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CONGRESSMANLYNDOBJOHNSONSPEECH 
8:00 P.l!. May 22, 1948 
WOOLDRIDGEPARK, AUSTIN, TEXAS 
KICK-OFFRALLY 

RECOI?D COPY 
THE CJW,I,ENllE OF J. NEW DAY 

Friends ••• fellow citizens ••• Texans ••• Tonight I at&nd before 

1ou, humble but oontident. We are launoh111g a new dq 1D Texas politics. 

!l, humbleneu grow•~ 2!_knowledge. Into the hands or the man you make 

your 8eJJ1.tor, y012 give your fate and mine. In that higb•d0111.ed Senate Chamber 

sit the men who will decide the destiny ot all manld.nd. 

Eleven years have pas1ed since first I atood, in thi1 same park, 

and asked your vote tor Congress. !onight, the park's the same••• many of 

the faoes are those or faithful friends. Some taoes •• • I miss. I miea 

their faces • •• 1•t l speak to them as well as you. Because I apeak for 

peace••• the peace they died tor. 

J. Time for Sober Words 

Ten daya ago, I had a ·ohoioe ••• between the ea11 way of aaking you 

for relleotion ••• ~ !. ~• sixty day campaign ~ whiob ~ power 2! oorpor!l~ 

interests!!!!_£! pitted against~• I ohoae the hard way. Too long the power 

of these absentee corporate groups baa had its way in•ustin. 

Tonight I want to look 1ou in the eye and say what can be done to 

save our way of life. 

WeHave a Job 

When men are big enough to meet it, every·ohalle:age brings a finer 

world. We stand, you and I, face to face tonight with the supreme cballe11ge • 

.America must lead the World. We have a job to do. 
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Sh.all We SurremerT 

We know the alternatives. Either we work together, and build 

together, to :makeall the World a home tor freedom. Or we surrender to 

the Godless men in Eurasia. I shall surrender nothing. I intend to live 

as I was born, FREE. 

The road we shall travel toward a better tomorrow is marked by 

three bold 1ignpoat1. The first is preparedness. The next is peaoe. And 

the greate1t is PROGRESS. Without preparedneu, there may be no peace, 

without peace, there can be no progreu. 

!!.!!, Preparedneu Poin~• 

Let u1 follow thoae lignpoets. 'Jbe first 11 preparedness. 

America' a greatest strength lies in her tree competitive system -

the genius which m&H-produoed the weapons ot War. It produoed the greatest 

industrial know-how in the World tod&YJ it nourished the World's most pro­

ductive and the highest paid working men. !hat oompeti tive system is the 

backbone of preparedness. ' 

In past years, our industries have bMn sheltered by the ooeans; 

in past years, •hen war threatened, other nations held the enemy at bay while 

.America converted to war. 

~Luxury~!!!!, 

That luxury 2f ~ has disappeared, forever. Today, miles are 

measured~ aeconda. 

We Dlllt keep that induatrial machine ... that backbone of' our 

strength••• tree and strong; and we must be prepared to defend it. 

Surplua Plant• 

To keep our industrial might strong, I fought the President and 

the war As1et1 Admini1tration to atop the wasteful sale at junk-yard prices 
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of our aurplua war plant,. Yea, it was a one-man fight. Just two weeks 

ago that tight was ~J the Government recalled 114plants, saving the 

taxpayers ~ billion ~million dollars. 

We must have a 1trong and modern Air Force. To have jet fighters 

in the air in 1941, we must start building them now. That's why I;yndon Johnson 

~ the tight tor the 70-group Air ForoeJ that• s weyI, Lyndon Johnson, bucked 

the land-locked minds of milita!7 bureaucrata to do it. 

We Must Plan .A.head 

Preparedness demands an Arll1:f 1tron& enough to support our 1.ir Force, 

defend our homeland, and secure and defend l.ir Baaea. Today our J.rmy 1a 

pitifully snall • eight divisions. Soviet Russia and her satellites have 

26o division ■ in arma. Our Ba-vy must be kept strong enough to return the 

attack or any invader. Great carriers can't ~ built overnight. 

Fi11&ilz, aa great as any other 1'actor tor preparedness is the power 

01' science - the power that created the atomic bcab. ~eeping our secrete is 

important, it 11 more important that we have secrets to keep. 

Those are the elements of Preparednea1 aa Lyndon Johnson sees them. 

~ SeooIJd Signpost 

With preparedness, we can reach the aeoond signpost on the road 

which Lyndon Johnson believe, we should travels Peaoe. -what have we done, 

and what can we do, for Peace? 

~• We oan strengthen the United Nations. 

Two. We oan keep open the free channels of trade. 

Three. We can turn atomic knowledge to the peace. 

Four. We oan stand up to the war-makers and say, This far and 

no farther. as we did in Greeoe and Turkey. 
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Five. We can help those free men who are willing to help them­

selves with the Marshall Plan. 

Six. We can tell the World about Amerio&. 

War thrives on poverty and hunger. The nations of the World can 

overcome those war-breeding conditions only by restoring their internal 

prosperity. That demands a free flow 0£ goods in the channels ot inter­

national trade. The Texas cotton farmer must sell hie product on the World 

market; if there is no market, his cotton will rot on the loading platform. 

Lyndon Johnson propose, to use your vote to extend the reciprocal trade 

agreement,. 

The greatest power in war aleo can be greatest in peace. For 

the past year I have served as a member of the Joint Committee on Atomic 

Energy. If I were to tell you what I know or atomic energy, I would be 

guilty ot treason. But out of those laboratoriea where the lights flicker 

tonight at Oak Ridge and Loa Alamos will come miraohs tor the peace. 

They Shall~ Croes~ Line 

Firmneas with international bullies is essential. That is another 

lesson we learned too late to prevent two wars. To prevent a third war we 

drew a line across Turkey and Greece; we subdued the Soviet arrogance in 

Berlin1 we won the Italian elections. We mat quarantine aggressor nations 

who would gobble up free countries. Wemust stand up to war-makers and say, 

This far and no farther. 

The search for a lasting peace is the .2E!.!!!.wbioh binds all 

people together. Only this week came word from a lonely Pacifio island. 

Eniwetok:. of the test of a more powerful atomio weapon. While these great 

matters were eiaouased, you could read in another news column the statement 
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by another man who seeks to be United States Senator. Here's what that~ 

saids "The &Terage oitizen is~ interested,!! naking !.. living for himself 

and his family and in conditions that personally afteot him than foreign 

polioies, although the latter,~!!:!. important.~ God forgive those who 

know not what they say. 

~ 1'hird Signpost 

With preparedness, and Peace, will come progress, the third signpost 

on the road to a new tomorrow. Progress is made by men who look forward 

instead ot backward; men who are doers instead of sitters; men who are 

constructive instead of just calculating. 

Here are immediate goals for progress, 

One. For the farmer, 1Upport prioes; blacktop roadsJ electrified 

homes; soil and water ooneervation. 

Two. For the teacher, a salary as big as her job. 

1'bree. Laws protecting the public from both selfish labor and 

selfi1h oapital. 

Four. • Cost•ot•li'f'i.ng adjustments in old age assistance. 

Five. For publio health, more hospital ■, doctors and nurse,. 

Six. ~ federal polioy leaving to the states those matter• which 

are state functions, auoh as civil rights. 

I have heard it said that the county oourthouse should not be 

moved to waahington. 

Shall we look to the county oourthouee to support farm prioes 

and finance soil conservation? Who ie there in the courthouse who can give 

us loans tor ~tcsttx electrifying homes; who in the dourtbouae will oombat 

inflation? 
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Texas warehouses are bulging today with mohair because there i1 

no market llZb nor price offered for it. Shall our ranchers take their 

plight to the county courthouse? 

No, you don't take those problems to a man who can see no farther 

than the county courthouse. You go to the central government, as the mohair 

grower, have donea and you fight to get aupport prices,•• we•re fighting 

for the mohair growers. 

f!qllAre Deal~ Farmere 

It's high time the farmer got a square deal. The farmer must not 

be left to the merer of commodity speculators who reap fortunes without pi­

tillg setting a hand to a plow. The farmer mst have fair minimum prices 

guaranteed for his crops. He should have a blacktop road paat his door. 

He should have oheap electricity on the pattern we've aet in Central Texaa 

where 20,000 rural homes are connected to the two co-opa in the Congreaeional 

District I represent. 

ho great soil conservation programs have been launched in Central 

Texa1 • by the Colorado and Guadalupe-Blanco River .,luthoritiea. A oOD111unity 

is no richer the.n the soil which supports it. Soil conservation and flood 

control 1111stbe expanded to embrace all of Texas. 

The school teacher is our most over-worked and under-paid citizen. 

I know because I began my career as a teacher. The Government must help the 

States increase teacher pay - and increase it now. 

In this campaign Lyndon Johnson wants the vote of working men, and 

wvery Te.xan•a vote, on the basis that he believes ~ndon Johnson will play 

fair and square with him. 
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I voted FOR the Tatt-Hartley law, and to override the Preeident's 

veto. Thoae votes were oast beoause I believe John L. Lewis is the moat 

dangerous man in Atnerioa today. ~•hen John L. i..11, or Jamee b:.izll Petrillo, 

or any other man thinks he is bigger than all the people••• it's high time 

for the long arm of government ro eaoh out for that man. 

That's a part of my record on labor. I alao voted FORreasonable 

working hours, FORminimum pay billsJ and FORimprovements to the ltt 

Railroad Retirement law. 

Whenenr, as a Senator, Lyndon Johnson must choose between SELFISH 

labor and fair business, I will vote tor buaine••• Whenever I muat choose 

between SELFISH business and tair labor, Lyn.doh John1on•s vote will be tor 

labor. THAT'S HOW THE PEOPLE WANT IT. '1'heywant no more sweat shops, and 

a tair division ot the truit1 ot toilJ they also want an end to bloody, 

coatly atrike1. With the job we have to do for Preparedness, Peace and 

Progress, it's vital that our industrial maohine keep1 running. Both the 

John L. Lewiaes and the reactionary labor-bai ters Dllst be subjeot to the 

law. NEITHER SIDE MOST BE ALLOWED TO RUIN OUR COUNTRY. 

That's Lyndon Johnson•• position. Now, danand to know how OTHERS 

would have voted on those same vital measures. You laboring men, Uke you. 

I distrust any man who makes a seoret agreement. tu Tru 1t only pub lio 

statements. 

The elder citizen oannot live on bread-money alone. Under the 

oourthouae regime, aided by the speoial pleaders, the state administration 

in 1945placed a ceiling on pension,. I have alway• advooated a Federal 

program aubatantial enough to take pennon• out ot politioa. 
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--- - - - ---------wants no Part of Socialized Medicine 

I want no part of socialized medicine. I fought the Wagner-Murray­

Dingell Bill. The Democratio e.n•er to thia form of aooialhm is more ho1-

pital1. more doctors. more nurse ■; and the county oourthouae oan't build 

hoapital1. Providing aaeiatal'loe is a job tor atate and Federal government,. 

The oost ot living ia making poor men of' citizens who deserve more. 

I want to see a dollar buy a dollar's worth of' gooda onoe more. This nation 

must put a curb on the di11~ apiral of i nflation whioh a Republican-dominated 

Congress gave u1. 

Government muet be a strong ally and not a foe of free enterprise. 

Free enterprise :must be unhampered by red tape, and protected from absentee 

Wall Streeter• who give the small businessmen the pennies while they take the 

dollar bill•• Our monopoly laws mst be enforced. 

Civil Rights Program.!!_!.~ 

The Civil Right, Program is a 1am farce and a 1b&m- an effort to 

set up a polioe atate in the guise of' liberty. I am oppoeed to that program. 

I have voted AGilHSTthe eo-oalled poll tu repeal bills the poll tax should 

be repealed by those 1tatea which enacted them. I have voted AGAINST the •o­

oalled anti-lynching bill; the state oan, and DOES, enforce the law againat 

murder. I have voted .A.GilNSTth• FEPCJ if a man can tell you whom yoi.a mu•t 

hire, he oan tell you whom you can't hire. Let's have a statement from tJie 

other oandidate1. 

That is the road Lyndon Johnson proposes to travel aa your Senator: 

A road for preparedn•••• peace and progress. I pledge my1elt to follow it 

with courage and aotion. 
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Two Sell& tors of Whom Texas is Proud 

Years ago, a young man tram Northeast Texas, Morris Sheppard, •ent 

to the National Hou ■e ot Representatives at the age ot 28. He served there 

11 years. Texana rewarded his faithful servioe. and he became one ot our 

greatest Senators. 

Another spirited young man aerved 12 years in the House Kil and 

was promoted to the Senate. Ria name is !om Connally. Today he is a dis• 

tinguished spokesman on foreign affairs. 

When I •as 28, you sent me to Congress. I have worked hard and I'm 

proud to submit my record ot 11 years ae qualiticationa for advancement. 

The Battle is On 

Tonight, in every congressional district, volunteer oommittees are 

working. People like us who believe 1D Preparedneea, Peace and Progress are 

getting that job done. 

There is work for allot us to do. Contact your local committee 

and aay. "I believe in Lyndon Johnson's program; I am ready to help." Each 

ot you oan write your friends and kinamen a few postoarda. ~11 them of 

our achievements together. Tell them we oan do the same job tor Texas - a 

job for our kind of people. 

We're the kind of people who started life in a niral home or a 

little town. You'll find those people in the tilling stations and hardware 

stores. Teaching the country aohoole. Riding a tractor aoroaa the blaok­

land1 - or toll owing a plow furrow as I did in my boy-hood. You' 11 find them 

gathering together on Sunday, to worehip and sing the old songs. These are 

!Sr.peopl•J the finest people on earth; the people trom whom I want a letter 

of recommendation. 
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And I want tho•• ot you lietening in tonight who have the faith 

and courage to join us in this fight to write 1¥ndon Johnson at Austin. 

Tell me you're with me. I need your active help••• and most of all, I 

need to know you are behind me. 

This new era in Texae politics is begin tonight. We are going 

to talk in this oampaignJ •• are going to act, and we are going to work 

as a United Sta tee Sena tor from Texas should talk and aot and work. At 1 ts 

end, ury family im •111 be waitings Ky wife, two baby daughters, and my 

mother; more ~•oious to me than life itself. And when the raoe ia run, 

I promiae them here and now, they will be proud ot my conduct as• a man 

who fight• for his beliefa and fights as a gentleman • 

.A.Final Vi• 

To you who haTe heard me through, thia final solem vow, before 

God and these peoples I will aerve you as a Senator with honor and boneaty. 

I •111 vote Df>"independent convictions. With UJ¥brain• and m:, energy and 

my heart, I •111 strive to do oredit to you who elect me••• to our atate ••• 

and to our nation. 

Good night••• and God blesa you. 
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LEAS :r:; UPON DELIVERY SPEECH OF CONG. LYNDON B. J'OI-ll.f:;c:t 
A T S:00 PM , MAY 2Z. 1948. 
WOOLDRIDG E PARK. AUSTIN . TEXAS 
KICI<-OFS R..\LL Y 

THE CI-L\ LL EN GE ()F A NEW DAY 

A New Dn.r, 

Frl~nd• ••• fellow citizen .a ..• Texans ••• Tonight I stand before you. 

bu.r.nble but c:on!ident. We are Jaunchlnu a new f:lay in Texaa politics. My humble .. 

n~ss :;rows out of knowled ge. Into the hnnds of them.an you make your Senator, 

you give yoUI' !atu and mine. In th.i.t high-domed Sena to Chamber alt tho men. who 
. 

'ffJl do,;:idc tt-e destiny of all mankind. 

Eleve n years have passed sinco first I stood, in this same park, and asked 

your voto for Congress. Tonight, tho park•s the s~me ••• many of the £aces are 

C,ose of faith! ul friends . Some facoa ••• I miss. I rr.J.as their facea ... yet I speak 

to them a.a well a.a you. Because I speak £or peace ••• the peace theydied for. 

A Time !or Sober Words 

Ten days ago, I had a choice ••• between the easy way of asking you !or ...-e.. 

_eloction ••• or a hard, sixty day campaign in which the power of corporate interes ts 

will be pitted a.g:iinst me . I chose the hard way. Too long the power o! these ab-

aentce corporate groups has had its way in Austin. 

Tonight I want to look you in the eye and say what can be done to aave our 

v..·y of lile. 

\ 



We Have a J"ob 

Wfa,n _men nre big enougli to meet it, every challenge brings a £iner 

world. We stand, you and I, !ace to face tonight with the auprome challenge . 

_.\mcrica must lead the World . We have a Job to do. 

I have £.iith in Texans . 1 RAVE FAITH IN FREE MEN . YOUNG lv.EN 

WHO ARE WILLING TO FIOH'l' FOR PEACE AS Tl-JZY DID IN VlAR. 
" 

Shall We Surrcw.ler? 

We know the alternatives . Either we ·work together , and build together, 

to mal:e nU the World a hortlt! lo~ lrl!edom . Ot we cttrreftd.@rto tho Oodlec& 

men in Eurasia. 1 &hall surrender nothing . I intend to live as I was born: FREE. 

The road W43 shall travel townrd a better tomol"row is marked by thl"ee 

bold oignposta . Tha first is prep:u·cdnet1s. The neJ-."tia Eaacc . And the greatest 

is 'PP.OGRESS. VHthout prcparodnGas, thon-e may be no peace , without peace, 

there ,:an be no progress . 

FiV'e Prep~redneui Points 

Lat us follow those sign)POsts. The !irst is preparedness • 

.:4.merica•1 greateat atrenath lies in lier free competitive system -- the 

.~un which mass-produced the weapons of' '1-.rar. It produced. the greatest indus­

trial know-•ho,v in the World today, 1t nourished the World's most ·productive and 

ihe hiruhest paid working men. That competitive system is.the backbone of prer,aretlneas. 

In past yoara, our 1ndust1."l.esh,.'"tve b<:en sheltered by tho oceansJ in past 

ye::.rs. when war threatened, other nations held t.\o enemy at bay while America 

converted to war . 
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The Luxury 0£ Tini(! 

'rlcat ~_!!!,!. 01 ~ haa disappeared, £01;ever., Today, miles are measured 

~! ~ecc s. 

\. e n1us.t keep that industrial inachine ..• that b:_-.ckbone oi our strength ... 

free and stronsu and we must be prePAl'ed to d-efond it. 

To keep our industrial might 11trong. 1 £ought the President and the War 

.Assets ,, drninistration to atop tlle wasteful · sale at junk-}'·ard prices of our surplus 

war plants. Yes, it was a one-man £igl:i.t. 1uot ~ weeks ago that fight was~• 

tha Governm ent recalled 114 plants, saving the taxpayers~ billion 258 million 

dollars . 

\\ 
1 c must have a strong and modern Air Force. To have jet fighters in the 

air in 1951, we must start building them now. That's why Lyndon J'ohn5on~ the 

fight for the 70-group Air ltorce; tliat's why I, Lyndon Johnson, bucked the land-

locke~ minds of military bureaucrats to do it. 

We Must I- lan Ahead 

Freparednes& demands an Army strong enough to support our Air Force, 
I 

defend our homeland, and S<!Cure and de!end Air Bases. Today our Army is pitifully 

small -- eight divisions. Soviet Russia and her satellites have~ divisions in 

arms. ~•ur Navy must be kept atrong enough to return the attack of any invader. 

Great car:.-iers ~~ built overnight. · 

~~inally, aa great as any other factor for preparedneaa is the power 0£ 

acience _ -· the power that created tlle atomic bomb. Keeping our aecrets ia 



h:-~poru.nt: it is more important that we have secrets to keep. 

Thoso are the elements oi Preparcdneos as Lyndon Johnson seea them •. 

· Where Do Others Stand? 

You mothers who love your sons ••• you ministers concerned about tho 

:Survival of Christianity ••• you citizens who might not survive another war .•• 

~~k yourself, What other candidate has told you, step by step, where he stands? 

We wc.:-e not ready £or World War I ••• but we had to fight it. We were 

not ready for World War II ••• but we had to fight it. Let• s not make the oamc 

mistake a third tin'le. We paid heavily £or two mistakes. Thtt thi1"d could coat 

us our way of life. 

The Second Sicnpost 

Viith preparedness, we can reach the aecond signpost on the road which 

Lyndon Johnson believes we ahould travel: Pence. What have we done. and what 

can we do, .for Peace? 

~- We can strengthen the United Nations. 

~ We can keep open the tree channels of trade. 

Three~ We can turn n~orr.Jc knowledge to the p~ace. 

Four. We can stand up to the ~nr-makers and say, Thia !ar and no farther, 

aa ·we did in Greece and Turkey. 

Five . We can help thoso lree men v,ho are willing to help themselves 
. 

with the :t-.1ar5:hall Plan. 

Six . We can tell the World about America.. 
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War thrives on poverty awl hui1~cr. The nationa of the World can over­

cor.ne thcce war-breeding conditions only be rcstori:c,z their internal proaperit-1.-

,., '"!t?r:-1andsa freo flow o! goods in the cknncb of international trade. The 

Te:GlS cotton !a,mer must sell hie product on the World mnrket; i! there is no 

!rket, his cotton will rot on the loading platfor1n. Lyndon Johnson proposes to 

use your vote to exte:ld the reciporcal trade .o.grec1~1.enta. 

The greated: power in war also cun be grc<l.test in peace. For the past 

yc:1- I hnve served aG a member 0£ the Joint Co:r..:cr..itteo on Atomic Energy. Ii 

l were to ·t~ll you wlw.t I know o! atorr-..ic energy. I would be guilty o! ti·eason. But 

out of thona labo:ratories where the ligllts flicker tonight at Onk Ridge and Les 

Afan·:.,a will come xniracles for the peace. 

TheX Sh;2ll N~t C:ross This Linfl 

..:irr.:;.."'laas vtith internntio:n.al bullie~ is c::.scr.ti:11. That ia another lesson 

-;;,~ learned too late to prevent two wars. To prevent a third war we drew a line 

·~:oaa !1\irkey and Greece; we subdued ti;i.eSoviet arrogance in Berlin: we won 

the Italian elections. We munt quarantine eggrc~sor nations who would gobble 

up iree cotu1tries. We must stand up to war-m~~:rs and say, This f..r and no 

The search !o~ a lasting pe.:.ce is the one t!e which bi.."1.ds all people to­

z-~t!ler. Only this week came word £roni a lonely F.:.ci.fic: iala..."'ld, Eniwetok., oi 

the ~st o! a r.1.1.oropowerful atomic weapon. Whila these great matters were dis­

cussed, you could read in another newril column th~ statement by another man who 
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3cdcs to be United States Sena.tor. :fkre •n wh.-it that man said: "The avcra~e 

citi~,,!n in mo-:rc h1terestcd in rr .. a.kin ;1 :1_ livinK for himsei£ and his iamily and in 

conditions ilmt personally a.Hect him than !oll"eign policies, although the kttcr, 

~o~ra iropo~... God forgive L"io::ie \Vho know not what they 1,ay. 

T:b.eThird Signpost 
.., 

'\Yit..'l preparedness, and Pe~ce, will come p1·ogrc&~. the third signpost on . -
ot1.r ~ to a new tomor:row. Progress is m.."!.de by mQn who look forward instead 

of bacltVtn.rd; men who are doers lnr,tead of sitte:..·s; men who are constructive in-

t1tc.1d oi just calculating. 

Here a.re b::n.rnedtau goals fox progress, 

~- For. the farmer, s.upporl prices. blacktop roads; electt"ifieci hom.os~ 

ohil a1td water conservation. 

~- For the teacher, a salary ao big as her job. 

Three. Laws protecting the public from both seliish labor and selfish capital. 

Four. Cost-o!-living adjuotm~nta ln old age assistanco. 

Five. For public health, rnore hospitals, doc:tora and nurses. 

~ A federal policy lc.:i.ving to the at-1.tea those r.,atters which are state 

f~.1..""lctions,such a$ civil rights. 

I have he!lrd it said that th-'J county c.ou..-rthouseshould not be moved to~ ..~ nsh-

ington. 

Shall we look to the county co·u,rthouse to support £arm prices nnd finance 

soil conservation? Vtho is there in the courthou~e who can give us loans for electri­

fyin3 home a; who in the courthouoc will combat L'll'1ation? 

-' 

-6-

https://bacltVtn.rd


·1~e:cas warehou!u:·s are bulgi:113 today with mohair b~cause there is no 

:n-i;:\.1.'l~ctr~or price of!ered for it. Shull our ru1chers ta.ke their plight to tho county 

c:ourtb.o~se? 

.:.fo, you don't take those p1·oblcma to n man who can see no farther th.:tn the 

county courthouse. You go to the central government, as the 1noh~ir growcrn 

luwe don,,: and you fight to get support prkcs, as we're fighting for the mohair 

g:rowers . 

Square Deal fo:r-Farmers 

1t•o hiuh tune the fal"lT'...ergot a square deal. The !armor must not be left 

to the mercy of commodity 11peculators who reap fortune& without setting a hand 

to a pfow. The £armer must llave .foir minimur.n prices guaranteed !or his crops. 

He should :have a blacktop road past his door. He should have cheap electricity 

o.n the p::Lttcrn "l.ve•ve 1,et in Central 'I'exas where 20,000 :rural home~ are co.n...'1.1.!cted 

to U1e two co-ops in the Congressional District I represent. 

TwQ great soil conservatior.1 _progran'ls have been launched in Central 

Texas by the Colorado and Guadalupe-Dlanco River Authorities. A community 

is no riche:..- than the soil which supports it. Soil conservation and flood control 

n-.1.ust be cxp:.mded to em.brace all 0£ Texas. 
~ 

'I'l1e school teacher is ou.r rnost over-~~ and under"".paid citizen. I 

know bccau::.e I began my career as a teache.r. · The Government r.c.uat help the 

Stateiil increase teacher pa.y .... and increase it now. 

In th.if. campaign Lyndon .rolmoon wants the vote o! workinz 1nen, aDd every 

:·:1::-,0:a's vote, on the ba&is that. he believes Lyndon Johnson will pL"ly £ail' and 

-1 .. ' 



I voted FOR the Taft-Hartley law, and to ovcrri?e the Presidont•s veto. 

Those ~rotes were cast becaune I believe John L. Lewfo is th~ most d~eroua 

... -4:'! in ' mcrica today. v.•heu John L. Lewis, or James Petrillo. or~ ot :.~r 

rn n thi:nks he is ~ig~er than all the :c.:.?Plc ••• it's high time !or the long arrn 

of ,;ov<?r:rnmcnt to reach out !or that man. 

" 
, Th:it's a part o! n1y record on labor. I also voted~ reasona.ble working 

hours: l:OR 1ninirnum pa.y bills; and FOR itrlprove1nents to the .Railroad Retire------ --: 

n-icnt law. 

'Whenever, as a Senator, Lyndon Johns()n n1uat choose between SELFIS • 

" bor r..nd !ah- bus:i.ncss, I will votl for busine:si;. Whenever I must choose between 

.,,____,:, LFISH business ~d -fair labor, Lyndon Johnson's vote will be !or labor. THtll,.T'S 

nu • THE PEOPLE.WANT IT. They want no rnore sweat shops, a,.-,,da £.::.ir division 

<!•fthe fi-1.rl.ts of toil; th<:y also want _r:.mend to bloody, cosily strikes. With the job 

we have ·to do ior Preparedness, f'<:iacc and Progress, it•s ~ th::l.t our industri~l 

:r ':.tchine keeps running. Doth.the 1ohn L. Lewises and the reaction:..ry labor-

dters must be Gubject to tlie law. NEITHER .SIDE MUST DE ALLOWED TO ;,UlI\ 

tTR COtrN'TRY . 

Th2.t•s Lyndon Johnsen's position. Now, demand to know how OTHERS 

w,:,uld have voted on those snr.nc vital mnasu.res. You laboi-ing men: Like you, 

distrust any~ who makes n secret azreem.ent. Trust only public statements. 

I 

https://fi-1.rl.ts


.., 

'rhc elder citizen cannot live on breo.d-moncy alone. :Under the courtho"',.lse 

:.-~,...,:!.me,ai.:led by the special pleaders, the state administration in 1915 placed a 

ceiling on pensionu . 1 have alway& advocated a Fruforal program substantial 

enough to take pensions out 0£ politics. 

Wants no Part 0£ Socialize d U..edicinc 

I want~ pa.rt of socinlbed medicine:. l fought the vragne r-l✓..urray-Dingell 

! Ul. The Derno cratic answer to this form of socblis:rn is~ hospitals; m.orc 

. ctu:ta. more nursesJ and the county courthouse ~n•t build hospitals. Providing 

:::..:isista.nco is a job for state and Federal gove1•nmea.is. 

The cost oi living is makin3 poor :rr,..i:mof citizens who deserve more. I 

want to see a dollai." buy a dolla.r•s worth of goods o:a.ce 1nore. This natio::i must 

_}'.1t a ct1rb on the dizzy 5piral of inflation which a Republica n-domin ated Conr;r'.?ss 

Govern.."lle::it must be a Htroni.! ally a.nd not a ~of ~ Enterprise. :r·rec 

-
:n.tel"pl"ise muut be unharnpere<!_ by red-tapt:, and prote cted £rom absentee V .:-11 

, l.reeters wno give the sn"lall businessmen th.e pennies while they take the dollar---·- -
bills. Our inonopoly laws m.ust ba enforced. 

Civil Rights P1·ogram is a Sham 

The Civil Rights .Program ia a £a.rec and a. aliam -- an effort to ~ct up a 

police state in the guise of liberty. l am opposed to t.¾nt program. 1 b!lve voted 

AG/JaST the $0-called poll tax re p~al bill: the poll tax should be repealed by those 

state~ which enacted them. I have voted AGAINST the so-called anti-lynching bill:; 

t.'ie state can. and DOES, enfor~e the law against murder. I have voted AGAINST 
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the F.i.:.o.rC; if a~ C.:lll tell you wllor..i you rnust hire , ho Ctm tell you whom ycu 

.i.'lut i~ the ro.r..d Lyndon Johnson :pro1)os~G to t..·avcl as yo~ ..;cr.z.tor; 

~J •• _ n. tiona.l I·.!01.u;·eof Revrcaent.:i.tivea ~t tho age: o.! ZS. Ho served there 11 

I rs. Tcxan:1 rewarded his !aithful aervico, a.nd he became one o! our 6rcat.~ ....t 

, ...toru. 

. Yi:h.,~11.I ,;a~ ZC.,you sent r.nc to Congress. I have worked hard and ·l'r.-i 

p.roud to 1,~ibn-rit. xny record of U ye:irf.l as u.ill£ic ,tions !or advancement. 

1'onight, in every ccuzre:.~ion:u district, volunte<!r co1nrr-Jttees :ire w ·rk~. 

~-./tc 111..eus who believe in Frc.farodness. Peace and l rograsa ~re getti..11gthat 

job ·,:me. 

There iu wvrk !or all o! uc. to do. Co:ib.ct ;cur local conmtlttee and i:; 

' ! b.:::.Ll.eveiJ.1Lyndon Johnson's prot;1·~1n: I ain re ;.y to halp ." Zach c£ y::,u c . 1 writo 

}' .friends and kinclr .. ·uan a !ow po~tcard:1. Tell them of oi.lr achiovoments to»..:thor . 

.., .ll then. we c:.ai:n.do tho srune .job £or TeXfir.s -- n ~ob for our kind o£ l)Cople . 
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Vle're the kind of people wllo started li!o in a rural home_or a little town. 

You'll find those people in the filling stations :and hardwara ~tores. Teaclunz 

in country schools. Ridh1g a tractor ucrcss the black.lands -- or £allowing ...._ 

: -N furrow a.3 I did in my boyhood. You'll find them gath~ring tot;other on. un.Ly, 

o worship and sin3 tho old songs. These are n,y people; th~ !incst people on 

~_:_rth.ithe~ people from whom I want_ a letter of recon1Inendation, 

nd I want those of you listenin,(t,in tonight who have the fo.ith and cou1·aga 

to join us in this fight to write Lyndon Joh..'1.aon at '.\ustin . Tell me you're- with r..-iGl, 

I need your ~ctive help ... and r~of all, l need to know you arc behind.'/ v--C!..)(.. 

This~~ in Texils politics is: begun toni~ht. We o.r-;; going to t.i~ in 

this cnm.pai~n; we arc going to act~ and we are going to work ao n. United: States 

~enator from Tc:w.s should talk and act and work. ..\t its ~• n1y !anuly will 

:.;e w.itin.g: t(y wile,~ baby daughters a11d rriy mot.lier; n-iore precious to r .. "le 

th:~n l:l.fe :tselt. ~~1.nd·when the race is :ru.n. I promise them here and now, they--- . --. --
will be ~~ of my conduct as a man who fithto f.or his belieis and !ights as a 

gentlemli.n·. 

.Final Vcw · 

To you who huve heard rr.:.e throuzh, this !in.:..l solcnm vow. bo!ore God and 

these people: I will serve you as a Senator "vitl1 honor and hone&ty. I will vote 

my independent convictions. 'With my brains and my energy and m.y he.::..rt, l will 
. -

strive tc <lo credit to xou who elect r.i."lC ... to our state .•. and to our n, .. tiou. 

Good night .• , ·and God bless you. ' 

-ll-
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Ladies and Gentleman. I am opening my campaign for re-election tonight 

under conditions which are as f'oNign to me e.s they are distasteful . 

I(m grateful to you for nany things , but the om for which I am the 

most grate 1'11 is that you haw reser-ved judgmDnt and have oome here to hear 

me. Many tim,s I have appeared before you. I am not going to swerve tonight 

trom a rule I have been taught since ~ earliest ohildhood . It is 'this1 There 

ia nothing in the world so valuable that a ~n should aot 1n an ungentle•nl.7 

matmer to obtain it. In keeping with those beliefs , I lvlw ne-wtr found it 

nece ■ 1ary in a oampaign to~ xxa abusive in order to be aggressi,e . I haw 

newr found it reaessary to prow that fit'J' 01pooont is a slacker , or a orook • 

in or-der to sh°" that I am not . 

It may be a stt-ength or a weal..11888of qur syste• that men 1dm 1:n public 

beoauee of 
offioo incur enemiesxl:D their official a.oi:~ and those enemies translate that , 

hatred into terms ot personal abuse . Our histor:, is replete with instances . 

Whisper ■ were ciroul.ated in high places and low about .AndrewJaolcson's wife -

Andy Jackson, the friend of the people , almost the first friend of the oOllll!lon 

people in this land. Wilson died an embittered and brolmn ma:n1 but before 

he le.f't oftiae the whiapers rose to such a oresoendo that a oo:mmittee of 
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aenators visited his aiok room, ostensibly on the rw.tion •s business , but 

aotually and literal. ly to determine whether he was in posaeasion of his nenta l 

faculties. Our great war leader , Franklin D. Roosevelt , was forced to the 

extremeity of ha'Ying his physioians publicly state his health was suoh that 

he could carry on. 

So it is apparent that in high plaoes such as the presidency , as well a■ 

in lOIJ places such as repre ■entati w in Congress , the man with enemies is 

as to 
aubjeot to attack, not m1.dltw:.d1cd1 nd whether he ha.a voted right or wroZJgJ 

not on tm basis of 'lldaltox his aocomplishllftnta s but on his personal honeny 

and integrity e.nd with slanders involving ,his family . I would be les ■ than 

true Ill d frank with you •••• indeed, I would be superhWllln • •• s.r I ()ould say 

that these persotull atta.oks were of no importance to me. lly good name is 

o~ posseaaion which I intend shall be pass•d down to my daughter , Linda Bi!'~ 

without stains upon it . lly ~ 1s mare !imPortant to me thaa any oftioe e 

I realize my limiflations more lceenly than any one else possibly oould. I haw 

never forgotten that I o!-W8 from the smal.~ town of' Johnson City, and that I 

am a. small town boy trying to play in the big leagues . I'm proud of' my batting 

record so tar in that big league competition. Until this oampaign yea:r, I 'ft 

welooimd all of it. But I won't stand here and tell you that I enjoy bearing 
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people talk about '1111'fanily , and nvwife, and m:, fatmr-in •l aw, and tq friends . 

I ' 11 not lie to you and aay that it's pl.ea ■1111t to hear the whisper ■ on street 

corner• aad the shouting voioe• on oa:mpa.ign platfor• • and the blaring voioe of 

the radio in!'er , by insinuation and innuendo• that I am a crook and 1ff1 faail)" 

has connived in my orookedness , and that any man who ha• eTer been m:, f"riand i1 

alao a orook and a thief and a liar and a gi wr of bribe•• 

In my Grandfather Johnson ' s day, En defended their naJJEs by other means. 

Ewn now, 1f om o!' you llElil2l mm who hear these worda ~re in my pla.oe , you 

are th.inking to yourself' - as I have thought - it 's going to take a lot 

or restraint m for .; to keep my tamper and not take a oraok at somt,body. 

But one of the things you ha1e to do in public office is to keep j'OUJ' 

bal. anoe. YO\U" family muat be prepared for any kind or treatanent. Your friend• 

Dlll8t oling to you only at the risk of person,11 oruoifix1on. 

Now I am going to talk about tm enrichment of L711don Johnson in 

_public office. 

The.re is not anything about JI\Y'"enriolm9nt" that _I wouldn't want to -ooll 

you in a pri'VB.te con-wraation. In fa.ct soma folks think I like to brag . It •a· 

~ temperament to be proud of what I do . I think I am wry rorurnate. But it 

alarms me to realise that then are people who don't know me, or who hate 
I 
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who 1-'te Jm so muoh that they have sprea-d 0'99r this district lies and ?-eporta 

that e. publio statement like th., ono I'• going to ll8lc8 is required. Perhaps 

l ■hou ld b9 happy and contented that no more has been dragged out· of the trash 

can . 

Here • now, is my stat.eimnt of 'Ill'/ personal affai?"l e 

I , Lyndon Johnson, your repre ■entati-ve in the tlltiO?Ull house of ?"epreeent-

a tivea , haft newr had ANY employment except -lorkinE for the people . 

As a kid , I cleaned up rock ■ to earn ~ bread while attending aohoo l. 

I was a teaober in too Cotulla high school s a teacher in llouston r worked for 

the llYAJ became a oonr,-essio~l secretary , and was tl'l)n elected to CongreH e 

• 
I am not a lawyer so I hal-ve not ever ea.med or reoeived any fees , commissions, 

or retai~?"•• My only inco~ is from my salar7 . Some day, i.f tbii joint bank 

account of Mra. Johnson aid 11\Yself permits , I am infoMll8d by one of the south ' s 

ablest lawyers that I my be entitled to so!ll9 of t~ incoa which the propertJ 

~ owned by Mr• Johnson produo•• • Up to this day she has g1"'99Dme none 

of the income and bas taken none of the incOJIXl out of the little business 'Whioh 

•he purohued in Austin . Onoo and for all , o'lear and n free , plain and siMpl t, 

I want m.yfrie nda and my enelld.e s to lcncnr that ilJE). la n:tmmw I am not aum:a, 

or ooka not a. ta~?" of bribe11 I haw m-ver been indioted by a. grand juey 
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nor had any mn who knc,,rs ne as you know your next-door neighboz- e-ver before 

thouf)lt those things of ?!E e So I say that this experience ia strange and 

distasteful to DE e 

SoJE people who £eel dishonored to call me deai- friend, ha'9e i-aised 

que•tiona about the house in whioh we live in Washington and the house we 

own in Austin, and the house in which~ belOV8d mothJi- liws and the land 

we own on the edge of town and the radio station which Mrs. Johnson bought . 

We paid $19.,000 fir a. house in Washington in 1942 . We agreed to pay $16 , 000 

for a house in Austin in 1943. Ladybird ~s . Johnson - and I with the 

a.sdstame of ~ sisters paid 10.soo for a house in Austiu and gaw my 67 ar--

old mother a life estate in it . We purchased all of thase propei-t1es afte r 

they had been pl.aced on the public Wlrlmt , through real estat.e firms and 

newapapei- advertisexmnts . In eaoh instance , we paid tha price requested.• 

whioh no other buyer had offered to pay. I signed with Mi-s. Johnson notes for 

t39,000 on these three houses . On these notes we pa.J four pel:" cent itrbel"est to 

Mias Effie Pattillo . amounting to about $104 a month i, and Miss Patti lo 11-.e• 
I 

on this interest . Miss Pattillo 1s Mrs . Johnson's aunt . If Miss Pattil lo 

precedes Mrs . Johnson in '9ath, she has indicated that she ray g1w 1,adybird 

her portion or these notes. 
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I am happy to tab Jq tiJll9 and yours to reoi te all ot this information . 

al thouoi the oourt reoor da and tb9 bank reoor da would reflect 1 t to anyone 

interestedi,{ in personal snooping f and J1Uohto my surprise , I haw learned 

that there ~e people in thia town interested 1n snooping except that they Jla:t 

JJ1Lke publlo only that pa.rt ot the record whioh suite theU- evil purposes . 

In ~oember of 1942.,. Radio Station K'rBC iJl Austin had been operated for 

eight years . We were told it was for sale . The person who told us aaid that 

it was offered for $17,500 1£ the buyer would a ssume its debts , and 1:hat 

tb9 higbeat ofter had been $1.6.ooo. Mrs. Johnson offered the amount which 

1 ta owners Nqueate de Sbe usumed debts of approx1•:tely $14~ooo. It oost 

her t~U. 478 plua a few pennies. I hope you'll forg1w me if I don't put 

in those pennie•• 

Now you are asking • w~re did Mrs. Johnson get that $31-.478? Let ' s look 

at the possibilities . 

D1 d sone poor man Jll9et 1113 behind son, buah in Wash1nc;ton and bribe me 

to vote &t,linst the bill whioh proposed, in l9f4- . to inorease the prioe of oil 

a billion dollars a year aid add one penny to •wry gallon o• gasoline you 

bought? 
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D1d sone rail.road worker , or some ·shipper of freight on the railroads • 

xmet me in a dark al le7 end bribe m, to vote against the Bul,rinkle bill -

~ 

tho pu Bul winkle bill which propoaoa to exempt the poor little railroads :f'loara 

the terms of tbt anti - trust law■ ? 

1b you think those suppositions are far etobed and !'antaatic t 'Well. 

remember that I haw been asked to explain . I haw been _asked to aay whetheP 

som contractor . or JI\Y~ather-1.n-law , or scnm special interests., did not get 

me to use my office and my vote in return for •• • money. The word ••• bribe ••• stioka 

on m:, tongue even in meeting the requestB of the honorable men who oppose me. 

I say they are not far-fetched because those JOOl:X are two oi' my vote• .-

a nd those two votes ru-e typical and no one has oharged othemiu, . 

Well , the fact 1a of course that it is not my T0ttn 1~ reoor nor is i t 

m:, reoord of aocanplishm:IJ;1t , whioh caused these rum.ors to oU-oulate about mv 

being for the special in"tlltresta . The :rumors were oiroulated beoe.use thflt ' s 

the way the special inteMs'ts work when tbBJ 1l'e out to punish a man. Those 

l"Umora circulate not beoauue I•m for , but because I•m against the special 

' interests . Except for a ~w people who1 we!:'e gullible enough to take in the 
I 

lies and repeat them • thsrwere spobn .from the mouttia of ra ilr oad l awpe:ra, 

· of oil o~ny la.WJ9:r ■ , ,)Jf Manutaoture J"• • Association le.1V19ra. 
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Still , you say , I haven ' t told where that $31,478 came from. Let's Jl'llke 

a clean breast of it . It ' s all a pe.rt of the good old Amerioan sys'tea .tm..,. 
for a man's enemies to say anything they want to about him , without regard 

ror the hurt their worda u:ay do to his oh~aoter and his tallily . Thero' s 

JDIIIIBkD a hard - to xpress f'eelinr; of' rewldon for a man to get on a political 

stump and talk about his wife ' s affair a• I don I t 1 ike it. But I'• going to 

do it . 

Ladybir s. Johnson--WID had the misfortune of losing her mother when 

she was 4 years ol • She had no sisters . ftJll[ She lived with her father at 

Karnao , Texas until she went nay to school at tho University . The people who 

don ' t like me have :required XD.Ato tell you about Ladybird's mo~r and child-

hood againJt ~ will . Ladbyb1rd 1 a mothel." was married to her father for 14 

_yea.rsand bore him three oh1ldl."e1l. When she died• under Te%as law as 

interpreted by a Great Southern Lawyer , she was entitled to halt or 

. she and 
the property whichfl(s-. Taylor had acqui:red during those 14 yefU"s . Therefore , 

one half of the Taylor estate should be divided among tm three Taylor ohildren. 

Lactybil."d did not get her shai-e until she had finished high sohool and went 

to the Uni',arlity of Texas and •rried me •••• perhapa when her folks saw me 
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they were glad they'd postponed the division until ahe really needed it , to 

take oare of her new responsibilities. Anywa7. she was g1-van a note in July • 

1935 , fr:,r $21,000 , ax aupposed to represent her om-third of her dead mother' a 

oommmi ty earning• 0'991" a 1~111" period • In addition to this money frOJll 

her mother • Ladbybird' s gran:ifather had left her mother land and mone7 in 

Alabama . A substantial portion• amountin g to about $22.000 . was distributed b7 

a board of administrators in 1942 . So with $21 . 000 in Texas and $22,000 1n Ab.-

balama , La.dfbird Johnson boldly ventured forth and bought herself o. radio 

station. Now I know that in Politics you lllUst not hold back anything . 

. o11141. · · 
She had received k3,000 an~ spent ~ t31,000 . lfhat did she do with tt\e rest 

of that money? We~l, I asked La~ird to giw me an aocomiting. She said 

she rem,mbeNd buying a ooe.'t, end aoJlll ~ furniture . She l"ecalled 

an ope!'ationJ also she helped pay for an ~rat(on for TD¥mother . And I ma 
I 
~ 

put to the extremity of oanfe•aing that •he •"- a SJml.11 oontrilmt 1on to D\Y 
'I
'j 

■enate oampa.ign. Sm said she just oouldn ·'t ••r whez,e the rest of' it went . 

Maybe there are wives in my audience who knows ._t she means . But f'ortunatel7 

to't' you. yo\U' husbands are not in eleoti '919 ot11.~•• So y011don ' t -ha-we to remember 
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Now to sUJID\rize this porson,.l exposition of my wife ' s and my personal 

affair• , 10 that nom ay say they did not got nll the faotsa We pa1d ks , 000 

_.. 
for three hom e. "' ·e notes 111c•·--•t•JJ1:-■llt' amounting to $39,ooo . The 

, 

house, are mortgaged and the nartgages are on :file but those who hate Dl:l 

didn ' t care to tell you that . Mrs. ~ohnson paid $31 . 400 for a radio s'blt1on . 

She haa reoei-ved $43.240 as her part of her mother's property . I oeo stand and 

look you in the e'9 ~ d say , with all the s1n0$l"ity and lll'JIZnwDi.n.flh earnestness 

I am ~mllllnx oapablo of , I havo rover knowingly served a special 1ntere sisJ 

I ha"' m"9er had any oomp:,nsation except my salary for an, act performed by 

me or a.ey vote cast b7 Ill3 w!d:J'b~ during ~ entire life 1 and I honeat lT 

believe , with a oonviction that i& unshakable , that 'tJr/porsonal hon~ baa 

been attacked beoause I failed to support speoial interests . Tne oiremutantia l 

eTidenoe 1s so plai n. I tailed to vote 41diom:t 1n favor of the bill101l dol l.at-

oil prioe inorease bill in 1944 . I failed to atay in 1- Jloodf ' a oor:r,ention 

run b7 the Texaa Regul,i.r• end pre aided C>Tel" by "the 1'ftople ' s l awyer" ••• or do 

you agree that he ' s the people's laWJ9r T I ref'Used to remow prl.oe oontro l a 

ao that the anutaoturei-a aesoc1ation could obarge yo\ll all they ooul d get. 

I ref'wsed to TOte to exempt r ai lroa ds from the ,ant1 -tr; 111t l aws . I Tote d for 



11 

ceiling• on homs so that prof1 teere oould not ask ,eterans o-thera more than 

house a were wortti . I voted for and helped to build dams to use our wat.er to 

get eleatrio power . I Ul"ged oitias to aoquiN their municipal plant. at by 

elections , and the i-esult has been that electricity is costing us todo.y a million 

ttl }/\ '( /,If,~-+~ACt1WHl&St1 
dollar ■ less every ye&l'A we 'l"'O lll!lcing e. Illillion dolla?-s a year from it. I Toted 

for appropriations adequate to '.mep our farm soil conaervntion going end to 

aupport or- voca.tion'11 e duoation traintng in tho public schools of thh 

district. I Toted for funda to build more roads. I personally sponaored and 

voted for lawa to clean up our su~lus property mess e.nd keep down the prof'S;ta 

of a few sharpers . I TOted against ~tllOClC irresponsible labor leaders .. 

AU of tbue things did not lilllce roo popular with the people who throw tileir 

weight around in lrallhi?Jgton. They didn't malco :m popular . with the utilities , 

nor the railroads , no'.t"the oil companies . Of course they don't tell j'OU the 

rea.sODS they're against me. They'fa7 to draw red herrings across the path 

'l'hey asked about lawyers• oliquee . StJ-angely enough ~ the very people a.sldne; 

were not the people ' a 1&11)'1)r·a. They were not gownment lawyers . Theywen 
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special inteNat lawyers . You lcnOlf a :nan by the company he keeps . I invite 

you to look not to the words but to the reasons for the words . n:»not 

be fooled by f'<>rm.but look to the substanot,e Aalc yow-self • why this determitlltd 

and e:xpensiw opposition , 1'b.7this ooneentr-ated atta ck bJmaeymen upon one 

man and that man_'s feJi.ily? ~ these ta.otios of desperatiOJl? Would they use 

thoae method ■ on a Illln 'they could co:ntrol1 

Ye/ shall know the truth and the truth shall - set you free . I have told ~ 

truth . Any detail that interests any ono of you• l '11 supply ii' you will 

cione to see me and ask me. You Bbg1:d; shouldn't have had to listen to this 

recital . I lhouldn't he.vs had to tell you. I regret that it was ~oossary . 

and I apologize • for ~elf and for ~ honorable opponents. 

Here's what I think we should have talked about tonight. 

We should haw discussed the 2400 votes I haw oast for you. Dld I vote 

as you wanted ms to on all of them'Y '!'bat ' s not e,,,n probable. Dld I •lm• 111 

your judpm,nt , 250 mistdcea in those votes? Tb.at would leave us 90 per cent 

in agreaa,nt . a 900 battine averngo is not bad, better tb,'1 I ewr could bat 

in sohoolboyb baaeball e 

I 
You knOlr out of those 2400 wtes I caat . m,-eJW.-i1es haw challenged only 

one . h~ Sinoe I -went to oongreH, I ha.w -n,ted "present" OD9 timl . 
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and om timB only . !hat TOte wa.s on a bill affeot1ng the l"&dio busine21• • 

I did not and do not own OD3 share of stook 1n 8ll7 radio busimu• but m,y 

wife did. I ehough.t I should not qualifJ to sit in judgment on that bill 

because of that .fact . 1"b.eTexas Constitution says , 1n substance • that a man 

shall ref're.in fro11 voting when he is interested in the subject mtter . Judges 

on our oourt• withdraw from cases in which they were e-ven romotely interested• 

Surely this who :bna:nilll!Qllllll;5Xlwbl:ruuPnnxmnb: a to?11!.n who bas license pra.ot1oe 

~~~.l~~ ~Q~ 
lAwl\..doesnot adTOoate a ohanoe in that wholesome practice . lf there is a vote 

among the entire 2400 which I would be . glad to have spotlighted• it is this 

particular vote . I think that vote was 'the kind an ho.-st man should oast. 

I am proud of that vote , and of all tti.e other 2400 J and I'm going to disouss 

them e-ve-ry day and awry night froa now until July 27th - •if ~ honorable 

oppomnts will agree that a campaign should be pitched on issws rather thau 

on persollll 
.

ebu•f::r ~~ - ~ ~:~~¼.J.~~::,~ 4 lk., 

"--.~ ~~ 
Tonight I, ha,e been i'oroed to spend a,st of ~ time talking about 

matters other than 1tsuea. But let oe brief l y tell you of som, of 111Y. wtea . 

I voted for ci~lian control of atomic energy , the most important 
I 

single issue ewr pr•nted to any t•gis lati-ve body at any t11'll!t• 

I votedto creft» the United Nations, I ha,e supported e""'1ry measure 

https://ref're.in
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remotely de1ign,d to help that organization i\inotion far world peace . 

I have oonsiatently voted for farm legislation - for prloe floors and 

road■ and e<hloation and soil oonserw.tion work . 

I voted to extend 1:he OPA• I did so with full knmrledge that it hae -.de 

hundred■ of mistakes . But I had to vote yes or I had to vote noe 'l'he alternatiw s 

were that we would have s~ control over in...-f'lation. or none . I "f'Oted to protect 

the little people . 

I votedto ex'bmd the dra.f't e I cannot belie'i8 that we want to be oaught 

unprepared another tillE . 

I voted fer housing • to ohnnnel all w.terlals to -vete:re.ns housing 

at a tizm when 83 per cent materials were going into oomneroia lor c'JlllDIIIU"~~ 

construction beeo.use the administration had too quiolcly lifted the controls . 

I Toted to place oeilings on new homes and I voted for ceilings on old hom,s. ..... 

I voted for a. labor aet-up whiob I 1:houfjlt would be fair to employee and 

9J1Ploye!"• I that would atop boycotts and strikes and would outlaw extortio 

whiob would b'ee the wtoran from the neoeasit7 of pa71Dg for his job . I 

voted for such legislation end to override wtoa of suoh legislation by 

both Rooaewlt and Trw-.n . 

https://vete:re.ns
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Ky rather ueed to tell m that a man's judgment is no lEtter then his 

information. I !"e&lize that my opponent is 1.nexperienoed. Uo• there is no 

important legislation beari~ nv r:itme. lmpcrtent legislation is built bf 

oonrnittee, out of all the bills introduced on that subject , and usually it 

bear• the ~ne of ihe coisd. ttee chairmen. Twom,n have to lea~ ttle na-val 

at.fairs committee before I will becom cha irman. th:lrefore it• bills do not 

bear my name. But I have attended cOlll!littee hearlllf.:s; I ha"18 asked questionsJ 

I bAw talked to ITBn in ell walks of life1 and I ha"'Je tried to vote t-igh 

I am proud of it , if it rever includes a Johnson bill J it's a record to 

which in the i"uuare my 11 ttle e;irl Linda Bir-d oan point 1'fi.th pride • I am 

proud or·our da:oo an our rurial ele~tric lims , our roadss our low 1.ntel"en 

ratea . 

A Illln in public 1ei--noe mst take abuse, but tmre are oompeneations . 

Let me tel 1 you about soJE of them . 

I get a real thrill when a muoh-all.ligmd little olerk in a gowrment 

job , 1-rdly able to meet bare living expenses• oaasl to Dl3 and says , n1 

ll~ ~'9-:!::'::'a& J fA-.,i ~-~-~~-~~~~-
oerta.1n1y appreaiate £,ow-vote to raise ~ ~ I was just about at the 

end or ~ rope . n 
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I cet genuiri, plea.sw-e out of a penciled letter on tablet pleasure frOJll 

sons farm wo:n19.nsaying this is the first time she e-wr wrote a letter at 

night e:xoept by the light of a coa l oil lamp . 

lfhen I get real law , when I•w been be.dgeNd all day by attormys for 

their pressure group ol ients and executive seoreta.riesJ or this assooiation and 

that association, I get 1n 'my oar and drive down East First. e.nd see the white 

and mexioe.n and colored housing projects and I think be.ok to the fights Yte had 

when they 1'1'8rebuilt1 how t~ families were living in one room shacks and 

paying rent of 16 , _18 and 20 dollars a month and now pay less than that for 

3 rooms and electric lights • 

l'hoae thitags are co:m.penso.tions • /lnd I haw al o been oomforte d many 

tines that God in his wisdom. told Ill' it was right for ne to walk avm.1i'roa 

the Moodf convention and go across the hall wi'ti1 the little olks 1n the 

tpr1.ng of 1944 • regar dle H of the personal abuse which has followed since that 

time . Because if ewr the littls people are di ■ en!'ranohise d• on that lilda. 

day will our cnooratS.o system disappear . A oongNssman gets a irett., good 

■ ale.ey- - ten thousand a )'9 Bl"• '?he next day 11.t"ter that oouwnti on• I spent 

one month ' s sal a.rr to b\_l1a. statewide radio hooku p to te ll the peop l e what 
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Moody's oornention had dom to - them . 

Doyou wonder why folks ewx: agree to public service . knowing that 

most candidates and their families are talked e.boutl 

I think I know the en swer . 

You oOJE back h0Dt3 and look into the Oj'8S of folks you ~ up with 

and you see their confidence ·and affection. 

Your old colle{1t ~osident pu~s his n:rm around you and says he is 

proud of you. 

The kids who have ser,ed you as secretary or worm d in your off1oe ••• ldda 

who ne-rer oounted the hours or beefed a.bout th,: low pay •• • go away to the 

wars and come back with -their chests co-vered with rmdals and they go to 

bat for you and defend your good ~me. 

Y0\1 see som farm lady who has spent her su1m1era owr hot wood stows . 

and bent o"98r lino wash1:uba all her life • look at you and say . we' w got 

e le atri 01ty now• 

Y0\1 stand by the bedl!lide of a ¥}lg fathej" who opens ~s ayes long 

enough to see his son in ~1.fo ra. flown in fro• t~ Sou-th Paoif1.e 1 and that 



tatmr eaya . I'm glad you ade it , s<11, and le aquee1.ea your hand as his 

thanks tor relpinr; get the job dom • 

Those a.re tie dreams I have seen, walking. 

It might be that you folks, right nov-1, oould be represented better in 

Congreaa by soDEbody-else . It 1'i,ght be that somebody has mol"e experience 

end ability to do it better . 

But since you _ha,s to <k,oide • we who ask your votos l'ID.lrlt tell you why 

we think we oan do the job better and have done the job better . If son, of 

my oppon,nts has a better iprogram. and t get the job done quicker and better , 

I know you will be fair and vote for him. That i tho onlr bans upon 'l"hioh 

I aek your voto . 

I don't deny the possibility that you will tell~ with your votes 

tbe.t you think somebody else mie}lt do a better job . If you did I might , 

have a happier life . l':m oertain that the special interests and their 

representatives wouldn ' t fuss at m so muoh a.bout not serving them, and I 

wouldn't rw.ve to confess to the "1m.proprlety" of ow- taking the IIO'M)' 

Ladybird's mother left her and buying a home for us in Austin and a plaoe to 

11ve in Washington. I Id have more ti.ma to catch that oe.tf1 sh which got 

(_-f ~ih.~ C"O-~ QJ/-
&way from m, out onthe Pede~le• • I'd haw more time to ~ :eo~ that 

https://aquee1.ea
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u.f. 
deer which I thought had horns whioh I jumpc,~wMn I slipped on a rock and p 

jumped "t¥ir up •••• Li~da Bird undoubtedly would have bet-mr schools and better 

playnates and i,,t to see her gran:lmother . And sbo wouldn't haw to "rutar 

her 1-ddy called a slacker and a orook by stmrJ little i,.rtteranipe . 

Just before Linda Bird a.rri ved to s'bly w1th us • La.d},b1rd :.mht:JIIIIltttlllm 

got prett)T blue ore day and said that all ehe bad iJbax to look forward to 

was another oampa.1 

But that was so?IB tiDl ago . And ho anc I haw both seen a droe.Ja ~ 

walking. I want to go back as your represontative in congre3s . 

That ' s about all I have to say to you except this nal word• 

Ir 1t is true that JI\Yhonorable opponent 
s 

oan show
their 

• by ld:;,t peroo nal conduct 

of this campaign or by 
their 
xt:x experience and reoord, that 

they 
Jm om make 'this 

a better diotrict to live in than I hii-vo. your duty is to vote for tMm • 

·•~t vMf 2'19u_____,,..,, 



You kn°"what I haw done , what·I am doing , what I want to do . 

lwrytime I drive at"ru'M.oapi tol , I :recall a day early in 1941. longthi, bef'ON 

Pearl Harbor , when :t talked to a joint session of the Texas Legislature . 

wa s cltfending a Vt}''oe thent ~ The Congress was under attack for 

eona'b-uoting a1r/OJraft carriers . I di not answer that attack witil a.buse , or 

v1llif'lo&ti on,J what I said is abundantly told by the openin wordaa It is 

l ater thAn yotu think . 

It 1is / later than you think in world affairs , ~tio}Jll affairs . I hope 

you belie,e that my election would 133&.nmore to the worl 1, the nation and the 
. . 

district th,n any otrer candidate ., and that you will help .JOO to make &C)Od in 

the future fa.Swe b:l.ve in the past on our slogans Get too job done . 

i'ini 

I 



Friends ••• rellow citizens ••• Texans ••• Tonight 

I stand before you, humble but una:lraid ••• in the kno~ledge 

of what you, and I, together, are u...~dertaking0 We are 

era 
launching a new DJ in Texas polltics 0 

The day is done for cheap appeals and empty 

Jiw.._~ 
pro mises. The day ~ing r or action and achieve111ent0 

We shall not dwell on ~t petty things ••• nor 1nake 
A 

you laugh ••• or cry. And when this race has run its course, 

I, Lyndon Johnson, can stand before my fellow men and say: 

No man's name has been defamed by me; no dirty brush with 

yellow paint was used by me to foul the name or any man. 

Too long the pattern of Texas politics has been one or 

defamation and villification; or reckless outbursts and 

accusations -- not only against men, but ap& tarnishing 

the name of our state and our country. 

That pattern doesn't tit the cloth of these 

days of crucial deoision ••• when a war-sick world listens 

hopefull_v for the voice or leaders from America. 



My humbleness tonight grows out of knowledge, 

hands 
I know how great the task for which I ask. Into the D•DI! 

him you make your senator, fate 
of :tilmtxn11npmn:w~anau you 6i ve your fwt•:n and 

Senate 
mine. In the high-domed/chambers mtx!huxl••mm• sit the 

masters 
mxon or peace ••• or war; men who will decide in these six 

mz years to come, the destiny of all mankird 0 We cannot 

spare a place for "'clown or buf'foon 0 
I'\ 

Twelve years have passed since first I stood 

in this same park and asked your vote for congress. Those 

years are heavy with history, mueh or which was written with 

your tears and blood 0 Tonight, the park's the same. Many 

of the faces I see are those ot faithful frieruls; some 

taces ••• I miss. I miss those faces ••• yet I speak to them 

as well as you ••• and for them0 Because I speak for peace 0 

••• as they would. 



Ten days ago I had a choice 0 •• between the easy 

way of asking you tor re-eleotion ••• or a harder, sixty-day 

campaign in which the vials of hate will spill upon ae. 

I chose the hard. Tonight, to open this campaiga, I also 

choose the wa,that's harder: To look you in the eye 

~ ~~ ot ~ ~ (k(_j ~ k ,1 
~ say .Jhat aidst be J one to save. our world~ Th!s is a 

time for searching minds and sober words. 

In Congress I have served on two committees: 

armed services; atomic energy 0 Their members MUST march 

forward with the world 0 In such a march, with that knowledge, 

you walk with FEAR. And yet ••• because men's hearts •re 

stirred by challe~e ••• the fearful knowledge man has 

~ 
learned is also charged with H6i,B0 Whether m"'"knowledge 

,1 
ends in FEAR or HOPE••• depends on how we use it. 

In one bright, blinding flash of light, 

a city was destroyed: Hiroshima. That saroe, sickening flash 

destroyed an era ••• and gave birth to the atomic air age• 

Born in the agonies of a dying city, this new world has 

not yet made its destiny manifest. 
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light 
That brief flash of lif:a which killed a 

city and brought an enemy to his knees, inspired more 

awe than any since creation's day0 The light was all too 

short to show the future it spelled out. It left us with 

an age of challenge: The air-atomic age0 

The story of man's progress is a a tale of 

how man rose to meetH each challenge ••• and rise above it 0 

Hungering cave men met as great a challenge when o they 

learned to _till the soile Man first feared that crackling 

beast we aall the firee He conquered ite Out of his 

conquest came the age or irone 

In ancient Israel ••• enslaved people rose above 

their misery to leave for all ages the miracle of Christi-

anity. Brave men in cockleshells braved unknown ocea&s 

to find new promised lands. Out of the hardships of 

our pioneers came a new way of lite, the Democratic 

way0 The very land on which we stand was won 1Dymen 

of courage. 



When men are big enough to meet it, every 

challenge brings a finer worldQ We stand, you and I, 

fa~e to face tonight with the supreme challengeg A blind 

uncaring rate has said, America must lead the world. Our 

rendevous is appointed. 

Who is this America? A poet will tell you. 

He said 1 This America is only you and me. Underneath all 

is you and me. Past ••• present ••• and future is you and 

me. America is the greatest nation •• and the greatest 

nation is that which has the greatest men and women••• 

the nation where the citizen is always the head 0 

The citizen is the school teacher, shaping 

young minds ••• the farmer, whose calloused brown hands ✓ 

feed the world ••• the clerk and the salesman ••• tha elderly' 

man and woman reaching a time of rest and memories ••• 

the driller with oil-soaked clothes ••• the washerwolIBn 

who beats out their dirt and grime. Mothers, fathers, 

boys,JDlli ••• girls ••• old ••• young ••• these are Citizens. 

These are America ••• 



We have a job. A war left only two powers 

with the strength to do it 0 America was one. In Europe, 

in Asia, in our own continent, the blood - red tide runs 

strong Some say we should retreat -- but tiulxlDllmJ[m0 

idlllllixmfm••f■i:Jx not even in ignorance or cowardice is 

there a safe harbor 0 Some, with a shameful lack of 

faith in their own America, would let the tide cover 

us 0 And some say we should sit on our hands and do 

nothing 9 Some cling to a dead past and harbor the 

illusion that our oceans ~ill protect us. And a few 

say, There is no hope. 

I reject all of the11e 

So long as there is a free country, or a free 

man, there will be hope0 I have faith in free meno I have 

faith in Texans0 I have faith in America. I know the alter-

natives: Either we work together and build together 

to make all the world a home for freedom, or we surrender 

to the barbaric hordes or Godless men in Eurasia. I 

shall surrender nothing 0 I intend to live as I was 



xx xx as rl I was borns P'ree8 

Never was the responsibility tor ~assumed 

t1 
so reluctantl,y by a nation;~ther you ~or I wanted it. 

But never was a task started with such dispatch and etfi-

ciency. 

we shall 
The road :lx:t:Jrte11wlc.totravel toward a 

better tomorrow is marked by three bold signposts 0 

The tirst or these is Prepardness The next is PeaceQ0 

lnd the greatest is Progress 0 

winds 
At the beginning, tl).e road JI uphill; narrow; 

rooky 0 Toward the horizon it becomes broad and smooth. 

To reach the road's end, we must travel the rough ways; 

without prepardness there may be no Peace; without peace 

there can be no progress. 

Our first objectives are: To halt the creeping 

shadow of oommunism before other nations are blotted out; 

restore the life-thrust to 
and to DXJJ/those war-drained nations of Europe who 

have the will but not the strength to resist that creeping 

shadow. 

https://lx:t:Jrte11wlc.to


And we've made gains 0 You who want peace 

more than anything else, may find small com.fort in day-

to-day headlines. But the short view lends a false 

perspective to history. Here are the positive gains: 

The line drawn across Greece and Turkey 

has not been breached •••• Italy proved that untrightened 

men will choose freedom •••• T;~ French are responding as 

we hoped they would respond •••• a free election has been 

held in Korea0 ••• some gains have been made in China0 

In Berlin is a bracing new atmosphere. 

The arrogance and contempt evidenced by the Soviets 

after the tall or Czechoslovakia was met by firmness; 

and that arragance has been replaced by respect 0 

Eiidently we are meeting with 

success in telling those nations beijind the iron 

ourtain the story of Democracy through the Voice 

of America. Frantic efforts are being made to 

~am those broadcasts. 

-s-



Even from the Kremlin comes peace geelers ••• 

to which we reply that d~eds will speak louder than 

words0 All of this is hopeful; it does not mean the 

battle for peace is won We must remember those sign• 

posts along our roads The first is Prepardness; then 

co~es Peace; and then the greatest or all, Progress 0 

The core or communist belief is that 

lmerioa will collapse by depression and disunity. They 

seek to hasten the day with inner agitation and outer 

pressure. 

Our answer is: For all her days, America 

will be strong. Militarily, strong enough to repel 

any international bully Economically, we shall continue 

0 

0 

capable or those production miracles, in the factory and 

on the farm, such as helped us win the wars Miracles possi-

ble only under our free syste11.e 



And we shall be strong in domestic unity 0 

The great majority of our people will join behind 

those who think our way of life should be a beacon 

which all men gladly will follow 8 

The blaring little minorities of the right 

or lert, making a noise out of all proportion to their 

people~ 
true size, may mislead other :mathnBo We, the great 

majority who belong to neither extreme, know them tor 

what they ares Radicals and reaotionaries, ~ dwarfs 

with megaphones8 

For the great majority, the course is 

Prepardness: Peace; and Progress. Prepardness is 

first because we have learned that without prepardness 

there .maybe no peace 8 

Twice before ••• in 1916 and again in 1941 ••• 

we had aped the ostrich ••• buried our heads in the sands. 

We did not escape war8 We ••• the majority ••• won't make the 

mistake a third timee 

-10-



Prepardness must consist or these elements: 

One. An air force second to none; with jet 

fighters for defense rather than troop carriers for offense. 

I am proud of ay part in winning approval of the 70-

group air.force. 

Two. Ground forces adequate to support 

our air arm, and a navy to control the waterways to 

America. 

Three. Continued research. This week 

the atomic energy coml!ission reported the successful 

test on in Bniwetok island or new and improved atomic 

weapons. Tonight the lights are flickering in Oak Ridge 

and Los Alamos as men work and study the uses or 

nuclear fission not only in war but in peace. 

WlaDXD111ar11111puq,uilllixm 

1fllttmnn~npu:11J!ll.UXIDllU 



Our first signpost says prepardness; the second, 

Peace; and beyond it is Progress. 

Once we have made ourselves strong, a long step 

has been taken to Peace. Then we must Jlllkax help other u 

free 
countries to join us in the crusade for peace: The Marshall 

plan. And we mast strengthen the United Nation in those 

ways which our best minds tell us will take us furthest along 

the road to peace. 

And the battle for peace is one that has no 

ending. In holding fast to peace, we come to our third 

and greatest signpost: Progress. 

Once won, the peace cannot be lightly held. 

Democracy is the lighthouse to all free men. The flame must 

be kept burning, the reflectors shining with hope for all. 

To say ~e can secure peace and progress without earning it 

is a tragic delusion. 

- 12-



A great American once stood before the 

Continental Congress and saids ~Mr. President, it is 

natural to &nan to indulge in the illusions of hope0 We 

are apt to shut our eyes to the painful truth. Are we 

disposed to be of the number of those who having eyes 

see not, and having ears hear not the things which 

so nearly concern their temporal salvation?' 

That speaker,x Patrick Henry, spoke of 

war; he also might have spoken of the battle tor 

Peace whioh means continuing progress. 

We have a way or lite which raeds 

be sold to all people. Americans number perhaps 

131 millions. That nwnber believe in our represent-

ative government, our free enterprise ; we believe in 

it because ~e have seen it work. 

-13-
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Against those 131 millions stand i 560 

million Chinese; 349 million from the Indias; 146 

million in the Soviet states ••• and on and on 

until you add up billions in the world. 

Our strength cannot lie in 

our numbers. Our strength must be a way of life 

which will appeal to all of those teeming millions. 

As the fable tells us, Do but set the example your-

self', and I will follow you. Example is the best 

precept. 

If you are appalled at the size of 

this job, I ask you to remember that the message 

or Christ was carried first by twelve apostles 0 

What can we sha.r them or our way of 

Life? 



Think about the world as we have thought 

about America. America is you and me. The ~orld is you 

and me. Men every where are, first of all, men. The 

farmer along the Danube is no different under the skin 

than the farmer along the Colorado 0 Ask yourselves, what 

do you want in life? 

You want a job for your working days and 

security for your old age 0 You want your children to 

achieve more greatly than you have achieved . You 

want freedom from oppression, in your religion, 

in the newspaper you read or the radio you pear . You 

want to make up your own mind about your officials. 

You want enough time off to go fishing occasionally. 

Above all, you want peace 0 

We believe that those simpl~ needs of men 

and women can be satisfied in the American ,my of life 

better than in any other way devised by the mind or 

.ll&Do 



We have come more nearly to satisfying 

those neede than any other people. But now we come 

to our third signpost: Prepardness, Peace and Progress, 

and the greatest of these is progress. Wehave not 

reached the point where no room remains for progress 8 

Remember that we set an example to free 

men everywhere; then look to our exainples: 

The men and women who feed us -- the farmers; 

the men and women who teach us -- the teachers; have 

shared in our economy far less than their contributions. 

Relations between labor and capital have 

not yet reached the point where the public interest 

is best served• 

Our promise o! a secure old age has 

fallen tar short in performance. 

Those are points of attack in our determine.-

tion to make America so strong that people every-,i-here will 

want our way or life. 

-16-



You want to know ho,;, Lyndon Johnson will 

vote to bring about a strong America. Let's enumerate 

them: Prepardness, Peace, and Progress/ 

First, these things for prepardness. 

One, the world's best airforce; two, an 

adequate army and navy; three, continued research, for 

peace as well as war9 

Then this great step to help keep the 

peaces The Marshall plan; and strengthening the 

United Nations as d6termined by our developing 

needs. 

Then for progress, these things as 

immediate goals: 

One. An agricultural system which will not 

leave the farmer at the mercy of some money-mad grain 

speculator; f~xed minimum prices guaranteed for his r 

crops; placktop roada to every farm home over which 

he can carry his produce to market and his children 

to church and school; lights in farm homes 

-17 



on the pattern we've set in central Texas where 20,000 

rural IUJUllliD!IIXDX homes are connected to the two co-ops 

in this congressional district 0 

Two. Substantial assistance to the states 

to increase -teacher pe.y scales 0 

Three. Cost-of-living adjustments in old 

age assistance grants. 

Four. By my.voice and ey vote, I will oppose 

every inflationary tendency. We must find the ans~er for 

this spiral of inflation foisted off on us by a Republican 

dominated congress and stock-exchange gamblers 0 

Five 0 More hospitals and public health service 

in rural areas and enlarged facilities for training 

th• , •"r~mocratic ,1ternative to socialized ~icin•• ~ 
!J ~ ~ I 

This program has been started• I'll work for its comple-

tion. 

-18-
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Six. Serving the public interest in all 

matters of conflict between tapital and labor. Decent 

hours and minimum wages are in the public interest; 

I supported them. Curbing power-drunk men like John 

L. Lewis is in the public interest; I voted for the 

Taft Hartly billo My votes have never deprived a single 

Texas working man of a single r\ght; and never shall. 
/\ 

Seven. Rejecting compulsion, I have voted 

. ~ 
against the swePa.l legislative propgsals in the so-called 

~ rights progr~ It is unf'ortunate that this issue 

was brought forward to divide us when_unity so depperately 

is needed. It is my firm~ belief that the 

dignity and rights of every hum.an being best can be 

achieved through education and Christianity; through 

conviction rather than comp~eion. 

That forms a preliminary outline of my 
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~ program for Prepardness: Peace: and Progress. Had I 

the time and you the patience, we could talk together 

much of the evening concerning my record as a Congress-

man, and what I hope to do as a Senator 0 We could talk 

bout free trade, housing, veterans ••• taxes on oleomargarine. 

you 
And dozens of otlier things. But if/forget evervthing 

else I have sai~ remember. this: 

The chief concern or Lyndon Johnson as a 

Senator will be to win and keep the peace. TO WIN •• AND 

KEEP••• THE PEACE. 

My conviction that it can be done brought 

me into this race. It 1'.'0n1t be done by those who piddle 

and patter; by men whose eyes are in the back of their head; 

by panderers or bigotry and hate~ 



The job can be done ••• b1 young men who have learned 

that in this atomic-air age, Paris, Texas is neat door to 

Paris, France •••• Those courageous young Texaas who flew 

the Atlantic and the Pacific •• who dropped bombs on Berlin 

••• you young men who cursed the flies of Africa and 1m the 

mosquitoes or New Guinea. You who saw the filth or India, 

the squalor of ~hina, the decadence of Hungary. You 

who know it's a small world 9 And you fathers and mothers, 

whose blood runs cold at the thought or another slaughter. 

You can meet this greatest of all challenges 9 

This is my farewell as a Congressman 

to the people of my district. To the best or my ability, 

I have served that great majority with whom my interests 

and my sympathies lie. Every letter, every postcard, you've 

written me has been answered -- conscientiously. Because 

you are mykind or people ••• the kind of people from mill whom 

I come and to whom I belong. 



You'll find them in the little towns, 

in filling stations and cleaning shops and hardware 

stores. You'll fiDi them teaching in country schools ••• 

where once I taught. Or riding a tractor across the 

blacklands -- for following the furrow of a plow as 

once I did near Stonewall. You•~l find them q gathering 

together on Sunday, to worship and sing the old songs. 

Those are my people: The finest people this world has 

ever produced. 

One honored as I have been by you 

should ask no further favors, and this is my last. I 

want each of you to write.ea recommendation.Ct of 

has 
You know ~e; each or you ilm friends and kinsmen who 

~~ 
don't. A .J.e,&et from you, saying candidly what kind 

or Senator Lyndon Johnson would make• That's all I ask. 
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You can write that let\er if you think 

Lyndon Johnson's record over the past t~elve years 

has been one of achievement rather than destruction. 

You can write it if you agree that I have discharged 

my duties as congressman in a level-~eaded manner, 

with energy, and with honor to you and to myself 0 

You can write it if you believe with me that Peace 

is the on]J' important subject before the ~orld todsy 0 

You can write it if you think I am the best qualified 

man to do a job for peaee 8 

csThis campaign ••• t s new era in Texas 

it is imp~tant that I 

and my two and my mother~ 

ble 

to says aboveboardG You 

have no reason 



-

This ne~ era in Texas politics is begun 

tonight. At its end my family •ill be waiting: Mywife, 

two baby daughters and my mother; more i~portant to 

me than life itself . And when the race is run, I 

prolllise them now, t~ey will be proud of my conduct 

as a man who fights for his beliefs and as a gentle111&nq 

To you who have heard me through , this 

final solemn vo~, before God and these people: I will 

serve you as senator with honor and honesty . With my-

~ 
brains and my energy and my heart , I will strive to 

do credit to you who elect me, to our state , and our 

nation. 

Good night; and God bless you8 

-
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