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LYNDON B, JOHNSON . (/ et N\ commrrres on
10TH Texas DisTRICT &y NAVAL AFFAIRS
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Congress of the United States
House of Representatives
Washington, B. €.

STATEMENT OF CONGRESSMAN IYNDON B, JOHNSON TO RULES COMMITTEE URGING PASSAGE
OF SOIL CONSERVATION MACHINERY BILL.

"Fermers are Just as poor as the land they live on," asserted Congress-
man Lyndon B, Johnson in a statement to the House Rules Committee Friday as
he urged passage of the Poage Bill authorizing use of surplus Covernment
equipment in soll conservation work by Conservation Districts snd County
Cormissioners Courts. This legislation would enable these agencies to ob-
taln surplue material, equipment and supplies £o carry on conservation
practices. GCraders, tractors, trucks, maintainers, bulldozers, and other
soil moving equipment would be made available immedlately.

Stating that the soll conservation program, which has been necessarily
~curtailed drastically during the war years, must move full steam ehead if
we are to maintain end rebuild our soil, Johnson went on to say, "Good
soll practices have materially increased the productivity of farm lands
in Central Texas. We have prevented waste, increased the yield, and con-
sequently increassed lend values, but Just a start has been made. My fﬁrm
program for the Tenth District is eimple but cleari high-lines and high-
weys to our ferms, high soill productivity, and high but stabilized farm
prices. We cannot achieve our conservation aims ur;less machinery for
carrying on the work is made available. The Army and Navy have this equip-
ment stored in depots and warehouses here at home and all over the world.
Much of it is out in the open, subject to rapid deterioration.

"Why waste them longer. We can and should stop the waste of material
and in doing so stop the wasting of our soil. Give our local officials

and our progressive farmers & chance and they will meke the most of it."



AUSTI@, Tex. Sept. - Spacific pfoposala for 1ngreasing goll produc-
tivity_andhfer§111t¥ throughout the lower valley of the Colorado have been
1laid before the nger Colorado ﬁizer Authoritg by Congressman Lyndon B Johnzon.
Sych a program, he added, could become a pattern for every river valley in

Texas.

_ In a detailed anolysis presented to the Board of Directors, Johnson
underlined the lag Ereating the An@hority as a congervation district -- for
flood control, prevention of soll erosion, und forestation. Revenues from the
sale of power were intended by the Legislature po be ploughed back into the
district to”increase its productivity ané prosperity, Johnson said.

B Since thg Authority's fingnsial reports now show & ﬂubatantial_surplua,
he said Ehe time E&B come for the Dist;ict to camply with the law under which
it was get up. He apgcifically proposed.:

1. That the best mon available in the United States be employed as a
Director of Confervation; possibly with headqgaxters and some experimental
work on land the A?thority ulreadg owns in the vicinity of Buchanan Dom.

. '2. That the Authoriiy immediately purghase, as o capital invesﬁment,
heavy”earth maghiner? for terracing and rela?ed soll gonservation“projects;
and rent this”equipmentmthfough the‘already-gstnb;iahed soll conservation
distrigts in each of the ten counties for theﬂbgre cost of the operator and
the fuel -- poseibly for $2 an hour. As a precedemt, the San Jicinto reclamn-
tion district has two guch g&c&inea operating constanply. -

2. That“the bo&;d members fram“Ehe ten Eountiaa consult ?ith their
local ccmmupitios and recommend what needs to be done in the several counties,

such as research on new uges for cedar in the Hill Country, and freeing the

rice forms of the lower valley of weeds.
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h',_ That as rapidly as practicable, check dams be built on the several
tributaries to the Colo;jac_lo, in order to save the soil and retard floods.

S "I'ha.‘b a gmmprehensive program og‘.‘ resodding and otl_ler necessary steps
be _slzpported 'b; the Aythority on the proved theory that water must be controlled
wvhere 1t strikes the ground in order to use that water to the utmost advantage.

Si;riking a.t the recent atatem_ent of Re;mbl_ican-s.,. Johnson asserted that
the answer to the_world.'s food problem is _not to eat 1993 but to produce more.
"If we didn't have high production now," he sald, "prices would be twice as
high. Tl_le reason we have high production 1s because the farmers were guaranteed
a fair return by support prices. The Republica.;_:a h;we tried to sabotage the
agpport‘. program, and if we don't_wa.tch them, they'rg liable to spcceed_. They
went around poking fun at our over-supply of Potatoes, but I haven't heard
any complaints about too much grain -- which grew out of the same support

program, " -

In order to make good on our promise to feed Ehe _world and wean other
nations away from Ryssia, farmers must keep ‘and ra.ige th_eir pr_esept _high pro-
d.uctig_m levels, Johnson said. But in reaching those levels, we've been using
up the soil. N .

Authorities everywhere, Johnson said, class the preservation of the
soil as a major problem comparable to that of atomic energy. "The future
o_tf_m&nkincl," he___ aa:lg. , Yis buried in tha.t_ thin layer of topsoil which we have
been using 80 recklessly. If we continue to let it.go, the hope of mankind's
survival goes with it." N

In axh}'bit.a la._i_d. Eefore thg board, J‘oh.nspn disclosed that of the
1,350,691 acres in the ten counties of the valley, less than half --§h6,h2_8
acres -- are Earticipating in the soll conservation program of the Department

of Agriculture.



Included vere these counties:

_(Note to editors: Suggest use the counties in which you are in-

terested)

In Bastrop County, cropland acreage is 140,954, with 67,015 acres in
progrems.

Blanco County, 32,628 acres and 18,426 participating. )

Burnet County, 62,393 acres participating out of 95,618 acres of
croplands.

Colgrggo County, ? total of_l?n,921 acr?s, with 75,n2n participating.
Fayette County, 205,477 acres with 98,907 participating.

Llano County, 25,390 acres, with 12,948 participating.

Matagorda County, 88,320 acres with 41,784 participating.

San Saba County, 89,673 acres with 47,530 participating.

Travie County, 216,254 acres with 108,254 participeting.

Wherton County, 286,456 acres, with 114,151 participating.



