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"CANDLESHINE HILL" 

P. □. Box 422 

S □ QUEL, CALIF. 95073 

June 30, 1965. 

Hon. Lyndon B. Johnson, 
The White House,' 
Washington, D. c. 
My dear Mr. President: 

Like many others, I am disturbed and concerned by the nomination 

of James P. Coleman, former Governor of Mississippi, to the Fifth United States Court 

of Appeals. 

I have been an ardent supporter of your concept of "The Great 

Society", particularly as it relates to the efforts of your administration to raise 

the standard of living and open the door of opportunity to minority groups. This is 

a great and humane concept, and I honor you for it. 

But I believe that an ardent and avowed segregationist like 

Mr. Coleman has nothing to contribute to the struggle of underprivileged Americans 

to achieve full citizenship and to enjoy the same rights which our Constitution 

guarantees to all Americans, regardless of race, creed, or color. 

In short, Mr. President, I urge you to withdraw Mr. Coleman's 

name, and submit instead, the name of a dedicated __Ameriean, instead of a dedicated 

Mississippian. 

I might say that I worked for your election. I worked for you 

because I believed in you and your program. Don't let me down. 

V y tr-uif:J:.ol 

M. ,;r'.ger./~ 
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MI NEAPOLIS MI J 21 

Tl-IE PRESI DE JT 

TH WHITE HOUSE 

TH~ AD HOC COM ITTEE FOR THE MISSIS IPPI CHALL£ GED LORES YOU 

PRO OSED APPOINT ET OF EX-GOV RNOR COLEM TO THE FEDERAL BE~CH. 

HT UALIFICATIO SHE HAS ARE TAI TED BY YEAR OF RACIST 

POLITIC. L .ACHI TIONS. E URGE YOU TO APPOI T E OF 

DEMON.TRATEDCOURAG A~D P OBITY TO ALL JUDICIAL PO ITIO~S 

~1RS ROB RT L WY JR MR F~ D ¼YO 1S .R PETER J(I DBERG 
X 



,R i!CH EL WEI BERG & CO CHAIRMAN. 
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NEW YORK NY JUN 30 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

BY NO STRETCHOF THE IMAGINATION COULD A GOVERNORFROMMISSSISSIPPI 

BE CONSIDERED MODERATE THEREFORE WE PROTEST THE .APPOINTMENT 

OF COLEMAN AS US FIFTH CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS JUDGE RESPECTFULLY 

"'0MR AND MRS ANTHONY }:_ARRO AND MR AND MRS GEORGE ,lACDUFF. 
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THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

WITHERSPOON BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

Telephone: PENNYPACKER 5-6722 19107 

June 30, 1965 

The President 
The ,White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am deeply disappointed that at a time like this 
I' you would nominate as a Federal Judge, Mississippi Governor 

J.P. Coleman, whose record as a standpat segregationist is 
quite clear, and whose history of opposition to Federal law 
in the field of civil rights is disgraceful. 

I must confess, i1r. President, to a serious disil­
lusionment since I supported you in 1964. 

Sincerely yours, 

Frederick C. Maier 
Secretary 
Division of Continuing Education 

FCM/ac 
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rut . ..,_MRS.JESSE LILIENTHAL. JR.• 40 BAVWOOD AVENUE • HILLSBOROU t-J.CALIFORNIA 

t) 1 .,, 
VI 

{1 V July 5,_ 1965 

The President 
The White House 
Washington 2 5, D. C. 

My dear Mro President: 

We are strongly opposed to the appointment 
of Ex-governer Coleman of Mississippi to the Fifth District 
Circuit Court of Appeals. His appointment to this position 
would, we fear, prove a severe setback to the implementation 
of the wise and just laws toward which your Administration 
has been so admirably leading our nation. 

Very respectfully yours, 

(Jesse Lilienthal) 

( Thelma Lilienthal) 

IJJ'R3l 
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Dear Mr . B chn an: 
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July 23, 1965 

e • 1·.lr. Bil : 

T~ a c you very n~uc fo your letter and the clippings. 

7mm. ciat""ly ftcr your tolepho call, I passed the 
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-'·o t :;.c ...ueotion· you ask in your let er. I am, however~ 
;).t~c.--c~p~ing to secure information from the proper p rson 

.:..rn ~ ...1 c a aomeon will be in touch with you. 

• , st person 1 reg. rds. 
Sincerely. 

Jake Jacobsen 
Lcgiolative Counsel 
to the President 

)t 
/ . Peter Dill. Sr. 

Exec .,,,..:vc rl'i ector 
L .....don . ohnson for Preside Club. Inc. 
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President Lyndon·B. Johnson 
White House 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Mr. President: 

I am vigorously opposed to your recent appoint­
ment ctr James P. Coleman to the Fifth Circuit Oourt 
of Appeals. I s shoe ed and dismayed that you 
should appoint a former governor of Mississippi, an 
avowed segreg tionist, to any important position, 
let alone to Federal judgeship in the district 
where the mai struggle for democracy is being 
fought. This is a direct slap in the face ofthe 
Negro people ho are courageously fighting for 
their c1iil ights. 

reg est that in your subsequent appointments; 
of· div"duals to positions of grava responsibility, 
a g eat r measure of consideration be exercised by 
you and that, as your appointees, individuals be 
selected who are more truly representative of the 
spirit of American democracy. 

Respectfully yours, 
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ROSS CALIF 10 

THE PRESIDElT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

MOST IMPORTANT CIVIL PROGRESS TH.AT COLE A· JOT BEl 

APPOINTED FEDERAL JUDGE 

R AND rR JACK t ILLIA~S BOX 1931 ROSS CALIF. 
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GENIE lLOVlll1l1 

Jamaica~ Swingin, Stuare :1'J /? /JI}-/. 'I ance LaUer 
l 3 4 - 2 9 1 6 6t h p LA C E 

Jamaica, N. Y. 11434 

Phones: 

(212) 27 6-9286 

/} (212) ST 8-9835 
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![ MERICANS FOR 
GREATER NORTHEAST BRANCH 

July 7, 1965 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
The \.Jhite House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear President Johnson: 

Your nomination of former Mississippi Governor James P. Coleman is a 
complete contradiction of the many public statements you have made on 
the question of equal rights.\ 

Governor Colemans' background is a history of working for the perpetua­
tion of segregation and racism. His appointment as a Judge to the Circuit 
Court which hears a heavy load of civil rights cases can only lead the 
. merican people to doubt the sincerity of your committment to equal rights. 

~ We strongly urge you to withdraw this nomination in the interest of democracy. 

Respectfull 

.1Jfl~ 
Mike Sletson, Chairman 
NE Branch ADA 

lvlS/vv 

HENRYW. SAWYER, 111 JOHN F. LEWIS, JR. 
Chairman Vice-Chairman 

LEE F. DRISCOLL, JR. EMILY W. SUNSTEIN 
Vice-Chairman Vice-Chairman 

JAMESH. JONES THOMASB. HARVEY 
Vice-Chairman Treasurer 

PHILIP P. KALODNER NORVALD. REECE 
Vice-Chairman Executive Director 



AMERICANS FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION 

FORMER NATIONAL NATIONAL OFFICERS 
CHAIRMEN 

MRS.FRANKLIND. ROOSEVELT Vim ChairmenWILSONWYATT 1947-48 
1947-1962 SAMUELH. BEER LEON HENDERSON 1948-49 

EMILE BENOIT HUBERTH. HUMPHREY1949-50 
LEON H. KEYSERLING FRANCISBIDDLE 1950-53 REINHOLDNIEBUHR 

JR. Chairman WAYNEMORSEARTHURM.SCHLESINGER, Honorary 
JAMESE. DOYLE ROBERTR. NATHAN 

(Co-Chairmen) 1953-55 JOHNP. ROCHE JAMESG. PATTON 
JOSEPHL RAUH,JR. 1955-57 National Chairman JOSEPHL RAUH, JR. 
ROBERTR.NATHAN 1957-59 REGINALDH. ZALLES WALTERP. REUTHER 
SAMUELH. BEER 1959-62 Treasurer MARVINROSENBERG 

MRS.JANEJ. BUCHENHOLZ MORRISRUBIN 
Secretary ARTHURM. SCHLESINGER, JR. 
EDWARD PAUL SEABURY D.HOLLANDER 
Chairman,Exec. Committee 
LEON SHULL 
National Director 

------------------------------------------···- ·-·· 

: 

SOUTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER 
AMERICANS FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION 

FORMER BOARD OF DIRECTORS 03Af3 33H 
CHAPTER CHAIRMEN 

JOSEPHARCHUT JACK B. JUSflCE LEON SCHACHTER 
WILLIAM L. BATT, JR. 1947-48 ALBERTATCOVITZ HAROLDLIBROSCQ,WdSE (aEOR(lt S~ER 
JOSEPHS. CLARK, JR. 1948-49 SYLVIA BARKAN THOMASD. McBm~ ilDNtV SCHU~MAN 

DILWORTHRICHARDSON 1949-50 MARTINBAROL S(1OH ".'.IliJPN-PJiMICHAELH. MALIN.~ .S.CflWARTZ 
EMILY L. EHLE 1950-51 GEORGEE. BARTOL, 111 RUTH MALONE • ... • .:: UltfJ\B:tR!.WARTZ 
JOHNN. PATTERSON ABE BELSKY HENRYH. MEIGS BERNARDL SEGAL 
LAWRENCEM. C. SMITH MACK BLANK JEROMEMELAMED • CHARLES.s.SHAPIRO.

(Co-Chairmen) 1951-52 ANNA CLARK DR. HOWARD E. MITCHELL EMILY H. SILVERMAN 
LAWRENCE 1952-55M.C. SMITH JOSEPHS. CLARK S. MONTGOMERY M. SIMON DOROTHY JEANNE 
MRS. JOHN F. LEWIS, JR. 1955-56 CHARLESJ. COOPER CHARLESA. MOORE M. C. SMITH LAWRENCE 
JOSEPHSCHWARTZ 1956-59 MARY M. DOUTY JOHN N. PATTERSON BEN STAHL 
THOMASB. HARVEY 1959-62 PAUL DAVIDOFF ROBERTPETITO JOY B. TAKIFF 
WALTERM. PHILLIPS 1962-64 JANE S. FREEDMAN WALTERM. PHILLIPS ROBERTW. WILLIAMS 

CHARLESGLANVILLE LEON RAIDER ROGERH. WILSON 
ELAINEK. GOFF C. RICHARDS WOLFSONDR. CARLETON BERTRAM 
JEROMEKAPLAN JAMESE. RIEL Y ELIZABETHZEIDMAN 
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B. C. CIAL CORPORATION 
I . ~oaghout the World 

Executive Offices: The B. C. Morton Building 

Office of the President 141 MILK STREET• BOSTON 9, MASS. 

CERTIFIED MAIL July 9, 1965 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

The Honorable Lyndon B. Johnson 
President of the United States 
Washington, D. C. 

I am writing to you, Mr. President, 

with an urgent appeal that you reconsider your appointment of 
Ex-Governor James P. Coleman as a Judge in the Fifth Circuit~ Court of Appeals. 

I am writing to you as the parent of a boy who has given up a year 
of his life to fight for Civil Rights in the State of Mississippi and 
has been jailed three times on false charges and has been seriously 
beaten up in jail because of his activities. I do not see how he or 
any citizen of the United States working on Civil Rights could get 
fair treatment if they appeal their case before a judge such as 
Ex-Governor Coleman would make. They would get no more 
satisfaction than the Justice Department is able to get with Judge 
Cox in the murders that have taken place in the South. 

I am enclosing factual documentation that has been made available 
to me with reference to Governor Coleman and I cannot see how your 
appointment of Governor Coleman is consistent with your public 
statements that you believe in Civil Rights for all United States citizens. 

If the documentation that I am enclosing is false or inaccurate, I would 
appreciate your pointing this out to meo However, I do not believe 
a quotation from Coleman 1s Inaugural Address on January 3, 1956 is 
inaccurate. I believe this would disqualify Coleman from being an 
impartial judge in the southern part of the United States. 

s,. . c._ MORT?N FI_N~NCiAl ...co_RPyfATION _SUUSI0IAR: AND 7F_FIUAH,O _CORPORAl'IONS_: n. C, MORTON s. co .. lNCORPORATEO • B, C, M()R'fON UNI rm COR~ORATION • BANKi':'RS f-lNANCIAI. f:QUHY (()RPORAllON 
,~Ar 1_QNA(, IINAN(IA_. ~DVtRTl~ING, AGENi.Y,' B._ c ... M. ~(),ENCY, _,N(., •. r~r: _e, (.: ~ORTON O_R_GA_N,]ATION, INC, • a, C, M. INSURANCE AGENCY, INC, • B. (', MOR'ION fUNOS llNDfRWRllTRS co,, INC 
C,IOBAI. SAl.t5 !!.,,,Si:RVl~E ... ;NC..• HAMPSHl~E ?PEi<-:-liNG _(.ORPORAT;QN • 1NSURED INVESfMt:Nf ASSCXIATES, INC. • All SfAfi:S MANAGEMENT <;QMPANY, INVfiS1MENT ADVISOR 10 THf B, C. MORrON f-UND, INC. 
a, C. MORlON & ,0, INlER~ONllNENlAl DIV!SION, INC. • FINANCIAL PRINf'NG CO., INC, • 6, C MO~TON flNANCIAL C'ORPORATION AlSO AClS A5 'fRANSH:R AG!'Nr AND CGRPORAff TRlJSTff OF B. e, MORTON RfAlTY l'RUST 
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The Honorable President 
Lyndon B. Johnson -2- July 9, 1965 

I again urge that you show the American public that you are a man 
of principle and withdraw the appointment of Ex-Governor Coleman. 

Sincerely yours, 

Bernard Carver 

FIN/bsd 
Encso 
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July 2, 965 

Dear Friend., 

On June 18, President Johnson made an announcemrnt that shocked supporters 
of civil rights and human dignity all over this natione He announced 
that he would appoint an old and stanch racist and former Governor of 
Mississippi to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appealso At a time when 
Negroes in Mississippi still must endure oppressive and restrictive 
laws this Governor signed into effect, the President of the United States 
appointed J. P. Coleman to fill a vane ncy which has been open for· tl:e 
past 18 months. Under the new voting bj_ll, if the state of Mississippi 
wishes ~o prevent Negroes from voting, the state wi appeal directly 
to the ~ifth Circuit Court. 

The Fifth Circuit encompasses the two worst states in the nation with 
regard to denial of civil and human rights--i'1ississippi and Alabama. 
Yet, a men who said on October 26, 1956: "I do not now f aver the Negro 
voting in Mississippi. He is wholly unprepared to assume this respon­
sibility," will be making decisions for the federal government about who 
votes in Mississipni. 

In his Inaagural Address as Governor of Mississippi on January 3, 1956, 
Coleman stated: 

11In my gubernatorial campaign of 19.55 I said in my official 
platform: 'There will be no mixing of the races in any of 
the state operated educational institutions. I already have 
a record on this-subject. This is no task for the amateur or 
hoth€ad.' 

I fur\h~r told the people that if elected Governor, with the 
cooperati:-C:m of a gocd legislature, we would maintain the separa­
tion of the races without at the same time keeping our state, 
its economy, its cu.st.oms, and its practices, in a daily uproar 
of confusion and uncertainty. I say to this audience .... that I 
have not the slightest f$ar that four years hence when my 
successor stands on ·this same spot to assume his official oath, 
the separation of the races will be left intact and will still 
be in full force and effect in exactly the same manner and form 
as we know it today. n 

As Jovernor, J. P. Coleman lived up to his word and signe' into effect 
ma~y unconstitutional laws and statutes designed to preserve the second 
class status of Mississippi's Negro citizens. The State Sove eignty 
Commission, specifically designed to isolate the state from n-=·ederal 
encroachment" and to maintain the white supremist power structure wa 

"() ne 

,, 

' 



-2-

created. The State Sovereignty Commissio is a intelligence agency 
which has given at least t193 000 ( in tax money) to the White Citizens 
Council.,, according to testimony by Sovereignty Commission officials 
in evidence taken by the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party as part 
of the Congressional Challenge~ 

When Senators get back from their Fourth of July vacation, a su committee 
of the Senate Judiciary Committee will commence hearings on this 
appointment. When these hearings s.e ove, the subcommittee will 
report either favorably or unfavorably to the full Senate Judiciary 
Committee and from there to the fu 1 Sena e 

We of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating C0In.t11ittee are appealing 
directly to you because you are a constituent of a Senato who has gone 
on record for human rights and who sits on the Judiciary Committee. 
We urge you to wire your Senator and demand that he stop this appointment 
in committee. Ask him to make his vote cast in favor of the Voting 
Bill meaningful by r~fusing to confirm J. Pe Co~eman's appointment to 
the Fifth Circuit Court. 

Yours in the strugg e, 

~l~ 
John Lewis 
Chairman 

C> 



· BILLS SIGNED INTO LAW BY GOVERNOR COLEMAN. 

A review of a few of th~ legislative enactments ~igned by James- P. 
Coleman during his term of office as Governor of Mississippi seP.ms 
conclusively to demonstrate that he would be actively opnosed to 
protecting and securing the civil rights of Negro American citizens 
if confirmed by the United States Senate as a Judge on the United States 
Court of Appeals of the Fifth Circuite This review follows: 

1. In 1956 Governor Coleman signed into law Chapters 273 and 288 (Gen. 
' Laws Hiss. 1956), acts confirming a steadfast policy of racial segregation 
• • in the state's public schools and repealing the stete' s compulsory education 
: laws (so as to be able to close individual schools within the state if 

•• • required to desegregate by federal court orders). He also signed acts 
requiring railroad and bus comp·anies to maintain separate waiting rooms 
and toilet facilities for the races traveling in intra-state commerce 
and requiring all intra-state passengers to use such separate facilities. 
(Chapters 258-60, General Laws of Mississippi, 1956). Criminal penalties 
of ~l,000 and/or one year in jail for each violation of these acts were 
provided, and it was explicitly sta~ed that an intra-state passenger,. 
arrested for violating the state-imposed segregation laws, could have no 
action of false imprisonment against the arresting officer, nor could he 
·recover damages from common carriers complving with these statutes. 

2. In 1956, when Governor Coleman signed these acts, it was perfectly 
f, clear from the broad language in Brown v Board of Education, 347 U.S. 

483 (1954), that the·· Fourteenth Amendment forbade all racial segregation 
in the public schools, and all other state enforcement of racial • 

•separation such as prescribed by tre acts requiring that segregated waiting 
rooms and toilet facilities be maintained by common carriers. 

1 ·-In signing these acts into law, Governor Coleman was inttntionally seeking to . 
:' frustrate what he knew to be a requirement of the Federal Constitution. 
• The acts repealing the state's compulsory education laws and confirming 
'•its policy of racial segregation were deliberately designed to circumvent 

anticipated- efforts by· the federal courts, on which James P. Coleman seeks 
:· to sit, to enforce the Constitution of the United States. 

3. Even more frightening is the sunport given to the patently absurd 
doctrine of interposition by Governor Coleman when he signed into law 

.., . Chapter 254, General Laws of Mississippi., 1956. The law sought "to give 
• effect to the Resolution of Interposition, Senate Concurrent Resolution 

No. 125, and to the -principle of segregation of the races 11 ·by directing 
• the.J<··Governor and the entire executive branch of the State of Mississinpi 

"to prohibit by any lawful, peaceful and constitutional means, the 
implementation of or the compliance with the integration decisions 
of the United States Supreme Court ••. and to prohibit by any lawful, 

1 , :,: peaceful, arrl cnnstitutional means the causing of a mixing or integration 
of the white and Negro races in public schools, public parks and publjc 

•waiting rooms." That Governor Coleman should have sought to frustrate 
a federal constitutional policy is bad enough; that he signed his name 
in support of a constitutional doctrine long and rightly regarded as 
ridiculous, and which, if adopted, would reduce our federal republic 
to a meed confederation of states serves to point out his compelling 
disqualificati~ns for appointment to a judgeship in a circuit which elaborates 
constitutional policy. 

'Governor Coleman's sincere support of interposition and deliberate opposi­
tion to -che United States Constitution is further evidencE:d by his approval 
of Chapter 365; an Act creating the State Sovereignty Commhs~_on of which 

' the Governor was chairman. The duty of this body was to perfo::·m "all acts 
arrl things deemed necessary and proper to protect the sovereignty of the 
state of Mississippi, and her sister states from encroachment theron by the 
Federal Government." (Ch. 365_, Sec. 5). 

·h. Additional impediments to the fulfillment of constitutional rights are 
found in· Chapter 253, an Act to prohibit the fomenting of litigation by 
making it-unlawful to dona~e or receive funds for the purpose of filing 
or presecuting lawsuits. 'l'his legislation was aimed at ,the Legal Defense 
Fund of the NAACP.and other organizations seeking· to confirm by lawsuit 
the constitutio~al rights of Negro citizens. 
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5. Governor CoJ.emon n._1.sH'>signed an. en::i~+.m,c:;1--it (Uhapter 257, General Laws, 
Mississippi, 1956) conferring upua all public businesses an absolute right 
to select their customers and subjecting any person refusing to vacate a· 
public place at the owner's request to a fine of up to 1~5oo ·and/or 
imprisonment ·or up ·to six months. The custom of segregation by private 
individuals was further buttressed by the Governor's ·approval of Chapter 256, 
a broad breach· of· the peace statute, covering "any person who· shall enter any 
publ1.d' place of_pusiness (and) •.. create a disturbance or a breach of-the 
peace in 'any way· whatsoever includin·g, but not restricted to •• the making 
of threats or attempting to intimidate." 

6. :In '1958, liovernor ·IJoleman signed into ~ aw Chapter 311, a measure. designed 
to cope. with, any· atte:rrrots to desegregate Mississippi schools by authorizing 
the Governor to ·close any one or more of all schools of .any or all school 
districts. 'l'he Governor also signified his approval of Chapters 257 and 261 of 
the Gene~ai Laws of 1958, _acts providing that the Attorney General should 
offer legal assistance to any.school district·or· executive officer, av.ency or 
commission of the State-of Mississipni proceeded against in state or .federal 
courts. or ·i_nvesti_gated by the federal _civil rights commission. 

7. In addition to supporting these pla'inly unconstitutional objectives, 
Governor Coleman gave his ap~roval to Chapter·484, an act requiring 
investigation by the· state Attorney General or legislative committee of any 
organization deemed su.bversi ve .. Subversi ve·si veness consisted of having a 
national or state officer who either in the past or at present is or has 
been an officer of any organization designated as subversive by the United 
States Attorney General or a Cor-gressional Committee on Un-American Activities. 
The _purpose of the investigation was to secure a membershin list from such 
organizations, and thereby to intimidate their members and keep.them from 
par_ticipating in. activities designed to· achieve equality for all citizens 
of Mississippi. 

8. In 1956 Gov. Lioleman also signed into the State's law books legi'slation 
which almost made it imporsible for local citizens to get lawyers from other 
states to defend them in Mississippi Courts. This legislation, Chapter 255 
of the 1956 General Laws of Mississippi, repealed the old section 8666 of 
the 1942 Code which bad p~rmitted any atto ney frcm any othe_r state to • 
appear in local courts. 1he only requirement was·that-the attorney be in good 
standing in his home state. • 

But the new Mississippi law sets up elabor8te procedures which an out­
of~state attorney now must follow before he can represent anyone. Under 
Chapter 255 a private group, the Stat~ Bar· Association, is given the power 
of making the determination. Its o. ly guideline for deciding .. is the ~gue 
phrase of "the usages and customs 01 the State of Mississippi.'·' • 

The real impact of this law can only be seen by consid erinr.r t} e . background 
in which it operates.· It is virtually_ impossible to get white Mississippi 
lawyers ~o take civil rights cases. Even if the individual attorney would want 
to, his ordinary legal practice would be seriously hurt and socially he would 
become a pariah. Of course Negro attorneys in Mississippi will handle such 
cases, but there are only four of them for the entire state. -Thus _Chapter 
255 as approved by Governor Goleman makes it exceedingly difficult for 
Mississippi citiz·ens to secure adequate legal protection of their civil 
rights against discriminatory practices. 

9. t'inally, in 1958, ·Governor Colema·n approved the enactment of Chapter 
257 which authroized the State .Attorney General to defend ''upon request and 
at his discretion" circuit Clerks and registrars of various counties who 
are ei.ther s_u_ed or called as witnesses ·n state or federa_ co1.,rt by any 
other fed.e!'_al..-agency •. A similar _di:5cr_etion is a. so. given the Attorney 
General with re·gard to:. suits brought· again.st off cers or employees of. school 
districts and other state and, municipal officials. (See Chapter 261 of General 
Laws of Mississippi of· 1958.) ... . • 

Time ·and again in recent years suits have been brought· against the. above 
public officials bec·ause of their violations of the. civil rights of American 

• citizens. This legislation clearly has no other object than to permit· 
Mississippi officials to continue their tactics of evading the law and to 
place through taxation the financial burden of legally d.ef ending thes~ officials 
upon the very people whose rights have been violated •. 

https://again.st


STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATINGCOMMITTEE 
360 Nelson Street, SW 
Atlanta; Georgia 

TESTIMONYOF JOHN LEWIS, CHAIRMAN OF THE STUD~T NONVIOLENT COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE BEFORE THE SENATE JUDICIARYSUBCOMMI1TEE ON THEAPPOINTMENT OF 
JAMES P. COLEMAN TO THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEAIS FOR THE. FIFTH CIRCUIT. 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee, 

I am John Lewis Chairman of the Stu ent }onviolent Coordinating Comnittee. 
After just havi~g been released a ew days ago after ten days in the Jackson, 
Mississippi, jail, it is with a troub ed .1ind that I come before this . 
committee to testify against the appointment of J. P. Coleman to the Fifth 
Circuit Court of Appeals. ·I cannot stress too strongly the opposition of 
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee to this appointment,and I 
feel that most Americans would join us if they could foresee the results 
which would ensue from this appointmente Mc~eover, this appointment 
is an affront and an insult to the Negro peop e of the South and to all 
Americans of good will~ 

Since 1954, our Federal judicial system has been the pri~ary force in pre­
venting a level of violence and bloo shed which the South '1as • ot witnessed 
sinc.e the Civil War. We know a 11 too wel Mr.. Colem;m' s at i tude regarding 
the ·1954 Supreme Court decision:, for • ,J was he who said as late as 1963 'that 
if he were elected governor there would be no further integration of the 
public schools of Mississippi. 

q1nce 1957,- the Senate has passed a lengthy series of acts which purport 
to elirnin.a.te centuries of racial discrimination aimed at American Negroes. 
Now this same budy is consi<ierine: n:1mi • e .fomes Plemon Coleman to the branch 
of the United States Cu\u-ts which carries the heaviest load of civil rights 
litigation and· holds a pos • tion of judicia .....powe_ over the lives of millions 
of American Negroes second only to the United States Supreme Court. The 
results of this action may be predicted with c-:::rr":dnty--a complete nullifi.cation 
of all thet c;ivil rights lee:i.sl~tion which o r Congress wor -ed so hard to 
create. 

Moreover this appointment can only result i: the retarding of t.e growth of 
full citizenship for American Negroes~ a po ... icy which I feel neither this 
COffi!llittee nor the United States Senate wishes to embrace. Furthermore, if 
the United States Senate chooses to conser..t this appoi tment, thm it·1.,0 

goes on record as favoring the perpetuation o • segregation an all American 
Negroes will lmow once and for all just where this body sta ds on the racial 
issue. 

If this body ·wishes to eliminate or l~c.Xe inei' ective past :.cgislation, let 
it do so by outright repeal so that t:-.-: Ameri -·an Negro knm.r-::\:Ji:.c:·e he stands. 
If this body wishes to ignore the yea-_•s of su f ering, of de& --c,. , and of dingy 
prison cells that the Negro has had to face, thm let it conri:r --c,he appoint­
ment of J. P. Coleman. But on the other ha . , if this body wishes .to insure 
the enfo~cement of civil rights egislation 9 then it has only one course of 
action to follow--refuse to conse t to the appointment of J.P. Co-eman, a 
vicious and clever segregationist • 
• 
If anyone in this r_oom questions the truth o_ these charges, I direct his 
attention to the laws of the state of Mississippi which were passed during 
the period in which J.P. Coleman was Governor of Mississippi and over 
his signature. 

We of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee feel that the record of 
James P. Coleman speaks for itself as a record of race hatred, prejudice 
and defiance of the United States Constitution, the Supreme Court and Congress. 
I would like to point out that as a United States judge, Mr. Coleman 
would be called upon to interpret the Constitution, laws of Congress and 
Supreme Court decisions. In the light of his past actions can anyone 
question the result or the course that he would take? 

https://elirnin.a.te
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I would like to make it crystal clear to this committee that w:e r·eject 
the argument that Mr. Coleman is the best that Mississippi has to offer. 
When is it that justice is based on the lesser of two evils? We also 
feel that it is ·morally wrong for the President to appoint Mr. Coleman as 
a political pay-off for.Mr •. Coleman's work' during the· 1960 Kennedy-Johnson 
campaign.· Furthermore we r.eject the argument that Mr. Coleman has changed 
his views. For during _the 1963 gubernatorial campaign, Mr. Coleman's 
position was basically the same as his .1957 stand when he rah for Governor. 
Therefcre we would rather see the seat rema· vacant, for fair-minqed judges 
from th~ougheut Am~i .~ w lling tha vaoanoy: 

Gentlemen, .the issues are very clear--Negro citizens of this nation· cannot 
and will not stand idly by while one of their major forums for seeking 
redress is eliminated. I feel obligated to put this committee and our nation 
on notice that the ~ppointment of this outspoken segregationist is such a 
denial of .justice that it may cause Negro citizens of the deep South, many 
of whom we work with.every 
They may be forced, in the 
and civil _disobedience thro

day, to 
name of 

;ughout the 

lose ·faith 
freedom, to 

South. 

in 
c

the 
arry 

judicial 
on mass 

process. 
social dis

• 
location 

Gentlemen, the· decision is yours. 

Thank you v_ery much. 

June ~9, 1965 . 
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NATHANIEL CLAY, Sr. ANDREW McFARLANE LOUIE HOLMES, Jr. -

PresiJent }' B11sineu Representatiye Secretary- Treasurer 

TR. 3-9q2,. TR. 3-9123 TR. 3-9124 

/ .,,( r/' .·•' 

' .1.' 

.__. }· International Hod Carriers' Building and Common Laborers' 
1 

Union of America, Local 334 
Affiliated with 

American Federation 0£ Labor and Detroit Building Trades Council_. 
2967 EAST GRAND BLVD.-DETROIT, MICHIGAN, 48202 ,,-/ 

~60 

July 8, 1965 

Honorable Lyndon B. Johnson 
President of the United States 
\-Yhite House 
Washington, D c. 

Dear President Johnson: 

We strongly oopose the appointment of former Governor 
James P. Coleman to the fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

Such appointment of one who has consistently tried to 
circumvent the constitutional rights of negroes is a 
direct deterent to the realization of these rights. 
Such appointment ran only be considered as traitorous 
to the negroe's cause 

"The total sum of a man's aci::omplishments can be de­
stroyed by a rash move." The officers of this Local 
and this membership of more than three thousand, strongly 
and hop~fully urge you to reconsider this unacceotahle 
appointment. 

Sincerely yours, 

~4)~-
Nathaniel Clay, ~r. 
President 
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President Lyndon B. Johnson 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear President Johnson: 

I am one of your devoted boosters and worked very hard and long for your 
election last November, and hope to do the same again in 1968. 

l want to plead with you to demonstrate your good faith and sincerety by 12£!._

I. appointing ex-Governor Jim Coleman of Mississippi to the U.S. Court of 
I Appeals. It seems reasonable to me to assume that if a man such as Mr"' Colema 
fl were to occupy this high judgeship that we will not do much progressing in the 

1 area of civil rights in that part of our country.
L 

t 
I remember very clearly how Mr. Coleman boasted of the means he used to hinder 
integration at the University of Mississippi. 

If we are to believe that you are sincerely dedicated to the concept of equal 
rights and justice for all, and that your Civil Rights Bill is not just the 
outcome of what you knew were the strong sentiments of the people at the time, 
I beg of you to demonstrate this by appointing only men who are dedicated to 
these concepts, and not those who have openly demonstrated their misuse of 
power to thwart justice for the Negros of the South. 

With all good wishes, and in deepest sincerety, 

Very truly yours,
~•"'''t 

6~/JC~
El~~et~ Rigg:U{stJ 
456 Third St. 
Woodland, California 
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HERZ 
S . NE K 

LAW OFFICES f 510 NORTH THIRD STREET f SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 95112 I TELEPHONE 286-1212 
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.JOHN E. THORNE 

WILLIAM F. STANTON 
ASSEMBLYMAN 25TH DIST, 

WILLIAM H. CLOPTON 

RICHARD W. HERZ 

HERBERT S. STANEKJune 2, 1965 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Reference: APPOINTMENTTO U. S. FIFTH CIRCUIT COURT 

Dear Mr. President: 

It has come to my attention that you are considering 
the appointment of ex-Governor James P. Coleman of 
Mississippi to the U. S. Court of Appeals for the 
Fifth Circuit. As a practicing attorney, and as one 
w h o h a s h a d p e ·rs o n a l c o n t a c t w i th M-r. C o l e m a n , I 
should like to urge that no such appointment be made. 

During the Challenge of the Mississippi congressmen,
I had the pleas~re of taking some depositions in 
Natchez, Mississippi. P-ri6r to the taking of these 
depositions, we attempted to obtain the use of several 
governmental facilities as a place for the depositions, 
but these were denied. Because these were not avail­
able, we then noticed the hearhgs .f6r the COFO house, 
and when Mr. Coleman received this notice, he called 
and st-renuously objected, stating, "No self-respecting
white man would be caught dead in a COFO house." 

Mr. President, we do not need another segregationist 
appointed to a Federal Court, nor even a "moderate," 
who thinks that change in another three or four genera­
tions would be alright. We need a Judge who believes 
that the United States Constitution is meaningful today, 
not tomorrow. 

Again, may I ,render my st·renuous objection to the 
appointment of Mr. Coleman to the United States bench. 

Very truly yours, 

z__ 
. Thorne 

JETvmh 
• 35oteu29 
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HENRY SCRIPPS BOOTH 
THORNLEA, 700 CRANBROOK ROAD 

BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MICHIGAN 48013 

July 8, 1965 

The President 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. Cg 

Dear Mr. President: 

I was astounded at your nominating J.P. Coleman to 
the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. Having been so outspoken 
against desegregation in any form it is improbable that he, 
no matter how good a lawyer, can administer unbiased justice 
in voting and other civil rights cases. 

You are urged, therefore to rescind your appointment 
of ex-Governor Coleman and to appoint someone who is more pro­
mising of an impartial determination of all appeals to the 
Fifth Circuit Court. 

incerely, 

--.L....M'HVL::t 9A1t-= 
Henry~ • Boothg 

HSB:cr 
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Town House Two 
Great Neck, New York 

July 13, 1965 

The Honorable Lyndon Johnson 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Your nomination of James Coleman to the U. s. Court of 
Appeals for the Fifth Circuit has dismayed me. 

Having voted for you to be our President, 
applauded your vigorous support of civil rights, 
disheartened by your nomination of Mr. Coleman. 

and having 
I have been 

That judgeship is a most critical one - indeed, of 
pivotal importance. 

I earnestly hope that you will withdraw this nomination. 

~ I add that I hope the day will not be far off when 
you will nominate a qualified Negro to this very circuit. 

Yours very truly, 

1/J/\! ;( ;: /4f 
George R. Tiebel. 
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To\ffl HouseTwo 
Great ck, NewIork 

July lJ, 1965 

'!be Honorable N. Katzenbach 
Attorney Genera.l's O!tioe 

shington, D. C. 

Honorable and dear Sir; 

I find your pJX>rlot the notrd.nation ot Jamee Coleman to 
the u. s. Court ct Appeals for the Fifth Circuit d.ist:re sing. 

It i :lmposible to b accurat in judging another n•e 
tives, and I dislike to imp.it,e unworthy tivee to you: and, 

in tact, I specUicall,y retrain from doing • 

However - to peopl who a.r concerned with progres · in 
the tield or civil rit#lt • (and such a critical are the one 
1n questtion) - your end r nt appear to hav only exped.ienq 
to rec nd it.. 

It certainly does not ren ct what I would consider a.n 
appreciation of th aspirations or Negro ople, but rather a 
will1ngn ss to perpetuate Judiciary which decides tor civil 
rights only when pUshed., prodded and. threatened by upheaval 
anong mi.t¥>r1ties. 

en will you e dor a gro £or ch position? 

?ours very truly, 

Oeor R. Ti bel. 
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ORTHERN CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE 

F UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

677 FLOOD BUILDING, 870 MARKET STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102 

EX 7-0484 

RICH RD C. NORBERG July 12, 1965 
CONFERENCE MINI TER 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
he White ttouse 

Washington, D. C. 

Mr. President: 

It is with considerable regret and dismay that the host 
of persons of good will across the nation have learned 
of the appointment of an ex-Governor of Mississippi, 
James P. Coleman, to the bench of the' st-rateg1c7iftii Cir­
cuit Court. that one whose segregationist positiort is so 
much a matter of record should preside in a court in Mis-
sissippi where cases involving civil rights will be heard' 
is both gross incongruity and sheer hypocrisy! 

I fail completely to understand what political advantage· 
\ is to be gained by this untimely and unfortunate appoint­f 

ment. In spite of your forthright leadership in the achieve-
ment of a climate conducive to justice and fair treatment 
for all people throughout the land, this action is a direct 
rebuff to those struggling sacrificially and valiantly in 
its behalf. Frankly, your sincerity must be questioned if 
a person of Mr. Coleman's reputation can command your en­
dorsement. You have given us no choice. 

It is not too late to suspend this appointment. ~urely 
there are those whose qualifications are eminently suitable 
for this high judicial position. With the host of others 
who are objecting to this incredible appointment, I respect­
fully urge and implore you to reconsider. You would again 
give encouragement and hope to those who wait and those 
who work for those guarantees of our Constitution which 

- ow be demied to any man. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 12, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

Mr. John Clinton 

For appropriate .handling. 

v~ 
Paul M. Popple 



)i'"\I/ 

/ 
SIDNEY J. BAUM

f t' 
) 1 

W(.,
) 17001 MOONCREST DRIVE~\ 1/~t 

ENCINO, CALIFORNIA 91316 

~ June 30th 

Sir: 

It's bad enough that we have to 
stand by and see boys killed in an area of the 
world where we don't belong and where the 
majority of the peope of Viet Nam don't want 
us. And now to appoint a segregationist as 
a Judge!!!! And when I think of the time and 
effort my friends and I went to in November 
to assure your electiono Next time 1 1 11 vote 
Republican. At least I know where they stand. 

Very truly yours, 

ff~~--rJ 
(Mrs. Sidney J. Baum) 



r 

John . C nton 

p 
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DR. BEATRICE R. LOVETT 

5 3 5 2 MAYVIEW ROAD 

MINNETONKA, MINNESOTA / 

July 10, 1965. 

The President of the United States 
The White House 

Washington, D.C. 

Tufy Dear l{r. President, 

lfany of us citizens feel strongly that the 
appointment of J-ames P. Coleman as Judge of the ]·ifth 
Circuit Court of Appeals is unwise and unfair. As 
former governor of Mississippi and arc11tect of 
most of the segregationist laws of that state, we 
think that he will be strongly biased in favor of 
segregationists and not an impartial judge of cases 
originating under the Civil Rights Acts. We therefor~ 
urge you in all fairness to withdraw the nmmina-
tion of Mr. Coleman. Also we appeal to the Senate 
Judiciary Committee~ not to approve the appointment. 

Very truly Yours, 
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) ) / ROBERT GRAY GUNDERSONI i.J {1s ,I \ 2420 BARBARA STREET 

i . 1 ! { I ,,) BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA 

July 9~ 1965 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
Tho Whi ta House 
', 'ashington, D. C • 

Dear x1r. Johnson: 

Your appointment o!_.segregationis~ James 

Coleman as a federal judge makes a mockery of all 

your high flown talk in your voting rights speech 

of last spring. V~hat you say in these flights 

of oratorical fancy apparently has little relation-

ship to what you do when critical Southern appoint­

ments come up. As Governor, Coleman allocated state 

funds to the Vhite Citizens Councils and had a pro­

spective Negro applicant at the University of Mississi­

ppi confined to the Vhitfield Insane Asylumo Just 

the kind of judicial typo wanted by Bull Connor., 

heriff Clark., and the Philadelphia# Mississippi., 

murderers. It all is enough to make a Northern 

Democrat vote Republican. 
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. l ·, 

5470 Woodlawn Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60615 
July 7, 1965 

The President 
The White House 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Mr. President: 

I am shocked almost beyond belief that you
would appoint to the Fifth Circuit C8urt of 
Appeals a man whose entire history has been 
rabidly anti-Negro, Mr. J.P. Coleman. 

If Mr. Coleman should go into this post, Negro
voting rights could be stopped dead in its 
tracks, even under the new voting bill. I 
cannot understand how you can profess to 
support Negro voting rights and then turn 
around and appoint such a man as Coleman. 

The least I can do, and unfortunately the 
most I can do, is write to our senators to 
turn down your appointment. 

But I can appeal to you, too, Mr. President, 
in the name of all that is sensible in this 
time of social revolution, to withdraw this 
unspeakable appointment and name instead a 
man who understands the nature of what is 
going on and the import of it on the well­
being of our nation. 

Hespectfully, 
A / j 

~w /g, j}tJl~ 
( mrs. ) Irene M. Koch 
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VA060 PD '5 !XTRA 

THE PRESIDENT 

TKE VKITEHOUSl 

VE, TH! VO"ENOF CALVARYBAPTIST CMURCK STROM8LT OPPOSE YOUR 

RECENTAPPOINTl'IENT TO FEDERAL POSITIONor· JAMES COLEMAN JUD8ESMIP 

VE EXPECT TO RAISE OUR PROTEST THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE QUEENS 

AREA UNL!SS YOU RECONSIDER THIS DIABOLICAL TRAVESTYON JUSTICE. 

WE CONSIDER THI.S A SLAP IN THE FACE AND If! no·NOT INTEND TO 

TURN THE OTHER CHEEK 

.. 
0

"' :- -
0 
i,..__, 



THEWOMENS CALVARY JAIAICANYCOIDIITT!! BAPTISTCHURCH 

P!88Y PINN CHAIRMAN. 

/I 1 J 
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5VA09l PD 

LANSINGMICH 13 1205P EST 

THE PRESIDENT 

THI VMIT!· MOUSE 

MY DIR MR. PRESIDENT1 

I RESPECTFULLY R! U[ST THAT YOU·VITHDRAV TM! IOMINATION or J. P. 

COLEMAN TO TM! FIFTH C.IRCUIT·coURT or APPEALS.IT IS IIJY 

OPINIO, AND THAT OF MANYOTHERS,TMATJUSTICECA•ll>T BE 

SERVEDBY THE APPOINTMENT WHO. ADOF A MAN IS PHtLOSOPHICALLY 

DIAMETRICALLYOPPOSEDTO THE AMERICANP INe!PLt OF FREEDOM 

~I 



AND I U LITY ,OR ALL. I FIND IT EXTREMELYDIFFICULTTO 

. UND STA D HOWYOU,SIR, CAN PRO OTE L!GIQ.ATION LI~ TH! CIVIL 

I TS BILL IN 1964 AND THE COMI VOTt.8 RI8HTS BILL OF 1965• 

ND THE DVOCAT·!THE AP.PO IN111!NTor A NANWHOVILL OBVIOUSLY 

8ATE L!8ISLAT!O OF THIS· KID BY. ALLOVIN8 HIN TO DECIDECIVIL 

I8HTS ISSUES I THIS NOST CRITICAL AND SUSITIVE A COIIIPOSI G TH! 

FIFTH CIRCUIT. IT IS A ltLL•Xll) AND AUT NTICATEI>FACT. M.R. 

COLEMAN. IS Al AVOWED AND DEDICATED S!8. 8ATI0 IST AND'HAS IN 
.. 
0MANY I STA. C · I HIS IOR OFFICES, S!RVID TO DISCRIR• ., 
:· 
0 ...-I ATE 8 I ST N!BROES OF MIS STATE BY IS OVN ADIi ION HE HAS LAID 

C. 



CL IN TO ND IS A succtssrut. S!81tl8ATIONIST.I SINCERELY. 
. . 

B!LIIV! t T IF IR. COLEMANIS APPOINTEDTOT~ FIFTH CIRCUIT COURT 

OF APPEALS·1t BE A T·RAV!STY OF OUR FEDERAL C_ONSTITUTION, WOULD 

OF WHICHMt HASSO ABLY A D APTLYSUBVERTEDAND CIRCUNV!NTED 

I T PAST I IIIPL~RE° YOU, Nit. !"fESIDE T,. THAT· YOU DO NOT 

BREAK F ITH V!TH TM! MILLI S O AN! !CAN CITIZENS WHO SAVI" 

YOU TH! GREATESTPLURALITY ANY ES-IDENT TO DAT! HAS !VER 

ENJOYED. I CO LOSIO t NR PRESIDENT, I MUST A8R!E VtTH 

REVEREND RICHARD T. MCSORLEY'OF VASHI TON, D.c., THAT 

IN FACT, YOUWILL BE MORALLYWRONG.TO A Oliff "" • COLEIIJAN 



B CAUSE BY SUCH ACTION YOU WILL B! PROMOTINGA D 

R!VARDIN8INJUSTICE 

DEMOCRATICALLYTOURS, 

REPRES! TATIVE EDVARDSUSKI ~ 
,_ 

:,e 

8 
,_CMIRIIAN,.CIVIL Rl8KTS COIIIIITT!E 
"' 
"' 
~ 
....MOUSEOF R !S!NTATIVIS ST T! OF IICMI8A • 
0 

0 

"'..,_ 
"' 
X ... ,_ 
"' 
0 

,_ 
"' 
"' 

:,e 
C:~-
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Maxwell H.Karp 
CERT! Fl ED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

4445 MORAGA AVENUE 

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 94611 

TELEPHONE 658-1456 

July 6, 1965 

The Honorable Lyndon Baines Johnson 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, 25, 
D. C. 

Your Excellency; 

Those of us who supported your candidacy 
in the elections of 1960 and 1964 because we believed your 
professions of an America with j stice for all, view with 
alarm your recent nominations of former Mississippi Governor 
Jam~~-~M..,f!....,~2,,1,~man and Federal District J~g,g~~HQ!!l~1-!,,,T.bQr..nberry.. ... .. .. 
of Texas to the two vacancies on the nine-judge Fifth Circuit 
Court of Appeals. 

The Fifth Circuit is a key court in the adjudication 
of civil rights cases arising in the s·tates of Georgia, Texas, 
Florida, Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi. During the past
decade, the supporters of civil rights have held a 5 to 4 edge
in this court, and were thus able to bring a degree of justice
in this region. If your nominations to the Fifth Circuit are 
approved by the United States Senate the pro-segregationists
will hold a 5 to 4 majority in this court. 

The rabid segregationist position heretofore taken by
former Governor James P. Coleman and the lukewarm support on 
questions of civil rights shown by Federal District Court 
Justice Homer Thornberry convince us that, in spite of the 
ne civil rights legislation so ardently proposed by you, all 
civil rights legislation will be nullified in this area if 
these nominations are affirmed. 

We urge you wi t~g.£.!.!L}?_Q_~ato ~~ge~~LJ'\Ollli.n!~J9ns • 

Very truly yours, 

~~~/;'<. /,~./ /-/{~/1·· .• 
/ / / a,_pt,_.,.,,-...,,,_ t --~ . 

M well H. Karp. ----
mhk:BG 
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;f ILLINOIS 
SYNOD 

OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENTU /'1 327 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 

1/1~3~c,:~g;,;Li1'i."'1:1-6':.~°' 
July 8, 1965 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20025 

Sir: 

While it is not my custom to question the judgment of 
men in high position since their information is much more com­
plete than mine, I must registei:_ a dis a oittment at your nomi-
nating the Honor able J. B. Coleman, former governor of the 
state of Mississippi, for the judgeship of the Fifth Circuit Court. 
In view of Governor Coleman's record, I cannot be very optimistic 
about the judgments he will render in this important circuit. I 
wish it were possible for you to reconsider the appointment since 

' it is likely to leave a blot on the noble record you have made in 
the matter of civil rights. Your leadership of the nation has been 
so commendable that this action seems completely out of har­
mony. 

My prayers are with you as you bear the stupendous 
demands of your high office. 

Sincerely, 

/4-l~u~ 
Rober~. - Marshall 

RJM/lg 
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IIOUNTAINVIEi CALIF 12 914A PDT 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE If Rttt HOUSE 

THE' APPOINTl·gtfT' or GOVERNOR.COU:MN A S!8RE8ATIONIST TO A FEDERAL 

JUD8ESNIPIS SHOCKtl8AID·HORRirYtN8 

IRS CAllnLE JOltDAN 2235 CALIFORNIA MOfJRTAtN VIEW CALIF .• 
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WA063 POM 

ST LOUIS MO 14 

THE PRESIDENT 

THEWHITEHOUSE 

PLEASE RECONSIDER COt£MAN. THERE MUST BE NO QUESTION OF LOYALTY 

TO CONSTITUTIONAL 
, 

GUARANTEES 

PERCY GREEN 5149 LEXINGTON. 



VA025 NL PD 

TZ LAWRENCE KANS 14 

'THE PRESIDENT 

THE VH ITE HOUSE 

GIVEN THE SEGREGATIONIST STAND BY EX-GOVERNOR AN ANTI-NEGRO TAKEN 

COLEMANE OPPOSE HIS NOMINATION JUDGE. VE AS CIRCUIT COURT 

FEEL THAT POSITIONS OF THIS·IMPORTANC! SHOULDBE FILLED BY 

SOMEONE RECORD THE POSSIBILITY OF ONE OF WHOSE IS CLEAR INCLUDING 

THE SEVERAL QUALIFIEDNEGROJURISTS IN MISSISSIPPI 

RICHARDBURKE OF LAWRENCE CHAIRNAN CORE. 
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LOS ANGEL!S CALI, 11 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE VH'ITE HOUSE 

NR PRESIDENT YOUI VOTING Rl9HTS SPEICH &AVE "I A nELIN8 OF PRIOE 

ANDI HAD NEVER FELTBIFOR!AS.AN AMERICAN N!BRO·THEN 

YOUAPPOINTCOLEMAN COURT IE REALLYOVERCOMETO THIS INPORTAtlT SHALL 

NOT THIS VAY MR. PRESIDENT 

EVERETT 'LEVIS 601 VEST 120 ST LOS ANe!LES. 

l:..t.1 
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President Lyndon B. Johnson 
'Ihe White House 
tfashington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

2054 WaJcross Road 
Fremont, California 
7/8/65 

I respectfully submit that your apnobtment of James T. 
Coleman to the Fifth Circuit Gourt of ADnr-,nls is not simply 
an affront to the Negro American (and if a proved will greatly 
retord the aclilievement of his ha.sic rip;hts), but makes a mock­
ery of those concepts of Freedom and Brotherhood that we would 
like to feel are foundation stones of our Democracy. 

I urge you to rescind this nomination. 

Respectful-iy submitted,~, -

Albert Levy, 1, D. ~ 
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1.09 A SELIS CALIF 11 

THI l'R!SID!IIT 

THE VK!tt HOUSE 

tT IS A BAD COIIENTARY01 THI SUCCESS or AIIIRICAIDIIOCRACY 

Ir VI RUST ACCEn TNI: FACT THAT tN TH! VHOL!STAT! or 

IIISSISSIPPI ·•o PERSON FULLY CHJALtrrm FOR THE POST· or 

VID!RAL JUD8E CAI Bl FOUND WITH WORE MORAt CHARACTER All) SENS! or .. 
0.. 
ill -
ICDECENCY AND JUSTICE TMAN MR COUIIAN tr ONE CANIIOT BE FOUND f 

189 YEAR"S ArttR. ADOPTIIIS THE BILL o, RieHTS MY son· 
Ot 
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VAOt7 NL PD 7 !XTRA 

LOS ANGELES CALIF 12 

THE PRESIDENT 

• TH! IHitt· HOUSE 

IF DENOCRACY IS TO StX:C!!D AS A VAY OF LIFE, VE MUST IIAKE IT 

A TRUE ·FACT. THE APPOINTlll;ITTO THE Fl"M CIRCUIT COURT OF NR. 

COLEMAN WHOSE PAST RECORD PROVES DISBELIEF IR THI PL!D9E OF 

FREEDON AND -'USTICEFOR ALL, .DOES NOT PROfllOTE A 

REALIZATIONOF OUR PLEDGE 

NRS CHARLOTTE 5131 WOODLAWN LOSA.FER8USON BLVD 
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WA007 PON 

SAN JOSE CALIF 13 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

PLEASE KEAL TERRIBLE BLOW COLEMAN$TO CIVIL RIGHTS BY WITHDRAWING 

NOMINATION 

RUTH LAVAR! 372 NORTH10TH ST SAN JOSE CALIF. 
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531 Moraga Highway 
Orinda, Calif o 

June 6, 1965 

President Johnson 
The White House 
Washington Do C. 

Dear President Johnson: 

I have been informed that you are considering the 
appointm~nt of former Governer Coleman as 5th 
Circuit Court Judge. I earnestly implore you not 
to make this appointment of one who would surely not 
be impartial especially as to matters concerning raceo 
The Negro in the south has been denied even simple 
justice for so long, let us know slap him in the 
face with such an appointmento 



THEWHllEHOUSl: 

JUN'6 I 13PH'65 
RECEIVED 



J y 9, 1965 

r . Seyf rt: 

m e 
the 

• c r ly, 

yf rt 

JBC:ltd 



St. John United Church of Christ 
Seventh and Maple Streets, Lincoln, Illinois 62656 

Warren Seyfert, Pastor, P.O. Box 242 
Telephone (217) 732-4431 July 10, 1965 

"asliington, .J. "' 

Er. '.President: 

: 1onc: wit 11 nc::.1y ot 1.er 1 ,. ericans, I dect1ly a·. preci'Cl,t~ t' 1.e strong 
lcac ershiD rou ·,ave e;ivc::1 in t·,e arc:::. o-:: civil ri:;l ts. .:.o1 r f ortl ric;ht 
posit~.011 11as been a .:ca.1 inspiration espcci['..2.1/ to t:1ose of us :·.n the 
Ci urch. 

If 1,1y inform:::..ti.on is co;:red, I 11derstnncl th2:, you have~1,itted 
to the Jenate Judici;,,ry Co;..unittee t· c 11a:·1c o:.: J. D. Colcr.,2.11, for::1cr 
hovcrnor o~ rlississi J i, for ::i.JDrov".l as J o..: t,,)e ."'iftll Circ it 

It is uy i11:1ressio1 tha.t as J 1 c:~;e of t 1at Co rt be wo J.d be the one 
who would ·war :1any of t:1e a.ct:.oPs brour.;l1t for cnf orcc:1ent of ·chc Civil 
higl ts ... ct of 1964. 

Jouellou :: .r-in( this particular selection di~f ict1.l t to understQnc. 
:Jhile 112..ny of s do not 1:now hr. Cole:.1a;i ~)crs01w.lly, he h~s been ~ sy1-bol 
oI o , . ..10si t:.on to raci '11 justice aad the stn egle ~-·or civil ri~hts. In 
vie'\'J o~· the posi1.,ions l!c tooi': while cover,. or of ~lississippi, I find it 
dif _.icult to see llotJ he could render fair jucl :ments in this crucial area. 

ne of "i:Le d:.sturbin:-; factors abo t 1:1any Jouthern leaders is not t!1at 
one ruestions t:1eir personal ab.:.lity or intcerity, but rat 1er that -'·11eir 

environmental conditioning appears to Jredeten ine their jud,;nents on 
racial ques ions. Happily, t11 is is not true of all leaders in the 0outh. 
:;:: seriousl,' doubt if nan,7 of us would quest~ o thi.s appo ·ntncnt -to sor:1e 
otl1cr j 1dres:..ip or ,os:. t ion of res. onsibili t /. 

In the li~ht of >is i)ast attitu(~cs, efforts, and ac-t1.ons, it tmu.ld 
see11 th2..t as cit.:.zcns concerned for -'.:1,eci'il rights o...:· a ·~-cr:.c.::ns, 
v,e Hi½ht justifiably , ucstion tllc selection of this )2..rt.i.ct Jar Jerson for 
this partic • 12.r posi•◄ io 1. Cc::t2.inly it uould sec~.1 that the Courts must 

De the one pl~lce \·lEcfc all .'.inericans c2.11 be co~:.de1:t of r .ceivinu justice. 

I have co::ini.1 nic2. tee: :-:y conce:n to 0en2.tors .Jougl.1s and .rJirl:sen ant 
respect..:.=-111 r request, J.::r. 1Jrcsidcnt, your reconsideration of this 
a.JDointr,1e11t. 

.tespectf ·lly, 

https://Colcr.,2.11
https://inform:::..ti
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June 2, 1965 

The President 
United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Re: Appointment to Fifth Circuit 
Court of Appeals 

Mr. President: 

As a practicing attorney and a participant in the 

current statutory challenge to seating of the Mississippi 

Congressional delegation, I take grave exception to your 

proposed appointment of ex-Mississippi Governor Coleman to 

the bench of the Court of Appeals for the_ Fifth Circuit of 

the United States. 

The federal courts of the United States are now 

faced with the serious responsibility of interpreting and 

enforcing laws affecting the civil rights of millions of 

Negro Americans. A special responsibility is borne in this 

regard by the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, for to its 

Justices come the major portio of those civil rights cases 

emanating out of the Southern United States. 

Your recent pronouncements on the subject of 

civil rights have evidenced a concern for human dignity and 

justice which must not be diverted by any misguided spirit 
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The President 
June 2, 1965 
Page Two 

of compromise ...· It· is my conviction, from personal experience 

in the very challenge which ex-Governor Coleman has chosen to 

defend on behalf of the Mississippi delegation, that he does 

not possess that quality of judicial impartiality concerning 

race relations which is necessary in any court, but which is 

indispensable in the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. I 

strongly urge that you reconsider his appointment, choosing 

instead a man for whom fulfillment of the oath of office would 

prove less inconsistent with his previous public life. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ n ~ - Jo& ,6- G-~ b > tv4 

Name 

S:'~ F~ '-k.C.\ s c 
Address 
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1456 Universtty Terra~e, Apt. 315 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 
July 7, 1965 

The President 
The White House 
Washington 25, D.c. 

Dear Mr. Johnson, 

When I learned of the appointment of a leading segre ationist, 
JaJnes Coleman, to the important Fifth Circuit Court of ppeals, I was both 
surprised and dismayed. 

In my mind, judges sholll.d be biased only in favor of fa:ir play, decency, 
and justice. Mr. Coleman does not qualify. 

n article I read on Mr. Coleman stated this, 11In 1956, when a Negro 
school teacher, Glennon King, attempted to register at the University of Mississippi, 

Coleman, then gover~or, had him committed to a state mental institution. In 1955, 
he said that as long as he was governor, "no Negro will ever enter the white schools 
of this state. 11 

Also, the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, a group which appears 
to have validity, has stqted that Coleman :rnade legal the Hississippi State 
Sovereignty Comnission, a group which, they charge, puts state funds into 
segregationist groups. 

Hou could such a :man have been appointed to this posi.tion? 

In light of some pretty damaging reports concerning the 
segregationist activities of Mr. Coleman, I urge you to do what you can to see that 
a hater of civil rights is not put in a position, such as the Fifth 
Circuit Court of Apneals, where he can generate harm. 

Sincerely, 

--;da,d~ ~ 
1J::.1yn Vi ttor 

P.s. I have sent a copy of this letter to my state senator. 
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President Johnson, 

The White H0 use 

Washington, D.C. 

Re :Governor· Coleman.Grave mistake ·nomina·fing him. 

Should be withdrawn. 

Dear resident Jehnson: 

Sometimes,somehow,somewhere ... we all make 
mistakes.I honestly believe that you made one when you nominated Gov. 

Coleman to be a Judge of the Appeals Court. The past record of Gov. 

Coleman clearly shows that he is anti-jewish, anti-xRg~ar egro. 

It doesn't take much to find out how brutal this 

man handled his fellow-men( the Negaroes) in r1; ssissippi. For this reason 

alone you should not have nominated him. 

The people Coleman will have to deal with mo st 

surely won't have any confidence in him.Hr.Presiaa:rb.t, please do the 

right thing:Withdraw the name of Gov.Coleman to he a Judge of the 

Appeals Court. 

Voter in the 59th Dist. 

7415 Byron Ave. 

7-7-65 1iami Beach, ~lorida 33141 
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R.D.l 

.J:azA.reth, Pa. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 

White House 

·,;ashington, D.C. 

De8r President Johnson: 

We find it very stran e indeed-
a:9point forine.r 

Court of 1i:;:-ipeals where he <•d 11 be in 

..i._..,,......,.,..---ould 

and then 

corn1)letely nullify thl- Bill. And after appointini Colew 1, 
,,,-,.... ' 

you SU€-$g-es"tt11at there .:.s no lon et' a need for derionstrationsl 

If, b.I ainpmintinc; Cule11en, you change the present 5 to 4 

structure of the Court to 5 to 4 in favor of seere ation, 

the Voting Rit;hts Bill will be useless. I am sure yoJ_ 

alre'.ldy know this. ~Jith Coleman making a .majority for 

se2:ree;ation and with an end to demonstrations, perhaps you 

hope everybody w·11 ~r..:iet there is any problem whatsoever? 

To call for an entl t .ae nstrations for votine riehts, 

to that important Court, is merely 

actual ap;iointment is a 5ood deal 

Sincerely, 
~' ~ 

l}Vt..\. )~u, b } p ,.il;t./4~-t.J-v 

i"lr. and Hrs. G3/Y B. Laison 
,,,...-- / _,/ , 

an act of hypocris~. 

worse 9 



r 

-T
H

E
 W

H
'1 E H

O
U

 SL 

Ju
t.I4 "II 41 A

M'65 
R

E
C

E
IV

E
D

 



July 29, 19 5 

De r rs. old.man: 

or the Pr··.-.;~iLu.~ 

g he p 
P. -~-~-.• 

0 

tr t 

s erely, 

ohn . Cl t n 
f A Si t 
h P e ident 

JBC:sar 



J_ 

7-1 
~'t~. id11ay §oldman 
1750 c)£l1.1e'Lwood. fJenaa.e 

..lo~ cl/-n9ele~ 2 6, t!a.lif. 

July 2, 1965. 

Prvs. Lyndon B. John.son, 
Th Whit Hous J, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Pr., sident: 

I 
I was sh ck . ..,d by your ppointment of Mr. 

Jams C 1 man to th all-important Fifth Gir-
•/ cuit Court of Appeals. It is hardly c nsist-

ent with y ur fight for civil rights, and in 
th face fan eff rt now being mGd to un­
seat the fiv segrgationist congressm n fr m 
Mississippi as n t bing truly r pres ntativ 
of all th citiz~ns of th t st~t. 

Ev n Rep. D n Edw rds has said f this p­
pointm nt: "It is ironic that t the v"'ry point 
that the Am rican govJrnm~nt and th p opl 
h·v tQken st ps t radicate s gre 6 tin fr n 
this u:1t:r_t, -:~'J..:, Ar., ric'ln 1· _,j "l , t should ap­
point t th curt am n c mmitt d to frustrating 
t will of the p ple and th hum n rights :. , 
g rant d t v1'ry m.an, r gRrdl ss f race". 

In 1956, I understand that Mr. C leman, 
th n g vern r of Mississippi, had a negr tvacher, 

lenn n King, c mmi tt d t a st.::-.t mental in­
s ti tuti n b~cause h attempted t regist~r at 
th Univ.,rsity of Mississippi. In 1955 h said 
that as long ash was gov,rnor, "no negr will 
v....,r enter th whit schools f this striit •" 

This is th man you appoint~d to such a 
positi n in six racist st t s1 Can you blame the 
conscientious citiz n for qu stioning your sin­
e.Jr ty? 

(Mrs.) May Goldman 
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UNIVERSITY 

ALUMNI 

OF OKLAHOMA ASSOCIATION 
Independent Organization of Graduates & Former Students 

DEVELOPMENT I<'UND • SOONER MAGAZINE 

Norman, Oklahoma 
July 2, 1965 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Johnson: 

Your decision to appoint James P. Coleman to the 
Court of Criminal Appeals is astonishing, and, I 
must add, disgusting. 

I hope you will reconsider this aopointment and 
take a step forward instead of backward. 
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WASHINGTONDC 15 259P EDT 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

AMERICANSFOR DEMOCRATICACTION NATIONAL BOARDTODAY UNANIMOUSLY 

INSTRUCTED ME TO URGE YOU10T TO A PPOI lT GOVER OR COLE~A~-TO THE FEDERA,L 

JUDICI RY. COLEMANS STATP1ENTS IT 1963 GUBERJATORIAL CAMPAIGN 

WERE AS BAD OR! ORSETHAN THOSE OF PAUL JOHNSTON. COLEMA 

PUT MOREANTI-NEGROL GISLATIO ON STATUTE BOOKS OF MISSISSIPPI THAN 

ANYOTHER GOVERNOR. HIS APPOI~T~ENT ~OULD DISCREDITFIE CIVIL 



RIGHTS REcORD OF THIS ADMINISTRATION 

LEON SHULL N TIONAL DIRECTOR ADA. 



July JO, 1965 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
White House 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I a vigorously opposed to your recent appointment of J mes 
P Coleman to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. I was shocked 
an dismayed that you should appoint a former governor of 
Missi sippi, an avowed segregationist, to any important position,
let al a to a Federal judgeship in the district where the main 
struggle for democracy is being fought. This is a direct slap in the 
face ot he Negro people who are courageously fighting for their 
civiJ,.,,,..ri hts. 

,, 

/Ir quest that in your subsequent appointments of individuals to 

bee 
sel 

/ ositi ns of grave ·responsibility, a greater meaBure of consideration 
rcised by you and that, as your appointees, individuals be 

cted who are more truly representative of the spirit of American 
d trllocracy. 

Respectfully yours, 
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OUSE OFFICE 

um s 
(To remain with correspondence) 

Prompt handling is essential. Correspondence should be answered or othe1' necessary action taken within 48 
hours after arrival at the department or agency. If any delay· is encountered, please telephone office of the 
undersigned. 

Please handle the attached correspondence as indicated below: 

A. Reply on behalf of the President. .............................................. . 

B. Draft for presidential signature ............................................... . 

C. Draft for undersigned's signature .............................................. . 

D. Other: 

(1) For background briefing on which to base reply from this office ............... . 

(2) For suitable acknowledgement other appropriate ................ ______y ti'._____or handling _ 

( 3) For your information ___________________. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _ 

(4) For comment ......................................................... . 

~;! "'J"I 

Furnish this office with a copy of your reply. Yes : _____No _________________ . 

Return the original correspondence to this office. _______________________Yes No _ 

REMARKS: 

<ilPO 16-76420-1 

~-.. •r 0 ,;,11:.,4 
.. ~:\ ....i, J. ,i,..;..:; ..,.f,.:.., ~ 

J")li>
-I> ,.Ai it, •Bydirection df th 

... '-,.•U&.$1? 
if J .....den. 

RECE\VEU. 
AUG5 1965 

CENTRALF\LES~ 
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SA FRAt CISCO CALIF 8 1037A PDT 

THE PRE SIDE NT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

IT IS REPORTEDTHAT FORMER GOVERNORJP COLEMANOF 

MISSISSIPPI IS TO BE NOMINATEDTO FILL A VACANCY ON THEUS 

COURT OF APPEALS FOR TH 5TH CI. CUIT. WE STRO GLY PROTEST 

THE POSSIBLE CHOICE OF GOVER OR COLEM N. ON HIS PUBLIC RECORD HE 

IS NOTHING IF NOT A STOUT SEGREG TIO IST. THE 5TH CIRCUIT 

IS THE MOST IMPORTANT COURT I T!-{E L~ND T,HTH RESPECT TO CIVIL 



RIGHTS LITIGATION, THE COUNTRY CANNOTAFFORD 

AN AVO~ED SEGREGATIONISTSITTING OJ THIS COURT 

EDW RD STERN PRESIDENT AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 

NORTHERNCALIFOR1IA DIVISION. 
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