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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

Mar_ch 22, 	1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: 	 Complaints of members of the Church 
of Christ that they are being denied 
religious freedom in Greece 

In my memorandum of December 23, 1964 regarding 
efforts of the Church of Christ to obtain a license for 
worship in Greece, I informed you ' that an appeal had 
been filed requesting the Greek Council of State to 
reverse the unfavorable decision of the Ministry of 
National Education and Religious Affairs. 

The Embassy has now learned that the hearing on the 
appeal, which had been scheduled for March 9, 1965, has 
been postponed until October 5, at the request of the 
Ministry. 

You will be informed of further significant develop" 
ments in this case as they occur. 

--
Benjam·r Executi 
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THIS MATERIAL CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECT­
ING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES 
WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, 
TITLE 18, USC, SECTIONS 793 AND 794, THE TRANSMIS­
SION OR REVELATION OF WHICH IN ANY MANNER TO 
AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW. 

DISSEMINATION CONTROLS 

This document f,v\UST NOT BE RELEASED TO fOREIGN 
GOVERNMENTS., If marked with spedfic dissemination 
controls in accordance with the provisions of DCI D 1/7, 
the document must be handled within the framework of 
the Iimitation so imposed. 
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PAPANDREOU'S FIRST YEAR AS PREMIER OF GREECE 

The first yea.r in off ice of the centrist gov­
ernment of George Pa.pa.ndreou ha.s produced marked 
changes in Greece's political, economic, a.nd for­
eign policy outlook. In the midst of the chronic 
abusive infighting tha.t characterizes Greek poli­
tics, some extreme leftist elements have taken 
advantage of the government's tolerance of dis­
sent a.nd become more active. Papa.ndreou's social 
welfare and wage support programs ha.ve added to 
inflationary pressures. The Cyprus dispute ha.s 
destroyed Greece's close military ties with Tur­
key, and emotional reaction to a.ny unfavorable de­
velopments there could upset present political 
patterns. Uncertainty also surrounds the tenure 
of a.nd succession to the 77-year-old Pa.pandreou. 

The Center Union Government 

The Center Union achieved 
its present mandate in February 
1964 largely because of Papan­
dreou 's talent as an orator and 
the popular desire for a. change. 
He wa.s well known as the pre­
mier of a. wartime government in 
1944, and had participated in 
several coalition cabinets in 
the early postwar yea.rs. His 
fortunes were in eclipse while 
Constantine Kara.manlis' right­
of-center governments held of­
fice from 1955 to 1963, but 
Papandreou's gift of spellbind­
ing oratory helped the Center 
Union take advantage of Karaman­
lis' difficulties and turn the 
political tables. The Center 
Union won a. plurality of parli­
mentary seats in the elections 
of November 1963; two months 
later the party won 53 percent 
of the popular vote and 171 of 
300 sea.ts--a landslide in Greek 
politics. 

The Center Union is a me­
lange of formerly separate po­
1 itical organizations whose mem­
bers represent nearly the entire 
Greek political spectrum from 
disgruntled former deputies of 
right-wing parties to one-time 
collaborators with the Communists. 
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PARTY STRENGTHS IN THE GREEK PARLIAMENT 
( PERCENTAGES SHOW SHARE OF POPULAR VOTE IN FEBRUARY 1964 ELECTION ) 

/~
I FORMED 

I COALITION 
I FOR 1964 ELECTION 

/ 35.3% 

NATIONAL 
RADICAL 
UNION 
(ERE) 

99 SEATSUNITED 

DEMOCRATIC 


LEFT 

(EDA) 

11.8% 


22 SEATS 


TOTAL 
300 SEATS 

Its ideological mainstream fol­
lows the slightly left-of-cen­
ter, liberal, and frequently re­
publican tradition in Greece. 
Although Papandreou has been in 
undisputed control of the party 
since the death of party co-
f ounder Sophocles Venizelos 
just before last year's elec­
tions, bitter factionalism is 
never far below the surface. 

The Center Union rode the 
wave of a growing popular de­
mand for greater personal free­
dom and social justice and for 
the relaxation of repressive 
measures designed to restrict 
Communism. Papandreou treat~ 
Communism as a social problem 
which can be defeated by elimi­
nating those conditions which 
nourish its growth. At the ex­
pense of security forces' mo­
rale, he has released several 
hundred "political" prisoners 
serving terms for crimes com­
mitted during the Communist up­
rising, has restricted police 
activity against extreme left­
ists, and has dropped the re­
quirement for loyalty certifi­
cate~ except for members of the 
armed forces and public serv­
ices. He has permitted left­
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ist demonstrations and "peace 
marches" such as Kara.ma.nlis never 
countenanced. 

The Center Union government 
has also sought to deal with the 
more basic ca.uses of economic 
discontent by redistributing in­
come to the benefit of the farmer 
and the urban worker. Greece's 
underdeveloped economy suffers 
from a lack of natural resources, 
and agricultural underemployment 
characterizes rural Greece. Be­
cause of the wide divergence in 
income and job. opportunities be­
tween rural and urban popula­
tions, young people are contin­
ually moving to the cities or 
emigrating to Western Europe in 
search of work. The government 
has enacted large agricultural 
subsidies and promoted substan­
tial wage increases for indus­
trial workers. Papa.ndreou has 
also taken steps to modernize 
and expand education. 

Succession Issue 

The foremost element of 
instabiliti in the Center Union 
government is uncertainty as to 
how long the septuagenarian pre­
mier will remain at the head of 
his party and government. Papan­
dreou appears to be in good 
health but, in view of his ad­
vanced age, a struggle for suc­
cession has been under way ever 
since his government was foimed. 

At first glance, the most 
obvious possibility is ' the pre­
mier's son, Andreas Papandreou. 
A distinguished economist and 
a. US citizen for 20 years, 
Andreas re turned from California 

-;SECRET ­
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at his father's urging to run 
in the 1964 elections. On win­
ning an impressive victory, he 
was brought into the cabinet 
as minister to the prime minis­
ter. He was subsequently trans­
ferred to the post of alternate 
minister of coordination, pre­
sumably to take a.dva.ntage of 
his economic talents, but last 
November resigned in the face 
of opposition charges of cor­
ruption. Ev~n outside the cab­
inet Andreas Papandreou remains 
a powerful influence on his 
father, who may soon bring him 
back into the government. 

At least in foreign policy, 
Andreas Papandreou exerts a 
leftist influence. He has been 
highly critical of US policy 
regarding Cyprus, and has made 
no attempt to deny reports that 
Washington was responsible for 
forcing his resignation. As a 
former US citizen he may be 
overcompensating for his vulner­
ability to charges of being 
pro-American. He is rumored 
to be contemplating offers to 
take over eventual leadership 
of a political grouping to be 
created from among members of 
the Center Union's left wing 
and the Communist-front United 
Democra.tic Left. 

Andreas Pa.pandreou's major 
rival for Center Union leader­
ship is the able and dynamic 
finance minister, Constantine 
Mitsotakis. Mitsotakis has 
demonstrated astute political 
acumen in his present position, 
performing his job competently, 
permitting no scandals in the 
ministry, and carefully avoid­

ing intrusion in the affairs 
of other ministries. He has 
demonstrated loyalty to the 
elder Papandreou and has thus 
far refused to give encourage­
ment to those elements in the 
right-wing opposition who are 
seeking a realignment of politi ­
cal parties. His weaknesses 
appear to be his arrogance and 
unknown political strength be­
yond his home island of Crete. 
Mitsotakis enjoys the support 
of the Athens daily Eleftheria, 
which is one of the most influ­
ential journa.ls in Greece. 

The Army and the Palace 

So far, Pa.pa.ndreou ha.s done 
relatively well in managing re­
lations wit~ two major independ­
ent power centers in Greek poli ­
tics, the army and the pa.lace, 
which traditionally favor strongly 
anti-Communist, rightist govern­
ments. 
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Senior military leaders 
closely identified Wi--t!t the 
Karamanlis regime were quickly 
purged when Papandreou took of­
fice, but those remaining in 
high position are believed to 
be only slightly less conserva­
tive. Papandreou's defense min­
ister comes from the Center Un­
ion's right wing, and appears 
to be generally acceptable to 
his military subordinates. Ru­
mors of coup plotting within 
the army, which were widely cir­
culated before the Center Union 
came to power, have disappeared 
in recent months. 

Papandreou has also main­
tained at least proper, and pub­
licly cordial, relations with 
the palace. Young King Constan­
tine is said to be unhappy with 
some of the government's poli­
cies, but the prime minister's 
current popularity is sufficient 
to discourage the pa.lace from 
any attempt to replace him. 

Atta.ck F~om the Right 

Papa.ndreou is facing an 
increasing barrage of assaults 
from the only ma.jar non-Commu­
nist opposition party, the right­
of-center National Radical Un­
ion (ERE) created by Ka.rama.nlis 
nine yea.rs a.go. The current 
party leader, Pana.giotis Kanel­
lopoulos, is a scholarly but 
rather colorless figure who has 
held the party together, but 
failed to inspire his followers. 
Many are hoping for the early 
return of Ka.rama.nlis from his 
self-imposed exile in Paris, 
although this appears unlikely 
at present. 

The passage la.st month 
of an EDA-sponsored bill to in­
vestigate alleged illegal ac­
tions of Karamanlis and two of 
his colleagues when they were 
in off ice has raised the tempo 
of the political warfare. Kanel­
lopoulos has called for creation 
of a center-right coalition gov­
ernment. Pa.pandreou has re- . 
sponded by charging that in 1959 
the Karama.nlis government used 
police measures to ensure re~ 
election of ERE. Kanellopoulos 
followed by calling for Papan­
dreou 's resignation "lest there 
be bloody developments," and 
the premier publicly labeled 
the ERE a "fascist" organiza.­
tion. 

The rapidly mounting ten­
sion between the two parties 
apppears to have served Papan­
dreou 's purpose of making any 
coalition between ERE and dis­
sident Center Union deputies 
a virtual impossibility in the 
near future. ERE also does not 
want to press issues to the ex­
tent of provoking elections, 
for all evidence points to the 
continued popularity of the 
Center Union. 

Leftists and Communists 

High on the ERE list of 
charges against the government 
is that it has been "soft on 
Communism." 

The Communist Party it­
self is still outlawed and its 
leaders and many of its members 
are in exile in the Soviet bloc. 
The government has rejected _de­
mands to legalize the party ~nd 
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permit mass repatriation of the 
exiles. Nevertheless, the gov­
ernment's relaxation of other 
ant i-Communist measures h a s led 
to some increased activity b y 
the ext reme left. 

On the political scene 
Greek Communism operates th r ough 
the United Democratic Lef t (EDA) 
party, which holds 22 seats in 
parl iament on the basis of 12 
percent of the popular vote . 
The EDA remains isolated, h ow­
ever . It has failed t o make 
headway toward forming a common 
front with the Center Un ion, is 
being s u bjected to increasing 
verbal a t tack by the prime min­
ister , and, like the two major 
part ies, suffers from internal 
fac ti onalism. 

EDA, however, has made the 
most of the new freedom of ac­
tion which it enjoys unde r Papan­
dreou. New EDA cells and front 
orga n izations have been estab­
lishe d throughout Greece. EDA 

has been particularly success­
ful in rapidly expanding the 
30,000-member Lambrakis Youth 
Organization, named after a left­
wing deputy killed under suspi­
cious circumstances when Kara.man­
lis was in power. In addition, 
the largest organization of uni­
versity students in Greece came 
under Communist control in 1964. 

While rejecting EDA bids 
for cooperation, Papandreou 
faces the continuing problem of 
keeping the Center Union's own 
left wing in harness. Shortly 
after last year's elections, 32 
deputies refused to vote for 
parliamentary officers because 
the left wing had received short 
shift, and Papandreou temporarily 
expelled two of the factions' 
leaders. This past January he 
attempted to heal the breach by 
bringing into the cabinet one 
o f these two leaders, a former 
Communist collaborator, as min­
ister of interior. 

Papandreou's handling of 
this cabinet chang~ illustrates 
his approach to the leftist prob­
lem . Before making the appoint­
ment he removed all significant 
security functions f rom the In­
terior Ministry. When a new 
labor law permitted leftists to 
gain controlling positions in 
the country's largest labor fed­
eration, the minister of labor, 
with an assist from the courts, 
managed to return the organiza­
tion to nationalist control. 
Papandreou has attempted--without 
much success thus far--to counter 
the growth of the Lambrakis Youth 
Organization by starting his own 

' Ce n t er Union Youth Movement. He 
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has refused to outlaw the Lam­
brakis Youth Organization, leav­
ing it to the courts to act if 
the organization violates exist­
ing laws. 

Economic Problems 

The Communists' greatest 
opportunity probably lies in 
exploiting Greece's unresolved 
economic problems. The EDA con­
stantly attempts to increase 
discontent with the status quo 
by demanding extravagant reforms. 
Government economists warn, how­
ever, that inflationary pres­
sures may get out of hand unless 
agricultural subsidies a.nd wages 
are held in line. So far, Papan­
dreou has been unwilling to 
risk the political consequences 
of doing so, while at the same 
time resisting the EDA's extreme 
demands. 

His domestic economic poli­
cies a.re considered largely re­
sponsible for the loss of for­
eign assets which is ca.using 
growing concern throughout the 
business community. Although 
official figures for 1964 have 
not yet been issued, it is gen­
erally accepted that foreign 
assets fell by $50 million last 
year--the first decline in six 
years. This was largely attrib­
utable to a failure of capital 
inflow and invisible earnings, 
notably tourism, to rise during 
a year when the country's for­
eign trade deficit jumped by 
more than $100 million. Another 
yea.r like 1964 would virtually 
exhaust Greek foreign reserves, 
which now stand at $60 million. 

Prospects for improvement 
are poor. Potential foreign 
investors appear increasingly 
skeptical over the attractive­
ness of Greece, partly because 
of · administrative obstacles. 
With the government apparently 
in no mood to dampen domestic 
demand for goods by reversing 
its wage and subsidy p·rogram; 
imports are likely to continue 
growing. 

Turkey and Cyprus 

The problem of Cyprus and 
its ramifications remains the 
most intractable problem facing 
Papandreou. It has not yet had 
any significant domestic impact 
beyond providing another subject 
for attack and counterattack 
among political enemies, but un­
settling international effects 
may have far-reaching consequences 
in Greece. 

Since early in the crisis 
the Papandreou government has 
consistently demanded '~nfettered 
independence and self-determina­
tion" for Cyprus--the latter 
term being equated with union 
with Greece. Papandreou has 
countered attacks on his failure 
to make progress toward this 
goal with reminders that the un­
popular London-Zurich agreements 
of 1959 were negotiated by 
Ka.ramanlis. 

Privately, Greek officials 
have indicated a willingness 
to move toward any solution 
which can be sold to Archbishop 
Makarios. There is evidence 
that Athens has tried to restrain 
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the Greek Cypriots on several 
recent occasions. An estimated 
10,000-13,000 Greek troops are 
on the island, not only to as­
sist the Cypriots against pos­
sible Turkish invasion, but ap­
parently also to ensure that 
Athens retains some control over 
military events there. Gener­
ally, however, Papandreou ap­
pears to have been unwilling 
to engage Makarios in a direct 
confrontation over the Arch­
bishop's frequent exercises in 
brinkmanship. Papandreou evi­
dently felt that the record re­
quired him recently to assert 
that "the capital of Hellenism 
is in Athens, not Nicosia." 

By reviving the deep his­
toric animosities, the dispute 
has virtually ended political 
and military cooperation between 
Greece and Turkey. The Turks 
have tried to force the depar­
ture of Greek citizens long 
resident in Istanbul. Even 
joint planning for defensive 
purposes in the NATO context 
is next to impossible. 

Most ominous, however, has 
been the tendency in Athens, as 
in Ankara, to look to Moscow 
for diploma.tic support. Prior 
to the adjournment of the UN 
General Assembly last month 
Pa.pandreou's policy was based 

* * 

on seeking a favorable solution 
through the UN, and Soviet back­
ing there was considered essen­
tial. Athens' emotional reac­
tion to Moscow's seeming switch 
to the Turkish-favored "federal" 
solution last December revealed 
the extent to which this support 
had come to be counted on. De­
spite this flirtation and dis­
satisfaction with US and UK pol­
icy, however, the Papandreou 
government has not altered 
Greece's basic pro-Western orien­
ta.tion. 

Outlook 

Given the present instabil­
ity of the Center Union, a dis­
aster on Cyprus could completely 
upset the existing pattern of 
Greek politics. Papandreou's 
failure to make steady progress 
toward a clear economic goal 
leaves him vulnerable to a major 
defeat on such an emotional is­
sue, despite his current personal 
popularity. His death or seri­
ous illness before the succes­
sion question is resolved also 
could lead to the break-up of 
the Center Union and to a rever­
sion to government by successive 
unstable coalitions as during 
the immediate postwar period, 
which would allow the Communists 
to break out of their present 
isolation. '"i-SECRET)­
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE f . I~ 

WASHINGTON 	 ~ r 

MEMORANDUM .FOR. MR. _McC&ORGE. BUNDY 
. - TH! 	'WHITE HOUSE 

$.ubject: 	 the Leader of . the chief oppodt1on 

party in Greece ·sends an art book 

to the Preddent 


At the request of the author·, . the Atneriea.n ~bassy at 
Athen~ "ltaa fo.~arded Athens, . an at-t ·book by Mr, .Panayotts 
Kanell"opoulos •. _for transmittal to' the White Hou·se. 'the 
title page·_of .the book ,bears . 'th.e inscription: "For the 
President of the United Statea· of Atilertctt and ·.Hts. t)'ndon
Johnson· with my beat wishes· for thEJ New Year. Panayotts 
Kilne_l_l,opoulos, Athens, Dee.- ts. 1.964''. The paekage
containing the book is enclosed. 

Mr. t<anellopoulos ta parliamentary leader of the 
National ~df.caJ Union '(£RE), the. chief oppoatt-ton pt\rty 
in Greeee. 

Th~ Department has sent ti brief lett_er of acknowledgment 
on behalf .of,· the Prestrlent and Mrs. John$on. 

/JU le_W. Dav~1 

i~< 
Benjtnnin H. Read 

Bxe~utt.ve Secretary 

enclosure: 

BOQk. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

/ 

MEMORANDUM FOl\ Ma. McGEOltGB BUNJ>Y 
TU WlllTB HOUSE 

Subject: 60th Anniversary Year • American r ·arm 
School in 'tltessa1ontki, Greece: 
Suggested hesidential Message 

The .Am.a.rt.can Form School in Thessaloniki• the oldest and 
best-known Amtirican..sponsored school f.n Greece, has designated 
the Academic Year 1964-65 as its 60th Anniversary Year, to be 
inaugurated by a banquet to be held in New York on December 29, 
1~64. Mr. Alexander W. Allport, Vice President of the school, 
bQs t•equested -a Presidential message for inclusion in a· press 
release same time prior to the banquet. 

The Preaid~nt and Mrs. Johnson visited the American Farm 
Sehool in September 1962. at _which time the President presented 
a tractor and a lathe to the school. The President met the 
Ub•ector of the school, Mr. Bruce Lansdale, during the vbit. 
We under$tand that Mrs. Johnson has agreed to serve as a member 
of the ·60th Anniversary Sponsoring Committee. 

We recormnend that the President aend a message. We have 
accordingly supplf.ed a suggested dtaf t for transmittal to 
Mr. Allport at the Office of the trustees, The American Farm 
School, 36 East 61at Street, New York, New Yotk, 10021. 

-,,,, tf&rbert Gordon 

Benjamln~ad
Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Suggested Presidential message. 

http:supplf.ed
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A• th• Alo:rUaa hfli School '.be;tae to ee1•-ttttt 114 60'.lth MalV.~· 

•rt• alt Who~· _p4 a4m.r• the. ac:l.l:ool • ._.. ~ tmrptred •1 lbs. long 

ir~rd t-! •4*l.,,..-t. H:t .tat.t tO tbe •eb•1 :ta le~· lNJ wlth 
I 	 ,. ' , .' . • • 

Het • 	.JohUoa w1 a ,btghlf.ght of.w.~ vtalt to Gtee•'• 

·ae. eC\IUtt.a ad tr1la&g •f real JOQt1i io,h.- otllctcm.t 
·, 

f4l'MtA, ebh to coatd)ute to the ~an•• of Ct-e-.ea. ktD &.y thel't 

work al'l\f tt\ttr ...,ht ;o thoi't' ttel.sh1H>n. -.t:f.!lU.es to k a ••t 
imp~nrtaat \fQfSL\ tll a~·;· ·~t· for htlbu U.v • .•tf.fdatt.s. 

De A#4rlC411l F41'lfl.. :i~l hi• pt~• lodlOg· ~r:: ·. tn' 'ftlrat e~ncattoa 
.... ' -. . •.. . 	 '.. ~ - , . ' 4 ,-" ~ • 

in oreece. It ha• .he11*f GntC. .arutl7* •ut it us aho kelped our 

mm ewatiT• n. 1tl1Ml ha• kc..,. oae of th• •tr•s b<mda oi ft"lend­

•htp·\ltt1Ja\Q Cite Aai-l~a . aild Cretk pop!•• •*" ha$ d~stfatd to 

utJ. !low:·•ett .t.a·tutd pe0f1• un cto ,.•.,, ·•atr·Ji•~u are ·to t\.e t;cask. 

ft• .a.rtcaa .ram·Schffi ·•• atartel n • ""Y lkkf••t.•ut• 1J1 

DI". ltba llnt'J !Qua•• n4 ~tna .._. ~•1' ·• 'Phl• ~:re • ••-bt'ngbt 

•P •• -• fora t• ·'1Ulctt11 •4e .'to 1.-1 et ._._ l~ -I• • plan Whortt 

_. .tlU I~ t41lM•1• add.e.vo grqt tt-•oll• t~gl\ ~un4•~1tandlns of 

tlMt· fen\ hya tb•r teach .aM tltrouah lne of G~oe, the.....tr1 ii* 

vhlo the1 work.. IQ~ ceatr1 •• ~ ,Ju.etlJ pr.U of ••h ··-..end of thek 

acbl•v~tt. 

http:add.e.vo
http:t:f.!lU.es
http:Ct-e-.ea
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FOR RELEASE AT 12 NOON Sept: m t r 8, 1964 !1 
T 7 ~ Office of the White House PreH Secretary 

THE VlHITE HOUSE 

UNITED STATES DELEGATION TO THE WEDDING OF 
HIS MAJESTY KING CONSTANTINE OF GREECE 

AND 
PRINCESS ANNE-MARIE OF DENMARK 

A-THENS, GREECE, SEPTEMBER 18, 1964 

The President has designated Mr. William G. Helie, Jr. , of lotiisiana, and 

his daughter Miss Lynda Bird Johnson to be his personal representatives at 

the wedding of His Majesty King Constantine of Greece and Princess Anne­

lVIarie of Denmark. Ambassador and Mrs. Angie.r Biddle Duke, Chief of 

Protocol, will accompany Mr. Helis and Miss Johnson. Miss Cassandra 

Hells, :daughter of Mr. Helie, will also be included in the delegation. 

The group plans to leave New York Sunday evening, September 13 and arrive 

in Athens Monday afternoon, September 14, 1964. 

# I# I# I# 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 5, 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Cables fe:' Greec~·-
-~-----···· · -..--

The attached cables from Athens may be of 
some interest. The first is an answer from 
King Constantine to your last letter, and 
the second is a longer interview between 
Labouisse and the King. 

All this is for information only. Currently 
we hope to have Aches on in for the regular 
Tuesday lunch, unless you disapprove. 

A,J. '\ ~ 
McG. B . 

.J.// j ) L / .,, /7 

~t~( ~~~ 
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August 12, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR MRo McGEORGE BUNDY 

THE WHITE HOUSE 


Subject: 	 Greek Royal Marriage ­
Suggested Attendance of 

Miss Lynda Bird Johnson 


My memorandum to you of July 17, 1964, recom- ""Y-1 
mending that a Presidential representa ive attend ~ ? 
the wedding of young King Constantine and Princess 
Anne-Marie of Denmark, included a list of names 
from which a representative might be chosen. 

I wish to reconnnend that Miss Lynda Bird 
Johnson's name be added to that list. Miss Johnson's 
attendance would create a very favorable impression 
in Greece and would redound to our advantage in our 
relations with that country. 

1•..Ju Benjamin H. Read 

r ; xecutive Secretary 




COMFlf1EHTIAL ­

3une 25, 1964 

MEMOB.ANDUM FOR 

THROUGH.: Mr. Valentl 

SUBJECT: Appointment on Thursday, June 25 
at 5:45 P.M•. 

1. At 5:4S P.M. you are scheduled to meet !or 
two minutes wlth three -of your .Ambassadors -­
.Ambassador Blair (PhWpplnee), Ambassador 
Hare (Turkey). and.Ambassador Labo·u.iase (Greece). 
Mike Forreatal will ente·rtaln the three visitors in 
the Cabinet Room until Jack Valenti can escort you 
ln at, or a little alter 5:45 P.M. The routine for 
you ls the uaual one -- a greeting and an individual 
picture with each Ambassador. 

2. Some brief biogr·aphic data on the three Ambas­
sadors is attached. 

McO... B. 

GONFIDRlTIAL 

DECLJ\......-IFIED 
E.O. 12:53, ::cc. 3.5 

t A{)) 11-:,on:;, s~ ' t·:. T · ' ~ : ,;,J~!i es 
By ~ ,1 1.. ..r .. ,D.:: · ._!~,·~~-



DEPARTMENT OF STATE:. 
WASHINGTON 

S/S 9303 

June 24, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR MRo McGEORGE BUNDY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: 	 Appointments for American 
Ambassadors to meet the 
President 

In response to arrangements made with Mr. Gordon 
Chase, the following American Ambassadors will be 
at the White House at 5:40 pom., June 25 for a brief 
chat and photographs: 

Ambassador Blair, Jr. (Philippines) 

Ambassador Hare (Turkey) 

Ambassador Labouisse (Greece) 


The President has recently met all three of these 
Ambassadors in c·onnection with the visits of Prime 
Minister Krag of Denmark and the Prime Ministers of 
Greece and Turkey. 

Short biographic summaries of the individuals 
listed above appear on the enclosed sheet. 

~I .. 
Benjamin H. Read 

Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Biographic summaries. 



WILLIAM McCORMICK BLAIR, JR. - Ambassador 
to the Philippines 

Ambassador Blair, prior to his appointment as Ambassador 
to the Philippines, served as Ambassador to Denmark. A 

, lawyer, he was previously closely associated with Governor 
Stevenson for a numper of years. He is married to the former 
Catherine Gerlach and has a twenty-two month old son, William, 
IIIo He plans to leave for Manila the early part of July. 

RAYMOND HARE - Ambassador to Turkey 

Ambassador · Raymond Hare, a career foreign service offic~r 
since 1927, has seen service in many important posts abroad, 
including Cairo, Tehran, Beirut anµ his current assignment 
in Ankara, and in the Department, where he last served as 
Deputy Under Secretary of State for Po'litical Affairs in 
1960-61. A few weeks ago he was given the Department's 
Distinguished Honor Award in recognition of his significant 
contribution to the understanding of the Middle East and to 
the advancement of United States policies in that complex 
part of the world. 

HENRY R. LABOUISSE - Ambassador to Greece 

Ambassador Labo.uisse served as Director of the Inter­
national Cooperation Administration {ICA) and headed the 
Task Force to prepare and present to Congress the new Foreign 
Economic Aid Program. Upon the termination of ICA and its 
transfer tothe Agency for International Development he was 
appointed Ambassador to Greece. He also served as Director 
of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugeeso He is married to the former Eve Curie. 



. THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 24, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR GWEN KING 

SUBJECT: Appointment with the President - June 25 at 5: 45 P. M. 

1. The President is now scheduled to meet briefly, for a handshake 
and a picture, with William Blair (Philippines), Raymond Hare 
(Turkey), and Henry Labouis se (Greece) in the Cabinet Room on 
June 25 at 5: ,45 P. M. 

2. I wonder if you would help us out on the following points: 

(a) Would you reserve the Cabinet Room fur the meeting and 
inform State?. · 

(b) Since the meeting is off the record, would you tell State to 
have the Ambassadors enter and leave the White House via the 
West Basement? The Ambassadors should be in the Cabinet 
Room by 5:40 P.M. 

(c) Would you ask Cecil Stoughton or Dan Lewis to be on hand 
in the Cabinet Room at 5:40 to take individual pictures of each 
Ambassador with the President. 

3. Mike Forrestal will be the NSC man in the Cabinet Room. 

4. · Please let me know if you have any problems with this memo. 

Gordon Chase 

cc: 	 Mr. Forrestal 

Capt. Stoughton 

Mr. Reedy 


CONFID'.E:N I !AL ­

DECLASSIFIBD 

.E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.S 


NSC Memo, 1/30195, State Dept Guidelines. 

- - - ~~~NARA, Date t,, !.i.~·r>J - . 



CENTRA~ INTELLIGENCE AGENCY n 
WASHINGTON 2.5, D. C. U 

21 June 1964 

· .' 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Bromley Smith 
The White House 

SUBJECT: Elias Dimitracopoulos 

In reply to your request to Mr. Heimann, there is 

attached a brief resume of our knowledge of the activities 

of Athens newspaperman Elias Dimiiracopoulos. 

Attachment 

DEO 13526 3.3(b)(1 )>25Yrs 

EO 13526 3.5(c) 

.... ... , ­

SANITIZED 
E.0. 13526, Sec. 3.5 

tJLJ I fl-~C.. 
'&./ U~ ____NARA, Date.-=-0....._- ..._...__ 
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1. Elias Dimitracopoulos has been known to--and a source 

of embarrassment to American circles in Greece since 1950. His 

dossier at the Embassy I~-----~I runs to several hundreds of 

pages. From the material therein, there emerges the picture of 

a man whose chief characteristics are these: 

He is extremely ambitious and goes to any lengths to 

achieve his ends; he is a liar and a boaster. 

He works alone, has no confidants and leads a life 

w~ich in some important respects is a mystery, particularly 

the source of his funds. 

He is extremely clever at name dropping, exploiting 

casual contacts and making the most of his acquaintances. 

He has consistently over ·the years boasted that he has 

a special relationship with the American intelligence 

community and has used this claim as an entree into other 

foreign and Greek circles. 

Although associating freely with Americans and professing 

to like America, his writings have consistently given a false 

impression of America, several times resulting in serious 

problems between the governments of the United States and 

Greece resulting from misunderstandings caused when his 

distortions of statements by American officials provoked a 

strong reaction by the Government of Greece. 

2. One fact stands out in the long relationship between 

Dimitracopoulos and the Americans: although he has ferreted out 

r . --'·: "1, 

SANITIZED D EO 13526 3.3(b)(1 )>25Yrs 
E.O. 13526, Sec. 3.5 

NLJ ! RM t~ -54 
~Y~~~--NARA, Date_o;.._,a,_ _ _ 



.:.t;· .,_, •' '\· .- ..,. 
_l . . ·._, ' ~.- . ' - • J 

a number of interesting pieces of information from various 

Americans, he has never given any part of the United States 

Government any information of value in return. 

Some Highlights from the Record: 

3. November 1950: Decorated by Patriarch of Alexandria 

Christoforos for bravery during resistance operations during the 

German occupation of Greece in World War II, saving the lives of 

seven downed American airmen being specifically mentioned. A 

later investigation showed that he was in a German detention 

camp at the time the airmen were rescued. 

4. December 1950: Dimitracopoulos stated to the head of a 

wartime resistance organization that he was employed by the 

American Embassy's secret service and showed his credentials, one 

of which was allegedly signed by the Chief of the Athens Police. 

On the authority of the Embassy's secret service, Dimitracopoulos 

ordered the head of the resistance organization to have 20 of his 

men at the Piraeus docks the next morning to prevent sabotage to 

arriving Sixth Fleet ships. When the Fleet visit materialized some 

days later, it was clear to the head of the resistance organization 

that no one wanted or needed his help. 

5. August 1952: (Excerpt of letter from Ambassador John 

Puerifoy to the Department) "For example, during the crisis of 

June 1951, he told one and all that he served as a common con­

fidential agent between Papagos and the King. Neither the King 

- 2 · ­
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nor Papagos has ever met Dimitracopoulos ••.. He accused one of 

our senior officers of being a pervert, another of collaborating 

with two EDA officials to wreck American policy in Greece •••• 

had them investigated and the accused were unanimously cleared. 

Dimitracopoulos also claims to have refused a $17,000 a year job 

with CIA to the deep regret of that organization's hierarchy." 

6. July 1957: Dimitracopoulos proposed to an Athens news­

paperman that the man give him three passport-sized pictures so 

that Dimitracopoulos could get an American passport for him. 

"After all," explained Dimitracopoulos, "you can't tell when we 

may need these things," whereupon he took out of his pocket an 

American pas~port made out in his name and showed it to the 

newspaperman. Dimitracopoulos also proposed on the same occasion 

that if the newspaperman would sign the necessary receipts, 

Dimitracopoulos could get him 20,000 drks. ($667.00) from the 

"U.S. Government Secret Service." 

7. November 1957: Dimitracopoulos printed a story in the 

Athens newspaper Kathimerini that NATO was "demanding" missile 

bases in Greece. In addition to being factually wrong, the story 

started a flood of premature public discussions on a sensitive 

subject. Kathimerini's publisher, Eleni Vlachou, demanded to know 

Dimitracopoulos' source for the story. Dimitracopoulos refused to 

name his source and was suspended from the paper for a month. He 

told the American Embassy that Vlachou was changing Kathimerini's 

line to the left and away from its previous pro-NATO, pro-Western 

- 3 ­



orientation on the paper. Kathimerini did not and has not 

changed its pro-Western orientation. Dimitracopoulos never worked 

for Kathimerini again. It is worth noting that the "missile bases" 

story was submitted by Dimitracopoulos in typescript, as are all 

his stories, although he cannot type. Also few members of the 

working press in Athens who know him believe that Dimitracopoulos 

is capable of writing the material he submits. On one occasion in 

1957 when his colleagues on Kathimerini tricked him into sitting 

down and writing a news story in the paper's office, Dimitracopoulos' 

style was markedly different than that of the material he submits 

for publication. 

8. October 1959: Greek intelligence and security officials 

consider Dimitracopoulos as the main channel used by the Yugoslavs 

in Athens to plant unattributable news and propaganda in the Greek 

press. On at least three occasions the Yugoslav Press Attache has 

approached Dimitracopoulos to plant unattributed stories. 

9. March 1960: Dimitracopoulos published the first informa­

tion about NATO-Greek negotiations for the establishment of a 

missile training base in Crete, claiming "Paris NATO officials" as 

his source. An investigation showed that Dimitracopoulos made no 

attempt to see any high NATO officials until several days after 

the story had already appeared in the Greek press. 

10. June 1960: The Greek Central Intelligence Service, 

having definitely established that the private secretary of a 

'i -. ~ '4 ­
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minister of the Greek Government was passing classified information 

to Dimitracopoulos, had this person transferred out of that 

position. 

11. September 1960: A Dimitracopoulos exclusive reported 

maneuvers in the Eastern Mediterranean by some 15 units of the 

Soviet Black Sea Fleet. Prime Minister Karamanlis and the security 

chiefs at Naval Headquarters were shaken to notice how closely 

Dimitracopoulos' story paralleled a secret report on this subject 

disseminated to the Greek military community. 

12. October 1960: Dimitracopoulos sent to the Paris office of 

the Herald Tribune a story that Greece and the United States had 

recently signed a special agreement providing for the storage of 

special weapons on Greek soil. This came several weeks after the 

Greek Government officially denied that any such weapons were based 

in Greece. The Paris Tribune did not use the story. 

13. December 1960: As a result of Dimitracopoulos' publishing 

a NATO document of Italian origin which referred to Northern 

Epirus (i.e. the southern part of Albania, against which Greece 

has territorial claims) as belonging to Albania, Prime Minister 

Karmanlis became enraged at Dimitracopoulos and issued a direct 

order that all Greek officials should consider Dimitracopoulos 

Persona Non Grata. 

14. February 1961: (Cable from Ambassador Briggs to the 

Department) " •.. I have prohibited anyone here from dealing with 

him except through our press officer••.• Record, which is 

·. · .··.A: ..; 

- 5 ­



voluminous, indicates he is dangerous, unscrupulous correspondent 

and should be kept at arms length." 

15. November 1961: The Greek Central Intelligence Service 

acquired proof that an officer in Greek Naval Intelligence Head­

quarters was passing classified information to Dimitracopoulos. 

The man was transferred to a non-sensitive position. 

16. September 1962: On the eve of Vice Preaident Johnson's 

visit to Athens, Dimitracopoulos published interviews with Edward 

Kennedy and Assistant Secretary of State Manning in which non­

committal references to the "Macedonian Question" were made to 

look like official U.S. Government support for the Yugoslav point 

of view in the dispute. While the Vice President was in Greece, 

Opposition leader George Papandreou took the comments from the 

two interviews and escalated them into a long anti-American 

denunciation contained in a major speech. 

17. May 1963: Dimitracopoulos published an article in the 

Greek newspaper Makedonia, based on an interview with General John 

Bowen, Director of the U.S. Military Aid Program. The article 

compromised Greek-U.S. nuclear cooperation and claimed that Bowen 

said the U~S. was not satisfied with the state of the Greek military 

forces. This article was so damaging to U.S.-Greek military 

cooperation that it was picked . up and replayed by the Soviet news 

agency TASS. 

18. October 1963: Following an August 1963 visit to the 

U.S., Dimitracopoulos published a series of articles in the English 
·' '·~ . ---rs 
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language Athens Daily Post. One article, reporting an interview 

with Senator Barry Goldwater, was so slanted as to appear an 

attempt to influence forthcoming Greek elections. Senator 

Goldwater had to issue a clarification of the interview in order 

to set the record straight. A second article in the series, 

reporting an interview with Admiral Arleigh Burke, made it appear 

that the U.S. was highly displeased with the cooperativeness of 

some NATO members. This article was subsequently replayed by 

Radio Moscow. 

19. October 1963: Dimitracopoulos was responsible for 

publishing in the Athens daily Eliftheria a classified Aide 

Memoire from the U.S. Government to the Government of Greece. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

~7 

1 7 ' <O~ 

~(j, ~ 
)l]OiOR.ANl)UM roa Ma. kcCIOJlCB BtJN»Y 

ta: WlllTI UOtJsB . ~ 7/d-_; 
S·Ubject: -Greek. ttoya1 ~rt1age • 

frOin <Jreek Atnlu11.$ad.or 
tetter 

Th• O~eek Ambas•ador. u. I, Alexandet A. Hataae, 
ha,s invited th1 Prettdent to •ppolnt a tepresentattva 
to attend. with. spouse, the wedding of Xtng Constantine 
ao4 Prtnce!ia Anne•Matte of Oenmatk on Septeinber ts. 
1964. ·Th• Axnbasaad<>r'• lettet la enclosed. It. Will 
be. aoted that the repnnn~attv• wUl b• expected to 
at:rtve in Atheni oti September lS, 1964~ 

w·~ t'eCOttJrnelnd thflt an affftil$tlve i-e.sponGa be 
furnhhe.d and, aceo~dtns11, ·• sugg .. i1ted letter for 
the hesi.d•nt•a aigruttUte· ii. enclosed. Th<tre :la also 
enclosed a suue•~ed lbt -of pi=iornittent perton.s from 
wht.th a ~ep-reeentatt~e might be· cbo.sen. 

£nclosures: 

1. t.ett•t ftom Ambassado·r tletsas. 
2. Draft letter of responaa.
3. $uggest6d list of rep~e.sentattves. 
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~ 
R OYAL GREEK EMBASSY 

WAS H INGTON, D . c . 

Jnl y 9) 196 ..i . 

B(jr ·Co·f!!n-ta<nirl of Hi s Hajest.y #: trh:µ f..:..in,~ ·.z»f 1;.11 ,r~ 1f,e1l ·~n'fbs,, 
--~,. ,,..it'i•m•·c.-'"'· cr..'ic"AT'!!44' tt:~ ··r· ·· :t" '·""; ~""' i:j "-~:·'"'~ ·""'4 ~ 1'!11';' ~J'l'j..'O/'\~"" * '"' "' 'f1l''t''lf"'t' +.,~H·-.,.,.. ~..n~~.e.··~Y.fl:)-- v.: ··~~ff ··v ~ ~· .. w~i~~;~~~ -.;!, :1.-' ?.:'. :·1 j ''~" · ·~ ,(~~~ t.; ~' :..w. •1>··4-: '~~~l',_,'ii.q - · -- ?f 'f.'~;;t; L,.';i 7' ll,; - :~1-~:~5' : · ...t..;.-.,".:: ~- ,,J.•,; ~~.:.d::;... 

Y1ou~ ..itx~:oll::en~y .·t .o.· ~'e .. ,,, ~;, . ~s?!l ..~<> . , a~~o·in~ · .~· ... Rep.tt·~ae.1\"e~t·i/7~, 

~~~?~r~1:~§1i:~!i~!:=~1~th1=~ 
• . . , II . 

: !~$ · · I~·EJ:~.~e$'~·~t~ti:~~ ~t ·~"q~.ir· · ·e,f·e~l.'1,en~·~'.!'' .ea,u:ld h°' a~~~10~ 
partied ·to t .h:e. -. Ceremon ·i es by ·hi.s or her consort Q;-:Oid..., f~::tlL i.n.g 
t!1~~ ..1 Lb,y a 1rnJ!,mbcr· of the ret.i nue. Tbe off i ci.al ~l~FJ~$ l1·~~Jtl 
l~~ 01'p~e'ti~~ 'f;ti'fl!(1.l•!t t .o arr. i ve i. n Athens on 1-uesday , . S~ptiCJ.Y?~er 
l .5'., l.9~~t, ~Ln order to be able t .o {lt-t, ~odJ . ..tJP Uie ~\iit¢t:ti 'tiff(' .a·f 
tJi~ falLl.01~1In~ day , Wednesday y .S·evtembe::r l~r.~f~~ .~ . ·::}'.HJ. F'"st; Start~ 
1;~.~~~p~iQ:n; ~ .o · 'ho held at the Royal :Pa:l.a;e-~ ·of Athens a 

1'.In 'b1 i:c •,-Ji::n; rnep .-;:r if:. ·Pitl.ly ~.l{;) f61~J" Ez;tr;~J. l ~.r: e~i' · f ~3 . ~eit J.~a 
t11·ii A.1A.~~$te artid. «l()S't t:~t) ·r:>d.:L!3.1 . :f:~:n1tr.::tt;;\td:,an , ! . av~· :i: 1! · i;:-f'r$~l'ff' ¢t''1 
t :nis <'>P·Z;'Ht:.1~~t1nit. 1r .·to :r:~e· ;i.. · t;,; {~1fl''nt~. to Y-Ol~r Ei'.~c.l ~tene·:r:; 

fH .~~. ·:h:~ail<J~-~ 
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_Suggested lb t of proant~nt per•ons fr~ which • repreaentative cou1d 
l:>e chosen to attend the wedding of king Constantine of Greece end -1rtncess 
Ann~•Marie, -of Denmark on Septe?4ber. ·is~. 1964. ­

The 	Honorable The Chief Juat1ee. end Mra. Warren 

The 	Honorable. The Secretary of the Treasury and Mrs. Dillon 

The Honorable W. Averell ~l:'rltnan, Under Seeretary for JoU.ttul Affatra, 
and 	'Mrs. Harrf.IQ3n 

CONGRESS 

'l'he- Honorable Jo w. Fui.bright, Un.lted States Senate, and Mrs. fulbright 

The 	Jlonorable Hubert Humphrey, United States Senate, and Mrs. Hwnphre.y 

Mr. 	 William. Conmnos, Cenetal Manager of the Sentinel of Orlando, rlortda, 
and Mr:&. :Conomoa 

Hr. 	Pericles ·t,antzoun11, Supi-emi.l Ptesldent of the Greek•American PX-ogreasive 
Assqciation,- and }ks. tantzounlif 203. Eaat 73td Street, New Yotk 1 New York 

Mr. 	 John lluuddes, President. American Hellenic Educational Progressive 
Asso<:latton, and .Mrs. Plumide•i 114 Law Building. Charlotte, North 
'CaroUna 

The Honorable George V. Allen, and Mrs. Allen; Portner t1. s. Alnbassadox-­
to ·creece (1956•1957); 4730 Quebec Street. Northwest.- Washington, D. c. 

Dt". 	 and Mrs. Peter D. Comandutas; 1.>tominent Gr•ek•American. .Physician, 
Co•.foundef and Executive Secret~rry -of ''ll~dtco11 (wtth Dr. tom. Dooley) l 
202S Bye Street, Northwest. Washington. D. c. 



S!Clt!:l 	Enclosure 

Jmie l2• 1964 

TO: · Mr. McGeorge Bundy 
!he White Houae 

7;:PJt.y17 
FRClh 	 Benjamin B. Read ~(z 

Executive Secretary 

Memorandum of Conver·sation 
between the Preeident and 
Bi• Excellency Alexander 
Matau • Ambaaaador of Greece, 
date<l -htne 11, 1964. 

For approval prior to disttibution. 

Die Preaident'a .remark.a are aide• 
lined in blue. 

Enclosure: 

Hemorandma of Conversation re 
President•• Meeting with Greek 
Ambaaeador Matau. 

~closure 



SECRE'F June ll, 1964v 
TALKING POINTS FOR GREEK AMBASSADOR. 

1. You appreciate Papandreou's letter and his talk with Ball. But you'd also 
- hoped for some constructive ideas on how crisis might be peacefully resolved. 

2. We agree that situation is still critical. Turks may yet move. US leverage 
to turn them off about used up. 

3. We also agree that consequences of Turk intervention could be grave, though 
frankly we see little difference between Cyprus becoming "another Cuba" as re­
sult of Turk attack and becoming one more slowly b•3cause of direction Makarios 
is now taking. We emphatically disagree with Papandreou statement that Greek 
Cypriots should get help wherever they can find it (i.e. from USSR). 

4. We wish Greeks had admitted earlier that they couldn't control Makarios. 
He--with apparent Greek acquiescence--is humiliating the Turks, and driving 
them into a corner. Papandreou's letter talks of his "responsibilities before 
the Greek nation. 11 Doesn't he see that the fate of 100, 000 Turk Cypriots is a 
matter of honor for Inonu too? 

.-­

5. Negotiating with Makario3 is impossible. Makarios has no interest in the 
security of the West. But Greece does have a special responsibility here. 
Greece is a part of NATO. 

6. So Greece must step in to work out a solution with Turkey. The alternative 
may be war--because the US and UN may be unable to restrain Turks any longer. 
US will not go to war .with Turkey to defend Makarios. 

7. Greece must avoid at all costs further humiliation of its ally Turkey. In 
depths of Cuban missile crisis, we were always careful to allow the Soviets a 
way out. This is even more important to an ally than an enemy! 

8. We're happy to hear that Greece is ready for secret talks with Turkey. But 
these will fail unless Greece is prepared to go beyond anything hinted yet. 

9. We won't presume to tell Greece what to suggest. But time has arrived for 
Greek statesmanship to match Turk restraint. The more the Greeks show they 
are not being used by Makarios, the better the chance for a meeting of minds. 

10. You will be in tou·:h with Papandreou further shortly, but your words today 
meant in deep sense of friendship. We are counting heavily on him. 

DOCL\SSI · E 
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Cf11 BY Creek Ambassadpr Ma tsas • . Jyne 10 

Talking Points Paper 

1. Thank Ambauador Matsaa for the Prime Minister'• letter and hf.a 
expression· of appreciation for your action in averting Turkish 1nterventiop.t 
on Cyprus. Say you .!ill. 1end reply shortlx. 

2. tfake clear. our opinion tlult the threa.t waa rea\. 

3. Stresa that we h4ve used our biggest diplomatic guns in keeping the 
Turke from moving and that repedtiog of pntted States efforts to pull l;!i:e 
Turks _back from the b~Jnk Ml reduced our . leverage to do ao agatn. 

4. Underecog our bell•f that the ].'Urktsh agreement to delay a declalon 
on intervention .dge• 90t meaq they hne renounce4 th1a pos•lbiJity. 

s. Remtnd the Ambaasado~ that the United Stases Government hat been 
yorking _veaacttvely •nd earnestly .throughout thta crisi• to encourage 
Turke% to fipd an alteg;nattve to integyentton. Make clear our feeling that 
we have often found pg .efforts no& aupported and •ometimea opposed by tb• 
parties directt.t cotu::er9ed. . 

6. Wmph9atze-our conviction. that the Greek .Government iuuet fake more 
positive action eo help ..!!!! the •it!ttiOl)~ l>oint our that Creece must 
avoid policieg which force the Turks . f.nto .a .sorner w'4re they cannot escape _ 
except by force oxi .conmJeto1urrend5. Note that we avoid such tactica 
with the Sovteta • •veil in th• Cuban crlaia, a face ••vlng device for the 
So~iete waa an lmpo-rtant element ln our eve:ry move. 

7. Mote that the Covetnment _of Tuikev .considetn the Goyemment of 
Greece aa e puppet to Makarioe?•nd act; :· cn thia aaaumptlou. Ask .. what the 
G9Vf!rnm.ent of Creece .has .done or yill ~o to prove that it la nos being 
forced to sacrifice it• bade interests through Makan:lo• t initiatives. 

8. Note that· we emphatically dl!agree with the Prime .Minister'• 
ttatement that the Creeks .of s;;nna ahould eeek !t•le wherever they ~an 
find it. · · 

9. Asl< tf the .Greek Goyernment would accept a 2ommunist .Cyprua or war. 
with Turkex ln e~eferenct to • aei:toua and det•nnin.ed effots to negotiate 
a 1ettlemeo.t of· the problem. 

t•BCLASSIFIBD 
R O. 12958. Se<; . 3.5 

State Dept. C:mide,I' ri,..s 
By~ , ..i, ,,~ .... NARA_, Date_ __ 
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xJune 10, 1964 

TALKING POINTS FOR GREEK AMBASSADO~~ 
1. You appreciate Papandreou's letter, though you'd also hoped for some con­

structive ideas on how crisis might be peacefully resolved. 


2. We agree that situation is still critical. Turks may yet move. US leverage 

to turn them off about used up. 


3. We also agree that consequences of Turk intervention could be grave, though 

frankly we see little difference between Cyprus becoming "another Cuba" as re­

sult of Turk attack and becoming one more slowly because of direction Makarios 

is now taking. We emphatically disagree with Papandreou statement that Greek 

Cypriots should get help wherever they can find it (i.e. from USSR). 


4. We wish Greeks had adm.itted earlier that they couldn't control Makarios. He-­
with apparent Greek acquiescence--is humiliating the Turks, and driving them into 
a corner. Papandreou' s letter talks of his "responsibilities before the Greek nation. 11 

Doesn't he see that the fate of 100, 000 Turk Cypriots is a matter of honor for Inonu too? 

5. Negotiating with Makarios is impossible. Makarios has no interest in the security 

of the West. But Greece does have a special responsibility here. 


6. So Greece must step in to work out a solution with Turkey. The alternative may 

be war--because the US and UN may be unable to restrain Turks any longer. US 

will not go to war with Turkey to defend Makarios. 


7. Papandreou clearly wants enosis, but Turkey might invade rather than permit 

this final hu..rniliation. Thus it1 s up to Greece to work something out with Turkey. 


8. In depths of Cuban :..rnissile crisis, we were always careful to allow the Soviets 

a way out. This is even more important to anally than an enemy! 


9. We're happy to hear that Greece is ready for secret talks with Turkey. But 

these will fail unless Greece is prepared to go beyond anything hinted yet. 


10. We won't presume to tell Greece what to suggest. But time has arrived for 

Greek statesmanship to match Turk restraint. The more the Greeks show they 

are not being used by Makarios, the better the chance for a meeting of minds. 


11. You will be in touch with Papandreou further shortly, but your words today 

meant in deep sense of friendship. We are counting heavily on him. 


DECLASSIFIE 
E.O. 1295 , ec. 35 
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ADORE, OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 25, O. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

June 10, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Call by Greek Ambassador Matsas, June 10 

There is enclosed a Talking Points Paper for the 
President's meeting with Greek Ambassador Matsas this 
afternoon. 

The Ambassador is calling on the President to 
present a letter from Prime Minister Papandreou dealing 
with the current Cyprus crisis. The letter thanks the 
President for his action in forestalling a Turkish 
intervention on Cyprus and expresses the Prime Minister's 
view that Turkey is primarily responsible for the 
crisis. An advance copy of the letter was transmitted 
under cover of a memorandum to you dated June 9o A 
suggested reply to the Prime Minister's letter will 
be submitted to you upon completion of George Ball's 
current conversations in Athens and Ankara. 

* 
Enclosure: 

Talk ing Points Paper. 

DOCLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec . 3.5 

State rx~pt. G•1i '1f> r ··;'' 

CQNFIBBNTIAL ~
, NARA. D~t. -~ - ~'--·~.J ,

Y~........--· 


JUN 1 0 1 

· Executive Secretary 



Call By Greek Ambassador Matsas, June 10 

Talking Points Paper 

1. Thank Ambassador Matsas for the Prime Ministervs letter and his 
expression of appreciation for your action in averting Turkish intervention 
on Cyprus. Say you !!ill send reply shortly. 

2. Make clear our opinion that the threat was real. 

3. Stress that we have used our biggest diplomatic guns in keeping the 
Turks from moving and that repetition of United States efforts to pull the 
Turks back from the brink has reduced our leverage to do so againo 

4. Underscore our belief that the Turkish agreement to delay a decision 
on intervention does not mean they have renounced this possibility. 

5. Remind the Ambassador that the United States Government has been 
working very actively and earnestly throughout this crisis to encourage 
Turkey to find an alternative to intervention. Make clear our feeling that 
we have often found our efforts not supported and sometimes opposed by the 
parties directly concerned. 

6 • . ·Emphasize our conviction that the Greek Government must take more 
positive action to help ~ the situation. Point our that Greece must 
avoid policies which force the Turks into a corner where they cannot escape 
except by force or complete surrender. Note that we avoid such tactics 
with the Soviets - even in the Cuban crisis, a face saving device for the 
Soviets was an important element in our every move. 

7. ~ that the Government of Turkey considers the Government of 
Greece as a puppet to Makarios rand acts on this assumption. Ask what the 
Government of Greece has done or will do to prove that it is not being 
forced to sacrifice its basic interests through Makarios' initiatives. 

8. Note that we emphatically disagree with the Prime Minister 1 s 
statement that the Greeks of Cyprus should seek help wherever they can 
find it. 

9. Ask if the Greek Government would accept a Communist Cyprus or ~ 
with Turkey in preference to a serious and determined effort to negotiate 
a settlement of the problem. 

DOCLASSIFlED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

Stste Dept. Guidelines 
By tj-M ~ NARA, Date b-~ ..03 
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATION 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASH!'" ')N 25, D , C . 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

Subjects 	 Draft Preaf.denttal atatement on Greece 

for the Nev York Journal of CommeTce 


the Df.rector, lnternstloual Dtvf.ei.oa, New York 
Journal of Commerce, baa .rt.qut1ted, bt letter addressed 
to Sr. George Reedy, a atateaient fror4 the Prea·f.dent 
regarding Greek-.Amed.c;an- relations. !he statement 
would. be publlshed on _May 25 next to 1 statelllent by 
.Prime Minhtet Papandreou of Creeco tn connectton with 
an economic review of Greece. 

We believe, that 1 Pteaf.denttal stat-.ent would be 
belp.fui in atlmul.attng United.. State• trade and invest• 
ment aa regards Creece. A draft statemeQt and letter 
of transmittal •re therefore enclosed. 

/s/ John A. McKes~oD 

Benjamiil B. llead 
Executive Secretary 

Encloaureit 

1. Draft 	letter of trenem.lttal. 
2. -Dl:•ft 	statement. 

http:Dtvf.ei.oa


»ear Mr. roteakyi 

!he President welcome.s the OP}'Ortunlty to expNsa his 

high ·regard for Creece •nd hi• hope• for the future dewlop­

ment .of United States•Cr.ee'k rel•~lons, especially lo the 

eCO\\Ol!liC field. lt• baa therefot'e a•ke4. me to f()rtrard the 

enclo$ed statement for use tn. cormectt.on with the econom.tc 

revtev of Creece to be publi.thed on Ha·y 25• 

in{:lo11ure: 

rres:i.dentla.1 atatement. 

Mr~ P~ l.obert Pote•ky, Director. 
International Division. 

!he Bev York Jou.mat of Ccmaet:ce, 
80 Varick Street• 

Hew York 13, New York-~ 

http:econom.tc
http:cormectt.on
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'l.oda7 Greece. which fifteen year• ago· fouaht and 

defeated e01111Unist aggnas1on. ls .avl-a forward to 

a new ~7 of pt."Omlae and. prosperity. rrom the loog 

poverty of uaderdevelopmeat .and the proatra.tlon of 

war, it baa. 'beccxne a nation where the fruits of• 

tn0deni •~O'DOlll1 are no long•r a dlat.mit ctrema but a 

goal ·within ,atght. aa4 'being raptdly app;roached• . 

The bonds of £-riendah.tp between Creeee and the 

Ualted Stet.ea are many and eloae. These tie• have 

· for ••1 yeara ken atrengthel)eo.by official programs 

O·f aicl aad cultua1 e~:changea. TOda7 Cree.k•Aaert.cea 

friend•hip ls expreeaed in increaaed trade.. tourt•, 

and tnveat:m.eut. Ame:xtcaa p~lvate tmeat1a1m.t la 

playing • •tplfleant. role in the tnehietti&l growth 

of Greece. 

http:riendah.tp


ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

Wl9 HtNGTON 25, D. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

MEMORAMDtlM roa MR. }(ctlU)RQE BUNDI 
'.DIE WinTl HOUSE 

Subjeott 	 Informel Con#Ultatlons with Greek Oov•rrmten\ 

on .Airline Oapacitr 


. . 	 ~ 

~~ · ..4/i_\
The tollow.S.ng memorandum ie tor&-. MTer ~~J 

During. ~· ••k of Karch 2.31 a State/CAB team carried on 
an infQmal eap·aC1'7 consultation with the Gre•k Government 
(cont>os1t1on of the V.lega.tion is •ncloaed). lo substantive 
agreement was reached and the Qi-eeks threatened to prohibit
full C>perat:lon btTW'A of 1ts propoeed ~ achedtlle. 

Since TWA intrcdu.eed a very large (approximatel.7 8Si)
increase in frequencies <htrina the 8Ultl!ler of 1963, the Greek 
aviation authorities have been asking tor capacity discussions 
with. th• United .states. ~st fall (Septe•ber 20), O•ncral. 
George Ilouas, l)irector; Cirtl Artation, during a visit 
ananged. by the FAA, apoke br1etl7 with Mr. Ferguion and 
seemed sat.ta.tied. fo1'· the time being,. but 1n Jebruaz7 the Qreek 
Govennnen\ made .an intonial request tor conaul.tations. 

1'he issue discussc;d in Karch was 'Whether the TWA. cepacit7, 
parttcW.arl.y bet•en lom.<t; ·'1l<l A\hene, we.a 10 gre~t .a• t;o juetity 
a Greek Gover111ent action to fore• a cut back. 4.tb.e Creeks made 
a totally' unconvincing case, but insisted that tor the 1ake ot 
the p:rotitable operation of their own airline (Ol19JP:l.O A1rwa.711).
they would nevertheleae have to reduce NA*a operation trom 
the proposed '14 to at most 10 tlight• per ••k• The Vnited 
States Delegation insisted that tr.'le experience ot the preceding 
7ear (to say nothing or expected inereas•a in traffic in sumn'l9l' 
of l.96h) amply justified the service ot!e"d between Rome end 
Athens • . Consequently., the United States Government vould be 
atro~ opposed to· In)" attempt by' the Govemun' ot Greece to 
force a wt back. 

http:tollow.S.ng


UNCLASSlftED 
... 

The dheuss1ona ended without any ·elet\lent of agreement but 
were nevel;thelelS cordial. 

St.nee the end of the oegott..t1on, theil Greek Government ha• 
anno~ed . that it would ·penntt ·<nily 10__(not the 14 proposed) 
weekly flight• carryln1 traffic between Rome and Athena. Similar 
reductiom (from 7 to 5) afe to be 1mpoeec1 on flight• between 
Athens and Cairo ~nd between Athena and tel Avlv. The effective 
date of the ~Htr1ctton 1• April 26. The Department will continue 
to preta the Creek. Covert'ltnent to pennit the full. opet'ation. 

Is/ ;ad,,J)J~ 
Benj amlt'l H. lead 

Executive Secretary 

EM loe·ure: 

List of delegation membere. 
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ENCLOSURE 

:.· Creek Delegation: 

. Chairmans · Ambassador Leonid.at Papagos• roreigQ Office 
Director .for Western Hemisphere Affairs 

Major General George Doukas• J>1rector, Civil 
Aviation 

, • I• , 1 . 

1· ·· Mr. . Pasa1al1s~ Assistant : Directo~. Civil 
' , 

Aviation 

I ' • I J f ~ 

t • : ; · : , • : I ,,. .. •' ' ' • I ~ ' • • • ' • 

· lladJivassiliou• .Assistant to General Doukas 
. . . 

. . 

~Matthioudatd.s, Ministr7 of foreign Affairs 
~ •• 

• I ~ '. • • 

l ' Mr•'·Ha.rtzoutsb, Ministry of toreign Affairs · 
r · , ' 

· Mr. Economides• Ministry of foreign Affairs 

I ./' ,• • 

. ·. Mr. ·.Mavrokephalos. Olympic Airways (Observer) . 


United ' States Delega.tibn: 

• , • •• • ': { ·, ~. - r I .• ' : .· ~ t., , ?• r ·: I / • • 

· · · Chairman: · Allen R. Ferguson, CQOrdinator • Office of International 
\ r' •. I :_ • • •, Aviation, Department of State 


Deeartment of State: 

, . :. · ·. ; 

····. Andx:eaa towenfeld,· Assistant Legal Adviser for 
·. ' '" Econotnic Affairs·• · i . ,. . .. · •. ' . , • • . •• · , · ··'.; . ... 

·. <··..· ·....···..·:··.""·.'.-"-· ·"'J'ohn Q• Blodgett~· American Embassy• Athens · · · ·: 
0 

1 


.. ' • • • ' · ) \,. ·,~ •:° I ' 1'•. ; ~ : : ' , t , .~.~ • •• ( ' ,, • . f •, • ~ l , · • J :I ' ~I ' , ~ · · ' ~ 1 1 • • ' ' ,, ' '
, .[, ; • ~ · < · ' . .; ' ·,r:·:. 
: .:·. · .' · Civ:i.1 ·Aeron~utics Board: : .: ::;.. .-·.. . · ·.. 

0
• , •l l , ·~ ' 1 ~ , : tt 'l '\ l,, ~ 01 0 1i •::: : ' ~J)·..~:.· :·«:"·:: ~ J ' • i• . l" 2: t f '. • • • / · ·:: : : ' , , .. ,: ~r f .. . ' ' . : ~ I ; , 

'.' :,:-;._: :::.•.!,:,_-,·i:·::. G~' ·~' Jos~ph Minetti• Bo.atd Member ·· , · 
.;.·;'.\ ;: ··,: .. :.:::_/ '',oiii1{.:>1 : :' ·. . ·. : :, !;;: .; ; : . ; , ' ' · .,! • ·: · · ., . ' . · . .. i 

,, ·: Jo.seph c. Watson• ·Direc:tor1 Bureau of International 
·· Affabs · · · 

James t. Deegan; Assistant to Vice Chairman 
r ' '. \ ' .! ; . ·, . .' ; ~ .: . · . , ' • ' . : : . , ; . .. · , ,~~~·~:~ ', . ' , '"> • 

. . .:\ I : ; '."James s• llorneman. ,J)ute'au ~f lnt'ernational Aitairs 
0 

1~: t .~ , I:::·l .: : ~ !,• 1
\ l.,I'. • ~ ~ , 1 1' ' ••~ •' ~·.I • ·-:,. \ _. t I !• , •t t : .: : r ! { ~: ..· ~. ' . : ; ti. .'• , '" ·: t ~ t: ' 
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J • ~ ' : : ;" ~ : ; ·' \.·:.· ·observer: .. . : ·, , ~ ., I , . r : j _.' 
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

APR 7 1964 

M!MOBANl>UM·roa MR. ~EORCZ BUNl>Y 
. THB WHITE HOUSI 

Subject: 	 The' Creek rrtme Minister• 8 Offlee· 
Send• J:'hotographa to the White Bouse 

· At ·the ;request .: of: the Prime Mf.nht•u.·~ • ·s·on• . 
Andrea$· ·Papandreou, ·Minister· to the Ptlin.e' Minister, 
th.a ·Amettcan: ltmbaht at Athena baa forwarded- two 
photographs :to th~· .. Det>drtment for tr4nsmlttAt. to 
: the White' Mouse~ Th• pacblgea a·re· addtesaed . to :
Mrs i l.yrtdot\ ·JS. · Johnson and Miu Lynd• Bird Johnaon 
and •re encla.sed. 

p.d~ 

Benjamin a!'::ad 
Executive secretary 

Enclosure•: 

Two packages. 



March 9, 1964 

MEMO&ANDUM J'OB. MIKE MANATOS 

It g"oes without saying that tho only poliUeal probl.em to 
w~ry about on your •ad m.iasloa to Atluuie la posalble 
Ot'eek pre.s• •ffori• to get statements whleh could be 
coaatn.ed a.a U.,e US taking aldes on Cyprus. Bec-auae of 
OW' own overrldlng lateJ'••t. ia the s"urlty ol both Cireeco 
and 'l'ui-by a• the aoathe~n.lla.ak of NATO.·w• ba.ve natur• 
ally leaae.4 over b&ekwa.t'd• to b• aa neutral •• possible 
on the merita ot ·this paiutul ·di•pute, ln hopes that Oroek.a 
a..nd. Turka would linally got together·. A• you know, this 
b tile Prealdeut'• own view. 

Cliven. the highly· erae>tional ,.eactlon of both Oreeka and 
Turkt, however, •llence ha• been taken IA each country 
to meaa we a.re ta favor of the oth•ii. l au.a,.ct that the 
Ore•k pre•• may try to ;et aorne expresslont of opinion. 
but tt seem• to me that we are aate 1A re•pond.lng that 
public etaternent• would not be ln ke•plng with this wholly 
aon-po)J.tieal occa•loa. l might add that tho very £act of 
our sending au.ch a hlah•level delegation will be ample 
evidRc.a of our great atfection I.or Greece•. _ 

McOoorga .Bundy 

SECJ\ET-.. 


DECLi\SS!FIED 
E.O. !29r.8 , Se~ . 3.5 

NSC Memo, 1130/93, St tc Dept. Gui~ll=.es 
By Qbt.,. .NARAt Dat.e 42 ...t(,-03 
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LIMITED ·OFFICIAL 'USE · 

Mac ­

These are good noises, especially 
when our Greek affairs are in some disarray. 
Need LBJ see? 

Note draft Salinger press release 
enclosed. 

pf~(
RWK 
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 25, D . C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

IMITED OFFICIAL USE March 3, 

s/s 3458 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Death of King Paul of Greece 

King Paul of Greece is expected to die at any moment. 
It is important, particularly at this time, that the United 
States show sympathy and concern for Greece at this loss of 
their King. We have therefore proposed through Deputy Under 
Secretary Crockett that a Presidential delegation be sent 
to Greece to attend the funeral. 

We have also proposed a draft White House press release 
and telegrams from the President to the new King, Queen 
Frederika and Prime Minister Papandreou. Draft press release 
and telegrams are enclosed , for advance approval. 

I also enclose a memorandum indicating other actions 
to be taken upon the King's death. 

·~CU/f 
Benjamin H. Read ~L. 

Executive Secreta~y 

Enclosures: 

t/f . Proposed telegram to King Constantine. 
f/L . Proposed telegram to Queen Frederika. 
V3 . Proposed telegram to Prime Minister Papandreou. 

v--4. Proposed White House press release. 
5. Memorandum. 

Exempted from automatic decontrol 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

MAR 4 v 
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Actions to be Taken Upon the 

Death of King Paul of Greece 

A. Department of State 

1. On the day notification is received, Chief of Protocol, 
Ambassador Duke, and Assistant Secretary Talbot will call on 
Ambassador Matsas to express the condolences of this Government. 

2. On the same day telegrams of condolence will be sent by the 
President to the new King (Constantine), to Queen Frederika and 
Prime Minister Papandreou, and by the Secretary of State to the 
Foreign Minister (Stavros Costopoulos). 

3. A statement by the President to be released to the press the 
same day. 

4. The President names a personal representative to attend the 
funeral. Representation should also include Ambassador Labouisse. 

5. It is not customary to fly the flag at half-mast except at 
the American Embassy in the host country. The Office of Protocol 
will so inform the military. 

6. A note in reply to a Greek Embassy note regarding the King's 
death will be prepared. 

B. Greek Embassy 

Foreign Embassies in Washington usually hold services at a 
local church on the death of the Head of State. The Greek Embassy 
can be expected to do so and to invite the President, the Chief 
Justice, the Speaker, members of the Foreign Relations Conunittees 
of the House and Senate, the Secretary of State and other Cabinet 
members, and other high officials, such as the Assistant Secretary 
(NEA), the Chief of Protocol, and the Director of GTI. The Office 
of Protocol will coordinate attendance of the memorial service. 

C. Congress 

.QQIWIQEU'f~ 
DOCLASSI.FlfI> GROUP 3 

E.0 . 12958, ~- 3.3 Downgraded at 12 year intervals;
Sla&e Dept Ouidelines not automatically declassified • 
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C. Congress 

The Senate and House may wish to pass resolutions expressing 
condolences. GTI should discuss with members of the Senate and 
House who are known philhellenes, such as Senator Keating and 
Congressman Brademas. 

D. Cabinet 

Cabinet members wishing to express condolences to the GOG 
should be advised to express such condolences to their opposite 
members in the GOG. The Office of Protocol will provide guidance 
to other agencies. 

Clearance: 
3-3-64 

U/PR - Mr. Duke (Draft)~ 

NEA/GTI~octor:js 



e2Y Press Release bl!'. the White House 

President Johnson has requested me to issue the following 
Statement: 

The death of King Paul of Greece is a matter of deep 
sorrow to me, a sorrow which I know is shared by the American 
people. 

King Paul's reign covered a period of great trial and 
sacrifice for Greece. His steadfast devotion and unwavering 
faith in Greece and the Greek people provided leadership in 
times of strife, unrest, readjustment, and recovery. The 
example of personal integrity and unselfish dedication to duty 
which King Paul represented has served as an inspiration and 
source of strength to his people. The American people will 
miss a true friend. 

My deepest sympathy goes out to the bereaved Queen, to 
the Royal Family, and to the people of Greece. 

May God bless King Constantine, and may his father's 
memory give him courage and inspiration in facing the great 
responsibilities that lie before him. 

M.4R 4 1564 




March 2, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Here are Papandreouts two replies to your private 
message on Cyprus and your more public congratula­
tioua (latter was releaeed to Greek press and Papan- _/V\f\rJ 
dreou intends to relea.ee his reply). - / 1 ­

The slightly argumentative private reply rein· 
forces other evidence· that Papandreou thinks strong 
support of the Oree.k Cypriots is politically essential 
to hia new adtninistration. So we can't count too much 
on Papandr-eou to keep his Cyprfots in line. Therefore. 
instead o! going back at him now, we suggest waiting 
!or a better moment. 

If the SC resolution goes through (and the Creek 
Cypriots let it be carried out), we'll hopefully have 
bought some time and a shot at mediation. The crisis 
will be far from over, however. It could heat up at 
any time because the peacekeeping .force may prove 
unable to-prevent fighting. There •s also no certainty 
that the mediator•s report would be acceptable to all 
parties. 

U the SC initiative fails, we 're nearing the flash­
point. Both sidea are going in for brinkmanship, and 
talking themselves into military moves. 

R. W. KOMER 

-SECRET ._ 

Attach. (1) Memo Read to Bundy dtd 2 / 2 7 / 64 encL ltr frm 
Greek PM dtd 2/27/64; ( 2) Memo Read to Bundy dtd 2/29/64 
subj. Papandreou's Reply to President's Congratulatory Msg 

http:relea.ee


February 28, 

Mac: 

I gather that Truman gambit is still ono 
According to J ernegan, Acheson was favorable 
but said HST was in no condition to travel 

..J 
around the worldo Ergo, BallAthinking that 
Acheson could perhaps go out for Truman and 
invite Inonu and Papandreou to come here with 
HST as middleman {peacekeeper cum mediator)o 
This sounds queer to me; if anyone is going to 
invite Inonu and Papandreou here, presumably 
it would be LBJ Perhaps you should call Ballo 

or Acheson and get a clearer picture before 
this goes much further. 

FYI, apparently some thought in State that 
coolness of Papandreou reply was because of 
changes we made in State's draft to him. I 
naturally pooh-poohed and invited comparison 
of draftso Real answer is that Papandreou is 
operating on basis of his own domestic political 
problem., and mis calculation was that he would 
be more statesmanlike than he's turned out to beo 

-SECR-ET 




SEC&E '.Jf - February 28, 1964 

Mac ­

Here is Pap3.ndreou's reply to LBJ message. In short, we didn't 

make a dent. The reply is sufficiently cool and contentious, in fact, 

as to make me feel again that we 're going to have to indulge in some 

much blunter private talk if we 're going to move this man. 


I wouldn't say this if moving him weren't essential, but unless .we 

get the GOG to go along with us, however, reluctantly, no solution is 

going to work. 


Predictably, moreover, it 1s the Turks who want a summit, not 
the Greeks. I've felt consistently that instead of trying to get Papandreou 
to go to Inonu, the reverse was a far better ploy. It is Inonu who looks 
good if he thus appeals to the Greeks before moving, and if he goes and 
says 11we have to move, let's move together, 11 he has real leverage. 

Mac, this Cyprus affair~ blow up into a crisis far hairier than 
Vietnam, with the Soviets dragged in by a spiralling chain of events 
despite their better judgment. We are clearly on a slippery slope, and 
if you felt me too alarmist yesterday read Ankara 1090 and 1091 {which 
say the same thing today). We 're nearing the flashpoint which will trig­
ger the Turks. 

I 
I can't play the role of undersecretary (I still find this ridiculous), 

but it's time at least to clue LBJ that we're close to the brink, to have 
him brace Home directly, and to batten down for the storm. And if I'm 
wrong, so much the better. · 

tifWK 
RWK 

.' J -. 
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January 27, 1964 fyi 

MEMORANDUM FOR 
THE PRESIDENT 

Queen .Frederika is all primed to bend your ear on Cyprus. She 
harangued Cien. McHugh and others for over two hours on train coming 
down last .night. 

She says she'• in constant touch with the I<lng, who says the Greek 
military will intervene if the Turke do. The King can't stop them. So 
he (or she, because she runs him) wants ua to put a naval patrol be~ 
.tween Turkey and Czyrus to warn off tho· Turks. Of course, she'd allow 
a similar patrol between Oreece and Cyprus. 

The Queen 1ays she wonit abuse your hospitality by raising Cyprus 
unless you ask her (though she may be unable to contain herself). At·­any rate, auch a partisan~ move would utterly queer us with Turkey. 
The best riposte would be to urge that Oreece pS"esa Makarios io be 
reasonable so threat of outside intervention will disappear. 

Ambassador Labouisae reports that the Palace (where the Queen 
wears the pante in the family) had a lot to do with the fall of Karamanlis, 
the best Oteek PM in a long time. At least she had a lot more to do with 
it than I did. You might impress on her the importance we attach to a. 
stable govermnent after the 16 February election. 

You may also get a pitch !or more US aid. I hate to be the guy always 
saying this, but Oreece has done so well by us, it's on Dave Bell's list 
f.or FY '65 cut•of£. We haven't said anything to Oreeks yet, but they'll 
buck and kick. However, facts are that we 111 still be giving them almost 
$80 million in grant MAP, and that Oreek GNP ia still rising at 5-6o/o 
annually as lt has since 195t~ So here's on~ place where our investment 
of a cool $3. 4 billion (1. 6 military and 1. 8 economic) ha• :really paid of.f. 

Let me •tick my neck out and say that the Queen lnterferee too much 
in Oreek politics (which moat Oreek-Americans don't like). So the more 
you make the luncheon purely social, the more she'll get the point. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5 

..NLJ f) !J- 3#1> R. W. KOMER 

By , NARA, Date ¥-~-~'I' 




AD'ORESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 134> 
WASHINGTON 

J !' 2 6 1964 ~~· ..----­

)!IMOIWil>t.JM JOI. Ma. McCBoaG& .B\JND?. 

'llm wrn nouss: 
 ~~· 

Subject: ~cheon fer Quffn P~-J'red•i:ika. January 27. 

Il\. accoi:daace wi.th Mr. Bromley''Sndth's tequest, 
the;e .at• '6ttt.tcb•d l) .suggested statetnent •nd ~oaet 
by th• rrcasideiit, and 2) suggested t•lkiag points 
fqi )Ira. Jtihnacm. 

tR. )i~ 
Beruaxa .u. M•d 

lxe:Clltive Secretu7 

Enclo•ute: 

1. Suggested ·Toast. 
a. ·sugS'sted Talking 1o1uta. 

http:IMOIWil>t.JM


DltU'? TOAST roa QUUN OF GIUCI 

''When Mt"S-• John.soil and l visited Greece la•,t year .• we were 


ast1y impns1ed 1 a• are ell Americans visiting. Greece for the· 


'iret time, b7 the dr·S:\71ng se'tUJe of puroose, the, optimism,. end 


~h• courage With Which .the C;eek people are eo rapidly modernizing 


'heir economy .and their soc'i•ty withOU't losing the ancient heritage 

cmnmon to all of ue but particularly the pride of Greece. And -then 

we reQalled that only • few abort yeai-1 ago Greec• had been the 

victim of • classic case of communist aggreseiol\ through subversion 

and insurgency. Already weakened b7 cour.ageou• struggles against 

Fascist Italy and .Nazi Oe;rmany 4nd a 1Qng 81\d oppHaeiva military 

occupation, this little coun.tey took the bt'Ul\t of a foretgn-inepired, 

for.eign•eupp11ed civil war oi the moat deadly kind. It struggled 

aga1nat the bleakaat poverty and financial diaotgantzation. Even 

its children were stolen. way by th• thousond• and taken ew•y by 

thoee vho sought to destroy Greek dentoc-racy. 

''But Gl"eece was vtetod.ous, as 4lway1. And today a free, proud 

· people govern. themselvea through free e:tect1ona,, p.l•y their full part 

in the- collective defense of the Ff•• World, •nd increase their per 

ca)ita national income at a rate among the higheat in. the world. We 

helped Greece to win-·and we should all be eternally grateful for 

the Viedom of President Truman and the many others who made ow:" contrl• 

button possible. But "'8 only helped. Greece did the job. the r•aaou 

why was made clear to us when we met Queen Frederica and King Paul on 

the island••• 



- 2 .. 


the island of Corfu. We had heei-d of the inspif4tion which they 

had provided to the Greek peopl• dUl:'ing the. dark days. We had 

he~td how the Queen expoeed herself to the sr•vest dangers to keep 

up the spirit• of hft· _people. .But wen w met her, it all fel~ 

into place,. and .- eoulcl feel the r•ason why Greece was victorious. 

because we could symbo1iae 1n our charm.ing hostess all the qualities 

which haw • -ebled Greece to defy tyranny through the ages. 

"Ladies and Gentlemen.••I give you Uer. Bighneaa. the Queen .of 

the Hellenes." 



SUGGESTED JAUCINO POmtS !OR MU.. JOHNSON. Foa 

LUNCBION. roa QUID, FUDD.IICA 


JANUAR.Y 27. 1964 

1.. Compl.s.men.t th• Que•n on one of the l,lelf aetivtt.ies 
of the Q\leen'• lund....pt:oviding dowi"y (prika·•pree-bh) for 
deservi11g. µnderprivileged vtllag• gi~ls. 

2. Get· her thought.a oo sosne acttvltie• needed in 
Northern Creeca to •t• ttde of ·Gr•ek wo;k•r• .-1greting 
to Germany, Jielgium and Italy. (their temittancee •l'• 
impoi:tent in. balanc• ot paymenta .but unusually large
numbers ere leaving now 6n.d causing morale probt~-
0 flowez of our: you.th is 1••~ing0 · thetuo.), 

.3. Ask _«bout p;ogtess of Quee~'• Fund program in 
bui1d1na codunity cent•r• in northern bo-rd•r ·areas. 
(Centers at8 '-cC>tllbioattoncreche•adult educatf.on•vocational 
training, staffed with profesa:l.Ql'lat social workers. Area 
ia problem, ·&aprea.s•d area.) ·­

4. Inquire about Quee~'• Fund projects in urban area ~. 
During November visit Queen waa curious about out ··law coet~ 
houalng programs for WOTkera. She may be thinking of some 
financing or promotio~ through Queen'• fund of such pl'ojeots •. 
It would be a good thing for image of rno~chy and for Grt1tece. 



Mr. 

v~ 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE __j / 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT ~ 

January 25, 1964 
,,.,,.,.,.,.....,,. 
ORANDUM 

Bromley Smith 5 
The White House 

FROM: 	 Benjamin H. Read . ~ 
Executive Secretary 

The Acting Secretary requested 
that the President be cautioned that 
the situation in Cyprus may change 
so fast that the first item in the 
briefing memo will be outdated 
by Monday. If so, we will send 
over an addendum. 

Attachment: 

Memo for the President - White House 
Luncheon for Queen Frederika - Briefing 
Memorandum. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


WASHINGTON 


January 25, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: 	 White House Luncheon for Queen Frederika ­
Briefing Memorandum 

Although Queen Frederika is here on an unofficial visit, 
perhaps you might wish to use the opportunity afforded by your 
luncheon on January 27 to underline to the Queen several points of 
interest of the United States. A biographic report on the Queen 
is enclosed. · 

Several suggested topics of conversation follow: 

1. Cyprus 

Convey to the Queen our appreciation for the restraint and 
cooperation from the Greek Government thus far. The situation on 
Cyprus is tense. Express hope that the Queen will exert all her 
considerable influence to make the London talks a success. Impress 
on her that we look to her to persuade Makarios and his followers 
to reject violence as a weapon of policy and to adopt a concilia• 
tory attitude - not only in their actions, but in their public state­
ments. Encourage the Queen to use her prestige to mediate between 
Greeks and Turks. Impress upon her the dire consequences of a .££!!_­
flagration involving Greece and Turkey which would endanger NATO and 
the Greek population in Istanbul. Tell her the only ones to benefit 
would be the Conmrunists. 

2. Greek 	Political Elections of February 16 

Ask the Queen about the outlook. Impress upon her our hope 
that elections will result in decisive majority for ~ of the 
nationalist parties and in a further decrease in the leftist vote. 
It is important that political stability be re-established to en­
able a government to carry out its program for the continued 
development of Greece. 

3. Economic 
-QQHPIB!MIDtL -.. 

GROUP 3 
. 	 Downgraded at 12 year intervals; 

not automatically declassified. 
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3. Economic 

Conunent on the favorable rate of economic progress Greece con­
tinues to experience.. Express our hope that after the election and 
hopefully a settlement of the Cyprus problem, the economy will shrug 
off any signs of inflationo (The recent price increase of the gold 
sovereign by $.33 even with heavy bank sales of sovereigns is dis­
quieting.) Impress upon the Queen that continued economic progress, 
resulting from wise policies and hard work (and United States aid), 
is vital to Greece and the United States. 

4. Family 

Ask about the King's health (we understand he has be.en in bed 
with rheumatism). Congratulate the Queen on the recent birth of her 
granddaughter and the forthcoming marriage (January, 1965 ) of the 
Crown Prince to Princess Anna Maria of Derunark. 

Enclosure: 

Biographic Report ­
Queen Frederika. 

-SQ:NFIBElN'f!Ais ­



CQ~fFrBENTfA:L-

QUEEN FREDERIKA 

Frederika, Queen of the Hellenes, wife of King Paul I of Greece, is 
a member of the former German royal family. Frederika has taken her 
position seriously and is widely respected, if not always popular, among 
all classes in the country. She has great charm, wit, and intelligence, 
and, although sometimes blunt or indiscreet, she appears to be conscious 
at all times of the responsibilities and prerogatives of her royal rank. 
Often simple and direct in manner, she is impatient with inefficiency in 
whatever form. She is an effective public speaker. 

Frederika and King Paul were married at Athens in 1938. Their three 
children are Princess Sophia, 26, Crown Prince Constantine, 24, and 
Princess Irene, 22. Princess Sophia was married to Prince Juan Carlos 
of Spain in May, 1962 and the Princess recently gave birth to a daughter. 
Prince Constantine is engaged to Princess Anna Maria of Denmark and they 
will be married in January, 1965. 

As Queen, Frederika is the active head of many Greek charitable soci­
eties, and she has devoted herself earnestly to the welfare projects that 
were developed in the wake of World War II and during the Communist-led 
guerrilla hostilities from 1947 to 1949. Frederika's front-line tours 
during the guerrilla war and her efforts to speed and assist rehabilita­
tion did much to improve her image in the post-war period when the Greeks 
were still embittered toward the Germans. 

Queen Frederika is generally considered a livelier, more decisive 
and controversial character than her husband, King Paul. The royal family 
is not wealthy, and this is frustrating to the Queen. Occasionally this 
leads to queenly indiscretions such as a demand for a large dowry for 
Sophia and an expensive royal airplane. These whims are not popular in 
Greece. 

Queen Frederika has visited the United States three times - once in 
October 1953 when she accompanied King Paul, again in October 1958, and 
in November 1963. She knows a wide number of influential Americans and 
supports u.s.-Greek relations wholeheartedlyo She believes that Greece's 
ties with the United States and the monarchy are Greece's best protection 
against Communism. ·" 

~lASSLFfED 
""'eOMi" IBEN'l'IALE.O. J2958. 5f>,:: . l5 
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December 16, 1963 

McGB ­

All Greeks are passionate about politics. These 
two friends of Mike Manatos are no exception. 

As a Karamanlis man myself, I find the character ­
ization of his regime as extreme Right rather in­
accurate; he did get more than half the votes for 
many years. Moreover, it was the Palace, a lot 
farther Right than Karamanlis, which engineered 
his downfall. 

As for Labouis se and co. , while they have never 
struck me as terribly effective, they aren't quite as 
depressingly biased as Mr. Vournas suggests. They 
kept excellent ties with Papandreou and Venizelos. 

Enfin, I certainly would not waste LBJ's time 
with this correspondence. If he's going to focus 
on Greece~ we can produce a far shorter and better 
informed brief. 

Dt~ /Pf)IJ~ 
RWK 
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To: RWK 
I. ·­

What say? 

-­ • I I 1~I.........._.....,.... 
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McG. B. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE /
WASHINGTON 

December 12, 1963 

) 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

McGeorge Bundy 

The attached material is self-explanatory. 

I know George Vournas very well and reiterate 
my statement to Ken O'Donnell attached. 

Attachments 

A ' 



,/~ 


December 12. 1963 

llear Mr. Pbillles: 

The tragic event• of the paat few weeks have prevented my 
acknowledgtna your letter of November 20th 1n which you 
p.ve me the beaefti of your view• with 1-espect to the new 
Ooverarnent of Greece. 

I recaU very well tho efforts you 1pea.rheaded ta. 1945 on 
The Juatlce fot Qreece Committee. 

Jn accordance wt.th your auggeaUon, l am pa••bl& on your 
letter to tho1e tnd1vldua.1• on the Pres!dent'• staff who have 
thla area of concern. 

l hope to be able to apprue the President of your riewa. 

With klndeat regard.a, 

Slncetely, 

Mike Mana.tos 
Admlnl•tra.Uve Assistant 

to the Prealdent 

Mr. Oeorge E.· Phlllles 
Chalrman 
The Publlc Relatt.ona ·Committee 
The JuaUce lor .Greece Committee 
1064 Elllc:ott Square 
Buffalo 3, New York 

MM/ac 

-
_) _ J 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Mr. Manatos: 

This was with material on Mr. 0 1D 1 s 
desk and far as I know, he didn 1t 
get a chance to show it to the President. 

Perhaps it should be passed along 
t9 someone else. 

H. Colle 

DE 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM 

November 9, 1963 

TO: Ken O'Donnell 

FROM: Mike Manatos 7' . 

It occurs to me that the attached letter from Mr. 

George Vournas, who is not only a close friend 

of mine, but a successful lawyer; a former Presi­

dent of Ahepa and a real student of Greek Govern­

ment and History, might be of interest to the 

Preside nt. 

Vournas is really a very astute observer. 

MM/ac 

Attachment 

r 



CABLE ADDRESS PHONES 

"GEVOUR" NATIONAL { 8 -!5!5BI 
8-!5!582 

LAW OFFICES OF 

GEORGE C.VOURNAS 
INVESTMENT BUILDING 

WASHINGTON 5, D. C. 

November 7th, 1963 

Mr. Mike N. Ma.natos 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Re: Politics, Government and Elections 
in Greece. 

Dear Mike: 

I returned late last night, having spent about fifteen days in Greeoe. 
The political developments flowing from the elections of November Jrd did not 
come as a surprise to me. In fact, I wired Pearson on Tuesday, October 29th, 
predicting that the Center -- Papandreou-Venizelos -- would receive 42.'f, of the 
vote. (Actually, they_received 42.6%, and perhaps it will be increased to 
reach 4J%.) 

It is sad to report, however, that our diplomatic and other representa­
tives in Greece have become, during the past few years, almost an official arm 
of the Greek Rightists and Birchites, whose number, under the most generous 
estimates, does not exceed 25~ of the Greek population. True, they are the 
element with the best houses, yachts, country estates, automobiles, etc. They 
and the •nasty are Greece's cream of the crop, arxi roughly speaking, like the 
Syngman Rhees of Korea, the Diems of Viet Nami the Chiang Kai Sheks of Formosa, 
etc., consider themselves God-annointed to rule. caramanlis -- otherwise a 
good man -- has been more or less their prisoner. They are against any dialogue 
between Right and Left. Their interests are best served by perpetuation of 
Right and Le~ polarization, since their undisputed Rightist position brings 
benefits in the form of .American aid, both open and concealed. Whatever they 
lacked in popular support, they tried to make up through oppression, rigged 
elections and terror at the countryside. 'Ille Center, which won the election, 
will, without the slightest doubt, increase its percentage if another election 
is held, because a beginning has been made in having honest elections and in 
removing the open and covered police oppression of the people -- particularly 
at the countryside where police power reigns supreme. 

Speaking of police powers, you would be interested to know that the 
. Security Police of Greece is not only numerous, it is the one and only insti­
tution in Greece which has had uninterrupted prosperity since the days of its 
establishment by the Metaxas dictatorship in the middle JOs. This organization, 
patterned after the Gestapo, served the Metaxas dictatorship, then the Germans 
and Italians during the occupation, and post-war Rightist governments to this 
day. It is the Security Police which issues certificates of good conduct (certi­
ficates pertaining to social views), an indispensible requirement for securing 
employment either with the Government or any private institution. '!his practice, 

DEC, em 




Mr. Mike N. Manatos -2- November 7th, 1963 

in turn, has opened wide avenues for abuses. Young boys and girls born after 

the Gennan occupation, graduating from high school and seeking employment, 

must produce such a certificate! The fact that they were infants during the 

revolutionary upheaval of the middle 40s is of no avail. The Security Police 

determine the issue on the basis of the views of the grandfather, the father, 

brothers and cousins at the time. Of course, a favorable certificate can be 

invariabiy procured for a consideration! 


, It is no secret that U. S. representatives -- diplomatic, A.I.D., Army 
4 and the flatfooted detectives otherwise known as the C.I.A. operatives, who 
invariably ~ their assignments in order to acquire status -- do not main­
tain even social contacts with the leadership of the Center that won the elec­
tion, much less with the leadership of the "left" known as EDA. In this con­
nection I have heard many disheartening reports regarding the doings of our 
own Ambassador, Mr. Labouisse, and particularly of Mr. Herbert c. Brewster. 
They have treated the leadership of the Center as potential enemies of the 
United States -- an obvious lunacy! Venizelos, who in my opinion will be 
the Vice President of the Council of Ministers and the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs in the new Government, is -- by tradition, training and heritage as 
the son of the great Eleftherios Venizelos -- a Democrat with capital letters. 
The same may be said of Mr. Papandreou, who is and has been a progressive 
Democrat for more than 45 years of political life. Greek education owes a 
lot to Mr. Papandreou, and it was his government which defended Greek democracy 
upon the withdrawal of the German forces of occupation. 

While on the subject, a word may be said also about the EDA -- the Hellen­

ic democratic front -- which is being accused of being under the thumb of Moscow. 

While it may be true that some members of the leadership follow the Communist 

line -- since Communism, as such, has been outlawed and it is a criminal offense 

to even mention the word in Greece -- there are others who are no more Communist 

than our Senator Morse or the late Fiorello La.Guardia or Harold Ickes. We must 

never lose sight of the fact that it serves Greek Birchites to paint in bold 

bright red strokes anyone not agreeing with them, because polarization has been 

their bread and butter. 


The time has come that not only the musicians (our representatives there), 
but also the tune must be changed in Greece and changed quickly. Unless this is 
done, we are running the risk of alienating ourselves from the broad masses of 
the Greek people. Let's stop equating Caramanlis and the discredited extreme 
Right wit~ Greece. The great masses of the Greek people are Democrats by inclina­
tion, history and tradition. Dictatorships do not long endure in the Greek climate. 
Our long-term national interest demands that we embrace the broad masses of the 
Greek people with affection and understanding, and aid them to solve their domestic 
problems in harmony with their traditio IArly other policy is bound to fail and 
fail miserably. / 

I
As/7 r, yours, 

Q/ ( ({:. ?£.,, 
GCV/mwe . George I ! nas 
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November 20, 1963 

Mr. Mike. ~. Manatos 
The White House 
Washington_25, D. c. 

Re: Current Government in Greece. 

Dear Mr. Manatos: 

I am using the stationery ot "THE JUSTICE FOR GREECE 
COMMITTEE" permissibly, I believe~ .to remind you ot 
1945 when you, as Administrative Assistant to Senator 
O'Mahoney, and I, as Past Supreme President ot the 
Ahepa, were inviting U.S. Senators to membership in 
this great Committee~ Its objective was to save 
battling Greece from being dragged behind tb:e Iron 
Curtain. This was achieved with the initial help
of the Senate. 

The argument was then, as now and ever will be, that 
the security of the U.S.A. requires a strong and 
democratic Greece as a bulwark in the Eastern Medi~ 
terranean, the most sensitive and geographically 
strategic sector in the world--a bridgehead for air, 
water and land activities between three continents. 
The voices of the 36 U.S. Senators and others, whose 
names are inscribed on this stationery, and pa~ticu­
larly of Senators Vandenberg and Connelly, echoed 
through the State Department and thence to the White 
House where the genius and vision of President Truman 
created his historic Doctrine. ' 

Resultantly, Greece is now free, strong and our loyal 
Ally. 

To continue that controlling status, Greece is 
presently in need:. First, of a strong and popular 
government, and Second, of a clear understanding ot 
her political situation by the White House, the State 
Department, the Congress and the populace. This 
American understanding and consequent policy must 
be predicated on cogent appraisal and unerring judg­
ment ot Greek politics, politicians and people. We 
must not tail Greece now as we almost failed her 
previous to the Trwna.n Doctrine due to the erroneous 
views and policy of the State Department and ot .our 
misguided press ot that time. I know that to be a 
fact. Representing "TEE JUSTICE FOR GREECE COMMITTEE", 
I hbad repeated debates at the State Department on that 
su ject. 
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Mr. ike N. Manatos -2- November 20, 1963 

Greek-born and .American-cultivated, I am now, as in 1945, interested 
in the foregoing matterso Obviously, Greece is again at the cross­
roads of transition and in a state of suspense. The masses have 
again spoken at the polls quite definitely regarding the situation. 

hether the goverrunent of Papandreou, which they preferred, will 
survive Greek "politics" and become viable will be determined, in 
a great measure, by the position that the U.S. takes. In my
humble judgment, failure to support heartily and tangibly Papandreou 
and Venizelos would be an error comparable to the pre-Truman errors 
of our Government. It would be bound to create an interminably
chaotic situation. 

My voice is not heard far and my influence as an individual is 
limited but, I believe, my judgment is sound and of potent value. 
It is based not on hearsay or on casual information or on probes
through diplomatic channels. (Often I found the conclusions of 
these channels about Greece woefully erroneous. The probers lack 
Greek mentality and even full opportunity to feel the pulse of the 
common people.) My judgment is based on my own Greek-American 
mentality and legal training and on actual knowledge of Greek 
politics, politicians and common people, their pride, ambitions, 
caprices and preoccupations; it is distilled through my own ex­
periences and study of their thinking and historyo 

To be specific: Aside from my one-half century of intense activities 
in America on behalf of Hellenism, during the period of 1939 to 
1959 (excepting 1940-1945), I lived for months at a time in Greece 
where, owing to my investment in the Ptolemais lignite industry, I 
dealt personally with Gen. Metaxas and former Prime inisters 
Tsaldaris, Geno Papagos, Papandreou, Venizelos and Karamanlis and 
their uabinets. I studied their idi syncracies, characteristics 
and propensities and I assessed thei~ individual abilities. Among 
them, Papandreou is outstanding in probity and ability and the 
staunchest friend of the U.S.A. 

I have nothing but praise for intelligent, stubborn, dominant, 
resolute and efficient Karamanlis. He has played his role well 
and he is still young. No politician, however, or even statesman, 
is flawless or immune to wear and tear. Furthermore, prolonged
power-wielding and monophony in politics engenders partiality,
stagnation and even satrapism. 

The masses appreciate that Karamanlis contributed tremendously 
to the progress, particular of public works and tourism. But 
they know that the riv11·e-ge pper class benefited directly 
from his fiscal polici So The income tax of the rich is practically
nil. They also know that the farmers, the civil servants and 
working people have been sidetracked by his economic and social 
program. 



Mr. Mike N. Manatoa -3- November 20, 1963 

The democratic people of Greece are entitled to a change--new
political blood, new ideas, new efforts, ne horizons. Papandreou
and his program will be overwhelmingly supported by them if he is 
fortunate enough to receive duly and unqualifiedly the blessing
of ashington and true encouragement at ·this critical time. He 
is detached from the upper privileged crust and ready to show his 
wo~th to his people and to the est. 

Comparing Papandreou·,. with those that I have mentioned above, I 
find him more understanding of the people's needs, more capable 
to produce economic, social and educational progress than the 
opposition Party. He is brilliant, unsurpassable as an orator, 
resourceful, farsighted, fearless, experienced and a true demo­
crat and eager to work. 

y dear friend, you are now in a key position, as you were in 
1945; your motives then, and mine, were and, I am sure, still are 
identical per se concerning our country and our ancestral land. 
Pre-1945, the official judgment in Washington was erratic; mine 
was correct. Please give consideration to my judgment on current 
Greek politics and, in the name of everything which we have in 
common, please make my considered views known to the President 
and wherever their intent and purpose may best be understood and 
served. Papandreou and venizelos should have unlimited support 
at this time. 

Thanking you for your courtesies and with my kindest personal 
regards, 

GEORGE E. PHILLI S 

gep/erf 



ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON v 

December 11,18795 

/ --v:-· ·~\ 
MEMORANDUM FOB. Ma. McGEORGJ! BUNDY 

.THE WHtTE HOUSE L--· 
Subject: 	Recommendation that the President 4nd 


Mrs~ Johnson host a luncheon in honor 

of Queen Frederika of Greece. 


Her Majesty Queen Frederika ·of the Hellenes plans to arrive 
in Washington, D. c. with her daughter, Princese· Irene, on 
January 26, 1964• . The Queen is making a private visit to the 
United States where she will be the guest of Barnard Coilege. 
An honorary degree will be awarded the Queen by Barnard on · 
January 22. 

According to the Greek Ambassador, Queen frederlka wishes 
to spend ·•bout five days tn Washington; ·D. c., residing at .the 
Embassy~ · The Ambassador Un.derstandtt fully that this :la a private 
and unofficial visit. · 

It is recommended that the President and Mrs. Johnson give 
a luncheon for Her Majesty during her s.tay, preferably either on 
January 27 or 28. It will be recalled that QueeQ Frederika 
attended the funeral of the late President, and that the President 
and Mrs. Johnson were entertained by their Majesties on Corfu 
when they visited Greece in 1962. 

. ' 
/s/ John A. McKesson 

for 
Benjamin H. Read 

Executive ·Secreta.ry 

http:Secreta.ry


COMPiDEti'!PiAL- December ll, 1963 

McGB­

I've been sitting on attached because of its 
low priority. 

My instinct had been to reject Duke's suggestion 
that JFK invite Queen Frederika down. No real 
reason why President has to see minor league royalty, 
especially on distaff side, every time they come. 
Moreover, Greek Royal Family has been meddling 
i n Greek politics again (see Athens 840 on Caramanlis 1 

disgust with King). 

Now that LBJ saw Queen at funeral, why should 
he put himself out in election year? As for Duke 1s 
point ab.out massaging Greek-American leaders, 
for every Greek-American who's a royalist, I sus­
pect there 1s at least one republican. So if you ap­
prove, 1111 tell Duke we'll finesse this one. At 
maximum, Mrs. Johnson might have Queen down 
for lunch. 

~Ir 
~ ~~ RWK 

D=LA~~ ~ 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5 a 

NLJ o.3.,3pp . " 


By~-· NARA, Date 'f.~J-D"/ GOMPiDEN'fiA;;-: ­



ADDRESS OFF1p1AL CO~NICA.'flONS TO 

THE S~CRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

18795 	 December 11, 1963 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: 	Recommendation that the President and 
Mrs. Johnson host a luncheon in honor 
of Queen Frederika of Greece. 

Her Majesty Queen Frederika of the Hellenes plans to arrive 
in Washington, D. C. with her daughter, Princess Irene, on 
January 26, 1964. The Queen is making a private visit to the 
United States where she will be the guest of Barnard College. 
An honorary degree will be awarded the Queen by Barnard on 
January 22. 

According to the Greek Ambassador, Queen Frederika wishes 
to spend about five days in Washington, D. C., residing at the 
Embassy. The Ambassador understands fully that this is a private 
and unofficial visit. 

It is recommended that the President and Mrs. Johnson give 
a luncheon for Her Majesty during her stay, preferably either on 
January 27 or 28. It will be recalled that Queen Frederika 
attended the funeral of the late President, and that the President 
and Mrs. Johnson were entertained by Their Majesties on Corfu 
when they visited Greece in 1962. 

Benjamin H. Read 
Executive Secretary 

OEC 1 9 1963 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

November 4, 1963 

MEMORANDUM FOR MRo D..\VID KLEIN- £~~~~ 
The White House 

Subject: 	 Visit of the Queen of Greece in 
January 

Ambassador Matsas of Greece has advised me that 
Her Majesty Frederika, Queen of the Hellenes, is 
expected to arrive with her daughter Princess Irene 
·and the Mistress of the Court in New York on 
January 2lo 

She is to be the guest of Barnard College the 
afternoon of January 22 and that evening there ~i~il 
be a banquet at the Waldorf which probably will be 
attended by the Secretary of Stateo On Friday, 
January 24, the Hellenic Foundation will also. give 
a dinner, after which the Queen would be f~e~ to come 
to Washington. The Ambassador asked me to ~\i~e 
the White House of this and inquired as to what ·plans 
the President and Mrs. Kennedy might .have in connection 
with this unofficial, informal visit. 

Subsequently, I had an opportunity to talk the 
matter over with Mrs. Kennedy who appeared to be open 
minded on the subject of a possible luncheon on 
Sunday, January 26, at Atoka in Virginia. Alternatively, 
I would propose that the President and Mrs. Kennedy 
give a luncheon on Monday, January 27, as I feel there 
are many Greek-American leaders around the United Statef 
who would not otherwise have an opportunity to come to 

the White 

PAESERVATtON COP" 
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the White Houseo The guest ·list would be handled 
in a manner similar to the Irish, German and Italian 
visits, although presumably much smallero A Read to 
Bundy memorandum will be coming over on this subject 
at an appropriate timeo 

Angier Biddle Duke 
Chief of Protocol 

1 . 
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SUBJECT: Greek Request for Economic Assistance 


Part I of II 


PARTICIPANTS: 	 The Secretary. 

Elias Tsirimokos, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 


of Greece. 
Alexander A. Matsas, Ambassador of Greece. 
Marcos Economides, Executive Secretary, Greek Foreign Ministry. 
Constantine Panayotacos, Counselor, Embassy of Greece. 
William B. Buffum, Deputy Assistant Secretary, IO. 
Katherine W. Bracken, Director, GTI 
Richard W. Barham, OIC, Greek Affairs. o~..GINALi' ·'"' ~ TO RM/R !'OR 
A. Tumayan, Interpreter. 	 ­

REb°'GRDING & DISTRIBUTION 
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S/S~ c-c CIA WH EUR E DOD Agriculture Amembassv ATHENS 
S/PI INR/OD NFA AID Treasury --,

The Secretary, after an ex-change of greetings, asked Deputy Prime Minister 1 

Tsirimokos about his plans for the immediate future and if he would attend 
the NATO meeting. Tsirimokos replied that he hoped to be in time for the NATO 
meeting; however, he could not leave without his Turkish colleague. They would 
~o together to NA~O as friends leaving_here the question that divides them. 

The Deputy Prime Minister then brought up the Greek economic situation 
which he said was of major concern to the GOG. Before Parliament recesses for 
Christmas, the GOG plans to introduce stringent economic measures. It is 
most i mportant, Tsirimokos declared, that the GOG be able to announce some 
form of U. s. aid in conjunction with the new measures. The Secretary replied 
that he was working on it personally, and, · ~as had been explained to Ambassador 
Matsas, the problem was not one of will but rather it was how to find the 
resources needed. He told Tsirimokos that the P. L. 480 issue was very close 
to a solution and assured him that we were aware of the importance of the time 
factor. 

Tsirimokos expressed great pleasure that the Secretary was dealing with 
the matter personallyo He recalled his meeting; 6£ the day before at the Depart• 
ments of Agriculture and Treasury where he had heard excellent presentations 
of the technical aspects affecting U. s. trade and finance. He commented that 
political considerations sometimes go beyo~d the economic considerations1 which 
he hoped would be the case in this instance. 

Tsirimokos 
L 	 _J 
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Tsirimokos said he was embarrassed at having to request us to do something 
extremely difficult falling as it did outside the scope and philosophy 
of our aid program, but he was impelled to do so by the clear emergency 
that had arisen. The Secretary explained that the political considerations 
involved were not so much external ones but considerations arising out of our 
commitments to our own Congress, whose members at the moment were scattered all 
over the world. · He said he understood the political importance of this 
problem for Greece. 

Tsirimokos queried whether the GOG could have something concrete from 
the U. s. at this time coupled with public assurances of the continuing 
interest of the U. s~ in Greece.• s problems. The Secretary asserted our desire 
to be concrete on at least one or two things. He added that, though repetition 
in politics is dull, he would have thought that many people in Greece, after 
twenty years of cooperation with the U. s., would have no doubt about our 
commitment to their country, and in this case we would do our very best. 
Ambassador Matsas declared that if the Greek people could have heard what 
the Secretary had told him on their previous meeting they would have felt 
greatly reassured. Tsirimokos ·reiterated GOG plans for introducing 
Hunpleasant" measures soon, noting that it would be very helpful if something 
could be announced by the u. s. this week. 
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r- Ambassador Matsas called on the Secretary on November 29 on instructions; -i 
regarding the status of the Greek request for economic assistance. Matsas 
described the economic situation in Greece as extremely serious, noting in 
this connection the shrinking reserves, the large balance of payments gap, and 
other "disheartening statistics". He expressed fear that the "impending 
economic crisis" could lead to chaos which, as events of the past summer 
have shown, could bring forth subversive forces. He noted that US help in 
the past had provided the basis for economic recovery in Greece and urged 
another boost for Greece, a sort of rescue operation. rtie Ambassador stressed 
that the GOG intends to take severe corrective measures but needs US help to 
make this possible. He added that the GOG would not like to be forced into 
drastic economic measures such as a cut in military expenditures. 

Secretary Rusk asserted the strong interest of the US in the security. 
political health, and economic prosperity of Greece, which, he added, is 
vital to us and to the free world in general. The Secretary said that the 
essence of our problem is as follows: There are no more free dollars. 
We have certain "bank accounts", some of which are heavily ov~rdrawn. We 
would hope, together with the Greeks, to look at these various bank accounts 
to see what might be done, for example, through P.L. 480 and the Ex•!Jn Bank. 
We understand, however, that the GOG does not want to ca11 on the EMA. wboae 
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original capital was U.S. funds. Ambassador Matsas replied that an EMA 

drawing would have an advers.e psychological effect and that a show of 

U.S. interest would be necessary to boost Greek morale. Matsas harked 

back to previous assurances by the U.S. fi.963 Aide Memoire7 that the 

phase~out ·of aid to Greece would be reconsidered if neces-Sary. He also 

quoted Mr. Bell as having made a statement in November:~to the effect 

that external help can provide the crucial margin for developing countries. 

The Ambassador added that now is the time as far as Qreece is concerned 

and that assistance for Greece should be viewed here as an emergency 

rescue operation. The Ambassador asked what he might report to the GOG 

on the status of the aid request. 


The Secretary assured him that we are ready to sit down with the Greeks 

to see how we, within our meaIUJ, might be helpful. We would hope that the 

GOG would be flexible with regard to means so that we could be of maximum 

help. It is a matter, he said, of trying to put together our resources to 


·help Greece meet its problem. He cautioned, however, that on the psychological 
side, we might need help from the GOG on how to move. If, for example, 
there is a feeling in Greece that whatever happens the US is always there 
then some re-education may be required. Ambassador Matsas gave hasty 
assurances that no pressure was intended but that the GOG merely wanted to 
make its problems known to the USG. In response to the Secretary• s. inquiry, 
Matsas stated that the lack of drachmas is one of the principal problems 
in Greece. Mr. Caranicas suggested that the drachma problem might best be 
solved by reinstituting a P. · L. 480, Title I program in Greece. The Secretary 
pointed out that the existence of surpluses in Greece of products similar to 
those we have in surplus would make it difficult for us to justify such a 
program to Congress. 

Ambassador Matsas then raised the question of a program loan. The 

Secretary explained that this would be very difficult. ·He added. however, 

that "there are many ways to skin a cat", and we are looking for ways 

of meeting the Greek problem in light of our own problems. In this respect• 

he expressed hope that people in Athens will not get their minds fixed 

on particular kinds of help to the extent that a psychological problem is 

created with regard to means. He assured the Ambassador that the USG is 

sensitive to the fact that the GOG is on thin margins politically. 

Ambassador Matsas asked whether the Secretary's words could be made 

public to the extent of indicating that the US has a continuing interest 

in Greece, and so forth, without, of course, creating false impressions. The 

Secretary replied that we are willing to consider some kind of statement. 

Again there might be a problem if people in Athens have locked themselves 

into a particular way .of thinking as to methods. The Ambassador said he 

would discuss the question of a statement with the roreign Minister. 




Secretary Rusk brought up the question of Greek use of EMA funds. 
One of our problems, he noted, is that we have funds in this institution, 
funds that are marking time and should get to work. He said he understood 
Greek reluctance to go to IMF where the gold tranche constitutes part 
of the GOG reserves; but what about EMA? Both Ambassador Matsas and 
Mr. Caranicas maintained that the short•term credits available from the 
EMA would not help Greece, which must have long•term credits to resto~ec 

confidence. In this regard, the Secretary noted that over $100 billion 
of our credit burden isshort term. 

The Secretary referred to the reputation of the Greeks for good 
business sense and said he sees this perhaps hindering the short term 
solution. There are two problemsi The inunediate situation and the 
need for long term development credits. We should not confuse the two 
solutions. He suggested that the Greeks might temporarily go counter 
to their good business sense and do what is necessary in this emergency 
situation. 

In conclusion, Ambassador Matsas asked what he might report to his 
ernment on the aid request, suggesting that he might say that the US 

is studying ways to meet the situation but can provide no program loan. 
The Secretary reiterated that a program loan would be extremely difficult, 
but that we are looking at a variety of resources that might be brought to 
bear to meet the situation. This matter, he said, will be looked after · 
principal~y in Athens through Ambassador Talbot, who understands thoroughly 
the problems from the Washington side and can be trusted to take care of 
Greek interests. Ambassador Matsas returned to the question of a "state• 
ment of encouragement" and Mr. Caranicas again referred to the 1963 Aide 
Memoire as having the necessary statements regarding US reconsideration of 
Greek needs. The Ambassador added that the moment of need Js here. The 
Secretary said we would approach it with that in view and, together with 
the Greeks, with whom we have shar~~ many foxholes in the past, would 
seek to find a way out of this one. 
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DATE: 

SUBJECT: 	 Cyprus: Greek"Turk Talks at Lo 

PARTICIPANTS: 	 The Secretary 
Mr. Richard W. Barham, Officer in Charge, Greek Affairs, NEA. 

His Excellency Alexander A. Matsas, Ambassador of Greece. 
Mr. George D. Vranopoulos, First Secretary, Embassy of Greece. 

COPIES TO: 

sis NEA CIA Amembassy ATHENS Amembassy LONDON 
S/P INR/OD White Hous~v Amembassy ANKARA 

G EUR/RPM USUN Amembassy NICOSIA 

r- Ambassador Matsas expressed the appreciation of Foreign Minister Costopoulo;l 

for the Secretary's continuing interest in a settlement of Greek"Turkish differ• 

ences. He asked if the Secretary had any thoughts on the subject that could be 

passed on to the Foreign Minister, especially in view of the planned London talks. 


The Secretary replied that his views are well known. We would like to see 

relations between Greece and Turkey improved; the dispute has burdened our own 

relations with the two countries. For the London talks to succeed, both sides 

will have to display good will and patience. The two foreign ministers will need 

to approach the meeting in a good frame of mind, and they should not be dis• 

appointed over any initial difficulties that are likely to crop up. One thing on 

which they should refresh their minds is that Greece and Turkey have many common 

interests; they are neighbors and allies, both are interested in peace, neither 

wants to see unfriendly outsiders gain influence in the area, and there are many 

other elements in common. They should have in mind that perhaps more than one 

meeting will be called for at London to establish the proper contact for wrestling 

with the problems. (The Secretary observed that he and Gromyko talked about the 

Berlin problem for one and a half years.) 


Secretary Rusk said that before going to London he would consult our 

Ambassadors in the countries concerned with the Cyprus issue so that he would 

have a better basis for talking with Costopoulos and IJik. 


Ambassador Matsas commented that Foreign Minister Costopoulos hopes the 

Turks will not do anything to disturb the situation so that a peaceful climate 
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can be maintained before and after the London meeting. Matsas voiced the 
personal hope that the GOT would not look upon the Greek initiative as 
resulting from Turkish pressures. 

In response to a question from the Secretary about Makarios' knowledge 
of the proposed London meeting, Matsas said the Archbishop probably does 
not know about it. 

Secretary Rusk assured the Ambassador that the USG will do everything 
possible to see that the atmosphere for the meeting is favorable. In his 
view what is said at the NATO table could have an important bearing on the 
talks; it is probably better, therefore, for the two foreign ministers not 
to debate their differences in the Council. Matsas replied that Costopoulos 
is very much aware of this and has asked IJik to agree not to engage in 
provocative debates. 
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After the President greeted Ambassador Matsa.s cordially, the 
Ambassador said he tL."1.deJ"stood that the President had aJ.ready ta.ken action on 
the letter now be.:l:ng formally deliYere:d. However, Matsa.s had had no re:90rt 
as yet on the Ball conversation i.'1 Athens. · Tne President then carefully 
read_ Prime Minister Pa.pand.reou 1 s letter. 

'ILe President made clear our position on the Cyprus crisis. Outside 
:powers could not solve it. The Greel~s and Turks must settle it themfJelves. 
He bel.ieved .t.."-'le Prime Minister of Greece should get "together with Prin:e 
Minister Inonu, or have some re:Q:::·eser:tative ta.l.lt with the TurkG. We had 
told h1rkey t..'riat there could :r~ot ·oe war but we didn 1 t know how long this 
would stick. YlOreover, we we:...e 11c~isappointed." that the Greek Gover!'lnlent ­
h~.d. not taken the initiative to m~:et end ta.J....1< with the Turks o It ·was much 
more ciangerous not to get tog~ther ~'la."1 to get together. As ·we saw it, 
there were two requirements for a solutiqn: (a.) whatever was done must be 
per~2..nent; (b) the so1utio~ could not be humiliating to either side. It was 

much 
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much more dangerous . not to hav~., a solution. War could help nobody. 
T'!lerefore, the President continued, , he had told Ball to urge Pa:pa.'l'ldreou 
to ta.~e the initie.tive in getting together somehow with the Turks. T'ne US 
:;eople; \·:ere becomi..'l'lg quite worried over the Cyprus problem; they could.n 1t 
u_rid.erstand why "two of our close allies were growling at each other. 11 As 
for Makarios, he didn 1t seem to care. He thought he had the Greeks su:pportj.ng 
him. l'liea."lWhiJ..e, the Sovieta were meddling and :f'ully expected to "!in in the ... 
~nd. So we thought the Greeks must show some statesmanship and get moving 
toward agreement. · 

The President returned to the theme of American public attitudes. 
Some .l.rr~ericans were already ·wondering if they should go to Europe and to 
the E;;.·:.-cern Medi terra.nean nov1. There ¥1as no reason ·why Turkey a.'l'ld Greece 
eoulC.n 1 t agree to talk about their problem. It would be dangerous if they 
did not. 'lb repeat, this solution should be perma.'l'lent and not humiliating 
to eit~cr side. We had gone to the aid of Greece and Turkey in the Truman 
Doctrine. We had helped through the years, and wanted to help nO't-1. But 
Greece and Turkey must grasp the problem•. We had stopped the.Turks from 
:novh~;, but we could.n 1.t drop the matter there. We wanted to ·see them at.. the 
con1~erencc table. Greece should take the initiative. 

what 
· The .Ambassador asked/response his government had given to Ball. 

Tne President replied that they seemed to be consideri!i..g our demarche. 
But he urged a Gre.~k initiative. Action was what was needed. 

Matsas explained that the chief need as his government saw it was·to 
stop the consta.."'it threats of invasion. The Pr~sident interrupted him, 
saying we had stopped it already but couldn't stop it always. We had ·acted 
vigorously when ·trouble was imminent, but we might not be able to stop .the 
Turks a::;ain• 

. Ambassador Matsas agreed there were still dar..gers a.head. !i:..s government 
had. h~i disturbing re:ports in the last day or so, including rer..orted 
overflights of Rhodes. The President replied, 11 If I ca.n•t get you to talk, 
I can• t keep the Turks from rr.ovi!'.g." 

H~tsas again sought to explain the Greek position•. He reported that 
the whole trouble lay in the continuing Turkizh threat to invade Cy~rus .­
The Pre:Jident interjected: "Or in your support of what Makarios is doing, 
or in a:.."!lls i-'11:90rts." The .Ambassad·:>r replied that otherwise Mak~ios would 
:-~ 3.ve f<~lt isol~..t~do There ·wer~ t1,'.J dangers: The Greek-Turl-:ish tensions 
and tl18 risk of r.:aka.rios drifting to "the other side." Both are the 
consequence of the Turkish threats. If only the US could secure Turkish 

agreement 

SECRiJT .._ 

http:su:pportj.ng


-3­

agreem¢nt not tQ. invade, then tensions would be reduced and there would be · 
no need for a·rrr~s imports to Cyprus, etc. etc. The Presid~nt emphasized 
that we · could not get .the threat call~d off until the Greeks had agreed to 
talk. This ,called for statesmanship. p·a:pandreou ·was a statesman. Mats as 
should tell ,his Prime Min"is~te~ to. c.all Inonu today and, ccarrang:e .a ~~et,ing:.. 
We had. done every~hing we could. o:ur troubles around the world these days 
were not . our own; our troubles turned out to·be mostly di'sputes between . 
out: allJ,es. Ce:rtainly Greece and Turkey would not be justi·fied in destroying 
NATO ove.r this issue • • · · 

Matsas ~s'k
1

ed if the President · thought it impossible to get the Turks not 
to. invade.. The Pres.ident said: ''Nothing is· .impossible if people will act. 11 

But Pap.01.ndreou must act in ·this case if we were to have peace and not war. 
Hatsas t:r.ied to point out again that Turkish agreement not. to invade was 
the key to the. situation. The President. said bluntly that, we could not 
ge~ the Turks to turrt o.f f until there, was some basis on which to argue with 
them; He noted. that the Greek Government ,.;;as apparently willing to have 
secret t:alks (this surprised Matsas who 'tvas obviously unaware of this. So 
Mr. Korne'.t" confirmed that the Fore:i..gn Minister had said secret talks were 
9ossib:Le). Matsas then asked whether any US proposals had been mentioned 
by Ball. The President said that we were .not going to make proposals· 
ourselves at this point. Any US proposals would be seized upon by one side 
or the other and used to blame us. We want the Greeks and Turks to .start 
making proposals to ,,each --other. This should be a matter between.. the two 
of then1. Matsas added:, "And the Cypriots. " Matsas said that: "talks ,are 
difficult under the threat of invasion. tr The President immediately ca.me 
back: "Of course .they ',re · difficult. But it 1 s more diffic.ult to talk after 
an invasion. Get together and work something out. If not, all NATO will 
become involvec1.-" 

The AT.bassador cont.end.ed that. the Greeks from the· beginn;i.ng had 
sought to keep the dispute d~l1ped down and avoid actions which increased 
the threat of hostilities. He 3ave ex·amples of proposals advanced to the 
ErJ.. tish, cooperating with the U:l, etc. In contrast, he said, the Turks 
have done everything to spread the dispute, as by the·ir treatment of the 
Greeks in .Istanbul. The Presiden.t said he thought Papandreou should appoint 
·someone ~nd talk wi,th l .nonu immediately.. ·Talk was far better than the 
way of the jungle. Matsas attempted to return to the theme of calling the 
Turks off. The President interrupted him again, saying: 0 r . have only a. temporary 
hold-of'f. What we want is for your Prime. Minister to sit down with the 
'T\n:-l:ish Prime Hlnister and work out an agreement. Our people at'.e getting 
~:erribly wo·rried. 1

' Matsas· said that temporary .cessation o.f the invasion 
threat won't solve the problem: it ;won 1 t keep Makarios . from building up ·: 
arms supplies. The; :President responded that nothing would. The President 
said: uThe Turks are the only ones I have gott.en to do anything 'till now. 
All I want .is for the Greek ·Prime Minister to sit do'Wn. and talk. Thi:s is 
i"1ut so difficult. u fie pointed out that by just this means he had go.tten 

the 
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che railroad strike settled in ten days. But Greece always wants Turkey 
!:'o do something to ease tensions and Turkey always wants Greece to do 
something. Wha~ was the Greek program for settling the crisis? 

Mats:~s described the desire for a fully independent state with 
self-determination and guarantees of minority~rights. He noted ehis 
was a "compromise" position (i. e. not enosis). He asked what the President 
thought of this approach. The President said that we couldn't negotiate 
for the Turks. All we wanted was' for Greece to get together with them. 
It wasn't up to us to say what agreement should be reached. "we stopped 
an invasion the other night. Now we want a conference. Let's start dis­
cussing this thing." He again mentioned the problem of American tourists 
go.ln'g to the threatened area. It was easier to talk than to fight. The 
President told the A~bassador: "You will only be admired for saying 
'let's talk'." It was a matter of the Biblical injunction, "Co=ne let us 
reason together." Mtsas said he W\)uld so report to his gove}:'nment. 

The President then changed tactics and pointed out the strong American 
affection for Greece. The President himself would like to trave~ there 
again soon with his family. But there could not be a war. We had turned 
off the Turks. Now we want talks. As Speaker Rayburn had said, "It's always 
bettci" to talk than fight. 11 Matsas tried once more to press the theme that 
the US or the UN Security Council should get the Turks to call off their 
invasion threats. The Pres_ident said> "Let's see what you can do for us 
and we ·wi 11 see what -we can do for you." Matsas sought to inquire. whether 
this meant the President would get Turkey to agree permanently not to inv~de .. 
The President carefully avoided any s~ch commitment. He said: "I made a 
positive request of the Turks and they said that even though they didn't agree 
they would comply. I now make a positive request to you to talk.. If you · 
comply, we will then make some suggestions to the Turks. That's better than 
fighting. 11 The President did not tell him what these suggestions would be, 
but promi s ed that if Papandreou would try to bring Greece and Turkey together, 
we v.1ou ld ;"l e lp al1 we could to -move things along to an agreement. Otherwise 
we 1 d have a _disaster. 

The President asked Matsas to tell his Prime Minister of the President's 
deep sense of friendship . for him and for Greeca. The President was counting 
heavily on Papandreou. We did not want the US people to get the idea that _ 
Mal:arios was. "using 11 the Greeks. "Greece must avoid at all costs humiliating 
i.t s ally Turkey. Even in the Cuban missile, crisis, we always left the enemy 
a way 01...!t . With an ally it w.3.s even more important to leave a way out." 

The President observed that negotiating with Makarios was impossible •. 
Mal~arios wasn't interested in the security of the West. But Greece, Turkey, 

and 
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.:-,J:"~<l the US were. Matsas interjected that Greece could not negotiate 
without Makarios. The President indicating understanding that the 
Cypriots would have to be consulted at some point but the important thing 
was Greek-Turkish agreement. Greece talked about its responsibilities to 
the Greek Cypriots. Didn't the Greeks see that the fate of 100,000 Turkish 
Cypriots was a matter of honor for Inonu too? 

' Ambassador. Matsas assured the President that he would promptly inform 
his Government. 
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June 2, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGB BUNJ)Y 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: 	 Reply to letter of former Greek 

Prime Minis tet Caramanlis 

to the President. 

Mr. Bundy's Memorandum of May 14. 


The Department has recomtnendecl that the 

Secretary reply to the letter of former Greak Prime 

Minister Constantine Caramanlis dated April 20, 1964 

and addressed to President Johnson from New York. 

The Secretary has aig11ed the suggested letter, a copy 

of which is enclosed·. 

\~\ ~\ . LJ . Dcl0·,~ 
~0i 

Benjamin H. Read 
Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Copy of letter from the 

Secretary to Mr. Caramanlts. 




?-~y 27, 196L~ 

Dear Mr. Caram.::::.lis: 
..· 

The Prcside11t hns az~~ed me to rqply 
co your kind letter fro:i New Yorlc and to 
thank you for your Sy=::!p~th~tic interest. 
~th the Pz-esident and Mrs. -Johnson re­
mem»ei- with pleasure th~ir visit to Greece 
in 1962 · and your part in ma.king t.~at visit 
a success. 

With ~arm regards, 

Sincerely, 

lsI Dean P..usk 

Dean Rusk 

His Ex=ellency 
Constantine Caramanlis, 

6 Boulevard ~!.aillot, 
Paris 16, France. 

•, .... \.~ 



CJ.U S-H€RRY-N€THGRIAND 
7al Flll'TH AVIENUI: 

NIEW YORK aa, NIEW YORK 

RECEIVED 

New York, April 20th, 1964 

Dear Mr.President, 

On the occassion of my passag~ through the United States 
I wish to address to you, my warmest greetings. 

I always remember the useful talks we had during your 
last visit to Greece and the keen interest you sho¥ed in 
her problems. 

I am following, with much interest, your succesful 
endeavours for the solution of the internal and foreign 
policy matters with which your great country is faced 
and wish you success at the forthcoming elections for 
the benefit of the United States and of the Free World. 

Please convey my respects to Mrs. Johnson. 

Yours sincerely'· 
/ ,/""' 

C· 

C.Karamanlis 
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DATaioved>er 2s. 1963 

SUBJECT: President •s £.ee·eption. November 25, 1963 

PARTICIPANTS: Pr id t : ., .t..- ·. . .es en w01w.son Ber 'Majeat.y~ Queen rrederika of Greec~ 
Ass1stant ·Secret8ry of. state 

Phillips Talbot 
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Th.a President welcomed the Q\Seen. recalling his long and friendly 
assocut:loti with Greeec• .. Ke reminded her that he had been the first member 
of Congress to speak in favqr of the rruman Doctrine. · She responded tluit 
she ·. 1:emembored tllat -well. · and that Jaeri.c:an .actiona bad eaved Greece. 
ibe .President ·refen-ed to Gl"eece ·as a bravo country and staun.ch a.lly• . 
with whom we stand firmly• 

. In response. to the President's quMtion abc>Ut the current situation 
in Greece, she said it was going to be all rtght. · The ''present erowd" 
(the new Govenwent) \tere a _ little nervoua,. because they had attaclted 
"ue" (presumably the Royal Fmd..ly) while they were out of office. · But they 
were learntns that they could work with •ua" and abe dtd not foresee mlY 
great ti:ouble. She W(lnted hesidont Jobnaon. and .the United Statoa to know 
as a cereainty that so long as her husband was there, thO Coaiunists would 
nwer_gain any power -in Greece. " President Johnson etdd b6 was . aura this 
was true. and that we are proud of our fd.endehip with Ql-eec.e. 
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