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8:00 P.l!. May 22, 1948 
WOOLDRIDGEPARK, AUSTIN, TEXAS 
KICK-OFFRALLY 

RECOI?D COPY 
THE CJW,I,ENllE OF J. NEW DAY 

Friends ••• fellow citizens ••• Texans ••• Tonight I at&nd before 

1ou, humble but oontident. We are launoh111g a new dq 1D Texas politics. 

!l, humbleneu grow•~ 2!_knowledge. Into the hands or the man you make 

your 8eJJ1.tor, y012 give your fate and mine. In that higb•d0111.ed Senate Chamber 

sit the men who will decide the destiny ot all manld.nd. 

Eleven years have pas1ed since first I atood, in thi1 same park, 

and asked your vote tor Congress. !onight, the park's the same••• many of 

the faoes are those or faithful friends. Some taoes •• • I miss. I miea 

their faces • •• 1•t l speak to them as well as you. Because I apeak for 

peace••• the peace they died tor. 

J. Time for Sober Words 

Ten daya ago, I had a ·ohoioe ••• between the ea11 way of aaking you 

for relleotion ••• ~ !. ~• sixty day campaign ~ whiob ~ power 2! oorpor!l~ 

interests!!!!_£! pitted against~• I ohoae the hard way. Too long the power 

of these absentee corporate groups baa had its way in•ustin. 

Tonight I want to look 1ou in the eye and say what can be done to 

save our way of life. 

WeHave a Job 

When men are big enough to meet it, every·ohalle:age brings a finer 

world. We stand, you and I, face to face tonight with the supreme cballe11ge • 

.America must lead the World. We have a job to do. 
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Sh.all We SurremerT 

We know the alternatives. Either we work together, and build 

together, to :makeall the World a home tor freedom. Or we surrender to 

the Godless men in Eurasia. I shall surrender nothing. I intend to live 

as I was born, FREE. 

The road we shall travel toward a better tomorrow is marked by 

three bold 1ignpoat1. The first is preparedness. The next is peaoe. And 

the greate1t is PROGRESS. Without preparedneu, there may be no peace, 

without peace, there can be no progreu. 

!!.!!, Preparedneu Poin~• 

Let u1 follow thoae lignpoets. 'Jbe first 11 preparedness. 

America' a greatest strength lies in her tree competitive system -

the genius which m&H-produoed the weapons ot War. It produoed the greatest 

industrial know-how in the World tod&YJ it nourished the World's most pro­

ductive and the highest paid working men. !hat oompeti tive system is the 

backbone of preparedness. ' 

In past years, our industries have bMn sheltered by the ooeans; 

in past years, •hen war threatened, other nations held the enemy at bay while 

.America converted to war. 

~Luxury~!!!!, 

That luxury 2f ~ has disappeared, forever. Today, miles are 

measured~ aeconda. 

We Dlllt keep that induatrial machine ... that backbone of' our 

strength••• tree and strong; and we must be prepared to defend it. 

Surplua Plant• 

To keep our industrial might strong, I fought the President and 

the war As1et1 Admini1tration to atop the wasteful sale at junk-yard prices 
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of our aurplua war plant,. Yea, it was a one-man fight. Just two weeks 

ago that tight was ~J the Government recalled 114plants, saving the 

taxpayers ~ billion ~million dollars. 

We must have a 1trong and modern Air Force. To have jet fighters 

in the air in 1941, we must start building them now. That's why I;yndon Johnson 

~ the tight tor the 70-group Air ForoeJ that• s weyI, Lyndon Johnson, bucked 

the land-locked minds of milita!7 bureaucrata to do it. 

We Must Plan .A.head 

Preparedness demands an Arll1:f 1tron& enough to support our 1.ir Force, 

defend our homeland, and secure and defend l.ir Baaea. Today our J.rmy 1a 

pitifully snall • eight divisions. Soviet Russia and her satellites have 

26o division ■ in arma. Our Ba-vy must be kept strong enough to return the 

attack or any invader. Great carriers can't ~ built overnight. 

Fi11&ilz, aa great as any other 1'actor tor preparedness is the power 

01' science - the power that created the atomic bcab. ~eeping our secrete is 

important, it 11 more important that we have secrets to keep. 

Those are the elements of Preparednea1 aa Lyndon Johnson sees them. 

~ SeooIJd Signpost 

With preparedness, we can reach the aeoond signpost on the road 

which Lyndon Johnson believe, we should travels Peaoe. -what have we done, 

and what can we do, for Peace? 

~• We oan strengthen the United Nations. 

Two. We oan keep open the free channels of trade. 

Three. We can turn atomic knowledge to the peace. 

Four. We oan stand up to the war-makers and say, This far and 

no farther. as we did in Greeoe and Turkey. 
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Five. We can help those free men who are willing to help them­

selves with the Marshall Plan. 

Six. We can tell the World about Amerio&. 

War thrives on poverty and hunger. The nations of the World can 

overcome those war-breeding conditions only by restoring their internal 

prosperity. That demands a free flow 0£ goods in the channels ot inter­

national trade. The Texas cotton farmer must sell hie product on the World 

market; if there is no market, his cotton will rot on the loading platform. 

Lyndon Johnson propose, to use your vote to extend the reciprocal trade 

agreement,. 

The greatest power in war aleo can be greatest in peace. For 

the past year I have served as a member of the Joint Committee on Atomic 

Energy. If I were to tell you what I know or atomic energy, I would be 

guilty ot treason. But out of those laboratoriea where the lights flicker 

tonight at Oak Ridge and Loa Alamos will come miraohs tor the peace. 

They Shall~ Croes~ Line 

Firmneas with international bullies is essential. That is another 

lesson we learned too late to prevent two wars. To prevent a third war we 

drew a line across Turkey and Greece; we subdued the Soviet arrogance in 

Berlin1 we won the Italian elections. We mat quarantine aggressor nations 

who would gobble up free countries. Wemust stand up to war-makers and say, 

This far and no farther. 

The search for a lasting peace is the .2E!.!!!.wbioh binds all 

people together. Only this week came word from a lonely Pacifio island. 

Eniwetok:. of the test of a more powerful atomio weapon. While these great 

matters were eiaouased, you could read in another news column the statement 
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by another man who seeks to be United States Senator. Here's what that~ 

saids "The &Terage oitizen is~ interested,!! naking !.. living for himself 

and his family and in conditions that personally afteot him than foreign 

polioies, although the latter,~!!:!. important.~ God forgive those who 

know not what they say. 

~ 1'hird Signpost 

With preparedness, and Peace, will come progress, the third signpost 

on the road to a new tomorrow. Progress is made by men who look forward 

instead ot backward; men who are doers instead of sitters; men who are 

constructive instead of just calculating. 

Here are immediate goals for progress, 

One. For the farmer, 1Upport prioes; blacktop roadsJ electrified 

homes; soil and water ooneervation. 

Two. For the teacher, a salary as big as her job. 

1'bree. Laws protecting the public from both selfish labor and 

selfi1h oapital. 

Four. • Cost•ot•li'f'i.ng adjustments in old age assistance. 

Five. For publio health, more hospital ■, doctors and nurse,. 

Six. ~ federal polioy leaving to the states those matter• which 

are state functions, auoh as civil rights. 

I have heard it said that the county oourthouse should not be 

moved to waahington. 

Shall we look to the county oourthouee to support farm prioes 

and finance soil conservation? Who ie there in the courthouse who can give 

us loans tor ~tcsttx electrifying homes; who in the dourtbouae will oombat 

inflation? 
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Texas warehouses are bulging today with mohair because there i1 

no market llZb nor price offered for it. Shall our ranchers take their 

plight to the county courthouse? 

No, you don't take those problems to a man who can see no farther 

than the county courthouse. You go to the central government, as the mohair 

grower, have donea and you fight to get aupport prices,•• we•re fighting 

for the mohair growers. 

f!qllAre Deal~ Farmere 

It's high time the farmer got a square deal. The farmer must not 

be left to the merer of commodity speculators who reap fortunes without pi­

tillg setting a hand to a plow. The farmer mst have fair minimum prices 

guaranteed for his crops. He should have a blacktop road paat his door. 

He should have oheap electricity on the pattern we've aet in Central Texaa 

where 20,000 rural homes are connected to the two co-opa in the Congreaeional 

District I represent. 

ho great soil conservation programs have been launched in Central 

Texa1 • by the Colorado and Guadalupe-Blanco River .,luthoritiea. A oOD111unity 

is no richer the.n the soil which supports it. Soil conservation and flood 

control 1111stbe expanded to embrace all of Texas. 

The school teacher is our most over-worked and under-paid citizen. 

I know because I began my career as a teacher. The Government must help the 

States increase teacher pay - and increase it now. 

In this campaign Lyndon Johnson wants the vote of working men, and 

wvery Te.xan•a vote, on the basis that he believes ~ndon Johnson will play 

fair and square with him. 
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I voted FOR the Tatt-Hartley law, and to override the Preeident's 

veto. Thoae votes were oast beoause I believe John L. Lewis is the moat 

dangerous man in Atnerioa today. ~•hen John L. i..11, or Jamee b:.izll Petrillo, 

or any other man thinks he is bigger than all the people••• it's high time 

for the long arm of government ro eaoh out for that man. 

That's a part of my record on labor. I alao voted FORreasonable 

working hours, FORminimum pay billsJ and FORimprovements to the ltt 

Railroad Retirement law. 

Whenenr, as a Senator, Lyndon Johnson must choose between SELFISH 

labor and fair business, I will vote tor buaine••• Whenever I muat choose 

between SELFISH business and tair labor, Lyn.doh John1on•s vote will be tor 

labor. THAT'S HOW THE PEOPLE WANT IT. '1'heywant no more sweat shops, and 

a tair division ot the truit1 ot toilJ they also want an end to bloody, 

coatly atrike1. With the job we have to do for Preparedness, Peace and 

Progress, it's vital that our industrial maohine keep1 running. Both the 

John L. Lewiaes and the reactionary labor-bai ters Dllst be subjeot to the 

law. NEITHER SIDE MOST BE ALLOWED TO RUIN OUR COUNTRY. 

That's Lyndon Johnson•• position. Now, danand to know how OTHERS 

would have voted on those same vital measures. You laboring men, Uke you. 

I distrust any man who makes a seoret agreement. tu Tru 1t only pub lio 

statements. 

The elder citizen oannot live on bread-money alone. Under the 

oourthouae regime, aided by the speoial pleaders, the state administration 

in 1945placed a ceiling on pension,. I have alway• advooated a Federal 

program aubatantial enough to take pennon• out ot politioa. 
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--- - - - ---------wants no Part of Socialized Medicine 

I want no part of socialized medicine. I fought the Wagner-Murray­

Dingell Bill. The Democratio e.n•er to thia form of aooialhm is more ho1-

pital1. more doctors. more nurse ■; and the county oourthouae oan't build 

hoapital1. Providing aaeiatal'loe is a job tor atate and Federal government,. 

The oost ot living ia making poor men of' citizens who deserve more. 

I want to see a dollar buy a dollar's worth of' gooda onoe more. This nation 

must put a curb on the di11~ apiral of i nflation whioh a Republican-dominated 

Congress gave u1. 

Government muet be a strong ally and not a foe of free enterprise. 

Free enterprise :must be unhampered by red tape, and protected from absentee 

Wall Streeter• who give the small businessmen the pennies while they take the 

dollar bill•• Our monopoly laws mst be enforced. 

Civil Rights Program.!!_!.~ 

The Civil Right, Program is a 1am farce and a 1b&m- an effort to 

set up a polioe atate in the guise of' liberty. I am oppoeed to that program. 

I have voted AGilHSTthe eo-oalled poll tu repeal bills the poll tax should 

be repealed by those 1tatea which enacted them. I have voted AGAINST the •o­

oalled anti-lynching bill; the state oan, and DOES, enforce the law againat 

murder. I have voted .A.GilNSTth• FEPCJ if a man can tell you whom yoi.a mu•t 

hire, he oan tell you whom you can't hire. Let's have a statement from tJie 

other oandidate1. 

That is the road Lyndon Johnson proposes to travel aa your Senator: 

A road for preparedn•••• peace and progress. I pledge my1elt to follow it 

with courage and aotion. 
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Two Sell& tors of Whom Texas is Proud 

Years ago, a young man tram Northeast Texas, Morris Sheppard, •ent 

to the National Hou ■e ot Representatives at the age ot 28. He served there 

11 years. Texana rewarded his faithful servioe. and he became one ot our 

greatest Senators. 

Another spirited young man aerved 12 years in the House Kil and 

was promoted to the Senate. Ria name is !om Connally. Today he is a dis• 

tinguished spokesman on foreign affairs. 

When I •as 28, you sent me to Congress. I have worked hard and I'm 

proud to submit my record ot 11 years ae qualiticationa for advancement. 

The Battle is On 

Tonight, in every congressional district, volunteer oommittees are 

working. People like us who believe 1D Preparedneea, Peace and Progress are 

getting that job done. 

There is work for allot us to do. Contact your local committee 

and aay. "I believe in Lyndon Johnson's program; I am ready to help." Each 

ot you oan write your friends and kinamen a few postoarda. ~11 them of 

our achievements together. Tell them we oan do the same job tor Texas - a 

job for our kind of people. 

We're the kind of people who started life in a niral home or a 

little town. You'll find those people in the tilling stations and hardware 

stores. Teaching the country aohoole. Riding a tractor aoroaa the blaok­

land1 - or toll owing a plow furrow as I did in my boy-hood. You' 11 find them 

gathering together on Sunday, to worehip and sing the old songs. These are 

!Sr.peopl•J the finest people on earth; the people trom whom I want a letter 

of recommendation. 
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And I want tho•• ot you lietening in tonight who have the faith 

and courage to join us in this fight to write 1¥ndon Johnson at Austin. 

Tell me you're with me. I need your active help••• and most of all, I 

need to know you are behind me. 

This new era in Texae politics is begin tonight. We are going 

to talk in this oampaignJ •• are going to act, and we are going to work 

as a United Sta tee Sena tor from Texas should talk and aot and work. At 1 ts 

end, ury family im •111 be waitings Ky wife, two baby daughters, and my 

mother; more ~•oious to me than life itself. And when the raoe ia run, 

I promiae them here and now, they will be proud ot my conduct as• a man 

who fight• for his beliefa and fights as a gentleman • 

.A.Final Vi• 

To you who haTe heard me through, thia final solem vow, before 

God and these peoples I will aerve you as a Senator with honor and boneaty. 

I •111 vote Df>"independent convictions. With UJ¥brain• and m:, energy and 

my heart, I •111 strive to do oredit to you who elect me••• to our atate ••• 

and to our nation. 

Good night••• and God blesa you. 


