August 10, 1965

Dear My, Davis:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Colemar

Please be assured it was only after very

careful consideration that the President made
this selection, and hg i Tonfident that in the
months ahead 20r Coleman will demon-
strate his y for this post.

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

A
Myr. Perry Davis
157 East 81st
New York, New York 10028
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August 10, 1965

Dear Miss Coole:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, C¢

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

; &
Miss Margaret W, Coole

9 Pateluci FPlace
New York, New York 10011
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President Lyndon: B. Johnson
White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President: .

I am vigorously apposed to your recent appoint-
ment off James P. Coleman to the Fifth 5T?EETFE§33?t“*
of #ppeatsr—F-was-shoecked and dismayed that you
should appoint a former governor of Mississippi, an
avowed segregationist, to any important position,
let alone to a Federal judgeship in the district
where the main s truggle for democracy is being
fought. This is a direct slap in the face of the
Negro people who are courageously fighting for
their civil rights.

I request that in your subsequent appointments
of individuals to positions of grave responsibility,
a greater measure of consideration be exercised by
you and that, as your appointees, individuals be
selected who are more truly representative of the
spirit of American democracy.

Respectfully yours,

“Mer }(u/u 7 b Cosrt
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August 10, 1965

Dear Miss Johnson:

For the President, I want to acknowledge

strate his suitability for this post.

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

x
Miss Gwendolyn Z. Johnson

Apartment 11-E
185 West End Avenue

New York 23, New York
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August 10, 1965

Dear Mrs. Burnstein:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James F. Co

Please be assured that it was only after very

the President made
strate his suitability for this post.

Sincerely,

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Mrs, Idaénutdn
618 North Hayworth
Los Angeles, California
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Los Angeles, Calif
Dear President Jolmson: e " 3

Your appointment of James P, Coleman to the U,S,

* Sth, Circuit Court of Appeals, is an affront and an
insult to the Negro people in the South, and to all
American people of good will,

James P, Coleman is an avowed segregationist, As
Governor of Mississippi he has failed to uphold the
law to desegregate the public schools there,

I grpeal to you as a loyal American’ to reconsider
the sppointment of James P, Coleman, 4

Respactf:zly yours,
e
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August 10, 1965

Dear Mrs, Adelstein:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Col

Please be assured that/it was only after very

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Mrl. J-\}Ai-d‘lm
9080 Wonderland Park Avenue
Los Angeles 46, California
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Los Angeles, (alif,

Dear President Johnson: :

Your agppointment of James P, Coleman to the U,S,
Sth, OGircuit Court of Azpeals, is an affront and ar
insult to the Negrc people in the South, and to all
American people of good will,

James P, Coleman iz an avowed segregationist, Ac
Governor of Mississlppi he has failed to uphoid the
law to descgregate the public schools there,

I appeal to you as a loyal American to reconcics:
the appointment of James P, Coleman, i




August 10, 1965

Dear Miss Share:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James F.

Flease be assured that
careful consideration
this selection, and he is

t was only after very
the President made

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Miss Jan Share
23900 Malibu Road
Malibu, California
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August 10, 1965

Dear Mr. Klein:

For the President, 1 want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P. Coleman,

Please be assured that mmtyaﬁuvcry

this selection, and he is the
months ahead Governor will demon-
strate his suitability s post,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Mr, H. A:x!ﬂ.h

99 Malibu Colony
Malibu, California 90265
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August 10, 1965

Dear Mrs. Powell:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman.

this selection, and he is that in the
months ahead Go demon-
strate his suil

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

X
Mrs. Alice Powell
24554 Malibu Road
Malibu, California
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August 10, 1965

Dear Miss Hart:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman.

Please be assured it was only after very
careful consideration the President made
this selection, and that in the
months ahead r Coleman will demon-
strate his for this post,

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Miss Jean E.>l<-hrt
Apartment 1

349 East Empire
San Jose, California
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August 10, 1965

Dear Dr. Ripple:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman,

Please be assured that it was only after very

strate his suitability for this post.

Sincerely,

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

) 4
Dr. Charles D, Ripple
390 Edlee Avenue
Palo Alto, California
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Dr. Charles D. Ripple
390 Edlee Avenue
Palo Alto, California—

July 12, 1965

President Johnson
The White House
Washington D.C. 20510

Dear President Johnson:

I greatly admire the stand which you took on eivil rights
soon after your election. However, I feel that your recent
nomination of Joseph P. Coleman to a judgeship in the

fifth United States Circuit Court of Appeals is in marked
contrast to the forward-looking program on which you had
embarked. I would strongly request the withdrawal of this
individual's nomination so that progress in civil rights
will be aided, not impeded.

Sincerely,

Cled, & Hgel

Charles D. Ripple,Ph,.D,
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August 10, 1965

Dear Miss Croughan:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Miss Kathleen N.)i:m;hm
7 Egtates Drive
Novato, California
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President Lyndon Johnson
The White House
Washington, DeCe

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing in regards to your actions as Commander in Chief of
the Armed Forces and as President of the United States with the
power to appoint federal judges and influence legislation.

I am wondering if you might seriously take a stand for peace in Viet
Nam, and if you might truly carry through our country's support of
political self-determination in both South Viet Nam and the Dominican
Republic. In both countries the use of force by our country is a dis=-
credit to our political and social ideals of human dignity. I would
suggest that you look at the reasons for your actions taken in Viet
Nam and in the Dominican Republic, and consider whether they are
appropriate to your purposes. I question war in any situation; but
I especially question your principle that offensive military action
from an intervening country can stop an idea (Communism) or establish
a self-determined government.

I would suggest that you stop our offensive measures being taken in
Viet Nam now, that our forces remain only as protection for elections
that might be arranged in South Viet Nam, that the government chosen in
South Viet Nam be protected,by defensive measures only,from terrorist
opposition and that it be prevented from murdering its opposition, and
that, finally, our diplomats strive to unite all of Viet Nam under a
single self-determined government, whether it be our kind of democracy
or a Soviet kind. I would suggest that we allow elections in the
Dominican Republic immediately, that whamever is elected be allowed

to govern without our help or military intervention, and that our
military troops be withdrawn immediately.

Your appointment of Mr., James Coleman to a federal judgeship able

to review cases involving civil rights workers in the Southeastern
states can only be an indication to me of your intention to discourage
integration work in all states. In the tragic racial situation of our
country, to do nothing is detrimental to our country's reputation and
harmful to our country's citizens as a whole., Positive, enforced legis-
lation is the only way constitutional and social rights will be obtained
by minority groups in our country.

I camot help but note the main connection between these two situations
of which our country'sspresident is the main factor: the discrepancy
between your speeches and your actions. This discrepancy is a mockery
of my intelligence, and I resent your emphasis on public opinion polls
as indicators that what you are doing in both domestic and foreign
policies is the best our country can produce in the course of history.
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Thank you for your interest. I only hope that you can understand my
position as an American citizen who must be responsible for actions

taken by my government which I neither endorse nor would ever agree
to personally.

Siycerely yours,

Kathleen M. Croughan

7 Estates Drive
Novato, California



August 10, 1965

Dear Miss Teixeira:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman,

Please be assured that it was only after very
careful consideration th :
thiladocﬁm.udh thtlathc

months ahead Go

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Secretary, Santa Clara
County COPE (AFL-CIO)

45 Santa Teresa Street

San Jose, California
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Commitiee on Political Education
of Santa Clara County

45 Santa Teresa Street
San Jose, California .
July 14, 1965

President Lyndon B. Johnson
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear President Johnson:

At the last meeting of our Santa Clara County COPE (AFL-CIO),
we voted unanimously to express to you our astonishment and
outrage at your appointment of James P. Coleman to the Fifth
Circuit Court of Appeals.

The impact of your action comes as a slap in the face to the
aspirations of the labor movement and to the long-denied Negro
people of our Tand.

Former Governor Coleman could not have been a "moderate" and
still have had the opportunity to fill every constitutional
office in his home state of Mississippi. He was the legal
source of most of the unconstitutional state Tegislation which
has so effectively barred the Negroes of his state from the
ballot box. He has publicly disclaimed the title, "moderate"
taking, instead, the appellation "successful segregationist.”

We must judge a man by his words and actions. As Governor of
Mississippi, he did all in his power to block the school dese-
gregation decision of the U.S. Supreme Court. He was instru-
mental in handing over $163,000 to the infamous White Citizens'
Council, a group whose avowed aim is to "preserve the integrity
of the white race." The man is no more suited to sitting on
the Federal bench than were the Roman Tions suited to judging
the early Christians who were thrown to them. If this appoint-
ment is confirmed, it will be 1ike throwing the Negroes of the
South to the lions; they will have no more reason to have
confidence in the judiciary than could the early Christians
have confidence in the lions. If Sheriff Raney of Neshoba
County, Miss. had been the man you named, we could not feel
greater outrage.

We urge you to reconsider and rescind the appointment. We are
loathe to think of what may result if the Negroes of the South
find that they can have absolutely no confidence in our Court
system. The only answers left to them would be to take their

-continued-
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President Lyndon B. Johnson Page Two

very real problems into the streets to find solutions,
and those solutions may not be arrived at with continued
nonviolence on their parts.

Very truly yours,
kV/yQ“““ ./y :

C \'ﬂ.\kv \_)Z(\’ B

Betty eixeigZ{‘Secrg?Ery

SANTA CLARA COUNTY COPE (AFL-CIO)

BTh
oteu29(afl-cio)



August 10, 1965

Dear Mrs. Klein:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman.

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Mrs. M., é.dn

99 Malibu Colony
Malibu, California

JBC:dhl
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August 10, 1965

Dear Mrs. Moreland:

For the President, I want to acknowledge

your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman.

Please be assured that lit was only after very
careful consideration esident made

strate his suitability for this post.

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

\

Mrs. Eleanor Moreland
3243 88th Street
Jackson Heights, New York 11369

JBC:dhl




President Lyndon: B. Johnson
White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

I am vigorously opposed to your recent appoint-
ment of James P. Coleman to the Fifth Circuit Gourt
of Appeals. I was shocked and dismayed that you
should appoint a former governor of Mississippi, an
avowed segregationist, to any important position,
let alone to a Federal judgeship in the district
where the main s truggle for democracy is being
fought. This is a direct slap in the face of the
Negro people who are courageously fighting for
their civil rights.

I request that in your subsequent appointmenta
of individuals to positions of grave responsibility,
a greater measure of consideration be exercised by
you and that, as your appointees, individuals be
selected who are more truly representative of the
spirit of American democracy.

Respectfully yours,

(100 Elsrrrs Wirrihesd_

FaonEe
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August 10, 1965

Dear Mr, Graff:

For the President, I want to acknowledge

your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James F. Coleman.

strate his suitability for this post.

Sincerely,

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

The Reverend Albert E, Graff
317 West Second Street
Dixon, Illinois

JBC:dhl
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o First Christian Church

‘-.l"-'n" 123 HENNEPIN AVENUE
L 1 DIXON, ILLINDIS

ALBERT E. GRAFF, PABTOR CHUREH PHONE
317 W. SEconD 5T, = | 8 283-2822
} (1]
PHOMNE 2B2-7301

1 &

President Lyndon B. Johnson
Whitehouse
Washington, D.C.

July 14, 1965
Dear Mr. President:

As a minister representing my own congregation, my brotherhood
and the National Council of Churches, I recently participated
in a civil rights march in Jackson, Mississippi. I was arrested
and placed in jail. As my time in Jackson pregressed, I
learned to my horror of the systematic and deliberate attempts
to physically and economically and legally intimidate the

Negro into 'keeping his place.' I personally saw, heard and
experienced some of this physical and mental harassment.

One of the realities which disturbed and disgusted me most
was the process of justice in this state. I learned that
U.S. District Judge Harold Cox has had his decisions on

civil rights cases repeatedly reversed when they were finally
forced into a higher court. In the meantime all kinds of
delaying tactics are used to circumvent justice, to see that
the rulings of the southern court be complementary to the
white man's supremecist ideology.

Now I have just been informed that you recently appointed

J.P. Coleman to another federal court judgeship. I regret I
must say I am appalled. Surely, it is not unknown to

you Mr. Coleman's quite public expressions of his segregationist
stance. How can such a man as this serve the justice of the
people as expressed in the Constitution of the United States?
With all due respect for the time you have at your disposal,

I ask you please to justify to me this appointment. What
reasons could warrant it?

Sincerely yours,

gt o
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August 10, 1965

Dear Mrs. Huttman:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P,

Please be assured that it was only after very
careful consideration
this selection, s confident that in the
months ahead Coleman will demon~
strate his suitability for this post.

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

X
Mrs,. Elizabeth Huttman

Shelter Island, New York

JBC:dhl
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August 10, 1965

Dear Mrs, Nelson:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments merdng the appointment
of Governor James P. Coler

Please be assured that it was only after very

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

<
Mrs, Carol H, Nelson

23959 Archwood Street
Canoga Park, California 91304
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July 13, 1965

President Johnson
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

The courts in the South are notorious for the way they disregard the human
rights of Negroes. In your appointment to the U.S. 5th Circuit Court of Appesals,
you had an opportunity to select a man known to be honorable in his treatment of
all the people in that area. Instead, you selected an ex=-governor of Mississippil

How can anyone "qualified" to be elected to an office in that berbaric state
be fit to hold a Federal judgeship? It is very hard for me to believe that James
Coleman could pander to the predjudices of Missippians for years while nurturing
in his heart a desire for equal justice for all. Either he lied to his former
constituents or he is lying to the Senate now.

Sincerely,
Mrs,., Carol H. Welson

23959 Archwood Street
Canoge Park, California 91304
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August 10, 1965

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Parker:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James F. Coleman,

Please be assured that {t was only after very
careful considera President made
this selection, confident that in the
months ahead Governor Coleman will demon-
strate his suitability for this post,

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

W
Mr. and Mrs. William E, Parker
5514 Zara Avenue
El Cerrito, California

( !‘; r..:._,.'}_f /, Lids ﬁdﬁ'/{ C/{’)
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551l Zara Ave.
El Cerrito, Calif.
July 13, 1965

The President
The White House
Viash ington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing in reg onse to a letter, "Off the Bench,"
appearing in the San Francisco Chronicle of this date. The
writers sign themselves as three zttorneys of that city.

They protest your mpmination of ex-Governor Coleman of
Mississippi to the Fifth Circuit Court of Apoveals of the U.5.
on grounds thet his "expressed views on civil rights issues
disqualify him for that office.”

4 person who is5 concerned with insuring civil rights to
all cannot ignore such & letter. I have no way of testing its
truth, but I can zsk you to consider the effects on civil rights
and the cause of democrazcy throughout the world if you should
lend the great prestige of your name to anyone who might fall far
short of your own efforts in that importznt field.

I am also writing Sens. Kurhel and Murphy, urging them to

weigh csrefully the appointment of Mr. Coleman to this high and
responsible post.

Yours very truly,

/(/4%% /%é’/dg

Willizm E. Parker

Betty W. Parler

/é,t? W %‘J@L/



August 10, 1965

Dear Miss McDade:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James F. Coleman.

Please be assured that it was only after very
careful consideration that the President made
this selection, and he
months ahead
strate his suitability for this post.

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Miss Dorothy McDade
1328 Main Street

Evanston, Illinois

JBC:dhl
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August 10, 1965

Dear Mr. Tierney:

For the President, I want to acknowledge

your comments concerning the appointment
of Governor James P, Coleman.

—

was only after very
President made

Please be assured that
careful consideration
this selection, and he is
months ahead Governor will demon-
strate his suitability

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

X
Mr. F, B, Tierney

2839 Noadeville Road
Malibu, California

JBC:dhl
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THESYNOD OF PENNSYLVANIA

OF THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

3040 MARKET STREET - CAMP HILL, PA, 17011 *® 737-0421

August 12, 1965

Mr. John B. Clinton

Staff Assistant to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Clinton:

Thank you for your note of July 22 acknowledging my comments concerning
the nomination of Governor James P. Coleman to the Fifth Circuit Court

of Appeals.

I am sure that the nomination was made only after careful consideration
by The President and I trust that his confidence that Governor Coleman

will demonstrate suitability for this post will be justified.

Thank you for your kindness in %:iting.
A4

' Sincerely,
’/;F' If,’r b . . ‘ ; . :
ol W e
/ /
F J. Frbderick MeKirachan

Executive Secretary
Commission on Religion and Race
JFMcK :rp



July 22, 1965

Dear Mr, McKirachan:

For the President, I want to acknowledge
your comments concerning the nomination
of Governor James P, Coleman,

Please be assured it was only after very
careful considera

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the Presgident

Mr., J. Fm)%cmum
Executive Secretary
Kcm-m on Religion and
Race of Pennsylvania
United Presbyterian Church
Camphill, Pennsylvania

JBC:hm




WAO73 pp 10 EXTRA
CAMPHILL PENN 25 1136A EDT

THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE
THE APPOINTMENT OF J P COLEMAN FORMER GOVERNOR OF MISSISSIPPI
TO THE FIFTH CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS IS A QUESTIONABLE WITNESS
TO THE GOOD WILL OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT,. TOWARD A NEW DAY
IN JUSTICE. GOVERNOR COLEMAN'S APPOINTMENT IS A SLAP IN THE FACE TO
RESPONSIBLE FORCES IN THE SOUTH AND RAISES GRAVE QUESTIONS CONCERNING
THE INTENTIONS OF THE ADMINISTRATION WITH REGARD TO CIVIL RIGHTS

I |
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August 17, 1965

Dear Mr. Young:

The President hap asked me to thank you
for your recent telegram, and I regret
the delay in aqglotlodsing it.

St
Your kind gpfis about the appointments
of Gover and Chairmen Roosevelt
vere very waéh appreciated. We are re-
ferring your recommendation of William
Oliver to Chairman Roosevelt for his
consideration, as the post of director
is under Yiis cognizance.

dent sends hie very best wishes.

C:/’ Bincerely,

i

John B. Clinton
Staff Agsistant
to the President

Mr, Charles L. Young
500 -~ 25th Street
Meridian, Mississippi

cce: Franklin D. Roosevelt
X sy IT.
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August 18, 1965

Dear Mr. Weir:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President
in which you expressed your views concerning the
nomination of Governor
United States Court of Appeals foy'the Fifth Circuit.
Please be assured that it was after careful
consideration that the President inated Governor
Coleman for this position.

The President is also conce the situation
in Jackson, and you may that it will receive
his close attention. /

™

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

The Reverend Thomas P, Weir
111 Fairmount Avenue X
Oakland, California

JBC:sft
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August 20, 1965

Dear Dr. Voigt:

Thank you for your recent correspondence in
which you thank the President for his persever-
ance on behalf of the Medicare Bill, which, as
you know, has now been signed.

Your views concerning the appointment of
Governor James P, Coleman are also appreci-
ated, Please be assured that it was only after
careful consideration that the President made
this selection, and he i¢ confident that in the
days ahead Governor Coleman will demonstrate
his suitability for this t.

With beet wishes,

Sincerely,

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Dr. David Q.‘LVoigt
112-A Mifflin Boulevard
Shillington

Reading, Pennsylvania

JBC:1td
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Dr.D. Voizt
112-A Mifflin Blvd

Shillington CADIp —— L
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President Lyndon B. Johnson
White House Mansion
Washington,D.C.



30 June '65
Dear Mr. President:

I write to mention two things. One, my
thenks for your perserverance on behalf o the
Medicere Bill --especially in the teeth of Sen.
Rassell's attempted ssbotage. Keep up the good
workqand strive for the final passage.

Secondly,I must protest bitterly the nominatix
of ex-Gov. Coleman of Miss to the Court of Appeals
This is much like naming Martin Bormanmn or some
ex-Nazi to the pBSti Pray,give gghnghmorei"Cox;

- litical debt wo e price o
Egggsa"éfggﬁ Plgra;;, ’gell Sen. EaQ\atlandpto pound
sand. \

y{jawﬂ;ﬂcg X4ﬁf&



September 2, 1965

Dear Mrs. Siegel:

For the President I want to acknowledge your
letter in which you expressed your views con-
cerning the seating of the Representatives of
Misesissippi and the appointment of Governor
James P. Coleman.
P =
Please be asxured that it was only after care-
ful consider that the President made this
selection, and he is confident that in the days

ahead Governor Coleman will demonstrate his
suitability for , post.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

r e

Mrs. J. Siegel

300 Beacon Street
Boston, Massachusetts

JBC:ltd
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September 3, 1965

Dear Mrs. Frake:

For the President I want to acknowledge your
recent card in which you expressed your views
concerning the appointment of Governor James P.
Coleman,

ease be assured that it was only after careful
consideration that the President made this selec-
» and he ie confident that in the days ahead
ernor Coleman will demonstrate his suitability
for this post.

Your comments concerning the Viet-Nam situation
are also appreciated. Thank you for your interest
in writing.

Sincerely,

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Mrs. C. O.*Fraka
1700 Purdue Avenue
Palo Alto, California

JBC:dhl
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September 3, 1965

Dear Father Nerin:

For the President I want to acknowledge your recent letter in
which you expressed your views concerning the appointment of
Governor James P. Coleman.

(
Please be assured it was only after careful consideration
that the President madg this selection, and he is confident that
in the days ahead Govegnor Coleman will demonstrate his
suitability for this %

May I also assure you that we do have commitments to the good
people of South Viet-Nam, and the President just does not see how
we can "withdraw and walk away' from these commitments, and
let those people fall under Communist rule, When the Communists
are ready to let the good Vietnamese people sleep peacefully at
night, and permit them to lead their lives in peace and freedom,
the President will be the first man in the country to cheer and to
strive for a peaceful settlement.

Sincerely,

Jobn B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

-+
The Reverend William F. Nerin
St. John the Baptish Catholic Church
Post Office Box 510
Edmond, Oklahoma

JBC:dhl
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June 23, 1965

Mr. Lyndon B. Johnson
President of the United States
White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

Two points: First, it was shocking to me to see you
appoint J. P, Coalman as Judge of the Fifth Circuit
Court. How long will this go on? This man's background
suggests some sort of sinister plot to obstruct all
justice in the South.

Second, I hope you are sincere in the Viet Nam support.
Heaven forbid if this is a build up to only prove '‘we
can't win" and thus withdraw. We did win in Korea and
we can win in Viet Nam as long as we are there to help
Asians become free.

Sincerely yours,
: <
Reverend Wm. F. Nerin
WFN/res

cc: Sen. Mike Monroney
ce: Sen. Fred Harris
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September 7, 1965

Dear Mr, Thorne:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President
in which you give him the benefit of your views
concerning the appointment of Governor James P.
g '

our comments and newspaper clippings concern-
the Vietnam situation are alsc appreciated. It
:lpful to the President as he carries out the
responsibilities of his office to have the thinking
of our citizens on matters of interest and concern
to the Nation, and he appreciates your taking the
time to write.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Mr, John E.W'I'horne
510 North Third Street
San Jose, California 95112

JC:plr
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JOHN E. THORNE

WILLIAM F. STANTOMN
ASSEMBLYMAN 257H DIST,

WiLLIAM H. CLOPTON

RICHARD W. HERZ

June 2-[ '] 965 HERBERT 8. STANEK
’

ELLIOT G. STEINBERG

President Lyndon B. Johnson
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

I have written to you on several occasions with regard
to Viet Nam.

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a couple of pictures
having been run in our local paper showing what the Viet
Nambwar is doing to human beings.

Mr. President, you simply have to stop this war. You
can't go on killing and maiming people this way.

I have also writéen to you with regard to your appointment
of the former governor of Mississippi to the United States
Court, Mr. Coleman. I have had no reply to my letters on
this from any of your staff, but I see by the paper you
are going ahead with that appointment.

I have worked Tong and hard for the Democratic Party. I
supported you in the last election. I have served as
Chairman of our County Democratic Central Committee, and
I presently serve as a member on that Committee, as well
as a member of our State Democratic Central Committee.
In addition, I am a member of the California Democratic
Council, and some of our Democratic clubs. I deal and
speak with persons who work for the Democratic Party in
the State of California practically all the time, and I
can assure you that these individuals and I will not be
able to support you nor the Democratic Party if it con-
tinues with policies seen in Viet Nam and Santo Domingo,

| and if you continue appointments such as that of Mr.

Coleman to the Federal bench.

L

3 Very truly yours,

\J

_ Py
John E. Thorne
JETvmh :
oteu29

ANd+arhmant
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A weepmg mother is shown (above) holdmg her chﬂd krlled in an air strlke'
that. preceded the recapture of Dong Xoai by South Vletna.mese rangers Al
banaged Vietnamese youngster (nght) cries as_she leps from post Where .
her parents were kl!led At least 150 c1vil.ia.ns, 300 guvemment. troops and 2




September 8, 1965

Dear Mr. Lomax:

For the President, I want to acknowledge your
letter concerning the appointments of Governor
James P, Coleman and Thurgood Marshall.

- ¥

ed that it was only after careful
conside on that the President made these
selec s, and he is confident that in the days
ahedd you will recognize the suitability of these
géntlémen for their posts.

Please

Your comments concerning the Vietnam situation
are also appreciated. Your thoughts are always
welcome.

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Mr. Almena Lomax
Editor-Publisher
X Tribune
4100 West Adams
Los Angeles, California 90008

JC:plr




Trzbune | E

A Magazine of Report, Opinion and Interpretation

Almena Lomax seesaBPPlr 1100 W, Adans
Bditor-Publisher ' Los Angeles, Califernia 30000

Phione 735-6027

July 13, 1965

President Lyndon L. Johnscn
White House
Washington, De C.

Dear Sir:

I have written in detail to Attorney General Nicholas Katzenbach,
‘protesting various public positions of his, taken, I am sure, to carry
out various policies of yours; so I shall not burden your office with a
repetition of them.

However, I should like to add my protests to the great number I
am sure you -are receiving against the nomination of Governor Coleman, of
‘\ Mississippi, to the federal appeals court. Making Thurgood Marshall solici-
tor general does not compensate for such a miscarriage.

I should also like to protest the war in Vietnam. Are you sure, lr,
“. President, that you are not Parry Goldwater in disguise?

You are disappointing your friends and comforting your enemies all
over the country. You must be in a terrible turmoil. Vo wonder you are short
tempered. I hate to say & because I had high hopes, but I don't think you
will replace the Lincoln Memorial.

Sincerely yours,

Tribune



September 15, 1965

Dear Mr. Marciano:

For the President I want to acknowledge your
recent letter in which you expressed your views
concerning the appointment of Mr. James P.

Please be assured that it was only after care~
consideration that the President made this
tion, and he is confident that in the days

Governor Coleman will demonstrate his

Sincerely,

| John B, Clinten
Staff Assistant
to the President

X
Mr. John D, Mareiano

272 Linwood Avenue
Buffalo, New York

JBC:nlf
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272 Linwood Avenue
Buffalo, New York
July 31, 1965

The Hon, Lyndon Baines Johnson
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Mr,. President:

Your recommendation of James P, Coleman for a federal
Judgeship, was a most convincing example of your complete
disregard toward the current struggle for human rights in
this country.

This appointment was a cruel blow to the millions of Negro
Americans now emerging from the chains of a brutal slavery.

Your action represented nothing more than a compact with

the worst elements in our soclety. It is an outrageous rape
of Justice which every concerned citlzen must protest.

Nlours t o _
] :I) L ENA a0
ohn D, Marciano
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September 15, 1965

Dear Mr. Gale;

For the President I want to acknowledge your
recent letter in which you expressed your views
concerning the appointment of the Honorable
James P, Coleman.

Sincerely,

John B, Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

A
Mz, Peter L, Gale
4604 Chester Avenue

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

JBC:nlf
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President Lyndon B, Johnson
White House

Pennsylvania Avenue
Weshington, D.C.

Dear Mr, President:

I am vigorously opposed to your rascent appointment of James
P, Coleman to the Fifth Cireuit Codrt of Appeals, I was shocked and
dismayed that you should appoint a former governor of Mississippi,
an avowed segregationist, to any important poslition, let alone to
a Federal judgeship in the district where the main struggle for
democracy is baing fought, This i1s a direct slap in the face of the
Negro pesople who are courageously fishting for their civil ri hts,

I request that in your subsequent appointments of individuals to
positions of grave responsibility, a greater measure of consideration
be exercised by you and that, as your appointees, individuels be

selected who are more truly representative of the spirit of American
demoeracy,.

Respectfully yours,

S APNCW)

H6o4




September 22, 1965

Dear Mr. Chrisman:

The President has asked me to thank you for your
letter giving him the benefit of your views concern-
ing several subjects.

Your views concerning the appointment of Governor

fﬂ:/?._%ﬂnmm also appreciated.

Please be assured that it was only after careful
consider that the President made this selec-
tion, he is confident that in the days ahead
Governor Coleman will demonstrate his suitability
for this
(_/. Sincerely,

Joha B. Clinton

Staff Assistant
to the President

X
Mr. Harry E. Chrisman

10245 West 14th Avenue
Denver, Coloradeo 80215

JBC :dmf
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10245 W, lhth Ave.,
Denver, Colo. 80215

July 19, 1965

The President,
The White Hpuse,
Washington, D.C.

My Dear Mr. President:

If I were President, I would like to hear from those who
voted for me occasionally, especially people of my own polit-
ical party. I would like them to be frank with me, to tell
me as best they could, in their own words, how they thought
I was doing as their party leader and leader of the Nation,
So here are a few of my unsolicited thoughts.,

1. Generally, I approve our domestic program. As a Democrat
I am particularly proud of our record on the Civil Rights is-
sue, and I hope we continue on that way, giving back to the
American Negro his rights to be a first-class citizen in every
way. It has always been a bone in northern Democrat's throats
that the GOP could always take credit for winning the Civil
War and freeing the slaves. Now we are just as proud as they
were thay our party has faced up to this critical issue and
is marching ahead with it. DBut please do not make any more
judicial appointments if you have to pick from the most rabid
segragationists in the nation.

2. Our financial predicament is growing very bad. When we
begin to debase our currenty, it will lead to great trouble,
Gresham's Law is still effective. Why not encourage mining
again by a national reappraisal of gold? Gold is the only
commodity that has not risen in value (according to Washington)
for 32 years. Do you believe that? It is, of course, absolute
nonsense. Only scared men would hold to that point of view,
for foreigners and American collectors and investors will pay
almost twice as much as our Federal people say gold is worth,
To penalize our own people, and tax us to carry on for foreign-
countries, when we cannot even own a gold coin is not right.
The natural forces of economic exchange are asserting them-
selves, whether politicians will do so or not. Petter start
thinking about money, hold a national meeting and get in the
best brains to come up with something in line with reality
than await the financial crash that is sure to come.

3. Foreign policy. It stinks. We are not yet big enough
as one 94-year old philosopher told me "to guide, guard and
feed the world., "™ Viet Nam? Get out. Who cares if we lose
a little "oriental face." We are not orientals, yet. But we
will be absorbed by the Orient if we keep stgfing there.

£ é,%l:ﬁﬂ%

Sincerely yours,
aarry E. Chrisman



September 24, 1965

Dear Mr. Smith:

This is in response to your letter to the President,
dated May 25, 1965, relating to the appointment of
_James P. Colsman to be a judge df the United States

Court of Appeals for the Fifth Judicial Circuit,

—

1 apologize for the delay in replying to your letter,

The Senate on July 26, 1965, voted 76 - 8 to confirm
Judge Coleman. Attached hereto is a copy of the
statement made by Attorney General Nicholas deB.
Katzenbach to the Subcommittee of the Senate Committee
on the Judiciary on the nomination of Mr. Coleman, 1
believe that this statement answers the objections
which you raise to Mr. Coleman's appointment. In
particular, 1 note that you state in your letter that

no man has ever been sentenced for killing a Negro

in the South. As the Attorney General points out,
when Mr. Coleman was a trial judge in the State of
Mississippi (from 1948 to 1951), he imposed a
sentence of imprisonment for life on two white men
who had murdered several Negroes.

Sincerely,

Lee C. White
Special Counsel to the President

Mr. Garwood Guy Smith
2520 Haste Street
Berkeley, California
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September 28, 1965

Dear Mr, Coleman:

The President has asked me to thank you for

your letter and for your kind personal sen-
timents. The knowledge that he has your
confidence and support means much to him,
and you have his deep gratitude and best
wishes.

Sincerely,

Paul M, Popple
Asegistant to the President

Mr, James
11521 South Abg¢rdeen
Chicago,

\n
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October 12, 1965

Dear Mr. Williams:

The President has asked me to thank you for
your recent letter in which you give him the
benefit of your views concerning the appoint-
ment of Judge James P, Coleman.

I assure you that it is not policy of the
President to appoint to the Federal Courts

generally been ac
ent with this policy, you may be sure the
appointment was very carefully considered;
and the President is confident that in the

days ahead, its suitability will be recognized.

Your interest in writing is appreciated, and
the President sends his best wishes.

Sincerely,

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

CS3 Willie Bernard Williams, USN
USS Iwo Jima (LPH-2)
8.2 Division

c/o Fleet Post Office, San Francisco, California
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November 2, 1965

Dear Jim:

It was so very good to hear from you and to
know that your first experience on the Federal
bench is in my home State.

I am glad to welcome you to Texas in your
new capacity. I feel the State is very fortunate
to be served by a man of your judiciousness,
integrity, and compassion.

Thank you for your kind letter. I wish you all
success and happiness.

Eincerely,

LYNDON B. JUilEoul

Honorable James P. Coleman
Circuit Judge
P.O, Box K

Ackerman, Mississippi

LBJ:CMM:JV:ny

LYNDON B. JOLNSON
Carbens atamped =y
Me. Thomas® office
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November 8, 1965

Dear Mr. Evers:

The President has asked me to thank you for
your recent telegram giving him the benefit of

your views concerning the nomination Judge J.F.

Coleman and Francis X. Morrissey.

Your interest is appreciated, and you may be
sure that your comments will be kept in mind.

With best wishes,

Slﬂ#.l'u,'t

John B. Clinton
Staff Assistant
to the President

Mr. Charles Evers
1072 I ynch Street
Jackson, Mississippi

JBC:nh
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November 15, 1965

Dear Judge Colemai:

Thank you for your letter regardiog Mr. Willis.
I'll be happy to put in a good word for him.

Sheuely.

Bill Moyers
Special Assistant
to the Presideat

The Honorable James P. Coleman

Circuit Judge
Post Office Box K

Ackerman, Mississippi 39735

BM:HR:sft

cc w/incoming: Agricultire and Interior




Jaanuary 18, 1966

Dear Judge Coleman:

With regard to your letter concerning Charlie
Willis, I am told he was offered a position by
the Forest Service. However, he preferred
to take a job with a state agency and declined
the offer.

Sincerely,

Bill D. Moyers
Special Assistant
to the President

The Honorable James P. Coleman
Circuit Judge { 2
Post Office Box K

Ackerman, Mississippi 39735

HR:dmf
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ACKERMAN, M|SSISSIPPI 38735 \ i’
>
His Excellency
The President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. President:
4 As may have come to your attention, we had the Judicial Con-
I

ference of the Fifth Circuit at San Antonio, May 10 - 13th. You will

recall leaving San Antonio on the morning of the tenth for your re=-
turn flight to Washington, -

I am writing you to tell you that Margaret and myself, as
well as a few other close friends, on Wednesday afternocon, May llth,
drove up to Johnson City, where we visited your boyhood home, It
was a great thrill not only to see it, but to see it in such excel-
lent condition. I noticed on the plaque that it was built in 1886,
the same year as the house in which I was raised., I will be frank
to say, however, that our house was nothing like so large as yours,

We also drove out to the Ranch, and I was pleased to see
the great improvements that they have made in roads and bridges in
that inmediate area. Of course, the house looked much as it did
when we had the happy visit with you in November, 1960.

We then drove over to Fredericksburg, a most interesting
experience.

Also, I want to thank you for the memento you so recently
sent me by Senator Stennis., I shall prize it always, as 1 am sure
my son and grandchildren will.

Nothing else sent to et
Central Files as o i (ol

—_—

2.8

P
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January 26, 1967

Dear Mr. Morse:

The President has asked me to thank you for your
recent letter in which you recommend Judge J. P.
oleman for appointment to the United States

ku wc E.,_]bm
Morse and Morse
601-606 Bankers Trust Plaza
Jackson, Mississippi 39201

MBC:rej
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ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW
601-606 BankeErs TRusT Praza Huinnine

(<J/ / § c-,i{ ..l"%’ MorstE AND Monrs®
et Y "o

Jacrsonm 1 Mississieer
WM, Emsﬂ MORSE PHONES 353 3883

DAN W. MORSH January 13, 1967

353 -3884

President Lyndon B. Johnson
White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear President Johnson:

The speech that you made the other night was factual and I
| thought you were courageous in your stand on the various subjects
that you took up. You advised the people what was necessary to
be done and why.

Today I was with a friend of yours, Judge J. P. Coleman, and
he admires you very much indeed. If you had not appointed him to
the Circuit Court of Appeals Bench we would have elected him
Governor this next time, but I think he is best suited where he is
and I think he can possibly render more and better service where he
is unless he is promoted to the United States Supreme Bench. It has
been a long time since the State of Mississippi has had a citizen as
a membexr of the Supreme Court. L. Q. C. Lamar was one of the
most outstanding Judges that ever graced the United States Supreme Court,

J. P. Coleman is loyal, he is courageous, he is well informed,
he knows what he is doing, he has patience and he has integrity.
You can look a long time for these qualities in a man but they are
made to order in J. P. Coleman and he is your loyal friend. Please
remember this when an opening comes up.

J. P. does not know I am writing this letter. I think he would tell
me not to do it but I didn't ask him.

Sincerely yours,

W. E. Morse

WEM:jh
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2\ THE WHITE HOUSE
' WASHINGTON

June 26, 1967
5:10 p. m.

Mr. President:
Mr. J. P. Coleman is in the city until
Wednesday, June 28, and is staying at

the Statler.

est w1shes He did not
see the President and only
e to let the President know

Barefoot Sanders
MR. PRESIDENT

Shall we bring Mr. Coleman in for a

handshake ? 7_-
V4 ;

Yes No

Marvin

EXECUTIVE
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WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

HOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICAL SCIENCE

w August 10, 1967 (UNIVERSITY OF LONDON) (,”
X

Gs’ SKEPPER HOUESE,
13, ENDSLEIGH STREET,

FOR HARRY MC PHERSON LONDON, W.C.1

.= August 1, 1967 EXECUTIVE
FROM: Doug Cdter ﬂé/c?J
Ll
X
This is the James Coleman of the 2D 5’&9
Coleman Report. e comes down
hard for the new cities approach.
You may be i ed in his 10 I am, I impose on a tenuous and
arguments was in the country in March, I
que £ PatXloynihan, to possibly talk
) L 5 {_i .ty of Educational Opportunity, on
Attachment hu“”(’ pﬂ’ " I talked to your secretary, but
Aa aa LA .i.n ‘ u-{ "0 '}wi» :end.,
JV¢¥gg! me \»C}»;m&)hffﬁﬂ”e' tion. But I write out of a feeling
lf country -- a feeling that it is
g & ter than any in my lifetime. You

the PBresident with whom I have even
such indirect contact, so I write you.

I'm writing to say that I think that extraordinary leadership
is required now, and that only the President can provide it
if he will., I think that unless he does so, the nature of
the political system in the United States means that greater
and greater polarization will occur -~ that the actions of
the black extremists will incite reaction among the white
extremists, blocking any effective action, thus provoking
raated gitromd am among the black vilremlote, and s80 on.

in such a situation, constructive action becomes impossible.
I think there are three things that are absolutoly imperative:
to begin social,jin tegration in a poo % e ective way
(not moroly by ﬂhaéxhnv to prevent X % T grars to
‘nplement integration); to pro ovide Uajo 1nto employment for

vnemployed Negroes; and to restore law and order.

lTh? one great resource upon which the President can call is

fg ~ove of the country, patriotism itself, leading to sacrif-

y ices from all for love of country. And he can call on this

H . . . * . . . . .
patriotism only if the sacrifices will bring Negroes integration
and jobs, and whites security and order. By demanding the
n cessary powers from Congress, he could eall for actions that

would at one and the same time quell the fears of whites and



September 20, 1967

Dear Judge Coleman:

Thanks very ynuch for your tele-
gram concerning 8. 1465 which has now
passed both houses.

I will be in touch with you further
after the bill has been received here.

Sincerely,

Barefoot Sanders
Legislative Counsel
to the President

Honorable J. P, Coleman

Jackson, Missiskippl

EXECUTIVE
A 530 /ér..a;z
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WASHINGTON

"October 10, 1967
s Tuesday, 5: p.m.

1} LI

) &

FOR THE PRESIDENT

w( ,/" |

A
FROM: Barefoot Sanders:}y .

I thought you might like to see the attached
letter from Judge James P. Coleman of the Fifth
Circuit.

1

Judge Coleman was
1465, signed by 'you on S
that the U, S, Distri t for the Northern District
of Mississippi, Ea Division, can hold terms of
court at Ackerman, Mississippi. This enables Judge
Coleman to office in his home town - Ackerman.

ery interested in S.
er 27, which provides

- e aen s ) =i, -
P . ¥ e
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PAN W, NORSR

October 13, 1967

Honorable L., B, Johnson
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D. C,

Dear President Johnson:

Once or twice I have written to you as a private citizen,
Ithink that you are exactly right on the Vietnam situation.
I think the parties who are yapping at you are wrong.

I am a little concerned about the election next year., 1
served as City Attorney for the City of Jackson for sixteen
years and know a little something of politics, I know what
makes things tick. I have taken part in state politics to an
extent in the State of Mississippi, especially when my good
friend, Judge J. P. Coleman, was running for Governor of
the State of Mississippi.

* I know you have to keep an even balance on this racial situation
and that you have appointed a Negro to the Supreme Bench and
a Negro as Mayor of the City of Washington. I think, however,
if Justice Black could or would resign and you wo uld elevate
J. P.*Colema_n_ I think you would more than balance off the

‘Southern reaction against you that George Wallace is trying to

capitalize on as everyone who knows Judge Coleman have a great
deal of confidente' in him. This, in my opinion, would take a lot
of wind out of W*a}_lace'a sail and the Southern states.

\ ( 1\ Sincerely yours,

‘;. W. E. Morse
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