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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTOM

April 14, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Here is George Ball's excellent briefing memorandum for your
talk with Harold Wilson. The memorandum speaks of the Prime
Minister's call because it was wrongly assumed that he would both
be calling on you and lunching with you. There is no need for both
appointments, and I have tonight sent word around that a single
appointment at lunch is the more effective way of proceeding in the
light of your extremely crowded pre-Easter calendar. I doubt if
we will get any kickback.

I have sent a number of separate messages to Wilson to emphasize
the importance of avoiding the Pearson error, the Douglas-Home
error, or the Michael Stewart error. I am informed by his private
secretary that his object is to have this meeting occur without any
such incident. What he wants most is to be on visibly close terms
with you. That leaves you in the driver's seat~- but my fingers are
crossed because I know whose fault it will be if something goes
wrong.

SECRET ATTACHMENT
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

April 14, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Call by the British Prime Minister

Background

Prime Minister Wilson will be spending two days in the
United States, one in New York and one in Washington. His
visit, originally scheduled for February, was intended to
be a follow-up to his discussion with you of ANF/MLF matters
in December. Lack of progress on allied nuclear matters
and the development of other problems have changed the
focus of his second trip.

The Labor Government is beginning to take hold after
an uncertain start. Wilson has shown himself to be a bold
and imaginative leader despite a paper-thin majority of
three in the House of Commons. Public opinion polls indi-
cate the British public is willing to give Wilson a chance
to prove himself. Barring an economic recession, the chances
are Wilson will have the time he needs.

The Prime Minister will be accompanied by Ambassador
Dean and George Thomson, Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs. I will also be available.

UK Objectives

Mr. Wilson publicly announced as he was leaving London
that he was coming to the United States principally to talk
about two subjects: the British economic situation and
Viet-Nam.

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5
State Dept. Guidelines —SECRET—

By Gt NARA, Datc 4-3-49
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In addition, Mr. Wilson may wish to tell you of his
recent talk with deGaulle, the talk he had with U Thant

on February 14 and, perhaps, certain African matters.

Talking Points

1. UK Economic Situation. The UK is enjoying some-
thing of an economic boom. The growth rate in 1964 was
5 1/2 percent and there is virtually full employment.
The major immediate problem is the large deficit (2 bil-
lion dollars in 1964) in their balance of payments. This
problem came to a head as soon as the Labor Government
came to power. Massive international support has been
necessary to support the pound. The British Government
is attempting to correct the situation without getting
into the "stop and go" cycle which has characterized the
British economy since World War II. The recent budget
has created cautious optimism in foreign circles but the
pound will still need support. The Prime Minister will
wish to discuss this situation including the fact that
they will soon be making another drawing from the IMF.
In this connection he will probably bring up the issue
of world liquidity.

On these subjects you should indicate approbation
for Wilson's effort to develop a stringent budget. We
are pleased with the evident determination of Wilson to
defend the pound without devaluation. We are hopeful that
the measures taken in the new budget as well as longer-
term initiatives being developed will prove to be effec-
tive in getting the British economy on a sounder basis.

You should indicate that we face a common interest
in finding a solution to the international liquidity
problem satisfactory to both our countries. We realize
that, as the payments positions of the U.S. and the UK
are strengthened, there may develop a shortage of the
means to finance expanding world trade. We will be glad
to continue close consultations with the UK on this
question,
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2. Vietnam, British Government support for U.S.
policy in Vietnam has been stronger than that of our
other major allies. It has been skillfully conducted and
stoutly maintained by the Prime Minister. Criticism of
this close identification with U.S., policy was begun by
the left wing of the Labor Party but has broadened to
include other elements fearful of the possible consequences
in Vietnam.

Your Johns Hopkins speech, which the British Govern-
ment praised as being statesmanlike and imaginative, has
relieved the pressure on the Prime Minister. His sending
of Patrick Gordon Walker, former Foreign Secretary, on
an exploratory mission to the Far East has served the
same purpose as will his ability to meet with you directly.

You should indicate appreciation for the support
the Prime Minister has given us on Vietnam. We have made
known our willingness to discuss a peaceful solution but
the first reactions from Hanoi and Peking are not encourag-
ing.

Other Subjects

1., Malaysia-Indonesia. Ambassador Bunker, who has
been meeting with Indonesian leaders since March 31, will
wind up his talks and depart April 15, He has been stress-
ing the point that our disagreements over Vietnam, Malaysia,
and other world issues need not damage our bilateral re-
lations and that we should "agree to disagree'. Sukarno
has insisted that U.S, support of Malaysia is the main
issue and that no improvement in our relations is possible
unless we demonstrate that we are not partial to Malaysia.
Other Indonesian leaders, however, have conceded that
internal developments in Indonesia are at the heart of
the problem. Bunker has refused to debate the Malaysia
issue, and thinks his approach is making some impression
on the Indonesians. On specific problems, hehas agreed
on a quiet withdrawal of the Peace Corps and is now dis-
cussing what to do with our remaining programs: the
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university contract teams and participant training for
Indonesians in the U.S.

2. France. The reports we have received indicate
the Prime Minister succeeded in improving the climate of
Anglo-French relations by his recent talks with President
deGaulle. We have noted the statements of French officials
that France is not attacking the pound and will endorse
a new IMF drawing by the UK if one is considered necessary.

3. F-=1l1l., Following a close Cabinet vote, the British
Government cancelled its expensive project to build the
TSR-2, a plane comparable to the U,S, F-11ll. It has an
option until April 1967 to purchase up to 110 F-1llls, with
an option for the first ten up to 1 January 1966. The final
decision on whether to go ahead with the F-1llls will depend
largely on the results of a current UK review of defense
policy. The British decision may also be influenced by our
willingness to purchase some British-produced military items
which we agreed to examine as part of the F-1lll contract.
This quid pro quo appears important as a matter of domestic
British politics.,

4, Africa -- Zambia and Southern Rhodesia. The U.S.,
shares UK concern for the adverse impact on Zambia and all
of Southern Africa if the Southern Rhodesian Government
declares independence unilaterally. We look to the British
to lead the way in coping with this delicate and difficult
situation. We hope the UK will make every effort to muster
the cooperation and understanding of the Commonwealth for
its policies and we assure the UK of our willingness to
continue our support of its position in the area.
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THE WHITE HOUSE W

WASHINGTON

April 14, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRES IDENT

Moy
Bob McNamara w##l bring over a cable to Taylor this evening which
will rack up a number of instructions to the field to carry out some
of the things that were discussed at lunch yesterday. (The current
draft is at Tab A.) My own judgment is that direct orders of this sort
to Taylor would be very explosive right now because he will not agree
with many of them and he will feel that he has not been consulted.
He heard about the airborne brigade by a premature JCS message of
yesterday and has already come in questioning it.

At Tab B is another cable from Taylor in which he gravely questions
the usefulness of immediate additional ground deployments.

I am sure we can turn him around if we give him just a little time to
come aboard, but I am not sure that you yourself currently wish to
make a firm decision t;ﬁt another 10,000-15, 000 combat troops

in Vietnam today. As Taylor says, we were planning when he left

to use the Marines already on the scene in combat roles and see how
that worked. It is not clear that we now need all these additional
forces.

Your own desire for mixing our Marines with theirs is quite a dif-
ferent matter, and I think that should be pressed sharply.

The net of this is that I would strongly recommend that you hold up
on Bob's telegram tonight and take time to talk it over with Rusk,
McNamara and me either after the meeting with the Senators or
tomorrow morning.

het .
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Vietnamese battallons used for this purpose are transferred from a
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increasa the effectiveness of the counter-guerrilla campaign. If
these moves are successful, they should be followed promptly by
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5. An experimental program providing expanded medical ser=
vices to the countryside utilizing mobile dispensaries. The
¢urgeon General of the Army is being directed to work with COMUSMACV

“o develop a detailed plan to accomplish this objective.
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5. An experimental introduction into the provincial govern-
ment structure ﬁf a team of US Army Civil Affairs personnel. |
Initially teams should be introduced into 2 or 3 provinces. General
X Is being sent to work with COMUSMACV to develop a detalled plan
to accciplish this objective.

7. An experimental p]an for distribution of food directly
o ARV perscnnel and/or thelr familles. General Y Is being sent
to work with COMUSMACV to develop a detailed plan for thils purpose.

Ambassador Taylor should.CIear items 1, 2 and 3 with
VYN, after which State and Defense will Inform Congresslonal leaders
of pronosed actions before they are undertaken. Westmoreland should
be prepared to discuss hils plans for Items 1, 2 and 3 with General

Waeeler during their discussions in Honolulu next week.
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Recent actions relating to the introduction of US ground forces have

tended to create an impression of eagerness in some quarters to

deploy forces into South Vietnam which I find difficult to understand.

I should think that for both military and political reasons we should

all be most reluctant to tie down Army/Marine units in this country

and would do so only after the presentation of the most convincing

evidence of the necessity.

(Copy of SAIGON 3384, April 14, 1965)

Before the Marines had been introduced in the Danang-Phu Bai area, there
were at least four reasons for justifying the bringing in of US ground forces,
among which was the need to assure the Government of Viet Nam and

North Vietnam of our determination to stay in South Vietnam to the finish.
Now that the Marines are ashore, that requirement is met and, in my
opinion, no more US forces are needed to make that particular point.

There remain three arguments for further reinforcements: (1) the need
to do essential military tasks which Government of Vietnam forces are
unable to do; (2) the need to do essential military tasks faster than

the Government of Vietnam forces, unassisted, are able to do; and (3)
the desirability of making provision for possible future crises and con-
tingencies. Singly or in combination, these arguments could be adduced
to justify almost unlimited additional deployments of US forces if

such deployments did not raise counter-arguments which sooner or later
outweigh the three points for the affirmative. The mounting number of
foreign troops may sap the Government of Vietnam initiative and turn a
defense of the Government of Vietnam homeland into what appears a
foreign war. The increasing presence of more Americans will give
Peking grounds to press military reinforcements on Hanoi. Frictions
will grow between the Vietnamese and their white allies; it will become
increasingly difficult to steer US and Government of Vietnam policy on
parallel lines. The net effect may be not an expediting of victory but

its retardation.

I mention these countervailing factors to make the point that it is far from
an unmitigated advantage to bring in more US forces. A consideration

of the disadvantages convinces me that, while logistic preparations should
be made now to be able to receive additional forces, the forces themselves
should be held outside of South Vietnam just as long as possible and until
their need is uncontrovertible. From a purely military point of view, it is
essentially wasteful of the specialized mobility of Marines and airborne
troops to commit them prematurely to restricted land areas. Politically,
it is undesirable to seek authority for their introduction until a clear

and specific need exists which assures them an unreserved welcome from

their Government of Vietnam hosts.
° TAYLOR.

ECRET
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(Capy of SAIGON “384, April 14, 1965) R e 2

Recent actione relating to the introduction of US ground forces have
tended to create an impression of eagerness in some quarters to
deploy forces into South Vietnam which I find difficult to understand.
I should think that for both military and political reasons we should
all be most reluctant to e down Army/Marine units in thie country
and would d¢ so only after the presentation of the most convincing
evidence of the necessity, .

Bafore the Marineshad been introduced in the Danang<Phu Bal area, there
were at least four reasons for justifying the bringing in of US ground forces,
among which was the need to assure the Government of Viet Nam and

North Vietnam of our determination t¢ stay in South Vietnam to the finish.
Now that the Marinss are ashore, that requirement i# met and, {n my
opinion, no more US forces are needed to make that particular peint.

There remain three arguments for further reinforcements: (1) the need
to do essential military taske which Government of Vietnam forces are
unable to do; (2) the need to do essential military tasks fatter than

the Government of Vietnam forces, unassisted, are able to do; and (3)
the desirability of making provision for possible future crises and ¢on-
tingencies. Singly or in combination, these arguments could be adduced
to justify almost unlimited additional deploymaents of US forces if

such deployments did not raise counter-arguments which sooner or later
outweigh the three points for the affirmative. The mounting number of
foreign troops may sap the Government of Vietmam initiative and turn a
defense of the CGovernment of Vietnam homeland into what appears a
foreign war. The increasing presence of more Americans will give
Peking grounds to press military reinforcements on Hanoi, Frictions
will grow bstween ths Viatnamese and their white allies; it will become
increasingly difficult to steer US and Government of Vietnam policy on
parallel lines. The net effect may be not an expediting of victory but

its vetardation,

I mention these countervailing factors to make the point that it is far from
an unmitigated advantage te bring in more UB forces. A consideration

of the disadvantages convinces me that, while logistic preparations should
bé made now to be able to receive additional forces, the forces themselves
should be held outside of South Vietnam just as long as possible and until
their need is uncontrovertible. From a purely military point of view, it is
essentially wasteful of the specialized mobility of Marines and airborne
troops to commit them prematurely to restricted land areas. Politically,
it is undesirable to seek authority for their introduction until a clear

and specific need exists which assures them an unreserved welcome from
their Government of Vietnam hosts. :

DECLASSIFIED | TAYLOR,
Authority Stafe (8-11-17; 05D 7-7-15
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has been deteriorating and that,

actions:

also to add to their fire power.

FROM: DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

T0: AMEMB SAIGON
CINCPAC JOINT STATE-DEFENSE MESSAGE
COMUSMACY

Highest authority believes the situation in South Vietnam

North, something new must be added In the South to achleve victory.

As steps to fhat end, highest authority has approved the following -

1. Experimental encadrement by US forces of South Vietnamese

ground troops both to stiffen and Increase thelr effectiveness and

for developing a detailed plan and submitting through CINCPAC to
JCS for final approval. It Is suggested he develop tﬂo-approaches
to be carried out concurrently, one involving addition of approxi=
mately 50 US combat personnel to each of 10 ARVN battallons and the

other Involving the integration of approximately 3 additional Army/

In addition to actions against the

Westmoreland will be responsible

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

Marine battalions with 3 or more South Vietnamese battalions for DATE | rme
use in combat operations. (It Is recognized that If the South M;;: Yo
April 1965
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FROM: DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Vietnamese battalions used for this purpose are transferred from a
general reserve assignment, It may be necessary to replace them.)

2. Introduction of a brigade force into the Bien Hoa = Uing
Tau area, both to act as a security force for our installations and
also to participate In counter-insurgency combat operations.
Westmoreland will develop and submit to CINCPAC and the JCS a plan
for the use of these troops in such operations.

3. Introduction of battalion or multi-battalion forces into
2 or 3 additional locations along the coast, e.g., Qui Nhon.
Westmoreland will submit proposals as to number of troops required
and locatlon for assignment. The purpose of these deployments will
be to experiment further with US forces in a counter-insurgency role.

ltems 1, 2 and 3 above are designed as Inttial steps to
increase the effectiveness of the counter-guerrilla campaign. If
these moves are successful, they should be followed promptly by-
requests for additional US forces.

L, A substantial expansion of Vietnamese recruiting cam-
palgn utilizing US recrulting experts, techniques, and procedures.
Westmoreland will work out with the South Vietnamese new recruiting
goals and detailed plans for accomplishing them.

5. An experimental program providing expanded medical ser=
vices to the countryside utilizing mobile dispensaries. The
Surgeon General of the Army Is being directed to work with COMUSMACY

to develop a detailed plan to accomplish this objective.
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6. An experimental introduction into the provincial govern=
ment structure of a team of US Army Civil Affairs personnel.
Initially teams should be Introduced Iinto 2 or 3 provinces. General
X Is being sent to work with COMUSMACV to develop a detalled plan
to accomplish this objective.

7. An experimental plan for distribution of food directly
to ARVN personnel and/or thelr familles. General Y Is being sent
to work with COMUSMACV to develop a detailed plan for this purpose.

Ambassador Taylor should clear items 1, 2 and 3 with
GVN, after whlch State and Defense will Inform Congressional leaders
of proposed actlons before they are undertaken, Westmoreland should
be prepared to discuss his plans for items 1, 2 ‘and 3 with General

Wheeler during thelr discussions in Honolulu next week.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 14, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Here is George Ball's excellent briefing memorandum for your
talk with Harold Wilson. The memorandum speaks of the Prime
Minister's call because it was wrongly assumed that he would both
be calling on you and lunching with you. There is no need for both
appointments, and I have tonight sent word around that a single
appointment at lunch is the more effective way of proceeding in the
light of your extremely crowded pre-Easter calendar. I doubt if
we will get any kickback.

I have sent a number of separate messages to Wilson to emphasize
the importance of avoiding the Pearson error, the Douglas-Home
error, or the Michael Stewart error. I am informed by his private
secretary that his object is to have this meeting occur without any
such incident. What he wants most is to be on visibly close terms
with you. That leaves you in the driver's seat-- but my fingers are
crossed because I know whose fault it will be if something goes
wrong.

hef. 8.
MCG. B.

SECRET ATTACHMENT
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

April 14, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Call by the British Prime Minister

Background

Prime Minister Wilson will be spending two days in the
United States, one in New York and one in Washington. His
visit, originally scheduled for February, was intended to
be a follow-up to his discussion with you of ANF/MLF matters
in December. Lack of progress on allied nuclear matters
and the development of other problems have changed the
focus of his second trip.

The Labor Government is beginning to take hold after
an uncertain start. Wilson has shown himself to be a bold
and imaginative leader despite a paper-thin majority of
three in the House of Commons. Public opinion polls indi-
cate the British public is willing to give Wilson a chance
to prove himself. Barring an economic recession, the chances
are Wilson will have the time he needs.

The Prime Minister will be accompanied by Ambassador
Dean and George Thomson, Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs. I will also be available.

UK Objectives

Mr. Wilson publicly announced as he was leaving London
that he was coming to the United States principally to talk
about two subjects: the British economic situation and
Viet-Nam.

DECLASSIFIED @ °
E.O. 13292, Sec. 34
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In addition, Mr. Wilson may wish to tell you of his
recent talk with deGaulle, the talk he had with U Thant

on February 14 and, perhaps, certain African matters.

Talking Points

1. UK Economic Situation. The UK is enjoying some-
thing of an economic boom. The growth rate in 1964 was
5 1/2 percent and there is virtually full employment.
The major immediate problem is the large deficit (2 bil~-
lion dollars in 1964) in their balance of payments. This
problem came to a head as soon as the Labor Government
came to power. Massive international support has been
necessary to support the pound. The British Government
is attempting to correct the situation without getting
into the "stop and go'" cycle which has characterized the
British economy since World War II. The recent budget
has created cautious optimism in foreign circles but the
pound will still need support. The Prime Minister will
wish to discuss this situation including the fact that
they will soon be making another drawing from the IMF.
In this connection he will probably bring up the issue
of world liquidity.

On these subjects you should indicate approbation
for Wilson's effort to develop a stringent budget. We
are pleased with the evident determination of Wilson to
defend the pound without devaluation. We are hopeful that
the measures taken in the new budget as well as longer-
term initiatives being developed will prove to be effec-
tive in getting the British economy on a sounder basis.

You should indicate that we face a common interest
in finding a solution to the international liquidity
problem satisfactory to both our countries. We realize
that, as the payments positions of the U.S. and the UK
are strengthened, there may develop a shortage of the
means to finance expanding world trade. We will be glad
to continue close consultations with the UK on this
question,
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2. Vietnam. British Government support for U.S.
policy in Vietnam has been stronger than that of our
other major allies. It has been skillfully conducted and
stoutly maintained by the Prime Minister. Criticism of
this close identification with U.S. policy was begun by
the left wing of the Labor Party but has broadened to
include other elements fearful of the possible consequences
in Vietnam,

Your Johns Hopkins speech, which the British Govern-
ment praised as being statesmanlike and imaginative, has
relieved the pressure on the Prime Minister. His sending
of Patrick Gordon Walker, former Foreign Secretary, on
an exploratory mission to the Far East has served the
same purpose as will his ability to meet with you directly.

You should indicate appreciation for the support
the Prime Minister has given us on Vietnam. We have made
known our willingness to discuss a peaceful solution but
the first reactions from Hanoi and Peking are not encourag-
ing.

Other Subjects

1. Malaysia-Indonesia. Ambassador Bunker, who has
been meeting with Indonesian leaders since March 31, will
wind up his talks and depart April 15. He has been stress-
ing the point that our disagreements over Vietnam, Malaysia,
and other world issues need not damage our bilateral re-
lations and that we should "agree to disagree'. Sukarno
has insisted that U.S. support of Malaysia is the main
issue and that no improvement in our relations is possible
unless we demonstrate that we are not partial to Malaysia.
Other Indonesian leaders, however, have conceded that
internal developments in Indonesia are at the heart of
the problem. Bunker has refused to debate the Malaysia
issue, and thinks his approach is making some impression
on the Indonesians. On specific problems, hehas agreed
on a quiet withdrawal of the Peace Corps and is now dis-
cussing what to do with our remaining programs: the
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university contract teams and participant training for
Indonesians in the U,S.

2, France. The reports we have received indicate
the Prime Minister succeeded in improving the climate of
Anglo-French relations by his recent talks with President
deGaulle. We have noted the statements of French officials
that France is not attacking the pound and will endorse
a new IMF drawing by the UK if one is considered necessary.

3. F-1lll. Following a close Cabinet vote, the British
Government cancelled its expensive project to build the
TSR-2, a plane comparable to the U.S. F-11ll. It has an
option until April 1967 to purchase up to 110 F-1llls, with
an option for the first ten up to 1 January 1966. The final
decision on whether to go ahead with the F-11lls will depend
largely on the results of a current UK review of defense
policy. The British decision may also be influenced by our
willingness to purchase some British-produced military items
which we agreed to examine as part of the F-1lll contract.
This quid pro quo appears important as a matter of domestic
British politics,

4, Africa -- Zambia and Southern Rhodesia. The U.S.
shares UK concern for the adverse impact on Zambia and all
of Southern Africa if the Southern Rhodesian Government
declares independence unilaterally. We look to the British
to lead the way in coping with this delicate and difficult
situation. We hope the UK will make every effort to muster
the cooperation and understanding of the Commonwealth for
its policies and we assure the UK of our willingness to
continue our support of its position in the area.

/(qg_:_.wa & BT {/37—(- (:
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April 14, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Further Peace Steps in Vietnam

I have two suggestions here:

1. One is to announce that you are sending Hubert Humphrey to Salgon.

I know you have been very reluctant to uwse him in foreign affairs, and for
excellent reasons, but there is no doubt that such 2 mission would give us
a great chance for public attention to the real problems; it would also help
put zip and confidence into the (Uuat Government. (Quat has asked for him
privately). He could emphasize the pacification program, the forgiveness
for defectors, the search for peace, and other such noises, all within the
framework of Johnsonian firmness. He would collect a number of brick-
bats, which would do him some good here at home. But do you want to
use him this way?

2. You yourself could make a new statement which could sharpen the
point that what is at stake {3 the future of South Vietnam and the hopes

of its own people. Our Regioual Development Plan is aimed at its
attractions for Haunoi; I think we need to sharpen the idea that the people
who really need Tender Loving Care are the victims of the struggle in
South Vietnam. This would also allow us to concent rate attention on the
fact that the real victims of this war are not a few bridges, but thousands
and thousands of villagers. In such a comment, we could also make some
sharp remarks about the refusal of all Communist capitals to engage in
any kind of discussions of the way to peace.

A statement of this kind could also rehearse the good week's work done
on regional development. Black and U Thant bave had a good talk on this.

On Saturday we shall have a left-wing student protest rally here in

Washington, with pickets also at the Ranch. A strong peaceloving statement

tomorrow or Friday might help cool them off ahead of time.

I need your brief guidance on this tonight.

McGB
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 14, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Senate Foreign Relations Committee reports the Aid Bill

with three interesting changes

2

1. The Committee recommends $3.353 billion, which is only $28
million below your request. 9 of the 28 million is money AID no
longer wants. The other 19 million is support assistance that got
cut when they cut the military assistance, and did not get restored.
Bell would like to get it back if he can but on balance is happy with the
money.

2. Fulbright got his two-year authorization which gives him great
pleasure.

3. But to get his two years, Fulbright accepted a Morse proposal

to end the present program on July 1, 1967 and to appoint a Com-
mission of 12 (4 from Senate Foreign Relations, 4 from House

Foreign Affairs and 4 by the President) to make recommendations

for a wholly new program which would give aid to not mor e than 50
countries. Dave Bell thinks this Commission is nonsense and would
only produce an elaborate stalemate. He said House Foreign Affairs
will strongly oppose it and that it can probably be killed in conference --
along with the two-year authorization.

4. Fulbright is extremely pleased with himself and will regard Bell's
position as stupid and destructive. My own view is that it is Fulbright
who has shown once again that he simply does not know how to run his

own Committee.

5. Fulbright will be present with the Senators this evening and will
be hoping for love and kisses from you. You will know better than I
what to tell him -- but my own guess is that you may prefer to let
the House handle the matter for you.

ha. S

McG. B.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

SEGRET— April 14, 1965
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Your meeting with Mayor Brandt and Fritz Erler

Mayor Brandt's visit to the U. S. is prompted as much by the German election
campaign as any other consideration. It is traditional in past-war German
politics for each candidate for the German Chancellorship to be photographed
with the President. This clearly is Brandt's principal purpose at this time.
But in fairness to Brandt and his party, they are the most consistently
pro-American political force in Germany today. The Socialists have no
prominent Gaullists in their ranks and therefore they do not suffer from

the schizophrenia which plagues the Christian Democrats.

Brandt will be accompanied by Fritz Erler, (the Socialists' shadow Foreign
Minister) and the German Ambassador. He has asked for a few minutes
alone with you, either at the beginning or before the end of the meeting.
According to his press secretary (who is also his political confidant) he
wants to urge you not to press the MLF soon or hard lest it destroy any
possibility for German wnification, and ostensibly this is the major subject
he wishes to discuss privately.

For public purposes, the principal subject of conversation is the recent
Communist harassment of Berlin, and there might be some advantage
in having an agreed statement on this subject released at the end of

the meeting. The text of a possible statement which George could
give the press as Brandt leaves is attached at Tab A, This is a free
option.

Brandt probbl y will want a picture with you alone (just as the
Chancellor will when he gets here) and I would urge that he ge given one.

A State Department briefing memo, which touches upon the other
issues likely to arise, is attached at Tab B,

hy. 4,

McG. B.

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 129 A B
NSC Memo, 1/30/95, State Dept. Guidelines
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Statement by George Reedy on the President's Talk

with Mayor Brandt and Bundestag Eepresentative Fritz Erler
'rh. Mayor told the President of the recent Communist attempt to harass
the people of Free Berlinmd the reaction to it. The President expressed
his admiration for the courage and resolution of the people of Berlin {n the  .‘
face of Commuuist pressure and provocation, He reaffirmed the determination
of the United States to defend the rights and freedom of the people of Berlin
and to continue to seek a just and lasting solutioa to the uaresolved German

P"bl.-m ]




S




ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO

THE SECRETARY OF STATE / :1
WASHINGTON 29, D. C. (,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE -~

WASHINGTON /
/.- /‘C&Jw

April 12, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, McGEORGE BUNDY
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Briefing Memorandum for the President's
Meeting with Mayor Brandt and Fritz Erler

Enclosed is a briefing memorandum for the President's meeting on
Wednesday, April 14, at one o'clock with Mayor Brandt of Berlin. It is
expected that Fritz Erler, who is Vice Chairman of the German Socialist
Party, and Ambassador Heinrich Knappstein will accompany Brandt. Alfred
Puhan, Director of the Office of German Affairs, will be present.

There is also enclosed a proposed press statement regarding the
Communist interference with Allied and German access to Berlin which took

place last week, It is suggested that this statement be issued to the press
following the President's meeting with Mayor Brandt,

Benjamin H. Read
beL'Executive Secretary
Enclosures:

Briefing Memorandum
Press Statement

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5
State Dept. Guidelines

By ¢ty ,NARA, Datec 4-13-99
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BRIEFING MEMORANDUM

Subject: Call by Governing Mayor Brandt of Berlin and Fritz Erler

Who They Are: You have met Brandt on many occasions, He is about to begin
an active campaign as Social Democratic (SPD)candidate for Chancellor of the
Federal Republic running against Erhard (CDU), The elections will take place
on September 19, Fritz Erler is Vice Chairman of the Social Democratic Party
and would be the Foreign Minister if the Socialists form a cabinet. You met
him when you were Vice President. He is considered one of Germany's most
skilled politicians as well as a foreign policy expert. Brandt and Erler

are both good friends of the US, Both speak good English,

Why They Are Here: Brandt is building up his image in preparation for the
election campaign. He and Erler also want to get the benefit of the latest
US thinking on German and world problems, Both are interested in the Great
Society,

What You Might Say:

(1) Berlin access., The United States is determined to stay in Berlin
and to maintain its rights., We believe the British and French are equally
determined, While we understand the desire of the Federal Republic for
closer political association between Berlin and West Germany, we feel it is
essential not to prejudice Allied rights in Berlin in any way. (The Federal
Republic keeps pressing for parliamentary meetings in West Berlin and these
invite Communist retaliation, as happened last week.) Tell Brandt you in=
tend to issue a statement reaffirming US resolve to remain in Berlin (draft
statement attached).

(2) German unity. This continues to be a major United States goal,
We are now consulting with the British, the French and the Germans regarding
a possible Allied step, perhaps in the form of an Allied declaration. Ask
Brandt and Erler for their views on Soviet policy and developments,

(3) Ties between Europe and the United States. We believe it important
to keep NATO healthy and strong. We intend to maintain our combat forces in
Europe. We continue to urge that our European partners agree on the kind of
nuclear role they want within the Alliance, Close cooperation between
Europe and the United States is essential for us all, (Brandt and Erler are
both firm believers in cooperation with the United States; both are concerned

- ATTYTS
ECLASSIFIED

Qiate Dept. Guidehines

By Cls _, NARA, Daic &:329
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about the role of de Gaulle and the nuclear question,)

(4) Viet=Nam., Brandt and Erler will want to hear your views on Viet=
Nam,

Attachment:

Draft statement on Berlin




JHEF

DRAFT PRESS STATEMENT

The President has just met with Governing Mayor Brandt
of Berlin. In their conversation the President told Mayor
Brandt that the United States, in cooperation with its
Allies, will continue to maintain its rights in Berlin and
regards the Communist harassment of last week as both illegal
and dangerous. The President emphasized that the status of
Berlin, which is based on Four-Power agreements, must be
preserved. He expressed admiration for the bravery and
resolution of the people of Berlin in the face of Communist

pressure and provocation.



4
SECRET April 14, 1963 i
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Your meeting with Mayor Brandt and Frits Erler

Mayor Brandt's visit to the U. S. is prompted as much by the German election
campaign as aay other consideration. It i{s traditional in past-war German
politics for each candidate for the German Chancellorship to be photographed
with the Presideat. This clearly is Brandt's principal purpose at this time.
But in fairness to Brandt and his party, they are the most consistently
pro-American political force In Germany today. The Soclalists have no
prominent Gaullists in their ranks and therefore they do not suffer from

the schisophrenia which plagues the Christian Democrats.

Brandt will be accompanied by Frits Erler. (the Sacialists® shadow Foreign
Minister) and the German Ambassador. He has asked for a few minutes
alone with you, either at the beginning or before the end of the meeting.
According to his press secretary {(who is alao his political confidant) he
wants to urge you not to press the MLF soon or hard lest it destroy any
possibility for German waification, aad cstensibly this is the major subject
bhe wishes to discues privately.

For public purposes, the principal subject of convessation ie the recent
Communist harassment of Berlin, and there might be some advantage
in having an agreed statement on this subject released at the end of

the meeting. The text of & possible statement which George could
give the press as Braudt leaves is attached at Tab A, This is » free

optlﬂﬁ .

Brandt probbly will waat a plcture with you alone (just as the
Chancellor will whea be gets here) and I would urge that he fe given one.

A State Department briefing meme, which touches upoa the other
{ssues likely to arise, is attached at Tab B,

McG. B,

DECL‘\SSIFIED ) bl
Ity N SCenP Shst g

By h]!‘g , NARA, W-ﬂ-—h’s
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Statement by George Reedy on the President's Talk
with Mayor Brandt and Buadestag Kepresentative Fritn Erler

The Mayor told the Presideat of the recent Commuanist attempt to harass
the people of Free Berlinmd the reaction to i, The Presideat expressed
his admiration for the courage and resolutioa of the people of Berlia in the
face of Commeaist pressure and provocation. He reaffirmed the determination
of the United States to defond the rights and freedom of the people of Berlia
and to continue to scek & just and lasting solution to the uoresolved German

problem.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 13, 1965

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Reports on Vietnam

Here are two Vietnamese reports that are
interesting: '

At Tab A is an analysis of White House mail
on Vietnam. The short of it is that your speech
has totally reversed the situation prevailing
before last Wednesday. Is this something you

! would like to have put out to a friendly correspondent?

At Tab B is a report of a long backgrounder
given by Max Taylor yesterday or the day before
in Saigon. I have not seen many stories that
relate back to it, but I have sidelined points at
which you may feel that he was too explicit. Yet
on balance it seems to me that he did a good job,
and I do not myself think that we gain much by
trym.g to pull a rein on h.un at this stage.

p,,v)ﬂr et 5.

M V‘MX

W"f‘”’“”

12D TO_HANDWRITING FILE
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

OFFICIAL USE ONLY April 13, 1965

MEMOR ANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Analysis of White House Mail on Vietnam
- April 4 through April 12

President Johnson's speech at Johns Hopkins brought a sharp
reversal in the heavy flow of critical mail. Volume of mail on
Vietnam slowed after the speech and shifted from 5 to 1 against the
President to better than 4 to 1 in his favor. Telegrams which had been
running 5 to 1 against the President are now running better than 4 to 1
in support of his Vietnam policy as outlined at Johns Hopkins,

From April 4 through 7, the White House received approximately
2,000 letters, 304 telegrams and 208 postcards.

From April 8 through 12, the White House received approximately
789 letters and 559 telegrams.

Letters now express general approval of the President's policies
with specific endorsement of his offer of unconditional negotiations and
a program of economic aid for Southeast Asia. Significant numbers of
writers note the pride they felt in the President and the country while
listening to the address., Others mentioned a new feeling of optimism
and relief -- of new hope for the future., Several commended the
President's choice of Eugene Black, and offered their services to the
economic development and assistance effort.

Before the speech, mail which opposed the President's Vietnam
policies urged an immediate cease-fire, withdrawal and a negotiated
settlement. There were repeated requests that the UN be involved in
any settlement. Other significant themes were: references to the
economic development of the Mekong Delta and other opportunities for
the U.S. to demonstrate a more positive image in Southeast Asia;
expressions of shame and horror at the brutality of the war and the
suffering of civilians; references to Goldwater and the charge that the
President was pursuing Goldwater-like policies; confusion over U. S.
aims; expressions of distaste for the use of napalm, gas and the
bombing of North Korea.

OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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Before the speech, mail which supported the President's Vietnam
policies stressed the need to halt the spread of communism and to stop
Chinese expansionism,

After the speech, mail which opposes the President's Vietnam
policies criticized the proposal for a $1 billion aid program, arguing
that the money be used for defense rather than ''tribute' (the Dirksen
term). Letters frequently called the speech a ""disappointme nt''. Some
called for an immediate cease-fire and negotiations; some urged
withdrawal; others demanded a firmer policy to stop communism with
no extension of economic aid.

Telegrams now express strong approval of the President's
policies, particularly the pursuit of a peaceful solution, the offer of
economic aid, food surpluses, etc. There are expressions of gratitude
and congratulation; support for the mention of a role for the United
Nations; endor sement for the offer of unconditional negotiations.

Before the speech, telegrams which opposed the President's
Vietnam policies urged the use of UN machinery and an immediate cease-
fire, There were expressions of shock and anger, opposition to
Goldwater-like policies, opposition to air attacks, gas and chemical
warfare; support of economic development efforts,

Origins of mail - Where California and New York were clearly
the principal sources of mail before the speech, there is more even
distribution throughout the country now. There is also an almost
even balance among men and women.

C

CLC
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
(Cy of Saigon 3342, April 12, 1965)

In a background briefing for selected press representatives, Ambassador
Taylor said he would give the high points of his recent Washington dis-
cussions.

His discussions mainly concerned three areas of difficulty, he said:
manpower for Government of Vietnam, restraining of Viet Cong infil-
tration, and pacification.

In amplification, the Ambassador said General Westmoreland had recom-
mended increases in strengths of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam,
paramilitary forces, and police. The goal of 160,000 new men for this

year had already been announced, he said, and he felt this figure could

be reached with maximum effort on the part of the Government of Vietnam.
On the question of increased US military participation, the Ambassador
noted the announcement on increases in US Marine strength which had

been made yesterday. In addition, General Westmo reland had recommended
certain increases in the numbers of individuals and units to enable US

forces already here to function more effectively.

Three specific actions have been approved. First is the establishment
of an Army Logistical Command here. This would draw together five
or six current logistical operations under one head. It would mean an
addition of several thousand US troops. Secondly, it was decided to in-
crease programs of improvement to port facilities in the central region.
This would serve both military and local economic needs, especially
those arising from increased numbers of refugees in the central cities.
The third measure is an increased use of US Seventh Fleet to assist in
controlling infiltration by sea. All these were measures to offset Viet
Cong strength, the Ambassador stressed.

In addition, he participated in Washington discussions on US air action
against North Vietnam -- how better to orchestrate strikes and make
the program more effective. It was generally felt that the current pro-
gram is about right as to tempo. The Ambassador said that no change
in behavior on the part of Hanoi had been noted so far as a result of the
strikes, but it was still too early to expect one. There had been visible
results in the North, he said: cumulative material aspects of the strikes
were making communications more difficult in the southern part of North
| Vietnam, where road movement was hampered, and it was felt that the
attacks were beginning to have a significant impact on the economic and
national life of North Vietnam.

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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The Ambassador said that the subject of pacification received the most
attention in Washington. The US realizes, he said, that pressure on
Hanoi from air alone is not enough. If the North Vietnamese think they
are about to win the war on the ground in the South, they may decide to
absorb punishment of US-GVN air strikes. We must prove to the North
that they do not have a chance to win against forces in the South. The
Ambassador continued that many programs were discussed in Washing-
ton and that no single spectacular plan was adopted.

As to the final topic discussed in Washington, the Ambassador said that
the President's Johns Hopkins speech and the State Department's answer
to the 17 non-aligned nations spoke for him.

In answer to a question about possible contacts with North Vietnam, or
signals that North Vietnam might be responding to our bombing, the
Ambassador said there are various points North Vietnam can use for
contacts with Western countries -- the UN, or places where they have
diplomatic representation, for example, but we do not know exactly how
they would choose to contact us. In answer to this question, the
Ambassador said that there has been no change in our preparedness to
talk on the subject of Vietnam, but emphasized that the US will not accept
cessation of its bombings as a pre-condition for discussions. In answer
to a question as to whether there had been any lessening of Viet Cong
activity which might be significant in this regard, the Ambassador replied
there had not been anything to justify a reduction in bombing of the North.

The Ambassador said in answer to a question, that the President's state-
ment that the US is ready to engage in discussions without pre-conditions
was clear and stressed that discussions are not the same as negotiations;
no statement had been made by the US Government about negotiations.

In answer to a question, the Ambassador said we assume Hanoi is free

to speak for itself with regard to the course of war, but we cannot be sure
of the extent of possible pressure on Hanoi by other Communist countries.
The question was asked whether the Ambassador would revise his earlier
statement that he did not expect intervention by the Soviet Union or Red
China; the Ambassador replied it was his personal view that there would
be no massive Soviet or Chinese intervention at this time, but that shipments
of arms or other secondary kinds of assistance might continue.

In answer to a question as to whether he would be leaving his Saigon post,
he said no. A question was asked whether the figure for the 1965 increase
in GVN forces was 100,000 or 160,000, the Ambassador replied that the
former figure was mentioned by Secretary McNamara some time ago, but

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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since that time, a higher target of 160,000 had been adopted. In answer
to a question as to whether the US was planning on an establishment of
350,000 US troops in Vietnam, the Ambassador replied he knew of no
such plan. Asked if there had been thought given to attacking an important
target in North Vietnam in reprisal fér the Saigon Embassy bombing, the
Ambassador replied that the air strike program was carefully planned

and not tied to specific Viet Cong actions, so he had not considered any
special measure necessary as a result of the Embassy bombing. Asked
if the question of hot pursuit had come up as a result of the MIG dogfights,
the Ambassador replied, not to his knowledge. The Ambassador also
replied, ''mo'" when asked whether US or GVN ground action was planned
against North Vietnam. In answer to a question as to whether a naval
blockade of North Vietnam was among the measures contemplated in the
increase of Seventh Fleet support to the Vietnam war (mentioned above),
the Ambassador replied that in his opinion, a blockade operation would
not be profitable due to cost, international complications, and possible
involvement with airfields on Hainan Island.

The Ambassador was asked whether attention was being given to the
problem that US allies contribute to trade flowing through the Port of
Haiphong. He replied he was not aware of anything being done at this
time, but it was something he might not know in any case. In answer to
a question about the disposition of Embassy-bombing terrorist Hai, the
Ambassador said that Prime Minister Quat knows we have a problem
(referring to the threatened execution of Gustav Hertz) and we know he
has a problem; the Ambassador felt nothing hasty would be done.

The Ambassador was asked in connection with a previous question as to
whether a coup was imminent, whether there were anything we could do
to prevent a coup if we wanted to. The Ambassador replied we had not
in the past been able to forestall coups; but that we would always try;
what was really needed was more conviction among politically active
Vietnamese that coups were harmful.

In answer to a question as to whether the stationing of US Marines in Hue
was a change in policy, since Marines were not guarding a major US
installation like the Danang Airbase, the Ambassador replied that there
was no difference in the employment of Marines in his mind, and that the
Hue/Phu Bai airfield area would become more important -- a satellite
of the Danang Airbase. He was asked whether Phu Bai would be made
into a jet airfield, and replied not at this time.

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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A question was asked whether, if the MIGs which intercepted the US
planes yesterday were Chinese, an entirely new problem in the war
would now face the US; the Ambassador replied he had no proof that
the MIGs were Chinese, and Zorthian read a just-received Department
of Defense statement on this incident.

Finally, the Ambassador was asked whether one of the US's major
problems in Vietnam was not instability of political life here. The
Ambassador replied, ''yes,'' and in answer to a question as to what we
were doing about it, went on to say that we were trying to make our
advice and help available to the Government of Vietnam in support of
political stability, and that we felt that under Prime Minister Quat,
the Government of Vietnam was doing well,
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Mr. President:

Per our phone conversation.

McG. B.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 11, 1965

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Reply to Senator Mansfield

The attached will put you even with Mike
Mansfield -- the speech did most of the job,
and this is correspondingly brief,

hef 3.
McG. B.



THE WHITE HOUSE ‘ &

WASHINGTON

April 12, 1965

Dear Mike:

I have been slow in answering your memorandum of
March 18 and your letter of March 24, They arrived
just at the time when I was getting my thoughts in order
for the speech on Vietnam which I delivered on April 7,
Your memoranda were helpful in that process, just as
your eloquent statement of support on the day after the
speech was a great help. I know how deeply troubled
you have been about the situation in Vietnam, and for
that reason your support is all the more welcome.

As I read your letter and memorandum, I think there is
more agreement than difference between us. Let me
comment on a few points where your letter seems to over-
state any differences we may have.

We have no desire to exercise ''a primacy' over what
transpires in South Vietnam. Our purpose is rather to
prevent the Communists from doing exactly that, Our
present limited actions in North Vietnam are caused by
the actions of the North Vietnamese and not by any
aggressive purpose on our side, in any way, shape,

or form. '

I do not think that I have ever spoken of ''unconditional
capitulation' of anyone. The exact shape of a settlement
that would allow the South Vietnamese to work out their
own destiny is a matter which cannot be decided at this
stage, but I do not think your second paragraph is a pre-
cisely accurate description of the terms and conditions
set forth in my speech and in our answer to the 17-Nation
declaration.,

I think that the implied criticism of ''targets of convenience'
in your third paragraph is somewhat unfair. This military
phrase is not a perfect one, but all that it means is that along
certain carefully defined communication routes, pilots are
authorized to attack whatever military targets they encounter.

i
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Contrary to what is suggested in your fourth paragraph,
we are not opposed to the kind of situation which exists
in Burma and Cambodia. Our position is rather that the
decision on alignment or non-alignment is one which
individual countries should be free to make in the light of
their own interests and needs.

Finally, I do not agree with the suggestion that the military
authorities in Vietnam should have sought my personal
approval before making the limited, specific use of riot-
control gases which they authorized in an effort to save
lives. These episodes have been blown up out of all
proportion by critics who do not seem to be troubled by

the killing of civilians in city streets by terrorist bombs.

You will agree that I should be careful in responding to
your specific proposals for future action, simply because
of my obligation to maintain freedom of choice as the
situation develops. But I want you to know that I am fully
alert to the importance of maintaining effective access to
American troops in Vietnam, and that by my direction

the terms and conditions for discussions leading toward
an eventual settlement are under careful and continuous
review,

For the rest, I will stand on what I said last Wednesday,
and I thank you again for your prompt and effective support
for that statement.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Mike Mansfield
United States Senate
Washington, D, C,

T
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40 same extent in Burme and at one time, thers was hore for 1t in South
Viet Iam wader the late Rgo Dinh Diem.

I eam avare that the principles cof roli~y outlined in the four
podats ebove are sudbject to the charge of "« return tc laclationism.”
I% shauld bo noted, hovever, that there is no automatic virtue in an
Wwiguitons and indiscriminate internatioralism, particularly vhen it leads
kind of isclated intermationaliem in whi~h ve presently find our-
42 Vist Kam.
- nk it is correct to say that the trend of our policles over
e past fov years has been in a direction oppusite to the main lines of
thought vhioch are contained in my memorandurs over thre past fev years. I
say Wxis, @8 you know, vithout rancor or ~riti{ fam. 1 know that my thoughts
have receivwed your careful attention. 1 kvow that your assistants and the
buresnerecy have studied them anl n~-asiorally aver kave ~wmeurred in an
ides wapressed in them.

Nevertheless, it 1s stil] a “act that presert! policy is on a course
which eontains th: following diametric opposites of the suggestions vhieh 1
have sdwanced over the years. Present ralicy, s> far as 1 can determine,
L 1

|

(1) That wve make vhatevar axpenditure ~f American lives and
rOAONress, on an ascending scale, 18 necesssry in order for us to exerciee,
40 effeat, a primacy over vhat transpires in South Viet Nam. If this involves
golag iato North Viet Nem and beyond, that, tco, vill he done.

' (2) That ia the absence of unconditional cspitulation of the
QOmng, our military involvesent, must continue and bs increased as
nossssary (there is discussion even nov of a Joint Cammand which can only
the prelude to United Btates command in fact if not in word).
all.
e (3) T™at our military involvemant wvill not be restricted to
noet Judicious use of air and ses pover, as evidenced by instructions to

[

~ strie o8 "targets of couvenience”; but rather thet it be extended, even to
"4he iafusion of & steadily increasing number of American combat forces on

-t (V) That we will not try to encoursge, through sustaimed
efforts, the emergence of the kind of situatons vhich exist in
Darsa and Oambodia, but rather, so far as I can see, that ve will strees
t*hose eftmations which can be maintained ooly by contiswous infusions of
Asaricen aid (1.e., lace and Thailand, not to speak of South Viet Nem
-~ . - ]
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the facts of our policy as {t {a helng rarried out, es
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111ty suggested by your calling to my attention this
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on bhow any American in an office of responsibility

vast signifioance, beyond immediate wilitary considera-
4, therefore, seek the highest political authority before
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is possibility, that actions of the bureaucrecy mey have
deeply than dedired vhich leads me to write you once again,
yespectfully suggest certain changes at this time vhich may move
t direction of policy as it is expressed in mction. 1In
lieve that the present direction (s at variance with the
of our mational interests rn the Socutheast Asian mainland
« In the end, T fear that this course, st best, will win us
difficulties vhich vill play havoc with the domestic
Administretion, vith the bslance of paymants situation, and
ts and econstructive influence elsevhere in the world.
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I bave 20 great hope that, at this late date, these suggestions
« But for vhat they may be wvorth, I would suggeet:

. 1. That we should concentrate any ground forces vhich are
10 Viet Nem %0 safeguard Americans already there in two or three kay
o the sea or are sasily accessible from the sea
s Balgon and Do end that all other Americans in Viet Nam should
be dream igto these protested points as rapidly as possib_e. From the point
. nw our’ @plomatic position, two or three acoessible and more defemsible
e of greater wlus than numercus installations in the isterier,
aoe by ens,the targets of massed Viet Cong attachs;
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t wve should seek, indirectly but forcefully, through
s sGuroes, a rescuvening of the 1961 Geneva Conference growp)

. ¢ That we should insiet upon, as the sole preconditiom for
b- . mpating, & total ssase-fire and stand-fast throughout all of Viet Nam,
That

IR s we should be prepared for consuitations between the
ot Saigw goversment, the North Vietnamese and the oppoeition in the south oo
v the sapditions for maintaining the "cease-fire” and "stand-fast,” and on
sbsoguant relaticnships once & conference has been convened and, further,
roumstanges indicate the desirability of it, United
in this comnectionm. ;
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very diffieult to predict the evolutica
1% has boen sot in motion. There will be risks
rence, but certainly, in my opiniem, -
‘far empllar than those vhich we now run. 1 think 1% should
ttlament it is possible that Chimeee
Southeast Asla My increase, dut that poseidility is evea
prosent courss is purswed further. A settlsment would not
ween, howpvar, that Chins vill eutamaticslly ocontrol the ares
Y OF evel an scooomic sense. The histaoriec commterfares to that
the penarel Sputhesst Asian fear and anxiety of the ]
distinct and sy de at loast as etrong sz ideclogy. Ia a
, this fear anxiety would appear to bde largely

ia the qweat of a (hinsee attampt at swversioa
cularly after a settlement. The existing Simo-Soviet
%0 distrect China from SBoutheast Asia to same degree,
-3 ing military confromtation in thet ares.

% bave written fruakly and at length cut of a deep concers over
trend of events in Viet Nem. Ve are in very deep already and
_ ' airowmgptances. In my Jjuigeent ve were in too deep long |
aapmed offies. But you knov the whole situation on & day-to-day
nost esrtaialy respect the deciasions which you have felt campelled

not trouwdls you further vith memorandums on this situsticn
ansver to this letter. Your responsidilities are
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 10, 1965

SE€CRET —~

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

The Department of Defense and Atomic Energy Commaission have sub-
mitted a document, '"The National Nuclear Test Program' on which they
have requested your comments and guidance. This is a statement of the
readiness measures we have taken to resume atmospheric testing if we
have to. It also contains information on the type of tests that we now v
think we would conduct in such an eventuality., The document would be

used in replying to questions from the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy
and the Stennis Subcommittee. It shows the Administration’s good faith

in carrying out the ''readiness' safeguard.

I have prepared a memorandum attached at Tab A that generally concurs
in the document but makes it clear that the document is for planning
purposes only and that you have reserved any decision on what tests
would actually be conducted if we should decide to resume atmospheric
testing. The memorandum is designed to keep our posture flexible.

The DOD/AEC document also discusses the current and projected under-
ground testing program. There are a number of important questions as

to where we are going with this program that should be looked at. However,
such questions should be looked at within the Administration before they

are surfaced on the Hill. I will suggest to Kermit Gordon that they be
considered in connection with the staff work in preparation for the FY 1967
Budget.

If you agree, I will sign the attached memorandum to the Department of
Defense and the Atomic Energy Commission.

hes

McGeorge Bundy

Approved

Disapproved

See me SECRET

yfim bllox



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

SSECREF— April 10, 1965

MEMORANDUM TO: The Deputy Secretary of Defense
The Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission

The President has noted your letter of February 18, 1965, transmitting
a document, '""The National Nuclear Test Program, ' and has expressed
his appreciation for your initiative in preparing it. He has also noted
that the plan contained in the document is sufficiently broad in scope

as to provide maximum flexibility of response in the event we should
have need to resume testing in any of the environments now prohibited
by the Limited Test Ban Treaty, This approach is sound; flexibility
should continue to characterize our planning., In addition, we should
continue to keep in mind the thought expressed in your letter that any
test series which might eventually be conducted in any of the prohibited
environments would be developed in response to the particular objectives
considered most important at the time. Such tests might be somewhat
different from those contemplated in ""The National Nuclear Test Program''
as presently drafted.

At several points in the document, there is expressed an expectation
that underground testing would continue essentially unchanged and at
approximately the same rate even after we resumed testing in the
atmosphere. This assumption seems open to question. The need for
and feasibility of continuing a full-blown underground testing program
simultaneously with atmospheric testing would be a matter on which the
President would have to decide. I suggest that those portions of the
document that appear to establish such assumptions with respect to
underground testing be revised to leave the question open.

I also request one other revision in the document, a change in the section
on ultra-high yield weapons to make it explicit that the President has not
yet made a decision as to how far the development of such weapons will
be carried. Except as indicated above, it appears that 'The National
Nuclear Test Program'' document is an excellent statement of the
current plan for continuing to maintain the state of readiness which

has already been achieved by the Department of Defense and the

Atomic Energy Commission.

“SEERET— (page 1 of 2 pages)
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SECRE®~ -2- April 10, 1965

The President requests that the plan contained in the document be
periodically reviewed to ensure that it takes into account the advances
made in our underground test program and by the other research

and development work at the laboratories. In addition, he requests
that the plan be reviewed in collaboration with the Secretary of State
and the Director of the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency

to ensure that the planning takes place with appropriate political
guidance and in light of our best estimate of significant developing
conditions. He further requests that you bring to his attention any
significant changes that occur in the program and the reasons for them
either on a periodic basis or whenever the program is formally revised.

McGeorge Bundy

~SECRETs- (page 2 of 2 pages)
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FOR VALENTI FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM BUNDY

I suggest the following short, but friendly, answer to Pearson's letter.
It can go by telegram to Butterworth if you approve. It does not need

your signature. Proposed answer follows:

"Dear Mike:

I want to thank you for your warm and thoughtful letter of April 8. 1

am glad to have this full account of youy thinkiug. and I won't go over

my own views again because 1 stated them just as clearly as I could in
our talk at Camp David. I think we understand each other's problems

a lot better now.

I am glad you liked my speech, and your government's imm ediate support
| of it was a great help.

With warm regards.

Sinawely;

i
DECLASSIFIED

. NL) &3-14(
Authority )Db/_gct[

By. ﬁ ’ NARS, Date ——m—
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 9, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE PRESIDENT

This is an extremely interesting account

of the way the present South Vietnamese
Chief of Staff -- Little Minh ~-- sees the
war. It has a more rounded and thought-
ful character than most of our own military
reports.,

ha Q.

McG. B.

Gonfidential Attachment
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(cy Saigon cable, Dept 3199, April 3, 1965)
April 9, 1965

In almost a two-hour long conversation last night with a small group

of French jouranalists (Agence France Press, '"Figaro'') and corres-
pondent of the German radio station in the Vietnamese Army Officer's
Mess, General Tran Van Minh, Chief of the Armed Forces, gave an
interesting and appa renfly frank account of his assessment of the present
military situation as background only and not for quotation. The
occasion was arranged by Major Demaison of the French Embassy who
is a former classmate of General Minh. According to one correspondent
present, Minh analyzed the current situation as follows:

1. The hard core Viet are quitting the South and moving to Central
Vietnam either to wait there for new developments or to attempt to hold
the territory for bargainning purposes in any future negotiations.

2. The Viet Cong are losing confidence in cadres from the south as a
reflection of Viet Cong failure to keep the often repeated promise in the
south that they will bring peace.

3. Increased terrorism in Saigon is most likely for political rather than
military purposes.

4, Asked if inview of Paragraph 1 above, more US troops will be needed
he said, ''no."'" Additional US Air Force help is adequate.

5. The Vietnamese Army's best strategy would be to avoid big operations
and mount instead a large number of "oil-spot'' operations over extended

territory for maximum psychological impact on population and prevention
of the Viet Cong being cast in an underdog role.

6. In the last few weeks the Viet Cong has reached the zenith of their
strength, not from manpower but from logistical point of view.

7. The Viet Cong are standardizing their arms. Use of arms other than
the US made lately can be explained by the lack of ammunition for such arms.

8. Chinese intervention should be discounted. First, North Vietnam is
not about to put itself at the mercy of Peking and, second, no matter what
form possible the Chinese intervention might take, will mean large-scale
escalation.

~CONEFIDENTIAL
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9. In response to the question, he said that he does not believe
possible any negotiations within the next three months, but finds
probably some kind of contact with North Vietnam. He added that
North Vietnam is aware it failed in its effort to set up the National
Liberation Front in South Vietnam as an interlocutor for the south
and now must look to Saigon for such an interlocutor.

10. General Minh made an excellent impression on correspondents
through his impersonal analysis of the situation, methodical
reflection on given facts, and his ability to conceive of the wide
range of possible courses of evolution of pertinent factors.

Comment: The Air Force Pouch sent a dispatch today attributing
the foregoing to the '"best informed military sources possible."




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I have been slow in sending you this copy
of a long message from the Prime Minister
which came over the private wire on
Monday.

There is not much of substance in it, but
he is obviously trying to keep in close

touch.

I have sent an informal acknowledgment
to his Private Secretary.

McG. B.

SESRET ATTACHMENT a
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MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT FROM PRIME MINISTER WILSON

April 5, 1965

~-SECRET-

Dear Mr. President:

I thought you might be interested to have a brief account of my
Paris trip. On the whole it went very well, and I found the General,
although running true to form on the basic political issues, very
friendly and forthcoming. I think that he was anxious to minimise the
areas of disagreement and to concentrate on making progress on
those topics where we can broadly see eye to eye.

The organization of NATO, including nuclear sharing, was not of
course one of these topics, and you won't be surprised to have seen
from the communique that we had to confine ourselves to discussing
our respective points of view about the security of the West within the
framework of the Alliance. Idon't think that we can look for any sig-
nificant shift in French policy in this field in the foreseeable future.
As regards the Middle East and Africa, however, we found ourselves
in more agreement on the need to try to reduce the Arab-Israel
tension, to counter Sino-Soviet penetration of Africa and so forth., It
may be significant that the French now seem ready to resume the
periodical discussions at expert level which we used to have on these
topics, and I hope that, if these talks start again, it may be possible
to find out rather more clearly what the French intentions in these
areas really are.

We discussed the Vietnam situation in some detail. But here again

of course it was essentially a matter of examining differing points of view
which showed no real signs of being nearer each other at the end of our
meeting than at the beginning. Couve was particularly unyielding in

his talks with the Foreign Secretary, but we made it no less clear that

in our opinion there could be no question of merely pulling out of the

area and that, as Co-Chairman of the 1954 Conference we had a definite
part to play and were determined to do whatever we could (e.g. by

Patrick Gordon-Walker's mission) to promote what the communique
called a lasting and peaceful settlement.

~SECREF—
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We had several interesting discussions at various levels about
economic affairs. I was very grateful to you for arranging for Kermit
Gordon to be in London when we came back: and I have given him today
a full account of our Paris talks which he will be able to pass on to

you. Perhaps all I need say now therefore is that the main features

of those talks were that on our part I emphasized our determination

to strengthen the British economy without devaluing the pound and that
on their side they gave us pretty categorical assurance that, when we

go to the IMF in May, they will associate themselves with the raising

of the necessary funds. This does not commit them of course as regards
the amount, the conditions and so forth: but I took it as a good sign

that they were prepared in principle to recognize our need for a breathing
space and to commit themselves to support us. We also had some

very interesting exchanges about possible ways of reforming the inter-
national monetary systems. Here again both sides stated their position
on lines with which you will be familiar, and there was not much sign

of any change of heart among the French. But they were clearly divided
among themselves on the question of the gold standard, and I think that

I managed to shake them a bit on this issue. Kermit Gordon will be
able to tell you more about this. It will be interesting to see how the
French will now behave both at the IMF meeting on the UK drawing and
at the discussions (for which they hope to be ready soon after that
meeting) about changes in the International Monetary System.

I think that in some ways the most valuable parts of our discussions
were those which dealt with the possibilities of cooperation between
Britain and France in various technological fields, including aircraft.

I could not say too much to De Gaulle about our recent examination of
the TSR 2 and the TFX, since our decisions here are technically a
budget secret, which we cannot reveal until the Chancellor of the
Exchequer opens his budget on Tuesday. But I was anxious that there
must be no subsequent Nassau type misunderstanding between De Gaulle
and ourselves, and I therefore let him know that we had it in mind to
take an option on the TFX, but that we were anxious at the same time

to explore the possibilities of future cooperation with France as regards
aircraft. There are some signs that the press may get this wrong and
may suppose that we have an Anglo-French aircraft in mind as a replace-
ment for the TSR 2, but we will, of course, take the first opportunity
after the budget to dispose of this misunderstanding and to make it
clear that any new Anglo-French collaboration in this field made sense
in terms of the enlargement of the market which is essential if these

BECRES-



SECRET— -3 -

very specialized resources are to be deployed in the most economic
way. And this is true, of course, not only of aircraft but also of
such other technologies as computers, electronics and so forth. I
think he also realized, although he was careful not to say so, that

the argument in favour of Ango-French cooperation in these fields is
not merely economic and that, if this collaboration becomes a reality,
it will represent a genuine beginning in the process of creating func-
tional links between the two camps into which Europe is divided. If
to this extent it contributes to a healing of that breach, I know that
you will be no less pleased than ourselves.

Yours sincerely,

Harold Wilson

SECRET-
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April 8, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

This is Reischauer's report on Sato's
views of the speech.
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(Cy Dept 3185 from Tokyo) (’L

SATO TELLS REISCHAUER HOW HAPPY HE IS

Prime Minister Sato phoned me the morning of the 8th to say he
strongly welcomed the President's clear exposition in the April 7
speech of US aims in Vietnam fighting and the ultimate hopes and
intentions with regard to Southeast Asia and would make clear at
his noon press conference his hearty approval of the statements.
He said he had been planning to have former Ambassador Asakai
get together with me for a lengthy discussion of US objectives
(since a direct talk between Sato and myself would attract too much
attention), but the President's speech has now resolved his doubts
and anxieties.

Comment: As Sato's reaction indicates, the speech will be extremely
helpful in calming Japanese anxieties, blunting criticism, and winning
a greater measure of public acceptance and even support for the US
course of action in Vietnam. I and others in the Embassy have been
holding long meetings with media and other leaders, attempting to

get them to see the Vietnam situation in this perspective and we

have felt we were having some success in this effort, but the clear
statements of this speech made directly by the President should be
immeasurably more effective.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 8, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

This is Chet Bowles sending his congratulations by
CIA channels -- I have no idea why he doesn't dare
send this through State.

In

TeRSEGRET ATTACHMENT
VIA-COMINT CHANNELS
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Following received from -New Delhi:

"For the President, White House.

Heartiest congratulations on your magnificent speech
spelling out the immense opportunities open to Southeast
Asia once Communist aggression ceases., It lays the
foundation for an extraordinarily constructive effort in this
critical part of the world.

We will do our best to see that its significance is fully
appreciated here in India. Warmest Regards,

Chester Bowles"

TZED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NL/&AC co- 154

NARA, DateI2-3-0/



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 8, 1965

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: U Thant's message on your speech

The attached is U Thant's letter to you, as read
over the phone. A UN spokesman is putting out
a statement which paraphrases this letter and
may also quote from it. We are watching the

tickers, but-have notseen-it-yet, hag 4 »

My inclination would be to write an immediate
answer, and I attach a possible draft. If you
like this, we could get the letter and the answer
out, WA airee mend With U T"IO-*“‘",

. .

McG. B.
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Letter from U Thant to the President 4/8/65
"Dear Mr, President:

Permit me to say that I listened to your speech on the
Vietnam situation last night with very great interest, I was
particularly impressed by your appeal for "a greatly expanded
cooperative effort for development' on behalf of the countries
in the Mekong River area of Southeast Asia, including, of course,
North Vietnam. I welcome this approach and I am grateful for
your references to the UN and to me in connection with it.

I find it positive, forward-looking, and generous. As you know,
my recent thinking has been along similar lines.

Also, Mr, President, if I may say so, I regard your indication
of a readiness to enter into '"unconditional discussions' as both
constructive and statesmanlike. I feel sure that it will prove to
be very helpful,

It may well be, Mr. President, that your speech will mark
a turning point in the long-standing Vietnam conflict. I certainly
hope so. You may be sure that I will continue to contribute all
that I can to the efforts toward a peaceful settlement.

With warm personal regards, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

(U Thant)

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4
J } 3]
Ny Je-72 _
'l.i\-._i,*g_, NARA, D;nciﬂg




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 8, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Here is a thoughtful and important cable

from Kohler which I think you will want to

read all the way through. I share the con-
clusions in his last paragraph and they are
part of the reason why I think a private
messagebwhich Kohler could use less privately,
is very much in our interest.

I hope to have a reasonably solid draft by
Friday noon.

b

McG. B.
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Received: April 6, 1965 3:51 A, M.

Moscow Cable 2920
DECLASSIFIED
April 5, Noon E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.
NEJ  96-30!
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—CONTFIRENTEATE— By zea

Vietnam and Soviet=American Relations

I. When new Soviet leadership decided, several months ago, that
conduct their conflict with ChiComs required reversal Khrushchev
line and reversion to active role in Southeast Asia, they must have
realized this could entail deterioration their relationship,

With U,S, they apparently hoped &amage could be limited both in
scope and in duration, and assumed normal relationship could then
be restored,

After Kosygin in Hanoi found Ho Chi Minh and company confident with
respect outcome South Vietnam and negative with respect to negotiations,
Soviet dilemma sharpened., It has since been aggravated by mounting
American support of South Vietnam, on one side, and continuing ChiCom
attacks on Soviets, on other, In circumstances, they have now clearly
decided imperatives their commitment and influence in Communist
world at this stage are incompatible with and predominate over interest
in continued development relations with U, S,

II. More precise import this decision is now emerging, both in word
and in deed, As regards deeds, it now seems clear that there will be
no repeat no new initiatives on Soviet side or acceptance of initiatives
from American side (with possible exception a few non-political
matters of tangible interest or value to Soviets), Presently arranged
exchanges will be allowed to continue but will not be extended or added
to. Not only will direct negotiations at least be played down, if not
avoided; but same will apply to international forums where U,S, and
USSR are main protagonists,

Following are principal matters in which this decision has played major
role to date:



1, Bilaterals

A, Rejection of National War College visit and postponement of
U.S. visit of Soviet military officers,

B, Inaction on leased line request,
C. Refusal of requested extensions to U,S. exchange students,

D, Stalling on other bilateral such as exchange of meteorological
data., (Exception for king crab discussions and fishing inspections
which Soviets must regard as of commercial advantage,)

2, Negative decision on resumption of ENDC,
3. Color TV deal with French,

Unless and until situation changes, this line of action (or inaction)
will continue to be followed, with negative implications for resumption
progress in bilateral field, and further aggravation already negative
attitudes with respect such international problems as disarmament, UN
finance and peace~keeping, and Germany,

III. As regards words, all stops are now being pulled out in major
political and propaganda campaign designed to justify course adopted
by Soviet leadership in eyes own people and to undermine U,S, position
throughout world, This has gone through several stages:

1. Initial reaction to airstrikes against North Vietnam, while
shrilly reflecting official anger at coincidence with Kosygin visit, was
relatively controlled, Main feature this phase, demonstrations
Feb 9 and March 4 against Embassy, boomeranged so violently they
could only add to embarrassment and frustration leadership (and hope-
fully, may finally have persuaded them this not repeat not useful
instrument of diplomacy).

2, After fiasco March 4 demonstration, campaign of more peace~-
ful protest meetings launched in factories, institutes, universities,
trade unions and other organizations throughout country and similar
activities promoted abroad, These have produced shower of petitions
to Embassy, telegrams to White House, and continuing flow of material

—EOMNEEREN T A ——



"branding shameful aggression American imperialists' which now
constitute substantial portion reading matter offered Soviet people in
daily press,

3. World-wide interest in Voskhod II was exploited to initiate
sharper phase of campaign, with Brezhnev on March 24 branding
"American aggressors'' as barbarians and bandits who should not
think '""time will wash off disgrace their crimes,'" Polemical style of
professional party propagandists was apparent in subsequent note
delivered to and returned by this Embassy March 26 stating as fact
"confirmed by official U,S. spokesmen'' that ''poison gases are being
used in South Vietnam by the US Armed Forces with approval US State
and Defense Departments' and charging that '"today Umited States has
passed over from experiments to combat employment these inhuman
weapons'' which even ""Hitler and his Generals did not dare to put into
use,'" Particularly scurrilous cartoons have subsequently developed
theme of rejected note, though this aspect may in time be inhibited by
our setting record straight and paucity foreign reaction for local
quotation, Campaign in general, however, continues and likely be
sustained indefinitely, blending into anti-U.,S. and anti-FRG themes
being developed for 20th Anniversary World War II victory,

4, Top officials from government ministries were instructed
not repeat not attend social functions U,S, Embassy February and
March but lower ranks were allowed to come and no effort made cut
off scientists, journalists, artists and other '"intellectuals,' In
encounters at various ceremonies elsewhere, leaders and high officials
have been personally cordial but have seemed almost studiously avoid
substantive talk, particularly about Vietnam,

IV. Current period seems likely be much more protracted and harder
live through without serious damage than Cuba crisis, especially in

view relative weakness and sense of frustration of present Soviet leader-
ship, However, some salutary forces are at work and may help so:

l. A knowledgeable Soviet source has told us that while '"'tough'
sections top leadership want complete stoppage Soviet-American
activities, including exchanges, ''you have some influential friends
who do not allow this to happen.' This seems confirmed by continuing
friendly attitude members Soviet elite, who while apprehensive about

—CONMEIDEN TLAL
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possible escalation and confrontation, seern anxious to continue contacts
and keep things going forward.

2. As nearly as we can judge, people generally are apathetic
and skeptical. Somewhat disturbed by sense of increased war danger
and by '""poison gas'' charges but with basically curious and friendly
attitudes toward United States unchanged. Embassy travelers have been
in North, in Central Asia and in South during past two weeks visiting
any institutions where '"protest meetings' had been staged by party
agitators. Reception invariably friendly, practically no mention of
Vietnam, some expressions regret damage to Embassy and hostility
toward Chinese,

V. Isee little that we can do which would bring about substantial change
in current Soviet policy in the short run. However, I consider it essential
for longer run to maintain posture on Vietnam reflected in President's
statement of March 25 and to demonstrate in word and deed that we desire
to continue course of sound improvement in Soviet-American relations of
recent years. Indeed, while I recognize deteriorated atmosphere presents
problems, I hope we will push forward such pending matters as ratifica-
tion of Consular Convention, East-West trade legislation, and provision
of suitable premises for new Soviet Embassy, all of which are in our

net interest, and encourage private interests similarly to carry on as
normally as possible, for example by participation in upcoming Soviet
film festival and chemistry exhibition. In word, I think we should per-
sistently reiterate themes that (a) US policy of helping in Vietnam has
been unvarying in past ten years; (b) US policy of improved understanding
with Soviet Union continues; and (c) if there is deteriordtion relations

this result of changes in Soviet, not repeat not American policy. Soviet
controlled media will not publish American side of story, but this

becomes known here through VOA and other foreign media and local grapevine
and will have salutary effect.

Dept. please pouch to interested posts.

Kohler



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 8, 1965
— SEERET —
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

YOUR APPOINTMENT WITH DREW PEARSON

Drew Pearson wants to talk to you about his impressions of the
Soviet Union. He says that most of what he learned has been in
his columns, but he does want to emphasize his feeling that events
in Vietnam have produced a real frost in Soviet attitudes towards
the United States. '

Pearson of course believes that it is U. S. hawks that stand in the
way of good relations with the Soviet Union. I tried to tell him
that we were determined to do our part to improve relations but
that we could not let Vietnam go under just for this purpose. My
guess is that he will be cheered up by your speech yesterday.

I think nevertheless that it is well to leave Drew with the clear
impression that you are not a hard liner and that you intend to find
ways and means of making your point clear to the Soviets. He has
always been curious about the pen pal correspondence and I would
not repeat not give him too much of a hint of this possibility, but
you could easily say that you plan to use Thompson and Kohler for
this purpose and you might even say that Kohler has already advised
us to do our best in this same direction. (I attach a cable and
covering memorandum which I was just sending you on this subject.)

ht 5.

McG. B.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 8, 1965
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Your 5 o'clock meeting with Eugene Black

Present will be:

State: Ball, Mann and Cleveland (U Thant business)

AID: Bell, Poats (Southeast Asia expert)

Medical: Dr. Lee {Medical director of AID who is said to be
a first-rate physician and a man who really understands
what is needed in the area

Budget: Kermit Gordon

Commerce: Jack Connor

Agriculture: Orville Freeman

White House: Bundy, Bator, Komer, Cooper (this seems like

a lot but the coordinating process on this one is going
to be very tough)

John Macy (to get a picture of the kind of people
we are going to need to help Black)

I hope you may be able to lead off the discussion by saying how much emphasis
you attach to this undertaking and how glad you are that Gene Black is going

to take the lead in it. You might then wish to ask for a comment from State
(overall policy); from Bell (status of economic planning in the area); from
Connor (private investment possibilities); and from Freeman (on available
agriculture supplyk

This meeting can be treated as organizational and can be quite short.

The second problem is press treatment. I suggest that you may wish to have
pictures of yourself meeting with Black and that you might wish to make a
brief statement which might have the following content:

l. Your good message from U Thant and the fact that you are replying;

2. Your gratitude to Black and the fact that he will be going right to
work;

3. Your long interest in this whole enterprise as shown in your report
of 1961 to President Kennedy (the relevant paragraph is attached at Tab A
and can be given to the press perfectly well.)

4. An introduction of Mr., Black to say just a few words himself.

Mep R
McG. B.
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Direct Quotation from Vice President Johnson's Report
to President Kennedy - May 6, 1961
Any help -- economic as well as military -- we give less developed

nations to secure and maintain their freedom must be a paft of a
mutual effort. These nations cannot be saved by United States help
alone. To the extent the Southeast Asian nations are prepared to
take the necessary measures to make our aid effective, we can be --
and must be -~ unstinting in our assistance. It would be useful to
enunciate more clearly than we have -- for the guidance of these
young and unsophisticated nations -- what we expect or require of

them.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 8, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

The marked paragraph in the attached
cable is one more example of Brandt's
pro-Americanism,

It leads me to ask you once again if you
are willing to let him come in for just a
few minutes, Brandt is not Pearson;

his whole political interest is to show how
near he is to us.

hd. 8,
McG. B.

Yes
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AT SPECIAL SPD LAND CONFERENCE, DUESSELDORF, APRIL 3, (APPARENTLY

CONVENED IN VARIOUS LAND CAPITALS TO COUNTER CDU FEDERAL

CONVENTION IN DUESSELDORF PRECEDING WEEKEND) PARTY CHAIRMAN

‘WILLI BRANDT MADE MAJOR SPEECH. HE REFERRED TO DUFHUES'S

"CHANGING OF THE GUARDS"™ STATEMENT AT CDU CONVENTION AND SAID
HE AGREED, BUT NOT IN MANNER INTENDED BY DUFHUES. INSTEAD, HE
CALLED FOR REPLACEMENT OF CDU BY SPD CABINET.

ON INTERNAL ISSUES BRANDT GENERALLY CHARGED CDU WITH IMITATION
OF SPD IN SOCIAL AND FINANCIAL POLICIES. HE REGRETTED REFUSAL
BY CDU OF GRAND COALITION, AND SAID SPD WOULD GO IT ALONE,  IF
NECESSARY. HE STATED SPD STILL WILLING TO FORM COALITION
WITH ANY PARTY. TURNING TO LAND POLITICS, BRANDT ANNOUNCED
HEINZ KUEHN AS SPD CANDIDATE FOR NRW MINISTER PRESIDENT IN
1966 LAND ELECTION.

ON FOREIGN POLICY HE CALLED FOR AN AGGRESSIVE PROGRAM TO
ACHIEVE A PEACE TREATY. AFTER DESCRIBING THE DO-NOTHING
ATTITUDE OF THE CDU, BRANDT SAID: "THE GERMAN NATION IS SICK
AND TIRED OF SLOGANS INSTEAD OF ACTION."™ BRANDT GAVE SPD
CREDIT FOR A SUCCESSFUL BERLIN POLICY WHICH OPENED THE WALL
AND ALLEVIATED HUMAN SUFFERING. THIS POLICY OF SMALL STEPS
ST B « | BRANDT ATTACKED ADENAUER'S STATEMENT
AT THE CDU CONVENTION WHICH HAD BLAMED THE US FOR THE BERLIN
WALL, STATING:, "THE FIRST ONE TO GIVE ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE
PEOPLE OF BERLIN AFTER ERECTION OF THE WALL WAS NOT THE
CHANCELLOR BUT VICE PRESIDENT JOHNSON BY HIS 1961 BERLIN VISIT."

LANDTAG FACTION CHAIRMAN KUEHN DESCRIBED THE SPD CONFERENCE
AS THE BEGINNING OF A DOUBLE-HEADER ELECTION CAMPAIGN BOTH
FOR THE FEDERAL ELECTIONS IN THE FALL AND THE NRW LAND
ELECTIONS NEXT YEAR.

COMMENT: BRANDT EXUDED SELF-CONFIDENCE DURING HIS THREE
HOUR SPEECH BEFORE AN AUDIENCE COMPOSED ONLY OF MEMBERS OR
DELEGATES OF THE PARTY. AUDIENCE REACTION WAS ENTHUSIASTIC,
ESPECIALLY WHEN HE ATTACKED STATEHENTS OF SPEAKERS AT CDU

_ | - REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
UNCLASSIFIED PROHIBITED UNLESS UNCLASSIFIED”




THE WHITE HousEe
WASHINGTON

April 8, 1965

Mr. President:

This is a very interesting account
of Peking's current line, as passed
to U Thant by the Algerians,

Mhef 6

McG, B.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 8, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

The attached note from David Klein is
worth your reading if you have not seen
earlier reports on Brezhnev's apparently

increasing ascendency.

hic

McG. B.

S
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