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The_Kurdish‘QuSsbion:invIraq

The Kurdish movement began at first asg a small resistance
group fighting the goverrment of Abdul Karim Kassim in September
1961. The govermment fought the Kurds unsuccessfully until it
was -overthrown in February 1963 and replaced by a new.regime under
Abdul’ Salam Arif, It was at the same time that a cease-fire
egreement was concluded with the Kurds as a step towards nego-
diations to grant the ¥Kurds their rights within the framework of
"autcnomy within Iraq."™ These negotiations did not fare well and
the war was resumed by the governmment in June of the same year.
The fightirg this time was characterized by an unusual degree of
brutality by which the Bazthist governmant hoped to ecrush the
Kurdish revolt completely {some Western newsmen even described it
as a var of exterminaticn). The Baathist regime came to an end in
November 1963 when Abdul Salam Arif Yook complete control of the
Iraqi goverrment and a military-dominated cabinet was formed under
the premiership of General Tzhir Yahya, who is also serving as
premier in the present Iraql Government., It was not until February
19€l, that a cease-fire agreement was reached and talks began to
- settle the problem. Chances for a settlement looked dim especially
after the governmend had issued the new May L Constitution,which
did not include the granting of national rights of the Kurds
as it had been previously prcmised, .

It was also ab this time that signs of a split ameng the
leadership of the Kurdish Democratic Party becams evident, This
finally led to a complete split between a group led by Ibrahim
Ahmed (then Generzl Secretary of the KDP) and Jalal Talabani and
the rest of the Kurdish movement led by General Mustafa Barzzni.

Having reached no agreement with the Iragi Government, the
Kurds set up a de facto autcnomy in November 19€h,which consisted
of a Comrarnd Council and an Executive Bureau under the leadership
of Mustafza Barzani himself, On April 19, 1965 Abdul Salam Arif's
government attacked the Kurds once agzain, 1In September an attempled
coup by the then Premier Aref Abdul Razzak was put down and for
the first time since 1958 a civilian, Dr. Abdul Rahman al-Bzzzaz
becarme the new premier., Bazzaz's efferts to solve the Kurdish
problen through wazing 2 diplematic offensive against the Kurdish
moverent rather than negotiating with them direcily, did not
succead and the Iragi army began 2 winter offernsive in December,
On April 15 Abdul Salam Arif died in a plane crash and Razzaz
agsuned presidential powers and abt the same time became one of
the prospects to succeed Arif; but the Council of Ministers-and
the Defense Council electsd General Abdul Rahman Arif (Abdul Szlam
Arifts brother) to the presidency, and Bazzaz remained as premier,
The new president premised auvtoncry to the Kurds, but later Iragi
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"of Barzani is as much. due tc the miscaleculations of the Talabani
group as it is a result of Barzani's effective leadership and the
work of the men azround him, 4&s far as the Kurdish camunity is
concerned, the Talabani group could not have committed a worse
political mistake than cooperating with the Iraqi Gavernment,

#The Kurdish army (Peshmerge) seems to have been little
affected by the split; its organization, training and equipment
remain very much the same as before; and the rank and file of the
army seems confident and capable of continuing the armed struggle
if the fighting resumed once again,

#hile the Kurds are disappointed in the United States!
attitude towards their questicn, they feel certain that once the
U.S. realizes their potentials and intentions, it will be more
willing to cooperate not only to extend help te them but also
to pursue the kind of relationship which will serve her own interestis,

#The Kurds' attitude tewerds Communism stems from a basic
distrust of the Communist bloc countries and misgivings about the
activities and intenticns of ths Iraqi Comrunist Party. The danger
of possible Ccmmunist influence upon the Kurdish movement and
upon Iraq as a whole comes from the fact thal the present unstable
atmosphere in Irag is most conducive %o the increase of Communisi
activities, The Kurdish movement seems determined to check
Communist activities provided that it is helpasd and strengthened
in the face of the growing activities of the Iragi Communist. Party.

*The Kurdish movement, by having under its cormand a sub-
stantial number of armed men, ccnstitutes the only organized
political force in Irzg which has the means to bring aboubt effective
change in the country as a whole, The sense of responsibility

" and moderation which characterizes the leadership of the Kurdish
movement. causes cne Lo believe that this movement should be aided
not only to solve Irag's most urgent problem, but that it could
serve effectiively as a means towards establishing 2 better and
more stable Iraq.

Shafiq Qazzaz .
February 1948

Shafic Qarrnz
20 Lr. shiza To-
. 1420 Hampshics vest Court
Apartment 10
Silver §p ing, Ld. 20303
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1. SOMETIME IN MID TO LATE JULY 1967, THE SOVIET UNION INFORMED
IRAQ THAT IT WOULD UNDERWRITE IRAQ'S FINANCIAL LOSSES IF IT WOULD CUT
OFF ALL OIL SHIPMENTS TO THE WEST FOR A PERIOD OF THREE MONTHS.25X1X

zg-commm: I o7 #5.: TO DETERMINE HOW THIS

MESSAGE WAS PASSED TO THE IRAQL GOVERNMENT OR ANY OTHER DETAILS ABOUT

VIRTUALLY THE SAME THING, AS ABOVE.) 25X1X

s. IEMo1ssen:  state caso sent: | 251
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REPORT CLASS im0 FOREIGN DISSENM

25X1A

Approved For Release 1999/10/19 : NLJ-001-138-3-2-6

kN





































































2.3(b)(3)

DTG: 081206Z JAN 68

XEZROX FROM QUICK COPY











https://GOHRDilfil.wL




—GONPIDENTIAL-

-2 - BAGHDAD 1262 JANUARY 16, 1967

4. SUGGEST ANY PUBLICITY BE LOW KEY, BRIEF AND .FACTUAL .

5. REQUEST I BE GIVEN TELEGRAPHIC ACCOUNT OF WHITE HOUSE
MEET ING, DESCR IPT ION OF GIFTS EXCHANGED , SUBSTANCE OF CONVERSATION

PAGE 3 RUQTBG 1262 £-O-—N-—F-] D& N T I AL
AND INDICAT ION OF PRESS TREATMENT.

S, IF PRESIDENT UNABLE RECE IVE DELEGATION, PLEASE GIVE ME AN
EXPLANAT ION FOR DELIVERY TO AREF. ALONG WITH ANY ORAL MESSAGE
IN RESPONSE TO HIS.

7. ADDENDUM: YASUS RAFIQ, MASTER OF CEREMONIES AT PRESI-
DENCY, TOLD EMBOFF JANUARY 14 THAT AREF IS GOING TO ANKARA
FROBABLY IN FEBRUARY, TO TEHRAN IN MARCH AND IS NOT RFI NOT
GOING CAIRO.

GP-3. STRONG
BT

NOTE: PASSED S/S-0, WHITE HOUSE 1/16/67 8 41 PM.,
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XSA _IMITED OFFICIAL USE MAY 23RD
: ﬁéD SUBJECT: IRAQI MILITARY PROCUREMENT

: 1. FONMIN PACHACHI TELLS ME THAT SOME MONTHS AGO PENTAGON ISSUED

RSR LETTER OF OFFER TO IRAQI MILITARY ATTACHE FOR CERTAIN ITEMS

MILITARY EQUIPMENT s 'LETTER EXPIRED MARCH 7. ATTACHE REQUESTED
PENTAGON EXTEND vALIDITY OF LETTER FOR SEVERAL MONTHS BECAUSE
HE UNABLE OBTAIN INSTRUCIIONS FROM BAGHDAD BEFORE DEADLINE.
PENTAGON REFUSED EXTENSION, IRAQI MINISTRY OF DEFENSE NOW

CONSIDERS PROCUREMENT URGENTLY NECESSARY.

2. PACHACHI STRESSED POLITICAL IMPORTANCE OF FACILITATING ‘
IRAQI EFFORTS DIVERSITY SOURCES OF ARMS AND ALSO OF SUPPORTING
MODERATE IRAQI REGIME. HE WAS VAGUE .ABOUT ITEMS INCLUDED IN

‘LETTER OF OFFER SAYING HE THOUGH MINE DETECTORS, MORTAR AMMUNI"
‘TION AND 75 MM AMMUNIT ION INVOLVED.:

'3. I POINTED OUT THAT GOI HAD HAD SEVERAL MONTHS TO MAKE A
 DECISION AND THAT PENTAGON COULD HARDLY TURN SUCH THINGS ON

AND OFF LIKE WATER FAUCET. HOWEVER, I SAID I WOULD REPORT
HIS REQUEST. o : ;

4, COMMENT: ARMA SEEKING CLARIFICATION FROM IRAQI ARMY. HIS
RECORDS SHOW THAT COLONEL OLIVER OF MILITARY SALES DIVISION WROTE;
IRAQI MILATT APRIL 18 (FILE REF AMC MU-S/3) THAT ENGINEERING ~ ~ °
CHANGES BEING MADE ON TRUCK-MOUNTED MINE-DETECTOR PRECLUDED
EXTENSION OF LETTER OF OFFER WHICH EXPIRED MARCH 7. ARMA
RAb NO RECORD OF ANY. OTHER SIMILAR PROBLEMS.
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LONEIDENELALS
-2- 49 July 15, 3 p.m. from Baghdad (SECTION ONE OF TWO)

economy must be placed on same basis as Egypt's before
unity could be considered and that forces in GOI, wanting
union; complied. May be some basis this story but there
are other explanations for move -- all of whichmyst have
been considered before decree issued. GOI's earlier
assurances to business community (which may have been made
in good faith at time) had resulted in little increase in
business activity and private investment. GOI may have
concluded there no point in propitiating capitalists and
nationalization only way get business moving. Substantial
portion of private business and finance in Iraq controlled
by Shia; nationalization their assets deprives wealthy Shia
of their potential for stirring up the Shia southerners
through contribution to Shia religious leaders and other
troublemakers. Sunni businessmen have also been affected
but they too have not been outstanding supporters of the
government. (Corollary, which government may not have
considered, is that the Shia religious leaders will now be
more dependenc on contributions from Iran and therefore more
susceptible to rressures from Shah.) Nationalization also
opens up new prospects for placement of military officers in
executive positions in nationalized firms, thereby tieing
them to regime and reducing chance of officer-lead revolt.

Shia have not been well organized and their opposition to

the government has heretofore been limited to speeches and
poems, But new measures could be exploited by Shia leaders
and there will undoubtedly be strong pressures on Shia Imams
from Shia business community to issue fatwa against socialism,
Koran says '"Decorations of life are sons and property' and
local proverb says of Shia '"You can take his life but not

his purse'". If present action does not arouse Shia to action,
their leaders, both religious and civilian, along with land-
lords and tribal leaders, can be written off as political
force in Iraq. GOI no doubt counting on this as gesirable by-
product of nationalization.

GP-3. STRONG
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_L_ 897, MAY L, NOON, FROM BAGHDAD

OBLIGATED CONSTANTLY TAKE INITIATIVE TO OBTAIN INFORMATION,
IMMATER | AL HOW OR WHERE BRIEFINGS ARRANGED,

GP-} L)
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