prevent outbreak of war by misunderstanding. 

President Johnson disclosed some specifics in September 1964: • 

"We have worked consistently to bring nuclear weapons under careful cont_rol 
and to lessen the danger of nuclear conflicts, and this poli~y has been the 
policy of the United States of America for 19 years now, under both'Democratic 
and Republican administrations •.•• The release of nuclear weapons would come by 
Presidential decision alone. Complex codes and electronic devices prevent ariy 
unauthorized action. Every further step along the way from decision to 
destruction is governed by the two-man rule. Two or more men must act indepen­
dently and must decide the order has been given. Anelaborate system of checks 
and counterchecks, procedural and mechanical, guard against any unauthorized 
nuclear bursts. In addition, since 1961 we have placed permissive-action links 
on several of our weapons. These are electromechanical locks which must be 
opened by secret combination before action at all is possible, and we are 
extending this system." 

One of·the checks to which the President referred is the well-known command 
control system, through which U. s. aircraft cannot proceed beyond a certain 
point without a positive, unmistakable command originating at the ~ghest level 
·or government. This "fail-safe" system has worked without flaw since its, 
inception over a decade ago. Similar systems keep all U. s. nuclear deterrent 
systems under constant control -- including land-based and submarine-based 
long-range missiles. In addition to its own.independent measures, the U.S. 
suggested and urged adoption of one quick method to reduce the risk of inter; 
national misunderstandings in crises -- the 11hot line" -- a constantly manned 
direct teletype link which was installed between Washington and Moscow in 1963. 

(18) QUESTIONL J 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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(18) QUF.STION: Do the Soviets overfly other countries I with _nuclear[weapons? 

ANSWER: You should ask them. They have given us.'·no information 
about the saf et7 features of their weapons. • 
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Question l: The President was first notified that an ac-

cident involving nuclear weapons had taken place over Spain at 

7:05 AM, Monday, January 17, 1966. He was informed by 

means of a regular report which he received every day at this 

hour. We do not know where he was at the time he read the 

report, but most likely, he was in the Mansion. 

.., Question 2: The text of the message first conveyed to 

him was as follows: 

..,
A B-52 and a KC-135 Tanker collided while 

conducting a refueling operation 180 miles 

from Gibraltar. The B-52 crashed on the 

shore in Spain and the Tanker went down in 

the sea. Four survivors have been picked up 

and three additional life rafts have been sighted. 

The B-52 was carrying four Mark 28 thermo­

nuclear weapons. The 16th Nuclear Disaster 

team has been dispatched to the area. t\ 

We do not know what his immediate response was. 

The President was personally informed of sub-

• 
s~quent developments several times during Monday, and received 

a special report on the incident at 9 PM that night. He was kept 

... COI\JPif)E?<qllAL ... 



- 2 -

informed in writing every morning at 7 AM and, for the first 

few days, . each evening at 9 PM. One of the reports included 

a map of the area and current information of the location of 

the accident, the remains of the planes, and the location of 

the weapons. 

Question 3: We do not know whether the President issued 

any personal orders or directives relating to the incident. It 

is most likely that he talked to both Secretary Rusk and Secre­
..., 

tary McNamara by telephone and in person, but our records 

do not indicate when he did so. 

Question 4: Our records do not reflect the President• s 

order covering the information policy in effect during the first 

weeks of the incident. One of the factors in deciding on what in­

formation should be made public was the attitude of the Spanish 

Governmen~ was accutely sensitive to any public state-
made 

ments/about the accident and the presence of nuclear weapons. 

The Department of Defense Public Information Office would have 

more details about the press handling of the accident. 

Question 5: Our records do not contain any information as to 

the President 1 s reaction when he was informed that the bomb had 

been located~ or when it was. recovered. 
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444 MAOISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK CITY 

TEL: HA 1-1221 HA 1-1234 

rLORA LEWIS 
NEW YORI\ CORRESPONDENT 

l1f .. Bill Moyers 
The White House 
Washi.ngton, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Moyers: 

I havG been 
for a little information 

August 3, 1966 

trying to reach you for some time to ask 
I need in connection with a book I am doing 

about the incident involvi!lg an Air Fo1·ce crash and successful hunt 
for a missi!'ll n bomb off Spain. 

I am trying to reconstruct the story as far as )OSsible. 
I understand that the President did give the incident some personal 
attentio~ and I would not like to leave him out of the story. 

The f ollowi'1g ·:,iuestions 
the White House. I do not ex"lect to 
in the near future and would therefore 
either send the answers or call me at 
doubt that the whole thing would take 
phone. 

~uestions: 1. At what 

are the ones I would like to ask 
be able to get to Washington again 

be very gratAful !f you could 
your convenience, becHuse I 
moc-e than a fei~ minutes on the 

time was the President first 
notified that an accident involving nuclear weapons had taken. place 
over Sr,ain? wbo informed him·? Whers was he at the time"? 

I2. Is the Lext·of the fi.rst message available? Is his 
response available? To what extent was the President pcr:::;onally 
informed of subsequent develop~ents relating to the incident? Any 
descriptive or special details available·'a 

3. Did the ?resident issue any personal orders or 
directives relo.ting to tr'\e incide11t? If so, any detai::!.s .ava.ilaas? 

4. I ha.ve heard §. report that the nresident was the 
9er~on who ordered a relaxation of the very restrictive :information 
policy in effect during the first six weeks of the incident after he 
had seen a factual series of articles about it in the Washine;to-1 Port. 
making clear that a good many faJ_se rumors had achieved wide currency 



444 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK CITY 

TEL: HA 1-1221 HA 1-1234 

F"L.ORA LEWIS 

NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT 

Hr. :i3ill Moyers 
August 3, 1966 
Parse 2 

in the absence of information. Is that correct? Any details 
avai1 able? 

5. Ai:1y descriptive, colorful or ,.:i,uotable details 
available of the moment when the President was informed ttJat the 
missing bomb had been located? Of the mom:mt when the President 

.., was i.nformed that tl1e mi soing b0r1b h::id been :cecovered'? 

As you will see from these 1uestions, what I .'.lill 

primarily looking for· is scr.1.e color that rJill help me recrea+,e 
the reality and the sense of urgency a~d importance of the 
accident. 

I will very much 3ppreciate any help you can give me. 

Sincerely, 

-4:.,_, ( /~n..J 

• 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Thursday, March 17, 1966 
7:15P.M. 

CO:f',PiD:1!:NIIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Report on Nuclear Weapon in Spain 

Because of inaccurate press reports, our Embassy in Madrid will 
release tonight the following statement: 

"The undersea vessel, Alvin, made contact on March 16th with 
an object lying in 2, 500 feet of water approximately five miles off 
shore near Palomares. 

"Military experts have evaluated underwater photographs taken 
of the object and believe it to be the missing nuclear weapon. 
Actions are being taken to recover the device. 

"The photographs show a parachute attached to an object wiich 
is similar in size and shape to the missing nuclear weapon. The 
parachute, however, is covering part of the object preventing 
positive identification. Experts who have examined the photographs 
indicate that the casing appears to be intact, thereby precluding any 
radioactive contamination in the water. 11 

White House Situation Room 

UECI.ASSIFJED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
NLJ 88-/'/,/ 

~v b-fj- NARA, Date 9-/;J-J"'j 

CO~lFIDE~lTIAL 



THE WHITE House 
WASHINGTON 

January 19, 1966 

To Bill Moye rs 

Bill: 

We will be receiving shortly the 
latest report from our people in 
Spain. 

Bromley Smith 

::00, i Lij ii BP • ,· 
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RUFHPA/PGLADCINCEURIMMEDIATEUNN 
STATE GftNC 
BT .,,• 
-.S i G R E T JANUARY19 

REF EM!TEL 855 

DEPT PASS DOD AND HQ SAC. OMAHA 

1. HAVE JUST LEARNED FILED STORY TODAY LOCAL UPI CQRftESPONDENT 
ON B-52/KC-135 ACCIDENTTO EFFECT THREE ATOM BOMSRECOVERED 
FROMWRECKAGE OF US BUT ONE STILL MISSING AND THAT HUNDREDS 
TROOPS COMBING COUNTRYSIDEWITH GEIGER COUNTERS. 

2. SINCE F8ltEGOING MAYLEAB T.I ESCALATIGN OF MEDIATREATMENT 
AND RAPID CHANGE IN PRESENT REQUESTCIRCUMSTANCES,
WASHINGTON SOONEST PARA3CLEARANCE OF DRAFTSTATEMENT 
REFTEL FOR RELEASE AT AMBASSADiftSg1sCRETION AND SUBJECT 
ro FINAL CLEARANCE sas.FROM 
GP•3 
DUKE 
BJ 

DECLASSIFIED 
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9. 191756Z 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
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RUCSBftB/KQ·SAC OIAHA 18 29 
0 1916312-JAN 66 
FM AMENBASST IAIJltII . 
T9 ft tJEHCJlt /SECSTATE .VASHIC•I MID IA TE 855 
INFt: JUJFHIN/AMEMJASSY • LINIIN. INMEI IATE 46, 
iUJFHPA/M!EMBASSY· PAJUS :UUJ.EIIATE 82 
HUFKPA/PILAI- CINCEUll IMMEIIATE_lJNN 

• STATE lftNC • • 
iT 
•S~ JANUARY 19 

.. 
ltEF IEPTEL 819 

- .. 

DECLASSIFlliD 

Authorltyri -I, 
D .. 

Rv ~ . NARA. Date\ (J .. 78-<t-f 

1.· As ANTICIPATD •EPTEL.. SPANISH AC-UTELYSENSITIVE. Tl ANY 
Ft.mtHEft P-UltIC. STA.TDl!NlS IN B•52/KC•135 ·ACCIIENT~. FINIFF 
C IN NAME.IIINISl'EftS FlftEIIN. AFFAIRS,· Al! AMI:·NAVYVHI. HAPJIEND 
TO iE -IN CINFEIIENCE.A-T-FtNIFF ·vMEN EI!IIASSY -TIIX UP CINSULTATIIN 
PtmSUANTftEFTELl- -PIINTEI ttrr· TIIA-Y.: STl1tY· IYINI IN SPANISH 
PJ!ESS' ANI LICAt. ~INTEft£ST-·,su1s·111Na. FINIFF EVEN JtEQUESTD 
THAT--ANYEXJlftESSIOH·IF IJ!ATITUIE IN flJlt_:PAftT FIJlt:SPANISH 
HEL~ • IN ftESCUE ANA.·SEAftCH,,IPEIATIINS NIT JlPT NIT IE IIAaE 
PUBLICLY. .. 

-PAGE TWI RUFHIN 1131.L SEGHt J 

2. HIVEVEft,WHEN.. INFeftl!ID.-STlftY,JIAY ASSl.11£ ·AIIEI IINENSIINS 
ELSEWHEftE IN INTEftNATIINAL PKESS,..;FINIF-F·AlftEEaIT CIUU 
CONCEIVABLY-LATE1t ftEST!AIN·SPECULATIINIECIME IESiftAILE Tl 
WITH ANOTHEJtIFF-ICIAL ·STATEMENT•. UL THIS SJtiftIT, ~ FINIFF IAVE 
TENTATIVEAPPftlVAL.·.Tl; lftAFT QUITEI IEtOW.-tN·CINIITIIN FINAL 
GOS Cl.EAftANCE IE 111AINEI. IF US ,BELIEVEI CHANSEI· CiltClltST ~CES 
REQUiftED r:uftTHElt. STATEMENT. • 

I 

3. FDLLIWING .. IS "TEXT1r·1JtAn STATEMEN.t>aIVEN TENTATIVE AND 
COODITIINAL CLEARANCE ·AS .. IESCftIIEI. AIIVE: 

QUITE~ ll'IID STATES..ANIASSA91ft Tl SPAIN ANIIEJI BIIILE JUKE 
TCJAY EXPllESSED :IEE.P. A~PftECIATIIN Flft THE VHILEHEAJtTEI 
ASSISTANCE. AUTHl!ITIES- INPftlVIDEI •!Y.. SPANISH ·ANI CIVILIANS 
5£A1tCH ANB ftESCUE·,IJtEftATIINS FILLIVINa "THE Nll•AIJl. CILLISIIN 
iF-TWI AMEltICAN~l!.ILITAftY·:PLANIS IN· MtNJAY. • -

THE CIU.ISIIN~ INYltYEI A D•52 INTE!•C•NTINENTAL ltOEft ANI 
A KC•t35 JEt TANKE!:ENaAID: ·tN A-ftlUTINE. HIIH ALTITUIE 
REFUELINa· IPEJIATIIN • .Flwt. A·IftMEN~VEft£ JIESCUEI~ aut.' SEVEN 
LfSt THEift LIVES. • 

..:?OX ?ROM QUICK COPY \ 
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P'ASE '.THJIEE .• ftUFHJN 113tL ~ 

IT HAS BEEN ANNeUNeEI IT· u.s. All FlftCE INVESTIIATIJ!S THAT 
A SMALL.·.EXPLISieN. IJi' CINVENTIINAL NATDlIALS HAI ICCU1tftEI IN 
THE Sftltfll ·As 'A :sEQUEL .. TI THE CJltASH.-THE EXPLISIIN ICCUIIJlt.EI 
WKENWltECKAI£.FELL.NEAii THE-TINY VILLAILIF·PALIMAJIES, NEAR 
VEftA, CLISE Tl THE SP•T VHE!tE THE IAMAIEI IUT VIRTUALLY INTACT 
TAIL ASSEMBLYIF THE 8~52 BIIIEft WAS FIWJ ... NI CASUALTIES 
AMINI INHAJITANTS IF _TffE.,AIIEAHAVE·IEEN JIEPMTEI. 

ftADIAT·ION.NINITlftI~t· TEAMSAftE IPUAtINI' IN THE~AftEAANI VILl. 
·ffEl'l!AlN: Tl ~CIMl'tETE THEIJt.. SUffVEY ANI CINFIJtll tHE~ SAFETY 
OF THE SPIT• -. • • • 

AN lMTENSIVE'SEAKCH'ANI JtECIVEJtY•PEiATI•N.IN ·LAN• AD 
err THE CIAST. IN THE'"A£CIIENT; AftEA IS IEINI CINIUCTEJ JIINTLY 
BY SPANISH·ANI. ~AMEi It:AN. FIICES. IN IPtJEft Tl IETEIUIINI 
THE CAUSE IF TH£: C!ASH ANI Tl PftECLUIE- A.-,SIIIILAJt ACCIIENT, 
IT IS .DESlftEJ· Tl· ftECIVElt ALL'.PIECES .IF .THE WJtECKA8EWHICH 
WILL ,LATEft IE CAftEFULLY STUIIES IY Al1!'"FlftCE ·Exmts. 

MA.Jiff IENEJt.AL . .stlNLEY ••N•VAN,: CHIEF/;.,_ TH£ ·JIINT u.s. 
Mlt;lTAllY .lftlUP :.(JtJSMI) ANl ·MAJlft .IENEftAL ~•EL.NAJI" .E.-~ WILSIN, 
C9MMAN.£ft_-,sIXTEENTHAlftFIJtCE, • JllNEI, THE.. AMIASSAl•1t IN ·-,PJtAISIHI 
THE CIIPEftAtltN. Aim ASSISIANCE ~ft.ENIEftE• .IY SPAHIA!IS. THEY 
CIMMENIEITHE.; SPANISH NAVY··FtJt IMMEIIATELYL9CATIN8 ANJ IIKECTINI 
THE JtESUCE. er· THltEE.i AlftNEN .vHe-PAJtACHUTD-INTI THE 
MEI ITEftftANEAN • . 

PAGE Flt:m. !tUFHIN. 80:SLL ~Cft!T_.1 

THE UNITEI Sf ATES EIFFICIALS ALSO VIICEI lftATIFlCATIIN Fllt THE 
USE CF~SPANISH MEIICAL.FACILITIES IN THE ACCIDENT AREA, THE 
CLISE ASSISTANCE·P!OVIIEJ iY THE GUAftllA CIVIL, ANI THE 
AIi IF THE SPANISH AI~ FlftCE~ UNQUITE. • 

4. SPANISH 'IIJECTEI' STftONILY Tl. M8JtE FlftT~IGHT TREATMENT 
·OF'ftAIIATIIN CINTAINEI IN tftlGINAL DPrAFT,~ANI AMIASSAltft,
ONADVICE CHIEF JUSMS,VHI.JUSTftETlfflNEa.FftOMSCENEIF ACCIDENT, 
BELIEVES WlftlINa. AS.'GIVEN.ABIVE ADEQUATE.··.u.s. OFFICIALS • 
HERE WIULI IECLINE.FUl!THEft CIMMENT ~N S1.BJECT IF QUESTieNED 
BY fflESS. • 

5. MUST.EMPHASIZE-.GIS VEJltYANXIOUS.THAT NI FtfflTKEft iFFICIAL 
STATEMENTJ!E MAIE-WJE~. EXISITINB ClftCUMSTANCESANi AJIE 
LIKELY Tl ftELENT INLY IN.FACE CLEAR ANI_U!t8ENT: NECESSITY. 
GP•3 • 
DUKE 
BT 

NNNN "' 
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Tuesday, January 18, 1966 
9 :05 P.M. EST 

MEMORANDUMFOR THE PRESIDENT 

Information bas been received that two of the nuclear devices which 
were carried on the B-52 which crashed 1n Southern Spain yesterday 
expeifenced a low order high explosive detonation. Although no nuclear 
reaction would result, such a detonation could cause a radiation 
hazard. However, if the det0nation was minimal it is possible that no 
radiation hazard would occur. 

There are sufficent qualified technical personnel now on the scene to 
properly take care of any situation which may exist 1n relation to these 
two weapons. Included among the :e9rsonnel are Me.Jor General Wilson, 
Commander of the 16th Air Force (SAC) and Major General Beck for SAC 
headquarters. 

Based on minimal information received, it is not possible to accurately 
estimate the situation. However, it is not llelteved that there is 
any basis for undue concern over the low order detonation of the two 
weapons. 

z;~oom 
Briefing Officer 

~D 
A11thodtyE~~,, ,.ta.,c,~.lli,,,. UIr\ 
lh~- NARA.I>.lteL"·}'>-~l 
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'fer .!!!:ClfflT 
MS'fftR~D DATA ~tomic Energy Act 1954 

NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 
19 JANUARY 1966, ~:30 PM EST 

SPECIAL SITUATION REPORT FOR THE WHITE HOUSE 

B-52/KC-135 ACCIDENT IN SOUTHEASTERNSPAIN 

The following inforrnation is furnished on the recovery 
and search operations for the weapons from the B-52/KC-135
crash in southeastern Spain. 

One weapon was located 200 yards from the shoreline 
and recovered intact. The weapon did not break up, and 
there are no radiation effects in the area. 

A second weapon was located in a vegetable garden
in Pueblo Palama.res approximately two miles northwest of the 
first. The weapon was broken up to the extent that radiation 
from fragIP.ent3 of plutonium in the weapon has been monitored 
in the imrriediate area. Fragments are being removed and 
standard decontamination practices are underway. The 
vegetables ir. the garden are being bought and destroyed. 

The third weapon was ·located in a rocky uninhabited area 
~bout one mile west of Pueblo P;ilamares. The weapon is .in a 
similar condition to the second weapon. 

All areas where weapons or components are located are 
u nd e-:rguar4 . 

The remaining weapon (fourth) is still unaccounted 
for and th<t. search for -it is continuing. 

The crash site area is located in a very sparsely
populated, remote area of Spain. 

DDO/(M:4
DECLASSIFIED "·,: ~..... 

E.O. 123S6. Sec.:3A .ADDO-!<~ 
NLJ BS-~ J5 ccoc t<.rJ;J..ftv~ ~ARA. Dare l-.l. 2-'i/ 

TOI/ 8EORE':P 
R;;S'I'RIG9:1.t.i:D Dl1T4. Atomic Energy Act 195lJ Prepared and released 

by the J,JI·JICC 
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Lo ND o rel /\Jew5 ~Ar> E.RS. • 

4. 
. nrat two •tor~• . 
I . .t 

Daily &a-tell. Ja.a 11, ~6 - Hca.Wna "A-bozr.iber cra•h myatary" 
. . ,... 

·I ...."Two U.S..• Air Fore• Jeu ·craabed wh1l:e_Nlu.elln& uar the \ .
•.. 
11' .. 
1Med!.terr.:iieui coa•t of gp&byeC-.er"j,-.: Jf.zlunedl&te17· ••cv.rity m•• 

... 

clamped down oz,. a.11la!ormatioa.. 

"So.me i-ep,Qrt• n..ld tha.t one of tb plaae•. a B-52 bombor: 
. . 

•waa carryiq rm.clu.r wcapom - but th..y ~r• "not primed. 

''Fo-.ir d. the ~omhar~ crew p.:irachu:ted to 1afety near 

~•ri&, SGU~,t !P',!n. Dut 7_ others are mi••lnc• feared dead. 

"The cthar· plil.JM~ a lm.;h Jet tanker ~ed at Moroa ua1 

.- ~ 

"School chi.16:-ea co.l.rl&to cchool u.id t'.h.yheard a loud explooica• . . . .' 

. . . : . 
P:.,ily Mlrrcr. - circulation 5 mfllto;:i 

. 
N'R!i:act:..lM-

~ 

Cruh r'~Cl:J 11A-ba:nbP'..t:m • • '. • 
----·- --

ct.rrying a.nuclear bcmb. 
c~ . . . 

"Five of 0-..onro·f'ltu--..c1111/mt..ll .tied. T~ moro are mlacln&; 

'. • 
. uTh-i p?.u..ls ,...re a D.;sz \<imh.ir l\n.d tf~m l(C•ll5 t&ebr whie!l.~1 

. . 



"In dark t,alck type: .In WaahiD&ton Penta.con official• ref'uaed to aay_ 

whether the B-52 had a 

been "crash proo!" and 

.. 

19 Jan - Da.ily Sbtch 

nuclear 

would 

bomb 

uot ban 

on boa.rd. 

exploded. 

But .the bomb would han 

.. 

,. 
I

·'• J 
~j 

I 

' 
! 

"An Alnericezi . ••rrice. ~ clue! led a force cl more- thati 100 techcldau . 

in a 1c-arch {or the wrt-cb1e 

-
nuclear bombs which collided 

of a B-52 

with the 

bomber believed 

tank.er pla~e over 

to have. ·been 

the .Spanbh 

caryyina 

1outhea1t 
. 

coa.at on Monday." 

There &rere 2 AP release ■ - ·only AP ref ere~• 

Headquarter• of tho i6th Air Force .. . 
near Madrid which directr, 

. 
■ uch 
- . 

• l 

refuelln& 
• 

fll&hta in this re1ion would neither . ~on.firm nor ~ny the multi-Jet 



''low order detonation". 
One weapon is still missing. 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.6

18 18ml&IT 1,,, NLJ oS-J 
By ..,,( ' NARA. Date J}-14>--r> 

TO: Sec:retasy of Deteue 
DepatJSecntary of Defeue 
Ae1!1taat S.ttetary r:,lDefeue (Pahllc Affm•) 
lateWaace Supportlndicatioa• Canter 
HatioMJ Milti.r, Commaad Center-V-­
~..... U. S. Air Force 
NmH Atomic Suppon Ageacy 

SUBJECT: Situaticm Report, B•SZ/KC•135 Accident. 

1. Jnfonnattou llU bee NCelvod that two of the fou __ 
witapon9 lt,,vol'ftd ln the B-52/KC-135 accident la in rteu:ea a 

2. The "1~• or4-r detonation" coald·bivolvo the- \la1'ninJ or 4eto• 
n&tio.a ol a ffry mhtor amowit of HE GI' any &mount up to the full Ill /, .. .2 l4 

- AlthQv.p "°mcleal' reaction wou14 newi, au.cha d1Jtcmatiora cowd 
involve l~al pbatoal.1imKaftftlng with relat4d ndlatkiti ha&ari. 1t 1• 
alao pu•ibl• thllt·tbeu wa• no Pll. •cattermg if the detoaation waa 
mtabnal. 

l. 1t ia believed that there ue adfieleat q_uallfied pel'HZ11Ht1 ou 
tf1e. scene to ps-operly take care of any aituatioll which may utat bl ffla• 
Uon to theae two weapoR•• The followin1 paraomel have been dlepatched 
and ahou1dbe at the u.ne: 

A Di~nte et Nuclear Safety (AF) Team of 4 people 
accompa.nlecl 1iy 2 -:Uviclual• from Los Alamos ( 1 ~ad!&· 
tioa cm,enud l HE upe:n), 1 from Sud!& Co~ratioa. 
1 fNm Allmque~ Oporatlrm• Office {A.EC). aad. 1 &om 
F1e14 COMt-..,l. DASA. ..• 

l Dlsaater Contn1 Team from 16dl AF (IAC) headed by 
Major ~ WU.0.. the C"-mm&ad.u• 

1 ~hr~ Team !rom.Bq. SAC ...... by Majoo...,at.... - • . 
. , . • •. " . ·. - Qi:~-·-~- ..~: ·J• 

6 s.,lo,iff .0¥4Mac• ~ f.iftlcfl'.,teclud.ebW•~~ 
~ bJ VSAl'S 17 le -66.,- REsrn:cTrn DATA-:::o,~~~?~~-idic: 

. ·. ·. · · :. . r...,1\:,1..:..·· ·-' 

EXCl. .lJDED. FH'"'' . :.;-i;o'.'..:AT!CREGR.~OING: 
DO· • 5200.10 DOES NOT APPLY 

.,-
/ .• 

/ 
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•· &e'td vc the xnmim.al .m!orl:l&tlQe :re.::e-hec, ll 'h: unposei~!~ 
to e-e-timat~ a;::cu:rat•ly tlt.c: situtto,n. It h• em.p••ize.d that dcdm!Uve 
WtnmaUon can \lal:, ho pr.ovt4e4 by ,qQUfi~d p•Y•onael •t th-e ae«1uw. 
Howev.1'. it l• n~t ~liewd tha~ tllcat'e i• any ba•i• f.or undue c:~cern 
ovor the t»w order detrma.Hoa o~ two we.a.pen-. 

5. hdorr.(utti~u bu b.eett r.c:elved th.at th$ AF .Dl"'etor ol Nuc.le•u· 
Safety from Kinlaiut A-Fa. New ~c:o, baa repot>tecl bom th• eccn~ 
ttat ~ ml)'l6ct oa ~lace pra~tleclly .u .•• 

b. Tel•Ollic iat.1h-mttiM1 ba• l>Mn received tndiie•tiaa Utat >oo 
Air Polic• have "en f!JNM'.l'd l1Uo-the era.eh area «ir pe-dorm ••rc.b 
and MCUdtr -tuaetictut. T'\"/0 hua.4l'ed Spaata!a po.Uc::e a-re reportAd1y 
aamtblg. 

7. Clarification on population hazard has be.en requested from 
on-site personnel. 

--SECRET 
RBs'.ERro1& BAT.A-A101Pllf't!lll!f.RCY Ac? DIF li54,­

AS Atn€NfJ£?): 

https://xnmim.al
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B-52/KC-l -::5.MID-AIR CX:>LLISION 

::a-52: 68th :Bomb Squadron, Seyinour Johnson A.~'""'B,N.C. Crew o"r 

seven. 

XC-135: 97th Air Refueling Squadron, Blytheville AF.B, Ark. C:-ev 

of four (910th ARefS, Bergstrom AFB, Tex.). 

Mission: Air refueling and Chrome Dome. 

T~ of Mishap: 0422 EST, lT January 1966. 

Location of' :Misbe.p: App-oximatel;y two ml.es i.nla.nd on southern l 
coast of 

Crews :{ecOYarcd: 

•:rf:l,{ :i'."-..!.tt::.ities: 

SF-in. (37° 14 1N - 01° 491w) I r 
Fci.u- (:S.-52). i 

1 
I., 

Seyen ( three, B-52; f'our, KC-135). ·:,f 

:;a,,.i:-e :J~ :..dshap as re;porled b;y interrogation of ·survivors: l• At one m.ile out for re:f'.i.eling, the awroach wa:s good vi.th • 
1· 

a :.:ion:ral closure rate of s:lx knots. The closure rate 
·r 

suudenly accelerated raµdly and the pilot reduced :i;ow-:er;. 

however, the J3-52 i:a.ssed under the tanker and the copilot I 
t

looked up and back to see the tanker boom. A small explo­ ,i 

t 
sion was he,:,_:rd ~""t of the flight deck. Presumably, the 1 

I 

' 
boom pmctuxed the fuselage. This ;;as followed by a large 

ex:plosion and a violent pitch clown of the B-52. Severe G­

forces hampered ejection b;y the crew meir:bers. Parts o~ 

both the B-52 and the KC-135 have been found in the inland 
' r 

Secwity and med.teal being FQVided from 16th AF and Sr,a.nish 

:resources. 

SA:'-JITIZED;--;~~~~~~~_::u:: 
E.O 13292, Sec. 3.6 
JLJ KIie DS­

.· -~ . , t:J~g~,,. .1~P.~te -'' - _.Z .,.. 

https://i.nla.nd
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~\-i:•.~--.. ·-· 
-:~~.,.-~~-t'.'~ 

•::.v- •~ ••••• 

200 • Si:e,nish coostabul.al'y .. 

300 USAF Air Police.: 

l:.BAFE IDD team. 

USAF (KL-tland AFB) E:>Dteam. . . 
USAF fo-;rce1:, have :full. c()ntrol of security of rf:covered· 

veap:m.s • :_•_..- · • 
.. 

• . . . 

Four MK 2e PMfflW serial murlbers: 45345, ;4327, 434379, 3304-48~ 

Three -of the above ·wea.p:>ns have been located end ,se¢ured by USAF 

persoru:.el. 

'l'he first wea.;pon is a.p:proxi.Irately 400 yards from the sb.ore­

~e; the· second veap:,n one mile further in ·1and, .• the third. 

• ·,.~~i:on an e.d4tiopa1 mile·_ru-t:~ ~~/i-r~~ ~h~ .seco~ ••• _.-•• 
;. ~ . •• -~ . :':.......... : ... . ! .. 

.,;eapoll. They are located in 
. 

th_e general area of the :B-52 
- . . . . . 

dE-oris, but indications are that they fell .free. The f'o1.:....---

.,e . .-~i:on :i;:ackage a.p:pa.rently broke u:p in the _air. Starting 

fro~ the coastline, the-f'ir6t weapon in-land is bent but r 

intact; the second e.nd third veep::ms in-land are be.dl.y 

. damaged. • -- I -
II Pieces of HE are evident. The 

:pilot chute on all three weapons deployed or p:>pped out, . 

perhaps on im12ct., but the main chutes did not de:ploy. t ' 
!. 

The fourth weapon has not ·been located, which suggests t 
t 
) 

' the strong p:,ssibility it is in the water. The abo,e • 
I 
~ . 

is re:ported by the De:puty Con:mander of 16AF based on ;tn­
! 
iforr:ation re:ported over very :marginal coillliIUilice,tions e.!ld r 

is, thereforeJ subject to refinement and clarification. 

T'oere is evidence of some ID: detonat1oo. There 1s oo.ir.e 
. . 

F:- !>·~,-2- ·:·t· - ;~ !";-:--:,~2 
....,... .; ; .. _ - .. .,..· 'll 5::e ;.·.i • ~ 

, ..... -·_ ~·· .....~.,~----· 1;._t·:.-~": -·;.! _J ~ . _ -~ 

.•. "i_-·-

:..;>-_~:.-::;·1t.<·j~\:~::f.tf)-~~:?r:7~;t·~:~~~~~~--:_[f~~-~-?\~r~;/?:~:·:·.:::II~~~-:::?{~ 
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w.=iown at l~th AFHea.dqµl3,rters due to t>::>or.conmru.nicatio~ ·"_. 

w-ith crash site. On scene nuc_lea:r: safety l'.e;r-soil!lel.f:roa. 

, Kirtland advise that :Linp:i.ct on the p::ipu.lace ~ff nil. and 

that there a.re sµfficient quali:fied personnei on the 
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Sunday, January 2.3, 1966 
7:00 AM 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

South Vietnam 

The stand-down of offensive military operations by Vietnamese and 
Free World forces in observance of TET came to an end at 5: 00 A. M. 
EST this morning. The cease fire period announce_d by the Viet Cong 
is scheduled to continue until noon EST today. • 

There were 88 cease fire violations by the Viet Cong reported up to 
the time the holiday period ended. Fifty-six of these ·•.\T-lereagainst 
U.S. forces, 2.3 against the So·.:i.th Vietnamese and 9 against the Koreans. 
Total casualties were: 6 US, 4 So1ith Vietnamese and 7 Koreans kil-
led; 17 US, 2.3 South Vietnamese and 2.6 Koreans wounded, and 8 Koreans 
missing. Fifty-nine Viet Cong were killed and two captured. 

As offensive ground and air operations are resumed, U.S. forces are 
participating in four operations of battalion-size or larger. The mission 
of the largest of these (Operation VAN BUREN), with five U.S., two 
Korean and two South Vietnamese battalions, is to secure the rice 
harve;;t in the valley sout~west of Tuy Hoa, approximately 40 miles 
south of Qui Nhon. 

Two other operations, BUCKSKIN and SHORT FUSE, are search and 
destroy operations 2.5 and 40 miles north o:£ Saigon respectively. Op­
eration KAMEHAHA is providing road security in Pleiku Province. 

At ll:05 A. M. EST today, 15 B-52. 1s will attack a target area 40 miles 
east-southeast of Saigon reported to contain 3 Viet Cong base camps, a 
Viet Cong battalion and a regimental command headquarters. An hour 
.and twenty minutes later, 12. more B-52.' s will attack another Viet' Cong 
troop concentration 45 miles north-northwest of Saigon. 

Yesterday, 2.33 U.S. aircraft attacked military targets in Laos. 

SPAIN 

The search for the missing weapon from the B-52./KC-135 mid-air col­
lision continues. 

DECLASSIFIED·: White House Situation Room 

E.O. 12356, Sec, 3.4 
NLJ88-1¥I 

rJy~ NARA, Date 7J-&-J7 
Briefing Officer 

,' 
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Saturday_,
7:15 AM 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

South Vietnam 

There have been 65 'Viet Cong initiated incidents since the beginning of 
the TET cease fire. Thirty eight -of these incidents have been directed 

against US forces; eighteen· against South Vietnamese forces and nine 
against the 'Korean forces. 

Repo'rted casualties· for all incidents are 2 US killed and 5 ·wounded, 
7 Kor0ans killed and ·2.6 wounded and 8 missing~ 4 South Vietnamese kil:led 
and 16 wounded., Viet Cong casualties are 60 killed and 3 captured, 

US aircraft flew 155 sorties over Laos yesterday attacking military targets, 
storage areas, roads and bridges, 

Spain 

The search for °the fourth nuclear weapon lost in the B-52./KC-135 mid-air 
collision continues on land, Two US _Navy ships have arrived in the area 
to conduct a:ri offshore search. 

• Nigeria 

The military government in Nigeria announced that the body of Prime 
Minister Bal"ewa. was· found yesterday. 

HOg5;E SITUATION ROOM 
...Lr:/
T'-~~ 

BRIEFING OFFICER 

..... -.. . 
DECLASSIFIED" '' 

E.O. 12356. Sec. 3.4 
~·~JJ·.88-1111 . 

'lv·hf NA.RA,Date.$~/e?--27 
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. . · Tuesday, January 18, 1966 ·•:.••..i. ,,• • •• .I' ... ,... . .,....
9:05 P.M. EST 

,P\ff ,; \:-: i;::::j
MEMORANDUMFOR THE PRESIDENT 

•' .. .... .. , 
Information has been received that two of th~ nuclear devices which /."_._':•::• • ; 

1 1 were carried on the B-52 which crashed in Southern Spain yesterday ')·:";\ .. ,.·.\·.'":.j• 

expel!enced a lov order high explosive detonation. Although no nuclear .,'·-:, ... :•·. .·•,· 
reaction would result, such a detonation could cause a radiation • ._ '· • • \1 

haze.rd .. However, it thoadetonation wa.e m1n1ma.l it is possible .that no .,"::::, 
radiation hazard would occur. ..:,•~ • · ..•.·.: •• .;, 

• :. ~ • • • • • • I •1 • _.I 

There a.re sufficent qualified technical personnel nov on the scene to· : '\ :.;•·.:· . -~ 
properly take care of any situation which may exist in ralation to these _:•f:~:,·,·-•.. · .• :.i 

two weapons •. Included among the ~ersonnel·are Major General Wilson, ,-":,·;• ::-'.fi···:'·~·<,:-::::-: 
Commander of the 16th Air Force {SAC) and Major General Beck -for _SAC·.· ·?•,/}:•: ::: •. ;._:. : 
headquarters. • .. _>:·;_.;/..' _:.,; • ·;· ::·;_; ..:! 

· ·•. '..)~:~:i}. .. :.?}:1::; . ~ 
Based on minimal· information received, ...it is not possible to accurately:·::/.: .. ;.~.·-..~;:?~\ 
estimate. the situation. However, it is not liel.teved tbat there is: ,,; ?···,?i.-~:::.v':_°, ·::./; ~;_;. 
any basis for undue concern over the :lov·order detonation ot the . .:-_tvo;,,:·,.:-:···~·::• ;: . '"'C'.· 
weapons_..,,•: '· .. . :.-'.. . , .. ·' ·.•.• .....•,: 

. ~ 
':., 1,.• ••• ·- t ,•.···. .·.}::.:·..._::_. ~ ·..•'. . 

•• ~• : o I .....·...: ,,:, ·.} 

_ 

.. , ;, . ,. 

' . ' ,..~--: . ; ·:..... ·.,... ...•··..'. .: .. . ,.
: .. 
. . 

\ 
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Tuesday, 18 January 1966 

fil.Q.I'M 
DECT,ASSlFIED 

E.O. 12356, Sl'.:c. .3.4 MJ::M.O.RANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
..NU. B 8--1¥-1 

Scut-h Vietnam P,y_d::!:fl- 1':ARA. fhrc: ~!-z.:2.:..?f 

Commvnis~ gue:rrilla activity has intensified over wide areas of the coqntry 
a)'? the e"'e 0£ the Tet cease-fire. A series of incidents near Saigon during 
·the :J,a!:.l two d;:;.ys has resulted in heavy civilian casualties. , 

':i:'h.;::;Soiatm Vietnamese Army Special Forces camp at Minh Thanh received 
rr.o:...·ta:..· and small arms fire early yesterday, and an outpost north of the 
cam? was probed. Elements of the Viet Cong attacking units, estimated to 
be five companies, were also reported on the nearby airstrip. Air strikes 
W~!C"e: call-:::d for, and a reaction force was dispatched to the area. So far, 
t.4 (1~lenders have be.en killed and 27 wounded. 

Ttvo So~th Vietnamese were killed and 21 wounded when a command post in 
Qvc"-'J Ngai city received 20 to 25 rounds of mortar fire and light 
5n,1,.1J':.-J,probing attack last night. Nine rounds of the mortar fire landed in 
,m urp:!-.ana.ge compound during the attack killing 3 adult civilians and 
wau:l':ldin 1 5 children. A nearby ob~ervation post manned by a Regional Force 
u,mpany of about 100 pe·rsonnel was overrun. Casualties for this action 

h~v~ not yet been determined. 

II'\ 1nua Thien Province, northern South Vietnam, a special forces patrol 
base n--icnncd by 53 South Vietnamese and 2 US Special Forces, was attacked 
f.D.r:-ten hours yesterday. Thirty air sorties were flown in support of the 
u~_p. Four South Vietnamese were killed and 6 wounded. Viet Cong 
~:Sualties are not known. In the same province~ll Viet Cong were killed 
iD ~ one-day combined US/South Vietnamese search and destroy operation. 

An r,utpost" 50 rn-iles west of Saigon wa.S overrun early yesterday. Seven 
h.aurs later e South Vietnar.c.ese reaction force had reached the camp and 
re:poded 13 Vietnamese killed, 8 wounded and 7 missing. They also 
ce poctea that 9 civilians had been killed and 5 wounded. A large number of 
-S~1.1.th Vietnamese youths were captured by the Viet Cong. 

'Twenty one operations of battalion size or larger are in progress at the 
ptcJ;ent ti.me. US forces are participating in seven 0£ these operations. 

A G.ombined operation involving 2 US Marine and 4 South Vietnamese 
boit]ion.s, which began on January 9 south of Danang, was terminated 
ye~ierday. Viet Cong casualties were 34 killed, 29 captured and 221 
Sal.ls.pect.s detained. US casualties were 4 killed and 51 wounded. 

Three bc;,,.ttalior.s of the US 1st Infantry Division continue Operation Buckskin 
2D mile.s northwest of Saigon. Casualties to date are 13 US killed and 95 
wcw.,-ided, 2 South Vietnamese killed, 11 wounded and l missing, and 48 

PRES2RVAT{CNco~v 

https://S~1.1.th
https://urp:!-.ana.ge


' . 

Vie·J;Cong killed and 3 captured. 

Four survivors of the B-52/KC-l35 collision over Spain yesterday have been 
recov~rieel and are reported to be in good condition. The bodies of the 
Y-st..r,;:t<\ining7 crew 
,he -,.,osc and ta.il 
i.vr-cckatc. 011. land. 
4 therrrx,n.uclea.r 
is '1nd~r iuard. 

members of the 2 ·planes have 
section of the B-52, have been 

The fuselage sec:tion has not 
weapons has been found intact 

been reported recovered. 
identified as .part of the 
been located. One of the 

near the crash scene and 
The remaining 3 are. still missing. A disaster contr<;>l 

tc s:.Un i.S on the site. Three Hundred Air Force personnel are proceeding to 
the. Scene "to assist in search operations. 

White House Situation Room 

C,p.,ct:L.,..17!:l* 
Briefing Officer J--' 
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Monday, January 17, 1966 
9:00 fM 

K2~!0R.;~~UM FOR THE PrlESIDENT 

Mid-Ai~ Collision 

SeJlireh ruid :--~scue operations have been curtailed because 
·of c~rkness, ~hey will continue tomorrow morning. 

One of t·he four weapons bas been located, intact, and is 
being L-uarded by Spanish and US police. The other three 
w~a:pons are 'believed to be in the 'W9.ter. • 

Tne area of the crash bas been sealed off and turned over 
to the US Military. 

'White House Situation Room 

~!t;/L~~ 

,.,·, 
·.' 

PRESERVATIOHCOPY 



·Monday, January 17, 1966- AM.:7:05 

. MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

South Vietnam 

:Ou.ring tAe past 24 hours the Viet Cong have launched a series of sharp 
attacks agair.st government installations. A special forces camp in Binh Long 
Provinc:e wns morti,red and overrun and a nearby village was occupied. 
Vietnam•se casualties were 34 killed, 60 wounded, and a village chief and 
Vietname.se special forces soldier captured. 

The The,. 0-c Infantry School, northeast of Saigon, was attacked by an 
estimated Vj,et Cong company resulting in one soldier killed and 26 wounded. 
Tlhrty Viet Cong were killed. 

Tllt Viet Con1 attacked a Resional Force outpost approximately 5 miles 
.SOu.tflwest of QI.Ieng Ngai. Friendly 1os.5te5 were 8 killed and 12. wounde~. 
Pour Viet Cong were reported killed. 

Another Viet Cong force attacked two Regional Force Companies approximately 
Si~ 17.1:1\les.south of Danang, resulting in friendly losses of 9 killed and 12. 
'W01.u1.acci. Viet Cong losses are not known. 

A l:"nllJ.C. exploded today under a bus about· 40 miles west of Saigon, killing 
2', Vietn~:me11e civilians and wounding 4, 

A. US pilot .s:,oth:d an estimated Viet.Cong battalion crossing a river 
ll.p,pro,c:ir.:ale1y 20 rnileti west of Saigon. Nineteen aircraft were diverted to 
s1-:rll<.eM~ force resulting in a reported 7 Viet Cong known killed and an 
~J..chti.onal 36-45 es.timated killed. . 

o,en.ti.on Jefferson, a Korean/US/Vietnamese operation 60 miles south 
ol Q\li NI.on, has been terminated. Final casualties are 3 US killed and 8 
W0&1nded, 2..9Koreans killed and 66 wounded, 13 South Vietnamese killed 
ana 11 wounded. Viet Cong casualties were 391 killed and 14 captured. 

' ' 

~enl Palmer ia sc.lledalecl -to depart the Dominican Republic today. He 
will .berelieved •s US Commander Dominican Republic by General Robe:rt 
Li.nvill. 

.i 

~ 
Aathodty,6JLJ. ·(lei~.·· .,..... . ,),.·,~-I"\:\ 
Bvd NARA.~tefP'f6&5'2j . PRESERVAT,o~! eoPV· • 

.... 
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~-5? Crash 
ut 1:,eJ 

A 8.-SZ. an& a KC-135 Tanker c7:-ashc,d while conducting a refueling operation 
tB'O""iles from Gibra.ltfr. The B-52. crashed on the shore in Spa.in and the 
Tanker went down in the sea.. Four survivors have been picked up and 
three: a,clditi.ona.l life 1:afts have been sighted. The B-52. was carrying £our Mark 
ZS 1h.eirmo-nuclear weapons. The 16th Nuclear Disaster ·team has been 
d.ispatched. to the area. 

White House Situation Room 

• /·' J1_ /)11(./~~(1.,;:;Ct,,i.A,¥"/I.. <-<... . 
Briefing Officer • f . . " . • 

... 

PRESERVATIONCOPY 
..'• -.. 
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Monday, January 17, 1966 ---

9:00 PM • 
' 

~ FOR THE PRESIDENT MEMORANDUM r fl ., .. ► .;... t 

I, ,)-;. 

t Mid-Air Collision 
~ 

~ 
t 

t 
Search and rescue operations have been curtailed because 
of darkness, they will continue tomorrow morning. 

r • One of the four weapons has been located, intact, and is .. 
being guarded by Spanish and US police. The other three -weapons are believed to be in the water. 

4 

The area of the crash has been sealed off and turned over 
to the US Military. 

• 

White House Situation Room .. -
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---MEMORANDUM 11 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

tot> SECRET . ..., January 17, 1966 

FOR BROMLEY SMITH 

Chuck Johnson has phoned over the following information regard­
ing the B-52 crash: 

1. Under procedural agreement #14, we have the right in 
the case of any accident involving aircraft from within Spain or 
over-flying Spain, to go to the site and conduct rescue, salvage, 
and decontamination operations within a ring cordoned off by our 
own forces. Under the agreement, the Spanish will also set up an 
external ring to keep out unauthorized per sons. 

2. A General is being flown out from SAC in Omaha to take 
charge of the operations. 

3. A decontamination team is at this moment on its way to 
the area from Germany. 

4. At this moment, it is not quite clear as to the precise 
location of either aircraft. The area is very remote and uninhabited. 
Our only information comes from a civil policeman who has tele­
phoned the information that he has found a couple portions of an 
aircraft -- one section containing two bodies. 

~ 
Art McCafferty 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
NlJ 83- ~It, 

Rv ~ NARA. Dare /{)- 6-'70 

'fOP SEGRE I 



Mr. George called and left the following message: 

The agreement under which we have the right to go in and 
remove the equipment is the Procedural Agreement #14 
to the September 26, 1953 Agreements with Spain. 

Paragraph #6 --

Accidents occuring U. S. military aircraft 

In case of accidents occurring to U. S. military aircraft 

or to air carriers which operate under contract to the U. S. 

Government, the Spanish and U. S. authorities will cooperate 

in the adoption of rescue measures with primary respons-

ibility belonging to the U. S. authorities. Measures to take 

charge of and remove the damaged aircraft and its technical 

equipment are the responsibility of the appropriate U. S. 

authorities. Spanish military and police forces shall have 

primary responsibility for the external security of such 

damaged aircraft: However, U. S. military forces, if first 

on the scene, may assume this responsibility pending the arrival 
military 

of Spanish/and police forces. 

General Beck, SAC General in Charge of Logistics left for Spain. 

The EODT (Explosive Ordinance Disposal Team) from Semback 
Air Force Base in Germany is in Spain. 
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JETS 

ALMERIA, SPAIN CAP>-TWOAIR FORCE JET PLANES WITH 11 CREWMEN 
ABOARDCRASHED THE MEDITERRANEAN ALONG COAST TODAY AFTER A COL-

LISION IN THE AIR WHILE REFUELING. 

U.S. AIR FORCE OFFICIALS SAID FIVE MEN HAD BEEN RESCUED. 
THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE 16TH U.S. AIR FORCE .NEAR MADRID SAID 

THE PLANES WERE A 352 BOMBERFROM A BASE IN THE UNITED STATES AND 
A KC135 JET TANKERBASED AT MORON, AIRPORT, NEAR SEVILLA, SPAIN. 

ONE OF THE TWO. PLANES CRASHED ON LAND, THE OTHER INTO THE 
MEDITERRANEAN. ~ 

THE AIR FORCE SA-ID THE B52 CAME FROM THE 68TH BOMBARDMEN •IIING 
AT SEYMOUR-JOHNSON WASAIR BASE, IN NORTH CAROLINA. THE TANKER 
FROM THE 910TH AIR REFUELINGUNIT AT BERGSTROM, TEX., BUT WAS 
TEMPORARtLYSTATIONED IN SPAIN. 

THE 16TH AIR FORCE HEADQUARTERS WOULDNOT SAY WHETHER THE 352 
WAS CARRYING NUCLEARBOMBSON THE FLIGHT. 

LT9AES 1/17 

\ 

·c.:mxFROM Q.~ICK COPY \ 
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RUDLKD/ClNCUSNAVEUR•. 

RUCKHCiCINCl..ANTTFLT 
RUT KRC/ COOi•j SI XTHFL T 
RUTQQN/16AF.TO~?.EAJON 
RUTQ3~~/l6AF. ADVO~ SPAIN 
RUTHSH/ALUSSNAMADRID 
RUTKC/COMt~AVACTS 

., 

RUCKKM/COMINLANTT . . ' 
'• ..• ,. . ·.· .RUFRN/COMFAIIRMED .. ...... .. ...RUTKCF/TTFSIX FIVE ' ' .: . ' "". .. •' ..RUECD/CHNAVMAT . . 

RUECD/AtfSHIPS .- ' 
.• 

• •.: I. ' . 
..RUECD/ONR ' . . .RUEC~!,/ SUWEPS . .' ' 

RUtCD/SPECPROJOFF
RUECYH/NAVOCEEANO OECLASSIFn.1) 

...RU~~1<KINOOTS PASADENA E.O. 12356..'Scc. 3.4 
. .. RUEKDA/.JCS • NLJ 8§--~/~ r ~ • 

RUCSCR/CINCSAC ."' rh'fj NARA. n.te /-J."J-•'il ' ... 
qBT ·, 

0 O H F I B ! H 'f ? A t . . ' l 
I 

. . . ·:P.IRC?.Af..TSALVOPSMED CU> • 
• 

SITR£~i&tJTY....;..t!A'.Nit.,$~-- : · • • · 
' I 

1. AT ABT 1511000z A~,J<-1:00kT·S-~•r.:•A?~"<>fJE-C·T-~;~rr·H"'~k'f'f,1,C'»k:~'!::"GR,A-:'/·-!&H 
~~GI~~,_tiJ: •.. LAT 37.i...1.-r;31_;,NJ.. PNG 01•41.1/7W CCGRID C-4)~ OBJJECT LIES .• .. 0
O~J APPROX 70/7 DEGREEE SLOPE AT DEPTH OF~~l-2 ...FT NEAR EDGE OF A 
G!Jl..l..Y AST 20/2 FT DEEP. TERRAIN EXTREMELY RUGGED t:IITH SLOP£ TO . ._... . ~.a, • 
SOUTH TO EST 3500/9 FT DEPTH. CHUTE IS ENTANGLED WITH OBJECT , 
COVERING 110ST OF IT• PHOTOGRAPHS DO NOT INDICATE FEATURES PERr4ITTING • .' • •• . . . 
A POSIT.IVE IDENTIFICATION Of OBJ!CT OR A JUDGr-1£~T OF PARACHUTE SIZE. • •• 

02. AT 17 44Z ALlUl:L. ANJl....A.Wll1l~UT EFFECTED FIRST RENDEZVOUS IN DEEP .. 

• jPI\GE TWORUTPRD 071 G 9 H , l D ! N I I A t= 
. . .iI~NER SPACE. AT 1630Z ALUMINAUT MUTUAL RANGING.ONSUSMERGED USING 

S~NAR. ALU1•1INAUT SlGHTF:D Al.VIN AT 1714Z. DEPTTH 25-2700/6 FT. AT 1744Z 
~LUMINAUT TOOK POSITION 25 YDS ASTERN OF ALVIN. THEREAFTER ALVIN 
ASCENDED ANO SURFACED. ALUMINAUT HOLDING POSITION ON 70/7 DEGREE 
SLOPE USING 'MINIMUM POWER•. MIZAR MOVED OVERHEAD ON SURF·ACE. AND . 
UsING UNDERWAT£R TnACKING EQUIPT' ON TRANSPONDER ({•lOUNTEO ON ALUMINAUT). 
FH;ED I\LUMINAUTS POSIT USING DECCA. MIZAR MA-I-NT/ri1Hi'~G-··CGNF-AG·lf~~:-QN• . 
·ALU:O,:INAUT·ON SLOPE· AN-O RELATIVE Pl.OT OF' CONTACT UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE:~ .• 
HlZ.f\R P;.}E.PAR!NS·---TRANSPOND'ER~: WILL1FO~•--::posI1·ION!'NG ~,EA·R"'-CONT·Ao:r... PETREL , .. 

: 1":.. ..,.PL.ANTDAN sUOY WITH ANCHOR AT A POSITION APPROX AND TRANSPONDER 
. "~500/5 YDS TO ~1 OF Al.UMINAUT FOR FUTUR°E SURFACEREFERENCEBUOY. • 
• !:. 

3. I NT END TO H OL11°"1lt't.,~·I:!'i·Attr"'~Ef\R-.·-OON·T-AC-T Attntf'~A'i'JY"'FOFt-'·NEX-t'UNTIL • . 
D!t"~ 0~·AR A"I: WHICH TI?U: 'WILL ATTEMPT TO ATTAC}j A LINE TOICPARACHUTE 
S~[ROUOS TO MAINf'AIN A CONTIOUS CONZMCT WITH OBJECT/CHUTE • .'JlILL ~ . 
PROCEED AS SLOWLY ·AND D!LIKLERATEL. Y AS POSSIBLE WHILE· FURTYF YRUDYING •• '-: i 
AtJD EVA1..UATING BB~JOGRAPHS WBNITNTACTSUCCESSIX'LITY. H~tCUE:ttlQRBJ IF •• • ~ .;:'1 
WEATHER OR ICJICATIONIF MBJECT V. MENRYNG TO UROBO DTPN .SLPP£ OCCURS, .' :.. •.'i :: • 
MI\Y HAVE TO TAK£ Il'1MEDIATE ACTION TO RETAIN CONTACT. • '• • • . • •••• ·=·• ! ,:: 
4. EMPLOYING MIZAR, PRIVATEER, PETREL AS PRIMARY RECOVERY SUPPORT - . ' .... ! ·: • 
CEES~KLS WITH ABILITY ANO ,NOTABL.F.:. ON PERIMETER AND WEUFWARD SECURITY • . ' .• : 

•••• • • • z • ·• •1 . . . . ; ·: 
• '! • .. :~: 

• t :,· .. . . ·: :. . ' ,.
PAGE THREE RUTPRD 071 e e NP% D ! NT% AL 'f •. 
PAT"I:Rss. ALL OTHER SHUZS BUSI~E .. X AS USUAL. ·• 

•. ·.,I . . BT .,. .. .. 
• I 

: .. 
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.:_~--~~ RESERVED FOR CC. JNICA TION CE.NT ER • I 
JOINT MESSAGEFORM DIST: CJCS-1 DJS-3 J3-8 NMCC-2 $ECDEF-J'DASA-1 

I SECURITY CLASSIFICATION,.. SD/ 1SA-9 ASDIPA-9 AE-1· WH l'TE' • __ L._SE-3: STATE-1 

' ..m.'CN0-2 CSAF-1 ANMCC/NEACP/NECP~::_1(49)CwsCOf,Jfl~£~li~~\~ 
r, PE MSG j : ..._:;).. 

I X ' ----: 
PRECEDENCE 

\II • ' I ..,.-. . . ,. 
OTG 1220332 FEB 66 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 'FROM: 
SECDEF Distribution:DECLASSIFIED 

I ASD(ISA) 
TO: SAC Authority _._~ liil • ..,_L/ _.....,;;;;a:;· ____ ATSD/AE 

I 
I JCSBy «:i' NARA, Date _1/_-_3P_-_i_'/ 

DASAI
! 1NFO: CINCEUR CSUSAF 
i 16THAF -CNO 

l! C 
OASD(PA)

GO~tFIDEN'Cfi.M:. DEP.>892 From OASD(PA) sgd Sylvesterv , . 
j For your information, following is text of approved joint State-
l 
' 

DoD statement forwarded to Madrid by State today for simultaneous 

release by Embassy and 16th AF, subject to coor~ation with 

Gove rnm en t of Spain. 

TEXT FOLLOWS: 

"Search is being pressed off the Spanish Coast for the 

recovery of material carried by the two planes involved in the 

recent air collision and for fragments of wreckage which might 

furnish clues to the cause of the accident. Included aboard the 

ZFF-3B-52 which collided with the KC-135 tanker were Several unarmed 
O"TE 

nuclear weapons, one of which has not yet been recovered. 
MONTH 

11When this search and investigation 

'-,-------------r-------,--,------------1---=--.l.---:......(
' , TYPED NAME ANO TITLE PHONE 

~i,,!,..
i F •I~ j Orville 

~ 
S. Splitt 

79312'----'-'--~ 

; RI Special Assistant 
I • 

DD FORM • 1 ·7 ?, ...' I NOV ea ' ti,I'' 

Feb 
1:AGE NO,have been concluded, 

1 
R 

LE 

! ~T_Y_P_E_O~(l,..::!::::::l.c~~~l.t:_~~~c;:i:....:.::J.... ______ 

s 
E ylvester 
R Defense PA 

TIME 

YEAR 

1966 
NO, OF 
PAGES 

_, 

REPLACES EC)ITION 011' ·1 M~Y 1111 WHICH MAY BE USEC, 
. : .. ,' 

3 



further announcement will be made of the results. 

rrThe impact of the weapons on land cause~ rupture of 

weapons cases, which resulted in scattering of a small amount 

oiplutonium (PU 239) and uranium (U 235) in the immediate 

There was no .nuclear 

. i 
I 

1, 

a "Built-in s_afeguards perfected through years of extensive~ 
9 

~ safety testing, have allowed the U.S. to handle, store and;1 
1; 
'I 

,I1· 
transport nuclear weapons for more than two decades without ai( 

Ii 

~ 
" nuclear detonation. Thorough safety rules and practices alsol 

1~ have been developed for dealing with any weapon a ccident which 
~ ; might result in the spilling of nuclear materials. 
' G 
~ 

f:· 
I "Radiological surveys of the Palomares area and its human 
\;! 

' 

s ~ <>11.danimal populations have included.detailed laboratory studies 

·-
~ 

~ 

I by leading Spanish and U.S. scientists. They have obtained no 

evidence of a health hazard. These experts say there is no 

iJ hazard from eating vegetables marketed from this area, from 

eating the meat or fish or drinking the milk of animals. 

11Steps have been taken to insure that the affected areas r 

are thoroughly cleaned up, and some soil and vegetation·· are 

3892being removed. 
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SECURITYCLASSlflCATI( 
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SECDEF 

eliminate the chance of hazard,

Iand thus to restore normal life 

11Palomares. 

GP-4 

to set at rest 

and livelihood 

unfounded fears, 

to the people of 



' . . . 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFEN~R 

--SECRET--- ~i\TIJNAL MILIW?Y. COMMANDCENTER 
MESSAGECENTER 7 I OS 7· 

J . .?-J. 
::..---

CALL 53337 
FOR NMCC/MC 
SERV!CE 

____ _.....,---~- 0 5 2 9 Z 
F.730 U JCSQQQXWY R-2 

00 RUEl©A 

. ZNY SSSSS ZOV RUEAHQ READO WHIST 

T OSO 

OTTS JAW RUWMFNA.1655 0270040-SSSS-- RUEBHQA. 

ZNY SSSSS 

0 2700352 

DECLASSIFIEDFM DIR NUCLEARSAFETY KIRTLAND AFB NMEX 
. Authority ~ 't 

To\RUTQBN/16AF TORR'E°JON AB SPAIN 
·,\,~ • . ,,. By~. NARA,_Date ~- JP-..f.7 

INFO RUEBHQA/OSO 
'f~! I 

RUEBHQA/CSA F 

RUWJABA/OEPIG FOR INSP AND SAFETY USAF NORTON AFB CALIF 

ZEN/FC DASA SANDIA BASE NMEX 

ZEN/SANDIA CORP SANDIA BASE -----'------
ZEN/AEC ALOO SANDIA BASE NMEX 

RUEKW/CNO 

RUCKHC/CI "JCLANTFLT 

INFO •... CJCS-1 DJS-3CGc-1.=-=-J3-8 JS-2 SECDEF-7 .ASD/ISA-9- AE,.1 

; DASA·2 CSA"2 CMC-7 ASD/PAcl vF~LE·_l (48)Drn/M -"~ 

• ~AGE 1 OF. 2 

---SECRET
-·-•---------------~------------------· 

i 



....>--SECRET DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSR 
NATl:::mMILIT,\!?YC!!Mt.~ANDCENTER 

MESSAGE•CENTER 

BT 

SECRET AFINS 00063 JAN 66. FOR: 16AF (CP AND ADVQN); 

OSD (ASST SEC OF DEF FOR ATOMIC ENERGV/MR-:HOWARD); 

CSAF ·cAFI IS AND AFIGO); DIG/IS CAFIDI AND AFIDIA3); 

FC t1)ASA (J NACC); SANDI A CORP (DIV 93 0 0 AND DEPT 

1540/MR S. A. MOORE); AEK/ALOO (MR. WALTER F. WHITE). 
,i 

16AF PASS TO GENERAl:.[S WULSONAND BECK. SUBJECT: 

ANALYSIS OF AIRPLANE COLLISION NEAR VERA, SPAIN BY 

SANDIA CORPORATION TEAM (MSG NO. 4) (U). Mi AFINS 

00059, 25 JAN 66, SAME SUBJ (MSG NO. 3). BASED ON 

REFINEMENTOF COORDINATES OF PALOMARESFROM A MORE 

DETAILED MAP THE POSITION FOR COMPUITD--AJRCR-AF'+--------­

COLLISION POINT SHOULD NOW READ 37 DEGREES 14.7 

Ml NUTES NORTH LATITUDE AND 01 DEGREE 44. 1 MINUTES 

liJEST, REPEAT 44.1 ~fllNUTES WEST LONGITUDE. NEW ------- ~---­

ESTIMATE OF UNIT NUMBERFOUR IMPACT POSITION IS 

37 DEGREES 13.9 MINUTES NORTH LATITUDE ANO 11 DEGREES 

42 .3 Ml NUTES WEST, REPEAT 42 .3 Ml NUTES WEST LONGITUDE;---- -

RANGE AND AZIMUTH COMPUTATIONS GIVEN IN REFERENCED-­

MESSAGESREMAINS VALID AND UNCHANGED. GP-4. 

BT 

ADV CYS TO OSD NMCC PAGE 2 OF 2 71067 
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DEP }..RTMENT OF DEFEN'"'~ 
NAT:'.ltlAL COMMANDMILITI\RY CENTER--SECJtlT 7 I D 8 1;,/

MESSAGECENTER .;i..1 , ,-\fl',,;<..
Iv J. ... i, 1, csiu 4'9 
CIEOiuooCZCEIA79~CEFo9~ CALL 5~7 PP RUEKDA ----FOR.NMCC/~
DE RUTQBN ,~A iu~ol~4~ SERV'lCEzNYsssss_ -
P ~t:>16152 I 27FM 1bAF ADVONSPAIN 
TO RUEKDA/S-EC OF DEF 
RUEAHQ1CSAF 
RUWHNF;DIROF AEROSPACE SAFETY NORTON AFB CALIF 
RUCSC1SAC 
RUEBFKA1•~S~SEYMOURJOHWSONAFB NC 
RUWGGM/j4iuBW AFB TEX BERGSTROM 
RUWGHU/9/MBW AFB ARK BLYTHEVILLE 
RUWGNK10CAMATINKER AFB OKLA 
RUWGNH;SAAMAKELLY AFB TEX 
RUEBBAA;AFSC
RUCDSG.;AFLC 
R lt:DAQ;AFCS 
RUCDAA1MAC 
RUCDGU;ASDWPAFBOHIO 
AIG 667 
AIG 
RUWHSS;lSASDVANDENBERGAFB CALIF 
RUWGAA/lCEGBARKSDALEAFB LA 
RUCSC/390~ABWGOFFUTT AFB NEBR 
RUEBBAA/1~01ABWG AFB MD ANDREWS 
AIG 754 
A IG '/55
AIG 756 
AIG 757 
A IG 670 
AIG 671 
AIG 676 

ACT.... AE-2 

INFO... CJCS-1 DJS-3 J3-8 SECDEF-7 ASD/ISA-9 ASD/PA-1 GC-113 

ST-1 CSA-2 CN0-2 CMC~7 DASA-2 FILE•1(50)GB/M 

PAGE 1 OF 3 

SE< lET 



DEPARTMENTOF DEFEl'r"'~ 
=S&CR!f NAT!O~AlMILITARY CENTERCOMMAND 

MESSAGECENTER 

RUEBBRA/TACLANGLEYAFB VA 
RUHLKM/CINCPACAF
RUKDAG/SACVICTOR ELMENDORF AFB ALASKA 
RUHR1'F;SAC XRAY CAMP H M SMITH HAWAII 
RUTQBN/16AFTORREJONAB SPAIN 
RUHLKM/64~6ABNCOMDCOM SQ HICKAM AFB HAWAII 
RUWMBAA/AFPROBOEING CO SEATTLE WASH 
RUWJFDA/W!CHITAAFPRO AF PLANT WICHITA KANSAS 
RUEABL/HQCOMDUSAF 
BT 

cS E C i' 12 I Jt!5IR I CTl:fa ;;,g; il NOFORM ~0048 JAN 66. SUBJECT: PROGRESS 
REPORT NO. 3 OF MAJOR AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT. FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
(SPEC !AL HANDLING REQUIRED. SEE AFR 12'7-4) • FOR SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
ATSD (AE), FOR AFIAS: SAC FOR DOSD AND GEN RYAN: AFSC FOR SCI2: 
CSAF FOR AFCSG. DIG/SAFETY• 
AFLc FORDS: ALL OTHERS FokSAFETY. 
A. 17 JAN 66, 09232 
B. SADDLE ROCK AIR REFUELING AREA SPAIN 
c. KC 135 SN, 6100273 

B-52SN, 58,256 
$. 852 SAC g AF 68BW 51 BS SEYMOUR JOHNSON AFB NC KC135 SAC GAF 
9 78 W V9 ?OMS BLYTHV ILLE AFB ARK. 

~ T:§~riio~~Lc~~~g~MATION IN RESPECT TO THE COLLISON WAS SECURED 
FROM CREW MEMBERS ABOARDTHE LEAD KC-135. THE ARCP MADE AT 
09102, INITIAL CONTACTBY THE LEAD TANKER AND RECEIVER WAS MADE AT 
09212, POSITON 3718 NORTH ~148 WEST. FIFTEEN SECONDS LATER AT 
09212 THE LEAD BOOM OPERATORANOUNCEDEXPLOSION. AT 09232 
WREKA~EBEGAN REACHING GROUND.MAGNETICHEADING WAS 270 DEGREES. 
TRUE COURSE 253 DEGREES. NUMBER TWO TANKER WAS SUSPOSED TO BE AT 
31,000 FEET AND TWO NAUTICAL MILES RIGHT AT SIXTY DEGREE ECHELON. 
ABOVE BASED UPON OBSERVATIONS OF LEAD AIRCRAFT COPILOT AND EXTRACT OF 
LEAD NAVIGATORS LOG. THE COPILOT MADE ADDITION OBSERVATIONS. 
KC-135 AND B-52 INVOLVEDIN THE ACCIDENT WERE MAKING CONTRAILSOFF 
TO HIS RIGHT. HE OBSERVED THE OTHER RECEIVER APPROACHING HIS TANKER 
AT A 'NORMAL RATE. JUST AFTER THE LEAD RECEIVER MADE CONTACT, HE 
HEARDA TRANSMIS ION FROM THE NUMBER MADETWO TANKER, PRESUMABLY 
BY THE NUMBER TWO TANKER BOOMOPERATOR, QUOTE WATCH YOURRATE OF 
CLOSURE UNQUOTE. SHORTLYAFTER THIS THE LEAD BOOM OPERATOR 
REPORTEDTHE EXPLOSION. MEMBERS OF THE AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT BOARD 

PAGE 2 OF 3 71088 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFEN,.~ 
NATIONAL COMMANDMILITARY CENTER 

MESSAGECENTER 

CONTINUEDTHE WORK OF IDENTIFYING AND EXAMINING AIRCRAFTWRECKAGE. 
WITH THE EXCEPTION OF WRECKAGE FROM THE SEA. YET TO BE RECOVERED 
Sl.FFICIENT MATERIAL HAS BEEN IDENTFIED AND PLOTTED TO PROVIDE AN 
ADEQUATEDEPICTION OF WRECKAGE BOARDPATHS. THE AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT 
WILL CONVENE NEXT AT TORREJON AFB SPAIN AND SUBSEQUENT PROGRESS 
REPORTS WILL EMINATE FROM THERE. §UFFICIENT TECHNICAL ASISTANCE 
WILL REMAIN AT THE SCENE TO ASSIST IN THE IDENTICATION OF WRECKAGE 
RECOVEREDFROM SEA. 
T. THURx. NO CHANGE 
6. COL GEORGE PAYNE BOARD PRESIDENT. 
GP-1 
BT 

... 

ADV CY TO NMCC PAGE3 OF 3 71088 
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DEPARTMENTOF DEFEN~~ -SECRET NATIONAL COMMAHDMILITARY CENTER 
MESSAGECENTER 

CALL 53337 
FORl~ ►lC C /MC 
SERVICE 

F714 I 27 0 2 ~ 6Z 
JCS1137MU 

PP RUEKDA 

DE RUCKHC 045 02 6194 1 

ZNV SSSSS 

P 2619422 

FM Cl NCLANTFL T 

TO RUCKDA /COMNAVAIRLANT 

RUCKOD/COMSERVLANT 

RUCKOR/COMSUBLANT 

RUEGXC/DEPCOMSUBLANT 

RUCKDT/COMASWFORLANT 

RUCKRX/COMSECONDFLT 

INFO RUE CW/CNO 

ZEN/Cl NCLANT 

RUDLKD/CI NCUSNAVEUR 

RUT KR C/CO~.~s I XTHFL T 

INFO .•... CJCS-1 OJS-3 J3-8 J4-3 SECDEF-7 ASD/ISA-9 ASD/PA-1 GC-1 

AE-1 DASA-1 W~OUSE-3 STATE-1 CSA-2 CSAF-1 CMC-7 FILE-1 

(SO)ETO/F 

PAGE 1 OF 2 
OECLASSIFIEO• ,-ry-1'·,{E.o.13292,Sec.3.S l 

. NLJJK4' OS-.:>o 
By.JM.,NARA,Date.:!.~,- 7 
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,-DEPARTMENTOF DEFE1'~ -
SECRET- MILITA.'iY CENTtRNATIONAL COMMAND 

MESSAGECENTER 

.,., 
RUTHBH/CHJUSMGMAAGMADRIDSPAI\J 

... RUFLC/USCI NCEUR 

RUEKDA/JCS 

BT 

S E e R E I-

OVERFLIGHT WEAPONSOF SPAIN WITH NUCLEAR ~)­

A. JCS 2383 DTG 2420372 NOT.A.l 

1. REF A ORDERED CESSATION OFTHE IMMEDIATE OF ALL OVERFLIGHTS 

SPAIN BY AIRCRAFT CARRYING WEAPONS.NUCLEAR 

2. ABOVE INTERPRETED LOGISTICFLIGHTS.PROHIBITION TO INCLUDE 

UNTILFURTHER ALL LOGISTIC WITH NUCLEARNOTICE FLIGHTS CINCLANTFLT 

"WEAPONS· OUT OF SPAIN ARE SUSPENDED. INTO AND 

GP-1 

BT 

NNNN 

ADV TO NMCC 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFEN~~ ··,sECRl!T 
NATIONAL COMMANDMILITARY CENTER 6 7' 4 6 7 MESSAGECENTER 

~~ 
~ 

CALL 53337 
F358 T FOR Nl'.CC/MC 

SERV!CE 
-JCS 166/25 

I 25 0 5 5 8 Z 

RR RUEl<DA 

DE RUCSC 1 0250833 

ZNY SSSSS 

R 500252 

FM SAC 

TO RUEAHQ/CSAF 

INFO RUEKDA/JCS 

BT 

S i S R ~ T DO 00691 JAN 66 

FOR AFXOPF, CSAF; J-3, ALERT•JCS. SUBJ: AIRBORNE 

.IN ANTICIPATION OF RESUMING CHROME ROUTEDOt.£ SOUTH INDOCTRINATION 

MO IN RECOGNITION OF OVERFLIGHT WITH PROBLEMSWEAPONS SAC IS PLANNING 

REVISEDROUTES TWO.OPTIONS. AIR REFUELIMi UNDER THE FIRST MOVES 

ROUTESOUT OVER BUT.PRESUMES SPANISHOVERFLIGHTTHE WATER CONTINUED 

WITHWEAPONS WE APPRECIATE ATM:>SPHERE INDICATEAND CURRENT WOULD NO 

OVERFLIGHT THE SECOND INVOLVES OFPERIOD. OPTION NO OVERFLIGHT 

INFO .. CJCS-1 DJS-3 J3:-8 SECDEF-7 ASD/ISA-9 GC-1 ASDPA-1 
' 

AE-1 D IA-15 STATE-1 CSA-2 CN0-2 CMC~7 FILE-1(59) GB/LE 

PA GE 1 OF 2 
Authority ...:E.....:.=::::~~---+-~ 

By ~ , NARS, Dated-· ~ D-.l.f 

S!CftEl-



DEPARTMENTOF DEFEN"~, 
NATIONALMILITARYCOMMANDCENTER 

MESSAGECENTER 

FOREIGN LAr-D MASS EXCEPT IN EMERGENCY,I.E., MISSED AIR REFUELING, 

ENGINE LOSS, ETC., AND FEATURES BETWEENAN OFF COAST ORBIT SOMEWHERE 

U.K. AND STRAITS OF GIBRALTAR. EXACT PLACEMENT WOULDBE A REFLECTION 

OF "EFFECTIVENESS" ADANTAGESAND AIR SPACE CLEARANCE PROBLEMS. 

HOWEVER,IN ORDER TO FINALIZE ROUTE PLANNING; IT IS NECESSARYFOR 
J 

THIS HEADQUARTERSTO KNOW IF NUCLEARCARRIERSW Ill BE PERMI TTEO TO 

LAND IN SPAIN ANF/OR ENGLAND IN EVENT OF EMERGENCY. REQUESTYOUR 

PROMPTACTION ON RESOLVING NUCLEAROVERFLIGHTAND,{)R LANDING 

At-ll Ut{)ER WHAT CONDITIONS. GP-4. 

BT 

NNNN 

67467ADVANCECOPY NMCC PAGE 20F 2 
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~ 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFEN ;SECRET NATIONALMILITfi!IY CENTER 6 7 5 8 9 COMMAND 
MESSAGECENTER 

-;J,1 

CALL s3fu 
FORN ►ICC'/MC -

8204 Z/25/JCS352/R2 SERVlCE 
IEN490E IA045E IA980CEF435 

I 25 0 9 0 ~ Z 
00 Rl£KDA 

CE RUTHAN 12 0241955 

ZNY SSSSS 

0 2419352 

FM 16AF ADV ON 

TO Rl£KDA-/SECDEFWASH 

RLEPXGIAE C WA SH 

INFO Rl£AHQ/ CSAF WASH 

RUCSC/CINCSACOFFUTT AFB 

RUNMFNA/DIRNUC SFTY KIRTLAND AF NM 

RUNPQA/AEC ALO NM 

RLWP(J../DAS... NMLOS ALAMOS 

BT 

6 E C R E T REMRlefEB DM'A AT OM IC ENER ACT 1954. C-00031. JAN66. 

ff.C CDMA): INFO: SECDEF CASTD-AE): CSAF, FOR 

tl:N MCCONNEL:CINCSAC AEC CALO): FOR GEN RYAN: DNS AFINS): 

TH IS MSG IN TWO PARTS. PART I. AEC WASH FOR DMA FROM DR. LAf,,l;HAM. 

SURVEYOF SITUATION SHOHS TWO AREAS OF SIGNIFICANT ALPHA COt\7-

ACT.... .AE-2 

INFO.... CJCS-1 DJS-3 J3-8 SECDEF-7 ASD/ISA-9 GC-1 ASD/PA-1STATE-1 
W/HOUSE-3CSA-2 CN0-2 CMC-7 FILE-1 (48)GB/CL 

PAGE1 OF 3· 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFEN"'~ $JfRET NATiONALMILITA.'!Y CENTERCOMMAHD 
MESSAGECENTER 

M1 I NAT ION. SURFACE CONT AM I NAT ION RANGES FROM ABOUT 500 MICROGRAMS 

(f PU PER SQUARE METER WITHIN 5 TO 10 FT Of IMPACT POINTS TO 

ABOUT20 MICRO GRAMS AT ONE HALF MILES OOWMV PER SQUAREMETER I NO 

IN AN ARC Of APPROX30DEGREES. ONE UN IT RESU..TEO IN NO SPREAD 

(f ACTIVITY, ONE RESULTED IN ACHIVITY BEING SPREAD IN THE COMMUNITY 

Cf PALOMERES.A THIRD UNIT SPREAD ACTIVITY IN A NEAR BY AREA WHICH 

IS LARGELY UNIHABITED BUT PARTIALLY Cll.TIVATED: THE fOLRTH KIT HAS 

r-.DT BEEN FOUND. THE MOST TROUBLESOME SITUATIONS THAT CREATED 

IN THE COMMUNITY Of PALOMARESWHICH INVCl.VES PEOPLE, THEIR FARM 

R.OTS AND THEIR DOMESTIC ANIMALS. IT IS OUR CONTENTION THAT NO 

~AL HEALTH HAZARD TO THE PEOPLE HAS BEEN SUSTAINED. THE 

NUISANCEPOTENTIAL HOWEVER IS SIZEABLE AND TO THEM THE POTENTIAL 

ECONOMICASPECTS ARE SERIOUS. THEIR PRODUCE ON WHICH THEY DEPEND 

FOR A LIVING IS BEING REFUSED IN THEIR MARKETING CHANNELSTHE 

EXTENTTO WHICH THIS IS HAPPENING IS NOT KNOWN. MANY LOCAL 

INHABITANTSHAVE BEEN CHECKED FOR EXTERNAL CONTAMINATIONANO 

OCCASIONALLYLIGHT TO MODERATE CONTAMINATIONOf SHOES ANO 

OfHER QOTHING HAS BEEN DETECTED ANO IMMEDIATELY ANO EASILY REMOVED. 

EVERY EFFORT IN MINIMIZE ANY REAL RISK TD THE POPU..ATION IS BEING 
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MESSA•GECENTER 

TAKEN. THE LOCAL AND NAT I ONAL AUTHORITIES ARE COOPERATIVE BUT NOT· 

EASILY CONVINCED AS TO HOW BEST TO DEAL WITH THE COMPLEXITIES Of THE 

AWBLEM. PART II. SEC DEF CSAf, CINCSAC GEN RYAN MO OTHER INFO 

ADDRESSEES.THIS MSG PREPARED BY DR. LANGHAM, ASST HEALTH DIVISION 

LEADER, LOS ALAMOS, FOR OMA TO PASS TO OR. SEABORGMO IS DR. 

LANGHAMSON THE SPOT ASSEESMENT. GP1 • 

BT 

NNNN 
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·s&CRET • tlEPARTMENTOF DEFENSl. . 
• NATIONAL ~~ C~IIIUTAIY 0 F 

B 139 VJCS029/24/R-2 /RS 

CZCDZR256VV XDA4't 7ANA028 

00Rl£KDA 

lE RlJTHAN'+13115ll 

'M-JYSSSSS 

~ 
X .16Af ADVON·: 

0 RlEAHQ/ CSAf 
:• 

RI£ KDA/ SE COE f 

RLWMFNADICNUCWAR KB M SFTYKIRTLAND 

IIESSIIE Ct.VD 

.......
l., 

.. Jf 

RfSDAT 

mUNHN/DP IFPGEN FOR INSP AND SFTYNORTON AFB CAL ff 

RUCSC/AC C 
RLEH88AFWESTOVECAFXSS 

c:
RUTQXA/ 16AF TORREJONUB SPAIN 

RI.QFK/688WSEYMURJOHNXNAX NC 

RUEBBA/AFSC 

RUCDWAFLC 

RUNGMSAAMAKELLY AFB TEX 

RI.NJMFNAAFWC NMEXKCTWNDUFB 

RLWHH../OOUH AFB UT AH Ill 

,,/ 
C

ACT: AE-3 

INFO: CJCS-1 OJS-3 J3-8 SECDEF-7 ASD/ISA-9 ASO/PA-1 GC-1 w)/,:.3 C 
ST-1 CSA-2 CNO-2 CMC-7 FILE-1 (49) JH/VB 

C
1 OF 12 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 13292, S 3.6 
Nu os-,, __ , 

By~ , NARA, Date11::!J:.ll:, - SECRET 
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,. 
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. -SECREf- DEPARTMENTOF DEFENSL 
• NAllONAL COMMANDMIUTAIY CDffll 

IESSIIIE CDITTI ( 

FO R Uf PBWL UUFE CP L I ND SEY AS GER 
,, 

RUCVSK/SACOT SL CARSWELLAFB TEX \ 

BT 

::SE 6 RT f ROC0010 JAN 66. SECT ION ONE Of TWO SECT IONS. 
(

FG NMCCONELL AND , 46-,. 

lBJECT: SUPPLEMENTALREPORT NO. 1 CADVONOF NUCLEAR ACCIDENT ( 

CBROl<ENARROW)" CSAF AFIGO, AFIS, AFSSS-AE; AFIF; AFIDI; 00,DM, 

00S0; 8AF ANO 16AF CO,DM,OS); DCO, DCM,DS;SCIZ; MCASS;SAWMT; 

SVVN;OOYS. 

THE PJPIMINARY RQORT ?73 SW UNCLAS MSG BOS 01055, 

17 JAN 66 COVEREDONLY AIRCRAFT ASPECTSMF ACDT. ADDITIONAL 

lP~EMENT AL REPORTSHAVE BEEN SENT OKT FROM T ORREJON AB. REPORTS ( 

DID :NOT GO TO ALL ABOVE ADDRESSEES HONEVERTHIS REPORT CONSTITUTES 
,· 
\AVAILABLE INFORMATION ON WEAPONS ANO RAOCOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF 

,-THIS ACOT FROM OCCRRENCE. FUTURE SUP REPTS 8)) ?3 $$8&,-53$ 
\. 

"ADVON"o ADDRESSEES REQUl,REDBY ATCHM'T 4, AFR 127-4 WERE USED. 
(

fOR OFFICIAL USEONLY. 

A. 17 JAN 66. 0923Z, VILLAGE OF PALOMARDS, SPAIN 160 DEGREES 

TRl£ AT 216N MILES FROMTORREJONAB.,. 
(

B. FOlR, BOMBS. NO. 1. SER 

r 
\. 
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.--<SECRE'F-~ MPARTMENT OF DEFENSl 
( 
' 

NATIONALIIILITAllYCOMMANDCami 
IIESSWCEJm.l ( 

NO. 54327; NO. 2 SER NO. 330448; NO. 3, SER NO. 434379 AND NO 
,, 

I 
\ ..4, SER NO. 45345., WEAPONSWILL BE REFERED TO AS NO. 1,2 ,3, OR 

4 IN THIS AND FUTURD REPORTS. NONE OF THE WEAPONS PRODUCEDA NUCLEAR ( 

IITONATION. NO. 1 FOUNDAPPROX 200 YARDS ON SHORE IN A TRUCK 
( 
'·G4RDENINGAREA. NO HABITATION IN IMMEDCATEVICINITY. MONITORINGWITH 

PAC-1S ANO T-290 REVEALEDNO CONTAMINATION. A/S SN INDICATED SAFE. LOADING 

LUGS WERE STILL ENGAGEDIN MB-3 RACK. TAIL CLOSING PLATE HAD TORN AWAY 

CFROMHf: CASE. 16 AND ONE HALF FOOT RIBBON DROUGUE CHUTE HAD DEPLOYED. 

RING AT ENO OF CASE HAD NOT BEEN PLLLED AWAY. BOMB NOSE DEPRESSED INWARD ( 

FROM IMPACT. THREE Of FO~ BOv1BFINS WERE TORN AWAY At() ARE MISSING 
(

THE 3 FINS AND TAIL PLATE HAVE NOT BEEN RECOVERED. WEAPONWAS RENDERED 

SHE. WPN AND PARCHUTE ASSEMBLIESWERE SEPARATED ANO I NO IV ID UALL Y ( 

LIFTED BY HELICOPTER INTO TRANSPORT TRUCK. 
(

NO 2 WEAPONWAS FOUND IN ISLOATED UNINHABITED HILL APPROX·ONEMILE 

YEST OF VILLAG OF PALOMARES. AREA IS ROCKY AND SUPPORTS NO VEGETATION. 

A LOW ORDER HIGH DETONAT l,ON OCCURRED. APPROX 

WAS RECOVERED IN SMALL PIECES AND SL IVERS.CRATER WAS APPROX 20 FT ( 

ACROSSAND. 6 fT DEEPo SECONDARY WAS IN CRATER.; 
( 
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SECR!T - DEPARTMENTOF DEFENSL 
•• NlllDNAL COMMANDMJUJ.ARY !:Dim! 

IIIESSllECOOD! 

( 

END. TRITUIM BOTTEL HAD BEEN BLOWN INTO POTTING MATERIAL OF FIRE SET. 

T-BOTTLE RECOVERED ABOUT 25 FEET FROM CRATER. VENT ING OF T-BOTTLE 

COU.D NOT BE ASCERTAINED. AFTERBODYAND PARA-PACK HAD BEEN BLOWN 
,· 
i...ABOUT 100 YARDS AWAY. MDF HAD FUNCTIONED. 16 AFD ONE HALF FEET 

RIBBON DROGL[ CHUTE HAD SPILLED OUT. MA IN CHUTE WAS our MK RUPTERED ( 

CA.SEBUf WAS ·ST ILL WERE FOUt-ll IN CHUTE COVER. WPN CASE FRAGMENTS 

WITHIN 100 YARDS OF CRATER IN ALL DIRECTIONS. 

NO. 3 WEAPONFOUND IN VEGETABLEGARDENWITHIN VILLAGE OF PALOMARES 

APPROX2 MILES NORT HNEST OF NO. 1. 

~CONDARYWAS LOCATED IN CRATER4 FT ACROSS AND 3 FT DEEP. LOW ( 

ffiDER OETONATION OF HE OCCURRED. HE RECOVERED IN SMALL 
(

CHUNKSAND DESTROYED LOCALLY. AFTEJBODY FA IL Y I NT ACT BUT DENTED 

BY IMPACT ANO DETONATION. 16 AND ONE HALF FT RIBBON DROGUE CHUTE 

. CEPLOYED.WPN CASE AND INTERNAL WPN PARTS BADLY BROKEN UP AND MANGLED 
I 

BY IMPACT ANO DETONATION. 

TRITIUM BOTTLE MASHED, 

RUPTUREDAND VENTEDo FOUND ABOUT 1500 FT ROM IMPACT. MAIN CHUTE INTACT 

ltMAINED INSIDE AFTERBODY.a 

N 
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.~S!CRl!f ~ • lmPARTMENT OF DEFENSI:. 
• NAllONAL COMMANDIIIUTARY CEllm! 

IEUI.ECEIIT'EI C 

0. 4 WEQPONHAS NOT BEEN FOQNO. REAR COVER PLATE WITH MOF INTACT WAS 

C!£COVERED. IT APPEAREDTO HAVE BEEN UNIFORMILY PUSHED AWAY FROM WEAPON. 

INTENSIVE SEARCH CONTPNL£SFOR WPN BY NAVY EOO O IVERU ANO USAF PERSONNEL. 
:~ < .' I ' . .'. 

C. KC-135, 61-02 73 AND 8252G, 58-256. 

'• ( .. .. D. 68BW, SEYMOUR JOHNSONAFB, N.C., HQ 8Af, SAC• 

·! .• 

E .. IN-FLIGHT B-52 BY KC-135 AT 31,000 REXLELING Of CHROMEOOME FT 
.....: •, 
;. ,· 

,I •' ftl.TITUDE, SA00LE ROCK AIR REFUELING AREA, SPAIN 3714M/0147W. 
~< CFo DURING A RENDEZVOUS WITH THE TANKER THE 8252 WASHQOSINGFOR REFQELING 

ANO A MID-AIR VOLLISION OCCURRED. BOTH AIRCRAFT CRASHED. ALL FOLR WEAPONS C 
LEFT H£ BOMB BAY. THREE WEAPONS WERE FOUND IN CONBIT ION 

INDICATED ABOVE. ALL BUT A FEW Of THE WEAPON PARTS RECOVERED WERE PLACED 

IN TEMPORARY PACKAGESANO TAKEN TO T ORREJON AB. ITEMS ARE BE ING RZPACKEO ( 
'-

l.NOER CONTROLLED CONOIT IONS. OE CONT AM I NAT I ON WILL BE EFFECTED TO I NY URE 
(

OUTSIDE CONTAINERS HAVA NO RAOIAT ION COUNT. AEC PERSONNEL ARE ASSIST IN~ 

ANO ALL ITEMS.WILL BE A IRL I FTEO TO THE Z I. ALPHA ( 

CONTAMINATIONEXISTS IN IMMEDIATE ANO ADJACENT AREAS WHERE NO. 2 ANO 

NO. 3 .WEAPONSIMPACTED. NO DEATHS OR INJURIES RESULTED FROM FALL ING 

VEAPONSOR CONVENTIONALHIGH EXPLOSIVE OETONAT IONS. 

00. 2 WEAPONFELL IN ISOLATED UNINHABITED HILL. ALTHO AREA SHOWS 

•~ OF 12 65908 
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SECRET""' DEPARTMENT (OF DEFENS~-
- NATIOINAL COMMANDMILITARY COODl 

IIEWIIE CDIYD 

VARYING LEVELS OF CONT AM I NAT ION ITS REMOTELOCATION 

l{EPS PERUONNELAWAY NO. 3 WEAPONFELL IN THE VILLAGE OF PALOMARES. 

INHABITANTSLIVE CLOSE TO THE IMPACTEDAREA. CROPS SLRROUND THIS AREA. ( 

DURING 18 JAN TO PRESENT, RAD MONITOR ING WAS PERFORMED AROUNDNO. 2 

AND 3 WEAPONIMPACT AREAS SHINX CONTAMINATION. PAC-1S ALPHA 

CETECTORSWERE USED. SOIL, CROPS, BUILDINGS, WATEJ, THE ATMOSPHERE, f
'· 

FERSONNELC INQ UD I NG SPAIN I SH GUARD IA CIVIL AND. C IV Ill ANS), ARE 

CONTINUINGTQ BE CHECKEDFOR CONT AM I NAT ION. 

USAF PERSONNEL WERE MONITORED FOR POSSIBWE CONTAM I NAT ION. READINGS r', 

(}J CLOTHING OF EOO PERSONNEL RANGEDFROM 100-1500CPM. ONE ISOLATED 

fEADING WAS 15,000CPM. DECONTAMINATION REDUCEDTHIS TO A NEGLIGIBLE 

POINT • AIR SAMPLESTAKEN ON 19 JAN IN THE CAMP ( 

SITE APPROXIMATELY ONE MILE FROM PALOMARES WERE NEGATIVE. AT LEAST 

53 URINE SAMPLES OF USAF PERSONNEL HAVE BEEN TAKEN AS OF 1800HRU 

22 JANUARY AND WILL BE SENT TO LAB FOR ANL VS IS. 

ON 20 JAN, WATER SAMPLES WERE TAKEN FROM WELLS NEA_R VILLAGE OF SAXPLES 

YERE SENT TO LAB FOR ANALYSIS. GP-1 

BT 

NNNN 
( 
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IIESSAIECDlm 

CALL 53337 

C143 CJCSe74/24/R2 
FORUMCC/HC
SERVl('r:

I,_,,_ 

COZR260VV XOARTEAN~OZ? I 2Y D5 5 4.Z 
00 RUEKJA 

□ t RUTHAN17 231157Z 

ZrJY SSSSS 

0 23110H ZEL 

FM 16AF ADVON. 

TO RUEAHQ/CSAF 

RUE:<DA/SECDEF 

RUWMFNA/DIRNUCLEA~SFTY Kl~TLANO AFB N~ • 

RUfHNF/DEPINSP GEN FOR INSP ANC SFTY NORTON AFB CALIF 

RUCSC/SAC 

RUETHB/BAF¼ESTCV[~AFB MASS 

RUTQBNA/16AFTGkREJONAB SPAIN 

RUETFK/68BWSEYMOURJOHNSONAFB NC 

RUEBBAA/AFSC 

RUCDSQ/AFLC 

DLYGIUJGBXSAAMAVV XOA453ANA029 

00 RUEKDA 

OE RUTHAN 17 231157Z 
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lfAIIOIIALIIIUTAIYCOMMANDcooa 

IIESUl£CDml 

ZNY SSSSS 

0 231100Z ZEL 

F~/i 16AF ADVON 

TO RKEAHQ/CSAF 

RUEKO,VSECDEF 

RUWMFNA/DIRNUCLEAR SFTY KIRTLAND AFB NM 

RU~HNF/DEP INSP GENFO~ INSP AND SFTY NORTON AFB CALIF 

RUCSC/S~.C 

RUETHB/BAF WESTOVER AFB MASS 

RUTQBNA/16AF TORi\EJON AB SPAIN 

RUETFK/688W SEYMOUR JOHNSON.A.FB NC 

RUEBBAAi AFSC 

RUCOSQ/ AFLC 

) RU\~GNH/.SAAMAKELLY AFB TC:X 

RUWMFNA/AFSWCKIRTLAND AFB NYEX 

RUWHHL/OOAMAHILL AFB UTAH 

INFO RUFPB~L/USAFE CP LINOS~Y AS GER 

~l!CVSK/SAC OTSL CARSt\iELL AFB TEX 

sr 
·'-a E Git E"'"rRD C0013 JAN 66. FINAL s:::CTIOf~ OF 2. F-ESULTS '."~ERE N~GLIGIBLE 
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.-SECRET- .i flmPARTMENT -)OF DEFENSL 
• MllOIW. COMMANDIIILIIARY !:Elim 

IIESUBEconu 

<1.3 X 10-9 WIC~OGRAMSPER LITER). AIR SAXPLC:S TAKEN l~OICATED 

INSIGNIFICANT CONTAMINATION<RANGESFROM2.3 X 10-7 TO 3.8 X 10-6 

\~ICROGRt.:·.f.S SPANISH NUCLEAR E>lERGY PER CUBIC ·METER). ON 20 JAN, 

CO\·iMISSIJN REPRESENH.TIVES MADE CONTACT WrTH VS ANl> J'MDE PLANS 

FOR MONITORING PERSONNtL, SOIL, 3UILOING, AND AIR AND 100k 

UR I NE: GRAB S.A.MPLES OF FAMILIES LIV I NG WI THIN IMl't1EDIA1E'HC-

I NI TY OF CRAT~R IN PALOMARES. lJf~INE SAMPLES RESULTS WE'RE 0.3, ~.2, 

0.2 CGLNTS PER MINUTE FROM SA~?LES 13, 15 AND1 CUSIC 

CtNTIMETERS, RESPECTIVELY. 

DURING 21 JAN 1966, RAD MONITORING CONTINUED IN AND AROUMb 

NO 2 ANO 3 \V!:APON IMPACT ARC:AS. PAC-1S ALPHA DETECTOnS WE'RELLSEb. 

l N THE i~O. 3 AREA ~/ON I TOR I NG COVERED A FAN SHAPED AREA 36D DEGREES 

THRU 90 ·oEGREES APPROXIMATELY ONE TO ONE AND ONE' HALF MILES .,QNDA 

SEMI CIRCLE 180 DEGREES THRU 360 DEGREES FOR APPROXIMATELY 10'0 FEET, 

ALL FROM ~VE.A.PON CRATEJ. ALL CROPS WERE MONITOkED WITHIN ANOARO~D >JO.3 

AREA. READl~!GS IN Ex.CESS OF 100 CPI/ WEJE IDENTIFIED. READINGSRANGO 

FROM NON-DETECTABLE TO 16tl,C0~ CP1I• .A.IRSAMPLES 160 FEET EAST 10 

SOUTH FROM CRATER WERE TAKEN DURtNGD~CONTA~INATION 

OPERATION. ~ESUL TS HEVEALED THAY. NlORESP I RATOF:Y PROTECT IONWAS 

REQUIRED FOR SHORT TERM :)'.POSURE (20 t)RM/i✓, TO THE THIRD PONER) 

65908 
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-·~ .. -~SECRET . -DEPA1tTMENTOF DEFENSi.. . 
• IIA11DNAL COMMANDIIIUJARY CDml 

IIESSWcarra 

PERSON~l PERFORMI NG 

llECONTAMINATION'NER EQUIPPED WITH F.ESPIRATO?.S. NO SP,4J\HSH PE'RSON>JEL 

\\£RA WI TH IN THE Al'\EA. A !'MP OF THE NO. 3 AREAWAS ~DE SHOWING 

}lE,4lllNGSTO DETERMINC: WHATCROPSANOACREAGETO BUY. THE Nlll1H WALLOF 

,ne HOUSE SOUTHEAST OF THE CRATERWAS MC~ TORED. READINGSWER.I:LESS • 

St CPM. AREA AR OUN;) CND CR.ATEP. 

WHER~READING~IN EXCESS OF U~,ODO CPM. \ll.ER.tIDENTIFIED. THIS 

CO\JER.fl>APPrWXIJAATELY10,000 s~. FEET AREA AROUND CRATER WHH REAt>IJIGS 

1N EJCESS OF 2000 CPMBUT LESS THAT 100,000 WASIOfNTfFIED.1Hl5 COVEREb 

PAGE 3 RUTHAN 17--6 E C R t I 

APPJU)ll~1H,Y 45,000 SQ. FEET. PEKSONNELPERFOr;l✓.ING DECONTAMOUTION 

OPEtATIQIJW'ITHIN THIS AREA WERE ~.!ONITORE:O DAY.AT END Of WORK 

OECDNTAMITI ON 'NAS: PERFOR~lEJ. N.~ 

WO. 2 W~PD~CRATER ·IN ISLOATED, UNINHABITED HILL WASfOO~ITOREO. 

~.ADIN6S AT CRATER.OR GROUND ZERO CGZ) ·J1ERE 100,0C0CPM. 
' 

DlS1AFCESAREAPPROXIMA1~. AT 39 DEGKEESAND35 FEET FROMG1, l5.,~ 

CPM; AT 7C DEGREESAND 1a FEET, 80, 000CPM; AT 70 DEGREESAND 23e> 

FEET, 2 ,5/JD CPM; AT 219 rJEGREES• AND 18 FEET, 11 D, r>Z>OCPM; AT 2199 

DEGREE'SANb2~ FEET, 45.0~0 CPV. APPROXIMATELY---~EW.4S 
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SECR!f --.)DBPARTMENTOF DEFENSL ) 
- NA'JIONALMILITARYCOMMANDCURI 

IIESW£CDml 

~~COVERED~ITHIN CRATE~. 

Oi'J22 JAN NO. 3 ..,PN CKA ER ,,AS JUG OUT.REMOVEDAJ>?~l 2 FEtl OF 

CO~TAMINTEO OILED DO~~ WITH WITH TCP SOIL. CRATEk 

LIGHT OIL SPRAY. READINGS REMOVAL FROM20,000 CPM 10 AFTER RANGEO 

90,003 CPMVilTH f..1/KP..G OF50,000 CPM.VtGETATION WAS REMOVED 

FRO~ PLCTS ADJACENT APROX ONE AND ONE ttALf ACRES TO NO 3 WPN CRATER. 

~ERERE~OVED._ON22 JAN1966 A 

MEETING TOOK BETWEEN PERSONNEL ISH MtD ICAL, PLt..CE USAF MILITARY AND SPAN 

CIVIL DEFENSE, NUCLEAR COWMISSSICNENERGY OFFICIALS, 

THE MAYOR OF PAL01/ARES, ANJ CROP TENTATIVfCROP OWNE~S ASSESSORS. 

ARRANGEMENTS TO auY CFARE BEING MADE 10 ACRES 

CROPS, 6 PIGS AND 20 RABBITS. FAkM ARE BEING ADDITIONAL A~IMALS 

CO~SIDEREO ALL ANIMALS CONTROLLEDFOR PURCHASE. ARE BEING 

BY SPANISH OFFICIALS. 

:~. A.F. CORUGDO, OFFIC~R A3 COMO~,LAISON TO TORREJON 

ATTZNDEDTHIS MEETING. HE SPEAKS SPANISHFLUENTLY.HE SAID VILLAGERS 

REACTEJVERYFAVORAB\VEAND WEREHVORE RELAXED.THEYARE THINK I~G 

'·.10REOF THE ~WMEY THEY ijl LL RECEIV;:~A THER THAN CF ANY UNKNOWN 

CONSEQUENCES FEARSGENERATAS OF THE ACDT. OR IMAGINED A RESULT 
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SECRET • ) DIPARTMENTOF DEFENSE ••) 
• NAUONAL COMMANDIIIUlAIY CENIDI 

IIESUIE CDml 

) 

THE 16AF CLAIMS OFFICER SAID THE LANJOWNERS WERE EXTRE~ELY COOPERATIVE. 

) THEY UNDERSTOOD THE SITUATION AND MADE NO OD.t.ANDS FOF. I W.':::DA E PAY-

Mt~T. TEY PREFERREDTO WAIT UNTIL TOTAL DAMAGES WERE ASSESSED. 
) 

TENTATIVE COST DA~AGED CROPS FOR TWO LANDOWNERSWAS ARRIVEJ 

) AT, J.E. $418.33 ANO $383.33. LAFDOWNERSAGREED TO MOVE 

\ THEtR FAXILIES OUT OF ARADURING CLEAN UP. 
) 

G.UNKNOWN 
\
-' H/ • NEGATIVE 

I~. MHU-20C CLIP IN ASSEMBLEY. 

) J.· EOD (USAF ANO NAVY), f!E:DICAL AND SECURITY ASSISTANCE IS BEING USED. 

-.<.S'AC\SECURITY GCARDS AND GUARDIA CIVIL ARE BEING usrn. 

~--- ,,,:;tlTG.I F. ABOVE.. . .. 

Jb- Jer::':5 ' 1 RUTHAN 17 6 E C R E f--. .> 

''(i}t1{{j:{ , 
..\ '·k~·.:~ECOVEREDMATERI AL ·,,AS TAKEN TO TORREJON AB FOR. FURTHER 
j. . ; ; • ' 

~EPACKAGINGBEFORE SHl?ME~T GY AIR TO ZI 

) ~.· NO NEi'iS RELEASE HAS SEEN iMCE FF;OM SI TE OR 16AF. 

,, ~-.: NO 
) 

_·0~. O. G. APOSTALCN, MAJ. HQ SAC, NUCLEAR.WtAPONS 

F.oFF-rCER, EXT. 3125, OFFUTT AFa. THIS REPORT t.iAS 

~ ~SUBMITTED SITE OF ACCIDENT. FROM GP-• 
-{ ....•.• 

,.,·BT 

) '..:.·.ADV CY NMCC ,. . . 
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' ' . . . . 
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.DEPARTMENTOF THE AIR FORCE 
STAFFMESSAGEBRANot 

INCOMINGMESSAGE
'.,":,•'~~,\ • .. :·. 't 
.~. ,_,., • L': 4 :AF IN: 51711 (21 °Jan '66) Pg 2 of' 4. t t.:- ·.,_ 

. ; .••. l: • 
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,. -: ....) ........ 

•·', '· 

•.• :, . 
) SMB F2002CZCHQA5832CEJB743. 

' 
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..._. , ... l. . . PP RUEAHQ 
• , ' ·, I :I \ · 

DE Rl£PWZ 10 0202143 fi-t ZNY SSSSS •• • : ; • :· • . ·~. ,_;_.. .•. 

P 2 021312 

..• FM DASA 

• ' i . . . •. • 

1 -BT··"""•'"'m·,2·• ·enc:. •.• •·•. 
! . 
; ...~ 
I 

6 E 6 R E T ~QRMERLYRES'FR 607033,leTEB BATAJ'NOFORN 

1. FQLOWING IS AEC OBSERVER TEAM STATUS REPORTON WEAPONS IN 

B-52/KC 135 ACCIDENT AT PALOMARES, SPAIN. AS OF TIME OF REPORT, 

2015022, THREE OF THE FOLR MK 28 Fl WEAPONSHAVE BEEN FOUND IN 
I 

CONDITION AS DESCRIBED BELOW: ·' 



OF HE RESIDUE RECOVERED. 

. . ··.• ; . • ·. 

..... ·.. 
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·:·, 
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IN A REMOTE AREA. 
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• DEPARTMENTOF THE AIR FORCE 
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INCOt/llNGMESSAGE' • 
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' 

•10<#.-f'""C R E T F6RMERLVRESTRICTEQ 9AH./MQVQRM,... 

Tl-£ TAIL WITH PILOT CHUTE PULLED OUT AND rnou~ IMPACT DAMACI: FOUND 

··.APPROXIMATELY100 FEET BACK ON TRAJECTORY PATH•• THE PIT HAS NOT 

BEEN FOUND. THE SECONDARY W 1TH WAS FOUND 

RESERVI IR FOUND IT ION UNKNOWN ON EDGE OF IMPACT CRATER--COND •. 

. so~ FUZING AND Fl~ING COMPONENTS INCLUDINGRECOVERED, READY SAFE 

SEITCH. FOSITION OF READY SAFE SWITCH CAN ONLY BE DETERMINDE BY 

-'LATER POST MORTEM •• WEAPON THREE: APPARENT LOW ORDER DETONATIONON 

IMPACTWITHIN200 FEET OF INHABITED STRUCTURES; ·-· 
·: . 
; --~~OF HE .RESIDUE RECOVERED. ONE RUPTURED RE SERVO IR 
j 

BELIEVEDTO BE FROM THIS WEAPON THOUSANDABO APPROXIMATELY\ONE 

YARDSFRCM IMPACT POINT. NO FUZ ING ANO FIR ING1COMPONENTS WEAPON • 

RECCNEREDAS YET 

3. _AL;PHA IMPACT CRATERS 2 OR 3) 'couNTS IN ONE OF HE (WEAPON 
.• • I 

HAVE BEEN RECffiDED AS HIGH AS 450,000 CPM. THE OTl-£R CRATER HAS 

.,. 
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. DEPARTMENTOFTHEAIR FORCE 
STAFFMESSAGEBRANot 

INCOMING •MESSAGE 

_: :AF IN : 5f711 . ( 21 Jan (56) 

) • ANO AT LEAST ONE NAVY VESSEL. 

1
5. WEAPONRESIDI.£ FROM THREE WEAPONS ARE TO BE SHIPPED VIA TRUCK•••• 

. 

• PAGE 3 RUEPWZ10 S. E G R i T f'0RMEl:?1Y f:?ESIRIcn;:g9ATAn40FOR~I 

.) TO SAN JAVIER, THEN BY AIRCRAFT TO TORREJON A IR BASE FOR REPACKAGING 

•. AS NECESSARY. CCMMUNICATIONS LIMITED AT THE FACILITIES EXTREMELY 
..•. 

'ACCIDENT SCENE WHICH REQUIRES DEL IVERY OF O.ASSIFIED ~SSAGES TO' 

TORREJONFOR TRANSMISSION-TTHE CONUS. GP-1. 

BT .... 
_· . _\ .· 
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TEAM STATUS REPOiH ON WEAPONS IN 
~'tli:f:i.t" . 
: '. _-::.r.:tr._: ..•;~ -: ! 

B-52/I(C 135 ACC !DENT AT PALOMARES,SPAIN. AS OF T !ME OF REPORT, 

2915J2Z, THREE OF THE' FOUR MK 28 Fl WEAPONSHAVE BEEN FOUND IN 

CONOIT ION AS OESCR !SEO BELOW: 

2 • WEAPONON~CV1ii54327): RELATIVELY I NT ACT AFTER IMPACT 1N REMOTE 

A.,EA~·THREETAIL Fl°NS MISSING, PILOT CHUTE PULLED our,NOSE 
' . ' PARTII-LLY CRUSHED, RACK ATiACi-~D TO LUGS, READY SAFE SWITCH .IN SAFE· 

?OSITlCN. \'/c.APCN TWO: APPARENT LOW CROER DETONATIONON. IMPACT '·• 

(Rt,wod1"tio11o/CA(~"'""'!1'i11111hol1or in part i1 r,,,111·11tr•tftrithout nppru"'.'I o/ THF: OFl'ICE OF_PRI,"iARY RF:SPONSIDll,fTY.J 
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51711 (21 Jan 65) 

-· ... 

IN A REMOTE AREA. OF HE RESIDUE RECOVERE:O. .
1 • ••• 

p;,c 2 RUZPJZ ·1:c;; .. E ,;; R E T FOF./,\ERLt 1'ESTR ICTEB B.A.TA/NSFQ,HJ- t 
,. , 

HZ TAIL \'l!T:-i PILOT CHUTEPL."-LEDOUT AND ffiOUKl !!,!PACTDAMAG::FOUND I
.....---·--·........~. ;-APPROXlMATELY 100 fEET BACK ON TRAJECTORY PATri •• THE PIT. HAS NOT 

•I :... 

SEEN FOU~:J .. THE S:::CONDARY WASFOUND VI 1TH 

RESE:Rv::R Foi;:-.:o ON EDGE Of IMPACT CRATER--CONDITION UNKNOWN. 

sc::,,.z FUZING AND Fl~ING COMPONENTSRECOVERED,INCLUDING·READYSAFE 

S::ITCH. fOSli:ON OF READY SAFE SNITCH CAN ONLY BE DETERMINDE BY 

.LATER POST MC?<TE:,:. WEAPONTHREE: APPARENT LOV/ ORCER OE TONA TI ON ON 

IMPACT WITHIN 2~0 FEET OF INjlABITEO STRUCTURES. 
•. . . . . ·-

; ,;_. ~-•··· ......: .••_ ,· .•--- Or H~ RESIOUt: .RECOVERED.ONE RUPTURED RE SERVO IR 

. BEL lEVED TO SE FROM TH IS WEAPONABO APPROX :MATEL Y ONE THOUSAND 
' 

YARDS FRC:,: \1!EA?ON IMPACT POINT. NO fUZ ING AND FIR ING COMPONENTS· 

RECO✓ ERED AS YET 

3, ALPHA COUNTS IN ONE OF Tl-~ IMPACT. CRATERS <WEAPON2 OR 3) 

P.AVE fx:EN RECCROED AS HIGH AS 4,a, 000 CPM. THE OTI-ER CRATER HAS 

ALPHA READINGS, BUT PRECISE FIGURES NOT AT HANO AS THIS MESSAGEIS 

PREPARED. ., 

4. THE. s::;..;~CH IS CONTINUINGFOR Tt-:t FOURTHWEAPONUllL IZ ING. 
,. 

•APfROXIMATELY 400 PERSONN~LON FOOT, ALL AVAILABLE AIRCRAFT, 
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.J 

C718 
CJij8 069/21 CIEP493EIB650CEC113 

00 RUEKDA 

DERUTQBN21 0202111 I ' ~ l \ 
I I ' 

fOH!'RCHLY DATARESflUGTED -ZNY SSSSS 
Jl,.uuJieas RESDl\TinFoFelgn

0 202110Z ZFF-4 Dissemination·SubSect IJfOII144tf 
MemieEtlergyAet of Jest 

~ '•- ......,.. .. ....-. 
FM 16AF TORREJON AB SPAIN 

TO RUEKDA/SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

_,, RUCSC/SAC 

BT -· 

S [ ~ RESTRleTED 09014, JAN 66. SECTIONR ET FQRMERLY SATA/~OEQRN/DS 

~ 1 OF 2. RYAN. FOR OFFICIAL FOR SEK DEF ATSD(AE); SAC FOR GENERAL USE 

ONLY. SPEClAL HANDLING (SE AFR 127-4). MAJORREQUIRED FROM 

GENERALBECK AIR FORCE, TORREJON AT SIXTEENTH AB SPAIN. 

REFERENCEYOURMESSAGE 1972 FROM SECRET/FRO/DEF ATSD <AE). 

SUBJECT: B-52/KC-135 ACCIDENT ON SOUTHEAST 17SfAINISH COAST, 

JAN.·THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONEL1.NFORMATIONIS FURNISHED: 

1. STATUSOF SEARCH. 

A. A TAIL CLOSING PLATE TO THE AFT RING OF THE MOF ATTACHED 

ACT .... AE-1 

INFO ... CJCS-1 DJS-3 J3-8 NMCC-1 SECDEF-7 ASD/ISA-9 GC-1 ASD/PA~l 

__., .wlt-:3 ST-1 CSA-2 CNO-2 CSAF-1 CMC-7 FILE-1(49)GB/M 

SANITIZED 
. ..I E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5 

J OS-/ 
PAGE 1 OF 9By_ir;__ NARA Dae /-/3-()/, 



..,_:_steRET- DEPARTMENTOF DEFENSL 
NATIONAL COMMANDMILITARY CENTER 

MESSAGE-CENTER 

HOUSING,AND IDENTIFIED NUMBER FOUNDAS A PART OF WEAPON FOUR, WAS 

WITHINTHE DISASTER BIVOUAC WILL BE MEDE TOCONTROL AREA. EFFORTS 

DETERMINE IT WAS IN BY A SEARCHER TO REST WHETHER BROUGHT OR CAME 

AT THE POINT WHERE FOUND.THE POINT IN QUESTION IS SITUATED 

ABOUT100 YARDS FROMTHE B-52 TAIL SECTION ANDLIES GENERALLY 

BETWEEN FOUND THE BEACH THAT IMPACTEDTHE WEAPON NEAR AND WHICH 

IN THE VILLAGE OF PALAMARES. HAD BUT THE THE MDF NOT FUNCTIONED 

PLATEAND PULLED FROM HOUSINGRING HAD AWAY THE PARACHUTE SHEERING 

THE RIVETS WHICH ATTACHTHE RING TO THE HOUSING. BASEDON 

INFORMATION THE 68TH BOMB WASLOADEDONFROM WING, THIS WEAPON 

LOWERLEFT. IMMEDIATELY IT HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED THE WEAPON ABOVE 

-~ AS THAT FOUND NEARTHE BEACH AND IS THE FIRST.ON THE AIRCRAFT"S 

PROJECTEDFLIGHT WEAPONPATH. THE NEXT ON THIS PATH IS THE ONE 
.': 

....· 

WHICHIMPACTED OF PALAMARES. WASTHEIN THE VILLAGE ITS POSITION 

LOWERRIGHT. THE WEAPON DOWN PATH, ANO ~HICHFARTHEST THE FLIGHT 

IMPACTEDIN THE HILLS BEYOND WAS ON THE UPPER PALAMARES, LOADED 

RIGHT. ASSUMING PLATE IN QUESTION TO REST THE TAIL CLOSING CAME 

~J WHEREFOUND,THE POSSIBILITY THATWAPONFOUR IMPACTED IN THE 

- WATEROFFSHOREIS ENHANCED. 

8. INTERROGATION REPORTED OBSERVED-OF WITNESS TO HAVE PARA 

PAGE 2 OF 9 61642 
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'SECRET- DEPARTMENTOF DEFENS~ 
NATIONAL COMMANDMILITARY CENTER 

MESSAGECENTER 

CHUTESIS CONTINUING. IS CONTINUING SEARCH WITH MINESWEEPER 

ASSISTANCE BY 07302 21 JANUARYEXPECTED 1966. 

2. STATUS WEAPONS:OF RCOVERED 

A. THE FOLLOWING CONDITION LOCATEDDESCRIBES OF THE WEAPON 

NEARTHE BEACH: 

(1) THE ARM-SAFE WAS INDICATING SWITCH "SAFE." 

(2) LOADING WERE IN THE MB-3 RELEASE LUGS STILL ENGAGED 

MECHANI SM. 

(3) THE TAIL CLOSING PLATEHAD TORN AWAYFROMTHE REAR 

CASE AND THE PILOT CHUTE HAD RING AT END OF CASE HAO DEPLOYED. 

NOT BEEN PULLED AWAY. 

(4) BOMB DEPRESSED SLIGHTLY,FROMIMPACT.NOSE INWARD, 

(5) THREEOF THE FOUR BOMBFINS WERE TORNAWAYAND 

MISSING: 

CA) THE THREE FINS AND TAIL CLOSING PLATEHAVE 

NOT BEEN FOUND. 

(6) RSP ACCES WASMADEINTO BATTERY COMPARTMENT. 

BATTERYWAS TRITUIM PROVEDNEGATIVE.ALPHAREMOVED. MONITORING 

MONITORING NEGATIVE.PROVED 

(7) THE WEAPON PARACHUTE WERESEPARTEDAND ASSEMBLIES 

_i 

PAGE 3 OF9 
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'SECRET- ( DEPARTMENTOF DEFENSE' 
NATIONALMILITARYCOMMANDCENTER 

MESSAGECENTER 

ANDINDIVIDUALLYLIFTED BY HELICOPTER INTO TRANSPORT TRUCK. 

B. FOLLOWINGPERTAINSTO WEAPON WHICHIMPACTEDIN VILLAGE 

,; OF PALAMARES: 

(1) HIGH ~XPLOSIVE HADEXPERIENCEDLOWORDERDETONATION 
/ ' 

PCT OF I-VE WAS RECOVEREDIN SMALL PIECES AND 

) SLIVERS). 

(2) SECONDARYWAS IN THE CRAtER. 

--

_) 

_) 

FEET"ACROSSANDSIX FEET 

DEEP. 

(3) THE TR I TU IM BOTTLE HADBEENBLOWNINTO THE POTT ING 

MATERIALOF THE FIRE SET. BOTTLE RECOVEREDABOUT25 FEET FROM 

CRATER. 

(4) THE AFTERBODY ANDPARA-PACKHADBEENBLOWNABOUTONE 

HUFDREDYARDSAWAY.THE MDF HADFUNCTIONEDANDTHE PILOT CHUTE 

HADSPILLEDOUT. THE MAIN CHUTEQAS OUT OF THE RUPTURED AFTER­

BODYCASE BUT WAS STILL IN THE CHUTE COVER. 

(5) FRAGMENTSOF THE WEAPON CASEWEREFOUNDWITHINONE 

HUNDREDYARDSIN ALL DIRECTIONS FROMTHE CRATER. 

(6) RECOVERYWASMADEOF: 

PAGE 4 OF 9 61642 
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( • DEPARTMENTOF DEFENSl 
ffATfDNAL COMMANDMILITARY CENTER 

MESSAGECINTER 

·<A) SECONDARY-• 
. , 

·-

( 8) WEAPONCASE 

_,; 

CC)TRITIUMBOTTLE- MASHEDINTO POTTING MATERIAL 

, AND BENT MASHED .APPEARED ..PARTS OF FIRE SET. WAS AND BUT INTACT 

CD) WEAPON BENT MANGLED •AFTERBODY- ANO FROM 

EXPLOSIONAND IMPACT. 

CE) PARA-PACK - MAINCHUTESTILL IN CANVAS CASING; 

PILOT CHUTE SPILLEDOUT BUT INACT. 

CF) HIGH EXPLOSIVE-RECOVERED 

...,,; SMALL PIECES- CHI PS, SLi VERS). 

C. FOLLOWINGRELATESTO WEAPON IMPACTEDWHICH IN HILLS 
../ 

BEYONDPALAMARES: 

(1} AFTEBODY INTACT PILOT CHUTE DEPLOYED.FAIRLY WITH 

(2) SECONDARY CRATER 3·FEET • IN SMALL 3-5 FEET A~ROSS; 

DEEP. 

•..1 (3) HIGH EXPLOSIVE IN PILE ON EDGE OF CRATER EXCEPTFOH_ 

--· SOME PIECES SCATTERED 300 FEET RADIUS. SMALL OVER 

·..,..• BT 
PAGE5 OF 9 61642 
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, - SECRET◄ ( DEPARTMENTOF DEFENSP/ 
NATIONAL COMMANDMILITARY CENTER 

MESSAQECENTER 

u:sx C-719 JCS -14 7 R-02 

CIEP5001A289CEF677 

00 RUEKDA 

DE RUTQBN 22 0202111 

ZNY SSSSS 

0 2021102 ZFF-4 

FM 16AF TORREJON AB SPAIN 

TO RUEKDA/ OF DEFENSE SECRETARY 

RUCSC/SAC 

BT 

, ~ i: 9 ft ! T f GRMe:RLY 09014, JAN 66. RESIRICTeQBATm'NOFORN/OS 

FINAL SECTION OF 2. 

(4) WEAPON WEAPON BADLYBROKENCASE ANO INTERNAL PARTS 

UP ANO MANGLED BY IMPACT ANDDETONATION. 

(5) RECOVERY MADE .WAS OF: 

. CA) SECONDARY- CRACKED EXCEPTBUT INTACT FOR SMALL 

PIECE BROKEN OUT 

CB) TRITIUM BOTTLE- AND FOUNDMASHED RUPTURED. 

6 I 6 4 2 

CALL 53337 
FOR tUH>::iHC 
SED\lit'I:' 

i \ 'f IV-... 

12i DOOqZ 
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I 1r='SECRET._ / 
DEPARTMENTOF DEFENSE 

NATIONAL COMMANDMILITARY CENTER 
MESSAGECENTER 

ABOUT1500 FEET FROM IMPACTPOINT. 

CC) HIGH EXPLOSIVE RECOVERED CHUNKS- IN SMELL 

CD) WEAPON PARTS FRAGMENTED.CASE AND INTERNAL -

CE) AFTERBODY - INTACTBUT DENTED BY IMPACT AND 

DETONATION. 

CF) PARA-PACK~ MAINCHUTEINTACTANO INSIDE 

AFTERBODY. DEPLOYED, ANDPARTIALLYBURNED.PILOT CHUTE SCORCHED 

D. WEAPONSANDDEBRIS, EXCEPT FOR TAIL CLOSING PLATEFOR 

WEAPONFOUR~ARE IN TRANSIT REPACKINGTO TORREJON. WILL BE 

ACCOMPLISHED OF AEC PERSONNEL AIR­WITH ASSISTANCE AND ITEMS 

LI FT ED TO Z I . 

3. STATUSOF RADIATION ANO ACTIONS: COUNT 
' 

J A. PAC IS MONITORING CIRCLES IMPACTIN CONCENTRIC ABOUT 

SITE IN VILLAGE OF PALAMARES REVEALEDON 19 JANUARY HIGHEST 

READINGSON AZIMUTH OF 80 DEGRE~SAT 60 FEET FROM IMPACTPOINT. READ-. 

WAS1,500,000 CPM AT THAT DISTANCE.AT 120 FEET READING WAS 

45,000 CPM AND AT 330 FEET 5000 CPM. HIGHEST READINGAT POINT 

OF IMPAACT WAS600,000 CPM.FORCE OF BLAST WASON AZIMUTH OF 

PA(l: 7 OF 9 61642 
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DEPARTMENTOF DEFENSl 
NATIONAL COMMANDMILITARY CEHIER 

MESSAQECENTER 

80 DEGREE AND PARTICLES IN THATDIRECTION.METAL ARE PREDOMINATLY 

SIMILARREADINGt REFLECTED REDUCTIONON 20 JANUARY A SIGNIFICANT 

IN ALPHA COUNT,WITH A HIGH OF 450,000 AT 30 FEET ON AN AZIMUTH 

- OF 1350 DEGREES. ON THE 80 DEGREE AT SIXTY FEET WAS READING AZIMUTH 

120,000, WITH HIGHEST READING AZIMUTHON THAT OF 130,000 AT THIRTY 

FEET. ACTIONS ANDPRECAUTIONSINDICATEDIN MESSAGE OF 19 JANUARY ARE 

CONTINUING. SPAINISH ARE PRESENT ADDITIONALLY, AEC AUTHORITIES 

WITHA MOBILE AND ARE TESTING PERSONNEL,LABORATORY VILLAGE 

HOMES~WATER, SOIL. AS FAR AS IS KNOWN AND AT THIS TIME, NO 

SERIOUSPROBLEMS DEVELOPED. TO INCLUDE HAVE DECONTAMINATION 

SCRAPPINGAND OF SOIL, LEACHING, REMOVAL ETC. WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED. 

_; COORDINATION WITHSPANISH IS BEING AUTHORITIES EFFECTED. 

B. PAC IS MONITORING POINT IN HILLS BEYOND OF IMPACT 

PALAMARESON 19 JANUARY REVEALED OF 210,000 CPM A HIGH READING • 

~J AT 15 FEET. WHILE ANDTHIS: AREA IS UNINHABITED HAS LITTLE IN THE 

WAYOF VEGETATION, NOTED GOATSARE HERDED IN'.·HIEIT WAS THAT 

GENER.ALVICINITYOF THE IMPACT. MEASURES_DECONTAMINATION REQUIRED 

-· NOT YET DETERMINED. 

C. URINGSAMPLES BEEN FROMEOD RADIOLOGICAL HAVE OBTAINED 

PERSONNEL READINGS OR CLOTHING NMTFOR ANALYSIS. ON SHOES HAVE 

,..,·' 
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DEPARTMENTOF DEFEN~A:. 
NATIONAL COMMANDMILITARY CENTER 

MESSAGECENTER 

EXCEEDED OF COMMAND BIVOUACAREAON15,000 CPM. AIR SAMPLES POST AND 

19 KANUARY WERENEGATIVE. OF CRASHED SPOT MONITORING AIRCRAFT 

PARTSSHOWED IN EXCESS SPOTS OF CONTAMINATION OF 2,000,000 CPM. 

- WATER TAKEN IN PALAMAES PERSONNELSAMPLES AT WELLS BY USAFE WERE 

SENT TO LABORATORY FOR ANALYSIS. 

GP-1 APPLIES. 

BT 

NNNN 

- ..) 

REF l972(AE) 

ADV CY TO OSD NMCC 
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SECRET 

NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 
• 19 JANUARY. -1966t 8&30 PM, EST 

SPECIAL SITUATION REPORT FOR THE. WHITE - HOUSE 

B~52/KC•l35 ACCIDENT 

BOTH THE 9.;.52 AND THE KC.;.135 INVOLVED IN THE. MID~AIR 
COLLISION IN-SPAIN CARRIED· CLASSIFIED MATERIAL NECESSARY FOR 
THE ACCOMPLISHl'IENT OF THEIR MISSION.. SOME OF THE MATERIAL 
HAS BEEN RECOVERED, - SOME· IS KNOWN-TO HAVE BEEN DESTROYED: BY 
FIRE AND SOME IS STILL-UNACCOUNTED FOR-•. COMPLETE ·.LISTS OF. 

-CLASSIFIED MATERIAL ABOARD EACH AIRCRAFT ARE MAINTAINED. AND 
ACCOUNTING IS BEING ACCOMPLISHED AS THE SEARCH PROGRESSES~ • 
INCLUDED -ARE. COMMUNICATIONS PROCEDURES, AIRCRAFT· AND EQUIPMENT 
OPERATING MANUALS, TARGET MATERIALS INCLUDING MAPS -AND PHOTO.;. -

- GRAPHS, CREW PROCEDURE CHECK LISTS,. AND OTHER 'REQUIRED ITEMS.0 

CLASSIFICATION RANGES FROM CONFIDENTIAL TO TOP SECRET. -WHEN. 
TH£ SEARCH IS COMPLETED ALL HISSING MATER.IAL·WILLBE KNOWN 
AND APPROPRIATE SECURITY MEASURES WILLBE TAKEN TO COUNTER 

\• THE· POSSIBILITY.THAT THEY. MAY HAVE. FALLEN INTO· UNAUTHORIZED I 

HANDS~ . - .I 
\ 

BT l 
' I 

UEClASSlFT.ED 
E.O. 123S6. Sec.3,4 

~NLJ BB dJ/5 
nv~ NARA. DareJ-.;IZ:-5I 
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CRU971 
00 RUE?WW• : --

• ZNY TTTTT ZOV RUEPCR 
T WHITE OUSE - • - ·: 
MVV •• HQA791 -- - , _. -.·," -
00 RUZPCR · . f • • . • J:• 
DE RUEAHQ 32 0200143 

.: .;Zt"lY tTTTT. •. • 
0 200142Z .... - ·, < • 

> F~ CSAF .:'-°··' • •. __: · - . 
ro WHIT£ HOUSE LT COL CROSS AR~ED.FORCES AID£ TO THE PRESIDENT BT : • • .. · • . 

--1· e>:p s .s c·a··s t ·oATA- ATOMICENERsYACT j954. FROMNMcc, 
--A~ATIONAL MlLIT ARY COl'fllJANDCENTE.~. • •• 

19 J·ANUART 19&6, 4/30- PM EST. : · . 
·SPECIAL SITUATION REPORT FOR THI WHIT!: MOUSE 
B-52/KC• 135 ACCIDENT IN SOUTHEASTERN SPAIN . 

. THE. FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS flJRNISHED ON THE RECOVERY . 
AND SEARCH OPERATIONS FOR TH! WEAPONSFROM THE B•52/1(C•t3!> • 

_ CRASH Hl SOUTHEASTER?fSPAIN. . • . -
ONE tf!APON w~sLOCATED 200 YARDS FRO!'t TH£ SHOREl.INE 

•. AND-RECOVEREDINTACT. THE WEAPON DID NOT BREAK UP, AND 

.,,. 
PA3£ -~2 RUEAHQ 32 f 6 P S ! C ft .! T 

• THERE ARr:: NO RADIATION EFFECTS IN !HE AREA. 
• A SECOND WEAPON WASLOCATED IN A VEGETABLE GARDEN 

IN PUEBLO PALAMARES APPROXI~ATELY TWO MILESNORTHWEST OF THI 
FI~ST. THE VEAPON WAS BROKEN U? TO THE EXTENT THAT RADIATION 

• FROt1 FRAGMENTS OF Pl.UTONIUi.'l IN THE WEAPON HAS BEEN MONITORED 
IN THE Ii"!~EDIATE AREA. ·FRAGMENTS ARE BEING REMOVED AND 
STANDA~D OECONTA~INATION PRACTICES ARE UNDERWAY. THE 
V.EGETA.BLES. IN THE GARDEN ARE BEING BOUGHT AHD DESIR0YED. 

• Ttv.: THIRD WEAPON VAS LOCATED IN A ROC~Y UNINHABITED AREA 
ABOUT ONE MILE '1JESi OF PUEBLO PAL~MARES. THE WEAPONIS I~ A 
SI~ILAR CONDITION TO THE SECOND WEAPON. 

ALL ARtAS WHERE WEAPO~S ARE LOCATED OR COMPONENTS ARE 
UNDER GUARD. 

THE RE!'!AINING WEAPON CJ-OURTH)IS-STILL. UNACCOUNTED 
FOR AMO THE SEARCH FOR IT IS CONTINUING. , 

THE CnA SH SITE". AREA IS LOCATED IN·.-A VERY SPARSEl.Y 
· POPULATED1 REMOTE AREA OF SPAIN. • 

BT. 

NNNf-1 
.......... ..~; "'- ..,.. 

\ 
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INCOMINGMESSAGE 
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11 3191923 
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;~1)'1_;\ffNA/ONS i< IRTLA:\1O AFB NMEX 

,'<:.J.'.':1~iF/j£PUTY TIG USAF NORTON AFB .CA_llF 

RueSC/ SAC .;.: 
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~ '° ~ -~ z ~ 

C •'TJ:x 
~ ~ RUfT~S/BAF ~ESJOVER AFB ~ASS ~ ~ 

l> <% "'l 
CRUE83AA/AFSC .,, - C 

I 0' Ch en 
·•

! N 
I• i 

DECLASSIFIED . ,, ~1 . i t RUlVGMt¼ISAA'.'.AKELLY AFS TEXAS 
E.O.13292, Sec. 3.~15· ' f . NLJ oS-1'/ 

- - ' I 
ltJ'.'i'j fi L / 0 0 A'.: A H I LL ·"-F 5 LI T AH 

R•JCVSK/SAC OTSL CARSV1ELLAF8 TEXAS ., -~{E 
_,..,;. 

By.~, NARA, Date • 

UJfjJ[f&fjJl ~UCVHV/42AD _;,BLYTH~VILL£ AFB A_R_K}NSAS 

j 
j 

. ~l . -

https://MESSA.GE


.. · ( 
• _.:... ,: # 

I 
.. •. 

•.._.. : ..._ . ·.. -. ;:.. - l 
DEPART.MENTOFTHEAIR FORCE 

· STAFF BRANCH.MESSAGE 
INCOMIN~~ESSAGE_ 

I: I 

. .•RUE T SR 132 U1 '.J TURNER AFB GA . .. 

5T ' •....... \ .. ••_,,,,.,-
, ... 

i' s.fe<eR E T f811MERLV ~t SHI I CTEB g.tIO fNO FOREIGN /0 S 39309, JAN 66. 

FO~ ~SAF/.t,rllS AND AFSSS-AE; or:S/AFINS; AFSC/SCIZ; AFLCn!CASS; 

~4.' 1 ,';/SA·''.'T; f,FS':'!C/S1;'\IN AND l~.;FC SACLO; OOA1/A/CCYS; SAC/DCSC\ 
-. 
i ,PlC l~.FC :.:.'4E; 2AF ANO 8AF/DS; 42AD ANO 322Au/DS. REPCrH OF

I 
l·UCLEAR. ACCIDENT ~oROKEN ARRO'/!); SUPPLEVTA(REPORT NR 3. 

:Ii·_ FOR OF·FICIAL USE ONLY. SPECIAL _HANDLING REQUIREJ (SEE AFR 127-4) • 
. 
A• irn C H A N G :: • 

1~. OF THE THREE ~:K 28 !!EA?ONS LOCATED O~lE HAS A READABLE NU'.'!3ER 

.':'t-llCH IS 54327. SEARCH IS CONTINUING FOR FOURTH WEAPON. T'.':C 

u.s. ~JAVY ',!l~;E S~'!EEPERS, EQUIPPED '.'!ITH SONAR, FRC\' BARCELO~:A, 

PAGE 2 RUTGBN 11 6 E e R E T 

i ':i'AU~, HAV~ SEO! REQUESTED AND SHOULD 3E ON THE SCE~E IN ·36 
I 
\ .. ;;ou~s TG .\Ii: IN UNDERWATER SEARCH. 

• I 

I 

,,1 

. : . FL I G-HT , A?P:?C X I ~ A TE L Y F I V E . M I LE S LO }IG • 
',: . • • 

\'. . ;; !" ~ T HR U J • :;0 CH A NG E • 

AVAILABLE AT THIS Tl~E. 
. . 

·" - > - .·-·.; .- .. 

I 

-·· -~ ·,;;~~-~. _.--. ~):.: -. -·:· .. ::·::_:·.·.::_-,,. .,.~··: ~ ~ ···.• · _ _·. ~oPv ._N,o·.- • ~-
; -. \:c; :::•'.;}+~ ~ ~'~ ~ 1 

1. -'.•- : PRESaWATl()N• •. i·; ' COPV·_.' 
.. --·-.:-' --~~~~?/:~~-~}:,:~ ;:=:~ t~-·i-:~-~~bi•~·..=:•~;~~~.-:~'·_.:·;..:.... __--~~~.. ·:..·.~· -- # t.. ; ·}~_:-...\~-,~::~:.:_:.,:~ :.-;;~ ... ·-~_; -- •-:-·•- :~·•_t·:--= ~_._ :: 



':' • ":.. •' ·• • . -· . ....... . .....-·:-:. . 
. -.~ 

:. • ·-· 

--r . lllil . 

,.·:<~....: 
. ..- .,..,. 

L. ALL RESIDUE 

SILAS MASO~, 
•' 
i.,. 
! 

• i O. CA PT A 11-i~ 0 S S 

3113. 

?. S'J8~11TTE~ l:i 

GP-1 APPLIES. 
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•DEPARTMENT ·OFJHE.AiR FORCE 

STAFF BRANCH.MESSAGE 
INCOMINGMESSAGE ... 

WILL BE RECOVERED, PACKAGED, ANO RETUR~:EO TO 

A)'.ARILLO, TEXAS • 

C COX , 16 A F C I R E C T OR A TE O F SA F £ T Y , EXT J 4 4 5 0~ 

ACCORuANCE lf1 1TH Afrt 127:-4, PAR 17A(2). 
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OlrARTMENT OF DEl'ENSf =51:CRET •n1J111.amnC11111wacnma, 
lllllUlfmm.t SEC 1/2 OF .... 5 9 1 4 1 

CALL 53337 A905/20/CS076/R·2 
FOR N,"iC C /MC 
SERVICE 

00 Rl£ i<OA · I 2D O 6 5 2 Z 

OE i<UTQB1~ 13 0192233 fMMIDIAI 
Z1H SSSSS 

0 19222 02 Z FF 4 READOWH/ST/ANMCC/NEACP/NECPA 
l.._NfJFORN 

FM 16AF TORREJON AB SPAIN Rt;>·~·n~c~·eoFOFMERLU DATAt , · t •0 L .... , I 1: 

TO Rl.f KOA/SECRET <-Handle in fgreign ARY Of DEFENSE as RESBAT 
Dissemination-SblbSect14.4bRUCSC/SAC 
Atamie&lergyM 9f .195j 

Bl ...--------·..•'-•·····--· ..._ ' ..-, .....-·-·---·•---·-·······. 

, & [CI< E 1 Hlh~,ERLY F<t:STFtl8fCO DAiJVNOF0f1£lb,'j,'8S 09010, JAt-. 66. 

SECTION I Of II. FOR SEC DEF ATSOCAD; SAC FOR GEN£RAL RYAN. fOk 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY. SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRt.O CStt. AFR 127-4). 

FkOr.1MAJCR GENERAL BECK AT SIXTEtNTH AIR FORCE, TORREJON AB,SPAIN. 

kEfERE;~cE YOUk MESSAGE SECRET/FRO/OH 1972, DATE.D 19 JAN 1966. 

FQLO~ I NG IS QUOTE OF 16AF ~1SG OS 09008 ON ~H ICH SECDEf VJAS i~OT 

AN ADDF\ESSEE: QUOTE. REFERENCE SEC OEF MSG DEF 1972 FROM ATSD CAD. 

SUBJECT: B-52/ KC-135 ACCIDENT ON SOUTHEAST SPANISH COAST, 17 JAN. 

Th£ FOLLOWING ADO IT IONAL INFOR~1AT ION IS FlJRN ISHEO: 

ACT.... AE-1 

INFO... CJCS-1 JDS-3 J3-8 NMCC-1 SECDEF-7 ASD/ISA-9 ASD/PA-1 GC-1 

WH-3 CSA-2 CN0-2 CSAF-1 CMC-7 FILE-1(48)GB/M DECLASSIFJED 
E.O. U3S6, Sec.3.4 
NIJ Ba c}~of1 .. 

v~ IVJ\RA. Darr r:)-// z / 
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DlrARTMENT OF DEFINSF I 
\,_$.fCR&F •1111111....,..,. Clllllll9 cnnq 

IIIDlllfeBIIU 

A. ONE WEAPON APPROXIMATELY200 YARDS ON SHORE I~ A TRUCK I·,. 

GARDENINGAREA. NO HABITAT IONS IN !~MEDIATE VICINITY. PILOT CHUTE 

DEPLOYEDON IMPACT. WEAPON D 10 NOT BREAK UP. NO RADIATION 
( 

AFFECTS IN AREA. 

6. ANOTHERWEAPONLOCATED APPROXl!v,ATEL Y TWO /vi ILES NORTHWESTOf 

FIRST IN A VEGETABLEGARDEN~ ITHIN PUEoWOPALAi'i1AkE.S.PILCH CHUTE 

DEPLOYEDON IMPACT. WEAPON BADLY BROKEN UP. SECONDARYEXPOSED. 

PIT NOT LOCATED A1~D APPARENTLY DC:.STROYED.CONSIOERAaLEH.E. 

k[COVERED. ALPHA IN GENERALAREAOf l~PACT MEASU~iD AT 5000 

COUNTS PER MINUTE WITH A MIXllwlU~, Of 185,00~ CPiv, IN llv1~iEDIATE 

VICINITY Of 'i'IEAPONRtiYINA1'iTS.ans OF WEAPON COlv1PCNENTSRi:.ADNIN 

EXCESS OF TWO MILLION CPM. REMOVAL Of ALL REMNANTSOF ~EAPO~ 

UNDERWAY.VEGETABLES IN CONTAMINATEUAREA BEING aOUGHT AND WILL 

BE DESTROYED.DECONTAMINATION WILL BE E.fFECTED IN ACCORDANCEWITH 

00-110A-8. 
l 

C. OT HER YJEAPON LO CAT ED ABO UT ONE MILE WEST OF PUEi3LO PALAMARES 

IN AN UNINHABITED AREA. WEAPON CONDIT ION SIMILAR TO AaO~E. 

PORT ION OF PIT HAS BEEN RECOVERED. AREA IS ROCKY AND SUPPOIH S 

NO VEGETATION.DETERMINATION OF DECONTAMINATION REQUIRE~ENTS IS 

UNDERWAY. 

\ 

PAGE 2 OF 7 59141 
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Dll'ARTMENT OF DUINSF ·5ECREt= •IW MIUTIIY a:11ua mnq 
--mm, 

D. ALL AREAS WHERE OR COMPONENTS WEAPONS LOCATED ARE UNDER GVAR □. 

E. REMAINING WEAPON UNACCOUNTEDST ILL FOR. SEARCh IS CONTINUING. 

f. THERE HAS BEE1~ EXTENSIVE COvERAGE 11~ THE SPANISH PRESS 17-19 

JAi~, V, 1TH PHOTO COVERAGE Of SCENE IN LATE.k ISSUES. HOWE'vc.R, 

STOREIS DO NOT CARRY CR IT I CAL COMh!ENT AND ARc. BE I NG TR~A TED S l111PLY 

AS AN u,~uSuAL NEWS EVENT. AMERICAN EMoASSY OfflCIALS REPORT 

SPANISli FOREIGH OFFICE IS Of THE OPINIOi~ THAT COVERAGi:. HA~ Rt.ACHED 

ITS PEAK ANO wILL 1~0WOE.CL .:> APPEAREDl1~E.. STRA IGliT ACCOU1~T Or~ THc. 

INSIDE PAGES OF THE 18 JAN ISSUES Of THE PAklS EDITION Of NY 

TIMES ANO TRIBUNE. ISSUES Of 19 JAN DID NOT CARRY ANY REFERENCE 

TO THE ACCIONET. FILM FROM ACCIONET SCENE HAS APPEARED ON SPANISH 

NAl IONAL TV ANO ACCOlJNT OVi:.k SPANISH RAD 10, S hAVE BEEN REPORTEO 

AGAIN wlTH NO CRITICAL COMMENT.QU£RIE.S FROM AMERICAN NEWS 

BUREAUS IN MADRID HAVE DIMINISHED APPRECIAdLY. REPRESENTATIVES 

Of UP I AND THE LONDON DA IL Y lvl IRROR HAVE aEEN REPORTED ON THE 

SCENE THIS DATE.. 

G. GENERALLYSPEAKING THE CRASH SITE. AkEA IS LOCATED IN A SPARSELY­

POPll.ATEO, REMOfE AREA Of SPAIN. 

H. PARAGRAPHSA THROUGHE IS A O IRECT QUOT AT ION Of A LETTER fRQt;i 

GENERAL BECK TO CINCSACN HAND-CARRIED TO THIS HtkUQUARTERSFROM 

PAGE 3 OF 7 59141 
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DEl'ARTMENTOF DEFENSf ~CRET lllllllaL.u'l'IIIYCIIiUlllCPIIII......... 
THE CRASH SITE. PARAGRAPHSf AND GARE AN EVALUAT IGN MADE BY 

PAGE 4 RUTQBi~ 13 SE C R E'. I NOFORN 

HEADQUARTERSSIXTEENTH A IR FORCE. 
( 

I. CAPTAIN ROSS C COX, 16Af DIRECTORATEOr SAFETY, EXT 3445 OR 

3113. REPORTED IAW AFR 127-4, PARA17AC2). GP-1 APPLIES. 

UNQUOTE.THE ABOVE QUOTED ~lESSAGEBASICALLY ANSWERS YOUR 

Ql£R IES. THE FOLLOW ING IS ADDEO AND REPRE.SENTS UPDATED INFORWtAT ION 

AS OF 1545Z, 19 JAN 66. 

AIR AND GROUND SEARCH IS CONTINUING FOR FOURTli WEAPON. ADDITIONALLY 

TWO REPORTS OF SPANISH CIVILIANS ARE BE.ING INVEST IGATEO. ONE OF 

THESE, A REPORT BY A F ISHEkW1AN,WOULO INDICATE THAT WEAPO~ STRUCK 

WATER ABOUT FIVE MILES OFF SHORE AND SANK. IN THE LIGHT OF 

( 

\ 

AIRCRAFT DEBRIS PATTERN THIS IS POSSIBLE. ANOTHER IS A REPORT B¥ 

A SPANISH SHEPHERD WHO WAS SITUUATED IN THE HILLS NEAR THE 

CRASH. hE REPORTS HAVING SEEN A WHITE OOUBLE PARACHUTE OF VERY 

LARGE SIZE WITH AN OBJECT OANGL ING FROM IT. THIS TOO IS POSS13LE 

ANO INTERROGATION PERSONNELARE CONTACT ING wITNE.SSEES. 

WEAP01~REFERREDTO 11~ PAKA A OF QUOTEDMESSAGEHAS BEE!~ RE.-

( 

COVEREDAND IS LOADED ON TRUCK. WEAPON IN PARA B, ALONG WITH ALL 

DEBRIS WHICH COLLD BE FOUND, IS AL.:>OLOAOEO. VIEAPuN IN PARA C 

,' 

I, 

PAGE 4 OF 7 59141 
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OErARTMENT OF DEFINS!' 
IIIIIIIAl IIIUflllf cem111,a-

--ID'ID 

IS READY FORLrnDlt--t; AND AWAITING ARRIVAL OF TRUCK. THERE ARE NO. 

KOADS IN THIS AREA OF VERY STEEP AND ROCKY HILLS. USE OF HELIA 

COPTER FOR RECOVERY WAS CONSIDERED UNDESIRABOESINCc. OUST COULD 
C 

SPREAD CONTAMINATION AND HELICOPTER WOLlD Of- Ni:.CESSITY PASS l~EAk 

GARDE,~PLOTS li'l AREA. tXPECT TO RrviOVE. WEAPONAND DeBIUS St 

110~2, 20 JANLJARY. ALL MATERIAL WILL BE TRUCKED TO SAi~ JAVIER ON 

lhE AFTER,~OONOF20 JANUARY ANO IMMt::0 I AT ELY LCAOED ABOARD A WA IT l,~G 

C-124 FOR TRANSPORTATION TO TORREJON. MATERIAL WILL d£ PLACED IN 

A,~ IGLOO ALREADY CLEAkt::D FOR THAT P~PO;:,E.. PACKAG ll~G AND 
C 

DISPOSITION ~ILL BE IN ACCORDANCE.WITh EXISTING DIRECTIVES. 

ThE O~'d DAlv1AGETO PROPERl Y IS IN THE VILLAGE OF PALAiv1ARE.SWHICH 

HAS A POPll.AT ION OF ABOUT 300 PERSONS. ONE WEAPON 11&\PACTED IN A 

GARDENPLOT WITHIN THE VILLAGE WITH A LOW-ORDERO(TONATION OF A 

PORTION OF THE HoE. A DOOR OF NEARBY HOUSE IS RtPORTED TO HAVE 

BEEN BLO'ln-J IN. NO PEJSONNEL WE.RE INJl1{ED. EXACT READINGS ARE 

BE ING TAKEN IN CONCENTRICCIRCLES ABOUT THE POINT OF IMPACT TO 

I NS URE PRE I CSE PLOTT I NG OF RAD IAT ION COUNT. B 10-E NV I RO NME NT AL 

PERSONNELHAVE ADVISED THAT THERE IS NO HAZARD TO PE-i!.SONNEL IN 

AREA EXCEPT THROUGh INGEST ION OF CONTAMINATED VEGETAdLt.S OR 
A1~ll'v1ALSWHICH HAVE EATEN CONTAl~.INATEU 'vEui:TATICN. WITH THr: 

ASSISTANCE OF THE GUARDIA CIVIL AND THE VILLAGE. ~,HOR, STEPS HA\/E 

BEEN TAKEN TO t([EP ALL PERSONNELOUT OF HAZAkDOUG AR£A. 

i3T PAGE 5 OF 7 59141 
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Dll'ARTMENTOF DUINSJ" SECREf:: 11111111.llllffllT Hml • - ~EC 2 OF .... 5 9 1 4 1 
-- CfJIID 

E699 /20/CS074/R2 

00 RUEKDA 

DE RUTQBN 14 0192233 

ZNY SSSSS 

0 192220Z ZFF 4 

FM 16AF TORREJON AB SPAIN 

TO RUEKDA/SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

RUCSC/S.4C 

BT 

...._,c e BET OATAJ'N0 09010, JAN 66. fOrtlilERLfRESIRICIED FSREISN,'06 

FINAL SEC OF TWO SECTIONS. 

4DDITIONALLY, AND BELIEEDCONTAMINATEDARE BEING CrtOPS ANIMALS 

PURCHASEDWITHCASH TO OWNERS. AREAIS QUITEPAYMENTS CRASH 

REMOTE.CLOSEST TO VILLAGE IS ATTELEPHONE OF PALAMARES 

CUEVASDE ALMOZORA, 30 MINUTES BY JEEP. PEOPLE ABOUT DESTANCE 

ARE QUITE CURIOUS ANDMOST, AT LEAST AT THE PRESENT, SEEMTO ENJOY 

THE EXCITEMENT. IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT UNDERSTANDMANY THE 

NUCLEARASPECTOF THE CRASH; THEY THATTHEHOWEVER APPRECIATE 

SITUATIONIS UNUSUAL. THE FOLLOWING PERHAPS WILL CAST SOME 

PAGE 6 OF 7 
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---DlrAITMENTOF DEFINSF 
allllllll.amlfft:lllfl•-

LIGHT ON ATTITUDE OF PEOFlE AND OFFICIALS.THE MAYOR, HAVING 

NOTICEDTHE EXTENSIVE EQUIPMENT, FORAUSE OF DETECTION ASKED 

CHECKOF HIS HANDS. A LEADING VILLAGECITIZEN'i\lTH HIM ASKED 

THATTHIS HAIR BE CHECKED. CHECKSWEREVISIBLYNEGATIVE 

WITHPARTIES THEIR OWN BOTHMENSEEMEDOBSERVING READING. 

PLEASEDANDDEPARTEDJOKINGABOUTTHE GRAY HAIR OF ONE OF THEM. 

THIS IS NOT TO SAY THAT THERE ANO THEREWILLIS NO CONCERN THAT 

NOT BE ~ORE AS THE EXCITEMENT IT WAS THATDIES DOWN, NOTED 

SPANISHCIVILIANS GUARDIA TO THE ~EAPONS ASAND CIVIL REFERRED 

\11SSILESRATHER BOMBS. CIVIL ANO THE SPANISH THAN THE GUARDIA 

Al~ FORCE HAE BEEN HELPFUL AFXIOUSTO SUPPORT THEEXTREMELY ANO 

EFFORT. 

l AM ONLY AWA~E OF TWO ONEOF THE PRESENCE NEWSPAPERMEN; 

REPRESENTI NG THE LONDON DAIL Y MIRROR ANO THE OTHER THE UP I. 

GP..1 APPLI ES. 

aT 

NNNN 

REF 197 2 ( AE) 
~EF 09008 IS 58700 
ADV CY TO NMCC ,SECDEF PAGE 7 OF 7 59141 

=SECRET 



11 • 

TY.PED (o,atam,,.d} NAMtt AND TITL& . 

·W. VON ARB, Colon~l ,; USAF •. 
, Atomic Energy. Gp,· iD7~,· DCS/S&L 

0 ~ ''. 
•• ~-·· .... o. '"· ....... 

~4. ·•· 







2. 
,, 

: .! L
. I i 
• ' (I I 



'L ... 

' 

... ' 
.· 

.; .. 

,: 
. . PRECfz: .)CNCE'. : .. :, . . .~ELEASl::Q av .. 

. . . .~---....--------1 
1,CTtON Priority Cot Von·Arb 
IN~•o ti • • · Priori 

-1: • 

• • 4 •• Property drunage-and/or.personne~ c¢,suait:i.~sl.• 
_ -_ • .:.. ··::.:·.;•_·· ... ..: • ·_:·--:•.-· · _ _·: :~,:·:·_:'·t/i-.---r·J-~:~· :o,· :. -. ··-.;,t:.:•::~/.·_. 

. with KCl.3.5 :dur~g air. refueling; both_ ~rcraft. 
• • .. •• • • •• • .: I . • . . • . • • . .•.. • .Jk :ji . 

crew members hq~pitalized; 7 fatalities, oodies 
• I I ' . . 't : •. ;U./-:--...~~ 

.. ; • I 

.5. Type: of ca.trier involved: no ch8.l+ge • 
• :1.• . . •. 

·ti· • • 

6:~ Type of .op~ration: no change. 
. . (:· . 

. 7<.:Wheth.er we~pon·b~rned, detonated, ior·was exposed to £~e: 3'. · 
• --.. ·, . /" ~-•. .... · . 

. .. . wot1pons · pave been located and secured iby USAF personnel. ·One . • .. • . • •. , ··;·.:/. 

i'f• 1bther 2 tive evidenc~ of some. HE deto'natiot~ 
: ,· : : . -: . ':-~ . • • • • .• .. .- • , • . • -. f·:- .. :· . ~ . :, 

8. . Deto.ils • of any existing nuclear hazardJ and radiation readings,. . ! . 

' applicable~ There is evide~ce of som~ ra.~f'tion;_ types ~d: inte. 
;-;:F~j 

r.1ties.are.unknown. . :,-f
• . I 

9. Co.ndi tion :of weapons. · The three ~eaP4~s located. lie along 
'' ,' 

oriented a.long ,300 degrees. The first weapon is approicimately 4 
• •·. !" • 

from the shoreline; the· 2nd weapon one mile further inland; the 
: ' • ' ' . 

weapon a.n additional mile .further west fr4k the 2nd ·weapon~ : They a:re,- . 
: _ • . -. ·._ • _ • : : . • . . • • . :-: _ . • .-~: :-· , - • • :; _ _; I ·v:,-.,• 

located:,in thcf gerieral area of the :B-!$2 d~bris but indications are· ; 
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• . j' 

. ' . . . . •. t .• : . ·,·-.:. • . • - -- - ·_. •. ·:lf·· : ,.. ,; ~ ......• - .• ..• , :···?,.-\:.-:-i::._:__ ·j,/''. .. .' f> ...\•. · .. • 
•:i 
·:..- the secor\dari~s are broken up,· the pr?J]]ar.ies are virtua:µy destroyed;_'../;' ' 
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1
_\349~~::. 
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OErAJ~NT OF DEFENSE 
• IWl.QHA&.MIUTART COOUCOACMAHi 

11WAUemu 5 7 8 7 9 
,a.. 

C A L"·l ••1----c;,'"l.')•3
JJ, _, ..1 ... 

FOR N~CCiMC 
S ~t.)°\;J1""r-­

L.J\Y iv::. 

E606 /CS169/19/ 

PP RUEKOA 

DERUCSBB 205 0190136 

ZN Y SSSSS 

P 1901352 

n1 SAC 

TO RUE KDA/NMCC 

RUEKDA/JCS 

RUEAHQ/AIR FORCE CO~MAND POST 

P 1820252 ZFD 

·c , 
......... ' .;. 

FM 16AF TORREJONAB SPAIN 

TO RUEAHQ/CSAF 

RUWMFNA/DNSKIRTLAND AFB NMEX 

RUWHNF/OEPUTYTIG USAF NORTON AFB CALIF 

RUCSC/SAC 

RUWGAA/2AF BARKSDALE AFB LA 

RUEADH/8AF WESTOVER AFB MASS 

RUEBSAA/AFSC ANDREWS AFB MAR'JLAND 

RUCDSQ/AFLC 

RUWGNH/SAAMAKELLY AFB TEX 

ACT: J3-8 

INFO: CJCS-1 DJS-3 SJCS-3 J4-3 JS-2 SACSA-5 NMCC-1 NWSE-1 SECDEF-7 ASD/PA-1 

AE-1 DIA-15 W/HOUSE-3 ST-1 CSA-2 CNO-2 CMCi7 FILE-1 (64) GB/VB 
SANITIZED OF 4 E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.6 

NLJ S . 
8v.~_. NARA, Date II- J, ~. 
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l'EPARTMENT OF DEFENSE -.SECREf IW'l8MALMIUTART CDllllCQMMAHIJ 
w:w.al'Ulffa 

RUWMFNA/AFSWCKIRTLAND AFB NMEX 

RUWGNK/OCAMATINKER AFB OKLA 

RUWHHL/OOAMAHILL: AFB UT AH 

RUWGSK/SACOTSL CARSWELL AFB TEX 

iWWGHU/42 AD BWYTHEILLE AFB ARK 

RUCQSL/822Af TURNER AFB GA 

ST 

-s ~ e ~ E T r"QR~€Rb¥RESlRI eTEB QU.\ AEC ACT 1954. FROM 16Af 

OS 09005 JAN 66.CSAF FOR AFIIS &AFSSS-AE; ONS FOR-AFINS; AFSC 

FOR SCIZ, AFLC FOR MCASS, SAAMA FOR SAWMT; AFSWC FOR SWVN, INFO 

SACLO, OOAMA FOR OOYS, SAC FOR OOSDN; INFO OM4E,.2AF, 8AF 

FOR OS. 42AO FOR OS, 822A0 FOR OS. SUBJECT: PRELIMINARY ·REPORTOF 

NUCLEAR ACC IOENT (BROKEN ARROW) REPOR TD ELA YEO DUE TJ LACK Of ON -

SCENE COM~AUNICATl:JNS. FOR OFFICIAL USE ONL YCSPECIAL HANDLING 

REQUIRED: SEE AFR 127·4>A. 17/0922Z JAN 66 SADDLE ROCK AIR REF-

UEL ING AREA, SPAIN COORDINATES 3714N/0149W APPROXIMATE CENTER OF 

WRECKAGEON GROUND, WRECKAGECOVERSAPPROXIMATELY16 SQUAREMILES. 

B. 4 UNKNOWN UNKNOWNSER I AL. NUMBERS W/R. DAMAGE 

J LOCATED DAMAGE UNKNOWN. 

2 OF 4 57879 
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OErARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
IAJlaNAl MJUTAIT CWIW.AHDCDm1 
~ cum, 

C. S-52G; KC135A 

~. 68 B0'-18 WI NG, BAF, SAC, SEYMOURJOHNSONAFB,NC. 

E ... Ci-JR0.\1EDOME" REFUEL I NG 

- F. 8-52 COLLIDED WITH KC-135 DLR ING AIR REFUELING. BOTH AIRCRAFT 

DESTROYED. FOUR B-52 CREWMENHOSPITALIZED. SEVEN BODIES RECO­

VERED. T f-REE WEAPONS ACCOUNTEDFOR THIS TI ME. CONTINUOS SEARCH 

BE I NG CONDUCTJD. 

G. MID AIR COLLISION(" ACTIONS TAKEN TO PREVENT RECURRENCE")? 

H. NONE 

I. MHU 20C CLIPIN 

J. NO ASSISTANCE NEEDED AT THIS TIME. USAF£ EOD T~AM ON SCENE 

USAF EOD TEAM FROM SANDIA ON SCENE. MEDICAL AND SECURITY FROM 

16AF AND SPANISH RESOURCES. 

K. UNKNOWN. 

- L. UNKNOWN. 

M. YES, JOINT STATEMENTAPPROVEDBY USIS, DOD STATE DEPT. RE­

LEASED 2145 17 JAN 66 TO UPI, Ar, REUTERS, ABC·STAR ANO STRIPES 

A 8-52 BOMBERFROM THE 68TH BOMB WING, •. SEYMOUR JOHNSONAFB, 

NORTH CAROLINA ANO A KC-135 TANKER FROM THE 910TH AIR REFUELING 

SQUADRON,BERGSTROMAFB, TEXAS, CRASHEDTODAY·SOUTHWESTOf CAR-

3 OF 4 57879 
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DEPARTMENTOF DEFENSE 
·· NATUltW.MJUTAll'f~ cmD I 

muaiconu 

TAGENA, SPAIN, Qt.RING SCHEDU.EO AIR OPERATIONS. THERE ARE RE­

PORTS OF SOME SURVIVORS. AN AIR FORCE ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION TEAM 

HAS 3EEN DISPATCHED TO H[SCENE. ADDITIONAL DETAILS WILL BE 

':'.ADE AVAILABLE AS THE INVESTIGATION PROGRESSES. 

N. NO 

O. ROSS C. COX, CAPT, DSG, 3445/3113. 

P. REPORT I AW AFR 127-4 PARA 17A (2) A TTACl·MENT 4, 6. 

aT 

NNNN 
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• ,:;1,11 1 a300· .. 

. OUTGOING Department 4-~·TELEGRAM of State 
INDICATE:□ COWCT .,,.. 

• 0CHAIGE TO 

Mll&\•rl 

ACTION: JmalllbaasyMADKRm 
IllPO: Amamba.a.,- MAB '66PARIS 30 7 lll PK 

Amemm.aq LOIDOI' 
POLADCINCLAft 
US.APB 

DE A SIFI-□MADRID FOR EMBA.SSY AND JCTSMG 
PAR IS 1l'OJlJ'AMES 
LONDO:tl POR USNAVEUR 

FROM ST.A!l'E AND DE.i'E:NSB 
llOPOD 

OYer.fllghta Spamm territory- om-rytng nuclear weapons were 

auaP!nded bJ co n:t1 dential Wheeler to Munos Grandee latter of' 

Januar7 22. Beoauae &l"l'Ulgementafor oveP191lghta o:t Austria, 

SW1tserland. Frame oJt Moroo~o w1 th nuclear weapons .for Y81'1oue 

reaaona not faaaible. reaumption aueh owl':t"llghta o:t Spain 

extremel7 1mpor'tan.t not only in maintaining our tact1ca1 alert 

and diaperaal plana but ala> 1n J>l'OV141ng nuclear log1at1oa support 

to .forcea 1n Mediterranean ariea. Restoration lJ8 overnight• could 

have taTorable 1nt'l.uenoe elaevhae in -world wh.-e auoh tl.igbta 

involved. Early approaoh Spanlah authoritiea 1a deeirabla to aeek 

resumption auoh f"llgb.ta through Spa.in. 

S1noe auapenaion wa.a 1nat1tuted on baaia oral requeat :ti-om 

Munoz Grand••• m,q be poaa1bl• Peaumpt1on nighta with oertain 

adjustment• could be arranged tbPough same channel. Wou1d appreciat~ 

your comments on tbd ng auoh Rl>J)J!IO&eh and on .t'ollow1ng augges~ol'UI 

hi. T.. ,,phic 1,.n,.lalon ucl 

clauiliallo• _ ..... llor, 

a-- •.,_,. - Mr. AndePa,tn RPM - Mr. Gam.ett G/PIA. - Mr. Ge~ge
0$0/ISA - Mr. Pinkelatein AF - Col. Dupont CNO - Capt~ l'rasee 

Mr• Bl-ones DASA - Gen •• Donne11YREPROfM~nON ~"1~ 
a;.:cu:e PROHIBITEDUNLESS "Utt • d) 

~~MDS-327 

https://f"llgb.ta
https://Amemm.aq


Page 2 ____ ___________ __ __of telegram to, MA=D=R=I;;;;;D.,..... ____.. ......,;.. 

f'or possible adjustments. Would like views on timing above approach in 
three 

light current request on tfUl:l_,i .. l""li,...I~squadrons (DEPTEL1227) and in 

relation recovery B-52 weapon. 

We of course wish maintain- greatest possible flexibility but 

f'ollowing adjustments 1n nights with nuclear weapons, although undesirable, 

could be suggested progressively as basis obtaining relaxation ot present 

overfligit restrictions: 

1. Keep to minimum overf'lights of Spain and landings at joint air 
-and naval facilities with nuclear weaponsG 

2. Modify or specify fll~t routes tor which tactical and logistic 

tli~ts would ~ permitted. 

3. L1m.1t overflights to logistic air transport of nuclear weapons 

and emergency dispersals in periods ot tensiono 

4. In event fore~oing not acceptable as basis for resumption of 

overf'lights, hold options open and advise. We would not wish to limit 

resumption to logistic overf'liehts onlyo 

We would assure Spanish authorities that in=tlight ret'ueling 

operations involving aircrat"t carrying nuclear weapons would not be 

conducted over Spanish territory except in event of' extreme in~fiight 

emergency. 

Overrlight Straits or GiMbraltar separate subject not to be discussed 
cuieat1on or

in connection nainland flightsQ We would consider ;ilying strait.JI only 1!' 

above approach would be unsuccessrul. END. 
GP-3 RUSK 

Nrk.!R,Md/t)4m«hs?e,.-.s/.s-o 
8:BQR:13! ~ 
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}~ 'f-r ' ~Offi'~O!M'I IAL . ~ . . • ·.·~•• ·-~~~ .•_-< : .. 
:➔, Action FROM,.. :J' __. ID' -- , , . . , DECI.ASSIFIED~~.·MAD:,R .• 
'I; ( ••• , ' .• ;,, I •• •• .17 0 l"J3C6 C!~ 2" ~ : •••• ;· .. :· • .. ' • 
~ 1~ . ...--'. . , , :..: ' B}':i : .. : :,·,1jl1,pnr.'?';"•I• R-,. • .. ~ ~ • ~. .;,.• .. . •,, . , ,.• ,, ..• ' 

I:~;.', ss ' ACTION :.{, SE9STATE IMMEDIAT~;;·:122~::l'.;'.:.'l::,,· ~Nlj 88-(f'iL;' ,: : ..• ••.·;.".'·,.·:I 
1 · • , , . . . . · ·. ·•..~.i • ,._.,...:,·,...8 ~ N ...n. • Da a 1,- oo, .... 

• fo • ' " , · --:~ ·: i) ft:-!~_..,., .. Y--v~... ·ru\J"I.· fe o- .;,-=-d"'a :',:, • , 

t ! In_. CON F I;D E)N TI AL -~.AR~~..J~:.'.·:U,•;;;l,,', ·_ • '••.~ · • ......,~ :·'..' •t . ·i I . : ,·,:!•;·,·t•·~L!+.!,'.\;,17058 • ' ... - I ''>.•····':'•'!11 1""' ··:· 
(· · i· .•.', DEPTEL ll~v . ·.·,-·:·;•J{h<';tJl,:;,,{t''MARCH 18 12'.'57 PM.}\. 1· 1966 • .... 

:,/ ..-:· i, .. ~ . • .· ·, •. ' ·~·.;· '· . ·'· -·.l ··>~-~\t. _.:··\:L;':'!1~:r./(itJ.· ... 
·E ., • , LIMDis • • • :•:•~.,.•:··•J'l-'••i,r • ·,=·~.-.:• •.• .,
:tj f' ' ·1_:'.; '.:·:•••. •. •'dq1:~:i~.l1:":."'... '·.·\·.-··:~. ·:; 
!:.'i COUNTRYTEAM M-ESSAGE. • • :·, J·:'·l1.'.'~.\ ·>·.\, :,\ • :, :". ·_. '. . .. 

j!) , THE FOLLOWING 1s ·A PREPARE~--~~o~iI••NG~N~Y:sT'AiEMENT ro BE ~::.• :·_:.:• 

I::,;. _RELj:ASED AFTER'·COORDINATION ;~ND'.·~9M'.,LE'l}ON OF fE.ARCH AND ,. ~\.
1d RECOVERY OPE~A~I ONS. .' • '': . (. ', •. :\ ,: . '.: ' ' ·'; 

0 

, • ·· •QUOTETH.E FOURTH'AND FINAL lfJE:APONFROM THE JANUARY 17 CRASH \ 
1 1

• •• . •NEAR PALOMARES SPA! N HAS BEEN RE'COVEREDTODAY AND IS ENROUTE 
•_l . _·. TO THE UNITED STATES AT. THIS .·rIME·. THE CASI NG WAS·INTACT. - .. \" 

I :AND NO RELE1\SE OF RADIOACTIVITY INTO THE· COASTAL.WATERS . •. : ·.:,·
t· · .,HAS OCCURRED.THE' WEAPON··wASLOCATED ON MARCH 16 IN 2500 . : .. 

: i •·.-;' .·.••. :FEET OF ~4ATER, APPROXIMATELY FIVE MILES OFF. SHORE BY THE, •• • ·?!f 
. : SUBMERSIBLE ALVIN. PHOTOGRAPHS.TAKEN-AT THAT TIME TENTATIVELY·; . 
: :j IDENTJF;ED THE OBJECT AS THE MISSING 11'EAPON.·THE RECOVERY.·./:";'.: • . 
: ! OF THIS WEAPONBRINGS .TO A ··CLOSE.THE SEARCH PHASE OFT-HE•·, ..}··:·: •. 

OPERATION. ALL WRECHAGEFRAGMENTSAND ASSOCIATED AIRCRAFT':'·-;?'·.1-i'1.. MATERIAL .OF INTEREST TO THE US·r'.HAVE'NWO BEEN LOCATED' AND •. -;/.' .·, · ..
!I!

,I 
I ,I RECOVERED. UNQUOTE. ·:·n · ·,.· .. >; . ; : • ·. . , · .: · 'r.':\ / <· . 
I lI 

1i 
i POSSIBLE ADDITION T.o ·sTAT·E-ME!~~~,:Assu~'ING.REcov~RY. IS ..MAD~~·:,./).j · _··; • 

I ,·
:,1 AFTER DRUMS HAVE BEEN l:.OADE~lt~;OA,~D _SHI_?. • . ...• ·,.,. ,:·(:I.::·•. 

QUOTETHE COLLECTI~N AND REMOVAL;_·oFCONT.AiHNATEDSOIL AND- • .-iJ -~Ill . VEGETATION HAS BEEN COMPLETED'~·:THESJ.:.. MATERI.t\LS ARE BEING :. :j 
'· , 

'. 
.. TRANSPO~TED IN STEEL DRUMS ABOARD A UNITED STATES VESSEL • ~-\i,, 

AND WILL BE BURIED IN THE ATOMI,C ENERGY,COMMISSION DISPOSAL.·:) ... 
; I; ... SITE NEAR Al KEN, SOUTH CAROL·,I.NA•. :; ,,. 'i • • • ' • .:•. • \ • 
l.:f : ii; . ' : ••••.' ; . • ' . ' .. \ 
'' ,,
I ·• ·THE' AMERICAN ENCAMPMENTNE.AR'~ALOMARES·1N BEING DISMANTLED.~(
l.i 
,. AND THE PERSONNEL·RETURNEDTO THEIR NORMAL.·DUTYSTATION. • ·l 
.i; ;1··wou~D LIKE TO, TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO: THANK THE SPANISH 1 
,I,,, PEOPLE.'FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING,.ASSISTANCE IN COMPLETING THis··,:;~
,,:. 

1, TASK'•. I: BELIEVE OUR GOAL. HAS BEEi( ACHIEVED TO LEAVE THE;>i,t-J 
I.'I 'PALOMARESAREA AS IT WAS BEFORE•1 

.• UNQUOTE. DU!<E . ·_·:;;;,..:,..)i . 
BT . . . . ..'· :·{.. . ' ... ' l ~ !' : • • : .-.~ ;~·. ,,:.·:· .... ..• J 

NOTE:· PASSEDWHITE HOUSE,:;non;·.·usrA.:1:25 P.M., .3:..18-66· ••·.,-::}/g 
r ~ ADVANCEDELIVERY TO' S'/S-0 ;AT 1:10 P.M •.,· 3-18-66:-.'1'!';·.:), • 

. • '. 'l ~ ....:. ,•:t';_.\~••· -:i i' '., ,••.!'•-.~••::~ •• •.i'; ,.,. ,.,,. '.:.,w, · . ~,., . . I~ t.i,~ .•• ,,, .. .n~••1"--.J' ~•.,.;..,. • ._,, ... ,_....,_,_~ .... ..,_.~~w:a:.J~._~..-
.,.' QQ!fii'If)B!ff'I.\L: ·;... •••-.·~·- :,::_··.::.:,..·,.'. ,:.·, ___________: .;1,- ,,..• ,:ji . 
·i.<. ,.•• ',J: ~;~·.:··;/:-';:· ::\j, ';.· ·;:·•,~--~;:-':__/ •:._.•' 
;,.,:\:) 
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H CEtVED 
.VHCA 4k> 

_,,,,/ 

i%6 MAR I 21 34 

EHA597 
00 RUEHEX 
DE RUEHC 893 0602125 
ZNR UUUUU 
0 0121222 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
INFO WHITE HOUSE ATTN MR BUNDY 
0 012000Z MAR 66 
FM AMEMBASSY MADRID 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1091 
STATE GRNC 
BT 
UNCLAS MARCH 1 

PASS DOD, l1SIA 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF STORY CARRIED BY MADRID AFTERNOON DAILY 
INFORMACIONS MARCH 1: 

ACCIDENT OF LAST JANUARY 17 RIGHT OVER PALOMARES IN ALMERIA 
IN WHICH LONG-RANGE JET AND FUELING PLANE WERE DESTROYED AS 
RESULT OF COLLISION DURING REFUELING MISSION IN FLIGHT HAS 
RPODUCED NOT A LITTLE SPECULATION AND VAGUE REPORTS, MOSTLY 
WITHOUT BASIS IN FACT. IN ORDER TO CLARIFY REAL SITUATION, 
WE PAID CALL ON CHAIRMAN OF NUCLEAR ENERGY BOARD, DON JOSE 
MARIA NAVASCUES, A SCIENTIST OF UNIVERSAL FAME WHO REPLIED 
OPENLY TO ALL QUEST IONS ADDRESSED TO HIM. 

. . 
PAGE TWO RUDSRD 004LL UNCLAS 

"NOT A SINGLE CASE OF RADIOACTIVE CONTAMINATION WORTHY OF THE 
NAME HAS BEEN REGISTERED IN PALOMARES REGION OR ITS SURROUNDINGS... 
MR. OTERO NAVASCUES STATED AT THE START "IT IS ABSOLUTELY 
UNTRUE THAT THERE HAVE BEEN INJURIES THROUGHOUT THAT ZONE 
OF TYPE DESCRI3ED BY SOME INDIVDUAL WHO PROBABLY SOUGHT TO 
GAH~ SO~!E NOTORIETY, PRES UM ING AN UNDETECTED CONT AM IN AT ION 
F20M EXAMINATIONS TO WHICH HE VOLUNTARILY SUBMITTED". 

WAS THERE SOME KIND OF NUCLEAR EXPLOSION IN PALOMARES ZONE? 
"THERE HAS BEEN NONE NOR COULD THERE BE ANY", REPLIED CHA IR MAN 
OF NUCLEAR ENERGY BOARD, WHO STRESSED WHEN ANS1J/ER ING OTHER 
QUESTION THAT ALL THE TECHNICAL MATERIAL NEEDED FOR 
INVESTIGATION IN ORDER TO BE ABLE TO TAKE ALL THE NECESSARY 
SEGUR I_TY MEASURES TO AVOID ANY RISK iv AS 
TAKEN TO PALOMARES ZONE BY THIS BOARD. 

\ 
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SEVENTEEN SPANISH SCIENTIST AND TECHNICIANS OF NUCLEAR ENERGY 
BOARD ARE WORKING DAILY IN DISTRICT TO CARRY our APPROPRIATE 
LABORS REQUIRED TO DELIMIT COMPLETELY THE ZONES AFFECTED BY 
THZ PLUTONIUM AND URANIUM 235 DISPERSED AS RESULT OF ACCIDENT". 

PAGE THREE RUDSRD 0~4LL UNCLAS 
OTERO NAVASCUES POINTED OUT THAT THERE WERE POTENTIALLY 
2,000 PERSONS EXPOSED TO EFFECTS OF RAD !AT ION AND THAT NUMBER 
OF THOSE EXAMINED FOR EVIDENCE OF SOME EXTERNAL CONTAMINATION 
IS AROUND 1,800, THE RESULT BEING PRACTICALLY NEGATIVE. TO 
DATE WHAT IS TECHNICALLY DESCRIBED AS REFINED LABORATORY 
PROCEDURES HAVE BEEN UTILIZED AND THESE HAVE MADE IT POSSIBLE 
TO PROVE THAT NOT A SINGLE PERSON AMONG THE INHABITANTS OF 
THE REG ION OR THE PERSONNEL OF THE TEAMS OF THE NUCLEAR ENERGY 
BOARD HAS RECEIVED A DANGEROUS DOSE OF ANY KIND. 

"THERE HAS BEEN AREA OF SIX HECTARES WHICH HAVE BEEN 
CONTAMINATED AT RATE OF MORE THAN 60,000 COUNTS PER t1 IN LITE, 
A CO U>!T WHICH IN UN !TED ST ATES IS AVERAGE OF WHAT IS CONS IDER ED 
AS TOTALLY SAFE LIMIT", CHAIRMAN OF THE NUCLEAR ENERGY BOARD 
CONTINUED. "THE EARTH ON THE SURFACE HAS BEEN ALL PROVISIONALLY 
STOitED TO BE TRANSFERRED LATER TO THE: UNITED STATES. A TOTAL 
Or 3,000 CUBIC METERS OF EARTH, EQUIVALENT,· TO 6,000 _TONS, 
WILL BE TRANSPORTED." 

OTERO NAVASCUES DENIED THAT ANY NUCLEAR EXPLOSION OCCURRED. 
THE SAFETY DEVICES PERFECTED OVER THE YEARS BY MEANS OF 
INTENSE SECURITY TESTS HAVE PERMITTED THE UNITED STATES TO 
HANDLE, STORE AND TRANSPORT NUCLEAR 1l1EAPONS DUR ING MORE THAN 
TWENTY YEARS, WITHOlJf ANY NECLEAR DETONATION HAVEING OCCUREED. 
SAFETY RULES WHICH HAVE BEEN PLACED IN EFFECT WIDELY HAVE 
BEEN DEVELOPED AND HAVE MADE IT POSSIBLE TO HANDLE ANY 
ACCIDDlT INVOLVING NUCLEAR WEAPONS WHICH MIGHT HA VE PERt1ITTED 
THE SPREADING OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS. 

I 

·l 
I 
I 

\ 
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PAGE FOUR RUDSRD 004LL UNCLAS 

"RADIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF PALOMARES AREA," OTERO NAVASCUES 
CONTINUED"AND OF ITS HUMANAND ANIMAL POPULATION, INCLUDING 
DETAILED LABORATORY STUDIES CARRIED OUT BY SPANISH AND AMERICAN 
SCIENTISTS, HAS NOT PRODUCED ANY EVIDENCE TO DATE. OF A RADIO­
ACTIVE DOSE ABOVE THE MAXIMUM IN BODIES OF THOSE TOLERABLE 
EXAMINED.IT CAN BE ASSURED THAT THERE IS NOT SLIGHTEST RISK 
IN EATING VEGETABLES WHICH HAE BEEN PLACED ON SALE IN 
MARKETSAND WHICH HAVE COME FROM THAT ZONE, OR IN EATING M 
MEAT OR FISH OR DRINKING MILK FROM THE DAIRY CATTLE OF THE 
REGION". CHAIRMANOF NUCLEAR ENERGYBOARDSAID IN REPLY 
TO FINAL QUESTION: 

" ALL MEASURES TO ASSURE THAT ZONES AFFECTED BY ACCIDENT OF 
JANUARY17 CLEAN HAVE BEEN TAKEN. A QUANTITY ARE COMPLETELY OF 
VEGETABLESAND SOIL CONTAMINATED BY ACCIDENT IS BEING WITHDRAWN, 
SO IT CANBE STATED THAT SE CUR !TY OF ZONE ALREADY HAS BEEN 
GUARANTEED. 

"THERE REMAINS PROBLEM OF SEARCH FOR THE FOURTH BOMB", HE 
CONLCUDED,"WHICH THE AMERICANS ARE VERY INTERESTED IN FINDING . I 

BECAUSEIT MODER, HENCE, THE PRESENCE iIS EXCEPTIONALLY OF ITHE MILITARY PERSONNEL OF THAT COUNTRY IN THE ZONE." 
<END TEXT). I 

I 

IPAGE FIVE RUDSRD 004LL UNCLAS 

{'ALTHOUGHPAPER GAVE NO ATTRIBUTION, EMBASSY UNDERSTANDSOTERO 
INTERVIEWWAS WITH SPANISH NEWS AGENCY EFE REPORTER. AP I 

.CARRYINGMUCHABBREVIATEDVERSIONOF EFE ACCOUNT. 

ANOTHERMADRID PUEBLO BANNER-HEADLINED AFTERNOONER, ON FRONT 
PAGE: "AMBASSADOR WILL BATHE AT PALOMARES IUSA: •FRAGA AND I 
-THIS WEEK, ACCOMPANIED BY OUR RESPECTIVE CHILDREN• - NO 
DANGEROF RADIOACTIVITY". HEADLINES REFERREDTO SECOND PAGE 
STORY QUOTING AMBASSADOR ATAS SAYING, DURING LUNCHEON 
NEWSPAPEROFFICES FEBRUARY 28 AS GUEST OF DIRECTOR EMILIO 
ROMERO:"THIS WEEK, THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION,MR. FRAGA, 
AND I, WITH OUR RESPECTIVE CHILDREN, WILL BATHE ON BEACH 
OF PALOMARES". STORY ADDS: "REGARDING ACCIDENTOF US 
NUCLEARBOMBER SAID THERE IS NO DANGER IN ALMERIA, AMBASSADOR 
OF RADIOACTIVITY IN WATERSOF PALOMARES, WHERELOST NUCLEAR 
DEVICE NOW BEING SOUGHT". 
DUKE 
BT 
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1
1'. A!f RESULT. oF···COM.PROMI SE· ON 60,000 COUNTS AS LIMIT FOR 
$OIL REMOVAL EARLY CLElN-UP SITUATION HERE·SEEMS TQ.BE 1 
,PROGRESSING.SATI~FACTORILY AND MAY .BE. COMPLETE BY 1ARCH 15, ·, 
WITH REMOVAL \ COMPLE_TE • BY MAR CH 31 .·; ·.,. ·.,. · • • ·-;--·. 1 p f • 

• •~ • • ',' \ * I I -I '• ,. \, • f • f ,-'1 'f • 

·2. REGARDING. LONG-RANGE .FOLLOW-UP·, PROGRAM .SPANISH '',{EC TAKING 
PO$ITION WHILE THEY :AGREE· THAT THERE MAY B.E. NO. L.ONG-RANGE •• • 
'HAZARD, IT IS, THEIR .RESPONSIBILITY TO ·c.QNFIRM THE ,FACT BY.' i_ •1 

• 

A STUDY PROGRAM THE 1EXTE'.NT ·AND DURATION OF WHICH, WILL · -~ ,. 
'BE DETERMINED BY -PROGRESSIVE RESULTS. OF' THE INVESTIGATIONS.;-
ifHE.Y DESIRE. J'O 'INVE$TIGATE- THE.,F,OLJ.~ow·INGGENERAL P.OlNTS: .. ~ 
1 t,· I \.. , • 

• 'A· COLLECTION°.0F' I-NFORMAT.lON°0N UPT~KE.·AND·RETENTlON_-:OF . 1 
1 

PLUTONIUM BY REPRESENTATIVE NUMBER. OF A. POPULATI ON·3GROUP 
f>OT;NTIALLY· E~POSED TO 'INHA~ATJON ·9F ,:.A, .• PL,UTONit.ft'1''.;c5].· f\E~Q~OL:;,ilE 

'B. ·TEMPOR~~. A ~D. s~'ASONA{' Ft:'ucf~ATI o~s .;,N<f.'LJfT.o·J·;l. ~f'.{it~iir\l~~­
tONCENTRAT IONS ABOVE' A :'.~!-~PLUTm-H,UM ·OXIDE .CO.NTAMiNA'J1Ei. • _.r:J; lll 

_1\GR 1cUL TUR AL AREA DEC ONT AMI NA TED. Acco~or~~: ·ro • ,~~~~;!uP_ON .l,_";,~1l 
pEcONrAM~~ATION_~I~ITS.·A~ -~~~c~~~~~s,.: ·:·_.-_. .t~};l: l~L:_,.:t,·,t-:'•::f 

. • .. C. CONTAMINATION .LEVELS10F PRODUCE FROM A: PLUT'ONitOM~OXIDE .: 
t9om:~M.I,

0

~ATED ~~EA" ~~B~7QfEN~,i rp·~E9~N!,AMI~A~ION A'ND;' .. ' 
'D ~ TEMPORAL. MI.GRAT IOl',L AND•-RE:DIST·RIB.UT.ION _OF, ?.LUTONI UM 
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-2·· 1054,· February·25 from Madrid 

oxiDE I~ s"6Yi:,DECONTAMINATED BY 1riEE? ?LOWING, ~·s'A"~ESULT 'I 
OF' ,CONTINUED CULTIVATION AND WEATHERING. THEY.ARE .RV:QUESTING • 

·THAT \tJE SUPPLY NECESSARY AND RECIPROCAL INFORMATIO~, TECHNICAL 
ADVICE, E>,CCHANGEOF'.·APPROPRIATE SPECIALISTS AND SPE:G]AL· ••• 
EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS'RE.QUIRED FOR THE INVESTIGA'!'J.;ONS. • • 
:THIS MAY INVOLVE A'BOUT$10'7',4'00 IN EQUIPMENT AND ~ l 
'MATERIALS THE FIRST. YEAR-PLUS T.RAVEL FOR TH,"qEE OR FJUR • ' 
U.S. SPECIALISTS To· SPAIN . .Sf'/W_ISH. AEC WI¼L PAY 1Ri\'1L· COSTS· , 
!FOR THEIR ·SPECIALISTS VI·S~TING THE U.S. • • f • 
·3. THE ARRANGEMENT WILL BE EXTENDED BEYOND ONE YEAR AS 

...BOTH. PARTIES AGREE AND BASED ON THE OBSERVATIONS DURING 
FIRST YEAR. ·' I • 

, , I ' 

4. LETTERS WILL BE ,EXCHANGED TODAY ?ETWEEN HALL ,AND O~E~O •• ,· 
COVER.ING ABOVE POINTS. .,
·"'LIKE' I • .. ••·u ·' ....~ 
BT . ' 
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j, ,! ·t'·.-'•1.\'~IS.IS\-o_'~oVISE'O~ N.EW PROBLEM·DEVELOPING RE.FOREIGN • • 
' ; I ti PRESS COVERAGE. AT .. SITE OF AIR CRAS,H AS BOM~ •SEARCH MOVES , . ~ .. -· 

11 FROM LAND TO' SEA •• ' EXTEME PRESSURE EMBASSY AND:,TORREJON • 
, : ;,,1·1BY. VIRTUALLY EVERY IMPORTANT. FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT; THESE,. 
1-: : 1~.PRESSURES EXPECTED TO MOVE to SITE~ ALSO. BEING RAP.IDLY· 

, : r •..TRANSFERRED TO DOD AND STATE• , ·. ·. '·. ,, • • . "·· ~, '. 

l ,f t·r2. RE~SON •Is T H'Ai' PRE'ss -~T~P~E~ ~AT: ~AT~R·;· s EDG.E:,UNABLE tLEAR.N) 1' 
: ' I I t: MUCH--OF I SEA. SEA.RCH WHl~E us NAVY 'OPERATING UNDER DIRECT lVE \· ~-\, 

, 1 NOT PERMIT ANY ,1lRESS ABOARD 'SHIPS· NOR•CAN.INFORMATION1 
' :·,1 

• I·: ;! .PERSONNEL·T~LLtTHE~_"·NYTHI_NG~ . ,,- .·1, , ·,' .... ~.\ 

, 
1i i 

3. -THIS IN CONTRAST .TO "LAND.~ SEARCH.\IIHERE~·DESP:JTE "·No· ... ~ 
CO MME NT" POL I CY • 16T H .AF INFO. OFF! CERS ON SPOT ; ·FQRE IG N. , 

_; :' 
't 1• 

CORRESPON.DENTS, PHOT\OGRAPHE~S, AND TV, ABL~ MOVE~lAROUNDAREA' ', 
I. -;AT,Wll.:L COLLECTING,/INFORMATION ON.THEIR OWN WITH l~H .• ,·. .• . 

' 
·AF:ASSISTING, WITH TRANSPORT AROUND.THE SCENE. THEY .ABLE THIS. 

' l • , WAY, AND TI-\ROUGH NUMEROUS SPANISH-SIDE LEAKS PIECE TOGETHER,I_ 
i·J: 
: j 

i !; 

.·,\ESSENTIALLY CORRECT STORIES AND TV COVERAGE.·DESP·I,TE TJ.~tq •• :i. 

1f SECURITY 'AND LACK. OFFI'CIA'L 1$TAT~MEN1!5; • . • ' .... , 
1 

1.-4.· ~~rH~UG~ N_UMBERPRESSMEN ON: SC·E.·NEHAS-~E6LIN~~-,, •• '. f';<. 
y. • .-INTRODUCTION ·OF EXOTIC EQUIPMENT AND· BUI.LOUP AT SEA ., • • .- ~ 

' ;i l 
, ~ i 

• HAS REKINDLED HIGH INTEREST; MANY.PLANNING RETURN ro:SCENE~ ' cl 
; SHORTLy. WORD 'HAS 'GOTTEN 'AROUND' BUILD I NG UP 'THE IR EXPECT AT.IONS i_ 
• ., THAT SUNDAY, JANUARY 3~,, •WILL BE BIG, 1 PUSH AT, SEA.· Wt_!EN 'THEY1 

·, _· 

J ' I ' ~;f BEL !EVE UNDER\JQTER EQUIPMENT, .'WILL BE IN PLACE.... • I ' ,' 

! •ii • ~~ ' • • I :- • • ' '. • '. ' • .... ' •" • ., ' \ , ' • 

l.1 5. AT'\LEAST 
1

TWO' OF· THE MEDIA 'HAVE RECEIVED CABLES FROM. THEIR_..j 
:• ;: 

j. • ' • ti 
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1 • ~ALSO'SEVERAL:SAY THEY HAVE REPORTS EQUIPMENT,BEING AIR SHIPPED ' 
F 'YIA- TORREJON';AND. R~QUESTING '~~OTO _A.ND~v c'ov,ERAGE·.; ,· ' ..j ~-/ 

l , • ·.: • ~ • i w. 
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" 
• k'6, ,AP THIS MORNING CARR'IED STORY,·catMING MOUNTING · ·,t,.;, · 
\· CRITICISM US A'ND -SPANISH SECRECY:--sot'1E CONFUSION °ALREAD'V"·" ''•,~:::. • 
••. WITH AFP NOW CARRYING REPORT THERE\ ARE ':'TWO" MISSI·NG • BO'r~as' 'i ·,· > 
• lN THE WATER, AP ·T-HlS MORNING REPORTED, EVIDENT.ALY BY ATTEMPTED 
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! •• RELATIONS HERE AND.AT THE' SITE, WHICH, MAY RESULT IN SOME 
, • 1 :F ,·INACCURATE .AND MISLEADING SPECUALTION' UNO.ER~ E)'.(ISTING \: 
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SPANISH DAILIES CONTINUED TO GIVE STORY HEAVY PLAY, WITH 
EMPHASIS ON "KETURN TO NORMALCY" IN RURAL REGION, CONTINUED 
SEARCHACTIVITIES, COMPENSATIONFOR FINANCIAL LOSSES, • 
AND LACK OF SERIOUS HEALTH HAZARDS. MOST REPORTS REFER . . 
VAGUELYTO MISSING "DEVICES" OR "REMNANTSOF'PLANES~ WITHOUT 
MENTIONOF NUCLEAR NATURE. ALL MADRID MORNINGPAPERS HIGH-~ 
LIGHT PHOTOS IN DISPLAYS WHICH INCLUDE USAFE CINC, GEN., 
HOLLOWAY,WHOSEVISlT TO SPAIN ~ANLJARY 23-24 IS DESCRIBED 
FLATLY-ANDFALSELY--AS .RELATED TO ·ACCIDENT INQUIRY. 

PAGE TWO RUFHDN 029LL SQ HF.IDE HT I AL­
ABC AND ARRIBA PICTURE HIM WITH CHIEF JUSMG IN 
CCNFERENCEWITH SPANISH AIR.MINISTER. FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY 
OF COVE:R~~.E DAILIES:BY ·_LEADING 

ABC--STORY OCCUPIES FULL PAGE UNDER HEADLINES: "FARMERS 
WILL BE COMPENSATED BY AIR ACCIDENT~·FOR LOSSES CAUSED 
MORE THAN 1,000 PERSON~ HAVE BEEN •. 
EXAMINEDBY TECHNICAL TEAMS. HUNDREDS QF SPECIALISTS COMB. 
GROUNDAND CONTINUE SEARCH FOR REMNANTS OF PLANES." TEXT 
INCLUDESTHESE STATEMENTS: "EFFECTS OF RADIOACTIVITY HAVE 
BEEN INSIGNIFICANT, ALMOST NEGLIGIBLE.-.. -SOME PEOPLE HAVE 
RECEIVED ORDERS, AFTER BEING EXAMINED TO BURN THEIR CLOTHING 
AND SHbES, AND ARE BEING ADVISED ~IMPLY TO ~ATHE THOROUGHLY. 
RADIOACTIVITY_t/NITS INITIAL 'PHASE SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN VERY • 
SLIGHT." 

ARRIBA--DEVOTESPAGE 8 TO TWO STORIES OF CONTRASTING TONES. 
FIRST HEADED: "TENDENCY TOWARDNORMALITYIN ZONE WHERE THE 
TWO AMERICAN PLANES FELL. FARMERSHAVE RETURNED TO THEIR 
HABITUALTASKS AND POPULACE RESUMESITS ACTIVITIES. 

C8'MF!DENI IAL 
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TECHNICAL-TEAMS CONTINUEOF RESCUE AND INVESTIGATION 
RECOVERYOF REMNANTS OF LOST PLANES." SECOND HEADED: 
"PRECAUTION W1TH OBJECTS AND CROPS." KEY LtNES IN THIS 

,, . 
'.1!1 

, i 
~, PAGE THREE RUFHDN 029LL C 9 NF IDEN 1 I AL , 
'11

:' ACCOUNTBY PYRESA AGENCY REPORTERSERAFIN ALONSO ARE: • 
·' "ALTHOU~HSEVERAL·SOLDIERSAT THE AMERICAN CAMP, IN PRESENCE 

OF SOME FARM LABORERS, ATE LIMA BEANS AND TOMATOES fROM 
FIELDS, PEOPLE CONTINUED TO BE SKEPTICAL, ESPECIALLY SINCE 
MAYORINFORMEDUS THAT THE HOUSE AND AREA NEXT TO THE PLACE 
WHEREONE OF THE DEVICES WAS RETRIEVED HAVE BEEN PLACED 

.: 
1 IN QUARANTINE.'.'STORY GOES ON TO SAY THAT WORKERS ASKED TO 

PARTICIPATE IN DEBRIS RECOVERY ."APPEAR TO BE HESITANT AND 
FEARFUL OF BEING CONTAMINATED." 

,, YA--FRONT PAGE ARTICLE REPORTS RESTRICTIONS ON HARVESTING 
ANDLIVESTOCK AND MARKETING .SLAUGHTER BUT ADDS: "NORMALITY· 
IS RETURNINGIN ALL THE AREA AS SHOWN FORCEFULYBY FACT THAT · 
GREAT NUMBER OF.REPORTERSSENT BY AGENCIES AND NEWSPAPERS, 
FOREIGN AS WELL AS NATIONAL HAVE ABANDONED OF OPERATION~' 'FIEtb 
LIFE IS ASSUMINGIT~ NO~MALRHYTHMIN AREA TO THE POINT THAT 
SHEPHERDSAND FARM WORKERS HAVE BEEN RETURNING TO DAILY 
TASKS SINCE LAST THURSDAY." 

PUEBLO--BACKPAGE BOX HEADED "ALMERIA:' TWO DEVICES HAVE' BEEN 
,1 FOUND" SAYS TEAM OF SPECIALISTS ABOARD CRUISER AND TWO 
1 ; N INESWEEPERS OF US SIXTH· FLEET. HAVE DETECTED TWO"DEVICES" 

• i 

PAGE FOUR RUFHDN 029LL-c' Q N P I D E. V I· ! A t' ·• , 
·oN SEA BOTTOM ABOUTF·IVE MILES FROM COAST. ADDS THAT US FROGMEN 
HAVE STARTED WORKOF RECOVERING DEVICES, "~HICH WILL BE TAKEN 
ABOARDA FRIGATE." • 

.. 
FOREIGN PRESS UPI MADRIDBUREAUCHIEF STATHOS TOLD EMBOFF 

. ' :HE FILED STORY ATTRIBUTING TQ'FRENCH SOURCES REPORT THAT 
··ON US, NOT SPANISH INITIATIVE--ALL SAC NUCLEAR-ARMED BOMBER 
,: FLIGHTS OVER SPANISH TERRITORY TEMPdRARILYSUSPENDEDSINCE 
' ACCIDENT. ' 
: I 
{: 

AP HAS NOT YET INTRODUCED ABOVE ANGLE ITS OUTPUT, ~S FAR 
;AS WE KNOW. BUREAU CHIEF MILKS SAYS EMPHASIS HIS SERVICE NOW . . ,· 

1;Qp4fI Dqff I AL 
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! 

ON EXPANDING USN ROLE IN SEARCH OPERATIONS AND FEATURE:--
" ARE FRESH RIPE PSYCHOLOGICAL WEAPON OF TOMATOES TH£ _;NE:W. 
THE US AIR FORCE?" LATTER. STORY REPORTS US AIRMEN EATING . 

. ,; ·TOMATOES iN CRASH AREA-TO'··Qu~LL SPANIARDS' :FE-ARS• ., • : 

i' 

•• :. !: PAGE F iVE RUF HDN 029LL. (:, o·tJ ··r. -~• ~- E ti. 'f ·1 A b.. • 
: /;i R°p,:DIOACtIVE.CONTAMINAr'toWIN',.Z:·oNE~-THE·RE IS ALSO. BAN ON .. ··-
·: :' • CARRY.ING OUT l.ABOR',,.IN. ZONE ,Af.FECTED SY CATASTROPHE. APPARENTLY ,: 
1 ' • ATOMIC ·BOMB OR BOt-1BS WHICH FELL I'N SEA. HAVE L~THAL RADIO- ,- ... 
; 1 ACTIVITY." • · , • 
' I 

i ! ; "SPANISH PRE$S IS SlLE.NT,· .. H.AVING BEEN SUBMITTED TO A KIND 
; 1: OF CORDON. S,ANITAIRE IMPOSED .BY THE AMERIC.ANS IN COMPLICITY 
1 ' i WITH. SPANISH AUTHORITIES. ·THIS· CONSPIRATORIAL SILENCE,
;fi REFLECTS F~AR bF SPANISH REAOTiON AGAINST AM~RICAN BASES IN 
j • : SPAIN,· A REACTION WHICH IS ALREADY F.ELT IN PALOMARES WHERE 
) /, FIELD WORKER_SHAVE SHOUTED: <DOWN .WITH UNITED STAT:.:ESI 
J ,·; YANKEES -Gq HOW:! SIGNS OF,. RAD!'OACTIVITY HAVE BEENo,TECTED 
l'l; IN 'CLOTHINCt QF SOME CIVIL GUARDS ANO PERSONNEL • 
11 ! INVOLVED IN RECOVERY, OPERATlON •· tVERYONE IS ASX ING:' AND 'rF •• 
! : ! . BOt18S .H.AD .EXPLOED, '-'lHAT WOULp ·$AVE. HAPPENED?" 
'j :. ' ' , ' ' ' . ' ' , .,. ·.•·· '' ''' ', 
?:it. RADIO PEKING,· IN SPANISH BR-QADC~ST-•AT 0930· LOCAL TIME 

• i'. ! JANUARY 25,: SAID: "SPMfISH ·RE?liB'LJCAN ORGANIZATION-IN-
• ' 1 : EXILE, .WITH· HEADQUARTt_R·s IN ALGERIA,, .ISSUED COMMUN!QUE-

• ;;~:· AMER.ICAN·S '-FOR ·$TO:Rt-NG· ·oF• ATOMIC· DENO.UN·CIN·G 1 LARGE QUANTITIES. 
0 

•• : 80MBS IN SPAIN.;' BROADCAST LINKED "COMMUNIQ.UE" to ACCIDNET •. 
'../ i ;. DUKE 

.BT • 1 
. 'i .., ' , ' ' 

l • : • NOTE: ADY,AN~E c9PY . to. s/~-:6:,'.;y/~_'6/664: 20 P.M. ,1 

:: '·PASSED WHITE HOUSE,' boo;,·:c1,A,·:us1A 1/26/66, 4:30 l;.M. 
; Ii . ,' .• -· 
, i 
j, 

·I 
I 

:i 
i 
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https://l.ABOR',,.IN


CRU54 
• • • • ·zzz RUEPww (
DE RUEKDA 
ZNY CCCCC ZFH-2 
HD588 
• I • I z z R UE KD A RfC€.IV£D 

WI-ICADE RUZHC 19577 0252159 
ZNY CCCNCCC 
Z 252007Z 

• 196&JM 25 23 23FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO DOD WASHOC 
STATE GRNC CDNffflfNTIAt-
BT 

'-CG HF IDE.NT IA-f: 

FOLL SENT ACTr a N SEcsr A TE mMEDrATE[ ssefJJAN !IMJT , 
FM MADRID SIGNED DUKE. 
"LIFlDIS 

1. ·FOLLOWING RESUME CONFIDENTIAL REPORT TO AMBASSADOR FROM 
EMBOFFS Rt SITUATION CRASH AREA. 

2. LOCAL POPll.AT ION SGr·1EWHAT APPREHENSIVE RE HEALTH 
HAZA.RDS AND COMPENSATION FOR DAMAGES. NO PMHC NOR OPEN 
RESENTMENT NOTED. US MILITARY, NATURALLY PREOCCUPIED WITH 
SEARCH AND RECOVERY OPSRAT ION MAY NOT APPRECIATE FULLY 
LOCAL SENS IT IVIT Y CLAIMS QUEST IONS. 

3. CLAH1S PROCEDURES IN PROCESS FORMULATION BUf MOVING 
SLOWLY. F'AR~·iSRS WHO UNABLE TO WORK FIELDS OR TO MARKET CROPS 
RUMORED BE "RADIOACTIVE" ARE ENCOU~T:SRING ECONOMIC STRAIN. I 

USAF·CLAIMS SHOULD BE PROCESSED EXPEDITIOUSLY ANDGENEROUSLY. 
I 

4. SPANISH AIR FORCE GENERAL RAMIRO' PASCUAL RECENTLY I 
APPOINTED SPANISH AUfHORITY ON SCENE MIGHT PROVIDE KEY TO I

! . 
NECESSARY SPANISH-A~ERICAN COORDINATION ON CRUCIAL LOCAL 
PHO BL EMS ESPECIALLY CLAIMS. WOULD BE I10ST USEFUL IF COMMANDER \ 
16TH AIR FORCZ BE GIVEN AUTHORITY AND RESOU;-{CES TO EXPEDITE 
CLAIMS, AND COOPERATE FULLY GENERAL RAMIRO PASCUAL RE \ 
co~~UNITY RELATIONS. SUBSTANCE THIS REPORT BEING DISCUSSED 
WITH JS JUSMG. 

WITH JUSMS. 

DECLASSIFIED · · ~RUSK 
BT E.O. 12356. Sec.3.4 

.... _NLJ 88- l½e?:, . 
By k:f, NARA, Date. ~-IS-3? 

• . '\()X FROM C)TJICK COPY I 
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_INCOMING DepartmentTELEGRAM· of State 
. . . • • . . . . • ! .. ~ 

.··•··.·+g ':::ftEORE:P • -
'Action 

CONTROL:• 17725

S5
'. . . ,, . .· 
. Info· , RECD: · JANUARY22, 1966 9/26AM : . 

!"":' : .• 

FROM:':~' ' 

ACTION: ',SECSTATE 'WAsttllc~ 

I • . . . ... . ...• , ..... -----.--·- ----·--· 

S f C R E T. • jAN°UARY22· " 
' . 

'LIMDIS 

DEPT PASS DOD 

REF EMBTELS 867 AND 869; DEPTEL834 

1. FOLLOWING DEVELO~MENTS 8-52/KC-(35IS ROUNDUP RELATED 
ACCIDENT.SINCELAST REPORTS CEMBTELS 867 AND869): 

---~-- Ae SHORTLYAFTER,-NOONJANUARY21 FONMIN.TELEPHONEDAl'>BAS£ADIJ1R 
...____·:ro CONVEY'"EXTREMECONCERN"OF CHIEF ST ATE: UPON REA2>ING 

.UPI STORY CABLED. BY SPANISH EMBASSY ·(TEXTWASHINGTON ABour 
SAME AS THAT QUOTED DEPTEL834). FONMIN SAID "E SeNDJNG 
SAGAZ IO DISCUSS QUESTION .• 

8. SAGAZ ARRIVED DISPLAYING CONSIDERABLE AGITATION.USING 
•SUCH TERMS AS "DEEP c·ONCERN."., "EMERGENCY" ••AND"CRISIS", 
~HE COMPLAINED PARTICULARLYABOUT PASSAGES IN UPI STORY 
·coNCERNINGALLEGED·ATTITUDE AND TH-AT PURPORTING OF·"US 'DIPLOMATS" 

• DESCRIBE COMPLAINTS OF.· SPANISH INHABITANTS OF ACCIDENT ft.REA 
'AGAINST GOS FOR PERMITTING OVERFLIGHT lJSAF..NUCLEAR-ARMED 
AIRCRAFT. SAGAZ DID NOT FAIL'RING IN POTE~IIAL BLOW TO -
;TOURISM.OF RADIATION SCARE.. HE ENDED PRESENTATION SAYING 
'IHESE REVELATIONS HADEFFECT LIBERATING.GOS ·fO TAKEIND.EPENDl:"NT 
ACTION ON ITS OWN.ANDMENTIONED:POSSIBILITYCONVENINGPRES£ : l r

·CONFERENCEFOR FULL DISCLOSURE ALL FACTS AND GOS POSilIONo . i' 
·AMBASSADORREFUTEDUPI ATTRIBUTIONTO US DIPLOMATS, I 

: ~MENTIONEDIMMINENTRETURNCHIEF JUSMG FROM SCENE ACCIDENf 
WITH UP-TO-DATE ACCOUNT OF CIRCUMSTANCES THERE FOR OUn 
I_NFORMATION 'l'O DESif<~BILlT'( AND THAT .OF GOS, AND REFERRED 
REMAININGCALM MUTUALLY US- -AND CONTINUING ADVANTAGEOUS 
SPANISH COLLABORATION : i IN DEALING WITH DELICATE SITUATION 0~ 

I 
j 

SANITIZED . I 

' E 0. 13292, Sec. 3.S • SECRE'f -
NLJ~ C b5 -~D , 

By Af . ARA.DatetiJ~t;J.-1>1 ,. 
. . .• 

4'.½•-➔~~•.i:/i#!~-:- c.75~·:_f::·}•'•:~~?-~.-:--.--~f:.1.-~~-~:n:98_4.4,&.1-~'.
1:{ff».~'-~-·~·'t~try~~·-~~·7f:fh!~,:~~<·- -~;•: ➔;'°:·:'.·- :'.~ ~'.' .:., :1 1~).,'~jTf.·::~--;.::.1,:_.?,.f*:.♦ 

:• 

.1.1•• • j(Pif.~•~:r~-.: _44.,•.FA...1,!.-fq ., -t~' , .•'fl '" .1~~fl.~.• .~ _b.-f: 



-::...SECRE$.,,,,i 

-2-871, January 22,· from: Madrid 

EQUAL AND.COMMON tONCERN TO BOTH GOVTS. IN THIS,MANNEH, 
AMBASSADOR IN QUIETINGSAGAZ, WHO AT END OF CONVERSATION SUCCEEDED 
:AGREEDAWAIT FURIHER REPORTS FROM SCENE. • 

i • ;, 

, :C• UPON RETURN ~RbM ALMERIA, CHIEF JUSMG REPORTED· TO 
, "AMBASSADOa:fOU~IH BOMBSTILL MISSING AND P~OBABILITY WAS 
:IT DROPPEDINTO SEA; USN MINE SWEEPERS ABOUf TO BEGIN SEA ~i 
SEA

1
RCH OPERATIONS WHO REPOR1E~ WITH HELP TWO LOCAL F !SHE.RM.EN. 

,HAVINGSEEN OBJECT Wl~H PARACHUTE DROP INTO WATER; . 
RECOVERY01,FRAGMENTS ON LAND CONTINUING WRECKAGE. AND ALL 
LEADS AS TO POSSIBLE LOCATION FOURTH BOMB BEING FOLLOW£D 
UP; AREAS OF RADIATION ON LAND HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED, AriE 
SMALLAND NOW CLOSED OFF; WATERTRUCKS BEING BROUGHI UP 10 
LEACH THES'E SPOTS;CROPS AND LIEVESTOCK POSSIBLY AFF£C"fED 
BEING BOUGHT UP; ·MEDICAh ~XAMINATIONSBEING MADE·OF PEriSONS 

l- •. IN ~REA WHO COULD·HAVE BEEN EXPOSED; COMMUNifY LEADEriSAND 
GENERALPUBLIC BEING ASSURED ~ITH EFFECT IHAI WHILE THE~E 
SOME NATURAL FEAR AND UNCERTAINTY AMONGPEOPLE iHEkE NO 
EVIDENCEOF MASS FRIGHT OR PANIC; SPANISH IN AkEA, INCLUDING 
CIVIL AUTHORITIES, GUARDIA CIVIL AND SPANISH N~CLEAk SCIENfIFi~ 
AND.MEDICALTEAMS, COOPERATING TO FULL IN fH£Sl!.l£FFOR'fS~ 
GENERALDONOV~NALSO MENTIONED IHAT. NUMEROUS IN~EHNA1IONAL 
PRESS ?REPRESENTATIVES ARE IN AREAj INCLUDING UPI, PA~IS 
MATCH, BRITISH PRESS, CBS-TV AND POSSIBLY F~ENCH iV CREWSo 

D. AMBASSADOR CHIEF STATHOS, CALLED IN LOCAL,UPI BUREAU 
FIRMLY REFUTED ATTITUDE "US DIPLOMATS"AS ATTRIBUTEDBY UPI 
FILE AND CHALLENGED HIM ON SOURCE HIS INFOkMATIONIHIS POINT. 
STATHOSAPPEAREDSHAKEN, STATED HE HAD OBTAINED INFOriMAIION 
ON THIS POINI ~Ar THIRD HAND" AND riEPEATEDLY APOLOGIZED 

·FOR FILING STORY" WITHOUTCHECKINGWITH EMBASSY (S££ F BELO\v) .. 

·E. FOLLOWING C AND D ABOVE,DISCUSSIONS-SUBPARAGRAPHS 
AMBASSADORTELEPHONEDFONOFF CABOUI 1930). GAVE SAGAZ SUMMARY 

_.,__ ~!.:\ND".OFFERED--SEND--EMBOFF....TO.GIV~_FULL rlEPORT, WHICH SAGAZ 
' • QUICKLYACCEPTED. SAGAZ LISTENED INTENTLY AND SHOWED KEENEST 

'INTEREST IN ACCOUNTSTATHOSADMISSIONHE HAD NOI 
.RECEIVED INFORMATION RE "US DIPLOMATS" ATTITUDE FROM EMBASSY" 
BUT FROM OTHER SOURCE. WE ASSURED SAGAZ WE OPEN IO ANY SPAN.LS#. 
SUGGESTIONSON HOW BEST HANDLE SITUATION BUI REITERATED 
·BELIEF WE .SHOULD CONTINUEWORKIN CLOSi CONCERT. SAGAZ INDICATED 
rf:.DN<-UR.R §/HP . , .E:J/C/5~· hf=. ff/ft!
NO SUGGESTIONS TO MAKE FOR TIME BEING AND APPEARED CAL.m, 
ALBEIT OBVIOUSLY CONCERNED.EMBOFFHAD IMPRESSION SAGAZ . 
WANTEDGET STATHOS INCIDENT. PAiHICULAKLY CLEAR TO REPO({! 10 
SUPERIORS. 

https://SHE.RM.EN
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-3-871, January 22, from: Madrid· 

•. • .,............ •• .. • ··-··- -~-·,•- ..·-····. ·--. 

'.F~--MORNING 22, UPI IELEPHONi~!MABASSADOrijANUARY STATHOS 
TO REITERAI~ APOLOGIES, OFFER MAKE ~EI~IBUTIQN ftND.DISCLAIM 
ANY .ATTEMPT .. MAKE TROUBLE". HE: ADDED THAT HL NOW BELIEVED 
HE "HAD BEEN HAD" BY HIS SPAN!SH INFO,tMATION; SOLJi(C£S COf HE:R~I St:: .• 
UNIDENTIFIED)FOR POLITICAL REASONS AND EXPHESSED APPriEHENSION'. 
ABOUT"HIS POSITION IN SPAIN. .·j -

f 

G.- CHIEF JUSMG GAVE REPORT OF DEVELOPMENTS SI1EAT ACCIDENT 
IO VP MUNOZ-GRANDES JANUARY MUNOZ-G~ANDES.ALSO MORNING 22. IDID NOT APPEAR DEEPLY PERTURBED BUT HE DID rlEQUESI lKAI FLIG»ls . IOF NUCLEAR-ARMED OVER SPAIN BE STOPPED. CCH1EF USAF BOMBi::RS 

' JUSMG REPORTING THIS REQUESTTHROUGHMILITARY CHANNELS~~-

PIER.ELY 
.ACKNOWLEDGEDINFORMATIONAND MADE NO FURTHER COMMENT~ 
'• 

H. AMB~SSADOR WITH FONOFF JANUARY FO~ 
1 

ALSO IN CONTACT 22 
FURTHEREXCHANGE MUNOZ-GRANDSSOF VIEWS. DID NOT MENTION R€~UEST 
FOREGOINGSUBPARAGRAPH, Of PARTICUUU{NOR DID SAGAZ. NOTHING 
INTEREST EMERGED. --~-•--.,;,;.;-

.2. RE__F0REIGN ... AND. LOCAL PRESS. COVERAGE, EMBASSY HEARS: 
-- -A~:··-REUTERS RUMOR -IN VILLAGENEAR VERA -REPORTED THAT 

YESTERDAYABOUT50 PEOPLE MILLED ABOUT, SOMS SHOUTING: _ 
"YANKEESGO HOMEAND CO~rlESPONOEHTT~KE YOUR BOMBS~. HEUTEHS 
DID NOT WITNESS AND GOS INFOMIN OFFICIALLY DENIED .. AP CA:RJUED 
DENIAL LAST NIGHT. • 
B. AP CORRESPONDENT WITUMILKS HAS JUST FILED INTERVIEW 
'UNNAMEDSPANISH OFFICIAL SAYING MEDICAL SPECIALIST FOUND 
SMALL AREA AT SITE OF MAIN BOMBER WRECKAGEINITIALLY RADIO­
ACTIVE AND "ONLY NORMAL THAT PEOPLE WORKING OV£R. nMr Sf'2T 
HAVE BEEN CONTAMINATED". OFFICIAL ADDED: "BUT ]F SO, T~l.S 

-IS VERY, VERY SLIGHT AND OFFER.S NO DANAGER TO A~Y80DY .. •ALL 
-TRACES SHOULD HAVE DISAPPEARED Y IN TWt.:1COMPL£TEL OR.1r-lfREE: 
DAYS". 

C. OF THREE.MADRlD MORNINGDAILIES, .ONLY .YA CARRIED FOLLO~-UP 
STORY·TODAY:BRIEF BUT. REASSURING FRONT PAGE srgny ~EAOED! 
"SEAHCH AND SECURITY MEASURES PROCEEDINGI-N ALMERtA. NO DANGER.. 
FROM AIR ACCIDENTEXISTS. INHABITANTSOF INVOLVEDZONES' 
HAVE NOT BEEN EVACUATED".STOR.Y IN SAME TONE SAYS : " LIVE 
GOES ON NORMALLY ·IN AFFECTEDZONE SINQ LOCAL l>tE.ASURES WHIC~ 
ADOPTEDIN SMALL DEGREE REPRESENT ONLY EXCESS CAUTION ... PROOF 
_OFTHIS IS THAI INHAITANrs·OF' LITTLE RURAL SETTLEMENTS IIN 
ZONE HAVE NOI BEEN EVACUATED". -

SECRE'P -

.., -'"'"-" 
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SECRET-

-4-871, January·22, from: Madrid 

3. UNDERSTAND ATIVE FiWM ALBUQUERQUE ALREAIJYONE AECREPRESENT 
IN SPAIN AN~THREEMOREDUEARRIVEJANUARY23. 

4. BELIEVE~E MUST.BE PREPAREDFOR CONTINUED ANDPOSSIBLY 
INCREASEDrfEDIA TREATMENT OF ACCIDENl' UNf IL FOURTl-l BOMB 

:LOCATEDAND\REMOVED.IF MUCH~ORE TIM~ ELAPSESWilHOUl SUCC£S$ 
- IN SEARCH,WEMAYBE FACEDWITHPRACTICALNECESSifY AD~I1TING -
OFFICIALLYONEBOMBSTILL MISSING. THIS IN TURN CARRIES • 
OBVIOUSDANGERSINCLUDINGPOTENTIALLYTRIGGERINGOFF 
FURTHERGOSOFFICIAL STATEMENTSPOSSIBLYINCLUDINGPUBLIC 
REFERENCEIO SPANISXDEMAND THAT REFUELINGAND/OROV£RFLIG}l1S 

:NUCLEAR-ARMED CLEARLY OFAIRCRAFTBE STOPPED. IT I !·EREFOf(£ 
• _UTMOSTI URGENCYTHATNO EFFORTB:S_SPAREDLOCATEFOURTH BOOOB 

~WITH-MINH~UM DELAY.URGE';ALL'NECESSARYUS rlESOURCES BE PROV,DED 

-._•·.. :/-, : :: _, -__'.:~~~ 3SEARCH. -.-__-.·:_'.:.·:_:.·_'.:_:t;_::i.> • . .: . ___.. 
::,DUKE·._ • ·:. -­
t~T__,i .'.,: ,/ •••:.,_,_ ... 

. ... . 

··---Note_:_ Advance copy to S/S-O·at 9:55 p.m. 1/22/66 
Passed to White House &'DODat 10:33 a.m. 1/22/66 

SECRET 



. INCO~ING L ipartment TELEGRAM of_.Stat~ 
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GONFIBE~IA:r.tl-Y/ 
V' .,. ... -"' 'f' ,r-- ------~ ..Action r ...CONTROL:16813 • 

~.ss RECDt JANUARY21, 1066 10:00 AM-
Info 

J:'.ROM: MADRIDI 

I , • 
~ACTION:· :SECSTATE IMMEDIATE 869 

. ' ,, 
••I\ 

LilfOIS 

REF DEPTEL ·838 
. I 

t. WITH REFERENCE EFFECT OF B-52/KC-135 ACCIDENT ON US• 
SPANISH RELATIONS, WE HAVE BEEN IN CLOSE AND CONTINUOUS 

.CONTACTWITH SINCE MONDAY NOFONOFF AND HAVE DETECTED 
APPRECIABLETENSION SO FAR. ITEMS: • . . 

I • • • - .' • 
A.· IN LONG DISCUSSIONS AT SAGAZ LEVEL JANUARY 19 AND 20 
ON PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS'ATMOSPHERE ONE OF COMMON PRIMARILY 
CONCERNOVER P~OBLEM COUNTRIES;CONFRONTING·BOTH NO EXPLICIT 
OR IMPLIED RESENTMENT AT US. FOCUS OF FONOFF INTEREST DIRECTED 
APPEAijEDBE EFFECT ON .SPANISH OPINION OF PUBLIC REVELATION 
NUCLEAR-ARMEDUS BOMBERS OPERATINGIN SPANISH AIR SPAACE. 
SAGAZALSO MENTIONED, WITHOUTGREATSTRESS, THAT SENSATIONAL 
STORIES ABOUT·MISSING AND RADIATION EXCITEBOMBS COULD 

' SPANISH PU8LIC, WHICH IN SUCH MATTERS, UNSOPHISTICATED 
TO EXAGGERATED SOME FONOFF REACTION~- OFFICIALS AT LOWER. 
LEVEL DID EXPRESS SURPRISE THAT •RISKY" REFUELING OPERATION 
SHOULDBE CARRIED OUT OVER LAND RATHER THAN SEA. . , 

t . .

B. AMBASSADOR TO CALL ON FONMIN 20WAS REQUESTED JANUARY 
,(EMBTEL865) AND HAD LENGTHY, DISCUSSION.'UNHURRIED QUESTION
OF NATO USE JOINT.BASES HERE AND GIBRALTAR DEFINITELYDOMlNATED 
CONVERSATION PRECEDENCE EXCHANGEDAND TOOK MARKED, OVER REMARKS 

ACCIDENT. OF'FONMIN•s COMMENST ·-- •ON BOMBER THRUST LATTERSUBJECT 
·WA9CONCERNOVER EFFECT ON SPANISH PUBLIC OPINION OF NEWSPAPER 

,STORIES AND HE SPOKE IN TERMS OF US-SPANISH COLLABORATION 
TO CONTAIN REPERCUSSIONS.' 'r. ' . 

C. THERE HAVE BEEN NO OTHER APPROACHESON PART SPANISH ,
CIVILIAN AUTHORITIES (SUCH AS MININFO) TO EMBASSY ON THIS 
SUBJECT. 

GONFID:SN'fIAL-
DECLASSIFIED 

e.o.13292,sec.a.e 
_N~JpA;c 4',S.,?(L

By~NARA,Dat. 



-2- 869 January 21 from Madrid 
..... 
' /), - - -- .,._ ...... -JI'!""" ~";,'.'I, ~ 

,-:? Xl"'o. NO ADVE~SE REACTIONREPORTEDTO DATE FROM HIGH SPANISH.,•,• 
•· MILITARYAUTHORITIESWITHWHOMCHIEF JUSMG IN FREQUENT· 

CONTACTON THIS SUBJECT; 
• I 

,,
• l ,2. LOlAL P 

1 

BEING REPORTED .• •· 
'.RESS DEVELOPMENTS SEPARATELY•· 

WORTH-$TRESSING OF GOS TO,STEM FLOW OF PRESS HERE EFFORTS 
INFORMATION INTO SPAIN, ·AS EVIDENCED ''PARTICULARLY· BY NON- ,
APPEARANCE.H~RE EDITIONS NYTIMES OF EUROPEAN AND NYHERALD 
TRIBUNEJANUARY,-20. 

t ~'~---· -;,a,·~ ' : .... 

3. ONLY IMPLICIT GOS COMPLAINT HAS·BEENVICE ·PRESIDENT" • , 
-~-~UN.OZ-..GRANDES~_SUGGESTIONTO CHIEF JUSMG -THAT USAF REFUELING' ' 

t OPERATIONS HENCEFORTHOF TJ,JIS NATURE TAKE PLACE OVER WATER, 
NOT OVER SPANISH TERRITORY.· MUNOZGRANDESALSO INQUIRED 
WHETHER DEVICES STORED •US HAD A~Y NUCLEAR ON SPANISH·TERRITORY 

. 4• GOS, SPECIFICALY FONOFF, EVIDENTLY 'IS BEING KEPT CURRENTLY 
INFORMEDOF DEVELOPMENTS PRESS;AT SITE AND IN INTERNATIONAL 
IT THUS APPEARS BE OPERATING ALL ESSENTIAL. ,IN AWARENESS 

'FACTS, WHICH .COMINGFROMO~N SOURCES AS WELL AS. FROM EFFORTS 
JUSMG',ANDEMBASSY.. , • • , 

.5. OF RELATED INTEREST IS INQUIRYTO EMBASSY FROMLOCAL 
AP CORRESPONDENT SOVIET TRAWLER, ~AS TO WH~THER REPl!fED TO BE 
IN ROT A AREA, HAD APPEARED ON SCENE.· NO MENTION TO US SO 
FAR BY GOS. OF THIS SUBJECT.'• 

l I ' ( 

• 6. AGREE 'KEEP DEVELOPMENTS CONSTANT ''.WE SHOULD UNDER .. AND 
CAREFUL.REViEW BEING SENT TO AREA. WE SHALL • AND EMBOFF 
REMAININ CLOSE CONTACT GOS AUTHORITIES IN .ORDER BE ABLE 
DETECTPROMPTLY IN ATTITUDE TRENDANY CHANGE OR UNFAVORABLE 

1.~IN OPINION SUSCEPT1BLE TO REMEDY BY US. DO NOT BELIEVE ANY-
1THING FURTHER SHOULDBE DONE AT THIS MOMENT. SHALL.KEEPDEPT.
f INFOR'MED,ANDSUBMIT.RECOMMENDATIONS ·FOR ANY-ACTION • 

CONSIDERED AS SITUATION 1 ',DESIRABLE UNFOLDS. 
GP-3 DUKE i • . , • • •l,I • •• ,,_ 

BT •• 

NOTE: Advance copy to s/s-o at 10:20 AM, Passed White , 
House at 10: 25 AM, 1/21/66 . 

COm'l];)i~lAL 
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,,_,RECD: JANUARY21, 1966 9i52 AM .. ' • I 

.Info FROM:, ~ MADRID· • 
.. 

ACTION:- SECSTATEPRIORITY 867 

. ' 
• "· 

·, 

.o·e MF I.BENT I Ab 'JANUARY21 

..CD WITH REFERENCE B52-KC-135 ACCIDENT, ALL THREE MADRID 
, . 

MORNINGDAILIES CARRIED ISSUED BY AIR ·FULL TEXT STATEMENT 
MINISTRYAFTER FOREIGN OFPRESSPLAYAND OUR ANNOUNCEMENT 
NUCLEARARMAMENT VIRTUALLYAND RADI0L0GICAL'SEARCH FORCED 
·GOS TO BREAK 0fFI~IAL=SILENCE. TEXT STATEMENT FOLLOWS:. • 

, 

(2) "WITH REFERENCE THAT OCCURRED TO AIR ACCIDENT OFF 
......-,- '.SPANISH.COAST, IN PROVINCE .ALMERIAC WATERS), IT •HAS BEEN 

ASCERTAINED BETWEEN AIRCRAFTTHAT IT WAS COLLISION TANKER 
AND LONG RANGE AMERICAN REFUELINGJET-PLANE, WHILE OPERATION 
UNDERWAY. 

I . ... . 

(3) " AUTHORITIESAND CIVIL PERSONNEL OF, AREA WENT TO HELP · • 
CREWS, AND MANAGED SAVE FOUR FLIERS, PUT OUT THE FIRE 
WHATREMAINEDOF AIRCRAFT, WHICH HAD FALLEN IN NEIGHBqRHO0D, 

1OF VILLAGES OF VERA AND PALOMARES. • . . 
(4) " THE.LARGEAREA, FIVE KILOMETERS IN DIAMETER,OVER 
WHICHDEBRIS WAS STREWN, AND RECOVERY OF ELEMENTS OF SECRET 
MILITARYNATURE,HAVEMADENECESSARYMEASURES BY THIS TAKEN 
MINISTRYTO INVESTIGATE ACCIDENTFULLY AND SEARCH IN SAFETY,
'IN ORDER OBTAIN AND ANALYZE FULL INFORMATION FINDINGS OF 
-SAFE FLYING PROCEDURE DE SEGURIDAD C PR0CEDIMIENTO DE 
VUELO>. 

I 

C5>"THE AIR MINISTRY APPRECIATES GIVENCOOPERATION ·BY LOCAL 
· AUTHORITIESAND CIVIL PERSONNEL ANDAND THEIR SPONTANEOUS 
COURAGEOUS MADE GIVEN AND WORK HELP, WHICH POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE 
UNDERWAY.TO COMPLETE INVESTIGATIONWITH ADDED SAFETY." 

C6) TEXT PRINTED UNDER HEADLINES:FOLLOWING ABCC PAGE ONE) 
--"SECURITY MEASURES IN ZONE. WHERETWO US PLANES FELL IN 

CQNF Y>it.TIA.I.. • 



caN.Fm~Nr IXL 

-2- 867, JANUARY 21 FROM MADRID 
'FLIGHT-OVERALMERIA.AUTHORITIESSEEK ELEMENTS OF SECRET 

... PLANE WAS CARRYING MILITARYNATUR~ YA--"WRECKED ELEMENTSOF 
SECRET MILITARY NATURE." ARRIBA--"SECURITY MEASURESIN AMERICNA 
ZONE OF VER AND PALOMARES. SEARCHFOR SECRET ELEMENTS OF 
MILITARYNATURf·WHICH MONDAYONE OF PLANES WRECKED WAS
CARRYING." • • •• '• 

'(7) DIRECTLYUNDERTEXT ABC RAN STORY FROM ITS. WASHINGTON 
CORRESPONDENT "PANIC OVER ATOMIC MASSIP H.EADLINED DEVICES.• 

I-'STORY REPORTED ".SOMETHING ATOMICCLOSE TO.PANIC·OVER WEAPONS 
IS SPREADINGIN US R

0 

AS RESULT OF TWO CONSECUTIVE •EARGUARD •• 
CRISES THiS WEEK." ·REFERS TO INCIDENTS (BROOKHAVEN' • 
LABORATORY USS LUCE) COMPLETELY TO SAC: AND ABOARD UNRELATED 
COLLISION. ARTICLE ENDS BY STATING PAST CRASHES SAC BOMBERS 
IN US WITHOUT ANY ATOMIC ACCIDENTCONFIRMIMPOSSIBILITY.OF,,1 , 

EXPLOS[ONDEVICES·. · i. 
, ,.

- . .~ 

(8) REPORTS.CIRCULATINGHERE THAT FOREIGN (INCLUDING US) . . 
NEWSREELAND TV CAMERA· fLANING TO GO TO CRASH .,CREWS' SCENE'' ! 
FILM STORY.. · • • • 

. .. \ 

(9) IF SECURITYMEASURESIMPOSEDBY SPANISH REMAIN IN EFFECT. 
DIFFICULT FORESEE WHATCAN BE' FILMED OR REACT ION MEDIA. • .
DUKE . • , • , • . 

....v+:11:e--·,·w•• ,~ 

NOTE: ADVANCECOPY TO;S/S-0 1/21/66 10:35 a.m. 

, -11-~ted 1-1MJ/Jrv ~t-· 
••• "I. ·; : ,.... 

.....---• ...,,.- .... 

' ~ \ )' 1,<iol • • I ,. • • 

, I.,. L, ' -~ 

·1.-~·1'!t-·~. :; : .. , 
.,, .·: 

~·.-......--
•• • l 

l 



INCOMINGTELEGRAM.uepartment of State 

SB8Ri!!'f 

JJ · H} ~\0,;{2r~S ~o:
· ZCZCLDN478 • 

Info 00 RUEHCR, 591966JAN~9 'PM,}\DE RUF HDN 006LL , 01 9201 5 .• 
ZNY SSSSS 
0 192015Z JAN 66 • , ' . • .- • : 
~M·AMEiVIBR~t MADRID) ,. ' • ' 

0 RUETC CSTATE WASHDC Il4MEDIATE£iID 
INFO RUFHDNIAMEMBASSY LONDONiMMEDIATE48 
·RUFHPAIAMEMBASS)' 84PARI'S IMMEDIATE 
RUFHPA/POLAD UNNCINCEUR IMMED1ATE· '' 

STATE GRNC · 
BT 
,..S i Q R & T JANUARY19 

REF 1:~81:EL 855 
,,. ,,.

DEPT PASS DOD AND HQ SAC OMAHA 
• . I 

~1 .. HAViJUST LEARNED LOCAL UPI CORRESPONDENTFILED STORY TODAY 
ON 'B-52/KC-135 ACCIDENTT1) EF.FECT THREE ATOM SOM~ RECOVERED 
FROM WRECKAGE OF US BUT ON~ STILL MISSING AND THAT HUNDREDS 

. TROOPS COMBING WITH GEIG£R COUNTERS. COUNTRYSIDE 

2. SINCE FOREGOING MAY LEAD TO ESCALATION OF MEDIA TREATMENT 
AND RAPID CHANGE IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, 'REQUEST
WASHINGTON SOONEST PARA3C~tARANCE OF DRAFT STATEMENT 
REFTEL FOR RELEASE AT AMBASSADORS AND SUBJECT DISCRETION 
TO FINAL CLEARANCE FROM GOS. 
'GP-3 
DUKE 
,BT 

I 

: I 
. ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-0, 1/19/66, 4: 10 p.m. 

• PASSED WHITE HOUSE, 1/ 19/ 66, 4: 45 p. m. 

i PASSED DOD and HQ SAC OMAHA, 1/19/66, 1/19/66, 4:55 p.m. 

!JOTE; HANDLE LIMO IS PER S(S-0 DECLASSIHED 
E.O. 12356. Sec. 3.4 
NLJ ¥8-/M · 

Byx~, NARA. Date ,E-1:$"-ff' 

- 9BORBT 
~ 
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INCOMING DepaytmentTELEGRAM of State 

5-S 
Info 

, 

LDNLI67 
PP Rl!EHC 
DE RUFHDN 004LL 0191755 
ZNY CCCCC 
R 1917552 JAN 66 . 
FM AMEMBASSY -lM~DRIDj 1 4 8, 

I 

9 8TO RUEHCR/SECSTATE WASHDC}856\
INFO RUFHPA/AMEMBASSY 83 1966 JAN 19 PM 110 PARS 
RuFHPti/POLADCINCEUR UNN 
ZEN/ AMEMBASSY 'LO NOON 4 7 
STATE GRNC 
BT 
C,PI N F I -;B E ♦J T' I ,At b JANUARY1'9 

DEPT PASS DOD, USIA -
REF EMBTEL. 847 

•' 

1 . ·• 
EXCEPT FOR PHOTOS OF WRECKAGE AND SURVIVORS, SPANISH PRESS 
COVERAGEOF SAC BOMBER-TANKER ·sTILL COMPARATIVELYCRASH 
SUBDUEDAND·VOLUME OF DANGER DIMINISHING. ONLY SUGGESTION 
TO SPANIARDS IN BRIEF ABC ITEM SAYING FALLING WRECKAGE 
"COULD H~VE CAUSED VICTIMS AMONG THE POPULATION." ALL ACCOUNT~ 
DEVOID ANY MENTION OF WEAPONRY OR AIR FORCE .INVESTIGATION 
AND SAFETY MEASURES. I , 

GP-3.DUKE .. 

NOTE: HANDLE As LIMDIS PER s/s-o 
Advance copy to S/S-0 1/19/66 1:17 ,Porn. 
·Passed White H;ouse, DOD, SAC, USIA. 1/19/66 1:40 p.m. 

j' ' 
/.

i" 

,.•• . 
DECLASStFIED 

E.O. 12356. Sec. 3.4 

}11 83-/§ 
By~, NARA, Dare f-1r-J>3' 



. d 

INCOA11NG DepartmentTELEGRAM of· State 

jj? 
ss TZCZCLDN463 

Info 00 RUEHC 1966.JAN·19 • PM l2 56 
. .....DE RUFHDN.003LL 0191.630 

• • ··zNY SSSSS 
0 191630Z JAN 66 • . . · • 
FMlAlilMBASSY MADRIDJ G •. ..... 
To RUE~CR/SECSTATE ass;wAsHoc IMMEDIATE 
INFO RUFHDN/A~EMBASSY LONDO~IMMEOIATE46 
RUFHPAIAMEMBASSY 82?ARIS .IMMEDIATE 
RUFHPA/POLAD 1UNNCINCEUR IMMEDIATE 
STATE GRNC 
BT • · · 
S ! CR Et JA~UA~Y 1~ 

,. 

REF DEPTEL 819 

.DEPT PAS.S DOD AND.HQ SAC OMAHA 
.... 

1. AS ANTICIPATED DEPTEL SPANISH ACUTELY SENSITIVE TO ANY 
FURTHERPUBLIC STATEMENTS ON B-52/KC--135 ACCIDENT. FONOFF . 
CIN NAME MUfISTERS'FOREIGNAFFAIRS, AIR AND NAVY WHOHAPPENED : 
TO· BE IN CONFERENCE-ATFONOFF WHEN EMBASSYTOOK UP CONSULTATION 
PURSUANTREFTEL>,POINTED OUT TODAY STORY DYING IN SPANISH 
PRESS AND LOCAL INTEREST SUBSIDING. FONOFF EVEN REQUESTED 
THAT.ANY EXPRESSION OF GRATITUDE ON OUR PART ··FOR SPANISH 
HELP IN RESCUE AND SEARCH, OPERATIONSNOT RPT NOT' BE MADE 1 

• PUBLICLY. • .• • · ' • 

PAGE Two· RUFHDN 003LL S!CftET 

• I2. HOWEVER,WHENINFORMEDSTORY MAr ASSUME ADDEODIMENSIONS 
ELSEWHEREIN INTERNATIONAL IT COULD !PRESS,.FONOFF AGREED 
CONCEIVABLYLATER BECOME DESIRABLE SPE'CULATIONTO RESTRAIN · 
WITH ANOTHER OFFICIAJ. STAT.EMENT. IN THIS SPIRIT, FONOFF GAVE 
1ENTATIVEAPPROVALTO DRAFT QUOTED BELOWON CONDITION FINAL 

·-·-GOS CLEARANCE IF US :BELIEVED CIRCUMSTANCESBE OBTAINED CHANGED 
REQUIRE_D STATEMENT.FURTHER 

.,, 3. FOLLOWING ,GIVEN'TENTATIVE 
I

IS TEXT OF DRAFT STATEMENT AND' 
' tCONDITIONAL'CLEARANCEAS DESCRiijED ABOVE: f 

! 

DECLASSIFllID -1 
.t­Authomy ,6WSC-l{ YJ.vvI.l:l,/'10 i 
t r 
rH-fL·NARA.Date {01)..,,u~ l 
'· 



I 
-2-855, January 19, from: Madrid 

' QUOTE. UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR BIDDLE DUKE' TO SPAIN ANGIER 
TODAYEXPRESSE'oDEEP APPRECIATION FOR THE WHOLEHEARTED 
ASSISTANCEPROVIDEDBY SPANISH AUTHORITIES AND CIVILIANS•IN . 
SEARCHAND RESCUE OPERATIONS FOLLOWINGTHE MID..:AIR COLLISION 

~oF TWO AMERICAN MILITARYPLANES ON MONDAY. I,,:t , 

. . 
:THE COLLISION INVOLVED A B-52 INTER-CONTINENTAL ANDBOMBER 
'A KC-135 JET TANKERENGAGEDIN A ROUTINE-HIGH ALTITUDE _ 
REFUELINGOPERATION.FOUR AIRMEN WERERESCUED, BUT SEVEN 
LOST THEIR LIVES. 

,/ 

PAGE THREE RUfHDN, 00,3LLpEC~•~' 
, f I 

IT HAS BE.EN ANNOUNCED BY u.S. AIR FORCE INVESTIGATORS THAT 
A SMALJr.EXPLOSlON OCCURREDOF CONVENTIONAL,MATERIALS:HAD ON 
THE GROUND ·AS A SEQUEL TO THE CRASH. THE EXPLOSION OCCURRED 
WHENWRECKAGE: ·THE TINY VILLAGE OF PAI.,..OMARES, .· .FELL N·EAR ·NEAR • 
V,ERA, CLOSE, TO_ THE' DAMAGED INTACT.· • ;' ITHE SPOT WHERE BUT nRTUALLY. 
TAIL ASSEMBLY OF THE B-52 BOMBERWAS FQUND. NO CASUALTIES • •. • • I 
AMONGINHABITANTSOF THE AREA HAVE BEEN REPORTED. • • . .., .: . 

• •• I .. 

RADIATIONMONITORING ARE OPE~ATING'IN THE AREA AND WILL TEAMS 
REMAINTO COMPLETE THEIR-SURVEYAND CONFIRM THE SAFETY 
OF THE SPOT. - • 

'! 

AN INTENSIVE SEARCH AND RECOVERY OPERATIONON LAND AND . . I 
I 
IOFF THE COAST IN THE ACCIDENT AREA IS BEING CONDUCTED JOI~TLY 

BY SPANISH AND AMERICAN FORCES. IN ORDERto DETERMINE 
THE CAUSE OF THE CRASH AND TO PRECLUDE A SIMILAR ACCIDENT, 
IT IS DESIRED TO RECOVER ALL PIECES OF THE WRECKAGE WHICH 
wr(L.LATER BE'CAREFULLY STUDIED BY AIR FORCE_tXPERTS. ' 

' . 
MAJORGENERA~STANLEYDONOVAN,CHIEF OF THE JOINT U.S. : ' 
MILITf\RY GROUP CJUSMG> AND MAJOR GENERALDELMARE. WILSON,
COMMANDERSIXTEENTHAIR FORCE, JOINED THE AMBASSADOR IN PRAISING 
THE C-OOPERATION RENDEREDAND.ASSISTANCE BY SPANIARDS. THEY 
COM~ENDED LOCATINGTHE SPANISH NA~Y FOR IMMEDIATELY AND DIRECTING 

-THE RESUCE OF THREE AIRMEN PARACHUTED.WHO INTO THE 
MEDITERRANEAN. • 

,, 

PAGE FOUR RUFHDN 0031-L SECRET 

THE UNITED STATES OFFICIALS ALSO 'VOICED GRATIFICATIONFORTHE,
USE OF SPANISH MEDICAL FACILITIES IN THE ACCIDENT AREA, 'THE 
CLOSE ASSISTANCE PROVIDEDBY THE GUARDIA CIVIL, AND THE. : 

" AID OF THE SPANISH AIR FORCE. UNQUOTE. , -' ·~ · • '. • 

~ 

1-



---

~ 
,'

-3-855, January 19, from~ Madrid 

4. SPANISH OBJECTED STRONGLYTO MORE FORTHRIGKTiTREATMENT 
OF RADIATION CONTAINEDIN ORIGINAL DRAFT, ANO AMBASSADOR,· 
ON ADVICE CHIEF· JUSMG WHO JUST RETURNED FROMSCENE OF ACCIDENT; .. 

•BELIEVES WORDING AS GIVEN ABOVE ADEQUATE.U.S. OFFICIALS • • 
HERE WOULD DECLINE'FURTHER ON SUBJECT IF QUESTtONED.COMMENT 
BY PRESS. • 

• I 

·5. MUST EMPHASIZE GOS VERY ANXIOUS THAT NO FURTHER 'OFFICIAL 
STATEMENT UN'DER AND ARE BE MADE EXISITING CIRCUM·STANCES 
LIKELY TO RELENT ONLY IN FACE CLEAR AND URGENT NECESSITY.· 
GP-3 
.DUKE 
BT 

Handle as LIMDIS per S/S-0 ~ 
Advance copy to S/S-0 at 1:00 p.m. 1/19/66 
Passed to DOD,_,.&Hq SAC Omaha at 1: 20 p:m. 1/.19/66 



·-06998'OUTGOINGTELEGRAM of State•Department . • ' 

INDICATE,□ COWCT 
0 CHAIGI! :ro • 

G 
...... 

ss 
SP 
SAH 
L 
H 
EUR 
IO 
p 
USIA 
NSC__.., 

86 
°"P"' ACTION: Am&nba•sy MADRID PRIORITY qr 3 

·INR~ CIA1 • 
I NSA 

ACDA 
SCI 
AEC 
HEW 
WHB 

fe 12 2 osPN'&S
INFO: DOD 

DODpass SYLVESTER 

SUBJECT:Presa Statement on Ba52 Accident 

1. Following inter-agency agreed preaa statement has been 

drafted with view to release in Spain, perhaps as joint Dnbassy.., 

Air Force release with concurrence GOS. Alternatively~ could-
be reworked into joint u.s . ..,Spaniah releaaet to be iaaued 

aimultaneoualy in Madrid and Palomares area. Our idea ia to 

have put out in Spain self-sufficient statement deaigned tell 

what happened within security limits, to have no press confer­

ence, and to answer no queationa concemiag eearch oper1&tioneo 

There ia to be no waahington release. Identifi~ti©ln of 

plutoniwa and uranium baa been made to permit questions about 

health and safety to be anavered 

on these isotope•. Dr. Langham 

this purpose. Would appreciate 
• 

foregoing course action. 

by reference to open literature 

carrying ample llllltarial fer 

soonest Embassy or GOSview~ 
;~-:-:;•";';_...,..,.DECLASSfflED,. ' 

t.o. t2356, Sec. 3.4 
NLJ 8B - /tJ.,;;>.. tv 

B .. NARA. Oate 8'-/S-..Jr 
Tolev,aphlc tran,mlulon and 

claNlflcllllo~ approved by, .EUR~ Mre Ledd:, 
DOD- Mr. Vance 
AEC - Mr. cannon ,. , WE.. Mro McK:Ulop 
USIA .. Mr. Hanson REPRODUCTIONFROM THIS COPY IS 
P - Mr. Phillipa PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 



Page 2 _________of telegram to,_;;_____!;A~•~BMN~~•~•~Y~D~~MAD~~l:!:ID!!....... _ 

~ 

2. Begin verbatim text: 

Search is being preaaed off the Spaniah Coast for the recovery 

of material carried by tha two planes involved in the recent air 

collision and for fragments of wrecllage which might furnigh ~lwe~ to 

the cause of the accident. Included aboard the B=S2 vhich collided with 

the ICC-135 tanker were aeveral unarmed nuclear weapmu,s, OKM! cf which has 

not yet been recovered. 

When this search and investigation have been conclw!~d., fll.irther 

announcement will be made of the reaulta. 

The impact of the weapona on land ~•used rupture of vNpon§ 

cases, which resulted in scattering of a amall amoumt of i,1utoniU1111 

(PU lia 239) and uranillJl!l (U 235) in th9 immediate~ vicinity of tile. 

points of impact. There was no nuclaar exploeioim. 

Built-in safeguards perfected through yura ~f e~tftdive Mfet1 

teating, have allowed the u.s. to handlte, store a1ICftrauport imucle,ar 

weapons for more than two decadas without a n~lear detonation. 

Thorough safety rulea and practice• alao have been d~veloped £or dealing 

with any weapon accident which might reaul.t ui the s1i.llint of nuclear 

-aateriala. 



·1. 

Page 3 of telegram to----'-_ ___:Ala!!!!lm!!!!N~•!.!•!JYL!MAD1l!!!!~ID-H-___________ _ 

Radiological smap-x surveys of the Palomares area and its 

human and animal populations have included detailed laboratory 

studies by leading Spanish and u.s. scientists. They have obtained 

no evidence of a health hazard. These experts say there is no ha~ard n 
from eating vegetables marketed from thia Rrea, from. eating ths m~at 

or fish or drinking the milk of animals. 

Steps have been taken to insure that the affected areas ar~ 

thoroughly cleaned up, and some soil and vegetation are being remo,,ed.. 

These measures are part of a c0111prehenaive program to eliminate the 

chance of hazard, to set at rest unfounded fears, and thuo to restore 

normal life and livelihood to the people of Palomares. 

End text. 

RUSK 



RECEIVEO 
EHA147 WHCA 
00 RUEHEX '",,,_ 
DE RUEHC 19456 0200500 ,,"'-, 
ZNY SSSSS 1966JAN 20 05 00 
0 200445Z 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC Ll ~IDIS DECLASSIFIBD=--3FC2~:T
TO RUEHEX/WHITE HOUSE IMMEDIATE 
RUEHJS/DODFOR NMCC IMMEDIATE 
STATEGRNC 
BT 

-~E Q R E T CITE 341, JANUARY19 

FOLLOWING 828 4201PARIS 3359,SENT ACTION MADRID INFO LONDON 
FROM SECSTATE JANUARY19,SIGNEO SALL 

QUaTE 

PARIS FOR JAMES 
,.) 

LIMDIS 

FROMSTATE AND DEFENSE 

BELIEVE STATEMENT 855 BY EVENT EMBTEL MAY HAVE BEEN OVERTAKEN 
REP~RTEDEMBTEL857 WHICHCARRIEDUPI WIRE HERE. IF GOS NEVER­
THELESSBELIEVES IMPORTANT EMBTEL WE WISH ISSUE STATEMENT 855 

PAGE TWO RUEHC 10456-S Ee R ! T 
DELETE FOLLOWING roRTIONS: IT HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED QUOTE BY USAF 
INVESTIGATORS EXPLOSION MATERIALSTHAT A SMALL 8F CONVENTIONAL 
HAD OCCURRED ON THE GRO~D AS A SEQUEL TE» THE CRASH. THE EXPLOSION 
OCCURREDWHENEND QUOTE AND THREE SENTENCES BEGINNINGWITH QUOTE 
RADIATIONMONITORING AND ENDING WITH QUOTE TEAMS UNQUOTE EXPERTS 
ENB QUQTE. LAST SENTENCE SHOULDBE CHANGED READ QUOTE US OF­
FICIALS ALSO VOICED GRATIFICATIONFOR SPANISH MEDICAL ASSISTANCE 
TO INJURED .AMtlllCAN IN THE ACCIDENT CREWMEN AREA ETC END QUOTE~ 

IN VIEW DEVELOPMENT REPORTEDEMBTEL857 EMBASSYSHOULDSEEK 
G0S AGREEMENT TO MAKE FO.R 16TH AIR FORCE AND FOR DEFENSE FOLLOWING 
SfATEMENTIN RESPONSETO ANY INQUIRIES: QUOTETHE SAC BOMBER 
WHICHWAS INVOLVED IN A REFUELING ACCIDENTWITH A KC-135 TANKER 
OFF THECOAST OF SPAIN WAS CARRYING UNARMEDNUCLEARARMAMENT.· 
RADIOLOGICALSURVEYSHAVEESTABLISHEDTHAT THERE IS NO DANGER TO 
PUBLIC HEALTH OR SAFETY-AS A RESULT OF THIS ACCIDENT. END QUOTE. 
WE WOULB HOLD THE LINE TO THIS ONE STATEMENT. 

ADVISE SOONEST. END. DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. '12356.Sec. 3.4GP-3. 
NlJ ?{i'-IJ:9- • 

UNQUOTE By &t6, NARA, Date K;-/,£;--J>f" 

BALL 
BT 

NNNN 



OUTGOING D_partmentTELEGRAM of Stat_, 
INDICATE, 0 COWCJ 
□ CHARGE TO 

~@380-

ACTION: i\memb.uayKlDUD ~ 
~!ATE .aZ2 II 28AN11 

LlKOU 

PO& THE ~ n«»I THE SICU'.l'ARY 
. . 

You are authorized paaa follwing to FonMin Ca11Uell.a cm my behalf. 
close 

QUO'J:BAmuaador Duke and l have been in naDf contact aince tbe unfortunate 

crMh in lpain of two US aircraft and I want to assure you that we are 

detenlined to do everything that we can to minimize the effecu ef date -

incident-

I haft asked Ambueador Duke to cent:-tnu .. to keep me ,ca•tted oe, a daUy 

buu and b> paa on to me ~iatelJ any •~tioM or ,,,_,. JIii.i--, .,y;. 

• '> make availabl~ tone.. MeanvbU.e, I Vlllllt yeu to know how deeplJ 1 -,,ree-tate. 

your coopent.1.on. END QUOD 

RUSK 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356. Sec. 3.4 
NL) 8¥-/~ 

By~, NARA, Date tf-tS"-f.~ 

Telegraphic1Nn111llllo• and
Dnhd 1,y, -.1keripr .. duollloatlot, """""'" by, 

WB O Mro Mclillop G/flf. ... Hr. Heyen 
1/S = Hr.. cd~"1rtt uao P Mr.. ltatlU.peC> 

REPRODUCTIONFROM THIS COPY IS 
PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 
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0 8 3 I 9•.OUTGOING;' ·Lepartm.entTELEGRAM· of. State ' 
INDICATE:□ cower 
OCHAIGE TO 

_ 00:tJPIBl!!f.l!hllb 
45 

;1/ 
Origin .. • ACTION: Amembassy MADRID'809 IMMEDIATE p 

llss PH '6'Rptd Info: RUFHPA/Amembassy PARIS 3~7inoomw.'P I 7 
I • • 

Paris Pass POI.AD CINCEUR IMMEDIATE 
ss DECLASSIFIED 
G Joint State-DOD Message. E.O. 12356. Sec. 3.4 
SP NLJ 33-//£~
L Re Embtel 839. .By'48, NARA, Date 8-/S;-tf~
H 
EUR Following is text of proposed presa statement for release 
USIA Torrejon once GOShas indicated no objectiona. 
NSC by 16th Air Force /IYI/IUG#C 

INR 
- QUOTE. A B-52 bomber from the 68th Bomb Wing at Seymour­CIA 

r NSA 
Johnson Air Force Base, North Carolina, and a XC-135 Tanker fromDOD 

Force 
the 910th Air Refueling Squadron at Bergstrom Air/mflfI Base, 

Texas, crashed today southwest of Cartagena, Spain, during 

scheduled air operations. 

There are reports of some survivors1 from the crews of the 
aircraft. 

An Air Force Accident Investigation Team has been dispatched 

to the scene. Additional details will be available as the 

investigation progresses. END QUOTE. 

• Statement has been cleared by Defense with appropriate. . 
Embaaay should 

military corrmands including 16th Air Force. s 

• • , . 1'.i.ti!9Phlc .tran1mllllon ■nd • 

. _'i/17/66 -~~• appn,wd by, 

DOD/OSD•Mr·.Goulding (in subs) WE - Mr. ·Ortiz 

WE • Mr. McKillop . REPRODUCTIONFROM THIS COPY IS 
- _...G9NPff,£NfBd.i .. . . . . PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 

• ~~MDS-322 



___ _ Page__.2,.___o.f telegram to, -'A=.::tme=-mb=a""'•~•~y,.__,_MAD,.,,,_,,~B.~ID,,,.,,____,,IMMED=....,,,'-"'IA....,..TE~-----------

-:YffllffiENTXAI 

DD 

obtain GOS clearance for inmediate releaae by 16th Air Force. Inform Department 

once atatement made. 

Neither DOD nor State conteq,late releaaing any information at thia time"; 

END 

ACTING 

B~ll. 

·\ 
I 
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