'N‘A TOTAL WARy THERE IS NO CEILING ON THE DUTY OF THE
INDIVIDUAL GCITI ZENe YoUy AS MEMBERS OF THE TExAS Derense Guarb,
MAVE EVIDENCED YOUR AWARENESS OF THE REALITIES OF THIS uAa; AND YOU,
BECAJSE YOU REPRESENT SUBSTANTIAL ELEMENTS IN YOUR RESPECT IVE HOME
COMMUNITIESy CAN RENDER STILL FURTHER SERVICE YO YOUR CHEEAMX
COUNTRY e
BEcAUuSE | HAVE BEEN TO AN AGTIVE FRONT == AND RETURMED ==
| AM A FORTUNATE MANe | S8AY FORTUNATE BECAWBE A TRAVELING COMPANION
&N{. hecocel .
~ AND CLOSE FRIEND WAS SHOT DOWN BY Jar Zaao?)' .- THE PLANE IN
WHIGH | TRAVELED ESCAPED, OMY—BECAUSE G ENG HIE-TROUBLE 4 FEN
seeannn_nzznnz,xui§{3$o*ft:~vs; FORTUNATE BECAW E WHEN | CONTRACTED
SOl
A TROPICAL rswsnAl AP:Q;ED TO BE AT A BASE WHERE HOSPITAL AND
MEDIGCAL FACILITIES WERE ABEQUATEe ‘
" THiIs GOOD FORTUME | MEMTION TO EXPLAIN WHAT HAS BECOME
WITH ME ALMOST AN ALL=ENGROSSING INTEREST: THME nnenmunlon“tol" Do
ALL WETHIN MY POWER TO SEE TO IT THAT OUR FIGHTING MEN, umsus/iuev
ARE STATIONED AT THE EARTH'S FOUR CORNERSy SHALL MAVE ADEQUATE
EQUIPMENTe
GUNS AND PLANMESy WEAPONS OF EVERY KINBg (N THE HANDS OF
wn Suadile, & [ waliliy
AMER I1CAN FIGHTERiASHbULB équﬁL OR. SURPASS THOSE OF ANY OTHMER NATEOMo
SO LONG aS rﬁans IS ANY DOUBT ON THAT SCORE, NOME OF US AT HOME
E::“D RESTe WE MAVE THE BEST FIGHTING MEN IN THE WORLRe Butr NO
MATTER HOW GOOD THE FIGHTING MAN MAY BEy HE 1S INFERJOR TO AN
ENEMY WITH SUPERIOR EQU IPMENTo
THERE 18 NO MEEBy OR DISPOSITIONy TO REGOUNT PAST MISTAKESe
THE Hmmuxux BARUCH COMMITTEE WELL SAID THAT IT WAS COMCERNED WITH

THE PAST RECORD OMLY INSOFAR AS IT CASY LIGHT ON PROBLEMS OF THE

FUTUREe BuTy THE COMMI TTEE ADDED) WRONGS OF THE PAST CANNOT BE



BE OleD A8 A DEFENSE FOR MISTAKES OF THE FUTUREO‘ THOSE STATEMENTS
SHOULD APPLY NOT ONLY TO THE RUBBER GCRISISy ABOUT we ICH THE BaARuUCH
COMMI TTEE WAS TA KINGy BUT TO THE WHOLE WAR EFFOR Te WE MUST FIRST
FACE THE FACT THAT GRAVE MISTAKES HAVE BEEN MADE3 MISTAKES THAT

COST LIVESo THEN WE CAN DETERMINE THAT THOSE SAME MISTAKES 9y AT LEAST

ARE
REKXEXNDXX REPEATEDo v

rd
WE HAVE A RIGHT TO EXPECT FROM THOSE WHO ARE IN CHARGE OF /

OUR WAR EFFORT == THOSE ON THE FIGHTING FRONTS AND THOSE ON THE
PRODUCTION FRONTS == THAT THEY.SHALL DO THME JOBe BuT MORE THAM //
THAT MERE RIGHTy THERE 18 A égl! UPON US TO DEMAND THAT THEY DO THE /
" JOBe WE'VE ALL BEEN DEALT A HANB IN THIS GAME IN WHICH THE STAKE.//
ARE UNIMAGINABLE HIGH == LIFE‘A D FREEDOMe

How EACH OF US IS TO DISCHARGE THAT DUTY IS HIS PERSONAL
PROBLEMe CERTA INLY EAGH OF us GAQ BE ETERNALLY VIGILANTS CERTAINLY

EACH OF US GAN LET THOSE IN WHOM WE HAVE ENTRUSTED LEADERSHIP KNOW

THAT wE((lsnnov == OR APPROVE/ == OF HIS CONDUCTe WE CAN KEEP OUR=

~ B

SELVES INFORMER BY XBM 8TUDYING THE REPORTS OF THE EXFE RTS ON THE
NUMERQUS SUBJECTS INCIDENT TO THE WARe We CAN LASTEN YG‘GNAT OuUR
FIGHTING MEN TELL USp AND PASS THE WORD ALONG TO THOSE IN A BETYTER
POSITION TO ACT OM THEIR EXPERIENCESo

THERE MUST BE UNITY IN TH|S>NAT!ON TO PROSECUTE A SUCCESSFUL
WARS BUT UNITY DOES NOT NECESSARILY ENBRAEBSBX MEAN S ILENCE IN THE
FACE OF KNOWN EVIL8c TO PARAPHRASE THE FIRST ROOSEVELTys THE MAN WHO

NEVER MADE A UISTAKk 18 THE MAN WHO NEVER DID ANYTHING] BUT TOO MANY

Wlaad Unpaadoston { ¢ b4 (At
MISTAKES wistl wwm fad) W‘



In & total ¥ar, there is no oceiling on the duty of the
individual oitizen, You, ss members of the Texas Defense (uard, |
have evidensced your awareness of the realities of this War; and
you, because you represent substantial elements in your respec~
tive home communities, oan render still further serviece to your
Country. A

Beonuse 1 have been %o an aotive front -« and returned -
1 an & fortunate man, I say fortunste because & traveling com-
penion end olose friend was shot down by Jup Zerocs, while the
plane in which I traveled escaped; fortunate because whem I
contracted a tropisal fmr and pneumonia, I happened te de
near a base where hospital and medieal facilities were available,

This good fortune I mention to explain what has beocome
with me almost an all-engrossing interest; The determination
to do all within my power te see to it that our fighting men,
wherever they are stationed at the earth's four corners, shall
have adeguate mipﬂnt.

Guns and plenes, weapons of every kind, in the hands of
Ameriecan fighters in quantity and quality should equal or sure
pass those of any other Hation., So long as there is any doubt
on that soore, none of us at home ean rest. ¥We have the best
fighting men in the world. But no matter how good the fighting

man mey e, he is inferior to an enemy with superior equipment,



There 4i» no nesd, or disposition, ¢o recount past mistakes.
The Baruch Committeo well seid that it was conoerned with the past
record only insofur es it oast light on problems of the future,
But, the Coumittee added, wrongs of the past oannot be cited as &
defense far mistakes of the future. Those statements should apply
not only to the rubber orisis, about ﬁahh the Baruch Copmittee
wis talking, but to the whole War effort, iec must irst fase the
fact that grave mistakes have bean madej mistakes that ecost lives,
Then wa can determine that those ssme mistakes, at least, are not
repested.

Ve have a right to expeot frem those who are in charge of
our ar offort - those on the ﬁ@t&n}mm%m.mtho
production fronts == that they shall do the job. But more than
that more right, there is a DUTY upon us to demand that they do
the jobs We've all been dealt a hand in this gesme in which the
stakes are unimaginably high == LIFE and FRINDOM,

How emeh of Qu is %o discharge that duty is his personal
problem. Certainly each of us oan be sternally vigilant; certaine
iy eseh of us can let those in whom wo have entrusted lesadership
know that we approve «- or disapprove -- of his conduot, Ve can
keep oureelves informed by studying the reports of the experts on
the mmerous subjects incident o the War, Ye oan listen %o what
our fighting men tell us, and pass the word along 4¢ those in a
better position to act on thelir experiences.



There must bde unity in this liation to preosecute a success-
ful War; but unity does not necessarily mean silence in the face
of known evils, To paraphrase the first Roosevelt, the man who
never made a mistake 18 the man who never did anything; but tee
many mistakes mean unreasonable sand unnecsssary expenditures in

blood and dollars.
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In & total nf, there is nc ceiling on the 4wty of the
M fa g 7 ¢
individual oitizen. You, as members of the Texes—Defense Ouard,
have evidenced your awareness of the realities of this War; and
you, because you represent substantial elements in your respec-
tive home ocommunities, ocan render still further service to your
Country.

Because I have been %o an setive front -- and returned =-
I am & fortunate man, I say fortunate because a traveling com-
panion and oclose friend was shot down by Jap Zeros, while the
plane in which I traveled escaped; fortunate because when I
contrected a iropiul fever and pneumonis, I happened te de
near a base where hospital and medical facilities were available.

This good fortune I mention to explain what has become
with me almost an all-engrossing interest: The determination
to do all within my power to see to it that our fighting men,
wherever they are stationed at the earth's four corners, shall
have adequate equipment.

Guns end planes, weapons of every kind, in the hands of
Ameriean fiﬁxtors in quantity and quality should equal or sure
pass those of any other Nation. 80 leng as there is any doubdbt
on that score, none of us at home san rest. We have the best

fighting men in the world. But no matter how good the fighting

man may be, he is inferior to an enemy with superior equipment,



There is no need, or disposition, to recount past mistakes.
The Baruch Committes well said that it was conoerned with the past
record only insofar as it oast light on problems of the future.
But, the Committee added, wrongs of the past cannot be sited as a
defense for mistakes of the future., Those statements should apply
not only to the rubber eorisis, about vhioh the Baruch Committee
was talking, but to the whole War effort. We must first face the
faoct that grave mistakes have been made; mistakes that cost lives.
Then we oan determine that those same mistakes, at least, sre not
repeated,

We have a right to expect from those who are in charge of
our War effort =- those on the fighting fronts and those on the
production fronts o that they shall do the jeb. But more than
that mere right, there is a DUTY upon us to demend that they de
the job, We've all been dealt a hand in this game in which the
stakes are unimaginably high -« LIFE and FREEDOM.

How each of us is %o discharge that duty ia his personmal
problem. Certainly esch of us oan be eternally vigilant; certain-
1y each of us can let those in whom we have entrusted leadership
know thet we approve -- or disapprove -~ of his conduct, We can
keep ourselves informed by studying the rqort;l of the uj»rto on
the numercus subjects incident to the War, ¥We oan listen to what
our fighting men tell us, and pass the word along to those in a
better position to ast on their experiences,



There must be unity in this Nation to prosecute a success~
ful War; but unity does not necessarily mean silence in the face
of known evils. To paraphrase the first Roosevelt, the man who
never made a mistake is the man who never did anything; dut tee
many mistakes mean unreasonable and unnecessary expenditures n.
blood and délhn.
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