
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 8, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Sir Robert Menzies has been the best man 
of all on Vietnam in recent weeks. A good 
sample is his p erformance with some 
Australian Bishops which is attached at 
Tab A in a note from the Australian Ambas­
sador. But you will have seen other statements 
in the pre ss. 

I thought you might want to send him something 
short and sweet like the letter at Tab B. 

I have changed his title to "Dear Sir Robert" 
to make it a little more informal, and which 
I thought you might like, but it can be done 
the other way if you prefer, and the re is also 
a "Dear Prime Minister" letter attached. 

McG. B. 
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MEMORANDUM. FOB THE PBESIDENT: 

Sir Robert Menzies has· been. tbe beet man 
o! all . .oa. Vi.etiiam !a rcc;ent weeb:. .A good 
sample ta Jal• pedonnaace 'w1tk •om• 
Australia•. Bishops which f.s attac.aed at 
Tab A ia a aote from the Auetraltan Am.bas• 
sador. But you will bave aee11 other statements. 
in the press. 

I thoag.bt you might want ~ •ead. him aomethhaa 
sllort aad aweet like tlte letter· at Taa 810 

I have cbaaged his title to t:tnear- Sir B.~bert'1 

to make it a little more Informal, amt wblch 
I tb.otlgllt yoa m11ht u~. lnit it caa. be doae 
tbe otber· way if yOG prefer. and th.ere is also 
a 0 Dear Prime .Min.iatel' 0 letter attacked. .. 
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DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J q(.. 30D 

By ~ , NARA Date 'f-S· '1 l 
SUBJECT; The Bunker- Mleeton at Mid• POlo.t . 

Ambaa·aadcW 8\lnke• ha• beea tn JD.doneala. for •dpt de.ye n.owi 
he .plan•: to depart fol" Waahlngt<m a week t"om toay. Hete la a 
bttef aumrnuy of hl• talks wltll Indoae lcla.n lea.dei:•t 

l. B•nker has had two long •••.tons wtth Sukazno, wW. lunch 
wldt him tomorrow, and wUl see hhn once mot'e kto.·• he leavee. 
He ha.a al•o talked at leasth wltta ~ioi Nant·lon. ~d e-the• 
Zadon.eelan leader•· 

z. hom Sukarno M down, the adoe are etrea•ln& Obele 
basic ·point: that u. s. ·~·t lo• Malayela la the Stoet ea\lae 
.of the weak.-.down in lrldo•U~ s. relatlon•. A• a ••c&nda.ity cause 
they ~&o clte u .. s. a~tloas ln the ''.Abo~A•lan world .. (l. •·, the 
Congo and VtetaamJ. While Clalmlas k1¥~ec~t1nlse cutaln ·bbjectlves 
that, we ehUe, the !Ados are preeamg ·bard for u. s. 0 neutrallty0 

on Malay•ta In place of lllPpol't '9• Malayala. 

3, In *'••po1u1e, Buak•• hae empbaslaed repeatedly that our 
de•dre ls to preserve our .,llateral Jfelatloas. wlth fQdeneela deeplte 
duter•nc:•• over fore-lp fOU4y l••·••·• · He ~aa ,trled to make clear 
ou nppGl't fo-. both t.doaeela and Malayala and oul' hope t'hat Aalaae 
will wo»k out their own solution to the dl•PQtO. 

4. The geaeral clbnate of Ute talke has been &lendly and 
frauk. Buaker clea•ly kae good r"a.ppo~t wlth the lndo leade~t. 
I.a Dtulker'• wo~d•: "My vlalt ts not golag to re•ult ln a fh':ama.tlc 
~· ·m Indo pollcle,, 'bllt I thktk lt lmpos-tut that by the time I 
leave th.e {ados have lt Clearly la mbld that bl our view the ball l• 
ht th•li- CO\U't • •• 

5. Otte key dleaente21 ii-em the S\lkutno•S\lbaa..dl'lo view la 
Gtm.ttral Naeu.tlon, who fral\kly and I"'• alrntstloa.Uy told Bunker that 
the nco11u11dlctloas•• of Iado blt:etnal polltlcs - - not the Malayala. 
dt•pute ••~re tlle cauae of ou 'bad relatlona. Naeutlon ad.vlaea that 
we prepare tor one Ol' two ve:ry d.lftleult yeue whUe tho Indo power 
a~u111e (Communl•t• ve»•v.• aatl• Gammunltt•) rune lta cou~ae. 

SE-!i!RET :: 
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6. Jn a fltrtller atep to-••move Aniorlcan. 0 ta•g ·te••, Bunker 
and .Jo-.ee pwopo•• that we .p•O.aUy c=loae ou.t our Paa~•· ·Co,111)• 
oge11atlon. 111 lQtione eta.. -::~. 

?. lt la eJq)eoted tbat tb.e curteat lull ln antl·A~·r-lcan. 

agi~ WiU •ad wtth ~~·• a..-.tt.We aud with lhe ¢oa•luelon 
CAt>.tU. lath) ef tile tenth Mllllv rauy celttbntloa o.1· the Ba1t.d1Ull 
Coofei-•n~e. 



April a. 1965 

MEMORANDUM. .FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Here la a tlsaqhtful and im_portaat cable 
from Kokler wlilch l think.,._ w1ll waat·to · 
read all the way throu1h. I s.bfte the· coa­
cluaions in ~a · tast.paiiagraph ~ they are 
pa~t of the reason .way· I~- a pri\t&te · 
message whica Kobler eould-ase-leaa prl.ately 
is very mu.ch ta.our bite-rest. 

1 hope to have a reasouhly solid draft by 
s·riday _noon. 

McQ. B. 



. MEMOB.ANDVM ·r-aa TtlE a•~·~·T . t 

Hoe ls the latest draft of the 17-ation ciecl&ratloa. 
Tile lint two pases a'l'e lamJJin to yoat. The tust 
half o£ the third page lrl. .a· d1Mct t.uotatiea from~ tJt,e· 
Bopldu speech.. 

From the nWktle 14 page 3 to ·the' middle of PP. 4~ 
la lan~ of my owa tbat •• been m ·,and oa.t :of 

varioua drafts·. I .-.,self thhik it is ~ely 
lmpol'tant and ao do my friend• in the Department 
and in. Saiao•· This laa_page will not only help to· 
keep-om ll'Hnda in Saigoa on boa-rd. fer tile jfhras.e 
''wlcoadttional cliscutJsiOtUJH (we .have df.acus:ed this 
laaguage 'With them., and they liave ~greed to it. but 
there· will 'be aome preesve on·tiiem just the same-). 
These pai-agnphs also contain a TI•t:oa of a f\ltlWe In 
which we am get· our uoope .out and in which South 
Vietnam aml Rortlt Vietnam caa have· peaceful r.ela• 
tlons together·. ·aoth of taes-e are ·lmputant and 
neither oJ them appear .elsewhere ia tbia reply ·or lD 
th.e speecla.. 

I lla-ve seat this to George Ball fo»· his comments and 
I will.be waiting for yo.u,ra. We ought· to send it to. 
Alu .J'okQsoa right a.way for final coordination ia 
Saigoa hd'ore putting -it ont tomerrow. 

McG. B. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 7, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Attached is the weekly report from Taylor and 
Johnson to you personally. I think it is worth 
reading. 

McG. B. 

SBCftElf NODLS 

• .... .. . - t•' ~ t ' . ' vi;.:t6m:::1B~ ~ n·a an · 
ailmJnistrative mar king . >>, .. 
By Pvl+ . On .ci_~~~/ 



~GRET NODIS 
(copy of Saigon 3246, April 7, 1965) 

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM AMBASSADOR TAYLOR 

The bombing of the Embassy on March 30 was the dominating event of 

3otv 
/ 

the week. The local press, and many Vietna·mese privately, expressed 
indignation and outrage at this act of terrorism. While the bombing 
brought home once again that the Viet Cong can strike in the heart of 
Saigon, it did not seem to dampen the improved morale of the Vietnamese. 
American community is entirely unshaken. 

In the :meantime, Quat and his colleagues have continued to ·move ahead 
with concrete constructive measures in the political field. The week 
witnessed: 

a. An announce·ment by the National Legislative Council that a national 
congress should be convened to take up the urgent task of drawing up a 
per.manent constitution, and that the congress should be based on direct 
universal suffrage organized in secure zones. 

b. The opening of a press congress to develop a statute governing the 
conduct of the local press. 

c. Indications from the government that it would hold elections early 
next ·month for city and :municipal councils. 

d. An announcement by the government that it is 1) establishing an 
embassy in Addis Ababa, ~th an information center to serve all of Africa; 
2) dispatching a delegado·~, ·· headed by Vice Premier Tuyen, to visit key 
African capitals; and 3) opening competition to fill 20 vacancies in the 
Vietnamese diplo·matic and consular service. 

e. An announcement that Quat will reserve Thursday afternoons to '.meet 
with .members of the public. 

Another interesting development, but one on which we still have only tenta­
tive and fragmentary information, has been the e-mer gence of signs of 
Buddhist protests against Viet Cong depredations against Buddhist Monks 
and pagodas. We understand that the Buddhist Institute has instructed 
pagodas to pray for a Buddhist Monk in Binh Dinh Province who reportedly 
burned hi~self to death in protest against such Viet Cong actions. The 
Buddhist Institute also held a memorial service for the American and 
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Vietna·me s e victims of the Embassy bombing. These are heartening 
if still isolated, signs of an improved attitude in Buddhist ranks. 

In the military field, the Viet Cong continued to lie low, their activities 
reaching a level even lower than that recorded during the lunar festival 
period of early February. In spite of their inertia, they took heavy 
losses in engagement with the government forces in which the friendly 
total killed in action amounted to 189 against 795 Viet Cong dead. The 
ene·my also lost 80 captured and over 200 weapons. While this is good 
news, we still have the uneasy feeling that the Viet Cong may be pre­
paring unpleasant surprises for us. During the week, we acquired 
reasonably clear evidence that elements of the North Vietna·mese 3 25th 
division have been in South Vietna·m since February. The presence of 
one battalion is confirmed and it is possible all three regiments are 
operating in the Central Provinces. ·~ are pressing all intelligence 
agencies to determine what the Viet Cong are up to. 

Reports of i·mproved morale are now coming in from the provinces, 
indicating that the rise in confidence noted in urban centers is beginning 
to spread to the countryside. While more indications will be needed to 
establish the extent of the trend, this is the first time in months we have 
had such encouraging reports on provincial .morale. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 7, 1965 

Mr. President: 

For information. 

In</ fJ. 
McG. B. 

~ ""~ ~ t4. 
~r~~ 
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(Copy of SAIGON 3248 of April 7, 1965) 

Together with Alex Johnson, I saw Quat alone the afternoon of April 6 
and briefly reviewed with him matters arising out of my Washington 
visit. At the outset, I strongly stressed Washington view that no 
amount of bombardment of North Vietnam is going .to convince Hanoi 
to call off its action down he re without real progre1s~/ South Vietnam 
against the Viet Cong. Hanoi must be convinced that the Viet Cong 
cannot win here. Thus our strategy in 1965 calls for a balanced 
program as between action against North Vietnam and in- country 
action. Quat entirely agreed. With respect to Rolling Thunder, 
I said that we planned to continue along presently projected lines 
without radical change either up or down . Quat agreed. 

I then outlined our view of the manpower gap, showing Quat a chart 
indicating that, if Viet Cong str.ength maintains pre sent upward trend 
and South Vietnam accomplished presently projected force goals, the 
ratio of strength will be even less favorable at the end of the year. 
I then outlined Washington discussions and decisions, including the 
21-point General Johnson program to improve the effectiveness of 
existing programs, the proposed additional Marine battalions, and 
the RB-66 Task Force. I also mentioned the possibility of additional 
third-country contributions, such as from Australia, New Zealand 
and Korea. I tied proposed Marine deployments to Quat' s previous 
remarks to Alex Johnson on desirability of enlarging Danang perimeter. 
I also referred to increased Navy surveillance program and the additional 
equipment for popular forces which has been approved. 

With respect to the manpower gap, Quat said that he had asked Thieu 
urgently to study this problem with senior officers, particularly 
with respect to more effective "political mobilization" throughout the 
country. In passing, he said that he felt that the regional and popular 
force figures on those present for chty were padded, and he very much 
felt that this needed looking into. He also felt that a more aggressive 
spirit was much needed among many of the officers of the Army of 
the Republic of Vietnam, and that morale in the army could be improved 
by better administration of present provisions for troop welfare, veterans' 
benefits, etc. I gather that he has been discussing all these matters with Thieu. 

He was entirely receptive to the addition of Marine deployments in the 
Danang area, but wanted to discuss the matter with Thieu and Minh before 
giving us . a final answer or authorizing Westmoreland to undertake discussions 
at the military level. With respec t to these forces, as well as possible 

EC 
SECRET 

Authoricy_7J __ Lrf11-------------
By t4</.~, 



SEGRE"T (SAIGON 3248) -2-

addition of third-country forces, he said that he was receptive and 
entirely understood and accepted our rationale, but that he has a 
political problem of public presentation which required careful handling. 
He indicated that this involves what he termed a strongly nationalistic 
minority who could be expected to oppose the introduction of foreign 
combat forces. 

In discussing naval surveillance in the Gulf of Siam, he said he was 
anxious to find some way of improving relations with Cambodia, and 
referred to a proposal that he had made, when Foreign Minister in Khanh' s 
government, for the establishment of a "no man's land" or "free zone" 
some five kilometers in depth on the Vietnamese side of the border from 
which all friendly Vietnamese population would be removed. He said 
the numbers would not be very large. In the zone all civilians could be 
assumed to be hostile and subject to military or police action. 

I also referred in broad terms to our plans for the construction of a 
new chancery, the "41 points" and the Rowan program on public information. 
On the "41 points, " I sought to obtain from him the designation of a contact 
point within the government. After some "thinking aloud" on the role of 
Tuyen, he finally came around to say that at this stage he wanted to handle 
it himself and that Killen and I should bring the matter to him. 

In referring to our needs for office space here, particularly that of 
MACV, he said that he was considering the formation of a government 
enterprise which would build (garbled) so that at such time as we no 
longer had need of the space, the government would be in possession 
of some better buildings. I indicated our willingness to explore this 
with him further. In response to my request, he agreed to look into 
the matter of trying to bring about a defector from the National Liberation 
Front who could be surfaced. 

With respect to the Washington Embassy, he said they were considering 
Vu Van Thai as a replacement for Khiem and that they had a good man 
selected for Tokyo. 

TAYLOR 

.-SECRET 
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1 -S~ ~c·1 At'it.t'10ASSY SAIGQ;\l. 1965 APR 7 AM 12 58 .. 
1 O 1"CJ2'1te~=.1.1 l Alt.. WASHDC p R I O RI Ty . . ii 

::1fo IMFO RUHLHQ/CINCPAC , ... , .· ." · · ··} 
ST ATE GRNC · · · '~ · .= ._ : _ _ .~ ~-,: .: ~ -_. ~-1 .. 
~T t:" ~ ? .~ · ~ACTION PRIORITY D.EPf h24·8,.~~;o PR'rOR.ITY CINcPAc 1932 ".~:::r-: . ~. 
--~::::·~::JZ> FR011 SAIGON AP~I!- .1, 10A'.·1 . _. .. . .. :.· ...... ~ :·: .. .. :_: •. :· .. -: .. ~(:\ J\ . 

. . T_QGE:THEr?°_. ~n'ITH ALEX JOH~JSON, I.SAW\ ALONE AFTE.RNOON APRIL 6 · · : • . ~~ :~:. <.-!t 
AND BRIEFL y REVIEWED WITH HIM NATTERS ARISING our OF MY WASHINGTON •.. . ·-J 

· VISIT. AT OUT.SET, . I STRONGLY STRESSE:D WASHINGTON VIEW THAT--NO ·. · - ~ :; .:~1 · 
f..MOUNT OF Bo:~·8ARDME~1T OF ORV- IS GOI~!G TO CONVINCE: HANOI TO CALL. OFF ~--<~- : i-

iTS j\CT ION DOWN HERE WIT.HOITT REAL ffiOGRESS IN SVN AGAINST VC. HANOI· -_ . - ~·: .•· ~ ! 
NUST BE. CG.\JV INCED THAT v·c c AN~JOT. w IN HE~E. T Hus· OUR STRATEGY IN '1965 . . -~i 
CALLS FOR. A BALANCED PROGRAM AS BETWEEN ACf ION AGAINST ORV AND IN- .. ... : ~ ~r 

, COUNTRY · ACT ION. I ENTIRELY AGREED. . . . ~· ~ ... ~j 

\ . . . . .. ' ~~1 
. ·o:. .. .. > : .... :_ .. ~: ::~ ·: . -1, 

. . ~ - . . ' ,, .· " ·. ' . 

~i~~ :.E~~~w R~{{M0 iH~NgE;, 1 I \Arn THAT WE 'PL~NNE~ TO ·~aNrrN"uE ·.' .. _.:, •. . :f ~~J 
ALmJG PRESENT _LY ·PROJECTED LINES.WITHOl.ff RADICAL CHANGE EITHER , UP ·aR,_ . -:~: ·:1-
~m!N. \. . AGR.EED. . ·· · , . · ·:. : · · ': {,:·~:\i.:: ~l 
I 'THEN OUTLINED OUR VIEW OF . THE MANPOWER G~P, SHOWING\ A CHART :· .. · .· · 

. INDICATING · THAT,·· IF VC STRENGTH NAINTAINS PRESENT "UPWARD TREND AND GVN .. 
ACCCl'! PL ISHED PRESE~ITL y _PROJECTED FOR CE GOALS, RAT IO OF STRENGTH WILL" :. - '.~·: ; · _ 
BE EVEN LESS· FAV0::1 ABLE. AT ""END OF YEAR. I THEN OUTLINED. WASHINGTON ; ··. ~ -: .·· .. < :· : 
DISCUSSIONS AND DECISIONS .. INCLUDING 21 POINT . GENERAL ··JOHNSON PROGRAM~---~'{ < 
·t 0 IM Pf?OVE EFFECT. !VENESS .OF EXIST ING PROGRAMS, THE PROPOSED · ·· · -~·~: -~ .- ; >~ 
ADDITIONAL MARINE BATTALIONS; ·AND. THE RB-66 TASK FORCE. I . ALSO MEN-· ·:~· ·.":. .. ~; 

· T ImJ ED THE · POSSIBILITY OF ADD IT IONfl.L THIRD . COUNTRY CONTRIBUTIO~S, SUCH :- .· 
AS FRC\1 ·AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALl\ND AND KOREA. 1 TIED PROPOSED MARINE >:-: · ·.,.-= · _; 
DEPLOYMENTS TO'\ ... PREVIOUS REM.l\RKS TO ALEX JOHNSON ON DES!RA- I--~· · .. _.: . · . 

. BIL IT Y OF ENLARGING DAN ANG PER !METER. I ALSO REFERRED T 0 INCREASED ~-= -· - ~ ··. ~ ·.: 
NAVY SURVEILLANCE PROGRAM A!'JD THF..- ADDITIONAL .E.QUIFMENT FOR ·POPULC\R · .. > . ~ 
FOR CE S \J:H I CH }:IA 5 BEEN AP PR 0 VE D ~ . . . · · .. · . . . <. 

_ym1 RESPECT ro MANPmIBR GAP, I . s,'\ID THAT HE HAD ASKED ; · )~/~J ·>i 
(\Not a·: The original docwnent .in the file i· s a · 1· · · · -·--··----.--.-.,.....-··~-::=~ . ' .. . · . ... c 0 p 'Y 
typ~script of the same· ~able. ) · . .- · · . . ~ . ,: LBJ-. ~ LIBRt 

. ~- REPRODUCTION fROM THfS-ro?-Y-lS-......:--
~:'fii o e,CTF= PROHl91TED UNLESS "'UNClASS1flED .. · --:- SANITIZED · 

i1uT-i. ·~ /~ ,1..,u1on:/ ~~ t.-~3- , . · 
By_ • . jO.... ?~ 0 S/) ~ -j_D-?R' 
~. r.1... 1;), Date_§__-: I f1._ lt'; . 

·~ --1 
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URGENTLY TO sruDY THIS PROBLEM WITH SENIOR OFFICERS, PARTICULARLY . ~ I 
, .. ' 

WITH RESPECT TO MORE EFFECT IVE .. POL IT ICAL MOB IL IZ.l\T ION" THROUGHOUT 
COUNTRY~ IN PASSING, HE SAID THAT HE FELT TH.l\T THE REGIONAL AND · · · . ·: 
POPULAR" FORCE FIGURES ON THOSE PRESENT· FOR our y WERE PADDED A~m HE . ... ; ... . ": 
VERY. MUCH FELT THIS N2EDED LOOKING INTO. HE· ALSO FELT r1.{',4T A MORE · . _:;. 
AGGRE;SSI.VE SPIRIT WAS MUCH NEEDED AMONG MANY OF THE ARVN OFFICERS AND · - . ~ . - :~ · ) 
THAT MO~ALE"· IN THE ARMY COULD .. BE IMPROVED BY BETTER AD~lINISTRATION · ·~ 
OF. ?RESE:NT. PROV IS-IONS FOR TR 00?· WELFARE, VETER.ANS' BENEFITS, ETC. · ; 
I GATHER ·THAT. HE HAS BEEN D iSCUSSING ALL THESE l'1ATTERS "WITH j , --· 

. HE WAS ;ENTIREL ~. RECEPr ~VE TO THE ADD IT ION OF MARINE D~PLO'YM~Nrs IN. . . . -· 1 
THE DANANG AR°EA. ~trr WANTED TO DISCUSS t1 ATTER WITH 1 _ - -----~-- . • ·. ! , •. 

BEFORE G~V!NG US A FINAL .ANSWER. OR AUTHORIZING WESTMORELAND TO UNDER-: ~- · 1 
TAKE DISCU3$IONS AT MILIT.ARY LEVEL." WITH RESPECT TO THESE FORCES, . 
AS WC:LL 'AS POSSIBLE ADDITION THIRD COU~ffRY FCRCES, HE SAID THAT HE : ... . f, 
WAS RECEPTIVE .AND E~,JJIRELY UNDERSfOOD AND ACCEP!ED OUR RATION!\LE BUT; 
THAT HE- HA?. A POLITIC.t\L ffiOBLEM OF PU3LIC PRESENTATION WHICH REQUIRED . I I; 

CAREFUL HANDLING. HE INJICATED THAT THIS INVOLVES WHAT HE TE&-..!ED A .: ·· . :. ~.;1· 
STRONGLY ·N·AT IONALIST IC MINORITY WHO COULD .BE EXPECI'ED TO OPPOSE ·. ·:! i 
I~TR OD UCTION 0 F FOREIGN COM BAT FOR CE s. . . . ! I 

.IN DISCUSS.ING .NAVAL S~VEILLANCE IN THE GULF QF SIAM, HE SAID .. HE WAS -... . . -· I 
r.\ 

I .. 

. ' 

. : . 
- . . . 

. . . . . . : . . . . .. . . . 
. . . . ._. ' . .. . : 

• • • l 

P~GE Z1 ROi1JJI~ i1~ :P#J5 ? ? i T . ·-· ., .. 
ANXIOUS TO FIND SOME WAY OF. IM ffi av ING REL AT IO~S WITH CA~~BODIA AND ~ , .. : 
REFERRED" TO A PROPOSAL "THAT. HE HAD MADE\ . - -~ . I 

FOR THE ESfA8LISHMENT OF A ·.'N.O MAN·s LAND 0 OR ."FREE ZONE" SC'4E FIVE. :·_., ·. 
KILQ'lETERS IN DEPTH .ON THE VIETNAMESE SIDE OF THE BORDER FROM WH~CH . ~ .- \ ' ... 

. ALL FRIENDLY VIETNAMESE POPULATION WOULD BE .·REMOVED. HE SAID THE · · ·':· .· : · .; 
NUMBERS WOULD NOT SE VERY LARGE." IN THE ZONE ALL CIVILIANS COULD BE . -.. · · . . ; 
ASSUMED TO ·BE HOST ILE AND SUBJECf TO MIL IT ARY OR POL.ICE ACT ION. 

· .I ALSO REFERRED IN BROAD TER~1S TO OUR.·PLANS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A .. 
NEt.v CHANCERY, THE .. 41 .?0INTS ... AND THE ROWAN PROGRP:M ON PUBLIC INFOrt~A-. 
TION. ON THE "41 POINTS0

, I .SOUGHT TO OBTAIN FROM HIM THE DESIGNA- · .. 
TION OF .A CONTACT POINT· WITHIN THE GOVT. AFTER SOME- "THINKING ALOUD" . : 
ON THE ROLE OF \ . HE. FI NALL y CAME AROUND TO SAY THAT AT THIS. . . - ~·I I 
STAGE HE WANTED TO HANDLE IT HIMSELF AND THAT KILLEN AND I _ SHOULD /:<-·> . .. 1 

BR ING THE MATTER TO HIM. . . . . ·:··· - . ·: ; 

~"'1an1 1-----· ----ca~·~p y 
. ' _ LBJ LIBRA 

. ; ~, .. 
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IN REFERRING TO OUR NEEDS. FOR . OFFICE SPACE HERE,: PARrICULARlY\.·THAT 
.... . 

· OF Ml\C\/,. HS SATIJ TH~T H'S ,,,~5 C0NSIDE~I~JG THE FORMATIO"l".(#} . . ..... 
. tt Gr)VT .ENTER p~ rsr MHI ~H WOIJl..J) BUILD (,fl . 

S'1 T H~.T ·AT SIJCH TI :1F. f1 S tirE NO 
. L fl"!G~R H.~D N_£J:D OF' . TH~ SPACE, THE GOVT. W'1L1LD BE · IT\l POSSESSIO~J ·oF S0!1E · ; 

R;;:TrE:q BU_ILDI'!GS • . I INDICATED OU~ '.J!Ll. ING?\iESS TO EXPLqRE THIS WITH · ·~ 
· HU·-i FURTHE;R. . .. ·· ·. ·· 

\ . . ; 
\ 
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April 9, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

My own soundings on the House side (Morgan, Zablocki, Fountain) 
indicate that a $10-12 million CCC credit sale to the UAR for dollars on 
near commercial terms would be tolerable,, though a few Congressmen 
might naturally speak up anyway if the matter came out. Bundy has 
checked with Fulbright,, who's also on board. 

The only real concern was over timing. Morgan and Zablocki 
would prefer to risk no publicity,, especially during mark-up (they hope 
to finish next week), or even hopefully till the aid bill was passed (Morgan 
hopes before the end of April). However,, they realize that if a signal to 
Nasser is essential we can 1t wait too long. 

To both buy time and give a ' signal, we 1d suggest splitting the 
difference by merely asking the UAR privately now whether it's still 
interested in a CCC corn sale. If so, we could then argue about terms 
for a few weeks before putting out for bids (which is what could trigger 
the publicity). We would also have to tell UAR, however, that this did 
not mean the $37 million remainder of Title I wheat was out, but that 
we simply weren1t ready to decide this yet, especially while the aid bill 
was in process; this was in the UAR 1 s own interest as much as ours. 

There's not much point in minor gestures to keep Nasser quiet if 
Congress is going to pass another restrictive amendment aimed directly 
at him. This would only convince Nasser that Congress wouldn't let 
you sell him wheat even if you wanted to. The Senate side is in tolerable 
shape, since Fulbright1s committee settled on some innocuous wor ing 
proposed by Hartke (attached). But the House leaders are worried about 
people like Farbstein insisting on much tougher wording and offering it 
from the floor. To short-circuit this, Zablocki proposed that we urge 
Farbstein to introduce the Senate language in the House. He'd get the 
credit for what he would call a restrictive amendment, and we'd head 

/

off the Nasser-haters with innocuous language. We';re asking Zablocki 
and Morgan to try this out for size, but may need help in moving Farbstein. 
Mr. Weis!/ knows him well, I believe. 

DECL A32fr ED 

Authority .J.J ;_ J _,8~'1_--_! x....;;..=----­

By.~----· l'~ -'1 W.;; , Date 7 - 3/~/' 
Approve -----
Disapprove ----

--SE CftE '3!' --

R. W. Komer 



New Amenc:hnent to the Hartke Amenc:hnent that the Senate Committee 
Passed today {4 / 8/ 65) 

Add at the end thereof the following new paragraph: 

"It is the sense of the Congress that assistance under this or any other 

act to any foreign country which hereafter permits or fails to take adequate 

measures to prevent the damage or destruction by mob action of US property 

within such country should be terminated and should not be reswned until 

the President determines that appropriate measures have been taken by 

such country to prevent a recurrence thereofo 11 



April 7, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Western reply to Soviets 
on Berlin meeting 

L I attach for information the text of 
the ~N estern reply to Soviet protests on the 
Berlin meeting of the Bundestag. 

2.. The language is not pe.rfect, but that 
is the consequence of 4-Power coordination, and 
speed is more important than fighting over words 
in these matters. 

3. Nitpicks aside, the message is clear, 
firm, and even-tempered, and I think the State 
Department has done a good job of coordinating. 
Since it meets your guidance at lunch yesterday, 
George Ball and I have signed off on it and it is 
being delivered today. 

McG. B. 
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April I, 1965 

MEMORANDUM i'OR THE PJ\ESII>ENT 

SUBJECTa Anaouacemeo.t of your Speech foii, 4 p. m. tale Aftenooa . 

1 •u11••' that Oeorge aay 1omethlu1 Uk• th• following. , He laa• a 
copy of thi• memorandum and 'Will be waiting for JOlll' OK. 

"The Pre•ld•nt hu accepted- an inv1tatloQ from Preaident Miltoa 
Eisenho~•r to •peak at J'ohn• Hopklu• Uldvetaity oa W •daeaday 
evonln&• Tbe Prealdent plan• to dlac:u•• 'th• policy ot th• United 
State• toward Southeaai Aata." 

Georg• will al•o want to annouuce ln whatever way h• .... tu. that 
it wUl b• OQ live TV. and th• tim• which I think he will noot fo• l• • 
9 p.m • . 

lam 1endina a eliptly amended veralon of ·Dick Cioodwln'• aecoud 
draft through Jack Valenti to you. l r••lated a lot of th• State 
Department nitpick• and th• ohana•• I have prop0aed are only tho•• 
which aeemod to me a•nulnely important from '11• point of ·new of 
theiw lnt•naUoual impact. There will be Ume wD1111t ·an4 tomorir•w 
mo•nina to a•• it iD fblal lo wm .. Jldt •• yo" want. · .... 

Ma.a • 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 2, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I attach at Tab A the NSC Agenda. The one thing 
I have not put on it which you may want to emphasize 
at the end is that everyone should stay strictly with­
ing the guidance of your press conference yesterday. 

At Tab B is a short memorandum on your Southeast 
Asia regional development initiative and the next 
steps which are suggested. In reviewing this to the 
NSC I shall not mention Harriman 1s name~ so as to 
leave you a free hand. 

At Tab C is the attendance list. 

Jn Jr~ 
McG. B. 

SECRET ATTACHMENT 





THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HIN GTON 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

April 2, 1965 - 1 P. M. 

Situation in South Vietnam 

1. The diplomatic situation - - the Secretary of State 

2. Current military situation - - Secretary of Defense 

3. Additional non-military actions in Vietnam - - Secretary of State and 
Ambassador Taylor 

4. Initiatives for Southeast Asia Regional Development -- McGeorge Bundy 





T HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 1, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Southeast Asia Economic Development Planning 

I won't bore you with the long papers that have been worked up in staff 
sessions this week. Their essence is as follows: 

1. There is great advantage in continuing US leadership to get a regional 
Southeast Asia develop:ment operation going. 

2. For this purpose, we can well blow a second and so.mewhat louder blast 
enlarging the general proposition you set forth in your statement on Vietnam 
at the Cabinet meeting last week. 

3. We should not at this stage give a precise description of the form of 
the development organization or a co.m.mitment in dollar ter.ms. There are 
two disadvantages in such a course now: 

a. A long forward pass would probably be incomplete, 
if we do not line up some receivers down-field. This 
could make us look silly. 

b. Quite soon we will want to separate Southeast Asia 
develop:ment planning from the Vietna.mese crisis, in 
operating ter.ms. We want the real political effect of an 
effort for regional economic development, but we can get 
that effect better if we do not tie the two issues too tightly 
together. We do not want it thought that we are interested 
in economic development only because we are trying somehow 
to get out of our mess in Vietnam. The Marshall Plan was 
helpful in dealing with Soviet pressure on Europe, but it was 
not designed or presented to the Europeans in those terms. 

D . . ... SIFIED 
.0. 1235 , Sec. 3.4 
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These considerations lead us to suggest that we should use language like 
Goodwin's in your next state .ment on Vietnam. But right after that, we 
should separate the regional economic problem from the Vietnamese 
problem in day-to -day operations. 

We think we should try to get U Thant to pick up the ball and organize 
some Asian responses. We also think the project should be given to 
Harri.man to work on, both with U Thant and in relevant Asian capitals. 
This will give it visibility and standing be cause of his history as a 
Marshall Plan leader, his international prestige and his position as a 
liberal. 

Aftev·we get some Asian responses and perhaps the skeleton of a new 
Southeast Asia development organization, we should expect to consider 
a contingent US com.mitment like our Alliance for Progress commitments 
of four years ago. A scenario of this kind will allow plenty of time for 
Congressional consultation in advance of any such US pledge. 

These are the essential elements of a quite co .mplex and difficult enterprise. 
This plan has been reviewed with Tex Goldschmidt, as well as the bureaucrats, 
and it has his warm support. 

~1~ 
McG.B. 

---SE-6 R-E-T--





THE FOLLOWING HA VE BEEN INVITED TO ATTEND THE 
55lst NSC MEETING ON APRIL 2 ., 1965 AT 1:00 PM IN THE 
CABINET ROOM OF THE WHITE HOUSE 

The President, Presiding 

The Vice President of the United States (out of town) 

CIA 
John A. McCone, Director 

DEFENSE 

JCS 

OEP 

STATE 

Robert S. McNamara., Secretary 
Cyrus Vance, Deputy Secretary 
John T. McNaughton., Assistant Secretary (ISA) 

General Earle G. Wheeler, Chairman 

Buford Ellington, Director 

Dean Rusk., Secretary 
William P. Bundy, Assistant Secretary for Far Eastern Affairs 

TREASURY 
Henry H. Fowler ., Secretary 

AID William Gaud 

USIA 
Carl T. Rowan, Director 

WHITE HOUSE 
McGeorge Bundy 
Bill Moyers 
George Reedy 
Jack Valenti 
Douglass Cater 
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THE WHITE H OU SE 

WA SH I NGTON 

T€lP-SEGR:S~ April 1, 1965 

KEY ELEMENTS FOR DISCUSSION, THURSDAY, APRIL 1, at 5:30 PM 

1. The Situation 

Morale has improved in South Vietnam. The government has not really 
settled down, but seems to be hopeful both in its ·capacity and in its 
sense of political forces. The armed forces continue in reasonably 
good shape, though top leadership is not really effective and the ratio of 
armed forces to the VC buildup is not good enough. 

The situation in many areas of the countryside continues to go in favor 
of the VC, although there is now ~ temporary lull. The threat is 
particularly serious in the central provinces, and the VC forces may 
be regrouping for major efforts there in the near future. 

Hanoi has shown no signs of give, and Peiping has stiffened its position 
within the last week. We still believe that attacks near Hanoi might 
substantially raise the odds of Peiping corning in with air. Meanwhile, 
we expect Hanoi to continue and step up its infiltration both by land 
through Laos and by sea. There are clear indications of different 
viewpoints in Hanoi, Peiping, and Moscow (and even in the so-called 
Liberation Front), and continued sharp friction between Moscow and 
Peiping. However, neither such frictions nor the pres sure of our 
present slowly ascending pace of air attack on North Vietnam can be 
expected to produce a real change in Hanoi's position for some time, 
probably 2 - 3 months, at be st. 

A key question for Hanoi is whether they continue to make real headway 
in the south, or whether the conflict there starts to move against them 
or at least appear increasingly tough. If the former, even a major 
step-up in our air attacks would probably not cause them to become 
much more reasonable; if the latter, the situation might begin to move 
on a political track - - but again in not less than 2 - 3 months, in our 
pre sent judgment. 

TOP S:i:CR~T 
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TOP~EGRE'l' _2_ 

2. Immediate International Moves 

There a re two initiatives from third parties which require US decisions. 
U Thant has proposed a three-month period in which there would be 
"a te .mporary cessation of all hostile .military activity, whether overt 
or covert, across the 17th parallel in Vietna.m." The 17 "neutrals" 
which .met in Belgrade have proposed negotiations "without pre­
conditions. " 

We think the U Thant proposal should be turned off. {Bunche tells 
us U Thant will not float it publicly if we reject it privately). It is 
not clear that the trade-off would be to our advantage, even if it could 
be arranged, and in any case, we prefer to use U Thant for private 
feelers rather than public proposals. We can tell U Thant that we have 
no objection on his sounding out Hanoi on this sa·me point, however, 
and that if he gets a response, we would be glad to comment on it. 

The 17 nation proposal is ·.more attractive. We are inclined to propose 
to Quat that both South Vietnam and the US should accept it with a 
covering statement of our good, firm, clear objectives in any such 
negotiation. The President has already :made it clear that he will go 
anywhere to talk with anyone, and we think the 17 nation proposal is 
one to which we can make a pretty clear response. Tactically, it 
will probably not lead to any early conference, because the position 
of Hanoi and Peking will be that they will not attend any meeting until 
our bombings stop. The Secretary of State will elaborate on these 
propositions. 

3. More General Political Posture 

The .more general political question, which still needs refinement, is 
the order and content of the eventual tradeoff. We have three cards of 
so.me value: our bombing of North Vietnam, our military presence in 
South Vietnam, and the political and econo.mic carrots that can be 
offered to Hanoi. We want to trade these cards for just as ·much as 
possible of the following: an end to infiltration of men and supplies, 
an end of Hanoi's direction, control, and encouragement of the Viet 
Cong, a re .moval of cadres under direct Hanoi contro 1, and a dissolution 
of the organized Viet Cong military and political forces. We do not need 
to decide today just how we wish to mesh our high cards against 
Co.m ·munist concessions. But we will need to be in such a position soon, 
if only to exchange views with Quat. On this .more general point, we 

believe more exploratory conversation with the President is needed 
today. 

-TOP SECRET 
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4. Actions within South Vietnam 

It remains crucial that the South Vietnamese and we put every possible 
useful resource into the effort in the South. Specifically, the promising 
elements of the following programs should be carried out energetically in 
accordance with appropriate priorities: 

a. The 41-point program of non-military measures. (A separate 
fir st status report on these me a sure s has been prepared. ) The Mission, 
as well as all agencies in Washington, should develop additional points, 
and a major US program for the supply and distribution of food should be 
urgently considered. Mr. McCone 's twelve suggestions for covert and 
other actions should be explored urgently. 

b. The Rowan recommendations, with USIA in charge. 

c. The 21-point Johnson program of military actions, expanded to include 
every possible measure and effective use of US resources against sea infiltration. 

d. An 18, 000 - 20, 000 man increase in US military support forces to 
fill out existing units and supply needed logistic personnel. 

e. The GVN manpower increase programs, using increased pay scales 
or any other inducement regardless of monetary cost. 

5. US and Third Country Combat Forces in South Vietnam 

In view of the inadequate ratio of government forces to the likely pace of 
VC buildup during 1965, consideration has been given to (and the JCS would 
recommend) the addition of 2 or 3 division forces to take on limited missions, 
to release government forces for wider use, and to deter large scale DRV 
attacks on South Vietnam. Deployment of the forces would proceed in a 
series of steps, the first of which would require sixty days and would involve 
the deployment of 2 additional Marine battalions, one Marine air squadron, 
and the logistical forces referred to ind above. 

Because the reaction of the GVN and the South Vietnamese people to any major 
US combat deployment is uncertain, as is the likely net effectiveness of US 
and third country combat forces in the Vietnamese environment, the Sec­
retary of State and the Secretary of Defense recommend that action at this 
time be limited to approval of the first step. The second and remaining steps 
could be reviewed approximately 60 days from now. 

TOP SE£RE.T 
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Major third country participation would be a big as set to the program. 
We may get some small Australian and New Zealand participation, with 
staff talks going on this week. However, major forces could come only 
from South Korea. The Secretary of Defense thinks we should seek 
deployment of Korean "offensive enclave/mobile combat reserve" forces 
(in the form of a 3500-man regimental combat team) concurrently with 
deployment of additional US Marines. The Secretary of State points out 
that the political situation in Korea is touchy, but he believes that we can 
quietly explore with the Korean Government the possibility of bringing in 
Korean combat troops on a quiet basis to reinforce and support the 2, 000 
Koreans now in South Vietnam. 

We should defer any decision on any larger-scale program. However, 
detailed plans should be made for the logistics to support the possible 
later introduction of the remainder of the Marine Expeditionary Force 
( 30, 000 additional Marines), a US Army Division ( 30, 000 men, including 
logistics), a possible Korean force bringing their total to a division, and 
at least one Commonwealth Brigade. 

6. Actions Against North Vietnam and in Laos 

We should continue roughly the present slowly ascending tempo of 
Rolling Thunder operations, being prepared to add strikes in response 
to a higher rate of VC operations, or conceivably to slow the pace in the 
unlikely event VC action slacked off sharply for what appeared to be more 
than a temporary operational lull. 

The target systems should continue to avoid the effective GCI range of 
MIGs. We should continue to vary the types of targets, stepping up 
attacks on lines of communication in the near future, and possibly moving 
in a few weeks, to attacks on the rail lines north and northeast of Hanoi. 

Leaflet operations with warning and propaganda themes should be initiated 
to add to the psychological effect on the North Vietnamese population. 

Blockade or aerial mining of North Vietnamese ports need further study 
and should be considered for future operations. It would have major 
political complications, especially in relation to the Soviets and certain 
third countries, but also offers many advantages. 

Air operation in Laos, particularly route blocking operations in the 
Panhandle area, should be stepped up to the maximum remunerative rate. 
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7. A Regional Economic Initiative 

If there is time, Mr. McGeorge Bundy will present briefly the current 
results of further steps on the President's Point 5 of last week. 

SFOP a:i:CBE'I 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April l, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

H you have a chance to read this memorandum 
before our meeting today, I think it will save 
time. I have deliberately put the political prob­
lems up near the front because they are the harder 
ones. The military .and non-military action pro­
grams summarized in later parts of the memo 
do not seem as controversial or difficult today. 

P,J.~ 
McG. B. 

TOP SECRET ATTACHMENT 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

'I,OP ili:CHT April 1, 1965 

KEY ELEMENTS FOR DISCUSSION, THURSDAY, APRIL 1, at 5:30 PM . 

1. The Si tu a ti on 

Morale has improved in South Vietnam. The government has not really 
settled down, but seems .to be hopeful both in its ·capacity and in its 
sense of political forces. The armed forces continue in reasonably 
good shape, though top leadership is not really effective and the ratio of 
armed forces to the VC buildup is not good enough. 

The situation in many areas of the countryside continues to go in favor 
of the VC, although there is now a temporary lull. The threat is 
particularly serious in the central provinces, and the VC forces may 
be regrouping for major efforts there in the near future. 

Hanoi has shown no signs of give, and Peiping has stiffened its position 
within the last week. We still believe that attacks near Hanoi might 
substantially raise the odds of Peipirig coming in with air. Meanwhile, 
we expect Hanoi to continue and step up its infiltration both by land 
through Laos and by sea. There are clear indications of different 
viewpoints in Hanoi, Peiping, and Moscow (and even in the so-called 
Liberation Front), and continued sharp friction between Moscow and · 
Peiping. However, neither such frictions nor the pressure of our 
present slowly ascending pace of air attack on North Vietnam can be 
expected to produce a real change in Hanoi's position for some time, 
probably 2 - 3 months, at be st. 

A key question for Hanoi is whether they continue to make real headway . 
in the south, or whether the conflict there starts to move against them 
or at least appear increasingly. tough. If the former, even a major 
step-up in our air attacks would probably not cause them to become 
much more reasonable; · if the · latter, the situation ·might begin to move 
on a political track .... but again in not less . than 2 -~ ··3 .~onths, . in our . : >· 
present judgment. · -i· · ... ; • ~ , ".'·:'.' •• :_.··: 
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2. Immediate International Moves 

There are two initiatives from third parties which require US decisions. 
U Thant has proposed a three-month period in which there would be 
"a temporary cessation of all hostile military activity, whether overt 
or covert, across the 17th parallel in Vietna·m." The 17 "neutrals" 
which met in Belgrade have proposed negotiations "without pre­
conditions." 

We think the U Thant proposal should be turned off. {Bunche tells 
us U Thant will not float it publicly if we reject it privately). It is 
not clear that the trade-off would be to our advantage, even if it could 
be arranged, and in any case, we prefer to use u· Thant for private 
feelers rather than public proposals. We can tell U Thant that we have 
no objection on his sounding out Hanoi on this same point, however, 
and that if he gets a response, we would be glad to comment on it. 

The 17 nation proposal is more attractive. We are inclined to propose 
to Quat that both South Vietnam and the US should accept it with a 
covering statement of our good, firm, clear objectives in any such 
negotiation. The President has already made it clear that he will go 
anywhere to talk with anyone, and we think the 17 nation proposal is 
one to which we can make a pretty clear response. Tactically, it 
will probably not lead to any early conference, because the position 
of Hanoi and Peking will be that they will not attend any meeting until 
our bombings stop. The Secretary of State will elaborate on these 
propositions. 

3. More General Political Posture 

The more general political question, which still needs refinement, is 
the order and content of the eventual tradeoff. We have three cards of 
some value: our bombing of North Vietnam, our ntllitary presence in 
South Vietnam, and the political and econo·mic carrots that can be 
offered to Hanoi. We want to trade these cards for just as much as 
possible of the following: an end to infiltration of men and supplies, 
an end of Hanoi's direction, control, and encouragement of the Viet 
Cong, a removal of cadres under direct Hanoi contro 1, and a dissolution 
of the organized Viet Cong military and political for .ces. We do not need 
to decide today just how we wish to mesh our high cards against 
Communist concessions. But we will need to be in such a position soon, 
if only to exchange views with Quat. On this more general point, we 

believe more exploratory conversation · with the President is needed 
today. 

TOPSECRM 
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4. Actions within South Vietnam 

It remains crucial that the South Vietnamese and we put every possible 
useful resource into the effort in the South. Specifically, the promising 
elements of the following programs should be carried out energetically in 
accordance with appropriate priorities: 

a. The 41-point program of non-military measures.: (A separate 
first status report on these measures has been prepared.) The Mission, 
as well as all agencies in Washington, should develop additional points, 
and a major US program for the supply and dis~ribution of food should be 
urgently considered. Mr. McCone 's twelve suggestions for covert and 
other actions should be explored urgently. 

b. The Rowan recommendations, with USIA in charge. 

c. The 21-point Johnson program of military actions, expanded to include 
every possible measure and effective use of US resources against sea infiltration. 

d. An 18, 000 - 20, 000 man increase in US military support forces to 
fill out existing units and supply needed logistic personnel. 

e. The GVN manpower increase programs, using increased pay scales 
or any other inducement regardless of monetary cost. 

5. US and Third Country Combat Forces in South Vietnam 

In view of the inadequate ratio of government forces to the likely pace of 
VG buildup during 1965, consideration has been given to (and the JCS would 
recommend) the addition of 2 or 3 division forces to take on limited missions, 
to release government for~es for wider use, and to deter large scale DRV 
attacks on South Vietnam. Deployment of the forces would proceed in a 
series of steps, the first of which would require sixty days and would involve 
the deployment of 2 additional Marine battalions, one Marine air squadron, 
and the logistical forces referred to ind above. 

,. 
Because the reaction of the GVN and the South Vietnamese people to any majoi: · · 
US combat deployment is uncertain, as is the likely net effectiveness of US 
and third country combat forces in the Vietnamese environment, _the Sec-
retary of State and the Secretary of Defense recommend that action at this 
time be limited to approval of the first step. The second and remaining steps 
could be reviewed approximately 60 days from now. 

'fOP SECH'I 

,. 
i 
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Major third country participation would be a big as set' to the program. 
We may get some small Australian and New Zealand participation, with 
staff talks going on this week. However, major forces could come only 
from South Korea. The Secretary of Defense thinks we should seek 
deployment of Korean "offensive enclave/mobile combat reserve" forces 
(in the form of a 3500-man regimental combat team) concurrently with 
deployment of additional US Marines. The Secretary of State points out 
that the political situation in Korea is touchy, but he believes that we can 
quietly explore with the Korean Government the possibility of bringing in 
Korean combat troops on a quiet basis to reinforce and. support· the Z, 000 
Koreans now in South Vietnam. 

We should defer any decision on any l~rger-scale program. However, 
detailed plans should be made for the logistics to support the possible 
later introduction of the remainder of the Marine Expeditionary Force 
(30, 000 additional Marines), a US Army Division . (30, 000 men, including 
logistics), a possible Korean fotce bringing their total to a division, and 
at least one Commonwealth Brigade. 

6. Actions Against North Vietnam and in Laos 

We should continue roughly the present slowly ascending tempo of 
Rolling Thunder operations, being prepared to add strikes in response 
to a higher rate of VC operations, or conceivably to sl?w the pace in the 
unlikely event VC action slacked off sharply for what appeared to be more 
than a temporary operational lull. · 

The target systems should continue to avoid the effective GCI range of 
MIGs. We should continue to vary the types of targets, stepping up 
attacks on lines of communication in the near future, and possibly moving 
in a few weeks, to attacks on the rail lines north and northeast of Hanoi. 

Leaflet operations with warning and propaganda. themes should be initiated 
to add to the psychological effect on the North Vietnamese population. 

Blockade or aerial mining of North Vietnamese ports need further study 
and should be considered for future .operations. It would .have major 
political complications, especially in 'relation to the Soviets and certain 
third count_ries, but also ·offers many advantages. 

Air operation· in ·Laos, particularly r.oute blocking operations in the . 
Panhandle area, should be stepped up, to the maximum re'munerative rate. 

~ 

t t '\_, ifi. w .. ¥ 4~: 4#44« ~« s; e,z. z:;:u;a .+ a :sc; :a ;. »t ; w 

• 

I ,. 
! 

t:·.· 
t· . 

f. 

! 
I 

t 

.·. 
~ 



' ' 

" 

fe'OP SECKET -5- (4/ 1/ 65) 

7. A Regional Economic Initiative 

If there is time, Mr. McGeorge Bundy will present briefly the current 
results of further steps on the President'~ Point 5 of last week. 
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MEMOMNDUM FOR THE PaESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Willy Brandt'• Vlalt 

I hate to come back at JOU oa Brandt, and of couree lf your dec:lalon la 
final, 1 wlll carry it out a1 beat l can. But I think my fira& memo p\it 
the case badly. 

It la true that ibere ts uo pai-tbndar plu.s to aeelng Brandt. But there is 
a blg mlnv.a la.!2,! soelns bim. U you do uot recelve him, th• headlines 
will be much Yf"Or•e tba'G -tbe one• we got over Humphrey and the _ 
Churchill funeral. Mayors of Berllu bav• been welcomo lu the White 
House for 15 year•, and the political reporters and diplomata would Jump 
on thl• omlaaloo in the moet violent way; They would find in. it mo re 
evidence of_ US 0wlthdrawal1~ from Jru.-ope. They \YOuld probably accuse 
ua of crude intervention ln a German polltlc:al campaign. They would 
certainly aay we were feedlug de Gaulle'• firea. Because of Brandt's 
p~o-US record. they would say that the US now baa a policy of •nubblng 
lta beat friends. It just doean't aeem wo.rth lt to me. 

Moreover. tho rlsk8 111 thla one are very low. Brandt l• tactically a very 
smart poUU.dan and has uover embarraa•ed any Presideat, ao far as 1 
know. Aud because of hi• •peclal posltlon, he genuinely Ct'eatea no 
precedent. 

As 1 aay, I hate to come back on tbla. and l would be glad to hav' my 
judgment reviewed by anyone you cboo••· I thiak the advice would be 
unanimoua. 

The meeting need take only 15 xnlo.utea. It la the fact and the photogtai>b• 
not the length, that count. \ViU you chock your decision on thta a.ppeal? 

Yea on Brandt J ---...---
Still no ou .Brandt ---- McG.B. 
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OFE:'ICIAL USE ONLY THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 30, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. VALENTI 

SUBJECT: Appointment With the President -
Willy Brandt and Fritz Erler 

( 

1. Attached is a memorandum from Secretary Rusk 
recommending that the President see Brandt and Erler 
together either on April 13 or 14. Among other things, 
Secretary Rusk notes (a) that Brandt, head of the SPD 
and Mayor of Berlin, is a candidate for Chancellor in the 
September elections, (b) that he is leading in the latest 
polls, and (c) that we wish to give Brandt a reception 
which recognizes his importance a~d assures that he is 
treated in the same fashion as CDU leaders of comparable 
stature. 

2. I think it most important that the President see Brandt, 
~ 

especially since his opponent, Erhard, is almost certain 
to meet with the President in Washington sometime between 
now and German election time. 

3. Seeing Brandt does not pin the President to seeing anyone 
else, like a French or Spanish Foreign Minister. There is only 
one Governing Mayor of fn<.J. fl. 
Berlin. McGeorge Bundy 

~~t{.,f,to 
I . 

~ 
Yes A,.., f}y...-)r vJ 
No ~ f\ 

r"'rft-- tr 
~· t\) 
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

March 29, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Request for Appointments with Willy Brandt 
and Fritz Erler 

Recommendation: 

I recommend that you see Governing Mayor Willy Brandt 
and SPD Deputy Chairman Fritz Erler together either on April 13 
or 14. 

Approve_~-~- Disapprove -----
Discussion: 

Willy Brandt, Governing :tv.r.ayor of Berlin, German 
Socialist Party (SPD) Chairman and Chancellor-candidate in the 
September 19 6 5 elections will be in Washington April 13-15. He 
will be accompanied by Fritz Erler, SPD Deputy Chairman and 
SPD floor leader in the Bundestag. When Brandt was here one 
year ago, you saw him privately and hosted a lunch for bim. You 
received Erler at the Capitol while you were Vice President. 

This visit has special importance to Brandt because of 
the Bundestag elections scheduled for next September. Since this 
is a sensitive political year for Germany, we wish to give Brandt 
a reception which recognizes bis importance and at the same time 
assures that he is treated in the same fashion as Christian 
Democratic (CDU) leaders of comparable stature. 

In connection with the forthcoming elections the most 
recent polls in Germany, taken in February, show the SPD leading 
the CDU with 34% to 31%. This is a change from previous polls 
which showed the two parties even at about 34% each. 
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I plan to see both Brandt and Erler. Unfortnnately 
previous plans preclude my giving Brandt a lunch during his 
visit, but I am thinking of asking Under Secretary Ball or the 
Vice President to host a lunch. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April l, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Southeast Asia Economic Development Planning 

I won't bore you with the long papers that have been worked up in staff 
sessions this week. Their essence is as follows: 

1. There is great advantage in continuing US leadership to get a regional 
Southeast Asia development operation going. 

2. For this purpose, we can well blow a second and somewhat louder blast 
enlarging the general proposition you set forth in your statement on Vietnam 
at the Cabinet meeting last week. 

3. We should not at this stage give a precise description of the form of 
the development organization or a commitment in dollar terms. There are 
two disadvantages in such a course now: 

a. A long forward pass would probably be incomplete, 
_if we do not line up some receivers down-field. This 
could make us look silly. 

b. Quite soon we will want to separate Southeast Asia 
development planning from the Vietnamese crisis, in 
operating terms. We want the real political effect of an 
effort for regional economic development, but we can get 
that effect better if we do not tie the two issues too tightly 
together. We do not want it thought that we are interested 
in economic development only because we are trying somehow 
to get out of our mess in Vie.tnam. The Marshall Plan was 
helpful in dealing with Soviet pressure on Europe, but it was 
not designed or presented to the Europeans in those terms. 
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These considerations lead us to suggest that we should use language like 
Goodwin's in your next statement on Vietna·m. But right after that, we 
should separate the regional economic pro ble-m fro·m the Vietnamese 
problem in day-to -day operations. 

We think we should try to get U Thant to pick up the ball and organize 
some Asian responses. We also think the project should be given to 
Harriman to work on, both with U Thant and in relevant Asian capitals. 
This will give it visibility and standing be cause of his history as a 
Marshall Plan leader, his international prestige and his position as a 
liberal. 

Afte1:1·we get some Asian responses and perhaps the skeleton of a new 
Southeast Asia develop·ment organization, we should expect to consider 
a contingent US commitment like our Alliance for Progress commitments 
of four years ago. A scenario of this kind will allow plenty of time for 
Congressional consultation in advance of any such US pledge. 

These are the essential elements of a quite co·rnplex and difficult enterprise. 
This plan has been reviewed with Tex Goldschmidt, as well as the bureaucrats, 
and it has his warm support. 

~ ~I cf. I~· 
~ 
McG. B. 

S.ECRET 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 1, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

At Tab A is a memorandum from Dean Acheson 
on European policy which grew out of his earlier 
letter to you and a luncheon be tween him and me. 
The memorandum is rather diffuse and really 
does not get to the hard questions. 

Since you and I last talked, there have been 
further developments in the framing of our 
European policy. George Ball has set up a work­
ing group under John Ferguson, and I myself 
think this is a good step forward. I now plan to put 
Acheson in touch with the Ferguson grrup,, and I 
believe that we will get some hard new thinking 
over the next weeks. 

At Tab B is a short note to Acheson for your 
signature. 

McG. B. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 1, 1965 

Dear Dean: 

I have read your memorandum with the greatest 
interest, and I will be talking about it with Dean 
Rusk and Bob McNamara. I have also asked 
Mac Bundy to make sure that these thoughts are 
fully weighed in .. the interdepartmental study 
which George Ball is organizing. 

This brings my warmest thanks for your help. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Dean Acheson 
Union Trust Building 
Washington, D. C. 

• 

' 



March 31, 1965. 

Part Ones Analyst& of the l'aets; 
Understanding of the Problems 

Befo1•e taokling any problem, one mu,st first under­

stand 1t1 and decide what one wa,nts to do and can do 

about 'it. Then, and only then,, is it useful to think 

about what to do, how to do it, and what to say about 

1t ~ At the ve.ry beginning ot everything comes getting 

the tacts straight. 

We need to get the tacts straight about the politi­

cal trends within 1ndiv1dual European coun.trtes,. and 

how tbe7 are artected by U.S. policy and other· external 

events. 

We also need to get the .fa,cte straight about Europe 

as a 1'fhole .. 

Everyone agrees that today Europe le d'1fterent 

from Bu.rope twenty years ago, or even fifteen years 

ago. B'1t different in wha,t way? Upon the answer de­

penda whether and how we should change what we have 

been doing. 
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Has Europe changed, as some say, from postwar weak­

ness and dependence upon the United Statea to strength 

and a position of independence or the United States? 

Europe is certainly prosperous, even rioh. 

Equally certainly, it is not militarily strong or 

politically strong. Alone, it is weak, in the sense 

that it has neither a will nor the power to impose it. 

Strong evidence points, in most cases, to a recent de­

cline in the coherence of the individual states1 to 

the conclusion that reemerging nationalism is a dis­

integrating, not a strengthening, factor in each and 

in the whole; and to the taot that in all countries 

attachment to European unity and the American alliance 

remains very deep. 

In short, there has been ohange1 but the nature 

or the change requires cr1t1oal analysis. Has the 

change been such as to cause an alteration or the 

psychological attitude or our friends towards their 

situation, themselves, and towards us? Or has there 

been an alteration in the underlying realities? 

Either conclue1on may well call for changes in policy; 

but one may well call ·ror very different changes from 

the other. · 
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Analy$1s would also play its pert in what we want 

to do and can do on spec.itic problem.a. These would 'be 

treated in succeeding parts ot the study, outlined 

below. 

Part Two: The Central Political Problem, 
Central Europe and Germany. 

The problem lett wireaolved by the war, too tough 

tor soldiers and etate .. smen alike, ie that or the East• 

ern European countries and a divided Germany. No one 

1n the West, inoluding the Germans, has ever dealt with 

this tranlcly, seriously, or apart from oratory. In 

Germany the sham 1s recognized. 

In developing agreement, logto would seem to coun­

sel that we first get clear o.n what we think is dea1rable 

and possible. 

An agenda or the topics for analysis and eonelus1on 

should include i the reeponaibility to·r decision and move­

ment; the relation or various types ot power, economic, 

military, and ·political, to the political question; the 

poe1t1ona of East Germany, the Eaetern countr1ee, and 

the USSR to the problem, and means or arteettng them; 

1nter-a.111e·d problems; the need tor de.etalon and action. 
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Part Three: Pinanoial and Boonom1c Problems 

The State Department and the Treasury Department 

are at last equipped to work and to work together on 

foreign eoonomio policy -- particularly monetary and 

trade policy. In both cases RS?l1.t1cal understanding 

should dominate policy, rather than technical or 
11 experttt opinion. 

Narrow and timid :att1tUde.s can and will destroy 

both the expansion, essential to the Great Society a~ 

home, and the hopes of shift from foreign aid to 

.foreign trade 1n Western policies toward t .he developing 

countries. No a.mount or foreign a1d could make up to 

these countries for the contraction in their economic 

opportunities which adoption ot the wrong monetary and 

tariff pol1o1es would b:r1ng. 

Secretary Fowler understands the imperatives of · 

the time. Under Secretaries Ball and Mann are the most 

experienced and vigorous economic leaders the State 

Department has had G.1nee Will Olayton. Th.e time has 

come -- in fact, hae brought tbe la.at clear chance ·­

to act. 

Action means measures to provid~ increased l1Qu1d-­

i ty, to work toward expanded 1nternat1onal monetary 
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reserves. It means to get on with drastic revision of 

industrial taritf sobedules proposed in the Kennedy 

Round of negot1at1one .. . It means to move toward a com• 

mon agricultural policy for -·1ndustr1a1·1zed, temperate 

zone countries. 

This study ot economic policy should foous both 

on what we want to accomplish over the longer term in 

these respects, and on the specitie et.eps that <Man now 

be ta.k.en to tne;e endrt. 

Pa.rt Four: . Politieo-M111tary Pol1~y •. 

u.s. policy regarding the defense of Europe was 

reviewed. in March, 1961.. (See NSC Paper on nus folicy 

Toward NATO and. the Atlantic Nat1ons,u dated April., 196i.) 

The time is at hand for a review or some or the 

issues treated in this paper: tbe tr.s. position regard­

ing NATO strategy; the kinds _or force re.quired to carry 

out that strategy; and the means ot inter-allied re&pon­

s1bil1ty and part1o1pat1on in the planning, operat1on, 

and eontrol or nuclear. antt·other weapons. 

This part ot the study shoul.d be baaed upon a 
realistic apprec1at1tm .that. military measures grow 

out or political conflicts a.nd are inseparable from 
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political .. policies ot the a.liies and methods .tor agree-
.. - . ~ . . ,;. ~ -

1ng upon or harmonizing · them • . Like the· section on 
.. ... ... 

monetary _ policy, tt. s~uld - deal w!th both' ~ong-term and 

short~te~ .-ateps to a.ehieve our purpesea. ·· 
- . . 

··'This U_ .. S. review is · urgent ·. The e~1St1ns stale• 

mate in NATO ahould· -be broken and . a way found t~ . resume 
., 

movement. 

Part P1ve: Political Organization 

The business before us is not ·· only to accomplish 

specific tasicss 1n· Cent~l Europe, ·1n the financtal 

and ·economic field, and in pol1t1c-o~id,11tary policy • 
.. 

It is a;iao .to ahape pol1tioal _relat1ons among t}1e 

Atlantic coun.tr1e8 1n ways wh1oh w1ll .--ke· it easier to -
- • - • 7 • - - • 

address. _these taskB, and others,- as they a·r1se., For 

~tance, we v111, in ·the l~~ run~ w1a11 ·· to _see Europe 

play a larger role in th~ development of undevsloped 

areas. 

Pol1t1oal consul tat ion s,hould be~ ·the m•ans or 
ach.1e:v1ns ·common actio~. What. changes in present . 

Atla.ntio practices and procedures wou.ld make consul ..... 

tat1on more ef'teotive? 
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The ultimate method lies in the European countriest 

detreloping common 1nat1tut1cna,, · 11ke Hallste1n's Commi,s­

s1on~ with power to -negotiate and eventually to. decide. 

What _can we do to encourage this.? _ What o~ngea in 

Atlantic 1nst1tutiona will then be needed? 

In tne meantime .. how .:anould a Eu~?pean entity 

whioh .· 111 moving toward unity, but not fully integrated., 

'be titted into the framework ·ot Atlantic 1nst1tuticns? · 

Snould we look toward ~ mol'e powerful central intit1tut1ons - . 

in NATO? · Some suggestions toward this end were m.a,ete in . 

1961 -- a Detens_~~ Miniete~, and a· standing group -or Wil:le 

Men~ T~ese suggest~ons .- sbouid be reviewed. New ones 

should be canvassed ... . 

How does Prance under de 0$ulle f'it . i.n.to all · or 

this? _. can-· a ·place be found tor her irt "· new NATO 11r!'S~e­

menta, t(ith~ut retarding -integrated action by other . 
- ' . 

interested countries? - It not~ ·now· can .de Gaulle best 
. -

. .. 
be · isolated and frustrated in_ hi.a .oppps1t1on to su~h 

action? 

Part Six: 'i'ime Element .. · 
. . -

There ahould be an early utart and · ene~get1e prose-
. ' 

cut1on ot the . study, - loolcing_ t "o complet_ion this summer. 
.. ~ .. ~ : ~·-

-----~-
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· I£ the Preeident is going _ to Eiirope ~his year; it 

would be well it he lald .a f'oundat1on here tor: our 

pol1ey toward Europe before br1ng1ng out ideas there. 

The German election will .have an effeot on th~ par-
• r... -

·~1cuiarity ot action an~ speech on some aubJecta; but 

it ~hould not inhibit, but rather _require, some earlier 

det.1n1t1on of policy in Waah.tngton" 

Respe~tfully, 



Aprill. 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Do you think this would be a good time to have 
George Reedy azmoance the membersblp of. 
your Committee oa East-West 7rade? Thia 
Committee Is a small but clear signal of your 
interest In the peaceful aide ot tbe road, and 
the riots at the Moscow Embassy are aafely 
bl the past. However. the Committee ls a 
genuinely lmpreselve and well rQllllded one, and 
I think lta eslstence would glve esacoaragernent 
to some ol our worried liberal friends. 

A possible preaa release ls atfached. 

McG. B. 

No ----



PRESS RELEASE DRAFT 

The President announced today the membership of the 

Special Presidential Committee on U.S. Trade Relations with 

Eastern European Countries and the USSR. The members are: 

Mr. J. Irwin Miller {Chairman) 
Chairman of the Board 
Cummins Engine Company, Inc. 
Trustee, Ford Foundation, am 

Executive Committee, World Council of Churches 

Honorable Eugene R. Black 
Chairman, Brookings Institution 
Past President, International Bank for Reconstruction 

and Development 

Mr. William Blackie 
President, Caterpillar Tractor Company 
Director and Chairman of the Foreign Commerce 

Committee, U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

Mr. George R. Brown 
Chairman of the Board, Brown and Root, Inc. 
Chairman, Board of Trustees, Rice University 

Mr. Charles W. Engelhard, Jr. 
Chairman of the Board, Engelhard Industries 
Director, Foreign Policy Association 

Dr. James B. Fisk 
President, Bell Telephone Laboratories 
Past Member, President1s Science Advisory Committee 

Mr. Nathaniel Goldfinger 
Director of Research, AFL-CIO 
Trustee, Joint Council on Economic Education 
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Mr. Crawford H. Greenewalt 
Chairman of the Board, E. I. du Pont de Nemours 

and Company 
Chairman, Radio Free Europe Fund 

Mr. William A. Hewitt 
Chairman of the Board, Deere and Company 
Director, National Industrial Conference Board 

Dr. Max F. Millikan 
Professor of Economics and Director, Center for 

International Studies, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
President, World Peace Foundation 

Mr. Charles G. Mortimer 
Chairman of the Board, General Foods Corporation 
Trustee, Committee for Economic Development 

Dr. Herman B. Wells 
Chancellor, Indiana University 
Former U.S. Delegate to UN General Assembly 

; ' ~• I' I• r' ~ t This Committee of distinguished private citizens has seen. 

Hcl§Uttieg regu 1 13 eoe:r tao pact m • tl ta c::plo1e the possibilities and 

implications of expanding peaceful trade with the countries of Eastern 

Europe and the USSR. On completion of its investigations, the 

committee will report its findings and recommendations to the 

President. 

I· 

I 
I 
! 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH i N G TON 

April 1, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Here are the papers on the new chancery in Saigon, rewritten 
as you requested. 

The bill now contains an authorization of $1 million. 

PV..,rl 
The ~eeft8. paragraph of the letter of transmittal is worth your 
close attention. It is designed to be straightforward and specific 
without tying your hands too mu.ch. The adjectives describing the 
new building are designed to satisfy both Taylor's propaganda 
concern and the legislators' concern for efficiency and economy. 
This language is acceptable to Crockett and Taylor, 

Taylor and Crockett asked me to make one small point to you 
namely that the land on which we plan to build is a 3 1/2 acre lot 
in Saigon. This will permit a secure wall compound, which in 
Taylor 1 s opinion will be safe from anything but a mortar attack, 
and Max tells me that it would be easier to bring mortars to bear 
on an installation in the country than on such a compound, so he 
thinks this is the safest location we can get. 

~ti~· 
McG. B. 

P. S. I have talked to Rooney and Hayes, and both of them express 
their cordial agreement with this plan. Hayes says it is exactly 
what we should do, and Rooney says that while you could get 
the money in another way, he will be glad to handle it this way for 
the political impact. H you sign this now, Hayes says he can get 
it reported out of his Sub-committee this afternoon. 
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In this bill I am requesting authorization of $1 million which will 
permit us to build a new chancery promptly. In t:he li~hti 9i. 
e:x:pe1 iene~ this new building may be either complete in itself or the 
first stage of a larger chancery J In either case, it will be ~~. fficient, 
axli economica} and permanent ~ace of business for the Unit d States. 
in Saigon. l ·· , 

~. < . 
~ ~ ~y~ 

~~-
' ~~ 

.. 

~ 
t .• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

~ar f.·ir. President: 

I am trans-nitting herewith a bill to authorize tm oonstruction of 
a~ buildmg to replace our darraged chancer:; in Saigon, Viet-Nam. 

his new building will m one more symlx)l of our solidarity with the 
ople of Viet-Nam. It will soow "tl'Ern that tlE United States has no 
tention of abandoning them in tre fa~ of Cbnmunist terrorign and 

aggression. It will show tiern that ~ intend to live up to our cx:xn­
rnitrrents. It uill s~w ~ that 11e do ::r:-xtend to fail t~ 
V~= '\..e are forred to bear a of tOO terror ~ 
t ~ N:iavell' end: ~ J:SR~ 

This new building will also smw tl-:e Ccrnrnunists in Hanoi and ~ir 
tools in the Viet cans that ·wanton murder of civilians and destruc­
tion of civilian pr~rty cannot deflect us 
in Viet-Nam. · sts -v • 
Sta and oiler ~rs o 

......... ,~,,,,._.._,....,ram of assist-
-Nam, will _ to soow tre 

......... '"'l.L .... • ..... ed to use strength 
rror and ag ssion. 

'lb emphasize this detelll'lination and resolve, I request ~ Congress to 
act prarptly an this bill. 

Honorable Hubert H. Hurrphrey 
President of tre Senate 
Washington, D. c. 

Sinoarely, 



A BILL 

'lb arrend the Foreign Service Buildings Act of 192 6, as anenced. 

Be it enacted by tie Senate and House of !Eprerentatives 

of tre lhited States of Arrerica in Ccngress assembled, That 

secticn 4 of tre Foreign Service Buildings Act of 1926, as 

anended (22 u.s.c. 295), is further anended by adding tre 

following new sub-section: 

" (e) • Fbr tre nuroose of carrying into ef feet tre 

provisioos of this Act in South Viet-Nam, there is hereby 

auth:>rired to l:e appropriated, in addition to arrounts 

previously autn:>rized prior to the enactn:ent of this 
O h e m t l L ~ t> \ (o_a i 

arrendrrent, s.uch Sl::1ff\S e:s rray be neoess~ :fu~ this pnxpose, 

to renain available until ex.p:mded. 11 



t; .;' :i;/ ... ~ ..... 

... ~---- -
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April 1, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR. THE PRESIDENT 
f=-d f( I 11t-Po ~ • 1 .. 

'W'hen 1 wu in Israel our b.iends 
asked whether we would be willlng to ship 
to lsi-ael 110 of the 150 M48A2C tanka Bona 
had bought from us to replace the M4Ala we 
had gotten Bonn to sell Israel. The idea was 
that thls would compensate the. ls raolle lor­
Bonn•a cancellation; the Oel"mans would pay 
us just the same. 

Washington authorized telling 
Israelis we were ~ling if the 0e1'ma.ns 
tbemaelvea made the re9uest. :Bonn hu now 
done so, and we have OKed the deal. This 

·malt.es both the Oerm.a.na aiid IaraeUa happy 
and will facilitate the 'f'Jorm/ Israel steconcWation 
which Erhard ts aow ao pleased about. 

Thus at no cost to us Israel gets a 
slightly better tank and Bonn gets out of a 
box. Instead of shipping Israel th• M·48Al 
tank.a we promla•d. w• ehtp them the M·48A2C, 
but Bonn or Israeli• pay any additional coats 
iuvolttd. 

R. w. Komer 

oe::SE CR.EL 

.... 
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B; 11adt• Tea. lie taimw !I! a. 1M1aqitl• IW. 1'w. eaa IM 
... .,Ew11•lw~. 

G•• ... ..u ... x.n.lt a..da •81J•lt .. T........, MC-•••i•= 
.... • ...... lfth• .......... •Mr•• .............. .. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H I NGTON 

.CON :fi IDEI fTIAL March 31, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Personnel 

You asked me last week for additional names for CIA. My views 
are as follows: 

1. My first choice would still be Dick Helms. He has 20 years of 
genuine professional experience. The professionalsthemselves rate 
him as their best man, and their opinion is shared by Allen Dulles 
and John McCone, as well as their two military deputies, Cabell and 
Cartero He has force and good sense, and he would put the Agency 
out of the limelight. I believe he is now Clark Clifford's preferred 
choice. I believe you would get ·favorable editorials from my wicked 
friends at the Times and the Post for having put Intelligence in the 
professional corner where it belongs. That would be the State Depart­
ment view, and I think it is now McNamara's opinion, too. 

2. If for some reason Helms does not seem right, then my second 
choice would be Lloyd Cutler. Cutler is currently under consideration 
for Under Secretary of Commerce, but CIA is a more important job 
and he has many of the qualities for it -- experience in Washington, 
experience in intelligence, a subtle and balanced legal mind, and a 
proven habit of loyalty to his clients. You would be his client. 
He is a first-rate human being. 

3. After these two I would put Bill Gaud. He has the trust of all 
related departments and he has four years of growing experience with 
international affairs. He is dedicated, careful, shrewd, and energetic. 
But there are two other very important jobs for which he is more needed. 

4. I do not know Gus Long, but I have made what I hope are leak-proof 
inquiries.. I get the picture of a remarkably tough and effective executive 
who has made a tremendous success of Texaco and would be a great asset 
to the Government in the right job. I do not find the kind of experience 
of international politics or the proven achievement in Washington 
which I think are very important for this particular job, and I find some 
question about the subtlety and detachment of his mind. I would think 
him a much better choice as a service secretary and then perhaps a 
Defense deputy if you should move Vance or McNamara at any time. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
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-=eo-NFIDEiiTIAL -2- March 31, 1965 

5. These matters of personnel are beginning to be locked in with 
one another, so that if we can make one or two key decisions, the rest 
may fall into place. For example, if you should settle on Helms 
then I think Dean Rusk would at once make you the excellent nomination 
of Gaud to be Deputy Under Secretary for Political Affairs. This is 
the key interdepartmental coordinating job on daily policy, and a first­
rate man there would give a lift throughout the part of the Government 
that I see daily. Cutler could then go to Connor with no interference, 
and that would give Commerce a flexible and tempered agent that 
I think Jack will need as a balance to his own extraordinary but 
different skills. 

6. I have a similar problem of interlocking with Bob Komer. 
If you don't want him for Africa, then we have to decide whether he 
should go to Defense, where McNamara is still holding an important 
slot for him. But I am beginning to wonder whether he has not shown 
enough quality to be my own deputy (I need one, and so do you, so that 
there will be someone you can jump on with confidence while I am away). 
I hear very good things about Korry -- from both Rusk and McNamara 
and if he went to Africa, we might promote Komer here. 

7. One advantage of the names on this particular memo is that, 
whatever their files may show (with the exception of Long, who sounds 
awfully strong), they have been appointed and reappointed after repeated 
investigations. 

~c.f. ~. 
McG. B. 



CQHJ!!B8MftJ1i; Ma,.ch JI, 1965 

MEMOaANDUM TO THJ£ PJuESlnlCNT 

SUBJECT: . A confe•alon and· request 

1. l ha.Ve l)eu talklaa to t#O mem~1.'8 of. JOU faintly about 
poaelble travel•. and l '.think it la time I admitted it to you. The foiielp 
policy ol .the United .States. would be advane•d it we c0tl14 get the ·right 
.._ .. .._.~-lrip• this y6u for Mre. ·J'Olm•• nd for Lyn.da Bird (tlll• l• 
p~obal:>l-y' true ·•liout lAict. teo. but I ha.v• aot MAI • c.haace t.o eonspl•• 
with he:•). You are pinned dowa h•~• 1'otb. oy -a thly major prog~am 
ot le.ptJlatlon · aad by Vletaa.m. Eve• If yo• get free to go te Latia 
America and Wee·te:rn EdoP9• major areae ·wlll not have &'-eeeiv•d the 
lolm.eon touch. 

2. I have pa.1'ticulu1y hoped that Ml'e.. Johnaon might be ptrauatted 
to make a brlet tour of selected frie•dly eouatrlea la Ahlca.. l feet 
Gealident that •he wOllld prod•c• a really mejo• effect oa our :repntatien 
there. Her eympadly aad f!uallty womd a,.ak for Y°" end. for ti. 
United Sate,• as ae other emlaaary could. She eoW.d vi.sit eonatn.ctl•e 
U. s. projects and give them more p\\bllei.ty than. they have evaf' had 
belore. Su could m••t with P•ace C•11'8 voloteers &ad make tum 
you .. program a• well aa a ICttaaedy poawam, She could ahow that the 
ttwy medera Amed.caa South l• becomlas as coler•bllad aa the Coa­
atit•tlcm (your discueloa with the Mayors last mgbt, botb oa YO\U'. 
•lde and on their•• wu one of the most moving hous l baw ever 
wl•••••d). 

3. What M~a. Jolan.eoa could do In Africa. ·l think Lyttda could do 
ta ladt.a, Paklataa_ anti tr~ t am ka:riag a cheek made ou the waya 
o! fandbag eueb a trip •o t~•t tbe.l'e would be ao ~•-oi-pa.,mttat• 
lath~baek, but t have ao dmd>t •t ·all th~ a fhsh •4 aei>.eible glt-1 ef 
41 w0\114 pat YO\\ oa the map itl thia part et tile wol:ld with 1r••t poaltive 
r••W.te.,, tn Lynda•• catt. ·it c&11la tMt balf pleaau.q amJ only half 
bu.hteea, Utd l'm. eUH vnl eouW Sad tJMt nght oompany to go wlth he~., 

4. Lyda. I t~~V iater-esi.~ 'bul M••· Jobneoa ha• aent me weed 
that she tbtalta &hefoapt aa.lly • etay at aotM. WQ1114 10\l be willing 
to intereedct with dne ... nth ? Or showd I stop t~ying to ateal your 
f•mUy away f•om the hot Wae·ldngtoa eu;mMel'? 

DECLASSIFIED 
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THE WHITE HOUSE ' 

WASHINGTON 

March 31, 1965 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Although I see by the ticker that 
George Reedy has knocked the 
story down, I think you wi 11 
still be interested in what John 
Hightower told Bromley Srni th 

. this morning. 

McG. B . 

. ·' "' ~ .! '\ !"' .. _ 

, ,, Jn·~r· 1t-O . ...,~_fll'\ · 
".''h'~l.o~ li"' . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA S H I NGTON 

March 31, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BUNDY 

John Hightower {AP) telephoned to tell me of the rumors circu­
lating among reporters about Ambassador Taylor. 

1. The President has lost confidence in Taylor and is thinking 
of relieving him as Ambassador and replacing him with Lodge. 

2. In support of the rumors, reporters cite the fact that the 
President has not seen Taylor since his return on Sunday and 
was not called to the White House to talk about what should be 
done following the destruction of his Embassy. 

Bromley Smith 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

GONFIDENTI:AL March 31, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Your meeting with Max Taylor at 5 :15 this afternoon 

1. Max Taylor's visit this afternoon is the first of two. Today he 
comes privately. Tomorrow all the recommendations growing out of 
his visit will be available for formal presentation to you in the presence 
of the heads of the departments concerned. This will be quite a sub-· 
stantial meeting in numbers, but it is being kept off the record -- and 
if it leaks it will be billed simply as one more effort to make sure that 
we are doing everything we can to make our program more efficient and 
effective. 

2. The three problems op. Max's mind are these : 

( 1) The timing and direction of attack on the North 

(2) The timing, size, and mission of any U. S. combat deployments 
to Vietnam; and 

(3) The terms and conditions of a political resolution of the problem. 

He has done more thinking on (1) and (2) than on (3) -- and so have we. 

3. I think that on ( 1) he is in reasonable agreement with our outline 
plans for the next 2 or 3 weeks. But he is prepared to go toward Hanoi 
faster than McNamara. You may wish to probe him on this because 
I sense that you are leaning a little ahead of Bob on this one. 

4. On U. S. deployments, I think Taylor and McNamara are very close 
together in the notion of a coastal deployment of the remaining battalions 
of the Marine Expeditionary Brigaqe and the effort to get a Korean Battle 
Group (Ambassador Brown warns from Seoul that he is very wary of 
this proposal and that the ground would have to be very carefully laid). 

5. Max's work is still continuing on the prop~sed actions to beef up 
our work inside South Vietnam. Max is somewhat resistant to our pressures 
on this since he feels that his own time and energy should go into the 
absolutely top priority problems. What he puts at the head of the list is <JVV. "'-et:. 
troop strength in South Vietnam - - and I think he is probably right, at that. 

CONFI:C~lWI'I AL 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority s+4e u~q-7? ; {\/£,(_ <{-L1-1q 
) 

By, D c It , NARS, Date - ~ 



OONPIDENTIAL -2- March 31, 1965 

YJv\he other matters also count, and that is one more reason for my 
conviction that in the long pull we need a McNaughton-type in 
Saigon. John does see this point. 

6. Finally, you and Taylor will certainly wish to talk over · the 
guidelines for his meetings with Congressional Committee.s tomorrow 
and any backgrounding he may do with the press. 

'In~ t5 I 

McG. B. 

'. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 30, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I have reported through Ritchie to Pearson 
that you will probably be away this week end, 
and they have not come back with any further 
request for a meeting. This has all taken place 
in very good humoi:. 

Now we have a request from the President of 
Temple University for a message of greeting 
to the Prime Minister, and in the circumstances 
I think it would make sense to send one. A brief 
draft is attached for your approval. (Tab A). 

Yes 

No 

I 

~ c.P.tt 
McG. B. 
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By 6::-#, NARA, Date 6 -17-cff' 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Agreement with Israel for Cooperation in the Civil 
Uses of Atomic Energy 

T he Department of State, with the concurrence of the Atomic 
Energy Commission, recommends that you approve an amend­
ment to the Agreement with Israel for Cooperation in the Civil 
Uses of Atomic Energy. 

The new draft agreement does not mean any policy shift on our 
part. The option the Israeli 'Q.OW prefer w a s offered to them at 
the time of the original negotiations . At that time they felt that 
they would like to b uy the entire multilateral package, even 
though we had a slight preference for shifting only the safeguards 
to the IAEA and keeping the supply arrangements on a bilateral 
basis . 

The largest number of bilaterals that have been converte d have 
used the form of agreement being recommended for Israel. 
Twelve countries have now adopted it. The countries that have 
opted for the complete multilateral approach are Finland, Yugo­
slavia, the Congo and Pakistan. These four countries have 
deliberately emphasized their suppor t of the multilateral approach 
in preference to any bilateral arrangements with the U. S. as far 
as supply is concerned. 

Your approval of this draft amendment is urgently needed because 
the current agreement expires on April 11 and the agreement must 
lie before the Joint Committee for thirty days before it can be 
executed. 

If you approve this draft amendment there is presented a letter 
for your signature.(r;q~ A) 

~pproved 
__ Disapproved 

See me 

- .. ~.-

,,,, "'. (Jy 
McGeorge Bundy 

--COI~Ftt)EM'f'IAL -



March 29, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Carl Rowan on South Vietnam 

l. This memorandUm from Carl Rowan may be 
worth looking at before you talk to Max Taylor. 
In essence, Rowan makes two points: (1) Top U.S. 
officers in Vietnam should make more effort than 
they do to get really close to their Vietnamese 
counterparts; (Z) we want to be very careful here 
about announcing actions that may take Vietnamese 
leaders in Saigon off guard. 

Z. I think Rowan is essentially right on both 
points. We can do better on coordination here -­
and ~ndeed have done better recently - ... but I doubt 
if the situation in the field can be changed very much 
until there is a change of Ambassadors. 

McG. B. 

,,,.. ,. 
t" . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 29, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I think you will find interesting the attached 
telegram from Zorthian to Greenfield on Arnett. 
Defense and the CIA are still following up on 
your request for a full exa'.mination of this 
episode, but Zorthian' s judgment see.ms sound 
to me. I myself am inclined to. believe it more 
likely that Arnett is a vindictive cheapskate 
than a Com.munist agent. On the other hand, 
he may be a little of both. 

SE-GR-ET attachment 

Jnc1 fJ. --­McG.B. 



--· 

SECRET 
(Saigon 3124) 

Telegram from Saigon to State Department for Greenfield from 
Zorthian, March 28, 11 a. m. 

Our post-mortem of press handling of US use of gas points inevitably 
to the conclusion that the major damage was done by an initial AP 
story which used the emotional lead stating that the US was experi­
menting with gas warfare. While our handling after this initial 
story could have been better, the fact is we were never able to catch 
up with the impact of worldwide response to the initial AP lead. The 
author of this story, as you know, was Peter Arnett. This is not the 
first time Arnett has written a deliberately negative stor y_ ~bout US --- . .. involvement here. AP, of course, claims journalistic responsibility 
and yet ·it f s notable that on a story of this type, which even a 
neophyte journalist would have known, would have worldwide anti-US 
impact, AP did not consider it ~appropriate to first call the Mission 
and ask for con1ment. In the event of such a call, we certainly would 
have tried to get Mission denial of gas warfare into the story which 
AP finally ran. Without this opportunity, we were unaware of the 
story until it was played back to Saigon, which meant the story had 
clear sailing for several hours. I would think there is a very valid 
argument that pa rt of AP' s responsibility calls for an effort to ge.t 
both sides of a story before running material of this type and that 
failure to do so in this case can properly be described as journalistic 

I 
irresponsibility, if not deliberate effort to damage the US. Arne_t~ 

in other negative stories has confessed that he has written them in 
order to ., get even" with US authorities. It may well be that he 
~siders this story appropriate retribution for recent restrictions 
on the Danang Airbase and air ~tri'ke i~ormation. . 

I raise the question with you whether continued treatment of the US 
effort here along these lines nright not be discussed with 
Wes Gallagher. You may want to discuss this with Ambassador 
Taylor during his visit and take informal steps accordingly. 

~ DECLASsIFIEo 
Authority SQti k fh:r 3 -t 7·-~ D 
~:v G 



March Z9, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Harriman reports 

Averell Harriman has sent in for you 
a couple of reports of his conversation 
with Harold Wilson last week, but I think 
this very short memo from ~ob Komer 
gives Harriman's point of view better 
than his own reports. 

McG. B. 

~ attachment 

(. I 

5~ 

----



l~ I bad • -CGUP1• of tatka: .&·th John Hightow.r in the earlf' ata11•• •f 
the a••· pio blem a:n4 found ~ vel.'·V ••&:POU•i•• to · ay ln•l•t•n•• that thl• 
wa.• not a&• warfar•. Aa a result, th.• AP etory f;&rded ••r •••·eutf.a.1 
po•ltioa even befo·" laczetarr Buak•s good. pr••• 40af1i<l'fte.tt~ 

I.. I ha4 a punl.y MCial dinner witll lo• Alao:p aud Jack CGaaO-r •ft•r 
.Douglaa fltl1-a'• fa11•well party. & al• U.d one bu•iae•a ,,i.ae ca.ti i"m 
J-..., au41#bite l did not. aay the $Ida&• he u.y• i.tl W.• columa 'todary, I did 
uot flatly duy thsm whea !!.!. •al.d a.em, wfd.·ck. Of llOU~a:e, la lda ataoda~d 
technique. 

l. 1 •a.w Hea-.y Bra11do1t of th• l.oadoa S~y Titne• ud he gav• mo 
quit9 aa accouai of Harald Wilt0t1*a IW:alda3. WU•ou lul.4 ap,p•11eatly Utt«· 
lt1m a-acn~t. tu toteplaoa• U..lk witk you bat fol'•«• him to pd•t lt. l took 
tile occasion to nv to Bnadoa daat th•r• u ~- that we cannot di•ca•a 
wUh. ou !hidah fdeada. bu:t tbA only Waa. we dl•US. I• t.\ek .ue of 
w_.w.p a1 • place: fo:r }l\l.bUe critlol•m •f the VI In odt.sr to pleu·• 
their • ·Wll p•Udcal badtbenche·ra. l tid.tlk ko g-o-t the ,ohd.:$ a1ld. I da:re•ay 
tt wilt hav• be.n ill hi• Surutar &J.'tlclw J••M"'da.y. T-Ma e.houtd have some 
ea.lu.tair •fte•t. 

4. · :B~a-~n l• ve~y ea.gel' iO ••• ,._.. I gave him ne enceul'agem-eat,_. 
but lf yO-u eYe-r do want to talk to ,9 BNtiah ..-r•apoa4eat. a• l• ·pt::•Gably 
the bftst. 

$. 1 talked to a numbtl' of people ea tu aRolag of Pftt-&g~ J.of 
rou~ atatexnoat on ecen¢nmc. deMlo,pment in Southu•t A•la..~ I had ealle 
that day from Pottett .. Molir, th.lger-•. !Uke:r,. aad loha ~et10~~. Sisee 

'- JOU talke.cil to some of them your•eU. 1 am. •~• you are familiar wUh their 
lnt.erol •dt on th• wl»l•• tb-1r Af4rmative 1re&Ctioa. 



I ....... 
. 

6« Watter 14,,_.. •. c.Ue4 ~_.. to· ··I.So• .t~nkl!, .tor JOllr ~**~, i'. 
~W,ag •,·~opt, .t th• VI.eta~ RM•·mnt·•••·ttt hha,,. I;e aiili} a•k&i •hfth•r 
la •IU' view t!».• •••eudatf of the Geneva .. .__... l.nciud•4 reunifteatloQ.~ 1 
told him we 4ld aet •••· }, that. -wa.r, but ~1 . .m q'4t• aura· ht bi~l•u wUl . 
pnee tlU.• ation ta ·a11 .-.. 1,. eel~~ ' J, .. al•r-ilng -· ·D•i>artm.e•t tO •k 
P8••it4Uty so that they will' be :ra.dt wlth thcdt" • .., vt.:w•:·: . . ' .. .. · . 

"' " ' .,:. '; ~ •• • • . . ... .- .. !. "':' ';.. ,. _. 

7 i; l ll:u a call -..f.om Lew a~· o• _. T*f.ktf Mi••10J1 and· i •td hiC,, 
what Wil -~· lellmi •v.e~y.,..y-.·~itJtM. t.fda- Will be .a, . ~--Mt' dll&ulf&U0'1• 

'.1 • .. -~~-··· 



MR. PRESIDENT: 

This ls now down to about 
2500 words, and Rusk and I 
hope we can discuss It wltb 
you tomorrow at lunch. 

McQ. B 

Io {>fYl 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

At tbe dinner tonight for President Yameogo. 
yon wUl meet _Mr. and Mrs. Ulr~ Hay11ee. 
Rick Haynes bas recently joined the NSC staff 
as an asalstant to Komer on Africa. He la a 
Negro F orelp Service Off leer of unusual abWty 
and energy aad good aeue, and yo11 may wish to 
show tbat you. know who he is. 

Haynes la the man who brought my attentloll to the 
fact ~t tile jwllor members of. Yameo1o•e party 
were worth some real attention. He has made 
a number of equally· sensible euggeatlona on 
Alrlc:an affairs In the ahort time be baa been with 
us. 

McG. B. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W ASH IN GTON 

March 29, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Les Carpenter on the gas episode 

Les Carpenter has asked me if it would be helpful 
for him to do a careful chronology of the gas episode. 
I have told him that we are still putting the pieces 
together ourselves, and that I would have to give 
him an answer later. My own hunch is that he is 
not the best outlet for this story, simply because 
he is so elose to us that it will look defensive, 
but if you have a different view I would like to 
know about it. 

Jn~ IS. 
McG. B. 

Give the background to Carpenter 

Hold up on it~ ---

Speak to me ----
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Mr. President: 
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1515 L STREET, N. W. REPUBLIC 7-1234 

.•. 

Mr. George Reedy 
Pre~! Secretfllry 
The White House 
Wa!hington, DC 

Dear George: 

In two weeks 

WASHINGTON 5, D. ~: 

cJ-r 
{f~ ~)l_,,.· 

'µ/ 

on April 12 

29 Mer<!h 1965 

I leave these 

shoree to un•ertake a new assignment for The Po~t. 

For around two rears,, I will be our bureau chief in 

Lonaon (Flora Lewis is returning in M~y; Estabrook in 

Auguet) o 

Before I go_~_ I woulj ae extreme_~,. g~at~ful if 

you oouli arr~nge • ahert 9ackgrouni interview with 

the Presiaent. I will be writing exten~ively on 

Anglo~Amerioan ene Alliance pro9lems, ani it wouli 8e 

enormously useful to leave Washington with a first­

hani unier~tamiin_g or the Pl"esiient' s own views. 

'Naturally, I woulcl suit any 1!1eeting tG the Presiaent' a 

convenience in terms of time. 

I will call your off1oo on Tu&sd~y to 

39e .. ~t anything oan 'De work84 out o '?hank you for y0>ur 

help 0 

Sinoe?'el y 1 

~Jiu~ 

I. 
I 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 29, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

THRU: Mr. Jack Valenti 

SUBJECT: Letter from Dr. Spock 

On Saturday I mentioned a long letter from . ~{ ~ O 
Dr. Spock. You said at the time that you ~ 
thought Spock was the sort of man who ~/\j 
deserved a long and careful an~wer. --c.o 

Unfortunately, his letter (Tab A) ~d be used 
as propaganda against us, and therefore I doubt 
if a long public answer from you would be wise. 
So I have de signed an answer in the following form: 
a brief acknowledgement from you (Tab B), en­
closing a memorandum from me to you (Tab C), 
with attached quotations showing that it is really 
unfair for him to suggest that your foreign policy 
has changed sharply since the election. 

McG. B. 



The President 
'l'he White House 
Washington, D.C. 

BENJAMIN SPOCK, M. D. 
204:0 .ABINGTON ROAD 

CLEVELAND 6, OHIO 

March 23, 1965 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am writing as one who campaigned publicly for your election. I 
expressed on television, radio and in advertisements my faith - based 
on my interpretation of your statements - that your administration 
would actively seek peaceful solutions to the worldts enormous problems. 
Now that our foreign policy has turned out to be different from what 
I expected, I f~~l I owe it to any people I may have influenced to keep 
trying to get my views to you directly. (On three occasions I and 
delegates from eight organizations have requested an opportunity to 
speak to you personallJ', without success.) 

I am particularly dismayed that the State and Defense Departments base 
our South Vietnam policy on two assumptions which are denied in large 
part by history and impartial observers: that we are there to preserve 
the freedom of the people and that our lack of success is due primarily 
to interference from North Vietnam. 

I and many other people - in America and in friendly nations - would 
summarize the situation as follows: 

Secretary Dulles in 1956 encouraged Diem to refuse to 
all~w the election specified by the Geneva Agreement 
of 1954, in which it was expected by everyone that the 
South Vietnamese would vote by a large majority in 
favor of joining North Vietnam. (In my opinion Mr. Dulles 
was not defending freedom.) 

It was Diem's increasingly tyrannical actions - particularly 
the abolition of village elections and the dismissal of the 
village chiefs - which provoked the Viet Cong revolt in 
1957, a rebellion of the people of ·South Vietnam. 

Appreciable aid from North Vietnam did not begin until two 
years later. 

Our side has been losing the war because many South Viet­
namese heartily dislike the war, the Saigon regime and us; 
very few support us. 



- 2 -

The Viet Cong, according to non-governmental observers, 
is still getting plenty of reinforcements and arms from 
Saigon deserters and could contirrue the war indefinitely 
if aid from the North were cut off. 

There is little likelihood that the Viet Cong and the 
North Vietnamese, who believe their cause is the just 
one and who defeated a large French army, will desist 
because of the demand of a foreign country. 

I believe that our present policy is militarily foolhardy, morally 
wrong, and detrimental to our country's cause in its rivalry with 
Can.munism. 

Before ending my letter I would like to add that I have not only 
agreed with all the domestic proposals you have made to Congress and 
the nation but have greatly admired the forthrightness and courage 
with which you have advanced them. 

Sincerely1 

nln 



March 30, 1965 

Dea~~. Spock: 

I have read your letter ot March 23. ·· 1 remain 
grateful fo~ all the aupport you have pven me. 
and I caa asaue you that my Admlnlatratlon will 
actively aeek a peaceful aolu.tlon tor the world•• 
enormou• problem. 

It l• evident that YOU!' view of the altuatlon ht 
Vletnarn ts aot tbat of the Admlnlsuatlou, but I 
do not think lt l• right to au.ggtUt that l lelt any 
doubt•• to my own basic view of that pl'obl•m ln 
1964. t have rofe•re4 yoar letter to my a•el•tant, 
Mr. Btm.dy, and I think you may be interested in . 
hla memo~andiim oo the subject. 

1 .fully understand the alncerlty and depth o.t your 
co~cern ln thl• mattolt, and I want you. to know tllat 
whlle we clea:rly bave di!ferenco• a• to the real 
natvo ot the situation ln Vietnam. there I• no dlf· 
fe~enee wha.tevar betwoen \1.8 ln the depth or our 
Sntereat tn ael'Ylng the ca"Use of peaeo ln Southeaet 
Aala. You ea.n be usured that every ded•loa I take 
In thl• areal• govehed by tbls single central concorn. 

Dr. Benjamla Spock 
2040 Abln.gtoa Road 
Cl•veland 6. Ohio 

L.BJ:McG B:mz 

Sincerely. 

IS( 



MEMORANDUM FOil THE PRESIDENT 

Dr. Spock.•• latte• obriou•ly .xpreaaes bl.s ;, own honest cois· 
vlctlon• -about Vietnam. It le eqully obvious that t.be aeseeement 
of our Admlaletntlon l• dUfel'ent. You ~sell have stated 
thle different view clctuly and. repeatedly. aad I am sure 
Dr.· Spock l• famlllu with your pontlon. 

Hl• letter seem• to me a littlo unfair la oae respect •• lte 
tmpllcatlon that fOt.W policy now i• basically dlfter•nt from the 
one you put forward la•t year. Oatt IU• of C-01'reapondence with 
Dr. Spock abow• that be questioned our Vletaameee poUc:y a 
year ago. Wben hft eapported YoU last year cd voted lor you 
ln Nove.mber, you wore already on recol'd with a view of Vl•tnam 
which be cleuly doe• not ahue. Pe:rti.p• lt would be appropriate. 
in anawering .Dr. Spock, to call Id• attoatlon to you~ remark• to 
the Aaaoclated Pr••• on April ZO of laet year (Tab 1 ) and still 
more, your h!eaaap to tbe :Congreaa of Aagttat 5 (Tab 2). 

Throughout th• la•t: 16 months you have emphasized that '1we 
seek no wldel' war. d Dr. Spock obviously does not agree with 
tho actloaa you have found It cece•••l'J' to ta~ in ne.ent monthai 
he probably doe• cot agree wltb our conclualoa that lncreaaed 
CommlU\iat lnftltl'atlon and lacrea•ed a11rea•lon. have made 
these actions ne~••&ry. It I• of eoui-ae hta right to bold to 
bi• owa -dew. · 

But I do not think he ehould aqgeat that the.,• has been any 
cha.age In your l>aalc poaltloa. When he •Ul'ported you ln 1964, 
h9 certainly had every :reaaou. to know that the view ol Vietnam 
whlch be- ••U. lo,.th tu ht• letter ot M.uch 231• not at all your 
view. Bia support. which wae helpful and geUJ!00.9, WU given 
In •plte of thle dltforen-. 

rs/ 
McGeoqe Bundy 



I 
Tab~ 

0 1a Vietuam the Comm\lnlata today try the more ln•ldloua, but equally 
dangeJ"oue, method• of •ubverslon. terror aad auei-rllla warfare. They 
conduct a carnpalgu oraatdzed. dlrected. supplied and supported from 
Hanoi. Thia. too~ we will prove futile. Armed Communlet attack on 
Vietnam is a reality. The flghdng spirit of South Vietnam l• a reality. 
as Secretary Ruek. told ua from there yoaterday. The request of a 
friend fol" our help in tlda te,.rlble moment l• a reality. 

HThe atatement of the SEATO atUea that Communl•t defeat la •eeee.o.tial' 
1• a roallty. To fall to respond to these realltle• would refiect on our 
honor aa a nation, ~uld undermine world-wide eonfldeiu:e lo our 
courage, would convince every nation in South Aala that lt mwst now bow 
to Communlat term• to •urYlve. 

nThe altuatiou. la Vietnam i• dlUlcult. But there la an old American 
aaybag that 'when the going gets tough the toogh set golng. , .. 1• 

Aeaodated Pro•• 
Luncheon. Waldorf 
Aator1a. NY 
April 20, 1964 



' 
"Our comn:dtn:uuit• b that area are well-known to tile Congrea•. They 
were ftl'st tnade tn 1954 by Prealdent Jrtaeuhowor. Tht1y were further 
defined lu the Southeast A•la Collective netenae Troaty approved by 
the Senate ·ln February 1955il 

.. ,Our policy la Southo.at A•la ha• beea eon•iate~t aud \1U.cb&nged-alnco 
195•. I ••un marlsed lt on lune 2 in four almple ··pi:opo•ltlooa: 

'
11. America lteepa her word. He.re as elsewhere, wo inuat and ahall 
honor our commltmetlte. · 

nz. The iaaue la the future of Southea.at·Aaia at a whole. A threat to any 
natloo in that reglotl b a threat to all, and a threat to ua. 

" 3. Our purpose l• peace. We have no military. politl(;al or territorial 
a.mbltloris in. the area. · 

~•4. Thia b not just a jungle war,, but a atruggle for freedom on tUHtry froct 
of human a.ctlelty • . Cul' military &ud economic a.eaiatauce to South Vietnam 
and Laos lh partl'eular hu tho purpo•• of belphig theee countriea to repel 
aggre••lon and •trengthen their independence. 

~•ne thr oat to the froe oaUona of Southeast Aala ha• long been ulear. \i"be 
North Vleblam eae repme baa coutantly sought to take over 0ov.tb Vleto.a.m 
and Laoe. Thia Communlat i-opme has dolatod the. Geueva Accords tor 
Vietnam. It baa ay•tematlcally conducted a campalp o! aubver•loo, whlch 
includes the direction. tralolag, and •upply of pOl':tOnael ,and arma for the 
conduct of guerrilla warfare in South Vietna.moae tor:dtory. 

uAa Pi-esldent of the United State• I ha.ve concl\lded that I should now aek 
the Congre••• on lt• paJ"t. to joln ln afftrmlag tbo national determlnad.ou 
that all aw:h attack• •ill be met, and that the United Sta.tea wlll continue 
ln It• baaic policy of aa•l•tlng the free nations of the area to defend thel r 
freedom. 

'
1A• 1 have repeatedlf made clear, the United Sta.tea batond• no raahn•••, 
·and seeks uo wider war·. We must make lt clear to all that the Uidted 
Statea l• uulted ln lts determlnatlou to brl.ng about the end ot Comrcualst 
eubver•loa and aggreaaloo lo the area. We soek the full aod effective 
restoration ot the International &gamen.ts algned in Geneva lo l 954. with 
re•pect to South Vietnam, and again at G«tnova In 1962, with respect to 
Laos. 



ut recomrn1tt1d a fte1olu.tion •zpaieaelcg the support of the Cong~••• for 
all neceeaafy acdol\ to protect our armed tore•• and to a••lst' caUoa._ 
covered by tho SEATO Treaty. Ac the same time, l assure the Co111reae 
that we ehaU conUnuo readily to explore any a:venues of political aol\ltlo·n 
that will eftectlvely guarantee tho removal of Comm.\Udat •ubveraion 
and· tbe ·preservation of the ID.depen4enc• of the nations of tho area. 

u1t eouJ.d ata.te in the simplest torma tho ~eaolve aud aupport of the 
Congr••• for action to deal appropriately wf.tb attack• agaloat our armed. 

1 forces and to detond freedom am preserve peac::e la Soutbeaat Aala bt 
accordance with the obUgatlona of tho Uolted State• under tbe Southea•t 
Ada Treaty . .. 

.Mea sage to . Congroa• 
Auguat 5, 1964 



TO: MAC 

FR1M: LIZ 

TH E WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

/ 
~ 

HERE' a the 
11
try" and the nresul t." 

Such a venture would have to originate with 

the President's desire for her to go, I 

believe. ~ell him and ~B you can sell 

her. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 29, 1965 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: MRS. JOHNSON 

FROM: LIZ CARPENTER 

MacGeorge Bundy asked me to explore with you the possibility 
of your taking on two foreign visits in view of the President being 
tied here with other matters: 

1) To four or five African countries which would reap 
"terrific benefits, 11 he said, "for the U.S."; 

2) To Latin America 

3) To Asia 

Mac said they would be purposeful state visits, with 
dedication of dams, opening of schools, etc. 

He doesn't want to begin exploring it unless you feel you could 
undertake thei:;n but he feels strongly it would help the USA position 
in these s tr ate gic areas. 

I asked him if the Administration's position on travel would preclude 
them. He said of course you couldn 1t go to Western Europe, but 
these would be foreign missions in other parts of the world. 

Mac would like to get one on the drawing board if you can give 
him any green light. 
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