Dear Mr, Singer:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the nomination

of Governor James P, Coleman,

Please be assured it was only after very

careful conside n that the President made
this selection, is confident that in the
months ahead Coleman will demon=
strate his sui for this post.
Sincerely,
John B, Clinton

Staff Assistant
to the President

Mr. James M, er
Post Office Bfil‘z
Soquel, California 95073

JBC:hcb
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Marntha S. Singer
James M. Senger

""CANDLESHINE HILL"
P. 0. Box 422
SOQUEL, CALIF. 95073

June 30, 1965,

Hon, Lyndon B, Johnson,
The White House,
Washington, D, C.
My dear Mr, President:

Like meny others, I am disturbed and concerned by the nomination
of Jemes P, Coleman, former Governor of Mississippi, to the Fifth United States Court
of Appeals,

I have been an ardent supporter of your concept of "The Great
Society", particularly as it relates to the efforts of your administration to raise
the standard of living and open the door of opportunity to minority groups, This is
a great and humene concept, and I honor you for it,

But I believe that an ardent and avowed segregationist like
Mr, Coleman has nothing to contribute to the struggle of underprivileged Americans
to achieve full citizenship and to enjoy the same rights which our Constitution
guarantees to all Americans, regardless of race, creed, or color,

In short, Mr, President, I urge you to withdraw Mr, Coleman's
name, and submit instead, the name of & dedicated Ameriean, instead of a dedicated
Mississippian,

I might say that I worked for your election. I worked for you

because I believed in you and your progrem, Don't let me down,
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July 22, 1965

Dear Mr. Maier;

For the President, I want to acknowledge

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Mr, Frederick C.

Secretary %ﬂ‘”

Division of Continuing Education
Board of Christian Education
Witherspoon Building
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107

JBC:hcb
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THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED ‘S'I:A'il'ES: OF AMERICA

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

WITHERSPOON BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA, PA.
Telephone: PENNYPACKER 5-6722 19107

June 30, 1965

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Deer Mr. President:

I am deeply disappointed that at a time like this

|' you would nominate as a Federal Judge, Mississippi Governor

J. P, Coleman, whose record as a standpal segregationist is

quite clear, and whose history of opposition to Federal law
in the field of civil rights is disgraceful.

I must confess, Mr., President, to a serious disil-
lusionment since I supported you in l96L-.

Sincerely yours,

4 . s . _
ei:jurtnxkxftiéL*Q“égf\ EQQQyui*L)

Frederick C. Maier
Secretary

Division of Continuing Education

FCM/ac
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July 22, 1965

Dear Miss Gay:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the nomination
of Governor James P. Coleman,

Please be assured that it was only after very

this selection, he is confident that in the
months ahead ; Coleman will demon-~
strate his suitability for this post.
Sincerely,
John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant

to the President

Miss Jeanne W, Gay
1630 Drake A
Ocala, Florida

JBC:hm
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Last June 21 i.hree young
avﬂ rights workers. went to .

' Philadelphia, Miss., to inspect
!  the charred remains ‘of a
wrnl Negro.church. They
were waylaid and kﬂled in-a

(ﬁvil..ng movement pauses
ﬁr a moment. of tnbule.)

"By DUDLEY. LEBEY =

b= }c solemn” processior=et-tivil

ir hts workers “will t:rudge over

)’ - as dusty red! elay‘ road to the
i
i
{

|
4 natidy, Now a year Iater the.”

wsed-covered o, ruing’_ ‘the
-Mount Zzoh' Methodist Church
. rmles r.:-Ist of here tomorrﬁw
-pile ‘of embers-they'll see
appears much as it did that hot
day afternoon-'a year; ago

: b:a'e1 | ;Schwerner, |

Han'ey a ,(}Lﬁdrlmr
Cx%odman “drove up ’lajhgi'r“s’tﬁ-
L&uﬁwagon.: S

chwernef, Chane :

ns oﬁ"seeing eiremains of

. ‘ajchurch burned for being a
.| center of civil rights work. They
\m-e murdered a few -hours la-| -
‘tér “in- what ‘the " FBI. termed

tife culmination of a: Ku; Klux

5 Man plot’-, Ra B§ A e
, 'The triple g‘laying. and the in-
t sive. 44-day search for their
_bdies; - jolted the emotions - of

?n never’tnld .of ‘their: impres;
'8

-the nation and unleashed a ra-|

jc 1 drama in tense- Mississippi
; ‘that is not yet played out. i3
{ . Went for the Ride st b
;Bchwerner a 24-year-old white
‘. .man  from - Brooklyn, " and
i Cﬂaney. a- 2l-year-old Negro
L from nearby ‘Meridian, had be-
i cg}ne close friends while work-
ing in the civil rights move-
'ntént. Goedman, 21 and-a white
" .New  Yorker, had ' arrived in
'L«;ssisslppx as a summer volun~
_teer just a day before that. trip
f.d‘t.he Mount Zion church;-He’
grme along “just "for t.he “rid
;_ ile . the natipn’s. attentio
| __.h turned: to’ other matters i
|y, tite year since the trio’s deaths;
i, itheir. parents..and’ fellow civil
1 rmhts workers havent forgot-

.‘\?

4 -tgg A
7 'I‘hmvs can never . be the|:
= 1 a_;me for:me and my other ‘chil-
dien.-“now,"”:  says James
Chaney’s mother: “‘I don’t know

‘.
rd

bt I do know one thmg —we

]i what' the: future-“holds’ for us,
' can 'tistop now. © "

L e e s ot e o]

é ﬁ.Year rAgo,-‘; Nh&:Swofutlon——
Rights Workers Pay Trlbute
To Tl‘lO Slam in MlSSlSSlppl

[+ “We can’t give up the- strug-

"I seeking desegregation of Men-

| Judan cemetery in-New York

. Jzations. { ¥ :
11 . don’t” want the “evils re-

: |efforts to forwarding things the

‘gle for which my boy died.”
Mrs: Chaney has continued
her son’s work. Besides work-
ing ‘at the civil rights office in
Meridian, she recently filed- suit

dlan restaurants. i

¢ Mr, .and Mrs. Andrew G'ood-
\man_ plan.-to..visit : the.. Mount.

—|today where a monument-grave-
stone will be umrelled in mer-,
ory of their son..

*‘We have recewed t.housands
of letters from. all': over the
country,:’ Goodman says, '‘and.
we have answered them. Each
letter wnter in }ns own way was:
expressing hope. that something
will ‘come from:it."". ;.4 o 30
'“The ' Goodmans ha\re“recewed
on behalf of their:son; posthumi'

ous.. awards'from many ‘ organi-
A i akoehune: iy

ax'

membered so much,” Goodman
says. {‘People should remember
the tragedy itself and do some-
Lhmg about it.” - - G
~Young: Schwerjner's. _ father,
Nathan H. Schwerner of Pel-
ham, N.Y., has been ‘lending

boys died for.”” He has written
an essay he calls *reflections
of ‘'a father one year later.””
‘Tomorrow the Congress of
Racial "Equality. plans to pre-
sent post-humous awards to the
families of the slain trio. And
Mayor Robert Wagner will hand
out college scholarships to three
New York high school  gradu-
ates in special city hall  cere-
monies., The scholarships -will
be given in the names of
Schwerner, :Goodm.an, and

Chaney. * g St L e
)‘0%1:9. Punlshed e NG

Despite a massive FBI probe
no_one to date has been pu

ishecl m Mlsmssmpls most ce
ebpated’ criminal” case. | i

-

State authorities  say ‘1
n’t bring ‘murder charge
cause the FBI won’'t make avail-
Nble its files.| irm oy

"A federal grand jury at Jag}:.-’
son last January: indicted 17
white. men — including Nesho-
ba County Sheriff Lawrence
Rainey and Deputy Cecil Price
— on two chafé@? of conspiring

o
"S- Dist.. Judge Harold

_Department appealed and the

In_February dismisse e ma-
jor charges, holding - his court
lacked jurisdiction. The Justice

matter is awaiting argument be-
fore the Supreme Court.
< The indicted men, meantime,

remain free under bond.

Si¥L
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July 22, 1965

Dear Mr. and Mrs, Lilienthal:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the nomination
of Governor James P, Coleman,

Please be assured that it was only after very
careful consider that the President made
this selection, and he is confident that in the
months ahead Goverpor Coleman will demon-
mmw&m&ﬁrmm

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

-

40 Baywood Avenue
Hillsborough, California 94010

JBC:hm

Mr. and Mrs. Jesse &llhnthl. - i T O,
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MR, % MRS, JESSE LILIENTHAL, JR, - 40 BAYWOOD AVENUE -

The President
The White House
Washington 25, D. C.

My dear Mr. President:

We are strongly opposed to the appointment
) of Ex-governer Coleman of Mississippi to the Fifth District
Circuit Court of Appeals. His appointment to this position
would, we fear, prove a severe setback to the implementation
of the wise and just laws toward which your Administration
has been so admirably leading our nation.

Very respectfully yours,

HILLSBOROUCH, CALIFORNIA (/7 1/

<UOH ITHHW 3HT
' Mlas@ 3 i

July 5, 1985
Y 2nVi3h3n

/ fr—

o

(Jesse Lifienthél) ‘
. I/u pr-ii ‘gx-i’l.l' "\;I"'b'i_-l;
(Thelma Lilienthal)
BIR w
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July 22, 1965

Dear Mrs. Campbell;

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the nomination
of Governor James P, Coleman,

Please be assured it was only after very

careful considera the President made
this selection, is confident that in the

months ahead Coleman will demon-
strate his sui for this post.

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Mrs. Edwin Campbell
Box 327
Cascade, Colorado

JBC:hm
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~ary “Committee, former Gov.” Ja es'P. Coleman of Mis
. . sissippi,.an old friend of Pres1de;1t Johnson, came up fa
conhrmatlon to' bea ']udge of it

“cent: of the- important ‘civil® rights cases.
. have the power to influence th progress
- -of Negro voting rights, school :fltegratmn :
~“and “equality .of *job -opportun ies in the'

i ., ing, likeable gentleman, siould have *
..made a good impression before the Sen-

*_under ‘the benevolent Junsdactmn of

' 1deas of thelr own

“Phll Hart of Michigan;: Tom Dodd of Connecticut, and
: Ed'Long of Missourxf all for’ civil rights; though: easﬂy
* swayed: by the- White ’ Hou - when”the Preside

,an: ‘old: friend conflrﬂled S i R R

‘Bayh,” Burdick and Tydings—team —up .with .them,  the -
" confirmation of -Coleman will depend on how smoo'thly 7
" theWhite: House: {massages the ego of E
.Dodd and- Ph11 Hart el

e [}I0M 219M saqm YL
LI$ gt {epuaw -wd g Emé_

Ruo s amls gy, apisjo akopd
9‘:{\ }-unguﬂ. oL saqn; AL qqﬁta,nas

(Uptnim expressed ln this Washmgm Mernﬂ-co-ﬂ.: d cnlnmn are d:l write!’l own
0. no( neczssully rrﬂzct the edllnrml pvl.lcy .) !

“'This is the 'c1rcu1t ‘which “hids- handled about .75 per-
Its members

yer;--brﬂ--- ;

l:ant political strategist, and a charm- :

. ate committee. Not only is, 6 he able
to handle himself well hL,t he testified

Chairman Jim Eastland,
sissippi, who rules the |
firm hand and jaunty, cocksure manner. LRy
On the . .committee, however, were some :mportant';—--r
new senators who have/tipped the balance away from - IR
the old Dixiecrat-Republican coalition which once domi-
nated the confirmation pf judges. They are Teddy Ken- -
nedy, brother of the late President; Birch Bayh of In-"
diana; Quentin Burdick of North Dakota and Joe
Tydmgs of Maryland, fall fairly new,, all W1th vxgorous

\lso from Mis-  PEARSON . !
udiciary Committee. w1th a' A= e

Whlte House Ego- assagmg—In -addition " ther

are

% But. three . other’ Republ:cans 3 - .
H;ram Fong, Hawaii, and Hugh Scott, Pa., are’ llkely to
vote' No." And if the:four young Democrats-Kennedy,

EPRELINE L R



rgo-massaging and whip-cracking probably will de-
cide Coleman’s/ confirmation.in the end. But, with ;
some senators,.testnmeny will count too. And Senate .
testimony is almost certain to show that Jim Cole-
man was one of the shrewdest opponents of the Su-
preme Court ever to be nominated to a judicial post',
to carry out decrees of the Supreme Court. P
©As governoq’oﬁ Mississippi in 1956; ‘he- helped pass the
| “interposition jlaw’’ ‘which directed the' governor and
" Vevery executive branch of Mississippi government: “to -
\ prohibit by an? lawful, peaceful and constitutional means
the implementation ‘of or.the compliance with the-:inte- " . .
gratlon decisi ns of the United States Supreme Court.” - -

_ “No Modefate I”’1 Gev Coleman

o ;‘abble-rouser. ;

He believes jn getting things done; mot: shouting’ about = 7

them. Becayse he accomplished a- great deal but-talked =
little, his po, 1t1cal adversarles eventually began calhng'
him a mode ate, o A B
; Thls got under the govemor s skin_
rephed -June: 30,:1959: s

[“Tam. Well aware that a httle'handful of my.pohtlcal 5

. adversaries| have tried. to destroy my place in the’affec~.. '

" tions of my{ fellow: Mississippians by’ claiming that T am
a moderatre Apparently, ‘these . people :cannot tell a *
moderate from a successful segregationist. They. have -
made a great sham of this, and every-time-they. can get
a chance they: try to'stin It up..aay iy W

o | ask you to lgnore what they say and look at what"_

‘the record 'says .. I stand on a record of performance -
and I hav dellvered the geods I.am not entitled to be '
called a moderate.”> = . 200 .. e

Coleman’s statements on the race issue have. heen ;
consistent' and continuous, dating back from shortly: .
after the Supreme Court’s school integration decision.

On Aug. 7, 1955, the J ackson Clarmn-Ledger quoted Jlm AR s

as saying: A
“Based on the stud;es I have made and the experl-', ik
ence I have had fighting integration attempts, I can.say =~
without hesitation: that if I am elected governor; the:
schools of Mississippi w111 never be mtegrated nor w111‘
they. be c¢losed:”’ :
Coleman was: eIected on that platform and on J an. 3
1965, began carrying it out. In his inaugural speech that =
day, he came out for *“the continued separation of the "

white and Negro races in accordance with the customs ;
which the experience of 90 years has taught us ]l s
As late as July 10, 1963, Jim Coleman had not. changed

. On that date the J ackson Clarion-Ledger reported:
! “Former Gov. J. P.. Coleman:said his: npponen
have ‘taken a' defeatist attitude on the-race. issue.:
- Speaking - at: Montlce!lo, ‘Morgantown: ‘and : McComb,’
Coleman said he is the only candidate with hope: of
stemming w1despread mtegratmn and the abxhty and.
experience to do it. /! 3 !
““““My opponents say that ‘T cannot. s op 1t o he de-
' clared, ‘because they have apparently lost hope and have

offered no plan or suggest;on for malntalnmg separatlon
of the races.”’”. : ) 5
This is part “of the backgrou d'senators will be exam-
ining in regard to the charming friend of LBJ, nominated -

to uphold ClVlI nghts and Negro votlng r:ghts 1}1 the- /i

South i A7
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July 22, 1965

Dear Mr. Levi:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the nomination
of Governor James P, Coleman.

Please be assured it was only after very

careful considera that the President made

this selection, is confident that in the
months ahead Coleman will demon=-
strate his for this post.

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

et e
3355 : Lane
Riverside, California 92501

JBC:hm



e 7
v e }

MARIO LEVI
3355 DEBBIE LANE
-~
r DE, CALIFORNIA

v } 7 RIVERSI
]
i{ A/ 1N ju%

j?m mfl. ?’W)ulml'}
Wi WW'MM( Lo wad Wftﬁm

appials ool /ywk/gﬂ' )
The Wwﬂmﬂ\( v’}/ Lhw>

t ﬁme- WTMIZ”(% Re called

o) & o g e {he et

(r[; F)»mw\,m\ %’)[bw-. ‘MVYM/]M WW

o ek Ml o wdll neun

M{v«ymb\/m%a /J/N’lrw—»-

szzm/
65







July 22, 1965

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Canal:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the nomination
of Governor James P, Coleman.

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Mz, and Mrs. Harry M. Canal ( Prlec Ceonnl )
733 Jean Street A X
Oakland, California 94610

JBC:hm
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July 22, 1965

Dear Miss Canal;

For the President, Innttoachwvhdgc

Please be assured that it was only after very
that the President made
is confident that in the
- Coleman will demon=
strate his suitability for this post.

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Miss Esther C,
325 Park View
Oakland, California 94610

JBC:hm
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July 22, 1965

Dear Dr. Wagner:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the nomination
of Governor James P, Coleman,

FPlease be assured it was only after very
careful considera! that the President made

this selection, is confident that in the
months ahead Coleman will demon=-
strate his for this post.

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton

Staff Assistant

to the President

Dr. Leo A, KW
646

Novato, California

JBC:hm
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July 22, 1965

Dear Mrs, Block:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the nomination
ofGovcmersP.Fnhmg:.;__

Please be assured it was only after very
careful consideration that the President made
this selection, a is confident that in the

months ahead Coleman will demon-
strate his for this post.

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Mrs. Herbert J. aock
2045 East 73rd Str
Chicago, Hlinois 60649

JBC:hm







July 23, 1965

Dear Mrs. Bachman:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the nomination
of Governor James P. Coleman.

Please be assured that it was only after very

careful consideration t the President made
this selection, and he is confident that in the

months ahead Gove Ceoleman will demon-
strate his suitability for this post.

(_ . Since rely,

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Mrs. Vera Dachman
1174 North Heliotrope Drive
Los Angeles, California 90029

JBC:ltd
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\' July 23, 1965

k “ f‘“ ’E Al A, ~—7:’.) NIRRT
/_'___________“—-——‘
Dear Mr, Bill: ) iy

Thank you very much for your leiter and the clippings.

Immediately after your telephone call, I passed the
inforniation along to the persons primarily working on
this normination.

must say that the matter of the functioning of the

mson for President Club is not one within mg particular
signment. I, therefore, cannot give pou an answer

the question you ask in your letter. I am, however,
tempting to secure information from the proper person
and am sure that someone will be in touch with you.

P o n |t-{ -t

er @

Kindest personal regards.
Sincerely,

Jake Jacobsen
Legislative Counsel
to the President
b d
Mr. Pecter Bill, Sr.
Executive ﬂ:.rector
A‘Lyndon B. Johnson for President Club, Inc.
1216 Beaubien
Detroit, Michigan
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President Lyndon B. Johnson
White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

i I am vigorously opposed to your recent appoint- |
‘ment off James P. Coleman to the Fifth Circuit Gourt
of Appeals. 1 was shocked and dismayed that you
should appoint/a former governor of Mississippi, an
avowed segregationist, to any important position,
let alone to Federal judgeship in the district
where the main s truggle for democracy is being
fought. This| is a direct slap in the face of the
Negro people who are courageously fighting for

their civil rights.

est that in your subsequent appointmenta
uals to positions of grave responsibility,

you and that, as your appointees, individuals be
selected who are more truly representative of the
spirit of American democracy.

Respectfully yours,

s
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July 29, 1965

Dear Mr, and Mrs. Williams:

For the President, 1 want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P,

Please be assured thaf it was only after very

this selection, and he § that in the
months ahead Coleman will demon-
strate his suita post,

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton

Staff Assistant

to the President

Mr. and Mrs. Juck&ﬂlﬁms
Box 1931
Ross, California
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Dear Mr. Lovitt:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Goleman,

Please be assured it was only after very
careful consideration [that the President made
this selection, and g confident that in the

months ahead Coleman will demon«
strate his suita or this post.
Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Mr. Gene Lovitt
134-29 166th Place
Jamaica, New York 11434
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GENE LOVITT
Jamag'ca ’:s;is)wingin’ .S)guare :bance Ca/&r
s

134-29 166th PLACE
Jamaica, N. Y. 11434

] Phones:
(212) 276-9286
(212) ST 8-9835
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Dear Mrs. Jemmott:

For the President, I want to acknowledge

your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman.

Please be assured that it was only after very
careful consider that the President made
this selection, and he is confident that in the

months ahead r Coleman will demon-
strate his sui for this post.
Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

WY
Mrs. J?)?(mott

1103 Franklin Avenue
Bronx, New York 10456
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July 29, 1965

Dear Mr. Sletson:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, :

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Mr. Mike éﬁm
7110 Whitaker Avenue
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19111
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o A\ MERICANS FOR
/ ' GREATER NORTHEAST BRANCH —

MEMOCRATIC

Ai tg\

|” A V ﬂaCTION

July 7, 1965

President Lyndon B, Johnson
The White House
Washington, D, C,

Dear President Johnson:

Your nomination of former Mississippi Governor James P, Coleman is a
complete contradiction of the many public statements you have made on
| the question of equal rights,

Governor Colemans' background is a history of working for the perpetua-
tion of segregation and racism, His avpointment as a Judge to the Circuit
Court which hears a heavy load of civil rights cases can only lead the
American people to doubt the sincerity of your committment to equal rights.

' We strongly urge you to withdraw this nomination in the interest of democracy.

Respectfully,

‘Mike Sletson, Chairmen
NE Branch ADA

HENRY W. SAWYER, IlI JOHN F. LEWIS, JR.
Chairman Vice-Chairman

LEE F. DRISCOLL, JR. EMILY W. SUNSTEIN
Vice-Chairman Vice-Chairman
JAMES H. JONES THOMAS B. HARVEY
Vice-Chairman Treasurer

PHILIP P. KALODNER NORVAL D. REECE

Vice-Chairman Executive Director



AMERICANS FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTIOM

FORMER NATIONAL

CHAIRMEN
WILSON WYATT 194748
LEON HENDERSON 194849

HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 1949-50
FRANCIS BIDDLE 1950-53

ARTHUR M. SCHLESINGER, JR.
JAMES E. DOYLE

{Co-Chairmen) 1953-55
JOSEPH L. RAUH, JR. 1955-57
ROBERT R. NATHAN 1957-59
SAMUEL H, BEER 1959.62

NATIONAL OFFICERS

MRS. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
1947-1962

REINHOLD NIEBUHR
Honorary Chairman

JOHN P, ROCHE
National Chairman

REGINALD H. ZALLES
Treasurer

MRS, JANE J. BUCHENHOLZ
Secretary

EOWARD D. HOLLANDER
Chairman, Exec. Committee

LEON SHULL
National Director

Vice Chairmen
SAMUEL H. BEER
EMILE BENOIT

LEON H. KEYSERLING
WAYNE MORSE
ROBERT R. NATHAN
JAMES G. PATTON
JOSEPH . RAUH, JR.
WALTER P. REUTHER
MARVIN ROSENBERG
MORRIS RUBIN
ARTHUR M. SCHLESINGER, IR.
PAUL SEABURY

—

B

SOUTHEASTERN PENMNSYLVANIA CHAPTER

AMERICANS FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION

FORMER
CHAPTER CHAIRMEN
WILLIAM L. BATT, IR. 1947-48
JOSEPH S. CLARK, IR. 194849
RICHARDSON DILWORTH  1949-50
EMILY L. EHLE 1950-51
JOHN N. PATTERSON
LAWRENCE M, C. SMITH
(Co-Chairmen) 1951-52
LAWRENCE M. C. SMITH 195255
MRS. JOHN F. LEWIS, JR, 1955.56
JOSEPH SCHWARTZ 1356-59
THOMAS B. HARVEY 1959-62
WALTER M. PHILLIPS 1962-64

]

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

JOSEPH ARCHUT
ALBERT ATCOVITZ
SYLVIA BARKAN
MARTIN BAROL
GEORGE E. BARTOL, Il
ABE BELSKY

MACK BLANK

ANNA CLARK
JOSEPH §. CLARK
CHARLES J. COOPER
MARY M. DOUTY
PAUL DAVIDOFF
JANE 5. FREEDMAN
CHARLES GLANVILLE
ELAINE K. GOFF
JEROME KAPLAN

03A1303Y

JACK B. JUSTICE
HAROLD LIBROS

&;‘ Hd SE saoa

LEON SCHM‘HTER

THOMAS D. McB ioNe? scHURM
MICHAEL H. MALIN, K7
RUTH Matone  JSMNOH 3 h@cﬂg ARTZ
HENRY H, MEIGS  BERNARD L. SEGAL
JEROME MELAMED & CHARLES.S SHAPIRO.

' DR. HOWARD E. MITCHELL

DOROTHY S. MONTGOMERY
CHARLES A. MOORE

JOHN N. PATTERSON
ROBERT PETITO

WALTER M. PHILLIPS

LEON RAIDER

DR. CARLETON C. RICHARDS
JAMES E. RIELY

EMILY H. SILVERMAN <" 744
JEANNE M. SIMON

LAWRENCE M. €. SMITH

BEN STAHL

JOY B. TAKIFF

ROBERT W. WILLIAMS

ROGER H. WILSON

BERTRAM WOLFSON

ELIZABETH ZEIDMAN

o < 2 Sui—
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July 29, 1965

Dear Mr. Carver:

For the President, 1 want to acknowledge

your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James eman.

Please be assured tha{ it was only after very
strate his suita for this post.

Sincerely,

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

£
Mr. Bernard Carver

¥B. C. Morton Financial Corporation

The B, C, Morton Building
141 Milk Street
Boston 9, Massachusetts
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LA
¢\ B, Cl MORTON F|NANC|AL CORPORATION
[ g__.'fnvestors Throughout the World
Executive Offices: The B.C. Morton Building
Office of the President 141 MILK STREET * BOSTON 9, MASS.

CERTIFIED MAIL July 9, 1965
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

The Honorable Lyndon B. Johnson
President of the United States
Washington, D. C,

I am writing to you, Mr. President,

| with an urgent appeal that you reconsider your appomtment of
\ Ex-Governor James P. Coleman as a Judge in the Fifth Circuit
' Court of Appeals.

I am writing to you as the parent of a boy who has given up a year
of his life to fight for Civil Rights in the State of Mississippi and
has been jailed three times on false charges and has been seriously
beaten up in jail because of his activities. I do not see how he or
any citizen of the United States working on Civil Rights could get
fair treatment if they appeal their case before a judge such as
Ex-Governor Coleman would make. They would get no more
satisfaction than the Justice Department is able to get with Judge
Cox in the murders that have taken place in the South.

I am enclosing factual documentation that has been made available

to me with reference to Governor Coleman and I cannot see how your
appointment of Governor Coleman is consistent with your public
statements that you believe in Civil Rights for all United States citizens.

If the documentation that I am enclosing is false or inaccurate, I would
appreciate your pointing this out to me. However, I do not believe

a quotation from Coleman's Inaugural Address on January 3, 1956 is
inaccurate. I believe this would disqualify Coleman from being an
impartial judge in the southern part of the United States.
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The Honorable President
Lyndon B. Johnson -2- July 9, 1965

I again urge that you show the American public that you are a man
of principle and withdraw the appointment of Ex~Governor Coleman.

Sincerely yours,

Erpent, f Cogtn

Bernard Carver

FIN/bsd
Encs.



Student Nonviolent
%) Coordinating Committee

360 Nelson Strect, S.VU. - 688-0331
Atlanta, Goorgia 30313

July 2, 1965

Dear Friend,

On June 18, President Johnson made an announcement that shocked supporters
of civil rights and human dignity all over this nation. He announced
that he would appoint an old and stanch racist and former Governor of
Mississippi to the Fifth Circuit Cowrt of Appeals. At a time when
Negroes in Mississippi still must endure oppressive and restrictive

laws this Governor signed into effect, the President of the United States
appointed J. P. Coleman to fill a vancancy which has been open for the
past 18 months. Under the new voting bill, if the state of Mississippi
wishes to prevent Negroes from voting, the state will appeal directly

to the fifth Circuit Court.

The Fifth Circuit encompasses the two worst states in the nation with
regard to denial of civil and human rights--ississippi and Alabama.
Yet, a men who said on October 26, 1956: "I do not now favor the Negro
voting in Mississippi. He is wholly unprepared to assume this respon=-
sibility," will be making decisions for the federal government about who
votes in Mississipvi.

In his Inaugural Address as Governor of Mississippi on January 3, 1956,
Coleman stated:

"In my gubernatorial campaign of 1955 I said in my official
platform: 'There will be no mixing of the races in any of
the state operated educational institutions. I already have
a record on this subject. This is no task for the amateur or
hothead.'

I further told the people that if elected Governor, with the
cooperation of a good legislature, we would maintain the separa-
tion of the races without at the same time kceping our state,
its economy, its customs, and its practices, in a daily uproar
of confusion ard uncertainty. I say to this audience...that T
have not the slightest fear that four years hence when my
successor stands on this same spol to assume his official oath,
the separation of the races will be left intact and will still
be in full force and effect in exactly the same mamner and form
as we know it today."

As Governar, J. P, Coleman lived up to his word and signed into effect
maay unconstitutional laws and statutes designed to preserve the second
class status of Mississippi's Negro citizens. The State Sovereignty
Commission, specifically designed to isolate the state from “Iederal
encroachment" and to maintain the white supremist power structure was

“ ne man, One ?/ofe g
Pre==—
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created. The State Sovereignty Commission is an intelligence agency
which has given at least #193,000 (in tax money) to the White Citizens
Council, according to testimony by Sovereignty Commission officials
in evidence taken by the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party as part
of the Congressional Challenge.

When Senators get back from their Fourth of July vacation, a subcommittee
of the Senate Judiciary Committee will commence hearings on this
appointment. When these hearings are over, the subcommittee will

report either favorably or unfavorably to the full Senate Judiciary
Committee and from there to the full Senate.

We of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee are appealing
directly to you because you are a constituent of a Senator who has gone
on record for human rights and who sits on the Judiciary Committee.

We urge you to wire your Senator and demand that he stop this appointment
in comittee. Ask him to make his vote cast in favor of the Voting
Bill meaningful by refusing to confirm J. P. Coleman's appointment to

the Fifth Circuit Court.

Yours in the struggle,
\ b Lorta

Jonn Lewis
Chairman



BILLS SIGNED INTO LAW BY GOVERNOR COLEMAN

A review of a few of the legislative enactments signed by James P,
Coleman during his term of office as Governor of Mississippi seems
conclusively to demonstrate that he would be actively oprosed to
protecting and securing the civil rights of Negro American citizens

if confirmed by the United States Senate as a Judge on the United States
Cowrt of Appeals of the Fifth Circuit. This review follows:

1. In 1956 Governor Ceoleman signed into law Chapters 273 and 288 (Gen.

" * Laws Miss. 1956), acts confirming a steadfast policy of racisl segregation

in the state's public schools snd repealing the stete's compulsory education
. laws (so as to be able to close individual schools within the state if
“required to desegregate by federal court orders). He also signed acts
requiring railroad and bus companies to maintain separate waiting rooms
and toilet facilities for the races traveling in intra-state commerce
and requiring all intra-state passengers to use such separate facilities.
(Chapters 258-60, General Laws of Mississippi, 1956). Criminal penalties
of #1,000 and/or one year in jail for each violation of these acts were
provided, and it was explicitly stated that an intra-state passenger,.
arrested for violating the state-imposed segregation laws, could have no
action of false imprisonment against the arresting officer, nor could he
recover damages from common carriers complving with these statutes.

2. In 1956, when Governor Coleman signed these acts, it was perfectly
clear from the broad language in Brown v Board of Education, 3L7 U.S.

L83 (195L), that the Fourteenth Amendment forbade all racial segregation
in the public schools, and all other state enforcement of racial
separation such as prescribed by the acts requiring that segregated waiting
rooms and toilet facilities be maintained by common carriers.

In signing these acts into law, Governor Coleman was intentionally seeking to
frustrate what he knew to be a requirement of the Federal Constitution.

The acts repealing the state's compulsory education laws and confirming

its policy of racial segregation were deliberately designed to circumvent
anticipated efforts by the federal courts, on which James P. Coleman seeks
."to sit, to enforce the Constitution of the United States.

3. Even more frightening is the sumport given to the patently absurd
doctrine of interposition by Governor Coleman when he signed into law
Chapter 254, General Laws of Mississippi, 1956. The law sought "to give
effect to the Resolution of Interposition, Senate Concurrent Resolution
No. 125, and to the principle of segregation of the races" by directing
the' Governor and the entire executive branch of the Stste of Mississippi
"to prohibit by any lawful, peaceful and constitutional means, the

* ‘implementation of or the compliance with the integration decisions

of the United States Supreme Court...and to prohibit by any lawful,
peaceful, and cmnstitutional means the causing of a mixing or integration
of the white and Negro races in public schools, public parks and public
waiting rooms." That Governor Coleman should have sought to frustrate

a federal constitutional policy is bad enough; thatl he signed his name

in support of a constitutional doctrine long and rightly regarded as
ridiculous, and which, if adopted, would reduce our federal republic

to a meed confederation of states serves to point out his compelling
disqualifications for appointment to a judgeship in a circuit which elaborates
constitutional policy.

‘Governor Coleman's sincere support of interposition and deliberate opposi-
tion to the United States Constitution is further evidenced by his approval
of Chapter 365, an Act creating the State Sovereignty Commission of which
the Governor was chairman. The duty of this body was to perform "all acts
* ard things deemed necessary and proper to protect the sovereignty of the
state of Mississippi, and her sister states from encroachment theron by the
Federal Government." (Ch. 365, Sec. 5).

4. Additional impediments to the fulfillment of constitutional rights are
found in Chapter 253, an Act to prohibit the fomenting of litigation by
making it unlawful to donate or receive funds for the purpose of filing

or presecuting lawsuits. *‘his legislation was aimed at the Legal Defense
Fund of the NAACP .and other organizations seeking to confirm by lawsuit
the constitutional rights of Negro citizens.
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5. Governor Colomen alsn sipgned an enartmen (Chapter 257, General Laws,
Mississippi, 1956) conferring upoa all public businesses an absolute right

to select their customers and subjecting any person refusing to vacate a
public place at the owner's request to a fine of up to %500 and/or
imprisonment of up to six months. The custom of segregation by private
individuals was further buttressed by the Governor's approval of Chapter 256,
a broad breach of the peace statute, covering "any person who shall enter any
public¢ place of business (and)... create a disturbance or a breach of the
peace in any way whatsoever including, but not restricted to..the making

of threats or attempting to intimidate.”

6. .In 1958, Yovernar “oleman signed into law Chapter 311, a measure designed
to cope with any attempts to desegregate Mississippi schools by authorizing

the Uovernor to close any one or more of all schools of any or all school
districts. <The Governar also signified his approval of Chapters 257 and 261 of
the General Laws of 1958, acts providing that the Attorney General should

offer legal assistance to any school district or executive officer, agency or
commission of the State of Mississipni proceeded against in state or federal
courts or investigated by the federal civil rights commission.

7« In addition to supporting these plainly unconstitutionsl objectives,
Governor Coleman gave his aprroval to Chapter-L8L, an act requiring
investigation by the state Attorney UYeneral or legislative cammittee of any
organization deemed subversive.. Subversivesiveness consisted of having a
national or state officer who either in the past or at present is or has
been an officer of any organization designated as subversive by the United
States Attorney General or a Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities.
The purpose of the investigation was to secure a membershin list from such
organizations, and thereby to intimidate their members and keep them from
participating in activities designed to achieve equality for all citizens
of Mississipni.

8. In 1956 Gov. Yoleman also signed into the State's law books legislation
which almost made it imporsible for local citizens to get lawyers from other
states to defend them in Mississippi Courts. This legislation, Chapter 255

of the 1956 General Laws of Mississippi, repealed the old section 8666 of

the 1942 Code which had permitted any atlorney fram any other state to

appear in local courts. <he only requirement was:that the attorney be in good
standing in his home state.

But the new Mississippi law sets up elaborate procedures which an out-
of=state attorney now must follow before he can represent anyone. Under
Chapter 255 a private group, the State Bar Association, is given the power
of making the determination. Its only guideline for deciding is the vague
phrase of "the usages and customs of the State of Mississippi.!

The real impact of this law can only be seen by considering tle background

in which it operates. ' It is virtually impossible to get white Mississipni
lawyers to take civil rights cases. Even if the individual attorney would want
to, his ordinary legal practice would be seriously hurt and socially he would
become a pariah. Of course Negro attorneys in fississippi will handle such
cases, but there are only four of them for the entire state. Thus Chapter

255 as approved by Governor Coleman makes it exceedingly difficult for
Mississippi citizens to secure adequate legal protection of their civil

rights against discriminatory practices.

9. %inally, in 1958, Governor Coleman approved the enactment of Chapter

257 which authroized the State Attorney General to defend "upon request and

at his discretion" circuit Clerks and registrars of various counties who

are either sued or called as witnesses in state or federal court by any

other federal agency. - A similar discretion is also given the Attorney

General with regard to suits brought agairnst officers or employees of school
districts and other state and municipal officials. (See Chapter 261 of General
Laws of Mississipni of 1958.) ‘ _ T .

Time 'and again in recent years suits have been brought against the above

public officials because of their violations of the. ¢ivil rights of 4American
citizens, This legislation clearly has no other object than to permit
Mississippi officials to continue their tactics of evading the law and to

place through taxation the financial burden of legally defending thesé officials
upon the very people whose rights have been violated.
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STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE
360 Nelson Street, SW
Atlanta, Georgia

TAT, o TN 3 TING
TESTIMONY OF JOHN IEWIS, CHAIRMAN OF THE STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATIN
CCMMI%TEE BEFORE THE SE&ATE JUDICIARY SUBCOMMITTREE ON THE APPOINTMENT OF
JAMES P. COLEMAN TO THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE FIFTH CIRCUIT.

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Senste Judiciary Subcemmitiee,

I am John Lewis, Chairman of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee.
After just having been released a few days ago after ten days in thg Jackson,
Mississippi, jail, it is with a troubled mind that I come before this _
committee to testify against the appointment of J. P. Coleman to the Fifth
Circuit Court of Appeals. I cannot stress too strongly the opposition of
the Student Nonviclent Coordinating Committee to this appointment,and I

feel that most Americans would join us if they could foresee the results
which would ensue from this appointment. Moreover, this eppointment

is an affront and an insult to the Negro people of the South and to all
Americans of good will.

Since 195l, our Federal judicial system has been the primary force in pre-
venting a level of violence and blocdshed which the South has not witnessed
since the Civil War. We know all too well Mr. Coleman's attitude regarding
the 195 Supreme Court decision, for it was he who said as late as 1963 that
if he were elected governor there would be no further integration of the
public schools of Mississippi.

Since 1957, the Senate has passed a lengthy series of acts which purport

to eliminate centuries of racial discrimination aimed at American Negroes.

Now this same body is considering naming James Plemon Coleman %o the branch

of the United States Cuurts which carries the heaviest load of civil rights
litigation and holds a position of judicial power over the lives of millions

of American Negroes second only to the United States Supreme Court. The
results of this action may be predicted with cerhainty-—-a complete nullification
of all the. ¢ivil rights legislation which our Congress worked so hard to

create.

Moreover this appointment can only result in the retarding of the growth of
full citizenship for American Negroes, a policy which I feel neither this
committee nor the United States Senate wishes to embrace. Furthermore, if
the United States Senate chooses to consent to this appointment, then it
goes on record as favoring the perpetuation of segregation; and all American
Negroes will know once and for all just where this body stands on the racial
1S58U€Cs

If this body wishes to eliminate or meke ineffective past legislation, let

it do so by outright repeal so that ths American Negro knovws where he stands.
If this body wishes to ignore the years of suffering, of death, and of dingy
prison cells that the Negro has had to face, then let it confirm the appoint-
ment of J. P. Coleman. But on the other hand, if this body wishes to insure
the enforcement of civil rights legislation, then it has only one course of
action to follow=--refuse to consent tc the eppnointment of J. P. Coleman, a
vicious and clever segregationist.

If anyone in this room questions the truth of these charges, I direct his
attention to the laws of the state of Mississippi which were passed during
the period in which J. P. Coleman was Covernor of Mississippi and over
his signature.

We of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee feel that the record of
James P. Coleman speaks for itself as a record of race hatred, prejudice

and defiance of the United States Constitution, the Supreme Court and Congress.
I would like to point out that as a United States judge, Mr. Coleman

would be called upon to interpret the Constitution, laws of Congress and
Supreme Court decisions. In the light of his past actions can anyone

question the result or the course that he would take?

"
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Lewis Statement on Coleman page 2

I would like to make it crystal clear to this committee that we reject

the argument that Mr. Coleman is the best that Mississippi has to offer.

When is it that justice is based on the lesser of two evils? We also

feel that it is morally wrong for the President to appoint Mr. Coleman as

a political pay-off for Mr. Coleman's work during the 1960 Kennedy-Johnson
campaign. Furthermore we reject the argument that Mr. Coleman has changed
his views. For during the 1963 gubernatorial campaign, Mr. Coleman's
position was basically the same as his 1957 stand when he ran for Governor.
Therefcre we would rather see the seat remain vacant, for fair-minded judges
from throughout Ameriea are now filling that vacancy.

Gentlemen, the issues are very clear--Negro citizens of this nation cannot

and will not stand idly by while one of their major forums for seeking

redress is eliminated. I feel obligated to put this committee and our nation
on notice that the appointment of this outspoken segregationist is such a
denial of justice that it may cause Negro citizens of the deep South, many

of whom we work with every day, to lose faith in the judicial process.

They may be forced, in the name of freedom, to carry on mass social dislocation
and civil disobedience throughout the South.

Gentlemen, the decision is yours.

Thank you very much.

L3

June 29, 1965



July 29, 1965

Dear Mr. Clay:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James FP. Coleman.

Please be assured
careful consideration

t it was only after very
t the President made

this selection, and confident that in the
monthes ahead Coleman will demon-
strate his sui or this post.

Sincerely,

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

A
Mr. Nathaniel Clay, Sr.
President, Local 334
XInternational Hod Carriers' Building and
Common Laborers' Union of America
2967 East Grand Boulevard
Detroit, Michigan 48202

JBC:1td
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NATHANIEL CLAY, Sr. ANDREW McFARLANE LOUIE HOLMES, Jr.

President v Business Representative Secretary - Treasurer
TR. 3-9122 TR. 3-9123 TR. 3-9124
4 /

" International Hod Catrriers’ Building and Common Laborers
¥ Union of America, Local 334

Affiliated with
American Federation of Labor and Detroit Building Trades Council
2967 EAST GRAND BLVD.—DETROIT, MICHIGAN, 48202 -~

\ b 'l. I [:1+]
1Y P
\ Y
July 8, 1965

Honorable Lyndon B, Johnson
President of the United States
White House

Washington, D, C,

Dear President Johnson:

We strongly oppose the appointment of former Governor
James P, Coleman to the fifth Circuit Court of Appeals,

Such appointment of one who has consistently tried to
circumvent the constitutional rights of negroes is a
direct deterent to the realization of these rights,
Such appointment ran only be considered as traitorous
to the negroe's cause,

"The total sum of a man's accomplishments can be de-
stroyed by a rash move." The officers of this Local

and this membership of more than three thousand, strongly
and hopefully urge you to reconsider this unacceptable
appointment,

Sincerely yours,

Nathaniel Cliy, or,
President
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July 29, 1965

Dear Miss Riggins:

For the President, I want to acknowledge

your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman,

strate his

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Miss Elizabeth ﬁ!utu
456 Third Street
Woodland, California

JBC:ltd
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June 7, 1965

T *
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President Lyndon B, Johnson
The White House
Washington, D, C,

Dear President Johnson:

I am one of your devoted boosters and worked very hard and long for your
election last November, and hope to do the same again in 1968.

I want to plead with you to demonstrate your good faith and sincerety by not [
appointing ex~-Governor Jim Coleman of Mississippi to the U. S. Court of
Appeals. It seems reasonable to me to assume that if a man such as Mr. Colema<

area of civil rights in that part of our country.

I remember very clearly how Mr. Coleman boasted of the means he used to hinder
integration a t the University of Mississippi.

If we are to believe that you are sincerely dedicated to the concept of equal
rights and justice for all, and that your Civil Rights Bill is not just the
outcome of what you knew were the strong sentiments of the people at the time,
I beg of you to demonstrate this by appointing only men who are dedicated to
these concepts, and not those who have openly demonstrated their misuse of
power to thwart justice for the Negros of the South.

With all good wishes, and in deepest sincerety,

Very truly yours,

Cbother; /f/md
EliZabeth Riggi’,{

456 Third St.
Woodland, California

if

! fl

E

i

! were to occupy this high judgeship that we will not do much progressing in the | '
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July 29, 1965

Dear Mr. Thorne:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P,

Please be assured it was only after very
careful consideration that the President made
this selection, and
months ahead
strate his suitability for this post.

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

X
Mr. John E, Thorne

510 North Third Street
San Jose, California 95112

JBC:ltd
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STANTON

CLOPTON

HERZ

STANEK

LAW OFFICES | 510 NORTH THIRD STREET | SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 95112 | TELEPHONE 286-1212

JOHN E. THORNE
WILLIAM F. STANTON
ASSEMBLYMAN 2574 DIST.

WiLLIAM H. CLOPTON
RICHARD W. HERZ

June 2, 1965 HERBERT S. STANEK

President Lyndon B. Johnson
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Reference: APPOINTMENT TO U. S. FIFTH CIRCUIT COURT
Dear Mr. President:

It has come to my attention that you are considering
the appointment of ex-Governor James P. Coleman of
Mississippi to the U. S. Court of Appeals for the
Fifth Circuit. As a practicing attorney, and as one
who has had personal contact with Mr. Coleman, I
should Tike to urge that no such appointment be made.

During the Challenge of the Mississippi congressmen,

I had the pleasure of taking some depositions in
Natchez, Mississippi. Prior to the taking of these
depositions, we attempted to obtain the use of several
governmental facilities as a place for the depositions,
but these were denied. Because these were not avail-
able, we then noticed the hearhgs for the COFO house,
and when Mr. Coleman received this notice, he called
and strenuously objected, stating, "No self-respecting
white man would be caught dead in a COFO house."

Mr. President, we do not need another segregationist
appointed to a Federal Court, nor even a "moderate,"

who thinks that change in another three or four genera-
tions would be alright. We need a Judge who believes
that the United States Constitution is meaningful today,
not tomorrow.

Again, may I render my strenuous objection to the
appointment of Mr. Coleman to the United States bench.

~,

Very truly yours,
) 2

>
John ——)E . Thorme——

JETvmh
oteu?9
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July 29, 1965

Dear Mr. Booth:

For the President, I want to acknowledge

your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James F. Coleman,

careful considera that the President made

strate his for this post.

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Mryr. Henry Scripps ﬁoﬂh
Thornlea

700 Cranbrook Road

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48013

JBC:ltd




HENRY SCRIPPS BOOTH
THORNLEA, 700 CRANBROOK ROAD
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MICHIGAN 48013 | i ad,

July 8, 1965

The President
The White House
Washington 25, D. C,

Dear Mr, President:

I was astounded at your nominating J. P. Coleman to
the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. Having been so outspoken
against desegregation in any form it is improbable that he,
no matter how good a lawyer, can administer unbiased justice
in voting and other civil rights cases.

You are urged, therefore to rescind your appointment
of ex-Governor Coleman and to appoint someone who is more pro-
mising of an impartial determination of all appeals to the
Fifth Circuit Court.

incerely,
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July 29, 1965

Dear Miss Grischy:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P,

Flease be assured it was only after very
careful consider that the President made

strate his suitability for this post,

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

X
Miss Barbara Grischy

20011 Bella Vista
Saratoga, California

JBC:1td
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July 29, 1965

Dear Mr. Tiebel:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James F. Coleman.

Please be assured that it was only after very
careful conside i that the President made
this selection, /K'e is confident that in the
months ahead rnor Coleman will demon-
strate his suitability for this post.

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

/

I
My, George R, Tiebel
Town House Two
Great Neck, New York

JBC:1td

e




; 77€

v

Town House Two >
Great Neck, New York

July 13, 1965

The Honorable Lyndon Johnson
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

Your nomination of James Coleman to the U. S. Court of
Appeals for the Fifth Circuit has dismayed me.

Having voted for you to be our President, and having
applauded your vigorous support of civil rights, I have been
disheartened by your nomination of Mr., Coleman.

That judgeship is a most critical one - indeed, of
pivotal importance.

I earnestly hope that you will withdraw this nomination.

May I add that I hope the day will not be far off when
you will nominate a qualified Negro to this very circuit.

Yours very truly,

George R. Tiebel.
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Town House Two
Great Neck, New York

July 13, 1965

The Honorable N. Katzenbach
Attorney General's Office
Washington, D. C. pq

. s

I find your support of the nomination of James Coleman to
the U. S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit distressing.

It is impossible to be accurate in judging another man's
motives, and I dislike to impute unworthy motives to you: and,
in fact, I specifically refrain from doing so.

However - to people who are concerned with progress in
the field of eivil rights (and such a critical area as the one

in question) - your endorsement appears to have only expediency
to recommend it.

It certainly does not reflect what I would consider an
appreciation of the aspirations of Negro people, but rather a
willingness to perpetuate a judiciary which decides for ecivil
rights only when pushed, prodded and threatened by upheaval
among minorities.

When will you endorse a Negro for such a position?

Yours very truly,

George R. Tiebel.



July 29, 1965

Dear Mr. Norberg:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P. Folomn.

Please be assured it was only after very

careful considera the President made
this selection, is confident that in the
months ahead r Coleman will demon-
strate his sui for this post,

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

The Reverend Richard C. ;garhu
Conference Minister
orthern California Conference of
United Church of Christ
677 Flood Building, 870 Market Street
San Francisco, California 94102

JBC:1td
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE
OF UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

677 FLOOD BUILDING, 870 MARKET STREET
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102

EX 7-Da84

RICHARD C. NORBERG July 12, 1965

CONFERENMNCE MINISTER

President Lyndon b. Johnson
I'he White House
Washington, D. C.

Mr. President:

It is with considerable regret and dismay that the host

of persons of good will across the nation have learned

of the appointment of an ex-Governor of Mississippi,

James P. Coleman, to the bench of the strategic Fifth Cir-
cuit Court. That one whose segregationist position is go

much a matter of record should preside in a court in Mis-

sisgippi where cases involving civil rights will be heard

is both gross incongruity and sheer hypocrisy!

I fail completely to understand what political advantage

is to be gained by this untimely and unfortunate appoint-
ment. 1in spite of your forthright leadership in the achieve-
ment of a climate conducive to justice and fair treatment

for all people throughout the land, this action is a direct
rebuff to those struggling sacrificially and valiantly in

its behalf. Frankly, your sincerity must be questioned if

a person of Mr. Coleman's reputation can command your en-—
dorsement. 7You have given us no choice.

It is not too late to suspend this appointment. Surely
there are those whose qualifications are eminently suitable
for this high judicial position. With the host of others
who are objecting to this incredible appointment, I respect-
fully urge and implore you to reconsider. You would again
give encouragement and hope to those who wait and those

who work for those guarantees of our Constitution which

ow be demied to any man.

Conference Mlnlster
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July 29, 1965

Dear Mrs. Baum: |

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P. Goleman.

Please be assured
careful considerat

this selection,
months ahead

it was only after very
t the President made
is confident that in the il
r Coleman will demon-

strate his sui for this post. i
Sincerely, o
-
1
John B, Clinton

Staff Assistant

to the Presgident -
Mrs. Sidney J, Baum e anstingl

17001 Mooncrest Drive
Encino, California 91316

JBC:sar
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 12, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR

Mr, John Clinton

For appropriate handling.

ot

Paul M, Popple



Z
Vo .I SIDNEY ]. BAUM

| / | - 4y 17001 MoONCREST DRIVE
Encino, CALIFORNIA 91316

June 30th

Sir: s 9 7l

It's bad enough that we have to
stand by and see boys killed in an area of the
world where we don't belong and where the
majority of the peopge of Viet Nam don't want
us. And now to appoint a segregationist as
a Judge!!!! And when I think of the time and
effort my friends and I went to in November
to assure your election., Next time I'll vote
Republican., At least I know where they stand.

Very truly yours,

szgy4ﬁi;iltj9ﬁizjziic:fzr7’7
(Mrs, Sidney J, Baum)



July 29, 1965

Dear Dr. Lovett:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P,

Please be assured that it was only after very
careful conside that the President made
is confident that in the

strate his suitability for this post.

Sincerely,

Jehn B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

A
Dr. Beatrice R. Lovett
5352 Mayview Road
Minnetonka, Minnesota

JBC:sar
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3 /[ v’ DR. BEATRICE R. LOVETT
& ~ 5352 MAYVIEW ROAD

¢ |
4 / / <}:[INNETONKA Mﬂxgxlsom 3 3wl
July 10, 1965,

The President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D.C.

My Dear Mr, President,

Many of us citizens feel strongly that the
appointment of James P. Coleman as Judge of the Fifth
Circuit Court of Appeals is unwise and unfair., As
former governor of Mississippl and architect of
most of the segregationist laws of that state, we
think that he will be strongly biased in favor of
segregationists and not an impartial judge of cases
originating under the Civil Rights Acts. We therefore.
urge you in 2ll fairness to withdraw the némina-
tion of Mr. Coleman. Also we appeal to the Senate

Judiciary Committeey not to approve the appointment.

Very truly Yours,

M&,@.m
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July 29, 1965

Dear Mrs. Moxley:

For the President, I want to acknowledge

your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman.

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Mrs., Bob ﬁo:hy

21949 Lindy Lane
Cupertino, California

JBC:sar
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July 29, 1965

Dear Mr. Gunderson:

For the President, I want to acknowledge

your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman,

Please be assured it was only after very
careful conside that the President made
this sele is confident that in the

months ah rnor Coleman will demons

strate his suitability for this post.

Sincerely,

J"hﬂ no Cllnhm
Staff Assistant
to the President

4
Mr. Robert Gray Gunderson
2420 Barbara Street

Bloomingten, Indiana

JBC:sar
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//ROBERT GRAY GUNDERSON

BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA

/ /L " ) 2e20 oavomma steeEr -

0 & " d
President Lyndon Bes Johnson

The White louse

Washington, De C,

Dear My, Johnsons

Your appointment of segregationist James

Coleman as a federal judge makes a mockery of all

your high flawn talk in yowr wvoting righta speech

of last springe What you say in these flights

of oratorical fancy apparently has little relation-
ship to what you do when critical Southern appoint-
ments come upe As Governor, Coleman allocated state
funds to the White Citizens Councils and had a pro-
spective Negro applicant at the Univgfﬁ?ty“of Miggégsi—
ppi confined to the Whitfield Insane Asylume Just
the kind of Jjudicial type wanted by Bull Connor,
Sheriff Clark, and the Fhiladelphia, Mississippi,
murdererse It all is enough to make a Northern
Democrat vote Republicans

Sincer

WRo ert G. G derson
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July 29, 1965

Dear Mr. Hawkins:

For the President, I want to acknowledge

your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman.

Please be assured that it was only after very
careful consideration that the President made
is confident that in the

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

X
Mr. Ira J. Hawkins
1435 South Meadowbrook Avenue
Los Angeles 19, California

JBC:sar
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July 29, 1965

Dear Mrs. Koch:

For the President, 1 want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment

of Governor JE:',E%M

Please be assured it was only after very
careful considera that the President made
this selection, is confident that in the
months ahead ernor Coleman will demon-
strate his suitability for this post.

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

X
Mrs. Irene M. Koch

5470 Woodlawn Avenue
Chieago, Illinois 60615

JBC:sar

(et ol

.

e A .fj_vJ




UOH ITIHW 33

B Moerad Stk
5470 Woodlawn, Avenue
Chicago JTQT nois 60615
July 7, 1965

The President
The White House
Washington 25, D.Q.

My. President:

I am shocked almost beyond belief that you
would appoint to the Fifth Circult Court of
Appeals a man whose entire history has been
rabidly anti-Negro, Mr. J. P. Coleman,

If Mr. Coleman should go into this post, Negro
voting rights could be stopped dead in its
tracks, even under the new voting bill., I
cannot understand how you can profess to
support Negro voting rights and then turn
around and appoint such a man as Coleman,

The least I can do, and unfortunately the
most I can do, is write to our senators to
turn down your appointment,

But I can appeal to you, too, Mr. President,
in the name of all that is sensible in this
time of social revolution, to withdraw this
unspeakable appointment and name instead a
man who understands the nature of what 1is
zoing on and the import of it on the well-
being of our nation,

Hespectfully,

st /75%

(mrs.) Irene M. Koch

o
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July 29, 1965

Dear Miss Pinn:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments em-nlng the appointment
of Governor James P. Colemanx

careful conside t the President made
this selection, s confident that in the
months ahead or Coleman will demon-

strate his y for this post,

Sincer .1",

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Miss Peggy Pinn

Chairman

The Women's Committee
XCalvary Baptist Church

Jamaica, New York

JBC:sar
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE MHOUSE
VE, THE WOMEN OF CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH STRONGLY OPPOSE YOUR
RECENT APPOINTMENT OF JAMES COLEMAN TO FEDERAL JUDGESHIP POSITION
WE EXPECT TO RAISE OUR PROTEST THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE QUEENS
AREA UNLESS YOU RECONSIDER THIS DIABOLICAL TRAVESTY ON JUSTICE.
WE CONSIDER THIS A SLAP IN THE FACE AND WE DO NOT INTEND TO
TURN THE OTHER CHEEK






July 29, 1965

Dear My, Suski:

For the President, I want to acknowledge

your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman,

Please be assured th
careful consideration
this selection, and h;
months ahead Ge 10 pleman will demon«
strate his suitabill or this post.

it was only after very

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Honorable Edward Suski

Member of the House of Representatives

Chairman, Civil Rights Committee of
the State of Michigan

Detroit, Michigan

JBC:sar
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LANSING MICH 13 1205P EST

THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE WOUSE
MY DEAR MR, PRESIDENT:
I RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT YOU WITHDRAV THE NOMINATION OF J. P.
COLEMAN TO THE FIFTH CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS, IT IS WY
OPINION, AND THAT OF MANY OTHERS, THAT JUSTICE CANNOT BE
SERVED BY THE APPOINTMENT OF A MAN WHO IS PHILOSOPHICALLY AND
DIAMETRICALLY OPPOSED TO THE AMERICAN PRINCIPLE OF FREEDOM



AND EQUALITY FOR ALL. I FIND IT EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO

UNDERSTAND HOW YOU, SIR, CAN PROMOTE LEGISLATION LIKE THE CIVIL

RIGHTS BILL IN 1964 AND THE COMING VOTING RIGHTS BILL OF 1965,

AND THEN ADVOCATE THE APPOINTMENT OF A MAN WHO WILL OBVIOUSLY

NEGATE LEGISLATION OF THIS KIND BY ALLOVING HWIM TO DECIDE CIVIL

RIGHTS ISSUES IN THIS MOST CRITICAL AND SENSITIVE AREA COMPOSING THE

FIFTH CIRCUIT, IT IS A VELL-KNOWN AND AUTHENTICATED FACT, MR,

COLEMAN IS AN AVOWED AND DEDICATED SEGREGATIONIST AND HAS IN

MANY INSTANCES IN HIS PRIOR OFFICES, SERVED TO DISCRIMe

INATE AGAINST NEGROES OF WIS STATE, BY HIS OWN ADMISSION HE HAS LAID
o

L

raanig



CLAIM TO AND IS A SUCCESSFUL SEGREGATIONIST. I SINCERELY

BELIEVE THAT IF MR, COLEMAN IS APPOINTED TO THE FIFTH CIRCUIT COURT
OF APPEALS IT WOULD BE A TRAVESTY OF OUR FEDERAL CONSTITUTION,

OF WHICH WE HAS SO ABLY AND APTLY SUBVERTED AND CIRCUMVENTED

IN THE PAST, I IMPLORE YOU, MR, PRESIDENT, THAT YOU DO NOT

BREAK FAITH WITH THE MILLIONS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS WHO GAVE

YOU THE GREATEST PLURALITY ANY PRESIDENT TO DATE HAS EVER

ENJOYED. IN CONCLUSION, MR PRESIDENT, I MUST AGREE WITH

REVEREND RICHARD T, MCSORLEY OF WASHINGTON, D.C., THAT

IN FACT, YOU WILL BE MORALLY WRONG TO APPOINT MR, COLEMAN

AGNDA

ol






July 29, 1965

Dear Mr., Van Tassel:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P,

Please be assured it was only after very

careful consider at the President made
this selection, is confident that in the
months ahead r Coleman will demon-~
strate his suitability for this post.

Sincerely,

John B. Clinton

Staff Assistant

to the President

X
My. Dennie L., Van Tassel
2112 Plant Avenue
Redonde Beach, California

JBC:sar
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Dear Mr. Karp:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman,

Please be assured that it was only after very

strate his luthmltr for this post,

Sincerely,

J‘h B, Cm
Staff Assistant
to the President

X
Mr. Maxwell H, Karp
4445 Moraga Avenue
Oakland, California 94611

JBC:sar
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CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
4445 MORAGA AVENUE

) / o[’ /; Maswell H Kasp

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 924611
TELEPHONE 658-1456

July 6, 1965

The Honorable Lyndon Baines Johnson
President of the United States

The White House

Washington, 25,

D. C.

Your Excellency;

Those of us who supported your candidacy
in the elections of 1960 and 1964 because we believed your
professions of an America with justice for all, view with
alarm your recent nominations of former Mississippl Governor
James P, Coleman and Federal District Judge Homep Thornberry
of Texas to the two vacancies on the nine-judge Fifth Circult
Court of Appeals.

The Fifth Circult is a key court in the adjudication

of clvil rights cases arising in the states of Georgla, Texas,
Florida, Alabama, Loulsiana and Mississippi. During the past
decade, the supporters of civil rights have held a 5 to 4 edge
in this court, and were thus able to bring a degree of Jjustice
in this region., If your nominations to the Fifth Circult are
approved by the United States Senate the pro-segregationists
will hold a 5 to 4 majority in thls court,

The rabid segregationist position heretofore taken by
former Governor James P. Coleman and the lukewarm support on
questions of civil rights shown by Federal District Court
Justice Homer Thornberry convince us that, in splte of the
new civil rights legislatlon so ardently proposed by you, all
civil rights legislation will be nullified in this area 1if
these nominations are afflrmed.

We urge you to withdraw both these nominations,

Very truly yours,

e __/ i

/// ’?4/ sl S ’E’ 27

well H. Karp.T—/
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July 29, 1965

Dear Mr. Marshall:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman,

7 .

Please be assured it was only after very
careful considera that the President made

this selection, is confident that in the
months ahead r Coleman will demon-
strate his suitability for this post.

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton

Staff Assistant

to the President

A
Mr. Robert J. Marshall
327 South La Salle Street
Chicago, Illinois 60604

JBC:sar
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ILLINOIS
SYNOD

OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

327 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET
o CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604
o ¢ AREA CODE 312—427-6060

|77, o< July 8, 1965

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20025

Sir:

While it is not my custom to question the judgment of
men in high position since their information is much more com-
plete than mine, I must register a disappoitment at your nomi-
nating the Honorable J. B. Coleman, former governor of the
state of Mississippi, for the judgeship of the Fifth Circuit Court.
In view of Governor Coleman's record, I cannot be very optimistic
about the judgments he will render in this important circuit. I
wish it were possible for you to reconsider the appointment since
it is likely to leave a blot on the noble record you have made in
the matter of civil rights. Your leadership of the nation has been
so commendable that this action seems completely out of har-
mony.

My prayers are with you as you bear the stupendous
demands of your high office.

Sincerely,

Robert/J. Marshall

RIM/1g
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July 29, 1965

Dear Mrs. Jordan:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P. Coleman,

Please be assured that it was only after very
careful considera ‘that the President made
this selection, and he is confident that in the
months ahead Governor Coleman will demon-
strate his suitability for this post.

Sincerely,

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

¥
Mrs. Camille Jordan

2235 California
Mountain View, California

JBC:sar
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THE PRESIDENT
THE WHITE HOUSE
THE APPOINTMENT OF GOVERNOR COLEMAN A SEGREGATIONIST TO A FEDERAL
JUDGESHIP IS SHOCKING AND HORRIFYING
MRS CAMILLE JORDAN 2235 CALIFORNIA MOUNTAIN VIEW CALIF,
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July 29, 1965

Dear Mr. Green:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments cm.rnlal the appoluham
of Governor Jame

it was only after very
hat the President made
he /is confident that in the

por Coleman will demon«
v for this post.

Please be assured th

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

X
Myr. Percy Green

5149 Lexington
St. Louis, Missouri

JBC:sar
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THE PRESIDENT
- THE WHITE HOUSE
GIVEN THE SEGREGATIONIST AN ANTI-NEGRO STAND TAKEN BY EX-GOVERNOR
COLEMAN WE OPPOSE HIS NOMINATION AS CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE. WE
FEEL THAT POSITIONS OF THIS IMPORTANCE SHOULD BE FILLED BY
SOMEONE WHOSE RECORD IS CLEAR INCLUDING THE POSSIBILITY OF ONE OF
THE SEVERAL QUALIFIED NEGRO JURISTS IN MISSISSIPPI

RICHARD BURKE CHAIRMAN OF LAWRENCE CORE,



July 29, 1965

Dear Mr. Lewis:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman,

Flease be assured it was only after very
careful considera that the President made

this selection, is confident that in the
months rnor Coleman will demon-
strate his ty for this post.

Sincerely,

John B. Clinton

Staff Assistant

to the President

Mr. Everett )ISMI
601 West 120th Street
Los Angeles, California

JBC:sar




WAO12 NL PD 7 EXTRA
LOS ANGELES CALIF 11

THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE WOUSE :
MR PRESIDENT YOUR VOTING RIGHTS SPEECH GAVE ME A FEELING OF PRIDE
AND I MAD NEVER FELT BEFORE AS AN AMERICAN NEGRO THEN
YOU APPOINT COLEMAN TO THIS IMPORTANT COURT SHALL WE REALLY OVERCOME
NOT THIS WAY MR, PRESIDENT

EVERETT LEVIS 601 WEST 120 ST LOS ANGELES,



July 29, 1965

Dear Miss Borough:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman.

for this post.

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

X
Miss Madeleine Borough
5141 Dahlia Drive
Los Angeles 41, California

JBC:sar




(V/ _ 514/ Dum D
// //«3 ﬂ//('/ /ﬂ ﬁv@;ﬁjﬂ;éﬁfj Joo%
T fwﬁf& ffetinies

s, %M

—

QMMWWQWL
Mm ¢wmﬁﬁmim
2//%& )Lo?'z‘-uv.! P 75’&_ L
MM/W, IWW‘M4@
ci‘e.'z;f W%WW
Cor

5 = s



Cand

NI S

= 70?4? 47hnz
W
w ,...JIJ Q) N th.d#:ﬁl
gl rngt e Y { ..r..nf.ﬂ..lul 4
o S s, . ] = S . #%Eélﬂvﬁ.
| ey X7 ¥
ABA g <sveX ﬂﬁ#«.ﬂl@

9 © o el Vﬂi.m.«lr V
{2 n,..,r..rh S et A ZHMﬁ .ﬂknﬁlﬁi.x).DV

Aﬁ?.fn.jv&‘.. P
T
k,ﬁﬂm.ﬁ,iit ey o HOEET S .
<Ks % a«ﬁxﬂl éj..ﬂ &*
AN rh—hl.i aas
Wy v

-

SN P .
Qb /ru

gfizl ) 4_. w
,_ rfl o T, RN o
B W M, A /1&,42 3 ;MW.-
..M.laﬁ.d, SA TS =, C W
= Ot ..lA.A. 2 3% W ta N tjﬁldn
g ?ﬁ&%w:,vy.vlﬂ e

!,ﬁ._ N KPZH \ASrires
AT m TR

- t.r:xi.l

zﬁuﬂ..? 9. xrﬁuqfnﬂ,

ot SO I S aﬁfﬁ AR
L V ..JLA.,.J#; ....J;Li

& o)

AN



July 29, 1965

Dear Dr. Levy:

For the Fresident, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P. Coleman.

t it was only after very
that the President made

Please be assured
careful consider

this selection, is confident that in the
months rnor Coleman will demone-
strate his for this post.

Sincerely,

John B. Clinton

Staff Assistant

to the President

A
Dr. Albert Levy
2054 Waycross Road
Fremont, California

JBC:sar




2/ _ 2054 Waycross Road
/ Fremont, California

fH ’/ 4 ;/ /? J 7/8/65

President Lyndon B. Johnson
The White House
'r\fa.Shirl.F,tOﬂ, D. Gl

Dear Mr. President:

I respectfully submit that your aprointment of James T.
Coleman to the Fifth Circuit Court of Aoneals is not simply
an affront to the Negro American (and if approved will greatly
retard the achiewement of his basic rishts), but makes a mock-
ery of those concepts of Freedom and Brotherhood that we would
like to feel are foundation stones of owr Democracy,

I urge you to rescind this nomination,

Respectfully subm:.tted,

Albert Levy, M. D, L£7/

i
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July 29, 1965

Dear Mrs. Van Allen:

For the President, I want to acknowledge

your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, eman,

John B. Clinton
Staff Asgsistant
to the President

X
Mrs. Ottilie Van Allen
Box 45
Eagleville, Pennsylvania 19433

JBC:sar
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July 29, 1965

Dear Mrs. Bridgeforth:

For the President, I want to acknowledge

your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James F, Coleman.

FPlease be assured it was only after very
careful considera that the President made
this selection, is confident that in the
monthe ahead rnor Coleman will demon-
strate his suitability for this post.

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Mrs, Neodros éﬂdgd@ﬂh
601 West 120th Street
Los Angeles, California

JBC:sar
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THE PRESIDENT
THE VHITE WOUSE
IT IS A BAD COMMENTARY ON THE SUCCESS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY
IF VE MUST ACCEPT THE FACT THAT IN THE WHOLE STATE OF
MISSISSIPPI NO PERSON FULLY QUALIFIED FOR THE POST OF
FEDERAL JUDGE CAN BE FOUND WITH NORE MORAL CHARACTER AND SENSE OF
DECENCY AND JUSTICE THAN MR COLEMAN IF ONE CANNOT BE FOUND
189 YEARS AFTER ADOPTING THE BILL OF RIGHTS MAY GOD






July 29, 1965

Dear Mrs. Ferguson:

For the President, I want to acknowledge

your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman.

t it was only after very
that the President made
is confident that in the

Please be assured
careful consider
this selection,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

X
Mrs. Charlotte Ferguson
5131 Woodlawn Boulevard

Los Angeles, California

JBC:sar
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VAO17 NL PD 7 EXTRA
LOS ANGELES CALIF 12

THE PRESIDENT

THE VHITE WOUSE
IF DEMOCRACY IS TO SUCCEED AS A VAY OF LIFE, WE MUST MAKE IT
A TRUE FACT, THE APPOINTMENT TO THE FIFTM CIRCUIT COURT OF MR,
COLEMAN WHOSE PAST RECORD PROVES DISBELIEF IN THE PLEDGE OF
FREEDOM AND JUSTICE FOR ALL, DOES NOT PROMOTE A
REALIZATION OF OUR PLEDGE

MRS CHARLOTTE FERGUSON 5131 WOODLAWN BLVD LOSA.



Dear Miss Lavare:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your cormments concerning the appointment

of Governor James F. Coleman.
/

FPlease be assured that it was only after very
careful consideration that the President made

ﬂ" is confident that in the
months ah.a overnor Coleman will demon-
strate his suitability for this post.

Sincerely,

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

X
Miss Ruth Lavare
372 North 10th Strest
San Jose, California
|
JBC:sar ¥
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Dear Mrsg, Petersen:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman.

Please be assured : it was only after very
careful considera that the President made

this selection, is confident that in the
months ahead r Coleman will demon-
strate his sui for this post.

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton

Staff Assistant

to the President

X
Mrs. Kathryn Petersen

531 Moraga Highway
Orinda, California

JBC:ltd

p
.

Reni B . .

i

AT

E——




fidy 3

g Mies | 2wl

(] } -t

531 Moraga Highway
Orinda, Calif,
June 6, 1965

President Johnson
The White House
Washington D, C.

Dear President Johnson:

I have been informed that you are considering the
appointment of former Governer Coleman as 5th
Circuit Court Judge. I earnestly implore you not
to make this appointment of one who would surely not
be impartial especially as to matters concerning race.
The Negro in the south has been denied even simple
justice for so long, let us know slap him in the

face with such an appointment,

Thank you.
- .4")_)

7 LE S AP

(Mrs) Kathrmpn Pdtersen

1l e
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July 29, 1965

Dear Mr. Seyfert:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman.

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

X

The Reverend Warren Seyfert
Post Office Box 242
Lincoln, Illinois 62656

JBC:1td

W




St. John United Church of Christ

Seventh and Maple Streets, Lincoln, Illinois 62656 _

ill r‘J p
Warren Seyfert, Pastor, P.0. Box 242 .
Telephone (217) 732-4431 July 10, 1965

" JThe President
The White House
washington, D. C.

Mr, President:

Along with many other Americans, I deeply appreciate the strong
leadership you have given in the area of civil rights, VYour forthright
position has been a real inspiration especially to those of us in the
Church,

If my information is correct, I understand that you have subnitted
to the Senate Judiciary Committee the name of J. B, Lulc“"n, former
governor of Mississippi, for approval as Judge o; xhe 'l_uﬂ Lchvli Court

It is my impression that as Judge of that Court he would be the one
who would hear many of the actions brought for enforcement of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964,

Somehow I find this Ltlcul“r sele c»wnﬂ d_¢;1cv11 to m.dr'~ stand,
hile many of us do not know ir. Coleman pcrsonally, he nas been a symbol

e

of opposition to racial justice and the struggle for civil rights., In
view of the positions he took while governor of Mississippi, I find it
difficult to see how he could render fair judsments in this crucial area.

One of the disturbing factors about many Southern leaders is not that
one cuestions their personal ability or integrity, but rather that their
environmental conditioning appears to predetermine their judgments on
racial questions, Happily, this is not true of all leaders in the South.

I seriously doubt if many of us would guestion this appointment to some
other judgeship or position of responsibility.

In the light of his past attitudes, efforts, and actions, it would
seem that as citizens concerned for the civil rights of all Americans,
we might justifiably question the selection of this particular person for
this particular wos'tfaﬁ. Certainly it - would seem that the Courts must
De the one place where all Americans can be confident of recei iving justice,

I have communicated my concern to Senmators Douglas and Virksen and
respecifully request, Mr, President, your reconsideration of this
appointment,


https://Colcr.,2.11
https://inform:::..ti
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Dear Mr, and Mrs. Luthy:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P. Coleman.

Please be assured it was only after very
careful consideration that the President made
this selection, and he |is confident that in the

months ahead r Coleman will demon-
strate his suita r this post.
Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Luthy
2 Del Valle
Orinda, California

JBC:ltd
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July 29, 1965

Dear Mr. Grodin:

For the President, I want to acknowledge

your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P. Coleman.

Please be assured that it was only after very
careful considera that the President made

this selection, is confident that in the
months ahead Coleman will demon-
strate his suitability for this post.

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton

Staff Assistant

to the President

Mr. Joseph R. é’oﬂn

1035 Russ Building
San Francisco, California

JBC:ltd




June 2, 1965

The President

United States of America
The White House
Washington, D,C.

Re: Appointment to Fifth Circuit
Court of Appeals

Mr. President:

As a practicing attorney and a participant in the
current statutory challenge to seating of the Mississippi
Congressional delegation, I take grave exception to your
proposed appointment of ex-Mississippl Governor Coleman to
the bench of the Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit of
the United States.

The federal courts of the United States are now
faced with the serious responsibility of interpreting and
enforcing laws affecting the civil rights of millions of
Negro Americans. A special responsibility is borne in this
regard by the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, for to its
Justices come the major portion of those civil rights cases
emanating out of the Southern United States.

Your recent pronouncements on the subject of
civil rights have evidenced a concern for human dignity and

justice which must not be diverted by any misguided spirit
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The President
June 2, 1965
Page Two

of compromise.. It is my conviction, from personal experience
in the very challenge which ex-Governor Coleman has chosen to
defend on behalf of the Mississippi delegation, that he does
not possess that quality of judicial impartiality concerning
race relations which is necessary in any court, but which is
indispensable in the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. I
strongly urge that you reconsider his appointment, choosing
instead a man for whom fulfillment of the oath of office would

prove less inconsistent with his previous public life.

Sincerely yours,

Qrm/e £ 0 i

Signature

\D&t}”ﬁ; /- C-}QUD)N

Name

LD Affju S8 Fﬂg lég_f

Address



Dear Miss Stevens:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P. Coleman.

Please be assured
careful considera
this selection,
months ahead r Coleman will demon-

t it was only after very

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Miss Mary L. g{ow

2057 Berkeley Way
Berkeley, California

JBC:1td
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July 29, 1965

Dear Miss Vittor:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P. Coleman,

Please be assured that it was only after very
careful considera that the President made
this selection, and s confident that in the

months ahead r Coleman will demon-
strate his for this post.
Sincerely,

Jﬂm Bn Clllltoa
Staff Assistant
to the President

Miss Marilyn éittor
Apartment 315

1456 University Terrace
Ann Arbor, Michigan

JBC:sar
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A/4;y v Lb, 757 1456 University Terrace, Apt. 315
& )l ﬂi. s Ann Arbor, Mich,

A jﬂ July 7, 1965

The President

The White House

Washington 25, D,C,

Dear Mr, Johnson,

When I learned of the appointment of a leading segregatbiionist,:’
James Coleman, to the important Fifth Cireuit Court of Appeals, I was both
surprised and dismayed. i ﬁ‘l g P al

In my mind, judges should be biased only in favor of “faiy)pley, decency,
and justice, Mr, Coleman does not qualify,

&n article I read on Mr, Coleman stated this, "In 1956, when a Negro
school teacher, Clennon King, attempted to register at the University of Mississippi,
Coleman, then governor, had him committed to a state mental institution. In 1955,

he said that as long as he was governor, "no Negro will ever enter the white schools
of this state,"

Also, the Migsissippi Freedom Demoeratic Party, a group which appears
to have validity, has stated that Coleman made legel the Mississippi State
Sovereignty Commission, a group which, they charge, puts state funds into
segregationist groups.

How could such a man have been appointed to this position?
In light of some pretty demaging reports concerning the
segregationist activities of Mr, Coleman, I urge you to do what you can to see that

a hater of civil rights is not put in a position, such as the Fifth
Circuit Court of Appeals, where he can generate harm,

Sincerely,
’zzZ:;yn Vittor

P,S, I have sent a copy of this letter to my state senator,
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July 29, 1965

Dear Mr, Rosen:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P. Coleman,

- :

Please be assured it was only after very

careful conside that the President made
this selection, is confident that in the
months ah rnor Coleman will demon-
strate his for this post,

Bluardy.

John B, Clinton

Staff Assistant

to the President

X
Mr, Willilam M., Rosen

7415 Byron Avenue
Miami Beach, Florida 33141
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President Johnson,
The White Hpuse

Washington, D.C.
.||l

A9t e 1 2l
Re:Governor Coleman.Grave %iqtakgtnomina%ing him.

Should be withdrawn.

Dear President Jghnson:

Sometimes, somehow, somewhere...we &8ll make
mistakes.I honestly believe that you made one when you nominated Gov.

Coleman to be a Judge of the Appeals Court. The past record of Gov.

Coleman clearly shows that he is anti-jewish, anti-megme Negro.

It doesn't take much to find out how brutal this

man handled his fellow-men(the Negwoes) in Msississippi.For this reason

alone you should not have ndaminated him.

The people Coleman will have to deal with most
surely won't have any confidence in him.Mr.Presidemt, please do the

right thing:Withdraw the name of Gov.Coleman to be a Judge of the
Appeals Court.

Mpst Slncerely,

Miasi

William M.Rosen
Voter in the 59th Dist.
7415 Byron Ave.

T=7=65 Miami Beach, Plorida 33141



THE WHITE HOUSE

Juu 3 5 35PM°5
RECEIVED



July 29, 1965

Dear Myr. and Mrs. Laison:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman.

Please be assured that it was only after very
careful considera that the President made
is confident that in the

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

)(
Mr. and Mrs. Gary B, Laison
Route 1

Nazareth, Pennsylvania
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..___u/{\' Nazareth, Pa.

President Lyndon B. Johnson
White House

Washington, D.C.
Dear President Johnson:

We find it very strange indeed, that vou should
gay _you are in favor of the Voting Rights Bill and then
appeint former governor Coleman to the Fifth Circuit

Court of snneals where he will be in a _p osition.fo
u—..—-—-—""'“‘"
comnletelv nulllfy the Bill. And after appeinting GColeman,

Tou .,umt,est that there is no longer a need for demonstrations!
If, by appbinting Colemen, you change the present 5 to 4
structure of the Court to 5 to 4 in favor of segregation,

the Voting Rights Bill will be useless. I am sure you
already know this. With Coleman making a majority for
segregation and with an end to demonstrations, perhaps you
hope everybody uill ‘rget there ig any problem whatsoever?
To call for an &l ’Gmdeﬁ_ns-trations for voting rights,

after appointi olgnango that important Court, is merely
an act of hypocxﬂ‘!xy. &’h%ctual appointment is a good deal

worseg g !
N h Sincerely,

Wi & Piiy. M Dol

« ‘and Mrs. ( "
I*,Ir__ 3 Mi Ga}v/B Laison

e
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July 29, 1965

Dear Mrs. Goldman:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P,

Please be assured that it was only after very
careful considera that the President made
this selection, and he is confident that in the
months ahead Coleman will demon-
strate his Mtzrty r this post.

7
-

Singerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

-

Mrs, May éoldmu

1750 Silverwood Terrace
Los Angeles 26, California
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o // q//"*/ Mus. May Goldman

ﬂ/ 4 { eff/ 17%0 Siloerarood Tenrace
T a Los Angeles 26, Calif.
July 2, 1965.
Pres. Lynden B. Jehnsen,

The White House,
Washingten, D.C.

l

Dear Mr. Prssident:

I was shecked by your appointment ef Nr.
James Coleman te the all-impertant Fifth vir-
cuit Ceurt of Appeals. It is hardly consist-
ent with yeur fight for civil rights, and in
the face of an effert now being made te un-
seat the five segrgationist cengressmen frem
Mississippl as net being truly representative
of all the citizens of that state,

Even Rep. Den Edwards has said ef this ap=-
peintment: "It is irenic that at the very peint
that the Americen government and the people
have taken steps te eradicate segregation frem
this country, the American President should ap-
peint te the court a man cemmitted te frustrating
the will of the peeple and the human rights to

~ gUeranteed te every man, regardless of race".

“~ _In 1956, I understand that lir. Coleman,
then governer of Mississippi, had a negre teacher,
Clennen King, committed te a state mental in-
séditution because he attempted te register at
the University of Mississippi. 1In 1955 he said
that as leng as he was geverner, "ne negre will
guer enter the white schools of this state,"
- This is the man yeu appeinted te such a
pesitien in six racist statesl! Can you blame the
conscientious citizen for questiening your sin-
carety?

(Mrs.) May Geldman
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Jaly 29, 1965

Dear Mr. Galloway:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the nomination
of Governor James P. Coleman.

Please be assured that it was only after vdry
careful consideration that the President mda
this selection, and he is cpr
months ahead Governor Colerfian will demon-
strate his suitabilit A

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Editor
Alumni Publications

% University of Oklahoma

Norman, Oklahoma
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UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA ASSOCIATION

Independent Organization of Graduates & Former Students
ALUMNI DEVELOPMENT FUND + SOONER MAGAZINE

7/ Norman, Oklabona
St July 2, 1965

President Lyndon B. Johnson
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear President Johnson:

Your decision to appoint James P. Coleman to the
Court of Criminal Appeals is astonishing, and, I
must add, disgusting.

I hope you will reconsider this appointment and
take a step forward instead of backward.

i cerezt
Paul Gallowyay

Editor, Alfémni Publicatfjons
University of Oklahoma
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July 29, 1965

Dear My, Shull:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor Jame '

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

X
Mr. Leon Shull
National Director
Americans for Democratic Action (on env.- 1223 Conn. Ave. N.W.)
Washington, D.C. 20036 re-mailed - 8/20/65
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July 30, 19685

President Lyndon B. Johnson
White House

Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr, President:

I am vigorously opposed to your recent appointment of James
P, Coleman to the Fifth Cirecuit Court of Appeals. I was shocked
and~dilsmayed that you should appoint a former governor of
Missisgippi, an avowed segregationist, to any important position,
let alone to a Federal judgeship in the district where the main
struggle\ for democracy is being fought., This is a direct slap in the

face of the Negro people who are courageously fighting for their
civil-rights.

I request that in your subsequent appointments of individuals to
/positions of grave responsibility, a greater measure of consideration
be exércised by you and that, as your appointees, individuals be
selected who are more truly representative of the spirit of American

,E Mmocracy.

Respectfully yours,

}5 a/KmeI’Uw
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Gelorge“i’.. Reedy / 7?;*47-— Ked /2 ~f \

August 2, 1965

Dear J. P.:

You put your finger right on the basie
problem. The doctors tell me that if I
had gone barefoot all my life, I would
have no problems.

I do want you to know that your good wishes
meant much to me, especially as they came
from a man for whom I have a great deal

of admiration.

Best regards.,

Sincerely,

GEORGE

George E. Reedy
Press Secretary
to the President

*

Hon. James P. C
Ackerman, Migsissippi

ﬁ‘__“_ P
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Dear Governor:

The faith that I have in you has now been
reinforced by the Senate of the United A
I have no doubt but what you will fulfill your
duties with dignity and honor and skill.

Sincerely,

P
/

{

I -
LYHDON B. JOHRSON
Honorable James P, Coleman

Ackerman
Mississippi

LBJ:JV:ny
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

ROUTE SLIP

(To remain with correspondence)

T0: e M- Calwin Kytlay--Act bag-izector - Gomnmunity-Relaticas -Service e

Prompt handling is essential. Correspondence should be answered or other necessary action taken within 48
hours after arrival at the department or agency. If any delay is encountered, please telephone office of the

undersigned.

Please handle the attached correspondence as indicated below:
B Replyon behalfof the Prefidenk: vve ekttt VBRI SR L0 Jond o 0 8 e 4o b SO RIS ISy
B. Draft Fot presidential SIPNARILE . v« v inniimaiss sismeiv/ae saiasvoissia/isisln selosmes s

C. Draft for undersigned's SigRaure. va syt ol son walbiswiss daisia s s sas

D. Other:
(1) For background briefing on which to base reply from thisoffice . ...............

(2) For suitable acknowledgement or other appropriate handling ................ .4

(3) For your information

T e P e

(4) For comment

L e e S Y

aX

Furnish this office with a copy of your reply. Yes No
Return the original correspondence to this office. Yes No
REMARKS:

X

Fost card to dMr. George Reedy from Rosemary Redd, Department of
Agriculture, Washingten, D.C,, 7-2-05, regarding the appointment

ok J. 2% Coleman, and allegglag discrimination in an Alexaadria, Virginia

O/ GFO 16—T6420~1
irecti : Hobart Tavlys ¢ :
By direction of the/President: Hobaz visr, dr :

: Associate Counsel
7 to the President

RECEIVED
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August 6, 1965

Dear Mr. Stern:

For the President, 1 want to acknowledge
your comments conceriing the nomination
of Governor James P. Coleman.

Please be assured it was only after
very careful considera
President made this se

Sincerely,

/5
John B. Clinton

Staff Assistant
to the President

Mr. Edward Stern

47 Kearney
San Francisco, California
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