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I EXE JV' {!!,)
~170/A/'~MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE b 'l~ 
~ ~~, f ✓ ./WAIBINOTON 

~,~d; t ~W,,C.,.,~.A,, 

January 3, 1967 ~ ~ <lA.1 
Tuesday, 5: 00 p. ~ .-..!,_,Uf~ I~-·~a-~ 

FOR THE PRESIDENT ~~~'1~<~x=: 
FROM Joe Califan~. 1~ ;~A 4J ~ ~ "f\ ) ~( ,-,/i1/ C-,j") ~ 

Attached are: (a) a list of the candidates for the ~o~Oo~ 
the Cities which Paul Douglas would chair a~ (b) a short statement 
announci g the form~tion of the Commission.x~ r> ~p-7 ...... ,.,...' 

()7t,_, FII-"~7 :Zhur?-/~A£ '71' a--L_ ~--ct"' 7" e ~ ,,, 
I have been over the list with Douglas who agrees with the names. 
Douglas' aide, Howard Shuman, agrees with the statement, as does 
Bob Weaver. ')t..~u-1"-1~..,,e. U/ ,, t. • <" • ,, J t"? ) 

lvtb-a,. //A ti 

All of the names have been checked out. Macy, Wood, and I believe 
it is an outstanding group that will get the job done.,. 

If you approve the list, we can start making calls to determine the 
availability of the candidates. Since Douglas 1 secretary and Shuman 
moved to the HUD payroll on January 3, I would recommend announce­
ment this week. Even if we cannot get in touch with the proposed 
members, we can announce Douglas and Shuman as his staff director. 

I recommend your approval of the list and the statement. 

List of candidates: J 
Approve Disapprove 

Draft Statement: 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachments 
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CANDIDA TES FOR THE COMMISSION ON THE CITIES 

Jeh Johnson, Ne-gro Architect, 
Poughkeepsie, New York. Age 32. 
Recommended by Cliff Alexander 

1 

w ✓,-,, 
Lewis Davis, Davis, Brody & Associates, 
New York, New York. Age 34. Recommended 
by Joe Califano. 

/Y Chloethiel W. Smith, Washington Architect 
and City Planner. Fellow of the American 
Institute of Architects. Recommended by 
Robert Weaver. 

)., Hugo Black, Jr., Miami, Florida. (Son of 
Justice Black). Recommended by Ed Weisl, Jr. 

10 Richard Ravitch, Vice President, HRH 
Construction Corporation, New York, New York. 
Strongly recommended by Ed Weisl, Sr. 

David L. Baker, Supervisor of the 2nd District 
of Orange County, California. Recommended by 
the National Association of Counties. 

(.. Ezra Ehrenkrantz, President, Building Systems 
Development, Inc. , San Francisco. Recommended 
by Robert Weaver. 

). ..__, 
Carl Sanders, Governor of Georgia. Recommended11 
by John Macy. 

~ John Lyons, General President, International 
Association of Bridge, Structural and Ornamental 
Iron Workers. Recommended by George Meany. 

1 ) Thomas Vandergriff, Mayor of Arlington, Texas. 

'f Richard W. O'Neill, Editor, House and 
Home Magazine. Recommended by Lloyd Hand. 
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5 Anthony Downs, Treasurer, Real Estate 
Research Corporation, Chicago, Illinois. Age 35. 

'/ John DeGrove, Professor, Florida Atlantic 
University, Boca Raton, Florida. Recommended 
by Robert Wood. 

, '+ Coleman Woodbury, Professor of Urban Affairs, 
University of Wisconsin. 



STATEMENT ON AJA1'0Al~L 
COMMISSION OH 'f'IID 01:'ftES 

C..O•e,,Ut11,,, I ~4-IA't'ION -,& 

Ot\l«olrt,.a ~ ,r•"''''-os 
No greater challenge faces America than the future of its 

cities. 

The problems are deeply rooted. They are as old as the 

cities from which they grow. 

We have learned that difficulties borne from generations 

of decay and neglect do not yield to quick or easy solutions. 

That is why men of vision and good will have committed 

themselves to find the right answers. We know those answers 

can be found. 

Today we renew and continue that search. 

I am pleased to announce that one of our most distinguished 

statesmen and economists - - Senator Paul H. Douglas - - will head 

a Commission of distinguished citizens to make the thorough study 

of our cities and urban areas I recommended to the Congress in my 

1965 message on the American City and which the Congress approved 

in 1966. 

Under Senator Douglas' direction the Commission will 

report to the President and to the Congress. Its charter is twofold: 
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First: to work with the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development and conduct a penetrating review of zoning, housing 

and building codes, taxation and development standards. These 

processes have not kept pace with the times. Stunting growth and 

opportunity, they are the springboards from which many of the ills 

of urban life flow. 

Second: to recommend the solutions, particularly those ways 

in which the efforts of the Federal Government, private industry, 

and local communities can be marshalled to increase the supply of 

lowecost decent housinf. 

I am delighted that Senator Douglas will continue to serve 

his country in this promising and challenging assignment. 

This Commission is a valuable new addition to our 

Government-wide efforts - - led by Robert Weaver, our able Secretary 

of Housing and Urban Development - - to help arrest the growing 

blight of our central cities and to bring about an urban renaissance 

that will make the American city a better place for all to live and work. 

I urge all citizens to cooperate and assist the Commission 

in its vital work. 



Ask 

Marvin 
David 

The President's wishes relayed to WA75dl(/ 
by telephone from Texas 

'SO,,€J 
.fake Jacob a &J. 

December .3o , 1966 

what the astericks are for. 

and Jake look at and see why 
Rockefeller is here and on everything 

when is is against us. 

LBJ:Mary S 
12-30-66 
1:450 

,.__1 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 28, 1966 
Wednesday, 7:45 p. m. 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM Joe Califano ~~-

Attached are: {a) a list of the candidates for the Commission on 
the Cities which Paul Douglas would chair and (b) a short statement 
announcing the formation of the Commission. 

I have been over the list with Douglas who agrees with the names, 
aa& ha e a eked that t,uo a8tii:tio11al candi:datrea nmilccd uuiUt aa 
a steri ek - , be a rilica: Douglas' aide, Howard Shuman, agrees with 
the statement, as does Bob Weaver. 

All of the names have been checked out. Macy, Wood, and I believe 
it is an outstanding group that will get the job done. 

If you approve the list, we can start making calls to determine the 
availability of the candidates. Since Douglas' secretary and Shuman 
move!to the HUD payroll on January,!, I would recommend announce­
ment this week. Even if we cannot get in touch with the proposed 
members, we can announce Douglas and Shuman as his staff director. 

I recommend your approval of the list and the statement. 

List of candidates: 

Approve Disapprove 

Draft Statement: 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachments 



CANDIDA TES FOR THE COMMISSION ON THE CITIES 

Jeh Johnson, Negro Architect, 
Poughkeepsie, New York. Age 32. 
Recommended by Cliff £Alexander. 

Lewis Davis, Davis, Brody & Associates, 
New York, New York. Age 34. Recommended 
by Joe Califano. 

Chloethiel W. Smith, Washington Architect 
and City Planner. Fellow of the American 
Institue of Architects. Recommended by 
Robert Weaver. 

Hugo Black, Jr., Miami, Florida. (Son of 
Justice Black}. Recommended by Ed Weisl, Jr. 

ockei111er, N)w ~~ ~k. 
nt an~ Vice t¥ai~~ 0~;6-rd, 

li«a'e Mi'nhattan Bank. 

Richard Ravitch, Vice President, HRH 
Construction Corporation, New York, New 
York. Strongly recommended by Ed Weisl, Sr. 

David L. Baker, Supervisor of the 2nd District 
of Orange County, California. Recommended 
by the National Association of Counties. 

Ezra Ehrenkrantz, President, Building Systems 
Development, Inc., San Francisco. Recommended 
by Robe rt Weaver. 

Carl Sanders, Governor of Georgia. Recommended 
by John Macy. 

John Lfe>ns, General President, International 
Association of Bridge, Structural and Ornamental 
Iron Workers. Recommended by George Meany. 

Thomas Vandergriff, Mayor of Arlington, Texas. 



2 

Richard W. O'Neill, Editor, House and 
Home Magazine. Recommended by Lloyd Hand. 

Anthony Downs, Treasurer, Real Estate 
Research Corporation, Chicago, Illinois. Age 35. 

John DeGrove, Professor, Florida Atlantic 
University, Boca Raton, Florida. Recommended 
by Robert Wood. 

1Coleman Woodbury, Professor of Urban Affairs, 
University of Wisconsin. 



December 21, 1966 

TO Will Spara 

FROM Larry Lefln•on 

Joe Califano ha• cleared thl• a••i1nment with Bob Kintner. 

It i• to prepare an eloquent •tatement by the Pre ■ ident announch11 
the appointment of a blue-ribbon commieaion -- beaded by Senator 
Paul 0..1la• -- to •tudy the problem ■ of the city. 

Altboqh the commi••ion b formally titled the "Advbory Commh­
•ien on Cecl••• Zonln1, and Development Standard• -- a very 
lack-lu ■ ter title (thl• i■ what Con1r••• wanted th• C.mmie ■ ion 
to be called) the function of the Commh ■ ion will go be.,..ad the•• 
narrow and tecbnkal •ubjecte and into the entire ran1• of the 
problem■ of the city and the people who live in them. 

Thia i• a Commi ■ •ion that will report directly to the Preeident 
and to the Con1r•••· 

Thi• ■ tatement ■ boald praiee Doa1la• to the ■ Irle•. 

Attached are four item• of baclt1round: 

-- A draft ■ tatement lt,st teaetber by Beb Wood which l ■ 

too narrow bat ha ■ •ome other geed material in it. 

-- A propeaed letter for the Preeident to •end to Douala•. 
but the rhetoric in the letter i• better and ebould be 
folded into the etatement (there will be no eeparate 
letter). 

-- A copy of the Pre•ldeat'• Syracu•e epeecb where be 
announced the Commi ■ •ion. 

-- A ll•t of the Cemmieelon member•. 

Joe Califano woald appreciate it if you would draft a 1ood etatement 
and ■ end it to him Tia wire tomorrow afternoon at the LBJ :Ranch. 

Plea•• calleme if you have any queetlon ■. 

Attachment• 



CANDIDA TES FOR 
THE NATIONAL COMMISSION ON COD.ES, ZONING, TAXATION, 

AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

CATEGORY NAME AND TITLE 

Architect Jeh Johnson. N·egro Architect 
Pouahkeepsie, New York 
Age 32. Recommended by 
Cliff Alexander. 

Archit4ct Lewis Davia, Da~s, Brody it 
Aasoclates, New York, New York. 
A~e 34. Recommended by Joe Califano 

Architect (female) Chloethiel W. Smith, Washington 
Architect and City Planner. 
Fellow of the American Institute 
of Architects. Recommended by 
Robert Weaver. 

Attorney Hugo Black, Jr., Miami, Fiorida. 
(Son o! Justice Black) Recommended 
by Ed Weisl, Jr. 

Banker _,, David Rockefeller, New York, 
New York. President and Vice­
Chairman o! the Board, The Chase 
Manhattan Bank. 

Construction Richard Ravltch, Vice President, 
HRH Construction Corporation, New 
York City. Strongly recommended 
by Ed Weisl, Sr. 

County Supervisor David L. Baker, Supervisor of 
the 2nd District of Orange County, 
California. Recomn1ended by the 
National Association of Counties. 



Developer 

Governor 

Labor 

Mayor 

Public Member 

Real E ■ tate Planner 

Urban College Educator 

Urban College Educator 

Urban College Educator 
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Esra Ehrenkrantz, • Preeident, Building 
Sy■ tema Development, Inc., San 
Franci ■ co. Recommended by Robert 
Weaver 

Carl Sander ■, Governor ol Georaia. 
Recommended by John Macy. 

John Lyon■, General President, 
International Association of Bridge, 
Structural and Ornamental Iron 
Workers. Recommended by George 
Meany. 

Thoma ■ Vandergriff, Mayor of 
Arllnston, Texas 

Richard W. O'Neill, Editor, 
House and Home Magazine. 
Recommended by Lloyd Hand. 

Anthony Downs, Treasurer, Real 
Estate Research Corporation, 
Chicago, Age 35. 

John DeGrove, Professor, Florida 
Atlantic University, Boca Raton, 
Florida. Recommended by Bob Wood. 

* Coleman Woodbury, Professor of 
Urban Allalra, University of Wisconsin . 

.:;<Daniel Cavers, Professor, Harvard 
Law School 



t ~ 

CATEGORY 

ARCHITECT 

BANKER 

CONSTRUCTION (2) 

COUNTY SUPERVISOR 

DEVELOPER 

FEMALE 

GOVERNOR 

LABOR 

MAYOR 

PUBLIC MEMBER 

ZJ: AND TITLE 

Jeh Johneon. Ne1ro Architect, Poqhkeepeie, 
New York. A1•..f• Recommended by Cliff 
Alexander -;;;----

Lewi• Davie, Davie, Brody Ir Aeeociat••• 
New York, New York 

David M. KenDedy, Chairman of the Board 
and Chief Ezecutive Officer, Continental 
Illlnoi• Bank and Truet Company, Chica10. 
Recommended by Robert Weaver. 

Richard Ravitch, Vice Preeident, HRH 
Conetruction Corporation, New York City. 
Stron1ly recommended by Ed Weiel, Sr. 

David L. Baker, Supervleor of the 2nd 
Dletrict of Ora111• County, recommeaded 
by the National AeeociatiOD of Countl••• 

Esra Ehrenkranta, Pre ■ ident, Bulldiq 
st■ tem ■ Development, Inc., San Franct. ■ co. 

Recommended by Rovert Weaver. 

Chloethlel W. Smith, Waeht111ton Architect 
and City PlanDer. Fellow of th• American 
Inetltute of Architect ■. Recommended by 
Robert Weaver. 

Carl Sander•, Governor of Geor1ta. 
Recommended by JohD Macy. 

JohD Lyoae, General Preeident, Interaational 
A ■■ oclation of Bridl•• Structural and 
Ornamental Iron Worker ■• Recommended 
by Geor1• Meany. 

Thomae Vander1rlff, Mayor of ArllDpon. 
Texae. 

Richard W. O'Neill, Editor, Hou■• and Home 
Ma1a ■ lne. Recommended by Lloyd Hand. 
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REAL ESTATE PLANNERS (2) Anthony Down•, Trea ■ urer, Real E ■ tate 

Re ■ earch Corporation, Chica10. Ase 35. 

URBAN COLLEGE EDUCATOR John d.cfaave, Profe ■■ or, Florida Atlantic 
Uni ver~Ay~ Boca Raton. 



EYES ONLY 

A DRAFT STATEMENT FOR THE PRESIDENT IN 
ANNOUNCING A CO~1MISSION ON CODES, ZONING, 

AND TAXATION 

I am pleased to announce today the members of an 

Advisory Commission to help carry out a study of major im­

portance in the field of codes, zoning, and taxation. 

The members of this Commission are distinguished citi­

zens with broad experience in urban affairs. 

I have asked them to lend their time and talent to help 

the Secretary of Housing and Ui~~n Development carry out the 

study for which Congress appropriated 1.5 million dollars 

this fall. 

In addition to the members announced today, special ex­

perts panels will be appointed to help carry out the study 

in each specific subject area. 

The establishment of this Commission flows from the 

recommendation in my Message to Congress last year on the 

Problems and Future of the Central City and its Suburbs. 

It is my belief that this study can make a major con­

tribution in the development of ideas and proposals for a 

dramatic improvement in the quality of our cities and suburbs. 

The areas of housing and building codes, zoning, and 

taxation are key elements affecting the shape and fabric of 

our society. They are complex subjects, but crucially im­

portant. It will take an energetic and hard-working Com­

mission to help find the right answers. 
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Building codes are a pivotal element in deter­

mining whether or not we can make maximum use 

of this Nation's technological capacity in 

meeting our urgent building needs as economi­

cally and creatively as possible. Too often 

today they unduly obstruct progress in the 

application of new methods and new materials 

in the construction industry and unnecessarily 

raise cost. 

Housing codes can both help sound neighborhoods 

from slipping into slums and alleviating at 

least the worst physical conditions in existing 

areas. Yet frequently, they vary unnecessarily 

from community to community and do not lend them­

selves to continuing and realistic enforcement. 

Zoning is the basic instrument by which govern­

ments help shape present pa~terns of metropolitan 

. growth. Under present circumstance, however, 

they can be a barrier to change and innovation, 

inflate investment in community facilities, and 

exclude deserving families from entire neighbor­

hoods. 
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Tax policy is a major factor in determining the 

flow of capital investment in slum areas and the 

willingness of homeowners to maintain and up-grade 

their properties. Now it can inhibit timely re­

habilitation, create hardship for the farmer in 

the path of urban growth, and unduly reward the 

speculator. 

These subjects are all matters of primary state and local 

responsibility. The problems cannot be solved by Federal fiat. 

It is my h~pe that this Commission will develop sound and con­

structive prospects for consideration by all levels of govern­

ment and by private organizations and individuals. 

The challenge and the opportunity of this Commission will 

be to bring together all the many diverse interests whose under­

standing, participation, and cooperation are essential to the 

achievement of mea?ingful progress. I am confident that the 

members will be equal to the task. 

No set of deliberations is more important to the future 

of urban America and the orderly, effective, and economical 

development of our urban resources than that of this Commission. 



--• EYES ONLY 

DRAFT PRESIDENTIAL LETTER 

Dear Paul: 

I am very pleased and grateful that you have agreed 

to accept the Chairmanship of the Advisory Commission on 

Codes, Zoning and Development Standards. I believe -- and 

think you will discover -- that this assignment is one of 

the most important you have undertaken in a long career 

of distinguished national service. 

First proposed in my message on the cities in l9b5, 

authorized that year, and funded this year, the Commission's 

charter is a broad one. Briefly put, it is to examine and 

evaluate our present national practices in land use and 

urban development - and make recommendations for their im­

provement and future direction. 

As you know, from a lifetime of concern with urban 

problems, the laws, rules and regu~ations governing the 

building and rebuilding of our cities, are often obselete. 

Their last comp~ehensive evaluation was carried out under the 

direction of Herbert Hoover as Secretary of Commerce. His 

work set the directions of the 1930's and 1940's. Your work 

must provide the guidelines from 1970 to the year 2000. 

r 
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The members of the Commission who serve with you 

represent a combination of skills, knowledge, and ex-

perience unparalleled in our time. The resources that 

Secretary Robert Weaver directs, in the Department of HUD, 

are at your disposal, as set forth in the statutes author­

izing and appropriating funds for the study. Preparatory 

re~~arch material and specialized staff services of the 

Department are also available. Other Departments and agencies 

are prepared to cooperate. I urge that you strike out to 

provide for America's communities across-our continent, the 

goals, the means, and the techniques by which they can assure 

that the future process of urban growth is orderly, economical 

and above all humane. 

I will receive the results of your deliberations with 

the greatest interest. I will act on them with the greatest 

dispatch, for I believe that there is no greater domestic 

issue for America than the future of its cities. I believe 

there is no better instrument for determining the direction 

than the Commission you have, now direct. 

With every good wish, 
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fication and development to power our industries, float 
our barges, quench the thirst_ of our growing cities, and 
renew the earth from which our food is grown, must be 
undertaken as a coordinated whole. • 

No longer will piecemeal or half-way efforts suffice. 
Lastyear Congress enacted, and I signed into law, the 

Water Quality Act of 1965, to hdp U$ control and abate 
the pollution of our waterways. 

In May we consolidated and reorganized the F edcral 
Government's water pollution activities under the Inte­
rior Department to make them more effective. 

The House Committee on Public Works is meeting 
almost daily to consider a new and expanded clean rivers 
bill, already approved by the Senate, to pro,·ide greater 
impetus and financial assistance for our war against pol­
lution of our national waters. 

Today, here in Syracuse, the House Natural Resources 
and Power Subcommittee, under the chairmanship of 
Congressman Robert E. Jones, has been sitting in hear­
ings to consider new means of protecting the water qual­
ity of the Great Lakes. 

In the United States, at least 20 billion gallons of water 
arc wasted each day by pollution. This is water that 
could be used and reu_ed, if treated properly. Today, it 
is ra,·agcd water-a menace to the health. It flows usc­
}cs.5ly past water-hungry communities to an indifferent 
sea. 

Citizens of our largest city, in the midst of last sum­
mer's drought, could only look wistfully at the broad 
Hudson River as it rolled through their city. Clean and 
usable, it could have provided for all of their needs. But 
it could not be used, because it was too contaminated for 
human consumption. 

This 20 billion gallon daily waste of water amounts to 
only about 6 percent of the Nation's total water needs, 
when we consider the requirements of industry, irrigation, 
and power. But it is an extremely significant 6 percent, 
since it constitutes better than one-fourth of the pure 
water needs of our country. Its loss ad,·ersely affects the 
lives, the economy, the health, and the pleasure of far 
more than half of our population. 

Herc in the area of the Finger Lakes and in the drain­
age ~ of our Great Lakes, you have seen the sad 
spectacle of these magnificent bodies of water beset with 
decay. 

Lake Eric contains at its central core a 2,600 square 
mile area which can be described, for all practical pur­
poses,as a "dead" body of water. It is so lacking in 
oxygen that marine life entering the area is doomed. It 
is a vast underwater "desert," and daily this contaminated 
area spreads. 

Nor is Erie the only one of our Great Lakes beset with 
decay. It is merely the most advanced case. The water 
level in all five of them has dropped to the lowest point 
in recorded history. 

Clearly, the time for action is at hand. The prob­
lems arc made by man and can be solved by enlightened 

WEEKLYCOMPILATIONOF PRESID!NTIAL DOCUMENTS 

man. They arc in many ways a reflection of our fan­
tastic growth, our very affluence, our way of life. 

But we will not yield to carelessness or greed in our 
determination to preserve, unspoiled and unsullied for 
future generations of Americans, this natural inheritance 
which we recdved as our national birthright. 

There is enough water falling annually upon our land 
to sustain us as a nation for all future time, if we arc suf­
ficiently able stewards of the treasure to form an intelli­
gent partnership with Nature-to impound it, purify it, 
conserve it, move it to our areas of need, and thus make it 
serve our future. 

\Ve arc determined to preserve our great national water 
resources. W c shall not permit the growing specter of 
drought, polluted waters, and blighted streams to rob us 
of our birthright. W c shall develop our waterways, as 
we arc doing on the St. Lawrence River. We shall har­
ness the power of our rivers, as we arc doing at the 
Dickey-Lincoln School Project. We shall clean up our 
polluted rivers and lakes. We shall preserve this national 
treasurefor ourselves and for our children. ~very one of. 
us has this responsibility. With your cooperation, I know 
we shall succeed. 

Syracuse, New York 

Tiu President's Rcmarl.s al Columbus Circle. 
August 19, 1966 

Mayor Walsh, Mr. Mulroy, one of our great publishers, 
},fr. Rogers, ladies and gentlemen: 

"J'wo years ago I came to Syracuse to receive an honor­
ary degree from your great university here. And I am 
glad that you invited me back. I hope that I can come 
again at some future date. 

I want to thank the Members of Congress who have 
come here with Congressman Jones and the National 
Resources Subcommittee of the Public Works Committee 
of the House. They have done great work on behalf of 
the Nation. And I am delighted that they ha\'e come 
here to up talc New York today to continue their hear­
ings to seek information that will be helpful to the entire 
Go,·crnment in meeting this very serious problem. 

I also want to express my deep appreciation to se,·cral 
other Congressmen who have come with me and ha,·c 
extended the warm hand of New York hospitality to me. 
I should like for each of them to stand, because I want you 
to know them. • 

They have been very helpful to the President. They 
have served the cause of democracy in the Capital in 
Washington. And they deserve the recognition and 
respect that I know you will want to give them. 

Congressman Multcr of Brooklyn, Congressman Mur­
phy of Brookl)n-Statcn Island, Congressman Theodore 
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Kupfcnnari of Manhattan, Congressman Bingham from 
the Bronx, Con~man John G. Dow of Rockland and 
Orange, Coogrc.smian Jaicph R. Resnick of Ellenville, 
whc:rcwe'll be in a few minutes, Congressman Seymour 
Halpern of Queens, Congressman Bob McEwen of Og­
densburg, Congressman Frank Horton of Rochester. 

I want to thank Congressman Hanley for that first-rate 
introduction. I recognize that Congressman Hanley is a 
first-term CongrcMman who has already made bis mark 
as a man who knows the problems of his district and he 
worb long and hard for his people. ,And I do appreciate 
the chance to come here with him today and to meet his 
friends and constituents. 

I am aho glad to have my old friend Sam Stratton with 
me. I have known him for 25 years. He headed the 
House Armed Services Committee which went to Viet­
Nam and came back with some very penetrating recom­
mendations. He is a courageous Congressman and he is 
a true patriot, and I am happy that he could be here with 
us today. 

I want to talk to you this afternoon about the center 
of our society-the American city. 

Your two very able and distinguished Senators from 
New York will join us very shortly, but they couldn't leave 
Washington with us this afternoon becau c they had to 
stay tbcrc to try to pass a bill through the Senate. 

Theywere successful in passing it by about a 2 to 1 vote 
which will mean something to every city in America. 
And I want to talk to you about the cities of America this 
afternoon. 

Senator Javits and Senator Kennedy, I hope, can join 
m. And I want to thank them in advance for staying at 
theirpost of duty and doing a good job. 

For 3 years my administration has been concerned with 
the question: What do we want our cities to finally 
become? 

For you and your children, those of you who have come 
here in this hot sun, the question is: What kind of a 
place will Syracuse be some 50 years from now? 

As I drove in from the airport, your publisher and 
}'Our distinguished mayor and others were talking to me 
about the plans that you have for this great, growing 
city. 

Syracuse can be a community where your lives are 
enriched: Syracuse must be a place where every person 
can satisfy his highest aspirations. Syracuse can be a 
place to advance the hopes of all of your citizens. 

Now this is what we want Syracuse to be. And that 
is what we want CVCI')' city in America to be. I think one 
word can best describe the task that we face-and that 
one word is immense. Until this decade, we did too 
little too late. By 1975 we arc going to need 2 million 
new homes a year in this countr~·, we arc going to need 
schools for 60 million children, we arc going to need 
health and welfare programs for 27 million people who 
will be over 60 years of age, we are going to need trans­
portation facilities for the movement of 200 million pco-

plc, and they will be driving in more than 80 million 
automobiles. 

In less than 40 years-between now and the c~d of 
this century-the urban population of this country is g~ 
ing to double, city land will double, and we will have to 
build in our cities as much as has already been built 
since the first settler arrh·cd on these shores. 

What it has taken us almost 200 years to build, we arc 
going to have to build again in the next 40 years. 

That is in your lif ctimc. Wc had better get started 
on it and we had better start learning about it and be 
interested in it right now. 

Let me be clear about the heart of this problem: It 
is the people who live in our cities and the quality of the 
lives they lead that should concern every public servant 
today. ,vc must open new opportunities to all of our 
people, so that everyone and not just a fortunate f cw will 
have access to decent homes and decent schools and good 
parks and good jobs. n 

This is a problem that must be met not only by the 
Federal Government, but by every government, State and 
local, and by all the people of America. That is why I 
have en joyed my af tcrnoon with the Governor of your 
State, with the mayors of your cities, with your county 
leaders, with your civic leaders without regard to race or 
religion or population, or even the name of your town. 

I came here today to pledge to you that the Federal 
Go\·crnmcnt, as long as I have anything to do with it, is 
going to meet its responsibilities. 

At the same time I came here to ask your local go,·crn­
mcnt and your State government and e,·cry individual in 
those places to meet their responsibilities, too. 

Now many of the conditions that we seek to tame 
should never ha,,e come about. I think it is shameful 
that they should continue to exist. I think it is wrong 
for some people to line their pockets with the tattered dol­
lars of the poor. 

So, the first thing we should pledge ourselves to do is to 
take the profit out of 'poverty. And there arc several 
steps that we can take. 

The first one, I am asking the Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development, Secretary Robert 'Weavcr­
whom President JohnKennedy stated he intended to ap­
point to the Cabinet office if the Congress would create 
it-I'm going to ask Secretary Weaver to set as bis goal 
the establishment, in every ghetto of America, of a neigh­
borhood center to service the people who live in that area. 

Second, I am going to ask the Director of the Office 
of Equal Opportunity, Mr. Sargent Shriver, to increase 
the number of neighborhood legal centers in the slums 
of this Nation. I want these legal centers to make a 
major effort to hdp every tenant secure his rights to safe 
and sanitary housing if he lives in the United States of 
America. 

Third, I am asking the distinguished Attorney General, 
Mr. Nichobs Katzenbach, to call a conf crencc to de\'elop 
new procedures to insure that the rights of tenants arc 
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$600 of rent supplements will let private enterprise build 
a housing unit worth 20 times that amount. 

By this we arc just beginning. I have laid before the 
Congress a broad program to help solve the problems. 
So, I want to say to Congress this afternoon: Give us 
action. Give us progrcs.1. Give us mO\·cment. And 
American cities will be great again. 

Give us funds for the Teachers Corps and let our wcll­
traincd, skilled teachers bring knowledge and a quest for 
learning to those children who need it most. 

Give us more resources for rent supplements-and let 
us provide better homes for so many who now live in 
substandard housing. 

Give us the civil rights bill-and let us break the chains 
that bind the ghetto by banishing discrimination from 
the sale and rental of housing. 

Give us the means to prosecute the War Against Pov­
erty-and let us provide jobs and training for adults and 
a good.bead start for the very young people of this nation. 

Give us the child 1utrition act-and let us off er break­
fasts and hot luncha to needy children who can be en­
couraged to stay in school. 

Give us the legislation-and we can help overcome a 
shortage of trained medical personnel in this country. 

Give us the hospital bill-and we can build and mod­
ernize hospitals in every city in this land to serve our citi­
zens who live in these cities. 

Give us the money for urban mass transit-and our 
cities can begin to provide adequate tran~portation for 
their people. 

Give us a just minimum wage-and more American 
workers will cam a decent income. 

Give us better unemployment in urance-::md men out 
of work can be trained for jobs that need workers. 

Give us a truth-in-lending bill~so that cu tomers es­
pecially those who arc poor, can know the honest cost of 
the money they arc borrowing. 

Give us the truth-in-packaging bill-so the hard-earned 
dollars of the poor, as well as of every American, can be 
protected against deception and against false values. 

Yes, we have an agenda for action. We have taken 
the first steps toward great cities for a great society. And 
now if Congress will give us the power to move ahead on 
these fronts, we will get going. 

This is no time for delay. This is no time to relax our 
efforts. We know that there is no magic equation that 
will produce an instant solution to the blight and the pov­
erty and the want that is deposited in our cities by decades 
of inaction and indiff crence. 

our cities. 
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W c hope the next time we return to Syracuse it will be 
an even greater city than it is today. 

Thank you very much. 
NOTE: The President •~ke at 5 p.m. at Columbus Circle in 
Syracuse, N.Y. 

Ellenville, New York 

The President's Remarks at the Dedicalion of the 
Ellenville Community Hospital. August 19, 1966 

.Mr. Chairman, Congressman Resnick, Senator ]avits and 
Senator Kennedy, distinguished members of the New York 
delegation, honored guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

Mayor Glu ker, I am delighted that I should have re­
ceived this invitation to come here and visit with your 
people this evening. 

I am especially gratcf ul to you and your city for this 
generous display of typical New York hospitality. And 
I and my family shall long remember it. 

I am particularly honored that Senator Javits, a man 
with whom I have served in the House and Senate for 
many years, one of our most respected Senators, a tnic 
progressh·e and a devoted American, and the senior 
Senator from New York, is here, and what really pleases 
me is that a Republican Senator would be here on the plat­
form with a Democratic President. 

But today, we have been dealing with the problems o{ 
not Republicans or Democrats-and both of us have 
plenty-but we have been dealing with the problems 
o{ Americans. And we arc all Americans before we are 
Republicans or before we are Democrats. 

We have been talking about pollution-and what we 
can do about it. We have been talking about educating 
our children and building their minds-and what we can 
do about it. 

We ha,·c been talking about the health of our citizens, 
the care of their bodies and building strong con titutions­
and what we can do about it. 

We have been talking about beautifying our land and 
bringing peace to the world-and what we can do about 
it. 

On all of those things, both Senator Javits and Senator 
Kennedy are there in Wahington, not as Republicans or 
Democrats-as arc other :Members of Congress from both 
parties here tonight-but they arc there as Americans. 

I am very pleased that Scr.ator Robert F. Kennedy, a 
young man for whom I have the deepest respect, an ex­
tremelr able and effective legislator, should ha,·e joined 
us this afternoon, after he and Senator Javits and the 
other Members of the Senate passed a ,·cry remarkable 
bill; the Demon tration Cities bill, through the Scnatt. .~ 

They came here to make these appearances with us and 
they are already, I expect, about an hour late to engage­
ments that they had before they knew I was coming here. 
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THE NATIONAL COMMISSION ON CODES, ZONING, TAXATION 
AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

The problems in this field are intricate and complex. They will 
require a great deal of ingenuity and new approaches. If we can 
get some of these problems solved, we will go a long way in bring­
ing our urban programs to the people much more effectively and 
responsively, with less cost and greater efficiency. 

You originally proposed this commission in your 1965 cities 
message. You emphasized the need for the commission in your 
Syracuse speech on the cities lastAugust. 

The 89th Congress has now specifically authorized the establish­
ment of the commission. Public Law 89-117, directed by the 
Secretary of the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
to study and report on the structure of: 

(1) State and local urban and suburban housing and building 
laws, standards, codes, and regulations and their impact 
on housing and building costs, how they can be simplified, 
improved, and enforced, at the local level, and what 
methods might be adopted to promote more uniform 
building codes and the acceptance of technical innovations 
including new building practices and r:n..aterials; 

(2) State and local zoning and land use laws, codes, and 
regulations, to find ways by which state and localities 
may improve and utilize them in order to obtain further 
growth and development; and 

(3) Federal, state and local tax policies with respect to their 
effect on land and property cost and on incentives to 
build housing and make improvements in existing structures. 

The commission!.Et report will be submitted to the President and the 
Congress within 18 months. 

https://commission!.Et


CANDIDATES FOR THE COMMISSION 
ON CODD, ZONING, TAXATION AND 

DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

David L. Baker, 
S11Pervi•or of the 2nd Diatrict of 

Oran1e Couaty, California 

Haao Black, Jr., Lawyer 
Miami, Florida 

Lewi• Davia, Architect 
Brody Ii A• ■ ociatea 

New York, New York 

John DeGrove, Profeaaor 
Florida Atlantic Univeraity 
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Anthoay Downa, Treaaurer 
Real Eatate Reaearch Corporation 
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Esra Ehrenkraata, Preaident 
Buildilaa Sy■tema Development, Inc. 
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J eh J ohnaoa, Architect 
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John LyOIUI, General Preaident 
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No greater challenge faces America than the future of its 

cities. 

T~ problems are deeply-rooted. They are as old as the 

cities from which they grow. 

We have learned that difficulties borne from generations 

of decay and neglect do not yield to quick or easy solutions. 

Th'at is why men of vision and good-will haye committed 

themselves to find· the right answers. We know those answers 

can lbe found. 

Today we renew and continue that search. 

I am pleased to announce that one of our most distinguished 

statesmen and economists -- Senator Pa_ul H. Douglas -- will 

head a Commission of equally d•istinguished citizens to make a 

thorough study of our cities and urban areas. 

Under Senator Douglas' direction the Commission will 

report to the President and to the Congress. Its charter is 

threefold: 

First: to isolate the problems. 

Second: to recommend the solutions, particularly those ways 

in which the efforts of the Federal Governm~nt, private industry, 

and local communities can be marshalled to increase the supply 

of low-cost decent housing. 
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Third: to work with the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development and conduct a penetrating review of zoning, housing 

and building codes, taxation and development standards. These 

processes have not kept pace with the times. Stunting growth and 

opportunity, they are the springboards from which many of the ills 

of urban life flow. 

This Commission stems from the recommendations I made 

in my 1~'>5 Message on the American City. At the last session, 

Congress provided the funds to allow the Commission to begin its 

work. 

I a,m happy that Senator Douglas will continue to serve 

his countrly in this promising and challenging assignment. 

The Commission on the Problems of the American City is 

a valuable! new addition to our Government-wide. efforts to help 

arrest the growing blight of our central cities and to bring about 

an urban tenaissance that will make the American city a better 

place for p.11 to live and work. 

I urge all citizens to cooperate and assist the Com.mission 

in its vital work. 



. 
Robert c. Wood, Und~r Secr~tary Dae. 13, 1966 

H. Ralph Taylor 

PropoGed Program of Solected Code Enforc~~~nt and Accelerated 
Municipal Services 

As you >:-_now, the Department has been requeste'l by the 
Senate Banking and curnmc7 it tee to 1--rovida asC0,"'1.t.. soon 
as po;:;sible a rep0rt en a ••• the st.eps which !'light be 
ta!~~n to provide inturim relief tc ... blighted area:3 until 
$UC!l time as th~y ar-2: cl~arctl or perman~ntly L'n\proved ... 
(SenZt·~e R~port No. 1455, • p. 12). In addition, the 
White House has a3kc:i the D~part.nont for leg.islative 
prcpos~ls for 1967. The attac~cJ ~rot'osal for a program 
cf Sf"llcct~ Cod~ Er..forccmc!1t and Z'l.ccelcrate,d i-Iunicipal 
Service~ i:; designed to meet both requests. 

This proposed program would autho:::-iz~i 

1. ~ederal grants for intensive but selective code 
enforcement. 

2. Federal loan;:; end grants to property owners wh~~re 
private action iz feasible. 

3. Federal loil.ns to localities for 1,;-ublic action to 
im~rovc structures where private action is infea..:;,ible. 

4. Federal gr~nts for limited public improv~ncnts. 

5. P-equirCL1ent for acc ..~1~.rated :uunicipal Aervices. 

6. COordinntion with anti-poverty efforts. 

7. De3ign~tion of the area for future long-term action. 

The prc•l_'.)osed program is iutended to meet tl1ree ba$iC needs. 
First, th~re i:;· the.need for a program to bring corn;,rehe~­
siv0 ailsistancs to thu many blighted neighborhood-s-that 
will not hav~ tie advantage of such asr.sistanc~ under the 
1-!cdel Cities Progra11. Secondly, tiJere lu the n:;;ed to 
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extend more code enforcement assistance to loc~l commu­
nities in order that·thc upcoming requirement for code 
enforcement as a component of the work,¢le progrmn 
~ight be more easily cowpiled ~ith. Ycu r~memb~r that 
the 1964 Housing Act contains a provision, sponsored 
by :Representative Widnsll, that ·will prev~nt workable 
program r~ccrtific.-)tion unless the community is "ca.rr~•ing 
out an effective program of enforcement to achieve 
coml-,llianca ....,1th suc.i.1 hou!;ing codes." Finally, there ia 
the n~~d to build inuigenous leadership in local 
communitiea through a prcg-rruu of smaller scale than the 
l-Iod~l Citi~s Prcgram in preparation for tho ti..'lle when 
all cities will be involved in a.comprehensive attack 
on com.rr~nity proble33. 

This p1:ograr:t offers a half-way-llcuse in our trnnsitior. 
to systematic local ~roblem solving. At the sa~c time 
it offers highly visable relief to the por:ulations 
force:d to wait for the extensive attention t11at they 
both need and deserve. 

If you find the attached proposal of sufficient inter~~t 
to merit furtbcr consideration, ado.itior!al material, 
including cost estimates, will be provided. 

Assistant Secr~t~y (D&IR) 

Attach.ment 

cc: CF (2) 
Hummel - 802N 
Kamm-: I 705N 
Hunt - 864Laf 
Ardee Ames - Rm. 103EOB 
Reichel~ 825Laf 
Taylor - 402N 

• Foard 714N 
anis - GOON 

Chron - 411N 
King - 404N 

B D:JKING:jlh:12/12/66 



SELECTIVE CODE ENFORCENENT AND ACCELE!' ..~TEO MUNICIPAL SERVICES 

Large areas of physically blighted and decayed hcusing in 

our cities remain untouched by any of our present efforts at 

slum elimination. Because of the costs involved, it will be 

many year3 before our various long-term programs aimed at bringing 

th3se areas up ton self-sustaining level can reach them. It 

is also clear that conventional code enforcement (ouch as that 

authorized to be aosiEted under Section 117) would be both 

inappropriate and incff~ctive in dealing with the problems of 

neignborhoods in an advanced statt"? of decay. 

Tho lack of action in theee neighborhoods, which are 

primarily ghettos, is a major cauoe of the alienation which crupt!l 

in violenc~ with all .of its co~ts .a~c problems. What is need~d 

for these areas is a program of temporary holding actions to 

all-=:viate the most critical hou5ing and cnvironn:ental def icicncies 

until such time as tho more long-range progrums can be implementeJ. 

Such a program would aim at br~nging about repairs in such essen­

tial areas a3 heating, plumbing, water supply, wiring, lighting, 

etc. It would have to be carried out in conjunction with inten­

sified efforts for toe provisio11 of such municir,al services as 

garbage removal, ro<.!ent cc,ntrol, etc. But .. this minimal i1nprove-

mcnt of housing and environmental conditions must hava a longer 

range gcal. It should be regarded a~ an opportunity to simulta­

neously bring to bear intensive social service and anti-poverty 
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'efforts to prepare the resider1ts for the eventual long-tero 

improvement in their environment and living conditions. 

It is proposed that legislation be introduced to authorize 

and fund a Federal program of loans and grants to assist local­

ities in carrying out an integrated program aimed at alleviating 

the worst slu.~ conditions on a short term basis. Such a program 

would have the following components: 

l. Federal grants for intensivo but selective code enforc~ment. 

Tnis will be similar to the present Section 117 program, 

but with the followinCJ distinc·t differences: 

a. The assistance would be authorized for badly blighted 

ar~a3 rather than those in which code er.forcement is 

in itself expected to arrest the blight of the area. 

b. It would be on a continuing basis, rath~•r than limited 

to a 3-ye~r goal for the arrest of blight. 

c. It would be limited to the enforcement of those pro­

vis~ons of th~ housing code wilicl1 relate to ·the most 

fundamental conditions of sanitation, healtn, and 

decency. 

2. Federal loans and grants t~__eroperty owners •«here private 

action is fea:3ible. To allow as large a corupo:ient. as possible 

of the repair and· irJprovcm~nt work to be carried out by 

existing ownerG, it will be n~cessary to provide financial 

assistance to such.owners. A ~rogra.~ of rehabilitation loans 
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and grants, aimilar·to tho~e in the urban renewal program, 

is propos~d. Howev~r, such assistance would be limited to 

the amounts necessary to bring tha property up to the 

ealective code standards and the conditions und,ir vhicn 

loans W\?re made would have to recognize the probability of 

public condemnation prior to repaj'l.lcnt. 

3. !_ederal loans ~2..localit~os f~~___.e~blic acti~~-~o i~~~ 

structures where .E_rivnte action is inf~~.3ible. The program 

would recognize that there will be many situations in which 

private action will be infeasible and that public actions 

will be required to meet even the selective code standards_: 

The capacity and willingncns of a locality to carry out 

such nction would Len prerequisite for FGderal aasi~tance. 

A wide variety of forms might b~ acceptable. Such for~a 

might include recaivership laws, pul1lic acquisition and 

operation of the property, public r~pairs with the costs as 

a lien against the property, leasing and repair of the 

property by a local housing authority or a non9rofit group. 

None of these approaches will work on a large seal~ without 

adequate financial backin9. Low interest rata Federal 

loanu ar~ proposed for this ~urpose, with the understandin9 

t.'lat tc,ezc loans would ba repaid as .. part of the cost of 

the ultimate project to provide the long-term solution fer 

the area. 
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4. Federal grants for limite.~_ublic improvements. Concurrent 

with the repair and improvement of housing, there munt be 

a parall~l effort at tho improvement of environ.mental con­

ditions. For this purpose, it is proposed that Federal 

grants be provided for a percentage of the cost of such 

repairs and improvements. Since we are aiming only at a 

holding operation, the allowable repairs and improvements 

should be commensurate_with the level sought with respect 

to housing. These might include the provi£ion of temporary 

playgrounds and recreational facilities in areas where the 

demolition of unsafe structures would be necessary; the 

provision of temporary structures for schools, libraries, 

etc.; and the patching up and repairing of existing roads, 

sewers, schools, and other public buildings. Where the 

locality proposes more permanent and extensive public 

improvements, these should be allowed as creditable for 

future urban renewal projects, but not financed from this 

new program. 

5. Requirement for accelerated municiEal services. While 
• 

there is good reason for limiting the level of capital 

investr:lent in a holding area, the reverse is true with re­

spect to the provision of municipal and social services. 

The toleration of housing conditions at less than normally 

acceptable standards must be offset by the highest achievable 
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standards of municii>al services. Of particular. importance 

will be such services as street cleaning, garbage collection, 

and police and fire pro.tection. The provi:lion of such 

services at a level gualitatiyo~L cgui~!!ent to that pre­

vailing in the rest of the city would be a prerequisite for 

the other Federal financial a3aistance provided, but no 

Federal assistance io pro~osed for this purpose. 

6. Coordination with ant~::E,?V~~y efforts. Since the holding 

area will be the site of future slum elimination efforts, 

it must be regarded as an opportunity for the improvement 

of social conditions in anticipation of future physical 

improvements. Of particular importance would be efforts 

to improve tcn~nt attitudes towards the maintenanc~ of th~ir 

housing units. No program would be approved unless it W€re 

closely tied into anti-poverty efforts in the same area. 

7. D~ignation of the area for future long-terrn_action. 

Although there are hazards in designating ar~as for future 

action, such designations should bt! required in any area 

where· the proposed assistance will be given. Without such 

designation, there is a danger that the area will become 

a legally tolerated enclave of substandard conditions. As 

a prerequisite to the ast;istance, ttte .m:unicipali ty should 

be required to state its intentic.ns for significant renewal 

action. 

https://intentic.ns
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Supporting Papers 

• If the proposal outlined above is found acceptable, there 

will be a need for further _supporting papers and analyses, in­

cluding the following: 

1. The size of the proble.11 -- the m:mlber of substandard 

housing units in urban areas versus the rate of 

elimination under present programs. 

2. Analysis of reasons why convantio1~al code enforcement 

is ineffective in badly decayed areas. 

3. The nature of selective code :tandards. 

4. The legal problems involved 1. enforcement of selective 

provision of housing codes. 

S. Rehabilitation loans and grants and how they would need 

to be modified for a holding area operation. 

6. Methods of public actions which might be employed to 

improve housing conditions. The nature of Federal 

loans to finance such operations. 

1·. Types of limited public improver.1ents which could be 

financed in a holding area ~rogram. 

8. Determine the level of "Qualitatively equivalent" 
I 

pubiic services which would be required. 

9. Coordination with anti-poverty efforts . 

., . 

https://proble.11
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10. The nature of the required designation of the area 

and the commitment to future renewal actions. 

ll. Cost estimates for the program. 

12. Logislative draft. 



BIOORAPHICDATA LYONS, John H. 
Age 47 (Born October 29, 1919 

in Cleveland, Ohio) 

Heme: 7 Devondale I.e.ne 
St. Louis, Missouri 

~llrr POSITION 

General President, International Association of Bridge, 
Structural & Ornamental Iron Workers 

EOOCATION 

B.S., Missouri School of Mines 

FAMILYDATA 

Married with 2 children 

PREVIOUSEXPERIENCE 

General Vice President and General Organizer, 
International Association of Bridge, Structural 
and Ornamental Iron Workers 

General President, International Association of Bridge, 
Structural & Ornamental Iron Workers 

ALSO 

Vice President, Building & Construction Trades Department, .AFL-CIO 
Vice President, Metal Trades Department, AFL-CIO 
Member, AFL-CIO Internal Disputes Panel 
Member, Citizens Advisory Council to President's Committee on 

Juvenile Delinquency 
Member, Advisory Council, Bureau of Employment Securiw 
Member, Ta.ft-Hartley labor Management Panel 
Chairman, Iabor Advisory Co:mmittee to ~sident' s COlllllittee on 

F,qual Bnployment Opportunity 

SOORCE: Iata frcm the f'ile 
October 3, 1966 - il 



BIOGRAPHICDATA 0 'NEILL Richard W. 
Age 41 tBorn September 5, 1925) 

Home: 170 West End Avenue 
New York, New York 

PRESENT POSITION 

Editor, House and Home Magazine 

EWCATED 

1950 Degree in civil engineering, Yale University 
Studied one year at Oxford University, England 

PREVIOUSEXPERIENCE 

1955-now Editor, House and Home 

MILITARY DATA 

Served 3 years in World War II infantry 

SOURCE: Data from the file 
October 27, 1966 - il 



MEMORA D M -tK.JTIVi 

THE WHITE HO SE F&171J/,J~
I ., 

WASHINGTON 

/?~11 
2: 15 p. m., Sunday 
December 18, 1966 FG-4(95 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM Joe Califan~. 

Attached is a list of candidates for the Commission on Codes, 
Zoning and Taxation. 

){ 

I have been over the list with Paul Douglas who agre s with the 
names and has asked that three additional candidates -- marked 
by an * - - be added. 

All of the names have been checked. Macy, Bob Wood and I 
believe it is an outstanding group that will get the job done. 

If you approve the list, we will make the necessary phone calls 
and you could announce the Commission this week. 

"'f 
Howard Shuman, who has served as Douglas' Administrative 
Assistant for a number of years, will be the Executive Director 
of the Commission. Douglas will also bring his secretary over. 
John Macy assures me that Shuman's and Douglas I secretaries will 
be paid at least what they are getting now and possibly a little more. 

If you approve the list, we will start making calls to determine 
availability of candidates, and will prepare a good statement for 
you to use when the Commission is announced. 

Approve list 

Disapprove list 



CANDIDA TES FOR 
THE NATIONAL COMMISSION ON COD.ES, ZONING, TAXATION, 

AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

CATEGORY 

Architect 

Architect 

Architect (female) 

Attorney 

, 
Banker 

Construction 

County Supervisor 

NAME AND TITLE 

Jeh Johnson, Negro Architect 
Poughkeepsie, New York 
Age 32. Recommended by 
Cliff Alexander. 

Lewis Davis, Davis, Brody & 
Associates, New York, New York. 
Age 34. Recommended by Joe Califano 

Chloethiel W. Smith, Washington 
Architect and City Planner. 
Fellow of the American Institute 
of Architects. Recommended by 
Robert Weaver. 

Hugo Black, Jr., Miami, Florida. 
(Son of Justice Black) Recommended 
by Ed Weisl, Jr. 

* David Rockefeller, New York, 
New York. President and Vice­
Chairman of the Board, The Chase 
Manhattan Bank. 

Richard Ravitch, Vice President, 
HRH Construction Corporation, New 
York City. Strongly recommended 
by Ed Weisl, Sr. 

David L. Baker, Supervisor of 
the 2nd District of Orange County, 
California. Recommended by the 
National Association of Counties. 
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Developer Ezra Ehrenkrantz, President, Building 
Systems Development, Inc., San 
Francisco. Recommended by Robert 
Weaver 

Governor Carl Sanders, Governor of Georgia. 
Recommended by John Macy. 

Labor John Lyons, General President, 
International Association of Bridge, 
Structural and Ornamental Iron 
Workers. Recommended by George 
Meany. 

Mayor Thomas Vandergriff, Mayor of 
Arlington, Texas 

1 Public Member Richard W. O'Neill, Editor,

' House and Home Magazine. 
Recommended by Lloyd Hand. 

Real Estate Planner Anthony Downs, Treasurer, Real 
Estate Research Corporation, 
Chicago. Age 35. 

Urban College Educator John DeGrove, Professor, Florida 
Atlantic University, Boca Raton, 
Florida. Recommended by Bob Wood. 

Urban College Educator * Coleman Woodbury, Professor of 
Urban Affairs, University of Wisconsin. 

Urban College Educator * Daniel Cavers, Professor, Harvard 
Law School 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

~ 
Marvin: 

On the New York Things, Iwould sure clear those with Bobby Kennedy and 
the districts in which they live, and I don't want but one from New York-­
whichever one they want--let them choose. 

I don't want David Rockefeller on anything. 

I would clear out all of these with the politicians 

I sure don't recommend anybody suggested by Hand unless you check it. 
And lcbn't want anybody from the University of Wis CD nsin either -- or 
Harvard. 

LBJ/mf 
12-19-66 
8:lSp 
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