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WALTER JENKINS 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

1 STILL HAVE NOT HEARD ANYTHING THE APPOINTMENT MABOUT OF ROBERT 

ROBINSONTO THE ALCOHOL TAX UNIT POSITION AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

/JP COLEMAN. 



April 29 • 1964 

Dear Mr. Toler: 

For the r sident, I want to th.anl you £or your 
tel gran of pril 4 in hich you e dor ed 
J. P. Coleman for an appointment to succeed 
the l e Judg en ameron. I m orry for the 
delay in acknowledging but 1 am ure you can 
under tand how swamped e get it so many 
endor ments for th different appointments th 

r side t has to..-ina«.e. You m y be su e that 
your: om.mendation will e iven ev ry con ... 

1dera ia . 

Th Pre ident ppreei t your inte:r st 
has a ked that I se d hi b t wish s. 

incerely, 

L r c •. O'Brien 
.... eci l Assi tant 
to the re id nt 

. Kenneth Tole 
917 F irvie Stre t 
J ck on, issippi 

I. 
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THE PRESIDENT 

TH£ WHITE HOUSE 

YOU COULDN'T MAKE APPOINTMENT THATor J. ,.A BETTER THAN COLEMAN 

YOURrRIEND AND MIN£, AS SUCCESSOR TO THE LATE JUDGE BEN CAMERON 

ON TM£ US 5TH COURT OF APPEALS. RESPECTFULLY 

KENNETHTOLER. 
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15D Holden Green 
Cambridge 38, Massachusetts 

pril 4, 1964 t:.. V 
ROOM 292. E.O.B. 

r~ 7 195 Hon. Lyndon B. Johnson 
President of the United tates . r P.r 

The ite Ho 1se 
Washington, • C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

As you are no doubt aware, a vacancy has arisen on the u. s. Court 
of Ap eals for the ifth irc 1 it due to the untimely death of 
Judge Be.n F. Cameron. I respectfully urge that J.P. Coleman, 
former Governor of ississippi, be offered that ppoin m . 

r1o circuit in the federal judiciary system has had more res on-
sibility ~laced on it than has the Fifth Circuit today. d, as 
the intensity of the civil rights movement increases, that respon­
sibilit wi:i.11 become even greater. To say that only men of the 
highest caliber should serve on that court is to belabor the obvious. 

I f el that Gov. Coleman is uniquely qualified for this appointment. 
He was graduated from the University of ~ ississippi and received 
his LL .. from George lashington University. He has since been 
awarded an honorary LL.D. by George lashing ton. His career of ptb lie 
service in the state of ississi i consists of two terms (eight 
years) as District ttorney in his home district; a single tenn as 
Circuit Judg; a brief tenure on the ississip i Supreme Court; six 
years as ttorney General for the state; four years as a member of 

0th stat House of epresentatives; and a four ear term as Governor. 

It is common knowledge in Mississi i that J.P. Coleman is one of 
tre state's two or three most canpe.tent attorneys. In addition, he 

ossesses a great understanding of the history of the South and of 
the difficult roblems which will face the South and the Fifth Cir­
cuit in the immediate future. I assure you that his concept of the 
role of the federal judiciary is far more mlightened and sophisticated 
than that of so many other members of the bar and bench in the Deep 
So th today. 

In short, J.P. Coleman has an outstandin record of approximately 
twent -five years of public service in all three branches of govern­
ment in his horn state. He ossesses a knowledge of the ~roper 
f1nctions of the executive and legislative branches that is so lack­
in in man judges today. He is a student and scholar of the law, 



C 

.... 

of history, of his region, and of his times. On his merits as an 
individual, he is eminently qualified for ap.ointment to this impor­
tant judgeship. 

There is. another reason, however, why I feel that Gov. Coleman should 
receive this a~pointment: his loyalty and service to the national 

emocratic Part. sim le rom arison of the actions of Mississi i's 
emocrats in 1956 un er Gov. Col man and in 1960 under Gov. Barnett 

should easily establish m oint. And, as I am-certain you well know, 
no man in Mississip~i worked harder and risked more for the Democratic 
candidates in 1960. 

In Mi si~sippi in recent years it has been a most trying ex erience to 
support a ticket and la· fonn and arty as J.P. Coleman did in 1960. 
'nd th_ fact that he did so has haunted him ever since. Few doubt 
that he would now be serving his second tenn as the state's Governor 
had he remained silent in 1960. And he is not the first of the state's 
~olitical leaders to be rejected at the polls because of his sup~ort 
of and association with the present Democratic administration. 

I am quite aware of the cu:stomary olicy of respecting the wishes of 
the state's senior enator in making such an a pointment (and I assume 
that your appointee will come from ississippi so that all states in 
the circuit will continue to be represented.) In this case that senior 

enator is James o. ~astland. I doubt that you need to be told of the 
judici 1 and olitical persuasions of any man he may suggest to fill 
the vacancy. Both the times that lie ahead and the tremendous respon­
sibility .laced on the Fifth Circuit militate str n ly against your 
adher nee to standard nolicy in this case. The federal judiciary in 
the Deep outh has enough nineteenth century judges at the district 
level already. 

Sir, I rn a lifetime resident of Greenville, Mississip i. I am cur-
r ntly a second year student at the Harvard Law School and plan to 
return to Mississi pi upon my graduation in 1965. I know that, as an 
individual, my o inions are probably of very little import to you. 
However, I feel to a great extent Iams eaking for many of the eople 
in my state. I worked very closely this past summer with a large 
gro of oung adults throughout the state in Gov. Coleman's unsuc­
cessful campaign, and I know whereof I s~eak. hose of us in 1i sis­
sipni w10 have op,osed the oss Barnett-Paul Johnson-Citizens ouncil 
faction are waiting anxiously to see whether or not the Democratic 
administration in ..Jashington remembers what J.P. Coleman sacrificed 
for it in 1960. e feel that che adminictration is greatly indebted 
to this man. 

Of course, I have no information as to whether or not he would accept 
such an an ointment. I cb, however, have a great deal of information 
to confirm my claim that this is a rare and able man that I am writing 
to you about, that this man's abilities and ex~erience are gre tly 
needed in this day when relations between the states of the Dee ... South 
and the federal government are so strained. I have a great deal of 
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that from the standpoint of legal training, 
of party loyal-y, of intellectual capacity, 

and integrit , there is not another man 
to being in a class with J.P. Coleman. 

serve on the bench of the u. s. Court of 
I respectfully urge his apnointment. 
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Very sine~ yours, 

z~obe~~ 
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ATTORNEY AT LAW 

ARP.A 001; 001 

TCLJ;l'HONC :.i1H,-a07l 

April 20, 1964 

Honorable Walter Jenkins 
Special Assistant to the President 
The wh· e House 
W ng on, D. C. 

Dear Walter: 

I apologize, and beg your pardon, for writing you again abou 

obert M. Robinson, concerning which I wrote you on the fourth day of 

pril., 1964. 

I do hope, as expressed in my original letter, that you will 

be able to do something for us about this. 

With best wishes, I am 

Your friend, 

JPC/nc 

J Coleman 
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April 20, 1964 

tear Governor Coleman: 

This is in reply to your recent letter 
to Walter Jenkins on bebalf of Mr. J'.obert 
Robinson,.. 

I want you to kno·w·th3.t we are looking 
into this matter a.nd·we v111 make every 
effort to see that Mr. Bobinoon 1s given 
full consideration. 

Sincerely, 

,,, 

Ralph A. J:unean 
Special Assistant 
to the Preeident 

X 
Honorable Jomes P. Coleman 
Ackerma.n., Miss1ss{pii--·. 
cc: y'Mr.·Walter Je ns 

Mr. J l.iru n wi~ file . 

. \ 

,I 
I 

) ... 
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FAX ATLANTA GA 19 1058A EST 

WALTERJENKINS 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WILL ARRIVE IN WASHINGTON AND BE AT CONGRESSIONAL THIS AFTERNOON 

HOTEL 

J P COLEMAN. 



l 

LBJ:JV:gw 



.., .. 

~.;;;,,-
.!./vi CJ...,,-:,,_.,,~ 

Dec mbe 2.3, 19' 3 
f c; I <I~s-(. 

un!cati ·l j ct a 
u.r 0... to ch wi 

y 

yo r e o 
a I am lo 

at es or tb.e .Ho iday Sea.so • 

Law:ro11c • '.a .. • n 
S,ecial t 
to t e -=>r 

P •.. CQl,;,.ii.&.i•"--• 

Chocta , Tribe, Pearl River School in 
of Indian Affairs 

CJD: dlt 

~ e :-1 no able J me· 
t La :v >< 

uction new school, 
u..&.,,u,u ...1.·S"Sl sip i by Bureau 

. 
. 

..--· -

0 



_tbi~'.~~th·:tb•·· ,,_ • .,~-oit 
•• • • e;~~iitialf•·• • yoor 
\ ,-.,"• ,I •• • ,._,; ...;.t.;_ • •. 
• •• ;__• I 

_4ptor11 •. ·,· • .. .. i1 Y • . . . . . . : . 
. • • 4f~nt!>\Jh . . . de\~. ye·st • --~ ..r asaure you th 
..• best·. e;o/·r dt1r ,:·. aenice of ichL·:J'OU...ean • Juetly- be· 

.:1; I •::,}:.:: '• -J~.i ·,t\::::::. ; ._, :~--.; • / ~• .• • •~: '-. ', r.. ,., ,,:" .: :••~• ~ ~ . 
· · ", t' • _ilaythi.ng,;:, 

0 

1·vaut ~d ·expreiia t!(J· gi.atit.ece· for • 
sb.ip . ttiat, •• ted for ov r ra- •a' : la now· thirty ye 

. :.> . , i . ' ~; \·~ • • .' • : ' • ._it: .:_,_: 
- .- ~. ' .. ', 

https://ilaythi.ng


,,;J / 
-/ 7 

D SAT i... A T~/ .. T O J S IC 

OFFIC OF THE .SP TY ATTO NEY GENERAL. 

J,:3H GTON, O. C. 

Jure 22, 1965 

MEMORANDUMTO.THE PRESIDENT 
/) 

11C FROM: Ramsey Cl rk 

Judge :hornberry's ad 

Governor~Col n's confirmatio 

he~ are set for Tuesday, 

at 10:30 aom. before 

E~st ad, Ervin and 
_,,/..,.,. 

/' 
//June 2 



G~'. Ii""' 

LISTER HILL, ALA., CHAIRMAN 

PAT MCN.ltMARA, MICH. JACOB K. JAVITS, N.Y. 
WAYNE MORSE, OREG. WINSTON L. PROUTY, VT. \/~ ..;;'6?:.,~/Y/A

,...RALPH YARBOROUGH, TEX. PETER H. DOMINICK, COLO. 
I I 

JOSEPH 8. CLARK. PA. GEORGE MURPHY, CALII". 
JENNINGS RANOOLPH, W. VA. P'AUL J. l"ANNIN, ARIZ. 
HARRISON A. WILLIAMS, JR., N.J. 
CLAIBORNE PELL, R.I. 

EDWARD M, KENNEDY, MA88. 
GAYLORD NELSON, WIS. !1COMMITTEE ON I
ROBERT P'. KENNEDY, N.Y. LABOR AND PUBLIC WELFARE 

STEWART IL MCCLURE, CHIEI" CLERK 
JOHN 9. l"ORSYTHE, GENERAL COUNSEL 

June 23, 1965 

CONGRESSIONAL &Ify &111 . ~~i irv_,!Vi! 
\ f a:;r-caa<-l!(_tI

~~-Lfi\:wtbj' 

~ I I 

Mr. Mike N. Manatos 
Administrative Assistant 

to the President 
The White House Office 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mike: 

Attached is a copy of a letter the Senator has r~ceived from 
a constituent regarding the confirmation of James Coleman 
as a Federal judge for the Fifth Circuit Court 9£ ppeals. 
We have received a number of letters and I 
would appreciate it if you would furnish 
suggestions for a reply. 

'I 

Sine er ely your:s, 
i 

~ 
I 

BILL BECHTEL I 

Admirii.strativ·~ Assist~9-t ' 
to Senator Melson,![~,}~~ 

along this ein 
me 

I 

I 

. :Jil :I f I
BB:jcm 

! 
I 

I' 
Enclosure 

11 

I 

11 
I 



June 2 , 1965 

om: ack Valenti 

For ap op+iate handl ·ng·. • 

PARENTSOF IF. Y MISSISSIP0 I CIVIL RIGHTS WORKERS MOSTY NOW IN 

PRISO IN MISSISSIPPI MANYBRUT LLY AT ACKED URGEN LY REQUES-ME 

WITH YOU DUR •.1G SAN FRANCISCO VISIT TO DISCUSS YOURAPPO,. MEN 

OF MISSISSIPPI TO FIFTH CIRCUIT 
:;: -
C,.__ 

'r. r/ARE SSISSIPP ASSN HAROLD B L IG CHAIRMAN 

~ 625 CH NERY S lAN FRANCISCOPHONE JU 5•7575 OR LO 4-6065 

COUR PLEASE REPLY TO 

0 
u 
0: 

L_ 

I 



Los Angeles, Calif. 
Dear President Johnson: 
Your appoinbnent of James P. Coleman to the u.s, 

5th" Ci1~c1;_it Court of Appeals, is an affront and an 
insult to the Negro people in the South, and to al] 
k11°rica:n. people of good will 0 

Ja:~nes Po Col cm.an is an avow segregationist. As 
Go "el~nor of Hissi sippi h s failed to upnold the 
18:H to desegregate the publ c schools there~ 
I G..ppea'l. to you as a loyal American·to reconsider 
the appoint.men t of James P 0 Coleman$ " Dia tia 

R spect.t"ully y ur~, "'1e,s~ 

\ 



___.... 
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1446 44:t, ~venue 
Sn :rnncisco 
Cnlifornia 94122 
J"uly 1, 1965 

\. I 

Dear residen Johnson, 

• group of us, attending summer school, 

are :really concerned about your :recent appointment of former 
... -- .... ·-. ·----~ =·.:-=--::::-..... ---· •... •• 

Gove ~.r o+-~rn0.n _as a Fede:r al Judge.
---~~:...------ ____._ _~·_.. :..::.::::·--·:_, __,. .... ... 

H~ving him as a judge of Civil Rights, 

as a white sup:remist, disturbs us very much. 

approve ~arents of Civil Rights ITorke:rs in 

Mississipp ciation coming to Washington early this month. 

means a great deal to us, as they voice 

our ideals and hopes. 

te are signing our names to this letter, 



/ 

l {/ 
1.,._,,,, 

Mr. President, 

General Heaton reports as follows: 

"I have good news on the Governor. 

"He is much more comfortable this morning. He has 
no fever. The kidney, by x ... ray studies, is now functioning. 
The dye is getting through and around the stone which 
appears to be moving on its own accord so they feel ov r 
at George Washington that another 24 hours 1 conservative 
treatment is indicated consisting of forcing fluids and such 
as that. 

"We have t'alked to Dr. Thompson who fully concurs 
in this treatment and also asked that we give his respects 

to the President. fo..,WYA /. . 

"Tell the ~ent that I will keep him informed 
about GovernortColeman from time to time and Dr. Reuter, 

1 

who is his surgeon, will contact me as developments occur 
as I will relay the on to the~ President."· 

mjdr 
July 2. 
11: 45 a. m. 

, I 
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WASHINGTON 

Thursday, July 8, 1965 
4:00 p.m. 
(from the Vice President's desk 

9:30 a.m., July 9, 1965) 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

MEMORANDUMTO: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: THE VICE PRESIDENT 

Civil Rights Fall Conference 
'/.. 

Members of the staff of the Council on Equal Opportunity 
have been meeting with members of your staff to discuss 
plans for the conference "To Fulfill These Rights." 

Mississippi Federal Court Vacancies ~r:-:·~ 
\Ao1' 

Although all reports indicate that Governor ..,! ole L . will 
be a good appointee to the Fifth Circuit.Co~rt of Appeals, 
the protests from civil rights groups are li ely to 
increase because of the Governor's past segrelationist 
stands. Since there is also a vacancy on the U.S. 
District Court in Mississippi, this might be appro-
priate time to have a person more acceptable o these 
groups appointed to the district judges 'p ¥ part of a 
package deal involving Coleman's appoi tme 

)/. 
NAACP Convention 

The poverty program was bitterly attacked by at least 
one person and there were rumors that the attacks could 
result in a resolution condemning the poverty program. 
Other speakers, including Government officials, admitted 
that there would be faults in any new program but de­
fended the program and urged the convention participants 
to take part in it at the local level. The convention 
ended with stro~ger support for the poverty pr~gram. 
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DONALD F. H. WALLA CH, M. D. 
5 WALNUT A VEN 

CAMBRIDGE 40, MASSAC,..,__._ _., ff 

I 

T'1 Prf"3 id r,t 
Thi= Writ Ar., 1se 
~,\Tashngtcn, D. C. 2 ('\?'5 

Dear vr. Pr~siden: 
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STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 
AT STONY BROOK 

STONY BROOK, LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

ARTS & SCIENCES 
COLLEGE OF 

May26, 1965 

President Lpndon B. Johnson 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear President Johnson, 

l
I have recently learned that you are probably intending to appoint ex­
Miaeiaeippi governor J.P. Coleman to one of the vaoanciee in the bench 
of the Fifth District Court. Reputedly, ex-Gover ~r Coleman ie, in Mie­
eiseippi terms, a "moderate,'' which means, in ordinary terms, that hil 
commitment to full and immediate justice for Negroes is not sufficient­
ly strong or forthright to warrant hie appointment to a federal judge­
ship by a Preeident whose verbal commitment to the civil rights oauee 
is 10 resounding ae yours. 

I urge you, therefore, not to sanction Mr. Ooleman1e "moderation" by 
giving him a federal appointment. To do eo will undermine the Ameri­
can public's confidence in your sincerity on the civil rights question. 

Sincerely youre, 

'Z-n..d.u~~ 
Ruth Mieheloff 
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June 30, I9o5 

'J.Lyndon B. Johnson 
,J'hi te Eouse 
.. /1;, shington, D. c. 

Sir: 

I ½ope "t nu yJill reconsider c.,pnointing •. .r. ColAm~ln of .,~iscissivpi to 

a feder~l position where his ~,nti-integr, tion pre,judices cr·n crip1?le 

the ir.rplementation of the civil rights legisletion. Both as o 

citizen and ~st professional psychologist interested in clinic~l and 

socL.l problems, I f:l concerned e-bout the hypocrisy implied in such 

en appointment. 

Sincerely, 

471 Henc~erson 
( ufter July 15: 18'21 Hoys) 
Son Lu~s Obispo, Ctlif. 



,HE WHl1E HOlJSt: 

,JUL6 5 44 PM'65 
REC EfVED ~ 



J y 22. 1965 

inc y, 

JBC:hcb 



MAURICE SEGAL 

1041 North Formosa. Avenue 
Hol~ood 46, California (per envelope) 

July 1 , 1965 

Pres. Lyndon B. Johnson 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am aghast at your nomination of 
\\ James Coleman to be a Judge of the Fifth Circuit 

Court of Appeals. 

Please reconsider your endorsement 
of this racist. 

MS:aj 

Cordi ally, 
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June 30, 1965 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
-rfui te House 
,. ashington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Council of ~omen for Legislation Acti~a, representing 
approx mately 1,000 women in the Los Angeles area\ 
voted to express our concern at your app~intment of 
former Governor James Coleman to the 5th Circuit Court 
of Ap~eals. e consider this a direct negation of 
your attitude and concern for the Democratic rights 
of our Negro citizens, as expressed in your recent 
talk to the Nation, and the Voting Rights Bill which 
you introduced. 

From his past political history, James Coleman is 
known as one who is committed to frustrating the will 
of the peo~le and the human rights guaranteed to every 
man regardle~s of race. Most recent evidence is his 
defense of the five Congressmen from Mississippi who 
were illegally elected, due to the disenfranchisement 
of Negroes. 

~e urge you to reconsider this appointment, so that 
this Federal ppeals Court may adequately safeguard 
the civil rights of all citizens. 

~/4
Mrs. Gussie Sitkin, President 
Council, omen for Legislative Action 
12334 Landale t., Studio City, Calif. 

108 
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.518 Central Ave. 
New Haven, Conn. 
June 30, 196.5 

Lyndon B. Johnson 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Johnson: 

The speech at Howard University was 
very nice. It began to explore some of 
the serious work that this country has to 
do before it can call itself a democracy. 
You were the first President to admit 
how much has to be done and how difficult 
the task is for every citizen of the 
United States. 

)1 
I have one question, then. Do you 

really think you are doing your part by 
nominating former Gov. Coleman to the 
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals? Good 
speeches are fine and necessary. And 
we can all do something about the pro-
blem. But let's face it, you've got 
the power, and you use it. 

Appointing Coleman to this critical 
,position is an incredible bit of contempt­
ible hypocrisy. Do you really think that 

; the American Negro is going to respect 
that kind of "law and order"? 

I urge you to reconsider this rash 
and destructive act. 

Respectfully, 

Fred Schulze 
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confident 

r Colerr.tan will 

July 22, 1965 

Dear r. C dman: 

For th Pre ident. I want to cknowledg·e 
your comment concerni: th nomin tion 
of Go rn.or n. 

Pl be . only fter very 
c consid Pr ident made 
thi ctio , that in the 
month had d mon• 
strate hi t . 

Sine r ly, 

Jo B. Clinton 
Staff As i t 
to the r sident 

r. George 
Apartm-ent l 
31 J tr t 
N • ork 14, N York 
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1250-18th Street 
Boulder, Colorado 
June 23, 1965 

resident Lyndon B. Johnson 
The Vhite House 
,;ashington, D. c. 

Dear President Johnson: 

How could you have named racist J.P. Coleman, author of 

Once hard-working Republican for 

the 
Circuit 

fun:t'"a:ffi:ouslVfississippi 
Court of Appeals? 

Sovereignty Commission, to the Fifth 

Must 
is only a 

one conclude sadly 
political pose? 

that your interest in civil rights 

fall 
Must we come to 
campaigning for 

regret 
your e~ 

all the 
ction? 

hours that we spent last 

Sincerely yours, 

;J{c,Mu±-lfl~ -;f:-

(Mrs.) Harriet Moskovit 
a 

Johnson 
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July 22, 1965 
) 

/ 

De r r. ood: 

For th Pr ant to ac I owl g 
your rec nt l t r in hich you expre e 
your views ,,c!oncerni the ppoin nt of 
Governor (;olem n. 

½-

Ple e be/ a ure th t it nly aft r 
c r ful that th Pr id nt 
m de t election, nd he is confident 
that i In~ day ab ad Go nor Col man 

ill nlo s r t hi it bility for t is 
post! 

ith e t wi h 

incerely, 

Joh B. Clinton 
~ta f i tant 
to th Pr id nt 

Th everen. ic ard J. d 
19 Compton treet )( 

H v , Conn cticu 06511 

JBC:ltd 



19 Compton st. 
Hew Haven, Conn. 06511 
June 30,1965 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Mr. President: 

-~ai; :r {lf.·i~JP~~~½~,r.1!i¾tmili-.1;=~•J!}:~l.i~,,.m. _~l,
-:--·io-ffieP.ie11era:r·-·1·ua:tcrarf:--~Tnir~e-xi iiit-·ai!~.. e!t····i,;-·~wfil.:eli 
- other··at1llior1tles-or·-fiiat state have made a mockery

of justice has been well documented, and I cannot under• 
stand how you can, with integrity, appoint him to such 
a post. I do not, for a moment, doubt your sincerity
in the civil rights field. !his appointment, however,
1s not consistent with the goals you. have enunciated. 

Furthermore, I doubt that it is good politics. D0 you
really tmink that the future of Southern politics rests 
with such men, and that even if it does, it will be 
Democratic? In the long run, a strong.De ocratic party 
must be built on justice a:nd equality, as you yourself
have recognized. 

I urge.you to withdraw the appointment. 

https://strong.De
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GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY 

WASHINGTON 7, D. C. 

June 23, 1965 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Mr. President: 

\\ r am dismayed and disappointed to learn 
~of the former Governor of Mississippi,

the vacancy in the United States Flifth 

that your nomination 
J. P~ Coleman to fill 
Circuit Court of Appeals. 

My dismay arises from the clear prospect that his presence on 
the Court will make the success of Civil Rights far more difficult 
and certainly much slower than if the appointment was of almost 
anyone else. 

Because former Governor C'oleman is an extremely intelligent and 
able man his long record of advocacy of the practice of colored 
segregation makes him far more of a difficulty for Civil Rights 
thana less capable man. FDrmer Governor Coleman is one of the 
chief architects of most of Mississippi's political and legal 
structure of segregation. He advised the state in its massive 
resistance to the 1954 Supreme Court decision. He advised the 
legislature of Mississippi in the wording of most of its nti­
Negro laws. 

r:r he becomes a United States Judge in the IDifth C'ircui t Court 
of Appeals, he will be in a key position to sway the decisions 
of the court against justice, against Clvil Rights. In the name 
of the poor of Mississippi who have received very little in the 
way of justice from the United Courts in the past, I respectfully
plead with you to withdraw the nomination of this man. Former 
Governor Coleman s great le ·a.l•;abil1ty can be used by the 
United States in other positions where he would not be so harm­
ful to the common good and so likely to bring harm on both him­
self and the ag rieved people of Mississippi. 

I' feel that your own intense and personal conviction that justice 
must be done in the area o~ colored prejudice will impel you to 
consider this petition with favor. 

Respectfully yours, 
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Dear President Johnson, June 18 

You have shown your hypocrisy in the civil rights field by appointing 

former Mississippi governor J.P. Colemen ao the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of 

Appeals in New Orleans, which hears most of the cifil rights suits in th 

South. I urge you to reconsider and to appoint instead someone who will 

support the Constitu!io~ of the U. s. 
I also support Martin L. King's proposals to tace civil rights crimes 

out of the hands of Southern courts, since they can not lie depended upon to 

enforce the lawo 

yours truly, 

/~I --T;t,n1~ 
Howard Tamler 
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STEPHEN V. R. WHITMAN 

BURTON LANE 

CEDARHURST, N. Y. 
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OCCIDENTAL COLLEGE LOS ANGELES 41,CALIFORNIA '700 "II 

Office of the Chaplain 

June 28, 1965 

President Lyndon Baines Johnson 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Is it really necessary to appoint J. P. Coleman as judge of the 
Fifth_g_~~cuit Court of Appeals? His record in the sensitive area of 
civil rights while Governor of the State of Mississippi, and the 
reaction among the Negro connnunity in the South to your nomination 
mean that he can be nothing but a source of contention in enforcing 
civil rights legislation and in bringing justice to the Negro com­
munity. 

Io ose this nomination and urge you to withdraw it. 

Further, I am writing Senators Kuchel and Murphy urging them 
to oppose the appointment in the Senate. 

As one who has found it a privilege to support you on so many 
other things, including Viet-Nam and the poverty program, I am 
disappointed that you should be willing to place this unnecessary 
judicial obstacle in the path of the civil rights movement. 

Sincerely yours, _,/?_ .J':• 
~c'~~ 

~:: Edwin Smylie, Th.D. 

JES :mab 
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1940 E. 29 ~treet 
Oa.Kland, ca.i..if'or.nia 
June 2:;,, 1%:; 

~he nonoraole Lyndon B. 
~resid0nt of the united 
Wasnington, .u.C. 

Johnson 
States 

You astonish ... and bitterly disappoint many of your erstwhile followers. 

.tiOWCa_!l_your conscience justify rec~mw.ending LX uovernor ~oleman to sit 
in judgment on l;ivil l:dgnts cases'?'t't't? -- - --- - - -

/1---------- ~ 

How can you EXPECTa man of nis obviously sincere ae6regationist convictions 
to judge fairly and impartially those who are sacrificing "theLUselves to aid in 
YOUR promise,?) to guarantee to all .a.mericans, \Whatever tneir color;, 
the right to BE Americans ·1 

~lease be as big as we'd hoped you'd be. 

PLEAS.I!; 

-~..)_~-
Wilma ,Jchaffer I.' 

1~4U E. 29 .~treet 
uakland, ~alifornia 
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Lura B. Irish 
41 Malvina Place 
San Fr,:mcisco 
94108 

The President 
'l'he White House 
Washingotn 25, D.C. 

Sir: 

I can no longer support 
or ~reign. You are 

your 
talking 

prog
out 

ram, 
of 

either 
oth 

domestic, 
sides of your

mouth. Your actions do follow words~not your 

You speak of poverty, and extend a pittance to solve it. 
ou talk of cl 11..liber.ties, tb,en appoint former Mississippi 

Go~~rrior J. P. Coleman. to the 5th Circuit Court which hea·rsIi( mos of the civil rights suits in the South. Certainly 
you could have found someone less patent y one-sided. 

You_talk o£ pea e, peace, peace, while esc lating t..h~ war 
in Vietu'l You say you cannot do more to alleviate 
problems in the world as long as there are those unwilling 
to leave their neighbors alone in peace--and then invade 
the Dominican ftepublic in order to thwart an attempt by
the people to overthrow a right wing government and restore 
constitutional government. 

In other words, I cannot believe what you say, or respect 
your actions. You are not adroit--you are R§gressive
and coercive in order to carry through your shoot from 
the hip" solutions to problems. 

Surely you would find your very difficult task as President 
an easier one f you truly sought peaceful solutions and 
just solutions to world problemso. and did not feel it up 
to you with ppwerful u.s. backing to run the entire world. 
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u - 9th St. 
Bo·Lldc· ; Colo. 
June 22, 1965 

The Hon. Lyndon B. Johnson 
President of the United States 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear M:r. President: 

. It was with shock and disbelief that I read of your
appointment of J .P.Coleman, former governor of ·,Iississippi, 
to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. ~~. Coleman's in­
famous record of working to maintain and strengthen.the 
racist power structure of I/ississippi is so vell knmm that 
his appointment-can be con.idered only as an endorseuent of 
vhite supremacy, racism, and defiance of the Constitution 

and laws of the United States. ··1ith such a dedicated foe 
of human rights and the U.S. Constitution on the bench, 
justice for non-whites in the deep south will re1ain, as it 
has been for 90 year~, a farce and a mockery. 

Tith the opportunity before you to correct at least 
a small part of the cause of inequality before ttJe lm,1 fo.ced 
by Negro citizens ( as ,,m11 as law-at_:_cting and reasonable 
white citizens), you choose instead to endorse and reward 
a man dedicated to hatred, bigotry, and defiance of law and 
justice. I H VE N1N~} BEEN SO DISAP:)())INT.tJDIN N LCTION OF 
J.' p ES IDEI-. T OF TilE urrr D ST.i\ TED O Surely conciJfa.tory 
gestures to the white supremacist southern power structure 
can be made in an area less crucial to hur an and legal 
rights- than the courts. 

I 
I can only hope that the conscience of our Senate is 

. working and tnat your appointment of "'\fr. Coleman ',rill not 
be approved. 

With deepest regret and disappointment, 

~f~ 
Mrs o Dale Plank 
Block worker, Boulder Co. Democratic Party 
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1fii5b.on,~fortJr;Eakoht 
TELEPHONE 683-4541DALE D. McKENNETT, MINISTER 6/30/65 

.President Lyndon Johnson 
;ashin,ston, D.C. 

Dear l.1r. Jresidont, 

I am writin/ to e:;\. ross 1. shock at vour a 1Yt)ointuent of J . Cole" an 
for aJDointni.ent to the li1ifth Curcuit Court of Ap rnals. Since this former 
covernoP was an architect of r,1uch o hississi ni 1 s set:recationist laws 
I fail to see how he could be im artial in 1;

1 edePal Civil ~(ichts cases 
which 110 will surely have to face. I fail to see the value of such an 
a) ointri10nt and hope the Congr-ess will turn hirn down. 

Sincerely Y8urs,-:v~·yAd:{~ 
fov. Dale LIcl en.nett 

https://1fii5b.on
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Presiden~ h.~ndon B, Johnson 

- ' . 

The lu\1i +-e H-ouse 

Loa'Dh \1 nCJtv n ) D, C . 

'bear Pre.<E;dent Jo~V)Son -

Loe. wc-i+e~ou--R-om~ Jackson C,{,yJal~ haufr)j 

been (1((-eJ;'ted eoh'ile. e,xe,rci<S'\ ng rj 5hr<;guo..ro.,ry~-eedroLYS by tvle 

Ft rd· Clnd Four+eeV)th. favn etndmentr. Loowere ma,rch, n5 to 
pmte.st itie weaol se..ssiof)<:£'fvie t\1-esal\\I Q..,Iect-ed , 

M·,ss,ssipp,~9'statue€. ~mute eve b lreue.tv1etr ·purpof>e 
1 

1S -to elev"c;e. meo.r,s to 01rcum \fBV1t your new o+tnCj 

ri~\r\ts b,,1\ 

ioda.y, fbr 't(ne -~est tfrne since J/\on&CUj.,c.ue ~o..w 

n e..w<;pape,r o.n&r-e..adth0-t ~ou ha\Je ()om to~d ""Y.P.Q 

C.O\emo.n)e)(-go\Jemor of MtS$\ s~,w't) Tu fu_ R.f-'~ e,'"rcu,t 

0.oud- oC:Ar~o.1<;,Howcan ~OU make 8>1Y6Yl~~t-o:\-emelf\t-s 

(as tn L{OL>o+ine speecV) \V\\S \X(S·~ SpM~n~ ") abol)t rhe. 
rpre_sen\- need +'o,\fohng rights 'm--rhe &>oTh- an& the\{\; 

CLppornta vnaV1who wi\l e>lovtoo&ly -not enforce Bour b, I( 
fr) t\;\e.Rfth C,rcoi·t? H-owcan l0e, and i¼.-people-­

bla.ckcun& tuhd,e-- of N),ss,<;stpp,'expect-~D~trce ~ 

3e.gregano0ist-judge.~ '1nterirOD mCLf n+-alo\n~an unjust" 
s\-aJu£ q,uo"? 

• ~ ~OUTT) re.Coob[ckr iv c.o1thd.raw-htmg y Ur<3e.. and 

tb,s unw·f>-enom1na ·hon .. 

For Freedom 
) 

L)U\MJYv~ l-1% '/Q Jam~OJ.J'u~.A . Q 4l~-
M~~~ Y Cohen Ill M./u~LAAu t'\I\M~""H-d--1 rvy 
k ~ }).__~rvto CJ!. C,/'c/e_ Q,i_.,,J,i--c<¼c: ?cr Wltt.ss. 

?a:~ \:t~~lvcJ:~\~~'f\~~ 
7 Ko.rel M,U)e.1 IDWo.-t,\.1109+0,0 

I ~,
0<;Sbe,r5 8\-.,N'o,nd1es\e.r,Mass. 

I. 
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SANRAFELCALIF JUNE 30 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

AS A LOYAL DEMOCRAT SUPPORTER PROTESTAND YOUR STAUNCH I 

COLEMANAPPOINTMENT.YOU TALK ONE WAY AND ACT ANOTHER. 

HOW SAD 

MARYL LEHANE. 
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July 22, 1965 

Dear r. icker on: 

or the Pr id nt, I ant to acknowledge 
your comm nt concerning the o ·nation 
of Governor J .~Fol;;:-,...e•. ;.;.;.;;;;;;:;;,,.,-

Plea e be only ft r ry 

car ful con ide tion t:::~·~-.... , Pr i ent ade 
this el ction, d he i ident th tin the 

onth he d Go ernor Colem n will d mon• 
tr ate his itab "lity for thi p st. 

Sincerely, 

John B. Clinton 

to the Presid nt 

I 
Th R v end D • l ickerson 

~Tri Ston Bapti t Church 
1951 Bo ton oa 
Bronx, N w York 

JBC:hm 
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AH FAX N t YORK NY JUN 22 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE iHITE HOUSE 

DEAR MR PRESIDE T WE THE OFFICERS A D ~EM ERS OF THE TRI D STO .E 

BAPTIST CHURCH AR SHOCKEDA~AZED AND DEEPLY TROU LED BY YOUR 

APPOINT~E T OF MR JP COLE A~ OF ~ISSISSIPPI THE R~CORD THAT 

THIS MA HAS ESTABLISHED AS A WHITE SUPREMIST A ID A SEGREGATIONIST 

lAKES IT INCOiJCEIVABLE THATA Y ONE WOULD CONSIDER HIM AS THE 

JUDGE 01 THE CIRCUIT COURT. SIR, IE PROTEST WITH ALL OUR BEING THIS 

.. 
0 

i 
., 

-

l 



:::, 

APPOINTMENTWE URGE YOU SIR TO WITHDRAW THE SAME RESPECTFULLY 

YOURS .. 
TRIED STONE BAPTIST CHURCH REV DANIEL ICKERSON~INISTER 

HENRIETTACROCKERSECRETARY1951 BOSTONRD BRONX NEW YORK NY. 
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Jul 22, 1965 

D .ar M . Va s: 

Your recent letter commendi g th Pr id nt for 
the omin tion of G v r. o J, mes P. <;ol ma 
h been received and 

The Pre ident has a 
wi hes. 

ince ely, 

i re tly a p ted. 

John B. Clinton 
Sta ~ t 

Mr. Jonn . Vass, Jr. 
E ecutiv Seer tary 

)(Citize ' Committee to K ep 
America li'"ree 

4520 l ham Avenue 
Chattanooga, T nne ee 37 09 

JC:plr 
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CITIZEN'S COMMITTEE TO KEEP AMERICA FREE 
4520 ALABAMA AVE., CHATTANOOGA, TENN 37409 TELEPHONE: 821-280(; - -

(Founded 1965) 

JOHN S. VASS, JR. 
July 3, 1965

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

H n. Lynd n B. J hns•n 
Tb.e Wb.ite House 
Wasningt :n, D.O~ 

Dear Mr. President: 

We w uld like t c mmendy u fr having app inted the hon rable 
James C leman, former G vern r f the State f Mississippi, t- a 
positi non the Fifth. Circuit Curt f Appealso 

G vernmr C leman will pr vide, we are sure, a great service 
t the American pe pleihis term on said o urt~ 

o.uring 

Sincerely y urs, 

~. D~~~-. 
s. Vass, Jr. '(}'

cutive Secretary 

=========Let's Stop Communist Advances Within Our Country!========= 
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nk. you ver • our en n 
f Gov rnor ~_=.::.;;;.=....;;;;;;.-----,...=--===- dge to 
e United . 
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B. Cli ton 
Sta££ Assistant 
to the President 

Mr. V, illiam ~. • ck x 
Princip 1, 1'ate griffin Junior High School 

l;;Jeridian 1>un • ~cho ls 
zCth J)venu$ and D vi Sti·eet 
M ridi n. Mississippi 

JBC:nh 



KATE GRIFFIN JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
MERIDIAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
28TH AVENUE AND DAVIS STREET 

MERIDIAN. MISSISSIPPI 

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL 

April 30, 1965 

The Honorable Lyndon B. Johnson 
President of the Unitea States 
White House 
Washington, D. c. 

THE NAME OF JAMES P. COLEMANHA.S BEEN MF:NTIONED 

As a possible appointee to the Fifth District Court 
of Appeals. His presence on this bench could lend 
dignity to the entire judiciary. 

Mr. Coleman is a proven jurist and is a competent 
lawyer. He is obviously a loyal Democrat. 

Perhaps above all these things he is an honest man 
and possessed of an understanding of humanitarianism 
that is not often found. 

Please give this recommendation your serious 
consideration, even though I wield no special 
political power. 

~fJJtJj 
William A. Hickox 
Principal 

T-IAH:rp 
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LOS GELES CALIF JUNE 30 

THE ?RE SIDE JT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

RACE PREJUDICE HAS NO PLACE O FEDERAL ENCH URGE 

NOMINATIONOF GOVER OR COLEMA BE RESCI DED 

RAND RS VICTOR LU IIG 9429 KIRKSIDE RD LOSANGELES 35. 
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WA004 POM 

FAX TDPK LOS ALTOS CALIF 1 

THE PRES !DENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

RESPECTFULLYURGE WITHDRAWAL COLEMANYOUR NOMINATION FIFTH 

CIRCUIT COURT. KNOWN SEGREGATIONISTAPPEARS INCAPABLE JUDICIAL 

!~PARTIALITY 

DR AND MRS THOMAS H LLEWELLYN ALVARADO344 AVE LOS ALTOS 

CALIF. 
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----'f. C. Lawrence 
2728} Stuart St. 

erkeley, Calif. 9470 

l 
(AIR MAIL-POSTAL CARD) 

resident Lyndon B. Johnson, 

rrhe white House, 

-fashington 25, 

D. C. 

- . .-

,.,.,, 
v/ 

'/{Al_ 



July 5, 1965 . 

.Jear 1- .~ )r-esident: 

overnor Coleman's illness could be provi­

dential in giving you the opportunity of 

withdrawing your nomination of a blata t 

segregationist as a federal judge,who will be 

largely occupied with civil-rights cases. 

I hope you will appoint someone who is more 

healthy and more~..:~;: 
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LOSA GELES CALIF JUNE 30 
z

THE PRESIDENT "' 
► 

.. 
8 
.., 
VTHE WHITE HOUSE "' 
0: 

~ 
0: 

0:SIR, I BELIEVE YOU OWE A DETAILED EXPLANATIO TO A VAST MAJORITY 
:z: 
"'., 
0 

..:cOF THE PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY AS TO WHY YOU HAVE APPOINTED 
~ 

.. 
Ill 

.. 0 

JAMES COLEMANAN ARCH SEGREGATIONIST TO A FEDERAL COURT BENCH. .. "' 
0:.. 
.. 
0.,THEM N HIMSELF MAY BE QUALIFIED BUT HIS HEART IS 'TIN THE 

NEGROESFIGHT FOR EQU4LITY YOUR APPOI TME T OF MR COLEMA IS 

·A BITTER PILL TO SWALLOW A FACT YOU MUST REALIZE 



RALPH AD PEGGY L WRIGHT 

4310 OLYMPIAD LOS 

A GELES43 CALIF. 
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275 North Highla.nd Ave. 
Lansdowne,Penna. / 
July 6,1965 

President Lyndon Johnson 
The vfhi te House 

a shington., D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

It is with great disappointment and a heavy heart that 

my husband and I read of recent events in the field of civil 

rights. How can we hope that justice will be any more fairly 

administered in the South than it has beJ in the past when we 

read the unbelievable record of your choice for the Judge of the 

Fifth Circuit Court? Judge Coleman seems to be against everything 

that you have said you want for our country. Please,Mr. President, 

don't let us lose our faith in you over this unwise appointment. 

Sincerely yours, 
)(~~-!~ 
Mrs. W.H.Henderson 

https://Highla.nd
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3808 N. Prospect Avenue 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

July 5, 1965 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 

White House 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear President Johnson, 

We urge you to withdraw the appointment of 

James Coleman for the United ~tates Court of 

Appeals for the fifth Circuit. 

It should be obvious that a former governor 

of Mississippi is not qualified to hear civil 

rights cases. We find it hard to understand 

how you could have submitted his name. 
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ATTORNJ=<~YS AND 

601- 606 BANKERS 

Ct'J',JJ'lS'.E:tORS 

TRUST PLAZA 

AT LAW 

Dun,nx~o­

'WM. 

DAN 

X:UOENE MORSE 

W'. MORS'.E 

.._JAClr.SON 1., 1".[l:SSISSIPPl: 
PHONES .353 

353 

3883 

3884 

June 30, 1965 

President L. B. Johnson 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

i Thanks for nominating J. P. Coleman for the Circuit Court of 
1Appeals. If confirmed he will make a strong member of the Judiciary. 

In fact, by experience, knowledge, understanding and integrity, he 
could and would fill this place with honor and with full credit to the 
highest and best judicial standards regardless of any personal views 
or opinions that he may have on any case before the Court. 

The press indicates that some of the Kennedy Boys are going to 
oppose him. In the opinion of some, Coleman is not as liberal, or at 
least he has not been as liberal, as some of the liberals would like to 
require of a judge. 

If some Senator or Senators would let the Kennedy Boys know 
that J. P. Coleman rode the train with their brother Jack and toured 
the state with him for the "Democratic Party" when Dick Nixon was 
carrying the state, it might cause them to think. This was loyalty and 
Mro Kennedy recognized it as such and offered him a place in his 
Cabineto This of necessity should be bro.aght out in the hearing. Family 
pride for such loyalty should have some weight. 

Someone should advise them of this and of the fact that Coleman 
stood by their brother when the going was rough and, in fact, it was this 
very loyalty to Kennedy and the Democratic Party that cauded his defeat 
as Governor in the last election. 

You are doing a good job, but working too hard. 

WEM:jb 
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July ZZ, 1965 

Dear Mrs. Anderso 

1 or th Pre id t I want to cknowledge 
your recent 1 tter in which you expr ed 

the appointment of 

tha.t it was only after 
that the Pr ident 

ad i election, and he i confident 
that • ~ e day ahead Governor Coleman 
will mon trate hi uitability for thi 
post. 

With b st wishes, 

inc r,ely, 

John B. Clinton 

) 

toncerning 
ole 

ured 
careful c n ider tion 

to the 

~rs. B. F. nder on 
3Z3 W st u ia Street 

an Dima , C~lifornia 91773 

JBC:ltd 
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June 30, 1965 

The President 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

As supporters of the Civil Rights Bill which you so resol­
utely helped Congress to pass, we noted with amazement and 
dismay the announcement of your intention to appoint 

ames P. Coleman to the U.S. Cour of Criminal Appeals. 
It strikes us as paradoxical that one so thoroughly com­
mitted to equality and dignity for all Americans as you 
are should even consider naming to an important judicial 
post a man who openly acknowledges his segregationist record~ 
To be quite honest, it seems to us something very much like 
folly to entrust the administration of anti-discrimination 
legislation to a man who boasts of his success in defying 
and circumventing the law of the land. Is not public con­
tempt for law intolerable in a judge? 

We most earnestly urge you to reconsider this nomination. 
We believe that it is a serious mistake. 

\ 

Very truly yours, 

Kenneth and Vanita Merrill 
R.R. 1, 3841 N.W. Bristol Dr. 
Norman, Oklahoma 73069 
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LAW OFFICES 

WOLF, BLOCK, SCHORR ANo Sous--CoHEN
t TWELFTH FLOQR PACKARD BUILDING 

;:!fV' D. HAYS SOLIS-COHEN 
"' :..._ SAMUEL A.GOLDBERG THOMAS D. MCBRIDE PHILADELPHIA 19102t"'~,,-I ALFRED L.WOLF MORRIS H.GOLDMAN 

~ ~ :~~::::;:iLLF ~~~l~E~. ~;::.;AN 
MORRIS L.FORER NATHAN SILBERSTEIN LOCUST 3-8600 
FRED WOLF 1 JR. BERNARD ESKIN 
DONALD BEAN SAMUELL.SPERLING 
JOSEPH BRANDSCHAIN MITCHELL E. PANZER HORACE STERN 
LOUIS M.COHEN BERNARD M. BORISH MORRIS WOLF 
MICHAEL VON MOSCHZISKER RAYMOND J.BRADLEY 

OF COUNSEL.
FRANKLIN POUL FRANKLIN H.SPJTZER 
DANIEL C.COHEN ROBERT E.WACHS 
BURTON CAINE STANTON S.OSWALD 

GORDON A. BLOCK
ANTHONY S. MIN!SI ALVIN H. DORSKY 

1918-1964
ALBERT J. FELDMAN JEROME KURTZ 
JACK VAN BAALEN DAVID J.KAUFMAN 
ALLAN H. REUBEN CARL W. SCHNEIDER 
MYLES H.TANENBAUM HOWARD GITTIS 
MICHAEL M. DEAN SEYMOUR KURLAND 
MICHAEL L.TEMIN GEORGE M.BRANTZ 
CHARLES G. KOPP ROBERT M.SEGAL 
ALAN J. DAVIS STUART F. EBBY 
MARK S. BAZROD MARTIN W.SPECTOR 
LEONARD J.COOPER ALAN H. MOLOD 
STEVEN A.ARBITTIER JUDAH I. LABOVITZ 
EDWARD M.GLICKMAN JAMES N.RUDOLPH June 21, 1965 
BARRY WAXMAN HENRY A.GLADSTONE 
RICHARD A.JACOBY JOSEPH M.MANKO 

Lyndon B. Johnson, 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President 

I cannot imagine why you intend to appoint 
former Governor James P. Coleman to the Fifth Circuit 
Court of Appeals. It is my understanding that he is 
a dedicated segregationist. 

Certainly such an appointment cannot achieve 
the goals you have set for the Negro. 

ResJectfully yours, 

feC.~'- IA"a.~ 
Robert E. Wachs 

REW:md 
c.c. Nicholas deB. Katzenbach, 

Attorney General 



- - .. -

THE WHll E HOUSl: 

JuN22 7 oo PM '65 
RECEIVED 



y 2, 1965 

D r r. Till 

inc r y, 

JBC:dhl 



...- ~ 

Jue 19., 1965 

The ?'r ide 
T ite 

t 
Hous 

c. 

Dear Mr. res·d nt: 

// I urge you to reco sid r our ar.,oi ~ent_ qf_ ,l~_ 

{I"/.tl£~cil~~J!.-~~-i states Court of ,,~ als ro: ~~-... 

find it d~fficult to stablish a relationshi~ b ~ en thi 
a TIOintment which ou have ·ust ann unc , and our recent 
ex el t ~ronou cements on racer lat·on. 

I c ot ee how w, ith thi en~ointment., are hel~ing 
M·ssis i~~i ·o· the ~ro?ress th rest of the countr 

making. Under ou, sir, have teen able to accomnli h 
muc domesti~ lly, and I can only ~resum that under you 
we s all cont·nue doi g so. BUT OT ''ITH JAM S COLE!AN. 

~leas recons·d r. 

r'Vill. am T. llman 
14 1· d rgh • 
Re New York iO5RO 
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J rA11e ~ J.) I Cf6fi 

PreSrJed/._'(nclo,, f!>. Jo h11so'7 

WashI ffJfon 
I 

P.c. 

Dear Sit-· 
I 

8y sefecfMJ J. P. ColeMcur as y, u.r ;er-
5 na( C/4orceFot- af/oudf'1. e,1+ t ft, e. (1, S. Coaft-

oF /lff eafs I'"1- fk e. HPi~ Drsil-,ci y u haII 

h f-0 /(e11 ra cfh Wt f~ i-/4~ ~N-e ht (ClVI 5 w/2° 

//V()u.lcAaccetf- yottt w 1-c:fas your /;o,ic/. 
1VouSatd ;fit, fresrole'li - ' We hqt/ over-

~, -
CCJwe ,,_ ,, I hid( o(o '21/e/-yflz,;;-r~ 14 y f1.tVN·,11 

YiUf- ac1r~~1JOtV fore es jhf> r«esitv~ oG 

Stf/ Cert'ty /~c/ee/7!ef/eP! flte. ~ 11es1yo~ f/2 s e 
J 

Sf q fefl1 eP! 7.5, 

7~ts /S 17c;f (lJ ti hoed~ be, 

);{u.d 1f he f41S wa7? 
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TDHE BETHPAGE NY JUL 7 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

CA JAN INTERPOSITIONIST HONESTLY SWEARALLEGIANCETO THE US 

CONSTITUTIONAND FULFILL HIS DUTIES AS JUDG OF THE US FIFTH 

CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS. I URGE THE WITHDRA AL OF GOVER.OR 

COLEMAN'SAPPOitTMENT 

YRON COHE ATTORNEY23 CEIL PLACE BETHPAGE NY •. 

https://GOVER.OR
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HARRY R. MAJOR 

1736 N. SIERRA BONITA AVENUE 

HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 90046 

July 3, 1965 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Your appointment of former Governer Coleman of 
Mississippi to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals is 
shocking indeed. This man helped to pass all sorts of 
white supremacy bills when he was Governor. He is 
hardly the kind of judge we want to consider complex 
civil rights cases. 

Your advocacy of strong civil rights legislation on 
the one hand and this draadful appointment on the other 
make a sharp contrast indeed. I cannot grasp your 
logic, and I consider the choice quite irresponsible. 
I think, in fact, it is high time for a Negro judge; 
at least, however, we want one who believes in civil 
rights. Even Homer Thornberry is possessed of a bad 
record on civil rights. 

If you wish to impress me with your interest in civil 
rights, I suggest that you seek better men for the 
federal bench. I am writing to both my senators, asking 
them to oppose this ludicrous man. 

S ·,ncerely yours, 

~181if&t 
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