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LIMITED OFFICIAL 1JS.E 

DEPARTMENT OF :STATE 

Washington, b.C. 20520 

September 18, 1967 · 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT· W. 'ROSTOW 
THE WHIT.E HOUSE. 

SUBJECl': Mes.sage to the Pre~si.dent £rom 
King Con$tantine 

The encTosed telegram from .Embassy Athens 

transmits King Constantine .is message of tharikS to 

the .President .for the King 1.s lunch.eon vis:it at the 

White House on September 11 and responds to the 

P.res'ident ·'s farewell message of Septembe.r 12·0 We 

recommend that no reply be sent~ 

Enclosure: 

Athens 1313 
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Monday, September 11, 1967 -- 10:50 a.m. 

M-r. ·president: 

Attached ls an evidently well-organlzed set of telegram.a urging you not 
to relent on mWtary aid to Greece, on the occasion of the King's lunch with 
you today. The signers are: 

Melina Mel"courl 11 Long Island, New York 
Jules Dass.in, Lo11g· Island, New York 
Theodore· Stathis, Executive Secretary, American Committee for 

Democracy and Freedom ln Greece. New York 
Greek Swedlah Committee for Democracy 1n Greece and 

Swedish Greek .Assoclatlon and The Greek Students Assoclatlon 
in Sweden, Stockholm 

Several Members of Parliament and organlzatlons, Stockholm 
Paul Claudato, New York 
Allki and Paul Nord. New York 
800 Members 0£ Minnesotans for Democracy and Freedbm ln Greece, 

Minneapolla, Minn. 
A. Vasslllades, Chevy Chase, Maryland 
Amnesty International of the USA, Chevy Chase, Maryland 
Council for Democracy 1n Greece (Irvington, N. Y. ) • Chevy Chase. Md. 
D. J. Kostas, Chevy Chase, Maryland 

Helen Gogo, l.Drenton, New Jersey 

Stephanie Gersten, New York 

A. Gregorladea. New York 

Professor K. Goulla.nos, Princeton University ­
1udlth Alwin, 'Minneapolls, Minn. 


\V. W. Roatow 

WWRostow:r,µi 
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September 9, 1967 

SUGGESTED PRESIDENTIAL TOAST -Luncheon for King Constantine of Greece 

Your Majesty, Gentlemen: 

I am always happy to greet old friends in this house. Today 

I do so in a special sense. Your Majesty is the leader of a people 

with whom we enjoy a lon g history of close friendship and alliance. 

But the Greeks and their brave young King are something more 

than friends and allies. Greece holds a unique place in the hearts 

of all Americans. As the birthplace of democracy, ancient Greece 

gave mankind its most cherished ideals of political and intellectual 

liberty. It was upon these ideals that our own government was 

founded. Our devotion to them - -at home and throughout the world- ­

is stronger than ever. 

In recent years, of course, Greece and the United States have 

joined in a true partnership for freedom. I think it is fitting that Your 

Majes.ty is visiting us just one generation since that memorable day 

in 1947 - -when President Harry Truman set forth the historic doctrine 

that bears his name. 

http:Majes.ty
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Freedom, liberty, justice ---since his school days, every 
associates 

American~ these with the name of Greece. In the final 

reckoning, Your Majesty, that is what we are all about. 

That is also why the American people are so interested in what 

happens in your country. We wish very much for the well being of 

the Greek pcmple . We are concerned that they enjoy fully the 

benefits of the democratic system their forefathers created. 

Your Majesty will remember that I had the pleasure of visiting 

Greece in 1962. I met many of your people. I was deeply moved by 

their great spirit and vitality. We are proud to have such people 

at our side. And after our talk today, I am more than ever encouraged 

that Greece has Your Majesty as its leader. Histln-y has given us 

many examples of a crown not fitting a young head. In your case, 

Your Majesty, I think of what Shakespeare said of Lear: 11 Ay, every 

inch a King. 11 

Gentlemen, I ask you to join me in a toast to a distinguished 

leader of a great people - -His Majesty, King Constaittine of Greece. 
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September 8, 1967 

VISIT OF KING CONSTANTINE OF GREECE 


September 11, 1967 


SUGGESTED PRESIDENTIAL-TOAST WHITE HOUSE LUNCHEON 

Your Majesty, Gentlemen: 

It is indeed a pleasure to receive among us the 

leader of a people with whom we have had a long history 

of close friendship ~nd alliance. 

Greece holds a special place in the hearts of all 

Americans. As the birthplace .of democracy, ancient 

Greece fostered the concept of political liberty which 

has provided an example to free peoples do\vn through the 

ages. Our own forefathers .were steeped in the history 

and philosophy of ancient Greece, and it was upon this 

unequalled richness of thought that they drew in creating 

the historic documents which form the foundation of our 

political system today. 

In more recent years, Greece and the United States 

have joined together in a partnership for freedom. It 

is fitting, I think, that Your Majesty is visiting us 
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~ 
just one generation since that historic day in 1947 when 

President Harry Truman appeared before the American Congress 

to set forth the historic doctrine which bears his name. 

It is because of these ties and ·connections ·tha·t the 

American people are_so interested in what goes on in Greece. 

They wish fervently for the well-being of the Greek people, 
. 

in the full enjoyment of the b~nefits of the democratic 

system which since his school-days every American associates 

with the name of Greece. 

Your Majesty, I hid the gr~at pleasure of visiting 

your country in 1962. I met many of your· people. I was 

deeply impressed by their tremendous spirit, by their 

vitality, and by ·their industriousness. We are proud to 

have such people as .our allies, and r · salute you as their 

representative and leader. 

Your devotion to the cause of liberty serves as a 

symbol to your people. We in the United States are 

confident that you will continue to lead your people in the 

g~cat tr~dit ion of Greece. 
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Ladies~ and gentlemen, .I ask you to join me in a 

toast to the distinguished leader of a great people, His 

Majesty King Constantine of Greece. 

Drafted by: NEA - Mr. Owens 
NEA· ­ Mr. Rockwell 

Cleared by: NEA - Mr. Rockwell 
S/S - S:RGHoudek, Rm. 7237, Ext. 4155 

. ·.. ... . . , : _. r-. . .... . • . . "· ...... -.· . ,. ·. . . . ... .. . ~ ... . . ' 
~ 

..· ·. ·. 
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VISIT OF KING CONSTANTINE OF GREECE 
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, Suggested Farewe ll Telegram 

Your Majesty: 

It has been an honor and privilege . to know you. Our 

meeting reaffirmed the existing close relations between 

our two peoples. I know that, whatever difficulties may 

temporarily intervene , these historic ties of friendship 

will remain solid tb sustain us. 

I b elieve that our conversation, although brief~ was 

very valuable. It has made clearer to us the problems 

f ~cing Greece. It has also been extremely reassuring to 

h ave heard you express the wish and intention that Greece 

return as quickly as possible to the path of democracy, a 

_path that our two people s have historically traveled. You 

may be sure that the people and government of the United 

States fully support this obj ective of a return to con­

s t i tutionalism and representative government , which are 

the mainstays of democratic society. 

It was a great p leasure to know you pers onally . It 

i s r eassuring to know that the leadership of the great 

Hellenic people is in su~h dedicated hands. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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The best wishes of Mrs. Johnson and myself go out 

to you and to Queen Anne-Marie on your journey home . 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. J ohnson 

Drafted by: 	 NEA/GRK - Mr . Owens 
Qlea~ed by: 	 NEA / GRK - Mr . Brewstet 

NEA/ P Mr . Brown 
S/ CPR - Mr. Carter 
NEA - Mr . Rockwell 

S/ S-S:RGHoudek, Rm. 7237, Ext. 4155 

i 
. ··•' ... 

~ . . ... ... . ~ .. . . ; • . 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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.ch ,,NARA, Date 5-4-98Supj ect: Short ·-terrn Prospects for Greece By 

The military government, after four months in power, is approaching a 

critical turning point. Before the end of this year, it must either move toward 

the restoration of parliamentary government or face a rising tide of civil strife 

if this movement is not forthcoming. Various factors suggest ways of heading off 

widespread violence , but the prospects for the internal situation are not encouraging. 

The Position of the Junta 
----·-·---·--- ~-..··- -­

The next four months in Greece loom as a period of increased tension, mounting 

economic difficulties , and general discontent which could prompt the junta to take 

even more stringent security measures than it has to date. Public unease has in­

creased as a result of fear that Greece has entered a prolonged period of military 

dictatorship. Open resistance is as yet neither widespread nor violent, but the 

public is fundamentally hostile to the regime. Disenchantment reportedly is spreading 

from the unemployed politicians to other significant groups, including the business 

community which initially was inclined to support the junta. 

The way out of this downward spiral lies in the restoration of parliamentary 

government. There is considerable internal and external pressure on the junta to 

withdraw rapidly from the center of the political stage, and it has promised an 

early return to representative government. But here the junta faces a major dilenuna: 

it wants to remain in power as long as possible , for its "mission" to 11purify" 

Greece would require at least a generation to fulfill. In addition, the leaders 
GROUP 1 

This report was produced by the Bureau of the junta are reportedly under pressure Excluded from automati ,
of Intelligence and Research. Aside 
from normal substantive exchange with downgrading and 
other agencies at the working level, -&.E6'~NO FOREIGN DISSEM/LIMITED DISTRIBUTiffiteclassi:ficatlon 
it has not been coordinated elsewhere. 
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and to go slow on the return to constitutionalism on grounds that Greece is not 

ready for it. These officers would push for greater authority if the present 

leadership faltered. This development is not expected in the near future, but 

the existence of tension within the junta, its lack of public support, and the 

mounting difficulties of governing Greece through vapid civilian ministers and 

inexperienced officers add to the general unease and the junta's frustration. 

For the moment, however, the junta appears firmly in the saddle. Yet 

instead of movint; ahead rapidly with a coherent program of action to imple­

ment it s revolutionary ideals, the regime is bogged down in _ trivia and 

self-justifying rhetoric. It is chauvinist, driven by anti-communism and a 

diffuse reforming zeal, resentful of wealth, and distrustful of politicians 

and parliamentary institutions. Decision making is sporadic and the junta 

gives the impression of lacking self-confidence and of straining to be taken 

seriously. 

The Role of the King . The major focus of attention during the past four 

months has been the position of King Constantine.Of particular concern to the 

junta is the possibility of a collision with the Palace-led conservative 

establi shment whi ch has staked it s future on an early return to constitutionalism, 

despite its own distrust of democratic institutions and its fears of a liberal 

resurgence under a parliamentary government. The King is supported by loyal 

army units and othe r officers who view him as a counterweight to the junta 

(which they de test), by a small number of ultra-royalist civilians, and by 

certain vested economic interests who feel more secure under a government 

-SE~NO FOREIGN DISSEM/LIMDIS 
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dominated by th8 King than under the junta or liberal politicians. At the same 

time, the Kin[; feels particularly vulnerable on two counts : (1) the junta does 

not need him, although it makes every effort to demonstrate that it has the 

King 's support, and (2) through its control of the process of military reassign­

ment and retirement, the junta could strip the King of his military supporters . 

The King is attempting to resist the erosion of his limited base of support, but 

he is afraid of failure. Moreover, he probably would prefer the junta, despite 

his doubts about the value of its professions of loyalty to the King, to another 

democratic experiment under a strong executive which might curb his authority. 

The "American Factor". The junta clearly enjoys the advantage over the King 

in this balance, but the calculation of tangible power factors is upset by the 

permanent intangible of Greek politics -- the "American factor." The Greeks, 

including the junta, believe that the US prefers Constantine to the junta, and 

might back him should a confrontation arise. The King shares the belief that 

the US favors him, but is afraid that the US moral support may not offset the 

tangible advantages of the junta. Also, he may be concerned that US support is 

aimed primarily at restoring constitutional government and only secondarily at 

helping the King. The King probably realizes that he is not a rallying point 

for Greeks in opposition to the junta unless the "American Factor" were clearly 

being exercised on his behalf for the specific purpose of revamping Greece's 

parliamentary institutions. 

During his Washinc;ton visit on September 11, the King will hope to receive 

firm assuranecs of US support as a reward for his efforts to moderate the junta's 

excesses, to reduce the military comIJlexion of the government and to influence it 

~CRET/NO FOREIGN DISSEM/LIMDIS 
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toward constitutional govenunent. His presentation will probably be cast in tenns 

of lifting the suspension of various items of US military assistance to keep the 

junta from becoming more extremist and to preserve hi~ influence within the armed 

forces, but in fact, he .will be looking for a US pledge to protect the monarchy 

in a confrontation with the junta or with a subsequent strong transitional govern­

ment. US support for movement toward parliamentary government in which the Palace 's 

role would be circumscribed is certainly not on his shopping list. 

The Paths from The Crossroads. Against this backdrop, which threatens to 

uncap a Pandora's box of troubles, two phases of political development, with 

variations, can be identified: 

1) The junta collapses as a result of internal strains and public re­

sistance resulting from an attempt to carry on without producing the const i ­

tution it has promised for November 1967. Suspicion is already widespread 

in Greece that there will be considerable slippage in the timetable for the 

restoration of parliamentary government, and the junta, in an effort to remain 

in power, may well stall as long as it can on grounds that Greece is not yet 

"ready" for a return to constitutionalism. Tensions would rise dramatically if 

the junta pushed along as it is doing now, and resistance would grow. The junt a 

has no support but its own military resources, it is already facing economic 
I 

difficulties, and it has become increasingly sensitive to pressure from the US 

aQd Western Europe. The junta might try to prolong the process of drafting the 

constitution without rejecting the goal of parliamentary government. Even this 

a~proach, however, would spell trouble, and the junta probably could not stand 

the strains engendered by a massive campaign of resistance and repression. 

~RE~4NO FOREIGN DISSEM/LIMDIS 
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The likely successor, should the junta collapse, would be a conservative 
Former 

"transit ional government" to head off a Communist-led resistence movement. , /Prime 

Minister Constantine Karamanalis, now in self-imposed exile in Paris, is most 

often mentioned as the leader of such a government. He is privately committed 

to heading a transitional regime and is prepared to be summoned as a national 

figure able to play a heroic role in a time of trouble. Karamanlis, as an 

alternative to the junta, would have the support of at least half of the 

' electorate, and his government presl.Ullably would guide the country through the 

plebiscite and elections. The Center Uniorl would probably be prepared to accept 

such an arrangement as a way out of the current troubles. The Palace, which 

d:lstrusts strong prime ministers, would have to swallow a bitter pill in the 

case of Karamanlis, who would endeavor to keep the Palace out of political 

affairs. Popular resistance would not be anticipated during the two years or 

more that a transitional government could reasonably be expected to hold power 

while it repaired the damage done by the junta. 

2) The junta produces a constitution on schedule and gives way to a 

transitional government. If the constitution should be generally acceptable, 

and the junta were prepared to implement it, the transitional government would 

take over without difficulty. The junta presumably would retire to the wings, 

retaining a voice in the government and protected by it from retribution. If as seems 

likely, however, the new constitution is designed to give the junta a major role 

in public affairs, it would be unacceptable to the mass of voters, whether of 

the . left, right, or center. The end result would be much the same as not pro­

ducing a constitution at all. 

-seeRETTNO FOREIGN DISSEM/LIMDIS 
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The prospects remain rather dim that civil strife can be entirely avoided. 

The widespread concern in·· and out of Greece over such a possibility, however, 

suggests that the junta eventually can be brought around to accept a trans­

itional government, for which a consensus appears to be developing. The junta's 

numerous promises of a new constitution in November, followed by a plebiscite and 

elections, as well as the Andreas Papandreou affai~ tend to keep opinion, inter­

national and domestic, fixed on the antics ot the junta. This attention tends 

to strap the junta more tightly to a timetable of its own devising, and the 

readiness of outsiders to comment on and interfere in affairs which the junta 

regards as strictly matters of internal concern may bring home to the junta that 

,
it does not operate in a vacuum. 

In these circwnstances, however, a strong US position between now and the end 

of the year in support of an acceptah1e constitution ::tnrl ri=-.nresP.nt;:iti_vp P'.m:rP.rtimPrit 

could be decisive. It would give hope to tlie ":reP.k nP.on 1 P, f'rei ~liten tliP 1unt;:i, ~"~ 

..upp.OJ:-ting a "fascist d i c tatorship:..-" The. str.cn~th of such a !!S, action .. would be 

diluted if expressed throu~h t he King, whose commitment to renresentattvP. !?Overnm.P.nt 

is known at" home to be weak. 

Faced with mounting internal difficulties and external pressure, the junta 

does not now seem willing to accept a face-saving way out of its various dilemmas. 

Ultimately, however, it may ·become gr~t~ful for an opportunity to lay down the 

burdens of direct involvement in the governing process. 

~-€'1ffi'f;'NO FOREIGN DISSEM/LIMDIS 
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Carol Farrar 

August 25, 1967 

MEMORA DU FOR: Mrs. Abell 

SUBJECT: Guest List for King Constantine Lunch 

The Presi nt ha a reed to host small work·ng lunch 
on 11 September for King Constanti • en we put this to him 
initially, recommended a small Tuesday-lunch size group 
atterned on the lunch he had for King Hu ein. State D partment 

plan to r commend state visit for the King and Queen next spri g. 
and th Pre ident under tood hat this ·nformal call ould not take 
the place of that. The K ng face erious pol"tical problems this 
fall and may a k for our help in olving them. thought thi 

ould be an excellent chance for the President and Secretari 
Rus and cNamara to hear him out and ma e their own judgments. 

A · you'll see from the attached, State recommends the following 
on our :ide beside the President: Secretary Rusk (or Katzenbach), 
Secretary cNamara, Luke Battle and alt Ro to . Phil Talbot 
would b on their list, too, "f he comes back, but we don't kno his 
plans yet. 

I recomm nd adding the Vice President because emotion run 
·gh o the Hill and · n the Greek community on thi subject. George 

Christiani optional, but I ould definitely not includ Dick H lms, 
ecaus any CIA connotation at thi point would be disastrou . 

had thought of including a fe intere ted members of Congr ss, 
but it look now a if they may invite hi~ to tea . So I vote for keeping 
this a mall Executive Br nch ses ion for seriou talk. 

You'll find the three prob ble Gre k guests on State's memo. 
've pee fically arrang d for the ueen not o come to shington, 

since the King asked for the appointment on an in-and-out-of. Wash· 
ington-the­ am 
not intended. 
or toa ts. 

-d y 
e do not 

a i . 
la

Her pre 
n any arri

ence would g t us into ceremony 
val ceremony or formal statement 

cc: Carol F ar ra r 
Harold H. Saunders 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority RAC-NLJ t>t>l -1 ;z 1- I./- I 
By NARA.D I - 8- I 
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Wa shin gto n , D.C . 20520 

~gust 23, .J 967 
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? ·~~' 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 

THE WHITE HOUSE ~b 
Subject: Visit of King Constantine of '2f' b :vdf A.·.,...· 

Greece: Press Background i.-- • \\~ ~:::i;::-
Information \\~ r::;.~ 

Enclosed is Press Background Informa-~ 
tion to be used in connection with the ~A -
White House announcement on August 23 of ~ tJ> , 
King Constantine's visit. y..v-\ 

~ · ' 

~ 
~~~ 

~ ~?~ 
u 

11 'J 

f;,J~~l:h 
Acting Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Press Background Information 
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KING CONSTANTINE 

A handsome, impressive-looking young man of 27, King Constantine 
has occupied the Greek throne since March 6, 1964, when he succeeded 
upon the death of his father, King Paul. Rather quietly brought up in a 
close family atmosphere, Constantine was encouraged in every way to 
develop the abilities necessary to carry out his future responsibilities. 
He was educated primarily at home and at the Greek Military Academy, 
where he showed aptitude for military studieso He holds a commission 
in all three armed services. 

In 1959, Constantine toured military installations in the United 
States. He also attended a United States-sponsored course in parachute 
training and guerrilla warfare. 

The King is an ardent sportsman. In September 1960 he endeared 
himself to the Greek people by winning the "Dragon" class yachting event 
at the 17th Olympiad at Rome and taking home with him the first Gold 
Medal Greece had won in fifty years. 

Constantine keeps himself well informed on current events. While 
he believes deeply in the institution of the monarchy, he takes a 
sympathetic and intelligent interest in his country's need for social 
and economic progress. 

On September 18, 1964, Constantine married Princess Anne-Marie 
of Denmark. They have two children, a daughter, Alexia, born July 10, 
1965, and a son, Paul, heir to the throne, born May 20, 1967. 

When President Johnson visited Greece in 1962, he did not meet 

King Constantine, (then Crown Prince), as he was out of the country. 


8/23/67 




AUGUST 

MR. CHRISTIAN: 
visit of King Constantine of Greece 
for him to stop over in the United Sta t e s. 
being made for His Majesty to have 
President. The date will be announced 

For your BACKGROUND, 
stantine ~s planning to leave Athens 

THIS COPY FOR 
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AT THE WHITE HOUSE 

WITH GEORGE -CHRISTIAN 
.....,,..,.,.. 

11:05 A.M. EDT 

23 , 1967 

WEDNESDAY 

The President is pleased that the 
t o Canada makes it possible ­

Arrangements are 
a private meeting with the 

when set. 
----~·· 

we understand that King Con­
tomorrow morning. For 

your further BACKGROUND, the King is 27. He has occupied the 
Greek throne since March 6, 1964, succeeding on the death of 
his father, King Paul. In 1959 he toured military installations 
in the United States. 

The King was educated at the Greek Military Academy 

and holds commissions in all three Greek Armed Services. While 

he was here in 1959, he also attended a U.S. sponsored course 

in parachute training and guerrilla warfare. 


I do not believe that he and the President have 

ever met. The President was in Greece in 1962 when he was 

Vice President, but did not see King Constantine at that :time. 


On September 18, 1964, King Constantine married 

Princess Anne-Marie of Denmark. They have two children, a 

daughter Alexia and a son Paul, who is heir to the throne. 


Q George, how long does he plan to be in Canada, 

and what is his purpose; Expo? 


MR. CHRISTIAN: I do not know how long he will be 
here yet. I will have to give you that as we have it. I 

· ~elieve, on BACKGROUND, that the meeting will be after Labor 
··. y. 

Q Is he going to Canada first? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: Yes. 



MR. CHRISTIAN: Yes. 

Q What is he going to Canaua for, George? 


MR. CHRISTIAN: I am not fully aware of everything 

he is going to do. 


Q Expo? 


MR. CHRISTIAN: I believe that is part of it, but 

I am not sure. 


Q Is the Queen coming? 


Q No. 
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MR. CHRISTIAN: I don't know. 

Q What is the United States present relationship 
with Greece since the coup, the military junta? Has there 
been any change since the military junta? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: I don't believe I will go into that 
this morning. We have diplomatic relations with Greece. 

Q Is there any military aid going over there? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: I am not advised of the present 
situation. 

We have one addition to the schedule today. There 
will be a second meeting with the Shah at 5:30 this afternoon. 
After that meeting, we will probably have a joint statement 
on the visit. 

Al Spivak asked me to notify you tha~ the Advisory 
Panel on Insurance in Riot Affected Areas is having its first 
meeting at two o'clock today. This is a closed meeting, but 
it is tentatively expected that Governor Hughes of New Jersey, 
who is chairman of the panel, will have a statement about the 
meeting afterward. 

Q This panel is not composed of some of the same 
people who are on the Conunission; is that right? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: That is right. 
' 

Q Where will he make that s tatement? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: This will be i n the Indian Treaty 
Room, around 4:00 or 4:30, probably right after the -briefing 
.here. Reporters will be permitted in the EOB with regular 
press credentials8 

O Is the full Commission meeting this morning? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: I don't believe so. 

Q Is there any prospect of our seeing the chairman 
and the vice chairman of the Commission today? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: I don't know. You might touch base 
with Mr. Spivak. 

Q George, can you shed any light on why we are 

getting a communique and why there is a second meeting with 

the Shah? 




M • CHRISTIAN: It is not a ~~mmunique. It is a 
joint stat~ ~nt on the meeting. The s. Ah requested the 
second meeting with the President. 

Q Can you give us any fill in on what seemed 
to be a rather lengthy conference between the President and 
the Shah yesterday? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: we will give you the joint statement 
this afternoon at the conclusion of the meeting. 

MORE 
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Q Did the President meet with the Congressional 
leadership .today? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: At breakfast this morning. 

0 Did he meet with Bundy? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: Yes. 

0 What did they meet about? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: The Middle East. 

O Was the Bundy committee winding up its work 
by chance? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: No, ma'm. 

O Can you give us anything at all on the Bundy 
meeting? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: No. 

Q Was Bundy here when the President met with the 
Shah yesterday? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: No. The President and the Shah 
met privately. 

Q George, is there anything on this meeting 
with Stanford Smith of the ANPA? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: Mr. Smith was delayed by weather. 
He came late and has not yet seen the President. I will ask 
Mr. Smith if there is anything. 

Q Is Mr. Bundy's meeting related to the Shah's 
visit in that they are both discussing the Middle East? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: I can't answer that. Mr. Bundy's 
meeting was on the Middle East situation and, of course, the 
Shah and the President have discussed that. 

THE PRESS : Thank you • 

END AT 11:15 A.M. EDT 



Carol rrar 

AugU:st ZZ, 1967 

Note for Mr. Christian: 

George ­

Here is the background 
on King Constantine for you · 
to use in connection with your 
announcement tomorrow morning. 

Hal Saunders 

CC: Carol Farrar 



KING CONSTANTINE 

King Constantine is 27 and has occupied the Oreek throne since 

March 6. 1964. He succeeded on the death of his father, King Paul. 

Rathe~ quietly brought up in a close family atmosphere, Constantine 

waa encouraged ln every way to develop the abilities necessary to carry 

out his tuture responsibilities. He was educated primarily at home and 

at the Greek Military Academy. He holds a commission in all throe 

armed aer.vices. 

ln 1959 Constantine toured mUltary installations in the United States. 

He also attended a United Statea•sponsored course in parachute 

training and guerrilla war£are. (We do not _believe he has met the 

President. They did not meet during tho President• a 1962 visit to Greece. ) 

On September 18, 1964, Constantine married Princess Anne-Marie 

of Denmark. They have two children; a daughter, Alexia, born July 10, 

1965 and a son Paul, heir to the throne, born May 20, 1967. 

The King is an ardent sportsman. In September 1960 he endeared 

himself to the 0J:"oek people by winning the "Dragon" class yachting 

event at the 17th Olympiad at Rome, and taking home with him the first 

Gold M~dal Oreece had won in fifty years. 

Constantine keeps himself well informed on current events. While 

he believes deeply in the institution of the monarchy, he takes a sympathetic 

and intelligent inte~eat in hi$'· country's need !or s'Oclal and economic ptogress. 



-----

Mr . Smith 

August ZZ,. 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESID.ENT 

THROUCiH: George Christian 

SUBJECT: Announcing Greek King's Visit 

We would. like to announce before King Constantine leaves Athens 
Thursday morning that he will see you during his private trip to the U. S. 
and Canada. The press has begun to badger George about this. We 
held off until after Senator Clark's speech.yesterday. But while Clark 
lambasted the military regime, he spoke of thf King as "a unifying 
force which offers the· be_st hope of restor~ng some semblance of 
political stability and order. ,., The danger of flak from that quarter 
seems to· have·passed for the moment. 

The,refore, we would let the Greeks announce tomorrow afternoon 
their time and .ask. George to issue the following tomorrow morning: 

"The President is pleased that the visit of King Constantine 
of Greece to Canada. lll2.kee it possible for him to stop over in the 
United States. Ar·rangements are being made for His Majesty to 
have a private meeting with the President. The date will ·be 
announced when set. 11 

Since we're trying to keep this low-key, we'd prefer to put ~ut 
the date (September 11) later. If 'Pressed. George could well say it 
will probably be·after Labor Day. · 

If -you approve, we will get a cable out tonight. 

Ha,rold H. Saunders 

/ E.O. ·13?.:J?. f- ·.:.!1. 3.4 
Approve----- NSC Memo, 1/:..;i~: 5, · ;·~ tB c ui· 'c!" ...s 

By N • A, Date ~ ·{p 
Disapprove 

s;.GNFIDENTIAL 



August 15, 1967 

MEMORANDUM .FOR: Dick Moose 

SUBJECT: Re-check on Press Guidance for King Constantine 

UPI ran a piece yesterday afternoon quoting "authoritative 
sources''in Athens as saying the King would see the President. 
So George may get more questions today. 

We checked with Ambassador Talbot overnight and think th 
following line should stand for the next couple of days: 

We under stand that the King will visit EXPO, but no detail: 
of that travel have been announced. Further questions on the 
King's plans should be directed to the Palace in Athens. 

FYI: Talbot sees the King Wednesday night to work out 
details of press handling, so by the end of the week or early 
next we may have to announce. But we'll want the King's views 
first. 

Hal Saunders 



~0\G GC_l~ 
ir((L(- . 

•t/ 

August 14, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Dick Moose 

SUBJECT: Press Guidance on King Constantine's Visit 

Now that we have agreed in principle that the President 
will have the King to lunch on 11 September, we need a little 
time to work out the details in Athens. King Constantine has 
not yet announced his trip to Ca~ada, so we don't want to be 
ahead of the game in talking about the King's visit to Washington. 

I think Phil Talbot's formula for handling press queries 
ought to hold us for a while. He suggests that responses for 
the time being not go beyond stating that no official visit to the 
U.S. is contemplated at this time. If questions are raised 
about plans for transit or for a private visit, questioners should 
be referred to the King himself. 

In addition to letting the King manage the timing of his 
own announcement, our reason for a voiding publicity at the 
moment is to preclude some of his colonels climbing on the 
plane and coming to the lunch with him. I suppose there will 
be leaks of the King's plans in Athens soon; but until we get 
release plans squared away there, I should think we ought to 
be able to make the above formula hold for tlie moment. 

·/Jvc. 
Hal Saunders 



The President plans to meet privately with His Majesty King 

Constantine of Greece on Monday, September ll, at 12:30 p. m. His 

Majesty and the President will lunch together following the meeting. 

{On August 23 the Press Office made the following preliminary 

announcement: The President is pleased that the visit of King 

Constantine of Greece to Canada makes it possible for him to stop 

over in the United States. Arrangements are being made for His 

Majesty to have ·a private meeting with the President. The date will 

be announced when set. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 5, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR WALT ROSTOW 

ATTENTION: DICK MOOSE 

Per our phone conversation this morning, I am 

marking a 30 minute meeting in the President's 

office at 12:30 p. m. Monday, September 11, 

and a 1:00 p. m. working luncheon for King 

Constantine of Greece. 


Will you have Dick Moose work with Bess 

Abell as to who will attend the working luncheon. 


~s· R. Jones 



------

MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Friday, August 4, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 


SUBJECT: Greek King's Visit 

King Constantine will be passing through the United States 
informally on his .way to and from EXPO 67. He has asked 
whether it would be possible to call on you. 

We had planned inviting him for a State visit next spring 
and Secretary Rusk still believes we should stick to that 
scheme. However, since he will be here and since this fall 
will be a tricky political period in Greece, the ~Secretary 
reconun.ends that you have a small working lunch with no 
other ·ceremonie·s, much on the order of your lunch for King 
Hussein. 

As Phil Talbot told you, the King faces a period of trying 
to keep the military regime from tightening its grip and grad­
ually ease it out in favor of return to civilian gov.ernment. 
The outcome of this process is by no means certain, and it 
would be worth your hearing the King's side of the story. 
As you know, the Greek coup has excited a large number of 
our Congressional liberals, and the question of sustaining 
our NA TO relationship with Greece via military aid is in­
c rea singly sensitive on the Hill. 

The .date that best fits both your and the King's schedule 
is September 11, although this is a Monday. 

If you agree in principle to see him, but find this date un­
acceptable, we would like your approval to seek another mutual­
ly convenient date. 

DECLASSIFIED 
Aadioliq NL-T 9'-l - !Cft> 

Cb • NARA. n.ie ~- Lf - 'i t 

okay_}_September 11 

Find another date 

GO~tFIDENTlA I I 

i7.~;~~~~RED l'O HANDWRITING ~l L~ 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wash ington , D .C. 20520 

August 2, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE 'PRESIDENT 

SUbj ect : • Visit of King . Constantine 'or ·Greece 

·Reconmemation: 

I suggest that you receive King Constantine of Greece for a 
working ·tUn.cheo:h on any ·of the a.at.es listed· below. · The· King is 
comirig to· the· United. States ·on a ·private·Visit in late·.. August .··prior 
to Visiting EXPO ·67,· and will return to the United States briefly in 
September. 

August 25 Approve Disapprove · · 

September .11·Approve-­ . Disapprove · 

September 13 ·. Approve · · Disapprove · · 


· Discussion: 

In cooperation with us, ·King Constantine has been exerting his 
influence to persuade the Greek government which came to power in the 
April 21 coup to move towards a retilrn toconstitutionalisrn• . He has 
had some limited success, including obtaining :the coup leadeTs' ·assent 
to the establish:nent ·of a cormdtt.ee to revise the constitution and 
ultimately to submit it to the Greek people in a plebiscite. However, ~ 
his relationship to· the coup leaders remains tenuous. · \ 

) 

We have already reconmended a State visit for King Constantine 
for the· spring ·of 1968, and believe that. such a visit. shohld be held. 
However, I thi:hk it would be useful as well · for you to talk .to the King 
at ·this time, since it would serve our purpose of strengthening the · 
King's efforts to return -Greece to democratic processes. · If ·1t is 
convenient to your schedule, I recbnmend. that .you receive the K1ng for 
a working luncheon on one of the dates set forth above. · 

~~·~ 
DECLASSIFIED Dean Rusk 

E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 
tate Dept. Guidelines 

By, Cid NARA, Date 5 · 4; g 

GROUP 3 
Downgraded at 12 year. 
,.,nt eT"'J'.S'IJ. <S ; not 
;;;~· •: ·tc1rttttt:i\9_a,J..:ly 1<leQl.a_es{tf!,el 

http:cormdtt.ee


Dick: 

BKS received a call from Bess 

Abell relaying the following: 


Mrs. Johnson would like to have 
a dinner for the Holts - - if it 
did not conflict. Mentioned to 
Jorden and spoke to Jeanne Davis. 
J J's · ofc tells me nothing on the \ 
evening of the 1st and they were \ 
aware of possible dinner for Holtj 

r __ She would also like to have one for) 
\ Greece and Colombia. 

President approved seeing King 
of Nepal in fall~ -~ 1-L...t' 

I·~~ (~v~ ::-~ 
'~y····- ~ . 
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FM AMEMBASSV ATHENS 

TO .SECSTATE WASHDC PR lOR rrv ·3169 

lNFO AMBMBASSY ANK~~A ·pR IOR ITY ·43 l 

AMEMBASSy iNI'COSIA 416 


S ~· r ATHENS 995 

LIMDIS 

- - 1 • PRIOR DEPARTURE 'TODAY 'KING :EXPRESSE;O :REGRET AND 

CONCERN 'THAT NO 'REPLY ' YET RECEIVED ·F'ROM ' TURK f.SH 

G0 VERN MEN T T 0 1 GREEK PR 0 P 0 SAL Fi 0 R, 'PR l ME : M I! N r: STER I AL 

MEET I NG VERY NEAR · ~uliURE • ( HAD 1 HOPED:- ,AND !HAD 

CONVEYED THJ;S ' TO GOT, HUT ·F>RlME · 1 MI~HSTERS ·coULD 

MEET - BE F 0 RE NEXT : S rHE DUL ED . F'. 0 RE I' Cl N MrN I· STER o:S 

, . - ~ ' . ' .. 

MEET lNG IN 'NEW YORK NEXT · ~ONTH • .:HE ·uNOERSTANDS 

DEMI REL ·ro BE VI'S IT ING REGlON 1 0F "TiURKI;SH ·-fi11RACE ;SQMETJlME · i1N· 

NEXT FEW DAYS~ IF TURKS fNDICATE ~I~Lt~GNESS, 


PAGE 2 RUQMAT 9·95A :s ~ R E ·r ­
GREEK PRI'ME MINlSTER :coULD SE IN : REc;IlO~ AT :SAME '!lME. 


2• A·S REPORTED EARLIER, ' ICING :CLEARLY i ~OPES :GOG'"'GOT 

PR I M E M I N I; S T ER I A L TAL KS : C A N 8 E ! HE G0 I. N . T I· ME · F 0 R i H11 M 

TO .BE ABLE · TO · REPORT FRESH DE~ELOPMEJNTS .. TO "THE 

PRESlDENT :SEPTEMBER t 1 • ­
Gf!>1;113• TALBOT 


-'l''DEC J\t.=· c'i F!~D \ 
E.O. 132'-2, ~>· :; . .).4 :~ 

State o" t. Gu1ds\ines 
BY~--' NARA, Datea ,(J ..() 
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0 240845Z ·.AUG 67 .ZFF.4 
FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3157 

C 0 t(" F I ·D E N ·t =r' A L ATHENS 976 

I( r NG ·co NsTA NT rNE ·wr. LL ·PR o c EE o o N . s c HE o u LE , . , oE P A Rr r: NG 
AThilENS 1200 NOON 'TODA y ARR I'V I NG NEW · vo~K t.640 .LOCAL. 
TALAOT 

DECLASSIFIED 
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ACTION NEA 19 


1INFO EU~ a5,sP 021SS ·35,,GPM 03.1SC 0l1!NSC HJ1RSC 0l 1P ·04,iusi.A 1~2, 
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-BPI"\ ~ 
R 240830Z AU~7 

-.BOWDLER 

F'M AMEMBAS· -BUDGET
Sf J\Ccos5 A~ 
TO SECSTATE WASHOC 948 	 -DAVIS 


- GINSBURGH
tN~O AMEMBASSY ANKA~A -63 
JAMILTON,t.ME M8 A$ SY ATHENS 6 l 5 
:...JESSUP

AMEM~A~Sy .LONDON -32 ;..JOHNSON 
u~u~ NEW YORK 422 I-JORDAN f 

.4,ME!MBASSy PARIS ·35g 


t~:_ ::~ --..j(;;;...:-40~fil:l-4-tF"""'- · - .A~~l: N I C0 S I. A""'"1fr--fi9~E~~'--J-:ir:.......i1--.ai -	 2 3 5 
 ~a ... 
NATUS v? 
WE ASSUME: PRESS REPORTS KI NG :CONST ANT INE wt l..L'' ·v I1 sl t 

~ '.A.SH I NG 10 N AND SEE PRt S l DENT ACCURATE • I F" : CY f' R0S 

Quest I dN TO BE RA I SED1 WOULD fil: '.MOST :uSEFUL ' F'O~ . 

PRES I DENT TO REQUE .ST KING TO CONT I NUE 'USE 'HI'S I NFwUSN~E 

F'OR MA I NTENANCE PE A CE ON I SL.ANO AND CONT I NU AT I ON 'SEARCH 

F'0 ~ pE.A c EFu L s 0Lu1 I 0N Ta c0 Mp LI C-A re: p.'F:' ~0BLEM • z. N :c 0NT sx,. ' 

PE CENT I NTERCOMMUNAL KI LL lNGS1 'CONT I NUAL 'SEVERE HARASSMENTS 


~} AGE · ~ ·RuClVHN 235 E 0 · ~· r: I 9 .i - ~~ T I ;A. .t: 

AT ROAD8LOCKS1 ETC. I I'T .AGAIN WORTH E:MPHAS I ZING ' THAT ·i;URK ... 

CYPRIOfS SHOULD BE ~KILLED WITH KiNcrN~Ss 1r :RAfHER - ~H~N ' VA~iET~ 

O~ WEAPONS CURRENTLY IN USE• ­
G'.P-3. MtcHER 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 13292-, Sec. 3.5 	 ce~ff I ecrn I At 
NLJ I> IJ.- I J. ( 


By J.14, , NARA, Date lb·IS·bl/ 


I 
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PAGE 01 ATHEN~ 009'8 011029Z 
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ACTION ss ·7r,, 

o 2310 rsz AUG 67 .ZF'F·4 
FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS . 
TO SEC ST ATE WASHOC i,MMEO I ATE '31·43 

C G- -N F D .E N T I A' .L ·.ATHENS 9~8 

LIMDIS 

l • :KING :CONSTANTI:NE ACCEPTS WITH ' PLE~SURE :J USG 10FFER 
TO PROV IDE AN A I RP LANE TO TR AN SPORT 'H i:M ·BETWEEN 1 QUONS~f · 
POINT AND WASHINGTON 'SEPTEMBER l i • :CANAD I.AN ·GOVERNMElNT 
IS PROV ID I.NG A I RCR A'FT · TO FLY KI NG FROM :CANADA ' TO !U •S • 
SEPTEMBER · g~ KING ·WOULD WELCOME ARRANGEMENTS ·av iUSG 
AND CANADA FOR 'THAT PLAMW :UALAND AT..· QUONSET ·pQ i:NT ~ 
ME ~OULD ALSO BE :Gt AD IF .;USG ·coULD ARRANGE ·F"oR :SPEC t AL 
OL YMP I c FL lGHT OF 'SEPTEMBER 1'2 'TO ·p fCK 'H I'M !UP AT 
·QUONSET ·pOlNT . ·RAtHFR T.HAN BOSTONX l<PRE~l~ OUSLY ~ REJQUESTEO•
L . 


AG KGKG EXPECTS ;GOG tO ANNOUNCE VlSIT ' 'TO ;WASHJiNG'nON · 

SHORTLY BEFORE WH ·I TE :HOUSE ANNOUNCeMEN! 'TODAY (:STATE ·aS03S) • 


P AGE 2 ·RU QM AT 9 48 A : C r"0" r~ F I , 0 E'. rq I I 1' L 
3~ MAY I SIKGEST .·THAT FINAL SENTENCE dF ·PROPOSED r 
WHITE HOUSE ANNOUNCEMENT BE OMITTED. ~~TERNATfVELY1 

"WMEN PLANS 'FI RM" COULD :REPLACE ttWHEN . SET"~ 

GP•3• TALBOT . 


DECLAS 'FIED 
E.O. ~'?92, Sec. 3.4 

State ept. Guid.::lines r 
1co~ /i. L-- By ' , NA A, Oat ·& ·O-c 
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'[.INF'O /025 W 

R l813~2Z AUG 61 
..'FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

TO SECSTATE WASHOC 3105 

C 0 N F X 0 E N T A .L ATHENS 816 

EXDIS 

l • lN EXPRESSING HIS ,t1REAT APPRECIAiIO~ OF' OPPORfUN!TY 
T 0 MEET p RE s I DE NT .J 0 H N s 0 N S...E.P TE MAE R l t .K rNG ca N s TAN f I'. NE 
VOICED HOPE THAT IN ADOtTION ro SMALL LUNCHEON HE MfGMT 
HAVE SOME TIME ALONE WlTH PRESIOtNT. HE WOUL~ ~1~£ TO 
TALK WITHOUT RESERV£ ABOUT DOMESTIC G~~EK .sfTUAttoN AS 
WE~L AS CYPRUS ~ND OtHER tSSUES o~ MUtUAL C~NeEAN. M~ 
HAS IN MIND GIVlNG THE p~EstoENT HIS ~fRSONAL ~sttMA'~ 
OF" POSS I 8 l.L n t t:S ·OF' l=:URTHF'R CR Isl s nREECE ANO 
DE SCR I B I N G LC 0URS E S 0F' AC: T J0 N THAT MAY BE ·0 F' ~N t 0 Ht M l F 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR RETURN TC roNSTtTUTIONALtSM eR~A~ OQ~N . 
AT ANYPO I NT• HE WOULD LI K~ TO KNOW WHA r ·POSIT l ON ·usG 

PAGE 2 RUQMAi 876A C 0 N ~ I D E N T J A L 
MIGHT TAKE'\ IN SUCH CIRCUMSf ANCESiAND COMMENTED THAY l . 

PROBA BL Y THIS WOULD NOT INCLUbE MAT£RtAL ASSISTANCE, ! 

EVEN WORD S COULD BE HELPFUL• I URGED HlM TO BE CANOIO 
IN AL L RES PECTSi AND REAF~I~M~O fHAT tf WOULO NOT BE 
REALlSTtc TO COUNT ON ANY MAT£RIAL INT~RCESS!ON BY 1USG0 

2• AS TY CYPRUS AND RELATIONS WITH ·TURKEY, KING 
NOW HOPES GREEK AND TURKISH PRIME MINtSTEAS ·CAN ARRAN~~ 10 
ME Et SOME:T I ME BEF'ORE: SEPTEMAER 1 t • ti ls CLE' ARLY ·MIS 
HOPE HE Wl.LL BE ABLE: TO R~PORT PAOG~ES~ WHEN H£ ·S£ES 
THE PRESIDENT• 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED 
CON-~fttouT THE AUTHORIZATION L 

DECLASSIFIED [
OF THE EXE.CUTIVE SECRETARY .E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4 . 

State pept. Guide l in~s ~"' 1 
By (- , NARA, Date d .{_o ~·~.. - t 

\. 
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lNFO sso 00,eNScE 00,~SlE 00,:cco 0011070 w 

0 ;1~ 813~2Z AUG j7 
F~ AMEMBASSSV AT~~NS 
to SEtSTATE W~s~cc IMMEDIAT~ 310­

C 0 ~-l-0-+-N-"1~--(/A .L ATHENS 875 

L1iMD Is 
To KING CONSTANTINE TOLD ME TODAY THAT HE PLANS TO 

PR OCEED 'FROM C~NAQA TO NEWPORT EITHER L.~ TE SEPTEMBER 9

bB E ~RLY SEP1E~BE~ i0~ iN NEWPORT WHERE ~IS VISiT ~EING 

i$RA~~ED BY EMiL MOSB~CHER ~ING WILL st~Y WITH WILEY T~ 

iµ~M~~AN1 FO~M~R t~JEf OF P~OTOcoL. KI~S _ WOULD BE 

~LEASED .. IF . USG ·COULD ARRAN.G~ HIS TRANSP~R! FROM NEWPORT , ~(
/
TO WASHINGTON ON MORNING OF SEPTEMBER 1 t AND BACK IO I~~ ~ 
NEWPORT AF'TE~ MEe;TlNG AND LUNCH~ON~ TH PeESiDENT~ fb'--~~ 1 

~- • .. _Ki NG ADV~ ~;D e~ I ME MIN I STER n-1 IS MO~Nf NG THAT ,J--t>/-vt 

~UNCHEON MEETING WfTH PRESIDENT ARRANGED FOR SEPTEMBER 11• 


~AGE . ~ RUQMAT ~75A C 0 E N T I ~ L 

f t.l ·-VIE W 0 F .L 0 ND 0 N TI MES ST 0 RY FR 0 M WASH f N6 T0 N THAT MEET I NG 

~tXED, KING ?ROPOS~D T~AT O~FICIAL AN~6DN~EMENT o~ LUNCHEON 

i~ ORDER 'TO APPEAR IN PRESS HERE AT LEAST ONE DAY ~EFORE 

~t~Gt~ DEPARTU~E F~OM GREECE' 


l• KING EXPECTS 'TO TAKE WITH HIM TO WASHINGTON ONl:Y 

~ARS~i~ OF 'COURT ~AP~Gos. ~E ARE ATTEMPT i NG TO FIND OUT 

W~ETHER NEW GREEK AMBASSADO? PALAMAS WILL BY THE~ HAVE 

StiRRiVED IN W~S~INGTON· 


4• KtNG IS PRQPQSING TO PR FSEN T TO PRE!IbENT "SOME 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0. 13292, Sec. 3.4 C~NT:i A L 

Stat Dept. Gui .,Jines' ~ 
By NARA, Oate.~..:;..'(p-



Department of State TELEGRAM 

~AGE 02 AT~ENS 00875 181~(3Z 

SMALL iTEM F'~OM GREECE·" I ?RESUME THIS WILL BE Pt:ECE 
b~ ANttENT scuLF>TUREo MORE SPECIFIC DE~AiLs SHOULD BE 
~VAIL~BLE N!Xf WE~Ko 

8 a KI NCP S . TR.VE l. PL ANS N 0 W C0 MP LF TE E X CE~ T F0 R UN CE R 
TAINTY ABOUT MODE OF' TRAVEL FROM CANADA TO 
NEWPORT ·SE'PTEMBER 9 OR T0~ EITHE~ t-10!=;8ACHER OR BUCHANAN 
MAS 0 FF Ellt e: 0 T0 Se: ND PFU VAT E PL At\! E TO CA~! AD A • AS ~LT ER :ao 

___./
PGE 3 ·RUQMAT 8?5A C 0 ~N'"P--.F_I___D_E_..,N......-.Tr""'""":I A L 
~AtlVE KlNG IS CQN~IOERING ORIVING 'F'ROM C~NAOA TO 
~SWPO~T• HE M~V, HOWEVER1 iSK CANADiiN GOVERNMENTj HIS 
OF~~t~AL HOST, !~ iT WOULD ~E PRE~AqED TO FLY HIM TO 
iOSTON OR SOME OTHER PLACE ~EAR NEW~ORT~ 

6• i RECOMMF.No THAT I BE AUTHORIZED TO INFORM KING 
~eFo~; Au Gus,, a3 -T~Ar us G w~ LL "~ t'..' v 1 o; ri LAN E , . a c A~Rr 
~lM FROM NEW~ORT TO WASHINGTON AND ~ETU~N SEPTiMBF~ ll~ 

.. , . 

j, I FU~THER ~ECOMMENO THA~ I RE AUTHO~IZED INFORM 

PALACE AND GOG T~AT USG WIL'~ MAKE ANNOUNCEMENT AUGUST 21 

Jo~ AUGUST 22_ iN · 

O~AT PREFERABLE), GOG TO RElEAS~ 

~~MULTANEOUSLV~ AL6NG ~OLLOWING LINES~ 


QUOTE1 WE ~RE HAPPY ~HA~ VUSIT OF K1N~ CONSTANTINE 
·ro ~ANA~OA MAKES IT F>OSSlBLE FOR HIM fo STOP 
OVE~ JN UNfT~O STATES• ARRANG~MENTS ARE BEiING 

MAiE ~Q~ HIS MAJESTY TQ H~VE i PRIVATE ME~TI~~ 
WfTH THE P~ESIDENT• UNQUOTF. . 

f ·SEE NO REASON TO ANNOUNCE DATE OR OETA ILS OF MEETING 
~m 
SS 

THi~ T!ME1 
DESIRES• 

~UT KING WOUL~ HAV~ NO oeJEtTION IF USG 

Cl~ i=i 3.
TALBOT 


http:RECOMMF.No


~partmen · of tate LEGRAM 
7 

PAGt 01 ATHENS 00854 172200Z 

9V1) 

ACrroN S$ 70 

INFO 1070 W 
P 111909z AUG e1 
~M AMtMRASSY ATHENS 
ro sEtSTA~t WASH6c PRtO~tTY 3092 

C O~I AL ATHENS 854 

LIMD!S 

1• PALACE REQUESTS FACIL1iA1'!0N O~ AR~lVAL AND ~NTRY 
~d~~A~tTIES ,dR KtNB ANd ~ U~EN No fHEI~ SUIT~ R~ACHlN~ 
N~w YORK AUGU~Y 24 AT f 64~ HOU~~ ~, aLYMPfC Al~WAYS 
~l!GHt 41 l' I ~AVE ASSUR~~ THEM tHAt AR~ANG~MENf$ 
WILL 9~ MAbE TO AVOID ANY D~LAY5 

~a PALAt£ ALSb R~QU~~fs THA~ ~~RM1SSION B~ OBtAtN£D 
F~O~ tAB FOR 0LYMP1t AIRWAYS ~~f GMT 4~2 OF SEPtEMeER T21 
~EAVtNG Ntw YOR~ At ~100 HOURS, fO LAND A~ BOSTON to 
PIC u~ ' TH~tR MAJEStl~S· I HOP~ 1HtS c~~ BE A~RANG~D 
ON C~ASSt~IED 9A~IS P[NDING ANNdUNCEME~r o~ ROYAL 

PAGE: 2 RuQMAi 854A t e-N F I DEN T I .A .L 
PARTY CS ~LANS FOR EPARTUR~ ~ROM u ~ sQ 

3. t AM to MEtT KING AND MARSHA L OF cOURt F~tDAY 
MORNING, AT WHICH Tl'.Mt'. I HOPE 'TO GET A~SWE:RS ·ro 
QUESTIONS O~PARTMENt 'HAS RAISED ABOUT PUBLIC ANNOUNCE~ 
M~Nt ANb OT~EA MATTERS, 
GP_.3(J TALSOT 

DECLAS FIED · ~!.~ 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4 

State Dept. Guideli. 1 s ,.,LJ Co~ 
BY. , NA A, D te · -(a--~\ 

-BATOR 
--80.WDLD 
-BUDGET 
-DAVIS 
-GINSBURGfi 
-HAMILTON 
-1ESSUP 
_J()HNSON 
-10RDEN 
-KEENY 

L 
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PAGE 0 1 ATHENS 00810 t71506Z 

~5 

ACTION Ss 70 

INFO /070 W 

P 161008Z AUG 67 

FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIOR[TY 3069 


C 0 N F D E N I A L ATHENS 810 

C 0 R R E C T E D C 0 P Y 

LlMDIS 

TRAVEL DETAILS OF GREEK ROYAL ' PARTv ~ s ~RIVATE VISIT 
TO UQSa ENROUTE PHNADA POUCHED MONDAY AUGUS T 14 TO 
NEAGRK o MARSHALL OF COURT PAPAGOS REQU~ST USG 
ASSISTANCE IN . SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS. HE SUGGESTS 
WORKING LIAISON WITH GREEK CONSUL GENE~AL GAVAS !N 
NEW YORKu 
GPQ3o TALBOY 

· ~~r.r-- · DECLASSIFIED · ...-..T."~ 

E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4 

State Dept. Guidelines ~
1

By~, NARA, Date -'W"1i 
_, ,,, ,...,.__ ~ 
~t.. N Tl /;.\.,.. 
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PAGE 01 ATHENS 00767 ll0048Z 

ACTION SS 70 

lNFO / 070 W 

P l 12026Z AUG ·67 
FM AMEMBASUU ATHENS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3054 

REFJ STA TE 18580 

LY.MD IS 

PAGE 2 RUQMAT . 767 A C Q ~ F" I D :E N T l A I · 


MENT 1 DATE0 


2 • I MME DI. ATEL Y . AF TE R : CE REM 0NY 'HE WAS RE TURN z: NG .T' 0 · 0 0 RFU • 

PQAM TO SEE HIM AGAIN ·r:.oR MORE EXTENDEQ :CONVERSAT i10N WHBN 

~E COMES TO ATHENS AUGUST 17• 


3, ON MY .RETURN ro ATHENS USlS INFORMED ME THAT :SEVERAL :GREEK 
AND FOREIGN PRESS REPRESENTATIVES IN ~~HENS ARE AWARE :KING 
PRESUMABLY WILL TRANSIT ·US 'ENROUTE CANADA ;AND ARE 
SPECULATING ON POSSIBLE STOPOVER IN WASHlNG"T:ON• 
PRESSMEN APPARENT L Y : H AVE · LE'. ARN Ei D . TH A T KIi NG .L I K EL Y . LE AVE .GREE c E 

0 "'LA t 
.0. 132 2, s v. 3.4 :c~ 

State Dept. Guidelines 
BY. NARA, Date ·(a 11 



Department of State TELEGRAM 

~AGE 02 ATHENS 00767 110048Z 

' · 
s EVER AL DAy s ·s E F 0 R E H ls . F I Rs T c AN AD l AN App 0 INT MEN T AN ~ THAT : H r s 
RETURN 'DA TE 
NOT YET FIRM• CENSORSHIP HAS PREVENTED STORY BEING 
CH1'CULATED IN GREEK PRESSg HOWEVER, PROBABILlTY REMAINS TH.A:T WIRE 
SER VICES 0 R NEW Y 0 R K T I ME MA Y F I LE • - _ 

'o IF DEPARTMENT QUERIED1 SUGGEST RESPONSES 'FOR .TIME BEING NOT 
GO BEYOND ST ATEMENT THAT NO OF~F" I LlAL-'LLS-U___r_o__us _:c_ONTEMPLATED. 
x°F' QUESTIONS f3_A_1SEnu ABOUT eLA-tiS__EQfLJ~JLBfHVA~ vrs(r~ -
QUEST I ONERS cOU_LD BE REFERRED ·ro KI f\IG CONSTANT I NE \9 ­

TALBOT 

C~AL 
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PAGE 01 ATHENS 00 5 89 302350Z 

ACTION Sc; 70 

INFO 1070 W 

P R 30.l700Z JUL 67 
FM AMEMBASSY ATHEN S 
TO SECSTATE WASHOC PRlORITY 
INro USUN NEW YORK 86 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

LIMDIS 

IN CONNECTION "THEIR FORTHCOMING VISIT TO 
C A N A DA JS,..I NG C 0 NS T A N T I NE ;.A-N D Q I IF E N A N N A M A R t E A R E P L A N N I NG 
TO FlY TO AND FROM NEW YORK BY OLYMoIA AfRWAYS• 
AS ~UEEN HAS NEVER sc ~ N UNITED STAT~S AND AS WESTERN EUq~PEAN 
VI SITS ORIGIN~LLV SCH ~ DULED IMMEDIATELY AF~~R CANADIAN ~OUR MAVE 
NOW BEEN CANCE! L ~~, ~ING HOPES TH E CAN SPEND SEVERAL 5AY~ PRIVATELY 
AND !NFORM~LLY IN US• ~E ASKED ME SUND AY wµET HER THIS WOULD 

CAUSE ANY DIF'F'ICULTYL ~E WOULD ALSO WEI COME CHANCE ·ro CALL 
ON THE F>ij€SIC)EN't If: THE ·PRESIDENT COUL D ·co 
NVEN!ENTLY eE C~ TVE yr M. 

CONSTANTINE PR OPO SES TO REACH ~EW OR K 'UGUST 24 RPT 24 

PAGE 2 RUQMAT 589A C '°o N F I D ~ N T I A L­
AND SPEND · FOLLOWING DAY THERE BEFOR E GOING TO CANADA ~UGGST :26 
~OR INTERNATIONA~ SAILING RAtES AND EXPO v isiT· ON RETURN HE 
AND QUEEN WOULD BE IN NEW YORK SEPTEMBER~ AND i0 RPT 9 ~ND 10• 
THEY HAVE BEEN !NVfTED TO NrWPORt S~PTEMBE~ it ~ND 12 ' TO WITNESS 
START OF AMERICA CUP RACE1 AND WOULD fHEN RETURN IMME6I~fE~Y 
TO GREECE~ MOST CONVENIENT DA Y FOR K[NG TO :CAL L ON T~E ~RESIDENT 
WOULD BE SEPTEMBER 11 R~T li1 ALTHOUGH AUG 25 OR 26 ALSO ~6SSIB~E 
AN9 KING WOULD GLADLY ST AY OVER TILL 'SEPTEMRER 13 IF' THA.T ·wouLD 1BE 'FIT 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4 

State Dept. Guidelines C~EN I I ~ 

By~, NARA, Oat~ -l>-t>U( 
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Department of State TELEGRAM 

co~ 

PAGE 02 ATHENS 00589 302350Z 

I N T0 .THE PRES I DE NT •:S SCHE: DULE, ( N• B• a 'HE W0 UL D .EVI DE NTL' y ,p REFER 
NOT RPT NOT ~E INV[ TE D TO w; sHING TON SEPTEM~ER 12, WH~N ~fRSf ' CUP 
RACE SCHEDULED•) 

WHILE IN NEW YORK AREA KING IS PLANNING TO SEEK MEE~lNG ALSO lW!TH 

u THANT. I TOLD KING I WAS SURE HE WOULD BE" WELCOME IN UNltED :STATES· 

EARLIER IN ·coNVERSATION . I HAD DESCRIBED :CURRENT LEGfSLAfjVE 
PRO~LEMS WITH WORLD WIDE MI~iTARY ASS!STANtE PROGRAMS A~6 iHA6 
FQ~ECAST THAT MANY WEEKS MIGHT PASS BEFORE THIS YE~Rt~ D~tisiqNs 
MADE. 1 HAD AL So SA r-o ·rHAT i ·PERSONALLY HOPED ·K lNG couL6 ·vrs rr 
UNI"TE D :STATES sooN, PERHAPS EARLY NE'XT 'YEAR, ·wl'TH Goo 6 Ni:-ws :ON 

CYP~US AND GREEK CONSTITUTlONAL SITUATIONS, REFERR1NG ~GAIN 
TO THOSE COMMENTS1 I 'NOW ,SAID 'THAT ONLY QUESTION I N 'MY MJ'ND ABOUT 

. '.-( 

P, JgE 3 'RU Q ~AT 5 8 9 A C 0 N F Tl5" E . N T I A L .. _ . . 
8,R I EF" wAsH I NG T0 N v l $ rT I N sEp TEMBER w0 uL D BE .T AcT I.cAL ;s r TuAT l 0 N l 0 F' 
M-t~ rr ARv Ass 1srANcE s t L L AND p ass 1si.. E EF FEcr oF K rNa, s ARR1·v: AL ! oN 
Ct)NGRESS I ONA L ATTITUDES• WE AGREED TO DISCUSS MATTER ·'FURTHER AFTER 
I HiO CONSULTED WASHINGTON. 
•.. COJ"1 MEN T a I ·CONT I NU E T0 eEL I EVE .TH AT. :ST ATE V Y: S I'T I N .E ARI Y _, ··, . ·- ' . . . ...,,,,, ... 

.19,68 H:H3HLY ~DVISABLE AS · cA~~OT AND ·PROD ' TO KEEP GOG r:JOVtNG ' TOW~RD 
CON$ Tn ". UT l 0 NAL RU LE1 : S INCE .K l NG. AND G0 VT W0 UL D ·KN 0 W,TH AT 
PRIOR F~IUGRE OF CONSTfTT!ON~L REVrstON WOULD M~KE v i ~r+ 
Ex TR EM ~Ly .D r F" F I cu L T • :H0 w~ v ER I As K ING c LE AR l y DE s I RE s T0 .Exp LA IiN 
~r s ·Posrr10N -ro ·rHE PRESIDENT AT EAeLrER sr1iGE1 ·1 REcaMt1E:ND ·rHAr 
i rf: ~ON.VEN l~N T TO _THE .ERES I DENT .HE aE . I NV I TE:D TO . \611s1 I Iff; HOUSE .0u~ 
s~eTEM e;E R 11 OR 1:31 ON UNDERSTANDING HE WOULD FLY INT9 ~~p OUT OF 
WASH!NGTON SAME DAY• I~ CONGRESSIO~AL OP INI ON QR OTH~R F'ACTORS 
$CHOULD COMPEL POSTPONEMENT OF MEETING BET WE EN PRESIDENT AND CONSTANT 
I NE , 
TO LATER DATE1 I 'URGE 'THAT I ·8E AUTHORIZED AT 
S~ME TfME 'TO EXTEND FfRM INViTATlON FOR · ST~TE vrsrr · N~Xt wiNTER; 
TALBOT 



- - · - - - - - - .:::: - - .. ... - ..:.. .. - .... - - - - ~ · - ... - - •• - - ... - - - - - - - - .• - - - - - - '- - - - - - - - ~· - ·- J. - - - - • • - - - .• - -· • - - .... ... - - - • - - - - - - ... - - - - - - - - - - ... - - - - - .. . 


7l/~ }3-­Department of Stale 
TELEGRAM 

ceN F r o i:: 1~ i·=t 'A ~ 

PAGE 01 STATE 25903 

9 1 
ORIGIN Ss 70 

INFO /070 R 

DRAFTED BYs NEA/GRK2 MMITCHE LL 
APPROVED BY~ NEA/G RK: MDUNN 
NEA¥ SWROCKWELL 
SYa SHEA 
NEA/Pi BRONW 

0 232328Z AUG 67 ZFF4 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ATHENS IMMEDIATE 

D E N T I A L STATE 

LIMDIS 

lQ STATE DEPARTME NT SECURITY 

0220 


25903 


AGENTS ; N~W YORK REPORT ~ROB ~ Bl~rTY 
OF DEMONSTRATIONS NEW YORK AU GUST 24P ·25 AND ·26 ON 'OC CASION 
KING 9 S VIS I TQ EXACT NATUR E OF DEMONSTRATIONS NOT 'YET APPARENT 
BU1 IF THEY CONSISTEN T WI TH PRO TESTS ~ ~ REAb Y BEING vo i CED iN 
NEW YORK THEY WIL L PROTES T AGAINST PRE§EN T GREEK GOVERNMENT~ 
AND JAILING ANDREAS PAPANDREOU a 

FEW DEMONSTRATORS ACROSS STREE T 

HUNGER STR I KE AGAI NST GOG • ALSO 
CONGE N NEW YORK WHICH NOW UNDER 
PROTECTION 111 

AT PRESENT 'TI ME 't HERE ARE A 
PROM 'UN PRO CLA I M l NG · r~EY :ON 

SWASTIKA PAINTED ON :GREEK 
24 ~ HOUR UN iF ORMED POLiCE 

PAGE 2 RuEHC 259 0 3 ·c o ~ N F I D E N T I A L 
2 a DEPARTMENT SY ~ ELIEVES DEMONSTRATORS WILL ~TTEMPT : G ~ THER 
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PAGE ~ 2 STATE 259 0 3 

R0 UN D H0 TEL 0 F R0 YAL PAR T Y ~ GREEK C0 NG EN, .GR AC I E MANS J;0 N AND 'UN ~ 
THEY BELI EVE THERE WIL L BE NO REAL PRO~ L EM SECURfTY · s~ou~D ROYAL 
PARTY PROCEED NEW YOR K BUT AN T IC I PA TE QEMON STRATIONS 'OF ' TYPF" 
DESCRIBED A80VE ~ 

CON~ . L 
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PAGE 0 1 STATE 25 r 38 

84 

OR I GIN SS 7 0 


DRAFTED BY /N EA/GRKi MKMITHCELL ( REVISED TEXT FROM WH) 

APPROVED BY NEA 2GRKil o MI LNER DUNN 

NEAiMR• ROC KWELL 

S!CPR£ "4" NURM I 

WH 8MR 1P SAUND ERS 

S / SsM R~ TH OMPSON 

Gi COLo P IN CKNEY 

NEA/P i D!J BRO WN 

P/0 ¥MR g MC CL OS KEY 


Z 222 2 25Z AUG 67 ZFF4 

FM SE CSTATE WASHDC 

TO AME MBASSY ATHENS FLASH 0208 


/ 

C 0 ~ F I D E N T I A L STATE 25038 

L I MO I S 

REF:ATHENS 875 

1 9 WHITE HOUSE PLA NS FOLLOWING ANNOUNCEMENTs BEGIN QU6TE 
THE PRESI DEN T IS PLEASED THAT VISIT OF KING CONSTANTfNE 
OF GREECE TO CANADA MAKES IT POSSIBLE ~OR HtM ro ··sTOP :OVER 
IN TH E UNI TE D STAT ES• ARRANGEMENTS ARE BEING MADE FOR 
HIS MAJEST Y TO HAVE A PRIVATE MEETING WTTH THE PRESID~NT. 
THE DA TE WI LL BE ANNOUNCED WHEN SET• 'END QUOTE• 

YOU MAY ADAP T FOR USE THERE· 

DECL/ v F D 
E.O. 1"2... 2, Sec. 3.4 

State De t. Gu.dJ1ne.s, ___,,.c 
By , NARA. 0'"l6 ,~~I 
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PAGE 02 STATE · 25 ~ 38 

PAGE 2 RUEHC 25038 ·c 0 N F I D E N T I A L 
2 ~ RELEASE DATE WASH I NG TON WILL BE 23 .AUGUST 1100 
LOCAL TIME• ATHENS MAY RELEASE ANY TIM~ ., AFTERNOON 
OF' AUGUST ·23 LOCAL• · 

3u IF PRESSED1 WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMAN 'WILL SAY MEETING 
WILL PROBABLY NOT TAKE PL ACE UNTIL AF1~R L~BOR ·DAY• 

RUSK 

ON'f!""IoENTIAL 
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cr:f~ !.J~ ~ 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE ?£_ ' . 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT .A 
cy'-;7,f~ 

DETERMINED TO BE AN 
ADMINISTRATIVE MARKING 
NOT NAT'l SECURITY 
INFORMATION, E.0. 12356, 

August 18, 1967 
7' 

SEC. 1 .1 (a) 

BY (11 W ~­

Ok ~~ 
Mr. Walt W. Rostow 
The White House 

v~~\,L, 
\~~~ 

~n~~- -~ k.OvL 
~ w..:3¢ .... ~ 

The enclosed is for Wh te Ho~se . n t 
clearance prior to transmission. ~' 

~ ~"'-~ c~t:~ ~ ti...t 
J;~~~ ~ . 

5twvu~f 
Benjamin H. Read 

Executive Secretar 

Enclosure: 

ing 
Tel to Athens re ~ follow- ) 

announcement re King Constantine~ _}ti,( , 
y h'.6 

GeN-FU>Elff'IAL 

CLASSIFICATION 

M 
~'>1u I\ ., J 

\~'Y'I I 
~~ 
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& oeCJG
TELECOMMll"l lCATIONS OPERATIONS DIVISION V./ORK -opy 

STATE·· 

LIMDI.S 

·REF: Athens 875 

W~+e \Jo~~ p<~~ '' lh fre-;,·Jut- •S 
l. A9f)P&t:al gPMted fer releft;,e fslli~MLg"following .announcerr.ent:. · · ,~~ 

of Greece 
pleased that visit of King Cons.tant1ne-""to Canada makes it possible for him 

~top over in the United States. Arrangements are being made roi< 
,~I1s ~-est to have a private meeting with the President. ~ c:A.it:i w-H ( k 
OJV..V\.~ll. ~ ~e.:t. .. '(ov.. ~"'Y ~"{' .f'o \""" ""-~ '\).u?. .,..~ .. 

2. · Release date Washington will be 23 ~~t 1100 local t~•., ~ -Atr&ns 

may release any time afternoon or J\ugllst 23 local. 

ElID. 

3 . 1-.f f' c-.,S <SJJ i,.,-Dt..e. \.h,..,_s..e sf<> k es ""'"""" w I I( 'SIA y 
~i-' "'"' ~U pn-~ \, l'I ~T +A-k-e f' la_c: e '-<..Vt+~ I 4t. Ct.er-

LAb-o r -Oa.7. 

By__~-

HEAJGRK -Mll:Mitchell:mem:S/18/67 58.98 ZJEA/ORK - L. Milner t\mn 

NF.;\ - Stuart W, Rocln.iell S/S
SJCPR ~: · Nurmi ,"'- ,..,,,. White HouseNEA/P-Dan Browni . ~ . G•Col. Pinckney P/Ol'rJIC~' . 

~ . / (InfoJ{)Gfl4}i!r1P!At.. 
Corrections made on original green ·MUST be made on this and other 

F O RM 
DS-322 flimsy work copies before delivery to Telecommunications Operations Division 8-65 
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PAGE 0 1 ST ATE 24499 

82 
.OR I ~ I N. ss, 7 0 I 

INFO / 070·R ' 

r . . . 
ORAF 1 ED BYa NEA/GRK:~KMITCH~LL 
APP ROVED RY1 NEA/G RK•LMDUNN 

NEA i STUA RT W • ' ROCk !.' ELL 

P a M~ · MCC LOS KE Y I INFO) 

NEA/ P tM 9 e B ~OWN CI NFOJ 

S/C PR :MISS NURMI ISUBJ 

S/S1M P 1 G.R I ~ BLE 


WHtM R• SAUN DE ~S 


. ------······---~---- ~ 
R 2 J, P.3 !:t; 9 z'. AUG 6 7 
FM SE tS TATE WASHDC ' . I 


TO AMEMBASSY ATHENS 0201 


·.· ­
C 0 ~I A L STATE. ~4499 
, ' 

I 'LIM DIS · . . . 
F~EF 1 A THE MS 875 

.· 

DEPA RTt·iF; NT HAS RECE I V£0 .. APPROVAL FOR US E OF VC • t 3 t •H 

CDEL UXE C0 NV A. I R PR ES 1 0ENT I AL A I RC RAF' T I . .' Ta· P I CK UP K I NG . AT . 

QUONSFT POI~T (NAVAL AIR StATION OUTSIDE NEWPORT) I~~~ 

S~PTEM BF R 111 . ARRIVE ANDRFW S WASHINGTO~ 12 NOON~ · .FQllb WtNG 

LUNCH C R A~T WILL RETURN KING ~O QUONSE! POI.NT• . 

GP•3• RUSK 

~ ·, . 

,,,. ~ . .... . - - · .. . - · . .. .. l 

I 
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nEPXff~SJJ't~o/Isol~ATE 
DETERMINED TO BE AN EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

AOMJNJSTRAT1V:E .-.\ARKING 
NOT NAT't SECURITY 1 
INFORMATION, E.O. 12356 
SEC. 1 .1 (a) 1 

BY vk'A ) ON ID/t g::I A -- -~· ~---::::-u~g~u~s~t~l~8~,_1~9~6~7!..__ 
Date 

Mr. Walt W. Rosto 
The White House 

The enclosed -tJ. liS 
clearance prior tois for White House transmission. 

Enclosure: 

Benjamin H. Read · ..;:;,,, 
Executive Secretary / ~ , 

Ufld~ 
/i"( J 1?-1 ;Jd 

Tel to Athens ref Athens 875. 

"CON FID EN'!' !AC 
CLASSIFICATION 
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TELECOMMllt.jlCATIONS OPERATIONS DIVISION VVORK COPY-
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Amembassy ATHENS 

STATE 

LDmlS 


REF Athens 875 


Depa-rtment has received approva-1 for use of VC-131-B (deluxe Convatr
pick up YdfC at 


Prestde-ntl.41. aircraft) to~Quonset Point/ (Haval Air Station outside 


Newport) _1040 September 11. arrive Andrews Vaahington 12 noon. Follovtng 


lunch craft will return King to Quonset Point. End 


' ~ GRP•3 

By.._..__ 

NEA/GlUC:MKKlt-cbel1:mb1 NEA/GlUt - L. M. Dunn 
8/18/67 5898 

REA _"'.' Stuart v. Rttckwell P ·• Mr. McCloskeJin~/P - Mr. Brown (Into) 

S/CPR. - Miss NUrml S/S - ·Wbit.e House 

Corrections made on~!a~?M~ST be made on th is and other 
FORM DS-322 flimsy work copies before delivery to Telecommunications Operations Division 8-65 

http:Prestde-ntl.41
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P AGE 0 i S I A E 2 40 83 

8 0 
O R ~ G :N SS 25 

I NF O / 02 5 R 

DR AFTtO BY s TEX T REC EI VE D FROM 
AP PRO VED B Y ~ s i s ~ MR~ MCC ALL 
NEA / MKM : .i CHEL L 

P 200008 Z AU G 67 
FM SE CSTATE WAS HDC 
TO AMEMBASS Y ATHE NS 

s~ 

EXD I S 

WE WERE ON POINT SECURING FINAL APPROVAL OF 
ANNO UNCE MENT YOU RE COMMENDED WHEN WE - ~~ ARNED OF SENA TOR 

CR I TI C ZI NG GREEK GOVERNMENT ~ ~N 
WE DEFERRING DECIS i ON ON "TIMING o WE WIL L. 

A S S 0 0 N AS P 0 SS I BL E .a H 0 P E FU ~ V" '. 2 2 ~ UGUS T 'o RUSK 

~ YI.A ~ 4 1l__.< 

~~ · 

us SPE ECH 
TANCES1 

' 

(~L~~) 

DEC SSIFIED 
NOT TO BE REPRODUCEDE.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4 

State Dep . Gui ' - -. "f &Ec~ljfMOUT THE AUTHORIZATION 
By . NA , o J:.~_,o 

OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 



send via LDX 

CON~ 

;;? 

Amembassy ATHENS PRIORlTY 

STATE 

EXDIS 

REF: Athens 875 

We were on point securing final approval of announcement you 

recommended when we learned of Senator Clark's speech criticizing 

Greek Government. In circumstances, we deferring decision on 

timing. We will advise you as soon as possible, hopefully 22 August. 

Text received from WH/Saunders 

Clearance: MK Mitchell (by phone) 

NEA/GRK 
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UP I AUGUST I '+ CARR I ED 'T I: CKER lTE:M TO E~FECT KY NG :CONST ANT l'.N E 
WIL L CALL ON PRES ID ENT JOHNSON IN UoSe WHEN ·MONARCH VISifS 
CANADA .LATER THIS MON THo ATTRIBUTION w~s TO AUTHOR I T~ ?! VE souRtEP 
ATHENSo 

AS FAR AS ·wE AWARE NO RPT NO OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMEN T OF 'Kt NG oS 
VISIT TO WESTERN HEMISPHERE AS YET MADE ' THOUGH ·wASH l' NG TON 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


August 9, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Bromley Smith 

I recommend we clear the 
attached. The reason for the somewhat 
unusual timing on the press release is 
that the King is coming on a strictly 
private visit, and we are afraid that if 
we announce too soon some of his colonels 
will try to latch on and show up at the 
White House too 1~ 

Hal Saunders 

Att: file #3049 
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TELECOMM~ICATIONS OPERATIONS DIVISION W ORK COP 

Amembassy ATHENS IMMEDIATE 

STATE 

LIMDIS 

Athens 589. 

1. White House bas approved date of Septetaber 11 for informal working 
i 

luncheon with King Constantine ln con~ection vltb his private visit to us. 

2. As to pubUc announcement regarding his tnfot11Utl visit to Vashington, we 

suggest press release be made by White House after King's arrival in us. 

FYI, ve deliberately do not want to make tbla Joint release or create 

impression that King Constantine ls here on mission on behalf of Greek 
,,. 

Government~ END FYI. Would welcome your views on press handling of visit. 


After further talk vlth King, hope you can provide additional inf.ormaUon 


on flrm travel plans of royal couple. 


CP-3 
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LDIDIS 

lo White Bouse has authorized you to extend lnvitation from 

President Johnson to King Constantine for visit to Washington 

September 7~8 following 'their llajes-ties' visit EXPO 67 o 

2a ~ Please request GOG· views on appropriate· date for 

announcement of visit<) IYI We prefer date at least ~ days 

after completion of visit of Turk President Sunay to US April 13.o 

END FYI 
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: Department of State 

FROM Amembassy ATHENS DATE: April 21, 1967 

SUBJECT: Invit~tion to King Constantine to Visit u. s. 

REF, Athens 4409 
~~~~,,.s 

ARMY CIA NAVY 

r2~ 
OSD USIA . Under Secretary Fenoff Yerokostopoulos has confirmedNSA 

33 3 to me informal decision reported. by King in reference 
#SC: message. 
~ 

I believe that it would be in our interest to reschedule 
the visit in early 1968 and hope that the President's 

( desires and schedule might be amen'able to the King's 
suggestion. 

TALBOT •<fi3 
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MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

-SEGRET Friday, September 8, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Your Talk with Greek King- -Monday, September 11 

King Constantine is here privately after an official visit to 

Canada, so we 1ve planned no ceremony in connection with his call. 

Your lunch at 1 p. m. --after a half hour 1s talk alone--will be basically 

the Tuesaay lunch group like our session with King Hussein. He asked 

for this meeting. 


Constantine has one main subject on his mind. He fears his 

younger military may stage a second phase of the April coup to oust 

the last semblances of civilian government- -including him, if he 

doesn1t go along. We expect him to ask you how much help we 1d give 

him if he ends up in that sort of confrontation. 


Secretary Rusk's memo (Tab A) spells this out in more detail, 
but essentially our line is this: While we don1t like the coup government 
any more than he does, we think the way for both of us to handle it is 
to work with it and try to nudge it back toward constitutional go¥ernment. 
The consequences of a confrontation would be bad for all of us, so what 
we want to talk about is how to avoid it. If it comes, we can 1t honestly 
sa:y what we 1d do until we see what the situation is. We think our interests 
and the King's are similar. We don't want civil war; we want constitu­
tional government; we don 1t want US-Greek relations disrupted. But 
what we can do is limitea. 

In that context, you might want to discuss our suspended military 

aid. We'll have Congressional problems if we release any more now, 

but you might want to get a sense from the King hims elf what role this 

aid would play, if any, in staving off a confrontation. If he makes a 

convincing case, we would have a better argument on the Hill, since 

even the hostile members see the King as the main rallying point for 

forces pressing for return to constitutional governmento Phil Talbot 

feels the King will suffer if he doesn't bring back promise of some 

release. You may want to discuss this with Secretaries Rusk and 

McNamara and the King at lunch, if he press es you. 


u 
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Cyprus is the other important subject that may come up. 
Greek Prime Minister Kollias and Turkish Prime Minister Demirel 
are meeting this weekend, with Cyprus high on the agenda. The 
Greek coup government does show more signs than any civilian 
predecessor of trying for a settlement. And the Turks report 
ttencouraging sounds" in preparation for this summit meeting. Yet 
if Ankara is ready to talk they (and Phil Talbot) are still not overly 
sanguine. Greece has so far given no real preview of a specific 
deal that would meet Turkey half-way. You111 want to ask the King 
for the latest information on the Kollias -Demirel talks. You might 
urge him to face up to the problem and get this settled- -particularly 
while the military regime can take the heat for any concessions. 

Apart from military aid, he may ask for something like $15 
million to help rebuild from a series of earthquakes last spring. 
We see this mainly as a gimmick dreamed up by the coup government 
to get a small program loan. We are out of the aid business in Greece 
and ought to stay out. But the Greek government keeps pressing. 
We 1ve offered Export-Import Bank loans and ought to stick to that 
response. 

We're considering a state visit for the King and Queen next 
spring. But we want to hold off mentioning that until we see how he 
comes out of this fall 1s political push and whether he can keep the 
pressure on the junta for return to constitutional government. 

Of the attached briefing material, you need read only Secretary 
Rusk's memo (Tab A). But if you have time, you1d find helpful the 
papers on the looming confrontation (Tab B) on Greece 1s domestic 
situation (Tab C) and on US public attitudes toward the coup (Tab D). 
We 1ll have a talking paper for you Monday. 

Qf~ostow 

'6-ECR~ 
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

September 	7 , 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: 	 Your Meeting with King Constantine 

of Greece 


King Constantine is coming to Washington at his 
~equest. While the main purpose of his visit is to 
~xplain the aims of the Greek Government which came 
to power in the April 21, 1967 coup and to obtain 
U. S. understanding and support for the Government, 
at the same time he will seek Presidential assurances 
of U. S. backing in any confrontation he might have 
with the Greek junta. The King views his role as one 
of continuously pressing the coup leaders in the 
direction of a return to democratic processes. He 
also believes that his standing with the junta, as 
well as Greek-U. s. relations, will be enhanced by 
the resumption of U. s. military assistance to Greece. 
The very fact that you have agreed to receive him 
will strengthen his position with the Government. 

We share the King's view that he can play a 
constructive role in encouraging the Greek Government 
in the direction of constitutionalism. However, we 
believe we should caution him against pushing the 
regime to the point of provoking a confrontation, 
since we do not want to see armed conflict in Greece 
and would not wish to intervene militarily in his 
behalf. We realize that walking such a narrow line 
is a difficult course to follow, and believe that the 
visit offers the occasion to reassure the 27-year old 
King of our recognition of the importance of the 
monarchy as well as our appreciation of his vital role 
in returning the country to constitutionalism. On 
military assistance, we believe that you should inform 
the King that full resumption of MAP is out of the 

DEa.A&mm> 
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question at this time because of strong public and 
Congressional sentiment against such a move; however, 
we are prepared to consider releasing a few of the 
items now currently suspended. In this way we can 
bolster the King's position vis-a-vis the coup leader­
ship as well as prevent our own relations with the 
Greek Government from becoming frozen. 

In sum, we believe that the visit of the King can 
serve a useful purpose in making clear our profound 
desire for continued close relations with Greece as 
well as our belief in the necessity for an early 
return to constitutional government. It also provides 
an opportunity to reassure the King of our support for 
him and at the same time to discourage him from moving 
into a confrontation with the junta. 

Dean Rusk 

Enclosure: 

Talking Points. 



Talking Points 

Our goals in your luncheon meeting with the King are 
to 

(1) indicate our strong desire for continued good 
relations with Greece , 

(2) assure the King of our appreciation of the impor­
tance of the monarchy to Greece and of the constructive 
role he has played since the Greek coup , 

(3) express the concern of the American Government 
and people at the suspension of democratic processes in 
Greece and our strongest hope that they will be restored , 
and 

(4) impress upon the King the need to avoid chaos or 
civil war in Greece. 

In this connection , you may wish to point out the 
following : 

1 . Bilateral UoS . - Greek Relations 

a . We continue to consider Greece as an 
important NATO ally , and are thankful for the cooperation 
accorded to us by the Greek Government during the mid­
Eas t crisis; 

b o We fully appreciate the difficult role 
played by the King since the April 21 coup in encouraging 
the Greek Government to moderate its policies and to 
take steps leading towards a return to constitutionalism, 
without at the same time undermining his own relationship 
with the government leaders or provoking them to a final 
confrontation. 

c. The American Government and people were 
deeply troubled by the overthrow of the constitutional 
government of Greece and the arrest of large numbers of 
political prisoners. It was in this context that we 
suspended shipment of major military items to Greece 

Au •ty rJ J-J ct 4-!54>5"" 
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and placed our entire MAP to Greece under review. We 
believe that by moving steadily to restore constitutional 
processes and by early release of all or most of the 
political prisoners, the Greek Government could more 
fully develop its traditionally close relations with 
the United States and the American people. 

2. Foreign Affairs 

a. Cyprus - The King will expect some 
acknowledgment of his efforts to improve Greek-Turkish 
relations by pushing for high-level Greek-Turkish 
government negotiations on Cyprus; you may wish to 
praise the King's efforts in this respect and parti­
cularly his success in achieving a meeting of Greek­
Turkish Prime Ministers September 9-10. You may also 
wish to reaffirm our support for constructive efforts 
aimed at solving this disruptive issue, an issue which 
by disrupting Greek-Turkish cooperation weakens free 
world defenses in the Mid-East at a time of intensi­
fied Soviet activity in the area. 

b. Vietnam - You may wish to discuss briefly 
the current situation in Vietnam. 

c. NATO - While expressing our regret that the 
question of the Greek political changes has become a 
subject of dissension within the NATO alliance, you may 
wish to point out that it was inevitable that the coup 
would provoke an unfavorable reaction among some members 
of the alliance. However, we believe this reaction 
could be largely overcome by concrete evidence of a return 
to democratic processes in Greece. 

d. Yugoslavia - We consider it unfortunate that 
the traditionally good relations between Greece and 
Yugoslavia have been adversely affected by the change 
of government in Greece, due in part to the extreme sensi­
tivity on the part of the Yugoslavs to recent world 
events. It might be helpful if the Greeks might take 
some steps to reassure exaggerated Yugoslav fears of 
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Greek intentions toward it, particularly since such 
fears strengthen the position of those conservative 
Connnunist elements opposed to liberal trends in Yugo­
slav development. 

3. Economic 

Express our satisfaction that the Greek Govern­
ment has taken steps to encourage foreign investment 
by removing bureaucratic and other obstacles to such 
investment and our hope that Greece will move forward 
on the economic front. 

Points King Constantine May Raise 

1. Resumption of Full United States Military 
Assistance to Greece 

a. The King will probably ask for full resump­
tion of military assistance to Greece. 

b. You might respond that while it is our 
desire to release some of the items now under suspen­
sion, the continuing adverse public and Congressional 
opinion in the United States over political developments 
in Greece has made it difficult to do so. However, we 
are exploring the possibility of releasing a limited number 
of items at this time. You might add that as soon as the 
Greek Government gives further concrete evidence that it 
is moving towards constitutionalism and the release of 
the political prisoners, the U.S. Government would be 
disposed to consider resumption of delivery of the sus­
pended items. 

2. Assistance for the King in the Event of a 
Confrontation with the Junta 

a. It is likely that the King will ask for 
assurance of United States support in any confrontation 
he might have with the coup government, including possible 
evacuation of himself and his family if their lives were 

...SECRE'f-­
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endangered. 

b. You might respond that it is our profound 
hope that a confrontation between the King and the junta 
be avoided, since such a confrontation might plunge the 
country into chaos. While we firmly believe that the 
King should continue to press the junta towards a return 
of constitutionalism, he should not push matters to the 
point of a confrontation. If, despite the King's best 
efforts, a confrontation resulted over a refusal by the 
junta to move towards a restoration of democratic pro­
cesses on a key issue and where the King's acquiescence 
would seriously undermine his position and influence, 
we would reflect in our public posture our support of 
a return to constitutionalism. However, there could be 
no United States military intervention. Possible move­
ments of units of the Sixth Fleet to Greek waters, for 
political purposes only, would have to be decided at 
the time in light of existing circumstances. 

Should the King's life and that of his family be 
endangered in such a confrontation, we would exert our 
influence on behalf of the safety of the King and his 
family. However, because of the risks involved to 
the individuals concerned, we would not attempt to 
evacuate the Royal family against the wishes of the 
junta. 

You might wish to reiterate the point that we 
support the efforts of the King in furtherance of the 
peaceful return of Greece to democratic processes. At 
the same time, we are convinced that achievement of 
this objective would be undermined by a confrontation. 

3. Cyprus 

a. The King may ask for United States parti ­
cipation in the Greek-Turkish dialogue to bring about 
a solution to the Cyprus question, noting that the 
two sides are close together and need only a push from 
outside to reach a final agreement. 
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b. You might respond that we continue to believe 
that the Cyprus problem can be solved only by agreement 
among the parties concerned. Therefore, we do not believe 
that our participation at the present time would be help­
ful. However, we do not preclude such participation at 
a future date if we were convinced that we could play a 
constructive role, and if both parties desired it. 

4. Request for Economic Assistance 

a. It is possible that the King may request 
you to support a program loan of $70 million for Greece 
to assist with the reconstruction of earthquake damaged 
areas. 

b. You might respond that while the United 
States Government could not provide a program loan, the 
Export-Import Bank would be prepared to consider applica­
tions for financing soundly conceived and economically 
desirable projects as well as to continue its supplier 
credit guarantee facility for purchases of U.S. capital 
equipment on appropriate credit terms. 

~ECR 
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KCGlB~5 
September 6, 1967 

. VISIT .OF .KING .CONSTANI'INE .OF .GREECE 
·September · 11, · 1967 

"BACKGROUND .PAPER 

POSSIBLE KING-JUNTA .CONFRONTATION 

Background · or·King~Junta · Relationship 

The coup of April 21, 1967 took King Constantine .completely by
surprise. Although he.made an initial effort to contact. his key 
military commanders t·a resist the coup, when it became apparent that 
the coup leaders had won over or effectively neutralized all major 
mHitary commands, and that resistance on his part might plunge the 
nation into a civil war, the King reluctantly accepted the c·oup as 
a ·rait ·accornpli • .. However, alth~ugh he .agreed to preside·· over the 
first Cabinet meeting of the new government, he refused to sign
the royal decree suspending certain articles of the Constitution 
which therefore went into eff"ect without his slgnature. 

The King's relationship to the coup leaders remains tenuous. 
While constantly exerting pFessure on the junta to move towards 
constltutionalism, he h.as been reluctant to push too ha.rd lest he 
provoke an actual confrontation. Consequently, he has given in on 
a number of disagreements with the junta where he.felt basic 
principles were not at stake. However, he has encouraged Army 
generals not identified with the coup to reassert their authority
within the artned forces, and he has attempted to gauge the loyalty 
of the key military conmanders whose .support would be crucial in arry 
confrontation with the coup leaders. 

For their part, the c.o-up leaders at the.present time consider 
the King a necessity both because of the- legit:i.macy he accords the 
new regime as well as because of his strength among the senior 

. ifl60RHP ­
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o:rf'i<le:vs. Th addition, 'the :King is, widely 'believed. to have the 
support 'Of the TJ• ..s... Government, .and. the coup leaders believe t.til.t 

· .any ~ove· _woUld. a.ntason!ze .the u. a. 11owever, the:reagainst. th~ King __ 
~e indications that at~ lea.st aome ·ar the junta merribera consider the 
mon.a:t?cey a need1e$s l~ which should evel'.ltualJ.y oe elinll.nated. 

}'oss1ble_Caooes "of ·a·King..;.Jtirlt'el ",conr.rontation, 

-Alth~ugh there: a:t?e several p.c>s:s1ble de~elopments: Which .could 
p:r?Ovoke a King-Junta confrontation, the most likely would ensue 
following eome action by the co.op leaders making eleal'.l .that they 
·C1o not ::intend "tO return to dernocra~:(;:j,e plioces-ses. •. Examples of SU.Ob 
action w:ould be their rejectien of the rev1.sed constitution·now being 
prepared by a corrmt~·tee or· J\-l.l?~sts, ?-r by ~he~ tal:d.ng :ste~s to oUst­
·the· oivili011 Prime Minister and. esta'blislrl..ng a . true inil:ttacy ctt,atatorr 
shit>' un.der Colonel Papadopoulos or canotber junta figure.. Iri: -eithe.r­
o.a:~e th~ - -~· would.·p:robablY cMlle!lge the·_coup leaders,, either _by
demanding their r.esignations ·or even ar;re.sting. tnem. In such an eV$tlt 
the coup leaders wdUld _p~bab1~ att.empt to depose the King. 

Requests f():t- ,.u: - Assistance___s~ ·

1nmediatel1 after the April. ~:l coup,, th~ lttx1g: raised through 
Ambassador- Talbot the ·que.stion tif U. s. assistance -to evacuat.e him, 
and J4·s family in the event h:tfiS posit::t~nn becQlne untena;ble. Aftw . 
eonsi-Oeration at a high level .in the State Department> it__was decided 
that. ,if '-'t became fnipoasib1e for th~ .King to_~ in.Greece> the 
lJ•.:S. Govertment would assi.st in evacuating; the 1'QYa.~ ~a11Ji~Y, a.lthoqgb 

. not. secretly (cts requested by the' King) but: folloW!ng notiflcat:Lon ;. . 
... · ·- to. tbe G~eek· ,authoritie~r. •·:1tt;· the· $ame time~, 'we reo:t.:terated 'Plll? ·eon-: · 


rl.ction to tbe King that' if .at all possible he· shorud :endeavor to 

remain in Greece where he coulO. cont.inue to e~ert lev:erage···ro:v ·an 


·.,·., :::·. · . .. ,: :::: ..-.. . -- ,e,y~n.t.~~ .:r~~umJ. ~- egnst.atu~lpnal;L$11~ : · ~ I I ' • ' 

. With.in a few days., :the danger pass;ed., and. the - ·~ did not 
fo:t'lffillY' request evacuation assistance .~. Ho¥1ever:. in the .month$ 
sinee .-the .oOUJ? the __King baa _ori a number ,._of occasions rais~d ~tll 
Ambassador Ta-loot ·the .question of' posaible: U... 8.. e.ssl·stane·e 111 t.be 

• .. -t _: . · .: .~, ~. · ~ · · : : :.. ...! '.. :., . ,.'\. ... · , ·~· : . ··: ·· ·· ·. ; : ·: !. ·. .... ;:" l . : •••• • • • .• • · . ·:· . • • ~ •... ,: .. ) . ... •• · •.,.I":' ·.· · .•.. ... : 
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event a King-Junta confrontation took place. Among the suggestions 
made by the King have been the following: (1) a 'landing by U. S. 
marines near Athens, not for combat reasons but as a "·show of 'force" 
along the lines of .the Lebanon landing in· 1958;. (2) the positioning 
of Units of the Sixth Fleet in Greek waters prior to or during a · 
confrontation, as a gesture of support for the, King; (3) a s·ympathetic 
U. S. public posture towards the King in the event of a confrontation, 
including a U. S. statement reaffirming U. S. support for the King's 
efforts to return the country to constitutionalism, and (4) evacuation. 
of the King and his family in the event their lives were in dclnger. 

In his conversations with the King, Ambassador Talbot has 
consistently discouraged His.Majesty 'from counting on active u. s. 
intervention in the. "event of a confrontation with the junta, particu­
larly in the form of troop landings, although the Ambassador has not 
precluded the possibility of sonie kind of U. S. psychological support 
for the King. However, Ambassador Talbot has repeatedly expressed 
to the King the U. S. view that while he should continue to encourage 
the government to move towards constitutionalism, he should not pro­
voke the coup leadership into a confrontation which could possibly 
lead to armed conflict and chaos. 

Drafted by: NEA/GRK - Mr. Owens 
Cleared by: NEA/GRK - Mr. Dunn 

NEA - Mr. Rockwell.. ·. . ..: ~: •'. . 

S/S-S :RGHoudek, · Rtn. 7237, Ext .. 4155 

. . . ... .... . . . i' :"'. :. . . ·~ . . ·,. ... .. . ·'' . .. _. / . ···: : : • • ... I~ • o '• I .,,. • ~ ·: '1 •• ~ • :- ,. ' ' • • ~ ···, • • • I • . , ~ 



c 




if -'REY­
KvG/B-2 
September -6, 1967 

VISIT .OF 	 KING CONSTANTINE .OF -GREECE 
September 11, 1967 

'BACKGROUND .PAPER 

GREECE'S IX)IVIESTIC 'POLITICAL/ECONQ.\1IC SITUATION 

Political 

'Ihe Greek Goverrn;nent wblch came to power through a military 

coup April 21, 1967.;. appears to be ·firmly in cont~ol · and to date 

there has been no overt resistance by the Greek public. Although 

it has modified or relaxed some of the more obnoxious rest~ictions 


imposed at the outset of the coup, the new regime is definitely of 

an authoritarian character. Key articles of the constitution 

remain suspended, political activity is prohibited, censorship 

of donestic publications continues (despite a recent Goverrnnent 

pledge to abolish censorship), and meetings of more than five persons 

are banned. Violators of government laws and regulations are 

tried by military courts established throughout the country and 

punishment is swift and s~vere. Purges of officers considered 

unreliable were carried out in the Navy and Air Forces and there 

has been a wide-scale removal of heads of various goverrnnental and 


. semi-governmental agencies. 	 · 

late in May, under pressure from the United States as well as 

King Constantine, the government appointed a 20-member corrmittee 

composed of eminent· jurists and professors to revise the Con­

. stitution and ~ubmit - it _to_the government within six _month.s .for. ­
approval prior to the holding of a plebiscite. 'Ihe coup leaders 
have avoided publicly announcing a timetable· stating precisely 
when the country would return to parliamentary democracy, although 
King Constantine has informed us privately that the Cabinet had promised 
h:lin to restore democratic processes within two years at the most. 
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It is probable that the coup leaders themselves are uncertain 
as to when they intend to return the country to constitutionalism. 
They probably also ·have· not agreed among themselves on precisely 
what forni that constitutionalism would take. The King, supported 
by Prime Minister Kol1ias, has taken the lead in urging the govern­
ment to bring about a return as promptly as possible. The ·three 
coup leaders-General Pattakos, Colonel Papadopoulos, and Colonel 
Ma.karezos--have, in varying degrees, opposed an early return to 
democracy lest the goals ·af their ''revolution" be undennined by a 
premature return t ·o normal political life. · 

. In their public .statements, the coup leaders . have repeatedly 
called for a "purification" of Greek society, but have -beerivague 
in defining ·precisely ·what this pur.ification entails. What does 
seem clear is that the coup leaders lack political sophistication, as 
demonstrated by their ineptnes~ in stripping a prominent Greek 
actress of her citizenship and sentencing a highly distil'looU.ished former 
Foreign Minister to five years in prison for holding a .social gather­
ing ·of rrore than five persons. In recent weeks Colonel Papadopoulos 
has been emerging as the "strong man" of the junta, although even he 
appears to be subject to pressure·rrom certain extremist junior 
officers· strongly opposed to a return to constitutionalism. The 
coup leaders ·share a deep disdain for aJ.Jrost all Greek politicians, 
whom they consider venal and corrqpt. 

As the time approaches for a completion of the constitutional 
revision, the true intentions of the.government with regard to the 
restoration of democracy should become clearer. Should the coup 
·leaders repudiat~ their promise to hold a plebiscite or refuse to . 
take other steps in the direction of constitutionalism, a · con:rrontat:fon 
with the King would be likely, perhaps as early as this autumn. Also 

.. · ·· ::·. poesible'·is a split ·within t;he coup· group··itself over .this key :.·-· '. .~ ·=· _._ 
question. · 

Although to date there has beeR no .organfzed opposition to the 
coup government, with the passage of time such resistance must be 
anticipated. There is evidence that the initial acceptance of the 
coup by a Greek citizenry exhausted by years of .political dern:agoguery 

:.., ~: .,.. ~ ' ·.. ~ .. ·. : . . ' ... :. . ·..... . . ..... 
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and irresponsibility has begun to wane as the government has failed 
to meet the expectations-~often unrealistic--<>f various segJnents of 
the population. Dissatisfaction with the government will undoubtedly 
increase if, as expected, there is a wors.ening of the economic 
situation. One danger in such a development is the possibility that 
the leadership of any resistance movement might fall into the hands of 
the Conmunists, who are better organized than.any other group to wage 
under~ound resistance. · · 

Economic · 

.The Greek economy has been growing in recent years by an 
impressive 8 per cent annually and per capita GNP now exce~ds $700. 
This growth reflects both Greece's own efforts and $1.9 billion in 
U. S. economic assistance since 1946. It should·be noted to Greece's 
credit that the U. S. grant ecoriomic.aid program to Greece officially
terminated in 1962. · · · 

While there are now signs that the rate of economic growth has 
begun to slow down, the growth rate nevertheless is expected to amount 
to between 5 and 6 per cent during 1967. The slow-dovm in growth 
reflects an anticipated readjustment to the serious structural 
problems resulting from the rapid but uneven expansion of the past 
several years. In addition, the uncertainties arising from the coup 
and the Middle East· crisis have contributed to a worsening balance 
of payments situation as indicated by a decline during 1967 of 
$43.8 million in Greece's official gold -and h8.rd currency hold.in.gs 
to a total of $258. 9 million on· July 31, 1967. However, .the de.cline 
in official assets has· been partially offset by transferring 
$30.l million from.the special fund of gold sovereigns. The pressure. 
on foreign exchange reserves has come from a growing trade deficit that 
·has· 'been ·6n1y· partially offset . by invisible earnings which have been . :., . · · 
less than anticipated during 1967 as the result of a decline in 
receipts from tourism and workers remittances. 

In view of the political and economic uncertainty prevailing 
before and 1rnmediately following the coup, the present government 
initially followed stabilizing policies designed to reduce prices and 
encourage savings. Expansionary steps are now being taken to 
liberalize reserve requirements arid the discount rate and to encourage 

• • •· .t ·"' . • • : : • . . •· • : .. ~. 

http:hold.in.gs


Ki~G/B-2 


4 

certain types of construction. 

The government believes it can both stimulate the private 

sector to be the driving force behind Greek economic development 

and eliminate the glaring inequalities between classes. While the 


. government has yet to iinplement these policies; it has b.egun to 
eliminate bureaucratic red tape and to speed up arrangements for 
foreign investment. It has approved and encouraged several invest­
ments by American firms, including an $825 million capital investment 
program over 12 years with Litton Industries to develop Crete and ­
the Western Peloponnesus, as well as manufacturing proposals by Union 
Carbide and Goodyear Rubber. · · 

While it is believed that the negative factors affecting the 
Greek economy may be of short duration, the present government has yet 
to prove its ability_to carry out its stated economic policies and to 
create the necessary climate of stability and confidence to attract 
both domestic and foreign investment. 

Drafted ··by: 	 NEA/GRK - Mr. Dunn 
NEA/GRK - Mr. Owens 

Cleared by: 	 AID/NESA/NE -. Mrs. Fitzmaurice 
AID/NESA/DP - Mr. Ward 
NEA - Mr. Rockwell 
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·vrsIT OF KING ·coNsrA.NrINE ·oF "GREECE 
September 11, 1967 

BACKGROUND PAPER 

"EVALUATION OF LIKELY u~s. OOMESTIC AND CONGRESSIONAL 
.REACTION TO KING-JUNTA CONFRONTATION 

Background 

Although the American press and public generally deplored the 
overthrow ·or representative government in Greece by the April 21 
coup, there was some initial hesitation to condemn the new·Greek 
regime before all the facts were available. Some of the early, 
positive moves of the government such as the formation of a comnittee 
to revise the constitution, the reform of the corrupt Greek Orthodox 
Church leadership, and the business-like attitude towards foreign 
investment, served to neutralize to some degree the naturally unfavor­
a~le impression caused by the basically authoritarian character of 
tne new regime. Congressional opinion generally coincided with 
public sentiment during this initial period; while dismayed, Congress 
too tended to wait to let the government "prove" itself. 

Present .Attitudes towards Government 

In recent weeks, however, the image of the Greek junta in the 
United States has worsened. The continued :imprisonment of large 
numbers of persons without trials (including Andreas Papandre.ou), 
the delay in reestablishing the promised degree of press freedom, and 
the additional arrests for political reasons, have .all combined to 
impress on public opinion the dictatorial nature of the current 
Greek goverrnnent. In particular, certain inept moves by the junta, 
such as divesting the popular Greek actress Melina Mercouri of her 
citizenship-and the arrest and harsh sentence of a distiDoauished 
former Greek Foreign Minister,.have held the government up t~ general 
public ridicule and scorn. As a result, public sentiment against the 
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junta has intensified. Members of the academic comnunity, whose personal 

syrnpathi~s and ideological convictions .Goinclde in the case of Andreas 

Papandreou, have been particularly outspoken. They are followed by 

ci"l~ge body of public sent:iment,including a se§'Ilent of the Greek­

.American corrmunity, although the bulk of the Greek-Americans seem still 

to be apathetic or maintaining a tentative attitude towards the present 

political situation in Greece. Finally, some .of the most vociferous 

anti-coup opinion in the United States has emanated from Oo::ngr~essional

representatives, especially Senators Clark .and Pell and Rep. 

Donald Fraser. 

Attitude Towards King 


·· Att:ttudes toward the ~ng do n9t appear to follow aiorig the same 
lines as those toward the Greek Government. Even am:mg the harshest 
critic·s of the government there is a· tendency to ·regard the. King .as a 
constructive force and as·one·of the best hopes for steering.the 
regime into a more constitutional course.. It follows that public and 
Congressional attitudes towards the King will depend in. large part 
ori how the King conducts himself towards the ~egime. · 

' 

Opinion in Event or·Confrontation 

It further follows that a confrontation between King and.regime 
. would in all probability elicit syrilpatby for the King~ That would 

clearly be the case if the King and coup leaders should clash over 
the intransigeance of the coup leaders on an fssue in which the 
~estoration_of democracy were .involved. But sentiment \'.lO:uJ.d probably 
sti~1- favor· the' King ·even on· e. question. ·or· ies·s· clear principle~- as··'····· 
for example, contr9l of the Army • 

. · .. ..;._,,,'. ; :As~urning_ · '\;pa~ ..the. _King· should, b;r-iegk Wi:th ,,the junta· op an .issue.,. _ .. ~ ... 
which cast him. 1n the role ·or the defender of democracy, there would 
undoubtedly be considerable popular and Congressional acquiescence and 
even demand. for proViding him with p.sychological and political support, 
such as an official U. S. Government pronoilllcernent . in· his favor. There 
would probably also be general approval, aga~n public and Congressional, 
of a humanitarian effort. to evacuate him and his family ·in extremis·. 
On the other hand, there would be 1itule support· from the-public and 
probably none rrom the Congress for any u. S. nii.litary intervention 
tn a Greek crisis. · 

. . . ~ . . :.. . ·~. . . . . . . . ..· .·. .. •" . .. . . ... .. :. ·. ~ . ··· ' ·. • ;. .... ... 
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Reaction to 'Olister ·of King 

Should the junta make a successful .move against the King, there 
would undoubtedly be irresistible pressure--riotably from Congress--. 
to cut off all aid, military and otherwise, to Greece. There probably 
would be strong pressure fyan Congress and the public for an official 
public condemnation of the junta. But even though the ouster of the 
King would confront the U. S. with the question of recognition of 
the regime, it is doubtful whether Congressional leaders VlOUld 
dem:md a break in relations with Greece. It is likely that some 
NAID countries would try to have Greece read out of their organization 
and.that some Congressional leaders would view.such an effort with 
equanimity. But it is unlikeJ_y that Congress would go bey~:md the 
demand for a cut-off of all aid to .Greece. 

Drafted by: NEA/GRK - Mr. Owens 
NEA/GRK - Mr. Mitchell 

Cleared by: NEA/GRK - Mr. Brewster 
NEA - Mr. Rockwell 
H - Mr. Kiselyak­ - --

S/S-S:RGHoudek, Rm. 7237, Ext. 4155 

. ''SF£!1B¥ 




I 

Sept. 12_._ 1967 

Ruth Booth: 

I have ·retained one complete set of briefing 
papers for our files, part of which came from each 
of the enclosed books. Apparently some pages had 
been removed from each of them before they came 
to my desk. Since we had only two of the books, 
assume you have a complete one there for your 
records. 

YI~ 
Thelma M. Toles 
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Attached are three briefing books 
for use during the visit of King 
Constantine of Greece on Monday , 
September 11. 

[front]
 



S l 

' . 
: 

"<! .. • 

[back]
 



. 3 Y-77 

VIS~ OF 	 KING CONSTANTINE OF G~ CE 


September 11, 1967 


I N D E X 

GENERAL 

A. 	 Briefing Memorandum for the President (G-2) 
B. 	 Scope Paper (G-1) 
C. 	 Schedule (G~3) 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 

A. 	 Possible King-Junta Confrontation (B-5) 
B. Possible Request for a Program Loan to Greece (B-6) 
C. 	 U.S. Military Assistance to Greece (B-4) 
D. 	 Evaluation of Likely U.S. Domestic and Congressional 

Reaction to King-Junta Confrontation (B-7) 
.E. Political Prisoners (B~l) 
F. 	 Greece's Foreign ·Policy Posture (B-3) 
G. 	 Cyprus: Currertt Stat~~ and Prospects (B-8) 
H. 	 Greece's Domestic Political/Economic Situation (B-2) 

PUBLIC STATEMENTS 

A. 	 Suggested Toast (P-2) 
B. 	 Press Guidance/Contingency (P-3) 
C. 	 Farewell Telegram (P-1) 

BIOGRAPHIC DATA 

A. 	 King Constantine 
B. 	 Leonidas Papagos, Marshal of the Court . 
C. 	 Alcibi~des Papadopoulos, Ambassador-designate 
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, Septemb er 7, 196 7­
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

DECLASSIFIED 
WASHINGTON

AuthorttyfOA.~ '~-kSiJ . I fl ,f6'3tQ 
Rv • NARA. Date '6 {,.2~'11 · 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: · Your Meeting with King Constantine 
of Greece 

King Constantine is coming to Washington at his 
request. While the main purpose of his visit is to 
explain the aims of the Greek Government which came 
to powei in the April 2i, 1967 coup and to obtain 
U~ S.;understanding and support for the Governmerit, 
at the same time he will seek Presidential assurances 
of u. s. · backing in any confrontation he might have 
with the Greek junta. The King views his role as one 
o~ continuously pressing· the coup leaders in the 
direction of a return to democratic processes. He 
also .believes that his standing with the ju~ta, as 

. ~ell as Greek-U. s. relations, will be enhanced by 
the resumption o.f U. s. military assistance to Greece. 
The very fact that you have agreed to receive him 
will strengthen his position with the Govern_rnent. 

W~ share ~he King's view that he can play a 
constructive role in encouraging the . Greek Government 
in :the direction o_f constitutionalism. However, we 
believe we should caution him against pushing the 
regime to the -point of provoking a confrontation, 
since we do not.want to see armed conflict in Greece 

·"and "would not wish to ."intervene militarily in his" ....· ·'·> 
behalf. We reaiize that walking such a narrow line · · 
is a difficult course to follow; and believe that the 
visit offers the occasion to reassure the 27-year old 

· King of our recognition of the imp~rtance of the 
monarchy as well as our · appre~iation of his vital role 
in returning the· country. to constitutionalism. On 
military .assistance, we believe that you should inform 
the: King t1:1a·t . fµll ::-es~p .tion. of HAP_ .is out 9f th_e 
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question at this time because of strong public and 
Congressional sentiment against such a move; however, 
we are prepared to consider releasing a few of the 
items now currently suspended. In this way we can 
bolster the King's position vis-a-vis- the coup leader­
ship as we·11 as prevent our own relations with the 
Greek Government from becoming frozen. 

· In sum, we believe that the visit of the King can 
serve a useful purpose in making clear our profound 
desire for continued close relations with Greece as 
well ~s -0ur belief in the necessity for an early 
return to const_i.tutional government. It a·lso ·provides 
an opportunity · to reassure 'the King of our· support for 
him and at the same time to _discourage him from mo'vii:g 
irtto a confrontation with the junta . 

.·~vRV-~~ 
Dean Rusk 

Enclosure: 

· Talking Points. 
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