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.7·Talking . Points 

Our goals in your luncheon meeting with the King are 
to 

· (l) in~icate our ~tr6ng desire .for continued good 
relations w~th Greece, 

(2) assure the King of our appreci~tion of the i~por­
tance of · the monarchy to Greece and of the constructive 
role he has played since the Greek coup, 

(3) express the concern of the American Government 
and people at the suspension of democratic processes in 
Greece and·our strongest ' hope that they will be restored, 
and 

(4) impress upon the Kin~ the need to a~6id chaos or 
·civil war in Greece. 

In this connection, you may wish to point -0ut the 
following: 

1. Bilateral U.S. - Greek Relations 

a. We cqntinue to consider Greece as an 
important NATO ally, and are thankful for the cooperation 
accorded to us by the Greek Gov-ernment during the mid­

_Eas t crisis; 

. .. . bo We 'fully appreciate the· difficult ·role 
played by the King since the April 21 coup in encouraging 
the Greek Goyernrhent to moderat_e its policies and to 

·. take·~ · steps .- · · teqciing · t:o\·iards"·'a · return ..-to ·-'c6nstituti6nal{sm·; . 
without at the same time undermining .his own relationship 
with the government leaders or provoking them to a final 
confrontation . 

. :-: . . · . : .· c·• .. . The 'Amer.ic.an Governine:n"t and . people were 
deeply tr.oubled by the overthrow of the constitutional 
government of Greece and the arrest of large numbers of 

._:poiit~cal . ~ pi;i?one,rs_ .. .. .-.It was :- iD t,hi~ cont;ext ~ that .._ w~ -: . .. _, 
~uspended shipment of major mtlit~iy items to . dr~~c~ · 
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and placed our enti-re MAP to Greece under revj._~w_!._____We 

beli~ve that by moving steadily to restore constitutional 

processes and by early release of all or most of the 

political prisoners, the Greek Government could more 

fully develop its tra4itionally close relations with 

the United States and the American people. 


2. Foreign Affairs 

a. Cyprus - · The King will expect some 

acknowledgment of his efforts to improve Greek-Turkish 

relations by pushing for high-level Greek-Turkish 

government negotiations on Cyprus; you may wish . to · 

praise the King's efforts in this respect and parti ­

cularly his success in achieving a meeting 9f Greek­

Turkish Prime M_i~:i.~ters. September 9-10 . . You may also 

wish to ~eaffirm · our support· for constructive efforts 

aimed at solving this disruptive issue, an issue which 

by disrupting Greek-Turkish cooperation weakens free 

world defenses in the Mid-East at a time of intensi­

fied Soviet activi~y in the area. 


b. Vie~nam - You may ·wish to discuss briefly 

the current situation ·in Vietnam. 


c. NATO -·while exp~essing our regret that the 
question of the Greek political changes has become a 
subject of dissension within the .NATO alliance, you may 
wish to point out that it tvas inevitable that the coup 
would provoke .an unfavor·able reaction among some members 
of the alliance. However, we believe . this reaction · 

.·~q.~ld be .. ).a}:'g~ly ..ov~rc,ome.. by conci;ete .ev_id.en~.~ . pf a .return 
· ~tc» · democra.tic · : pr-ocess~s · ' 111· c:;r·e-·ece ';··. 

d. Yugoslavia ·- We .cons.ider it unfortunate that 
the traditionally good relations between Greece and 
Yugoslavia have been adversely affected . by .the.change . 
of government · in Greece, due in part to the extreme sensi­
tivity on the part of the Yugoslavs to recent world 
events. It might be helpful if the Greeks might · take 
some steps· to ..reassure exaggerated .Yugoslav fears of 
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Greek intentions toward it, particulaily since such 
fears strengthen the position of thbse conservative 
Connnunis t elements opposed . to libei.~a1 trends in Yugo­
slav development. 

3. Economic 

Express our satisfaction that the Greek Govern­
ment has taken steps to encourage foreign investment 
by removing bureaucratic and other obstacles to such 
investment and our hope that Greece will move forward 
on the economic front. 

Points King Constantine May Raise 
' ' 

1. Resumption of Full United States Military 
Assistance to Greece 

a. The King will probably ask for full resump­
tion bf military assistance to Greece. 

b. You- might respond ~hat while it is our 
desire to release some of the items now under suspen­
sioni the contin~ing adverse public and Congressional 
opinion in the United States over political developments 
in Greece has made it difficult to do so. However, we 
are exploring the possibility of releasing a limited number 
of items at this time. You might add that as s66n as the 
Greek Government gives further concrete evidence that it 
is moving towards constitutionalism and the rele~~e of 
the political _prisoners, the U.S. Government would be 
disposed to consider resumption of delivery of the sus-.. 
pended items. 

2. Assistance for the King in the Event of a 
Confrontation with the Junta 

a. It is likely that the King will ask for 
assurance of United States support in any confrontation 
he might have with the coup government, including possible 
evacuation of himself and his family if their lives were 
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_endangered, · 

b. You might respond tha·t it is our profound _ 
·hope· that · a confrontation between · the Ring and the jun.ta 
be avoided, since such a confrontation might piunge the 
country into· chaos. While we firmly bel_i~_v_e~ ..t.ha..t_thg__ _~ ·--
King should continue to press the junta , towards.· a return 
of constitutionalism, he should not push matters to the 
point of a confrontation. If, despite the King's ~est 
effortsJ a · confrontation resulted over a refusal by the 
junta to move towards a restoration of democratic pro- . 
cesses on a key issue and where the King's acquiescence 
would seriously undermine his position and influence·, 
we would reflect in our public po"sture our support of .· 
a retu:rn to cons ti t _utionalism. However, there could b.e 
no United States military .int~rvention. Poss~ble move­
ments of units of· the Sixth Fleet to Greek waters,. f~r 
p_olitical purposes only, would have to be decided_ at 
th~ time in light of existing circumstances. 

Sho~ld the King's life and that of h°i~ · family b 'e c 

~ndangered in such a.confrontation, we would exert our 

influence on beha-lf of the safety of the King and his 

family. However, because of the risks involved to 


. the individuals ·concerned,_ we would not attempt to 
e~acuate the Royal family again~t the wishes of the 
Junta • 

. You might wish to reiterate the point that.we 

support the efforts of the Kirig in furtherance of the 

peaceful return of Gre~ce to democratic processes~ At 


. the_ same :time, _we are . convinced that .·achievement'. 9f . .· 
'this' -objective would -'be"\indermineci 'by·':a. c'ontr'ontatford ," . .. 

3.. Cyprus _ 

a. The King may ask for United _States parti ­
cipation in the Greek-Turkish dialogue to bring about 
a solution to the Cyprus ·question, noting .. that the 
two sides are close together and need only a push -from.- · 
outside to r~ach a final agreemen~. 

-~ ,, 
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b. You might respond that we continue to believe 
that the Cyprus problem can be solved only by agreement 
among the parties concerned. Therefore, we do not believe 
that our participation at the present time would be help­
ful. However, we do not preclude such participation at 
a future date if we ·Were convinced that we could play a 
constructive role, ·and if both parties desired it. 

4. · Request for Economic Assistance 

a. It is possible that the King may request 
you ·to support a program loan of $70 million for Greec~ 
to assist ·with the reconstruction of earthquake damaged 
areas. 

b. ~ou .might r·espond ·that while the ·Unlted 
States Government could not provide a program loan, the 
Export-Import Bank would ~~ prepared to consider applica­
tions for financing soundly conceived and economically 
desirable projects as well as to continue its supplier 
credit guarantee facility for purchases of U.S. capital 
equipment on appropriate credit terms. 
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September 7, 1967 

. VISIT OF 	 KING .CONSTANrINE .OF .GREECE 
September 11, 1967 

·scoPE 'PAPER 

I. ·The Setting 

King Constantine's visit to Washington comes at a troubled time 
for both Greece and the Greek monarchy. The military coup of 
April 21, 1967, which put an end to two years of crisis and tension 
in Greek political life, has raised serious national and inter­
national problems·for Greece. · 

II. · 'The ·King's ·Aim 

The King's role in his visit to Washington is a difficult 
one, since his aims are somewhat contradictory. While on the 
one hand he must serve as a pleader for the cause of the jtmta, 
on the other he seeks assurances of support should the jtmta move 
against him. This is due to the fact that the future relation­
ship of the King and the Greek junta remains uncertain; while for 
the moment the coup leaders need the King for the prestige and 
legitimacy he accords them, at least some of the officers support­
ing the junta consider the monarctY a needless luxury which should 

.. e·ventually be dispensed with. For his part, the King is suspicious 
of the jtmta's ultimate intentions both as regards himself and 
an eventual return to constitutionalism. This suspicion.is 
reinforced by his realization that too close an identificatiqn 
with the coup leaders might jeopardize the future of the monarchy 
in Greece when the present government leaves or falls from power. 
Thus the King must walk a na.ITOW line between Openly opposing the 
regime and ·embrac1:ng it. · · 

In his talk with the President the ·King is likely to make a 
strong case for full res1..Ullption of military assistance to Greece 
as ameans of influencing the regime favorably towards the United 
states and making it more willing to accept . suggestions aimed ' 
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at restori_ng democratic processes. However, at some point, 
probably when speaking to the President alone, he will ask for · 
assurances t-hat the United States will provide him with some 
kind of assistance--materialor psychological--in the event 
of a confrontation with the junta. · 

III. Our A:ims in Greece 

For a number of reasons we consider it advantageous to 
maintain close relations with Greece. Greece has been a valued 
meniber of NA'IO since 1951, and occupies a strategic location on 
NA'IO' s southeastern flank.. ·We have important installations 
and f~cilities in Greece which contribute to our nationa1 ·security. 
Moreover; the recent crisis in the Middle Fast, during which the 
Greek Goverrnnent extended full cooperation to us, dramatized 
once more the importance to the United states of maintaining good 
relations with the government controlling this vital land, sea 
and air space. This is particularly pertinent .in view of stepped-up
Soviet activities in this area. · 

However, to a degree the coup in Greece bas been injurious .. 
to our interests. It has marred th~ image of NA'ro as an organization . 
of democratic states and has come perilously close to provoking 
a serious crisis within NA.TO. This disruptive potential for NA'IQ 
.remains. Further; .the imposition of a dictatorship in a traditionally
dem6cratic country closely allied to the United States has deeply · 
disturbed American public opinion and has had an unfavorable :impact · 
on Congressional attitudes towards aid to Greece and, to some degree, 
to~ards fore_ign ~litary aid in general. · ·· 

In view of these considerations, our curTent aims in Greece are 
(1) to preserve our traditionally close ties with that country 

._wp:tl~... (2) ··exe~ing .our..leverage pn_·the :gqver,nment,. .t9 .move ).n .: th~...1·:; 
direction of constitutionalism and the restoration of democratic · 
processes. 

In working towards this a:im, 
. . 

we should continue to support 
the King as the most effective means of exerting leverage on the . . . 
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goverrment to' move towards constitutionalism. The King is the 
· constitutional head of state, he is pro-U.S. and anti-Corrmunist 
in philosophy, and represents the best hope of unifying the Greeks 
behind some future representative government. However, in work­
ing through the King we should avoid placing too much pressure 
on hlm, inasmuch as we consider it vitally important that a 
confrontation between the King and junta be avoided, since such a 
clash might produce a chaotic situation which would lend itself 
t~ exploitation by the extreme left. We, like the King, must 
walk a narrow line in pushing the government in the.direction 
we wish it to go, without provoking it into a strongly antagonistic
position. · 

rJ. Strategy 

The current meeting .with the King offers an opportunity to 
fttrther United States aims vis-a-vis Greece. Within the frame­
work described above, we should reiterate to the .King the import-· 
ance we· place on the maintenance of close U •. S. - Greek relations 
·and our recognition of Greece's significance to NAID. We should 
encourage hlm in his course of pref;>sing the coup leaders in the 
direct.ion of a return to constitutionalism without bringing 
natters to the point of a final confrontation. To cot.inter any 
fe.eling of insecurity he may have regarding our attitude toward 
him, we should also make clear to him our appreciation of the 
monarchy as a unifying force and stabilizing institution in Greek 
political life.. The very fact that the President is meeting the 
King will strengthen the King's prest.ige with the coup .leaders. 

At the same time, we should describe to him frankly the 
prevailing unfavorable public and Co~essional attitude towards 
:1;he .au,thor~tarian regime· .. .in .Greec.e, . ·aeriv~ b9th :from. the 
traditional American devotion to the principles of freedom as 
well as U. S. disappointment that the birthplace of democracy 
should fall under authoritarian rule. In particular, the concern 
of our government and people at the arrest and detention without 
formal charges of more than two thousand persons for political 

·reas·ons· shoilld be emphasized. · · 
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It should then be pointed out to the King that, 1n view of 
this attitude on the part of the Congress and people, it would be 
exceedingly difficult to resume full shipments of military assist-· 
ance at this time. . However, we Will explore the possibility of 
releasing a few items at this t:irne (such .. as the minesweeper, 
F-104 trainer, etc. ) • Finally, the King could be assured that at . 
·such time as the coup government takes concrete steps in the 
direction of .constitutionalism, the American Government would be 
in a position to favorably consider broad resumption or military 
aid. 

Drafted by: 
Cleared by: 

NEA/GRK - Mr. Owens 
NEA/GRK - Mr. Brewster 
NEA - Mr. Rockwell 
S - The Secretary 

S/S-S:RGHoudek, Rm. 7237, Ext. 4155 
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VISIT OF 	 KING CONSTANTINE OF GREECE 
September 11, 1967 

SCHEDULE 

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 111 

10:30 a.m. 

12:00.noon 

12:10 p.m. 

12:20 p.m. 

12:30 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. 

3:30 p.m. 

4:45 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

5:45 p.m. 

His Majesty King Constantine of the Hellenes, 
accompanied by His Excellency Leonidas 
Papagos, ·Marshal of the Court, will depart 
from Quonset Point Naval Air Station, Rhode 
Island, ·aboard a United States Air Force 
special flight. (Flying time: 1 hr. 30 min) 

Arrival at Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland. 

Departure from Andrews Air Force Base by 
helicopter. 

Arrival at President's Park (Ell_ipse), 
Washington, D.C. 

His Majesty will arrive at the White House 
where he will meet with President Johnson. 

Luncheon at the White House with President 
Johnson. 

The Senate Foreign· Relations Committee, with 
Chairman J'.W. Fulb~ight as host, will give 8: 
coffee in honor of His Majesty in Room S-116 
at . _the. Capitol. 

Departure from the Capitol. 

Arrival at Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland. 

Departure from Andrews Air. Force Bcse aboard 
a Uriited 	States Air Force special flight. 
{Flying time: 1 hour 30 minutes) 

Arrival at Quonset Point Naval Air Station, 
Rhode Island. 



1· 

I 


" ... ' 

• 



~ A 




<- ­

~ 
"KCG/13.-5 ­
Se.ptembe.r o.,.. 196,"7 

.. 
' 11ISrr ·OF KING ·eoNS'rANT!NE 'OF 'GREEcE'. 

.... .. r 

·rossmm KING-JUNTA ..CONFRONTATION 

EaeR@ound ·of 'Kitlg..:Jurrta..·RelatiortshiJ2 
,. ~' . . - - - - ' ~ ~ 

The 0coup .·ot April el, 1961 i;OQk :K'.ing Constantine:..completely by 
surprls·e ~. Although. he.. ~made an initial effort to contact bi's ke1 
military, :commanders. t'o re$1.st tile coup• ·wnen it be:came appar~nt· t~t · 
·tne coup .leaders had won over· or·effectively neutralized :all major 
military ·commands, ·Wld that resi:stane~ on h:t.6 part: mignt plunge the: 
llation into a c.irtl war,. the King. ~eluctantly accepted the: eoup as 
a 'fait ··aecompl:t.• .. .. However, .altbougb .. ne .ag;reetlto pres:tc:l~;· . 0V'e~tbe1 
first Cabinet meeting or ·"the new govemnent, he refused to sign 
the l?C>:Ya1 decree suspending ·certain art;.icles. of' 'Che :Constitution · 
wbian ·theretore. went into ef:fect. Without. bis. signature. 

'The 'King' s relattonsbip to the :e:oup, leaders :?Jema.irls 'tenuous,•. 

l\1hile constantly exerting :pref>su:re on; the .Junta ,t.a n:iove toward$ . 

eonstitutlohalimn, he has been relue.tant to push too ··hard le.st. '.he 

provoke .an actual"·confrontat'ioo.~ Coru1equentl.y'· he ha$ given 1n ·on
7 anumber ·.of d1sagreem.ertt,S•·mtn the, .junta where he 'fe,lt basic · 

pr1ncip,~~.$ were· :not at stake·, .·.·.· However•, ·he bas e1:'l'CO~aged .Ar'rfr; 

.generals not identified w:ith the coup to reasse~ thei:r··authority· 


· within the artned rorces, .and.oo has attempted t'O' gauge the. loyalty· 
·Of the key milit·a:ey c:omnandersi whose support; "Would ~t>~ eruc~l in a..qy 
eontrontat.1on with the )ooup 1eaders. · 

For their part, the :eoup. leaders :at the ~present.. ·t ime oonside~ 

tbe .King ;a necessity botb because of' the .legit.ima.cy he accords the 

rew r.egime as w:e.11 as be.cause; of his (stre~h amqng the ,s.enio~ 
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officers. In addition, the King is widely believed. to have the 
support. of the U. S. Government, ..and the coup leaders believe that. 
any move against the King would antagonize the U. S. However, there 
.a.re indications that at least some ·or the junta members consider the 
monarchy a need.less luxury which should eventually be eliminated. 

:Possible causes ·or ·a·KJ.ng;..;.Junta ·cohfrOntation 
. . . 

Alth~ugh there are several possible deve~opments 'Which could 
provoke a. King-Junta confrontation,, the most likely would ensue 
following ·some action by the coup leaders making clear .that they 
do not :intend to return to democratic pr()cesses.. Examples of such 
a.ctiort would be their rejection or·the revised constitution ·now being 
prepared by a comntttee ·Of jurists, or by their taking steps to ous't 
the c.ivilian Prime Minister ahd establishing a true military dictator.... 
ship under Colonel Papadopoulos or another junta figure . In either 
case the King would probably challenge the coup leaders, either by 
demanding their resignations -or .even arresting them. In such an event· 
the coup leaders would. probably attempt to depose the King. 

Requests ·.for ·tJ; -s : ·Assistance 

Imnecliate1y after "the April 21 coup, the, King raised tbrough 
Ambassador Talbot the question of u. S.• assistance, to evacuate him "' 
and h~s .family in the event his positton became untenable .. After . 
consideration at. a high level in the State Department, it was decided 
that if :it became :inipossible for the King 'to :remain in Greece, the 
n. s. Government would assist irt evacuating the Royal Family; ·:although 
not secretly (as requested by the King) but. following notification ~· 

"'to the··areek authorities·.··,•, Ab" the sarne"t:Une, we 'reit·eratecf ·our con- · . ~·:: 
viction :to the King that if at all possible he should endeavor to 
remain ·in Greece where he could continue to exert leverage ·for' an 

..'-~v~ntU?-1 :~-~~turn .. to ..C9r:l?3tit4~iPnali.sm· ..,·.··:·· · 

Within a few days., the danger passed, and the King did not . 

formally ·:request evacuation assistance.. However, in the months 

since the coup the King has ona. number of occasions raised with 

Ambassador Talbot the question of possible U. ·s. assistance in the 


. : . . . ·.- ~ . .. .,.. ·. ·. · .. ·. 
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event a King-Junta confrontation took place.. Among the suggestions 
made by the King have been the following: (1) a. '.landing hy U, S •• 
marines near Athens, not for comtiat reasons but as a tt·show or ·t;orce0 

along the lines of .the Lebanon landing 1n·1958; (2) the positioriing 
of Units of the Sixth Fleet in Greek waters prior to or during a · 
.confrontation, as a gesture of support for the King; (3) a s·ympathetic 
U. .s. public posture towards the King in the .event of a confrontation> 
including a U. S. statement reaffirming U. S. support for the King's · 
efforts to return. the country ta . constitutiqnalism, and ( 4) evacuation. 
of the King .and hi.s family in the event their lives .were in danger,, 

In his conversations With the King, Ambassador Talbot has 

consistently discouraged His.Majesty ·rrom counting ori active u. S. 

intervention in the. ·event of a confrontation with the junta, particu­

larly in the form of troop landings, although t...11e Ambassador bas not 

precluded the possibility of sonie kind of U. S •.. psychological support 

far the King. However., Ambassador· TaJ.bot .has repeatedly expressed 

to the Kii1g the U. S. view that while he should continue'· to encourage 

the, government to .move towards constitutionalism, he should not pro­

voke the coup leadership into a confrontation which could possibly 

lead to armed conflict anO. chaos. · 


Drafted by: NEA/GRK .. Mr•. OWens 

Cleared by .: NEA/GRK """ Mr. Dunn 


NEA ... Mr. Rockwell 
 . . .....:..-~---~----.----......_-;............._,;._-----.a 
 ..S/S-S:RGHoudek~. .. Rm. ' 7237 ~··:Ext. 4155 .:··· 
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Septembe·r 6, 1967 

·vrsIT OF .KING OONSTANTINE 'OF 'GREECE 
·september ·11; ·1967 · 

BACKGROUND ;.PAPER 

POSSIBLE REQUEST .FOR A PROORAMLOAN :r.[t) ,GREECE 

· :King Coqstantine,. during his meeting with President Johnson. on 
Sept·emtier 11, may ask tbe President· to ·arrange a $70· million program 
'loan to: Greece to assist, with· the reconstruction of earthquake · · 
damaged areas. · ·· · · · 

The past aeveral Gr~ek governments have suggested to United 
State$. .officials that :Greece should, he given a long-t.erm program 
loan ·of $70 million to finance the 1rop:ortation o.f U" S ; eon1nod1t1es , 
wbicb. would be sold in Greec.e for drachma to finance the local 
currency cost of Greek development projects, 

.. ·The Greek Minister o:r Coardinatipn on August 24 again raised 
with .Ambassador "Talbot the, ·need for a $70 Jrrillion prpgrani loan to be · 
related to earthquake reconstruction., He stated that King Constantine 
Will make' -a personal. appeal to President ,Johnson .fort eucn,.a loan. , 

Our Embassy in .Athene, in all its ~sci:lssions wlth the Greek 
authorities has explatned that the U. S ., Government) which 'terminated 
its ·grant economic a.id program to Greece in 1962, would have difficulty 
both in providing and in ,j·ustifying a program ;Loan. At: the same time>' 
the Einbassy has: emphasized that the Export-Import Bank is prepared to 
consider loans for worthwhi,1e p:roj ect.s., but. the Greek Government has 
peen slow in submltti_ng such applications.. oi 

Our 'Enbassy bas concluded that ' there· is a real need for ·earth­
quake relief ir1 the! stricken areas· and that, reconstruction could be . 
met basically from.Greek resource.a. The En15assy be11eves that :s;om.e 
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tangible offer of assistance would strengthen the King's position 
considerably in Greece. . 

Congressman Roman Pucinski, in a meeting in Athens with 
Minister of Interior Patakos on August 26 and following visits to the 
damaged areas, said he would lead a Congressional effort to provide 
$15 million in earthquake ·relief for Greece. 

D£afted by: NEA/GRK - Mr. Dunn 
Cleared by: NEA - Mr. Rockwell 

AID/NE.SA/NE - Mrs. Fitzmaurice 
AID/NESA/DP - Mr. Ward , 
EX-IM Bank - Mr. Balderston 

S/S-S:RGHoudek~ Rm. 7237, Ext. 4155 

· ·co~
• 



c 

-




/"'"CKE! lo~ 
-..~G/a-4 ·. /.'
September 6,,· 1967 

. 'VISrr ·oF KING ·coNSI'ANTINE 'OF GREECE 
· septem~er 11, ·1967 · · 

BACKGROUND 'PAPER 

U. S ~ MILTrARY ·ASSISI'ANCE 'ID GREECE 

'Objectives 
.. . 

United :States grant military assistance has been provided to 

Greece since the Truman Doctrine of' 1947 to enhance U, S~ security 

by maintaining Greece's corrmi.trnent to the Free World; to- a$sist 

Greece in developing and maintaining military forces. capable of 

resisting aggraession and adequately supporting NATO and free world 

corrmitrrient·s·; and to assure continued availability to the United 

States and its. allies of overflight, et.agi:ng,, and base priviJ-.eges. 

as well as corrmunication facilities , 


·Authority 
. . 

Military assistance is provided .under t .he Foreign Assistance 

Act of 1961, as amended., and. the required enabling ·agreements. A 


.Presidential Aide Memoire exchanged with Greece in ·1963 proposed 

the continuation of military as.sistance subject. to the availability 

of funds. 


· ·eurrent Milit¥7 Threat 

Greece faces a threat of limited war and the cornnon threat of 
a: general war f:rom the Soviet Union and the .Warsaw Pact nations. 

Greece blocks direct Comnunist access ·to the Aegean Sea through 

Hellenic Thrace•: · Bulgaria, whose army· and air force are: well equipped 

and effective, is the primary military threat to Greece ., while 

Albania and Yugoslavia are considered t o be only ririnor threats. 


"Bf<J8RM 
··· ..Group 3 

Downgraded at 12-:>1 ear intervals ; 
not· automatically declassified 



KCG/B ... 4 


'.itiGBWJJ 2 

Greek Capabilities ·a.nd ·contributions 

Greek forces are essential to NATO's ··deterrent eapab111ty.. The 

Greek Army is less mobile and has fewer medium tanks and artillery 


. than the Bulgarian Army.. Naval .effectiveness is · limited by some 
obsolescence,. but the Greek Navy can provide limited anti-submarine, · 
mine warfare, and arrphibious support.. The Greek Air Force is reason­
ably effective but .has the disadvantage of having 50 per q.ent less. 
jet combat aircraft. than Bulgaria, Greece• s .capability ta rneet the 
military threat depends alrIDst entirely on U. s, assistance which 
provides alrrost· all the capital type military equipment. Gree.ce · 
ba.s made a concerteq effort to procure or· to produce ·locally some 
items previously provided by MAP. ·The major Greek contribution has . 
been in conmercial consumable support (MAP supply terminated 1n 1966), 
:in-country ammunition production, rehabilitation of vehicles, increased. 
industrial capability) chemicals; electronics, construction materials, 
and ship construction and ove:rhaUl. · 

MAP .Accomplishments 

The program, by providing modern aircraft,, weapons ,, ships, and 
training, has been responsible for the effective and reasonably 
modern Greek forces that new exist .,· The reconstitution of an effective 
Greek armed force has deterred further Conmunist expansion toward . 
the Mediterranean and bas permitted Greece to rrake a major contribution 

· .in proviffi:ng forces in support of NATO's southern flank. ·· 
... 

l '···MAP Levels · · --· ' · 

. . · During Assistant Secretary of Defense McNaughton• S: visit to 
·"·Greece ·iri .1966,-· the United·States suggested a MA1? grant:planning. i_~ ·-~ .: · -~..­

figure of $325 million at the rate of $65 million annually for the · -- . 
five-year planning period .from July 1966 t~ughJ"une 197L While 
this was not a c·omnitment, the Greek authorit:;tes have indicated 

. .. that they regard it as a minimum U. S. figure that does not .fully 
meet their ·needs. The grant MAP level for FY 1968 was $65. million in ­
the budget submission ·to Congress. · · ., · 

=::. 'aMMJf · 
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.Developments ·since ·the ·Coup 

Shortly after the April 21 coup, we suspended the delivery of 
such major MAP items as aircraft, tanks, and missiles. The suspension 
was intended to demonstrate our general concern and to exert pressure 
for a return to constitutionalism and the release of the political 
prisoners • -· 

At the recent IRG/NEA and SIG meetings it was agreed that our 
policy of pressure on the Greek Govern11ent had paid some dividends_, 
including the formation of the constitutional comnittee and the 
release bf rrore than half the political prisoners as well as the 
relaxation of some of the harsher aspects of the . coup. Therefore, 
in order to retain our flexibility, it was agreed that as soon ·as it 
appeared appropriate to advise Congressional leaders we would release 
the .following items under suspension: 

(a) a coastal minesweeper ($2. 9 million), 
(b) one F-104G trainer ($1.5 million), · 
(c) 	sidewinder missiles and related equipment which 

are excess to the needs of the Netherlands (no charge), 
(d) 175 mm cannons (8 - $1. 05 million) . 	 · · 

Mo.st of the major i terns, such as tanks and aircraft, would continue in 
suspension until such time as we could see additional evidence that 
the coup government is movi.ng toward constitutionalism. 

· ,_. ._. .,Following his: retu:rn...to ·Greece, ·· Ambassador Talbot has·.recently 
reported th.at we have only limited leverage to· pro"d the coup leaders 
toward a return to constitutionalism. However, Ambassador.Talbot 

·:;..b;elieves .~:mr .qhances for .success ~ould be markediy improved by .a . 
' ·return ·to ·riexibility in handling deliveries ·o:f" rest:t1icted ·MAP ·· items · 
as the coup leaders have been increasingly frustrated and irritated 
over our continui.ng policy of suspension. 

pra~t~d .by: OASD/ISA/NESA .. ~ Mr .. ~o11yfield 
NEA/G~ - Mr. Dunn 

Cleared by: NEA ·- Nr. Rockwell 
· NEA/RA - Col. Fredericks 

· · · ·.G/PM.·- :·.Mr·{ J.untot:· 
DOD/ISA - Mr. Schwartz 
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September 6, 1967 

·vrsIT OF .KING 'CONSTANTINE .OF .GREECE 
· ·September l ·l, 1967 

BACKGROUND PAPER 

'EVALUATION OF LIKELY u~s~ OOMESTIC AND CONGRESSIONAL 
'REACTION TO 'KING-JUN:rA CONFRONTATION 

B:lckground 

• .Althqugh the American pre.ss artd public_ generally deplpred . the 
overthrow of representative government in·Greece by the April 21 
·coup, there was :some initial ·hesitation to -condemn. the new Greek 
:regime before ,all the facts were available.. Some bf the early, 
i;)ositive moves ·Of the government such as the fonnation or a. conmittee . ' 
to :reVi-sethe constitution, the reform of the eo~pt Greek Orthodox 
Church leadership, and the business...,.like attitude towards foreign 
·investment., served to neutra.liz·e to some: degree the naturally Unravor­
ab~e imp:ression caused bY _ihe basically _ authorit~ian chax>acter of 
·the new regime. Co~essional opihiQn generally coincided with 
public sent1m.ent during this initial period; While dismayed, Congres.s " 

_·too tended to wait to let the government. "prove" ·itself ~ · ·. ·.. 

Present Attitudes ·towards Government 

In recent weeks, however, the :image of the Greek.junta in the 

United States has worsened. The continued imprisonment of large 

numbers of persons without trials (including Andreas Papandre.ou), 

the delay in reestablishing the promised degree of press freedom, and 

the additional arrests for political reasons, have all combined to 

impress on public opinion the dictatorial nature of the current 

Greek government. In particular, certain inept moves by the junta, 

such as divesting· the popular Greek actress Melina Mercouri of her 

citizenship and the arrest and harsh sentence of a d;istinguished 

former Greek Foreign Minister, have held the government up to general 

public ridicule and scorn. As a result, public sentiment _against the 
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.~unta has .intensified. Members .,of the aeadenti..a, corrmurU.ty, whose, personal 
sympathie·s and ideol,ogical. convictions eo,tneide in the eas·e ·.of .Andreas 
Papandreou,,. .have ·been .Part:i .cu.lar.ly outspokert. :'flley .are .followed py 
a- 1arge body of public $entirnent,.ine1uding a se@nent; or ·the Greek­
American com:nunitYJ although the bulk of· the Greek....Am~1cans seem still. 
to be a.pathetia or maintaining ·a .t .ent.ative: ·attitude· towards the present 
political ~ituat1on in Greec'e.. Finally,,.. some :of the most: vociferous 
a.nti-e.oup apitrfonint})e Unite(i States . res . ernanatec1 . from ,eo~essiona1 
repre·sentatives·, espec.ially ·senators Clark and Pell and Rep.• 
Donald .Fra.ser. ·· , 
Att'itude.Towa.rds .King 

Attitudes toward the lG.lJg do ·not appear to: follow along tne s~· 

lines as thos·e toward tne Greek. Government... Even. among; the -harshest 

crit:ics .o.f the. .government there is: a. tendency to regard. t hEe· .King: as a 

eonstruetfve fo;rce' .and as· one,-or the best hope$ for steering the · 

regime into a. more constitutional course. It follows that public· and.' 

Congres§.tonal attitudes towards the King Will depend in large ;part . 

ori how the Ki:ng conduets blmselt towards the r~g:ilne '3 , · · 


Opinion in Event ·or Confrontation 

It further follows that .a; ·controntation between .Kirlg and ·.:regtrne 
would ·in all probability elicit. sympathy for the King. · That woU;ld · 
c.lea:r>ly be the caise· j,,f the King .and cou.p 1eade:rs: sboUld el.ash overt 
the. 'intranstgeance· of the.:couP leaders on .an issue .in which the· 

·~sto:ration of..clemocra('.!y were involved.. .. ~~ .sent~ent W()~d probably 
.. still .. favor t .he King· :even. :on a ·questioii. .of l ess elea:r1· p~:tnciple .~: ·-ais·· 
for example,, ,control ,of the .fttrrey·., 

..: ·,:<· :·.Assuming that.. ·. the., .l<ing · ,~hoµld break witl)..,the junta on.,an issue . 
which cast him in the role of-the defender of' democracy, there would ' 
undoubtedly. be considerable popular and Congressional acquiescence ·and 
even demand for providing him with psychological and political support, 
such as an official U. S. Government pronolincemerit in his favor. There 
would probably also be general approval, again public and Congressional, 
of a humanitarian effort to evacuate him and his family 'irt 'extrenlis. 
On the other hand, there would ..be little support from thepublic and 
probably none from the Congress for any U. S.. military intervention 
·in a Greek crisis. · 

http:corrmurU.ty
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.Reacti~n to Ouster 'of ·King 

Should the junta :make a successful move against the King, there 
would undoubtedly be irresistible pressure--notably from Congress--.. 
to cut off all aid, military and btherwise; to Greece. There probably 
would be strong pressure frcm Congress and the public for an Official 
publi.c condemnation of the junta.. But even though the ouster of the 
King would confront the U. S. with the question of recognition of 
the ~eg:i.rne, it is doubtful whether Congressional leaders would 
demand a break in relations With Greece,. It is likely that some 
NAID countries would try to have Greece read out of their organization 
and· that some Congressional leaders would view such an effort witp 
equanimity~ But. it is unlikely that Congress would go beyond the 
demand for a cut-off of all aid to Greece. · '· 

Drafted by: NEA/GRK - Mr. Owens 
NEA/GRK .. Mr •. Mitchell 

Cleared by: NEA/GRK - Mr. Brewster 
NEA .. Mr. Rockwell 
H - Mr. Kis.elyak 
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"VISIT 'OF "KING ·coNsrANrINE OF "GREECE 
·· · ·september_11; ·1967 

.BACKGROUND 'PAPER 

POLITICAL .PRISONERS 

Of the original 6>100 persons arrest·ed ·at the time: of the 
coup, about 4,000 have been. released, leaving slightly more than 

~ 	 2,ooo persons . still. under detention, 1nany of them on the island 
of Y?.aros. All but approx:iina.tely 30 of those under arrest ·are · 
known Comnunists or members of the e:Xtreme le:rt EDA party.· As of . 
the· present, no fonnal charges rave been placea _against the detainees , 
Who a.re being held in accordance with the special decrees imple.... 
mented by the government immediately after the coup, 

Through our Embassy in Athens we have made repeated :repre­
sentations to the Greek authorities concerning the fate and 
treatment of the political detainees, and !lave been assured that 

· they will not be mistreated. FrOm information available to us~ .· 
it would appear that the living conditions. of the prisoners are:· 
reasonably good... We have also expressed our hope· that all. or rrost 

"of the political detainees will be ·released as early as possible. 
However, while the Greek Government may mB.ke additional releases,,· 
it is probable that a substantial number··of ·persons Will remain 
under detention for pol;ltical xeasons. · 

· ·Andreas Papandreou 

" Andreas Papandreou, a ~ne•time u. s. citizen ancl son of 
former Prime Minister George Papandreou, is .in prison a.waiting 
trial on charges of conspiracy ·to comnit treason for his member- . 

, . 	ship 1n the illegal military ·organization Aspida .. ·The· irrlictment, 
against Andreas Papandreou was· prepared by the non-political govetn-­
inent Of. John Paraskevopoulos, which fell frorripow~ several w~eks 
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before the coup. If convicted, the younger Papandreou faces a 

maximum. penalty of twenty years impriso~ent. However, there have 

been sorne- indications that the regime might deport him to the United 

States after the trial, which is· expected to take place this fall,. 


There has been considerable public interest. in the United States 
in the welfare of the Greek political prisoners andpq.rticularly 
of Andreas Papandreou, who· as an economics professor at the University 
of California (Berkeley) and at the University of Mlnnesota (Minneapolis} 
was well lmown in U. S•. academic circles. Several prominent .American 
universities have made job offers to .Papandreou, including one from 
the University of Minnesota delivered to Papandreou by former.Chainnan 
of the President's·Council.of ·Econor¢.c Advisers, Walter Heller, who 
recently visited Athens to discuss the Papandreou case.. The intense 
U. S. and other foreign interest in the fate of Andreas Papandreou 
appears to have irritated ·the ·Greek Government leaders,..who consider the 
younger Papandreou the person primarily responsible for the pqiarization 
in ·areek p~litical life which bro.ught about the .coup. · ~ · · 

In the light of the Supreme Court decision ln the Afroyim case, 

there is a possibility that Andreas Papandreou may still retain his 

American citizenship. Previously, .Papandreou was held to have Iost 


: his citizenship in 1964 for .accepting an"office, post, or employment 
, under a foreign government," L e. ·Minister to the Pr:ime ·Minister in. 

his father's government. However, should it be determined that this ' 
e:xpatriative provision of the law is no .longer· valid in view of the 
Af'royim decision, he .would probably retain ''his .U. S. . ·Citizenship... We 
are p.waiting an opi¢on 'of th~ Attomey..General on the effect of the 
,Afroyim decision bl}. this and other expatriative provisions of' the law; 

Drafted by:, 	 NEA/GRK - Mr ,,, OWens 
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VISIT ·OF .KING .CONSTANI'INE OF GREECE 
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,, ·BACKGROUND PAPER 


GREECE'S FOREIGN POLICY POSI'URE 

... ... 
The result of the April 21 coup has· been to weaken Gree.ea "s 

traditionally .friendly t.1es With the countries :of 'Western Europe
and to create friction m .re.lattons With the Conmuhist rations..of' 
Eastern Europe which had been·steadily ·improV:tng in recent years. 
The overthrow of constitutional government :tn Greece and its 
replacement by an authoritariatj government has ·also placed a strain 
on the keystone of Greek foreign policy, close relations with the 
United States. Only With ·rrurkey ·and the Arab countries have .relatipns 
been ~intained -or· improved. over: their pre-coup level., 

Greek~U. ·.s•. 'Relations 

Irrmediately after the April :21 coup, the· new: gove.rnment _·leader,s 
declared their intention. of preserving Greece*':$ close ties with the 
United States. Even after the U* s.· adoption of a ''cool but eorrectn 
policy towards the Greek Government _, including the auspension of 
delivery to Greece of major mi.iitary items, the Government ,reaffirmed 
its intention of tnainta:iriing Greece's: traditionally .close relations 
With. 'the United States~ In conversations with U.., S. diplomats, 
Greek ·officials .emphasized that agreement$ with.previous Greek 
government.s prov:i.ding the n. s., With various fac.ilities in- the 

, country would be strictly honored,. 

Du:rting the -lune m:td-East ,crisis, the Greek Government demon- ·· 
strated adesire to cooperate constructively With the United States 
and, among other things, it granted the U. S:., ·unrestricted overflight 
privileges,. permitte.d the staging of evacuation aircraft at Greek 

· airfields, ·provided blanket perfili.ssion fer Smh Fleet. visit'S to 
Crete,. and offered safehaven ta the, thousands of Americans who 
.were· evacuated tram other Middle Fast· countries. The cooperation 
of the Gre~k Government .dUI2ing this crucial.. pe!liod. .clram:l.tized the 
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strategic 1mportance of Greek land end sea. space' in the lY!eU.iterranean", 
and the need .for cooperation With the government contrcll~ing that .·. · 
space... This is particularly pertinent in view iQf :stepped up Sov:Let 
penetration in the Eastern Mediterr,anean.. · 

ill :r?ecent weeks, the Greek Government leaders have evinced 
some: impatience and .irritation: a.~ wha.t ·they regard as tr. s. inability 
to .comprehend the purpose and goals of ·their ·nrevalution''• For ol..lr , 
part, ..we have eonsidered tha:t£ ·continued ;pressure. on ·toe Greek G.overn~ 
men~ to nove..towards the rest.oration of democratic pmoesse.s, while 
at the ·sam.e time avoid.log pushing 1t .into. m1 operu1 .antagonistlo 
po:siti,on' best. ~erve.s tJ•. s. .aJ..m.s mClree.ce.it;. • 

· .oreek~NA.'ro Relations 

Since Greece•~ entey int·o NA'IO in l.951, tcvery Greek Gove:rrl111ent 
has ..supported membership m .NATO as .an important element of Greek · 
foreign policy. The Greeks. are· d.e.eply aware ot ·th.err ··exposer$. position 
on the .frontl.ers or the Balkan Cbm:nunist nat.ions. Therefore,. u~on 
coming to power, ,the new Qreek. Government promptly declared its 
intent.ion or 

. 
hono:I?:i.ng

. . 
·ar.eece 's commitment t ·o the 

. 

..NATO Alliance. 
~ 

The Greek ~oup came as. a sho.ck to NATO :member states, and the 
goverpmen:t·s and public opinion in several NAID eountries were highly 
critical o:e the :overthrow of t .he constitutional. government.. This was· 
particularly t .rue :tn the Scandinavian. .eountries and :in Italy, and 
the Da.nisb government· wen1; .so rar as. to propose placing discussion of 
the Greek coup 9n. tl?e. NA'IO Council. agenda. · 

In the months since ·the ·eoupj .erit.ia:lsnt of measures adopted 
.bY.~he._ neyt, Gree~ _ . goverrimynt ,has .. ip.t~n~ifi~ . t;tro~~~ut . ~ch qf .. ID.lrqpe~ · 
and those countries With significant Sooiall.st ·parties. have often_ · 
deemed it neeessanr to .critlcize Greeee, publicly before various· 
European rorunw. FoIJ some weeks the projected NA'IQ military exercise 
"Sunshine .liJcpress" was aeqpardized by the ,reluctEl.!J{}e at' tbe Italians., 

http:Sooiall.st
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.joined by .the Belgians an.cl British, ·to permit; w'1Jtta:ry unt:ts from 
their countcy to: parttcipate in military exerei.ses. ·with tb~ G!'eek$; 
it took:..considerable: 'behind the :~canes effort by ,our NA'IQ DeJ..~gatipn 
~o resolve the crisis and enable the exeF9is:e. to pro~eed., 

lJtiLess the: Greek Goven111ent takes definite steps· towa.rds a 
·return to co~t·:ttut:i.:onal1sm, 1n the:near rut~e, 1t may be expelcted 
that criticism of the Greek regime 'by variou~ NA~ eoilntr1es ·· Will 
intensify,, an.d tne Greek quest.ion Will remain. a pot:entiallST disrupt:t~ 
issue Within. the MAID Alliance,. 

.~:tJ~e~ ·Be*at~e!1s ·~th ·;th~ ·· ooltJrnlll'tlst ~Courttrl~~o_! ~~~tem . ·Eu:rope 

'In re·cent year$.,··Greek :velat1orxs with the Gon:mttni,st countr1e:s, 

or lfastern FA.trope had improved appreciably ~ ... ·ni~. govetTlfi1ent of 

former Prime M:inist~ Geqre;e Papandre,ou., as w~ll. as thotse oi...his 

successors,, had sought to unonnalizeu the J?elat.ions With Eastern, 

EU:rop$, inelucting ..the Soviet. union, whicn. had been. 0001 since toe 

Greek guerrilla: w~ ·of 1947,...J.tg. Prog;r"ess was partlau!artl.y ~ked 

hi.. the ..c·ase ot Bulgaria, 'with which an agreement en :a paaee treaty· 


:e~ World War ·tr was ·t:tmll,y reaehed in 19.64, 


Since th~ 'Cir.eek coup, X1e"lat:t~ns with ·the Soviet ·union ,~ 
other1 Fast-em Conmunist ·counta?ies 'have worsened.. The SoViets. eanc.elled 
their· partieipation .tn the ·'Athens ·Cultural .Festival es an. 1ndicatlon 
t;>f their dislike of the new Greek regime,: ,~d. also decided :not to. 
take ·part in the ann1ial :Thessaloniki F-atr. In Buda:Pe·st.,, the· Hu:ngar1:an 

··· Government eook th$: imusnal etep of ·re.fusing to· :re,eogn:tze the Greek 
,Amt>~~o!!_ a.s de(Ul. of. tne. d1plomat:tQ./corpa..~ . :cle$P1te·bis .seniot'it.N~~ 
because of tpe. c-:e of· goveron.ent .in (~J:1eece,.· - However·~ ·desp.it:e 

their pUblie posture or disapproval of· 'the· new :Gre,ek :reg;:tme,. 

neitbe;r; tbe .S<lv:tet 'tJnion '?101' ...thfl .9ther •.• comnunist European.nat1.ons 

·'	bava: taken ·a.ny.steps to ·.disavow their··corrtnerc.:Lal\' am .ecoriorhirl· 
~ement,s with Qree,ce. :'lllese trade :agreements ·~e :of great :bnpo:rtance
·to Greece, m disposi,ng, of B'urplus t.obae~o :ancl citru~l rru±:ts ...., 

~e. dete~iora.tion .fu. relat:ions wfth·the.Fastem EUropean 

Comnunist. countriet;;l ''WaS in.oat;marked, ;in the, case or Yugoslavia. 

Du.ripg the 50' s ., tbe 13e~ade Government \Va$ the ()l111 one of the 
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Eastern lThJropean Comnu.trist, ~oun.tries ·w:tth ·whichAthens '.bad amicable 
relations• however, ·short,ly a.f.te:rt the· .eoup the new Greek Government 
abrogated the 1959 Gre.ek.....Yugosla.v· border agreement.. and. took othe~ 
steps reflecting a less tri1end1y ·attitude· ·towards 'the Tito1 reg,me. 
rebese steps,, plus public a.nti.....Corrmun;ist promuric·ements 'by the ··new· 
Gre'ek leaders,. strengthened Yugoslav fears of the· ·existence of" a 

.U• .S. ·:- led 1~reaetionar1 . affen~~ve" . :direct.eel ;gafnst:.YugoslaVia,.. . . . 
and Other p~og;ressiveU . Qount:rieS, and !;ugoslav Officials.• have open:ty· 
expressed concern about the chang~ ·or goverunent :in Greec·e ancl the 
µlt:im.ate 1ntent1ons of the junta .. towards 'Yugosla\tia. Yugo~lav 
officials .have also voiced fe.ar~ of a Gr.eek .move aga1ns·t, Albania 
~ o:t:' :a Greek-Tt.lrki.sh sponsored plot against E.re'sident. M9.kar::los. ~ 

Greek~TUrkish Re1a.tio.n~ 

G!leek-TUrkish relat~iooo, wh:1:ch,had been under c;ons:ta.erable 
atralll s~noe J.ate, 1963 aa a .result of the Cyprus question (see 
Cyprus paper) have not been adversely affected by the Greek eoup • .· · 
Prior t ·o April 21, TU.rkieh leaders had been. apprehenS'ive' over a 
possible· victory· for the .torces. of George Papanclreou 'in the e1eet1oM 
scheduled for May· 28,,, 1967,, ·recall~·ng . that m .19614 .Papandreou. had 
attempt~ to consolidate his popularit1 With the Greek publio by 
adopti~ ar1 uneonpromisi_ng stand on th~ Cyprus. issue ~ 'Wbe ~ki.sh 
lea~e??s welcomed (albeit With some .,skept.icism) .the :private dec·lCf.rations. 
of "the· new Qreek Government, that it w.tshe~ to ;reach a ~olu.t1on ·to the 
:Cypru,s quef:ltion ll$) a. w03 of restoring·Greek-TUrldsh .cooperation., The . 
'Turks were aware that since the: :new Greek Govemnent does not have 
-to.~e responsive to publie ·op1¢.on., it might be ·m a hett:r ,position · 
.to..rl~got~at~ ~he 9oncess1ons to:."l1urkey wbicb would .p~ an.essential 
part'· or ·any,solution"to '_thef cypr'Lti3° pr.oblein.•· The Ki.rig:' s association 
with a proposed settlement would enhance 11\Irkey'' fl ia~ceptanoa Of· thei 
tutu:i:e J:egi.;timacy of such ..a settl~ent. · 

-The .Ttl!1ldsh .Govemr;nent ·na.a ag;reed. to .Gr-eek propos~s for meeting$ 

at th~ Prime Ministerial :;t.evel on. September 9 and. lOs to 'be held ¢>n • 


.	the Greek;...TUrkieh fr<:mtier:.. Al~hough the am .remains skept.iaal 
that tbe Greeks er~ really prepared ta ·o!'f:ett t ;he meaningful concessions 
whicp ·woUld ·male~ a_.solution to the· :Cyprus: problem .possible, .it .is . 
hopeful that King Cons,tant1ne' nla3 play :constructive role and in genera.i 
Turke~· is pleased ah evid.enee -ot:. so,oct-will ,, displayed by .tfue·.new GOO jft .. 

...· 
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Greek~Arab Relations 

Traditionally Greece has sought good relations with the Arab 

world, considering itself a kind of "bridge" between .the Arab 

nations and the ~Test ·. Furtherrrore, because of the existence of 

Greek minorities in some Arab countries and :important shipping and 

trade relations in the area, successive Greek Goverrrnents have 


. given emphasis to good relations-with the Arab countries in 
foreign policy planning. Therefore, despite considerable sympathy 
in Greece for the Israeli cause, the Greeks were careful during 
the Mid-East crisis to avoid offending the Arab govern~ents in 
their public pronouncements and in U. N. debates and voting~ And 
while offering full cooperation to the u-. s. during the crisis, 
the Greek Goverrrnent assured the Arab countries that Greece would 
not be used as a base for st_agi_ng operations against those countries. 
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VIS!T·'OF' 'JONG 'CONSTANTINE ·oF ·GREECE' 
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aACKGOOUNn·:eAPER 

CYPRUS: .CURRENT STATUS AND PROSPECI'S . 

BaC1$!:0U11d 

. The _. e·oIIDlUflal .~ighting in "Cyp:r-us·which broke .attt 'betvieen Gree.~ 
and '1;\J.rldsh Cypriots in ·necember' 1963 ·not oruy· poisonedrelat;t9ns 
·'.between .NAW allies Gree:ce ancl Tt.lrkey, but in l96Lt brought the two 
-nations to the verge ·of ·war~ ·While the ·entry of U. bf; ~forces. -on the 
island in March 1964 tnhtbttea. the two eonmunitie·s ..from .fu!l....s!Cale 
con!llct.., over the past three yea.rs v:fa::>lenoe has frequently ·erupted" 
and.Cyprus remains di:rlded fnt.o: two armed rtamPS, .deeply- ·distrustful 
of :~ch other,. ,At the present time., the· s-ituat1on on the island i s 
·relatively calm... ·Foliowing a r>eeent rash of .1ncidetl.t5$ between . 
Greek and· Turkish Cypriot·~ which :resulted in .a numbet> or.deaths~ · · 
a partial pacifl.eat.ion p~gram ·was .announ1ced Beptembe~ 2 .~ 

"•i'. 

'.i'he ·key ·to a s~ttlement of. the Cyprus (,luest-:ton rema1l"l$: agree-, 
ment: between Athe.ns and ,Ankara.. U., ·EL, $frorts 'in the sumne!1· of 
·1964 t .o pera11ade G.reeo1e and. 'l.'ur'key to .accept a oonpro!nl:$.e solution 
b:> ~"he Cyprus question. failed ..wheti then. Greek Prime Minister" Papaneireoa 
refused to ao.eept the so-called. "'.Acheson. P:t.a..n''' (which would have 
provided tmion-nenos.isn.....,,.;of ·Greecle ,and Cyprus. in. return foJ? a 
long~te:rm Turkish lease on t.ne Karpas _peninsula on the island) 
beeause it was vigorously, opposed by Cypriot President Archots.hop 
Makarios. Hopes. for a · settlement ·of the, Cyprus ,problem trow center 
.on the, G:reek·Turki$h ''dialogue11 » wb:i..ch after ,runet1Qning ' _1nter..., 
mittently duri,ng the last, two year·s., appear.s to. be on 'the point of·. 
serious resumption;! . · 
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Athens-Nicosia Relations 

The Greek coup of April 21, 1967, dramatically changed the 
relationship between Athens and. Nicosia. .Prior, to the ·coup, 
.Archbishop Makarios had the potential for blocking any Greek-
Turkish settlement considered inimical to his interests by appeal­
ing over the heads of the Athens Government to the Greek public, 
utilizing the sensationalist Greek press. Now Makarios nru.st deal with 
a Greek government largely impervious to public opinion and With a 
governnient-controlled press ~ The Archbishop is aware that · if he 
openly oppos~s the Greek Government, he risks provoking the Greek 
junta into action against him, using the 8,,000-odd Greek mainland 
troops on the island under the comnand of long-time Makarios .foe 
General George Grivas; · · 

A bitter exchange _betwe.en the Greek and Cypriot press during 

the early sunmer of 1967 prompted charges from Moscow and other 

Conmunist capitals that the Athens government was contemplating .a 

coup d'etat against the Nicosia government. However, foiloWing a 

surprise vis'it to Nicosia by the ustrorlg111al1'' of the Greek junta, 

Colonel Papadopoulos, in mid-August, relations between the two 

governments improved appreciably , Therefore, while it is possible 


· that under certain circumstances (including prior agreement with 
Turkey) the Athens government might conceivably consider a coup 
_against Makarios, ·such action does not now appear likely.. It seems 
clear that if at all .possible, the junta would prefer to work towards 
a _solution which has the endorsement of Makarios .. 

The Greek-Tur~sh dialogue over Cyprus, which began under the 
gqyerr;unent. of .,Prime ,Minister.. Stephanopou~os .in 19$5,,·.. wal? ~terrupteq.

'.:'by ·the fall of stephanopotilos · m -December 1966; ·at the '. point·· when:· · 
Greek Foreign Minister Toumbas had presented a Greek .proposal to 
Turkish_Foreign Minister Caglayangil for settlement of the Cyprus 
issue. Under pressure f.:rom King Constantine· the Greek gove:rnnient 
ot Prime Minister Para.skevopoulos attempted to revive the dial.ogue 
in early 1967, but the Turkish government was reluctant to continue 
the talks with a. service government.. and preferred to await the out.-· 
come of the elections scheduled for May 1967• 

. ~ ·. ·. •·. 
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Following the April 21 coup, the new Greek govermient again 
proposed resumption of the dialogue ·and, in June Of this ye:ar, 
Greek Foreign Minister Economou-Gouras explored the possibility 
\tlth Caglayangil of a settlement along ·the following .lines t' (1) 
union (eriosis) .of Cyprus with Greece, (2) a 1ong-t.erm. Turkish lease on 
the British base at Dhekelia, and (3) strong minority guarantees for 
the Turkish Cypriots. The Turks were cool to the prorosals, particularly 
the offer of a lease, since they have in the past insisted on llill 
sover~.ignty over any territory on Cyprus accorded to them ., 

·rrospects ·for ·a ·settlemertt 

.Some.weeks ago, the Greek Government proposed a meeting of 

Prime Ministers of the two countries, and on August 30 the .Turkish 

Government informed our Ankara Embassy that it had agr>eed .to a 

meeting September 9-10 on the Greek-Turkish border. Althoug.h the 

Turks are inclined to be skeptiQal about the Greek willin_gness to 

offer the kind of concessions ·that Ankara considers necessary in 

return for enosis, the Turkish Government was apparently impressed 

by the arguments that (1) since the new Greek Government does not 

have to pay significant attention to Greek public opinion, it might 

be in a better position than a representative government to ma~e 


concessions to Turkey, and that (2) King Constantine is deeply 

determined to settle the Cyprus issue and remove this disruptive 

element from Greek-Turkish relations. Thus, the Turkish agreement 


· to hold a . Prime Ministerial meeting may be viewed as a victory for 
King Constantine in his efforts to get serious . discussions of the 
Cyprus problem under way between the two· goyernments. 

While we are not optimistic that the Prime Ministerial meeting 

will lead to a settlement of the Cyprus problem, the mere fact that 

the leaders of the two countries are meeting is a distin~t sign of 


.. forward pr.ogress .and. may . well lend impetus . to subse'querit . ~egotiations ~ .. 

United States Position 

United States policy towards the Cyprus. question rern.ains one 
of favoring apy solution which is acceptable·t.o the parties concerned. 
We view the, current Greek effort to reach a settlement as constructive. 
Meanwhile, we support ·continuation, of UNFICYP on the island as long. 
as necessary. 

·~· . 
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VISIT .OF .KING CONSTANTINE .OF GREECE. 
·september 11, 1967 

.BACKGROUND.PAPER 

GREECE'S lX)f/IESTIC.POLITICAL/ECONOi1YIIC SITUATION 

Political 

The Greek Government which came to power through a military 

coup April 21, 1967, appeqrs to be .firmly in control and to date 

there has been no overt resistance by the Greek public .. Although 

it has modified or relaxed some of the more obnoxious restrict.ions 

imposed at the outset of the coup, the new regime is definitely of 

an authoritarian character. Key articles of the constitution 

remain suspended, political activity is prohibited, censorship 

of dorrestic publications continues · (despite a recent Government 

pledge to abolish censorship), and meetings of more than five persons 

are banned. Violators of government laws and .regulations are 

tried by military courts established throughout the country and 

punishment is swift and severe. Purges of officers considered 

unreliable were carried out in the Navy and Air Forces and there 

has been'a wide-scale removal of heads of various governmental and 

semi_-governmental agencies. · · 


I.ate in May, under· pres5ure from the United States as well as 

King Constantine~ .the government appointed a 20-member comn:i.ttee 

composed of eminent jurists and professors to -revise the Con- · 


'..stitution and submit -it ..to ;the gov~rnment ..within six.·~ontQ.s for 
approval prior to the holding of a plebiscite. The coup leaders 
have avoided publicly announcing a timetable stating precisely 
when the country would return to parliamentary democracy, although 
King Constantine has informed us privately that the Cabinet had promised 
him to restore democratic processes within two years at the most. 

~ 
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It is probable that the coup leaders themselves are µncertain 
as to when they intend to return the country to constitutionalism. 
They probably also have not agreed rurong themselves on precisely 
what form that constitutionalism would take. The King, supported 
by Prime Minister Kollias, has taken the lead in urging the govern­
ment to bring· about a return as promptly as possible. The three 
coup leaders--G~neral Pattakos, Colonel Papadopoulos, and Colonel 
Makarezos-· have, in varying degrees, opposed an early return to 
democracy lest the goals :of their "revolution" be undermined by a 
premature return to normal political lif~. · 

In .their public statements, the coup leaders have repeatedly. 
called for.a "purification" of Greek society, but have been vague 
in defining precisely what this purification entails. What does 
seem clear is that the coup leaders lack political sophistication, as 
demonstrated by their ineptness in stripping a prominent Greek 
actress of her citizenship artd sentencing a highly distinguished ·former 
Foreign Minister to five years in prison for holding a social gather..:. 
ing ·or nore than five persons. In recent weeks Colonel Papadopoulos 
has been emerging as the "strong man" of the junta, although even he 
appears to be subject to presstire·rrom certain extremist junior 
officers strongly opposed to a return to constitutionalism. The 
coup leaders ·share a deep disdain for almost all Greek politicians, 
whom they consider venal and corrupt. 

As the time approaches for a completion of the constitutional 
revision, the .true intentions of the government· with regard to the 
restoration of democracy should become clearer. Should the coup 
leaders repudiate their promise to hold a plebiscite or.refuse to 
take other steps in the direction of constitutionalism, a conf'rontation 
with the King would be likely, perhaps as early as this autumn. Also 

-·£.:··possible ·j,.s a split. within the coup group itself over· this ··key .. /··:-: ·:., ,,,.... ,. 
question. · · · 

. 
Although to date there has been no organized opposition to the 

coup government, with the passage of time such resistance must be 
anticipated. There is evidence that the initial acceptance of the 
coup by a ~reek citizenry exhausted by years of political d~geguery 
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and irresponsibility has begun to-wane as the government has failed 
to meet the expectations-..:Orten unrealistic-Or various .se@llents of 
the population. Dissatisfaction with the government will. undoubtedly 
increase if, as expected,, there is a wors.ening of the economic. 
situation.. One danger in such a development is the possibility that 
the leadership ·of "any resistance movement might fall into tne hands or 
the Comm.mists, who are better organized than .any other group to wage · 

impressive ·aper cent annually and per capita. GNP now exceeds $700• . 

underground resistance.. . :! · · · ., 

Economic 

The.:Greek economy has been growing in recent years by an .. 
·

This growth reflects both Greece's .own efforts and $1.9 billion in ­
U. s. economic assistance since 1946 .. It should be noted to Greece's 
credit that the U. S. grant economic ·aid program to Greece officially
terminated in l962 ., ·· · · 

While 'there are now signs that the rate or economic groWth has 
begun to slow down, the ~owth rate nevertheless is expected to amount 
to between 5 and 6 per cent duri!lg 1967,.. The slow-down in growth 
reflects an anticipated readjustment to the serious structural . 
problems resulting from the rapid but \ll1even expansion of the past • 
several years. In addition, the uncertainties arising from the coup . 
and the Middle East crisis have contributed to a worsening balance 
of payments situation as indicated by a decline during 1967 of 
$43,8 million in Greece's official gold and hard currency holdings 
to a total of $258.9 million on July 31,, 1967•. However, the d~cline 
in official assets has been partially offset by transferring 
$30 .1 million f'rom the special fund of gold sovereigns .; The pressure 
on foreign exchange reserves has come from a growing trade 'deficit that 

·'.ms··been ·only· partially ".offset·..by inVisible ··ea.mirigs which have been 
less than anticipated during 1967 as the .result"of a decline in ' 
.receipts .from tourism and workers remittances. 

In view of the political and economic uncertainty prevailing 
before and inmediately following the coup, the ·present government 
initially followed stabilizing policies designed to reduce prices and 
encourage savings. Expansionary steps are now being taken to 
liberalize reserve requirements and the disc"ount rate and to encour.age 
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certain types of ~onstruction. 

The government believes it can both stimulate the private 

sector to be the driving force behind Greek economic development 

and eliminate the glarihg inequalities .between classes. While the 

government has yet . to iinplement these policies,·it has begun to 


· eliminate bureaucratic red tape and to speed up arrangements for 
foreign investment. It ha~ approved and encouraged several invest­
ments by American firms, including an $825 million capital investment 
prograrri over 12 years with Litton Industries to develop Crete and 
the Western Peloponnesus, as well as manufacturing· proposals by Union 
Carbide and: Goodyear Rubber. 

. While it is believed that the negative factors affecting the 
Greek economy may be of short duration, the present government has yet 
to prove its ability to carry' out it.s stated economic policies and to 
create the necessary climate of stability and confidence ·to attract 
both domestic and foreign investment. , 
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UNC'-·- ~3SIFIED 
KCG/P-2 
September 8, 1967 

VISIT OF KING CONSTANTINE OF GREECE 


September 11, 1967 


SUGGESTED PRESIDENTIAL TOAST -- WHITE HOUSE LUNCHEON 

Your Majesty, Gentlemen: 

It is indeed a pleasure to receive among us the 

leader of a people with whom we have had a long history 

of close friendship and alliance. 

Greece holds a special place in the hearts of all 

Americans. As the birthplace of democracy, ancient 

Greece fostered the concept of political liberty which 

has provided an example to free peoples down through the 

ages. Our own forefathers were steeped in the history 

and philosophy of ancient Greece, and it was upon th.is 

unequalled richness of thought that they drew in creating 

the historic documents which form the foundation of our 

political system today. 

In .more recent years, Greece and the United States 

have joined together in a .partnership for freedom. It 

is ~itting, I think, that Your Majesty is visiting us 
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just one _generation since that historic day in 1947 when 

President Harry Truman appeared before the American Congress 

to set forth the historic doctrine which bears his name. 

It is because of these ties and connections that the 

American pe·ople are so interested in what goes on in Greece. 

Thej wish fervently for the w~ll-being of the Greek people, 

in the full enjoyment · of ·the benefits of the democratic 

system which since his school-days every American associates 

with the name of Greece. 

Your Majesty, I had the great pleasure of visiting 

your country in 1962. I met many of your people. I was 

deeply impressed by their· tremendous spirit, by their 

vitality, and by their industriousness. · We are pro~d to 

have such people as our allies, and I salute you as their . . ' 

representative and leader. 

Your devotion· to the cause ·of liberty serves as a 

symbol to your-people. We in . the United States are 

confident that you will continue to lead your people in the 

great tradition of Gre~ce. 
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Ladies- and gen.tlemen, I ask you to join me in a 

toast to the distinguished leader of a great people, His 

Majesty King Constantine of Greece. 
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··vrsrn .OF .KtNG CONSTJ\Nl'INE .OF GREECE 
- - · ·· se£tember lli ·1~61 . 
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The PJ:les.ident was happy to meet with King Constantine at the 
White House..~ The two lead~rs had a use:ful discussion on a wide: 
r:apge of to:pic:s of mutual · interest·. · 

President Johnson. emphasized the .imporlanae.·.ror· the United 
States of its t.ies. to :Greece. H.e -rete:rxed to the. long tra:ditlon 
'Of .. friendly relations bet:ween. our two pe()ples and e~res.s.~d con­
fidence ·that these close t'ies would."continue unimpaired :in the 
·future.. · 

The two leade1?a rea.rrmne.d the importance or the NA'ID illliance 
as a key element in the maint·~mance o.f peace. '!'hey: st~essea. the 
a.µpport Of their two..~overnm.ent,s for the goals. Of' the alliance·.. , 

~- ·. Constantine des.cribed the ·Current polit:Lcal :situation 
:in Greece,, with particular :reference to the program for' a return 
to demo.era.tie proces.sea. He discus.sed the prowess or the comrnittee of . 
eminent jurists whi:ch was appointed to revise the const.:ttutlon for 
submission to the Gr~ek public .fn·a plebiscite .. 

The Pre,aident .stressed the keen intere:st of tbe American people 
and govemnent in an ea;rly return to. clemoeratie p~ooess~s 1n Greec.e 
.and .e~rer;?sed ID:.s hope· for the v·igo:rous implementation of the 
pro~am to achieve this goal which he had been pleased t~o hear 
Hls ·Majesty discuss. 

'Ibe two leaders agre.ed on the i.mpo:rtance o·r the Free \~or1d 
effort in Vietnam :and :on tbe .need to achi.eve a. just and lasting. 
peace in that war.,..torn couotey •. ·- ·· · · 

Oh d~parting .,, King Constantine thanked. :President Johns·cm .for 
the friendly re,<tept1on he had received at ·the Whibe House,, ·which 
he ,noted was ir1 the tradit.1on or the. ·spirit; of coope:t?ation and 
frien.dsh:tp wh:Leh have always eharaeter:tzed the relations between 
the two cotm.tri.e.s • 
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VISIT OF 	 KING CONSTANTINE OF GREECE 
_September 11, 1967 

Suggested.Farewell Telegram 

Your Majesty: 

It has been an honor and privilege to know you.. Our 

meeting reaffirmed the existing close relations between 

our two peoples. l know that, ·whatever difficulties may 

temporarily intervene, these histdrie ties of frie~dship 

will remain solid to sus~_ain us • 
.• 

I believe that our conversation,, al though brief, was 

very valuable. It has made clearer to · us the problems 

f~cing Greece. It has also been extremely reassuring to ~: .: 

have heard you express the wish and intention ·that Greece 

re.turn as quickly ·as possible to the path of democracy, a 

path that our two peoples have historically traveled. You 

may be sure that the people and government of the' United 

States fully support this objective of a return to con­

stitutionalism and representative government, which are , 

the mainstays of democratic so.ciety. 

It was a great pleasure to know you personally. It 

is reassuring to know that the leadership of the great 

Hellenic , people is in such dedicated hands . 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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The best wishes of Mrs. Johnson and myself go out 

to you and to Queen _Anne-Marie on your journey home. 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 
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GREECE KING CONSTANTINE 

Twenty-seven year old King Constantine, who has occupied 
his throne a scant three and a half years, is a young 
man of c~nsiderable intelligence, deeply devoted to the 
cause of Greece and the Monarchy. He sees the two as 
intertwined, and even allowing for self-interest, he is 
sincere in his view of the Monarchy as necessary to the 
well-being and stability of the country. This convic­
tion accounts in large part for the King's "activist" 
philosophy 

How many of the King's subjects today approve his con­
cept of the Monarchy and his way of fulfilling it, i~ 

difficult to say. The ouster in 1965 of Prime Minister 
Papandreou cost the young King some of his tremendous 
initial prestige and popularity which followed upon his 
acc.ession in 1964 and his marriage the same year to the 
·young daughter of the· democratically-minded Danish 
royal .family. Also there are those who maintain that 
the King could have established himself irrevocably as 
personality and Monarch (albeit at some considerable 
personal risk)" if he had unequivocally opposed the junta 
and its coup of April 21. As it is, he is reluctant to 
put his seal on the coup government (he did not sign .the · 
coup decree suspending certain key articles of the · 
Constitution) and unwilling to risk the chaos which an 
open oreak oetween him and t:he junta might well entail. 
The King carries with him the hopes ot those lioerals, 
on the one_hand, who see nim as the oest hope of 
moderating the course of the coup leaders, and of those 
conse.rvativ~s, on , the . ·other, -~ho ..see .hi~ as -one . 9f ~he 
most effective checks against , the . left an·d . anar.chy · ~ . 
Whatever the ultimate future of the Monarchy, Constantine 
is today the balance wheel of Greek political life, and 
one of the chief guarantees on the domestic scene tor a 
gradual return to constitutional government, to which 
he has . committed himself. 

How Constantine carries out his commitment is another 
matte·r. Although Drought up trom -childhood to occupy ·the.. 
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throne, he seemed as a young man to lack serious purpose. 
He leaned to athletics, fast cars and an. easygoing 
innocuous social life. He was catapulted onto the throne 
at the age of 24 before he had a chance to find himself 
and a firm footing in Greek political · life. 

The tough problems the King has wrestled with almost 
from the beginning of his reign, and his marriage and the 
birth of two children have changed his image, -hardened 
his purpose and brought into better focus his strong will. 
He no longer lacks application even though he· suffers 
from that perennial deficiency of the Greek monarchy, a 
lack of good advisors. 

Politically, .Constantine is attuned to the United States. 
He is staunchly pro-West and firmly anti-Connnunis·t. But 
above all, he is convinced . that the future of ·Greece 
lies with the Free World under U.S. leadership. He looks 
to the U.S. for support and guidance in Greece's dealings 
with the outside world, and no less in times of domestic 
crisis. The U.S. is his spiritual uncie. 

In external affairs, the King takes a pragmatic, construc­
tive approach. He. views Turkey, for example, as a 
natural ally of Greece and has encouraged Greek politi­
cians to take meaningful steps to eli~inate the Cyprus 
problem as a cause of serious conflict between Greece and 
Turkey. 

Vital Statistics 

Constantine was born in Athens on .June 2, 1940. A year 
later his parents and his uncle (King George II) were 
forced to flee Greece, under attack by the Germans. He 
was taken by his parents to Crete, then to Egypt and 
finally to South Africa. Following a plebiscite, the 
royal family returned to Athens in September 1946 and .. 
Constantine's father, Paul, ascended. the throne upon the 
death of hi_s brother,,. Geor~e. As a child Constantine 
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attended a small private school near Athens to which a 
ntunber of boys from all walks of life were admitted. 
Later Constantine was given military training at the 
Cadet Officers' school. In 1956 he began a special 
military course 'to prepare him for the commissions which 
he holds in the three branches of the Greek armed forces. 
In January 1963 Constantine was engaged to the pretty, 
16 year old daughter of King Frederik and Queen Ingrid 
of Denmark. The couple was married in September 1964. 
They have two children, a daughter, Alexia, born on 
July ~O, 1965 and a son, Crown Prince Paul, born on 
May 20, 1967. Like his wife, Queen Anne-Marie, 
Constantine is a descendant of the Danish royal house 
of Glucksbm;g. _ The royal family of Greece has never 
been of Greek ethnic origin. 

Hobbies 

The King has always enjoyed sports. He likes swimming 
and tennis and has received some instruction in judo. 
But his favorite sport is sailing. In 1960 as Crown 
Prince, Constantine endeared himself to the Greek 
people by winning the Dragon class yachting event at 
the 17th Olympiad in Rome. With that victory the Prince 
brought home to Greece its first Gold Medal in 50 years. 
Sailing has also been a feature of Constantine's current 
trip to the United States and Canada. This _past week 
he participated in the sailing races held in Toronto a~ 
part of EXPO celebrations. In Newport he will watch the 
first America ·Cup race on September 12 as the guest o.£:. 

·Wiley Buchanan, former State Departmen't Chief 'of · · 
Protocol. 

Visits to the United States 

From January to March 1959 Constantine visited the U.S. 
as a guest of the Secretary ·of Defense. He visited 
several_military installations, and apparently surprised 
.officials .with his :knowledge of .aerodynamics .and aero~ . . 

nautical engineering; He took a brief course in para~ 
military training and guerrilla warfare at the time. 
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Marshal of the Court, Papagos (Pronounced Papagos) GREECE 

I.eonidas Papagos was appointed Marshal of the Court in May
1967. A career foreign service officer, who rose to the rank .of 
Ambassador, Papagos is probably best lmown as the son of the 
late General (Field Marshal) Alexandros Papagos, who in addition ·. 
to his military achievements, served as Prime Minister of Greece 
fran 1952 to 1955. Undoubtedly one of Ambassador Papagos' chief 
qualifications for his present job grew out of his heritage, 
which encompasses not only his father's charisma but also his farnily 1 s 
loyalty to the Establishment and particularly to the Crown. Although 
Papagos' app9intment as Court Marshal was effected just after the 
coup, it had been a.rTanged some time before. AJmost certainly it had 
no direct connection w:t.th the junta or the- events of .the coup, but 
was an instance of the King's effort to sUITound himself·with those 
loyal to him. · Ambassador Papagos is pleasant, agreeable and 
civilized. He is not noted for drive or perspicacity.. . 

Papagos' career in the Foreign Ministry has covered a wide 

range of duties and geographical areas. He has served a.. number of 

tours at home base in Athens, as head of the European Union Section 

(1952), as head of the North Atlantic Pact Section (1955) and as 

director of the U. &. and UN Division (1960-65) . He has been 

posted to London, Paris and most recently as Ambassador to Cairo 

(1966-67). He has led several Greek delegations to the UN General 

Assembly. In 1960 he was·ci member of the party accompanying Prime 

Minister Karamanlis on his state visit to wash:ipgton. 


Papagos was born in 1912 in Athens. .. He received a law degree 
fran the University of Athens. Iri 1953 he marTied the former 
Anna Goulandris, daughter of one of.the Greek shipping magnates. 
She brought a good deal of wealth to the ma.rTiage. The ·Papagos' have 
two children. · · · 

President Johnson met Papagos in Greece in 1962. Papagos was the 
official Greek escort for President Johnson when he (then Vice President) 
visited Greece on his way back from the Far East. 

Papagos speaks fluent French and English in addition to Greek. 
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ALCIBIADES PAPADJPOUI.OS (Pronounced Papadopoulos) GREECE 

Until Ambassador-designate Christos Xanthopoulos-Palamas 
presents his credentials in mid-September, Papadopoulos is serving 
as Charg~ d'Affaires of the Greek Embassy. He was assigned to 
Washington on April 13; 1967 just prior to the military coup in 
Greece. He has already received news of his new assignment to the 
Greek NATO Delegation in Brussels and will leave shortly to take up 
his new duties. The shortness of his Washington assignment is 
not from all accounts due to any difficulty with the present junta 
in Greece but rather to the effort of .Ambassador-designate Palarras 
to surround himself with a high-powered team of his own choice. 
Papadopoulos has been correct but not particularly enlightening 
reg~ing his.attitude towards the present Greek regime. 

·A member of the Foreign Office.~ince 1949, Mr. Papadopoulos 
has had assignments ranging from Ethiopia (1952-54), Lebanon 
(1955-57), to Moscow (1964-67). He has served several times in 
the United States--in the ·Greek .Consulate General in Chicago from 
1957-59, in Boston from 1959 to 1961, and most recently jn Washington. 

Mr. Papadopoulos is married with two children, a son, Constantine, 
aged 12, and a daugh~er, Alexandra, aged 8. 
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