CONGRESSMAN LYNDON JOHNSON SPEECH
B:OO P-Ho hy 22’ 1%8
WOOLDRIDGE PARK, AUSTIN, TEXAS
KICE-OFF RALLY

THE CHALLENGE OF A NEW DAY

A New Day

Friends «.. fellow citizens ... Texans ... Tonight I stand before
you, humble but confident. We are launching a new day in Texas politics.

My humbleness grows out of knowledge. Into the hands of the man you make

your Semator, you give your fete and mine. In that high-domed Senate Chamber
git the men who will decide the destiny of all mankind.

Eleven years have passed since first I stood, in this same park,
and asked your vote for Congress. Tonight, the park's the same ... many of
the faces are those of faithful friends. Some feces ... I miss. I miss
their faces ... yet I speak to them as well as you. Because I speak for
peace ... the peace they died for.

A Time for Sober Words

Ten days ago, I had a choice ... between the easy way of asking you

for redleotion ... or a hard, sixty day campaign in which the power of corporate

interests will be pitted against me. I ohose the hard way. Too long the power

of these absentee corporate groups has had its way in Austin.
Tonight I want to loock you in the eye and say what can be done to
save our way of life.
Yo Have & Job
When men are big enough to meet it, every challenge brings & finer
world. We stand, you and I, face to face tonight with the supreme challenge.

Amerioa must lead the World. We have a job to doe.
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8hall _TE Surrender?

We know the alternatives. Either we work together, and build
together, to make all the World a home for freedom. Or we surrender to
the Godless men in Euresia. I shall surrender nothing. I intend to live
as 1 was borngs FREE.

The road we shall travel toward a better tomorrow ie marked by

three bold signposts. The first is preparedness. The next is peace. And

the greatest is PROGRESS. Without preparedness, there may be no peace;
without peace, there can be no progress.

Five Preparedness Pointa

Let us follow those signposts. The first is preparedness.

dmerica's greateat strength lies in her free competitive system -
the genius which mass-produced the weapons of War. It produced the greatest
industrial know-how in the World todays it nourished the World's most pro-
ductive and the highest paid working men. That competitive system is the
backbone of preparedness. 3

In past years, our industries have been sheltered by the oceans;
in past years, when war threatened, other nations held the enemy at bay while
Amerioa converted to war.

The Luxury of Time

That luxury of time has disappeared, forever. Today, miles are

measured H gecondsg.

We must keep that industrial mechine ... that backbone of our
strength ... free and strong; and we must be prepared to defend it.
Surplus Plants

To keep our industrial might strong, I fought the President and

the War Assets Administration to stop the wasteful sale at junk-yard prices
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of our surplus war plants. Yes, it was a one-man fight. Just two weeks
ago that fight was won; the Government recalled 11, plants, saving the

taxpayers one billion 258 million dollars.

We must have & strong and modern Alr Force. To have jet fighters

in the air in 1941, we must start building them now. That's why Lyndon Johnson

led the fight for the 70-group Air Force; that's why I, Lyndon Johnson, bucked

the land-locked minds of military bureaucrats to do ite.

We Must Plan Ahead

Preparedness demands an Army strong enough to support owr Air Force,
defend our homeland, and secure and defend Air Bases. Today our Army is
pitifully small - eight divisions. Soviet Russia and her satellites have

260 divisions in arms. Our Navy must be kept strong emough to return the

attack of any invader. Great ocarriers can't be built overnight.

Finadly, as great as any other factor for preparedness is the power
of science - the power that oreated the atomic bomb. Keeping our secrets is
important; it is more important that we have secrets to keep.

Those are the elements of Preparedness as Lyndon Johnson sees them.

The Second Signpost

With preparedness, we can reach the second signpost on the road
whieh Lyndon Johnson believes we should travel: Peace. What have we done,
and what cen we do, for Peace?

Qne. We oan strengthen the United Nations.

Twoe We can keep open the free channels of trade.

Three. We can turn atomic knowledge to thd peace.

Four. We can stand up to the war-makers and say, This far and

no farther, as we did in Greece and Turkey.



Five. We can help those free men who are willing to help them-
selves with the Marshall Plan.

Six. We ocan tell the World about Amerioce.

Wear thrives on poverty and hunger. The nations of the World can
overcome those war-breeding conditions only by restoring their internal
prosperity. That demands a free flow of goods in the channels of inter-
national trade. The Texas cotton farmer must sell his produet on the World
market; if there is no market, his cotton will rot on the loading platform.
Lyndon Johnson proposes to use your vote to extend the reciprocal trade
agreements.

The greatest power in war also can be greatest in peace. For
the past year I have served as a member of the Joint Committee on Atomic
Energy. If I were to tell you what I know of atomic energy, I would be
guilty of treason. But out of those laboratories where the lights flicker
tonight at Oak Ridge and Los Alamos will come miracles for the peace.

They Shall Not Cross This Line

Firmness with international bullies is essential. That is another
legson we learned too late to prevent two wars. To prevent a third war we
drew a line across Turkey and Greece; we subdued the Soviet arrogance in
Berlin; we won the Italian elections. We must quarantine aggressor nations
who would gobble up free countries. Fle must stand up to war-makers and say,
This far and no farther.

The search for a lasting peace is the one tie which binds all
people together. Only this week came word from a lonely Pacifie island,
Eniwetok, of the test of a more powerful atomioc weapon. While these great

matters were éiscussed, you could read in another news column the statement
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by another man who seeks to be United States Senator. Here's what that man

said;s "The average citizen is more interested in making a living for himself

and his family and in conditions that personally affect him than foreign

policies, although the latter, too are important.™ God forgive those who

know not what they say.

The Third Siznpost

With preparedness, and Peace, will come progress, the third signpost
on the road to a new tomorrow. Progress is made by men who look forward
instead of backward; men who are doers instead of sitters; men who are
constructive instead of just calculating.

Here are immediate goals for progress:

One. For the farmer, support prices; blacktop roads; electrified
homes; soil and water oonservation.

Iwo. For the teacher, a salary as big as her job.

Three. Laws protecting the public from both selfish labor and
selfish capital. |

Four. & Cost-of-living adjustments in old age assistance.

Five. For publiec health, more hospitals, doctors and murses.

Six. A federal policy leaving to the states those mattersx which
are state functions, such as civil rights.

I have heard it said that the county courthouse should not be
moved to Washington.

Shall we look to the county courthouse to support farm prices
and finance soll conservation? Who is there in the courthouse who can give
us loans for mimxkix electrifying hames; who in the dourthouse will combat

inflation?
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Texas warehouses are bulging today with mohair because there is
no market zxix nor price offered for it. Shall our ranchers take their
plight to the county courthouse?

No, you don't take those problems to & man who can see no farther
than the ocounty courthouse. You go to the central govermment, as the mohair
growers have done; and you fight to get support prices, as we're fighting
for the mohair growers.

Square Deal for Farmers

It's high time the farmer got a square deal. The farmer must not
be left to the mercy of commodity speculators whe reap fortunes without gmi-
timg setting a hand to a plow. The farmer mist have fair minimum prices
guaranteed for his crops. He should have a blacktop road past his door.

He should have cheap eleotricity on the pattern we've set im Central Texas
where 20,000 rural homes are connected to the two co-ops in the Congressional
Distriet I represent.

Two great soil conservation programs have been launched in Central
Texas x by the Colorado and Guadalupe-Blanco River Authorities. A comnunity
is no richer than the soil which supports it. 8o0il conservation and floed
control must be expanded to embrace all of Texas.

The school teascher is our mosgt over-worked and under-paid citizen.
I know because I began my career as a teacher. The Government must help the
States inorease teacher pay - &and increase it now.

In this ocampaign Lyndon Johnson wants the vote of working men, and
wvery Texan's vote, on the basis that he believes Lyndon Johnson will play
fair and square with him.

w fiw



I voted FOR the Taft-Hartley law, and to override the President's
veto. Those votes were cast because I believe John L. Lewis is the most
dangerous man in America today. “hen John L. Lewis, or James ®sxxm Petrillo,
or any other man thinks he is bigger than all the people ... it's high time
for the long arm of government ro each out for that man.

That's a part of my record on labor. I also voted FOR reasonable
working hours, FOR minimum pay bills; and FOR improvements to the Rik
Railroad Retirement law.

Whenever, as a Senator, Lyndon Johnson must choose between SELFISH
labor and fair business, I will vote for business. Whenever I must choose
between SELFISH business and fair labor, Lyndoh Johnson's vote will be for
labor. THAT'S HOW THE PEOPLE WANT IT. They want no more sweat shops, and
e fair division of the fruits of toil; they also want an end to blecody,
costly strikes. With the job we have to do for Preparedness, Peace and
Progress, it's vital that our industrial machine keeps rumning. Both the
John L. Lewises and the reactiomary labor-baiters must be subjeot to the
law. NEITHER SIDE MUST BE ALLOWED TO RUIN OUR COUNTRY.

That's Lyndon Johnson's position. Now, demand to know how OTHERS
would have voted on those same vital measures. You laboring men: Like you,
I distrust any man who makes a seoret agreement. Z2mx Trust only public
statements.

The elder citizen eannot live on bread-money alone. Under the
courthouse regime, aided by the special pleaders, the state administration
in 1945 placed & ceiling on pensions. I have always advocated a Federal

program substantial enough to take pensions out of polities.



Wants no Part of Socialized Medicine

I want no part of socialired medicine. I fought the Wagner-Murray-
Dingell Bill. The Democratio answer to this form of socialism is more hos-
pitals, more doctors, more murses; and the county courthouse can't build
hospitals. Providing assistance is a job for state and Federal governments.

The cost of living is making poor men of eitizens who deserve more.
I want to see a dollar buy a dollar's worth of goods once more. This nation
must put a curb on the diszy spiral of inflation which & Republican-dominated
Congress gave us.

Government must be a strong ally and not a foe of free enterprise.
Free enterprise must be timhampered by red tape, and protected from absentee
Wall Streeters who give the small businessmen the pennies while they take the
dollar bills. Our monopoly laws mst be enforced.

Civil Rights Program is a Sham

The Civil Rights Program is a fmxmm farce and a sham - an effort to
set up a police state in the guise of liberty. I am opposed to that program.
I have voted AGAINST the so-called poll tax repeal bill; the poll tax should
be repealed by those states which enacted them. I have voted AGAINST the so-
called anti-lynching bill; the state can, and DOES, enforce the law against
murder. I have voted AGAINST the FEPC; if a man can tell you whom yow must
hire, he can tell you whom you can't hire. Let's have a statement from the
other ocandidates.

That is the road Lyndon Johnson proposes to travel as your Senator:
A road for preparedness, peace and progress. I pledge myself to follow it

with courage and action.



Two Senators gs_ﬂhum Texas is Proud

Years ago, & young man from Northeast Texas, Morris Sheppard, went
to the National House of Representatives at the age of 28. He sgerved there
11 years. Texans rewarded his faithful service, and he became one of our
greatest Senators.

Another spirited young man served 12 years in the House mx and
was promoted to the Senate. His name is Tom Connally. Today he is a dis-
tinguished spokesman on foreign affairs.

When I was 28, you sent me to Congress. I have worked hard and I'm
proud to submit my record of ll years as qualifications for advancement.

The Battle 1s On

Tonight, in every congreassional district, volunteer committees are
working. People like usz who believe in Preparedness, Peace and Progress are
getting that job done.

There is work for all of us to do. Contasct your local committee
and say, "I believe in Lyndon Johnson's program; I am ready to help." Each
of you ocan write your friends and kinsmen a few postocards. Tell them of
our achievements together. Tell them we can do the same job for Texas - a
Job for our kind of people.

We're the kind of people who started life in a rural home or a
little town. You'll find those people in the filling stations and hardware
stores. Teaching the country schools. Riding a tractor across the black=-
lands - or following a plow furrow as I did in my boyhood. You'll find them
gathering together on Sunday, to worship and sing the old songs. These are
my people; the finest people on earth; the people from whom I want a letter

of recommendation.



And I want those of you listening in tonight who have the faith
and courage to join us in this fight to write Lyndon Johnson at Austin.
Tell me you're with me. I need your active help ... and most of all, I
need to know you are behind me.

This new era in Texas politics is begin tonight. We are going
to talk in this oampaign; we are going to act, and we are going to work
as a United States Senator from Texas should talk and aot and work. At its
end, my family hm will be waliting: My wife, two baby daughters, and my
mother; more precious to me than life itself. And when the race is run,
I promise them here and now, they will be proud of my conduct es = & man
who fights for his beliefs and fights as a gentleman.

A Final View

To you who have heard me through, this final solemm vow, before
God and these people; I will serve you as & Senator with honor and honesty.
I will vote my independent convictions. With my breins and my energy and
my heart, I will strive to do oredit to you who elect me ... to our state ..
and to our nation.

Good night ... and God bless you.
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THE CHALLEMNGE OF A NEW DAY

A New an

Fticndi <. fellow citizens .., Texans ... Tonight I stand before you,
nurble but confident. We are launching a new day in Texas politics. My humble-

nz2ss orows out of knowledge. Into the hands of the man you make your Senator,

you give your fate and mine. In that high-domed Senate Chamber sit the men who
will decide the destiny of all mankind. ' |

Eleven years have passed gince first I stood, in this same park, and asked
your vota for Congress. Tonight, the park's the same ... many of the faces are
those of faithful friends. Some faces ... I miss. I miss their faces ... yet I speak

o them as well as you., Because I speak for peace ... the peace they died for.

A Time for Scbher Words

Ten days ago, I had a choice ... between the easy way of asking you for re-

election ... or a hard, sixty day campaign in which the power of corporate intercsts

will be pitted against me. I chose the hard way. Too long the power of thege ab=-
sentee corporate groups has had its way in Austin.
Tonight I want to look you in the eye and say what can be done to save our

wiy of life.



We Have a Job

When men are big enough to meet it, every challenge brings a finér
world. We stand, you and I, face to face tonight with the supreme challenge.
America must lead the World. We have a job to do.

I have faith in Texans. I HAVE FAITH IN FREE MEN. YOUNG MEN
WHO ARE WILLING TC FIGHT FOR PI";A?E AS THZY DID IN WAR,

Shall We Surrcnder?

We know the alternatives. Iither we work together, and build together,

to malke all the World a home for freedom. Or we surrender to the Godless

men in Eurasia. I shall surrender nothing. 1 intend to live as I was born: FREI.
The read we shall tzravel toward a better tomozrow is marked by three

bold eignposta. Ths firat is praparcdneas; The next is peace. And the greatest

iz PROGRESS, Without preparedncas, there may be no peace; without peace,

there ¢an be no progress.

Five Preparedneza Pointg

Lat us follow those signposts. The first ig preparedness,
Arnerica's greatest strength lies in her free competitive system -~ the

#aiun which mass-produced the weapons of war. It produced the greatest indus-

trial know~how in the World today; it nourished the World's most productive and

the highest pald working men. That competitive system is the backbone of preparedness.
In past ye.aral. our industries have been sheltered by thev oceans; in ﬁagt

vears, when war threatened, other nations held the enemy at bay while America

converted to war.


https://1ndust1."l.es
mailto:cttrreftd.@r

The Luxury of Time

That luxury of time has disappeared, forever, Today, miles are measured

W e must keep that industrial machine ... thot b:ickbone of our strength ...

free and strong} and we must be prepared to defsnd it.

.

Surplus Plants

‘To keep our industrial migit strong, i fought the President and the War
Assets Administration to stop the wasteful sale at junk-yard prices of our sur‘plus
war plants. Yes, it was a one-man fight. Just two weeks ago that fight was won;

the Government recalled 114 planis, saving the taxpayers one billion 256 million

dellars.
We must have a sirong and modern Air Force. To have jet fighters in the
air in 1951, we must start building them now, That's why Lyndon Johnson led the

fight for the 70-group Air Force; that's why I, Lyndon Johnson, bucked the land-

locked minds of military bureaucrauta to do it.

We Must F lan Ahead

FPreparedness demands an Army strong enough to support our Air Force,

/’

defend our homeland, and secure and defend Air Bases. Today our Army is pitifully

small -=- eight divisions. Soviet Russia and her satellites have 260 divisions in

arms. wur I\avy must be kept strong enough to return the attack of any invader.

Great carrviers can’t be built overnight.

Zinally, as great as any other factor for preparednesas is the power of

science -- the power that created the atomic bomb., I{eeging our secrets is

“3“



important; it is more important that we bave secrets to keep.
Those are the elements of Preparcedness as Lyndon Johnson sees them. .

Where Do Cthers Stand?

You mothers who love your sons ... you ministers concerned about the
survival of Christianity ... you citizens who might not survive another war ...
=3k yourself, What other candidate has told you, step by step, where he stands?

We were not ready for World War 1 ... but we had to fight it. We were
not ready for World War II ... but we had to fight it. Let's not make the nan;ze
rnistake a third time. We pald heavily for two mistakes. The third couid cost
us our way of life.

The Second Signpost

With preparedness, we can reach the second signpost on the road which
Lyndon Johnson believes we should travel: Peace. Vhat have we done, and what
can we do, for FPeace?

One. We can strengthen the United Nations.

Two. We can keep open the free channels of trade.

Three. We can tura atomdc knowledge to the paace.

Four. We can stand up to the 'a_rar-mnkérs and say, This far and no farther,

-

ag we did in Greece and Turkey.

Five. We can help those free men who are willing to help themselves

vith the Marshall Plan.

S_i_:r_ We can tell the World about America.

-4-
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War thrives on poverty and hunger. The nations of the World can over-
cc;me these war-breeding conditions only be restorirng their internal prosperity.
T " Azraands a free flow of goods in the channels of international trade. The
Texas cotion farmer must sell his product on the World market; if there is no

:rlket, his cotton will rot on the loading platform. Lyndon; Johnson proposes to
use your vote to extend the reciporcal trade ;agreenzer::tl.

The greatest: power in war also can be greatest in peace, For the past
yea= I have served as a member of the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy. If
i war;: to tell you what I know of atomic energy, I would be guilty of treason. But
cut of thosa Iaboratories where the lights flicker tonight at Oak Ridge and Les
Alamoe will come miracles for the peace.

They Shall Not Cross Thisg Line

«irmnass with international bullics is essexntial. That is another lesson

s learned too late to prevent two wars. To prevent a third war we drew a line
.roas Turkey and Greece; we subdued the Scviet zrrogance in Berlin; we won
the Italian elelctiona. We must quarantine cggressor nations who would gobble
up irae countries. We must stand up to war-mekers und say, This far and no
f.rther, |

The search for a lasting pesce is the one tie which binds zll people to-
sether., Only this week came word from a lonely Pacific island, Eniwetok, of
ibe test of & more powerful atomic weapon. While these great matters were dig-

cussed, you could read in another news column the statement by another man who

B
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sezks to be United States Senator. Here's what that man said: **The average

citiren is more interested in making a living for himaelf and his family and in

conditions that personally affect him than foreign poﬁdes, although the latter,

ton, are important.’® God forgive these who know not what they say.

——

The Third Signpost

With preparedness, and Peace, will come progress, the third s.ignpost on

our road to a new tomorrow. FProgress is made by men who look forward instead

of bacleward; men who are doers instead of sitters; men who are constructive ine-

stead of just calculating.

Here are immediate goale for proygress;

Cne. For the farmey, gupport prices; biackiop roads; ¢lectirified homics;
sixil and water conservation. b

Two, For the teacher, a salary as big as her job.

Threa. Laws protecting the public from both selfish labor and selfish capital,

Four, Cost-of-living adjustments in old age essistance.

Five. For public health, more hospitals, doctors and nurses.

Six. A federal policy leaving to the siates those matlers which are state

fanctions, such as civil rights.

I have heard it said that the county courthouse should not be moved to Wash~
ington.

Shall we look to the county courthouge to support farm prices and finance
goil conservation? Who s there in the courtbouse who can give us loans for clectri-

fyiny homes; who in the courthouse will combat inflation?

e
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Texas warehouses are bulging today with mohair because there is no
maziel nor price offered for it. Shall our ranchers take their plight to the county
courthouse?

o, you Jdon't take those problems to a man who can see no farther than the
county ccurtlhiouse. You go to the central government, as the mohair growers
huave dene; and you fight to get support prices, as we're fighting for the mohair
ETOWET S,

Square Deal for Farmers

it's high time the farmer gol a square deal. The farmer must not be lefi
to the mercy of commodity speculators who reap fortunes without setiing a hand
to a ;plow. The farmer must have fair minimum prices guaranteed for his crops.
He should have a blacktiop roaﬁ pasi Lis door. Ile should imve cheap electricity
on the putiern we've set in Central Texas where 20,000 rural homes are connected
to the two co-ops in the C;::ngressioxml District I represent.

'I‘wq great 8o0il conservation programs have been launched in Central
Texas by the Colorado and Guadalupe~DBlanco River Authorities. A community
is no richer than the soil which supports it. Coil conservation and flood control
must be expanded to embrace all of Texas.

_ Lrordbed

The school teacher is our most ovaer-pesseed and under-paid citizen. I
know because I began my career as a teacher. The Government rcust help the
States increase teacher pay == and increase it now.

In this campaign Lyndon Johnson wania the vote of working mnen, and every

Toxan's vote, on the basig that he believes Lyndon Johnson will play fair and

 with him., T .



- 1woted FOR the Taft-Hartley law, and o override the President’s veto.
Those votes were cast because I believe Tobkn L. Lewls is the most dangerous

san in “onerica today. When John L. Lewis, or James Petrillo, or any ctlier

roon thinks he is bigger than all the pesple ... it’s high time for the long arm
of rovernment to reach out for that mnan.

_ That's a part of my record on labor. I also voted FOR reasonable working

hours; FOR minimum pay bills; and I'OR improvements to the Railroad Retire-

ment law,
Whenever, as a Senator, Lyndon Johnson must choose between SSLFIS 7
" Bor and fzir business, I will vota for business. Whenever I must choose between

o LFISH business and falr labor, Lyndon Johnson's vote will be for labor. THAT'S

M1t27" THE PEOPLE WANT 1T. They want no more sweat shops, and 2 fzir division
of the fruits of toll; they also want zn end to bloody, costly strikes. With the job
we have to do for Preparedness, I'eace and Progress, it's vital that our industriul
rrachine keeps running. Doth the John L. Lewises and the reactionary labor-
iiters must be subject to the law. NEITH.ER SIDE MUST BE ALLOWED TO AUik
UR COUNTRY.

That's Lyndon Johnsen's position. Now, demand to know how OTHERS

would have voted on those sarne viial measures. You laboring men: Like you, I

y—_—.&

distrust any man who makes a sccret agreement. Trust oaly public statementa.

-
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The clder citizen cannot live on bread-money alone. Under the courthouse
reime, aided by the special pleaders, the state administration in 1945 placed a
ceiling on pensions. I have always advocated a ¥dderal program substantial

encugh to take pensions out of politics.

Wants no Fartt of Socialized Medicine

I want no part of sociali~ed medicine. I fought the Wagner-Murray-Dingell

¥.i1l, The Dernocratic answer to this form of socialism is more hospitals, nmore

wicIurs, more nurses; and the county courthouse can't build hospitals. Providing

sasictanco is a job for state and Federal govei'nnien‘l:a.
The cost of living is making poor men of citizens who descrve more, I

wont to see a dollar buy a dollar's worth of goods cnce more. This nation must

it 2 curb on the dizzy spiral of inflation which a Republican-dominated Conpress

= W3s-

Government must be a strong ally and not a foe of Free Enterprise. ¥rec

aterprise must be unhampered by red-tape, and protected from absentce V2l

.wreeters who give the small businessmen the pennies while they take the doliar
biils. Cur monopoly laws must ba enforced.

Civil Rights Program is a Sham

The Civil Rights Programlia a farce and a sham -- an effort to set up a
police state in the gﬁise of liberty. 1 am opposed to that program. I have voted
AGAINST the so-called poll tax repeal billy the poil tax should be repecaled by those .
siates which enacted them. I have voited AGAH\.i;:iT the so=called anti-lynching bii{;
the state can, and DOES, enforce the law against murder. I have voted AGAINST

«9u
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the Tk O3 i 2 man caa tell you wion: you must kive, he can tell you whom you
« &'t ldre. Let’s have a statement from the othar candidates.

Lhat is the road Lyndon johason proposes fo travel ;s your ..:gr..ator:
Futw LOY preparadness, pence‘an-;i progress. I pledge mysel to follow it w.th
vigor, cour.ge and action.

Two —cntors of v horn Texas 1s I roud

Years ago, a young man frozm Northeast Toxas, Morris Sheppard, weat
s e notional Houge of Representatives af the age of 28, Iie served there Il
;oors. Texung vewarded his [aithful service, and he became cae of our greatc.i
Jintors.
Ancther spirited youag man served 14 ycars in th«_al House and was promoto.
o the cenate. I-Lis. aame is Tom Connally. Today he is a distinguished gpokesinan
o fc)lreign ;zfi';aira.
VWhen I viag 20, you sent me to Congress. 1 have worked hard and'I'ma
proud to submit my record of U years as (ualific tions for advancement.

The Battle is Lin

Teonight, in every congressional district, voluﬁteer colmmittees are working.
¢ople like us who believe in Freparedness, Peace and 1 rogress are getting that
job lone.
There is work for all of us to do. Coatact _,rcui' lt‘:cal committee and 5 -,
* Ibakieve in Lyndon Johnson's program; [ am ze .ty to help."” Zach of you ¢ .1 write
your drieads and kiﬁdmen a few postcards. Tell them of our achievenents to,cther.

"1 thern we can do the same. job for Texas -- a job for our kind of people.

oY
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We're the kind of people who started life in a rural home or a little town.
You’ll find those people in the filling stations and hardware stores. Teaching
in country schoels. Riding a tractor acrcss the blacklands -- or following «
# furrow as I did in my boyhood. You'll f:ind them gathering totether on . unl.y,
o worshin and sing the old songs. These are my people; the finest people on

earth; the _@p pecople from whom I want a letter of recommendation.

nd I want those of you listening in tonight who have the faith and courage

te join us in this fight to write Lyndon Johnson at %ustin. Tell me you're with me.
I need your active help ... and &t of all, I need to know you are behind.”) "\&:ﬂ

This new era in Texas pelitics is begun tonight. We arc going to talk in
this camlpaign; we are going to act, and we are going to work as & United States
senator from Texas should talk and act and work. At its end, ray family will
ve witing: My wife, two baby daughters and my mother; more precious to me
tivm Life tself. /nd'when the race is run, I promise them here and now, they
vill be proud of my conduct as a man who {ithts {or his beliefs and fights as a
gentleman.

Final Vow

To you who have heard me through, this finil solemn vow, before God and
these people: 1 will serve you as a Senator with honor and honesty. I will vote
my independent convictions. With my brains and my energy and my heart, 1 will

strive t¢c do credit to you who elaect me ... to our state ... and to cur naticn.

——

Geod night ...'and God bless you.



Ladies and Genltlem, I em opening my campaign for re-election tonmight
undeyr conditions which are as foreign to me as they are distasteful,

I{m grateful to you for many things but the oms for whioh 3 i Gie
most grateful is that you have reserved judgment and have come here to hear
mee Many timss I have appeared before youe I am not going to swerve tonight
from & rule I have been taught since my earliest ohilcmood; It is thiss There
is nothing in the world so waluable that a men should aot in an ungentlemanly
mammer to obtain ite In keeping with those beliefs, I hawe never found it
necessary in e oampaign to be mxk abusive in order to be aggressive, I haw
never found it necessary to prowe that my opporent is a slascksr, or a crook,
in order to show that I am not,

It may be a strength or a weakness of ocur system that men wkm in publio

because of

office incur enemiesxfme their official acts and those enemies translate that
hatred into terms of persoml abuse, Our history is replete with instances,
Whispera were circulated in high plaoeg end low about Andrew Jackson's wife ==
Andy Jackson, the friend of the people, slmost the first friend of ths common

people in this land, Wilson died an embittsred and broken man; but before

he left office the whispers rose to such & crescendo that a committee of



senators visited his sick room, ostensibly on the mation's business, but
actually and literslly to determine whether he was in possession of his mental
fimlt'!.OI; Our great war loadar; Franklin D Rooaevali:; wag foroed to the
extremeity of having his physicians publicly state his health was such that
he could carry one

80 it is apparent that in high places such as the presidency, as well as
in low places such as representatiwe in Congress, the man with enemies is

i es to

subjeot to attack, not mucmxmsxixxm® whether he has voted right or wrongj
not on the basis of wimmthmor his asoccomplishmentsy but on his porsonal honesty
and integrity and with slanders inwlving his femily, I would be less than
true md frenk with youe...indeed, I would be superhumene..if I pould say
that these personal attacks were of no importance to ms. My good name is

F

ore possession which I intend shall be passed down to my dnugh‘bar-, Linda Bird,
without stains upon ite. My name is mare important to me theh any ofi‘ioo;
I realize my limigations more keenly than any one else possibly ocould, I have
never forgotten that I came from the small town of Johnson City; and that I
am & small town boy trying to play in the big leagues. I'm proud of my batting

record so far in that big leapgue competitions Until this campaign year, I've

welcomsd all of ite But I won't stand here and tell you that I enjoy hearing



peof:la talk sbout my fanily; and my wife; and my fatbr-in-lur; and my friends,
I']11 not lie to you and say that it's pleasant to hear the whispers on street
corners amd the shouting voloes on osmpaipgn phtform; end the blaring wvoloce of
the radio 1nfor; by insinuation and inmando; that I am a crook and my family
has connived in my nrouked:nss; and that any men who has ever been my friend is
also & orook and athief and a liar and & giver of bridese

In my Grandfather Johnson's day; mon defended their names by other means,
Even now, if one of you mmem men who hear these words were in my plese, you
are ﬂiinkiné to yourself = as I have thought == it's going to teke a lot
of restraint fx for msf to keep my tomper and not take & crack at somebodys

But ome of the things you haie to do in public office is to keep your
bal ance, Your fakily must be prepared for any kind of treatment. Your friends
must oling to you only at the risk of persopal crucifixion,

Now I am going to talk eabout the enrichment of Lymdon Johnson in
~public offices.

There 1s not anything about my “enriclment" that I wouldn't went to tell
you in & privats conwrsation. In fact some folks think I 1ike to brag. It's

my temperament to be proud of what I doe I think I am very fortunates But it

alayms me to realize that there are people who don't know me, or who hate
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who hate me so much that they have spread over this distrlot lies and ropo:ftl
that a publioc statement like the omo I'm going to meks is requireds Perhaps
I should bs happy and conten@ed that no more has been draggfed out of the trash
oan,

Here, now, is my statement of my personal affairs.

I-, Lyndon Johnson, your representative in the mational house of represente
atives, have never had ANY employment except Working for the people.

As & kid, I clemed up rocks to earm my bread while attending school,
I was a teacher in the Cotulla high schoolj & teacher in Houstong worked for

the NYAj; becams & ocongressiomel secretaryy and was then elected to Congress.

-

I am not & lawyer so I hawe not ewer earned or received any fees, commissions,
or retainerse My only income is from my salarye Some dny; if the joint bank
account of Mrs., Johnson end myself permitu; I am informed by one of the south's
ablest lawyers that I may be entitled to some of the imcoms which the property
momchy owned by Mrs Johnson producess Up to this day she has giwn me none
of the income end has taken nome of the incomo out of the little business which
she purchased in Lustin; Onge and for all, clear and xm free, plain and si.mpl;,

I want my friends and my enemies to know that mymdwhsnirommm I am not a

orook; not a taker of bribes; I have mnever been indicted by a grand jury



nor had any man who knows me as you know your nextedoor neighbor ever before
thought those things of mes So I say that this experience is strange and
distasteful to me,

Some people who feel dishonored to call me dear friend; have raised
questions about the house in which we live 1n.1'l’aah1ngton and the house we
own in Austin, end the house in which my beloved motier lives and the land
we own on the edge of town and the radio station which Mrs. Johnsom boughts

We paid $19,000 fir a house in Washington in 1942 We agreed to pay 316;000
for a house in Austin in 1943; Ladybird -=lMrs, Johnson == end I with the
assistame of my sisters peid /10,600 for & house in Austin a:;xd g my C7=year=
old mother a life estate in 1t.‘ We purchased all of these properties after
they had been placed on the public mrhat; through real éstats firms and
newspaper adwrtisemnta; In each 1ns'banos; we pald the price requerbad;
which no other buyer had offered to pay., I signed with Mrs, Johnson notes for
$39,000 on these three houses. On these notes we pay four per cemt inbterest to
Miss Effie Pattillo, amounting to about $104 a mnth; and Miss Pattilo lives
on this interest, Miss Pattillo is Mrs, Johnson's aunt; Ig Mims Patitillo
precedes Mrs, Johnson in danth; she has indicated that she may give ladybird

her portion of tf:oao notess



I am happy to take my time and yours to recite all of this information,
although the court records and the bank records would reflect it to anyone
1ntorestndf;f in personal snoopingsy and much to my Burpriso; I have learned
that there are people in this town interested in snooping except that they zwxt
make public only that part of the record which sults their evil purposese

In December of 1942; Radio Station KTBC in Austin had been operated for
eipght yearse We were told it was for sale. The person who told us said that
it was offered for $17,500 if the buyer would a ssume its debts; and that
ths highest of fer had been 316;000; Mrs, Johnson offered the emount which
its owners requests d; She assumed debts of approximately 314,000; It cost
her *31;4?8 plus a few penn:lns; I hope you'll forgive me if I d;:n't put
in those pennies,.

Now you are F.Lsking; whore did Mrs. Johnsom pget that #31;41'8? Let's look
at the poui.'bilitiel;

Did som poor man meet me behind some bush in Washin-ton and bribe me

to vote apgainst the bill which proposed, in 1944, to inorease the price of oil

@ billion dollars & year and add ome pemny to every gallom of gasoline you

bought?



DMd some railroad worker, or some shipper of freight on the milronds;
meet me in a dark alley end bribe me to vote against the Bulwinkle bill -
the pmex Bulwinkle bill whio}: proposes to exempt the poor little rai lroads from
the terms of the anti=-trust laws?

Do you think those suppositions are farefetched and fantastio? F’en;
remember that I haw been asksd to explain; I have been msked to say whether
some oontructor; or my f!ather-in-law; or same special 1ntarosta; did not get
ms to use my office and my vote in return for...money, The wordesebribe,..sticks
on my tongue even in meeting the requests of the honorable men who oppose me.
I say they are not far=fetoched because those sxxx are two of my votes,

a nd those two votes are typloal snd no one has charged otherwises

Woll; the fact 1s of course that it is not my votdng record; nor is it
my recoyrd of nccanpliahmn‘b; whioh caused these rumors to clirculate about my
being for the special in’anresta; The rumars were circulated because that's
the way the special interests work when they're out to punish a nm. Those
rumors circulate not becaupye I'm for; but because I'm against the special
1ntarelta; Except for a f'ulw people who were gullible enough to teke in the
lies and repeat them, thely were spoken from the mouths of railroad lewyerss

of oil compeny lawyers, (pf Menufacturers' Association lawyerss



Still, you say, I haven't told where that $31,478 came from. Let's make
a clean breast of ite It's all a part of the good old American system tmvomsy
for a man's enemies to say anything they want to about hbn; without repgard
for the hurt their words may do to his character and his familye Thero's
zmnakaw & hardetowexpress feeling of rewulsion for & man to get on a political
stump and talk sbout his wife's affairse I don't like ite But I'm going to
do it,

Ladybir de=lirs, Johnson=-soms hed thé misfortune of losing her mother when
she was 4 yeers ol 'y She had no sisters. 2Xhm She 1iwd with her father at
Kernac, Texas until she went sway to school at the University. The people who
don't like me have required me to tell ‘;,rou about Ladybird's mother and child=
hood against my will, Ledbybird's mother was married to her father for 14
years and bore him three ohildxfan. When she died; under Texas law as
interpreted by a Ureat Southern Lawyer; she was entitled to half of

she and ) ‘
the property which/Mye Taylor had acquired during those 14 years. Therefore,
one half of the Taylor estate should be divided among the three Teylor children,

Ladybird did not get her share until she had finished high school and went

to the Uniwersity of Texas and married me,...perhaps when her folks saw me



they were glad they'd postpomed the divieion until she really needed 11:; to
teke ocare of her new reuponsihi.litiea; Anywa.y; she was given a note in July;
1935, for #21,0(!); xx supposed to represent her omeethird of her dead mother's
commmity earnings over a l4eyear periode In addition to this money from
her mothnr; Ladbybird's grandfather had left her mother land and money in
Alabama, A substantial portion; amounting to about *22.,000; was distributed by
a board of administrators in 1942; So with 821,000 in Texas and $22,000 in Alae
ba.lana; Ladybird Johnson boldly ventured forth and bought herself a radlo
lta.tlon; Now I know that in Politica you must mot hold back anythinge

. o NI/
She had received $43,000 end apent ﬁ $31,000o What did she do with the rest
of that money? wen; I asked Ladybird to giw me an sccountinge She said
she remembered buying a ooat; and soms fmmm mrniture; She recalled
en operationy also she helped pay for an éperation for my mother; And I am
put to the extremity of sonfessing that she ml.du a mmall contrilution to my
senate cempaipgne, She sald she just oouldn't rﬂﬂ}ﬂnr where the rest of it went,

Maybe there are wives in my sudience who lmows what she means, But fortumately

for you, your husbands are mnot in electivis offi¢es So you don't haw to remember

every pemnye
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Now to summerize this persomal exposition of my wife's and my persomal
affairs, so that nome may say they did not get all the facts: We paid $45,000

We owe-
for three homes. ummEERme notes w amounting to $39,0C0. The

houses are mortsaged and the martgages are on file but those who hate me

didr;'t care to tell you tha.t; Mrs, Johnson paid 331;400 for a radio shtio’n;
She has receiwd 343;240 as her part of her mother's propertys. 1 cem stand and
lock you in the offe md aay; with all the sinocerity and emxnmnin®ix earnestness
I am mxexmdanx eapeble of; I haw mover knowingly served a special interests

I haw rever had any componsation except my salary for any act performed by

me or any vote cast by me wridwmuflongge dwring my entire lifey and I honestly
bolieva; with a conviction that is unshakabh; that my personal honor has

been attacked because I failed to support special interestse The oirammstantial
evidence is so pla.!.n; I failed to vote mgdnust in favor of the billiom dollar
oil price inerease bill in 1944; I failed to stay in Dem Moody's oconvention
run by the Texas Regulars and presided over by "H:.e people's lawyer".,.0r do
you agree that he's the people's lawyer? I refused to remove price controls

so that the manufacturers association could charpge you all they could gete

I refused to vote to exempt railroads from the anti-trist laws, I voted for

\
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ceilings on homes so that profiteers could mot msk weterans others more than

houses were worthe I voted for and helped to build dams to use our water to

get elootric powere I urged oities to acquire their municipal plants =kt by

eleotions, and the result has been that electricity is costing us today a million
FNNY [1 t [ Fed Counheasy

dollers less every yaarnw'm meking & million dollars a year from ite I voted

for appropriations adequate to keep our farm soil conservation going emd to

support or vocational education traingng in the public schools of this

districts I voted for funds to build more roads. I porsomally spomaored and

voted for laws to cleam up our surplus property mess and keep down the profits

I:’;

of a few sharperse I voted against Imkmrnwxx irresponsible labor leaderse
All of these things did not meke me popular with the people who throw their

weight around in Washington, They didn't meke me popular with the utilities,

%
A Mu g,

nor the railroads, nor the oil companiese Of course they don't tell you the
reasons they're against me. They try to draw red herrings across the path §

by asking vague questions about contractorse It was a cwious fact that six :
-aMm‘ﬂh_a 30 q2CAS ﬂ‘ﬁcy Conddd 414d L ST hq\m‘\u
SUSLEFAGEAr & Wy o ssine o my—opponensls- pletfan dubug-hiesoponin =SSt

They asked about lawyers' oliquese Strangely emough, the very people asking

were not the people's lawyerse They were not govermment lawyers. They were
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special interest lawyerss You know a men by the company he keepse I invite
you to look not to the words but to the reasons for the wordl; Do not

be fooled by fm; but look to the aubab.ma; Ask yourul.f; why this detormined
and expensive opp'oait:ion; why this coneentrated atta ok by many men upon one
men end that man's fe@ily? Why these tactics of desperation? Would they use
those methods on & man they could control}

Yoy shall know the truth and the truth shall set you froa; I have told you
truthe Any detail that interests any ome of yuu; I'11 supply if you will
come to see me end esk ms, You might shouldn't have had to listem to this
recital, I shouldn't heve had to tell youes I regret that it was newaury;
and 1 apologize; for myself and for my honorable opponentse

Heyre's what I think we should have talked about tonig}rb;

We should hawe disoussed the 2400 vot;aa I have ocast for youe Did I vote
as you wanted ms to on all of them? That's not even prohable; Did I mha; in
your judgmnt; 250 mistskes in those votes? That would leave us 90 per cent
in agreemsnt, & 900 batting average is not bady better thmm I ever could bat
in schoolboyb baseball,

i |
You know out of those 2400 votes I cast, my emomies have ohallenged only

one, Fhepmimitengmix Since I went to congress, I have voted "present” ome time,
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and ore time only; _thnt vote was on & bill affecting the radio buainou;

I did not and do not own ope share of stock in amy radio buaimau; but my

wife did; I #hought I should not qualify to sit im judgment on that bill

beoause of that rm; The Texas Constitution says, in substanco; that a man

shall refrein from voting when he is interested in the subject matitere Judges

on our courts withdraw from ecases in which they were even romotely 1ntn-e§tad;

Surely this men who ttlm.tnwnmmmt: who has a license to practice
. - & Q Y o G'Q £ 0 n

1(3:,:&&:0 not tdwu%e%:’hﬁd in that wholesome practicee If there is a vote

emong the entire 2400 which I would be.glad to hawe spotlightad; it is this

particular votee I think that vote was the kind an homest man should caste

I am proud of that vota; and of all the other 2400p and I'm going to discuss

them every day and every night from now until July 27th == if my honoreble

opporents will agfaa that a campaign should be pitched om isswes rather than

¥

on persomal nhulof M} E'\M:A . .’mm*}'&‘:d Ond_

Tonight I ;?w been foroed to spend most of my time talking about
matters other then hrsuaa; But let me briefly tell you of some of my votese
1 voted for civilian control of atomic energy, the most important
single issue ever presented to any legislative body at any tiqn.

} !

I votedto m-ottts the United Nationsj I have supported evejry measure
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remotely desigmed to help that organization i\motion-fcr world peace,

I have consistently voted for farm legislation == for prioce floors snd
roads and edusation and soil conservation worke

I voted to extend the OPA¢ I did so with full knowledge that it has made
hundreds of mistakese But I had to vote yes or I had to vote noe The alternativwes
weye that we would have some control over inflation, or nonee I voted to protect
the 1ittle peoplee

I votedto extend the drafte I cannot beliew that we want to be ocaught
unprepared another time,

I voted far housing; to channel all materdals to weterens housing
at a time when 83 per cent of cemmmmrx materials were going into commercial
construction beéause 1:.he administration had too quickly lif'ted the controls,
I voted to place ceilings on mew homes and I voted for ceilings on old homees

I voted for & labor seteup which I thought would be fair to employes and
employerss that would stop boycotts and strilkes and would outlaw extortiong
which would free the wetoran from the necessity of paying for his jobe I
voted for sush legislation end to override wetos of such legislation by

both Roosewelt and Trumane
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My father used to tell me that a men's judgment is no I‘nt‘bur than h‘.ts
information. I realire that my opponent is 1nsxperienood; Hu; there is no
important legislation bearing my meme, Important legislation is built by
comuittees out of dll the bills introduced on that aubject; and usually it
bears the name of the comiittee cheirmene Two men have to leaw the nawal
affairs committee before I will become cha iman;, therefore its bills do not
bear my name, But I have attended committse heerings; I haw asked questions;
I aw talked to men in ell walks of 1ifes and I hawe trisd to vobe righte
I am proud of 1t; if 1t nmever includes a Johmson bills it's a record to
which in the future my little girl Linda Bird ocan point with pride; I am
proud of our dams an? our rural elegtric limesp our roads; our low interest
rates,

A man in public service must take abnse; but there ars compensetionse
Let me tell you.ubmt some of thems

I get a real thrill when & much=meligmed 1ittle clerk in a governmexnt
3ob; hardly able to meet bare living expanses; comes¥ to ms and naya; "y &

Povy o GPﬂ‘JMW Corly Nawedy '\M*\L_)(_,-"
certainly appreciats your vote to raise my I was just about at the

end of my rope.”
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I ot genuine pleasure out of & pemoiled letter on tablet pleasure from
some farm women saying this is the first time she ewr wrote a letter at
night except by the light of & coal oil lamp,

When I get real low; when I've been bedgered all day by attormeys for
their pressure group clients and executiwve mcret&riea} of this associatlon @d
that association, I =zt m.'my car and drive down East First; end see the white
and mexican and colored housing projects and I think back to the fights we had
when they were built; how the families were living in ome room shacks and
paying rent of 16; 18 and 20 dollars a month and now pay less then that for
3 rooms and electric lightse

These things are compensationse And I hawve al=o been comforted meny
times that Go;:i in his wisdom told me it was right for me to walk away from
the Moody convention and go across the hall with the little .'ol;r.s in the
spring of 1944; regardless of the personal asbuse which has followed since that
time ¢ Because if ever the littls people are dilenfranohiled; on that dAmba
day will our democratioc system disappears A congressman gets a mretty good

salary - ton thousand a yeere, The next day after that comwention, I spent

one month's salary to buy a statewide radioc hookup to tell the people what
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Moody's convention had doms to - them,

Do you wonder why folks ever agree to public aerv!.ae; knowing that
most oandidates and their families are talked aboutd

I think I know the answere

et

There's a song which goes...did you ever see a dream walkingTAI dide

You come back home and look into the eyes of folks you pgrew up with
and you see their confidence and affection.

Your old college president puts his arm around you and says he is
proud of yous

The kids who have served you as secretary or worked in your officesseckids
who never counted the hours or beefed about the low payes.go away to the
wars and come back with their chests cowered with medale and they go to
bat for you and defend your good name,

You see soms farm lady who has spent her summers over hot wood stons;
and bent over zinc washtubs all her lifo; look at you and aay; we've got
electricity now;

You stand by the bedside of a dging fathor who opens his eyes long

enough to see his son in yniform, flown in from the South Paoificy and that
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father lays; I'm glad you made it, scn; end he squeezes your hand as his
thanks for helping get the job dones

Those are the dreams I hawe saan; walkinge

It might be that you folks, right now; could be representad better in
Congrel‘s by somebody elses It might be that somebody has more experience
and ability to do it better.

But since you haw to dﬂcid'e', we who ask your votos must tell you why
we think we oan do the job better and have dome the job betters If some of
my oppoments has a better program:, and ot get the job done quicker and betbter,
I know you w:i.bll be fair and vote for hime That i: the only baslis upon which
I ask your votoe

I don't deny ’c-;he possibility that you will tell mo with your votes
thet you think somsbody else might do & better jobe If you did I might .
have a happier life; I'm ocertain that the special interests and their
representatives wouldn't fuss at me so much about not serving themp and I
wouldn't have to confess to the "impropriety" of our taking the momey
Ladybird's mother left her and buying a home for us in Austin and a place to

live in Washington, I'd have more time to oatch that catfish which got

H gl ostin Cro- K @
away from me out or the Pedernaless 1'd have more ummmat i
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deer which I thought had horns which I ;]mnpedAwIian 1 slipped on & rock and gx
Jumpe d her up;.ul-in,da Bird urxic:ubtedly would have better schools snd botter
pleymates and get to see her grandmothere £nd she wouldn't have to haar

h;r Daddy called a slacker and a crook by some little axttarmip;

Just before Linda Bird errived to stay with ua; Ladybird smiuommtmn
got pretty blue ome day and seid that all she had jommx to look forward te
was another ocampaligne

But that was some time egoe And “he and I haw both seen a dream wmwising
walking. I want to go back as your representatiwe in congress,

That's ebout all I hawe to suy to you except this !inel worde

8 °  their
If 1t is true that my honorable opponent can show, by kim personal conduct

their - they
of this campaign or by iix experience and record, that dx can make this

e better district to live in thehi I have, yowr duty is to vote for theme

. '-Gai;'%ﬁi DL ——

s/ A



You Jmm what I have donej what 'l am doingy what 1 want to do,
Everytime I drive arpund the oapitol, I recall a day early in 1941, long before
Pearl Harbor, when [ talked to a joint session of the Texas Legislature. I
was defending e vijte then: Mwombemwamx The Congress was under attack for

*

constructing airoraft carrierse I did not answer theat attack with abuse, or

|
|

villifhostion, What I said is abundantly told by the openin: wordss It is
later than yom think,

it 'is, later than you think in world affairs, patiomml affairse I hope
you beliewe thet my election would mean more to tpa worli, the nation and the
district ﬁufn asny other candidate, end that you will help ms to make good in

the future as we have in the past on our slogan: Get the job dones

fini



Friends,..fellow citizens...Texans,.,Tonight
I stand before you, humble but unafraid...in the knowledge
of what you, and I, together, are undertaking, We are
era

launching & new dxy in Texas politics,

The day is done for cheap appeals and empty

|

MAS
promises, The day 4a*zgg§§gtng for action and achievement,

We shall not dwell on pk petty thinga.'..nox,"\ make
you laugh.,.or cry. And when this race has run its course,
I, Lyndon Johnson, can stand before my fellow men and say:
No man's name has been defamed by me; no dirty brush with
yellow paint was used by me to foul the name of any man,
Too long the pattern of Texas politizs has been one of
defamation and villification; of reckless outbursts and
accusations =- not only against men, but xgxh tarnishing
the name of our state and our country,

That pattern doesn't fit the cloth of these
days of crucial declsion...when a war-sick world listens
hopefully for the volce of leaders from America,

-1-



My humbleness tonight grows out of knowledges

hands
I know how great the task for which I ask, Into the kmepimg

him you make your senator, fate
of thmixmamnynunsaxrintnnthenfienata you give your fuixxm and
Senate

mine, In the high-domed/chambers mfixtkmxSemmtm sit the
masters

mxkexs of peace...or war; men who will decide in these six
®ix years to come, the destiny of all mankind, We cannot
spare a place fo;i&lown or buffoan,

Twelve years have passed since first I stood
in this same park and asked your vote for congress, Those
years are heavy with history, mush of which was written with
your tears and blood, Tonight, the park's the same, Many
of the faces I see are those of faithful friends; some
faces...I miss, I miss those faces...yet I speak to them
as well as you,..and for them, Because I speak for peaceg

«..88 they would,
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Ten days ago I had a cholceg..between the easy

way of asking you for re-slection...or a harder, sixty-day

campaign in which the vials of hate will spill upon me,

I chose the hard, Tonight, to open this campaigm, I also

choose the way that's harder: To look you in the eye

é&ud)zkzkifa::: jﬁ N "‘““4LJ£E¢¢#£ ;%4.,{. Lo ni i,

\aad say st be done to save our world.) This is a
time for searching minds and sober words,

In Congress I have served on two committees:
arned services; atomic energy, Their members MUST march
forward with the world, In such a march, with that knowledge,
you walk with FEAR, And yet...because men's hearts gre
stirred by challenge...the fearful knowledge man has

Fwr
learned is also charged with HOPE, Whether er" knowledge

A
ends in FEAR or HOPE,..depends on how we use it,
In one bright, blinding flash of light,
a city was destroyed: Hiroshima, That same, sickenling flash
destroyed an era...and gave birth to the atomic air age,

Born in the agonies of a dying city, this new world has

not yet made its destiny manifest,



light
That brief flash of %ifm which killed a

city and brought an enemy to his knees, inspired more
awe than any since creation's day, The light was all too
short to show the future it spelled out, It left us with
an age of challenge: The air-atomic age,

The story of man's progress is a a tale of
how man rose to meet/f each challenge...and rise above it,
Hungering cave men met as great a challenge when hmx they
learned to till the soil, Man first feared that crackling
beast we call the fire, He conquered ity Out of his
conquest came the age of irong

In ancient Israel,..enslaved people rose above
their misery to leave for all ages the miracle of Christi-
anity, Brave men in cockleshells braved unknown oceafls
to find new promised lands, Out of the hardships of
our pioneers came a new way of life, the Democratic
way, The very land on which we stand was won by men

of courage,



When men are big enough to meet it, every
challenge brings a finer world, We stand, you and I,
fave to face tonight with the supreme challenge, A blind
uncaring fate has said, America must lead the world, Our
rendevous is appointed,

¥ho is this America? A poet will tell you,
He said, This America is only you and me. Underneath all
is you and me, Past...present...and future is you and
me, America #is the greatest nation,.and the greatest
nation is that which has the greatest men and women,..
the nation where the citizen is always the head,

The citizen is the school teacher, shaping
young minds,..the farmer, whose calloused brown hands
feed the world...the clerk and the salesman,..the elderly
man and woman reaching a time of rest and memories,..
the driller with oill-soaked clothes,..the washerwoman
who beats out their dirt and grime, Mothers, fathers,
boys,=zmi .., girls...old...young,..these are Citizens,

These are America,..



We have a job, A war left only two powers
with the strength to do it, America was one, In Europe,
in Asia, in our own continent, the blood=red tide runs
strong, Some say we should retreat =- but thexmmiyxm
tntamixofuzafetyx not even in ignorance or cowardice is
there a safe harbor, Some, with a shameful lack of
faith in their own America, would let the tide cover
us, A4nd some say we should sit on our hands and do
nothing, Some cling to a dead past and harbor the
illusion that our oceans will protect us, And a few
say, There is no hope,

I reject all of them,

So long as there is a free country, or a free
man, there will be hope, I have faith in free men, I have
faith in Texans, I have faith in America, I know the altere
natives: Either we work together and build together
to make all the world a home for freedom, or we surrender
to the barbaric hordes of Godless men in FBurasia, I

shall surrender nothings I intend to live as I was



X x x x as xkx I waa born: Free, W
\

Never was the reaponsibility for freedom assumed
Uiqi, h 9% '
so reluctantly by a nation; neither you por I wanted it.
But never was a task started with such dispatch and effi-
ciency,
we shall

The road ictotexmixto travel toward a
better tomorrow is marked by three bold signposts,
The first of these is Prepardness, The next 1s Peace,
And the greatest is Progress,

winds

At the beginning, the road ff uphill; narrow;
rocky, Toward the horizon it becomes broad and smooth,
To reach the road's end, we must travel the rough ways;
without prepardness there may be no Peace; without peace
there can be no progressg

Our first objectives are: To halt the creeping
shadow of communism before other nations are blotted out;

restore the life-thrust to

and to umip/those war-drained nations of Europe who

have the will but not the strength to resist that creeping

shadow,
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And we've made gains, You who want peace
more than anything else, may find small comfort in day-
to-day headlines, But the short view lends a false
perspective to history, Here are the positive gains:

The line drawn across Greece and Turkey
has not been breached....Italy proved that unfrightened
m;n will choose freedom....T.e French are responding as
we hoped they would respond....a free election has been
held in Korea,...some gains have been made in China,

In Berlin is a bracing new atmosphere,

The arrogance and contempt evidenced by the Soviets

after the fall of Czechoslovakia was met by firmness;

and that arragance has been replaced by respect,
Exidently we are meeting with

success in telling those nations beljind the iron

curtain the story of Demoeracy through the V¥olce

of America, Frantic efforts are being made to

Jam those broadcastse

S



Even from the Kremlin comes peace feelers,..
to which we reply that deeds will speak louder than
wordsg, All of this is hopeful; it does not mean the
battle for peace is won, We must remember those signe
posts along our roads The first is Prepardness; then
comes Peacey and then the greatest of all, Progressg

The core of communist belief is that
America will collapse by depression and disunity, They
seek to hasten the day with inner agitation and outer
pressure,

Our answer is: For all her days, America
will be strong, Militarily, strong enough to repel
any international bully, Economically, we shall continue
capable of those production miracles, in the factory and
on the farm, such as helped us win the war: Miracles possi-
ble only under our free system,

9=



And we shall be strong in domestic unity,
The great majority of our people will join behind
those who think our way of 1life should be a beacon
which all men gladly will followg

The blaring little minorities of the right
or left, making a noise out of all proportion to their

people,

true size, may mislead other mathsnm, We, the great
majority who belong to neither extreme, know them for
what they are: Radicals and reactionaries, dwxmgfh dwarfs
with megaphones,

For the great majority, the course is
Prepardness: Peace; and Progress, Prepardness is
first because we have learned that without prepardness
there may be no peaceg

Twice before...in 1916 and again in 1941...
we had aped the ostrich,..buried our heads in the sands,
e did not escape war, We...the majority,..won't maeke the

mistake a third timeg

=10=



Prepardness must consist of these elements:

One, An air force second to none; with jet
fighters for defense rather than troop carriers for offense,
I am proud of my part in winning approval of the 70~
group airforce,

Two, Ground forces adequate to support
our air arm, and a navy to control the waterways to
America,

Three, Continued researchy This week
the atomic energy commission reported the successful
test on Edm Eniwetok island of new and improved atomic
weapons, Tonight the lights are flickering in Oak Ridge
and Los Alamos as men work and study the uses of
nuclear fission not only in war but in peace,
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Our first signpost says prepardness; the second,
Peace; and beyond it is Progress,

Once we have made ourselves strong, a long step
has been taken to Peace, Then we must makax help other z=m
free
countries to join us in the crusade for peace: The Marshall
plan, And we must strengthen the United Nation in those
ways which our best minds tell us will take us furthest along
the road to peace,

And the battle for peace is one that has no
ending., In holding fast to peace, we come to our third
and greatest signpost: Progress.

Once won, the peace cannot be lightly held.
Democracy is the lighthouse to all free men, The flame must
be kept burning, the reflectors shining with hope for all,
To say we can secure peace and progress without earning it
is a tragic delusion,

« ¥



A great American once stood before the
Continental Congress and said: "Mr, President, it is
natural to man to indulge in the illusions of hope, We
are apt to shut our eyes to the painful truth, Are we
disposed to be of the number of those who having eyes
see not, and having ears hear not the things which
80 nearly concern their temporal salvation?®

That speaker,x Patrick Henry, spoke of
war; he also might have spoken of the battle for
Peace which means continuing progress,

We have a way of life which mmeds
be sold to all people, Americans number perhaps
131 millions, That number believe in our represent-
ative government, our free enterprise; we believe in
it because we have seen it work,

<13



4o
Against those 13D millions stand % 560

million Chinese; 349 million from the Indias; 146
million in the Soviet states...and on and on
until you add up billions in the world.

Qur strength cannot lie in
our numbers, Our strength must be a way of life
which will appeal to all of those teeming millions,
As the fable tells us, Do but set the example your=-
self, and I will follow you, Example is the best
precept,

If you are appalled at the size of
this job, I ask you to remember that the message
of Christ was carried first by twelve apostles,

What can we show them of our way of

Life?



Think about the world as we have thought
about America. America is you and me, The world is you
and me, Men every where are, first of all, men, The
farmer along the Danube 1is no different under the skin
than the farmer along the Coloradoe Ask yourselves, what
do you want in life?

You want a job for your workkng days and
security for your old age, You want your children to
achieve more greatly than you have achieved, You
want freedom from oppression, in'your religion,
in the newspaper you read or the radio you kear., You
want to make up your own mind about your officials,

You want enough time off to go fishing occasionally,
Above all, you want peaceg

We believe that those simple needs of men

and women can be satisflied in the American way of life

better than in any other way devised by the mind of

man,
-15-



We have come more nearly to satisfying
those needs than any other people, But now we come
to our third signpost: Prepardness, Peace and Progress,
and the greatest of these is progress, We have not
reached the point where no room remains for progresse

Remember that we set an example to free
men everywhere; then look to our examples:

The men and women who feed us -- the farmers;
the men and vwomen who teach us -- the teachers; have
shared in our economy far less than their contributionsg

Relations between labor and capital have
not yet reached the point where the public interest
is best served,

Qur promise of a secure old age has
fallen far short in performancs,

Those are points of attack in our determina-
tion to make America so strong that people everywhere will
want our way of life,

7



You want to know how Lyndon Johnson will
vote to bring about a strong America, Let's enumerate
them: Prepardness, Peace, and Progressi

First, these things for prepardness,

One, the world's best airforce; two, an
adequate army and navy; three, continued research, for
peace as well as war,

Then this great step to help keep the
peaces The Marshall plan; and strengthening the
United Nations as détermined by our developing
needs,

Then for progress, these things as
immediate goals:

One. An agricultural system which will not
leave the farmer at the mercy of some money-mad grain
speculator; fixed minimum prices guaranteed for his r
crops; placktop roads to every farm home over which

he can carry his produce to market and his children

to church and school; 1lights in farm homes

=17



on the pattern we've set in central Texas where 20,000
rural =mepsrayexzex homes are connected to the two co-ops
in this congressional district,

Two, Substantial assistance to the states
to increase -teacher pay scalesg

Three, Cost~of-living adjustments in old
age assistance grantse

Four, By my voice and my vote, I will oppose
every inflationary tendemcy, We ﬁust find the answer for
this spiral of inflation foisted off on us by a Republican
dominated congress and stock=exchange gamblersg

Five, More hospitals and public health service
in rural areas and enlarged facilities for training
;53? The Democratic alternative to sonialized medicina. .

P P o &

This program has been startedg I'll work for its comple=

tion,

-18-
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Six, Serving the public interest in all
matters of conflict between tapital and labor, Decent
hours and minimum wages are in the public interest;

I supported them, Curbing power-drunk men like John
L. Lewis is in the public interest; I voted for the
Taft Hartly billy My votes have neverJdeprived a single
Texas working man of a ainglﬁ;QEghtgiand never shall,

Seven, Rejecting compulsion, I have voted

against the several legislative %éﬁ;é:zz:lin the so-called

etvil Tights prngf;BQ\It is unfortunate that this issue
was brought' forward to divide us when unity so depperately
1s needed. It is fw'firm eomminthexnx belief that the
dignity and rights of every human being best can be
achieved through education and Christianity; through
conviction rather than compudsiiong

That forms a preliminary outline of my
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QQ?& program for Prepardness: Peace: and Progress, Had I
the time and you the patience, we could talk together
much of the evening concerning my record as a Congress=
man, and wvhat I hope to do as a Senator, We could talk
about free trade, housing, veterans,..taxes on oleomargarine,
g you
“ And dozens of other things, But if/forget evervthing
else I have saidy remember this:
The chief concern of Lyndon Johnson as a
Senator will be to win and keep the peace, TO WIN..AND
KEEP,..THE PEACE,
My conviction that it can be done brought
me into this race, It won't be done by those who piddle
and patter; by men whose eyes are in the back of their head;

by panderers of bigotry and hateg
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The job can be done,..by young men who have learned

that in this atomic-air age, Parls, Texas is nedt door to

Paris, France,...Those courageous young Texams who flew

the Atlantic and the Pacific,.who dropped bombs on Berlin

««oyou young men who cursed the flies of Africa and km the

mosquitoes of New Guinea, You who saw the filth of India,

the squalor of "hina, the decadence of Hungary. You

who know it's a small worldy, And you fathers and mothers,

whose blood runs cold at the thought of another slaughter,

You can meet this greatest of all challenges,

This is my farewell as a Congressman

to the people of my district, To the best of my ability,

I have served that great majority with whom my interests

and my sympathies lie, Every letter, every postcard, you've

written me has been answered -- conscientiously, Because

you are my kind of people...the kind of people from khimk whom

I come and to whom I belong,
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You'll find them in the 1little towns,
in £filling statlons and cleaning shops and hardware
stores, You'll find them teaching in country schools,..
where once I taught, Or riding a tractor across the
blacklands == for following the furrow of a plow as
once I did near Stonewallg You'sl find them =g gathering
together on Sunday, to worship and sing the old songs,
Those are my people: The ginest people this world has
ever produced,

One honored as I have been by you
should ask no further favors, and this is my last, I

’, 7 Prlrands
want each of you to write we a Ml: of recommendation,
has

You know me; each of you kmwe friends and kinsmen who

Pq'is - W
don't, A E::m from you, saying candidly what kind
of Senator Lyndon Johnson would make, That's all I ask,
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You can write that lebtber if you think

Lyndon Johnson's record over the past twelve years
has been one of achievement rather than destruction,
You can write it if you agree that I have discharged
my duties as congressman in a level-headed manner,
with energy, and with honor to you and to myself,

You can write it if you believe with me that Peace

is the only important subject before the vorld today,
You can write it if you think I am the best qualified

man to do a Job for peaceg

This campaign...this new era in Texas politjcs

esels begun tonight, To me/ it is imph{tant that I

win; but more Y{mportant my self-respect and my Monor,

At ite end I wil} go Mome to my family...to

and my two baby hters and my mother, them.).who

to me are morg important than life itgp€lf...I will be \able

to says IY was a good racés clean,’honest, aboweboard, You

have no reason 4/
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This new era in Texas pclitics is begun
tonight, At its end my femily will be waiting: My wife,
two baby daughters and my mother; more important to
me than 1life itself, And when the race is rum, I
promise them now, they will be proud of my conduct
as a man who fights for his beliefs and as a gentleman,

To you who have heard me through, this

final solemn vow, before God and these peoples I will

i P

serve you as senator with honor and honasty; With my
brains and my energy and my heart, I will strive to
do credit to you who elect me, to our state, and our
nation,

Good might; and God bless you,
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