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DiCIJ~PIED 
E. 0. 12356, Sec. J.4 MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

~~----=-~--SUBJECT: Tha Brttleb and Vietnam 
uy .. ...-..~-. NARA. 5·t'5 .&/5-

1. I think you ehould know that the Brltl•h will find it very. very 
difficult indeed to lncreaae their eommltment in Vietnam right now. 
That does not neceaaarily mean that we should not hit them bard wblle 
Wllaon la here, but I tblnk It does mean that we cannot expect a definite 
and aiflrmatlve answer. 

2. There ls no political baae whatever ln England, ln any p&l'ty, 

for an increased Brltlab commitment ln VletnaJ:n now. For 10 yeal'a 
we have accepted a sltuatlon ln which the Brltlab give political eupport, 
but avoid any major commitment on the ground ot their othor interest• 
and their position as Co-Chairman of the Cieneva Agreements of 1954. 
The moat that Wlleon could possibly do at thls stage would be a alight 
enlargement of the Thompson advisory mlaelon and of their police training 
effort, with perhaP41 a green light to a few bold Britlab ofilcera to get 
themselves ln the line o£ fire as our men do. All thla he would have to 
do quietly. There la no workable basis for a public change In British 
pollcy at a tlme when there ls no public change ln ours. You mlght pre•• 
hlm to go from the current level of 1 Britlabera to about a hundred, but 
we would be lucky to get SO ln th1a first pbaee. 

~l -

3. When and if we open a second phase and need to land a mixed force 
of U. S. and other troopa, we might conceivably get a amall British contingent 
along with larger ones from Australia and New Zealand. Our own commit­
ment would have gone up and there would be a better caae for aeldng the 
Bdtleh to Joln in. On the other hand, Tommy Tbompeon point• out that 
Uthe British Co-Chairman send troop• tn. that mlght be the trigger, or 
at lea•t the excuse, for the Soviet Co-Chairman to help Hanoi. 

4. The reciprocal price of this would be stronger support on our 
elde for Malayala and perhaps closer partlctpatlon ln naval and air 
deployment• designed to cool oll Sukarno. Tbla kind o!, bargain ln thla 
part of the world makes a good deal of sense, and Rusk and McNamara wlll 
be ready to go forward with the Brltlsb ln detailed dlacuaslon.a on thls basis. 

5... The polnt of thla memorandum la almply to make sure that you 
know how very bard lt will be for Wllaon to do as much !or us ln South Vietnam 
as wo need blm to. It is hard to treat a thing•• our problem for 10 years and 
then try to get othor people to take on a ahare of it, Juat because lt ta getting 
worae (though we chooae not to aay so). 

Meo. B. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

· .. I · 

WASHINGTON 

.. 
SE8ltET· December. 4, . 1964 

MEMORANDUM F~:>'R THE PRESIDENT \• 

SUBJECT.: . The Wilson Visit 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.I 2 'l-IS1 

B · NARA Date · '!·:Ji- 71 
y ~ ' . 

I • . What Wilson Wants on the Atlantic Nuclear 'Issue 

We_ think t.~e ?rime . ~n.ister hopes to obtain the following: 
,. 

A. · Agreement in principle from uc:; on the outlines of his proposal · 
for modifying MLF, as follows: 

'' . . . 

. 1. _A change i~ name of .the force from "MLF" to something 
like "Atlantic· Nuclear Force,'' (what we have been calling AMF). , 

. . . . . ~ -

2. A t<?P control board as in our pre sent MLF proposal. 

3. A pe.rmanent U. S. veto on the understanding that this could 
be changed"only if all members agreed (including the mother of parliaments). 
In addition~ he may seek a British veto even if this means a veto for 
every membe.r_. ' 

4. ·A British contribution of roughly half the V-bombers with 
their nucle~r weapons. The other half would be 'outside the force (with 
conventional capability for use or threat in Asia). 

· 5. A British c 'ontribution of three or four POLARIS submarines 
to be matched by an equal number of American POLARIS subs (or, as 
second best, by an equivalent American contdbution of MINUTEMEN). 

I . 

6. A multilaterally-owned and financed mixed-manned MINUTEMAN 
force in the U. S. or . ~anada, as a total substitution for surface-ships. 

7. All these force's, national and multilateral, would be under - . 
common command and· control, including PAL, and irrevocably committed , , 
for the life of th~ Alliance. · Wilson probably would acc~pt two other symbols ~ 
of community :. -· ~ · common. uiµforms and flag -- to the extent the Germans 
think this symbolis~ · im.portant. But he probably would want us to do the 
same wlth respect to ·our POLARIS or MINUTEMAN contribution. 

' ' --
. ·.., 8. H~ ;ants .British costs for this whole force not to exceed 

those pr·e~ntly programmed for 5 POL~RIS submarines plus V-bombers. 
Really, he 'd · ra.~her · pay . less. ·. 

ii:CRET 
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sseREf -2- Dec. 4, . 1964 

9. AMF should exist side-by-side with SAC and consult with"it, 
·separate from and not subordinate to SACEUR. 

B. Wilson .wants agreement that non-acquisition and non-diss~mination 
undertakings b~ part of · the AMF treaty. · 

C. He wants .Public. support from us for British divestiture of their 
"independent" nuclear deterrent. We will be asked to play up · their· action 
as a · contribution tow~rd non-proliferation, thus countering Tory opposition. 

D. He also will ~ant .slogans· for improved inter-allied "consultation" 
about ncri sis management" on a global scale, beyond the NA TO area. 
Wilson's i~tenti.ons · are not' clear, but he wants something. 

' . ,. . 
II •... What We ' Cannot Do for Him. 

Sever~l aspects· .of the~e· proposals seem unacceptable to us. They are 
as follows: · · . 

A. We should stand ··out against a substitution of mixed-manned surface 
ships by mixed..:ma:nned MINUT.EMEN. We think it exceedingly difficult 
to get Congressional ac~eptance for mixed-manning MINUTEMEN/ 
Moreover, we thi~k Erhard .government sees mixed-manned surface ships 
as its impe·rative ," .' politically, and the symbol of a successful outcome 
on 11MLF 11

• We al.so think that weapons close to European territory· are 
bound to be valued far a:i>ove weapons in Nebraska (or Alberta). 

B. Wilson has. bee~· told by Ball and Neustadt that agreement in 
·principle on British participation in surface ships is a sine~ n~ 
for the successful 'outcome. of these talks and for a success in negotiations . . . . . . . 

with the Germans. '.. This 'should remain on.r American position • 

.. 
C. We cannot promise Wilson either ·pQLARlS contribution or a 

MINUTEMAN contribution from our side on terms we are sure will satisfy 
the Germans. ·.we cannot take our boys out of uniform or ~ul down the 
.American flag • . The Germans may feel that these symbols are important 
for all elements·. of. .the force,· including ours. --- .. •: . . . . 

SZC!tET 
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E. Even though ·riatioii.al co~tributions to AMF would let us reduce the 
number of surface · ships, we cannot accept so small a number that Germans 
or Italians 'think .the. surface force is meaningless. 

. . . . . 

F. · We· cannofnow agree t~ including PERSHINGS or tactical aircraft . 
in AMF since Germans deeply suspect this is an entering wedge to giving 

· London a veto over all- tactical nuclear weapons. . . . ' 

III. What Might Make a Deal? 

We . see the following · as possible elements of agreement in principle·: 

1 • . Wilson could accept enough .British participation in a mixed­
manned surface .for~e to . ·satisfy the Germans that this whole arrangement 
.is non-discriminatory. This means a significant number of British sailors 
pn some number of ships. There can be fewer ships than ZS because a 
lot of° weapon's wou~d b~ provided by national contributions, but there 
cannot be -just a token ;riuin:~er~ The British will argue that the Germans · 
really don't set as much. store by the surface force as we think 
and .would be satisfied with a seat in the control board at the top. We 
don't buy this and don't think the Germans would either. • Wilson may also 
argue manpower difficulties in manning surface ships as well as submarines. 
Bob McNamara· .can dispo,se of this very quickly • 

Z. We could match the British submarine contribution with ·an 
equal numbe.r of our own subs,. if the ·terms and conditions of our 
participation (flag and uniform) are satisfactory to the Germans. 
Alternatively,.· we c.ould f.all back on a MINUTEMAN contribution, which 
would have to . ha:ve differe.nt trappings from the British submarines: 

3. We c'ould agree to non-acquisition and non-dissemination 
~nderta~ng_s ·as part of a treaty. 

4. We· could say that we'd hail the British decision to commit their 
forces irrevocably a~ an important step back from nuclear proliferation. 

5. We could .leave in abeyance for 'later multi.lateral negotiations 
the l".elationship of AMF to SACEUR. · 

. ( 

· 6. We could. agree to tell the Germans now, and the world later, 
. that we would keep our veto for the life of. the force. ·However, when we 

do so, we should not :suggest that we won't take a new look at the situation 
even in the r~·~o~e ~nd .· unlik~ly event that Europe were politically unified 
under ·an·· elected Chief Executive • 

. "; ' .. . . ', _,. •, · .. •: .. .: .• . ~ • ,, '• 
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7. We could make clear publicly that if AMF comes into being, 
we will red~ce ~ur · own programmed strategic forces proportionately. 
This is impor~ant since one· of the great problems Wilson faces at home 
is strong revul~ion against creating additional nu!=lear weapons above 
.the number McNamara says are needed to cover Soviet targets. 

8. We ·can show interest in better consultation b~tween our 
governments -- and othe·r gov~rnments, too -- on' matters outside the 

· NATO area. · We can suggest that staff work be done to sort out.just 
what, ' if any, new mechanisms are needed. 

But· we might also suggest that consultation is ·meaningful . 
only wpen there are joint v.entures, joint risks, and joint responsibilities. 
This could lead delicately into a discussion of "jointness" in Southeast 

·Asia (see below). . · ,, 
,.. ~ 

9. We ·can graciously acc"ept and support the British contribution 
of pa~t of their v -bo~be,r ~orce. 

10. We can'.work .out financial arrangements which will assure 
Wilson that participation in the surface fleet is on a no-extra-cost 
basis 'to him • . Bob McNa~~ra can spell this out to their heart's content. 

. ' . 
11. We . can "cer~~nly acquief ce in abolishing the initials "MLF," 

but we · should leave fi~a1 choicefa new name to multilateral negotiation • 

. IV. · Intangibles for Wilson 

. . . 

If Wilson were to accept this deal in principle, he would be taking a very · 
considerable poHtical risk at· home since he and his party have long 
opposed British participation in surface ships and the Tories now also 
oppose it, while rio segment of public opinion supports it. On the other 
hand, you can encourage him t~ the view that by taking this risk, he 
opens the way to enormous. opportunities. Great politici~ns , take big 
risks for great ca~se~. Those opportunities include: 

1. A real prospect of German agreements and· progress in the 
Atlantic nuclear fiet4. . · 

_£. The beginnings ·of a· new . relationship between Britain and Europe, 
particularly Germany·, with all that may mean for Britain, financially 
and otherwise. . · · . · • 

3 • . Clearin·g · tJ:ie . ~ec~·s · for new endeavors .. to negotiate seriously 
with the Russians . .. ·~'.'..'.· ·. , . . . . 
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. 4. A positive act. of solidarity with the U. S. and with Germany, 
bringing into being a joint venture which will deepen good relations, 
and give Britcl.in ·a leading voice in Europe. · · 

2_. A great Bri~sh initiative breaking . log jams in the Alliance 
for .which the British·would · receive great credit and would deserve it 
in your eyes. 

If 'a deal ·of this ·sort .seems to be coming off, we will recommend 
to you a schedule 'for talks by the British and ourselves with the other 
allies involved, .· espe.cially the Germans. It will be essential to have 
full agree.ment with. ~Uson on who says what to whom and when • . 

' ' ' 

V. If Wilson Doesn't Deal ,.. 

:.:'. 

We don't know whether ·Wilson can give the assurance which we seek regarding 
his participati~n on surfac~ ships. He has said ~e '11 negotiate seriously~ · . 
But he has also said that he wants to come back here in January and he is 
in so delicate a .situel:tion with his Cabinet that he may not feel he can 
afford to give that assurance now, even to you. Or he may feel that we 

. aren't' willing to d~ .enough in return. If so, he'll want to talk to the 
Germans about his . proposals as they stand. And he '11 .want us to encourage 
Bonn to listen . seriously.·· But we must not let Bonn .think ·that we are trying 
to help force them. off s.urface ships. 

The question ·of who then says what to whom becomes very difficult. We 
. . . I . 

. would need a very explicit .. understanding on that score with Wilson before 
he left town. 

VI. Wilson's Intere·sts East of Suez 

Britishers, particularly Defense Secretary Healy, say that agreements 
in principle fot; suppor.t .of joint. ventures east of Suez will be an important 
element in your talks. We do not know how far Wilson means t6 press ~. 
this with you, although· Healy says he ·means to expose it to McNamara later • 

. If Wilson opens this with you, you could raise with him the prospect of 
"joint .venture'.' in Vietnam and Malaysia. Regarding Viet-Nam he might 
be asked to incr:~ase 'bis participation in guerrilla· training, or to provide 
an air squadro~, or · ~aybe special forces in advisory roles. In ·return 
we would und~rwrit~· . the . 1independence of Malaysia.· · 

. . . ~ . : I •:°. ..•. ·.·. ,' .' . 
SECRET . . ' ·,·· . 
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When you get.into this you 'will ·startle the Prime Minister -- though 
' ' 

his people have been warned. 'There is no suppor.t in the United Kingdom 
for involvement in our Vietnamese commitment, which looks to most 
people in London lik~ a hopeless venture. The Labor Government 
(or at least its Ministry o~ . Defense) is eager for joint ventures '·!east of 
Suez," but they · have visions . of ships steaming around the Indian Ocean, 
not of men getting killed in Vietnamese jungles. Yet British sacrifice 
is . just what ' we need mos~. 

· VII~ Wilson's Interests in Financial Stability 

We unde.rs.tand ~hat he ~ay well propose to you joint staff work on measures 
f.or long-term support of the pound while his government tries the hard, 
slow task of modernizing the economy and righting the balance of trade 
(without un~mpioyment). ·Wilson is enormously appreciative of what 
you've done already to· l;)ail him out for the short-run. He probably won't 
ask you no~ to go beyo~~ agreement for more staff work, after which 
there woul<;i l;>e further consultations on means to evolve long-term 
multilateral funding. 

We think you can be forthcoming. He desperately needs the technical and . 
economic advice a:vailab.le ·to· our government. It would be as much to our .. 
benefit as theirs t.o provide ~his assistance. 

·. ·:. 

we · alSo think 'this indic~tion of your interest in working toward a long­
term solution· for their problem might enhance the prospects of agreement 
on the AMF • .. ··:"."::· · ·· · · 
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December 4. 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Re: !il!po~ent for C~ Bowles 

Dean Rusk telephoned to re-e.mpba:sbe hls strong recom­
mendation that you really ahoald spend a few mlDutes 
with Bowles. I have done my beat with. Bowles and wlth 
the Department to explahl how buay you are, but we are 
dealing here wUh a former Under Secretary of State and 
an Ambaeeador to a major country, and I am afraid 
my own heart ta not ln the argumem against a short call. 

Moreover, fl you Invest this tea mhmtea In Bowles, you 
can have an A m.baaeador to Ind.la for the next four year a. 
He will be glad to etay for the duration 1£ ,.om want him. 
and I think there ia general agreement that he baa done 
a first-cwa Job. Moreover, he baa •hown loyalty and 
••li·dlsclpllne after bef.na eaaed out of a job he had coveted 
and In whlclt hls failure waa only partly hls fault. 

So I am eendlns th1a up on appeal. 

If 'JOG agree, I will set lt up tor Monday. 

McO. B. 

----
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 4, . 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

·The attached.· memorandum drafted by Dick Neustadt 
gives the essence of the position we worked out 

.- this ~orning with Bob McNamara and Georg~ Ball: 
It is s:till subject to comments. by both of them, 
and ·George ·B.all may well produce a version of 

' his own, but. we all .think you ought to have a chance 
: .to look. at it tonight before our· important meeting 
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This is the inost important negotiation we have 
had ·since 1962., and it represents our chance to 
do -.a bette~ job than was done at Nassau. The staff 
and second level have learned from that experience 
and we share the view of the British that it is not 
our champion · that has anything to fear, but we do 
have an oblig'at.ion to make sure that all the elements 
of the problem are in front of you. 

This memorandum does not mention some of 
Wilson's special problems which we al~eady know 

-.about, but its recommendations are consistent 
vvith the fact that you are strong and he is weak in 
:the im!De<li:ate political situation. 

.·· · . McG. B • . · 
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December 3. 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE PRESIDENT 

1. Here 18 the third installment ot the new tntelllaence 
check llat. The annex on the MLF ls a little bit more 
bearish tba.n is jutified, 1 thlnk. We wlll know more 
about it when Ball and Neastadt get hack tonight. and we 
now plan a dlscusalon with you on Satarday at 12:30 
before Wilson. gets here. 

2. l alao asked. the lntelll1ence people tor, the ilr•t 
torelp reactions to your apeeehtoday, (T.AB A) and 
they seem to have caught the conclllatory tone we m-
tended. I have also bad a •ery warm and grateful phone 
call from the German Ambassador. and one or two favorable 
comments from European correapondez:tts who called for 
background interpretatloa. · 

3. On the boner l made ahout.1611"lculture and the 
Kennedy R owid, I think the damage control baa been 
fairly good. Charlie Murphy was moat andentandlng 
and says that ~srlculture will cbeer!Wly make it clear 
that nothmg has changed. Charle• Balley, who follows 
farm matters cloaely, told me that the phraae gave him 
no trouble, and at the moment lt looks as if my care­
les•nesa baa done leas harm tJ:&an I feared. 

McG. D. 

l 
j 

. J 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH IN GTON 

December 2, 19 64 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Lawrence Spivack is after me to go on Meet the 
Press sometime after Christmas. I admit that 
I enjoy this kind of thing, but I would not want 
to get anywhere near it if you prefer that I should 
not. It is of course not easy to tell right now what 
may be the hot issu.es next month, but I think that 
in principle one should always be able to stonewall 
on the tough ones and use the rest of the time to 
convey a picture of the President at work for peace. 

~--! . ~. 
McG. B. 

Please do 

Please don't ----
Speak to me -----



December .2, 196' 
MEMO!l.ANDUM FOR THE PRESmENT 

Sul:tject: Y~ur mtteUng~~!_~-~.!~~.~J!._~ ~ ~ >1~~~b_!!!!_r 9.u.!!-~ 

.By reputation, &b••• a~e two vet'y perceptive Jounall•te ~ SJ.nee Europe· hae 
sot all lts earphOD.•• on and· wUl multiply. u7tblag that le attrlbuted. directly 
to you, my first su11••tlOA .~ that yoa may want to keep the bltervlew very 
much oil the. rec:ord, aod ••Y &bat lt la utlrely for tblt.r tutnctlon and not 
to be reterrecl to or Id.med at In. any way hl the cola.nma of tho Guardian. In 
partlculaJ', I would warn them off tb.e kind ol Janauaae In whlch tt la eatd: 
'flfh• President ls lmown to think." Tbat sort of thln1 IA the bands o£ a 
very 7epatable paper like the <iuariJaQ. will mean Uiat there baa been an Inter• 
vtew with. you. and cothln& elae. · 

Of course, U you have eome particular measage that you want printed in tlda 
parUcular aheet. all the•• warDlq• ahoulcl be lpored. 

The three toplca they are likely to pursue with you a.re: (1) Tbe MLF and NA TO 
nuclear deteaeei (2) South Vietnam. ao.d China behind ltJ (3) Poaalbllltlee 
!or prop••• In nepttattcm. wlth tbe Soviet Unton. I am eee!Ag them a 
ball hour before JOU• and U I &et a abarply dlflorent lmpre•alon. t •lll tele­
phone you.. 

1. MLF a.ad NATO auclaar def~!!.!: OU' poaltlon le a• 70\l •tated lt Jut 
Saturday. 0\1.r ovttrkllng lntere•t It ill th• cohes-o.nce and mutaal con.ftdence 
of the alliance. Wo beltevo tlat new and better uraqemeJt.ta are Geeded to 
tAke care of the lntere1ta of noa-nucl6ar powera bl a miclear •1•, and we do 
not believe ha muldplJina small uatloul deterrent !orcea. althouab of course 
vt·• camiot Uld do not try to aubatltilte our Judgment lor that of etat•• llke 
France and EDaJalld. 

We see the MLF aa a means uot an ead.. We believe that eome rospoulble 
partlclpatlou la necesaary for Germany In the lona ruu. and the mixed marmod 
eurface neet I• tbe beat •yatem we have found for this purpose·. But we are 
not rlald oit doctrinaire, ud ·we eball lbten wlth areat b:aterut to any modlllca• 
tl011.8 or eiilargement• whlch Prime Mlnt.ter Wllson may wlab to auggeat next 
~~ . 

The Johuon-WUson meetlDa will not bo an attempt to make a binding Analo­
Saxon. ded behind the backs of our f rlend8. , Both aldea are a peed that the 
dlacusalona will not be final and that they should be followed by inteulve 

i .• "\ 



.. 2 .. 

conaultaUon with all thoae who bave important ~rests In tbia subject. 
Thle lncludea eapec:lally Oermauy. Italy, HallaQd, and F~•·· · although 
of course we recognlae ·the present ·irreoch poettlon li ono Of ojecUon .. 

.. 
l think we •hould real1t any notion of a lbced ttmeiable, while At the same 
Ume warnltla Of the daJlaera of lndefiDJ.te delay. 

Ia sum.. our posltlon la f'lrm and conatruc:tlve but not rlaid,, and. ·our obJectlve 
la what lt ha• always been - - · to find a meaD.11 of movh\g a.head that meets 
tho real needs ot Otll' European partoera. 

-· 

2. South Vlotnam~!;~· You Jaiow at leatt u well a. I exactly wbat 
yoa want to eay. I attach a copy of yeaterday*e etatem.ent. which le worth 
re!errtna back to. Oil the record yOG can leave these men In no doubt of ~ s-v..-~ 
t)e awai-ene1a of the real dlfflculttea. but you will probably want. te> leave 
no doubt also·of the couvlctlon of the U.S. that tbls really la a place where 
th• lntereata of all free utlone are the aame. and wber• the defense of 
freedom would be enormously a.a•lsted hi every way by a •ubstanttal lncreaae 
of th• contrlbuUcme of other• bee ldea A morlcans. (Tbla wlll glve Ciua i-dlan 
llberala somethlns of a •bock, but J think 1t •hoWd be helpful if done wlth 
care.) ~ · 

On Chl:na, you may want to make lt clear that the U. s .. polley toward China 
reaulte fr.om what the Chlneae actuaUr say and do, and not upon any 
lmprlaonment bl rea.ctlom.ry blindness. The e&m• piaactlcal con1lderatlona 
make us thmk that thoae •ho talk of b .. lnalna China lnto the family ol natlona 
are hi fact glrina diplomatic peifey auppo:rt to a calculated awl •11r••11lve 
ex.pustonlsm in which Chinese agents are a tlaroat to domeatlc peace In 
ev••y conttneui and a thr.eac to the eecurlty of their netahbor• on every lf'lrdel'. 

3. Poaelb~•~!~~~a!!•~.~tn. ~--C!!~~!~.~t,!l ,~e . ~o!.!!!_l1~i:!).?• At 
the amntemt Of course thl• ta foc:ua1ed OD. rather ur~ow latue• like Anlcle 19 
in the UN. and 1ome of our pen.dbi& bilateral pN\'>lema like tbe consular ccnvoa· 
tlon. Moreover, In the lminedlate tuture we thlnk the pJ'oapect ill that the new 
Soviet realm• will not be r-.dy lor major n.eaodatlon with non·Communl•t 
state• for some tlmo. At the eame time we do t1Uttk lt la Important not to glve 
them any ,,,..<mg •tpala tbat would lOW"er the chance of prosre•• toward ueful 
agreement•. Qir pollcy of guard up and haAd out baa beeA made extremely 
dear ln the la•t yea• and occasional forelp newapaper ~wnora that we are · 
eomehow barclenlo.1 our poattlon aa a reault of the election are non•enae. The 
only places where we have tott&h problem• of com:rontatlon with Communlat• 
a,re placee like South Vietnam aild the UN, where lat ls the Communlete and 
not tho United States Government that have forced the ta sue. 

McQ. B. 

'.I 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
/ 

u J 
WASHINGTON 

December 2, 1964 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

As I think you know, Ben Bradlee is an old personal acquaintance of mine. 
Our parents have been friends for forty years, and Ben and I have known each 
other all our lives. I used to find him a bit slick and cynical, but in the last 
year or two Mary and I have thought he was maturing remarkably, and my 
personal experience with him has been that he is honorable professionally, 
although he is a very energetic and independent-minded reporter. Knowing 
your own reservations, I have been extraordinarily careful about discussing 
your business with him, but I do see him both professionally and socially 
from time to time. (The Bradlees have had a tough year, and Mary has seen 
to it that we tried to help.) 

When I heard from a couple of press people last night that the FBI was putting 
it about that the source of the story that J. Edgar Hoover was leaving was 
Bob Kennedy, I felt free to speak directly to Bradlee this mornirg and say that 
this rumor was around and that it would obviously do damage. He told me in 
the most categorical terms that the NEWSWEEK people made a deliberate point 
of not talking with Bob Kennedy in the preparation of the cover story. They did 
talk to some of his associates, but their editorial direction was to avoid taking 
their lead from persons known to be at odds with Mr. Hoover. 

Bradlee tells me flatly that the story that a search was on for Hoover's suc­
cess or came from within the White House, from what he calls "a high source." 
He said that this source was in no sense hostile to Mr. Hoover and simply 
took the position that he was coming toward the end of the road and that it 
would be very difficult to find the necessary successor. He says the same source 
told them of "White House regret at Hoover's explosive press conference." I 
do not know who their source was, but I believe they had one. 

I believe that Bradlee is representing his own position honestly, and my con­
clusion is that he or his people must have taken some relatively speculative 
but very incautious comments by someone over here and turned them into 
hard news. This is something which NEWSWEEK has done before, and Bradlee 
himself occasionally stretches his inferences. But I believe him fully when he 
says that this particular item did not come from Bob Kennedy. I doubt very 
much that the FBI has good evidence to the contrary - - but of course they share 
with the press the bad habit of protecting their sources, so that their charges 
are hard to judge. 

It,~ 
McG. B. 



December 1. 1964 

MR. PRFSWEHT: 

nay Cline of CJA and I have worked ·oat thl• new 
form of a dally· la.telllaence brlellag OZL the premise 
tbat lt la more useful to you U It comes 1a your 
evemna readlag. Our· thou.gilt le that tbl• may 
run parallel to Dean Jluak'• dally report and be 
more uea.rlr reapoulve to your own lntere1ta t!um 
the paper• we have been eendlaa heretolore. We 
wUl seml this model for tbree or four daye and 
then I will aek for your reactlou. 

McG. B. 

TOP SEC:RET ATTACHMENT 

/' .. :l 
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: .. ~---



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 1, 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Letter to UNICEF 

Maurice Pate, the Executive Director of 
the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
sent you a letter back in October asking for 
help on milk supplies. Dick Reuter now 
recommends that you sign the attached answer. 
I understand that he has been in touch with 
Pate in the meantime, but the. answer will 
be helpful for the public record. 

~c.f. ~. 
McG. B. 



November 30, 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

. I think the attached papers are •elf-explanatory. 
They are designed to show not only the basic policy 

· but the lnltlal probable posture. which ls very quiet 
· and wblch would not become noley u.aleu you made 
· new and additional dedslons. 

· I continue to think that tt would be helpful to have 
·a abort and very prlvate eeaelon with lblak and 
. McNamara and me before tho 11 o'clock meeting, 
and I will call you in the morning to see U 10:15 
la ettU workable. 

MeG. 8. 

~P SEcRET">attachmenta 

~· 
-~·· \. ( ;, . 
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THE W H IT E HOUS E 

W ASHINGTON 

November 30, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Subject: The Pacem in Terris Convocation 

You may recall that Justice Douglas spoke to you last winter about 
the international convocation which is being planned by Bob Hutchins' 
Center for the Study of Democratic Institutions, to discuss Pope 
John's final encyclical, Pac em in Terris. The convocation is to be 
held in 1965 between February 18-20. As I recall it, you did not give 
Justice Douglas any definite assurances, but the zealous staff people 
of the Hutchins Center have been putting it out that you plan to come, 
and they have been using your attendance as bait for people like 
Nasser, U Thant, and whatever Soviet leader they can get. 

I myself think it would be a mistake for you to encourage this par­
ticular enterprise by your personal attendance. Hutchins and Company 
are not the most sensible observers of the world scene, and I am 
strongly put off by their efforts to use the President of the United 
States as a drawing card for a rather mixed bag of foreigners. 

On the other hand, I may be turning into a stuffy bureaucrat, and it 
may be also that you feel some personal commitment to Justice Douglas. 
In that case my recommendation would be that you condition your 
attendance upon a review of the plans for the meeting and a very firm 
undertaking by Justice Douglas himself that your name will not be used 
in efforts to bring people like Nasser and Nkrumah, or even the Soviet 
leader ship, to the meeting. 

My preferred version of a letter to Justice Douglas {attached) is designed 
to give him encouragement in what is, after all, a useful work of inter­
national communication, while taking you off the hook. It conforms 
closely to a recommendation which we have from the Justice's associ­
ates, except that it makes it explicit that you yourself will not come 
and removes your approval from their effort to bring major political 
leaders. These forms of insurance seem to me necessary -- unless, 
as I say, you feel committed to go. 

IJ. 
McG. B. 

... ~ -,.,,.....,. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dacember 2, 1964 

Dear Mr. Justice: . 

I appreciate .your keeping me informed on the planning for 
the convocation of the Center for the Study of Democratic 
Institutions scheduled for February 18-20, 1965, in New 
York City. 

I regret that I myself will be unable to attend the convoca- · 
tion, but I have no doubt that such discussion, under private 
auspices, of the problems df peace will provide a major 
contribution to the greatest single problem of our time. 
The symposium that the Center p:tiopos es can, I think, be 
an important event in the International Cooperation Year 
which I proclaimed on October 2. 

The idea of assembling in this country outstanding spiritual 
and intellectual leaders should provide a welcome new 
dimension to the discussion of these fundamental problems, 
and help make the International Cooperation_ Year ·count in 
the search for practical programs for peace. 

The Honorable William O. ·Douglas 
Associate · Justice 
Supreme Court of ·the United States 
Washington, D. C. · 

1, 
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November 30. 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

MR. VALENTI 

Jack--

The attached memorandum to the President explains my current 
thinking and. ls atroagly supported by Harlan Cleveland and the 
Department's experts on International Cooperation. 

Thia la a pretty woolly outfit. but Justice Douglas is a good friend 
of the President and the draft letter la designed to go as far aw we 
can without getting the President in trouble. 

McG. B. 

---



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 30, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

MRo VALENTI 

Jack - -

The attached memorandum to the President explains my current 
thinking and is strongly supported by Harlan Cleveland and the 
Department's experts on International Cooperation. 

This is a pretty woolly outfit, but Justice Douglas is a good friend 
of the President and the draft letter is designed to go as far as' we 
can without getting the President in trouble. 

~~ 
McG. B. 

7') t.: .. 
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WASHINGTON 

November 30, 1964 

CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Averell Harriman 

Averell Harriman sent this memorandum 
to you through me. I think it is a thoughtful 
statement of some, but not all, of the themes 
that we will need to sound in coming weeks. 

I have passed to the Secretary your feeling 
that it makes sense to have Harriman move 
over from a major administrative and 
bureaucratic assignment to the somewhat 
more fitting role of Ambassador at Large. 
There are particular assignments which he 
can carry out with great distinction, and he 
certainly deserves the most dignified treatment. 
I am watching for the right occasion to tell him 
both of your regard for him and of the very great 
importance of avoiding even the appearance of 
criticism of his colleagues and the Administration 
as a whole. 

McG. B. 

73 ---



UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 

November 19, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Supplementing my previous memorandum, I reconnnend that 
prompt and urgent attention be given to the ways in which you 
can project most effectively the image of your own policies 
and United States objectives in the world 0 My observations 
are based on three factors: 

that the early days of any Administration 
are the time to set the stage for what is to 
follow; 

that in foreign affairs, approach and 
attitudes are as important as policies and 
programs themselves; 

that the personality and approach of the 
President are the most important single means of 
molding world opinion toward the United States. 

There is a wealth of material in your statements made in 
the pasc year, particularly during the campaign. The State of 
the Union and other early messages provide the opportunity to 
bring the main elements together and to highlight them into a 
clear and appealing image. In doing so, you could usefully 
relate some of the principal elements of your domestic program 
to the larger world scene. 

Among the key elements of such an approach, the following 
come first to mind: 

1) Your appeal for unity in this country has 
become a major objective. This could readily be 
expanded into a call for unity among free peoples 
everywhere 0 President Roosevelt's proclamation of 
the Four Freedoms had world-wide appeal during the 

war period. 
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war period. A new statement of the basic ideals of 
free men in the present ideological conflict could 
have as strong an appeal todayo This would permit 
you to stand above the differences among the free 
countrieso Your position would stand out in sharp 
contrast with the smallness and divisiveness of 
de Gaulle and others. 

2) Here at home, you have declared war on 
poverty. This provides a good basis for a new 
approach to foreign aid and technical assistance. 
You could call for a unified effort by the more 
advanced and prosperous nations to combat the 
poverty, disease and ignorance that threaten our 
fellow men -- an intern~tional war on poverty, as 
a call to arms for the only war you want to wage. 

3) The "building bridges" concept could be 
emphasized to encourage those now living under 
communism to look to the United States with even 
greater hope. This is a much sounder approach than 
the dangerous promises of "liberation." 

4) Of prime importance is the manner in which 
you reaffirm your determination to exert every effort 
to promote the achievement of peaceo No single subject 
has greater appeal to all mankind. You can now seize 
the initiative, for you are in a unique position to 
restate with unquestioned sincerity your determination 
to work to this end, at the same time recognizing the 
practical problems that face us. "Our guard is up, 
but our hand is out," is a theme that can be universally 
understoodo 

As a footnote, your close personal relationship with a 
number of leaders of other countries is a valuable asset and will, 
of course, be expanded. 

The kind of hospitality recently accorded President Diaz of 
Mexico at your ranch has conveyed an image of a warm and hospi­
table United States to all of Latin Americao This is truly the 
"Good Neighbor." 



? 

I 
Mac: 

Please talk to me about this the first thing 
when I get back. 

LBJ /mf 
11-10-64 
9:30p 



UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 

November 9, 1964. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I am keen to talk to you at your convenience about our 
foreign policies. 

With a new Administration, a President has an unusual 
opportunity for a few months at least, even though he intends 
to follow the same basic policies -- to establish a fresh 
image, to get out of certain rigidities and dead ends, to 
take new tacks, and give new inspiration to United States 
world leadership. 

I would like to play a part, if you care to have me. 
Fortunately, I chose my ancestors well, and I am still able 
to outpace some of the younger men. 

During the past year, I have had a seven-day-a-week job, 
much of it doing details which I think others could handle as 
well, while I have not been consulted on many of the major 
issues. Presidents Roosevelt, Truman and Kennedy used me as 
a pinch-hitter for special negotiations, in addition to my 
regular duties. By luck or good fortune, my batting average 
has been surprisingly good. 

In recent years, it is perhaps because I have been around 
a long time and people associate me with Roosevelt and other 
historic periods. I am continually struck by my personal 
acceptance on the part of the leading personalities wherever I 
go. 

In Russia, Khrushchev treated me with respect, because 
I sat next to Stalin when he was at the lower end of the tableo 
Kosygin met me first when he was an assistant to Mikoyan at a 
time when I was negotiating with Stalin. I know Harold Wilson 
from his days as a rising civil servant when I was dealing 
with Churchill and the British War Cabinet as President 

Roosevelt's 



- 2 -

Roosevelt's personal representativeo Erhard knows me 
from 1948 when we brought the Germans into the Organiza­
tion for European Economic Cooperation against the 
opposition of Clay and others who wanted Germany to be 
represented by the Military Governmento The Latinos 
seem to associate me with Roosevelt. To mention a fewo 

As a result of my experiences over the years, I 
feel that I can be of value to you in some of the tough 
negotiations ahead and also in advice on some of the 
difficult problems we face. 

I think that my work for you during the past year 
has shown that I am not looking for honors and am ready 
to take on any work. I would like, however, to be in a 
position to come to you on matters where I feel my past 
experience has a contribution to makeo I had this 
relationship with Presidents Roosevelt, Truman and Kennedy, 
and never misused ito 

W,Aver~ 



UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 

November 9, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

For the first time in history, you carried all of 
the 62 counties in New York State, and all by a comfortable 
majorityo In 1936, FDR failed to carry most of the upstate 
counties, not even his own Dutchess Countyo 

You carried the State as a whole by over two and a half 
million, as against Roosevelt's i,112,000 in 1936, and Eisen­
hower's one and a half million in 1956. Your percentage of 
the total vote was 68.5%, and Roosevelt's was 58.8%. 4 

Bob Kennedy won by 800,000, or about 55%. ij/-: ~ ;t;; ,t:/(") 
(I y:;:-/ IZAr< ~~ 

Your landslide victory has swept the Democrats into 
control of the State Legislature for only the second time in 
fifty years. Without a Democratic Governor, this makes a 
problem of leadership in Albany, although we have Arthur 
Levitt as Comptroller. As the increase in membership comes 
from upstate, Bob Wagner should not try to run the Legislature 
from City Hall if we are to maintain our majority next yearo 
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..-TOP SECRET_ November 28, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 
\ 

THE PRESlDENT 

Couraee of AeUon on Boutbeaat Atala 

I am attacblng a book of draft papers on poaalble coul'eea 
of action tn Southeast Aala. Theee papers reilect the baalc 
concern• ot the 1ntcr--aaency working group. In revlted form, 
they will be the .Cocua of youio meeting with Ambassador Taylor 
on Tueaday. t>ocambcn.• 1. (_ ~ • 

I partlcuhu:ly urge your attention to the two paper• that 
now etand at the lront of the book: a) tho bdet openlna paper 
which aununarlaet the mated.ala that lollow (Tab Ah and. 
b) Ambaeeador Taylor'• aaalyale entitled uThe Current Sltua• 
tlon in South Vietna~ -· November, 1964" (Tab BJ. 1 would al•o 
eugeet that you review the lntelllgence asee1sment at the beginning 
of Se~tloc I. 

Amba.aaador Taylor'• analyel• and propoeed scenarlo 
corr••pond roucbly to the lm.mecilate action program au;geeted 

. 111 the working group papora (Section VU of the draft Summary). 
However. you should know that the Ambassador doea 'belleve that 
after a period of week• we ahould be prepared -· if the. Vletnameee 
Ooverrunent holds together. but Hanol le •till touah ••to move 
clearly into Option C. Many of the wo?"ldng group feel that a 
dedalon to ca._rey out the immediate p.rogram should be accompanied 
by a dec:l1lon •• in principle •• to a.dopt Option C wileaa elreum• 
•tancea change, with the date of irdtiauon left open. 

. 
. Option C la analysed at aom.e len.ph in Section Vll o! the 

draft papera. Of epoclal lmpo1"tanco le the intelligence pa.per on · 
probablj! Comm.unlat and non-Comm\lld•t reactions to Options B 
and C1 theee papera are located at the end of Section VU (Tab C). 

McG. B. 

. 
'-

,,..,.. 



CONFID!!NTtAL November 27 • 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Progreaa on Canadian Auto Parts and the Need to~ · a 
Bargain wlth 'Wilbur Mill• 

As you may remember, ~the Canadiax. ·a\1to parta row baa been oue 
of the moat t-roubleaome leeuea between u1 and Pearson'• Government 
for about a year. Th• Canadlane. ·put .~n~atarlff scheme dealgnod to 
at!rnulata pt-oductlon In Canada which •ha.rply pena.UAd lndepond9nt 
Amorlcan auto auppllera. ID reapoDae to their epure, Doug Dillon 
baa been urging ua to apply a .countervalllnt duty agalnat CauadaJ 
thl• l• what tbo letter of tho law seem• to him to require, but the 
tzroublo l• that It would start a majo~ trade lracaa with the Canadian• 
and do no 0110 any good. 

, .. ...,.,,,,~, 

Common aen.ae ha• now prevalled1 and a posdblo bal'galn ls shaplna 
up which bu tho wpport of all departments"ol-yolir- Oovernment, 
moat ol the auto industry, and :. we are confident -- tho Canadians. 
lt le as lollowa t 

•• Both Canada and the United States would ellm!nato tariffs 
on automobllee and moat automobile pa~ta orlglaatlng ln 
the other country. 

·- The Canadian Government would make a aide deal with the 
major automobile piroducera who opes-ate en both aldea of 
the borde:r: the producer• woutd ·commlt themaelvee to 
lncroaso aomewhat the fraction of their output originating 
ln Canada. Tho shift It to take place over lou~ years and 
would be made eaay by the ritlng market for automobile• 
bo~ here and there; 1t should cause us very llttlo trouble. 
(J'uatlce has some anti-trust worries about tbla, but 
notblng very ee rioua. ) 

The blg companies are all in Uno (Ford and Chryaler wi~ auto). 
The only negative reaction bas come &orn aome ladopeiideo.t parta 
producers. One company. Modine, with parta-plante employing a 
total of about l, 250 workers ln Indiana, llllnol•• Kentucky and 
CalUornta, ta openly hoatllo. The bulk of the parts industry. 
however, l• either tn favor or neutral. 

The UAW would be prepared to support the propoeal lf thoy can bo 

assured that tbore will be adequate provl1lon for dl•located worker•. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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Labor believes we can wo:rk tbh out wlth Reuther attd bl• pe.ople. 

The lmmedlate problem la to get Wilbur Mille to agree to pueh the 
necoeeary Implementing leglalatlon. You do· not now havo authority 
to reduce u. s. tarllta to cero on good• from a particular country. 
The plan la to tack an appropriate amendment to the Tal'Uf Act of 19SO. 

From a prellmlnary check by· tho Ford people, lt appear• that Mills 
would be receptive to puahlns tbla throush qulckl)·, right alter . 
Medlcue. U you ln•truct ua to proceed, Dillon wlll talk with Mllla 
and try to get a clea .. commitment on thla point. Thla partlculu 
matter should tak• only 3 - 4 day• of beatings. So U wUl delay 
other lteme very little. Henry WUeoa In o•Brlen•s ofllce concurs 
in tbla tactl c. 

The matter ta falrly u'l'gent. Doug clalma that U the Canadians do 
not reednd their curi-etit tarUf ache~ he mu.at Impose countervaiUna 
tarllle by January l or taco Jall. The Canadian• would be prepared 
to rescind ln :return for an agreement which would comm.it us to go 
to the Congreaa for the noceeeuy leglalatlon dul.ng the wlntor. 
U you egree. and lf Mlll• la agreeable. wo can probably close tho 
deal with jiear•on•• people well before January 1. Tbls will be a 
major achievement,. and one with some nowa value too. 

McG. B. 

Toll Dillon to work on Mill• ----
Speak to me __________ _ 
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November 27, 1964 

. TO V.ALlmTI FOR THE PRESIDENT FR'OM BUNDY· 
TO REEDY F<.l\ POSSIBLE PRESS CONFEREMCE USE 

7 

Precisely because I admire Acheson•• powers of ezpoaltlon, 1 mu.at warn 

agalut drawlng heavily oo his memorandum ln your press con!erence tomorrow. 

1n ~my experience he bas more than ouco aouaht to commit Presidents to bl• own 

policy without fair wanUna of all tbe problems ln.volve4. !Dpartlcular, R\\Sk 

aA4 I agree that th.ere la a serious problem of tbe Umlng and content of any 

MLF agreement. and tbat you ab.oulcl not tle your•elf to ally particulu maet 

until 7011 have a chance to weigh all tbe eYldence. 

Neverthale•• th.ere l• eeery reasoii to reafflrm a. few baalc principles of our 

European policy. Thia can be done briefly tomorrow but Jluak and I Join 

aplu ln l'ecommeadtna that you bold JOU main flre for the 1,peech at Georae· 

town on Wednesday. \Ve leave to yob Judgment whether lt la wlle to fore• 

shadow tb1s apeech tomorrow. From oui- 11tandpolnt the rlske o1 deacrlblcg a 

apeech ahead of time •omewhat outweigh the immediate Saturday new• value 

of euch a comm4Hlt, Bit your judgmem will of course govern. 

Po1al'ble pre•• conlerence commellts follow (1ubjec& to poeelble later commota 

by Dean Rule): 

Tb.e pre•en.t dl•cuaalon of disarray In the Atlantic Alliance '8 groaaly 

exa11erated and Is partly the i-eault of a ttegleci ol flrat prmclplea. Somo of 

tbe1e prlnclple• are worth u.ew attentloiu 

DECLASSIFIED 
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l. The ultimate easentlw of the dofeaee of tb.e Atlailttc Commumtr 

are the firmness and mutual miat of tho u. s. and Europe. u. S. posltlOll la 

dear: the aatety of~ u. s. depends upon the fret:dom ol Dueope. ud tho 

freedom al Europe depends upoa the •h'•D&th and will cl tbo U. s. Tbat 

z. The U. s. Is committed to the locreaeta.g •trugthand COC>p4tratlon 
f?o /, /;((;/, nv_/, ?"~ 

of the Atlamlc Commua.tty m every field. ol action - -/economic. commercial 

aud moa.eta17. TMtre· are no problems whlcb •e cannot •olve to~ther. and 

veey· ln whlcb any one of ua cq aettle by hlmsolt aloaie. 

3. Tb• US aeee uo •ale fature for ltae.11 .. ADd none I.or any other 

Atlantic nation., In a polloy of narrow national ••ll•lntoreat. 

•· One of the great upl:ratlontJ wttblll the A tWittc: CommUtdty le the 

aaplratlOA toward arowf.ns witty &mOlll tbe tree peoples of Eu.ope. No nation 

on eltlulr sldo ol tho Atlantic has done more to •appo.rt this. paitpoae ·than tbe 

U. S. Thi• •upport will continue. 

5. Since 1945 the u. s . . bu borne a 1peclal reepo•lblllty 101' .the 

aiudear def.use of the free wo~ld. ..rho costs and com.plexltlea of. modern 

nuclear weapoms ayatem9 make lt Jnevllable that thl• Amerlcan reapoutlblllty 

wll1 coat!aue tar Into the fllture. Wb.Ue wo cannot divest ouraelvea of tbl• 

aweaome obllptlou, we can end wU1 work earueatly wlth all our !rlende 

to ftad new aD4 betier -way• by wblcb. »ll lmero•tctd. memi.re ot the ,aWauce 

cau lnc:r•••• lb.oh- own •cmae ol aafat7. by aharhlg reapODStbly 1A the unUled 

defeneo of tlie allluce ••a whole. Th1fl la tbe meu!Dg of our preaent 



lntere1t IA the multilateral f o:rce. Tbl• ta tbe · meanhlg of. '· oar coJ:d:illued 

readlneas to dlscua tbe1e problerna wt.th every latereatod ally. 

6. The Presl·dmit believes that the Atlantic alllaace l• only at tho 

beglnalns of it• time of peatest achlevemeBt. Ita aucce1a has l:Mten proved 

tn 15 year• of Atlntlc peace. lta differences. are dlf!erencoa among people• 

who bavo leATncd la the torment of war tbat tbe freedom at. each r•tulrea the 

f~e~om of all. TJae· Preeldea.t looks torwarct with cmdlde.nce to tke reaoluttoo 

of present dtf.tereucea .&Ul4 tho reuaertlcm ol the unlty wblcb la ao deeply la tie. 

commaa lAtereat of us all. 
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November 25, 1964 
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Authority AID letter APR 12 19]8 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT By A~ , NARS, Date 'f-Y- 7 1 

SUBJ'ECT1 Task FoJ'ce on Foralgn Economic Policy 

1. The J"eport of y~ur Taak Force on Foreign Economic Policy 
la attached. We believe you would find it worthwhile to read the 
••Introduction and Summaryt• (pp 1·37) which contains 

.. • a brief Introduction; 

... a section on ald (p •. 6h -
•• a section on ~ra.de _in manufactuJted gooda which 

covcra alao East• Wo•t trade (p. 16h 

•• a aectlon on agrlcult!!al trade and food al~ (p. 25): 
thl• !a more c:ompllcated and loss cenh'al than the 
roat and you might wish to eklp it' 

-· a section on money (p. 26), some of which is directly 
relevant to the current atorUng crisle. (The money 
eection in x,our copy c:onta.tna oo"mo auggeatlona which 
aJre extremely sensitive~ The relevant pages are marked 
uPreaidential copy only. " ) 

2. The most dramaUc recommendations of the Task Force 
concern aid. and thcae 10 pages are as near must reading aa you•U 
get in these reports. They argue that 

a. To make good on tho current ald etrategz:. there will 
have to bo a eubstantlal, if gi-adual. increase in U. s. development 
aid between now and 1970. 

b. Thero la a strong caao tor u2plnfJ our al;hts and ahUting 
during the next tour years to a much larger program, involving much 
more money and much more food. Their reasons. brieily: 

SECRET --
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... ShUtlng to a larger program might well make a 
drama.tic dlllerencc to the shape ol the world we shall 
!ac c during tho 1970•. One c:annot be ce%taln, but 
playing a bold band appeaws lea• ruky than doing too 
little or opting out. 

·- Doing the aid Job faater, on a 1 rger ecale, is likely in 
the end .to bo a good deal cheaper. 

•• The leve:r:ago we could exert on the internal policies 
o! the recipient countries would be !u greater. In 
aomo key countries, •ucb as Ind.lat we would have a 
fair chance really to get thlnga moving .. 

.... The domcat1c pollUcal coat of the prosram. large 
enough now, may be no larger lf it ts expanded and 
may oven be less. With a much lal'&er progZ"am, it 
would be both neceesuy and posalble to enese envata 
U.S. buldneas on a mucb lar;er scale, not la pro• 
vldlng money but ln providing their aervlces for a lair 
profit-. Aa ln defena e prosrams. thelr auppos.-t. ahould 
follow • 

. 3. The Task Force, at aome risk to Dave Bell'• patience and 
your own !alth in it• good aense, bas followed yo\ll' lnatructlon to 
Ignore polltlcat feaalblllty. Nevertbeleaa. it recognized tho aerioua• 
neas o! the problem and aoka ua to make lt clear that there ls no 
need for alarm bells ln 1965. even U you now decide that tbc Qovern• 
ment should _glvc serious study .durlng the next rear to converting, 
over the next Z ... 3 years. ton much larper proara.m. Specifically: 

•• The iewe doea not have to be Jraiaed directly wlth 
the Ccngrea• or the public during the next few months~ 

-- You do not need to aak for a subata.ntW increase 
in the 1966 AID appropriation; 

... .AlD need not change lta operating procedures this -year. 

SECRET -



4. But •uch o. declalon would involve you in aaktng !or •omo 
bud thought, on an organised buts. on the dual problem of gea:rlns 
Up to a luger aid eflon and of creating, during the next year or 
two. the polltlcal cllmtlte that would mak• It poe•lble. The Taak 
Fo:rcc ha.a some lntoreaUns •uggeatlona on both points, but, U a 
uwaz- on pove.rty••worldwldo" la to be a major Prealdentlal initiative. 
a comprehen1lve planning effort wll1 be needed, as a major order of 
butlnesa, .d\ll'lng 1965. 

s. Wo believe you may want to talk about thla repol't ln a amall 
group,_ and Bundy will aek you for auch a meeting eoOIM 

Francia M. Bator 

McGeorge Bundy 

FMB:mst 

S:SGRST -
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Authority '??SC~ ?//1 / 1j · 
By f ,f.' , NARS, Date . S'/A/'7'1 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 25, 1964 

TOP SECRET - SENSITIVE .- PERSONAL - LITERALLY EYES ONLY 

MEMORANDUM TO: 

SUBJECT: 

Secretary Rusk 
Secretary McNamara 
Under Secretary Ball 

The Future of the MLF 

Against my own expectations of two weeks ago, I am reaching the 
conclusion that the U • . S. should now arrange to let the MLF sink out 
of sight. Whether this · should be done quickly or slowly is an important 
tactical question,. · but the overriding point which I wish to suggest in 
thi~ tightly limited group is that we should now ask the President for 
authori ty to wor~ toward a future in which the MLF does not come 
into existe.nce. 

1 

I reach thi s~ conclusion because it seems increasingly. clear that the 
costs of success would be prohibitive .. They would include at least 
the following: 

1. A deeply relu~t.ant and essentially unpersuaded Great Britain. 

2. A Germany whose governing .party was divided on this issue and 
whose participation was ambiguous in m~aning. 

3. Wiew;1y Additional ~trains on an Italian government which is weaker 
···and not str·o~ger as . a result of its last elections. 

4. At least a temporary setback in efforts to limit the spread of 
nuclear· w~apons by international agreement (those who believe strongly 
in such agreements, iri all countries, are skeptical of the MLF). 

5. A protracted and difficult Congressional struggle in which we 
would be largely deprive.cl of the one decisive argument -- that this 
ar~angement is what our major European partners really want. 

6. A ·constitutional debate in NATO which, even if successful, 
would provide _justification for further Gaullist outrages against the 
organization. 

7. A genuine and enduring blow t<;> Franco-German relations. which 
the Germans will ·blame on us. · 

'fOF .Si:CRJi:T · .. SENSITIVE - PERSONAL - LITERALLY EYES ONLY ..... . ·, 
(page 1 of 2 pages) 
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This is ~ot an attractive prospect, and the MLF is not worth it. 

From my _own conversations with the President, I am sure that he 
does not feel the kind of personal Presidential engagement in the MLF 
itself which ' wou~d make 'it difficult for him to strike out on .a new course 
if. we can find one which seems better. . I believe we can. · 

The . fundamental requirement is that we should work in harmony with 
the Germans, and my own judgment is that our first course should be 
to engage in a most intimate ·and careful discussion with Erhard himself. 
When he chooses to be, both his popularity and his position make him 
the undisputed political leader of Germany. I myself believe that he 
would be glad to join with t~e President of the United States in a radical 
defusing of the MLF .. and a proposal for a completely fresh look at the 
nuClear defenses. of .the Alliance, with an ostentatious inclusion of France 
in this p~ocess of discussion. 

As long as the Gerni'an Chancellor is treated with care and dignity by 
the Ame rica:ri President, I b~lieve we can meet the main purposes of 
the MLF, . at l~ast in the short run, · without paying its heavy costs. 

And even if a f~esh look should lead nowhere over the next year or two, 
we would still be. f~ee to take new steps with the Germans if the situation 
then demands ,it. I do not believe that any such steps need be worse 
than the. MLF is today.-

Since t~s question .is fundamental to the Johnson/Wilson talks, and 
since the. President counts ve.ry heavily upon the advice of the four of 
us, I hope very much that we ·may be able to .talk this matter out among 
ourselves .over: the weekend. I.am talling Dean Rusk separately to 
ask if he .will propose tin;ies at his convenience for a meeti~g under 
his cha~~~~mship. 

McGeorge Bundy 

TOP SECRET -,'SENSITIVE ~PERSONAL - EYES ONLY (page 2 of 2 pages) 
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THE WHITE HO USE 

WASHINGTON 

November 24, 19 64 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

The Advisory Board of the John F. Kennedy 
Memorial Lectures Fund of the University of 
Texas has asked me to give the inaugural lec-
ture sometime this winter. Aside from the pleas­
ure of going to Austin and receiving a modest 
honorarium which I could use for charitable con­
tributions, I would ordinarily not accept such an 
invitatio~ because I work for a man who notices 
every absence. But it occurs to me that you 
might think it appropriate and helpful for me to do 
this job in a part of the world which is so much 
your own. 

HI do this, it would probably be in March. 

Please do 

Please do~ 
Suit yourself ----

"1t1. /1 . 

McG. B. 
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Novelnber 20, . 1964 .. 
i'OP SECR:E r .. . · ... · . . 

TO THE PRESIDENT FROM BUNDY 

Our only very hot spot at the ·moment is th~ Congo. Here is where we are: 

'l. Vande~tne ~e;cen&ry colwnn is on its way with~ition .1>o ~ 
and ~uld r ·each sta.nie~e in 't'wo or three d~ys with luck. . . 

2. Reb~ls have ·broadcast another threat to American hostages 

using the ~ame of~. S. ; Consul Hoyt~~ kJ_J, .:._. ~# 
· 3. At. the ~ame time rebels have agreed to discuss with a U. S. 

repr.esentative in Nair".>~~~~d \\/~ a~e publicly ~cceptin~ this offer and 
. . : . . S:~. ""'-• "r./ .'f.~~ ~j ,./ 

proposing talks. ~.t ~oon tomor~~w1'with :Ambassador Attwoo~ speaking for 

us. 

4. The . B.elgial).s ar.e .res.istant to any concessions that Tshombe and Co. m.igJ 

find unacceptable, and accordingly Attwood's instructions will be quite · general 

and directed. at maintai:ning the palaver while warning strongly of consequences 

of any hostile ~ct: · .· .. A ttwoc>d .is a skillful negotiator and we hope very much · 

that these tal~ ~ill. ·help protect hostages while the Vander$J{ue colwnn.advances. 

5. Very weak s~clµ"it)" has now forced the Belgian .Government to announce 

that the troops with air support. ~re at 'Ascension Island afi a precautionary 

measure~ We have. confirmed this announcement. 
· :. '· 

6. Tomo:z.-row, iSaturday, .we s·hall need to consider whether it is wise 
. .. 

to ~dvance para.troopers ' _to Karrii~ or .to execute against Stanleyville. ~ J7 ._ 

George Ball and .I are · ~oth very cautious· at this point and would probably 
' . . .. 

, · . ·.- ':FOP SEORE~ 

. ' 
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recommend against -action when what we face is threat, not open act of 

violence. -R1rslz :za?·d _Harriman may be marginally more activist. All of 

us will: be much. ~f~~ted by Spaak' s · judgment at the time. ~ ~ 
~ . ~fu· . . 
. Bro~th and ~~:;e• ~ ~ here and fully informed, and 

can tell you ·more by telephone if you wish. 

I will also be fully informed and participate by teleph~ne in discussions .. 
tomorrow and S_uriday as .· needed• 

' The ·t~~ks in Nairobi, and ·the un~bstructed course of the Vander~lle 
column so far give ' me considerable hope that we can avoid the hazards of 

actual executi.on of. ·p~ratroop ~rop, but this situation is subject to change 

~t very short notice·. · · .. 
.. ·. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 19, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Your talk with Walter Lippmann 

At Tab A is the outline you asked for yesterday of 
the 25-year record and the achievement of 1964. 
It is still very thin, but I think it shows real promise. 
If you like it, you may want to hold on to it as an out­
line for the State of the Union, but bits and pieces of 
it would also fit into what you have to say to Lippmann. 

Lippmann is full of his European trip and will be just 
as glad to talk as to listen. The thing he admires 
most is the way you have defuzed the MLF crisis, at 
least from the point of view of the U. S. (The Franco­
German trouble is growing more and more acute.} 
He will be delighted to hear anything you want to tell 
him along the lines of your recent backgrounders. 
There is no harm in telling him that you are issuing 
Presidential orders on this matter. A copy of 
the NSAM which will be coming to you for signature 
on this subject is attached at Tab B, and it is ok 
to use it with Walter. He is the one truly discreet 
reporter I know. 

McG. B. 

21 



No-.c1mbe~ 18, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: tarael'a Reque•t to Deafer I111pectlon of the Dlmon Reactor 

1. E1hkol hu .•ent you a private plea. vla Mlke Feldman, to hold 
off luthar lnspoctlon of Israel•• §lmona reactor until after their Nowmber 
1965 el•ctlona. 

2. State and our lnteWg-.nco people teel that thla would be quite dangeroua. 

3. lerael ls •till making a number of auaplcloua movsa In the nuclear 
field (•ee attached). We eatlmate that between our laat lnepectlcm In 
January 1964 and NOYembel' 1965 it could accumulate euouah plutonlwn 
for one or two teat devlces. Thus th• detettea.t poaed by our lnapectlone 
l• more Important thau ever. Aleo. Ju.at~now we •re doubly worried about 
new prollleratlonJ It la no tlmo to let the l1raella tblnk we don't care. 

4. Though E1bkol l• haring aome trouble with tho ''hutd Uno0 pft>tea•• 
of Den Oul'lon in hl• Cabinet, wo doubt that they could u.e the lnepectlcm. 
laaue a3aln1t blm bocauao Ben Ourlon blmaelt allowed the flret la.epectlon• 
(and accepted tho prlnclple of periodic onea). 

5. Evon ao. we propoee a lrl•ndly comproml••: 

(1) We have to l111lat that tho laraell• keep their bargain tor 
a prompt laapecUoa. 

(2) However. to eaeo E1hkol11 problem• we won't aak tor another 
o~e before Nonmber 1965 (we've prevt01Sal7 l111lsted OA eoml·amsual 
lnapecUona but tarulle have evaded thle). 

(3) Ae an added aweetener, we won't pa•• the re•ult• to Naa1or 
before tarael•a electloua. You•u recall that clmna Naeaei- •••what 
really worried £ahko1 wben yOG aaw hlm laat Jue. 

'"•'d handle thl• by •ending .Ambaatador Barbor to ••o Eehkol 0 to deliver 
a prlvato meaaage from Pr••tdent Johnton. 0 

Mlko Feldman agree• tbla le reuonabl•. 

App~oved ________ _ a. w. Komer 

Meo. n. 
J)laapproved..__ ____ ~ 



November 18, 1964 

MD.f ORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Governor Stoveneon•a vl1lt 

1. Stevenson l• coming ln at 12:45 to ••• you alone before a 
1 o•clock meeting on UN problem• (Sam Belle and I will bo thare 
!or your •taft. and we have •ont lu a aeparate memo whlcb cover• tho 
A-rtlcle 19 pl'oblem aa lt now stand•). 

2. I do not know what Stevenson blmaeU wanta to dlacuaa. but I have 
talked a little. with Dean Ruak about hl• thought• on Steveneon•• future. 
Eva~ne expects that the Governor wll:l •tar on thStoaah the comlna 
aoaa!on of tbe General A••embly. but It !a not eo clear what he will 
want to do afterwards. .Ru•k baa tho\i&bt that be mlght wteh to 10 
aa Amba•sador In London (he I.• v•'IY populal" ln the United Kingdom, 
la both pant.ea). On the other hand, he may wlab to go on wbere he 
la, and I do not thlnk Dean would wlab to propoae a change apluat 
Steveneon•e preference. He ha• ·beeu a very eftectlve Ambaaeador 
at New Yoiak. and of courae he atlll baa an tmpoietant following here · 
at homo. 

3. U Stevonaon dld wlah to leave, Ruak' • candidate for the appointment 
ln Now York would be Harlan Cleveland, and while Cleveland I• a little 
bit atu.Uy In manno:r, I would think hlm an excellent choice. Ho le a real 
master of tho •ork ot tbo Uolted Natlon• and of United State• policy ln 
that forum. Hla ftrmne11 and good Judgment bore lu the Department 
have been the ancho~ for Steven1on11 own per!ormance. Moreover,: hta 
Deputy. Jo1epb Sieco, la admlnbly quallfled,to be A••~•tant SecretaJT 
11 Cleveland leavee. The appointment ln New Yo1'k le a glamorous one 
and widely coveted. tnit t thlnk the Judgment or In.formed critic• and. 
commentator• would be that Cleveland'• appointment wa• llrat-rate. 

4. AU thl• aan.mea. l repeat. that Adb.l may wlab to move on, and 
neither Rusk. nor I ba•lfan1 dlroct evidence on thl• point. Whatever ble 
plan•• he will probably want to tell them to you f1r1t. 

McG. B. 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority STATE letter JUL 191978 
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November 11. 1964 

MEMOllANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Your mooting wltb 1ohn McCone today at 1:15 
~ i 

Mr. Bundy aaked that the followiq la.formation bo brought to your 
attention prior to your meeting wUh Cl.A X>lrectol' McCone this altornoon.: 

l. Mr. McCone bu repeated to Mr. BWldy hl• desire to be relieved 
aa Director of CIA ln due cou.rae. Hl• reaaOD.8 laelude the necoe.tty 
of attending to famlly b.11lne1a, a• well as hie ao4 hla wife'• Weat Coaet 
n aponslbllltloe. 

2. Mr. McC0110 ha.a glvon no clear lndlcatlon aa to the t!me ol hlo 
leaving hl• poat, and a queetloo aa to hl• lntentlon1 would be appropriate. 

3. Mr. McCone ha• eald It would l>o hl1bl1 uaelul lf hie aucce1eor 
were named iu e11ouah In advance so that McCone could Introduce hlo 
aucceaaor to h1• lntolU1enco colleagues dttrla.g tho courae of a 
famlllariaaUon trip of aomo two mootha to the Far East and Europe. 

4. McCono baa thought about who ehould succeed hlm. Hl• preferred 
candidate la apparently Roawell Ollpatrlc, who la al10 strongly aupponod 
by Secretuy lluak and Secretuy McNamua. 

5. Mr. Buudy recall• the •pedal knowled1• which Clark Cllftord 
bu In thl• area. and auac••t• you may wl1h to tolepbcme blm prior 
to your dl1c.u1alon wlth Mr. McCone. 

Bromley Smltb 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority '/15 C I~ --3- ?? 
By, ~ , NABS, Date b - d)/ - /)( 



Novem~ 16. 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THJC HONORABLE CARL ROWAN 

The Pre11dut now •pprcwee ol your relaa•lna 
the ~•JOR OA forelp media nactloa '° the 
U. S. electloa. Be waute lt vezty clea_. • bow­
ever, 1hat wJaea 7011 do releaae It tt le la 
n•»Ou• to lulltent preae la.'IGbT IUld aot 
ae a USIA lllltlattve or a USIA pull for the 
Prealdent. I 

McGeorge Bady 



T HE WHI T E HOUS E 

W AS H I N G TON 

November 13, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Foreign Media Reaction to the U. S. Election 

1. I got word from Buz that you would like us to spread to 
appropriate press people the contents of the November 5 report 
of USIA on foreign media reaction to the U. S. election. There is 
a problem about this. 

2. I talked to Carl Rowan and find that it has been routine practice 
for some years to provide these ·summaries to the press on demand. 
As I understand it, this procedure is the result of the Moss Com­
mittee fuss about concealing relevant information on U. S. prestige 
in 1960. There is nothing classified about this material, and since 
the USIA people do not push it, no one has ever complained that in 
making it available USIA is moving into the domestic field. 

3. Rowan's belief is that the most we can get out of this by private 
peddling to newspapers is possibly a single column by one of the more 
easily fed writers. He has had requests for the material from the 
wire services and thinks we would get more news that way. However, 
we both think this course should have your explicit approval. 

Approved ------

Disapproved---+ 

Speak to me J ----

inc.(. ~-
McG. B. 



Mac: 

The President would like for you to obtain the November 5 

Foreign Media Reaction to the U. S. Election Report from 

Carl Rowan and to give the contents of the press wide circulation 

through your appropriate friends in the Press. The President 

wants to be careful not to identify the material as having been 

compiled by USIA .... and wants no press release of it. 

Busby 

11-10-64 
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ME~ORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT& Congo Sltuatlon 

November 16, 1964 

1. The question: Do we concur In the Belgians• de1lre to pre­
po1ltlon Belglan paratroopere at Brltlah Aacen1lon Island ln the South 
Atl&i:ltlc, 22 hour• from Stanleyvllle? 

---

2. Becommendatlont Stato, Defense, and Bundy recommend concurrenco. 

J. Tho altUatlon: Mercenary advance on St.anleyvllle besln• tomorrow 
and ahould drlvo robela out within 3 or 4 da.ye. In thl• perlod the ea!ety 
of 30 Americana and 800 other £orelgnor1, moatly Belgian, will be ·endangered. 
Spaak and Prime Mlm•tor LeFetne wleb to roduco our ·reaction tlmo from 
three daya to one. 

4. .A• we acn•d •t the Ranch, lt seoma beat to let Belgians take the 
lead oc thfs and to be guided by tbelr Judgment. They know the Congoleae 
better, and thelr catlonala outnumber oura by 30 to 1. Nevorth•l•••• It 
l• our oflldals who have been directly threatened. and all 'the transport 
wl11 be U. s . .Air Foiic::e. Solt!• an Important declelon. 

5. We can atlll hope that tho re1cue ope~atlon will not be uece•aary, 
because any actlon of thle kind will have real polltlcal coUI ln the Congo 
and may involve the death of Innocent Americans by panicky rebel reaction. 
Neverthele••• the po1atble coet of oppoalng the Belgian .recommendation 
uocH clearly greater than tho co1t of concurrence. 

6. The requirement for your consent to !urther movement of thla 
IOl'c• wlll remain. lt l• probable that the next recommendation will bo to 
movo the paratroop• to Kamlna 1n the Katanga Provlnco of the Congo. 
Thi• will put them only 4 houre-from Stanleyvlllo. and wblle lt Increase• 
s-lak of rebel panic, lt wlll alao lncrea•e the warning algnal that we are 
nady to act lf neceaaary. Thls dedelon may come tomorrow, and 
Seci-etary Ru•k will brlns lt to you directly U nece••a~. 

McG. B. 

40P SEGB.ET 

cc: alC:.s 
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·THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS lUNOTON . 

November 14, 1964 

~sECR:S'f 

NATiON~L SECURITY ACTION MEMOOANDUM NO. 318· 

MEMORANDuM FOR 

THE SECRETARY OF STA TE 
THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

Subject: The Future of' the Nuclear Defense of the Atlantic 
Alliance · 

1. In .the next months we face highly important negotiations 
and decis~ons, ~n this subject. These decisions relate not only 
to the MLF proposals now under discussion in Paris, but to the 
interests and concerns of the new British Government. It is 
also obvious that we shall have to take careful account of the 
interest~ and purposes of France. 

z. Our own interest is, as it has be~n, to find the most effec­
.. tive means of advancing the partnership of the Atlantic Com­

munity in nuclear d~fense as in other matters, and to do this 
without giving encouragement to the spread of nuclear weapons • 

. 3. To carry out these purposes effectively, it is essential 
tha~ this Govemment should be united, and accordingly it is my 

· desire · that all of. the activities of this Government relating to 
the nuclear defense of the Atlantic Alliance should be fully 

· coordinated among the White House, the State Department and 
the Defense Department. 

4. Mo~e spe~ifically, I desire that all officers of this Govern­
ment who travel overseas to discuss this matter ·should have 
written ·instructions cleared in the White House, the State 
Departln.ent and the Defense Department. Such instructions, 
where approp_riate, should also be used by other officers of this 
Government as guidance. · 
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5 •· I also desire that the Secretary of State and the Secretary 
:of Defense should make an explicit designation of those officers 
who are authorized to discuss these problems with the press, 
and that other· officers should be instructed to refrain from 
suc;h discussion during .this period of critical negotiation. A 
parallel arrangement will be instituted in the White House. It 
is critically important that this Government should speak with 
one voice on· this " subject in the future • 

·: ,. 

6. Finally, .I request that detailed r~commendations and pro­
,posals should be worked out for qiy consideration by the end of 
thi.s ·month so that there· may ·be time for careful consideration 
and decision before ·my meeting with Prime Minister Wilso·n on 
December 7 and 8~ -

l .. 

I ' 

'.· . . ·.. . . ..... • 
SEC'i\E'f' 

Dispatched i1(16i 64 (Rcpts ... nos ~ · 657-658) 

l xerox cy D~vid Kle~ .. · :: ,. ' • .· .. 
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November 13, 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PIU:mDENT 

I think tho attached letter irom Tde Comn 
wlll lntere1t you, although 1t•s tar from 
clear to me what, lf anything, we can do 
about lt. I have eect a copy to Bob McNamua, 
f~ bl• informatl.on. 

Meo. B. 

~attachment 
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T .RISTRAM COFFIN 

November 4, 1964 

Dear Mr • . Bundy: 

I thought you would like to know of a 
future str·atagem of the Goldwater opposition on the. defense 
issue. 

An effort · will be made to have Senator Margaret Chase 
Smith as the spokesman for th is extreme . point of view on 
the Armed Services Committee and in the Senate. The instrument 
of this conversion is Brig. Gen. V/illiam Lewis Jr., her 
·administrative assi ·stant, and a member of Goldwater's 
9999th Air Fo~ce: Reserve.~ Lewis is a reservist. 

Lewis is respon.sible for Mrs. Smith's vote against the 
test ban treaty. · .He· is ,responsible for mr appearing on a 
TV program upholding Goldwater's views on · defense. ( She had 
been so cool to · Goldwater after the GOP convention I had some 

_ \ h ho~ that) w. w ld abandon him and had, in fact, written a 
~~-s~tatement fer· her .• ) 

But .Lewis has · become very anxious to add another star, an:l to i .. 
succeed. Goldwater as head c£ the 9999th, and apparently 
the · Arizona Senator a.aid he would reconrnend him on bo·th scores. 

A strange .personal factor is involved. Lewis is, for all 
intents and purposes, the senior Senator :f'rom Maine. He dictates ; 
i'1lrs. Smith's views, her friends, and her social schedule, and 

1

• 

is extremely jealous of anyom who might have any influeme over 
her. He became terribly up set when, a short time after Mr. 
Johnson became . President, he called Mrs. Smith for advice two 
or three ti mes. They md been together on tm old House Naval , 
Affairs Commit.tee, as well as the Senate Armed Services Committee~ 
So, for this added reason, Lewis is ready to do anything he I 
can to hurt the Presi dE11.t. ;1 

The President may wish to re-examine the question odf 
the reserve status of members · of' Congress and their aides. 

' .. " 

The best legal judgement I have heard is that being w active 
reservist is a plain violation ·or the Constitution. that is for 
a n¥3mber of Congre.ss. · 

i . 

• • t • • • • 
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NOYember 11. ·- 196' 

MEMORANDUM TO THE Pll.ESIDEMT 

SUBJECT t :Bady Playa Booby 

I have two om.of.town ea1a1emoat• DUt week whf.ch I 
pz-opoH to •tntch a little (anle•• yoa complala .. ,.,. 
loudly) la tlw Uaht of my noble and &.voted ••rvlce la 
Wa1Magtoa wldle mo1t ol the eta.ff ha• been oa holiday 
la tlae day• abace the elecUon, to wlts 

1. A Ylalt to New York oa Mooda7 p.m. aad T.eatl.ay 
for a 1peech to a lot ol educ:atlooal tycocm• Tue•day 
eftld•I• ud a couple of dhmera with Ma1T at a n1tful 
dl•tane• from the children.., 

2. A 'ri1lt to Boaton from Frlday eveDlna to Sunday 
aftenaooo fff tbe pvpo1e ol watc.hla1 the Jlanu4• play 
the Yale•• ta the company of our olde1t aon (who l• aow 
at Grotoa Scbool) and bl• paadmott.r, who nmalu ycnsr 
devoted admlnr. 

I expect to do a Utile hit of work ta New York alld Boatoa 
ta •cwtla1 foJJ f n•h tal•nt, but I woald not want you to 
thlak tbat I wlU he wcwkla1 full time oa elthe• expedltloa. 
My office will be ccwend by Bromley Smtth at. both tlm••· 

MUT ••J• that you are oa ao aecOUDt 'to coaatrue the•• two 
expedltloa• •• a Y&C&tloa. She t• maklDI ••puate plan• 
and will lalae a later ultlmahlm OD tJda polat. 

MCO. B. 



November 11, 196' 

MEMOBANDVM FOil THE PRESIDENT 

Tile fu•t paragraph of. tbe eacloeed letter 
la a me•saae from Chip Bohlen whlcb la 
wortll readm, becau• he 19 a very abrewd 
Jwlae ol the wa., Europeane Judie ue. I 
am •v• be la rlabt about JOU pread1• there 
after the election. 

McG. B. 



November 11. 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOil THE PRESIDENT 

Tbl9 le Tarlcw•• lataat, wblda le '"IT allPdJ . 
eacoaapa, •• aplut th• d••crlpdoa tbat we 1an , 
pv ,..-... ,. We are aow aolaa abea4 with , 
pl••• foz- bl8 ntva. •Mela will i-obably '9 ••t for l 
early Ill tbe we.it alter uxt ratbe• thaa next week. %-

McG. B. 

NODB lSIS 



NOYember 9. 196' 

MEMOllA.Ml>ttM FOR TH& Pl\ES1D.ENT 

At Tab A. fer JGUI' approYal,. ar• Cul• H.erter•a 
~UOD• coac.•ralq tbe u.s. tt.E:ccepUoAa 
Ll1t" to~ th• Koanedr llouad • • the llet of it..m• on 
ftld& we W01al4 aot. ofter a 50'1. tarlU cut. Tho --recommn.d&Uoll• are tho omc·oru.o ol ti. elaborate 
W.r-a1encr proce4un calle4 fo~ la tU Tracie 
.r.,&uloa Act. TMr were apprcwecl la•t week bJ 
a Cabtut·l•ffl committee ct a11 lateii••ted •a•aclea. 

At Ta~ B are m.-oraada ll'om Hod&•• alld J"cldmaia 
n.deCiiiii •llldetJ abou' d\e. lt.rte:r recommnd.aU.. 
r..-rdlac cottoa &Ad wool tatll••· 1 am lncllae4 to 
think th&t &Mtr are wi-oaa and Hort.r rlpt. A aoi. 
to &b&t .Uect l• &tao at Tab D. 

Tbe ta.bUq oi uceptlo.n• ll•ta 1• &e:Jaeduled for out 
MoaUr, November 16. IA oz.der to meet that 
aclaochale, Herter wlll Geed. JOU •PFOY&l bf 
approxtmatolr 11mradaf noon. 

McC. B. 

FMB:djw 



At~ .are tba ~ W1 l'elOMa ~ oa O.la 
Be¥tu•a xeea1 ra&rtlou - eo\ten ana 1'I001 tU'Ulee. 

~ .et\91 tatU... lllfOS'ta· of wb1c:h an lbd.tfMl 
by tbe r.on~ Al'ZaotJCllHllt (Ul'A). both hltllan --' 8:ldge9 
~ i11 ·ti. Barter nec11 1n1&Uoa .B to pat. cottoA ca 
th• eswptiou llat--to offew a fUU .. awUI Ct.It. stw.ir 
~ 1s oaty t.o ceoozd 8cao abvl•ia9, lmd, in LUtJJer•e 
cue. to -1c• clear ~ b1e coacunac:e 1• atitjftd to the 
coatlcmed operadoa of th L!"A. 

~41Dg mt ~atilee, too. JI04lea doee "°' VJ.ab bia 
1•t'tu to?» rep:a.d aa • 8Plfl61 trm& Bol:tft•• ncmn. r·n.sa­
tioQ. De baa aS.sgi.111ap •. haWnar. on two ~· 

1. .&11 &91'ACiea ._.. that v. ahould oUu a f'DU 501' 
recblct.lM £n the tariff OD J8! m.\• Undo• 8 lf.,.. Gl\'ft 
obli..UC-. heh a ~ ast 'be •tebed - an eq,ui•leat 
cwt in t:bat part of the tuiff Oii wool "1dch 
cc.,.,,.atH u.s. ldlla tor ·th9 -=a coat of 11.lftf ~ -. 
to Ule tu'U1 01I '1001. ~ .~ • naqd boa dMt 
8GpJtGlt d au ~ fib.ei: thaa COil ltft'ce--tba~ .. abidtl 
by our Glft abJ iptloa. Jlo4gas W01Jld pn!e:rr ~J.ee. · 
CGleu we follow s.tcn:. i-tair. .a.pan, n4 ti. v.a. will 
~ £tnrdte tbelr ~lglata Ullt!eJ: tb9 G&W. .. uoald "'° 
~ by nUliat1on ..a tiOUld end up bari'Q9 to ake 
~Ual ta.rift c:oncHalou bJ' vaz o~ -
~· _,,.le cue le ·..a. -.zw • lull 50J' C\lt ta 
the 4'1ty OD wool bJ a 
sos cut 11.\ the Ut:U:f CA rai t1001...wil1 teaa to nauee. 11 
onl~ ~ .Ugtttl7. Ule. - etdofetl ~ .lategl'ated 
voolea ~·· 1~ will !apaov.. tho ..,.uu.,. pnltion 
of the ..u.r 1-). 
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2. tJbl· other -- #61ae4 by ~ erxroeru tbe 
~··•'-1 s-ft O! 00 t.ulff OQ wool~--· 
auter nca1al1Si!8 ea~ u ...,... the ·~•"*7 
~' ·~ tba ....... ter.Uf .. , ... wb.lcb w .... 
·teout. ,,.., all~ tenth .llllOlb •pl.aced• u. 
....,et .. u.t. Jb198 ·llOl\14 ~- to 844 t:btt ~· "' 
..- o1 tllJOd ltw cno .111••>· au .... ta .a.. too .1... b. ---ta -~ -~ ............ ,, t'Ms• 
are .IW)lt 1tw liblda wu»:.- t'* - ttae7 .., recalft. 
C.._ of tho tuiffs u 1Mue ao •t ~ rlq .l.owla.) 

I W.OUl.4 reOtWOtl i tJd)t !M1 bec1c &rte. • Md bl• 
PIO.Pl• .... cbDo· • J:t•d:dbl• - ..... tbe put . ....i 
acatba ia ~ cs\ .. •eed un.. .. .. the N1 •QHtCC' of state ... ~. netwa4 atdnl'hn, .-us.. 
t.aboct llrf4 tJMI .COQaei1 Of J!:COa'alg Abiaor•r111a.,,._. 0•.ttrce 
'8 1oftls to ~-

..... 
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Mac: 

Prepare a letter carrying out these 
recommendations to appropriate 
people. 

LBJ/mf 
11-10-64 
9:30p 

(Mr. Bundy, he was pointing to page 
4 when he said the above.) 

~ 

... 
f 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I N G T O N 

s;u;cRE r November 8, 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: NATO Nuclear Policy y_;,;;._ __ 

This subject will be high on the agenda for our talks on Tuesday, and 
the following memorandum is designed to indicate ( 1) where the problem 
is now; (2) how the various parts of your Government see it; (3) what the 
solution may be; and (4) the guidance that you might wish to give at 
this stage. 

1. Where the problem is now 
When you last saw it, the multilateral force was proceeding through 
technical discussions in Paris, with a proposed target of agreement among 
participants by December. This was always optimistic, but the Germans 
and our MLF advocates both wanted a target to keep the work going. 
In the last six weeks three things have happened: 

( 1) The Germans rather clumsily gave too strong an impression 
that we and they might go ahead bilaterally. We gently cooled this idea. 
But it is still in the background. Our official position is one of supporting 
this force on a multilateral basis and believing that there will be a number 
of European participants when the time comes. 

(2) The British Labour Government has adopted a much more 
flexible and interested posture than it had taken in opposition. Gordon 
Walker advanced unofficial proposals by which the United Kingdom would 
become a member of a new NATO nuclear group, using its Polaris submarines 
as its major contribution, with possible add-ons from aircraft and perhaps 
even a reluctant token contribution to the MLF itself. These proposals 
are carefully unofficial. Our response has been to show interest and to 
emphasize the importance of finding a system which meets the interests 
of the Germans. But we recognize and respect the British desire not 
to buy a whole new weapons system just two years after Nassau (to specialists 
in this subject, what is fascinating is the very close relation between 
Labour's current attitude and that of the Home Government - - the only 
important differences are those of political imagery, and on the whole 
those differences may make it a little easier for Labour than for the 
Conservatives to join in a new package deal). 

(3) Meanwhile, back from South America, and ready for bear, 
General de Gaulle has been informed that this damnable thing may happen 
if he doesn't do some thing about it. From his point of view that would be 

a disaster, because it would tie the Germans and the British, and probably 

-SECRET -
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the Italians and the Dutch, to an Atlantic nuclear defense policy. 
The General honestly believes in what he calls a European policy. 
Moreover, both he and his devoted French followers honestly believe 
that only what is French is European and vice versa. So the French 
Government, by public statements, background briefings, and diplomatic 
d~marche, has declared that the MLF is hostile to France and incompatible 
with a proper European policy. 

2. How the various parts of your Government see it 

In broad outline, Rusk, McNamara, Ball, and I have very similar 
fundamental views. We believe that the MLF is the least unsatisfactory 
means of keeping the Germans well tied into the alliance, but we see it 
as a means, and not an end in itself. We are strongly opposed to a 
bilateral German-American bargain, although we are willing to make others 
just a little bit nervous by refusing to be categorical on this subject in public. 
We want the British in the game, just as we did at Nassau, and we are not 
disposed to make their task more difficult by sticking to a rigid formula --
or timetable. Guidance has already gone out to the field making it clear 
that we no longer expect final agreements in December - - or even in January. 

Behind this basic agreement there are divergences. Dean Rusk 
rightly finds the French behavior outrageous, and I think he believes we 
are required to engage in a public debate against them. To a considerable 
extent he is surely right, but I feel - - and I think Bob does too - - that it 
is important for us to be more polite and more forthcoming than the French 
deserve, at every stage, in order to weaken their claim that we are 
deliberately encircling them and trying to prevent a European Europe. 

Bob McNamara is sometimes torn between his very sound political 
assessments and his obligations as a salesman of dollar-earning hardware. 
For example, one significant element in the British position may be their 
need to keep in the business of producing use able and saleable aircraft. 
The best way of doing this politically is probably to license the TFX for 
production under a British name and paint-job, but that might cut into our 
own TFX market, and so Bob may be resistant. One of our jobs is to 
introduce McNamara the statesman to McNamara the merchant and make 
sure they do not get in each other's way (I am trying to make a beginning 
on this, but while the statesman always listens to Dean and sonE times to me, 
the merchant will listen only to you}. 

Potentially more dangerous than these marginal differences among 
your senior advisers is the fact that for at least two years the MLF has been 
handled at lower levels of the Government by men who have a passionate 

SECRE'f' 
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commitment to their own view of Europet of Germany, of the MLF, and of 
wise U. S. policy. These men are determined to make the Europeans 
do what is good for them, and at the moment their one and only medicine 
is the MLF as it stands. I think George Ball has softened these men a 
little in the last two weeks; some of them are now prepared to give a 
little to the new British Government. But they are still governed by an 
attitude of rigid hostility to the French, paternalistic domination of the 
Germans, and a serene conviction that if only Presidents will say what 
they tell them to, all will be well. They also tend to believe, against all 
experience, that if Uncle Sam plays the firm nanny, the British can be 
forced out of the independent nuclear business for their own good. 
These men drive the French and the British up the wall. 

In addition to these troubles within the Executive Branch 
there is a major Congressional hurdle down the road. A curious collec-
tion of liberals, Joint Committee ~tom-guarders, and neo-isolationists 
would probably beat the MLF today if there were a totally free, silent, 
secret vote in the Senate. All of this can be turned around if we get a 
bargain that has wide European support, and it is not an immediate problem, 
but we should have it in the back of our minds. 

3. Outlines of a solution 

I strongly believe that this complex and challenging problem 
can and should be resolved over the next 6 to 9 months. The outlines of 
an answer are already visible, and they would include; 

( 1) A new name for the enterprise -- the one which looks best 
right now is "Atlantic missile force." 

(2) A process of control which gives us a veto over any 
firing and gives to major European participants a veto over any element 
to which they themselves have made a major contribution. 

( 3} An ostentatiously open attitude to the French, with repeated 
invitations to membership and repeated offers of "cooperation" if they 
choose to stay outside. 

(4) An interlocking set of financial and political bargains on 
details in which the dominant object is to make the British and the Germans 
see their common interest in agreement. 

- SECilE'f' 
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4. What you now need to do about it. 

All this will take time, and much careful thought and action. 
I believe what it requires from the Presidency right now is: 

( 1) A clear signal to all departments that this problem is 
Presidential business and that all activities in support of U. S. policy 
in this field must be reported to the White House and have such 
clearance as the White House requires. 

(2) An order that all negotiators and travellers working on 
this problem have written instructions cleared by State, Defense, and 
the White House (this is important because emissaries of State 
below Dean Rusk and George Ball often take a rather hard and dogmatic 
line, while emissaries of Defense tend often to be either merchandisers 
or military skeptics). 

( 3) An order that a detailed U. S. position be developed for 
discussion and decision by you in advance of Harold Wilson's visit, which 
could and should lead to a private understanding between you and him 
that would then be widened through the Germans and Italians to lay the 
necessary base for the whole enterprise. 

After you have heard Rusk and McNamara on Tuesday, you may 
wish to confirm instructions of this sort, revised as you then decide. 

aEGRET 

1>t J. f3. 

McG. B. 
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-GOMF"IfiENTIAL - EYES ONLY 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Staffing the White House 

November 8, 1964 

Determined to be an 
administrative marking 

By M~ On 4-/r-/1? 

1. I have now talked to Clark Clifford, Bob McNamara, and 
Ralph Dungan about this problem, and I think you ought to have a talk 
yourself with all three of them while you are making up your mind. 

2. With some give and take and marginal differences of opinion, 
I find general agreement with the broad outline that Bill Moyers and I 
discussed with you on the phone. It is agreed that we need about a 

._/ 

half a dozen senior men who work directly for you, and it is agreed also 
that in different ways Abe Chayes, Tom Finney and Joe Califano all have 
high qualifications. I think Clark may be somewhat less convinced than 
the rest of us that you need someone new as your chief lawyer, and he is 
also more doubtful than the rest of us that we ought to try to get Tom 
Finney (who is obviously a linchpin in his own office). 

3. In two other offices I have personal views: 

( 1) I wonder if Larry O'Brien really wants to quit right away. 
I should think he might enjoy working with the new Congress, which is 
so much more hopeful than the old one. Gossip has it that he has not 
yet made a choice as to what he will do next, and I think you might well 
keep him for a year or so if you ask him yourself. 

(2) I do think George Reedy is miscast in the Press Office. 
He can and should do very good work as a thoughtful adviser with no 
24-hour-a-day responsibilities, but I doubt if he can survive the pressures 
of that office. One very interesting possibility for the Press Office would 
be Jack Valenti. There is no more important job in the White House, and 
I believe Jack could and would set a wholly new standard of performance. 
One of the absolutely central requirements is that the Press Secretary 
should be known to have full access to the President. Jack has it. 
He also has administrative skill and strong news sense, and with the 
right deputies he could be Press Secretary and also do a lot of your 
other business. Moreover, the Press Secretary has to be with the Pres­
ident wherever he goes, and at the same time he has status and rank 
which would make people stop speaking of Jackja s your courier. 

--· 
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4. On balance, my candidate for Ralph Dungan's job if Tom Finney, 
in part because this is Ralph's own strong feeling, and his judgment on 
this matter is very good. Probably Tom would not wish to be the man 
merely in charge of recruiting -- important as that job is -- but he 
could also take on a good deal of your political work, because he has 
judgment and flair in this field too, as his work in Atlantic City shows. 
What Tom would have to have is a clear standing as one of your senior 
aides. I am sure he would not come as deputy or assistant to any of 
the rest of us. This is also true of Abe Chayes, and it is really quite 
understandable. 

5. On a somewhat separate subject, I want you to know that I fully 
understand the force of your comment that you do not want to see people 
being fired in the newspapers. The Celebrezze case is a very good 
sample of how unhelpful gossip can be. At the same time, I think you 
may want to be careful yourself in what you say to members of the 
Administration and to the press about your current team. Bob McNamara 
and I both feel, for example, that it is very important that John McCone 
should be allowed to carry out his often-expressed desire to go back to 
private life, and I think in the current post-election mood of exhilaration 
he would change his mind if you told him to. 

There is every reason to be as gentle and sympathetic as 
possible with people and to prevent the press from eating them all alive 
(if we can), but you do not want to tie your hands out of kindness. 

-CONFID:SN!'.PIAL -
EYES ONLY 

McG. B. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 6, 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Harold Wilson's visit to you 

1. David Harlech has called and informed me that the Prime 
Minister still wants very much to accept your invitation to Washington, 
but ·finds that December is getting crowded. He thinks the space between 
the rising of Parliament about the 11th of December and the meeting of · 
the NATO Ministe~s on the 14th is too narrow (Rusk, Ball, and I also think 
so). Then atiiie time after NATO and before Christmas he slides over 
and suggests that it might be best to come here early in January. 

2 •. Early January will be terribly crowded for you with the State of 
the Union and preparations fo.r the Inauguration - - and George Ball 
points out that it is also just before a probable de Gaulle press conference 
and that it woul~ not be a good time for a meeting of the Anglo-Saxons. 
To put the meeting off 'lµltil late January, on the other hand, would 
undoubtedly create a feeling in Germany that we were f~lling into a 
British plan of indefinite delay. 

3. So it is our. feeling here that it would be very much better to get 
Wilson in and out of Washington before Christmas, and I would like to 
have your permission to propose to David Harlech that the meeting occur 
on or about the 21st or 22nd of December (a Monday and Tuesday). 

4. I would like at the ·same time to suggest to David that such a meeting 
should be advertised as a consultation and not a time of binding decisions. 
It is essential that the Germans and Italians be in on the ground flQor of 
any basic Atlantic decision, and that the French be invited to join as well. 
Moreover, .we do not ne.ed final decisions of the kind that were forced 
upon us at the Nassau meeting of 1962. 

5. When David Harlech c;:alled me, I sounded him out as to what Wilson 
really wanted and whether he was definitely excluding a meeting before 
Christmas, and I got the clear impression from David that if we press 
for a December meeting we can get one -- and that Harlech himself thinks 
it would be wise to do so. 

6. When I next speak to you on the phone, I will ask for your reaction 
to this memorandum. 
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November s. 196' 

MEMOOJNDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Sabject: ,~~tloa R•,era Th,...adaz: Moralaa 

l. Tber• l• etW no rea•OD to apeed yOtir return Ml'•· 
'·•:" . 

z. Sooadlap with Heuy WllaoD ud 1-dbectly wltb Larry O'Bl'le• 
auu••t tbat the moat Important. ddns to kffp a band on la tbe or1antaa­
tloa of tb.e Hou•. · Tbe Speaker le tb• eort of maa wbo talka to the pre•• 
ea1U7, aacl W. Wea• may aot b• Jou•· It may be pefal for yoa. to talk 
wltJa O'Brlea and perlaapa wl&A the Speaker hlm••lf to keep him from CGD.• 

dulou or commitments tbat ml1bt complicate your tJ*oWem. WU.on•• 
own l••UJll 19 daat It ta po••lbl• aa.d lmpOl'taat to c)aaap tile tradltloul 
15·10 Waye and Mew Commlti.e aad the Speab• may take eome talk1D1 
to. WU.o a110 feels that tbe llberah ID tbe Houae DMd a llttlo more 
recopltloa than the Speaker l• likely to glve them baaalated. 

3. I bad a flral talk with Abe Cba7ea aad wblle there ar~ · prohlem• to be 
dealt wttb.. lie wouW I tlalak be yery mu.ell hatereated la c'omtas to tile 
Wtdte Hou••• your Coauel. Tllb woGld meaa a cbolce. however. 
between lalm aml Mlk.e FeWmaa. becaue Mlke wou1411ot •tar wW. another 
maa ho14lq tb• Cowaeel'• job. lam talldaa co Clark Cllffor4 about W. 
at huacb today and will ba,,. a fllrtber report later. I also 1n1tan to talk 
It owr with Bob McNamara becau.ee ll• bows botb tlae people and the 
problem• t&Yolved. 

4. Ralph Duapa le ••adlaa you a recommendatloa oa Executive Alarl•• 
la tbe Wlalle H"8•· Moyers and I ba-ve pa1eed tlila Job to Wm beca111e 
he la a 4epartlag hero aDcl can alve a more objective oplldoa. Tbe one 
tlllaa 1 wCM&14 •qgeet l• tbat wltlaom weference to wl:&at you may do Uotat 
dae reat of t!ae •ta1f, JOI& caa lulrt no oae el••'• feellqa If yoa 1lve Ralph 
tile hlaJae•t pOaelble pay le .... l lor tbe period betweea th~ date ol. the pay 
.-aue a.ad W• 4eparsue. Th• Dlmpu bave a lara• famllJ am no 
ind.epeadut re1ovcea • 

I wlll aend cable• later to. Ua.e day on Sositbea•t Aala aftd on Atlaadc policy. 

McG. B. 
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NovemlJ•r s. 1964 

!'OR THE PaESJDENT_ l'aoM BUNl>Y 

l. £ileraetlc lAtulrle• up and dOWD &lTe DO &Ood eYldeace 88 to ub ere 
Sswc 10& ht. •torr on a Humphrer trlp to Europe lD tbla mor!Wla•• Times. 
J have ••• uaced throoak aad demollahe4 tour or llv• po111ble explaraa• 
tlou • hlclodlal a report that l myaeU wae tb.e ao\lrce • - wblch I wae riot. 
MJ cu~eat cu••• la tbat wldeapread bowled&• datlal way baclc. of poealble 
Humpby vl1lt to ParU&meAtarlam waa parlayed by Seulc In typical l•MP0111lble 
faahlon. I fta.d. ao r•peat AO nldence that Humplmf '• own atflce was lDvolv•d, 
u4 I am etuJ!y per•uaded that the Stai. DepartineAt I• not repeat not pllty 
bl thla ca••• U only beca.11ae tta. Department ltaelt .baa beea preoccui>l•4 with 
plau for George Ball*• own pertect11 le1ltlmate trlpa. Soa-ry not to be 
more 1-lpful. 

2. Soutbea•t Aala plaomaa continue• ·wStb. real proare•• tu departmental 
ataU work and pro1pect of •erloua propoaa11 1tead1 lor Cabinet le.el 

· 4bcu•!on Monday. Aay day after tbat Ru1Jc, MeNamara aa4 I coGld come 
.to the llaAcb. add l tJd.nk there would be ~- le •ucb & me•tlDg. Dominant 
· J)reaeut Ylewrr la carelally graduate4 1Dcrea1e of .pre1111re "with careful 
poUU.cal prepatatlon and maximum eflort to obtain advanc• and contlnuina 
•upport of u many otMr governments aa poaalble. 

3. Curreat thluln.a oo European. problem le tbat we ab.ould do moi-e . 
l11te=aln1 than tal1dn1 oo MLF .n\\Cleu front wblle Brltl1h aucl lrl•Ddlr 
c011tlae~1 explore each other'• tblnklna.' A more Immediate queetlon 
ma7 be P'*Jlll po••d wltb ro•pect to Oermaa paw prlce"decltlOAe 
&Dd we will ••lid Jclu a week .fJAd. memorandum on that oue~· 8ut no 
repeat ao immediate dedelon 19 required. 

SEGRE I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 27, 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Your meeting with Patrick Gordon Walker 

1. Last-minute reports say that Gordon Walker has given 
very good assurances on Brit~~h Guiana and that the preliminary 
discussions of the MLF problem,, are to be continued by agreement 
below your leve 1 at this time. hat leaves no major substantive 
problem that needs your affirmativ comment to him, but you 
might briefly mention our interest in conomic isolation of Cuba, 
and our necessary firmness on Article 19 at the UN. Both Tyler 
and I can pick up on these questions if y want us to. 

2. Gordon Walker will probably be happ to do his own 
talking and would respond at Oxfordian length o any questions 
you want to put to him on the basic foreign poli 
of the shiny new Labor Government. I have sel m seen 
a man more obviously satisfied with the seals of o ice . 

...Sl&GRET 



October 11, 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PJtESIDEtfT.·. 

Wlaat yoo could ••J' aboal Ko•Jal•' • me•••t• •• lf lt la too 1•1• yoo cO\\ld 
•Imply••• the latt puapapba about the Kolllett/Ko•nt• taUt. 

-''Som• people Wall that lt la a bad thlas for u to bave coinmalcatlon 
with tM leader• of auasla. Tbly •••a talk of bna1da1 oft relaUou. Yoa 
and 1 bow better. We bow U.t la a 4&apr011• ••ld It la .ttal tor tlae 
two 1n.ate1t power• to by t.o kaow each othtll' better •• howewr dlUereat 
tMy ue alld bowrter oppo1lte their bellefe. oa. of the llrat tMa1• I did 
u Pn1ldeat ._. to talk with Mr. Mlkoraa and tell lalm plalaly tllat the 
trapc death of Preeldeat x.rma.,. would Dot chaap Amerlcaa ,.Ucy 
or weaba 0\1.I' detennlaatloa to .•Mk peace. That m••••P ••• heard 
aad la thl• la•t year we have taba •mall kt •••flll •t9P9 towar4 better 
.. c1eratandla1. . 

0 Now la the 1a•t wro •••'• there ba• been a eudea cha.Dp In 
the Ooveramellt of the So'riet Uldon. The new ao..nmieat aeat ll• 
Am\uaador IA to••• me rlallt away. and once •&ala I told blm ot ocsr 
steady parpoea ot: peac•· l told hlm that our pud wu op but ov 1'alad 
out. v I v 

(J<U ...... .., 
•1 alto eeat a me•••&• of 1rutlq to Ml'. Ko•Yll•• the new 

head ot tbe Sovl•t G01Nnm•nt, and I cu tall yoo tealcbt that I hue bad 
a very cordial anawer from blm. with • naewed a11ui-aace that the Sowtet 
GoYerament on lte elde l• determlned to •••lt for 1-tter ~r1taac11aa. 
Mr. Koaypa bad a ••17 gO«M! talk wlth our Amtta1aado• Ulere. • M&Dy 
dlfl•r•llc•• i-emala. aatJ each alde will •tlck to It• own belief•, btlt I can 
prom!•• yoa that while l am Prest.cleat we will bep our Uua opea tor 
hONl'l talk with tbt leader• of the Soriet Cloftrnm•at. We kaow bow 
to take caiie ot ovaelne, aacl we thlak It l• m•cb Mtter to talk with the•• men tbaa to rattle om- rocket• at tllem. " 

Meo. B. 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Initially the State Department proposed that we deter 
approYlna thla purchase program until after the Brltlah 
elections and until we could better guage what the u. K. 
might wlah to do ln regard to the Polaris program. 
However. the Secretary and I now feel tha.t we should. pro• 
ceed with this program lor the sale of non•nuclear hardware 
ae though lt were atric:tly routine and t therefore, recommend 
your approval of the program ae proposed by the Secretary 
of Ddfenae and the Chalrman ~o! the Atomic Energy 
Commlsalon. 

If you concur ln thls proposed action. I ahaU algn the attach· 
od memoJ-andum to Defense and AEC. 

You wW note that 1 have lneerted a paragraph expreaaing 
your interest ln c.ompletlng thia program by December 31, 
1969, at which time the exlatlng Agreement for CooperaUon 
with tho u. K. wiU expire. Thia waa done on the recommend· 
atlon of the State Department aa a pwudeftt thought reaervtng 
to us maximum freed.om in renegotiating an extension of 
the c:ooperatlon agreement. 

McGeorge Bundy 

~T ~i:S!filCIED DATA_ 
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October 26, 1964 

SZGP.ET 

. 
MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Your meeting with Patrick Gordon Walker 

l. I attach Dean Rusk's preliminary memorandum for your talk 
with Patrick Gordon Walker. Gordon Walker will have Lord Harlech 
witl1 hirr., and I will be the re on our side. 

2.. The talks with Gordon Walker have been friendly and quite 
constructive so far. We have reached pretty good understanding on 
balance of payments, on Article 19, on Cyprus, and on Middle Eastern 
questions. Vie had our usual disagreement on Chinese representation 
in the UN. 

3. r.2he most interesting development is that Gordon Walker has 
inCicate~ a considerable British interest in finding a way across the 
di:.:erences which have divided us heretofore on the MLF. There is 
still a distance to go and much complex work to be done, but the first 
signs are better than we feared before the election. 

4. In t;his situation the following basic points are all that you 
need to cover, unless something additional comes up overnight: 

{ 1/ You meant everything you said about our basic friencli:ie s s 
for the .Labo:r- Government, in your television spee;ch of October 18. 

(2) You do want to speak to him about :Sritish Guiana and about 
our belief that it is of fundamental importance not to have an independent 
British Guiana dominated by Jagan. All our L.r~elliger..ce estimates --
1· · · ·· 1-- agree in seeing Jagan as a real 
danger, and therefore we hope very much that the present schedule for 
elections in December will be kept firm. (The prospect is that Jagan 
will lose in these proportional representation elections, and he is 
trying to get .::'1.e new government to put them off). 

l3/ In connection with B::-it:.sh Guiana you may also want tc 
telj_ Gordon Walker face to face of-the u.aderst;:rt&ng which Presidel\t 
Kennecty a:;:id. you had with P=ime Minister Home -- that there would be 
no in.dependent British Guiana befor~ November 3. That unciertakini 
runs C';J.t now, but there is still a deep comrr .. o:i interest in avoid.inf) 

SANITIZED SECRE'P (page l of 2 pages) 

E.Oz 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ~C, 0\:-5~ .. 

By~, NARA, Date~2 
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a. ~o~::lUnist British Guiana. 

~4} The MLF -- the main point to get across is o·'1.r 
cieter-r:iination to proceed with this force, and our fundamem::al 
l·eason - - that the Germans cannot be treated fo::::ever as a second­
class member of the Alliance. Gordon Walker understands this 
point, though he does not like it very much. If yol..:. have time. 
you might want to ask him to spell out the beginnings of La:.bor 
·.:hinking. I will be able to comment on technicalities if you want. 

(5) Finally, the Department would like you to speak of Article 19 
a.nd the _?oviet UN payments problem, and they also suggest that you 
Jive him two sentences on Cuba. I myself think ;here is no urgency 
on either point in this particular meeting, but Dean Rusk's memo 
:-ias good comments if you w~nt to use them. 

l will give you a last-minute memorandum in the morning. 

13EGRE'I' (page 2 of 2 pages} 
'\ \ 
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To: luanlta Roberta 

From; McCleorge ·Bady 

The atuff ln thl• eanlope l• qalte 
aen•ltlve and ahould be 1hown to 
the Prealdent. but not lelt uoud 
where other people mlpt aee lt 
(I doa't mean you. of cour••). 

McG. B. 

. . 
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Co :nm u n i ~ t C t1 i n a : Ke y ! 10 l c ~1 i s s i on 1 · t 
L7-~0 Oc to bet·. pcw:iu.C:t~d exec' l lent {?b.o to~;raphy 
oi th~: Chines·l' CommuniBt. nuc~l~ar t~st · site at 
Lop :'-lot· on 20 OclnhCl'. .hJ'.:r day~ :.1ftt:. ... r· the 
nuclPat· tt"st. 

It ~hows a dar·ken~d, c; ha tTed . a rca c:J 
f•]et in radh.:!5 a!·ounJ tll•_· t<H':ncr· location ot 
the shot tower. A l i~h te1·. sor.1ewha t circular· 
area extends out to about .I - · · ··. LI.from the 
center. · 

Tt:is ground ~earring is .:ibout · what would 
be expected from a device with tht 18 KT yield 
now indicated by o th et· an:.1 lysis. 

Th~ t ~ n t c amp , v t: 11 i c l .:.~ µark ~ and temporary 
buildings seen in the oµe1·a tions area prior to 
the test appe~r to have been totally removed. 
This suggests that as of 20 October there were 
no im:nedia te prcp~ra t i"ons for ~urther testing. 

Tents at the prob~ble control bunker 
12.5 miles south~est of the shot area pro­
vide the only evidence of any current activity 
at the test site proper. Howev~r, many tents 
re~J.in at the support :ll'·ca ·about 30 milc~s to 
the west. 

ITl,..ED 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHING TO;-.; 

October 23, 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: AP ticker on visit to Europe 

I have raised hell up and down the State Department 
over these two ticker items. I find Dean Rusk is 
just as annoyed as I am. Neither he nor anyone 
I have yet talked to knows who the "authoritative 
sources" are, and Rusk himself is making it 
clear in a backgrounder this afternoon that there 
is no change whatever from the situation as it 
stood after you came back from Omaha - - namely, 
that you are not making any decisions now, but 
that you will feel free to go anywhere you want 
after November 3 if you think it useful to the 
national interest. 

I am~ annoyed about this because we had a 
perfect stance after your backgrounder in 
Air Force One, and it left you quite free - - as 
it should - - to do exactly as you want when you 
survey the world on November 4. But with 
luck, I think we can put this particular Humpty­
Dumpty back together again. 

· .. ·.: r ... ;·aJ TO HANDWRITING Ffl.E 

~c.f. I\. 
McG. B. 

~·· 
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JOH~SON-EUROPE 

WASHINGTON, CAP>-PRESIDENT JOHNSON IS REPORTED TO HAVE GIVEN UP 
TENTATIVE PLANS TO VISIT WESTERN EUROPE BETWEEN THE ELECTION AND 
THE I~AUGURATION, AUTHORITATIVE SOURCES REPORTED TODAY. 

THE PRESIDENT WAS REPORTED EARLIER THIS MONTH TO BE CONSIDERING 
A POST-ELECTION TOUR OF ALLIED CAPITALS--ASSUMING HE WAS ELECTED NOV. 3. 

THESE PLANS HAVE BEEN CHANGED MEANWHILE AND AS THINGS STAND TODAY 
JOHNSON WILL NOT GO TO EUROPE BEFORE THE INAUGURATION, THE SOURCES 
SAID. 

THE WHITE HOUSE CHANGE IN PLANS WAS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN MADE ON 
THE ADVICE OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT. AS ONE RESULT OF THE CHANGED 
TIMETABLE' HAROLD WILSON, BRITAIN'S NEW PRIME MINISTER, IS NOW EXPEC­
tED TO COME TO WASHINGTON EITHER IN NOVEMBER OR DECEMBER, INSTEAD OF 
RECEIVING JOHNSON IN LONDON. 

THERE WERE SEVERAL REASONS FOR THE STATE DEPARTMENT'S ADVICE, 
OFFICIALS SAID. THEY STRESSED, HOWEVER, THAT PLANS FOR A PRESIDENTIAL 
VISIT TO EUROPE BEFORE THE INAUGURATION WERE TENTATIVE ANYWAY. 

FIRST AMONG THE REASONS IS A QUESTION OF PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESSION. 
SOME GOVERNMENT LEGAL EXPERTS SAY THE ELECTED V~CE-PRESIDENT DOES NOT 
BECOME THE AUTOMATIC SUCCESSOR OF THE PRESIDENT IMMEDIATELY AFTER ELEC­
TION DAY, ONLY AFTER THE INAUGURATION. 

IN ADDITION TO THIS MECHANICAL, BUT VERY IMPORTANT REASON, THERE ARE 
ALSO VARIOUS POLITICAL REASONS, THE SOURCES SAID. 

PE1055AED 10/23 

56 -· 

WASHINGTON--ADD JOHNSON C54> 

BECAUSE OF THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN THERE WAS VIRTUALLY NO PREPARATION 
MADE FOR A PRESIDENTIAL 'TRIP TO EUROPE. IN ADDITION THE CHANGE IN 
GOVERNMENT IN . MOSCOW AND THE LABOR PARTY TAKEOVER IN ENGLAND REQUIRE 
CAREFUL PREPARATION OF SUCH A TOUR. 

JOHNSON, PROVIDED HE IS ELECTED, DEFINITELY WANTS TO VISIT SOME 
OF THE MAJOR ALLIED NATIONS, PROBABLY IN THE SPRING OF 1955. THIS 
WOULD INCLUDE A RETURN VISIT TO WILSON, AND LIKELY A VISIT WITH 
CHANCELLOR LUDWIG ERHARD OF WEST GERMANY. ~ 

THERE ALSO IS THE QUESTION OF A VISIT TO FRANCE WITH PRESIDENT 
DE GAULLE. UNDER ONE EARLIER PROPOSAL JOHNSON WAS EXPECTED TO 
GO TO PARIS TO ATTEND A MEETING OF MEMBERS OF PARLIA~ENTS OF THE 
NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION COUNTRIES IN NOVEMBER. A SECOND 
SUGGESTION WAS THAT HE ATTEND THE MEETING OF .THE NATO COUNCIL IN 
PARIS IN DECEMBER. 

IT. WAS LEARNED THAT PARIS SHOWED LITTLE INTEREST IN RECEIVING 
JOHNSON IF THE CHIEF EXECUTivr·s PRESENCE IN PARIS WAS TO ATTEND ONE OR 
THE OTHER OF THE NATO CONFERENCES. 

LTI 104AED 10/23 
.. 



October zs. 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

_ SUBJ'ECT: Repo_.t lrom Co.bot Lodge 

l. Cabot Lodge called tbla morning to ropoJ:t on ht• 
trip to Dalla• and San Ftiancl1co. He eald that the meeUnga 
there wore excellent, and that tho reaponee to caJ:elu.1 
explanation of the real situation ln. Vl•taam waa equally 1ood. -. 
Ho thla.k• we ehould do more of thla aort of thlq ao.d that ..­
the countty ·aa a whole 1lmply doe• noi underatand the / 

complexltle• of the Vletnamete problem. t aareed with 
htm, but we also agreed that tble 1• ·not aomethlng we can 
deal with bl the neat two week• except by au.ch ~•pedal ollo'tts 
&• hll. He la golng to make- two more ln other good dtle1 
(unnamed) before Electlon Day. 

2. A• a aeparate mattor, Lodge asked me to repol't that 
tn talldng aro\U\d lsi polltlcal drclea ln Mas1acbu.1ett• • ho 
detect• no meaaurabl• damaae from the 1enldn• affair• 
He tblnka that at leatt ln that put of tho country, people are 
lncllnod to take a. very charitable -view ol a man who .-atanda 
by a trlend la trouble aa you have done • . 

McO. B. 



Oct • . 2Z, 1964 

ML PRESIDENT: 

I attach two cable• that are for your 
lntormatlon rather than tor action. 
One la Chou En-Lal•• letter. which 
la beln1 handled la the Department 
and which, for the moment at leaat, 
needs no annteri and the other I• 
Da\'ld Bruce•a tntereatlng ••tlmate 
of Wll•on • • current plaas. 

McG. B. 

warsaw ~l?S- 16/t<t /1,1-

Lovidw1 171(, 10/!t. /l<j 

/07 r 



·'• 10/~l/64 

Mr. President: 

Thla l• your latett per•onal 
weekly report from Max Taylor. 
It bas nothln1 atartlln1 in lt 
but ·.report• somewhat .more progre a• 
on tbe political front than we have 
expected. 

McG. B. 



THE WH IT E HOUSE 

WA Sl-'.I NGTO N 

October 21, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Re: Your Meeting with the Foreign Policy Panel 

The people who are coming are: 

Dean Acheson 
General Bradley 
John Cowles 
Allen Dulles 
Paul Hoffman 
George Kistiakowsky 
Arthur Larson 
Morris Leibman 
John McCloy 

Robert Lovett 
James Perkins 

Secretary McNamara 
Secretary Ball 
Ambassador Thompson 
William Foster 
John McCone 

10 
I _ __..,,.,,..,,. 

Dean Rusk is sick at home, guarding his strength for a trip to Atlanta. 
George Ball will speak for State. In addition, we have McNamara, 
McCone, Thompson and Foster for specific subjects. 

I suggest the following agenda: 

1. Your words of welcome You could say that you have assembled 
the experts to tell them all we know about the Chinese bomb and the 
Soviet change of Government. But your main purpose is to start the 
process of thinking about what we do after the election, whoever wins. 
You are going to have to leave after about half an hour but you hope the 
discussion through the morning can deal with three big subjects:. 

1. Our relations with the Communists 

2. The next steps in the Atlantic Community, and 

3. Limiting the spread of nuclear weapons 

Other subjects like Vietnam, Cyprus and the Congo may become very 
urgent after the election, but it is these three that seem to you and your 
advisers to be the ones on which consultation with the panel can be par­
ticularly helpful now. 



- 2 -

2. A short briefing by John McCone on the Chinese bomb. fut all 
of these people are fully cleared yet for sensitive intelligence, so he 
will handle this quite generally. 

3. Comment by Bob McNamara on the military balance of power in the 
Pacific. 

4. Briefing on the Soviet change by Thompson. Many of the panel 
are acquainted with various Soviet leaders and this could be quite 
a lively discussion. 

5. Political comment by George Ball, both on these events and on the 
British election. 

6. Summary remarks by the President before leaving on the three 
subjects that will be discussed during the morning. 

A. Relations with the Communists: We do not think all 
Communists are ~dentical, and we do not think the fall of Khrushchev 
will end the various splits in that world. Our problem is what to do 
and what not to do in this situation. 

B. The Atlantic Community. We are coming to a moment 
of truth on the future of the MLF and also on the future of the Kennedy 
Round, and we need to be very clear both about strategy and tactics. You 
might say that you have already told the British Ambassador that we are 
firm about the principle of the MLF but flexible about the process by which 
it comes to pass, as long as flexibility does not become an excuse for 
abandonment. - Aha Geor'IL GAU f°'t..,. (1-."""-•c.hc.J). 

C. Limiting the spread of nuclear weapons. You have already 
announced a four-point program in your Sunday speech and the most 
immediate problem is to make sure that the Chinese pomb doe.s not 
tempt other nations into a similar course. 

McG. B. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO~ 

October 20, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

George Ball has sent this over as a personal 
memorandum. I am not quite sure that Dean 
Rusk is signed on to it, and I have some 
reservations about it myself, especially as 
a proposal in the height of the campaign. But 
I have an obligation to George to make sure 

·that you get it. This is something you might wish to 
toss back at your panel of consultants tomorrow. 
George is quite sure to raise it with them himself, 
however, if you want to leave it alone for now. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 20,, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE PRESIDENT 

I talked to Jim Rowe and he and I agree that 
it is probably just as well if Seaborg's name 
is left off because he is a Government employee 
{although exempt from the Hatch Act). Jim is 
going to go back through his con~act and say that 
they ought to press hard to get around 40 signers 
some other way. He thinks this can be done. 

He asked me to caution you against mentioning 
this to anyone,, because it is supposed to be 
very much a self-starting enterprise of the 
Nobel Prize winners themselves. 

'}n.,j. 0 
~ 

McG. B. 

II I CL. ---



SSCl\2T - Octobezt 19. 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO THE Pll.ESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Item• for fOGr mMtlq with the t.acle~•blp 

I attach 3 or 4 docu.mu.ta that you might coacelYal>ly want to l'eler 
to ln tJae meetlns with the LeacleraWp. to pYe ti.in some fe•l o£ 
wbat we ha" hen op to ta -receat ._., •• 

AT Red Tei b {s CJ Ge vt.&i;. , -

At Tab A la yoa:r lnteniew wltb Ambuaador Doltryatn. on 
wblcb I &II'" with Deaa .R.uk that your perlonnaaee waa •uperb. 

At Tab B l• a Meadly confldeatlal mesaa1e from Harold Wllaoa. 
toptJMJr wtth JOU m••••a• to htm. 

At Tab C l• an 1&1LU11ally thoapdul telelftm ol a•••••ment 
from Kohler. ID whlcla the flr•.t and laat aenteace• may be wonh 
qGOda1. 

At Tab D I• the text of the Prav ... edlto1ial (already pabll.i.d) 
wlth the ludnatlag panarapll wldch del\OWlcel Khnahchev. 
muked by anowe. 

At Tab E I• a npo:rt from TaylOI' which •how• that, la addition 
to Amutcaas, the F••• World pereonel In Yletaam hu nov reached 
the l, 000 muk ftJl1'••••tlaa 11 couatWe•. 

Authority 

By &¥? 

McO. B. 

DECLASSIFIED 
K ... ~:;- 77 ' nsc.. 11)- )I.. 7? 

, NARS, Date /1-S*- 72 

._ ... 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 17 1 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE PRESIDENT 

These are the two messages from Taylor 
which we discussed this morning and which 
I think you will want to read at your leisure. 
No immediate decisions are required, and 
not all of his factual estimates are accepted 
by everyone here, but the problem is certainly 
a big one. It has intense staff attention now 
and will be ready for your consideration early 
in November. 

McG. B. 

-g;Qp SECRET CODE--
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

October 16, 1964 

Talking points for President's conversation with Prime Minister Wilson 

1. Wilson is definitely Prime Minister. Home resigned. The 
Queen sent for Wilson and he has agreed to form a government. 

2. His majority is exceedingly narrow -- not more than five 
and perhaps as few as two over the Conservatives and Labourites 
combined. 

-l~<:r 
3. He is giving a broadcast to his own countrymen at 3 :00 (8 p. m . ..s 

time) so your conversation should be brief and cheerful. 

4. You can well indicate, if you wish, that if all goes well in 
November, you would be glad to have him come to Washington as soon 
as it makes sense for both sides (this is what he is pining to do, and 
even before the election I had a quite formal hint to this effect from 
Lord Harlech). 

5. You could tell him that you have is sued firm and calm f~c. o,·,.,c..H. 
statements in the interest of peace on both the Soviet change and ~ 
~ and you could say that if he agrees, you plan to put out the telegram 
you have sent him (copy attached). 

McG. B. 



Octobe_. 13, 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

Bob McNamara and l have authorlced the aen.dlag 
ot the attached cabl,, becauae we think It la very 
lmportant to keep up the pace of these opel'atlon• 
from the point of view ol the Khanh g mment•s 
morale and lo~ eome more aenaltlve reasons 
wlthln the Pentagon. We both believe from your 
earlier attltudo that thla particular operation 
wlll not be bother1ome to you. but lf you have a 
question on lt, lt can be •topped by naah action 
anytlm before 8 tbla nnlng. 

McG.· B. 

~attachment 
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October .13. 1964 

CONE10E~.AL 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Poaalble ond·run• on ananclng the 
IaraeU' tank deal · 

You are about to go to New York, and experience 
•ugge•t• to me that aometl~ea on New York trip• 
In October people talk about the needs of Ierael. 
Thle ta juat a line to urge that lf you meet any talk 
of thle type you ehould be·very friendly but at.old 
any epedtlc commitments. 

We have been both ener1etlc and effective ln 
awlnglng the · <Jerman tank deal lor the Iaraella, 
and ln their heart• they know we are right. 
U there l• any preaaure atlll, lf la simply 
because of the ineradicable habit of ballevlng that 
the u .. S. Ciovenunent la vulnerable ln election years 
ln October.. Thia Admlnlatratlon la genuinely pro· 
Iaraell, but we should not now make addltlonal 
commitment• of f\Ulda which AID may very well 
not have next year, and which hsael, on a fair 
reading, doea not currently need. 

Thi.a may be a falae alarm, but I think we owe you 
thle much warning. 

Meo. B. 

DECJ.ASml!D 
E. o. 12356. 5c,S- 3A 
NLJ 9/- / {)!_. I 

By 4 • If , NARA. DMc /(- 3-"').).. 
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.. SENSITIVE 

Minutes of a meeting of October 5, 1964. 4:15 p. m. • Cabinet .Room 

Preaent were: The Prealdeat, Seu ta&y of State. Secretary of Defense, 
McGeorge Bundy and. for the last two ite1:0a, John McCone 

l. It wae apeed that no decision would be taken at present on 
sending the Secretary of State to South Vietnam. The Secretary ct 
that at present •uch a visit would be ml andeSJatood. lead to crltldsm, 
and bave no poe!dve reaulte. It mig t be wl•• to recoasidel' the queatlon 
later. Specf.flcally, the Secretary suggested that aftel' the British 
election it might be waeful for him to go to the UK and then come bom~ 
by way ol the Far Eaat. -

2. It was apeed that we would not at pit•• nt reepond alllrmatlvely 
to Souvanna Phouma•s requeat for lntel'dlctlou ope~atlone along Rout 7. 
We should point out to him that auch operationa now would put the onus 
ol escalation upon us. We ehoW.d not, however, foTecloae the poaslbillty 
of a different -decision in the event of renewed hostile activity by the 
Pathet Lao and the Viet Mlah. 

3. The President approved the next scheduled marine operatlo11 
under the 34-A program, a patl' l proceeding to a distance of 
three miles frem the North Vletnameae coast line. 

4. The President agned to a program of Laotian bombing In the 
communications corridor• of Southern Laos. using the T-28 force now 
available. Tho Secretary of Defense pointed out that there was implied 
la thla program a limited u•e ot u. S. ftahte••• at eome tag•, for 
suppMasive strike•. wt Presidential approval for thls part of the 
program was neither asked nor given. 

s. The Secr•t.ary of State p:repoaed the f rmatlon of a national 
committee for the AWance for Progn••• and the President agreed. 

McG. B. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Anthorityfi2J& icY,=/1i. wl. I I ikM "3t9'1 . 
Bv~. NARA. Date JO-/fl-~°8 
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.sEcRET ' By ~ NARA Date /P·>rf· r?__ October 6, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Chief Macapagal business this afternoon is attached communique, 
now approved by Macapagal. At Fil request, it's long and meaty, with 
many details befitting our rrspecial relationship": ( 1) reaffirmation of 
SEATO commitments and defense in SEA; (2) study of mutual security 
needs; (3) joint commission on veterans' claims; (4) our support of land 
reform; (5) we'll plan together on using joint fund for education; (6) our 
interest in rural electrification; (7) new PL 480 rice; (8) our stand on new 
Fil retail trade law, etc. We're happy with it. 

Macapagal told McNamara that he thought it worthwhile to gamble 
on keeping Sukarno from going East--but Sukarno needed some kind of 
"golden bridge" (i.e. aid) to justify his climbing down on Malaysia issue. 
For Vietnam he mentioned a battalion of troops ( 1200), but a lot of staff 
work is needed yet. We don't see tn.uch meaningful short term input. Bob 
said we'd find some way to help the Fils re-orient their defenses to the 
south, and beef up their military budget. Any increases in our MAP would 
depend on their increasing too. 

Most of Macapagal-Rusk talk was on Malaysia and Sukarno. This 
time our friend stressed his disillusionment with the Bung, so Rusk 
suggested that restoring Fil-Malay relations would be a good signal. 

Macapagal' s noon Press Club talk (attached) was helpful on Vietnam. 

Talk.ins points. You might hit the following for emphasis: 

1. Visit most helpful from your viewpoint. We rely on our Fil 
friends to advise us on Southeast Asia. 

2. We're delighted that Fils want to help out more in Vietnam. 
We'll be in touch on staff level as soon as possible. 

3. Since Malaysia-Indonesia wasn't highlighted in your talk yesterday 
(it was with Rusk and McNamara), you might ask for any final words of 
advice. 

4. We'll keep trying to forestall an Indo-Malaysia blow-up, but 
hope Fils will patch things up with Malays, as a warning to Sukarno. 

5. Wish him pleasant US trip (his path crosses yours 11 October 

in Frisco). · 

~>v.'~ 
R. W. Komer 

SEGRE~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HI NGTON 

October 6, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I want to thank you for letting me go to New York 
this afternoon. I am sorry to spring it on you at 
the last minute, but it did not come up until 
yesterday, and I did not know until this morning 
that Jackie was personally interested. This is a 
matter of the Kennedy Library, and I have become 
the hyphen between the Kennedys and Harvard, so 
I feel that I must do it. 

I can as sure you that we will be fully staffed here, 
and that I will be on the job myself every day that 
you are away between now and Election day. We 
are also making arrangements to send Jack Valenti 
each afternoon a short but up-to-date report on 
world problems. He will not bother you with it 
unless you ask for it or unless there is a crisis. 
But it will be on hand every day. We will of course 
also come through at once by urgent message or by 
telephone when we have anything hot. 

McG. B. 



T HE W H ITE HOUSE 

W AS HINGTON 

;F-OP SEGRli:!!' October 6, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

The enclosed document is the original of the Navy's report on the 
18 September Gulf of Tonkin incident. I think you may want to read 
the summary conclusions at the paper clip, and also the Division 
Commander's report at enclosure 6. 

The Navy concludes at this stage that the only reliable evidence of 
contact is by radar, and that the only reliable contacts, even on radar, 
are those relatively early in the engagement. On this basis they reach 
the firm conclusion that there was one boat in the area, and quite pos -
sibly a second. The strongest single argument for a firm radar contact 
is at enclosure l, and I doubt if you will find it conclusive. 

I~ 

The Division Commander's report is worth reading, if only to show the 
attitude of the man on the spot. He was obviously inundated by flash 
questions from all his superiors, and he does not seem to have under­
stood fully how important it was for him to tell us exactly what happened. 
He does recognize that he made a most serious mistake in using the 
word "attacked" in his very first message. If he had not done that, the 
pressures which developed here would probably never have been 
generated. 

The Navy is taking corrective action to provide much more powerful 
communications in future patrols of this sort, and I suspect that the 
next Captain in this position will understand better the need for keeping 
his superiors fully and accurately informed. 

I see no need for further action on your part, but I think this document 
will make an interesting footnote for this chapter of your memoirs. 

McG. B. 

DECLAssrFTEn 
Authority ~ b.- (, /~/ 7 7 

··~ 
.~ 

By, HI? II , NAi.. ... , ~ "4Ue ?-;M .. ~~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 4, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Doug Dillon asked me a couple of weeks ago to report on his conversa­
tions at the finance meetings in Tokyo. The following are the leading 
items distilled from these conversations: 

1. The Japanese Minister of Finance, Tanaka, presented the Japanese 
case for ex emption from the interest equalization tax in such a way as 
to indicate that the problem is more political than economic. As a 
result, Dillon concludes that the political need can be met in other 
ways, perhaps by s e ttling the air route discussions which have been 
put over until after the election. · I myself think Dillon's glasses may 
be somewhat rose-tinted because of his great interest in a voiding any 
further concessions on interest equalization. 

On the other hand, it is a matter on which we can stand firmly if we 
wish to. 

2. The Frenc~ Finance Minister, Gis~ard d'Estaing, said that the 
French Government and President de Gaulle were very hopeful that 
after our election it would be possible to take some steps that would 
lead to an improvement in French-American relations. Dillon ex­
pressed his agreement and said he was sure that you would be pleased 
if such a better understanding could be reached between yourself and 
President de Gaulle. 

I see nothing novel here. The second-level Frenchmen are always in 
favor of better top-level contacts - - and the heart of the matter is 
always what the General himself thinks and does. 

SECRET 

""'· ~. McG. B. 

- lJECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 

·NL] 90 -lfcf 
Rv~. NARA. Date l c'J. -3- ft? 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE FR ESIDENT 

Subject: How to be a Stateeman in the laat month 

I am workip.1 on the for·elp policy speech you asked for,. and I will have a draft when 
you get back from your tirlp. But my first guess le that you will not like it very 
much. The faet l• that In. aoo .... 1200 W(rds, no man can be an int•~nattonal statesman 
unless he baa a faacy new proposal--· and we don't and shouldn't have before Nov. 3. 
One can be eloquent. but one cannot be very solid. And lt is solidlty. not fancy 
phrases. that people aite looking for. 

A see two poselble answers to .this pt'Oblem. The one J like lees is a loaae·r speech. 
At Manchester and asain at Johns Hopklna you went al>out 4000 woflds, Mainly of!. 
the cuff. This le about the same length as J'FK'a American University apee-ch and 
Eisenhower•• moat successful peace speech on Ap:rll 16. 19SJ. In that lengtb a man 
can spread bhns•U am:l pve deptll to his uaumente. In an intimate andfnformal 
way thta is the direct impaot of your Manchester and Hopkins epeeches •. A prepared 
text could ol couree be somewhat tlghtes- and therdore cover more ground. 

But I believe this ia not the beat way GI. doing it. My own auggeatton is that yw 
ouaht to have a TV eonveraation on for•ian policy with Walt•• Lippmann. on a half 
hour of. pald political time about ten days before the election. Lippmann. himself 
ia extiiemely good at thia sort of thin1. and so are you. With pl'oper forethought . 
you could Informally cover 4 or 5 a••at lsaues like Peace. Relations with Com• · 
munism, the .Atlantic Alliance, the progress of. the Hemisphere. and the role of 
the Preal dent. This could be done cautetly and informally. and the format •ould 
I thin, draw a lai:tge audience. 

It is true that Lippmann ls rep.:rdetl by so~e aa a aoft-llner. But to most people 
he is simply the wi .. et public:iat In the countl'y. You could eaaily set yourself off 
a little bit from him on Vietnam or on national defense. and anyway ~he risk of 
contamination is low. 

Moreover. there la a deepel' advantage here. The one plaae where Goldwater may 
have acored a little is on the Bobby Baker tack. Theteadtneas of a man of 
Lippmann •s standing to talk respectfully and freely wlth you ln a campalp noad­
caet would work db1ecdy agamst this kind of i>ropaganda. 

Moreover. thla senerd format could be used in other ahol'ter discuseiona of specific 
topics ·- education with someone like John Ga•dn•i-. civil rtghte with someone like 
Ralph McGill, farm and poverty pl'oblems with someone like Hubert Hwnphl"ey. and 
business and labor iwoblema with Henry Fottd and George Meany .... although they ma 
be bard to brlng into the same room. 
None of this ls intended as an excuse fo• not productna a draft speech, and I -~epeat 
that you shall have lt. but these interim ideas seem just 1ood enough to paa_a on. 

Mc:G. B. 



October 4, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Re: The Macapagal Visit 

You are seeing Macapagal in a ceremonial greeting 
and a parade tomorrow morning. Your busi'ness 
talk is now set for s. and your dinner is at 8. 

The arrlval greeting and the toast are being worked 
on by Busby. 

The most important real subject for tbis. meeting 
is ·Vietnam, and a summary of pqs~ibilltiea · ls at Tab 
B. My owa suggestion is that you may wish to let 
Macapagal lead by telling him that yo.u have · heard 
of his very interesting proposal t·o our CJA man in 
Manila~ that you are very much interested, and that 
you would like to 'know just how he envisions Filipino 
support in operation. The way the Penpgon and 
State see it is at Tab B, and my own slightly more 
optimistic view is in a handwritten footnote· at the 
end of that memo. 

The more general issues of the meeting are covered 
briefly by Bob Komer at Tab A. and at somewhat 
greater length by Dean Rusk at Tab C. 

McG. B. 



October 4. 1964 

· MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

The attached. abort memorandum. was. provided to 
me by John Gardner. who knows more about 
education and the ordinary citizen tban anyone I 
know. He makea the point that ''th• uaual hlsh 
govermnent pronouncement on education ls ab- . 
stract, offlclal ln tone. and full of atatletlca. n 

Hla memorandum la dealgned to sugest the kind 
of warm, personal. informal tone which he thinks 
would get across to parents. 

Thie la the eort of thing tbat might be done ha five 
or ten minutes on TV• and lf you wanted to alve 
it a very hlgh tone, you miaht elmply4o it aa aa 
interview with J'obn Gardner. He la one of the 
few educational eggheads with a strong face and a 
down-to-earth manner. He has an enormous reputation 
throughout the educational world and deserves ito 

McCi. B. 



()ctober 4, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PBESmENT 

YOll ukecl for a •et of authemlcated Goldwater quote• that 
might be ued In aa advertisement to -.how' bis trf.aler• 
happy nature. 

The attached pa1• •bow• a •et cl ••vea that look pretty 
1ood to me, e•peclally wbeu tb.e)r are taken toaether. 
There could lie more or lese. according to yoar cliolc•. 

My own bUDch la that tlila ougbt to be a matter for major 
full pap adyertlaementa bl the laat tea days or two weeks, 
aad I ha•• not beard of a better format tbaa the· one which 
yOG sugeeted. 11 you approve. I wlll take op with Ken 
O'Donnell the beet way of pttlq thla oat. 

McG. B. 

OK - haadle with O'Domiell ----
Speak to me --------

__ L 



October 2, 1964 

M EMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Your ad lib apeecbea to different groups ln the laat 
week have made a tremendoua lmpreaeion. Don 
Wllaon tell• me, for example, that the televl•lon 
tape o1 the Man.cheater apeech l• politically ,one of 
the mo•t powerful performance• he baa ever ,eeen. 
He think• it will have great Impact wherever It 
can be used. 

There la one very small matter on wblch I get 
negative reports -- the little atory about M.r. lQeberg 
and his Cuban ranch doe• ·not seem to get across 
to moat liaten.era -- or at leaat ao I am told. 
You quite rightly decided a couple of week• a10 
that there was no money in a gemiral dlacuaalon 
of Cuba ln Florida. and lt may be that the dlfflculty 
people are having w_ltb thl• story confirm• your 
general judgment on that point. In an7,-eve11t, 
I pa•• the )Mlszlement alone for your own judgment. 

M cG. B • 

... L 



October 1.- 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Cabot Lodge 

1. l talked to Cal>ot Loda• and In accor.dance wltb what 
Jack Valenti auggeated I told him that you want to aee blm for 
a few minute• at the end ol the ceremony on the International 
Cooperation Year tornol'row noon. I told ,Lodge of your 
e\lggeatlon that he make aome apeecbea on Vietnam to World 
Aflalra C0W1c:Ua. and he aald he la doing Juet that. He ha• 
three date• already (one of them tn San. Frandaco), and want• 
to talk with you a minute about where elae he might go. 
He particularly wonder• whether Texaa ml1ht be helpful. 

2. 1 a110 spoke to Lodge about Jolnlng the panel on peace, 
and maldna a trip to Africa. He think• the former I• u.rmeceaaary 
and might be a little consplcuou• at thla stage. A• for Africa, 
be would be glad to go, but thlnka the trip would be more useful 
ln November becau e lt relates not to ou election but to atlffenlng 
the African• on the Cblneae repre•entatlOA la1ue ln the United 
States O.neral .Asaembly. 

3. I think Lodge la rlgbt on all ~ounte. He eald th• anyon 
with any sense would know that be waa maklng these epeechea 
because of bl• basic confld.ence ln the AdmlnlatraUon '• foreign 
policy, and be aald he thought that hle relation• with ua reminded 
hlm of the man who had three wbhkl•• and waa feellng fine -· 
there wae no need of anything more. 

M eo. B. 



October 1, 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO THE P RESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Foreign P olley and you Backgrounder with the Bureau Chiefel 

1. On your poaalble NATO trip, the .publicity haa been good, with the 
exception of a el~ght backlash froll'.' "French official ·aourcea" In Parle. 
I suggest you keep precisely to the llne you lald down the other day and 
protect you.r freedom to decide alter the election whether you will go belore 
January or not. I bepn to eee a lotof buelneee here ln Novembe~ and 
December. and there la also a l'ather tricky problem of p1'otocol with 
Oenoral de Gaulle. Aa it .•tanda t~e atol'y ls good. 

2. On the Chinese nuclear teat. Octobe1' let went by without incident out 
tbero, and the attached .Reuters ticker (!!!!..b) •US&••ta that Pekin!_ la down• 
grading lts own nuclear position tor the moment. So I remain uaripentant 
about propoalng that our warning-coma tr om Rusk and not from you. 
You m ay want to aay a!m ply-that we have very good evidence of advanced 
preparations tor testing, and think it proper to notlfy the world of thla 
development. You might add that lt ls alway• poaslble that the Cbloeae may 
still be miaalng some essential element, and that our lndlcatore are tn no 
senee conclusive. 

3 • . On Vietnam, l think you may wt.ah to gtvo a blnt of flrmneea. It ls 
a better than. even chance that we will be undertaking aome ab! and land 

·a ction ln the Laotian corridor and even in North Viematn within the next 
two month•, and-we do not want the record to suggest even remotely that 
we campaigned on peace ln order to start a war ln November. The middle 
course we are on could well require proasure agalnat tltoae who are making 
war against South Vietnam, but the timln1r and techniq,uea of auch preaaul"e 
are a very delicate bualneo•• as you. have said several times before. 

4. More generally• I would go alter these people pretty strongly on the 
difference between tho real world and the Goldwater world. Two alm ple examples: 

(1) Brazil, Chile, P anama and Cuba all show .that CastJlo has loet ground 
while freedom baa gained. 

(Z) Bal'ry mky tblnk we may have loat ground In Europe• but the 
European• know better. I attach at Tab B a Oerman poll (public) wblch ahowa 
what the Germane tblnk of the balance of power. In 1960 only 32~ thought 
the .American• and tho Weat were •tronger, wblle 22% thought It was the 
Ruaslana and tho Eaat. Today 54'9 aay• 1t ls the Americana and the West, 
and only 1~ think lt ls tho .Ruaalane and the East. Each year alnce we came 
ln. thette baa been a gain for our slde.. Moreover• lf you want to thre>W ln a 
joke, you might point out that the mo!'e education people have, the better they 
understand tble baelc lllih fact. . 

M eo. B. 



THE WHITE H OUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 1, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

RE: Cables from Max Taylor 

Attached is Max Taylor's first response to your 
request for a weekly assessment and an earlier 
telegram to which he refers at the end of this one. 
There is not much comfort here, and Bill Sullivan, 
who is in town this week, confirms the particularly 
serious poin t made at the end of Max's telegram 
to you - - namely that there are increasing signs 
that the Vietnamese are blaming us for their troubles. 
We shall be ready to ask you for certain decisions on 
corridor air and land operations in the next few days, 
and at the same time we will want to work on the ques -
tion of the exact language we use about Vietnam in the 
next month. Unfriendly critics have found a gap 
between what you said in Manchester, N. H., and 
what my brother said in Tokyo, although in strict 
logic both speeches were within the framework of 
existing policy . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 1, 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Leak on the Gulf of Tonkin 

I talked to Cy Vance on the attached leak from 
the Navy on the Gulf of Tonkin, and he asked 
me to tell you that he is even more annoyed 
than you will be. He adds that there is no 
final report from this survey team, but that 
the AP story is pretty near right, as far as 
it goes. We can expect this to add to the 
confusion on this subject. 

This makes two leaks today for the Pentagon, 
because I think the Fryklund story on our 
estimates of Soviet missiles must have come 
from there too. The Fryklund story does us 
no harm politically but is a very serious security 
breach on a 1: · t?; held set of estimates. 

f1"1h +1, 

McG. B. 

,r 
t 
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' . 164 \·1 
.... , 'TONKIN CTOPS ~ 93> '" 

WASHINGTON CAP>-A NAVY SURVEY TEAM HAS RETURNED FROM THE SCENE OF 
THE LATEST GULF OF TONKIN INCIDENT WITH A CONCLUSION THAT TWO HIGH-SPEED 
CRAFT THREATENED PATROLLING U.S. DESTROYERS, IT WAS LEARNED TODAY. 

ORIGINAL REPORTS AFTER THE INCIDENT ON SEPT. 18 SPOKE OF VARYING 
~UMBERS OF HOSTILE SHIPS, PRESUMABLY COMMUNIST NORTH VIETNAMESE PT 
90ATS, AND A STATEMENT BY SECRETARY MCNAMARA MENTIONED FOUR UNIDENTIFIED 
VESSELS AS MENACING THE DESTROYERS. . 

INFORMED SOURCES TOLD THE ASSOCIATED PRESS THE SURVEY TEAM FOUND 
THAT RADAR CONTACTS SUGGESTED FIVE ONCOMING CRAFT BUT THAT IT WAS . 
DETERMINED THERE WERE ONLY TWO " HARD TARGETS." . 

THE RADAR BLIPS THOUGHT AT THE TIME TO BE THREE ADDITIONAL HOSTILE 
VESSELS ACTUALLY WERE "D UPLICATE I ~A GES" ON THE SCREENS OF THE TWO 
RAC ING U. S. DESTROYERS , SOURCES SAID . 

THE TEAM, MADE UP OF 30TH NAVAL OFFICERS AND CIVILIA~S, REPORTEDLY 
CAME UP WITH NO HARD EVIDE~CE I NDICATING THAT ANY OF THE DESTROYER GUNS 
HIT THt APPROACHING .CRAFT, ALT.HOUGH SOURCES SAID RADAR DID PI-CK UP 
SIGNS OF SHELL FLASHES IN THE WATER AROUND THE TARGETS. 

WE349PED 10/l 

.• ,I - -
. --~---- -

• (i6'5 W~SHINGTON--,.DD TONKIN C 164) FIRED AT THE ONCOMING SHAPES 
SOURCES SAID ~~R~~~~ES~~~SA~~~~ AT ABOUT 10,000 YARDS BEFORE 

ABOUT 11, 000 YAR . · BOUT 8 000 YARDS. 
DESTROYERS TOOKSDEPAPDEAAREiri ~~O~ THE RADARSCOPES AND NO WRECKAGE , 

THE BLIPS DI A · - · 
30~IES OR DEBRIS HAVE BEEN FOU ND . wE 351PED ·1011 

AT 
THE 
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