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March 5, 1964 

Dear Abe: 

Thank you for aenc:ling me Buahro~•a 
letter. I doubt if you will be eurpriaed to 
know that the reference in hb letter strikes 
no reaponaive chard of memory in this office, 
but I wW have the matter reviewed by the 
right people. Thank yoa for send.in& it to 
me. 

Sincerely, 

McGeorge Bundy· 

Mr. Abe 1orta• 
Arnold, Forta.a le Porter 
1229 Nineteenth Street, N. W. 
Washington D. C. 20036 

✓ CC: MR. ROBERT KOMER 

RECEIVED 
FE.Bl 61966 
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Hon. McGeorge Bundy 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mac: 

I am sending you tl-:e original of a letter I have 
received :trom Bushrod Howard, Jr. , whom I have never met 
and do not propose to meE!t. I am also sending you a 
copy of my reply to him. 

So far as I know, th~s is not worth your attention, 
but because of the referE~ce to you on the second page 
of Mr. Howard's letter ar:d because of the general subject 
matter., I am sending thi~. along to you. There is no need 
for you to acknowledge rE!ceipt of it. 

t-·i • 
! ; 

Sincerely, 

/( le · . 
, Abe F_~rtas . •t.:: 

Encl. t-~tu~~~; 

! 
7ffiu_,Jt lllm JEZ &Olli'/ 
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The Mutawakelite Kingdom of the V4tf.&JV 
Bushrod Howard, Jr. 

2500 Q Street, N.W. Adviser 
Washington, D.C. 20007 to the Government 

March 1, 1964 

Dear Mr Fortas, 

I would very much like to obtain your help and advice, 
but,as the adviser to a foreign government that is not recognized 
by the United States, I am fully aware that you might not wish to 
see me. 

Therefore, I will state the problem, and, if you do not 
wish to discuss the matter, I will understand if you refuse to see 
me. I am also sure that you will understand why I have been bold 
enough to approach you. 

I am the adviser of the Kingdom of Yemen. You are aware 
of the situation there. There was a revolt in September 1962, 
which was immediately supported by themilitary intervention of 
Nasser. In December of 1962, the rebel Government was recognized 
by the United States in return for Nasser's pledge to withdraw. 
Instead of withdrawing his troops, he increased them from 15,000 
to 30,000 in March of 1963. • 

In M~rch, President Kennedy sent Elsworth Bunker to the 
Middle East to try to arrange a cessation of Saudi supplies for 
the Royalists in return for a withdrawal of UAR troops. This 
arrangement was agreed to by the Saudis and Nasser. 

Despite clear pledges to the UN in April of 1963, Nasser 
has refused-to withdraw his troops. Indeed on February 22, he 
stated in a major speech that he would keep them there another 
5 years if necessary. 

The present military situation is clear. Nass~r will 
never be able to. defeat the Royalists. They have received no 
outside arms since May, 1963, as attested to by ihe UN observers. 
Yet, in all that time, they have never lost an inch to Nasser, but 
have gained substantial ground. 

Politically, the Egyptians have now taken direct control 
of all the areas that they control. The Royali5ts have a provisional 

_.Government and constitution that will be subjected to a vote after 
the UAR evacuation. They are in touch with all elements in Yemen 
and in substantial agreement with them for the desired reforms. 

, .. 7.E! !I& FPOJf IPII Ill 69PY 
!... 



The Mutawakelite Kingdom of the VM1,£Jv 
Bushrod Howard , Jr. 

2500 Q Street, N.W. Adviser 
Washington, D. C. 2000 7 to the Government 

Abe Fortas, Esq. 2/ 

Presently, the un~le of the King, Prince Abdul Rahman is 
in Washington. He has a certain matter that he has been instructe·d 
to 1)p~sent to the higest authority. I Ao~~t know the contents, but 
I do know that he must be sure that~ :.e kept confidential. 

This raises a difficult problem. The top level of the 
Department of State refuse to see him, even unofficially, and this 
is rather amazing in view of the past practice regarding the 
Algerians, the "Palestinians" andeven the Yemen Rebels when the. 
US recognized the Royal Government. [Bunker went to see them and 
did not see the Royalists, but Ambassador Badeau received openly 
the so-called Foreign Minister of the Yemen Republic in Cairo 
within 48 hours of the Rebellion and nearly 2 months before the 

,· \,.,' US withdrew recognition from the Royal Government]. 
\_r 

,,...,..--- The matter is not one of protocol but of security. Last 
year, private correspondence was shown to at least 2 reporters 
by either McGeorge Bundy's office or by Talbott's office or both. 
This correspondence was the private correspondence of the Late 
President Kennedy with Prince Faisal, Prime Minister of Saudi 
Arabia. We believe that details of this correspondence and of 
the position papers of the US Government relating to the air 

1 defense of Saudi Arabia reached Nasser.!,✓---. 
j' 

Any matters that would be presented by Prince Abdul 
Rahman could involve the names of persons in agreement and 
contact with the Royal Government who are in Egypt and areas controlled 
by Egyptian ~roops. You can, therefore, realize that, if there 
is not real insunance of confidentiality; we will not attempt to 
deliver the message and informaticin. 

I would appreciate any advice or help that you would see fit 
to give me. I will call you for an appointment to see if you care to 
discuss this matter further. 

With best wishes, 

• 
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Mr. Bushrod Howard, Jr. 
The Mutawakelite Kingdom of the Yemen 
2500 Q Street, N. w. 
Washington, D. C. 20007 

Dear Mr. Howard: 

·o I have read your letter of March 1, and I appre­
ciate your writing to me. However, this matter is 
entirely outside of my sphere of competence,.and Ip 
cannot conceive of any purpose that would be served by 
your discussing the raatter with me. I nevertheless y appreciate your writing me. 

Sincerely, 

Abe Fortas 

AF:hsm 

https://CAA:<JL.YN
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'f SOCIETY THE OF WORLD Ill, In~ ~" ~/ FOR PREVENTION WAR . w 30, 
A Non-Pro/itEdr.u:alionalOr1anuation 

50 WEST 57TH STREET • NEW YORK, N.Y. 10019 
SUITE 810 LT 1-7020 

Dear Sirs 

lnclosed you will find reprints ot a nullber ot new iteJIS coo­
BOARD OF DIRECTORS oemi11g the war in Ye•n, which invol.T&s both Saudi Arabia and t.he 
MARK VAN DOREN 

Hon. Ch•lrm.n United .Arab Republic (Egypt). We believe t.he criaia in Yemen dll­
REX STOUT mands the urgent, attention or peace-loving people and govemaenta. 

Vice President Thia war bu gone on for more than four years and has caused the 
DR. ALBERT SIMARD death or at least 100,000 inhabitants or Yemen. 

Se<:ret•ry 

ISIDORE LIPSCHUTZ 
Treasurer Recently, Egypt, appears to haft resorted to the use ot poi­

THOMAS CRAVEN sonous gases in her attempt to subdue the independent. tribes in 
S. GIMBEL,MRS. LOUIS JR. the Yemen area. Aa Brl.tim PriJae Minister Harold Wilson baa et.at­JULIUS L. GOLDSTEIN 

WILLIAM HARLAN HALE ed, "This is a matter of deep concem,• which JMrita iaediate in­
EMIL LENGYEL 
WILLIAM J. LUYTEN watigation by the United Nations. Although the Yemen region bu 
ERIC MANN been main~ inaccesaible to reporters, a group of 20 West.em~CHAT PATERSON 
HARRY LOUIS SELDEN respondents suooeeded in penetrating the area and report-ad upon
JAMES H. SHELDON 
WILLIAM L. SHIRER this grave developnent,.
PIERRE VAN PAASSEN 
MAJ. M. WHEELER-NICHOLSON 

MAYERMRS. BELLE ZECK While the Yaen war has sometimes been described as a civil 
ADVISORY COUNCIL var, it is actually an aggresaicm by Egypt., conducted under circwn­
GEORGE BACKER 
STUART CLOETE stancea 'Which have pitted Egypt and Saudi Arabia againat each other, 
RICHARD DE ROCHEMONT thus raising the gravest danger of a general war in this part; of
WALTER 0. EDMONDS 
LIONEL GELBER the oil-rich Ml.ddle East. Also invol'99d is the tuture of Aden and 
MARY B. GILSON 
SHELDON GLUECK the other British ccmtrolled areaa in Southam Arabia which are 
FRANK E. KARELSEN. JR. sche<bled tor independence next, year. Many correspondents see in
HAL LEHRMAN 
MRS. DAVID ELLIS LIT Egypt•s Yemen operation a prelude to much larger aggressions in 
MRS. HAROLD V. MILLIGAN 
HERBERT MOORE this regi.m. 
LEWIS MUMFORD 
ADELE NATHAN 
LOUIS NIZER The l.bited States is direatl.¥ concerned because a substantial 
LISA SERGIO 
G. E. SHIPLER part, ot tbs aid which Egypt, bas received troa Aaerica during the 
CHARD POWERS SMITH 
MRS. HJORDIS SWENSON put tour years, baa been wasted -- either direatly or indireatq 
R. J. THOMAS in the Yemen invasion. 
FRITZ VON UNRUH 

CHICAGO 
COURTENAY BARBER, JR. We hope that the attached •terial wW. help to awaken the 
MRS. ROBERT BIGGERT 
J. J. ZMRHAL public conscience on this situation, which is cert-ain to beoo• 

LOS ANGELES increaai.Dgq dangerous it adaqu.ate countermeasures are not prompt,­
F. E. BROOKMAN taken.MAJ. JULIUS HOCHFE:LDER q 

SAN FRANCISCO 
VERNON E. HENDERSHOT Very sincere~ yours,
ALBERT RAPPAPORT 
SIDNEY ROGER 

ST. LOUIS / ~ F~ PREVENTIONOF----~~RLD)rARIII INC. 
J. LIONBERGER DAVIS 

/ Albert,jSimard · . Ia re,c.L chutz 
Secretal'7 ~- T re r : 

Encls. RECEIVED ! 
MAR2 7 1967 
CENTRALFILES 



C O M.I T E I NT E R N AT I O N AL INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 
oe LA OF THE 

CROIX-ROUGE RED CROSS 
SERVICEOE PRCSSC fT D'INFOIIMATION PRESSANOINIORIUTIONDlf'Alllt.lENT 

1, AV. OE LA PAIX 1, AV. DE LA PAil( , 
OENtVE GENEVA 

COMMUNIQUt DE PRESSE TtL. 33 30fO · • TELEX: 222it PRESS RELEASE 

Geneva, January 31, 1967 Press release No 824 b 

The ICRC and Events in the Yemen 

ICRC, Geneva : 

The International Committee of the Red Cross in Geneva is 
extremely concerned about the air-raids against the civilian population 
and the alleged use of poisonous gas recently in the Yemen and the 
neighbouring regions. • 

In vie.w. of the suffering thereby caused, the ICRC earnestly 
appeals to all authorities :nvolved in this conflict for respect in all 
circumstances of the universally recognized humanitarian rules of 
international morality and law. 

The ICHC depends on the understanding and support of all' 
the powers involved in order to enable its doctors and delegates in the 
Yemen to continue under the best conditions possible to carry out their 
work of impartial assistance to the victims of this conflict. 

The ICRC takes .this opportunity to affirm that~ in the interest 
oi the persons in need of its assistance, it has adopted as a general rule 
to give no publicity to the observations made by its delegates in the 
exercise of their functions. Nevertheless, these observations arc used 
to back up the appropriate negotiations which it unfailingly undertakes 
whenever necessary. • • 



YEMENI ROYALIST WT!mVIEWED ON GAS ATTACK 

Mutawaklcili te Royalist Radio in Ara·oic to Yemen 1245 GMT 20 February 19,1--M 

,summary) On i ?19) February 1,967 an American television correspc.,ndent in Eurc,pe 
and a correspondent of a European news agency arrived in Ktar are~. They were 

'w'elcomed by Amir Sayf al-Islam At.mad Ibn a1-ausayn. 

'l'he correspondents asked for permission to visit the site which was bonbed with 
poison gas and napalm. The correspondents saw the dead animals and 100 graves or 
victims or poison gas bombs. They also saw in caves corpses that have not yet 
been buried because or their numbers. 

Amir Saye al-Islam Ahmad Ibn al-Husayn granted them an interview. 

Question: When were the poison gas bombs used and how many planes took part? 

Answer: 11Forty days ago 11 planes, including 2 Ilyushins, flew over Ktaf, They flew 
in three formations. Each plane dropped three bombs. The first formation dropped 
explosive and smoke bomb$ so that the people would leave their houses and so the 
pilots could determine wind direction." 

Question: How many were killed? 

Answer: "One hundred forty to 160 died. Also 400 to 500 animals died." 

· Question: Why are they using poison gas? 

_Answer: 11No doubt the military defeat Yemenis dealt the Egyptian Army was the 
basic motive for launching this criminal war." Th1s is proof of the· Egyptians• 
failure. The Egyptian air force also failed to subdue the Yemeni people with 
explosive bombs. 11 The air force resorted to poison gas and napalm on orders 
issued by Abd an-Nasir himself." 

Question: Is this the first time poison gas has been used and do you believe it 
will be used a~ain? 

Answer: "The _Egyptians have. used gas on a small scale (words indistinct) and they 
are trying to increase its use. Reports have been received from reliable sources 
that the Egyptians used gas in (Iyal Yazid mountain and Anif--p~onetic) (words 
indistinct)." 

Question: Do you believe that Abd an-Nasir will st~y in Yemen? 

Answer: "There are factors affecting his decision, Cor.ununist support will enable him 
to stay. He is the first agent or communism in the Arab area. According to reports 
there is a Joint Egyptian-Russian plan for setting up a Russian base in Yemen• s 
Mocha harbor," The Yemeni people will continue their holy war to cleanse their home­
land, 



(~ Pollt, 1-9-67.) 

Yenien Royalists Say Ra:id 

Q
UARA, Yemen-RoyaU.t 

sources charged :,ester-
~~ ~n1':. beo:! 

125 person,.- ud IDJUftd 
about 120 in a gu attack on 
Katm near Sa'da. i1l north 
Yeme~ 

The sources, at royalist 
general headquarters here, 
said the attack was made 

Saturday. but gave no indi• 
oatlon of the nationality of 
the Hyusbln pl&Des. EoP-
ti:an forcea bacldntthe re-
publicans are known to have 
some of the RU1Sian-mact. 
aircraft. 

lit waa believed at royalist 
headquarters that the attack 
followed the shipment of 800 
gas bombs from Oollmnunist 
China to Arrahiba air base, 
ten miles north of the Yem-
eni capit-1 of Sam'a and 
constituted d 1re c t aid to 
President Abdullah al ,Sel• 
la-l's repubJlean regime. 

[In AdeJl, Mohammed al­
Yagell, •·former Yemeni Re­
publlcen Information Min­
istry aide, laid he thinb all 
y emeois lhauld unJte to 
drive Uie Egyptians from 
their country ~then~ 
t.111their differences.] 

Yemeni A.ccrue. Eapt 
OJ U•in, Poiaon Ga 

•'ltev•n• 
BEIRUT, Lebanon, Jan. 5 

The Yemeni royallat Mintlter 
of State for Foreip Affairs, 
Mohammed A b d e 1-Koddous, 
today accuaed Egyptian forces 
of -uaiq poison eas against 
the royalist • faction in tpe 
Yemeni clvll war. 

In a cable to the Foreign 
Cottespondents' Association in 
BeJrut, he aid from 15 to 20 
p o ii o n gas bomba • were 
dropped Pee. '27 ~-b:Y' • Egyptian 
aircraft on the Jebel Iya). dla­
trlet, north of the Yemeni. 
capital of. Sana'a. 

By 12 llywhins Killed 125 ·c . 
0 

. -
• 

!·Yemeni Charge, 
Town Wiped Out 

-
with Gas Bombs 

, 
BEIRUT, Lebanon, Jan. 13 

(UPI) - A Yem:lnl Ro»-list I 
spokesman today charged So-

, viet-built Egyptian bombersIkilled at least 250 men, wom-
en and children in a poison : 
gaa bomb attack on a sleeping • 
villa1e on Jan. 5. 

• Muhammad Abdul Kuddus 
al Wazir, Foreign Minister of 
the deposed Yemeni Royalist 
government, said the rlllid , 
killed 95 per ient of the vil- , 
lagers and turned Ketaf In : 
RoyalisM"Ontrolled North Ye-
men rnto a "town of death." 
Ketaf ls about 25 miles south 
of the Saudi Arabian border. 

Egyptians Ad~it 
Yemen Gas Raids 

Amman,Jordan, Jan. 9 Iii-Two 
men whoidentifiedthemselvesu 
Egyptim.Alr Force captains who 
defected to Jordan &aid tonight 
that Egyptianplanes droppedgas
and napalm bombs on Yemeni 
townsOD personalorderiiof Presi-­
dent Gamal Abdel Nauer. Cairo 
deniedthat the two were defector&, 
and called the case "a shamelul1 

farce." 
At a newsconferen~in Amman, 

the men were identified aa Mo-

Ibarned Abdul Motti Abdo and 
Capt. Saeed Mohamed Ali el 
Fadeel, both 31. 

Gf rO en,es 
G Aff Jc 

GS GC S 
In Yemen 

~ ·Amman, Jordan, Jan. 10 (AP)­
Tw~ Egyptian airmen claimed 
last nJght that President Nasser 
had ordered gas and napalm 
bombs dropped on towns in 
Yemen. Cairo called their story 1 

a "shameful farce." • 
, The two men, who appeared 
at press conference In Amman, 
aaid they were Capt. Mohamed 
.Abdul M9tti Abdo and C!apt. 
Saeed Mohamed Ali Ell Fadeel, 
both 31. They said they deserted 
their units in Yemen .last June 
and took refu1e in Saudi Arabia, 
\Yhkh has been supporting the 
Royalist side in Yemen's civil I 
war. 

Fadeel said_ Soviet pilots as l 
well as Egyptians were ftying • 
Egyptian bombers and fighters 
In attacks against royalist tribes­
me~. 

Abdo said that before going 
on raids, the airmen were told 
that Yemen was considered part 
of the United Arab Republic and 
that gas bombs should be used 
to crush resistance. He said they l 
were Instructed that the best! 
time to drop gas was between : 
5 and 10 a.m., when there was 
usually a "dead wind" in Yemen. 

Royalist sources in Yemen 
charged Sunday that 12 Ilyu­
shin heavy bombers killed more 
than 125 persons in a gas attack 
in northern Yemen on $aturday. 

Shortly after Amman broad-' 
cast an account of the press con-• 
terence, the Egyptian govern- 1 

ment issued a.statement .saying 
the pair had been expelled trom 
the air lorce last spring on Nas• 
aer's orders becau6e of "per•
aonal misconduct." 



·Poison Gas in Y erneri 
Deplored by·R~4 ~r()~~ 
r·GENEVA. Jan. 31 (AP):..:Th1 BARB DEPARflJRE • FRST-BAND REPO•T. . I 
lnt,rnational Red Cross Commit- The Red Cron Committ••• l The Red Cl'Qlt ·cs.1e1ate In 
t• appealed Tuesday a,aifli announcement w~s a ra~e dt-. Yemen. Auch-..~•t. made a lI .. parture from its traditional I fi.nt-haod report on the lituatioill 
a r rakf1 and the aYeged use ll f "no comment" on con- . · •tt • Gen••• lastIof • • tI •in y • • po cy o . to the comnu ee. ID ..1 poison g-as recen y emen .metsof this kind. It hinted tut, , k. • 
and neighboring regions." ' • 1

• despite tbe carefuf phrasin1 of ! weePresumably allo ,vailable 
• The all-Swin committee· thus I"•ll~ged use of poi~~ ;tu," I were fra1menta of.1reen. bombs, 

brialy· abed its cloak ol dlplo- 'Iavailable ·eYldence poillled· to ~t I,oil aamplea and lllJll tissue of 
• • .... las a fa~t. dead animals which two . Red, 

.'8~tic silence on ~everopf'Nntt In Lonllqa,: Prime Ministe_r Cross teams diapatched · to. 
, In the four • year • old Yemeal Harold WU-sonaaid he had eti•l'I Geneva from • Ketaf, where 
~hil war in ,wbicb Egy,pt's Air duce .tu11estin1 pretty •~- ! Yemeni roxalists_ declared So-

. Force has been accused fl kill• ly "that P0,i,aoa~as ~-ay ·havej, viet-desil!Mld Eaptlan nyulhin: 
: ing hundreds of civilian, with : been used. Di~cusain1 tbat- bombers kflled more tban 1251 
i • • , Hpect of the war JD a debate on . persona in a 1aa -attack Jan. 'I. 
i ~as bombs m _Y~men and m, Britain's loof-plaDDed withdraw• i • · ,.. ) 1 

i aeighboring Saudi Arabia. al from Aden, south of Yemen,· , (l:imei'f'a 
! In ~o •• rovemmeat IPC>b•-Wilson "told the House of Com• Jldli4e]pta llillld,,NI' 
' man .aid that "our loree1 iJI mona: · z-•:-6T• 
; • • • • "Tbl1 Is I matt.er of deep con-. •:IYemen never used J)OilOII IH a- ... 't is a matter of S&ucU• cern .... 1 . ,.
1bombs at any time,'.' 111dthat Arabia, if she deiire•: to r111e · 
! the United Arab Republic wanta at the United Nattom. ' • 
: a United Nations commilaion • 
1to iovestigate alle1atione of 111,· 

l bombings. • •.1

YEMiN WARRtois 
• ' • . :: • Skin tissues of the victims of u~ struck the oasis ~of K~ta( 

: • By ANDREW ~O~OWIEC lhese attacks are now being regional headquarters e! 
• ,..,....011r • L..,Tlle_. analyzed by the Intematlonal one stag~ _the seat_ of . 

WITU ROYALISI' FO~CES IN Committee of the Red Cross in Prime ~mister Emir El.. l 

.\'EMEN--An ail lamp -fHckeredGeneva. In keeping with their ~!!_¥~~!~- .: :-~ _ .-L .. • 

in the teat _where the elders olpolicy, Red Cross r:epresen~- t;lai111oo Per<'enl Support 
:thetribe reetedOD.carpets_ aftertives in Yemen decline to d11- Royalists claim support from 
a day's m_arc:llacrom a ~e close their opinion. • 90 percent of the more than 100' 
ol m~ ••• • • (In Geneva today, the ICRC tribes dispersed ·throughout the 

Nlflt .~,:Y-- beloll(II to exp eased extreme concern over mountainous country located· 
the ~oh~ ; ~ air raids against the civilian between Saudi Arabia and the(~~ II_ ,m"' --~~ ~. population and the alleged British colony of Aden. 
!Wlofor the la,t four years~ ot poisonous gas, the Associated' Recently, the important tribe 
bettl retdltinl the Republlcan,Press reported. The committee of Usaimat, making up one:-third· 
Nlfmbein Sanaa acl • ~.oc»-i said that it urgently appeala to· of the Hashid tribal coofedera- · 
mu EIJptjaD npeditioaary "all authorities concerned" to tion, abandoned its aupport of 
~-- •_-..;_.... - • ·lh n.:.· s respect "universally recognized the . Republicll! ,,regime and 

The mauathreat to e ™'~ niles of morality and Jaw." joined the Royalist cause. 
latscomes ~ the air. The -1 (The committee departed from Royalist positiol)a begin some 
over Yemea II criacroued by ·ts tradiUonal policy of not 30 miles outside the Republicant 
Soviet-made jets and tur:boi>n,> :me~eniDg publicly in any con- capital of. Sanaa. At this stage • 
bombers ~ the Egyptian m flict It ex Jained that it did the Egyptians appear content to 
force ~ bombsODmo_:so •·•to bacf up the appropriate hold the · easily defendable 1 
mountam ~L-~C beds negotiations which it unfailingly coastal area. 
ouea IPHwliDI.._ undertakes whenever neces- foiftic~, the Roy~ts are 
of dried OI¢ rivers known as l8l'Y.. AP said ) isolated 1n a world which hur­
wadia. •• h dll"i.. A~rding to· some Western ri~ to.~ogniz.e the Republican 

But ft_!~ ~ !1U-·a •w,. intelligence reports, the Egyp. regune. ~ ~ · 
effecr- an Royalist resistance. tian air base at Arrahiba ~ In r~t weeks, however,. 

tly i ated by the Yemen receive 600 gaa born .there hate • been indications
t:8o1 the~ to subdue from Communist China i some con,aervative Arab coun­
tbe tribesmen, Egyptian troop& December • tries are conaidermg withdraw-· 
have begun droppiD8181 bom~ One of ·the attackl in whlc lae: their recognition ol the 
_ODselected~ • ~-~!!!..~-~-h•~-~---~'- government. , !.• :,; 

(~, Wuld..__ s,.1ac aar, 1-31-67)
- . .. 
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Poison gas used? 
Polson 1as may have been u ■ed by 

En,,tian force& In the Yemeni war. 
The International Bed CroH i1 ln­
vestiratlnr, 

If 1ucb . is the case-and the evi­
dence so far point, stronsly ID this 
dlrecti~i mar mark a turninr 
poi. ta the war, with decisive Jo■ s of 
prellll'e fer tbe. Uaited Arab Bepub­
llc, 

By John K. .Ceoley 
St4f/ corre,pcmdent of 

The c:hristi(m·Scifflce Monitor 

Ketaf, 
Keyalist-he)d 11orthernYemen 

This remote mud-wa.lled vlllne under 
,raceful palm trees may be the place where 
the four-year-old Yemen war took a de­
eilive turnin1. 

All the evidence here points to a poison, 
gas attack by E1yptian aircraft Jan. 5, 
which killed at least 160. The final burden 
of proof must rest with the committee of 
the International Red Cross in Geneva, 
which sent a team here to collect the clini• 
cal evidence. 

Concluiive proof would critically dama1e 
the pre1ti1e of President Na11er'1 50,000-
man Yemen expeditionary force. 

Fm17 journalists from a ~~zen countries,
lnclildinar.10 from Saudi Arabia, trekked a 
ntlht and a day on trucks, muleback, and 
foot to 1ee Ketaf. The government of the 
Jmam llc,hammed Badr, which ccmsiders 
ltaelf iat war with the E}gyptian forces OC• 
cupying about one quarter of Yemen bad 
invited them. ,, • • . .. 
•Thejourney wasnoteasy. The trail lies 

over lbme or ·the· rolJlhest country in the 
world. A. we tramped across a lunar desert 
under bluin1 sun Jan. 23 we could hear 
uplosians as EDPtian bomber1 struck 
Ketaf a1ain-this time with. U m,h-explo­
sive bomb■. The craters, most of them 
misses, were fresh when we arri~. 

With alight variations of detail, m,en-and 
women of Ketaf and members of the 
Imam's garrison here confirJn what Prince 
Hussein ben Ahmed, provinci_al Qovemor, 
told us in an impromptu meeting just out­
side the walls of Ketal's mud fort:' 

"On Jan. 5 about nfid-mornin1 11 Ilyushin 
bombers and two MIG flghtera appeared. 
The WG's drop~4 .. ,w!). -~~oke bomb~. 

These show.ed wind direction. The nyushirlt 
dropped 27 containers." 

This correspondent inspected laree frag­
ments of several containers still buried in 
the craters. They were cast iron and not 
the type usually used in explosive fra1men• 
tation or incendiary bQmbs. 

"A cloud of what looked like smoke, some­
times blue-gray, sometimes brown, spread 
throu1h the town and into nearby caves . 
where people fled to eacape air raids, The 
smell was like oranges." • 

Some people who said they 1tayed in their 
house, 1urvived. Forty-two 1arri1on sol• 
diers perished amon1 a total of about 160 
fatalities. Many survivors recovered after 
being carried to hospitals in Najran and 
Taief, Saudi Arabia. 

Prince Ahmed's comment on the casual• 
tiei was political. • 

President NaBBer, he said, waa frustrated 
in his desire to control Yemen. Following 
his new strategy of reducinc Egyptian• 
occupied areas to the strategic Sanaa Taiez 
Hodeidha triangle, he had decided upon a 
"war of annihilation" and harassment. 

The Royalist government says other poi• 
son ~•~tta~--~I!~ nu?l~l'.~ -~ix__~~-:~ 
the first one in 196'. They took place 
~oul of' Sham Province, Hamdan ·near 
Sanaa, Ania and Djebel Ayal Yazid, the 
Royalists say. . 

The crucial difference is that the earlier 
ones were allegedly mustard gas, an irri­
tant which is ·often not fatal. Two Pakistani 
physicians, Dr. Eftab Hussein • and Dr. 
Moufi.d Abderrahman, who treat~. -Ketaf 
survivor,, told us ·at Najran; ''Their lun1s 
were affected. This was poison of a type we 
have not seen before." Some expert, have 
presumed it was. pbos1ene or a member of 
the phos1ene family. 

The verbal and visual evidence both .as 
to human beings and the animals, trees~ 
and fleld1 affected was so· grave that a 
Swiss Red Cross worker told me, "We 
were convinced." 
Sample, -analyud 

Andre Rochat, relfonal Red Cross direc• 
tor, ordered a team under Dr. J. Wust to 
take many clinical samples for qetailed 
analysis. 

Normally the Red Cross make ■ no dis~ 
closure, about such matters. The ·Royalist 
1overnment and the Saudi regimf! are 
pre11ing for. 1uch dis.closure and for Red 
Cro11 a<:~on in th!_s C~!e. (, E-,rlt rp+s) 
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.. lalonned aeare• Aid hen .. Bn,&a l 

inilitary plane arrived. in Amman curyin1 
. m~re .1han 30 peraon,; 1ncludin1 a defectin1 
top Eapt1- hrteW,ence officer. There wa■ 
rio_ immediai, official cobftrmation. Amman 
Radio earliel- annouhced an Uyuabin-type • 
plane· had ·1anded in· Jorde and a aenior 

. Egyptian intelligence officer bad asked and J 

. recei•ed polit:ical ~lum. • • . . . .. . . ... . -...,. .. 

Yemini Strife 
JEDDAU,. ~audi Arabia 

Planes dropped .. poison gu 
bombs on. the '1eedquarters 
of Yemeni RQYalist Premier 
Setif al Hayam Jan. 5, kill­
ing 120 of his staff, Royalist 
Deputy Premier ~ Ab­
ael' Rahma·n Ben Yehia 
charged here. He said the 
Premier was away at the 
time. Saudi Arabia supports
the Royalists in their 4-year 
civil war with Yemini Re­
pµ,l)lioana backed by E~. 

r,/4r.,/,.1 IIIJ ,, • ., fc,,f, I •2-S"• ,•1-

The allegationa are •ta­
ken llerloQlly . by major 

• 
Wes t e r n embass~• in 
Saudi Arabia and by the 
International Red Cross. 
the IRC's Middle Eist re­

SaOO,~SfefUP 
Propanandijprisentative, Andre Roch­

at, is currently in Geneva 
reporting on the attack toAaainst IRC headquarters. NassefSaudi Arabia hu de­

B'I' 10• .u.n: 110'-aaiaa mantled the me· make 
• ,............ public Rochat'• report on 

BEIRUT-8audl Arabia the gas attack. According 
fl launchfn« a .major pro- to Saudi ~ources here, the 
paganda .offensive againlt . IRC medical teams work­
P~ent Gam al Abdel Ing on the royalist-held 
Nauer of the United Arab 1eetor ~f Yem.en have fled 
Republic, using cbulrea • • to NaJran . in 10uthem 
that the. U.A.R. la uafn~ Saudi Arabia and have 
potaon.:gaa:warf..... la y . JSked the IRC fo~ ga, 
men asa prime WeilJM!D.. ~ . masks before they wlll re-

The Saudi official 'radio; tu!;hese same eources said 
this week leveled a formal 1 the U.A.R. bombers were 
c h a r g e of p, warfare, not attacking the town of 
against the U.A.R. wltlch : . Kitaf, but were aiming for 
was promptly but unof~lcl~ the nearby headquarters 

• a 11Y denied by Caire. .nf Prince Haaan Bln Ye­
Meanw~lle, th e Saudi1 hla, royJllst prime minia­
and their public relations ter and an uncle of Imam 
people have been round- Mohammed· el Badr. 
Ing u_p a foreign preu de-. Prince Hassan was in 

'1be lll&enatlonal Bed ONIN Committee fa. 
sued & pie& q&inat "the alleged uae·of polaon 
pa" recenUy in air raida in Yemen and ne~­
boring regions. The all-Swisa group ended iUI 
silence on the Yemeni civtl war· ln which 
Cairo's air force has been accuaed of kllling 
hundreds of clvtllans with gas bombs in Yemen 
and neighboring Saudi Arabia. A United Al'!lb 
Republic spokesman denied the use of polson-
gu bombs. w-..1( ;,-,~.:.c·tJ/,<w,lJ, l•l-l,T 

legatio~ w~icll is due to Saudi Arabia at the time, 
1 eave Beirut today for . •'- e 50 u- said but 120Saudi Arabia and polntl u,es. ........ ' 
eouth to view the iurvt- • of h.i•men were kUled by 
vo1·s of the gas· attack. . the JU. 

• ..- •n1t11•1ttmr• .,JAN. 21. 19'1-

'Horrible' Fighting· -· ....·Nasser'sPoisonGas.Attacks.. . ,. Reported in Yem.en 

Gamal Abdel Nasser, thJ presi- Nasser has invested a consideta- Fi,P.ting has flared apin in
dent of the United Arab Republic ble military force in Yemen, where Yemen "on a more horrible
whose • aim ls one-man leadership he is i.n conflict with Saudi Arabia, scale" between Republicansof tile Arab world, is going about and his use of poison gas indicates and Royalists, a Yemeni politi­
it, in: a 1ih1ular fashion-by kill• a new measure of desperation. Ap· cal leader said in Amman,
ing other Arabs with poison gas. parently,_ he is tryin& to win by Jordan, ye-sterday. 

It has been confirmed by the terrorism and atrocities what he has Kasem Al Wazir, the broth· 
lnterpational Red Cross and given not been able to· win by conven­ er of a leader of a third force 

in Yemen, said that Egyptianaddedcbnfirmation ·by Pri~e Minis- tional military means. planes, supportng the Republi•ter Haroid Wilton in a 1tateinent to All that the International Red cana, were using poison gu,
the House of Commons, that vii- Cross c:an expect to receive from napalm and germ bombs in • 
lages in Yemen and Saudi Arab~a their protests is' a .Nasser denial continuous raids on villa1es 
have. been bombed by United and brush-off. This is something, .a.nt. ci~lee. He -~l~~!f iL as. 

a -.,rutal ,enocide under tlleArab Republic planes, which have nevertheless, that should attract 
nose of tile world."dropped poison gas on civilians. the attention of the United Na- In· Cairo, the EgypUan IOV•

Tl\e lnternation,1 Red Cross tions, and of those elsewhere who ernment denied that ltl troopa
Committeet in .:'.;eneva has asked are only concerned about .dvilian have 'used gu bombs or "other 
the United Ai-au Republic to stop deaths when· it meets their own means of chemical warfare" 

at any time (n Yem,n. • • the air raids and, the gas attack•. propaganda purposes. ,, I 
1 iilu"i•tt, .. P••Ct 1-.10~fPA.a.,,,,,,,.,., .. ,.;.,t'°, 1-,-0. 
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. m;··u j; It. •p.and 1nm~mptu interviews of ~~·- mad bluN :;_ • en. ~died.~ the .. mil. ~GAa:· 
l" ~n. . 'l,l UIJ ketaf V era and foreign pby- -~ . ner the tortuous mountain 
.•. ·: _.· . , • 

. . • •·= - , .11
It Strongly lnd1oatea roilon 
KIiiedAbout150 YefNllit 

. • --~ • 
.,: 'l'BOM&a T. """" 

• • rsu11' stat/ c_,._._, 
• . , ; • . 

K«af, Yemen, Jan •. • JDI· ining readily identifiable bomb: In neither cuewu there any1~•d· from a cauUous atate­
la11tdl -:- There .la •etJ ltrOII fragments. The craters ~ tool damage to thi house. •• m'imt·tu~-~--~-•~llut aayt:; ~-~~= ahallow· to be cause by h1gh-=ex-• When the bomb hit, young J\ll 1llepatients., were'tidiJDI el 
Vemen·town•w.ltJl·po~ ·,u. l0:5ive bombs, such as .those ~aid was In the hilla. ~erlook• .-ie "fibllr.mc~•Joi:•» 

.Qul. of • populatiolitd, • which have bluted ~ craters mgKetafValley. Many vlllag~rs sertion that all "showed l1ffllf 

E
iion1~n... • pd difl; aroun~ the vll_l11e in the almost a~d • personnel ~f the royalist toms of au·polaonlng." 
were . ·lft ·* .raid ~~Y air raids tha! have been military and civil headquarters Twelve more. serious cases 

•---· 5 1 • • "b..'..i--- hitting Jt. The interior ~f each at Ketaf take refuge there each 
--·-J. · n - , · · · · • "'~-- of the shallow craters 11 cov- morning t. escape the •periodic were sent to ~ Saudi Arabian 

:.:. pouon IU '.~p~tly wu erectwith a fine white powder. !morning raids ~ are ap- mill~ hospital Jn laif. The 
• · · . . . s. On the downwind slde of parently aimed• the mud ori&inal record of treatment at 

Bore Ru•I• fd~klnga these.-cratera.• there ate scores brick fort of tbe eadquarten the hospital, signed by the at-
bombl bor\ Russian ~- of dead sheep, 1oata ~ cows, .compound. • . tendihl pbyiician, a Pakistani,fc!:~, 

1 

ir:dm~s of the=.,fl>-wi~ouh an apparent mark on Saleh Mealed, 40, wu tilling _and ~ director, a European-

ed .... lat •1·~tir.l"°Mt ft ·their bodies., . • hla 1arden en the east side of educated ~udl Arabian, list$ 
n.e sai n\~ly . • Leave4-'bnedBrowa the town whentbe blmbs bit gu PQisonin&" ~·the. ~posis

conylnced ~ E~ 4 Lea ·•iiff turned b He threw his kafflyth headgear for all twelve. 

lused ~•on gas. •. _ . ~::. , or- off £e camel ~~ over hi~ ·noee and meuth and . 'lbe a~oun~ of villagers, the 
~~enucal analys11 aQil,·~ trees in the wadi downwind ran upwind. • accounts ef the physicians of 

. slcians en the staff tf the small bomb feH tn ~ .ltable neat to lrail, , 
Najran Holpltal:. the house.· Bia livestock were. The physicians described the 

1. There are clOHto 100 fresh also killed. MuUldb ~ ZaJd, - symptoms of the Ketaf J)l1ilents 
aves.JD the 3-liWe cemeteries quiet U&tle boy tf 11, I01t Ida ·u difficult br~thing, persistent 

tf Najran. • • • • entire family ef H, who were in coughing, nauaea, h..Sacbea 
2. Thlrt are fl aballow bomb their ~story mud bol,IN·when a redness of face and e,- and 

craters about 10 feet acroa and bomb landed 10 yardl from .the 1'w blood pressure. •• 
. o· men than 2 ·feet deep, con-; house. • • · • • ' • , ~- yaiciana' penonat Yitw 

: 
• 

, 
: 
. 

, 
1 

;OPiniona of l>omb ex~~~--WOUid from the craters .. The area of When he returned, the village what the patients told them an.d 
,be needed _tDstatepo~.1~~-pY that dead foliage cuts I Jone1wath r~ded with the ~und of si.tements of Yemeni and Saudi 
~ ~~tia~ have-~ poison several • hundred . yards wide ceughing people and animall. Arabianofficials all confirm the 
~ ~ violation. ~f the •• ~eneva through the wadi. Trees on both' Gav~.~• Olliou follwinl 1eneral account: 
l be~:on~ But.th~t~ •sides of thi$ band of dead fo- He • saw ~pie die one Tw• MIG fipters made pas-
0 e .. Y p~o 8. e. llqe are still green. . after anather.,..~ ses ·ever the Tillage _and rop~ 

ijoa fr~ -the eV1d~.. . ,. Tbe townspeople confirmed Saleh 1~ sGIJ\eef thedying two smoke bomb.,. Nme Ilyushin 
. TM e1vdence was:_-t,ersonally again and again that people, u victi~ .. ftw ¼,ntons, • having bombers then dropped two or
t•th~ 01Nl'inl.the-· put four well u animals, caught. in fbe-heard-~ the/(would help. 'lbe three bombs eaeb w~ en:ut• 
da~s 11111defe!Yalist·:~emenl and gu cloud,. frQ.-. t,be,.·bqmbl three;'~•istant'pbyslclins who led a ,reyL,b,. sweet-tlDlelhng 

I 
• the Sa~di Ar•b18D border were kll~.- ror,,~1': make . .-up the staff ol tbe.~ajran smote tbat drifted over K~. 
~~n o(NJJran. , :· . =·: Naar al Ainu), • Ke~ H~pi(al treated 111 patients Some 150 -~ns w~e killed . 

The facts weregathered 1,j armer, !ost $1. ~latlffl ~-Ifr,~· Ketaf who arrived in the and another _1251ncaf)&C1tated. 
lnspectl~ of the bombiq . udinghii:~. • wre 1n •bis 41 ~ours afterthebombin&,Sev-· . . . 

USE OP POISOH OAS IN YEMENCHARGEDTO UAR 

Jidda Dooestic Service 1.n Arabic 2022 GMT 16 Januar-J 1967--M 

(Text) A spokea".an for the Saudi Red Crescent Society has told the ratio 
correspondent tit.at the Egyptian forces in their oppression a;vj vcne;eance aeainst 
the Yemeni people have surpassed all limits or humanity, prJV:3:~n3 or international 
peo.ce asreer:icnts, and other agre:c?:1cnts on human· rights accepted by al::. cour.t ries 
of t.ne 1-rrJrld. 'l'hey are dropping poison eas bombs which the Hazis used during 
World Uar II for annihilation and destruction, bombs which cause death within 
seconds. Hazis who used these eas boobs were considered war criminals and were 
sentenced to death. 

The spokesman added: The International Red Cross como1ttee condemned the United 
States recently for dropping tear gas bombs in Vietnam. What 1a this committee 
doing r~garding this question? The spokesman for the Saudi Red Crescent appealed 
to the world conscience and the Ir.temational Red Cross committee to intervene 
ir.unediately to prevent a repetition or this tragedy which l:ills innocent people 
and ever-/ sign or life. 

https://spokea".an
https://fibllr.mc


Poison Gas-Clamor: 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MoNrmt-~fl'ebra■·ry t, 1N7 

By John K. Cooley 
, Sta./!con"e-,,ondffltt>I 
The·Chrilti4n Science Monitof' 

Jecld■h, Saudi Arabia 
[In Geneva; the ·intemational Red Cross 

committee expressed extreme concern Jan·. 
31 over air raids against ~e civilian popu• 
lation and repited use of poisonoua gu
rec~tly in Ye • and nei1hboring areas. 
A1Vaweal' w.·.~ directed rtlainly to the 
U.A.l\ .. Saudi Ai-abia -has charaed gas air 
raids were lifa,d by the U.A.R. against 
Y..~~:j;U,~ij)~~llaaes. Hundreds 9f 

c1-..i .~. r or ' liilltC'fMllffflWl«fc? 
'\be Associated ~~~§,]... ,.,_ ______ ...:..__, 

On Jan .. if7°United.Arab R~public aircraft 
bombed N1\Jran, a Saudi bonier town and a 
food supgff iJn4 cominunication1 base for • 
northern. i'.lf'emenRoyali1t1. The 10 bomberi 
took a~ast eight llvea in· the ftrat raid·, 

~--tm, _r~por~er watched, '--'---·••·--·--· 
! • Saudis and Yemeni Ronlists are bitter 
:about what they cOIUider an ostrich policy 
·of the International Red Croes committee. 
•It ha, remained silent a boat evidence it 
collecteq O, E1yptian poiaon-gaa _bombinl 
ff the villa1e of X.t:af ~ ·J&J!,5 •. 

'Teama withdrawn 
,::1I'w6·Red ·cro11 teams, a ~edical one and 
.an= investigative one, 'viuted. Keta~ • aft~r• 
!ward. Clini_cal 1amples 9\'ere taken- on ordera 
:of )f;iddle East Red Cro11. director Andre 
a.,:cbat. · • . • • 
; : Abdel Ghani al Aski, vice,pre■ident of the 
rSaudi Red Creacent, 11id: "The Red Cro11 
,has ·now withdrawn all teama ·from Yemen 
land N~jran. We cabled· to ask thein why~ 
:· "They replied they would send a new team. 
(But Mr. Rochat ·reftiaed to accept blood 
!samples we offered. which would have. con• 
i'Clusively proved the gaa attack. Why!". 

1• One of Mr. Rochat'a Swiss team, who· re•. 
ifuaed· to •disclose hi1 ·name, said in Najran: 
, "We were in Ketaf. We were very mov~ 
~Y ·wJi,t. we· saw and were persuaded as 
)'OU an. But we have ·•trict orders to HY. 
·nothina .. We have to work on both aides of 
lbe line;"-
>_Several Na.jran citizens 11w the team and 

, _,reriia'rked derisively: "There 10 the Naa-
:.-er\,les, '.' . 
·: Immediately after the ftrat air raid Satur­
day, the Red Cron team-in Najran hastily 
left by the aa_me special planes flying o\lt 
. newsmen. They said. they had not viiited 
wounded in the town,. 

...._. ,:. .... ' 

World Jounaal Trlbmae, j' Febraarr -~-~_,_1961 

By IOHN LAWTON 

~- JEDDAH. Saudi Arabia, Feb. 18 (UPI>-A rar-t&I 
:~my of Yemenl tribesmen, led by a handful ot youna 
:eflncea, 1s tbreatenini Gamel .\bdel Nasser's 1rand· deaifn 
}qr control of South Arabia. • 

The United Arab Republic has ·been accuaed.ot uslna 
·p01son1aa a1alnlt civtllana In its bid to-crush arowlni op­
poettion to the "occupt.tlon" ot Yemen. It haa resumed 

-~mtitn, ot netrhbc?r1DBSaudi Arabia, whoae tint. Pailal, 
.jupport.athe royallst anti-Nasser revolt. . 
•. Terrltied 111rvivor1told me on a recent· vlaJ~ to ltetaf··t·the Yemen how "Nasser's martc" wiped out about one• 

• :OUFthot the Inhabitant, ot that remote, m~d-briclt villaee 
northern Yemen Jan. 5. 

... Later, I watched·w1th other Western -correspondents 
m the comparative safety ot a garba1e pit, •aa Soviet­

, ullt Egyptian Jet bombers pounded N&Jran In Saudi Arabia 
, an. 27 with hilh explo.lves. •~ 

PUT DEATH TOLL AT 150 
,. ?-

. Ofticlala put the final.death toll ·of the allered ErYP-
•it.n ras attack on Ketaf at more than 150. The &as,I 
iaa told, wiped out almost the entire animal population, 
lithered crops and hospitalized ·about 120 persoD.1. • • , 
.. Correapoiidenta ;ho vialt~d Ketar: ~hlch ae~e~· • aa 
ihe beadqu"1'teraot royalist Premier Prince al Hassan ben, 

•~ahlt., weii showq the ·"evidence" that .the vUla,e bad . 
.lieenhit bt: ~•po1songas." lt certainly looked aa Uiou,h ' 
•• bad been.,. 
~: The carc&IISe$•ot hundr~da of animals Uttered the 
~nd. The desert around the almost empt)' vU1a1e was 

. Jaitted with shallow bomb crt.tera llned with fine white 
ljsh. And 1n the v11laae 1raveyard I saw more than 100 
lreahly-du, ,raves. . • 
1.t V11la1ers said 27 bomba, dropped by nine Ern>tlan 

.l>mbera,aent clouds ot ".,reenish colored, sweet smellin. 

.pa. twice a■ hirh as a house" roll1ng through Ket.at­
~ everrth~ wherever the Wind blew " 
:,. F.nJ>tian Mtg ftghters dropped smoke m.arkers on the 
~!! to show the bomb aimers where to dump their 
tllllMl1IL', the v1lla1era said. 
L Paldstani doctor■ who treate·d the lnJured said they
mi IIUfter~ from ru polsontns. 

RepreaentaUves of the International Red Cr066 who 
visited Ketat after the raid were aaUaned there had been 
• Polson gaa attack. • 

Brttisb Premier Harold Wllaon toid the House ot Com­
mons he had "pretty ■ t.rona evidence" that the EiYPUana 
h&d dl·opped polson raa In Yemen. 

Cairo baa denied the Poiaon au charaea. 
Nasser's lltuatlon in the Yemen Is desperate. The 

F.a1Ptiam malntaln a 80,000 1tron1, &met-equtpped army 
there to bolster tbe totterlnl re,tme of Praldent Abdullah 
Ballal who led the September. 1962, coup In Sanaa which 
overthrew the monarchy, But after four years ot bitter 
tlrhtlna between toroea Joyal to the de1>018dimam, Mo­
hammed al-Badr, and Eol>tlan troops. the ro,-Usts are 
la1ninJ ,round. · • 

-~JP.gm_ the ~tlana nay In. Yemen, the more 
un1>0pular they become. More and •iiiore ot Yemen's · 
f1erce}y Independent tribes are rebelling. 
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V.A.R. 
< 

on spot 
.: By Johll K. Cooler'­

Stat eo,re,potldefttof 
The C1uilti4t1 S~• .Monitof' 

Beirut. Lebaaoa 

Middle Eastern air wavea are cracklinl 
with the brusque escalation of the Yemen 
war and its aide effect,. . 

British Prime Minister Harold Wilson has 
lent further weight to the case indicatinl 

· Emtian Air . Force poiaon•t.aa atta1=k1 in 

Yemen. •~ 
Mr. Wil1on said in the House of Common• 

Jan. 31: "Such evidence u I have 1u11e1ta 
pretty atrongly that poison gas may have 
been used. Thia i• a matter ~f deep_concern, 
and it i• a matter for Saudi _Arabia,~ •h~ 
desires, to raise at the United Nati~­
Saudi Arabia had alr:eady done 10 m a 
letter ~~nt to U Thant. " • • 

Finding• by reporten 
Thi• reporter and about 30 other ■ ~on• 

eluded after a visit Jan. 24-26 ~at poison
1aswas -almost certainly used at Ketaf. 

"E1YPtian'.trc,c,p1 in the Yemen," said Mr. 
Fayek u quoted by Cairo~adi!), ~have 
never used poison gas even durm~ tbtqh• 
eat ft1htin1 .... The U._A.I\. ta ~rep~red t~ 
or1anize a visit of a Un1ted Nations m!ffb• 

• gatinl committee, and the (Republican) 
, Yemeni Government is dispoaed·to accord 
~ ·this committee all necessary facilities te 
permit it to invHti1ate on Uae 1pot." 

Obaervers here immediately wonde~e~ 
• whether Cairo'• offer would include a visit 

to the a·reasnot under Cairo's control, wher~· 
the attacks took place. Only the Imam~t~ 
Council, they point out, could "accord facili• 

•ties" for such visits. . 
In Geneva, the International Com~ittee_of 

the Red tro11 acknowledged that its Mid• 
east regiopal director, Andre Rochat, had re• 
ported on the 1u attack& to its headquarters 
here. 

New appeal aent out 
A Red Cross communiquf expre11ed "ex• 

·treme concern'! over "air raids a1ain1t the 
·civilian population an~ ~he alleged use of 
poisonous gas recently m the Yemen and 
the nei1hborint regions." . 

E11ptian bombers attacked ~ Sa~d1 
town of Najran Jan. 27 and_ 2~. with Jug~ 0 

• explosivea. 
;-·. ·The.Red·trosa ·adds an urgent appeal'''lo 

all authorities concerned" to respect "uni• 
versally· recognized rules of morality and 
law." The committee indicated it would fol• 
low its usual ,practice of not publislling its 

. COl\fi.deptiaJ reports. . 
· · · t Excerut;a \ 

YemenRoyalistsClaim • J 

Control of Bulk of Nation 
KETAF, Yemen, Feb. 1 year~ as our grandfathers ciid 

(UPl)-Royalists claim control the Turks to drive them out of 
of three-fourths of Yemen's ·our ·country." Yemeni Prince 
75,000 square miles despite the Ahmed el Huaaeln, 25-yearaold 
massive aid from Egypt in sup- commander of Royalist forces 
port of the Republican forces in the northeastern sector 
in Yemen's long civil war. said. • 

Soviet-built Egyptian planes Prince Ahmed charged Nu­
have won control of the skies ser was backing the Republi• 
and launch frequent air at- can forces in the four-year-old 
tacks on Royalist strongholds, civll war to subdue Yemen u 
but most Republican ground a base to extend Eaypt's in• 
forces are contained in a trl- fhience throughout Arabia. 
angle formed by the three Prince Ahmed, trained at 
main cities of Saana, Talz and the military academy in Nas­
Hodelda. • ser's C.:airo, accused the Egyp. 

The remainder of Yemen is tian President of using all 
controlled by tough tribesmen weapons; including Poison·gas 
who fight wltq Saudi Arabian 41nd the bombing of villa,es, 
support on the Royalist side to defeat the Royalists. • 
for Imam Mohammed el Badr Yemen has accused Nasser's 
who was deposed by Army of- Air Force of using poison gas 

Jic;en sympathetic to Egypt'!! against Ketaf and visiting 
jPresldent Naser· in ieptem-1\newsmen agreed unanimously
,ber, 1962. jlhat • the evidence they saw 

Yemen is now theoretlcally,~Qd testimony they _heard left 
ruled by President Abdullah 1little ~oubt that gas was med; 
al.Sallal, considered an Egyp- : [Saudl Arabian Ambuaador 
tian puppet by the Royalists. ·to the ·U)uted Nations Jamil 
His 1962 installation touched Baroody claims tha~ between 
off the civil war. 150,000 and 200,000 Yemenis 

The showdown in Yemen ls . have been killed in "silent 
the battlefront for the bitter• ,1epocide" as the result of 
confrontation between Arab IEgyptian military action on 
monarchs like Saudi Arabia's the side of the Republicans, 
King Faisal and Arab revolu- Robert H. Estabrook of The 
Uonaries led by Nasser. Washington Post repcrted 

Ketaf is a key Royalist cen- lfrom the UnJted Nations. Ba­
ter in their war against the : roody said up to 30,000 EIYP-. 
Republicans. : tian soldiers have also ~d. 
. • ''The Egyptians can drop !·and that an estimated 50,000 
~mhs on our villages but we :Egyptian troops are still in 
will fight them for 20 or 50 Yemen.] 

I 

...JW.~ Poat., 2•2-61, ~ ~ 

. 
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SaysHeSaw EgyptBombs TownSaudi
EgyptUseGas• 

On Jan. 27, ten Soviet-built Egyptian jets bombed the Saudi ArabianAden, Feb. 1 (Reuters) - A 
senior Yemeni Republican official border town of Najran for 20 minutes. At least four people were killed 
who defected here cabled United and many homes were destroyed. There was another raid the following
Nations &eeretary General U day. •Thant today that he was ready 
to I' i v e evidence on alleged The bombings were witnessed by twenty foreign correspondents who
Egyptian gas attacks in royalist­ had been invited by the government to visit poison gas victims in Saudiheld areas of Yemen. 

"I have myself seen these at­ hospitals.The newsmen were also escorted to Ketaf, the royalist heaqquar­
tacks and seen the results,· anil I ters on the Yemen side of the border, where reportedly more than 100 
am ready to give evidence before 

people had .been killed in one gas attack, on Jan. 5.any mission which the United 
Nations may set up,". the de­
fector, Mohammed al Yazell, • 
said. Nasser's raids came as no surprise. Last May, Nasser startled Washington

Yaze)i, a former director of and other capitals by threatening to occupy Najran "if there wu any aggressionpre11 and publications in the or infiltration" from this town into Yemen. Egypt bombed Najran In December,Yemeni Information Ministry,
fled here last month to escape a but Saudi officials then declined "to dignify" the news by public acknowledgement. 
purge by republican President This latest bombing, however, brouaJit sharp protest. from Saudi Arabia­
Abdullah al Sallal. the fint s.ince the Faisal-Nasser peace pact of August 1965. Arab envoys wereEgypt la.st ni(l'ht officially de­
nied the use of poison ga11 in summoned to the foreign ministry in Riyadh for a briefing. 
Yemen and offered all facilities The Saudis went so far u to denounce Egypt to Secretary General U Thant 
to a UN investigating team. and they asked him to take action to prevent a recurrence of the bombings. 

(Ambassador Jamil Baroody said that Egyptian forces have killed between 
150,000 anJ 200,000 Yemenis and that Egypt has lost up to 30,000 soldiers.) 

But Cairo has no fear of UN censure. World opinion seems to have become 
inured to Egypfs intervention and, despite the growing unpopularity of the 
Sallal regime in Yemen, E1Ypt is allowed to wage a war on its behalf with 

a. •ftllld ~au, ,JAN.21. 1'67- i!npunity. 

Polson Gas 
The International Committee of the Red Cross, which normally refrains 

from statements which misht be judged political, took an unusual step when it£iQl,t-:R;_•~;J.ets.U~. 
"" • #•; . ,I .... • criticized F.gypt's conduct in Yemen. The Red Cross voiced its "extreme con­

cern" over Egyptian air attacks and "the alleged use of poison gas." 
Egypt has denied that she used poison gas and asked the UN to send a f~ct­

finding team. But by the time sue~ a team is fo'!"~ ~- ab~eto function 
there might not be any remainins evidence. Nuser. s 10~•t~t1on ts re~arded as 
a propaganda move designed 'to mislead world publ~c opinion at ~ time. when 

·&mb• Sa'udi Arabia 
Pr4Yintial, , Cciitaf ~uspicions--and eye-witness reports--of gas warfare m Yemen are increasing. , .._::., ""' ": :••· ..-/' · "~ / 

Last week, British Prime Minister Harold Wilson said that evidence , '. - DAYID LANCUfflRE • . '.. '·, "suggests pretty strongly" th~t gas was being used. ~ the newsmen who·._..,......., 
visited the border at the time of the Najran raids unanimously expressed the

-N~.--~~1:~~United same opinion.;A;rab:Jlepubllc~ bom\iiiit~is pro­ NEAR EAST REPORT Feb. 7, 1967 
vincial' capital'.'near Utt. ~en bor­
;4\Jf FrJday kiQing at 'te.·.t .lour per-

:~!! ~ scatttiing tile streets with In the Unit~ Nationa-
''U'nexploded. bQ&tbs. -, • Friday, Ambassador Jamil 

• 1 Eight Soviet-built Ilyushin born- M. Baroody of Saudi 4ra-· 
~i:s ai:ld two. MIQ esco~· fighters bla charged •a lilent pno-' 
w.flinecl-across·'the moimtain frontier etde• wu gQlng on ln Ye­ -
-~ dropped a'n estitnated 32 .~mbs. men and said Egyptian· Gas Raid Kills 120 
'fwe~ty new11 correspondents took plane, had dropped, na­ Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, Jan. 24 
·cover and watched the 18-mlnute palm bomb• and • apread (Reuters) - A polaon gas raid 
tatd. then ln~jed _the bomb da- poison gas on Y-.u 'ril­ wiped out the headquarters of 

the Yemini Royalist Prime Min­mage '1}d ~-.:-~Di the mud lagers. • • - ister Jan. 5, killing 120 a ta ffbuildings ol'.Wajran.·: It wu the first time members, Royalist De p u t y~r:·=. i~ IJI'a,rarbage pit dur- Saudi Arabia had official- ! Premier Prince Abdelrahman ben 
Yehis aald todn. The prince aai.ct­. • • • • • •. : ~·-. • ly accused the United . Prime Minister Setlf al Hassam· 

. -11+~---GM ••~k Charred • Arab Republic of attack- was away from headquarters at
, • ~ :l'fJd f~owed what Royalist "the time the Saudi Arabia-backed
. Y-JJD.-.::~orces claimed wae a poi- in~ lta territory atnceKing Royalist· government hu fought
·aoa .. g°aj at\ack by··the· U.A.R. air Faisal and President Nu­ a four-year civil war with 
f~\bree ·weeks ago on the village ser conclud~ a peace pact 1!:gyptian-supported Republicans. 
~;~~ ~ )':emen: ·-.-~• on Yemen l_nmi~-1~._,. '...l 



iHomffwARA ~ ?J,unm 
As recently as two yean ago, Premier Hassan Amri of 

Yemen was .regarded as an .Egyptian st00ge by many of hi, 
mmpauiors. However, he became inaeuiogly aitical of 
E3Ypt's pnccice of making major politial and economic ded· 
sions for Yemen without coosulatioo. 

Amri sent one complaint after another to Cairo. But instead 
of a .reply, Egypt sent beck to Yemen Nasser's most depend• 
able Yemeni rubber stamp, President Abdullah SaUaJ,who 
bad spent the last 10 months in Cairo on sick leave. 

Sallal tried to impose an understanding with Amri. Provoked 
by the behavior of Sallal and the heavy-handed Egyptian pro­
consuls, Amri decided to go to Cairo t0 procesr to .Nasser in 
person. He was accompanied by 40 supponer,-? 0 cabinet 
members and ranking officers and politial le&ders. They char· 
tercd an Ethiopian plane. Fearing that Amri might land in 
Asmara and talk to a free press. Nasser politely offered free 
uansporration to Cairo on Cgypttan aircraft. • 

But then the E3YPtian president refused to see any of them. 
Instead, his intelligence agents put them in cusrody in villas 
just outside Cairo, where they are still held incommunicado 
and forbidden tO leave Egypt. 

At this point, beck in Sana, Sallal announced Amri's ".resig• 
nation" and the formation of a new cabinet. 

The Nasser-Sallal purge continues in Yemen. Two rop dip­
lomats, the Yemen ambassador to Washinsron and the deputy 
permane,nt delegate to the UN, were relieved. Army officers 
have been dismissed and some former cabinet members will 
be tried for ueason-for "collaborating with the agents of the 
United States and Saudi Arabia." Sallal said a special tribunal 
would "try a number of deviarors, exploiters and oppommists." 

The New York Times referred to Sallal as "Nasser's trans• 
parent puppet," so weak that, notwithstanding the more than 
60,000 supporting E3Yptian troops there, he bad t0 wait for 
the disappearance of his rivals to seize power. "It is indicative 
of the double standard that prevails in today's cynical world," 
the editorial concludes, "that so few voices are to be heard 
demanding self-determination for the people of Yemen and 
the exit of the foieign tt00ps who are now such unwelcome 
guests there." 

What the Times called Egypt's "cynical suong-arm move" 
may have been dicrated by Nasser's fear that Amri's independ­
ent republican faction, known as "Yemen First," might nego­
tiate a settlement of the Yemen civil war with King Faisal 
of Saudi Arabia behind Nasser's back. 

Moreover, Amri was gaining popular suppon--aod inde­
pendence from Nasser-because he was becoming identified 
with the public clamor against Egyptian control over Yemen's 
currency and the distribution of Communist arms among 
Yemeni soldiers. 

Amri bad also objected to black market pro6teering by 
Egyptian officers. He and many Yemenis resented E3Ypt's 
colonialist contempt for the nadves. 

Salla1,who is now both Piesident and Prime Minister, is 
isolated, supported by a narrow themilitary junta. Without 
Egyptian army, his rule would collapse. 

The independent .republicans, even with their leaders in 
Cairo, are still suong. They might now join with another and 
earlier republican splinter group which calls itself the "Yemeni 
Union of Popular Forces," with headquarters in Jordan and 
Lebanon. 

The royalists are heartened by the disordered republican 
ranks. Their deputy premier, Prince Abderrahman Yahya. 
p.rediaed the renewal of large-scale hostilities by mid-Novem­
ber. He charged that despite the cease6.re agreement between 
Nasser and PaisaJ, Egyptian aircraft bad recently bombed 
royalist positions. 

The stage is being set for a wider coo6ia in the southern 
part of the Aiabian Peninsula. A more significant stake ap• 
pears to be South Arabia, which the British will leave in 1968, 
and the peuoleum of the Persian GuH, which must now appear 
to Nasser as being only a few revolutions away. 

(NBM &111 RePorl, 10-4-1966) 

The present arena of this struggle Is the civil 
war In Yemen. If not for Egyptian Intervention 
the war should have ended long ago. But the 
war has continued for four yean, has cost the 
Egyptians many llves and sums that are astro­
nomical on Cairo's economic scale. A large part 
of the aid thcit Egypt received during the past 
three yean was wasted, directly and lndiredly, 
on the Invasion of Yemen. The war In Yemen 
causes Es,ypt internal and external dlflleultles. 
It Is not popular In Arab countries and In Inter­
national circles, and It causes disquiet and sab­
otage of Nasser's regime In Egypt, against a 
background of economic dlfllcultles. 

(Con9. A. J. Multer in tliis speedt In 
ffie Hou,. of lfep,eMntofw .. , 9-29-66) 

Nasser's Yemeni adventure may well be a 
turning point. If he is defeated, he could be 
finished as a polltlcal entity and could be over• 
thrown. Make no mistake, Arabia cannot 
breathe easily untll Nauer has .gone. If the 
Imam Is defeated, no Arab country will be safe 
from Nasser. He could sweep into Aden, South 
Arabia, Saudi Arabia, and Jordan. Nasserlsm 
could spread from Morocco and Libya In North 
Africa to Kuwait, Muscat and Oman, Bahrain, 
Qatar, and the Trucial States, probably not stop­
ping until It has washed over Penia and Af­
ghanistan. (fnfeffi9ence Dl9ed, October 1966} 
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 
(: 0 -~'~ -y 

REFERRAL N 6 7- / 
C..o?.~o 

To: The Secretary of State Date:. May 1, 1967 2 

_x_ 

ACTION REQUESTED 

Draft reply for: 
President's signature. 

Undersigned's signature~ 

Memorandum for use as enclosure to 
reply. 

Direct reply. 

Furnish ln1onnation copy. 

Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate hanclling. 

Furnish copy of reply, if any. 

For your Information. 

For comment. 

REMARKS: 

Description: 

___ Letter: X Telec;iram: Other: 

To: The President 
From:X Onunareb,X.lnternatlonal Confederation Arab Trade Unions, Cairo 
Date: 

Sublect: 
4/-30 / 67 
Condemn actlona againat Yemeni patriot ■ perpetrated by~merican 
Development Ag_ency. 

( 
By direction of the President: t 

\ 

Paw. M. Popple 
•' 

• -~\ -~ 
A••ht•nt
.:; 

to thft Preaiaent 

(White House File Copy) 

NOTE 

Prompt 11ction is essential. 

IC more than 48 hours' delay is encountered, 
please telephone the underaigned immediately, • 

Code 1450. 
( ) 

., 
g 
0Basic correspondence should be returned when 
0: "' draft reply, memorandum. or comment is re­
~ 

quested. 

L 
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO(),~ J,. 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE -v-)•---~~~ lf 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

January 21, 1964 

s/s 167 

Js ,)t1- ~ 
~,) ~~~. 

FOR MR. McGEORGE t?~ 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM BUNDY ~lV" '3YJ 

5TE./y,'a~ed Abdv.t..t.t. 
P<,,/o .1' 

Subject: Telegram to President from Yemen 
Organization Complaining About 
U Thant I s Policy 

The enclosed telegram is from the head of an unknown 

group in Aden written to complain about the United Nations 

Secretary General's attempts to bring about a peaceful 

solution in Yemen. 

It is reconunended that no acknowledgement be made of 

this conununication. 

H. ReadBenjamin 
Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Telegram. 

RECEIVr:-. 
JAN'} ,, •,r 

~ .....·~' 
CENT.RACratf 

~- - - .• ••• ' .,;4 

JAN 2 2 1964 ✓ 



THE-WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January S, 1964 

To: Benjamin H. Read 

From: McQeora• Budy 

For recommendation. 



WN1 89 VIA RCA 

ADEN os,e JArt~i1'i 
1
J2 ~,,~~ 8 08 

THE PRESIDENT-

• VHI TEHOISE 

VE IMPLORE YOU AND THI JRE[ WORLDAND·HUMAN 

RIGHTS TO LOOK INTOTHE YEMINPROBLEMAND THE 

CONSTANT OF U THANT WITH NASII TO Kill.CONSPIRACY 

YEMENINATIONBY THE DETENTION or THE UNIY.[D NATIONS 

OBSERVERS IN YIMENWHILE NASIR IQNORES THE IIUTSD 

NA'liIONS DIClSIONS StOP THE YEMENS DISTIISS WITNESS 

THI WORLD AGAINSTU Y.HANTS A6TION IN DIVERTING THI 

UNITEDNATIONSTOABET IN TiHE CONSPIIACY IN KILLING 

TH[ YEMENI P[OPLI SIIYID AHMED ABDURRAB 

PRESIDENTor THEYb.1£N OIGANIZATION ADENPOB ,20s 
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