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3.5(c)

The Ambassador from Nepal Padma Bahadur KHATRI

General Padma Bahadur Khatri
was appointed ambassador to the US
and permanent representative to
the UN in 1964, and is concurrently
ambassador to Chile, Argentina, and
Canada. |

Khatri was born in 1915. He
was educated at the Hindu School in
Calcutta, has a BSc from Patna University, and attended
the Indian Staff College at Quetta in 1946. Khatri
joined the army in 1935 and served in India and Burma
during World War II. He has been a military attaché in
London and a liaison officer to the British Brigade of
Gurkhas in Malaya. From 1961 to 1964 he was secretary of
the Ministry of Defense and honorary aide-de-camp to
King Mahendra in addition to serving concurrently as for-
eign secretary.

Khatri is a moderately orthodox Hindu and abstains

only from eating beef.

3.3(b)(1)
3.3(b)(6)

Khatri speaks excellent English |

Khatri is married and has four children. One son is
attending American University in Washington, D. C.

26 July 1966
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3.5(c)

The Ambassador from Turkey Turgut MENEMENCIOGLU

Turgut Menemencioglu, ambas-
sador since 1962, is a veteran dip-
loma NN . .

omat from a distinguished family. 3.3(b)(1)
3.3(b)(6)
lwell informed
on UN affairs, he is also deeply
interested in Ottoman history and
in the diplomatic history of
Turkey.
3.3(b)(1)

He was born in Istanbul in 1914 and received a law
degree from the University of Geneva. He entered the
foreign service in 1939 and subsequently served as first
secretary in Bucharest, as section chief in the Depart-
ment of Commerce and Economic Affairs, and as permanent
delegate to the Geneva office of the UN., After serving
briefly in 1952 as counselor of the Embassy at Washington,
he returned to Ankara. Menemencioglu was assigned to the
UN as deputy permanent representative in 1954. 1In early
1960 he was named ambassador to Canada; but following the
May 1960 coup in Turkey he was made permanent representa-
tive to the UN.

The ambassador speaks English and French in addition
to his native Turkish. He is married to Nermin Moran;
they have two teen-age sons. Namik and Ekber. |

6.2(d)

26 July 1966
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March 10: Jarring met in Jerusalem with Eban.

Jarring informally showed Eban the draft invitation he
had planned to issue to both éarties héd he obtained
their prior agreement to it, Israeli sources at that
time (USUN 4094; State 128497) reported the invitation
essentially as follows:
a., 1Israel and the UAR have accepted the SC
resolution as a basis for solving differences;
b. the two governments are therefore invited
to send representatives to Cyprus for con-
ferences with Jarring.
According to the Israelis; Eban told Jarring that if.
this draft had been formally presented, he was authorized
to reply affirmatively. The Israelis said that Jarring
~stated that the UAR now wanted Israel to say it was
ready to implement the SC resolution‘by acgion (meaning
withdrawal first). Jarring reportedly said Riad had
.explained the hardening of his position as a reéponse to-
GOI unilateral actions affecting the status of‘the
occupied territories. After further discussion with
Jarring about the UAR position, the GOI became convinced

that the UAR had always meant to interpret "accept"

—S5FE-6RET—
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Maréh 21: Jarring met in Jerusalem with Eban.

Israelis in Tel Aviv (Tel Aviv 3010) said Jarring
reported that the Jordanian position remained about the
same, with a strong desire to remain coordinated with
the UAR. Jarring told Eban that Hussein and Rifai
had}said they were planning to go to Cairo shortly to
try to convince the UAR of the need for some changes

in its attitude.
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United States is an important outside influence there. But the events

of the past year have brought home to us all the strength of local forces~-

the fqrces that will move the Middle East in the years ahead, A policy

that ignores the progress or the destruction they can wreak if we fail

to recognize and guide their momentum threatens real disaster.

First, it should be clear to even the casual observer that the
Near East war last June was an explosion of local forces. We were
not responsible for the war. We made every effort to keep it from
starting, It grew initially out of an increased commitment by Arab
governments and organizations to terrorism as a way of destroying
Israel, No amount of US attention could have stopped those terrorist
acts or the Israeli raids mounted in response. The war broke out
while the US and other governments were still seeking a peaceful
solution and even while the US Government was awaiting the arrival
of the Vice President of the United Arab Republic to discuss how the
peace might be honorably preserved. Far from standing idly by, our
government was deeply engaged in an effort to save the peace. The
war broke out because local forces had gained an unrelenting momentum
of their own.

Second, it is even more important to understand that the future
control of the Middle East will be settled by local forces. The éenator

himself acknowledges that real peace can only grow out of locally



-3 -
negotiated agreements. True as that is, it is even more true that
national and regional pride--and national and regional decisions~-
will determine the future of this part of the world,

This is not to say that we must not be more activé or not stand
resolutely by our friends and principles. We must., It is not to say
that we must not seek greater European interest and activity in the
Middle East, as the Senator suggests, We must, It is not to say
that we must not seek broader participation of the world community
in peace~keeping, We must,

It is to say, however, that anyone who relies on outside forces,

as the Senator suggests, to prevent Soviet domination of the Mid-East

is building on a rapidly fading past and not on the realities of the future.

The issue is not whether NATO is welcome or unwelcome in the Middle

East, The point is that a policy that relies alone on powers outaside

the Middle East to ingure its future ignores the irresistible forces

in the area itself that are destined to shape its future., Such a policy

ignorex these forces at the risk of sealing its own aterility.

There is a policy bafore us that does not ignore these forces.

There is a policy before us that recognizes that, for better or worse,
those forces represent the hopes and the ambitions of more than
100, 000, 000 people. There is a policy before us that points out a way

for those people to loose themselves from a futile confrontation,
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That policy was boldly outlined by the President last June 19th,

That policy is to look to the strength and the resources of the region
itself to build its own future. As the President said then: "The Middle
East is rich in history, rich in its people and in its resources, It has
no need to live in permanent civil war. It has the power to build its own
life, as one of the prosperous regions of the world in which we live, "

The President also made clear that he intends to play an active
role:

"If the nations of the Middle East will turn toward the works of
peaceo, they can count with confidence upon the friendship, and the help,
of all the people of the United States of America,

"In a climate of peace, we here will do our full share to help with
a solution for the refugeeas, We here will do our full share in support of
regional cooperation, We here will do our share, and do more, to sece
that the peaceful promise of nuclear energy is applied to the critical
problem of desalting water and helpixig to make the deserts bloom, "

We must also play an active role, to be sure, in limiting the
influence of the Soviet Union and preventing its domination while this
growth is getting underway. But military standoff between the US or
NATO and the USSR is not enough. We must be involved in the development
of resources of the area and in encouraging and helping our friends to

turn them effectively to their peoples' use,
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This brings us to a crucial point which the Senator does not

mention., The limits on the Administration's attention to the Mid-East

have not been imposed by its preoccupation elsewhere, The Adminis~

tration last year handled the Middle East crisis with its fullest attention

and with considerable credit. The Senator has charged Administration

neglect, though he has not documented his case at all, But if there
has been neglect, 1 would venture to say it has been of a different sort,

The limits on the Administration have been imposed by those

right here in the Congress and elsewhere who have persistently tried to

tie the Administration's hands and to keep it from taking new initiatives

abroad. They have decried our commitments to friends around the
world, They have limited the number of countries where our AID
program can operate. They have tried to strip from our nation's hand
the ability to cooperate with friends in providing for their adequate defense.
The Senator calls us to be more active., It is questionable that we
will have the resources for this sort of activity or that we will have the
will, if the mood of many in this body were to prevail. The President
has pledged our energetic participation both to make the peace and then
to make it flourish. We have no illusions. He has pledged us to an
uphill fight., That fight is worth it--for the people of the area and for
our own interests, But it will not be easy, and we cannot fight with our

hands tied behind our backs.


























https://clared.no




















































MEMORANDUM | . ACTION o
THE WHITE HOUSE /‘/ o

WASHINGTON F

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE/LIMIT DISTRIBUTION R
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT Thursday, February 29, 1968 BT
4:00 p.m. VT

SUBJECT: Greetings to Arabian Peninsula Leaders

State proposes that you send the following messages to the
chiefs of state of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and South Yemen on the occasion
of the major Moslem religious holiday, which occurs about March 9
this year., Last December you sent these three rulers messages for
the second most important holiday instead of New Year's greetings, but
it has been our custom to mark this holiday each year:

For Saudi Arabia: On behalf of my government and the American -
people, I extend to Your Majesty and to the people of Saudi Arabia
my warm personal greetings and very best wishes on the blessed
occasion of Id al-Adha., May God continue to grant health,
happiness and prosperity to Your Majesty and to the people of

your country under your wise leadership, May both our personal
friendship and the friendship of our two nations continue to grow,

For South Yemen: I extend to Your Excellency congratulations
on the blessed occasion of Id al-Adha, On this first Id al-Adha
since the independence of your country, I also extend my own
best wishes and those of the American people for the progress
and prosperity of the People's Republic of Southern Yemen,

For Kuwait: I extend personally and on behalf of the American
people my sincere congratulations to Your Highness and to the
people of Kuwait on the blessed occasion of Id al-Adha, I also
send my warmest good wishes for the health, happiness and

prosperity of Your Highness and of the people of your country.

‘ - - t

Approve ) R/ b

Disapprove V)X‘\

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE/LIMIT DISTRIBUTION ~,
PRESERVATION COPY i
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to Israel. He said he'd heard so much griping from the Jewish
community here that he was totally unprepared to find everybody.
in Israel grateful for all we've done and full of praise for President
Johnson and his policy.

5. If there's any doubt about the Israeli view of US~Israeli
relations, Prime Minister Eshkol joined President Johnson in this
statement after his recent visit: They "'reviewed with satisfaction
developments in the relations between the US and Israel since their
last meeting in 1964.'" If that's too ''diplomatic, ' try this from
Eshkol's speech opening the Knesset (parliament) on October 30, 1967
"Outstanding among the speeches uttered by the world's statesmaen,
at or outside the [UN General] Assembly, was the important address
given by President Liyndon Johnson of the United States on 19 June,
in which he enunciated the policy of the United States in the area
after hostilities. "

6. On our Jordan arms decision, read General Dayan. Dayan
has said publicly (see p. 6 of attached) that Israel needs US influence
in Jordan--even if it means sending American arms. Abba Eban
spoke eloquently about the noose closing around Israel’s neck last
spring., That was an Arab noose. Unless we keep our hands in
places like Jordan, it will be a Soviet noose next time! Some Arabs
are already talking about a '"Soviet ring around Israel.' And Israelis
like Dayan know that's a serious threat. It's better to have a limited
number of US arms in Jordan than unlimited quant1t1es of Soviet arms
pouring in,

7. Why do we even try to deal with the Arabs or care whether
they reach a settlement with Israel? Because that's Israel's only hope
of survival in the long run. A settlement the Arabs can live with is -
the only kind of settlement worth having. Note again General Dayan
saying that the Egyptians will never get used to Israel sitting on the
Suez Canal (Page 1, attached); if Israel stays, there will probably
be another war. The only way Israel can withdraw is with the kind
of settlement we're trying to help arrange.

Forgive me for telling you the obvious. You know the arguments
better than I do. I just thought some of this material might not have
crossed your desk and might be of some use to you. Obviously some
of these arguments are too crude to be used in on-the-record forums,

but they're all fit for informal exchanges.
\&M Rostow
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- - Enclosed with this airgram is an informal translatmn of an extensive
/)/«"é interview with Israeli Minister of Defense Moshe DAYAN, the text
of which appeared in the influential Haaretz on January 19, 1968.
The interview was conducted by a correspondent of that newspaper.
The interview merits reading in i.ts entirety since it presumably
= reflects Dayan's present thinking 'of some of the key aspects of
1) the Arab-Israeli conflict and his appraxsal of the prospects for
- - peace or war in the Near East.
= - :
g ~
% re Summary
e % . 3
5 0 These are some of the points covered by Dayan in the interview,
23 :
= The Arabs, and particularly the Egyptians, will not countenance
prolonged Israeli retention of the territories occupied since the
June War. The Soviet Union is committed to try to bring about
an Israeli withdrawal. If attempts at a political solution fail,
there is likelihood of a coordinated Arab military struggle with
Israel. But, there will only be another round if the Russians so0
decide. In the event there is a fourth war, Israel will win but
in doing so it may sustain more losses thanit did last June.
[Enclosure: 'Interview with Moshe Dayan', Haaretz, January 19, 1968
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The only significant front for Is‘rae;l is that with Egypt. A péace
arrangement with Hussein whereby Israel would retreat from

_the West Bank areas it now holds, might hinder rather than

facilitate a peace settlement with E}gypt For reasons of
security, Israel should not withdraw to its pre-~June borders
with Egypt. The Straits of Tiran are vitdl to Israel and

cannot be turned over to Egyptian or United Nations forces.

A settlement with Egypt should also mclude Israeli passage
through the Suez Canal. : :

The United States position in the Near East must be consolidated.
Israel has to reach an understanding with the United States so .
that the area will not fall exclusively within the Soviet sphere

of influence. It is in Israel's interest that American, rather
than Soviet, influence prevails in Jordan. Israel should maintain

the security of the West Bank without getting involved unnecessarily

with the local Arab population. The latter are permitted to have
contacts with the outside Arab world. - An isolated Arab ghetto .
within the State of Israel would be dangerous. An eventual
peace settlement must deal with the settlement of the refugées

. and the right of worshxp and access for Arabs and Jews to the

Holy Places.
Finally, Dayan expressed his hdpe that the various pressures '

acting on President Nasser will force the latter to seek a
settlement with Is rael o :
)‘)) —

~ .+ BARBOUR
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INTERVIEW - DEFENSE MINISTER MOSHE DAYAN : HAARETZ Q

Q: What, in your opinion, are the possxble developments in our relatmns
with the Arab countries: Must we expect a fourth war, and when? Is
peace possible, and how? Or shall we continue to live in a situation which
is neither war nor peace? . °

A: Two developments (evaluations) are possible: a short-range one and

a long-range one. For the short-range one the possibility of a fourth

war, or at least a serious clash, must be taken into account. In the long-
run permanent peace settlements can perhaps be discerned., Those who
ignore the short-range problems can draw (for themselves)an ideal pic-
ture. But reality will destroy it. On the one hand, if we do not determine
an aim for a longer range, there will be no correct dxrectxon for our hand-
ling of the immediate concrete questions,

My first assumption is that the Arab countries, and first of all Egypt, will
not be willing to acquiesce in the present cease-fire line as a border line.
For a long period of time they will not get used to it and will not put up
with it and forget it (pass on to the next item on the agenda), The advan-
tages which we see in our sitting along the Suez Canal, which give us stra-
tegic depth etc., do not exactly appeal to Egypt. We must assume that
Egypt will take action so that we get out of (our positions) there. First
she will certainly prefer political means; however, if these do not prove
successful, she will look for other meuns. On no account will Egypt get
used to the IDF sitting at the canal, with its guns facing their refineries.
This applies to a certain extent also to other States.. But Egypt first and
foremost. Why Egypt? Because she is pressed more than others, and
without her they cannot resume the war.

The second country which cannot put up with the status auo is the Soviet
Union. From her point of view, if we do not retreat ~ that means for her
a resounding political defeat. She will not easily put up with the fact thart,

. after having told the Arabs what she did, and after having promised what

she did, Israel is not moving., The USSR is linked to Egypt niore than to
any other Arab country, and we must reckon that it will be their joint
policy to try and oust the IDF and cause it to retreat.

I suspect that we cannot assume that power of endurance on our part, and
passing time, will bring about a settlement of the matter. On the contrary.

We must assume that our continued sitting at the Suez Canal means strug-
gle, and perhaps another round of war, although neither of them is exactly

A
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Q: Why?

Dayan: Because the lines on which we are now - in Egypt, Syria and
Jordan - are a reason for the Arab countries to want to go to war. . This
time it is not only because they want to annihilate Israel, but bccause '
they regard it as a vital necessity for their continued existence,

.

(2) The New Role of the Russians,

This is the second main difference. 1 want to say immediately and in a
most decisive manner: There will be another round only if the Russians
decide that there is going to be another round. It will not be like in May.
last year, when the Russians told the Egyptians that there are Israeli
Divisions on the Syrian border, and afterwards the Egyptians claimed that
on the basis of that information from the Russians they went to war., The
situation is different now, If the Russians do not decide in an absolutely
clear manner and say so to the Arabs to go to war, the Arabs will not go
to war. At least not within the next year. After their latest defeat they
will not take such a responsibility on themselves.  However, if the Rus-~
sians decide that there has to be another war - the Arabs will fight!

QQ: How is the Russian partnership likely to’texpress itself in a war?

A: I estimate that the Russians are already on an operative level., They
are already engaged in directing inst::uments (of warfare), both as regards
anti-aircraft defenses as well as artillery (battle) dispositions are con-
cerned, I estimate that they are already participating in the operative
planning, how to act, on what axes, etc. From time to time the press
publishes news reports that the Russian presence is likely to be as inten-
sive as was the intervention of American advisers in the South Vietnamese
Army. A Vietnamese Battalion Commander would not move without the
counsel of his American adviser., I do not believe that it will be like that,
but it is possible that the Russians will participate in the preparation of
the plans for the opening moves of the war. It will certainly be a Russian
decision - whether or not to open the war, ‘ o

il

Q: Will the Russian targets be limited?

A: These are hypothetical questions. The limited (war) aim on the
Heights of Golan is a return to the Jordan line, a distance of 20 kms.
And our removal from the Suez Canal or from Sharm-es-Sheikh. There

t
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may be linuited (war) aims also in the naval and air spheres, However,
all these are theoretical possibilities only,

Q: In case of another round, against a united Arab enemy who acts on
the inspiration and with the assistance -of the Russxans, shall we be de-
feated or shall we win?

L
A: I believe that we could also win ir. the next round -~ if there is going
to be one, If fighting is resumed - we shall have the upper hand,

Q: Shall we also be able to defend the civilian rear (hinterland)?

A: I cannot say there won't be any hits in the civilian hinferland I cannot °
predict a kind of '"de luxe war' as it was for the hmterland in June 1967 -
I cannot say that it will be exactly like that, - ‘

Q: Won't-even limited (war) aims be achievevd?,f

A: What I say is, that we shall win in such a war. I cann’ot's-ay where we
shall gain 50 kms and where we may Iose 50 kms, where we shall advance
and where we shall retreat, L

Q: Shall we conduct a defensive or an offensive';war?_

A: One does not speak about operational‘pléns.é’ But I wouid.'say that if
there is going to be another round, we shall win. " There will be battles of
one sort or another - but we'shall win, ‘ V‘

Q: Wouldn't it be worthwhile to seek a settlement with Hussein, in order
to facilitate our stand in the south?

A: Let us assume that we make peace with Hussein today; what will change?
In my opinion, the only front today is the Egyptian front, on the Suez Canal.
That is the crisis, that is the dispute, It is there that the front lies, nowhere
else. If another war breaks out it could also include other countries. But -
Jordan will not start making war. ‘

"On the Egyptian front, along the Suez Canal, the most important fact is that

the Egyptians will not, as I have said before, ''get used to it. " If we make
peace with Hussein tomorrow, and give him what he wants, not only would

'UNGCLASSIFIED . .
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that not relax the tension on the Eygptian front, on the contrary, if ‘

P we make concessions to Hussein on his front, the Russians will say: =~ . !
This is an Israeli concession to the U.S., To the Americans you have -
made concessions - but to us ycu won't! The Egyptians will say:

" This is an Israeli-Jordanian conspiracy! ' :

-
N Q: Therec are those who say that if one Arab State niade peace with
us, the ice would be broken, and the other Arab countries would also
be prepared to make peace. Don't you believe that?
1
A: I have heard that theory, according to which no Arab country wants
to be the first (to make peace)} but I say that if we make concessions
. to Hussein, if we retreat from the Jordan (river) - Nasser's ambition
: ' to bring about our retreat from the Suez Canal will greatly increase.
Here we say that we are not budging an inch without direct negotiations,
without peace and secure borders; but if we retreat from one front,
without having achieved secure borders, the pressure on the other
: fronts would increase, If we retreat from the Jordanian front and
make peace with Hussein, Nasser will certainly not be the second
(ruler) to make peace with us! He would say: "You have retreated
there, why don't you retreat from Sinai?" The pressure would only
be stronger. And on the other hand, if we remain {irm (stubborn)
on all fronts, both opposite Hussein as well as Abdul Nasser, admit-
tedly pressure will not be reduced ~ I did say there is no avoiding a
struggle - but it will be easier to hold our present positions, in any
] case from the Arab psychological viewpoint, It may be possible that o
Nasser will be prepared, without any connegtion with Hussein, to come i
to a settlement with us, on condition that we retreat to the old border,
For that we would have to go back to the lines as they existed on
June 4; then Nasser would be prepared to proclaim an end to belliger=-
ency, to free navigation through the Straits of Tiran to Eilat; perhaps
he might even promise something in regard to the Suez Canal. If
we were prepared to return to the previous line - we would to a large
extent solve the Egyptian matter.

PRAERSERENIRY

Q: And you are not in favor of that?
A: I am definitely against it!

Q: But why? You have said that Abdul Nasser, with the support of
the Russians, will not want to put up with our sitting along the Suez
Canal, and that this non-acquiescence will necessarily lead to another
struggle, apparently a military ene, If it is possible to reach a set-
tlernent with Abdul Nasser - '"to solve the Egyptian matter! - as you

UNCLASSIFIED . '
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have said, by retreat, why not retreat?

A: The old border, to which Nasser wants us to retreat, is, from
our point of view, not a secure border. This has been proved by
two wars in which we were forced to fight against the Egyptians
since 1956; the Straits of Tiran are essential (vital) for us, and we
cannot abandon them and leave them in the hands of the Egyptians,
or rely on the U,N, Forces to guard them,

I want a settlement with Nasser, a.settlement with a secure border,
that will guarantee our freedom of shipping to Eilat; a settlement
regarding Israeli shipping through the Suez Canal, because we got |,
there and now we can say: '""You want us to retreat - (O,K.) let us
have passage for our ships!"

Q: If the Egyptians do not agree (to that) now, you prefer that we
remain (sitting) on the spot where we are? -

A: Yes, without such an arrangement (settlement as mentioned
above) we must not make any concessions, )

Q: Aren't you considefing that it might be more desirable for the
U.S. that the Suez Canal should remain blocked rather than that it

should be a Russian waterway?

A: Perhaps. Idon't know. Anyhow, the political moves that have

to be made now have no direct connection with that question. From
our point of view, I think that we must try to come to an agreenient
with the Americans as far as possible. ] am in favor of it, that we
should regard as a policy desirable for us the consolidation of the

U.S. stand in the Middle East. We shall not profit by it in any way

if the Americans lose their influence in Jordan, Instcad of American :

aircraft and military miissions there will be (in Jordan) Soviet air-
craft and military missions.. For us that is very imiportant: Whether

there are Americans or Russians in Jordan, I believe that there is
cause for apprehension there, ,

I think that to the extent that there is a connection with forcign powers
there, we shall try as far as possible, and we shall be interested in
it, that it should not be the Soviet Union that will inherit all the
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influence in the Middle East, but that, if possible, it should be the
U.. S' k

Q: And suppose that Hussein, who is subject to Western influence,
should want to reach a settlement with us, aren't you in favor of it?

A: Definitely yes; however, we are dbl’iged to do two things: The
first thing that we have to do now is to reach, as far as possible,
an understanding with the U.S., to strengthen their hand and make
them stay in the Middle East, ‘ '

Q: Does that depend on us?

A: It does not depend on us, but it is desirable for us. Another thing
which we intend to do ~ to do some serious thinking about the entire

- complex of our relations with the West Bank and the Kingdom of

Jordan, That is a very complicated matter, First of all, I don't see
that we have been offered a final settlement now,. . I think that any
presentation of the question ~ not the question you have asked - but

a question as a guide to our final policy, is unrealistic. No one
proposes peace to us, Therefore we have to decide now on an interim
policy, not on a final policy. R o ‘

Q: What ought the interim policy to be?

A: It is two-fold, (1) Not to get involved unneceésarily with the popu-
lation in the occupied territories, (2) To hold on to a security line,

I am not in favor of the IDF being in Nablus, but of the IDF being on
the ridges outside Nablus, We don’t have to get engaged (involved)
with the Arabs of Nablus, the town of Nablus, but to sit in the hills to
prevent the passing of tanks from Iraq or Jordan to the West Bank,
That's what must be done there. Not to govern the Arab population,
but to govern the topography, to guard Israel, And that goes both for
the short range as well as for the long range.

Q: Is it possible to be present, from a military viewpoint, without
lgetting involved", without governing the population?

A: Is that a mirage? I believe what I see. I see that it works. In
the Armistice Agreements of 1948, when we fixed the lines, we wanted
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to erect a barrier between Israel'and Jordan, so that one could not
cross from one side to the other. This time I said to myself that
we are going to do the opposxt' not shut off lines, but lines that
would make possible contact between the three territories: the
West Bank, Israel and Jordan., To the extent that the matter does
not harm our security, we shall try to treat Jordan like a neighbor=
ing country in peace time, What is the result? The West Bank
serves us, to a certain extent, as a medium for our contacts with
the Arab world, and occasionally a very important medium. The
inhabitants of the West Bank are important as a factor to prevent
Fatah from waging war., They are'trying to 'pérsuade Hussein to

seek ways and means for peace, not war, with Israel, They do not

sing our praise; they say that we are despotic rulers and that they
would rejoice if the earth would 'swallow us. But the conclusion

from that is that if the Arab armies came to liberate them, not a soul
would remain alive in their settlements. ""They would destroy
Nablus. The Jews would destroy everything! Thank you very much,
but please don't come to rescue us! You don't know those Jews,
What they really want is that ancther war should start so that they
could chase us out. "

The residents of the West Bank are sending missions to Hussein,
They tell him that, in fact, the Jews are encouraging El Fatah. Fatah
has killed in the course of time a smiall number of Jews, but the
Israelis are meanwhile destroying houses and are causing the Arabs
to flee. "The Israelis are destroying our huts in the Jordan Valley
and you give them the pretext to.do so.! This is an example =
perhaps not very pleasant in its motivation, but important in its
conclusions. An example for contact between Jordan and the West
Bank, and how it influences Hussein to prevent Fatah activities, Now
they want to go to the Arab summit conference in Rabat and taik to
the Arab politicians to find ways and means to make peace, not war,
with Israel,

Another example, which outlines the task of the West Bank at 'present,
is in the economic sphere. Jordan announces that whoever introduces
Israeli goods into Jordan will be punished, but she does permit West
Bank goods to be brought over., Altogether - and not to a small

extent thanks to the contact between the West Bank and Jordan -
peaceful living conditions prevail on the West Bank,
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security. Secondly, we must have relations of pcace with the partner,
whoever he may be, whether Hussein or the Arabs of Palestine,
Moreover, the peace treaty must contain two elements:

(I) The scttlement of refugees. This is a massive part of the
peace., (2) The right of religious worship and access of the two peo~
ples to the places which have for them an historical meaning. As is
customary today, for instance, in Hebron - even without the establish-
ment of a Yeshivah in Hebron Jews can visit the Tomb of the Patri~
archs. Connection means the right to visit, not necessarily a
"Kushan' (certificate of land ownership). In the peace treaty it will
be stipulated that the Jews and the Arabs will be able to express their
historical affiliation to the holy places (places holy in their eyes).

To visit, to pray - yes. - but not ownership. We don't have to buy .
again the Tomb of the Patriarchs, and the Western Wall which Harod
built. I don't accept the Waqf's claxm of ownership over it.

Q: Ought we to encourage the Arabs to get orgamzed over and beyond
(the level of) municipalities?

S5+ s Kbt o s i s e 8 o n e m

A: Not today. Today I am s'peaking only about a temporary matter,
Q: A temporary matter which might last a long time?

A: Possibly; anyhow, we must be prepared that this situation might
last for a long time. Years. In the meantime they travel to Jordan
and they come back and they work where they like. They have Jor-
danian passports, they send their students to Beirut, they are part

, ’ of the Arab world, Today the majority of them regard King Hussein
g : as their King. o
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Q: If so, was it necessary to expel Anton Atallah?

8 A: We did not expel hini. We told him that we shall not let him return.
i This is an important point. There is a difference between a situation
' as it cxists today and one in which we would recognize that the West
Bank is a Jordanian province. That - no! Iwould not agree to it,
that in a fluid interim situation our behavior should be interpreted to
the effect that the West Bank is a Palestinian State or that it is part
of Jordan. Therefore I am not in favor of institutions on a hlgher than
mum.c:lpal level. '

If an Arab, who'is a resident of;Jerusalem, goes to Jordan, goes to
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the Senate, and get sworn in as a Senator there, he gannot be a
Jerusalem citizen, If that Arad had come and talked to me first

about it, I would have told him: "Don't do that!" To others I say:
"Look here, matters have not yet been solved." Don't put us in a
position which has an extreme political implication. We have

annexed Jerusalem, and you go and swear allegiance to Hussein! As
if you were representing Jerusaldm in the Jordanian Senate.' A
situation must not be created in which we quasi recognize Hussein's
right to the West Bank; however, they ought to be allowed to live

their own lives, as Arabs - not necessarily as Jordanians; as indi=-
viduals. As an Arab public, towns, villages, religious courts, an
Arab educational network (within the framework of our educational
Ministry) etc. But not to try to cut them off from the Arab world.

I have learned during the last twenty years that this is the key problem,
(Most important point.) Even if we let them pray the way they want to,
and if they are given work -~ even then, what will oppress them will

be "What are you doing to a part of the Arab people? We are part of
the Arab world, " ‘ ‘

Q: In the picture you have just painted (surveyed) are there at all any
unknown factors? ‘

A: Most of the things are unknown, For instance, one of the things

"I don't know - though I am optimistic about it - the extent of difficul-

ties and pressure to which Nasser is exposed, It is quite possible

that he is in a position which is much more grave than we think, I

hope that he is very much in need of a settlement, because this situa-
tion is too difficult for him., I hope that his situation is very difficult,
economically, internally, and from a military point of view, That
immunity and patronage, that the Russians will administer his affairs
for him - it is rather doubtful whether he is enjoying that state of affairs.
He is in a bad way. Perhaps he might say: Let's come to a settlement

with Israel, if only we could get out of the situation in which we find
ourselves, : ‘ ‘

e s afe e e ok ok
























https://AGREEME:.NT






