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President.Lyndon·B. Johnson 
White House 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Mr. President: 

ment 
I am vigorously o~posed to 
off James P. Coleman to the 

your 
Fifth 

recent 
Circui 

a point­
ou 

of ~~~~._...~-w:,,.....-~,-i::ih-ec--ked and cti smayed that you 
should appoint a former governor of Mississippi, an 
avowed segregationist, to any important position, 
let alone to a Federal judgeship in the district 
where the main struggle for democracy is being 
fought. This is a direct slap in the face of the 
Negro people who are courageously fighting for 
their civil rights. 

I request that in your subsequent appointments~ 
of individuals to positions of grave responsibility, 
a greater measure of consideration be exercised by 
you and that, as your appointees, individuals be 
selected who are more truly representative of the 
spirit of American democracy. 

Respectfully yours, 
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Loa .Angeles, Calif. 
Dear President Johnson: 
Your appointment of James P. Coleman to 'the' u.s. 

5th.· Circuit Com:t of Appeals, is an affront and an 
insult to the Negro people in the South, and to all 
American people of good will. 
James P. Coleman is an avowed segregationisto As 
Governor of Mississippi he has tailed to upnold the 
law to desegregate the public schools there~ 
I appeal to you as a loyal American· to rer.ons:i.der 
the appointment of James P. Coleman. • 

Respect ly yours, 
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Dear President Johnson: 
Los Angeles, alif • 

Your appointment o~ JR.mes P. Coleman tot~ -u.s, 
_5tho C rcuit Court of .A;J:peals, is an affront an.d ar 
inaul t to the Negro people · in 
Amer•ican people of good will. 

the South, and to aLI 

Jp..:nes P. Cole:i.nan is a.11 avowed segregationist~ .A.f: -

Governor of Missistdppi he has failed to upl\-)ld th( 
la·~•r to descg2')0gate the public .schools the1,e; 
I appeal to :>·ou s.s a loyal American· to ree.onE:1.C,r➔ r 
the appointment or Jan1es P. Coleman. 

pee f\tlly yours~ 
' ~ 



Da • 
For the Pre 
Y ur 
of Go 

ry 

e 
e 

JBC:dhl 



( THIS SIQii;,,0F CARD IS FOR ADDRESS) 





st 10, 1965 

Dear . Kl 

re ident, 
on at 
e P. Colem . 

1On, and 
d Go 

str t hi U1 bi ·ty 

nt 

ery 
de 

John B. Clinto 
s 

Pre 

in 
Colo 

, C liforni 
y 

90265 

JBC:dhl 



)._'<I\J Do },.J----­

/~ w ~' ,-c:__)-+0 

( Pi SN yr'{'G,--{() J Pc:. 





r r . Po 11: 

S1 c r ly • 

. Cl on 
nt 

t th Pr id t 

JBC:dhl 



-----------__, 

--------(THIS SI DE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS) 





D H rt: 

Pl 
ad 

th· 
..a.-

For the P 
your o 
of Gover r Ja 

car 
ter very 
ent 
t 

11 W'llioi'A. ... >J.& 

Si ce ely, 

j 

i Je E. rt 
pa 

3 9 pi 
lif r 

JBC:dhl 



1-11 



HE WHllf HOL.i 

Jut.17 2 lg PM'65 
REC EIVEO 



Dear Dr. Ripp : 

Fort Pr 
t 

Pl 

month 
tr te t. 

• 

er ry 
ntma 

tin the 
d on-

t 1 , 1965 

c r ly, 

Dr. Ch rl D. Ri 
390 Edl 
p 0 

JBC:dhl 



in 

Dr. Charles D. Ripple
390 Edlee Avenue 
Palo Al to, California_......,,.., ••• 

July 12, 1965 

President Johnson 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 20510 

Dear President Johnson: 

I greatly admire the stand which you took on civil rights 
soon after your election. However, I feel that your recent 
nomination of Joseph P. Coleman to a judgeship in the 
fifth United States Circuit Court of Appeals is in marked 
contrast to the forward-looking program on which you had 
embarked. I would strongly request the withdrawal of this 
individual's nomination so that progress in civil rights
will be aided, not impeded. 

Sincerely, 

eLLd~ 
Charles D. Ripple,Ph.D. 
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July 14, 1965 

President Lyndon Johnson 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I run writing in regards 
the Armed Forces and as 
power to appoint federal 

to your 
President 

judges 

actions 
of 

and 

as Commander in 
the United States 

:influence legislation. 

Chief 
w:ith the 

of 

I am wondering if you might seriously take a stand for peace in Viet 
Nam, and if you might truly carry through our country• s support of 
political self-determination in both South Viet Nam a.nd the Dominican 
Republic • In both countries the use of force by our country is a d:i.s­
credi t to our political and social ideals of human dignity. I would 
suggest that you look at the reasons for your actions taken in Viet 
Nam and in the Dominican Republic, and consider whether they are 
appropriate to your purposes. I question war in any situation; but 
I especially question your principle that offensive military action 
from an intervening country can stop an idea ( Communism) or establish 
a self-determined government. 

I would suggest that you stop our offensive measures being taken in 
Viet Nam now, that our forces remain only as protection for elections 
that might be arranged in South Viet Nam, that the governrrent chosen in 
South Viet Nam be protected,by defensive measures only ,from terrorist 
opposition and that it be prevented from murdering its opposition, and 
that, finally, our diplomats strive to unite all of Viet Nam under a 
single self-determined. goverrurent, whether it be our kind of democracy 
or a Soviet kind. I would suggest that we allow elections in the 
Dominican Republic immediately, that whanever is elected be allowed 
to govern without our help or military intervention, and that our 
military troops be withdrawn immediately. 

Your appointment of Mr. James Coleman to a federal judgeship able 
to review cases involving civil rights workers in the Southeastern 
states can· only be an :indication to me of your intention to discourage 
integration work in all states. In the tragic racial situation of our 
country, to do nothing is detrimental to our country's reputation and 
harmful to our cotmtry•s citizens as a whole. Positive, enforced legis­
lation is the only way constitutional and social rights will be obtained 
by minority groups in our -country. 

I cannot help but note the main connection between these two situations 
of which our country• .spresident is the main factor: the discrepancy 
between your speeches and your actions •. This discrepancy is a mockery 
of my intelligence, and I resent your emphasis on public opinion polls 
as indicators that what you are doing in both d mestic and foreign 
policies is the best our country can produce in the course of history. 





Thank you for your interest. I only hope that you can understand my 
position as an American citizen who must be responsible for actions 
taken by my government which I neither endorse nor would ever agree 
to personally. 

~i~erely yours, 

~½r~cL_ 
7 Estates Drive 
Novato, California 
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Coniniittee on Political Education 
of Santa Clara County 

(J 
45 Santa Teresa Street 
San Jose, California./
July 14, 1965 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear President Johnson: 

At the last meeting of our Santa Clara County COPE (AFL-CIO), 
we voted unanimously to express to you our astonishment and 
outrage at your appointment of James P. Coleman tD the Fifth 
Circuit Court of Appeals. 

The impact of your action comes as a slap in the face to the 
aspirations of the labor movement and to the long-denied Negro 
people of our land. 

11Former Governor Coleman could not have been a 11 moderate and 
still have had the opportunity to fill every constitutional 
office in his home state of Mississippi. He was the legal 
source of most of the unconstitutional state legislation which 
has so effectively barred the Negroes of his state from the 
ballot box. He has publicly disclaimed the title, 11 moderate 
taking, instead, the appellation "successful segregationist." 

We must judge a man by his words and actions. As Governor of 
Mississippi, he did all in his power to block the school dese­
gregation decision of the U.S. Supreme Court. He was instru­
mental in handing over $163,000 to the infamous White Citizens' 
Council, a group whose avowed aim is to "preserve the integrity 

11of the white race. The man is no more suited to sitting on 
the Federal bench than were the Roman lions suited to judging 
the early Christians who were thrown to them. If this appoint­
ment is confirmed, it will be like throwing the Negroes of the 
South to the lions; they will have no more reason to have 
confidence in the judiciary than could the early Christians 
have confidence in the lions. If Sheriff Rroney of Neshoba 
County, Miss. had been the man you named, we could not feel 
greater outrage. 

We urge you to reconsider and rescind the appointment. We are 
loathe to think of what may result if the Negroes of the South 
find that they can have absolutely no confidence in our Court 
system. The only answers left to them would be to take their 

-continued-

11 
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President Lyndon B. Johnson Page Two 

very real problems into the streets to find solutions, 
and those solut·ons may not be arrived at with continued 
nonviolence on their parts. 

Very truly 

BTh 
oteu29 ( afl -ci o) 
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President Lyndon·B. 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Johnson 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am vigorously opposed to 
ment o~ James P. Coleman to the 
of Appeals. I was shocked and 
should appoint a former governor 

your 
Fifth 

dismayed 
of 

recent 
Circuit 

that 
Mississippi, 

appoint­
Oourt 

you 
an 

avowed segregationist, to any important position, 
let alone to a Federal judgeship tn the district 
where the main struggle for democracy is being 
fought. This is a direct slap in the face of the 
Negro people who are courageously fighting for 
their civil rights. 

I request that in your subsequent appointments: 
of individuals to positions of grave responsibility, 
a greater measure of consideration be exercised by 
you and that, as your appointees, individuals be 
selected who are more truly representative of the 
spirit of American democracy. 

Respectfully yours, 
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123 HENNEPIN AVENUE 

DIXON, ILLINOIS 

CHURCH PHONEALBERT E. GRAF"F", PASTOR 
2B3•2B,22317 W. SECOND ST, 

PHONE 2B2•7301 

j 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
Whitehouse 
Washington, D.C. 

July 14, 1965 

Dear Mr. President: 

s a minister representing my own congregation, my brotherhood 
and the National Council of Churches, I recently participated 
in a civil rights march in Jackson, Mississippi. I was arrested 
and placed in jail. As my time in Jackson pregressed, I 
learned to my horror of the systematic and deliberate attempts 
to physically and economically and legally intimidate the 
Negro into 'keeping his place.' I personally saw, heard and 
experienced some of this physical and mental harassment. 

One of the realities which disturbed and disgusted me most 
was the process of justice in this state. I learned that 
U.S. District Judge Harold Cox has had his decisions on 
civil rights cases repeatedly reversed when they were finally 
forced into a higher court. In the meantime all kinds of 
delaying tactics are used to circumvent justice, to see that 
the rulings of the southern court be complementary to the 
white man's supremecist ideology. 

Now I have just been informed that you recently appointed
J.F. Coleman to another federal court judgeship. I regret I 
must say I am appalled. Surely, it is not unknown to 
you '.tr. Coleman's quite public expressions of his segregationist 
stance. How can such a man as this serve the justice of the 
people as expressed in the Constitution of the United States? 
With all due respect for the time you have at your disposal,
I ask you please to justify to me this appointment. Wq.at 
reasons could warrant it? 

Sincerely yours, 

A~Gr~~ 
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Ju 1 y 13 , 1 96 5 

President Johnson 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

The courts in the South are notorious for the way they disregard the human 
rights of Negroes. In your appointment to the U .5. 5th Circuit Court of Appeals, 
you had an opportunity to select a man known to be honorable in his treatment of 
all the people in that area.. Instead, you selected an ex-governor of Mississippit 

How can anyone "qualified" to be elected to an office in that barbaric state 
be fit to hold a Federal judgeship? It is very hard for me to believe that James 
Coleman could pander to the predjudices of Missippians for years while nurturing 
in his heart a desire for equal justice for all. Either he lied to his former 
constituents or he j_s lying to the Senate now. 

S.incerely, 

~-~Y~ 
Mrs. Carol H. Nelson 

23959 Archwood treet 
Canoga Park, California 91304 
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S:514Zara Ave. 
El Cerrito, Calif. 
July 13, 1965 

The President 
The ~·Jhite Ho11 se 
'1am ington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am writing in re~ onse to a letter, 110ff' the Bench, 11 

ap)edring in the ::Jan Francisco Chronicle of this d.s.te. The 
writers sign themselves a.s three 2ttorncys of that city. 

They protest your nomination of ex-Governor Coleman of 
Mississippi to the Fifth Circuit Court of P.poeals of the U.S. 
on grounds thet his "expressed views on civil rights issues 
disqua.lify him for that office." 

A person who is concerned v.ri th insuring civil rights to 
all cHnnot ignore such & letter. I have no way of testing its 
truth, but I can c-.sk you to consider the effects on civil rights 
and the cause of democracy thr01.1gho11t the vrorld if you should 
lend the great prestige of your rn=nT!eto anyone who might fall far 
short of your ovm efforts in that import2nt field. 

I am also writing Sens. Ku:chel and Murohy, urging them to 
v1eigh cBrefulj_y the appointment of Mr. Coleman to this high and 
responsible post. 

Yours very truly, 

IJd~c~~ 
\filli2m E. Parker 

Betty i',. Parler 

/J-1Aip11)fa✓ClA----
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THE SYNOD OF PENNSYLVANIA 
OF THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

3040 MARKET STREET • CAMP HILL, PA. 17011 • 737-0421 

August 12, 1965 

Mr. John B. Clinton 
Staff Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Clinton: 

Thank you for your note of July 22 acknowledging my connnents concerning 
the nomination of Governor ~mes P.:.:.,~.~ to the Fifth Circuit Court 
of Appeals. 

/ 
I am sure that the nomination ~~s made only after careful consideration 
by The President and I trust t~at his confidence that Governor Coleman 
will demonstrate suitability for this post will be justified.

\ 

Thank you for your kindness ~,:.J:r,Lting. 

Sincerely, ,.,/' 11. 
// I 

tl 
<" 

I 
l \.4 ,(,.:.4- ),i l 

IJ / J. Fr\derick 'kcKirachan 
.,_,' Executive Secretary 

,/ Connnission on Religion and Race 
JFMcK:rp 
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THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

THE APPOINTMENT OF JP COLEMAN GOVERNORFORMER OF MISSISSIPPI 

TO THE FIFTH CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS IS A QUESTIONABLE WITNESS 

TO THE GOOD WILL OF THE FEDERAL TOWARDGOVERNMENT. A NEW DAY 

IN JUSTICE. GOVERNORCOLEMAN•sAPPOINTMENTIS A SLAP IN THE FACE TO 

RESPONSIBLEFORCES IN THE SOUTH AND RAISES GRAVE QUESTIONSCONCERNING 

THE INTENTIONS OF THE ADMINISTRATION TO CIVIL RIGHTS WITH REGARD 
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MERIDIANMISS JUL 16 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE. 

DEAR MR PRESIDENT: IT WAS INDEED A PLEASURE BEING WITH YOU IN 

ASHINGTONON APRIL 21. IT IS INSPIRATIONALTO SEE SOME OF 

THE THINGS YOU MENTIONED AT THAT MEETING TAKING PLACE. ESPECIALLY 

THE APPOINTMENT FOR EX-GOVERNOR COLEMAN.JP 

WE ARE ALSO PROUD OF THE SELECTION OF THE HONORABLE 

FRANKLINDELANOROOSEVELTJR AS CHAIRMAN OF THE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 



COMMISSION.REALIZING THAT THIS COMMISSION WILLHAVE A TREMENDOUS 

EFFECT ON THE SOUTH AND THAT THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR WILL NEED 

TO BE AN UNDERSTANDING PERSON WE ARE ASKING THAT YOU PLEASE 

CONSIDERWILLIAM <BEAL) OLIVER OF DETROIT MICH FOR THE POSITION. 

IT IS A PLEASURE TO BE A MEMBER OF THE PRESIDENT'S CLUB 

AND WE ARE DOING HAT E CAN TO CARRY OUT THE GREAT SOCIETY 

IN OUR AREA 

CHARLESL YOUNGMERIDIANMISS. 

I ~ 
L 
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flRST CHRISTIAn CHURCH 
___________ l 11 FairmountAvenue , at 29th Street, between Broadway and Harrison 

___________________ Glencourt 1-8822 

From the Office of 
THOMAS P. WEm, Associate Minister 
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Dr.D. Vo:L-ot 
112-A Mifflin Blvd 

Shillington
Reading,Pa. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
White House Mansion 

Washington,D .C. 



30 June ~65a}L 

g/J.-J_Dear Mr. President: 

ye ; write to mention two things. One, my 
thenks for your perserverance on behalf cf the 
Medicare Bill --especially in the teeth of Sen. 
Russell's attempted sabotage. Keep up the good 
work<i...nd strive for the final passage.

Secondly,! must protest bitterly the nominatia 
of ex-Gov. Coleman of Miss to the Court of A~peals
This is much like naming Martin Bormann or some 
ex-Nazi to the pest. Prey,give us no more ncox" 
~Jn.es--Js amr p~litical debt wo~hh the price of 

en a uigot? Pray, tell Sen. E stland to pound 

sand. cuJQ Vo-) 
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De i- Mrs. i gel: 
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John B. Clinton 
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Mrs. J. Sie el 
300 Be co Street 
Bo to , ssachu ts 

JBC:ltd 



June 28, 1965 

President Lyndon Baines Johnson 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President; 

I consider that the Administrat~~ po§ t.1on 
regarding 01 v11 Rights .ij;; an QJ:H~noontr_ad1ct1on b~­
ween its statements_ an<1: its actions_, 

I speak specifically of two issues: The Con­
gressional Challenge to the seating oft e represent­
atives of Mississippi, and of the appointment of· 
James P. Coleman as Judge in the ?ifth Circuit Court. 

The lack of support for, and the obstructions 
placed in the way of the Challenge, 1s a cruel and 
cynical demonstration that "representative" govern­
ment may not depend on laws, or Cons.titutional 
provisions, but on power, and the desires of those 
with power. 

As for the appointment of Mr. Co~eman, it can 
only r ng great comfort to· those who deny justice and 
freedom to their fellow citizens in the South, and 
despair to the victims of this oppr ssion. 

The Administration has long answered criticism 
of its inaction in Civil Rights issues with the plea
that •it could do no more under the law". There is, 
in these two instances, a clear opportunity for the 
Administration to strenghen the cause of Civil Rights 
and Justice, a cause which it eloquently embraces, 
and it has chosen to do the opposite. 
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At this point in our history, I must consider 
any action that does not positively advance the 
cause of justice a betrayal of the daily efforts 
of millions of Americains, Negro and white, who 
struggle to bring these United States closer to the 
reality of a true democracy. 

This dismayed citizen asks why? 



September 3, 19 5 

De r Mr . Frake: 

.For the Pr., i ent I want to ackna ledge your 
recent c rd in bich you ex.pres ed you vie 
concernin the appointm n of Governor James P. 
Col m~ . 

e · ur d that it was only after careful 
co si eration that t e Pre id nt d thi scl c-
ti , a, d he is confide t that • n the y ahead 
c,6vern r Co eman ill emon tr te his suitability 

,:rfo r this po t. 

Your comments cone uing the Viet- am ituat·on 
are al o a pr ciat . Than you for your i t rest 
in writing. 

Sincer ly, 

John B. linton 
''taff istant 
o the resident 

Mr . C. o:/ rake 
I 00 Pur u venue 
Palo Alto, Californi 
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ST<+JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Ninth and South Littler • Post Office Box 510 • Edmond, Oklahoma 

June 23, 1965 

Mr. Lyndon B. Johnson 
President of the United States 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Twopoints: First, it was shocking to me to see you 
appoint J.P. Coalman as Judge of the Fifth Circuit 
Court. How long will this go on? This man's background 
suggests some sort of sinister plot to obstruct all 
justice in the South. 

Second, I hope you are sincere in the Viet Nam support. 
Heaven forbid if this is a build up to only prove "we 
can't win" and thus withdraw. We did win in Korea and 
we can win in Viet Nam as long as we are there to help 
Asians become free. 

Sincerely yours, 

lV~ (rir<~ 
Reverend WmoF. Nerin 

vJFN/res 

cc: Sen. Mike Monroney 
cc: Sen. Fred Harris 
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September 7, 1965 

Dear . Thorne: 

Thanl you for y ur recent letter t th Pre ident 
i hich you give hi :i the b nefit of yo r vie s 
c ncerning the ·appointment of Governor J- es P. 
Colem-n. --

i 
• 
resp 

our comrnents nd e spaper clipping c cern­
g the Vietnarn ituation are also ppreciated. It 
help "°ul to t e Pre ident as he c rries out the 

n ibilitie of hi office to ha e t ,e thinki 
of ou citiz n n n'latters of i •. re t a d concern 
to the ation,. and he appreciat ...s your taking the 
tin to rrit . 

Mith best wishe • 

Sincerely. 

J hn B. Cli ton 
S aff .. si ta t 
to the resident 

ef 
r. John E. Thor e 

51 North Third Street 
San Joa , Califor ia 95112 

JC:plr 
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THORNESTANTON 
CLOPTON 

HERZ 
STANEK 

LAW OFFICES I 510 NORTH THIRD STREET I SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 95112 TELEPHONE 286-1212 

.JOHN E. THORNE 

WILLIAM F. ST ANTON 
ASSEMBLYMAN 25TH DIST. 

WILI...IAM H. CLOPTON 

RICHARD W. HERZ 

HERBERT S. STANEKJune 21, 1965 
ELLIOT G. STEINBERG 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

De a r Mr. President: 

I have written to you on several occasions with regard 
to Viet Nam. 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a couple of pictures 
having been run in our local paper showing what the Viet 
Nambia~ is doing to human beings. 

~ Mr. President, you simply have to stop this war. You 
can't go on killing and maiming people this way. 

I have also written to you with regard to your appointment 
of the former governor of Mississippi to the United States 
Court, Mr. Coleman. I have had no reply to my letters on/ this from any of your staff, but I see by the paper you 
are going ahead with that appointment. 

I have worked long and hard for the Democratic Party. I 
supported you in the last election. I have served as 
Chairman of our County Democratic Central Committee, and 
I presently serve as a member on that Committee, as well 
as a member of our State Democratic Central Committee. 
In addition, I am a member of the California Democratic 
Counci 1, and some of our Democratic clubs. I deal and 
speak with persons who work for the Democratic Party in 
the State of California practically all the time, and I 
can assure you that these individuals and I will not be 
able to support you nor the D~mocratic Party if it con­
tinues with policies seen in Viet Nam and Santo Domingo, 

\ and if you continue appointments such as that of Mr. 
Coleman to the Federal bench. 

E. 

Very truly yours, 

-~ 
Thorne 

JETvmh 
oteu29 
llt-+:lrhmon+ 
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September 8, 1965 

Dear Mr. Lon1ax: 

For the President, I want to ackno ledg your 
letter concerning the app intm.ents of Governor 
Jam Coleman nd Thurgood Marshall. 

t 
Please b ass\li-ed that it Vvas only after careful 
consider. ~n that the Pr sident m de th se 

s, and he is confident that in the d,t ys 
ill recognize the suitability of these 

gentlem n for their posts. 
ou 

Your comments concerning the Vietnam situcl.tion 
a re lso appreciated. Your thoughts are always 
welcorne. 

incerely, 

John B. Clinton 
Staff i~ssistant 
to the President 

y 
Mr. Alrnena Lornax 

~ Editor-Publisher 
Tribune 
4100 \,fest dams 
Los ;. ngeles, California 90008 

JC:plr 
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1 Magazine of Report, Opinion and Interpretation 

Alrnena Lomax ➔~t.mHB'f.V~f 1~.100W. Adams 
Edi.tor-Publisher Los Angele~~, Califor:iia 90'JJli 

Phone 7J5-6(2 "7 

July 13, 1965 

resident Lyndon u. Johnson 
Y"hit.e House 
Yashington, J.C. 

Dear Sir: 

I have vr.ri t te"l ir:i detail to At tor".e. r Ge-1eral : .. Jicholas Katzenbach, 
~protesting various public positions of his, taken, I am sure, to carry 
out various policies of yours; so I shall not '.:urden your office with a 
repetition of them. 

However, I s 11oul like to add my !)rotests to the great number I 
am sure you-are receiving against the nomination of Governor Cole11an, of 
Nississip i, to the federal appeals court. 'liaking Thurgood Marshall solici­\ tor general does riot compensate for such a miscarria 6 e. 

I s· ould also like to protest the war in Vietnam. Are you sure, 1iJfr. 
resident, that you are 'Oli narry Goldwater in disguise'? 

You are disappoi 1ting your friends a:,d comforti'"[:; your enemies all 
over the countrv. You ...-.u·...t be ivi a terri')le turinoil. "'o "!onder you are s1--iort 
tempered. 1 hat~ to say if because I _ad hig~ hopes, but I :ion't think you 
will replace the Lincoln Memorial. 

Sincerely yours, 
_? 
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D r Mr. 
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Mr. J hn D. M rci o 
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272 Linwood Avenue 
Buffalo, New York 
July 31, 1965 

The Hon. Lyndon Baines Johnson 
The White House 
Washington, D.c. 

Mr,. Preside~t: 

Your recommendation of James P. Coleman for a federal 
judgeship, was a most convincing example of your complete
disragard toward the current struggle for human rights in 
this country. 

This appointment was a cruel blow to the millions of Negro
Americans now emerging from the chains of a brutal slavery •. 

Your action represented nothing
the worst elements in our society.
of justice which every concerned 

more than a compact with 
It is an outrageous rape

citizen must protest • 

. Yo rs t~,
"J) 

• 
~ 

ohn D. M re ano 
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S temb r ZZ • 19 5 

Dear Mr. C ri man: 

T e P esident has a k m to tha you for your 
1 tter givin fit of y s co ce n-
ing s veral 

t of Governor 
d. 

Pl as b s d t it as only aft r carefi 1 
con id r~tion th t th Pr ident ad thi lec-
tion. and h is confi ent that i t days a ad 
Gov r or oleman w·ll d .. 01: trate h"s su·tability 
£ rt • po . 

5• C r y, 

Jo n B. Cli to 
Staff A ista 
to th esident 

r. Harry E. Chris an 
102 5 st 14th Av nu 

nv r, Col rado 80215 

JBC:dmf 



10245 W. 14th Ave., 
Denver, Colo. 802i5 

July 19, 1965 

The President, 
The White H0 use, 
lVashington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. President: 

If I were President, I would like to hear from those who 
voted for me occasionally,
ical party. I would like 
me as best they could, in 
I was doing as their party 

especially people of my own polit­
them to be frank with me, to tell 
their own words, how they thought 

leader and leader of the Nation. 
So here are a few of my unsolicited thoughtsC) 

1. Generally, I approve our domestic program. As a Democrat 
I am particularly proud of our record on the Civil Rights is­
sue, and I hope we continue on that way, giving back to the 
American Negro his rights to be a first-class citizen in every 
way. It has always been a bone in northern Democrat's throats 
that the GOP could always take credit for winning the Civil 
War and freeing the slaves. Now we are just as proud as they 
were tha-y; ~ party has faced up to this critical issue and 
is marching ahead with it. But please do not make any more 
judicial appointments if you have to pick from the most rabid 
segregationists in the nation. 

2. Our financial preiicament is growing very bad. Vfuen we 
begin to debase our currenty, it will lead to great trouble. 
Gresham's Law is still effective. ~·'Jhy not encourage mining 
again by a national reappraisal of gold? Gold is the only
commocfity that has not risen in value (according to dashington) 
for 32 years. Do you believe that? It is, of course, absolute 
nonsense. Only scared men would hold to that point of view, 
for foreigners and American collectors and investors will pay
almost twice as much as our Federal people say gold is worth. 
To penalize our own people, and tax us to carry on for foreign­
countries, when we cannot even own a gold coin is not right.
The natural forces of economic exchange are asserting them­
selves, whether politicians 'dill do so or not. better start 
thinking about money, hold a national meeting and get in the 
best brains to come up with something in line with reality 
than await the financial crash that is sure to come. 

3. Foreign policy. It stinks. We are not yet big enough 
as one 94-year old philosopher told me 11to guide, guard and 
feed the world. " Viet Nam'? Get out. \/ho cares if we lose 
a little troriental face." \Je are not orientals, yet. But we 
will be absorbed by the Orient if we keep str ing there. 

~~ <;I hl/'Sincerely yours,"'-------,- C ~ 
J.Iarry .E. Ch 
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Dear M . Colem n: 
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<:tober 12, 1965 

D ar r. 'illi 

The r id nt ha a. d me to tl a.nk y u £ r 
your c t 1 tt r in which you giv hi th 
b nefit £ yo r vi ws concerning th a.p oint­
me t of J d Jame P. Col m n. 

I a ure you that it is n cy of he 
Pr sid nt oint t 
ho who £av 

th appointment of J 
g t raU eel 
ent with Uri policy, 

w v ry car d, 
id nt ie co ident a 

uita.billty w. reco nize . 

You int r· st i w iting is a. r ciat d, and 
tl Preo1 nt nds his b t wish s . 

Sine rely, 

J hn B. ct·nton 
;;,,taff A i tant 
to the P e ide 

C 3 -uue rnarl villiam , USN 
U S lwo Jima (LPH-2) 
S. 2 vi ion 
c/o Fl et Post Office, San Fr nci c , C ifo ni.a bs 
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UNITED 
FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

STATES 

JAMES P. COLEMAN 
X May 24, 

ACKERMAN, M SSISSIPPI 39735 

Excellency 
President of the United States 

The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

As may have come to your attention, we had the Judicial Con­
ference of the Fifth Circuit at San Antonio, May 10 - 13th. You will 
recall leaving San Antonio on the morning of the tenth for your re­
turn flight to Washington. 

I am writing you to tell you that Margaret and ~yself, as 
well as a few other close friends, on Wednesday afternoon, May 11th, 
drove up to Johnson City, where we visited your boyhood home. It 
was a great thrill not only to see it, but to see it in such excel­
lent cond tion. I noticed on the plaque that it was buiit in 1886, 
the same year as the house in which I was raised. I will be frank 
to say, however, that our house was nothing l"ke so large as yours. 

We also drove out to the Ranch, and I was pleased to see 
the great improvements that they have made in roads and bridges in 
tha immediate area. Of course, the house looked much as it did 
when we had the happy visi with you in November, 1960. 

Wet en drove over to Fredericksburg, a most interesting 
experience. 

Also, I want to thank you for the memento you so recently 
sent me by Senator Stennis. I shall prize it always, as I am sure 
my son and grandch"ldren will. 

Nothing else sent to ~ _ ;::. 
7Central Files as of ___ 7: ___ &i.:.:f-

/3_,1..:.~.z~ 



J nua:cy 26, 1967 

Dear Mr. Morse: 

The President bas asked to thank you fir your 
recent letter in vhich you reco end Judge J. P. 
Col :for appoin ent to the United States 

, hen a. vacancy occurs . 

Your in st s pprecia.ted., and I can assure 
you t t y r recommend tion will be refully 

Sincerely, 

tim/3C i/4_t/47 
L· tthew B. Coff: y 
Assistant 

ti.ln~le Court 

considered . 

r. W. E Mors 
Morse nd Morse 
60l-6o6 Bankers Trust Plaza Building 
Jackso, itlssissippi 39201 

MBC:rej 
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MORS:B AND MORSE 
ATTORNEYS AND COl.JNS~'.LORS AT LAW 

601.- 606 B.A.NRERS TRusT PLAZA .Buu,t>.INO 

JAC.KSOH l,, M:tGSISSIPl:?l'. 
W.M;. 13:UO~N'l<.: '.1'.1.~0R!5'.E PHONES 353 ·3883 

D.A.N W. :M':ORS:E 
January 13, 1967 

353-3884 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear President Johnson: 

The speech that you made the other night was factual and I 
f thought you were courageous in your stand on the various subjects 

that you took up. You advised the people what was necessary to 
be done and why. 

Today I was with a friend of yours, Judge J. P. Coleman, and 
he admires you very much indeed. If you had not appointed him to 
the Circuit Court of Appeals Bench we would have elected him 
Governor this next time, but I think he is best suited where he is 
and I think he can possibly render more and better service where he 
is unless he is promoted to the United States Supreme Bench. It has 
been a long time since the State of Mississippi has had a citizen as 
a membe:r of the Supreme Court. L. Q. C. Lamar was one of the 
most outstanding Judges that ever graced the United States Supreme Court. 

J. P. Coleman is loyal, he is courageous, he is well informed, 
he knows \Vhat he is doing, he has patience and he has integrity. 
You can look a long time for these qualities in a man but they are 
made to order in J. P. Coleman and he is your loyal friend. Please 
remember this when an opening comes up. 

J. P. does not know I am writing this letter. I think he would tell 
me not to do it but I didn 1t ask him. 

yours, 

~ 
W. E. ' Morse 

WEM:jh 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
, .. ,,;.,., 

June 26, 1967 
5 :10 p. m:-

Mr. President: 

x*Mr. J. P. Coleman is in the city until 
Wednesday, June 28, and is staying at 
the Statler. 

in your corner, believes 
you are do·ng the fine st possible job 
and send s est wishes. He did not 

see the Pres~dent and only 
to let the President know 

Barefoot Sanders 

MR~ PRESIDENT 

Shall we bring Mr. Coleman in for a , 
handshake? ·:,. 

J✓ 
/ 

Yes No 

Marvin 

.I, 

, I 
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f(\~WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
HOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICAL SCIENCE 

(UNIVERSITY Or LONDON)August 10, 1967V x.. 
SKEPPER HOUSE,cy} 

13, ENDSLEIGH STREET, 

LONDON, W.C.1
FOR HARRY EfsoN 

August l, 1967 EXICUTIVE 
1 FROM: Dou /1112-> 

L.Jf 
This is the James 

X 
oleman of the tt>..JIJ~ 

Coleman Report. e comes down 
hard for the new cit es appr.oach • 

to I am, I impose on a tenuous and 
was in the cou1try in March, I 

'1>f Pat>(Moynihan, to possibly talk I 
.ty of Educational Opportunity, on f,, 

I talked to your secretary, but 
:end • 

. tion. But I write out of a feeling 
country -- a feeling that it is 
.tcr than any in my lifetime. You 
the.,resident with whom I have even 

such indirect contact, so I write you. 

I'm writing to say that I think that extraordinary leadership 
is required now, and that only the President can provide it 
if he will. I think that unless he does so, the nature of 
the political system in the United States means that greater 
and g~cater polarization will occur -- th~t the actions of 

I

the black extremists will incite reaction among the white I, 

e:{tr0i-:1ists, blo.Gkins 4ny G!fQottv@ ggti.on, thu§ provo}cLng 
t:1 otd;s~r (j;wt~~rrd.1:;:111\ fatncmg the black tj:X:'D:N;rn !lstB, and. eo on. 
in such a situation, constructive action becomes impossible. 
I think there arc throe things thn:t are absolutely imperative: 
to be~in social 1 ~$f}~egration in a poqi~~vt T:Il~t£6lective way
(not merely by ~~a 6xam~ to prevent x~, bu~ a~ progra~s to 
-~::-,:pls!!l8~1t integration); to provide ways into employment for 
1,::nemployed Negroes; and to restore law and order. 

' ' 
/ The one great resource upon which the President can call is 
/ a :ave of the country, patriotism itself, leading to sacrif­
' ices from all for love of country. And he can call on t~is 
/ patriotis~ only if the sacrifices will bring Negroes integration 
land jobs, and whites security and order. By demanding the 

n cessary powers from Congress, he could aall for actions that 
would at one and the same time quell the £ears of whites and· 
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MEMORANDUM 

111 
• ' THE WH TE HOUSE• 

,, 111 

WASHINGTON 

:11 , t "' 

"October 10, 1967 
Ill I It I " Tuesday, 5: p.m. 

,, 
'q ' I 

:11 , I' 

FOR THE PRESibENT .. 

n-t\/,,. 
FROM: Barefo~~ ~anders 1JJ,r -

I thought you might like to see the attached 
letter fro~ Judge James P. 
Circuit. 

'.ll 11 

Judge Coleman was 
1465, signed by·you on S er 27, which provides 
that the U o S. Distr·. Ca rt for the Northern District 
of Mississippi, ·Ea· e Division, can hold terms of 
court at Acke'rman'.~ Mississippi. This enables Judge 
Coleman to office in his home town - Ackerman. 

' ! 

_9oleman of the Fifth 

:11 . I. 

I "Iii . I' 

Ill I I, '" 
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l\Jous1~ ANn Jvlons1~ •• 
A%TORl'fJf!Vl!J A.ND C:OUN~J:':T..Olt~ AT LAW 

801 ·60G BA1ul'.n.R" TxueT PLAZA. Bun:J>1wo 

JACKSON, MlBSISSJPPI 
Pa0Jf ■ • :,~:, •:J1te:J30201 

>'J:J·:118' 

October 13, 1967 

Honor able L.. B. Johnson 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear President Johnson: 

Once or twice I havp written to you as a private citizen. 
I think that you are exictly right on the Vietnam situation.
i"-thi~-·uie-·i>-artTe·i···w110·-a~-e-·ia:P·P·i~·g-ai'y~o~--~~·e···~-~o·i~ii~-.......... 

I am a little_ concerned about the election next year. I 
served as City Attorney for the _City of Jackson for sixteen 
years and know a little something of politics. I know what 
makes things tick. I have taken part in stat,e politics to an 
extent in the State of Mississipp,i, especially ~hen my· good 
frie1:d, Judge J. P.· Coleman, ~as running for Governor of 
the State of Mis s~s sippi. 

I know you have to keep an even balance on this racial situation 
and that you have appointed a Negro to the Supreme Bench and 
a Negro as Mayor of the City of Washington. I think, however, 
if Justice Black could or would re sign and you VvO uld elevate 

., J. P.1C.coleman~ I think you w·ould more than balance off the 
·southern ..reaction against you that George Wallace is trying to 
capit lize on as every_one who knows Judge Coleman have a great 
deal of _confiden~ in him. This, in my opinion, would take a lot 
of .wind o t of W1allace's sail and the Southern states . 

. ' t· 
~. :-

, • r·,J \ • 
Sincerely yours, l.:.j. \. 

; I 
I#2.~ 
IWe E. Morse l 

\,' .. ' 
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