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REMARKS BY SENAIDR LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
DEMOCRATIC CO'MVENTION, SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 

MAY 25, 1960 

LYNDON B. JOHNSON: 

M;y-beloved friends of many years, Senator Magnuson, Senator Jackson, 

Governor Rossellini, my fellow Democrats. 

From outward appearances it is difficult to tell whether this is a 

Convention of the Democratic Party in the State of Washington or a meeting 

of the United States Senate. 

I am glad to see so many of the Senators. 

We've had more State Conventions in the last twenty four hours than 

we've had in the Senate. 

I am particularly glad to see my old long time friends Senator Symington 

and Senator Kennedy are out here. 

I wish to express to them both my gratitude that they were willing to 

give up their weekends with their families and dig right down into their 

diamond pockets to P83' their own way to come 3,000 miles across the United 

States just so they could be with their Leader in the Senate. 

You lmow Maggy has seniority over me. 

He was appointed to Congress a little more than three months before I 

got there. 

He got there in January '37, and I arrived in April. 

Maggy and I ha.ve been very close. 

He was kidding me a little bit this morning when he saw me. 

He said: 

"lqndon, I'm a little bit sorey about wha.t Jack had to say about you 
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last night. I didn I t know what to do but ••••• " 

My blood pressure went up pretty high. 

awa:y. 

I rolled up my sleeves and got ready to give a good defense of myself. 

But before I could, Maggy in that good assured wa:y of his just walked 

As he did, he said: 

"I was just kidding you. 

"I just wanted to see if I could spark you a little bit." 

I said: 

11Maggy, that reminds me of a story I heard around the Texas Legisla­

ture in the early da:ys of the Roosevelt Administration when we were trying 

to economize. 

It goes something like this: 

One of the Senators called up an old judge who had served r or years 

in the District Court of Dallas. 

The Senator said: "Judge, I just wanted to tell you we passed a 

re-Legislation here tonight and we abolished your District." 

The Judge said: "Now why would you do a thing like that?" 

''We had to save money," the Senator replied. 

The Judge said: 

"Well, you didn't do it without a hearing did you?" 

The Senator said: 

"No, we had a hearing and the Committee recommended the action on the 
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basis of' the evidence it heard. The first man they heard was the 

President of' your Bar Association." 

The Judge said: "Now, let me tell you something about the President 

of' that Bar Association. He1s a seyster. He's been representing the 

criJD.inal element around here f'or years. 11 

The Senator said: "We also heard what the Banker said." 

The Judge said: "Let me tell you about him. too. He and his daddy 

and his daddy's daddy before him. have been userers f'or years. They've 

been living of'f' the money of' widows and orphans f'or three generations. 

They're no good." 

The Senator said: "We also had the President of' the Civic Improvement 

League." 

The Judge said: "I can tell you a f'ew things about him.. He I s been 

mixed up in every scandal -- one right after another -- in Dallas. 'Wey, 

he'd have been in jail long ego except that his rich father p~s 

protection f'or him. to the police." 

(more) 
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FinalJ.y, the Senator said: "Well, Judge, I have a devil or a 

confession -- I was just kidding you. They didn't abolish your Court 

at all. They orr ered an 8Dl.endment to abolish it, but I defeated it 11 

to 5 in the Committee. You're safe -- the Court still stands." 

The Judge said: "Senator, you oughtn't to treat me that way. 

You've made me say some unkind things about three of the dearest 

friends I ever had. 11 

Now Maggy almost had me sqing some unkind things about one or 

the best men I know. 

But, I didn't come out here just to tell you stories. 

I c8Dl.e out to touch on three subjects very briefly. 

THE TASK AHEAD 

It I s very important that we select a leader or this nation who will 

do something about utilizing our human resources. 

We must re-write our Social Security Laws. 

We must evolve a progr8DI. for our people, including a National Aid 

Program for the aging. 

I could spend the afternoon outlining for you what we ought to do 

for the young, for the old, for our farmers, for our workers, for all 

our people. 

(more) 
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There is only one Wall Street but there are hundreds of Spokanes and 

Seattles in the nation. 

The Democratic Party is the responsible Party. 

The Party for all the people. 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

The next subject I 1d like to mention is our natural resources. 

I made a luncheon speech over here todq and I told about the eighteen 

millions the United States Government has underwritten and guaranteed on 

F.H.A. Loans for housing. 

They had to do it because most Bankers avoid it. 

Banks don1t like to lend money and if they do lend it they want some 

insurance. 

For this reason, Uncle Sam, under the Roosevelt Administration, 

provided an insurance for banks where Uncle Sam would guarantee the F.H.A. 

Loan. 

We take half percent of the interest for peying in funds to take 

care of the loan. 

I think the next Administration is going to have to institute a 

program which will allow Uncle Sam to sey to local citizens: 

"You go and develop that project. 

1'We 111 assume the responsibilities. 

"We'll guarantee the repeyment of the loan if there is 8JJ3• 

"You just start the hammers going." 

We must reap the benefits that are waiting for us in the fields of 

(more) 



• 

_r,_ 

a torJic ~•Oiler. 

'-k must re':l,p th,:, bo•-,e-Pi.ts ',rp_itin_::; .for Uc" f'ro:::: cc1rL"Tiunica+_:__0ns an<l ,,,,.,~.:'1er 

control in S]acc. 

·.Je ""1Ust do this but it rw:1..'i rE's in 0enui ty Rnd imae;inCJ.t-i__on, 

'J-v~sc a!'e req_'licements thG Re:public·ms cc:::.n't filJ.. 

mu 'l'I oxs '.JI 7!:i RTTS3LJ.. 

Hr. Grn::trko sc1:rs ,,re I re on the bri!'.k of w~ir. 

I have '1.ot c0me hel'.'e fr:i::; afte"Y11non to t,J 1 you how dmeerous the 

wor]d in which we live is. 

I will S'\f hoHevcr, that ·,,e ought to he pr<:}'ia.red for every eventuality -­

and ,,,c I re not rrepared. 

Next ueck in the Scl'\E, tc wE I rP zoine to be forcE'd. to award millions of 

dollars to our Defense ~·,.:;/pr0priaticns :SiJl sc '-re c,m 11ave a defP.nce that 

uill protect this na.tion f-r0m the threat of the ag0ressi.on thP.t faces ns. 

?E U-2 

"Ji thout discussin 0 th<=:: wisdn:n of t~:i.e s t~ps tlw t Here take:!1 by this 

.,\.dministrn.ti0n .:•rior to the Sena+,e Confer<:?nce, I think I shculd tell you 

I '!JP.liev9 Mr. Khrushchev ha.d 3.11 t 1:': inforr:wticn 0n the U-2 when he was in 

this country that he had wh0n he wr-,nt to ,;,,"ris. 

Hr. Khrushchev is the erand-daddy of all the world over. 

He did all tha-:; shoutine about a little unnrmed pl.me with a camera on 

;_t while he's got micro?hone::; picking u:i convcrs::,,tions in O'.ll' Embassies c1ll 

over ti1e i-rorld. 
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Mr. Khrushchev is a poor person to talk about the American President. 

Mr. Khrushchev is a poor person to be demanding of the American 

President an apology or statement of regret. 

If there's going to be any apologizing, the man that ought to apologize 

is Mr. Khrushchev himself. 

I'm against America apologizing. 

I'm against America's President sending a statement of regret to this 

Communist Premier. 

We want, above all, to avoid any opportunity of having it said this 

peace-loving nation ever wanted anything more than peace. 

We didn't covet one acre of anybody's territory. When we got over 

there what happened? He demanded we apologize for coming instead of telling 

us that he ought to apologize for leaving. 

I'm convinced that he's got trouble at home and because of that, I'm 

convinced he had two things in mind: 

He wanted to divide us from our Allies. 

Well, what happened? 

His performance was so disgraceful we came away from the Summit with 

more support from our allies than we had when we went in. 

He wanted to divide us at home. 

He knew there was an election coming along in November and he knew 

there were some Democrats seeking office. 

He lmew there were some Republicans that could be drafted. 

He thought this was a very opportune time to meddle in the domestic 

affairs of the United States. 

(more) 
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So, one of the first things he implied was he would like to wait for 

several months to have any conv~rsations at the Summit. 

His purpose was to set Americans against each other by giving the 

impression that he could do business better with the new Ad.ministration in 

January than he could with the Government of the United States at that 

time. 

Well, what happened? 

His attempt failed. 

He doesn't understand our freedom of speech. 

He doesn't understand we can think together without thinking alike. 

He doesn't realize there is no pro-Krusohev Party in the United States. 

We're not united on ma:ny things -- not even in our own families -- but 

we are united on one thing in America. 

We're united against Communism. 

I didn't vote for President Eisenhower, but he's President of the 

United States. 

He's the only spokesman we have from now until January 20. 

So, the chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, Mr. Fullbright; 

the Democratic nominee of 1952 and 1956, Governor Stevenson; the Speaker 

of the House of Representatives, Mr. RqbU1"l'l and myself, as Democratic 

Leader of the Senate vecy promptly said to the President of the United 

States: 

Tell Mr. Krusohev if he can't do business with the United States in 

May, he can't do business with us in Januacy. 

(more) 
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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE PARTIES 

Somebody asked me one time what is the difference between the Republican 

Party and the Democratic Party? 

I ea.id: 

One thing I can think of right away is we don't dislike their President. 

We don't go a.ro1.md sniping and spiting a.nd griping and investigating 

a.nd trying to destroy the American President. 

Mr. Khrushehev wants us to do this, but we're not going to do 

Mr. Hrushchev 1s work. We're going to settle this matter at t~e ballot box· 

next November. 

The wise leaders or our Party are going to select the Democratic 

Nominee in Los Angeles that to them appears to be the best qualified, the 

most experienced, ablest and most dedicated person available. 

Once selected we're all going to work for his election. 

We're going to elect the Democratic 'i'icket From the Court House to the 

White House. 

DEMOCRATIC PROGRAM 

The next Democratic Administration's going to have a program dealing 

with human resources. 

It will have a program dealing with natural resources. 

It will have a. new foreign policy program. 

We're going to have a leader who's dedicated and courageous and 

experienced enough to carry these programs out. 
(more) 
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We're not only going to gain the respect of all the free men in the 

world -- we're going to be their leaders and you're going to help us. 

Thank you. 

Goodnight and God bless you. 


