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I . MEMORANDUM BUND'lFOR MR. McGEORGE 
!.yTHE WHITE HOUSE t; 
1I 

f. 

i•,Subject: Bertrand Russell's t'e:tter to the I,President of y 3, 1964 on ~a r .. 
l, 

t' 
l. 

Bertrand Russe the President of I.
I 

May 3, 1964 on C a r.ansmitted to the Department 
on May 13, 1964 ses certain issues on our policy 1 • 

toward Cuba whic warrant a reply, given the stand­
..ing of Bertrand Russell arid the fact that the letter -1 1· 

is addressed to the President. The Department believes I l' 
:that an approprtate person in the White House should I 

I 

I·
make the_. reply- .... 

The Department recommends that a lette~ along 
the lines of the enclosed draft be used for ·this 
purpose. 

L ~~l}l ..L~ \ 
; . , 

enjamin H. Read • . 
I
ecutive:Secretary 

:c.. ---
; ,,·.•· 

I 
[m~EO 
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From: The Earl Russell, O.M.,F.R.S., 
PLAS PENRBTN, 

PENRHYNDEUDRAETB, 

MElUONETB. 

Tl!IL. PIUIRBTNDZ:UDR,UITB 11411, iHE WHJ7EHOLJS~ 
~ 21 December 1963 

/, • ~!8sident Lyndon B. Johnson, DEC30 8 50,AM'63 
The White House, 
Washington, D.c., RECEIVED 
U.S.A. 
Dear President Johnson, 

I write to express my appreciation of your p~licy towards the 
_.;:!!, 

important issue or peace and future relations with the Soviet Union. 

I am particularly hopeful that your Administ~tion 111 find a way of 
involving China in the essential discussions related to disarmament 
and an end to the Cold War. 

I hope you will agree that Chinese intransigence is both un­
fortunate and remediable. The exclusion from world affairs and the 
grievances the Chinese profess to feel could, if redressed, result in 
considerable advance as may be shown by the extensive proposals for 
nuclear disarmament advanced by the Chinese Government in Peking Renew. 

!t has further come tom:, notice that Premier Castro would welcome 

lessening of tension with the United States and I very much hope this 

will be possible despite political differences. 
The feeling is growing that the grave and imminent danger of 

·mass extermination can be finally ended and I wish to assure you of_ 

the widest possible support in tha~·pursuit among all those who have 

worked against nuclear war over many years. 
I enclose for your interest some literature concerning the 

recently formed Peace Foundations. I should value your opinion ot 
these efforts and, still more, your support of them. 

Yehl.rs sincerely, 

B~~~ 
Bertrand Russell. 

RECEIVED 
JAN 21964 
CENTRALFILES 
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From: The F.arl Russ~ll, O.M.,F.R.S., 
PLAS PEN"RHYN, •. 

PBNRBYNDEUDRABTH, 

MERIONBTH. 

TIIL, PBNRBTlfDJ!tlDRAJ!TH a,a. 

6 January 1964 ; 
' .... , ;I r7 '. f ·;,A~ent Lyndon B. Johnson, 

/ ~ 6~ite Housa, 
-J~N1 f2n5 r'1Washington, D.C., 

U.S.A. 
.::CE;"V£.· 

Jea.r President Johnson, 

I am much disturbed by • rto.in epcrts "'... the 
Times and ~ X.~ Herald Tribune, x: -. ;:.t"'f4vely for Septer,, 
and September 30, 1963. • •• ; 

'These reports comprise an in rvi'ew· witfi.Mr. _ i~ ~i.:>mc. 

I a powerf'ul figure in Nicaragua. and refer to a joint. '.J.,1.-Nic.a.ra~;-..1ar: 
plan leading to an American invasion of Cuba. ?he al.L13ged f'aotB i· 

,! these troubling reports entail a three-phased progra 1me. 

The first phase consists of smugglin 6 -..:. ?.pons into Cub~ 
for the purpose of harrassing the Castro Governmer.t. 'l'his was to h:~ve 
occurred during the past two months. The secol'ld pbiae consists of n 
an invasion of former Cubans now in the United States armed ·o , ·gf:l .10 

would be released from these forces for the purpose. They ~~ >1 • f it 

o capture any town vi th the assistance of those who \-tere r • .n 
·-:Ubaby the first phase. Any such captured town would be dei. •. b 
,·,eat of an insurgent Government. The third phase would consi.S"' :ui 

the recognition or the insurgent Government by certain Central and 
South American nations who would send troops to sup,:-ort the insurgent;s 
at the inv:itation or the insurgents. The completion o! thit~ phase 
would bring American troops to CUba in the surmuer 0£ 1%4, short y 
before the Presidential election. 

I hope you will appreciate the motives :wh,-_ . me 
to write you about this. Luis s·omoza·has enjoyed ....~- aup , rt • 
md claims to be in contact with Attc ney General .o~ ·~ -~L"~-

and the leader of the Bay or Pigs: in"ro.sion, Marme" -=-~:·:re.. _ ~ 
President of Nicaragua., Rene Schick confirmed ta .}·.~ l."epor-ter .• .Jm 
the~ X2I!£Herald Tribune that such a plan existed and that his 
government would join multilateral action against Guba. with the 
armed forces or Venezuela, Colombia and possibly Argentina. 

I hope you will agree that th~se authoritative reports 
are most damaging to the United States and should be repudiated~ 
the interests or the good name of the government oi: '· 7 United :tates. 

I shall seek to bring these facts to the a.tt1.m.+.-tJn of 
people in the hope that their falsity may be demonstr~ted ~: t~e 
hopes ot manki:nd for a detente in the Cold War may ·,.,_ strengthened. 

RE.C.E{VEU 
JANI 41964 
CE~TRA[FJLES 

t ... 
I 

... -- :'! ... _ ~-· .. -·-. ' 
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-:: 
PLAS PENRBYN,. 

PENRHYNDEUDRAETR, 
MERION ETH. 

TIIL. PIIIIRBYll"DIIUDRAIITB 8411. 

I look to your office for reassurance·in this"important matter 

With myrespect, 

Yours sincerely, 

Bertrand Russell. 

, 
.I 

. ,· 

I 
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3anuary 27, 1964 J~M..) 

1~L-~ 
C,6 /...I) 'f , 

- i f>RI 8"' 
Sir: 

Tha.nl1:you !or you,: letter of J'anua.ry 6 
to President Johnson concerning certain 
press t'Cports purporting to g:lvo the vi~wjt 
of Mr. Luis 'tomoza towa.~d Cuba. 

The United States· Government baa no con­
nection with any plans of the kind a.tt:dbuted 

. to Mr. Somo::::a.. 

Sincerely, 

Bromley K. Smith 

The Right Honorable 
TheEo.r11lui,ac11, O.M., F.R.~.(~ ~ 
Pla.s Penrhyn 
Penrhyndeudraeth, 
Merioneth 
Groat Brita.in 

,,, 

REC.:1'·-:-0 
nAN r-" l 
crn ·- Fi LES • "R1 

... ........-·-. ~··~ 
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I o.r:1 a a n;pl:, r;rt~"~eful to Dr. TTnrold Urey and 3e:i..·trnnd l\US gglJ 'I • 

::ind l':,blo Cn::uls 60d ll~.n•ti11 Suber and !Ji11up. J?:::-,nlin~ beo~rn.so o 4f.hair . 
t)"'.,onr.o.:.•t,)1i.J:J o':f ·," a. );1'3t it ion ui• 0 itlt; a ~till ·1;n.1•0oi1 :C'9.r l.!orton • :,o'boll. ,,..... 
Let me t~ll :,ou r1hy this ~ati tion is t'!O·'-tlletinil'lg:ful: 

:.i""'romo.ll. sootioos o:~ o\lr oountr~, indeod: 
".;ho norld, tha t'hito !•:ouoo if'." 1..c5ularly reoeivillB' npJ.i~als 
:t'i•~,3,10 •. 1 of !:orton fiobell. Ganoi•olly, th,sAe np.J:'ec.le
vroll-inf·ormod und i·o~;ponsible Ji)eoplo, :'li•o:n ;i;hiloFlo~horG 
educ:..t01·r-:, frora e.oiontists a.nd thoologi une o.nd stataRmen·.. . . 

~,'hey nj,)~,onl for v111•:,rinr, 1.. oaaonFl: no.no, be~u1uoo· tho~ are oon-
v1 nood o-J! l-!:t•. ~ o'bell' o oom;plote 1nnoo onoo; othoi•n • boonur-lo o-Z dott~tr. 1 • 

obout ~uilt o~ innocenca or about the fnirnGR3 of tho triol nod th~ eub­
so'luant ,L:irocor:diogs; otheri::, becuuee they are a1:mre tho.t the oourto have 
olreaf.y :::ig·reed thot "i;he trial ,,-.,u.9unfair by ~ree:ent-do.y· etc.ndorda, and . 

,. thnt th9 conc,uct of the i:,roseoutio~ ·;ms "v1holl7 re,l)rehensi blll": ot.·hoi-s; 
f"in::..lly', because of the i norcl ina-:t.e P.0~1tence of thirty yes.re ir:i,Pri~onmant. 

• I • ?.~r. So"oell- shoulc1 ·havo boen.·pardonad or :f'rel3d lonCT ago. ·:,'hy 
should OUl,; :friemis and enemi~s be able to J.)Oint. to thi~ c~so. as nn ·e~­
o.::1_ple of .hi:1el~icun ",ju~tico", month o.ft13r r.1onth ana year ~· . .__.after year,· 
when it is obvious to nny unoiased o~server that· this cuae is 061-to.inly 
not "ty;picul" of J;niericnn juRtice, bu.t ra.th·er ie i•epresentotive ·of our 
"lowest cor;u-non denomim:tor"? 

\.. 
Rava ue raany oa~ital oases where a convic:tion is b~aod on 
tha '\'lord of only one witness? 

Furthermoi·e, where the sole \'7itness 1 testim~ny is totally 
uncorroborated? 

.,. 
. '.i'urthei,~ ·when _:it comes froci the .mouth of a oonfom::od perjuror? 

. . . 
. ::?urther, ~:1hen this unoor1·o·boro.ted testimony is also "n~cor;1:i:,li·oe" 
testimony? 

1!,urther, when this testimony is l,Jt1roha·s·ea. or ranni·ded by 
non-prosecution for ~dmitted oricies? 

!~urther, when thifl testimony i~ • re,t?leto with contro.a·1otions;_:. 
i1~_plausibilities, nnd imr:;iossibilitias? 

~urthar, when this·testimony was never reviewed ·by any oourt? 

Further, when a 30-ya6.l" sentence is based on such testimony? 
'\I 

~,urther, when this inordincte sentence has nevor been revie\1ed 
by soy court? 

fi•or.1 c.ll ,lHn 
ur,~1 . 11 e 

00::10 fro:· ·11, m 
on juric-rt 

https://np.J:'ec.le
https://beo~rn.so
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PJ-Midaa~ L;,a4oa a. Job 
.. Vhi te Bou•, 
Vaabiagton • Ii. C • , t1.S. &. 

I haYe tollowd v1tll ,a t a n..l your ~orta t.ovarda 

"Ill• .. t;ahllllhint cf b.Rwa relat.tou witl\ t.A• Soti r.d.OIIud fer U1• 

- NlelanUoe of tenaiell 1a • Ooli wu. I ho~. th•reton. 7011 1"1ll t.mde:r1ta.u • 

._ •tiftl vhid! ~- to vr1 10u now e.bo'1l1.Ul• ait.uat.iao ia Cu1>11. 

J oa:nao, ~ Ua&t a Wuaat. pol1q _towarda l111Dala~a a.nd 

th• v ..... s-.&. an ooapa Uol• w1ta to bost.ile ~ 

~- ot acatillll .. 1a ve>~ed areu ot tb• vorU ..a 1\ 1• ha.rd 

t t.he 1a1tA S\"1'ka ~ n., cnlt 

erW to6,q. .. 1111ted States PoNfilfflll 

.... \el'Ti 

ur ,pc. .. .. ttd.aia• .. 

1 t•r eMINNII-• .of· .. 

:--.-ted 

_,.1J.n\JIIU.- ef t.hi• pru'\iw 

- -_ ~i1'i~~~ 111l.1\a.?7 -- at. o..nt&M- av., 
:;..., .,, 

• 1• W.• Nr\..fit doe-•••·~ of a lup uicbk w- \cnl!a.rd• s. 

nw ~- ""'1 t,o.ry- • that tb• }aopea tor p-c• bllil. t IO- u­
_t 11oatb1 'IMY'noi be dulled. I tMl certaill "41• 
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is in the vital interests 

immeasurably the cause 

for American magnanimity. 

With my respect. 

of 

of the 

peace 

United 

and will 

States, 

win 

will 

worldwide 

promote 

approval 

Yours sincerely, 

Bertrand Russell. 
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the Duke of Bedford ' the Earl ftu6sell, OM, FAS 

.,. Dr Mal< Born, Nobel Prize for Physics 11 t f1•1 the.,,Countesa Ru ... 11 
Lord Boyd Orr, FAS, Nobel Prize for Peace f!J lj \J µ/t~~\9top6~~!f;y 
Pablo Casals 

t 

• Ralph Schoenman 
Danilo Dolci 33VU;"'~-:
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth of the a.lal,aM 
His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I \ 
Prime Minister Kenneth Kaunda 
President Ayub Khan -
Primt Miniater Jawaharlal Nehru, d1C1e111d 3 & 4 Shavers Place 
PresidentICwameNkrumah Haymarket 
President Julius Nyerere . London SW1. England 
Professor Linus Pauling, Nobel Prizes for Chemistry, Peace 
President S Radhakrishnan telephone 

- -- -; -vanena Redgrave Whitehall 4209 & 4200'/ ~ .J.1 PresidentLeopold Senghor cables 

/./13✓ 1 e;~~;{R;;seltPeace f~;~d;tion-: 
~ .-1-
/T .· 19 October, 1964. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson,
The Vhite House,
'Washington, D.c.,
U.S.A. 

Dear Mr. President, 

I am appealing to you to make use ot an 

as has never come before to any lmman are engaged 

1n a contest 'With an opponent who bellicose. 

Your victor, would be erican people's desire 

tor. peace. The world hopes for your victory. But 

if you~ your victory may incomplete •. 

While present policies continue,. the danger of a nu~lear 

war not merely remains but increases. Present wars - which 

risk escalation into larger confiicts - should be halted and 

negotiations smuld be instituted tor the peaceful resolution 

or the issues involved. 

Si ~ Eve17body knows and proclaims that the spread of nuclear_ 
> ~ C: 
~ ~ -' weapons to new powers will be a disaster. But nothing ettecti 
r:J~f! 

.II:: 8 W 1s done to prevent it. France and China already possess such 

weapons. Germany will soon :follow suit. And within a few 

years, ever, important countr, 'Will possess the means of 
.... •• I 

exterminating the human race. It 1s open to you to prevent 

this ~sast~r. One ·essential s~ep will have to be the 

II / 

'• 

r • 

ve • 

.. 
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the Earl Russell. OM, FASthe Duke of Bedford 
the Countess RussellDr Max Born. Nobel Prize for Physics 
Christopher FarleyLord Boyd Orr. FAS. Nobel Prize for Peace 
Ralph SchoenmanPablo Casals 

Danilo Dolci 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth of the Belgians 
His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I 
Prime Minister Kenneth Kaunda 
President Ayub Khan 

3 & 4 Shavers Place Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. deceased 
HaymarketPresident Kwame Nkrumah 1 
London SW1, EnglandPresident Julius Nyerere 

Prefe111e,LiAus P1uli11g, Nebel ltrl1•• fer Ch•lftiat,v, 1'110• 
telephonePresident S Radhakrishnan 

. Whitehall 4209 & 4200Vanessa Redgrave 
President Leopold Senghor cables 

Russfound London SW1Dr Albert Schweitzer. Nobel Prize for Peace 

ertrand Russell Peace Founda •10n 

2. 

recognition of the Chinese Government by the United States 

and its admission to the United Nations. The hostile 

feelings 'Which have been generated will have to be mitigated 

and we shall all have to recognise that our supposed enemies 

are also human beings and that the universal wic~edness we 

attribute to them is a myth. 

China and Russia call for an international Congress of 

which the purpose should be to abolish all nuclear weapons. 

Wear~ told by many in the Vest that such a proposal is 

premature. This means only that those who advance this 

argument have not yet thought out plausible ways to bring 

about the failure or such a conference. 

It is open to you, if you so choose, to add your immense 

power to the influence of those who advocate such a Congress, 

in the sincere hope that it may remove the imminent peril of 

universal destruction. 

If you do this you will lift the burden of fear from 

all the millions of human beings who watch with paralysed 

terror the march of mankind toward the abyss. 

You will be hailed in every country and in every 

continent as a saviour, as one who 1n a mad world has shown 
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the road to sanity; and you 'Will have the satisfaction of 

knowing that you have performed a service to humanity more 

notewo~thy and more immense than has been performed by even 

the greatest of your predecessors. 

In the name of mercy, in the name of humanity, I 

implore you not to let this opportunity pass unused. 

Yours sincerely, 

Bertrand Russell 

/ 
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Froma ! 

. . 
tHr.: ~'IH1·r· 
' '- I , C HOUS~ 

21 December1963 
'DEC30 8 50AH.'63Johnson, 

~ECE1vr:n 

Dear President Johnson, 

I.write to express my appreciation of your policy towards the 

important issue or peace and future relations with the Soviet Union. 

I am particularly hopeful that your Administration will find a way of . . 
involving China in the essen~ial discussions related to disarmament 
and an er..- to the Cold War. 

I hope you will agree that Chinese intransigence is both un­
fortunate and remediable. The exclusion from world arfairs and the 

) 

grievances the Chinese profess to £eel could, if redressed, result in 
considerable advance as may be shown by the extensive proposals for 
nuclear disarmament advanced by the Chinese Government in Peking Renew. 
tt has further come to my notice that Premier Castro would welcome 
lessening of tension with the United States and I very much hope this 
will be possible despite political differences. 

The feeling is growing that the grave and i~inent danger or 
·mass extermination can be finally ended and I wish to assure you ot • 

the widest possible support in that pursu~t among all those who have 

worked against nuclear war over many years. 
I enclose for your interest some literature concerning the I 

recently formed Peace Foundations. I should value your opinion,o~ 

,these eftorts and, still more, your support of them.·. 
Ychlrs sincerely, , 

·-/J . •• -,lo~
Y..J~~ I \.: . . ' • 

' • • 1 .~ ' ' ' I • 

. Bertrand Russell.' 

~ - ............. •-- ••- -M -•---•• _._: 

, I 

__:. RECEIVED ' ( . 
. ( JAN 21964 

CENTRALFILES 
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May 13, 196' 

ME.Mat .ANDUM FOil 

Ml' ... aJamla H. ltfllld 
J:uc,allw Secretuy 
Departn,eat of State 

TIiie attacW muceilaaeoua corrupo.-..C. 

la nterred for appropl'law ban4Hn1 ,bytbe 

State ».,-teem. 

Letter to the Preaident dated May 3, 1964 from The Earl Ruaaell, 
Plaa Penrhyn, Penrhyndreudraeth, Merioneth, Wale• -
Recommend■ establiahment ol normal relation• with Cuba _,.u.---

ending of overfiiabt•. 

Letter to Mr. Bundy dtd April 14 from Henry W. Litchfield, 
State Hospital, W. Choate 1 
Taunton, Maaa. New• report in general. including establishment 
of a strong Moelem enclave in the Americas. 



., 

Sir: 

Tbaak you for your letter of .f •u.ary _6 
to Pre•Sd•t lolm•oa coac•nalal certain 
pr••• repona parportiaa to pve the • ••• 
of Mr. Lula Somosa toward Cuba. 

Th• UDlted Stat•• Govenuo-.t •• ao coa­
u•ctlen wt.th aay plau ot the ldDd attributed 
to Mr. Somo•. 

Bromley!(. Smldl 

Tia• l\lpt Hoaorabl• 
T1utEa • M.. • F • .R.S. 
PlaaP 
Pearh 
Me 
Grut 
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TlliaPM•• ............. wll4P 
wUll fltultz, ,._ letter el ».c.,rbo• Zl • 
wlt.llta....._•· IURe .. ,-wlll_.__,.........................,.. 
pullc ...... Bt:J 1lae•tnaatJaa1IIItlepdl cf 
lll•c ■ _,._..IOWW••a~peac•. 

McG••---...Y 

Tt. •• •..U O.M., l'.11.S. 
p, 

Me • 
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S/V'N 74JS 
Deputmead of Slade 

ulll ........ J>.C. 

SUB.JECT: 

• -- tlae plwAe oa Fricla.y,I 
t...s to fMlS11'"1fJii~Uld a ..u.•a caw. a:beuld 
be au eni ,-lltel7 ..a t.lly, • fnm S.le 
ratlN.- t Ill• lal&e ._ .. 

fte 'B..eM/8-dy meaie•raanm ••f Oe,te1-er J1 
r-..rdlac 1:ala ... ..,.. pnw.._ iafor u.. • ..iy 
... of &betbr .. aamea U.W 1'y Lord a ... .u. I 
talllk tllat uy nply ..._::1 lncllMle lafennatloa .. e 

._. otJlu twtt MmN &• ell •· lf poaaible. 
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VNl 26 VIA RCA 

LONDON2150 FEB 15 1966 . .THE PRESIDENT 

WHITEHOUSE 

URGE RELEASE Of ~RY STATE LEGISLATION AS REC[IT WASHINGTON 
~"' 

AGAINSTNET YISHING SEEMS FLAGRANT BREACHOF ll YEARINDIAN 

TREATY ~.. s~ 
• • • • ~ • 

BERTRANDRUSSELL 

p ~.__;, 

TE Dl. 4 

.82 

,. : 
· BY M-~1,1·) . ~ 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE {' o 3' 1 ~ 
WASHINGTON ,?'"c;:/~ _5° ~,:;;;:;;l....~ -z-/ ( 

January 21, 1965T/4.,:,...._,_,.,"\.....
s/s 16799 

"-~ ! 

' (}'( .. ,. i r 

• /.c't I • I 
MEMORANDUMFOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY .. , 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

;,<-
Subject: ~rtrand Russel) 's T--e..legramsto 

Presiden Johnson 

~ 
The Viet-Nam Committee has considered 

the advisabilitY. to Lord Bertrand Russell's 
cables to the Re for intercession in favor of 
condemned Viet and arguing against "extension 
of the war" in Viet-Nam. The Committee recommends against 
any reply to Bertrand Russell for the following reasons: 

1. Russell's output closely follows the Communist 
propaganda line. 

2. Any official U. S. reply would help him to gain 
much more publicity for his views on Viet-Nam than he has so 
far received. 

3. British Professor P. J. Honey, writing in a British 
newspaper, has already answered one of Russell's earlier 
attacks on U. s. policy in Viet-Nam and has done so very 
effectively. Replies by people like Honey are much more 
effective in deflating Russell's line than official American 
statements. 

er partmental 
lying 

ent calling 
Cong terrorists 

L 
_L¢,,,;' Benjamin H.
0- Executive Secretary 

ead 

I 
I 
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.pertrand Russett-Peace Foundation 
9th February, 1965. __ 

President Lyndon B. Johnson, 
The White House, 
Was'hington, D.C., 
u. o. 9h. 

Dear President Johnson, 

• The American attack on North Vietnam is disastrous on 
\two grounds: one, that it is unjust, and two, that it exposes
!mankind to an appalling' ·danger. Americans have been trying··
for years to subdue· the desire of South Vietnam for · 
independence and to compel it against its will to serve 
American purposes. South Vietnam wishes to be i~dependent
and neutral. America will not permit this. This is 
imperialism of an old-fashioned kind. 

But the graver objection to the American action is that 
it involves the danger of war•with Russia and China. In such r,. 

a war, civilisation will be extinguished for a century or two 
and it is not impossible that the human race will be 
exterminated. • Is it worthwhile to pay this price in order to 
prevent South Vietnam from its legitimate desire for 
independence? . ~ 

It is intolerable that the British Labour Government 
should support a policy involving such dangers through a 
cowardly desire to support t}:le United States whatever that 
power may decide to do. 

1,. 

I hope the American action in North Vietnam Will be 
condemned as aggression at the United Nations and that it will 
be"abandoned as a result of protests in every pa~t of the
world. 

RECEIVE Yours sincerely, 

FEB 1 7 19"5 
CENTRALFlI ES 

_boM~tu~_j>_~~ 
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Honorable Walt w. 
The White House 
.Washington, D~ C. 

Re: ''Trial"' 

You will e enclosed reference to the 
Bertrand Russell t I, of course, have had a number 

calla from our friends across the spectrum. 

Have you reached any conclusions about this 
affair? If so, ia there anything you want me to do in 

1 , r' 1• .• connection wit,h any of my activities? 
! 

RECEIVE!· 
Au;3 0 19G':i 

ctNTIIALfl bf.~· 



t.ha.n. o u. lt..£4..)1 L..c uu..J...•--1 t.<...., 

YO,;.,U'ssincerely, 

Bertrand Russell. , 
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25 August 1966 

President Lyndon B. Johnson, 
The White House, 
Washington, D.C., U.S.A." 

Dear President Johnson, 

I write in connection with the Intel.'hational War Crimes Tribunal which 

has been under preparation for a period of time. This tribunal concerns 

the conduct of the war in Vietnam by the United Stat~~ qovernment. Within 
,o,I ~; 

~ 

living memory only the Nazis could be said to have exceeded in brutality 

the war waged by yoUr administration against the people of Vietnam and it 

is because this war is loathed and condemned by the vast majority of mankind 

that demands are heard throughout the world for a formal international 

tribl,lnal to hear the full evidence. 

Your Secretary of Defence, Mr. McNamara, has stated that the'tonnages 

used in Vietnam exceed any used in Korea or World War II. These approach. 

1,500 tons daily - hig~ explosive dropped on hospitals,schools, and sanatoria 

systematically. Poison gas, cherrdcal~, napalm, phosphorus and fragmentation 

bombs of a particularly horrible order are freely used by your Government on 

your instruction against densely populated civilian But attacks 



.... 
~have occurred on the .Unit d tates·. Vietnurue....,o ho.vo n.o~ bomb"-- 01.).e echoo~ 

or village or violated U.S. territory. Their troops occupy no part of the 

United States. The vast bombardment of their agricul.tw:.al land, their 

villages and towns by the United States can not be resisted by a Vietnamese 

air force. This war is like that waged by fascist Japan and Nazi Germany in 

.....
if. ~ 
I~ 
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Southeast Asia and Eastern Europe, respectively. 

The parallel is precise. President Eisenhower made explicit 

.American purposes in ·1955: 

11Now let us assume we lost Indo-China. If I119:o;.China goes, 
the tin and tungsten we so greatly value would cease coming. 
We are after the cheapest way to prevent the occurrence of 
something terrible - the loss of our ability to get what we 
want from the riches of the Indo-Chinese territory and from 
Southeast Asia." 

Here then is the reason why the peoples of the world resist as 

the people of Vietnam are now resisting. Here also is the reason why. 

the torture and experimental weapons inflic~ed by you on Vietnam are 

grounds for solemn proceedings intended to examine this practice.and 

to weigh the evidence of crimes against the peace and crimes against 

hwnanity in the precise sense laid down at Nuremburg. 

Justice Robert Jackson of the UniteddStates Supreme Court said 

at Nuremburg: 

"The real complaining party at the bar is civilisation. 
Civilisation is asking whether law is so laggard as to 
be utterly helpless to deal with the crimes of such mag-

;~;~','!"t'~=~~~,~:::r-~=-:---~m:·~t~ud~e__;a;s~GJe~rm~any•s•••• Civilisation expects this Tribunal 
~: j nt,r>rn" t.i.nnn l J n.w, :i i tP. precepts. it.,; 



to put tho i'orco";;, o.,: ;:._nt,<...rri.o:t, o nl .Lo.w 7 .... ~-t.c: pr '-' ts, its , 
prohibitions and most o its sanctions on the side o peace.". 

j -•~I 

: ..r,···· 

! 

is t.'1-\e indictment against your Government today. The relevance 

lso made clear by Juptice Jackson: 

"No future lawyer undertaking to prosecute crimes against 
the peace of the world will have to face the argument 
that the effort is 1.mprecedented and, therefore, by in­
ference, improper." 

• 
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I ask you to appear before this tribunal in your pwn def~nce to 

answer charges contained in the evidence ~d eye-witn~ss testimony 

concerning the acts carried out on your instruction. It you are un­

willing to appear personally I request you to appoin~ gfficially persons 

who will seek to defend the actions of your Government .... 

This tribunal rests for its legitemacy not only upon its public 

mandate, nor upon the eminence and internationally representative 

character of the members.cf.The tribunal has a solemn antecedent in 

the Nuremburg proceedings. American Supreme Court Justice Robert 

Jackson SUII!Illarised the issue and stated the basis of the present 

tribunal: 

11If certain acts and violation of treatj.es are crimes, 
they are crimes whether the United States does them 
or whether Germany does tlihem. We are not prepared 
to lay down a rule of criminal conduct against others 
which we would not be willing to have invoked against us.u 

Here, then, is the challenge before you: Will you appear before 

a wider justice than you recognise and risk a more profound condemnation 

than you may be able to understand? 

https://treatj.es
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I ' I I ( THE WHITE HOUSE A I?.f' 
WASHINGTON 

; 

January 12, 1967 
1:55 p. m., Thursday 

~ 
FO\rTHE PRESIDENT 

FROM Joe Califan~ , ·\ 
i\ ,,,, 

'1 \ • 

IYou might be interested in the attached i· poem by Ogden ~ash, condemning f, . 
'Bertrand"Russell for the Viet Nam trial. 
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be, with· 
no jury 

or Judge,, 
a ju­

dicatlve· 
mess." 

"We'll be 
judge, 

We'll be 
jury,''

said 
Ber-

trand 
with fury: 

"And our 
verdict 
. has 

Ju•t
been

released /to tfJe
I . Pl'NI, 
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TH , WHITE HOUSE 
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VII ! 
W/\Sll!:-IGTON 

, IN 
February 23, 1967 NDIC/ 

pu ;i.- 3 
F~ 1../S'&? 

MEMORANDUM FOR p~300 

Douglass Cater 

It seems to me that this is a rather bad time to celebrate 
the Indian wars. Bertrand Russell might, after all, enlarge 
his genocide charge. 

Why not ship this Commission on Indian Affairs? 

ureaucratically yours, 

f'L. 
I 

John P. Roche 

d-~ £~~ 
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ay 1, 1967 
. , 

Dear Mr.. 'Bronfen.: 

The Pre•ld•Jlt ha ■ r•ceived yoar 
recent lette1" concerning the actlvltie• of 
Slr Bertrand Ru•• r lntere•t in 
· ritlng, and OIQ.r eupport for OU?' country'• 

purpo••• ln letnam. are appreciated. 

lncerely, 

Donald . Rapa 
National Security COUDcil St•ff 

r. George B. Bronfen 
ldemnayerat,-aase l l 

8 Munich,. German~ 




