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April 14, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Here is George Ball's excellent briefing memorandum for your 
talk with Harold Wilson. The memorandum speaks of the Prime 
Minister's call because it was wrongly assumed that he would both 
be calling on you and lunching with you. There is no need for both 
appointments, and I have tonight sent word around that a single 
appointment at lunch is the more effective way of proceeding in the 
light of your extremely crowded pre-Easter calendar. I doubt if 
we will get any kickback. 

I have sent a number of separate messages to Wilson to emphasize 
the importance of avoiding the Pearson error, the Douglas-Home 
error, or the Michael Stewart error. I am informed by his private 
secretary that his object is to have this meeting occur without any 
such incident. What he wants most is to be on visibly close terms 
with you. That leaves you in the driver's seat.-- but my fingers are 
crossed because I know whose fault it will be if something goes 
wrong. 

McG. B. 

SEeRE-T' A TTACHM:ENT 
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TH E SECRETARY O F STATE 

WASHINGTON 

April 14 , 1965 
.-SECRET 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Call by the British Prime Minister 

Background
; 

Prime Minister Wilson will be spending two days in the 
United States, one in New York and one in Washington. His 
visit, originally scheduled for February, was intended to 
be a follow-up to his discussion with you of ANF/MLF matters 
in December. Lack of progress on allied nuclear matters 
and the development of other problems have changed the 
focus of his second trip. 

The Labor Government is beginning to take hold after 
an uncertain start. Wilson has shown himself to be a bold 
and imaginative leader despite a paper-thin majority of 
three in the House of Commons. Public opinion polls indi­
cate the British public is willing to give Wilson a chance 
to prove himself. Barring an economic recession, the chances 
are Wilson will have the time he needs. 

The Prime Minister will be accompanied by Ambassador 
Dean and George Thomson, Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs. I will also be available. 

UK Objectives 

Mr. Wilson publicly announced as he was leaving London 
that he was coming to the United States principally to talk 
about two subjects: the British economic situation and 
Viet-Nam. 
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In addition, Mr. Wilson may wish to tell you of his 
recent talk with deGaulle, the talk he had with U Thant 
on February 14 and, perhaps, certain African matters. 

Talking Points 

1. UK Economic Situation. The UK is enjoying some­
thing of an economic boom. The growth rate in 1964 was 
5 1/2 percent and there is virtually full employment. 
The major inunediate problem is the large deficit (2 bil­
lion dollars in 1964) in their balance of payments. This 
problem came to a head as soon as the Labor Government 
came to power. Massive international support has been 
necessary to support the pound. The British Government 
is attempting to correct the situation without getting 
into the "stop and go" cycle which has characterized the 
British economy since World War II. The recent budget 
has created cautious optimism in foreign circles but the 
pound will still need support. The Prime Minister will 
wish to discuss this situation including the fact that 
they will soon be making another drawing from the IMF. 
In this connection he will probably bring up the issue 
of world liquidity. 

On these subjects you should indicate approbation 
for Wilson's effort to develop a stringent budget. We 
are pleased with the evident determination of Wilson to 
defend the pound without devaluation. We are hopeful that 
the measures taken in the new budget as well as longer­
term initiatives being developed will prove to be effec­
tive in getting the British economy on a sounder basis. 

You should indicate that we face a common interest 
in finding a solution to the international liquidity 
problem satisfactory to both our countries. We realize 
that, as the payments positions of the U.S. and the UK 
are strengthened, there may develop a shortage of the 
means to finance expanding world trade. We will be glad 
to continue close consultations with the UK on this 
questiono 
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2. Vietnamo British Government support for U.S. 
policy in Vietnam has been stronger than that of our 
other major allies. It has been skillfully conducted and 
stoutly maintained by the Prime Minister. Criticism of 
this close identification with U.S. policy was begun by 
the left wing of the Labor Party but has broadened to 
include other elements fearful of the possible consequences 
in Vietnam. 

Your Johns Hopkins speech, which the British Govern­
ment praised as being statesmanlike and imaginative, has 
relieved the pressure on the Prime Ministera His sending 
of Patrick Gordon Walker, former Foreign Secretary, on 
an exploratory mission to the Far East has served the 
same purpose as will his ability to meet with you directly. 

You should indicate appreciation for the support 
the Prime Minister has given us on Vietnam. We have made 
known our willingness to discuss a peaceful solution but 
the first reactions from Hanoi and Peking are not encourag­
ing. 

Other Subjects 

1. Malaysia-Indonesia. Ambassador Bunker, who has 
been meeting with Indonesian leaders since March 31, will 
wind up his talks and depart April 150 He has been stress­
ing the point that our disagreements over Vietnam, Malaysia, 
and other world issues need not damage our bilateral re­
lations and that we should "agree to disagree". Sukarno 
has insisted that U.S. support of Malaysia is the main 
issue and that no improvement in our relations is possible 
unless we demonstrate that we are not partial to Malaysia. 
Other Indonesian leaders, however, have conceded that 
internal developments in Indonesia are at the heart of 
the problem. Bunker has refused to debate the Malaysia 
issue, and thinks his approach is making some impression 
on the Indonesians. On specific problems, hebas agreed 
on a quiet withdrawal of the Peace Corps and is now dis­
cussing what to do with our remaining programs: the 

SECft:E'i' 
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university contract teams and participant training for 
Indonesians in the UoS. 

2o France. The reports we have received indicate 
the Prime Minister succeeded in improving th~ climate of 
Anglo-French relations by his recent talks with President 
deGaulle. We have noted the statements of French officials 
that France is not attacking the pound and will endorse 
a new IMF drawing by the UK if one is considered necessaryo 

3. F=lll. Following a close Cabinet vot~, the British 
Government cancelled its expensive project to build the 
TSR-2, a plane comparable to ~he UoSo F-111. It has an 
option until April 1967 to purchase up to 110 F-llls, with 
an option for the first ten up to 1 January 19660 The final 
decision on whether to go ahead with the F-llls will depend 
largely on the results of a current UK review of defense 
policy. The British decision may also be influenced by our 
willingness to purchase some British-produced military items 
which we agreed to examine as part of the F-111 contracto 
This guid pro quo appears important as a matter of domestic 
British politicso 

4. Africa -- Zambia and Southern Rhodesia. The UoSo 
shares UK concern for the adverse impact on Zambia and all 
of Southern Africa if the Southern Rhodesian Government 
declares independence unilaterally. We look to the British 
to lead the way in coping with this delicate and difficult 
situation. We hope the UK will make every effort to muster 
the cooperation and understanding of the Commonwealth for 
its policies and we assure the UK of our willingness to 
continue our support of its position in the areao 
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T HE WHiTE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
.!?OP SEGitE~ 

April 14, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRES !DENT 

m~ 
Bob McNamara ~ bring over a cable to Taylor this e v ening which 
will rack up a number of instructions to the field to carry out some 
of the things that were discussed at lunch yesterday. (The current 
draft is at Tab A.) My own judgment is that direct orders of this sort 
to Taylor would be ve ry explosive right now because he will not agree 
with many of them and he will feel that he has not been consulted. 
He heard about the airborne brigade by a premature JCS message of 
yesterday and has already come in questioning it . 

.At Tab B is another cable from. Taylor in which he gravely questions 
the usefulness of immediate additional ground deployments. 

I am sure we can turn him around if we give him just a little time to 
come aboard, but I am not sure that you yourself currently wish to 
make a firm decision to put another 10, 000-15, 000 combat troops 
in Vietnam today. As Taylor says, we were planning when he left 
to use the Marines already on the scene in combat roles and see how 
that worked. It is not clear that we now need all these additional 
forces. 

Your own desire for nux1ng our Marines with the ir.s is quite a dif­
ferent matte~ and I think that should be pressed sharply. 

The net of this is that I would strongly recommend that you hold up 
on Bob's telegram tonight and take time to talk it over with Rusk, 
McNamara and me either after the meeting with the Senators or 
tomorrow morning. 

~~IL 
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of proposed actions before they are undertaken. Westmoreland should , 

be prepared t o discuss his plans for Items 1, 2~nd 3 with General 

Whee ler dur ing the~r discussions In Honolulu next week. 
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AuthorityStr;J e_ 1J_-1q- 77, a sj) 7 -7- 78· 
(Copy of SAIGON 3384, April 14, 1965) ' By, D c. H NA.RS, Da s-- lb -- Ji' I 

Recent actions relating to the introduction of US ground forces have 
tended to create an impression of eagerness in some quarters to 
deploy forces into South Vietnam which I find difficult to understand. 
I should think that for both military and political reasons we should 
all be most reluctant to tie down Army/Marine units in this country 
and would do so only after the presentation of the most convincing 
evidence of the necessity. 

Before the Marine> had been introduced in the Danang-Phu Bai area, there 
were at least four reasons for justifying the bringing in of US ground forces, 
among which was the need to assure the Government of Viet Nam and 
North Vietnam of our determination to stay in South Vietnam to the finish. 
Now that the Marines are ashore, that requirement is met and, in my 
opinion, no more US forces are needed to make that particular point. 

There remain three arguments !or further reinforcements: ( 1) the need 
to do essential military tasks which Government of Vietnam forces are 
unable to do; (2) the need to do essential military tasks faster than 
the Government of Vietnam forces, unassisted, are able to do; and (3) 
the desirability of making provision for possible future crises and con­
tingencies. Singly or in combination, these arguments could be adduced 
to justify almost unlimited additional deployments of US forces if 
such deployments did not raise counter-arguments which sooner or later 
outweigh the three points for the affirmative. The mounting number of 
foreign troops may sap the Government of Vietnam initiative and turn a 
defense of the Government of Vietnam homeland into what appears a 
foreign war. The increasing presence of more Americans will give 
Peking grounds to press military reinforcements on Hanoi. Frictions 
will grow between the Vietnamese and their white allies; it will become 
increasingly difficult to steer US and Government of Vietnam policy on 
parallel lines. The net effect may be not an expediting of victory but 
its retardation. 

I mention these countervailing factors to make the point that it is far from 
an unmitigated advantage to bring in more US forces. A consideration 
of the disadvantages convinces me that, while logistic preparations should 
be made now to be able to receive additional forces, the forces themselves 
should be held outside of South Vietnam just as long as possible and until 
their need is uncontrovertible. From a purely military point of view, it is 
essentially wasteful of the specialized mobility of Marines and airborne 
troops to commit them prematurely to restricted land areas. Politically, 
it is undesirable to seek authority for their introduction until a clear 
and specific need exists which assures them an unreserved welcome from 
their Government of Vietnam hosts. 

TAYLOR. 
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. .,. · a.eeat acuone r.elating t-o the tn~Oflu.edon o£ US grouad forccu• ba\te 
3 

-.. t.ftded to cr•ate n. bnpt••·stoa of •aa•r••s ta some qua••·a'• tO ·· 
ftploy lore•• lato Se\\th Vl~team which 1 ftnd dttiloult to understand. 
t ahOuld t~ak that ,.r both milltal'y and polltle*1 a1eaaon.1 we ·ahould 
all 1M most r•luetattt to d.e dcwn U.my/Ma•l'A• ~ts in thl• .;ouat·tv 
and w-.ta ao •• •nly afte.- the pre•n.tad.oa of the moat eoa•actag 
•Vf.4eaee of th4t nee .· salty. 

Bdwe th• Marluesbad been lat••dueed in th• Daaan1·Ph• Bal •••,, thtui•ew••• at l•••t.teur r•aaone fe• ju.fttfylng the ltnngtn1 &n of UI poun4 for••• 
am•ng whteh was tti. •••d to •eaure the Oov•nnn•at of Viet Nam and 
J\to#th Vlotaam el 011• determlned·e11 t-G •ta.Y tn South Viet~ to the £bd•h.. 
New that the Marine aH aa·bol'et that ffq<d.~ement l• m ·et and, ta my 
oplnloa1 no moH fSS fol'fcs•• al"e needed to mak• that ptu1tf.eul•r pot•t. 

TlMJra *•m.t.11 thw•• ar~meott fo• furtb.e~ retdo..cemente t ( l) the ued 
to do 4H•-• ·nt1al mUJ.tary task• whieh CklVfil'tUnent of. Vietnam fo•ee-• are 
unable to do: ('2) the ated to do •••••tlal tnlH.tln'y t1uaks fattet' than · 
the Oova-nuneo.t ef Vletnain fe ee•• urt••ll•t•4• are able to doJ ~ct(!)

\ ti. deairabilHy ot _,,aldag p#ov.tdon for poaaielo iutw-e crl••• and eon­
tlas•••••· Sl_,1y o'J' tn comldrtat.ien, these argwnente could be adduced\ 
to Justtfy altnO·• ·t unlimlttrd adclition.a.1 uploym•nte of us to.reel u

} Mleb chployment~• dt4 not ral-M coun.te•-arglament• whleh sooner or lateJ' 
'\ eu.iw.tgh. the thitee point& for the .tfi~ma.tlve. The mounting- number of 

\ foi.tga t•oop• U'l&y aap the 0ove1'·am•nt of Vietnam biltl-fl.tlve and tu·~ a 
ddenae of th• OQVO'nuneat ol Vletmt.m ·homelaad tato what appttal*s a 
t•tteip wu. The bu1naeiag pr•••nce ot mowti Ame:tlcal\e will "" 
Fetdag gi-oundi to pll'••• mUhary ·iteiafol'cem•ntt on Hanel.. Trietloas 
wlll arow he-twffll tht Vi•~••• u.4 theist white alli••• It wlU Meeme 
iae»easlngly dtffitndt to •tf•t US 8.ltd Oo~mm•at Of Vlemam policy on 
parallel HM•· The net effect may be not an ..,,atlag ot -rietofy but 
lt• ~•ta7datt.-on. · • 

! m•atl• these countt:tvaUlng :tactor•- to mak.• ~ polut that lt i• tai- fttom 
r' ea uttmitiga.ted advaatap· to b,tag ta more US le••••· A eoaelde-•a..tion 
t of the dlaadvania.1•• eoavtncee me taat1 whtl•· l•••-tlo pr•ptatlons s·hould~ 

bt made now to be able to >reeeive additional fuce•, the f•rees the·mselvee 
al\old.d be held out·•·ld• of South Vietnam J\f.et as long ae po•etble and witU' l~ theil' need le unc,onuove:rtible. From a pu11•ly mtlitey poiJal; of view, it l• 
eJ1.eatt'1ly waeteful of the •·pecla.lint! mobility of M.:a1ino• and atrbo•ae 
tl'-oep• to commit them p•emaw. ·1y to re•tri~•d land · a~.e. •· Politically. 
tt i• undesb~a1'1• to •••k authodty fo-r thelt lntredu.ctic>l'l µattl a oleatt 
and apeetftc. n•ed •xlete which assu:res the·m an •••• ·.~ w•leOPJct fw~m 
th•iit Governmeat of Vietnam bute. '. i 
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Highest euthorlty belteves tho situation In $ou1:h Vietnam 

hes been dete.rloratlng and that, 1n addltlon to aet1ons agalna..t. the· 

North , something new must be added In the South to achieve vf ~tory. . 

As steps -to that end; highest authority has approved the followtng 

action..: 

1 • Expor hnenta I encadrement by US forces of South VI atnamese 

ground troops both to stiffen and Increase theh~ effee.tlveness and ::: 
I 

also ~o •dd to their fire power . Wes-tmore1atid wll l . be responsible : 
II 

for develop Ing · a detelled p1an and subml ttlng through CINCPAC to 

JCS fot flnal approval. It Is sugg~sted he d~v~lop tWo approaches 
· " 

to be carried out toneurrently, one ln~lvlng addft;fon of approxi­

mately SO US combat personnel to ea~h of 10 ARVN battalions and the 

other lnvolvlng th<! Integration of approximately j addltlon•t Army/ 

Marine batta11ons with 3 or more South Vietnamese battalions for 

use In combat operations . (lt Is ree<Jgnlzed th~t t·f the South 
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.. 

Vletnamese battal Ions used for thf s purpos.e are transfett•d from a 

general reserve assignment, It may be neeessary. t~ r~p1ace them.) 
.. '""'' 

2. Introduction of a brigade force Into the Bien Hoa .. V.lng 

Tau •rea, both to act as a security force for our lnsta11atlons and 

•1so to partJefpate In c:ounter•ln•urgeney combat. operations. 

Westmoreland wll 1 develop and submit to CINtPAC and th• JCS a p1an 

for the use of these troops In such operations. 

J. tntr.oductlon of batt•llon or mu1 U-.battallon forces Into 

2 or 3 additional tocattons along tbe coast, e.g., Q.ul Nhon. 

W~$tmoreland w111 submit proposals as .to number of troops required 

and loc.EJtlon for asslgnmer\t. The purpose of these deployments will 

be to experiment further with US forces In a ec>unter•f nsurgency role. 

Items 1, 2 and 3 above are designed as fnttlal st:eps to 

Increase the effeetlveness of the counter•gue·totll la Campaign. If 

these moves are successful, they should be fol lowed prompt.ly by,-. 

requests for additional US forces. 

4. A substantial expansion of Vtetn•mese reerulting c.m­

palgn utl11zlng US recruiting experts, techniques, and procedures. 

Westmoreland wll 1 work out with the South Vietnamese new tecl'ulttng 

goals and detailed plans for aceomp11.shlng thE;lm. 

5. An experimental program providing ekpan4ed medlea1 ser• 

vices to the countryside uti 1lzlng mobile dispensaries, The 

Surgeon General of the Anny Is befng directed to work with COMUSMACV 

to develop a detatled plan to accompHsh thfs objective. 
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6. An experhnental Introduction Into the provincial govern• I · 

ment structure of a team of US Army Civil Affal rs personnel •. 

lnltla11y teams should be lntrodueed Into 2 or 3 province•. General 

X Is bet~g .sent' to work with COMUSMACV to develop a detailed plan 

to accompHth this · objective. 

,1 7.· An experimental plan for distribution of food directly 
I 

to ARYN personnel and/or their faml1 les• General V Is befn·g' sent 

to work with COMUSMACV to develop a detailed plan for this - purpose~ 

Ambassador Taylor should O.h•ar Items l.,. 2. and 3 with 

GVN, after which State and Defense will Inform tongres•lonal leaders 

11 of ptoposed aettons before they are undertaken. Westmoreland should 

11 
be prepat"ed to discuss his plans for f tems '• 2 nd 3 with General 

II 

Wheeler during their dlseuufons In Honolulu next week. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

April 14, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Here is George Ball's excellent briefing memorandum for your 
talk with Harold W~lson. The memorandum speaks of the Prime 
Minister's call because it was wrongly assumed that he would both 
be calling on you and lunching with you. There is no need for both 
appointments, and I have tonight sent word around that a single 
appointment at lunch is the more effective way of proceeding in the 
light of your extremely crowded pre-Easter calendar. I doubt if 
we will get any kickback. 

I have sent a number o~ separate messages to Wilson to emphasize 
the importance of avoiding the Pearson error, the Douglas-Home 
error, or the Michael Stewart error. I am informed by his private 
secretary that his object is to have this meeting occur without any 
such incident. What he wants most is to be on visibly close terms 
with you. That leaves you in the driver's seat.-- but my fingers are 
crossed because I know whose fault it will be if something goes 
wrong. 

McG. B . 

.SECI\ET ATTA CHlv1ENT 
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TH E. SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

April 14 , 1965 
~ECRi:T 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Call by the British Prime Minister 

Background 

Prime Minister Wilson will be spending two days in the 
Uni t ed States, one in New York and one in Washington. His 
visit, originally scheduled for February, was intended to 
be a follow-up to his discussion with you of ANF/MLF matters 
in December . Lack of progress on allied nuclear matters 
and the development of other problems have changed the 
focus of his second trip. 

The Labor Government is beginning to take hold after 
an uncertain start." Wilson has shown himself to be a bold 
and imaginative leader despite a paper-thin majority of 
three in the House of Commons. Public opinion polls indi­
cate the British public is willing to give Wilson a chance 
to prove himself . . Barring an economic recession, the chances 
are Wilson will have the time he needs. 

The Prime Minister will be accompanied by Ambassador 
Dean and George Thomson, Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs. I will also be available. 

UK Objectives 

Mr. Wilson publ.icly announced as he was leaving London 
that he was coming 
about two subjects: 
Viet-Nam~ 

,... 
DECLASSIFIED 

··-~ 

E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4 

' "l~!~ p ept. Guldeff~~~ ... _ ,,
By~NARA, Date~) 

to the United States principally . to talk 
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In addition, Mr. Wilson may wish to tell you of his 
recent talk with deGaulle, the talk he had with U Thant 
on February 14 and, perhaps, certain African matters. 

Talking Points 

1. UK Economic Situation. The UK is enjoying some­
thing of an economic boom. The growth rate in 1964 was 
5 1/2 percent and there is virtually full employment. 
The major immediate problem is the large deficit (2 bil­
lion dollars in 1964) in their balance of payments. This 
problem came to a head as soon as the Labor Government 
came to power. Massive international support has been 
necessary to support the pound. The British Government 
is attempting to correct the situation without getting 
into the "stop and go" ·cycle which has characterized the 
British economy since World War II. The recent budget 
has created cautious optimism in foreign circles but the 
pound will still need support. The Prime Minister will 
wish to discuss this situation including the fact that 
they will soon be making another drawing from the IMF. 
In this connection he will probably bring up the issue 
of world liquidity. 

On these subjects you should indicate approbation 
for Wilson's effort to develop a stringent budget. We 
are pleased with the evident determination of Wilson to 
defend the pound without devaluation. We are hopeful that 
the measures taken in the new budget as well as longer­
term initiatives being developed will prove to be effec­
tive in getting the British economy on a sounder basis. 

You should indicate that we face a common interest 
in finding a solution to the international liquidity 
problem satisfactory to both our countries. We realize 
that, as the payments positions of the U.S. and the UK 
are strengthened, there may develop a shortage of the 
means to finance expanding world trade. We will be glad 
to continue close consultations with the UK on this 
questiono 

--SEORE'r 
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2. Vietnamo British Government support for U.S. 
policy in Vietnam has been stronger than that of our 
other major allies. It has been skillfully conducted and 
stoutly maintained by the Prime Minister. Criticism of 
this close identification with U.S. policy was begun by 
the left wing of the Labor Party but has broadened to 
include other elements fearful of the possible consequences 
in Vietnam. 

Your Johns Hopkins speech, which the British Govern­
ment praised as being statesmanlike and imaginative, has 
relieved the pressure on the Prime Ministera His sending 
of Patrick Gordon Walker, former Foreign Secretary, on 
an exploratory mission to the Far East has served the 
same purpose as will his ability to meet with you directly. 

You should indicate appreciation for the support 
the Prime Minister has given us on Vietnam. We have made 
known our willingness to discuss a peaceful solution but 
the first reactions from Hanoi and Peking are not encourag­
ing. 

Other Subjects 

1. Malaysia-Indonesia. Ambassador Bunker, who has 
been meeting ·with Indonesian leaders since March 31, will 
wind up his talks and depart April 15a He has been stress­
ing the point that our disagreements over Vietnam, Malaysia, 
and other world issues need not damage our bilateral re­
lations and that we should "agree to disagree". Sukarno 
has insisted that U.S. support of Malaysia is the main 
issue and that no improvement in our relations is possible 
unless we demonstrate that we are not partial to Malaysia. 
Other Indonesian leaders, however, have conceded that 
internal developments in Indonesia are at the heart of 
the problem. Bunker has refused to debate the Malaysia 
issue, and thinks his approach is making some impression 
on the Indonesians. On specific problems, heha.s agreed 
on a quiet withdrawal of the Peace Corps and is now dis­
cussing what to do with our remaining programs: the 
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university contract teams and participant training for 
Indonesians in the UoS. 

2o France. The reports we have received indicate 
the Prime Minister succeeded in improving the climate of 
Anglo-French relations by his recent talks with President 
deGaulle. We have noted the statements of French officials 
that France is not attacking the pound and will endorse 
a new IMF drawing by the UK if one is considered necessary. 

3. F~lll. Following a close Cabinet vote, the British 
Government cancelled its expensive project to build the 
TSR-2, a plane comparable to the UoSo F-111. It has an 
option until April 1967 ·to purchase up to 110 F-llls, with 
an option f6r the first ten up to 1 January 1966. The final 
decision on whether to go ahead with the F-llls will depend 
largely on the results of a current UK review of defense 
policy. The British decision may also be influenced by our 
willingness to purchase some British-produced military items 
which we agreed to examine as part of the F-111 contract. 
This guid pro guo appears important as a matter · of domestic 
British politicso 

4. Africa -- Zambia and Southern Rhogesia. The U.So 
shares UK concern for the adverse impact on Zambia and all 
of Southern Africa if the Southern Rhodesian Government 
declares independence unilaterally. We look to the British 
to lead the way in coping with this delicate and difficult 
situation. We hope the UK will make every effort to muster 
the cooperation and understanding of the Commonwealth for 
its policies and we assure the UK of our willingness to 
continue our support of its position in the area. 

i 
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Aprll 14. 1965 

MEMORANDUM roa THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECTi Further Peace Steps in Vietnam 

I bave two au.1geatlon1 here: 

1. One l• to announce that you are aendlaa Hubert Hum-pbrer to salgoa. 
I bow you have been ve11 reluctao.t to u•• blm la foreign affair•• and for 
exeellent reanua. but there l• ao doubt that auch a tnitaioa -would glvo ua 
a great cbaace for public attention to tbe r•al problem•; It "WO-uld al•o holp 
put alp and coafldeuc.e into tbe 01.lat Govern.meat. (Quat bu aabd.for hlm 
privately). He could emphaalze tbe paclficadon program, the foi-pvenees 
for defector•• tile aearch for peace, and other •'1ch nolaea, all wlthl.n the 
framework of John.aoman flrmno••· He •ould collect a number of brick• 
bata • wblcb would do blm. aome •ocl here at honte. But do JOU want to 
cuae blm tlal• way? 

2. You your•eU could make a new atatement wblc;A could ehargea. the 
point that what le at stake l• the future of South Vl·e•aam and &ho hope• 
of it• owa poo}lle. Ou Jtegloual Devolopm.~uit Plan l• aimed at lte 
attractloo.• I.or Ham>l; 1 think we ued to •1'ai.-p•u tb.e Idea that &he people 
who nall1 ueed Tender LoviDg Care are the ricdm• of tbe •tn.aste lti 
South Vietnam. Thb would also allow ua to conc•nt rate attention on the 
fact that the real Vletlma o1 tbl • war a.re not a few bri4&••, but tholdauda 
and thouan.da of '1llager•. In •ucb. a comment. we could also make Mme 
eharp :remark• abo\4 the rofu•al of all Communist capitals to eugage ln 
any !dud of di•cus•loas of the war to peace.• 

A atatement of tlda Jdud could aleo reaear•• the good week'• work done 
on re1looal developmeBt. Black and U Thant have had a good talk on tide. 

On Saturday we shall have a left•wins atudent protest wattr here to 
WuYa1ioa, with plcket• aleo at the !l&och. A atrong peaceloncs atatemeat 
tomorrow or Friday might help cool them off ahead of time. 

I need your brief guidance on &hf.a tonlgbt. 

Mc:OB 

https://thouan.da


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 14, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Senate Foreign Relations Committee reports the Aid Bill 
with three interesting changes 

?~ 
1. The Committee recommends $3. ~53 billion, which is only $28 
million below your request. 9 of the 28 million is money A ID no 
longer wants. The other 19 million is support assistance that got 
cut when they cut the military assistance, and did not get restored. 
Bell would like to get it back if he can., but on balance is happy with the 
money. 

2. Fulbright got his two-year authorization which gives him great 
pleasure. 

3. But to get his two years, Fulbright accepted a Morse proposal 
to end the present program on July 1, 1967 and to appoint a Com­
mission of 12 (4 from Senate Foreign Relations, 4 from House 
Foreign Affairs and 4 by the President) to make recommendations 
for a wholly new program which would give aid to not more than 50 
countries. Dave Bell thinks this Commission is nonsense and would 
only produce an elaborate stalemate. He said House Foreign Affairs 
will strongly oppose it and that it can probably be killed in conference 
along with the two-year authorization. 

4. Fulbright is extremely pleased with himself and will regard Bell's 
position as stupid and destructive. My own view is that it is Fulbright 
who has shown once again that he simply does not know how to run his 
own Committee. 

5. Fulbright will be present with the Senators this evening and wil 1 
be hoping for love and kisses from you. You will know better than I 
what to tell him - - but my own guess is that you may prefer to let 
the House handle the matter for you. 

lni.1. & . 
McG. B. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

..SECRET April 14, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Your meeting with Mayor Brandt and Fritz Erler 

Mayor Brandt's visit to the U. S. is prompted as much by the German election 
campaign as any other consideration. It is traditional in past-war German 
politics for each candidate for the Ge-rman Chancellorship to be photographed 
with the President. This clearly is Brandt's principal purpose at this time. 
But in fairness to Brandt and his party, they are the most consistently 
pro-American political force in Germany today. The Socialists have no 
prominent Gaullists in their ranks and therefore they do not suffer from 
the schizophrenia which plagues the Christian Democra~s. 

Brandt will be accompanied by Fritz Erler,. (the Socialists' shadow Foreign 
Minister) and the German Ambassador. He has asked for a few minutes 
alone with you, either at the beginning or before the end of the meeting. 
According to his press secretary (who is also his political confidant) he 
wants to urge you not to press the MLF soon or hard lest it destroy any 
possibility for German ll;lnification, and ostensibly this is the major subject 
he wishes to discuss privately. 

For public purposes, the principal subject of conve r sation is the recent 
Communist harassment of Berlin, and there might be some advantage 
in having an agreed statement on this subject released at the end of 
the meeting. The text of a possible statement which George could 
give the press as Brandt leaves is attached at Tab A. This is a free 
option. 

Brandt probbl y will want a picture with you alone (just as the 
Chancellor will when he gets here) and I would urge that he ge given one. 

A State Department briefing memo, which touches upon the other 
issues likely to arise, is attached at Tab B. 

'It, c.f. ~, 
McG. B. 

DECL SIFIED 
E.O. 129 - ~ ... 3.5 

NSC Memo, 1130/~ J, State Dept Guidelines 
By , il \RA, Date -l3 ...C\C\ 
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ADDRESS Ol"P'ICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

nfE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON ZS, D. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

s/s 5375 

April 12 , 1965- CONFil)E~lTT AI 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Briefing Memorandum for the President's 
Meeting with Mayor Brandt and Fritz Erler 

Enclosed is a briefing memorandum for the President's meeting on 
Wednesday, April 14, at one o'clock with Mayor Brandt of . Berlin. It is 
expected that Fritz Erler, who is Vice Chairman of the German Socialist 
Party, and Ambassador Heinrich Knappstein will accompany Brandt. Alfred 
Puhan, Director of the Office of German Affairs, will be present. 

There is also enclosed a proposed press statement regarding the 
Communist interference with Allied and German access to Berlin which took 
place last week. It is suggested that this statement be issued to the press 
following the President's meeting with Mayor Brandt. 

4:£~~ 
~ Executive Secretary 

Enclosures: 

Briefing Memorandum 
Press Statement 

CQ~f FIDEH'f IAL 
DECLASSIFIED 

E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 
State Dept. Guidelines 

By , NARA, Date ·t!· 
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BRIEFING MEMORANDUM 

Subject: Call by Governing Mayor Brandt of Berlin and Fritz Erler 

Who They Are: You have met Brandt on many occasions. He is about to begin 
an active campaign as Social Democratic (SPD)candidate for Chancellor of the 
Federal Republic running against Erhard (CDU). The elections will take place 
on September 19. Fritz Erler is Vice Chairman of the Social Democratic Party 
and would be the Foreign Minister if the Socialists form a cabinet. You met 
him when you were Vice President. He is considered one of Germany's most 
skilled politicians as well as a foreign policy expert. Brandt and Erler 
are both good friends of the US. Both speak good English. 

Why They Are Here: Brandt is building up his image in preparation for the 
election campaign. He and Erler also want to get the benefit of the latest 
US thinking on German and world problems. Both are interested in the Great 
Society. 

What You Might Say: 

(1) Berlin access. The United States is determined to stay in Berlin 
and to maintain its rights. We believe the British and French are equally 
determined. While we understand the desire of the Federal Republic for 
closer political association between Berlin and West Germany, we feel it is 
essential not to prejudice Allied rights in Berlin in any way. (The Federal 
Republic keeps pressing for parliamentary meetings in West Berlin and these 
invite Communist retaliation, as happened last week.) Tell Brandt you in­
tend to issue a statement reaffirming US resolve to remain in Berlin (draft 
statement attached). 

(2) German unity. This continues to be a major United States goal. 
We are now consulting with the British, the French and the Germans regarding 
a possible Allied step, perhaps in the form of an Allied declaration. Ask 
Brandt and Erler for their views on Soviet policy and developments. 

(3) Ties between Europe and the United States. We believe it important 
to keep NATO healthy and strong. We intend to maintain our combat forces in 
Europe. We continue to urge that our European partners agree on the kind of 
nuclear role they want within the Alliance. Close cooperation between 
Europe and the United States is essential for us all. (Brandt and Erler are 
both firm believers in cooperation with the United States; both are concerned 

CONFIDE:blTlt..L =-
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about the role of de Gaulle and the nuclear question.) 

(4) Viet-Nam. Brandt and Erler will want to hear your views on Viet• 
Nam. 

Attachment: 

Draft statement on Berlin 

CQ~JFIDENTIM:r--



DRAFT PRESS STATEMENT 

The President has just met with Governing Mayor Brandt 

of Berlin. In their conversation the President told Mayor 

Brandt that the United States, in cooperation with its 

Allies, will continue to maintain its rights in Berlin and 

regards the Communist harassment of last week as both illegal 

and dangerouso The President emphasized that the status of 

Berlin, which is based on Four-Power agreements, must be 

preserved. He expressed admiration for the bravery and 

resolution of the people of Berlin in the face of Communist 

pressure and provocationo 



AprU 14, 1965 

ME.M.ORANDU.M. .f'OR THE PB.ES.ID.ENT 

SUBJECT: Yo~ meetla1 •UJ& Mayor lSrandt and Frlts Erler 

Mayor .BraGdt'a vl1U to tbe U. S. I• prompte4 aa rrmcll by tll• ee..maa election 
campaip aa auy otber coulderauoa. It I• tradUloaal ID put-wai- <Jerman 
polltle• tor each caa414at• I• th• Oermaa C!aaacellorablp to b• photograpl:aed 
wlt1' the hea.ldem. TIU.a clearly'* Braa4t*• pitiactpal purpoae at thU Ume. 
But ta labae•• to Brandt ud his partf. they are the moat couleteatly 
pro•Amerlcaa polltlcal lorc• IA Germaay today. Tu Soclallah iaa•• Ao 
piiomlaeas. Ciaullbta la. thet. rt.Us and tllerelor• they 4o not nffer from 
tb.e eddsophnala wldch. plapea the Ckrlatlan Democrat•. 

Brandt wW be ac:compaaled by Frlta Erler,. (the Soclallat•' •badow Forelp 
Mlalahl') aa4 the Germaa Ambaaaador. H• baa uked tor a tew.mJaiute• 
alo•• with you. .eltber at tb.• beclmWaa or bofore the •ad of the~ meettnc• 
.Accordlag to hl• pr••• ••cretary (who u allo hlt pollUcal cODfldaat) ,he 
want• to tal'I• yoa aot to prua the ld.13 100.. OI' bard l••t lt de•troy aar 
po11lbWty for C.maa -.tficatloa. aod oatea.•latt 4hl• l8 the maJor •u.bJect 
he wlalte• to dl•c.•• prlvat.ly. 

For public purposea, th• princlpal aubJ•ct of coav•••a.Uoa 1• thft·. sieced 
Commuo.l•t huaa•m•d of BerU.. ea.cl thel"• ml&14 be Mm• advautaa• 
ta havl111 aa ag..-eed •tatemeat OA Ud• •abJed Jiele.&1-4 at tho elld.of , 
the meetlag. Th9 tut ot a po·••tbl• atatem.eat whlc1l O.Oi-c• could 
1lv• th• pr••• u Braadt l•avea 1• attached at Tab A. TW.. i• a fr•• 
optt.Oa,•. 

' 

Brandt probbly will wan.ta pl~I'• dh yoa alone (Ju&.a.• tb.e .Q 

Chaacelloir will W'he11 he get• here) aa;d t •"14 •ra• that he II• 1ivea oae. 

A State Departmesu b71e0.ag memo. which. ic>uche• upo• the oth.n 
lsso•• Ukely to atil••• l• attac.hed at Tab·B. 

McQ. B., 

https://b71e0.ag
https://prlvat.ly


Statemellt by O.Orp Rt•df oa the PJ'eaident•a Talk 
"'1th Mayol* Draodt .... Bn4-•t.a1 E•tt•eat&UY• lrl'U. Erler 

Ti. lrlayor told tho Pneldoot o! the recent Commaa.l•t at.tempt to hara.• 

the PM"pl• or F•ff BttUaad the reacttoa te U. TIMll Pt••l4eol.:exptt••ed 

hl• admlraUOG for th• coaraa• ud ~•aohitloa of C. people ~· nn11a · 111 the 

t.c• of Comma.S.t prea1,a•• &ad provocatloa. · &t ..eatarmed t1Mt 4etermlaM1oa 

of the Uatt.d States lo ~ad the a'l&ht• aad f te•dom of tile PttOPl• of 8-Uo 
t , 

aa.d to con.uao.e to ••ek a Jut. aad laaUa1 •ola.t1oo. to the ucre•ol•ri Oennaa 

problem. 

.; 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 13, 1965 

. .. 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Reports on Vietnam 

Here are two Vietnamese reports that are 
interesting: · -

.At Tab A is an analysis of White House mail 
on Vietnam. The short of it is that your speech 
has totally reversed the situation prevailing 

. before last Wedne.sday. Is this something you 

~ tiuZt&ut toN: frLcorrespondent? 

A ... ~t Tab B is a report of a long backgrounder 
\\"""'\ given by Max Taylor yesterday or the day before 

, J in Saigon. I have not seen many stories that 
V 2M relate back to it, but I have sidelined points at 

which you m .ay feel that he was too explicit. .Yet 
~ .....d., .~n.._ on balance it se.ems to me that he did a good job, 
~~'f and I do not myself think that we gain much by . 

l ~ \_ tr~;c:l a rein ~11fs ~:g~ 
vA.. ~ ~ . M<. 

J)J.~ .~. ~JJfr'( ~· 
' ( . 11 . . ~ --w°""'l\~...AU..,~ ~~· ~ 

'tv-- v ~ '~'Jv t :_... ~~ · 
~~ \ \VY~ ri-- . 
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https://l\~...AU




THE WHI T E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY April 13, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Analysis of White House Mail on Vietnam 
- April 4 through April 12 

President Johnson 1 s speech at Johns Hopkins brought a sharp 
reversal in the heavy flow of critical mail. Volume of mail on 
Vietnam slowed after the speech and shifted from 5 to 1 against the 
President to better than 4 to 1 in his favor . Telegrams which had been 
running 5 to 1 against the P resident are now running better than 4 to 1 
in support of his Vietnam policy as outlined at Johns Hopkins . 

From April 4 through 7, the White House received approximately 
2, 000 letters, 304 telegrams and 208 postcards. 

From April 8 through 12, the White House received approximately 
789 letters and 559 telegrams. 

L etters now e xpress general approval of the President's policies 
w·ith specific endorsement of his offer of unconditional negotiations and 
a program of economic aid for Southeast Asia. Significant numbers of 
writers note the pride they felt in the President and the country while 
listening to the address. Others mentioned a new feeling of optimism 
and relief - - of new hope for the future. Several commended the 
President's choice of Eugene Black, and offered their services to the 
economic development and assistance effort. 

Before the speech, mail which opposed the President's Vietnam 
policies urged an immediate cease-fire, withdrawal and a negotiated 
settlement. There were repeated requests that the UN be involved in 
any settlement. Other significant themes were: references to the 
economic development of the Mekong Delta and other opportunities for 
the U.S. to demonstrate a more positive image in Southeast Asia; 
expressions of shame and horror at the brutality of the war and the 
suffering of civilians; references to Goldwater and the charge that the 
President was pursuing Goldwater-like policies; confusion over U . S. 
aims; expressions of distaste for the use of napalm, gas and the 
bombing of North Korea. 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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Before the speech, mail which supported the President's Vietnam 
policies stressed the need to halt the spread of communism and to stop 
Chinese expansionism. 

After the speech, mail which opposes the President's Vietnam 
policies criticized the proposal for a $1 billion aid program, arguing 
that the money be used for defense rather than "tribute" (the Dirksen 
term). Letters frequently called the speech a "disappointment". Some 
called for an immediate cease-fire and negotiations; some urged 
withdrawal; others demanded a firmer policy to stop communism with 
no extension of economic aid. 

Telegrams now express strong approval of the President's 
policies, particularly the pursuit of a peaceful solution, the offer of 
economic aid, food surpluses, e.tc. There are expressions of gratitude 
and congratulation; support for the mention of a role for the United 
Nations; endor sernent for the offer of unconditional negotiations. 

Before the speech, telegrams which opposed the President's 
Vietnam policies urged the use of UN machinery and an immediate cease­
fire. There were expressions of shock and anger, opposition to 
Goldwater-like policies, opposition to air attacks, gas and chemical 
warfare; support of economic development efforts. 

Origins of mail - Where California and New York were clearly 
the principal sources of mail before the speech, there is more even 
distribution throughout the country now. There is also an almost 
even balance among men and women. 

c 
CLC 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
{Cy of Saigon 3342, April 12, 1965) 

In a background briefing for selected press representatives, Ambassador 
Taylor said he would give the high points of his recent Washington dis -
cussions. 

His discussions mainly concerned three areas of difficulty, he said: 
manpower for Government of Vietna·m, restraining of Viet Cong infil­
tration, and pacification. 

In amplification, the Ambassador said General Westmoreland had re com- · 
mended increases in strengths of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam, 
paramilitary forces, and police. The goal of 160, 000 new men for this 
year had already been announced, he said, and he felt this figure could 
be reached with maximum effort on the part of the Government of Vietnam. 
On the question of increased US military participation, the Ambassador 
noted the announcement on incr eases in US Marine strength which had 
been. made yesterday. In addition, General Westmoreland had recommended 
certain increases in the numbers of individuals and units to enable US 
forces already here to function ·more effectively.I 
Three specific actions have been approved. First is the establishment 
of an Army Logistical Command here. This would draw together five 
or six current logistical operations under one head. It would mean an 
addition of several thousand US troops. Secondly, it was decided to in­
crease progra·ms of improvement to port facilities in the central region. 
This would serve both military and local economic needs, especially 
those arising from increased numbers of refugees in the central cities. 
The third measure is an increased use of US Seventh Fleet to assist in 
controlling infiltration by sea. All these were measures to offset Vietf 
Cong strength, the Ambassador stressed. 

In addition, he participated in Washington discussions on US air action 
against North Vietnam - - how better to orchestrate strikes and ·make 
the program more effective. It was generally felt that the current pro­
gram is about right as to tempo. The Ambassador said that no change 
in behavior on the part of Hanoi had been noted so far as a result of the 
strikes, but it was still too early to expect one. There had been visible 
results in the North, he said: cumulative ·material aspects of the strikes 
were making co ·m ·munications mo re difficult in the southern pa rt of North 

l Vietnam, where road .move-ment was ha·mpered, and it was felt that the 
attacks were beginning to have a significant impact on the economic and 
national life of North Vietnam. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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The Ambassador said that the subject of pacification received the most 
attention in Washington. The US realizes, he said, that pressure on 
Hanoi from air alone is not enough. If the North Vietnamese think they 
are about to win the war on the ground in the South, they may decide to 
absorb punishment of US-GVN air strikes. We must prove to the North 
that they do not have a chance to win against forces in the South. The 
Ambassador continued that many progra·ms were discussed in Washing­
ton and that no single spectacular plan was adopted. 

As to the final topic discussed in Washington, the Ambassador said that 
the President's Johns Hopkins speech and the State Department's answer 
to the 17 non-aligned nations spoke for him. 

In answer to a question about possible contacts with North Vietna·m, or 
signals that North Vietnam might be responding to our bombing, the 
Ambassador said there are various points North Vietnam can use for 
contacts with Western countries -- the UN, or places where they have 
diplomatic representation, for example, but we do not know exactly how 
they would choose to contact us. In answer to this question, the 
Ambassador said that there has been no change in our preparedness to 
talk on the subject of Vietnam, but emphasized that the US wi 11 not accept 
cessation of its bo·mbings as a pre-condition for discussions. In answer 
to a question as to whether there had been any lessening of Viet Cong 
activity which might be significant in this regard, the Ambassador replied 
there had not been anything to justify a reduction in bombing of the North. 

The Ambassador said in answer to a question, that the President's state­
ment that the US is ready to engage in discussions without pre-conditions 
was clear and stressed that discussions are not the same as negotiations; 
no state·.ment had been made by the US Government about negotiations.\ 
In answer to a question, the Ambassador said we assu·me Hanoi is free 
to speak for itself with regard to the course of war, but we cannot be sure 
of the extent of possible pressure on Hanoi by other Communist countries. 
The question was asked whether the Ambassador would revise his earlier 
state:ment that he did not expect intervention by the Soviet Union or Red 
China; the Ambassador replied it was his personal view that there would 
be no massive Soviet or Chinese intervention at this time, but that shipments 
of arms or other secondary kinds of assistance ·might continue. 

In answer to a question as to whether he would be leaving his Saigon post, 
he said no. A question was asked whether the figure for the 1965 increase 
in GVN forces was 100,000 or 160,000, the Ambassador replied that the 
former figure was mentioned by Secretary McNamara some ti.me ago, but 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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since that time, a higher target of 160, 000 had been adopted. In answer 
to a question as to whether the US was planning on an establishment of 
350, 000 US troops in Vietnam, the Ambassador replied he knew of no 
such plan. Asked if there had been thought given to attacking an important 
target in North Vietnam in reprisal f.6r the Saigon Embassy bo ·mbing, the 
Ambassador replied that the air strike program was carefully planned 
and not tied to specific Viet Cong actions, so he had not considered any 
special measure necessary as a result of the Embassy bombing. Asked 
if the question of hot pursuit had CO'me up as a result of the MIG dogfights, 
the Ambassador replied, not to his knowledge. The Ambassador also 
replied, "no" when asked whether US or GVN ground action was planned 
against North Vietnam. In answer to a question as to whether a naval 
blockade of North Vietnam was among the measures contemplated in the 
increase of Seventh Fleet support to the Vietnam war {'mentioned above}, 
the Ambassador replied that in his opinion, a blockade operation would 
not be profitable due to cost, international co ·mplications, and possible 
involvement with airfields on Hainan Island. 

The Ambassador was asked whether attention was being given to the 
problem that US allies contribute to trade flowing through the Port of 
Haiphong. He replied he was not aware of anything being done at this 
time, but it was something he might not know in any case. In answer to 
a question about the disposition of E ~mbassy-bombing terrorist Hai, the 
Ambassador said that Prime Minister Quat knows we have a proble-m 
(referring to the threatened execution of Gustav Hertz) and we know he 
has a problem; the Ambassador felt nothing hasty would be done. 

The Ambassador was asked in connection with a previous question as to 
whether a coup was imminent, whether there were anything we could do 
to prevent a coup if we wanted to. The Ambassador replied we had not 
in the past been able to forestall coups; but that we would always try; 
what was really needed was more conviction a .mong politically active 
Vietna·mese that coups were harmful. 

In answer to a question as to whether the stationing of US Marines in Hue 
was a change in policy, since Marines were not guarding a major US 
installation like the Danang Airbase, the Ambassador replied that there 
was no difference in the employment of Marines in his mind, and that the 
Hue/Phu Bai airfield area would become .more important -- a satellite 
of the Danang Airbase. He was asked whether Phu Bai would be made 
into a jet airfield, and replied not at this time. 
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A question was asked whether, if the MIGs which intercepted the US 
planes yesterday were Chinese, an entirely new problem in the war 
would now face the US; the Ambassador replied he had no proof that 
the MIGs were Chinese, and Zorthian read a just-received Department 
of Defense statement on this incident. 

Finally, the Ambassador was asked whether one of the US's major 
problems in Vietnam was not instability of political life here. The 
Ambassador replied, "yes, 11 and in answer to a question as to what we 
were doing about it, went on to say that we were trying to make our 
advice and help available to the Government of Vietnam in support of 
political stability, and that we felt that under Prime Minister Quat, 
the Government of Vietnam was doing well. 



THE WHITE HOUSE

j ,.WASHINGTON 

~~ 4/12/65 

Mr. President: 

Per our phone conversation. 

McG. B. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 11, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Reply to Senator Mansfield 

The attached will put you even with Mike 
Mansfield -- the speech did most of the job, 
and this is correspondingly brief. 

'Inc/. 15. 
McG. B. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
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WASHINGTON 

April lZ, 1965 

Dear Mike: 

I have been slow in answering your memorandum of 
March 18 and your letter of March Z4. They arrived 
just at the time when I was getting my thoughts in ord~r 
for the speech on Vietnam which I delivered on April 7. 
Your memoranda were helpful in that process, just as 

...; ... .your eloquent statement of support on the day after the 
~speech was a great help. I know how deeply troubled 

' ; 
you have been about the situation in Vietnam, and forl 
that reason your support is all the more welcome. 

I As I read your letter and memorandum, I think there is 
more agreement than difference between us. Let me I 

!.. -. 
• Icomment on a few points where your letter seems to ove.r• 

state any differences we may have. 

We have no desire to exercise "a primacy" over what 
transpires i~ South Vietnam. Our purpose is rather to 
prevent the Communists from doing exactly that. Our 
pre sent limited actions in North Vietnam are caused by 
the actions of the North Vietnamese and not by any 
aggressive purpose on our side, in any way, shape, 
or form. 

I do not think that I have ever spoken of ''unconditional 
capitulation" of anyone. The exact shape of a settlement ~ 

I 

that would allow the South Vietnamese to work out their 
own destiny is a matter which cannot be decided at this I-

i. ' · 

··! stage, but I do not think your second paragraph is a pre­
cisely accurate description of the terms and conditions 

Iset forth in my speech and in our answer to the 17-Nation I
I ..declaration• 

.· ... ,, ,,,., . . 
I think that the implied criticism of "targets of convenience"'............ . 

in your third paragraph is somewhat unfair. This military 
phrase is not a perfect one, but all that it means is that along 
certain carefully defined communication routes, pilots are 
authorized to attack whatever military targets they encounter. 

I· 

; · .. . ... .. ' 
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Contrary to what is suggested in your fourth paragraph, 
we are not opposed to the ldnd of situation which exists 
in Burma and Cambodia. Our position is rather that the 
decision on alignment or non-alignment is one which 
individual countries should be free to make in the light of 
their own interests and needs. 

Finally, I do not agree with the suggestion that the military 
authorities in Vietnam should have sought my personal 
approval before making the limited, specific use of riot­
control gases which they authorized in an effort to save · 
lives. These episodes have been blown up out of all 
proportion by critics who do not seem to be troubled by 
the ldlling of civilians in city streets by terrorist bombs • 

You will agree that I should be careful in responding t9 
your specific proposals for future action, simply because 
of my obligation to maintain freedom of choice as the 
situation develops. . But I want you to know that I am fully 

I -·. ' 
• .,I .alert to the importance of maintaining effective access to 

4 I

American troops in Vietnam, and that by my direction 
' !

the terms and conditions for discussions. leading toward 
an eventual settlement are under careful and continuous 

: i, 
•' 'review. , ~ . 

' 

,tFor the rest, I will stand on what I said last Wednesday, · 
•I 

and I .thank you again for your pro~pt and effective support 
'I,...for that statement. 

~ncerely, 

The Honor.able Mike Mansfield r-,· 'fUnited States .Senate . ' 

Washington, · D. · C. 
\. 
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T HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 10, 1965 

SECJ:<:E T -.. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

The Department of Defense and Atomic Energy Com·mission have sub­
mitted a document, "The National Nuclear Test Program" on which they 
have requested your comments and guidance. This is a statement of the 
readiness measures we have taken to resume atmospheric testing if we 
have to. It also contains information on the type of tests that we now v·· 
think we v.ould conduct in such an eventuality. The document would be 
used in replying to questions from the Joint Com·mittee on Atomic Energy 
and the Stennis Subcommittee. It shows the Administration's good faith 
in carrying out the "readiness " safeguard. 

I have prepared a memorandum attached at Tab A that generally concurs 
in the document but ·makes it clear that the document is for planning 
purposes only and that you have reserved any decision on what tests 
would actually be conducted if we should decide to resume atmospheric 
testing. The memorandum is designed to keep our posture flexible. 

The DOD/AEC document also discusses the current and projected under­
ground testing program. There are a number of important questions as 
to where we are going with this progra·m that should be looked at. However, 
such questions should be looked at within the Administration before they 
are surfaced on the Hill. I will suggest to Kermit Gordon that they be 
c.onsidered in connection with the staff work in preparation for the FY 1967 
Budget. 

If you agree, I will sign the attached memorandum to the Department of 
Defense and the Atomic Energy Commission. 

'"J> 
McGeorge Bundy 

Approved 
~------~~ 

Disapproved 



T HE WH ITE HOUSE 

WA SH I NGTON 

--SEGRE'¥ ~ April 10, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO: The Deputy Secretary of Defense 
The Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission 

The President has noted your letter of February 18, 1965, transmitting 
a document, "The National Nuclear Test Program, 11 and has expressed 
his appreciation for your initiative in preparing it. He has also noted 
that the plan contained in the document is sufficiently broad in scope 
as to provide maximum flexibility of response in the event we should 
have need to resume testing in any of the environments now prohibited 
by the Limited Test Ban Treaty. This approach is sound; flexibility 
should continue to characterize our planning. In addition, we should 
continue to keep in mind the thought expressed in your letter that any 
test series which might eventually be conducted in any of the prohibited 
environments would be developed in response to the particular objectives 
considered most important at the time. Such tests might be somewhat 
different from those contemplated in "The National Nuclear Te st Program 11 

as presently drafted. 

At several points in the document, there is expressed an expectation 
that underground testing would continue essentially unchanged and at 
approximately the same rate even after we resumed testing in the 
atmosphere. This assumption seems open to question. The need for 
and feasibility of continuing a full-blown underground testing program 
simultaneously with atmospheric testing would be a matter on which the 
President would have to decide. I suggest that those portions of the 
document that appear to establish such assumptions with respect to 
underground testing be revised to leave the question open. 

I also request one other revision in the document, a change in the section 
on ultra-high yield weapons to make it explicit that the President has not 
yet made a decision as to how far the development of such weapons will 
be carried. Except as indicated above, it appears that ''Ihe National 
Nuclear Test Program 11 document is an excellent statement of the 
current plan for continuing to maintain the state of readiness which 
has already been achieved by the Department of Defense and the 
Atomic Energy Commission. 

D ~rr I r. rr1 -.J (page 1 of 2 pages)
I "' L..J ~ 1,. , ..... t:, SECRE'i' 
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The President requests that the plan contained in the document be 
periodically reviewed to ensure that it takes into account the advances 
made in our underground test program and by the other research 
and development work at the laboratories. In addition, he requests 
that the plan be reviewed in collaboration with the Secretary of State 
and the Director of the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency 
to ensure that the planning takes place with appropriate political 
guidance and in light of our be st estimate of significant developing 
conditions. He further requests that you bring to his attention any 
significant changes that occur in the program and the reasons for them 
either on a periodic basis or whenever the program is formally revised. 

McGeorge Bundy 

(page 2 of 2 pages) 
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l au.11eitt. the loUowttl3 short~ but frieu4ly, answer to Pea1t••n!a letter. 

I' 

am glad to h&v• thl• full a<icoutlt of yQutt thba.ldng, and I w(n1't go over 

my own views ag:&in because I stated them just ae ~1..,,-ty as 1 coutd in 
I .f 

out talk at c.-mp David • . 1 think we understand ea4b other•• problems 

a tot better nc>w. 

cd it waa a great h,tp. 
~.~'::..~-. 
~~.. ~. 

With. warm lregai-d•· 

;. - DECLASSIFIED 
. Nt..J 83 /q/

Authonty _g '-/.
B! ;?;:?} , NABS, Date Io - I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 9, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE PRESIDENT 

This is an extremely interesting account 
of the way the i;>r esent South Vietnamese 
Chief of Staff -- Little Minh -- sees the 
war. It has a more rounded and thought-
ful character than most of our own military 
reports. 

McG. B. 

6onfidenti8:l Attachment 



-€'()NE IDEI~'f'IAL • 
(cy Saigon cable, Dept 3199, April 3, 1965) 

April 9, 1965 

In almost a two-hour long conversation last night with a small group 
of French jouranalists (Agence France Press, "Figaro") and corres­
pondent of the German radio station in the Vietnamese Army Officer's 
Mess, General Tran Van Minh, Chief of the Ar·med Forces, gave an 
interesting and appi rentiy frank account of his assessment of the present 
military situation as background only and not for quotation. The 
occasion was arranged by Major Demaison of the French Embassy who 
is a former class·mate of General Minh. According to one correspondent 
present, Minh analyzed the current situation as follows: 

1. The hard core Viet are quitting the South and moving to Central 
Vietnam either to wait there for new developments or to attempt to hold 
the territory for bargainning purposes in any future negotiations. 

2. The Viet Cong are losing confidence in cadres from the south as a 
reflection of Viet Cong failure to keep the often repeated promise in the 
south that they will bring peace. 

3. Increased terrorism in Saigon is most likely for political rather than 
·military purposes. 

4. Asked if in view of Paragraph l above, more US troops will be needed 
he said, 11 no." Additional US Air Force help is adequate. 

5. The Vietnamese Army's best strategy would be to avoid big operations 
and .mount instead a large number of "oil-spotlt operations over extended 
territory for maximum psychological impact on population and prevention 
of the Viet Cong being cast in an underdog role. 

6. In the last few weeks the Viet Cong has reached the zenith of their 
strength, not from ·manpower but from logistical point of view. 

7. The Viet Cong are standardizing their arms. Use of arms other than 
the US made lately can be explained by the lack of ammunition for such arms. 

8. Chinese intervention should be discounted. First, North Vietnam is 
nri>t about to put itself at the mercy of Peking and, second, no matter what 
form possible the Chinese intervention might take, will mean large-scale 
escalation. 

-COWFIDENTIAL 
~~~~~~~-==---. 
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9. In response to the question, he said that he does not believe 
possible any negotiations within the next three months, but finds 
probably some kind of contact with North Vietnam. He added that 
North Vietnam is aware it failed in its effort to set up the National 
Liberation Front in South Vietnam as an interlocutor for the south 
and now must look to Saigon for such an interlocutor. 

10. General Minh made an excellent impression on correspondents 
through his impersonal analysis of the situation, ·methodical 
reflection on given facts, and his ability to conceive of the wide 
range of possible courses of evolution of pertinent factors. 

Comment: The Air Force Pouch sent a dispatch today attributing 
the foregoing to the "best infor.med military sources possible." 

~OJ>IFIDEM'fIAL 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.April 9, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I have been slow in sending you this copy 
of a long message from the Prime Minister 
which came over the private wire on 
Monday. 

There is not much of substance in it, but 
he is obviously trying to keep in close 
touch. 

I have sent an informal acknowledgment 
to his Private Secretary. 

McG. B. 

SECRET ATTACHMENT ~"\. 
( 
/~ . 

()_ 



MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT FROM PRIME MINISTER WILSON 

April 5, 1965 

Dear Mr. President: 

I thought you might be interested to have a brief account of my 
Paris trip. On the whole it went very well, and I found the General, 
although running true to form on the basic political issues, very 
friendly and forthcoming. I think that he was anxious to minimise the 
areas of disagreement and to concentrate on making progress on 
those topics where we can broadly see eye to eye. 

The organization of NATO, including nuclear sharing, was not of 
course one of these topics, and you won't be surprised to have seen 
from the communique that we had to confine ourselves to discussing 
our respective points of view about the security of the West within the 
framework of the Alliance. I don't think that we can look for any sig­
nificant shift in French policy in this field in the foreseeable future. 
As regards the Middle East and Africa, however, we found ourselves 
in more agreement on the need to try to reduce the Arab-Israel 
tension, to counter Sino-Soviet penetration of Africa and so forth. It 
may be significant that the French now seem ready to resume the 
periodical discussions at expert level which we used to have on these 
topics, and I hope that, if these talks start again, it may be possible 
to find out rather more clearly what the French intentions in these 
areas really are. 

We discussed the Vietnam situation in some detail. But here again 
of course it was essentially a matter of examining differing points of view 
which showed no real signs of being nearer each other at the end of our 
meeting than at the beginning. Couve was particularly unyielding in 
his talks with the Foreign Secretary, but we made it no less clear that 
in our opinion there could be no question of merely pulling out of the 
area and that, as Co-Chairman of the 1954 Conference we had a definite 
part to play and were determined to do whatever we could (e.g. by 
Patrick Gordon-Walker 1s mission) to promote what the communique 
called a lasting and peaceful settlement. 
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We had several interesting dis cuss ions at various levels a bout 
economic affairs. I was very grateful to you for arranging for Kermit 
Gordon to be in London when we came back: and I have given him today 
a full account of our Paris talks which he will be able to pass on to 
you. Perhaps all I need say now therefore is that the ·main features 
of those talks were that on our part I e ·mphasized our determination 
to strengthen the British economy without devaluing the pound and that 
on their side they gave us pretty categorical as su ranee that, when we 
go to the IMF in May, they will associate themselves with the raising 
of the necessary funds. This does not commit them of course as regards 
the amount, the conditions and so forth: but I took it as a good sign 
that they were prepared in principle to recognize our need for a breathing 
space and to commit the:mselves to support us. We also had so·me 
very interesting exchanges about possible ways of refor·ming the inter­
national monetary systems. Here again both sides stated their position 
on lines with which you will be familiar, and there was not much sign 
of any change of heart among the French. But they were clearly divided 
a ·mong themselves on the question of the gold standard, and I think that 
I managed to shake them a bit on this issue. Kermit Gordon will be 
able to tell you ·more about this. It will be interesting to see how the 
French will now behave both at the IMF meeting on the UK drawing and 
at the discussions (for which they hope to be ready soon after that 
meeting) a bout changes in the International Monetary Sy stem. 

I think that in some ways the most valuable parts of our discussions 
were those which dealt with the possibilities of cooperation between 
Britain and France in various technological fields, including air craft. 
I could not say too much to De Gaulle about our recent examination of 
the TSR 2 and the TFX, since our decisions here are technically a 
budget secret, which we cannot reveal until the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer opens his budget on Tuesday. But I was anxious that there 
must be no subsequent Nassau type misunderstanding between De Gaulle 
and ourselves, and I therefore let him know that we had it in mind to 
take an option on the TFX, but that we were anxious at the sa·me time 
to explore the possibilities of future cooperation with France as regards 
aircraft. There are some signs that the press may get this wrong and 
may suppose that we have an Anglo-French aircraft in ·mind as a replace­
ment for the TSR 2, but we will, of course, take the first opportunity 
after the budget to dispose of this misunderstanding and to ·make it 
clear that any new Anglo-French collaboration in this field made sense 
in terms of the enlargement of the market which is essential if these 
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very specialized resources are to be deployed in the most economic 
way. And this is true, of course, not only of aircraft but also of 
such other technologies as computers, electronics and so forth. 
think he also realized, although he was careful not to say so, that 
the argument in favour of Anglo-French cooperation in these fields is 
not merely economic and that, if this collaboration becomes a reality, 
it will represent a genuine beginning in the process of creating func­
tional links between the two camps into which Europe is divided. If 
to this extent it contributes to a healing of that breach, I know that 
you will be no less pleased than ourselves. 

Yours sincerely, 

Harold Wilson 

.a.EC-RE~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 8, 1965 

MEMORANDUM F OR T HE PRESIDENT 

T his is Reischauer 1 s report on Sato's 
views of the speech. 



'V 

CO:WFIDENTlt.. L 
(Cy Dept 3185 from Tokyo} 

SATO TELLS REISCHAUER HOW HAPPY HE IS 

Prime Minister Sato phoned me the morning of the 8th to say he 
strongly. we.lcomed the Pr e sident's clear exposition in the April 7 
speech of US aims in Vietnam fighting and the ultimate hopes and 
intention's with regard to Southeast Asia and would make clear at 
his noon press conference his hearty approval of the state'!nents. 
He said he had been planning to have former Ambassador Asakai 
get together with me for a lengthy discussion of US objectives 
(since a direct talk between Sato and myself would attract too much 
attention), but the President's speech has now resolved his doubts 
and anxieties. 

Cmnment: As Sato' s reaction indicates, the speech will be extremely 
helpful in calming Japanese anxieties, blunting criticism, and winning 
a greater measure of public acceptance and even support for the US 
course of action in Vietnam. I and others in the Embassy have been 
holding long meetings with media and other leaders, attempting to 
ge t them to see the Vietnam situation in this perspective and we 
have felt we were having some success in this effort, but the clear 
statements of this speech made directly by the President should be 
immeasurably mo re effective. 

GONFIDENTIAL-

ECLASSIFIED 
E. . 12958, Sec. 3.5 

NSC Memo, 1/30/95, Stat" Dept. Guidelines 
By NARA, Date 4-t3 ..C\9 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 8, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

This is Chet Bowles sending his congratulations by 
CIA channels -- I have no idea why he doesn't dare 
send this through State. 

TOP SECRET ATTACHMENT 
VIA GOMINT CrutNNEL-& 



-l'OP SEC!lET , 
HAN:C1=E VJ;A COMINT CHANNELS 

c 
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y 

EO 12958 3AlbJ(1)>25Yrs 
ICJ 

Following received from • New Delhi: 

"For the President, White House. 

Heartiest congratulations on your magnificent speech 
spelling out the immense opportunities open to Southeast 
Asia once Communist aggression ceases. It lays the 
foundation for an extraordinarily constructive effort in this 
critical part of the wor Id. 

We will do our best to see that its significance is fully 
appreciated here in lnd:~ a. Warmest Regards, 

Chester Bowles" 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

NLJ ~( co- 15" 
By:~ , NARA, Date ll-":f-01 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 8, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: U Thant's message on your speech 

The attached is U Thant's letter to you, as read 
over the phone. A UN spokesman is putting out 
a statement which paraphrases this letter and 
may also quote from it. We are watching th~ 
tickers, 1*lt have not seen it yet. .J. ht.J\.R, 'v1- h , 

My inclination woulq be to write an immediate 
answer, and I attach a possible draft. If you 
like this, we could get the letter and the answer 
out) W\ ~v' u.. ~Ln t tr>,·+h U Tho.."1.+, 

McG. B. 



. . 

• 
.• 



Letter from U Thant to the President 4/8/65 

"Dear Mr. President: 

Permit me to say that I listened to your speech on the 
Vietnam situation last night with very great interest. I was 
particularly impressed by your appeal for "a greatly expanded 
cooperative effort for development" on behalf of the countries 
in the Mekong River area of Southeast Asia, including, of course, 
North Vietnam. I welcome this approach and I am grateful for 
your references to the UN and to me in connection with it. 
I find it positive, forward-looking, and generous. As you know, 
my re cent thinking has been along similar lines. 

Also, Mr. President, if I may say so, I regard your indication 
of a readiness to enter into "unconditional discussions" as both 
constructive and statesmanlike. I feel sure that it will prove to 
be very helpful. 

It may well be, Mr. President, that your speech will mark 
a turning point in the long-standing Vietnam conflict. I certainly 
hope so. You may be sure that I will continue to contribute all 
that I can to the efforts toward a peaceful° settlement. 

With warm personal regards, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

(U Thant) 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356. Sec. 3.4 

NLJ ~ (:, - -1!) o -. 
By~, NARA, Date J -S-a ~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 8, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Here is a thoughtful and important cable 
from Kohler which I think you will want to 
read all the way through. I share the con­
clusions in his last paragraph and they are 
part of the reason why I think a private 
message.lwhich Kohler could use less privately; 
is very much in our interest. 

I hope to have a reasonably solid draft by 
Friday noon. 



Received: April 6, 1965 3:51 A.M. 

Moscow Cable 2920 
DECLASS FIED 

April 5, Noon E.O. 1295 , Sec. 3.6 
NL.J ,,. :30 I 

CONPIDEH'f'IAL By ~ , NARA D te 1t:.-1t>·' 7 

Vietnam and Soviet-American Relations 

I. When new Soviet leadership decided, several months ago, that 
conduct their conflict with ChiComs required reversal Khrushchev 
line and reversion to active role in Southeast Asia, they must have 
realized this could entail deterioration their relationship. 

With U.S. they apparently hoped damage could be limited both in 
scope and in duration, and assumed normal relationship could then 
be restored. 

After Kosygin in Hanoi found Ho Chi Minh and company confident with 
respect outcome South Vietnam and negative with respect to negotiations, 
Soviet dilemma sharpened. It has since been aggravated by mounting 
American support of South Vietnam, on one side, and continuing ChiCom 
attacks on Soviets, on other. In circumstances, they have now clearly 
decided imperatives their commitment and influence in Communist 
world at this stage are incompatible with and predominate over interest 
in continued development relations with U.S. 

II. More precise import this decision is now emerging, both in word 
and in deed. As regards deeds, it now seems clear that there will be 
no repeat no new initiatives on Soviet side or acceptance of initiatives 
from American side (with possible exception a few non-political 
matters of tangible interest or value to Soviets). Presently arranged 
exchanges will be allowed to continue but will not be extended or added 
to. Not only will direct negotiations at least be played down, if not 
avoided, but same will apply to international forums where U.S. and 
USSR are main protagonists. 

Following are principal matters in which this decision has played major 
role to date: 
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1. Bilaterals 

A. Rejection of National War College visit and postponement of 
U.S. visit of Soviet military officers. 

B. Inaction on leased line request. 

C. Refusal of requested extensions to U.S. exchange students. 

D. Stalling on other bilateral such as exchange of meteorological 
data. {Exception for king crab discussions and fishing inspections 
which Soviets must regard as of commercial advantage.) 

2. Negative decision on resump~ion of ENDC. 

3. Color TV deal with French. 

Unless and until situation changesa this line of action (or inaction) 
will continue to be followed2 with negative implications for resumption 
progress in bilateral field2 and further aggravation already negative 
attitudes with respect such international problems as disarmament, UN 
finance and peace-keeping, and Germany. 

III. As regards words, all stops are now being pulled out in major 
political and propaganda campaign designed to justify course adopted 
by Soviet leadership in eyes own people and to undermine U.S. position 
throughout world. This has gone through several stages: 

1. Initial reaction to airstrikes against North Vietnam, while 
shrilly reflecting official anger at coincidence with Kosygin visit, was 
relatively controlled. Main feature this phase, demonstrations 
Feb 9 and March 4 against Embassy, boomeranged so violently they 
could only add to embarrassment and frustration leadership {and hope­
fully, may finally have persuaded them this not repeat not useful 
instrument of diplomacy). 

2. After fiasco March 4 demonstration, campaign of more peace­
ful protest meetings launched in factories, institutes, universities, 
trade unions and other organizations throughout country and similar 
activities promoted abroad. These have produced shower of petitions 
to Embassy, telegrams to White House, and continuing flow of material 
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"branding shameful aggression American imperialists" which now 
constitute substantial portion reading matter offered Soviet people in 
daily press. 

3. World-wide interest in Voskhod II was exploited to initiate 
sharper phase of campaign, with Brezhnev on March 24 branding 
"American aggressors" as barbarians and bandits who should not 
think "time will wash off disgrace their crimes." Polemical style of 
professional party propagandists was apparent in subsequent note 
delivered to and returned by this Embassy March 26 stating as fact 
"confirmed by official U.S. spokesmen" that "poison gases are being 
used in South Vietnam by the US Armed Forces with approval US State 
and Defense Departments" and charging that "today United States has 
passed over from experiments to .combat employment these inhuman 
weapons" which even "Hitler and his Generals did not dare to put into 
use." Particularly scurrilous cartoons have subsequently developed 
theme of rejected note, though this aspect may in time be inhibited by 
our setting record straight and paucity foreign reaction for local 
quotation. Campaign in general, however, continues and likely be 
sustained indefinitely, blending into anti- U.S. and anti-FRG themes 
being developed for 20th Anniversary World War II victory. 

4. Top officials from government ministries were instructed 
not repeat not attend social functions U.S. Embassy February and 
March but lower ranks were allowed to come and no effort made cut 
off s dentists, journalists, artists and other "intellectuals." In 
encounters at various ceremonies elsewhere 2 leaders and high officials 
have been personally cordial but have seemed almost studiously avoid 
substantive talk, particularly about Vietnam. 

IV. Current period seems likely be much more protracted and harder 
live through without serious damage than Cuba crisis, especially in 
view relative weakness and sense of frustration of present Soviet leader­
ship. However, some salutary forces are at work and may help so: 

1. A knowledgeable Soviet source has told us that while "tough1' 

sections top leadership want complete stoppage Soviet-American 
activities, including exchanges, "you have some influential friends 
who do not allow this to happen." This seems confirmed by continuing 
friendly attitude members Soviet elite, who while apprehensive about 
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possible escalation and confrontation, seem anxious to continue contacts 
and keep things going forward. 

2. As nearly as we can judge, people generally are apathetic 
and skeptical. Somewhat disturbed by sense of increased war danger 
and by "poison gas 11 charges but with basically curious and friendly 
attitudes toward United States unchanged. Embassy travelers have been 
in North, in Central Asia and in South during past two weeks visiting 
any institutions where "protest meetings 11 had been staged by party 
agitators. Reception invariably friendly, practically no mention of 
Vietnam, some expressions regret damage to Embassy and hostility 
toward Chinese o 

V. I see little that we can do which would bring about substantial change 
in current Soviet policy in the short run. However, I consider it essential 
for longer run to maintain posture on Vietnam reflected in President's 
statement of March 25 and to demonstrate in word and deed that we desire 
to continue course of sound improvement in Soviet-American relations of 
recent years. Indeed, while I recognize deteriorated atmosphere presents 
problems, I hope we will push forward such pending matters as ratifica­
tion of Consular Convention, East-West trade legislation, and provision 
of suitable premises for new Soviet Embassy, all of which are in our 
net interest, and encourage private interests similarly to carry on as 
normally as possible, for example by participation in upcoming Soviet 
film festival and chemistry exhibition. In word, I think we should per­
sistently reiterate themes that (a) US policy of helping in Vietnam has 
been unvarying in past ten years; {b) US policy of improved understanding 
with Soviet Union continues; and (c) if there is deterioration relations 
this result of changes in Soviet, not repeat not American policy. Soviet 
controlled media will not publish American side of story, but this 
becomes known here through VOA and other foreign media and local grapevine 
and will have salutary effect. 

Dept. please pouch to interested posts. 

Kohler 



T HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 8, 1965 

SEC'.RET 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

YOUR APPOINTMENT WITH DREW PEARSON 

Drew Pearson wants to talk to you about his impressions of the 
Soviet Union. He says that most of what he learned has been in 
his columns, but he does want to emphasize his feeling that events 
in Vietnam have produced a real frost in Soviet attitudes towards 
the United States. 

Pearson of course believes that it is U. S. hawks that stand in the 
way of good relations with the Soviet Union. I tried to tell him 
that we were determined to do our part to improve relations but 
that we could not let Vietnam go under just for this purpose. My 
guess is that he will be cheered up by your speech yesterday. 

I think nevertheless that it is well to leave Drew with the clear 
impression that you are not a hard liner and that you intend to find 
ways and means of making your point clear to the Soviets. He has 
always been curious about the pen pal correspondence and I would 
~ repeat .!12.t: give him too much of a hint of this possibility, but 
you could easily say that you plan to use Thompson and Kohler for 
this purpose and you might even say that Kohler has already advised 
us to do our best in this same direction. (I attach a cable and 
covering memorandum which I was just sending you on this subject.) 

'Jn J /?:; • 
..-/ 

McG. B. 

DECLASSIFIED 
NLJ 83-'C/I 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

April 8, 1965 
MEMORANDUM F 00 THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Your 5 o'clock meeting with Euge.ne Black 

Present will be: 
State: Ball, Mann and Cleveland (U Thant business) 
AID: Bell, Poats {Southeast Asia expert) 
Medical: Dr. Lee {Medical director of A ID who is said to be 

a first-rate physician and a man who really understands 
what is needed in the area 

Budget: Kermit Gordon 
Commerce: Jack Connor 
Agriculture: Orville Freeman 
White House: Bundy, Bator, Komer, Cooper (this seems like 

a lot but the coordinating process on this one is going 
to be very tough) 

John Macy (to get a picture of the kind of people 
we are going to need to help Black) 

I hope you may be able to lead off the discussion by saying how much emphasis 
you attach to this undertaking and how glad you are that Gene Black is going 
to take the lead in it. You might then wish to ask for a comment from State 
(overall policy); from Bell (status of economic planning in the area); from 
Connor (private investment possibilbties); and from Freeman (on available 
agriculture supply~ 

This meeting can be treated as organizational and can be quite short. 

The second problem is press treatment. I suggest that you may wish to have 
pictures of yourself meeting with Black and that you might wish to make a 
brief statement which might have the following content: 

1. Your good message from U Thant and the fact that you are replying; 
2. Your gratitude to Black and the fact that he will be going right to 

work; 
3. Your long interest in this whole enterprise as shown in your report 

of 1961 to President Kennedy (the relevant paragraph is attached at Tab A 
and can be given to the press perfectly well.) 

4. An introduction of Mr. Black to say just a few words himself. 

~p(-S_ 

McG. B. 





Direct Quotation from Vice President Johnson 1s Report 
to President Kennedy - May 6, 1961 

Any help - - economic as well as military - - we give less developed 

nations to secure and ~aintain their freedom must be a part of a 

mutual effort. These nations cannot be saved by United States help 

alone. To the extent the Southeast Asian nations are prepared to 

· take the necessary measures to make our. aid effective, we can be 

and must be - - unstinting in our ass is tance. It would be useful to 

enunciate more ·clearly than we have -- for the guidance of these · 

young and unsophisticated nations -- what we expect or require .of 

them. 

,I 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 8, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

The marked paragraph in the attached 
cable is one more example of Brandt's 
pro-Americanism. 

It leads me to ask you once again if you 
are willing to let him come in for just a 
few minutes. Brandt is not Pearson; 
his whole political interest is to show how 
near he is to us. 

rncJ, f) I 

McG. B. 

Yesy 
~ 

No 
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J')UNICH HAMBURG BERLIN UNN FROM DUESSELDORF FIFTH . .!.{ . . . . ' ~ . 
~T SPECI'AL SPD LAND CO'.NFERENCE, DUES 

0

SELDORF, APRIL 3, (APPARENTLY
USIA CONVENED IN VARIOUS LAND CAPITALS TO COUNTER CDU FEDERAL 
.~SC CONVENTIO~ IN DUESSELDORF PRECEDING WEEKEND> PARTY CHAIRMAN 

·WILLI BRANDT MADE MAJOR SPEECH. HE. REFERRED TO DUFHUES'SINR 
"CHANGING OF THE GUARDS" STATEMENT- AT · CDU CONVENTION AND SAIDCIA HE AGREEDi BUT NOT lN.MANNER INTENDED BY DUFHUES. INSTEAD, HE

HSA CALLED FOR _ RtPLACEME~T QF ,CDU at SPD CABINET. . 
DOD bN INTERNAL ISSUES BRANDT . GENERALLY CHARGED CDU WITH IMITATION 

OF SPD IN SOCIAL AND FINANCIAL POLICIES. HE REGRETTED REFUSAL 
RMR BY CDU OF GRAND COALITION, AND SAID SPD . WOULD GO IT ALONE, . IF 

NECESSARY. HE STATED SPD STILL WILLING TO ·FORM COALITION 
WITH ANY PARTY. TURNING TO LAND POLITICS, BRANDT ANNOUNCED 
HEINZ KUEHN AS SPD CANDIDATE. FOR NRW 1MINISTER .PRESIDENT IN 
1966 LAND ELECTION. - '. · . · 

ON FOREIGN POLICY HE CALLED ' FOR AN AGGRESSIVE PROGRAM TO 
ACHIEVE A PEACE TREATY. AFTER DESCRIBING THE DO-NOTHING 
ATTITUDE OF THE CDU, .BRANDT SAID: "THE GERMAN .NATION IS SICK 

. AND · TIRED Ot SLOGANS INSTEAD OF ACTION." BRANDT GAVE SPD 
CREDIT FOR ·A·suCCESSFUL BERLIN POLICY WHICH . OPENED THE WALL · 
AND ALLEVIATED HUMAN SUFFERING. THIS POLICY .OF SMALL STEPS 

UST B T IE • RANDT AT'! ACKED ADENAUER• S STATEMENT 
AT THE CDU CONVENTION WHICH HAD BLAMED THE US FOR THE BERLIN 
WALL, STATINGt , "THE FIRST ONE TO GIVE .ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE 
PEOPLE OF BERLIN AFTER ERECTION OF THE ' WALL WAS NOT THE 
,CHANCELLOR BUT VICE PRESIDENT JOHNSON BY HIS 1961· BERL~N_ VISIT.~ 

LANDTAG FACTIO~ CHAIRMAN KUEHN DESCRIBED THE SPD .CONFERENCE 
AS THE BEGINNING OF A DOUBLE-HEADER ELECTION .CAMPAIGN BOTH 
FOR THE FEDERAL . ELECTIONS IN THE .FALL 1 AND THE NRW LAND . 
ELECT IONS NEXT YEAR. . · ', l 

.. 
COMMENT: BRANOT EXUDED SELF-CONFIDENCE DURING .HIS THREE 
HOUR SPEECH 'BEFORE AN AUDIENCE COMPOSED ONLY OF MEMBERS OR 
DELEGATES OF THE PARTY. AUDIENCE REACTION WAS ENTHUSIASTIC,
tSPEClALLY_WHEN HE ATTACKED STATEMENlS OF .SPEAKERS AT CDU . 

. :oNVENTlON. KELLOGG . . ·... : . ,,.. . , • ;~l. • t • · • .,... : : · ',1 • • • 

-. · · 1 REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 
-----· __.;:UN:::..=-;.;::C-=LA=S:;.::S=I~F..=.IE=D::::...-.___.pR,OHIBITED UNLESS ~'UNCLASSIFIED'' 

l 



THE WHITE Hou~.:: 
WASHINGTON 

April 8, 1965 

Mr. President: 

This is a very interesting account 
of Peking's current line, as passed 
to U Thant by the Algerians. 

ih~ '3 
McG. B. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 8, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

The attached note from David Klein is 

worth your reading if you have not seen 

earlier reports on Brezhnev's apparently 

increasing ascendency. 

~~ 
McG. B. 
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