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June 30, 1964 

TO: Mr. Mc George Bundy 
The White House 

FROM: Mr. Benjamin H. 
Executive Secretary 

Attached for your information 
is a copy of a memorandum of 
conversation between The President 
and Mr. Harold Wilson, M.P., dated 
March 2, 1964 regarding Tour 
d'Horizon with Harold Wilson, 
Leader of British Labor Party. 

Attachment: 

As stated. 
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SUBJECT: Tour d'Horizon with Harold Wilson, Leader of British Labor Party 

PARTICIPANTS: US . UK 
_The President Mr. Harold Wilson, M.P. 3494-Mr. Tyler Mrs. Harold Wilson 

Mr. Giles Wilson (son) 
Mr. David Ennals (in charge of Research 

COPIES TO: in Labor Party) 

s/s S/MF INR/OD The White House 
S/P NEA G/PM 
G ARA ACDA 
EUR E Amembassy London 

I r The President told Mr. Wilson he was glad to see him again and 7 
Mr. Wilson recalled that he had last been in the White House in April 
1963, though he had come to Washington since then at the time of the 
funeral ceremony for President Kennedy. 

I The President said to Mr. Wilson that things seemed to be going 
a little better in Cyprus, and Mr. Wilson agreed though he commented 
that it seemed that a vote at the UN on the resolution had been post-

I
poned until tomorrow. The President said he had prepared.a message to 
send to President Inonu of Turkey that very morning, but had held off 
from doing so because it seemed that the Turks were coming on board. 
He feared the postponement implied that there was some difficulty 
coming from Makarios. The President commented that he had seen 
Makarios last year, and had formed the impression that he was a very 
hard man. (The President called Mr. McGeorge Bundy on the phone in 

1 order to get ~he latest information on Cyprus.) 

I The President asked Mr. Wilson why the UK consider~d it worth-
: while to continue to trade with Cuba, which represented only about 
! $5 million, when by so doing the.UK was creating so much anti-British 
j feeling over here. The President said that after the Prime Minister's 
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press conference in Washington on the subject, there had been 
a great deal of criticism of the UK. Had the Prime Minister 
merely pointed out that the UK had reduced its trade with Cuba 
from $55 million to $5 million, the effect would have been 
favorable instead of unfavorable. Mr. Wilson said that the 
reason why the Prime Minister had spoken in the way he did was 
in order to get votes at home by taking the position of a staunch 
defender of UK policy and interests. The President set forth 
the reasons that lay behind US policy toward Cuba and said that 
Castro's policy was a great threat not only to this hemisphere 
but to Western security as a whole. He said it was important that 
this fact should be understood. Mr. Wilson replied with classic 
British reasoning on not using foreign trade as an instrument of 

. coercion except in exceptional cases. He recalled that when he 
was President of the Board of Trade he himself had instituted a 
UK embargo on shipments of arms to the Soviet Union, and that he 
had at one point cut off all trade with Hungary when the Hungarian 
government had arrested a British business man. However when it 
came down to non-strategic commodities, it was British policy to 
encourage trade across the board. He pointed out that buses 
could not be considered to be in this category. The President 
said that the situation must be looked at in terms of Cuba's 
needs to keep her economy going. He said that buses represented 
80 per cent of Cuban transportation. On the other hand, US wheat 
sales to the Soviet Union were a one-shot deal and represented 
less than one per cent of the Soviet Union's need in wheat. 

·Mr.Wilson said he realized that this was a difficult issue 
between the United States and the United Kingdom and that he 
would do everything he could to keep it from playing a major 
role in the campaign. He said he thought that the British 
elections would take place in May or June, because the Tories 
would not be able to hold out until the last moment. He said 
he thought there would be a certain amount of anti-American 
sentiment aroused, in the course of the campaign, by the 
Conservative party. There were still memories of Suez, and 
there were back-benchers in the Conservative party who would 
play up to nationalistic feeling for electoral purposes. He 
stressed to the President that the Labor party was a strong 

supporter 
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supporter of NATO and the Atlantic cormnunity, and had a broad 
international outlook which was not the case with the rank 
and file Conservatives. He said the Labor party wanted to play 
a positive role in Europe but did not want "to be corralled in 
a little Europe with the Six." The Labor party was mindful of 
the broad interests of the Connnonwealth and wanted to play a 
part which would be in active support of US efforts to maintain 
worldwid~ security. 

Turning to defense, Mr. Wilson repeated almost verbatim 
the arguments he had used in his talk with Secretary Rusk. He 
said that a Labor government would want to get rid of the national 
deterrent which made no sense at all for England today. He said 
this would save 300 million pounds which could be used to put 
back the British fleet on the high seas, and would permit an 
increase in conventional forces so that the UK could play an 
active and useful role in putting out brush fires when ne~essary. 

The President asked Mr. Wilson for his views on the MLF. 
Mr. Wilson replied with the standard arguments which he had 
already expressed at lunch. He said that the only circum­
stances in which the Labor government would support the MLF 
would b~ if this were the only way to prevent Germany from 
acquiring-a national nuclear force. He said that he did not 
think that the German government wanted this, or that there 
was any support for this in German public opinion. The President 
asked Mr. Wilson whether he really thought that Germans had 
abandoned their desire to play a ·dominant role, and Mr. Wilson 
said that even if they wanted to do so, the West had the means 
of preventing this from happening. He felt that the MLF did 
have the result of putting the German finger on the nuclear 
trigger. He was apprehensive of a possible development whereby 
the. United States would no longer retain the veto, and Germany 
might find herself in a position of casting a majority vote by 
"three to two." The President said that such a situation would 
never be permitted to arise. 

Mr. Wilson said that in general the British elections would 
be waged and won on domestic issues, and he himself wanted to 
wage a ca~paign against poverty, as President Johnson himself 

was 
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was doing. The President asked Mr. Wilson how he saw the 
relationship between the UK Labor party and the Democratic 
party in the United States. Mr. Wilson said he thought that 
both had much in common. They were both parties of the people, 
with a strong social sense, and with a desire to develop and 
change institutions in the interest of the welfare of the 
majority, whereas the Conservative party was inclined to 
preserve the vested interests of a minority and to resist 
change and progress. The President mentioned the London 
municipal elections coming up in early April and asked 
Mr. Wilson how he thought they would go. Mr. Wilson said 
he was reasonably optimistic. 

The President mentioned the A-11, the new US interceptor 
plane. He said it had a speed of 3.2 Mach and a ceiling above 
70,000 feet. He said this was a very considerable technical 
advance which was of great importance to the Free World .. He 
said he had sent a message to the Prime Minister informing him 
about the announcement before he had made it. Mr. Wilson said 
that this plane was a very great development and that it pointed 
up th~ fact that it was useless for the UK to try to play a role 
in the same league as the United States in the defense field. He 
said that the UK just wasn't "in the same line of country," and 
that this was a further justification of the Labor party's policy 
to get- rid of the national deterrent . 

. . In conclusion, Mr. Wilson thanked the President for having 
received him, and his family, and said he hoped very much to 
have the chance of seeing him and Mrs. Johnson again in London 
and in Washington. 
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More on Harold Wilson (received from Harlan 
Cleveland) which you might want to look at 
before you meet with Harold Wilson at 4:30. 
Look particuldly a~page 5. 
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NOTES ON HAROLD WILSON AND HIS THINKING 

On January 23, 1964, I had lunch at the House of Commons 
at his invitation with Harold Wilson, the Leader of the Opposition. 
We covered a great deal of ground and I did not, of course, take 
notes. But some items are worth noting in view of the possibility 
he may be Britain's next Prime Minister~ 

lo General. 

I have known Harold Wilson since he was a tutor and I was 
a student at University College, Oxford. At Oxford he was extremely 
bright but personally rather shy. Ten years later, when he was 
a very young Minister (as President of the Board of Trade), he seemed 
rather too pleased with himself, and a little pompous. Now, 
fifteen years after that, he is still very sure of his own brillance, 
but has settled into a mood of relaxed confidence, seemingly in 
command of himself and of the situation in which he finds himself. 
He retains that joy of rapid and fancy intellectual footwork, 
which has long been his trademark whether in House of Commons 
debate or in private conversation. 

2. The Ca.mpa~&1!• 

As far as Wilson is concerned, the election campaign is 
already on" He says he thinks Home made a serious mistake in saying 
publicly that every action and statement must be judeed with the 
upcoming election in mind. This has given Wilson an opportunity 
to claim that defense policy should be non-partisan - while 
continuing to criticize the Government's defense policy. He asked 
what our practice was in Wasuington, and I told him there was a 
sort of unwritten understanding that the State, Defense and 
Treasury Departments were not a part of the campaign structure of 
an Administration running for re=election - though their perfor­
mance, of course, was always fair game in campaign oratory.
He said he thought this was a good principle and that he intended 
to keep reminding people about Home's ungu~rded comment. 

~lson said the campaign poses special requirements: Debate 
in the House of Commons is usually extemporaneous, but the 
campaign ·requires prepared addresses, mimeographed and released 
ahead of time. He ..li ~rally has to wri te-.a--large proportion • 
of his own st.uff, he says, though he can recruit volunteer help 
on specific subjects here and there among Labor supporters in 
the intellectual community. His own staff as Leader of the .: -·· •• 
Opposition consists of two girls in a smalr outer office. But 

WilsonDECLASSIFIED 
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Wilson still says that his best successes have come through ad 
libbing: In a recent speech on scientific research, which was 
sound enough stuff, the part that made the headlines was an ad lib 
addressed to British scientists who had emigrated to other 
countries ("Come back, you British scientists, because after 
the electio~ your work will be welcomed at home."). Wilson is 
consciously accepting speaking engagement.that follow ~ome's 
campaign trail. But unlike Home, he is largely avoiding an ad 
hominem approach, preferring to present his assessment of the 
Prime Minister's performance "more in sorrow· than in anger". 

Wilson went out of his way to tell me how much he appreciated 
Ambassador Bruce's delicacy in relation to the British political11campaign. Ambassador Bruce is staying in contact with the Labor 
Party, and generally avoiding anything that might seem American 
intervention in the process by which the British are making up 
their.minds. He said that when Labor won the election, he would j 
return the compliment by staying out of the American campaign; . 
that is why he wants to come to the United States in early March 
rather than later on. 

3. Command. 

Several remarks and one incident illustrated his own confidence 
that he is in ·charge of the Party's policy and machinery. He 
said his practice in dealing with dissidents in the Party was to 
ask them to come with their problems to his office in the House 
of Commons; not many would come and most who did went away unwilling 
to challenge his leadership in :public. The unpleasant incident 
in which George Brown appeared on a television show apparently //
intoxicated and certainly belligerent, has removed the one major

l\ challenge to Wilson's position as leader. 

While we were sitting at lunch, the shadow Postmaster General 
(Douglas Jay?) came to the table and there was a brief discussion 
of an issue which ·•happened to be hot that day. Apparently the 
Government had recently passed a rule that enabled the Post Office, 
for a fee, to distribute junk mail to everybody's home in a given 
district, without the sponsoring company having to go through
the labor of finding names and addresses and putting them on 
envelo~es. The Conservative Party machinery was starting to 
use this new rule to flood political literature into the homes 
of voters in a number of constituencies. Wilson had given the 
Prime Minister a kind of ultimatum, either to change the policy
?r.face a major debate over it~~ t~e House of Commons. I was 
inter_ested that in the colloquy ~~~ween his shadow Post"14~~er 
General and Wilson, that Wilson was clearly in charge of the 
strategy, and· rather bolder in charting his political moves than 
his colleague was inclined to be. 

... Staffing 
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~. Staffing the new Administration. 

Wilson has very much on his mind the task of executive· 
leadership which he is confident will face him in a few months. 
He asked me a number of questions about the hist~ry of the 
White House staff, and was extremely interested in my
recitation of the early Roosevelt days, Louis Brownlow's 
Committee on Administrative Management, and the concept of 
the Presidential Assistants with a "passion for anonymity". 

Wilson said that the War Cabinet Secretariat was, of course, 
quite a strong central executive staff during the 19~0•s, but 
had withered away since then. The Prime Minister, he said, 
now has only four private secretaries, and twenty stenographers
and clerks. One of the four professional assistants is occupied
full time with ecclesiastical patronage, the nomination of 
Bishops and the like, and another is a full-time note-taker. 
Of course, a Prime Minister doesn't need "a Congressional
Relations Staff" since he and his colleagues are in and out of 
the House of Commonsevery day and, in any case, have an 
automatic majority when they need it. CI reminded him of 
my definition, at Oxford, of the British system of government:
"The system in which the legislature is trampled upon by an 
executive of its own choosing.") 

On his prospective personnel selections he was remarkably
frank. Certainly franke~ than it was prudent to be with a 
visitor like myself: 

. He repeated his intention to appoint Hugh Foote, 
"as a member of the Government", to be Permanent Repre­
sentative of the United Kingdom at the UN in New York. 
The arrangement he has in mind is consciously modeled 
on U.S. practice whereby Cabot Lodge and Adlai Stevenson 
have been members of the Cabinet. Wilson questioned me 
closely on the arrangements for handling UN affairs in 
Washington, and seemed inclined to build up the 
"backstopping" function in this field • 

• He spoke of Patrick Gordon Walkar,now the shadow 
Foreign Minister, as "having good ~udgement most of the 
time". He said Gordon Walker had got a little excited 
over Malaysia", so he (Wilson) asked Gordon Walker to see 

Ambassador 

CONfIDEN;!'I~ 



CONf'IDEN'fIAb 

Ambassador Bruce to get the full story of what Attorney
General Kennedy had been trying to do on the Malaysian
question • 

• In the Foreign Office, he said he regarded Harold 
Caccia as somewhat old-fashioned and would prefer to bring
TreVe~an (now Ambassador to Moscow) in as Permanent Under 
~ecretary. He seemed to assume that the Permanent Under 
Secretary, who ia, of course, a career man, in the British 
system, was just as subject to being·ahifted as a Minister 
is, with a change of Administration • 

• He likes the id~a of having a Disarmament Agency, an~ 
again asked me something about the·setup in Washington 
on disarmament. He said he was thinking of Kenneth Younger 
as a director of the work on disarmament; Younger, who is 
now head of the Royal Institute of International Affairs at 
Chatham House, is no longer in Parliament and could not, 
therefore, be a Minister. Wilson thinks that disarmament 
should be definitely within.the Foreign Office, and not an 
independent agency • 

• Wilson indicated that on the Detep1eside,_he would 
have to appoint PS@isun11e1 in the first instance at 
liffllt. His commen on ea± y was ~He is no McNamara, he 
is not much on cost effectiveness." 

S. International Peacekeeping. 

During the week I was in London, there was much discussion 
about Britain's "thin red line" of troops engaged or likely to be 
engaged in emergency peacekeeping effc:rts here and there around 
the world. Wilson's thinking seems to be veering toward more 
vigorous British participation in and leadership of United Nations 
peacekeeping operations: Labor's policy on the Congo was of 
course quite consciously parallel to our own, and the Labor line 
on Cyprus was to call for UN Intervention. (Wilson's comments on 
Cyprus, some of which are overrun by events since our luncheon, had 
a· careful and practical tone befitting a man who thinks he may soon 
have to take responsibility
I believe, and said, that 

for the consequences
the role of Britain's 

of his opinions.)
"thin red line" 

of conventional 
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of conventional forces around the world should increasingly be 
that of participation in international peacekeeping ventures under 
UN sponsorship. 

6. British Guiana. 

In a wide-ranging tour d'horizon of current issues that 
might affect the Nlations between the United Kingdom and the 
United States, I commented that perhaps.the most dangerous
decisions would have to do with preventing British Guiana from 
becoming "another Cuba"; British Guiana's location in the 
Western Hemisphere would inevitably.make any U.S. Administration 
feel that Britain should aqt in the matter only in the closest 
consultation with Washington. Wilson grinned and said that was 
just what David Bruce had been telling him. The trouble, he 
said, is that the u.s. in backing Burnham·overtly and covertly 
was backing the losing horse, "just as Britain did in Zanzibar." 
He went on to say that Jagan had sought him (Wilson) out during
the abortive constitutional discussions in London, and tried to 
get the Labour Party to intervene with the· Government to force 
a coalition. Jagan has since been writing to Wilson. I had 
the_ impression t ..at Wilson might be more willing to see British 
Guiana become independent.~- under a Jagan Government than the 
Conservatives are todayo 

Harlan Cleveland 
•·:. ...,. -·. . . 

IO:HC:mtb ·08tiFIDENTIAL 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 2, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

The attached memorandum shows what Wilson has 
been saying in other places so far. 

George Ball gave a lunch for Wilson today, and at 
my request he has explained to Wilson exaatly how 
we feel about any public statements he may make. 
Wilson has assured Ball that he does not intend to 
discuss Cuba in any way, shape or form, and that 
he will limit his comments to the press, as he did 
with President Kennedy, to a general statement 
that "we discussed common interests of the Alliance 
and of the defense of the West." Ball says he got 
the signal loud and clear, and remarked that while 
Home had used buses for domestic mileage, he 
would do nothing of the sort if only because it 
would seem repetitive and thin at home. 

I am seeing him at 4:30 before he sees you, and 
I will convey the same message again. I will 
also give him a few words on British Guiana, whiilh 
it may be better for you not to mention yourself, 
in the light of the fact of our private understanding 
with Home, which must be carefully protected. 

McG. B. 
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SUBJECT: Harold Wilsonis·ms 

In his discussions he re, Wilson has be en putting forward the following 
lines: 

l. The British Deterrent. He repeats his ear.lier insistence that Britain 
must give up the so-called independent deterrent. His arguments re·main 
the same. The deterrent is not independent; it is bought in the United 
States. It cannot deter; it can only serve as a catalyst. Moreover, it is 
not an admission ticket to the conference table. Britain has other justifi­
cations for participating in international meetings; its so-called national 
deterrent does not get it there. Moreover, if Britain does away with its 
national deterrent, perhaps Ger·man desfres can.be curbed. 

2. Europe and de Gaulle. De Gaulle raises Wilson's hackles. But in 
Wilson's view the only alternative is to live with him until nature takes its 
course and make s.ure that in the interim the rest of Europe doesn't fall 
within his grasp. 

As for the Common Market, the Labor Party has no intention of seeking 
early entry. The terms must be appropriate, but with de Gaulle at the 
helm in France, appropriate terms are unlikely. (Wilson has other 
problems with the French. He considers the French Socialist Party s 
the least reliable of the Socialist parties in Western Europe and Guy Mollet 
a Communist-leaning Socialist.i - o:,o dv ~ .. 

3. Nuclear Disengagement. Wilson supports the Polish (Gomulka) plan, 
although he apparently does not know its contents. Wilson's own for·mula 
for disengage-ment calls for the removal of nuclear weapons from Central 
Europe (the precise area not defined) with no limitations on conventional 
forces. This, in Wilson's view, could be tied to an agreement to regularize 
relations between East and West Germany, and assure West Berlin of its 
continued survival, perhaps formal incorporation into the Federal Republic. 
(Wilson claims he has Brandt's support for this. I doubt it. There's little 
in the proposal to appeal to a German leader, particularly on the eve of 
elections.) 

SEC!tE'f -



~€:R ST -2-

I expect Wilson will take this general line with the President. But I 
see no difficulty in handling it. I am sure the President will not want to 
get involved in British partisan issues. In so far as the Polish plan is 
concerned, our stance is that we are prepared to consider it, but have only 
just received it (it was delivered to our Embassy in Warsaw on Saturday) 
and are going to study it carefwly. 

- SECRE'i' 
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THE WHITE. HOU!:. 

WASHINGTON 

March 2, 1964 

MRS. ROBER TS: 

This short memorandum 
should be added to the 
President's papers for his 
talk with Harold Wilson. 

McG. B. 



'- IJ • 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 2, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE PRESIDENT 

The Secretary of State called to ask me 
to remind you that nothing that Alec 
Douglas -Home said about the timing of 
the British election should be repeated or 
reported in any way to Harold Wilson. I 
told him I was sure you had this point in 
mind, but I would pass on a short reminder. 

McG. B. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W,~S HI NG TON 

March l, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Your Meeting with Harold Wilson, March 2, 4:30 PM 

Harold Wilson, the British Labor Party 1s leader, is making his third 
trip to the United States since taking charge of the British Labor Party 
last year. He met with President Kennedy last April and invited him­
self to Washington for the funeral in November. 

This visit is timed to follow closely on the heels of your meeting with 
Douglas-Home. It is important for the British election campaign, 
and you will have to give him about an hour. (I am still about 2 ~ours 
ahead of you on my hour-a-week program). 

I think you will find Wilson interesting, affable, persuasive, and 
seemingly sincere, (although he is widely accused of opportunistic 
insincerity). His detractors say that he has a photographic memory 
and can "spout names, dates and quotations like a champion quiz kid. 11 

He is a cold man. 

His political line is friendly to the United States except for reserva­
tions appropriate for a Socialist leader and a defender of British 
national prestige. He insists publicly and privately that Labor will 
be a more reliable political partner for the United States than the 
Tories have been. 

You probably will want to let him tell you his views of British domestic 
problems and major international issues. He enjoys talking. 

You also will want to give him a sense of your own basic policies. 
(The State Department memorandum (Tab A) provides useful checklist 
for this purpose.) In particular, I think you may want to emphasize, 
as you did with Home, our views on Communist trade with Cuba, so 
that Wilson will take back the same impressions Home did. At Tab B 
is my memorandum of your conversation with Home. You might also 
want to stress, for Wilson's benefit, our continuing interest in the 
multilateral force (MLF), emphasizing that we look at the MLF as 
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originally con-ceived -- a response to Allied wishes and not a project 
being hoisted on our partners. The State Department brief takes a 
somewhat stronger line that I would. It is also important that Wilson 
be fully aware of your determination to pursue the search for peace at 
Geneva and elsewhere. 

For background purposes, I am attaching CIA 's biographic statement 
on Wilson (Tab C). In this connection you might also be interested in 
David Bruce's judgment -- that Wilson's "greatest danger might be a 
tendency to express his views with unnecessary freedom and verbosity 
without having sufficiently weighed the complexities of the problems 
covered." 

McG. B. 



Sa.. 
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WASHINGTON 

DECLASSIFIED February 28, 1964 
Authority E.O. 11652 SEC. 5(A) and (D) 

-€0N.FlDEN'l'IAL Bz,., yZs a N.ABSa lmtt J/.;i ~IZ7 

MEMORANDUMFOR THE PRESIDENI 

Subject: Your meeting with Harold Wilson, Leader 
of the British Labor Party, March 2, 1964. 

Purpose of Harold Wilson's visit to the U.S. 

To become acquainted with you and your ideas, to enhance 
his public image in Britain, and to reassure you regarding his 
reliability as an ally. You met him at President Kennedy's 
funeral. 

The Election 

The present odds favor a Labor victory in the elections, 
which must be held within the next eight months. The Labor 
Party has been out of power since 1951. Many of its leaders 
have never held responsible government positions. A certain 
amount of experimentation is inevitable if Labor wins. Never­
theless, the main lines of British foreign policy are accepted 
by both Parties and the British public and will not be radi­
cally changed. With the increased prosperity of the British 
working class there is less incentive for radical solutions 
or economic innovations emphasizing class divisions. The Labor 
Party realizes that to win it must appeal to the growing 
floating vote which is largely middle-class in outlook. 

The Man 

Harold Wilson badly wants to become Prime Minister. He 
was identified with the left wing of the Party until he became 

its leader 
«GONFIBElffllL -

GROUP4 
Downgraded at 3-year intervals; 
declassified after 12 years. 
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its leader last year. Not a man of strong political con­
victions himself, he now probably reflects the consensus 
of Labor Party opinio~ He has succeeded in getting the 
warring factions of the Party to present a public image 
of unity in face of the conman need to win the election. 
Wilson is an intellectual, a former Oxford don, and a 
skilled debater in the House of Coumons. Somehow, he does 
not inspire a feeling of trust in many people. This is 
his greatest political handicap. It has led some to say 
that in the next election, the British are faced with a 
choice between "smart aleck and dumb Alec". 

Items for you to raise 

1. Ask him about his election prospects, the timing 
of the election and the main aspects of the Labor Party 
platform. 

2. Tell him about our efforts in the pursuit of 
peace. Discuss with him our proposals at the Disarmament 
Conference. He may in tum outline Labor's ideas on 
improving East-West relations including a nuclear-free 
~ and an area of controlled disarmament in Central 
Europe. 

3. Explain to him the basis of our Cuban policy. 
Tell him why we consider it essential to prevent an up­
turn in the Cuban economy. He will take a line on the 
Cuban issue similar to that of Sir Alec Douglas-Home. 

4. Go over with him our preoccupation with the 
situation in British Guiana. Some Labor Party spokesmen 
favor independence for British Guiana as soon as possible. 

5. Review the situation in the Far East. Tell him 
we shall continue to help iiet-Nam to win the war; 

de Gaulle's 

GONFIDmn'IAL 
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de Gaulle's recognition of Connnunist China harms the Free 
World; the U.So supports the peaceful national independence 
of Malaysia. 

6. Inform him we believe that the kind of improved 
nuclear consultation Labor is seeking will only be mean­
ingful if the major non-nuclear countries in the Atlantic 
Community possess a share in strategic deterrents through 
the MLF. 

Item which Mr. Wilson may raise 

Harold Wilson will say the views of the Labor Party 
on many major issues are actually closer to those of your 
Administration than those of the Conservative government. 
He will try to give the impression that you will have !!.2. 
difficulties in working with him should he be the next 
British Prime Minister. 

Mr. Wilson will be accompanied by Mr. William R. Tyler, 
Assistant Secretary for European Affairs. 

~~ 
Dean Rusk 

Enclosure: 

Schedule of appointments 
for Harold Wilson. 

CONFil>ENTIAL 
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Schedule of Appointments 
for 

Harold Wilson., leader of British Labor Party 
February 29-March 3, 1964 

February 29 - Saturdq -

March 1 - Sundq -

March 2 - Mond.a.'Y-

March 3 - Tuesdq -

1:30 p.m. -

6:30 p.m. -

8:00 p.m. -

12:00 noon -

1:00 p.m. -

7:00 p.m. -

12:00 noon -

1:00 p.m. -

3:30 p.m. -

4:30 p.m. -

6:00 p.m. -

8:00 p.m. -

9:00 a.m. -

lltOO a.m. -

Arrive at Union Station 

Press reception at bane of 
Denis Greenhill., British Minister 

Dinner given by Assistant 
Secretary Cleveland 

Meet with American correspondents 
at home of Michael Robb, 
Inf'onnation Minister, 
British Dnbassy (subject to 

confirmation) 

Lunch given by Under Secretary 
Harriman (stag) 

Dinner given by Senator and 
Mrso Fulbright 

Secretary McNamara 

Lunch g1ven by Under Secretary 
Ball at Blair House (stag) 

Secretary Rusk 

The President 

Background briefing for British 
correspondents at the Embassy 

Dinner given by the British 
Ambassador 

Press conference 

Depart from National Airport 

*** 





,.,.., 

...se_ 

THE WHITE' HOUSE SANITIZED 
B.O. 12356.. Sec.}·'WASHINGTON .NLJ q3_;,, 
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February 13, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD: 

President's private conversation with Prime Minister Douglas-Home 
Wednesday, February 12 {as described by the President at 12:45} 

The President and the Prime Minister met privately from 11 o'clock 
Wltil just before 12. 

They discussed the problem of Cuba. The President made clear 
the depth of American concern on trade with Cuba. The Prime Minister 
said that he quite understood the importance of this problem to the 
United States. He said that the British had a firm national policy in 

ould noith an 
reverse. 

The President reminded the Prime Minister of the understanding 
between President Kennedy and Pri.Jne Minister Macmillan with respect 
to British Guiana. The Prime Ministe'Ji/lAillllill.W.lii,,,iiliiiliii,j.i.llllii.i....WliMl,ji1,,,,611Jii..~ 

ood thi 

The President also raised with the Prime Minister the question of a 
planned raise in the British bank rate. The Prime Minister undertook 
to report the President's concern to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Mr. Maudling, and said that the British government had understood 
that the U. S. Federal Reserve might be planning to raise the re­
discoW1t rate, for its own reasons. 

The President and the Prime Minister discussed Southeast Asia, and 
the Prime Minister agreed that in the case of Vietnam the British 
government would do what it could to help, although it must help very 
quietly because of its peace-keeping role under the agreements of 1954. 



,;~- .• ,1"""· 

\ .. 
.... . .. 

-:::&ECR:w:tr -Z -

The Prime Minister and the President also discussed the problem of 
Indonesia and Malaysia. In particular they reviewed the Attorney 
General's recent mission. The President explained the need for a 
decision about aid to Indonesia in the light of new provisions under the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1963, and the decision to send the Attorney 
General as the best emissary available to review the situation and to 
attempt to create an environment in which assistance to Indonesia VK>uld 
not have to be ended in circumstances damaging to U. S. interests. 
Up to this point the mission had been successful. The Prime Minister 
made it clear that he fully understood the purpose of the Attorney 
General's mission and believed that it had been genuinely helpful. Un­
fortunately, it had been. badly reported and much criticized in the 
British press. (~ater in the day in a larger meeting the Prime Minister 
made it clear that during his visit he would find an opportunity to inform 
the press of his favorable impression of the Attorney General's mission.) 

The President and the Prime Minister spoke briefly about Zanzibar 
and the Prime Minister indicated that he would see what his govern-
ment could do to improve the situation there. 

The President and the Prime Minister discussed the political situations 
in their O\VIl two countries. The Prime Minister informed the President 
that his party was gaining with each passing month. If certain London. 
elections should go well in the spring, he would call the election at 
once. Otherwise he might put it off as late as October. The Prime 
Minister spoke particularly of his affection and respect for the Secre­
tary of State. 

The President and the Prime Minister briefly discussed East-West 
relations and confirmed to each other their strong • find new 

The President and the Prime Minister talked briefly about General de 
Gaulle. In response to a question from the President, the Prime 
Minister said that he really did not know what made General de Gaulle 
tick. He had certainly done a great deal with the internal affairs of 
France, but on the world scene he was a problem. 

McGeorge Bundy 

---C:::::SiliGR:.S'f. 





THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

CONFIDENT IA TI January 23, 1964-
MEMORANDUM FOR BROMLEY SMITH 7 
SUBJECT: Harold Wilson I s Meeting with the President 

In view of speculation that the British elections might take 
place as early as March, I suggested to the Department 
that Ormsby-Gore be told immediately of Harold Wilson's 
scheduled meeting with the President on March 2. 

I do not think we want to be in the position of having Harold 
Wilson (by an oversight) here in the middle of a British 
election campaign, By keeping David Gore informed, the 
British Government at least will not be caught off guard. 

DECLASSIFIED 
. J'4L1;;.-~o- 77' N 5c..fl-2.¥- 7~ 

Authonty ~ • 
By /2-g ;NABS, Da~ K-Jk-'1~ 

GONPIDEM'1'IAL 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

To: Bromley Smith j 

From: Ken O'Donnell 

March 2nd is available for 
the President -

I assume that this is all O. K. 
with State Dept. -

~ 
~~ 
-rat \/S 4A-~ 

&;;;;Ji~y rGV V •'""5, 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

~-o·~ 
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IHCOMING DepartmentTELEGRAM of State /). p 
DECLASSIFIED 

____ e=6=MF;;..;!=f)=!l=.f'l'=IAl:.~----.:~A.a1H~.hority and (D)E.O. 11652 SEC. 5(A) 
Adion --- -----··-- ------· 
EUR PP 'RUEHCR · . .·~~ J1k 1 ·NARS,Date3/27177.:

DE RUFTLN 4860 21/12482 
M'' I0 \ 4 4 .49 • •P 2112382 ZEA~ 

'1 l~J1 JN·I 21 N,1 8 4~ • . !Info FM AMEMBASSY/LONDON 
......... ss TO SECST ATE~ffi)-C-

jsrATEGRNC . . . .. . . . ., G BT . • . · l r. 
PR -/C O _N F I & E-;~;-¼ It ~IOR~TY~ANUA~Y TWENTYFIRST•_1·.PM~i 

RMR ·ATT~NTIONASSIST~NT SECRETARY TYLER. . . • :\ . . ~· ' 

,ALTHOUGHFORMALAPPLICATION NORMALLY VIA BRIT . ,SHOULD- COME 
EMBASSYWASHINGTON, WILSON ME ON PERSONAL BASIS •• HAROLD CALLED 
THIS MORNING TO STATE'HIS.PijOBLEM REGARDINGSEEING PRESIDENT. 

~ • 

I HAD TOLD HIM UPON MY RETURN HE°RETHAT PRESiDENT. COULDNOT 
RECEIVE HIM BEFORE MARCH. 

. .. . . 
, HE-HAS NOW ASKED ME TO ASCERTAIN .AN. APPOINTMENi_ \JHtTHER ON 
MiRCH2 WOULDBE FEASIBLE. IF SO, HE WOULDARRANGETO 

·J~,-~R CEIVE A UNIVERSITYDEGREEDURING-THECOURSEOF HIS SHORT 
CFN 3377 1 · 2· ·• 

PAGE2 RUDTLN486C 8. 0 N F I B E- N- T 1. A l 
JRIP, AND ALSO PROBABLY •·GO TO.CANADA. 

THE REASON HE ASKS FOR SPEEDY CONSIDERATION OFAND IS HOPEFUL 
THIS DATE BElNG ACCEPTABLE IS: 

. ' ' . 
1. THE DOMESTIC ELECTORALCAMPAIGNIS IN FULL SWING HERE, 
AND HE HAS A CRO\JDED CALENDAROF MAJOR SPEECHES. 

2. THERE IS STILL, ACCORDING ,TO HIM, THE POSSIBILITY OF A 
MARCHELECTION. I' RECOMMEND TO PRESIDENT,.' THAT,' IF CONVENIENT 
DATE OF MARCH 2 •• BE THERE· ON MARCH 1ST,BE AGREED HE· COULD 
BUT THAT BEING SUNDAY·! HAVE ASSUMED, ALTHOUGHHAVE NOT ·soI 
INFORMED BE U_NSUITABLE. .WILSON, _THIS WOULD 

, . I 

1THIS MATTER IS URGENT.FROM WILSON •s VIEWPOINT.·. A RAPID.REPLY. 
;WOULDBE MOST HELPFUL TO ME.IN.RELATION TO'MY OTHER DEALINGS , 
.WITHHIM.• GP-4. BRUCE. • .. . • . . . ' , , 
BT · _ . ., 
CFN 1. 2• 2. 1ST GP-4 . ' 

REPRODUCTIONFROM THIS COPY IS 
__ ceat_lF_I_D_m_~T_J-'_!1., _.pROHIBITE0 UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 



cc: Mr. Tyler 
7c/-

DecemNI' 11, llU 

(My dear Harold) 

la "•"' to 7ov Letter al .December 17 
abcNl tM pMaildUq flf ,ovr Yia1Ulal a.aUatted 
Sw.tea IA late PeN"IIU7, 1 dlaw1ed tll1.a laat 
Dillat wltla IHntal'J &Uk aad WiWam. T71er 
CAuiataat ...,._17 ot State for Boo,_. 
Attall'a). 11le lffnta17 1a tMl'o~ apeealtJa 
to tla1a 111 priMiple. 1 apJ.alllN to lum tbat 7oa 
wen aot •-itlel'Ull it •• a11olt1caia1vlait, and 
tllat if tbe proper c1earaaae wen obla1Dedfrom 
tile state De,.l'llaeat 1• woa&d tllea cleal wltla 
it tlal'oll&la tM 1"_...lp Uffloe aDd tale Britiala 
F-mheN7 111 \\ ulataatm. 

l)ean Ruk ba• ilaatnacted BW T7Jer to 
take tM matter 1&paext wffk and aaoertaiD ••11 

aad llow tlWI col&ld be fiuecl 1llto die Preaideat'• 
aclledale. T71er •W commllllicate tllll rea111t to 
tll18Smlte1a7dlu1acm1abeeDN. andtbe 
Milllater, Lewi.a Joma, Will pro-,,n, pt Ill 
tOl&cb witll 7011. 

l &Jltieipate no cUtflol&IV wll&t••r noept 
\lie off cll&Aoe tllat tbe Pnaiclem m.~t M •••7 
at tllat Umt. 

Pi.a .. OCIIH tlwl Jetter, dictawcl IA 
but•. •• 1 am 1•v1D1 for Waaln,t• ill a few 
miDl&tea. 

Witla m, warm pel'ffaal nprda &ad every 
1oocl WUlll for a llapp7 Clamtmaa, l am 

TIM Rt. Hoa. 
Harold v.11.aoll, o. B. E. , (David Bruce) 

HOIINolCommw, 
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When I met you last week 
I raised with you the qucRtion of my visiting 
Washington. 

As you know, I hoped to visit 
the U.S. early in January, partly to rece:t.ve nn 
honorary doctorate from a New England university, 
but also with tJtc intention of visiting 1i'ashington 
to bring myself up to date on recent Washington
thinking on ,vorld af fai rR, and, of· cot1 ree, to answer 
any questions on Labour Party 

With the 
h.ennedy I naturally reviewed 
course, extremely anxious to 
but recogniRe the difficulty 
advance of SirAlec Douglae-Ho1ne' s vir-ii t. At the same 
time, with the possibility of an early election, 
I should not wish to delay my visit too long, and 
I think it is important, having regard to conditions 
in this country, that both of ne should have the 
opportunity ~f meeting the President. 

if you could rai8e 
of my going to the 
the last occasion, 
nnothe~ engagement 
in the u.s. 

immediately get in 
and I should 1,erhaps 
visit Toronto to fulfil Rn oft repeated invitation J::, 
to address the Canadian Ex1,orters Association. 

I should be grateful, therefore, 
with Washington the possibility 
U.S. in late February. As on 
the vi. Ai t would be re lated to 
(in this case the honorary 

Ae soon aR I henr from 
touch with the university 

mention I would intend 

policy. 

death of l'resident '!..;,.:· 
my plans. I am, of •~tfmeet the President, , ''( 

doctorate)_'.,;\ 

you, I wil~ • 'fr 
concerned,~-~ 

also to ; "tl 

: ~ ;·.:~ 
": .•~: 

"\. •! r,-. 
•~.:,i 

' ;",,'f; 

~ ..~:i~ 
•• '! jft 

f';:·n 
't.'l; ►.to 

;1,,J:
•· • ,'//!\~i· 

: }\ 

of pro}losing this in 
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13 3PM 

HAROLD WILSON LUNCHED ~LO~E WITH ME YESTERDAY~ 

HE WOULD LIKE "To COME TO THE UNITED StATES WITH THE HOPE •. 
OF MEETING THE PRESIDENT AFTER THE VISIT OF THE PRIME ' 
MINISTER; ·HE THINKS IT WOULD BE INDECOROUS TO DO SO •' 

.. ,f.. 'EARLIER. • ' 

HE WILL MAKE HIS NORMAL APPLICATION THROUGH THE. FOREIGN . , • 
OFFICE VIA THE BRIT EMBASSY WASHINGTON. • , , • ' .. 

' 
WILL DISCUSS HERE WITH- SCHAETZEL WILSON •s VIEWS ON TRIPS .• 
TO WASHINGTON BY OTHER IMPORTANJ LABOUR PERSONALITIES; • 
HE HAS RESERVATIONS. ABOUT THEIR DESIRABILITY IN SOME 
INSTANCES. , 

GP-3. BRUCE 
·ar 
CFN 2753 13 3PM GP-3 

p ST ATE GR 110 
BTus .k-°'"""1n-..... ___ ..,, 

RM.R FROM BRUCE. 
\ 
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CONlFilIDEN Tff AlL 
OFFICE OF THE ASSIS'.Wl'r SECRETARYOF DEFENSE 

Waah1Dgton, D. C. 203)1 

InterziatioD&l. Security Affairs 
5 March 1964 

In rep~ refer to : 
1-3433/64 

MDDWmlJM OF COlfVDlSATIOlf 

SUBJECT: Visit of Mr. Harold Wilson, Leader ot British labor Party 

Place: Secretary Mclfuara •s Office, Pentagon 
1210 - 1245, 2' March1964 

Participants: 

Un1ted !1¥"!o• Side 

Leader ot •Bri t~sb Labor Party - Mr. Harold Wilson 

United States Side 

Secretary of Defense - Boben, s. McJlemarJL 
Assistant Secretary of Defense, ISA - Mr. W1111aa P. Bandy 

"· .. Aa ■i•tant, Jbropeu Region, ISA - Captain J. G. Andrews, UBI' 
'• 

1. Public AnnouncelleDt 

Mr. Wilson stated tbat he considered 111• call an o:ttic1al, in:f'ormal. 
Met:lq; that 1f asked 'by the press what he and Secretary McBamara talked 
about he would :aerely 88.7 11def'eue •. In response to a query Mr. McNamara 
stated tbat he ex.,ected to l•Te tor the I'm' •Bt 'DmrsclQ' and 'be gone 
from Vash1Dgton about a week. Mr. Wilson 19&14•that it the press asked 
hill about Southeast Asia, he woul4 sq he would ha.Te to wait to hear what 
Secretary KcKaara ha4 to 8&7 vben he_ returned. Mr. Wilson was assured 
tbat the stateaents attributed to Mr. Oordon Wal.lter as a result of his 
wting with Secreta'r7 )tf.c••n did not reach the press tbrougb any action 
OD the u.s. side. 

2. Southeast Asia 

Mr. Wilson Aid that Britain IIWlt at all costs ensure that both India 
and .Malaysia are defended llllitarily and econ6mically - the fall of either 

])ECLASSIFlED 
~uthorlty E,O. 11652 SEC. 5 (A) and (D)' 
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would meaD the end of British iDtluence in the area: Mr. McRmne\'A,said 
tbat Vietnaa was the key to all of the rest of Southeast .Asia. JIBsaid 
that he was not sure Vbat ve should do. The situation vas COJl.l)&rable to 
that which existed in 1961 when the U.S. had embarked on a MsaiTe trdn:Sng 
:progralll. Mr. Wilson inquired of the intentions for carry1ng the var 
into Borth Vietmmi. with the attenda:a.t risk ot br:SngJ-. in the Chinese 
Conw1n:Ssts, indicating that he considers it a paraJ.le;L to the Korean 
situation ot the early 1950's. Secretary' Mcllewr•· indicated that no 

. specific course of actiOD.llaA "- determined. 

Mr. Wilson asked whether Laos vasn 't the back.door to Viet.mm and the 
Pathet Lao responsible for getting support to the Viet Cong into Vietnam.. 
Secreta:ry Mc:laNr., agreed that this was so. Mr. Wilson TOlunteered 
that he had asked Khrushchev why he dicln • t bring pressure to bear to en­
force the neutrality agreement 1D Laos and that Ialru.shchev had replied 
that his 1nfluence did not extend that far. Mr. Wilson advanced the 
opinion that Khrushchev would hate to see South Vietnam. tall as it would 
appear to be a vindication of the m.11:1tant Chinese Comalmist ideology. 

3. labor Defense Policy 

Mr. Wilson discussed the Defence
4 

White Paper and the defense 
' 

debate 
in the House of CoJ1110ns. Be thought the Paper much too sld:mpy, al.thoup 
an :blrproveaent on last year• s. He went to somelength to reiterate 
Labor's unequiTOcal. supp()i-t of the Holy Loch arrangement, being called 
lil)On to do so because the Labor front bench had failed to respond to Mr .. 
'J!lor:a.eycroft's question on that score in the House last week. He did 
add that labor might fawr labeling Holy Loch a l'ATO installation ( solely 
tor U.S. use, of course) but tbat was aerely a •tter of •D011111Dclature 

.Mr>.Wilson reiterated Labor's intention to ck>away Yith the U .. l'.o 's 
nuclear torce. With the con.siclerable 8Wl8 aa.Ted thereby he ,.....ad 1Ja... 
prove the conTentional forces' equipaent (not neceaaarily the D'Wlbers 
of perBODJ1el, al thoqb. :more mne:r voul.4 attract mre people) u4 improve 

. its a>bility. Be believed that if a cou:a.try the size ot Britain ti-1.a. 
to have •a little of eTeryth:bag• it wound up With •a lot ot nothiq•. 
Part ot the 1JaptroTedconTentional posture and a>bilit7 vould consiet 
ot increasing tll• na,-J. construction program. 

Secreta:ry Ucl'emen.rm.encl the U.S. position on aircraft carriers 
aD4 stated t11at their principal role was in non-maclear wi&r. He then 
brief'J.y ex;plaine4 the concept ot the SIOP and etated t11at because of the 
increases ill muabers of Polaris and other strategic weaponsit YOUl.4 not 
'be :a.eceBS&l"J'to assign SIOPcommitmeD.ts to aircraft carriers after J.966.... 

2 
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Mr. Wilson asked whether aircraft could get through Ru9Sian defenses. 
Mr. Mcllamara vent into the U.S. intelligence estimates and capabilities 
at some length. 

Mr. Wilson made a point of the clever political wording in the 
Defence White Papers, Justit;yiDg the independent deterrent on the grounds 
that "a potential ene!JQ'm.gbt be tempted to attack in the mistaken belief 
that the tJn1ted Sta tea would not act unless America herself were attacked/" 
He vent on to say that he had been told that the cost of developing wea­
pons systems.was risiDg at a rate ten times that of the GBP's of the 

· We1tern countries and therefore Bri ta1n would be happy to have a Sll&l.ler 
set of golf clubs and have the U.S. have in its bag the ma.shie for getting 
out of that bunker; 

Mr. Wilson would like, when Britain was divested of her nuclear 
capability, to develop highly :roobile fire brigade forces to be used Fast 
of Suez and in Africa and elsewhere to keep the peace. He would like to 
see it develop in a Comn:>nvealth context with, bopetul.ly, a:>re CollK>n­
vealth participation. Britain could go into a lot ~ :these. 1111Stable 
areas because she bad at one tille governed many of them and there was 
a reservoir of good will rema:Jning. The U.S. couldn't go into these 
places vith~t having Russia vent to do so too. It was gratifying that 
the F.ast African countries had requested British aid. Mr. Wilson and 
Secretary McNamara asreed that it was impressive bow 1111chbad been 
accomplished there with so few troops. Secretary McNamaranade the point 
that next time 1t would ~ire :roore. Mr. Wilson enl.arged on his fire 
brigade concept by- stating be would like to see the U.K. l.ooked to as 
a regular contributor of UH peace-keeping forces mcb the same as Sweden 
is., or tbat the Comn:>nvealth fire brigade operations could be carried out 
with some sort of UN blessing or acquiescence. 

Secretary McNamara stated that the U.S. would be very- glad to see the 
u.x..have this capability-; that whereas the U.S. has the strength to 
field the peace-keeping forces there was a conviction 1n some quarters 

- that doing so would put a disproportionate share ot the cost of defense 
on the U.S. 

Mr. Wilson ment1one4 the TSR-2 and Aid tbat 1t it looked as good. 
as he h"4the :Jmpression it was, a labor govermneDt would continue the 
program. In response to Mr. Wilson' a question, Mt-.. McBeaa.raamtioned 
the 'lTX Y1th its Ter7 dellauding specitications vbicb necessitated adopting 
variable geometry 1n the 
knowledge and experience 

sveepback ot 
the UoS. bad 

the Yings. 
gained 1n adapting 

Be al"° mentione4 the 
the B-52 for 

low altitude flight. 
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CON IFHlI»lE NTH A lL 

Secretary- McBam.ra explained that our offer to destroy B-47's 1n 
return for destruction of :Badgers was prompted 1n part by a desire to 
avoid their comiDg into the hands of third parties (Indonesia, etc.). 
Mr. Wilson was informed, 1n response to his query, that the British 
V-:Bomber force is more akin to the U.S. B-47's than the B-52's. 

4. French ·••t Asia Policz 
,. ' 
-~ 

Ml:-.Wilson volunteered that he thought de Gaulle was :aerely wk1ng 
mischief ri.th his suggestion ·for neutralizing South Vietnaa. He said 
that Labor was unalterably opposed to the idea, that South Vietum should 
not be neutralized unless Borth Vietnam. were also, and the latter Ya8 
:lllpossible ot acCOllpl.iahment. He advanced the rationale for de Gaulle 
that French pride and prestige had sutf'ered a st-1ng1:ng bl.ow 1D French 
Indo-China and the French would derive some satisfaction if the U.S. were 
to sutter a comparable defeat 1n that area. 

5. Italian Govermaent 

Mr. Wilson took credit for having gotten Benni to go along rt th 1'A'l'O 
Yith the argument that he need not reverse himself b7 coming out loudly 
1n BAro' s support, but he could support it b7 :mrel7 recognising the 
existing situation. Mr. Wilson believes the Italian Government is 
"resilient 11 

( if not strong) . 

6. German Socialists 

Mr. Wilson volunteered that the Labor Party was in close touch at 
a high level ri.th the Geran Social Dea>cratic Party and had very good 
rapport. Die contact had come about through an initial endeavor to 
discuss disarmament but the discussions bad soon range4 over the entire 
spectrwa of defense. In Mr. Wilson's view it is a healthy deTe1opment 
and would be TfJ'r7 useful if labor viDs and the Soc:laliats llhould eoae to 
power. 

7. Politics 

Mr. Wilson pointed out that he had tabled his support of increased 
defense expenditures vithout botherins to call a Party conference. '!he 
fev dissenters had been identified and dealt ri.th SUJ111111rily. '!bis 
illustrated the solidarity of the Labor Party and the tact that it was 
no longer 1n the dep1orable state of haTing to depend for support on 
the pacifist unilateral disarmament element. 

' 
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lebor is somewhat on the defensive in its position on the nuclear 
deterrent; the Conservatives appe&l to the national pride of the "llltUl 
in the pub" for support in retaining the deterrent whereas -the intelligent 
people and responsible press all agree with lebor. Mr--.•Wilson -hopes to keep 
the issue on a high plane and to avoid anti-American or anti-German slants. 
Secretary McNamarahoped that the campaigncould be carried off without 
having either becoae issues. 

It Iabor wins, Fred Mllle;y, now ShadowSecretary' ot State for Air, 
v1l.l become the nwiber two man in the Defence Department and be responsible 
tor organization and management. 

Mr. Dennis He&le;y w1ll v1s1 t Waabingtoa later in March. Secretary 
McBanarasaid that he would be happy to see him. 

Memorandumof Conversation Approved by: Mr, Bundy, ASD/ISA 
Prepared b;y: Captain J. G. Andrews 4 March 1964 
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Comptroller (2) 
Mr. William TTler, State (6) (Susgest 

distribution to Embass;y London) 
Mr. McGeorgeBundy (1) 
Mr, Henry Owen, State (2)
ISA (6) 

5 

COMJFfiJD)JEMTHAIL 



-- - --
f ilson to LBJ L~ 

3/4/64 



March 9, 1964 ,,r 
~ 

Tltuk• ftry ~• IM .,._ 1'0la ol Muell 4'. 
0.. talk wu a 1•eat ,.._. f• me, _. 
W.e. Jobu• awl I ""' raech eaj.,..
-..dna U.e. • OD pd Oil••• 

TN papa•• heft U-•tM. .,... .tilt la the 
m .. t f'lrltHMlly way .... I am putlnlal'ly 
awa-"d fu the c-... aad N.iniat with whldl 
f• atated ,_,. poeltl• n .... ltlft le._. . 

.... niy. 

TIie H.,._able Huold Wll .. 
RaueofCemmoa• 

LAIIMNI.... ·• ·• 1 
l:aal 

LBJ :McG. B. :ms 



. 1;;..a..~ -
• J,. I ~• I ' 

. I'--'... ' .:,/~,,.
' I 

I l.fj). 
. 

-, td b.~ \.·. , ll·-....-' ·-· L"1 

J,ouse of Commo~. 

'l.onbon.6.11.1 

4th March, 1964. 

I should like to thank you again 

for so kindly rece~ving me on Monday. 

It was a great pleasure and honour. 
to meet you and I appreciate the time you gave to our 
meeting, as I know how tight your daily schedules 

must be. 
I found our talk most stimulating. 

I need hardly tell you how much 
my wife, Mary, and Giles enjoyed their time with. 
Mrs. Johnson and the fact that they were able to·. 
meet you· later. 

You were both most kind and made our 
.trip a memorable one. 

With every good wish, 
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UNOFFICI~ TRANSCRIPTOF PRESS CONFERENCE 

GIVEN IN WASHINGTON 

ON TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 1964., 

BY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HAROLDWILSON, P.C., M.P. 

Gentlemen, if we are all gathered, I have not much in the way 

of a statement, but just to get it on the record you will know, 

I think, who I have seen while I have been on this short visit 

to Washington, after some weekend talks with members of the 

Government, with Senators and others. Yesterday, of course I 

met Secretary MacNamara, Under-Secretary George Ball and some 

of his colleagues, Secretary Rusk and President Johnson. I 

also had talks with Mr. McGeorge Bundy. As I have made clear 

in answer to questions, as an opposition leader I am not here 

to negotiate with the Government; oppositions can't negotiate 

with Governments. I have come to bring myself up to date on 

Washington thinking on big world issues and to answer any 

questions that have been put to me, and there have been very 

many, about my own Party's policy on world affairs. Now, are 

there any questions? 

Q. Mr. Wilson, will a Labour Government seek closer economic 

and. political ties with continental Europe, and if so what kind 

of ties would you have in mind and how would you go about it? 

A. We w~nt closer economic ties with_ everyone, but we think 

that the right answer to this,. to get the closer economic ties, 

_is through the Kennedy round and the removal of impediments to 

trade in. _the Western World as a whole. So far as the Common 

Market in Europe is concerned, which I gather is probably what 

you had in mind, thqse talks of course were broken off. My own 

Party listed five very clear conditions that must be fulfilled, 
' 

including the right to have an independent foreign policy; the 

right to plan our own economy; the rights of our E.F.T.A. partners 

: /(E·uropean 



(European Free Trade Association.partners); the position of 

British agriculture,· and above all freed.'om to go on importing 

from tne··comnioriweal'th, as her'etofore. These·conditions were 

laid down·before the Labour _Party could have supported entry. 

Those conditions.remain. We are prepared to . . ·. resume 

negotiations with, the Common 1tarket only on those conditions. 

As .far as political ties are concerned, we have always rejected 

any concept ion o.f a supranational political orga.nisa t.ion in. 
, ' . 

Western Europe, c.ov~ring, saY, ...4efepse and foreign policy. We 

belie~e it is important not o~ly for Britain but for the world 

for.Britain to have our. own foreign policy,. and in any case we 

regard .ourselves as a wo.rld, power, as a country with world 

interests, particularly through the Commonwealth and I think we, 

the wh9le British people, would resist any idea of being 

corralled in Europe. 

Q., Mr. Wilson, do you subscribe to the theory that ~he well'.'"'fed, 

relatively prosperous, communist is .Less dangerous than the lean 

and hungry one? 

&. If you ar~ asking me to say whether I agree with Sir Alec 

Douglas Home on this point, .I do agree with him. This has always 

'be.en the view of the La hour Party, and I remember very well when 

I went to the Soviet Union in 1935, .I think the first Westerner 

.to go there after Stalin's death, Sir Winst~n Churc.hill who was 

at _that time not only. Prime Minister but Acting Foreign Secretary, 

was very keen to hear what. I found and the first que~tion he put 

to me was:. "What; is their attitude to consumer goods?I' He felt 

that if they were aiming to raise living standards in the Soviet 
4 : ! • 

Union he thought that w~:mld .have very considerable international 

effects. 

/Reuters 
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Q. Mr. Wilson, Reuters reported yesterday, lait_ night, 
.. 
I assume, based on the background that you had given British 

correspondehts, that you said that NATOis in a critical stage 

and that you have certain plans how to help. Could you tell 

us what these plans are? 

A. I think this was based actually on something I said on the 

record outside the White H0 use. We do boJ.ieve that NATOis 

going through very great strains, partly of course because of 

the French attitudee We feel that our own proposals in 

relation to defence policies will help to make NATO more effecti va ~ 

We believe there should be much more concentration on the 
' 

deterrent, for example, in terms of the. Vlester:i 

Alliance rather than in terms of individual Europea~ countrieso 

Also we feel that the pressure in Europe for a separate European 

deterrent excluding the United States is e. d:1.-:;ero:.is proposal 

and would be divisive within NATO. We believe it would cause 

a diversion of effort from the job of making NATOmore effective,, 

Q. Sir, I notice ~hat in your speech at Bridgeport you said yo,_ 

are not convinced that the M.L.F. has any function. Sir, you 

also apparently opposed going ahead with the plans for a British 

submarine, nuclear submarinee Where do you come down then in 

terms of defense policy if you were Prime Minister. The M.L.Fo 

seoms to be a means of-coming down the middle, 

A. Oh I think that I have always said that on the M.L.Fo, on the 

mixed manned force, if we were convinced that this was the only 

way to stop Germany from ':)ecoming a nuclear puwer then reluctant2.y 7 

very, very reluctantly, we would go along with it, but we are no·'.~ 

convinced of this. And we feel that this particular proposal 

adds nothing at all to Western deterrent strength. The motives 

are purely political, and we believe that this, so far from 

sublimating Germany's nuclear ambitions might whet her appetiteo 

/We believe 
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We believe that the right answer here is to recognise Olearly 

that the nuclear power in the West is in the hands of the 

United States and that pretences of other countries to be 

nuclear powers are or will become shortly unreal. And we 

would like to see much more work done in NATO on the basis of 

consultation about the circumstances in which the Western 

deterrent is used to see that we are all more closaly involved 

in the targeting, the deployment and the rest. But we beli~ve 

the right division of labour within the Western Alli~nce for 

Britain, for example, is to strengthen our conventional r°or'ces. 

We have all paid tribute, and rightly, to the very good Job 

done by the British troops recently in East Africa and indeed in 

Cyprus where they have shown great restraint and done a 

remarkable job, But the elastic.is stretched very tight so far 

as Britain's conventional forces are concerned, and a redeploy­

ment of our defenoe policy saving resources on the nuclear 

programme and improving the number of troops, improving their 

equipment, above all, improving their mobility~ would we feel, 

be more helpful to the Western Alliance and the cause of peace~ 

You have got to remember that Britain has a very long naval 

tradition, has tremendous contacts with the Commonwealth and 

with former Colonial powers and I believe that we have a unique 

contribution to make within the Alliance and whenever United 

Nations peace-keeping is required, on the basis of that naval 

tradition and that Commonwealth connection, arid that's where we 

see Britain's defence policy being deployed. 

/Q. In a defence 
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Q. In a defence debate last week in the House, Thorneycroft 

managed to c9nfuse the Labour position on the Americans at Holy 

.Loch. Should you come to power, would you permit the Americans 

to continue there? 

A. Well, I do not want to carry on our little domestic political 

arguments over here but I have seen reports, and inde.ed I was 

asked on arrival in_ Canada, about Mr. Thorneycroft's question 

to the Labour Front Bench. His question related to the Holy 

Loch Base. Well, of course, Mr. Thorneycroft, perhaps his memor3 

is not as good as I thought it was because I remember being on 

television.with him in Britain on the 6th of Jun~, 1962, wh~n he 

thought it pertinent to put that question tom~ very clearly in 

front of ten million people and he got a very clear answer, and 

indeed, I think he does know the answer really about where we 

sta~d because I said it agatn on British television, only a month 

ago, that, so far as the La_bour Party is concerned, we accept the 

Polaris Holy Loch Base, but it is our view t_hat as soon as 

possible thi~ should be turned·. into a NATO responsibility because 

-~ British Labour Government will, of course, fully honour any 

obligations laid upon us by NA;TO. 

Qlt Mr. Wilson, referring to your previous remarks, there is·. a 

report in London that you would be prepared to put the British 

Navy under the United Nations. 

A •. I understand that one or two English evening papers are 

running that story on the basis of something filed in Washington, 

this is of course a complete lie. Under any Government, 

Conservative or Labour, the control of t~e armed forces will be 

JOO _per cent within the sovereign control of the United Kingdom. 

And I have explained what I think would be a valuable role for 

our armed forces, suitably built up, in putting out brush fires, 

in dealing with problems, particularly East of Suez, or should we 

/say 



say in Asia or in Africa, and it would be right that from time 

to time Britain should make an appropriate contribution to a 

specific United Nations peace-keeping operation, That is what 

is happening in Cyprus or what is now currently to-day proposed 

for Cyprus. We would want to strengthen our forces so that we 

could respond to calls, whether from the Alliance or the United 

Nations, to deal with situations of danger in various parts of 

the world. But the suggestion that we should put the British 

Navy under the control of the United Nations, or anywhere, except 

under the control of our own Government is really too fantastic 

to deal with. 

Q. There was quite an opposition in this country and .also in 

Western Germany against any schemes of the nuclear freeze in 

Central Europe and one of the arguments is that it is going to 

undermine the whole Atlantic Alliance and also unbalance the 

present power structure in Europe. What is your comment? 

A. You are talking about proposals for a freeze on tho build-up 

of nuclear systems in Central Europe. Our position is, and 

always has been, that we support the ultimate aim of a nuclear 

free zone in Central Europe and at the same time a planned and 
' '. 

agreed reduction in conventional armaments in that danger area. 

As a step towards this, we welcome proposals for a free~e or 

nuclear weapons there. But we do make two very important 

conditions for these proposals. • One, that it must not relate 

only to the two Germanies. It must extend further East than 

that, Poland and Czechoslovakia, for example, Secondly, we 

insist, as did the United Natlons Resolution on this subject, or 

its sponsors, we insist that it should be done in such a way as 

not to alter the balance of force - the balance of power 

/between 



between East and West. It should not be a back-door method of 

reducing the ~trength of one side or the other. 

Q. Mr. Wilson, would your Government ba any more cooperative 

than the present British Government in cutting off all trade 

with. Cuba except for food and medicines? 

A •. Our position in relation to trade with Cuba is exactly the 

-same as that of the present British Government. There is no 

party difference, or intra-party difference in Britain, on that 

question. 

Qo Would. you give us your views on General.de Gaulle's proposals 

for-neutralization of Southeast Asia and also the effects that 

. the recognition of .~ommunist China will have in that area?, 

A. ~n ~he first question of neutralization, for example in 

South Viet Nam, we think this is in present circumstances a 

vi,sionary proposal. It would be right only if you could get a 

total and effective neutralization of North Viet Nam, and with 

a Communist regime there, we would regard that as improbablo, if 

not impossible. Therefore, ·we cannot regard this as a helpful 

suggestion on the part of General de Gaulle. 

With regard to the French recognition of Communist China, this 

. was, of course, so· far as recognition is concerned,·"- the British 

Government 14 years ago recognised Communist China, de facto, ·as 

the Government with effective control of China which is always 

the test that any British Government, Labour or Conservative, 

, applies - this was a decision of the Labour Government, and was 

supported from the Opposition benches by the then Leader of the 

Opposition, Sir Winston Churchill, who said this was a right 

decision. And, of course, the position of the two parties in 

Britain has not changed since that time. However, if one looks 

underneath de Gaulle's motive at this ..time, at this and certain 

other things, w,ell one is free to speculate on what he is really 

after there. /Qe You havoJsaid 
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Q. You have .. said that if' you come to power you will seek to 

renegotiate or denegotiate the Nassau Agreement. Could you 

tell us what you mean by that? 

A. We believe that the Nassau Agreement involved a decision 

that Britain should try to maintain the pretence of being an 

independent nuclear power. We do not believe you can talk 

about an independent British deterrent if you have, in fact, to 

buy it from an ally. More specifically, we believe this is the 

wrong use of Britain's limited military resources and the wrong 

contribution for Britain to make to the Alliance. We belie·ve 

that a British-owned Polaris would not add anything significant 

to Western deterrent striking strength. Vve cannot envisage any 

circumstances in which Britain would want to use it alone. We 

would not want to use it, for example, in another Suez operation. 

I hope to God we've seen the last of that kind of operation. 

I think they would not want to take on the Soviet Union alone 

fo~ the sake, as Sir John Slessor, one of the great Air Marshals 

said, of exacting a certain posthumous revenge bn the Soviet 

Union. I sincerely trust that no one would want to use it for 

the purpose of triggering off a nuclear war, a catalytic 

operation-·to bring America in, and we therefore feel the proposal 

is more connected with shall we say, prestige or some nostalgic 

considerations o But the serious thing, a proper defenoo posture 

for Britain, is that this does spend very considerable resources 
. . . . 

in money and materials which we believe could be better deployed, 

I have said I think Britain's role could be a very significant 

one in the world on the basis of our conventional forces. 

, Britain is a world power and I think that we should be able to 

deploy our resources so that we can behave like a world power, in 

peace-keeping operatlons. 

/Q. (inaudible) 



Qo ( Ina ud i bl e )' 

A~ If we won the election, in due course, we would come over 

here for ½ide ranging defence discussions not just on the Nassau 

Agreement but on the whole question of the future of Nb.TO with 

particular reference to getting agreement and consensus on the 

circumstances in which the Western deterrent would be used. 

And a greater share and greater voice in NATO nuclear policy. 

We think that is the way that NATO should be moving, not • 

splitting off into ownership of separate deterrents. Moreover, 

passionately, we are anxious to get an agreement ·to stop the 

.spread of nuclear weapons all over the world, and we beliove 

that separate deterrents stand in the way of that agreement. 

May I say finally, we believe that if individual countries 

insist on having their own deterrent it will be impossible in 

the long run or even in the short run to stop Germany becoming 

a nuclear power and we believe that that will be a very 

dangerous development~ 

Qo Mro Wilson, the suggestion has been made that if the 

submarines are built and if the delivery of the Polaris missiles 

continues, and is completed, that you would place these sub­

marines under NA.TC, is that true? 

Ao The position is of course, that the election has got to be 

held this year, and the submarines can't have made very much 

progress by that time, We believe there is a need for a very 

.much expanded conventional naval ship-building programme in 

Britain and we would hope to convert them from their present 

design to nuclear povrered tracker submarines. I don't know 

·whether that will be technically possible, it rather depends on 

when the election is and how far they've got, If they had got, 

in a sense, past the point of no return here, we would obviously 

be prepared to offer them for the Western deterrent within NATO 

/on whatever 



10. 

bn whatever basis NATO is going to be organised. Exactly as 

the present Government, and in our view, rightly, has handed 

over the V-bombers to NATO. 

Q. Mr. Wilson, you have been quoted as saying or implying in 

some earlier remarks that you believe a Labour Government could 

get along better with the American Government than the 

Conservative Government. What do you have to document that? 

A. Well, I wouldn't put it quite in that way; I wasn't 

answering that particular question when I said what was quoted, 

I think it's something I said iri London last week. I think 

·that any Government in Britain has a very close identity of 

,interest with this ~ountry because of our ancient ties, because 

of- our common interest in the Alliance, but I would mention one 

or two areas where I think.our thinking is very close to that of 

.Washing.ton. We have in all the arguments about the United 

Nations, for example, the Congo operation two or three years ago, 

strongly supported United Nations action against somewhat 

different attitudes on the part of our opponents. hgain, to 

take a very up to date question, we take exactly the same view 

about an arms embargo to South Africa as the United States 

Government, and indeed the United Nations takes the same view 

now. Then again on certain aspects of disarmament, I think we 

would £ind ourselves in very considerable agreement. We warmly 

. welcome for example President Johnson's proposal for the freezing 

of missile systems which we regard as a very big step forward; 

we think there is a great deal in, and strongly support, his 

proposal for a b~nfire of obsolescertt bombers. 

We believe that one of the fundamental aims of the United States 

administration is an anti-proliferation agreement. We share 

that•view. Of course there are differences between us and 

·;Washington 



Washington policy - two have been mentioned this morning. 

One is trade with Communist countries; another is the question 

of recognition of Communist China. On these issues-we are not 

in agreement with the United States Administration, and on both 

these issues, as I say, there is no argument as between the 

parties in the United Kingdom. 

Q, Could you tell us why you don't accept the American argument 

that in trading with Cuba the Western allies are endangering the 

security of the free world, in that Cuba, because of its 

\ subversive action, is more than just a threat in the Carj_l,'O'~nri 

a,rea? 

A. We are of course very well aware of the strong feeliRgs here 

about Cuoa and I think we are very fully aware of the arguments 

that have been deployed in this connection, both in Sir Alec 

Douglas Home's visit and in my own. But it has always been 

the tradition and the policy of British Governments not to use 

trade embargoes as a means of enforcing political differences, 

even the deepest political differences. We have, of coufse, had 

an embargo on strategic materials and arms - I myself introduced 

the one in relation to Russia, and Eastern Eur ope at -the. time of 

the Berlin air lift, when I was in charge of Britain's trade - and 

of course we all support a complete control on the shipment of 

strategic materials or arms to Cuba. We have always taken this 

view, but as to a general trade embargo, suocessive British 

Governments ha.ve been against this. We, for example, have· in the 

Labour Movement been highly critical of Spain but it was never 

the policy of the British La boqr Government to have an embargo 

a_gainst Spain. And, as far as South Africa is concerned, where we 
, ' 

feel very very strongly indeed, we have not pressed for a trade 

embargo, but only for an arms embargo. 



Q. Mr. Wilson, you just mentioned that you .side with the. . . 

Americans on the question of -anti-proliferation of atomic 

weapons. There seems to t>e a contradiction with the whole 

attitude on the multilateral force, because the Americans 

maintain that this is a road-block on the road to proliferation, 

whereas you maintain that this .is an instrument of that. 

A. It is our view that the multilateral proposal was put 

forward to some extent in response to the situation developing 

. -un~f Nassau. I think it was the fundamental position of the 

United States iovernment, for exampl~ in the !nn Arbor speech 

of Secretary MacNamara, that there should be two nuclear powers 

with no further proliferation& And this has always~been our 

position, But of course with the French and British insistence 

on the so-called independent deterrents, this created a new 

situation under which I think the American Government felt that 

Germany would be the next-in the queue; and we share very much 

the feeling of the American Government ·that this would be a most 

dangerous thing and this is why they have put forward this 

proposal. But perhaps if we had a change of policy in Britain 

one could go back to first base on this whole question. May I 

-just say this with regard to the Mixed Manned Force. We are 

opposed to it. We believe that from the military point of 

view it adds nothing at all to Western strength. Fron the 

political point of view we can see the attractions, but there 

are also many dangers, particularly if we are '·thinking of 

devising disarmament agreements. 

/Q. Would 
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Q. Would you discuss the Malaysia situation and whether you 

think the international peace-keeping force down there might keep 

the peace better than the present arrangement? 

A. So fat as Malaysia is concerned my Party one hundred per cent 

stands behind the principle of supporting Malaysia against any 

form of aggression or infiltration, and we welcome the action 

taken by British troops there in a most difficult situation. 

And both the troops from Britain, and the Ghurkas, who are doing 

a remarkable job there, have made a big contribution. It may 

well be that if aggression is renewed - if infiltration continues -

- that more troops will be required, This is the sort of thing 

I had in mind when I said that we wanted to have more mobile and 

more effective troops for Commonwealth and peace-keeping 

purposes. 

Q. Some political leaders in the United States, including 

former Vice-President Nixon, have suggested that Congress, or 

indeed the American people might take action to boycott the 

products of British companies who trade with Cuba. What would 

be the British re-action· to this and what could you say about it? 

A. We are· totally opposed to boycotts of this kind and to 

blackli ting, whether it's a matter of blacklisting British 

firms which trade there, or whether it's a matter of blacklisting 

shipping companies who send their ships there. There is always 

the dangep ~hat this kind of practice could spread, We saw only 

yesterday that a lot of h.frican countries were meeting to propose 

·blacklisting or Loyeotts on transportation companies and shipping 

and aviation companies who have dealings with South Africa, and 

you very quickly. get the world· divided up and trade pretty well 

wrecked if this becom~s gerieral. 

/Q. 
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Q. Mr. Wilson, in view of what you said about the great role of 

conventional forces, what are your views about conscription? 

A. Both we and the British Government have rejected the idea of 

conscription. And may I say this very frankly, in the sort of 

circumstances we are in at the present time, where, as I say, the 

elastic is stretched very tight, conscription, so far from 

helping the situation, would make it more difficult because you 

would have to use a substantial number of your highly trained 

soldiers, who are needed for operational purposes, for a year or 

two actually doing the job of training the new recruits. So 

conscription is not only not necessary in these circumstances, 

it would be directly unhelpful. 

Q. Mr. Wilson, would you delin0ate for us exactly why you feel 

it would be a dangerous situation for Germany to become a nuclear 

power? And would you also say whether you think General 

de Gaulle is aware of this danger? • 

A. On the first point, we would regard Germany bec~ming a 

nuclear power as passing the point of no return in the matter of 

proliferation. As the number of nuclear powers increases, the 

danger of their being used for purely nationalistic purposes 

(one might think, for example, of the Middle East) is very acute 

indeed. 

Our feeling about German ·nuclear weapons is not in any sense an 

anti-German feeling or fighting old wars over again. But we 

believe that one of the very serious consequences here w0uld be 

that any hope of understanding between East and West would become 

almost imprissible. The Russians hav0 an obsession - I don't 

think that's too strong a word - about Germany. They have always 

admired the Germans in a technical sense. Before the Revolution, 

almost anything that ran in Russia ran because it was managed 

either by Germans or by Scotsmen, and they've always had this 

/sort 
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sort of not love-hate relationship, but admiration-hate 

relationship. And in view of their experience you can't talk 

to.any Russian, whether at the top level in the Kremlin or any 

man in the street, without this coming out within a very few 

minutes. 1,nd I believe that if Germany became. a separate 

nuclear power, it would put paid to any hope of'real East-West 

understanding. 

Q. Do you think the French and General de Gaulle are aware of 

this danger'( 

A. I haven't answered the second half of the question. I always 

find it very difficult to speculate what goes on in the mind of 

the President of France, I find a lot of other people have the 

same difficulty but a lot of journalists get paid high sums for 

trying and I don't get paid for trying., so I won't continue with 

that. I don't know whether he sees that danger. I do believe 

that his own attempt at an independent deterrent is not going to 

be as easy as he thinks. The day of the bomber is dying, as 

a means of delivering the bomb and he has not yet got very far 

with the cost and the implications of building a missile. 

We, in Britain, with some of the finest technicians in the world, 

tried the independent missile, with Blue Str.eak. That failed -

not ttrough any technical failure, they did a wonderful job -

but because the sheer pace of events made the designs obsolete 

and Britain did not have the economic reserves to be abie to 

deploy enough on that kind of proposition. I think that 

France will find the same. very soon. They are abnut five years 

behind where we were when we c&ncelled Blue Streak. hnd I think 

we may see interesting developments there in the next five years. 

Q. Mr. Wilson, could you give us an assessment of your working 

relationship with German and Italian Socialists, and specifically 

to what extent has the M.L.F. project been discussed informally 

with them? 
/A. I think 
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A. I think one of the heartening features of the past few 

months has been the way in which the Labour Party in Britain 

and the S.P.D,, the German Social Democratic Party, have . 

improved their relations. Those relations a~e now closer 

·•· than they have ever been in the history of our two parties. 

This was symbolised when at our Party Conference, for the first 

time, we had an overseas speaker, and it was Willy Brandt, 

And our own personal rela ti_ons, my colleagues and myself, with 

the S.P.D. leaders, I think, is a very high order of und.erstanding 
I 

and personal ~elations. With regard to the Jo:tnt ·Committee we 

set up, we were told that the S.P.D. had not done very much work 

,_on disarmament, on arms control, and so on, and. we, of course,.. 
have done a great de~l of work on this, and have the advice of 

some of the foremost world experts - Nobel Pri=e Winner. Philip 

Noel ' Baker, and others - .and s·o we offered to place our inf or-

ma tion at their disposal, We then formed .a J6int Committee and 

of course it's gone wider in its discussions, dealing wfth general 

problems of NtTO defence. We have. of course had 'informal talks 

about the Mixed Manned Force in this, but that's only part of a 

much wider front. 

In relation to the Italian Socialist Parties, of course, we have 

had contacts with Signor Saragat and Signor Nenni and I think we 

can claim to have played a humble part in helping to get some 

reconciliation in matters of policy there, which led to 

Signor Nenni joining the Government. 
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Qo Mr. Wilson, as you look ahead, do you see realistic 

prospects for more agreements with the Soviets in ar~as which 

would ease tension? rind what role, if any, do you think 

Premier Kruschev plays in this over-all effort? 

A.· My colieagues and I were involved in v~ry searchini 

discussions with Premier Kruschev last June. We tried to 

reassure the Soviet Chairman and his colleagues, for example 

about the misunderstanding which had developed between the 

United States and the Goviet Uuion on the question of 
,. 

inspection. 

It was a genuine misunderstanding and we were ablA to tell him 

that there had been no bad faith in the matter, that the U.S. 

position on this was absolutely 100% honourabler but there had 

been a misunderstanding, and during that week of discussions, we 

were able to size up the situation I think fairly well, and to 

play some part in discussing the basis on which a test ban 

agreement could be reached, I believe that two of the key 

factors here were first the Senate Resolution on the three 

environments, which provided a new technical way out of the 

deadlock, and secondly, the degree of confidence and trust 

generated by President Kennedy's speech on the 10th June to the 

American University. rind we saw, we were in Kruschev's room 

very shortly after that speech, and we were the first I think 

to hear and see his reaction to it which was I think encouraging, 

and indeed all of us felt that that speech was in this sense 

historic. Now we believe that there is a desire there to go 

forward. I am afraid everyone has lost impetus a bit in the 

last few months and it is dangerous to stand still in this matter. 

f 

, .. 
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So far as disarmament is concerned, therefore, we warmly welcome, 

as I have said, President Johnson's initiative about the freezing 

of missile systems and we also welcome the proposal .for a nuclear 

freeze. We have put forward a number of proposals ours el ve_s, 

but we believe it is important to make an advance quickly on the 

freeze and on anti-proliferation. 

Thank you, Mr. Wilson. 

Thank you. 
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The Secretary began the conversation by s.:iying that ha thou&ht the UK· 
had picked up its :responsibility in Cyprus vei7 well. He hoped it could be 

, maintained. It had the big advantar,e of having a le~al basis •. 

Mr. Wilson replied that llclrori.os probably found it easier to deal wit.h 
the Briti$h t.11.anwith anyone else. He said this re.ili.nded him of something 
the ~ecretary had said to him a feu years aeo about Britain's role east of 
Suez. In his talks in Washington., Hr. Wilson s.:u.d., he had been stressin~ 
Britain's world-wide role. He had not eon\3 into the domestic British 
controversy over the independent nuclear deterrent. This had become highly 
11electoral 11 with the Labor Party on the defensive. The independent deterrent 
had an emotional appeal to the man in the pub. He hoped that Labor would be 
able to counter -this appeal with its call for a build,..up of British conventional 
forces, not only in llt2.npower but also in equipment. 'l'hree hundred million • 
pounds a year which would be saved by giving up the independent deterrent· 
would do a lot for British conventional forces. They could be used in the 
brush-fire capacity in support of u .. ~. efforts. There were places where it 
was easier for the British to go than for the A."ll.8ricans without arousing the 
;,:ussians. It might al.so be possible to earmark some of the British forces, • • 
for ir.stance a part or the BAOR, for support of the UNpeace-keeping proeram. 
Britain could become very active in a peace-keeping role., even more so than 
such countries as Sweden. 

Mr. Wilson 
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Mr. Wilson termed hio pror:rar.i of bldldina up cohventional. forces 
os hi1;111oea dos" policy. He said that if Labor won tha elections, he 
would want to come over quickly to W.o.shington t.o c.ie-nogotiata tho NaDas.u 
.Agreerrli': •.. , 

In response to questions from the SecretnrJ, Mr. Wilson expressed 
tho followinG opinions ree:a.rding Socialist parties in Europe: 

l. Ger.matzy-- 0nC3 of the best thin 1:s which had happened recently 
had been the development of close relations between tho SPD and tha Labor 
Pil.rty. This had been the conscious policy of the Labor Part.y and it couJ.d 
turn out to be most iiaportant ii' 'both the SPD and the Labor Party won their 
rcspectivo elections. 

2. France - Hr. Wilson snid he would be meeting D13f.f'erre shortly. 
He did not think that Defferre could be completely trusted. He ho.d. to be 
watched as he liked to UDC people. In any ca.so., he was better than 
Guy Mollet. 

J. Italy - The conversion or lfonni seomed to be genuine. l!e 
had passccI various tests. One of' them had been o.ninvitation to visit 
Borlin which he had accepted. In tho cusc or Berlin., one could not sit 
on the wall but had to be either on ono side or the other 0£ it. A real 
merger of the two Socialist _part.ies 11!1!Italy ·would probably not take place 
fo~ n. :few years, possibly,Jil'?i'til both lfonni· and Sara.cat died •. Nenni was 
r:et,ting to bo an old man'who probably had only a few rr.ore active years 
le.ft. Hr. Wilson thought Nenni would like to spend these last years as 
~-senior mirj_ster in the government. The Labor Pnrty was trying to Irulke, 
Nenni 1s conversion easier for him. It had for instance arranged for his 
party to be invited to send observers to the Socialist International.. 
Nenni would acc~pt the invitation. 

A general discussion 011 disarmament ensued. Mr. Wilson said that . 
Labor liked the idea 0£ a freeze on deli ver-J vehicles and non-prolii'eration.

I The Secretary remarltod that there wa.s one ru1pect of the disarmmncmt question
J which did not get enoueh attention. He referred to the minor league 
~ arma.'l".onts races. They simply did not make sense. For the cost of onel oupcrson:1.c squadron, a univeroity could be built and maintained. 'l'hiG 
~ w:.i.s ono or the reasons why t."le u.~. favored tho D-47-lJa<lcer bonfire 

proposal. 

Mr. Wil.Don 
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!fr. ~filson described his la.st moetinr, tdth IChru:shchev. He noted 
that lQ1rushchGv ha.d bean most .favora.bly impre::ined w.Lth President Kanoody's 
A1:1crl.oanUn.'l.vors1ty opcech of Juna 10. Khr\Whchev thoU(',ht this meant,. 
that the ant.i-comrnuniDt Cl"Wlade wan over. Hr. '11:,rler remarked that it 
wos interosting to note that the Chinese blast ar-;ai.nst the USSR oamo 
shortly after the speech and wan in turn followed almos_t immediately 
by the cessation oi' Soviet jamming of' tho VOA. The Secretary and 
Hr. i,~ilson agreed that the niembers of the Politburo \J'Ore very well 
inf'or: ......d on <:.l :mb.ic~ctc r:::o:'ll_;rkoseemed to ·have no real power. He 
merely carried out 1.nstructiori.:;. '£11~ Secretary added that t11~r~ ·were 
somo 1ndicat1onn that the .Soviets were bor.r;i.nni.ng to uodersta.nd :.:.ha 
J\J11orican political. process a little better. IIc would nover forget the 
Kcnnedy'-fil1rushchcv mcatine. It was clear th.at after ~os had been 
rotten on tracks, Khrushchev was simply out to intimidate the President. 
The l,resident had stood firm., and at the end of the conversation had 
said: "Well,Mr.Cllairman it looks as thou~ we are in foT a c~ti winter n 

The ::~ecretary inqu!rcd how the Labor Part.y 1-:as getting nr.;.....,1,t.n • 
its campaign against the ''brain drain". Mr. Wilson said he w~s not so 
much worried about the exodus of scientists. D:ilaries did not Deemto 
be the real problem but rather the lack of adequate facilities II a.s tar . 
as scientists were concerned. He wns worried a.bout the migration of 
technicians· and enr;:tnccrs. The trouble was that the British industry 
was simply not absorbing them. 

Finally, after ascertaining that the u.s. lfas backing the UU on 
th~ quastion of the South African arm:; embargo., Mr. _Wil.son mentioned 
that the Labor Party ~so supported the am.s embargo. He had said so 
publ:l:c]y .ns lone ar.o as last Harch. ThG Labor Party, on the otJ1er hand 1 

ua.s Gtron~'.ly oppo~ed to a. trade boycott under present circumstances. 
If there was a. situation approaching open warfare·, Labor would favor 
somothine like an oil embargo. • 

'.11 ~ 
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The Secretary ber.an the conversation by saying that he thought the UK 
had picked up·its respor~ibility in Cyprus very well. He hoped it could.be 
maintained. It had the big advantafe of having a legal basis. -· 

Hr. Wilson replied that F.1.akarios probably found it easier to deal with 
the :Sritish than with anyone else. He said .this reminded him of something 
the decretary had said to him a 'few year.s a~o about 3ri tai n's role east of 
~uez. In his talks in Washington, Mr. vlilson said, he had been stressing 
Britain's world-wide role. He had not gone into the domestic 3ritish 
controversy over the independent nuclear deterrent. This had become highly 

. "electoral" with the Labor Party on the defensive. The independent deterrent C • 
had an emotional appeal to the man in the pub. He hoped that Labor would be 1) . 
able to counter this appeal with its call for a build-up of British conventional J. . 
forces, not only in manpower but also in equipment. 'l'hree hun•ired million 0 
pounds a year which would be saved by giving up the independent deterrent . 
would do -a lot for British conventional forces. They could be used in the r 
bfush-fire capacity in support of U.::i. efforts. There were places where it 
was easier for the British to go than for the Americans without ·arousing the 
Russians. It might also be possible to earmark some of the British forces, 
for instance a part of the BA0R, for support of the UN peace-keeping program. -
Britain could become very active in a peace-keeping role, even more so than i-> 
such countries as Sweden. ( 

Mr. Wilson _JTT\ 
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Mr. 1;iilson termed his program of building up comentional forces 
as his "sea dog" policy. He said that if Labor won the elections, he 
would want to come over quickly to ·.1ashim;ton· to de-netotiate the Nassau 
Agreements. 

In • response to questions from the ·3ecretarJ, ,·~r. Wilson expressed 
the followin~ opi_nions rer:ardins Socia.list parties in Europe: 

l. Germany - One of the best thin['s which had happened recently. 
had .been the development of close relations bet-.-~een the St'D and the Labor 
Par~y. This had been ~he conscious policy of the Labor Party and it could 
turn out to be most irr,portant if both the SPD and the Labor i"arty won their 
respective elections. 

2. France - Nr. Wilson said he would be meeting Defferre shortly~ 
He did not think that ~efferre could be completely trusted. He had to be 
watched as he liked to use people. In aey case, ·he was better than 
Guy 1101let. 

J. Italy The conversion of Nenni seemed to be genuine. He 
had. n.Jssed various tests. One of them had been an invitation to visit 
Berlin.which he had accepted. In the case of Berlin, one could not sit 
on the wall but had to be either on one side or the other of .it·. A real 
merze:i::. of the tuo Socialist narties itr1 Italy would probably not take place 
for a few years, possiblyAfnt.il both Nenni and .::iara§:'at died. Nenni was 
_getting to be an old man who probably had only a fe· .. more active years 
left. Mr. Wilson thou?ht Nenni would like to spend these last years as 
a senior minister in the goverrunent. The Labor Party was trying to make 
Nenni's conversion easier for him. It had for instance arranged for his. 
party to be invited to send observers to the Socialist International. 
Nenni would accept. the invitation. • • 

A ·general discussion on disarmament ensued. Hr. Wilson said that 
Lanor liked the idea of a freeze on delivery vehicles and non-proliferation. 
The Secretary remarked that there.was ono aspect of the disarmament question 
which did not get enough attention. He referred to the minor league 
armaments races. They simply did not .make sense. Jor the cost of one 
supersonic squadron, a univers~ty could.be built and maintained. ·This 
was one of the reasons why the u.;:;. favored the B-47-.3adger bonfire 
proposal. 

Mr. Wilson 
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Mr. rJilson described his last meeting with Khrushchev. •-He noted 
that Khrushchev had been most favorably impressed with President Kennedy's 
-~"llOrican University speech of June 10. Khrushchev thou~ht this meant 
that the anti-comrnuni.st crusade was over. Hr. Tyler rern.arked that it 
was interestirn? td note that the Chinese blast ar_:ainst the USSRcame 
shortly after the s9eech and was in turn followed al~ost irnnediately 
by the cessation of Soviet jamming of. the VOA. The .:iecretary and 
i'~r. Wilson a;:-:reed that the members of the Politburo were ·1ecy well 
informed on all subjects. Gromyko seemed to have no real power. He 
nerely carried out instructions. The Secretary added that there were 
some indications that the Soviets were befl'innin~ to unde:=-s~and the 
A.;--:ierican poll ti cal process a little better. He would never forget the 
Kennedy-Khrushchev meeting. It was clear that after Laos had been 
£Otten on tracks, Khrushchev was simply out to ·intimidate the President. 
The President had st_ood firm-. and at the end or the conversation had 
said: m.-lell,Mr.Chairman,it looks as though we are in for a cold winter." 

The Secretary inquired how the Labor Party was getting alone ·.d th 
its campaign against the ''brain drain". Hr. 'Hilson said he was not so 
r1uch worried about the exodus of scientists. Salaries did not seem to 
be the real problem but rather the lack of adequate facilities, as far 
as scientists were concerned. He was worried about the migration of 
technicians and engi ncers. . The trouble was that the :ari tish industcy 
was simply not absorbing them. 

• Finally, after ascertaining that the U.S. was backing the UN on 
the question of the South African arms embargo., Hr. Wilson mentioned 
that the Labor Party also supported the arms embargo. He had said so 
publicly as long ago as last Narch. The Labor Party, on the other hand, 
was strongly opposed to a trade boycott under present circumstances. 
If there was a situation approaching open warfare, Labor ~rnuld favor 
soMething like an oil embargo. 

WR/BNA-TMJudcl/fwb
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I r The President told Mr. Wilson he was glad to see him again and 7 
Mr. Wilson recalled that he had last been in the White House in April 
1963, though he had come to Washington since then at the time of the 
funeral ceremony for President Kennedy. 

The President said to Mr. Wilson that things seemed to be goingIa little better in Cyprus, and Mr. Wilson agreed though he comnented 
that it seemed that a vote at the UN on the resolution had been post-
poned until tomorrow. The President said he had prepared a message to 
send to President Inonu of Turkey that very morning, but had held off 
from doing so because it seemed that the Turks were coming on board. 
He feared the postponement implied that there was some difficulty 
coming from Makarios. The President comnented that he had-seen 
Makarios last year, and had formed the impression that he was a very 
hard man. (The President called Mr. McGeorge Bundy on the phone in 
order to get the latest information on Cyprus.) 

The President asked Mr. Wilson why the UK considered it worth­
while to continue to trade with Cuba, which represented only about 
$5 million, when by so doing the UK was creating so much anti-British 
feeling over here. The President said that after the Prime Minister's 
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press conference in Washington on the subject, there had been 
a great deal of criticism of the UK. Had the Prime Minister 
merely pointed out that the UK had reduced its trade with Cuba 
from $55 million to $5 million, the effect would have been 
favorable instead of unfavorable. Mr. Wilson said that the 
reason why the Prime Minister had spoken in the way he did was 
in order to get votes at home by taking the position of a staunch 
defender of UK policy and interests. The President set forth 
the reasons that lay behind US policy toward Cuba and said that 
Castro's policy was a great threat not only to this hemisphere 
but to Western security as a whole. He said it was important that 
this fact should be understood. Mr. Wilson replied with classic 
British reasoning on not using foreign trade as an instrument of 
coercion except in exceptional cases. He recalled that when he 
was President of the Board of Trade he himself had instituted a 
UK embargo on shipments of arms to the Soviet Union, and that he 
had at one point cut off all trade with Hungary when the Hungarian 
government had arrested a British business man. However when it 
came down to non-strategic comnodities, it was British policy to 
encourage trade across the board. He pointed out that buses 
could not be considered to be in this category. The President 
said that the situation must be looked at in terms of Cuba's 
needs to keep her economy going. He said that buses represented 
80 per cent of Cuban transportation. On the other hand, US wheat 
sales to the Soviet Union were a one-shot deal and represented 
less than one per cent of the Soviet Union's need in wheat. 

Mr. Wilson said he realized that this was a difficult issue 
between the United States and the United Kingdom and that he 
would do everything he could to keep it from playing a major 
role in the campaign. He said he thought that the British 
elections would take place in May or June, because the Tories 
would not be able to hold out until the last moment. He said 
he thought there would be a certain amount of anti-American 
sentiment aroused, in the course of the campaign, by the 
Conservative party. There were still memories of Suez, and 
there 
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supporter of NATO and the Atlantic coumrunity, and had a broad 
international outlook which was not the case with the rank 
and file Conservatives. He said the Labor party wanted to play 
a positive role in Europe but did not want "to be corralled in 
a little Europe with the Six." The Labor party was mindful of 
the broad interests of the Comnonwealth and wanted to play a 
part which would be in active support of US efforts to maintain 
worldwide security. 

Turning to defense, Mr. Wilson repeated almost verbatim 
the arguments he had used in his talk with Secretary Rusk. He 
said that a Labor government would want to get rid of the national 
deterrent which made no sense at all for England today. He said 
this would save 300 million pounds which could be used to put 
back the British fleet on the high seas, and would permit an 
increase in conventional forces so that the UK could play an 
active and useful role in putting out brush fires when necessary. 

The President asked Mr. Wilson for his views on the MLF. 
Mr. Wilson replied with the standard arguments which he had 
already expressed at lunch. He said that the only circum­
stances in which the Labor government would support the MLF 
would be if this were the only way to prevent Germany from 
acquiring a national nuclear force. He said that he did not 
think that the German government wanted this, or that there 
was any support for this in German public opinion. The President 
asked Mr. Wilson whether he really thought that Germans had[ abandoned their desire to play a dominant role, and Mr. Wilson 
said that even if they wanted to do so, the West had the means 
of preventing this from happening. He felt that the MLF did 
have the result of putting the German finger on the nuclear 
trigger. He was apprehensive of a possible development whereby 
the United States would no longer retain the veto, and Germany 
might find herself in a position of casting a majority vote by 
"three to two." The President said that such a situation would 
never be permitted to arise. 

Mr. Wilson said that in general the British elections would 
be waged and won on domestic issues, and he himself wanted to 
wage a campaign against poverty, as President Johnson himself 
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was doing. The President asked Mr. Wilson how he saw the 
relationship between the UK Labor party and the Democratic 
party in the United States. Mr. Wilson said he thought that 
both had much in comnon. They were both parties of the people, 
with a strong social sense, and with a desire to develop and 
change institutions in the interest of the welfare of the 
majority, whereas the Conservative party was inclined to 
preserve the vested interests of a minority and to resist 
change and progress. The President mentioned the London 
municipal elections coming up in early April and asked 
Mr. Wilson how he thought they would go. Mr. Wilson said 
he was reasonably optimistic. 

The President mentioned the A-11, the new US interceptor 
plane. He said it had a speed of 3.2 Mach and a ceiling above 
70,000 feet. He said this was a very considerable technical 
advance which was of great importance to the Free World. He 
said he had sent a message to the Prime Minister informing him 
about the announcement before he had made it. Mr. Wilson said 
that this plane was a very great development and that it pointed 
up the fact that it was useless for the UK to try to play a role 
in the same league as the United States in the defense field. He 
said that the UK just wasn't "in the same line of country," and 
that this was a further justification of the Labor party's policy 
to get rid of the national deterrent. 

In conclusion, Mr. Wilson thanked the President for having 
received him, and his family, and said he hoped very much to 
have the chance of seeing him and Mrs. Johnson again in London 
and in Washington. 
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