ARCHIVES PROCESSING NOTE

You will find two versions of the document withdrawal sheets in this file. The original
document withdrawal sheets were completed in the 1970s and early 1980s. Since that time,
many of the documents have been declassified. In an effort to make the withdrawal sheets
easier to use, we have updated the withdrawal sheets, listing only the documents that are
still closed. Use these updated withdrawal sheets to request Mandatory Declassification
Review of closed security classified documents.

The original withdrawal sheets are in a mylar sleeve in the front of the folder. We have
retained them in the file so that you can see the status of the documents when the folder
was opened and the history of their declassification. Please replace the sheets in the mylar
sleeve when you have fi__hed examining them.
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September 23, 1964

T OSSN SITIVE

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT
SUTTECT: Wheeler's and Goodpaster's Trip

l. Bob McNamara says that we cannot possibly ask Wheeler
¢ 1 Goodpaster to go to Gettysburg on their own initiative. They
have to go at your command, but we can drawc:distinction between
the things they say on your behalf, and the things they say on their
own.

2. Bob and I think they should tell Eisenhower that they are
both very strongly opposed to any public disclosure of the special
procedures which he instituted and which you have continued. Their
opposition is based on the need to hold the Alliance together and the
need to respect public statements previously made by Eisenhower
himself and by a number of military commanders, all of whom acted
in accordance with their understanding of the high classification of
these instructions. Wheeler and Goodpaster would go on to say that
their recommendation has been put to you very strongly. You have
indicated your sympathy with it, but it has been pointed out to you
that this position can only be held as long as it is respected by those
who know the real situation, chief of whom is General Eisenhower
himself. Thus you have asked them to raise the matter with the
General and to get his opinion. If General Eisenhower shares the
judgment of General Wheeler and General Goodpaster, then you as
President will do your best to make sure that no one within your
authority violates the security of the existing instructions. Obviously
if Tke takes this position with Wheeler and Goodpaster, he himself
will be bound.

3. This far, Wheeler and Goodpaster would be acting on your
instructions. On their own they could add that political gossip in
Washington says that General Eisenhower himself is going to reveal
the nature of the contingency instructions, that one Republican has
predicted such revelations in the Congressional Record, that you as
President are obviously receiving advice from the political sector that
you should pre-empt, and that in their judgment the only way to damp
this thing down °~ for the two most important men involved to agree not
to discuss it.
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4. My impression is that Wheeler and Goodpaster are
optimistic as to the results of such a mission. Bob and I are
non-committal but do not see what harm it can do.

5. If you approve this pattern, they can be on their way
early in the morning.

McG. B.
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September 18, 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

While we were in the Northwest, you called my attention to Victor

R .sel's statement that we had made a boner in not putting George
Meany on our panel of consultants on international problems. This
morning I talked with Ralph Dungan, who in turn talked with George
Meany. Meany said in the most forceful terms that he was not the
least bit bothered that he was not on the panel, and that Reisel was talk-
ing nonsense. (Meany dislikes Reisel.)

In these circumstances, my own hunchis that we ought not now to add
names to this group. If we put George Meany and Mary Lord and some
leading Negro on the panel now, it will look like an afterthought for
special groups. The panel as it stands makes good sense on the big

. issues. If we later set up special task forces for particular problems,
« we will certainly need many additional representatives. Bwut Both Ralph
.and I think it is best to leave it as it stands for now,

But if you still want additions, we should propose a list immediately,
because you meet this group next Wednesday. In that case, I would
think we might make as many as ten or twelve additions so as not 1

have a woman and a Negro and a labor leader stick out like sore thumbs.
But this in turn runs the risk of annoying those who have been chosen,
and all of them naturally tend to prefer a smaller group.

Enlarge the list substaptially

Leave it alone

hoy %

McG. B.
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September 15, 1964
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MFEMNAR ANTIT™M TOR THE Pnr‘npD

We discussed the question of Chinese nuclear weapons today,

first in a lunch at the State Department given by Secretary Rusk
for McNamara, McCone, and myself, and later at a meeting with
the President in which Rusk, McNamara and I were with him in the
Cabinet Room (McCone having left at a ime when we thought the
President would not be able to join us).

At the luncheon we developed the following position:

(1) We are not in favor of unprovoked unilateral U, S. military
action against Chinese nuclear installations at this time. We would
prefer to have a Chinese test take place than to initiate such action now.
If for other reasons we should find ourselves in military hostilities at
any level with the Chinese Communists, we would expect to give very
close attention to the possibility of an appropriate military action
against Chinese nuclear facilities.

(2) We believe that there are many possibilities for joint action
with the Soviet Government if that Government is intsrested. Such
possibilities include a warning to the Chinese against tests, a possible
undertaking to give up underground testing and to hold the Chinese
-accountable if they test in any way, and even a possible agreement to
coopetate in preventve military acHon. We therefore agreed that it
would be most desirable for the Secretary of State to explore this matter
very privately with Ambassador Dobrynin.as soon.as possible.

(3) We zgreed that it would be much preferable to.conduct any
overflight of Chinese nuclear test facilities in a plane with Chinat
markings and a.Chinat pilot. In the course of the afternoon, Director

McCone produced a proposal that such a flight be staged| |

These preliminary decisions were reported to the President in the
Cabinat Room, and he indicated his approval. The Secretary of State
now intends to consult promptly with the Soviet Ambassador.

McG. B.

—OP-SECREBF~SENSITIVE .
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September 14, 1964
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Background comment on Vietnam for
coffee-hour with the Press.

It is fundamental in all Vi etnamese problems to keep our basic policy
in mind. ’

1. For ten years under three Presidents we have be¢ corr ’tted
to support the freedom of South Vietnam against increasing pressure
from Communist terrorists and subversives. This is a siesple-—oteabmist,
basic policy which you ' .ve described many times, but w" ' *h must
never be forgotten.

2. Now, as for ten years, there are three basic choices in Vietnam:
(1) to move quat to a full- scale war like Korea; (2) to pull out; (3) to keep
LA ENAS
onas we are going with genci—s but measured support for the Vietnamese
in f1ght1ng their own battles.

3. You are fully committed to the third course, as Eisenhower was
and as Kennedy was. You believe that is what the people of this country we
This course is long and hard and slow. It involves changes in the level of
our assistance. It involves the acceptance of hardship and sacrifice by
many Americans. Itinvolves events like the Gulf of Tonkin, and it
requires patience and fortitude.

4. By strenuous and continuous effort you have succeeded in placing
in Saigon a team of first-rate Americans. You are proud of Ambassador
Taylor, General Westmoreland, and Ambassador Alexis Johnson, and
indeed of the whole team of men that has been put together to support them.
These Americans have your full support and they deserve the backing of
all their countrymen. You have made sure that the government in
Wa:s™ " ston is meeting every request they rnake’ and you hope there will
be no sniping from the rear.

5. The events of the last few days reflect the fact that the people
and government of Vietnam have a big political problem in addition to the
threat of the Viet 1g. This is a country with an old civilization, but
politically it is only ten years old. There are differences of religion
and of politics which would test a much more experienced nation --

Buddhists and Catholics -- soldiers and civilians -- city and country --
labor and capital. As we understa: |it, the short-lived movement of



_2-

a small number of troops into Saigon reflected these political
difference 8 and not a full-scale uprising against the government.

6. The triumvirate of General Khanh, General Minh, and
General Khiem, with the support of most of the rest of the military
leader:” "p, * .s successfully and peacefully dealt with this particular
episode. The troops have been taken out of Saigon, and the whole
affair has for them been resolved with no violence or bloodshed.
The U. S. has maintained its full support for the triumvirate before,
during, and after ""is episode.

7. We also supportes the continuing effort of this government
to broaden the base for political support for the government and for
the national effort against the Communist terrorists.

8. So our policy remains as it has been for a decade, and we

will not be discour gzged by tempora  difficulties. We will not be
drawn into reckless military adventures, and we will not give up in

Southeast Asia.



























September 14, 1964
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Re: Your own Activities on Vietnam since Saturday:

IATO (LAY
You got the first AP reports probably on the 11 o'clock news, because

w 2n I called you at 11:30 with the first diplomatic and milita‘i'y reports,
you already knew that some’’ 'ng was up. Through the 1t both State

¢ 1 eftc ;e were ' touch with the field, but there was nothing that
required you to be awakened. About six o'clock you called the Secretary
of State and were fully briefed on the situation as it was then. You and
the Secretary agreed that we should continue our full support of the
legitimate government, and that restoring order in a situation of this
kind was #8% Government's own responsibility. Our activity was confined
to making our positii . of support clear to all concerned. During Sunday
morning you talked also to Secretary McNamara and me, and when you
got back from church you had a brief meeting at the White House, which
began about quarter of one and lasted for about half an hour. Those
present were the two Secretaries, Mr. McCone, Ge ral Wheeler and
myself. You approved the draft statement which the Department of
State put out shortly thereafter. (You also approved an instruction to
Ambassador Johnson, but I do not think that should be mentioned}ia—aﬂy

—no— WY

You received further reports through the afternoon from the Situation
Room, and on the basis of these reports and further discussions with
your advisers, you made the decision about 6:30 to have another state-

:nt issued by the State Department. This statement was a timely
reinforcement of the triumvirate.

During the ewening you received further reports which confirmed the
wisdom of our backing of the triumvirate and showed that the so-called
coup was beginning to fade out. You therefore gave instructions not to

be disturbed during the night unless there was some startling new develop-
ment.

No such development occurred, and when you checked the Situation Room
#this morning (about 8:30) you found that the reports in the morning papers

were fully confirmed by our own evidence and that to all intents and purposes



the coup was over.

You have been in touch with the Secretary of State and you and he have
agreed that he will make a general st: :ment on the matter during his
speech in Detroit and that he will have a press conference to review the
whole matter on his return, probably at about 5:30 this evening.

McG. B.














































































































