
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 29, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I apologize for having delayed in sending you 
this weekly report. The initial cable was 
garbled, and then when there was a correction 
I was slow in getting it up to you. I think 
you will want at least to skim it before Max 
Taylor comes in. I marked the more 
interesting paragraphs, although I think you 
have already learned of them from other 
sources. 

McG. B. 

SEGRE'f WODIS 
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GENERAL TAYLOR 1S WEEKLY REPORT 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

This has been a pleasantly quiet week both in a military and in a political 
sense. Viet Cong units country-wide appeared to be avoiding contact 
with government forces as their activity dropped to the lowest level since 
the lunar New Year (early February). There were no large-scale Viet 
Cong attacks and only two district towns were fired on during the week. 

/

For the first time in my memory, during the last week all three of the 
principal indicators of military activity - - killed in action, prisoners 
captured, and weapons lost to the enemy -- have been favorable to the 
government. 

Evidence of arms infiltration from Hanoi increased in this period. Thanks 
in one case to information given·by a Viet Cong defector and in another 
case to timely intelligence, arms caches were uncovered in the Vung Ro 
area near the bay where the arms ship was found last month, and in a motorized 
wooden vessel earring quantities of arms sunk by government forces at a 
point off Quang Tri. 

Government operations were maintained at a high level, although contacts 
with the enemy were fewer than the week before. USAF B-57 's attacked 
Viet Cong targets every day of the week with evidence of favorable results. 

)

The pacification indicators also took a favorable turn. In II Corps area, 
there was a marked decrease in the number of Viet Cong incidents, attribut­
able in part to U. S. and Vietnamese air operations. In Binh Dinh province, 
visible progress was made in caring for the refugees. Work has started 
on eleven new refugee centers and the province chief has recruited several 
hundred refugees for the regional and popular forces. The units formed 
from these recruits will accompany the refugees when they are able to 
return to their villages or are resettled in new locations. Pacification 

)progress elsewhere in South Vietnam was as uneven as usual. 

In the political sphere, Quat continued to exhibit understanding of the 
importance of building up his public image. During the early part of the 
week, he spent a good deal of time meeting with and entertaining the provincial 
officials convened in Saigon for a "National Administrative Congress." While 
it is too early to assess the results of the Congress, it provided a unique 
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opportunity for each province to air its problems and hopes before 
responsible Saigon authorities and thus to reestablish badly needed com­
munication between Saigon and the provincial administrations. Also, Quat 
is spending two days in centTal Vietnam this week on a personal inspec­
tion of the refugee situation there and establishing political contact in Hue 
and Danang, the traditional center of political turbulence in South Vietnam. 
I expect to join him in Danang Wednesday for a visit to the aircraft 
carrier Coral Sea off the coast and to our Marines in Danang. 

The Armed Forces Council met over the week end to consider changes 
in the high command. Although Quat has told me that no decisions have 
been taken, the press and our informants have it that the Council confirmed 
General "Little" Minh as Commander-in-Chief (he holds this post now on an 
"Acting" basis), selected General Huynh Van Cao as Chief of the Joint 
General Staff and is about to recommend several other changes. If these 
appointments materialize, they place Catholic generals in the three top 
military positions (the third being General Thieu, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Armed Forces Minister). This could stimulate a reaction from the 
Buddhist Institute, and we have reports that the Armed Forces Council 
have sent representatives to discuss the matter with Institute leaders. 
Except for Cao whose ability to fill ·the job of Chief of Staff is questionable, 
we would take no is sue with the reported changes. 

Despite the apparently improved Catholic position within the military 
establishment, we have begun to receive some indications that the militant 
northern refugee Cttholics are becoming more and more restless at what 
they consider to be the growing alliance between the Buddhist Institute and 
Generals Thi and Ky, I Corps and Air Force Commanders respectively. 
We will take more soundings among these Catholic Groups in order to monitor 
their feelings and intentions as closely as we can. 

If the Catholics are getting increasingly restless, it is perhaps understandable 
that the Buddhist Institute continues to be relatively tranquil. The Institute 
had a national conference last week and, as far as we can determine from 
talking to key leaders, they agreed that Quang Lien should cease his involve­
ment in the peace movement he initiated (although Quang Lien reportedly 
believes the conference did not take such a hard and fast decision). Institute 
leaders also decided that they should concentrate on internal Buddhist 
organizational and program matters, avoiding politics unless "directly 
threatened. 11 They seem reasonably satisfied with Quat for the time being 
and may be willing to stick to propagating the Dharma. Time will tell. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 26, 1965 

MEMORANDUM F OR 

THE PRESIDENT 

T his is designed t o be as friendly as poss ible 
without actually saying anything that can bite 
us later. All the experts on Sukarno say that 
this kind of butter is worth it, and I have been 
over it with a fine tooth comb to m~ke sure that 
there is nothing in it that we could not defend 
as routine diplomatic chatter. 

~vf. ~ 
McG. B . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 26 1 1965 

Dear Mr. President: 

It is most kind of you to receive Ambassador Bunker on such 
short notice. He is one of my most trusted advisers on. inter­
national relations 1 and you can rely on him as a man of great 
judgment and discretion. 

I hope that in the course of his ·visit to Indonesia he will have 
a chance to have frank talks with you and with members of your 
Government. I further trust that through such conversations 1 

as well as with the help and guidance of our good friend 
Ambassador Jones, we Will be able to gain better insights into · 
the problems before our two countries. Such talks can help 
both of us in the search for the bes t possible basis for future 
friendly relations between our countries. I shall look forward 
with the greatest interest to Ambas sador Bunker• s repo rt of 
your views and his advice on future policy. 

Let me take this opportunity, Mr. President, to extend m y 
best wishes for your health and happiness. 

H .. ~ Excellency 
L :: . Sukarno 
PrE; sident of the Republic of Indonesia 
Djakarta 
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March· Z6. 1965 · 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PBESmENT 

l think the NSC meetlns today ebould be devoted centrally to 
Vietnam~ and that it w.W.d be belptul at this pobtt tor all preeent 
to takO. a deep tweath and lietea to ea~h other for about a ba1£ 
hour ln a review of the sltuatloa aa it QOW etu.da. Ac:cot'dinslY• 
I have asked lohn McCone to dlacusa the: eituatloa. ·10, So\lth Vlemam 
and the attitudes of the maJor ~ommoaialt powel's. l bave aeked 
Dean. Rusk to follow Oil with a dltcuaston of the politlcal and 
diplomatic alt\Jl.tloa, and l. have aaked Bob McNamara to wind up 
with a comment from tb..e military side. -

The gl'oup. althoujb care!ttlly aelected .. will be quite large, aad· 
I doubt U la Ude sroup ya.a will wlah to 10 beyond tbe line you have 
taken wi.tb. tb..e Goverao_.a &Ad la your Cabinet statement yeate!'day. 
(The lact of a J>C*•lble longer atai.ment or epeec.h le belna as 
ti1btly held •• we know bow. ) 

Tbls meetlna i• the tlti•t foti .:Goveraor El.linpon &ad ·the 1a8t for 
Douala• Dillon, ud you may wish to say a word ·abwt ee.ch ~ 
them. 

McG. B. 
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NA TJONA.t. SECURITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

March 16, 1965 .. 1:15 

VIETNAM 

1. lfttelllpace review • Dl~ectol' · ot Central lateUlgeace 

a. The •ltuatlcm la Soldb Vletu.m 
/ 

b. Eatlmatea .of Comm.uatet·reactlon. ·an4·latent .-. 
Haaol. Pekha1 and Moacow 

2. Tbe political and 4lplomatlc eltuatlou • The Secretary of State 

3. TJle ·mllltary eltuatlon-· Secretary of Defense 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 2 6, 1965 

THE PRESIDENT 

H this is no of my business, 
this whole pap , but I that you saw 
Korry today, an think you may be interested 
in the attached me orandum from Bob Komer 

McG. B. 
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THE WHll'E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 24, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Cy Vance and the Republicans' Gas Warfare Letter 

1. Bob McNamara being swamped, he had Cy Vance go and 
deal with the six young Republicans today. Vance and I coordinated 
fully on his attack, and he has just reported that N. ilti:t },e t;1tst after 
a SO-minute session, he has gotten four of them to agree that they 
have nothing more to say about it -- Lindsay, Morse, Broomfield, 
and Horton. Tupper and Mathias did not commit themselves. 

2. Vance was armed with evidence that police units in most 
of their states have these riot-control gases in hand for possible use, 
including the so-called nausea gas. He told them flatly that in his 
judgment, the use of the term 0 gas warfare" by supposedly responsible 
members of Congress was damaging to the national interest. He 
reports that they were defensive in tone in their replies. Their main 
argument was simply that decisions with such political overtones 
should have been reviewed by political authorities. Vance said there 
was never a war that had closer political supervision, and that these 
were riot-control agents which no one in his right mind should call 
gas warfare. Vance went armed with copies of British editorials 
defending our position and says that these were effective. 

3. Vance learned that Morse had been given "unshirted hell" 
by Bates of Massachusetts, and that the others had been similarly 
treated by Les Arends. 

4. Our plan now is that a formal answer to their letter to you 
will be made by the Department of Defense in a short and straight­
f~rward way, and without publicity. If you prefer a different handling, 
you have only to say so. 

McG. B. 



Qtongre~~ of tbe llniteb 6tate~ 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Jlouse of l\eprestntatibel 
alubfngton, •· C. 
March 23, 1965 

The introduction of gas warfare in Vietnam is deplorable even 
though the chemicals used are non-lethal. We urgently request that you 
order an imnediate halt to the practice. 

The use of gas in Vietnam is directly counter to the purpose 
of U.S. policy in Vietnam and Southeast Asia: 

1) Gas warfare, regardless of its intensity, is so abhorrent 
to all peoples that its introduction inevitably will help turn world 
public . opinion against the United States. The valid and important reasons 
for the United States coamitment to the integrity of South Vietnam and the 
fact of North Vietnamese aggression may become of less importance to world 
opinion than the fact that gas has been used. World public opinion is par• 
ticularly important in Vietnam now because it may play a large role in con­
vincing North Vietnam to end its aggression and lo seek a negotiated settle­
ment which maintains the integrity of South Vietnam. 

2) The United States introduction of gas warfare in Vietnam 
makes it less likely that North Vietnam will end its aggression and seek 
a negotiated settlement. The Administration has repeatedly stated that its 
policy goal was to induce North Vietnam to end its support to the Viet Cong 
guerrillas in the South. Obviously, the air strikes against the North have 
been designed to convince Hanoi that it would pay a heavy price if it chose 
to continue. Obviously also, the Administration policy requires the govern­
ment to determine clearly which potential U.S. military actions can serve as 
a psychological inducement to end the war and which can become a psychological 
incentive to continue it. Nothing in warfare is as emotionally charged as 
the introduction of gas, and Hanoi's psychological reaction will no doubt be 
an increased desire to fight. , 

3) The introduction of gas warfare by the United States in Vietnam 
will intensify anti-American feelings throughout Asia. Americans, it must be 
remembered, are not native to Asia -- and the war in Vietnam, according to 
C0111DUnist propaganda, ia a war against the white man. We have thought that 
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The President -2- March 23, 1965 

~e~ause the United States has no long · record of colonial rule in Asia that 
we might escape the anti-white man problem which beset the French. But by 
the introduction of gas warfare, the United States may have united all the 
?eoples of Asia against us as cruel and inhumane oppressors. 

4) The use of gas warfare in Vietnam will make more difficult 
cooperation from other governments to share with the United States the burdens 
of Vietnam. If a government in the past has not been willing to share our 
burdens, it surely would be less likely to do so now that by our actions 
chemical warfare has been introduced. 

5) Because of the introduction of gas in Vietnam, other governments 
which may in the future need help to thwart Comnunist guerrilla warfare will 
fear to ask for American involvement. No government is likely to view the 
use of gas on its own population as a desirable means of preserving its inde­
pendence. The fact that the gas is non-lethal is technically important, but 
it is psychologically insignificant. 

6) The use of gas in Vietnam does not serve important military 
ends -- in fact, it thwarts on~ of our most basic military purposes. We have 
been told time and again that the key to military success in Vietnam was the 
allegiance of the village peasant -- that if the peasant felt secure !n the 
protection of the Saigon government and the U.S. forces he would turn the Viet 
Cong infiltrator away and victory for the government would be inminent. But 
ir gas is used against an entire village, exposing innocent civili~ns as well 
as Viet Cong, how can the village peasant develop any sense of allegiance to, 
or feeling of security in, forces which use gas against him? It is patently 
obvious that the result would be the opposite. 

7) The use of non-lethal gas in Vietnam under United States super­
vision invites retaliation in the use of lethal gas against American troops. 
'nle onus in gas warfare rests with those who begin it, and retaliation, in 
public opinion, may seem reasonably justifiable. Furthermore, the distinction 
becween lethal and non-lethal gases, while of the highest importance, is not 
liable to be appreciated by the public. They are likely to think only that 
the United States used gas and now it is getting it in return. Finally, it is 
~bvious that any retaliation will probably come against American forces, in 
order to emphasize the "war against the white man" theme and to help unite iall 
Vietnamese against the "foreign oppressor". 

8) The use of gas in Vietnam comes at the very moment when there are 
new reports of Nasser's experimentation with gas warfare in the Yemen, thus 
denying the West the power of moral suasion to prevent inhumane practices by 
others. 

We urge you to call an iumediate halt to the use of gas in Vietnam. 

~'~ 
M.C. 



TH E WHITE HOUSE 

WA SHINGTON 

-BEC'.REI March 24, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Your meeting with Ambassador Bunker, today at 1 p. m. 

1. Ambassador Bunker is seeing you at 1 p. m. today in 
connection with his mission to Indonesia. He is seeking general 
guidelines from you on the purpose of his trip. He will be leaving 
for Djakarta this weekend and will probably stay for a week or 
ten days. 

2. As you know, Bunker was deeply involved in the Indonesian 
problem when he served successfully as United Nations Mediator for 
the West Irian (West New Guine~) dispute between the Indonesians 
and the Dutch in 1962. He is devoting this week to an intensive up­
dating on the current state of U. S. -Indonesia relations. 

3. We would suggest that you stress the following points in 
your talk with the Ambassador: 

( 1) It is clearly in our interest to do what we can to 
arrest Indonesia's apparent drift into the Communist camp under 
the auspices of the Indonesian Communist Party (PKI ). At stake 
are 100 million people, vast potential resources, and a strategically 
important chain of islands. 

(2) There is disagreement both in our Djakarta Embassy 
and in Washington as to (a) Sukarno's real intentions; (b) the Inda 
power balance between Communists and non-Communists; and (c) 
what the U.S. can and should do -- some recommend a "deep freezerr 
for Sukarno &: Co. ; others believe in a continued effort to win back 
their interest and friendship. You want his best judgment on 
these points. 

(3) You would therefore like him to consult in depth 
with Ambassador Jones, with other members of the Country Team, 
with Sukarno, and with a broad spectrum of top Indonesian officials. 
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MEMORANDUM TO THE Pl\BSU>ENT 

SU~OTt Noit•Mllltuy Actlona-lo South: Vk~ 

1. Thl• 11 • tmin.nuy ver•1on. .ot the aort-dlltary actlone 
eu~••ntly 1Dldett dla·<:\laalon fo~ Vletum. Tb4 whole· pacbg• I• -ow 
being revl•••d by Emba••Y satsoa• · u waa done· \O'lth the· Johneoa 
i-eeommendatf.one. A.a aga-ee4 package .. ah0\1ld be a by-Foduct of 
Taylor'• ·Vl•tt. ara.d might ev•n be achieved hetote· th.eta. 

a .. My pet»tonal 'vlew ls tbat wlth truly -.oud.v• 1ea&titahlp 
and a strong elto~ thW(Nlhout the cO'\Ultly team. we ••ally could 
Jnlke eub•tantial pstop:••• o"~ a ll•month period. I also be1leve . 
that oui- cu»reat poll.de• ts.alt -wt.a .- that rnuc;h time, lf ti.y an· 

- •klllf'Jlly and cudvlly •pplt•<!• The. «*6 thins w have nove~ had 
oui the.re l• a fully c~dllAated u. s. e!lo•t uttde·• the lciade.i-ahlp 
·of an Amba•sado• who \Ulder-atood the eaaenttally political nature 
of the pitoblem :and ~•d hlmaeit to decenualtud aetion. with 
u. s. advtee.. aaala~c.. e:od •upport at overr leVil .. 

3. I have :tbo11ght about practicWly aotbllll ••cept the r.ar.n1t 
you mentioned to ma thl• aftll-Jloon. ·~at haV6 • fct•Uns .tha.t if tbl• 
mu could be stw• an o~ntional Cblef ·of Staff llke lotm MeNaushtOtl 
(whom ho l• aald to like Mld l"e•pest. va~y hlply). with Aluls JC>hb•oit 
u hls 9olltlcal deputy. w• jut mlgbt have W.· risht t•am.. l.f McNaughtOA 
went bt tlda capolty,. monover .• w. might eaetly co1Wt1ztt Bob McNamu:a. 



lfe&.'M!lt!!!t,A«ili-.. 111, 86--Vtei~(~ .V:~oa) 
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liatlotiale -

The wa ln Sou.th ~letnam oast ~ won only lf ndlltay aotloae ar• aUppl~•bWd 
by the)" whlcil will glvo the ·people• stake hf the p7oud•• amd £nit• d an 
•U.ctlva. •~b.1•, no~..-C.omnuudet IOM•nmeut. The lol~owtns actlona la 
the poUtlcal-..,coaomtc~aoelat sap'bel!• ate. the major pH•eut 'Vi•~• element• 
of 1ucb a aupplementaq progfttn. :But a few loltla.1 woJt·d• ol cauticm 

I are nec:eaeuy: 

•· Evett ft tmpl•meltWtl i~zrHullately, mo•t ot the i>•oa•ama ~ 
•~ona Uated below will take many niolUb• to ba dfacti\rt (months which; 
hoptf~ty. can be· bO\liht wlth c.ur"nt us and GVN tnUituy p•oa•ame). 

~. No~• of th6 p210gn.m• ha• beec costed in'.tei'tt1• of elthe~ mwey 
-o• thallpG\Ve~ (lt l• WKteitstoo·d that then ls no r•.•t.rictlon on v •. s. doila••• 
but 1~ cu•..,,.~y aua !Jlltlpt>Wel' coat• may i-ov• ·~o.ublee~) •. 

ce. Som.• ot. -~ proai'am• wlll lst'l~w a H.de41'ltioo ot Depa~l 
#e..apmudblUtle• aQd a tew may l'equli-e additional logl~1attcm. 

~. /. 

tts Ac~oa· <Mt&-~of ~cb ~9!!~ GVN Ac'J!!t.Ui~-~ Ill f!Ot com•atl~} 

i. Eatablieh us &tenge-ncy Action Ot!oup.. udeit a clvlllah <lhld~""Stafl·type. 
tn Saigon to aul.Jio• . eoo~te And; wbe:re aece•aaJty., foUow . .-.up paciflcatloo 
ope .. atlone. L.Tbte xnay be the ~_, to eUectl.a lmpl•mentadon of \'liitually 
atl ptos•a.u.i• and actions· below:_./. 

a. A.alp US aotloa otac•it• tu.J.l•tlme· to Viet p0Ut1cal and tellal·OUS groupe 
and to ic..y GVN offletala •nd mtnlstnes. £. .... Tho best poseible oaadidatea 
for the•• •••lgnineJit• should be found, whetbez- they a_.• already aealaaed 
to Vi•titam «>I' not..). 

. " . ' "~- };\., 

i. .lmprov1 mOMtUT aad cueer ben•fits to US pe••on•l •••rinl ln VI.._ 
to uaia~• that the beet po.aalble otacer• ue ..-ec•ulted ~d will •~%0 fo~ 
utende-d tQur•. /}bf.• wlU ~obably l'equire additional: leglslatlon._J 

4. Adopt esat1ntlale_ of the Rowan. Report ·on lntonnatlon and pay.chologlcal -
wai-tue. but wltbout addltlonal UStA •PFoprlatioiUI. 

SEGllET 

DECLASSIFIED 
. E.O. 12958, ~ec~ 3.5 . . 
·NSC Meino, 1/30/95; State Dep~ Gwdelines 
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&.. i.e• lmpona.t. v#ogtlame: 

-.. Es~ah te~i.i-a-.pSW:.:ln- s.lgoa. 

· tt~ la.er.••• . .,•ftaMlonat Vo~ ~rnettt actl~ ad ...... ~~:W;,td 
·(oapa,c;Wiy Atlu) Pe..-~·~ aetlVlty at V11ia.-~1evf1l. ~- ··, 

~ c. 0..aud•• VS.GVN ~••'41~· Teams .to <:ope on qalek·ft~ ba•l•-Wltb 
war damage. floods, em•l+P#OY '*~fugee P•~hlimS~_ ••~· 

fJ'f'N.t+C:h!• -t~o•tfff' Whlch BeS!llr• Ul~•-••••!,.on .@,~alatawace .toj _~ PD!• 
6., Delq•tlon ol gr.eatett JOWt• to ._ Province: Chl·ef1 •• uratutlett .-swltttl 

poUtloat.eoonomtc: and pu~Utary •••,oa•llilW.tl•• £21~ .. ~gaa to the Prevtiu:•·• •• 
<1*-vtlop p0pU'.lar ••C.Ultr lo:r<to«1 and cl .. c adlon Pl'Opama baMd .Oil m. .. vfl.Ja1e ! 

ao.d .Uittrict •• p¥ovlde P~ovince Chief• with co.mmad. -..t eontwol. ewer a 
ue-ce1u1~ ~mwn ~ot rctgul# mtllta.17 fo~ct• (bl most lnetu.cct• · am:Mttz;.s 
t• 1 o• I bau.llon•):. CThl• will alao •tq,Ql••· VS 'admtalettt-.tlve ha Jutltd.ic• 
tle•l mocllflcadou..Ji' . .. . 

7.. lt•tablt•h a· nattooal •atto~• oi-· c;·ndo-•poalttve. ..rm.c:t. "*••obltlODdfi' •• 1 
develop a•-••• J>Olltical ha•• aad.lndeotrinatloa. aroP-~• to cha••t•U eleme:nt• 
oi 'the po~tton. .c&Wlttrt •• -.n a• mttttpy. L -..s. .. •etd ftWl do• ·~ · 
OS a~ea CIA help b\f.t lntpetut· .-d ldeat m•4'tbe &66lduely "'~tzaam•qJ .. 

- . 
a. l.llstltu~ economic w~ program• a1J*t1u1t.. VG•hald ar•aa • . Cwe ud 

a. GVN may~ finaadug m~h of the tuau.-gtDoy_/. -

;. --vi.Uee Chvr Hot ((ltfe.:toi-) p•oa•am~ CN• pr·ognm bl.• lacked 
&11111.ateut u. s. pnaeue ud -auppon.J. 

lO. i..wch tvae·••• Ngh. ntority p»opatn of poUticttl tuad •octal ACtl.~n 1n C01$••on ... wlth Nf~_... ~TIUi W&* coutd· be· lo•t lf tbe· welo-• p~obl•tta 
l•Aubbed~L · 

1:1. SOmeWiit.t lets critlcah 

a. Reduce draft •P f#om. ZO to 11 Y••• ... l)O&t-.s•l"Yl• vocationl 
and e:duc.Uoraal bene.ftt•~ .., 

b.. a.ctnas le&ltlmate Monta.par4 ·polltlt:al and lconomlc gri•vaacee • 

. . "' 



· c.. .~4 nt.l:_Aft4 .. ml>_. •~to/8oclai p)fogranl• («.I•-. 
1'od ~!it•· 10\Y~.t .~--ilog).. . .-~ .. · ;:: · · · ._· : ~~~ ... --

" ..... 
~ ~ .)..;_ "\. 

~ lmpJ'cwed pay-. •edUltm•nt pitocedGtt• .pd •i•a,·!i*~ local 
.offid·al• and to•chttt•· ' . . . . 

•· Bxpail.d. Pollet tt•o.~ ss~ooo to 13, oo·O} • • lmpwiov4t thlnlug a.a ' 
o•aamutlol\ ot .Specttl SfaU~ .... cnate natf.qn$1 co .... w•aplooage org&i\ID.d.01a •• 
revta• IPdsU.ng lesal •nnaemltit9wblch1-Ulfd- zeteutlon ~ve aue:pect•. 
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March 24. 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO· THE P.BESIDENT· 

Since the Uc~* accOGnt o! what Wilson 
said about M~ Taylor•a: alleged statement 
was misleadlag. I think you. may msh to 
read the attached ,sheet which was what 
he· actually aaid. Hl• ·language was not 
flawleaa. but I do AOt think that la tbla ease 
he waa setting hlmeelf up aa Max's 
goYenaeaa. The statement attdbuted to 
Taylor did eOUD.d .u if he was talld.ng of 
unlimited escalatioZl •·• wbtch of c-oune 
ho was not. 

McG. B. 

·• -· v · 





THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

March 23, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: What we now know on gas (leaving aside the loose 
end on nausea gas) 

1. The riot-<:ontrol gases used in Vietnam are standard is sue 
for all U. S. troops with riot-control missions, and authority 
to use them has been delegated to subordinate commanders for many 
years. 

2. These gases are also standard issue under Military 
Assistance Programs to frien·dly troops with riot-control missions. 

3. These gases are non-lethal and their effects are temporary. 
They are totally different from the poison gases against which 
international conventions and humanitarian feeling are directed. 

4. There are three known uses of these riot-control gases in 
Vietnam (two cases were in efforts by Vietnamese troops to rescue 
U.S. advisors -- this is a good point at home, but not abroad). 

5. There has been absolutely no NSC discussion of this problem 
precisely because riot-control gases are standard equipment. 
There has been no proposal at any time for the use of poison gas 
in this theater 'or elsewhere. 

6. Finally, these gases are precisely analogous to those used 
by police forces all over the world. 

McG. B. 





THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

SEGRE! 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Your meeting with Foreign Secretary Michael Stewart 

1. Dean Rusk says that Stewart may raise the subject of ) 
gas with you, and I attach another copy of my earlier memorandum .(Jl\ B A 
The ticker says that Wilson is instructing the Foreign Secretary 
to raise the point over here. 

2. Dean Rusk says that 'the dangling point on the diplomatic 
track is that the British still wish to take some political step of 
their own, such as a message to the members of the Geneva 
Conference. Rusk is opposing this and sugges ting that "fie might 
well make a statement of our own views to the British or to a wider 
group. This point remains open, and he thinks that you may wish 
to stay out of it with Stewart and talk it over with him (Rusk) 
at lunch. The re st of the case is as set forth in my memorandum 
of last night, a copy of which is at Tab B.. 

McG. B. 

'}-8-17 
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MEM.ORANDUM TO THJC ·paESinENT 

SUBJECT: . 'Vbat we now b9W on gu (leaving aside the loos4 
•nd on uaucea :;=.a) 

1. The riot-control ga.sea uaod in Vietnam uo eta.n.dat'd l zuue 
!or all u .. s. troop•. with riot.control rni•olona, and authority 
to use them has ~eea .delepted to subordlaate conimandera tor many 
years. 

2. These · gases are also standard ita\le undeJP· ).tJ.Utar.y· 
Aaaist&Aco Progi-ama to friendly troops wlt:b riot.control m1saiona. 

l. Thcso gases a.re non-lotbnl aa.d theti-- Otiects are temporary. 
They arc totally different from the potao~ ga••• agalo•t which 
international convention• &Ad bumaaltarian feeling are directed. . 

, · 

···-
4. There ere tb%'ce· known. uaoa o! th••<s riot•control game a in 

Viet:um (two cases were tn ef:fo-ru by .Viataamese troop& to ~•:ac:ue 
u. S. advi•ors •• tl\le ls a;- good point at ~;i•• .'l>Ut not abrOAd). :·.·. 

s. Thei-e hae· been absolu.btly no NSC dl•c=ueaion ot this prol>le:n 
procioely·becauee riot•control. gasoa are •tan.du'd equipment. · . 
Thero baa been no proposal at any tlfr'<• for tho uae of poison ia• 
>A this theater. or elaewbore • . · · ' · · , ... 

.. , ~- ., .. 

6. Finally_. thaso ga.sa• nr-e pre~l•oly an.alogoua to thoee \1Hd 
by poU.ce force• all · over the world. . 
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ESE~WATI~ 

WASH I NG TON 

aECRET March 22, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Your meeting with Foreign Secretary Michael Stewart 
of Great Britain, Tuesday, March 23, 11 :30 a. m. 

1. Stewart's conversations with Dean Rusk so far have produced 
only one serious question -- the political problem of the Wilson Govern­
ment in holding to its present support for us in Vietnam. Dean is 
planning to talk some more with the British before Stewart comes in, 
and this memo may be outdated by tomorrow, though I doubt it. 

2. The British tell ~s -- and David Bruce agrees -- that their 
present position is not tenable without some slight help from us. 
As David Bruce puts it, the Prime Minister is being strongly criticized, 
not only by his Left but by his Center. He is accused of uncritical support 
for a U. S. position about which he is uninformed. It is asserted that 
he has deserted his principles to curry favor with the President, who 
in return has allowed it to be known that the Prime Minister will be 
an unwelcome visitor in April. The cooler men in the. Labor Party, 
as distinct from the Left Wing wild men, are said to be losing their 
patience. 

3. All this of course is a wild misstatement of the existing 
situation. None of it takes account of the very great damage which 
Wilson did to himself by his outrageous phone call to you -- a phone call 
which has never been publicized. But Bruce impresses it on me that 
the existing situation in the Labor Party is real. 

4. In this situation one course might be to let the wretched 
Labor Party struggle with its own political problems, on the ground that 
Wilson's troubles are of his own making, not ours. The difficulty with 

this course is that since Wilson prefers his own suriz:ival to solidarity 
with us, he would be mortally tempted to begin to make critical noises 
about us, thus appealing both to his own party and to the natural 
nationalism of many independent Englishmen. This would not be 
helpful to Wilson in the long run, but it would not be helpful to us either, 
as the history of Diefenbaker proves. (Wilson and Diefenbaker have 
about the same amount of internal sweetness.) When we fall out with 
Prime Ministers, it's usually painted as our fault. 



~-RET -2- 3/22/65 

5. The alternative is to see what is the least we can offer 
the British in return for continued solidarity in support of the 
essentials of our policy in Vietnam. David Bruce thinks this necessary 
minimum is simply that we should join them in saying publicly that 
there is a full and continuous exchange of views and of information 
at all levels between our two Governments on this important issue. 
Then we can put on some parsley about how glad we are to have 
Mr. Stewart and how much we look forward to the Prime Minister's 
visit. In return, the British should undertake not to advocate 
negotiations and not to go back on their existing announced approval 
of our present course of act?-on. They should limit themselves to 
expressions of hope that a path to a peaceful settlement will come, 
plus expressions of alertness, as Co-Chairman of the Geneva Conference, 
to any opportunities for peaceful settlement which may develop in the 
future. Bruce thinks that this position will not be easy for Wilson, 
but that he will find it distinctly preferable to a split with us at this time. 

6. David and I have been up and down this problem for an hour 
this afternoon, and this is our joint recommendation. I will telephone 
and ask for your views in the morning, and on the basis of what you 
tell me, I will then do a one -page paper for your use with Stewart. 
Bruce and I believe that you can be most candid and effective with him 
if you see him entirely alone, but the meeting can be of any size that 
you choose. It need not take more than 20 minutes, and the smaller 
it is the shorter it can be. Our talking paper will cover the stupid fuss 
over gas, which should not have occurred, as well as press reports of 
a far -out statement on "escalation without limit" by Max Taylor. 

McG. B. 

r SECRET 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 23, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

The Investment Bankers Association of America 
has asked me to address its spring meeting at 
the Greenbrier on May 6 and 7. I am inclined 
not to do this because I have already accepted 
too many Spring speaking engagements - -
at Johns Hopkins, Cal Tech, Notre Dame, and 
Harvard. But if you think I ought to balance 
the ticket and talk to some non- students - -
or if you wish to show a little White House 
attention to this crowd, I will be glad to add this 
one. These are the money-men, more so than 
straight bankers on one side or straight business 
men on the other. 

McG. B. 

Yes 

No 
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MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

March 22, 1965 

SUBJECT: Your meeting with Foreign Secretary Michael Stewart 
of Great Britain, Tuesday, March 23, 11 :30 a. m. 
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1. Stewart's conversations with Dean Rusk so far have produced 
only one serious question -- the political problem of the Wilson Govern­
ment in holding to·its present support for us in Vietnam. Dean is 
planning to talk some more with the British before Stewart comes in, 
and this memo may be outdated by tomorrow, though I doubt it. 

2. The British tell us -- and David Bruce agrees -- that their 
present position is not tenable without some slight help from us. 
As David Bruce puts it, the Prime Minister is being strongly criticized, 
not only by his Left but by his Center. He is accused of uncritical support 
for a U. S. position about which he is uninformed. It is asserted that 
he has deserted his principles to curry favor with the President, who 
in return has allowed it to be known that the Prime Minister will be 
an unwelcome visitor in April. The cooler men in the Labor Party, 
as distinct from the Left Wing wild men, are said to be losing their 
patience. 

3. A1il. this of course is a wild misstatement of the existing 
situation. None of it takes account of the very great damage which 
Wilson did to himself by his outrageous phone call to you -- a phone call 
which has never been publicized. But Bruce impresses it on me that 
the existing situation in the Labor Party is real. 

4. In this situation one course might be to let the wretched 
Labor Party struggle with its own political problems, on the ground that 
Wilson's troubles are of his own making, not ours. The difficulty with 

this course is that since Wilson prefers his own surii:ival to solidarity 
with us, he would be mortally tempted to begin to make critical noises 
about us, thus appealing both to his own party and to the natural 
nationalism of many independent Englishmen. This would not be 
helpful to Wilson in the long run, but it would not be helpful to us either, 
as the history of Diefenbaker proves. (Wilson and Diefenbaker have 
about the same amount of internal sweetness.) When we fall out with 
Prime Ministers, it's usually painted as our fault. 

S~CRE'i' 
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5. The alternative is to see what is the least we can offer 
the British in return for continued solidarity in support of the 
essentials of our policy in Vietnam. David Bruce thinks this necessary 
minimum is simply that we should join them in saying publicly that 
there is a full and continuous exchange of views and of information 
at all levels between our two Governments on this important issue. 
Then we can put on some parsley about how glad we are to have 
Mr. Stewart and how much we look forward to the Prime Minister's 
visit. In return, the British should 6ndertake not to advocate 
negotiations and not to go back on their existing announced approval 
of our present course of action. They should limit themselves to 
expressions of hope that a path to a peaceful settlement will come, 
plus expressions of alertness, as Co-Chairman of the Geneva Conference, 
to any opportunities for peaceful settlement which may develop in the 
future. Bruce thinks that this position will not be easy for Wilson, 
but that he will find it distinctly preferable to a split with us at this time. 

6. David and I have been up and down this problem for an hour 
this afternoon, and this is our joint recommendation. I will telephone 
and ask for your views in the morning, and on the basis of what you 
tell me, I will then do a one -page paper for your use with Stewart. 
Bruce and I believe that you can be most candid and effective with him 
if you see him entirely alone, but the meeting can be of any size that 
you choose. It need not take more than 20 minutes, and the smaller 
it is the shorter it can be. Our talking paper will cover the stupid fuss 
over gas, which should not have occurred, as well as press reports of 
a far-out statement on "escalation without limit" by Max Taylor. 

McG. B. 

SEGRE! 



THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WA S H I N G T O N 

.. GONFIDEt'tTI A I I --.. March 22, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Nominee for African Bureau 

1. You asked me last week for a nominee to run the African 
Bureau. After hard and careful thought I have one nominee. It is 
Bob Komer. 

2. Komer is by far the ablest man who has touched the 
African problem in recent years. He has energy and brains and 
judgment. He understands both the realities of power and those of 
African nationalism. He works well not only with the State Depart­
ment but also with Defense and CIA. He has and deserves a 
reputation for effective loyalty to two Presidents. He would be 
recognized in the Department of State as a Johnson man. 

3. The only hitch is that we would lose him here. But I 
honestly believe that in a decently organized world an Assistant 
Secretary can do a lot more, day in and out, than an NSC staff officer. 
The proof of this fact is in the revolution in Latin American affairs 
since you put them in order under Tom Mann. Komer could do the 
same thing in Africa, and there is literally no one in the Career 
Foreign Service who would have his abilities right away on this front. 

4. I think you would find a warm response to this suggestion 
from George Ball and, to a slightly lesser degree, from Dean Rusk. 
I know it would be welcomed by McNamara and around the town generally. 
McNamara has indeed been trying to get Komer as John McNaughton's 
deputy, but the African Bureau is a much more important assignment. 
Indeed, if you don't want Bob for the African job, then I would hope that 
we could keep him here and not let him go to McNaughton. 

5. I will leave this one in your hands for discussion with 
Dean Rusk if you think it worth puEsuing. But if for some reason 
you do not approve of it, I would be grateful if you check the box below 
because then I will want to come back at you about the problem of 
keeping Komer here, as against the possibility in the Pentagon. 

McG. B. 

This doesn't interest me -----



March zz,, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT· 

SUBJECT: Letter from Prime Min.later Eshkol 

I attach at Tab A. a letter f~om Prime Mbdster 
Eehlc.01. together with a draft answer at Tab B .. 
I think tb.e Eahkol letter la an unusually. uacle·rstandl.ng 
one, and t ban tried to answer· it ln the same spirit. 
whlle avoiding any direct refe~ence to the agreement 
eince the existing documents should be allowed to 
stand on thel~ own feet. 

McG. B. 
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Deai- M1'. Prime Mtntater: 

I want to thank you fo"t your thoughtful letter of 
Ma.web 12, I followed ve,.y (tloaely your d1ecus1lODS 
with GoYeianor Hudman and Mr:. ·Komer, and I think 
yoqr own sumtnuy le Just f'Jgbt. And l aa»•e with 
you. ·eAtirely that our Qonti~nc.e in each qther1s under­
etandtng,- goodwill.· and fwioiulabl-p i• m~e S.mpo~tant 
than words •• thou.sh words atte tmpottarit,: too. 

I alto underatat\d fully the r•aponlibillty which you 
cury lo• the aatety ot y®r land and peopl«-1 and it 
helps me to have your genea'oua •ecopltloft of the 
respontlbUltles that fall to, m•! I believe that ln the 

~- futUl'.e;. as in the past, it will be po•slblf for our two 
Go~fnments -to meet tbeh1 :re•ponelbilltl•• to• peaee 

_ ... · and eecurltyin the Middle East by polloles built on 
t"1tt and rttspeet fo~ each other. In thl• taak we are 
fortunate in our tl'ad!tlond friend•htp f(:t~ each other •• 
a fdendsblp whi<:b la clea.r once more ln your generous 
letter. ,, 

Mrs. J'obnson joins me in sen.ding our warmest good 
wt.shes to Ms.ta. Eshkol 1U1d to you. 

Slnce11ely, 

Lbj 

c-::.~ _.,,. 

... ·' -

"' .. 

'.·:. - DECLASSIFIED ;.-, 

Hts Excellency 
Levi Esbkol 
'.Prime Minister of ,Israel 
Tel Avlv 

LBJ :McG. B. :mz 

.· .:--· 

Authority AJ LJ 8¥- lt: ~ 

By_~_1 NARS, Date 1-.:3/-Rt 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 22, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Last week you rejected a draft letter to Mayor 
Yorty on Middle ~astern problems because you 
didn't want to do any thing that might hurt 
Jimmy Roosevelt. . I have now written a much 
brief er letter of acknowledgment for my own 
signature, and unless you see objection I will 
:handle it that way. 

I did not think ab01.it\he Roosevelt matter 
because the initial request from another office 
was for a draft acknowledgment for your sig-
nature. But of course you are right. · 

1ncf. ~' 
. McG. B. 

Send your letter ---
Speak to me t -----



Mareh2Z~ 1965 

Dear Mayor Yorty: 

The President ha• asked me to thank you 
for: your note of February 24 on Mlctele 
.:i••tet:n .problen1a. and to aay that he 
appreciates ~ t=r &boughtftd ·ememeate 
~. your eqresaloa m support. 

Slocerely, 

The Hoaorable Samuel W. Yorty 
May.or of Loa Angelea 
Loa Anaeles. Calltornla 90012 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 20, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Press Contacts, Week of Marc),1.15 

On March 15, Crosby Noyes brought in one of his foreign reporters, 
Mr. Richard Critchfield. Most of the talk was about Crosby's views 
of Vietnam, which seemed to me a shade less firm than those of his 
paper, but not really troublesome. 

I had dinner that same day with Joe Alsop in honor of Is.:i.ah Berlin. 
The political talk was dominated by your speech to the Joint Session of 
Congress, which made a deep impression. I also saw Joe for a private 
lunch on Friday and found him in a good mood on Vietnam, and in a bad 
rn:x>d on the decreasing availability of some of his old friends. He 
believes that John McCone has ordered a crackdown among CIA people, 
whom Joe used "for facts" and not for policy comment. He and Reston 
have discussed a joint demarche to you on this subject. I told him I 
saw little profit in that kind of pressure, and got him to admit that 
whatever his difficulties in individual cases, he really has no shortage 
of access to responsible officials. This is an old battle with Joe. He 
had one round with President Kennedy and of course had an unending 
contest with President Eisenhower. He plans to raise this question 
again with Bill Moyers on Monday. 

On March 17 I had lunch with Walter Lippmann and listened to his views 
on the need for a Wilsonian 14 points on Southeast Asia. Since he en~ 
visions a single Titoist Vietnam as the best available outcome, he would 
like us to come out in favor of the unification of Vietnam. This par­
ticular proposal seems foolish to me, certainly at this stage, but much 
of the rest of what he proposes is in the draft opening statement which 
I have sent down for your consideration before the press conference 
todci:y. 

I also had very brief phone conversations with Frankel and Hightower 
from which nothing interesting developed. 



March 18. 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT-; Telephone aervlce at tbe .Ranch 

1. You have previously lodlcated both to Ted Clltton and 
to me that you believe that improved telephone aervice would be 
anuged at you:t nmcb if the clvlllan women Wbi~ Houee telephone 
operator• were used there rather thaa the m!Uta~ personnel of 
the White ff<nl•e Commurdcatlona Aaency. Signal Boa.rd. 

2. We have made a_ careful analysts of the poaslbllitles ot 
taking girl operator• to the ranch. ud then seem to be a large. 
number o£ dlffleultf.ee. tt ls felt tha.• la ardor for you to get 
contlnuoue similar aenice •. you would need Z or 3 gil'l& on a shift, 
and the tecbftlcal advice of the ~Bell people themselves is agalnet lt. 

3. So ror-tbl• vlslt we propose a trial arl'aagement o! a 
compromise aoluttori. When you go to the ranch today~ you wlll 
find on every call dil'ector tn the house and offlce two &es 
marked 0 Wblte-Houae si-ctal. 0 These two lines ar.o ao arranged 
that when Y0\1 pl.QI( up the phone a i-egular White Houae gbl operator 
in W•sbla.gton will answer and handle your call. You may wt.sh 
to use these Unes few all your calls except those In the Texae area. 
We believe the Texas calla can be completed faster on the r.egula~ 
Sip.al Corp• line•. 

4. Clifton tells me there ls no addltlonal expense ln tbl a 
ar~angement. Tho lloos are already available. 

5. If at any point during the weekend you do not llke thla 
arrangement, tt can be di acon-tlnued by a caU to the Military Aldo. 

Meo. B. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W AS;-ilNGTON 

March 18, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Re: Dean Acheson's Letter 

I share Dean Acheson's view that we need to focus some attention on our 
European policy, but I am sorry to say that I do not at all share his view 
that he should be the man to do it. He has extremely firm and well 
developed ideas which do not really fit the current state of Europe and 
which you have already had to overcome. If we were to set up a panel 
report, we would have some of the same problems of containing the 
results that we have had with the Gilpatric Panel. 

What I would suggest instead is that we should agree to plan a statement 
on European policy sometime in the next couple of months. With plans 
for a trip to Europe in suspense, this would be a good way of filling a 
gap. There is every reason to ask Acheson to make suggestions for such 
a speech and to pull together suggestions of any other members of the panel 
that we may wish to ask. An informal process of this sort would have all 
the value and very little of the danger of a more formal consultation. On 
the other hand, you may feel that I am unnecessarily wary about my old 
friend Acheson, and I shall be glad to arrange for an Acheson panel on 
Europe if you really want one. 

Thus there seem to be about three choices: 

(1) Ask Acheson for informal suggestions for a European speech, 
together with a memorandum on the substantive issues such a speech 
should meet. 

(2) Ask him in this process to consult with such other members 
of the panel as he chooses. 

(3) Appoint a committee from the panel to give you a private 
report on European policy. 

My suggestion is that we do (1) and (2) but not (3) . But if you will check 
your preference, I will carry it out. 

McG. B. 

HJ and (2) 

(3) 



March 18• 1965 

TOP SECRET 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT:. Cables from Saigon 

Attached are copies .of 4 lntere•d.ng· Saigon 
eablea. 

At Tab 1 i• Max1a weekly aumm·ary 
(Saigon 2991) 

At Tab 2 la bis complaint. about excessive 
visitors, short but stining (Saigon 3005) 

At Tab 3 is his thoughtflll diacuasion o! the 
pros and cons of bringing in a U. s. dlvislon 
(Saigon 3003). This one is being reviewed by 
State and Defense as well as in Saigon. but 
there is no clear recommendation in sight 
in the next few. days. 

At Tab 4 is an interesting report on mon.le. 
from the Couaul in Hue (Saigon 2992). 

McG. B. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority 5+""~ ~-'/-7?. f\')C 10 -?:>I- 78' 
By_O_ c-'t-1"-_, NARS, Date -;)..~-1?l 
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The past week wa• ,_1-tiv•ly q\11et C}n the internal pe>UUcal front. Quat 
announced hie govenment'•. •hort•term progrlU'Xl on March 12. eovertng 
the· five p-robtem areas of aecurity, foreign attqre.. "buUdtn.s d0mttcracy0 • · 

- ee.ottomic and aoctcd development. and education and youth. Shr~wdlv 
enough, Quat ha• included so-me ltem1 tn hi• _program. on wbleh he can 
already •how P.Oir'•••· such a.e the abolition of ceriatn mi•••llatieoua 
taxes affectt g ~ lowe .. lt:iCDi.ne sraupa and the\conv1nln1 in Saigau of a · ·-
conferel\~O of Vl~toarn&ae Dlploxnatlc Miaaton Chief•. . . . 

.J 

l>uriu.s '1\8 ~•k• the Qoveriunent also annollQc:ed th•t lt wait lnv•attg•Ua1 
one of the peace gro~pa which appear.a a w•ek or eo ago and that three of 
the leader• w~uld b• turned o.ver to Genei-al Thl for 0 d.epo-1Utlon beyond . 

1 

the 17th pa.raUet." Sbonly theroaft.er., Thl aunounc•d that ht prop0ttd · ~~ 
to •trap puachutea on tlutm and drop them beyond the l?tb p•tallel. but 
Cluat qut.cldy put a hold order on tbl• ptcltceedin;. lndieatSont now at• 
thi.t the culprits ~11 be eapeUed by tnore protaic means on the &tfl\lfd. ~ 

It i• worth noting that Q_ua.t la delib4'*'atety kaepl.Qg himself in the public 
... ~ew. fn. the period of a l•w days he ha• h•ld a well~pubUctzed f'"•ception · 
for ••outu Polltlctau•.- met both with tht;t National Legislative Council and 
the piesa on hi·• Oovermnant't p.-ogi.-am. ha• appu.red with his diplomatic 
M$.aai>n ·chief• now eon.:veued In Saig0n. baa given a teleri.•lon intervi•w to 
the three major US tUttwork•, and hae pJteaided over the Inauguration of a 
cO'ftferenca 'Of Prov-lnc;e Ohle·fs and. other l'epr.-entatlvoa. This la all to 
the· p.od. 

Th• Buddhist inatltute eoutinuoa to twist •. t\ll"n and •xhiblt •!gn• of uuceJ"faln 
dbectlon. &hcw-tly after Thich Quana Lien tasued hl• peace proclama.tlbn 
last wi1ek, the 8\lddhtet Iilatitute te•~ed a. comt:nunlque which aeemed 

i I .I 

directed at p_.•••uring. Quaus Li•n luto allandotdng bls peace movement• · 
At a·bout the ea.me time. Duaug Lten baudtd u• his letter to you on whf:ch 
we have reported ·s•paJ.tately, an action indicating that he le not yet ,prepared 1 

to drop hla peace plane. Clearly. the Buddhlei In~• i• not whlJllv together 
Qn the laau• of peace aetivid.•• and the •erioua JnstltU.M lead•-r• are wl'•nsHna 
over them. Henc.1t. we ai-e withholding COJJiltnent tor th• moment on how IQ 

"; r••Po-nd to Lieu"·il at au • 
.. ,. 
~-

1 spent Tueaday, March 16 rieitl11g key potnta iu thft 11 Corpe_ where we ha• 
been pat"tt.c~la ly eoncerned over ibe de<:Uulng mlU~rr rlituation and the 
grow!ns r.•fugee problem.. I would aay that tht· m11ital'y &Uuatlon ia looking 
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· · up.somewhat but that the .refu11• problem. ta .- v•ry ••rtou. Clone~•l Co,. . .... 

.'\ 

f, 

.. 

comm«adlns ll Co~p• and hi• Diriaion Gom:rnarict•r• ar• •ogaildns confidenc• J 

aftctr a wt•k whldl included a number of local military eucoesses over ,tJ:le · 
Vi: C6ng. · wevtr. th• Vtet Cong pr•••~.-- on the civil PoPla•o.tt of *11• 

- l. and Q. Corp• over r'ecent month• ha• cav.aed 1u)mt 160.000-· men.- women . 
. , . and CbUd~en to leave their horn.a in the ·bf.us alld· the. Pledme.'nt to take ·, 

refug• i.11 th• tOwn• of tlle coilatal plain~ 1'hey ate Uvto.s h\lddled in 
tempcu:iatr ·alDP•• not huagl'y bUt unhappy in the aq\lalld dulln.e•• of. thftr 
Uve• and the 11ace~y of tbet r .f uturt·. The US Miatt.•on and ~e Govermn-.t 
are fully allv• tO the. problem and.,.. form'11'tlug apeciflo actions and . 
tocom-menda~iOus. 

With thlt 1rowlng pneaure on Nodh VJ.etpam. tht paythoJ.ogtcal atmoapher• 
continue• to. •favorable,. W~• it still mla•l'4g in tld:s new atmoaphl•• 
ie the tm•s• ot &. Vl•tnameee Oove~ent ahlng direction and purpoao to 
tts ·people. A• note4 at>Ov1. Qua~ le bet&iutns t<> pick 1JP •Pttc\d, but he can 
not yet be •ald to ha~e estAbllshed commcwdcatlott witll the- Vietnatn&sf 
pee>p·le Howov&r, it ta too •aitl, to say that he may no~ With tim•. We 
wlll~p preaablg.: 
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'I ~ ', •-. ' ' 'r ,- ,' ; 1'. • • • • · ', .t; ..... ·;~~ }.,.1,, ... _,;-W • <I~ ·..;::,:;.~ ~-~ 
' I• f ,. r ,,. • • .ill ', ot ·~ + ... .._ . 1 ~ -.,~ )... .. ~' :.. .._ Ill If"-. .-"-" l 'l 111 '4 ~,..;:: ·: •, 

: This Misaton la ~"" ovetwhehned by vtaitoi'e io th• ctftrtm~t .,, our-~~ B{:;~~ ~ ':-· 
,• work. You will t'ec;all an Ul1d•r•tan.dJn; whleh I had upon taktttg· thl• ~ ~-.·· · .· -J. ~;. , 

-r• 

;, 

asalgnment that, as a matter of ptac:Uce-,. I vvould retutn to W,aabln&ton ~! ·2:~~ :;·_··~-~ Jr· 
periocUcaUy with app~pri•te Mission reprosentaUvea to p~eaan~o':'r .... :,.~ -.'-=-. 1j;-~=-£_ 
problem• io eenlo.r offl~ials and to ro•Pond to th•ir que•tlcms. Ii wa• · ·~- .. )·:\.-" .i~ 

'. - . • .... I I l , 

aleo undoratood that the con.currtnc• of th• Amtia•·•ador wO~ld be sought :-~.I;:,. ......... ----·~~ 
b•fore ri-1tlng WashingtOn officials w9llld be. autb.ori~•d to vJ.ett Salgon. • . · ,·::~·: -: ~~~~ ~~­
TMa goU.cy was •dopted to protect ·the nlt.1sl0n from a c~uablng load of ·• 1 

.\ :_ ·~1(:~ 
visitors which had bw.lt up ov~r the preoodina. mon.ths·tend to whtch 1 ud· ··•. ! · · :. ! .:~: 
f w•~uentty contributed) and to aasiat tn holding back Colig~••.t.•nad vltlta• : ·, :-. /: 
tlons, alway• J\ls• over the hod.on • . -.:;--__~.· 1 • .,. -.. -.~ ~· .• _ ,. ....... ~. '~· ·:.r ·.~ '. . ,.' :: )~ 

~ ..•• - ~ . . 'r. · . .- <I • ' • ~-

~hanks to yoli.- c»oper~ on and that of othe-r heads ot Department• and ,.•· ,·: -, .-.'. cf 
as~ncl••• this new arrangement was l"•apected lo1t eome tlmt and we of ,, · .... _:\.·."' '~i 
the··v s Miaston w&n·e mo•* appr•dative. Howev•r. aiu.ce 1 miaaed \Y.iy 11:etum 4( · -- •• ~-~· 
trip around the first ot February. the br•achoe of the

1 

wderstandtng have --'~··/ . ~ { 
been so numerous a,a to con•tltute the rv.le rather than the 6)t(:tptlQti and ~ ~· .. : ... ; ~· :.-(c 
white. some of tb.;;ae vl8f.ta have no doubt been uaef'Ul, our wo~k ha• often ·ii .. ~~·'"' .... .,~~ 
suffered aa. a conaequence. Every agency of this Mission ha• heft vlaited · .. :• ' ·· ·.~ 
by a eenioi repreaeutatlve of bla parent agency (or has attended h sh·•level :. ~ 
conferences or' hia agency in Wasld. nstort oJ. elaewhere) within the paat . ~ 
month eo that.tllere thould b .. no~preaent, lack of rapport betweea'th• fteld , '" . ,_ 
and ~e-hOme off1¢es. f rom February 1 through March 15 we ha\fe had 40? :~ -· 

1 
·t 1:.'.~ ·.j~ 

military visitor• &l:ld 45 civilian. : . , ~ :-: ·"-r . .l t~ .. -: ~. ~:-_r_ 
I I I ••• ~ .. ~~ ;a..:;.. 1 "{) 

_,.. ~ •• - - I ; • ~ K_ 

lt1 eumm•ry.- I reeptcdulty iaequest a r•turn of the good old days when FlY 1 

- - ·' ; " 

vlelte were \\Sed as th• p:rincipal occaalon for senlo.r dtacu••lone and wh•n ·l;~·:-f. ~ -~·-
.t . Yitdta from WashlngtOn were ·ral'e and the Ambassador's concur~encet- for "· . · ... · 'tJ~ 

· them was obtained before the fact. ~ "":72~ 
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Because of the ml.li._ry advantage• of thu• rouo.dlug out the Marine Embarked . ~ .. · ·~'. 

Ba~on. l havtt-no r .. •lue~c-e ln a.gr-eeing to the me. iit of his recommenda• .._ . :,. .• ~; ~. 
tion {vht ch• of oour•e., shoQ.ld ttecel'1"o the . cQncurrenc• of the Oovernrne nt ~ - ~ - · t·-

• .,r~ 

of Vietnam after tMt oi' WasbtngtQn . . , . . -. " . ;- · ., :. _ ~ .~ -. , ·! • ~ - · - • ~ 
- -~,,, 

.d 

t ~ Thi 8 prQpoaal lo-r introducing the Ba~Ulon •• a rolllincl-tu.· of t~~ anons . -· ·. 
llkeJJ.hood of adcUUona.J. r qwtata for in~ruec;s in US Groun<i Combat Forces 
in SoutA Vietnam. Such reque•t• may come bom the US side• irom the '"r . 

Vl•~tn alda. ow from bo~.· All of u.a here a..- ktenly awar• of the . r·' 

Oove~mentof Vietnam t'rain a mtUtary manpow&r ehQriage wlieh will 
edai throughout 1965 and whtcb probablX can be recttfte~ only hi. part by 
an accelerated moblltutlon. We wl.tl soon have to decid• whethel: to tl'y · 

I '\ 

i' 
I I s-,. ~; • -. 

- f ~~ 
1_ •I ·~.:J, 

. . . . to set by with inadequate ndlgenoua forc•s or to supplement them. with "=" _;, .• : .. _, · .... : 

third country traopa. largely U not escluiJively US·.. Thia matt•r was dla• · ~ · .~:; . ~ 
custed with Oen.oral Johnson chni.ng his recent vlett who no doubt h&a rataed ·: · · :,J\ .:' 
it following hi• return to Wa•ht.ngtol'h Thls r.neeeage eumines the PfOe and t:?.;~ ~ 
cons of ~uch an action .. -apecltically dtfine.d as the lntroducd.on of a US .. 
dirislon (appropriately modtfled) •nto South Vietnam. · . ._., 

• r" 

The plU'po•e.ot introducing a dlvidon would be primarily to ~eU.eve the present ~ ·: 
•ho1'ag of th• Ai'tn.f ot VlWiam wilt• elthot- by 1teplaclng the Army of Vietnam ·l 

Jn the dtJ(tns• of key 1n1.taUatl.one OJ' by 411111Png bi aotivtl op•rat!onll agatnat 
the Viet Cotig ln ®njuncd.on ,,tth the Anny of th•· RepubUc of Vietnam. Su.ch 
a re.infOrcement woutd aUow a strtitsthellin.1 of military efforts ln the l and D 
eclrp• areas wll•re ihe situatio~ la dete~lc>l'atins and wcauld giye a boost to 
the Oo vernmont of Vietnam morale, military ast.d c --Illian. Likewise, lt 
ehould end .any talk of a po•albte US withdrawal aud conviJ:tce Hanoi of the 
depth of O\\r roaolve to see · th1• *1Ung through to a eucceaeful conclusiou. · ~ 

ThJ• atatom.eut of the purpose of introducing a US di \'l&t~n i•.~ in ·effect , .~ ... 
tabul•tion of the ·argumqta in favor of ao doing. How•vei-, ther.• are 
eoun.te-r•argm-neuts on the other side of the case~ The lni·roducttou of a US 
divteiqn1obvloualy tncreaaes US involvement in the· count•rinsurgeuc;y~ ~ 

'~. 
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tqe),Sea greate.r force• au4··iovtt:ea -greater lcusaea. It .wlll ~.SH . 
eenaltlv• eornmand q••ftlona with ~'Jr Qov•rnmei.tt of Vb~t~· a1Ue1 ·­
and may nco"r-.ge t.Juim to ·aft attlW• ~t "le6 the Uni:t•d States do -it. u p .. 

It wlll ia.cr_eaao our vulfttra~Uiy to Qu:n~~·t· pro~ganda and third 
countl!y critlcl•m a.a we appear to aaaUll'io tha old Fteti,ch .-ole of 
alien colonbser and conquer•~. Flualty, · th•r• 1• ccm:elde~able doubt 

- . 
that the number ot Gove~nment of Vietnam foi:eea wblcb our adion ,, -,, 
would r•ltevo w6uld have any gr·•t •lgm.ticance -lu ~•dud.ng tb• manpowlt' . ~- · · :~ 

' ~,lo:' gap., . . . . , • - -· 
~ ~ . ·' .- . .... . .. 

lt la imp<uud.ble to reach a eondusion v.ith r6gard to the overa.U merit · 
i)f tbla actlon vd thoui ftl"•t. examinin.J l.11 llOme detail the po slble rnl••ions 
which could be •aalgned a US Dlvi•ion. Thert. are two ob\lf.6'1• ppaaibilitliat 
the flrst, the a•sigtuxutni of th• dt vitlon to on• or tnOfO of th• Provln~I$&. 
of the high pl•teau where ih• _elbnate le go-od, flte t1rr.atn r•lativ•iy 
open. and th• MOn._partl popu\•lto.i trio r1> r•dtly dl•tb\gulehable Jrotn 
tho aUen Vl4!t Gong. H.o.-e, our fo~cea could utUize theii' mo6*11ty And 
flt,i'epowe1 effeeUvo1t and make an lm.portaut contt'~butlon. ln cutting of( 
ehe growltig inflltratton .into and tlbough thl• area. FoJ: the m6 at pan. ~ 
·th6 Mon..,sn•t<t• are fii•~ly to tlil US and O'@ forces would thus be 
operadns in a ·ralatiV-oly fdond..ty •nvt.i:onment. ... 
On the C>'her hand, such a mission ln the highland• WOU; ld place our 
tor<uu• tn an area wi.*11 h.lghly 8-Xpo1et! Unea of'-eomn:iuttlcation leading 
to the coast. Their location In thia a~ea would create serious loglatle 
probltme b•cauae of the difficulty. of the mc>verntnt of land trane}>or·t 
through areaa infoeted by th• Viet Cong.. Wher• WC)Ulcl be problem• both 
ot r.elnforc•ment and of withdrawal ~ca.uet ot thl• preeai-iouJnea1 of 
land conlmunJ.catlon•. F'natly; ill• Gova~nt of Vietnam i:nay qu•etlon 
the lntr()duction of tlaeable US forces into tho Montagn:&rd area whore we 
ha.vet often been •ccuaed of favoring the Monta.gnards ovel" the Vtetnameee 
and of eneour. gtng Moutagnard ••pa.~atl•tn• ·· . , . r . • • ... 

... ( - -.. . .. ... ,,. 

!fhe othe>; rolct whlcb ha• been auggeated for US <Jroun4 Fore•• le the · · · 
occnip4tion ~f defenli& of key en~lave.a along the coaat •'1~h aa QUang Ngid .. . 
Q\li Nhon_. Tuy Hoa and · Nha T.-.ng · Such a dlapoaitiou w uld have the 

_ advantage of pla-cing o~r force• in. areas oi oaay access· •nd egre1a wlth 
mf.nimurn· loglstlc; pnbltm.a ••&'-elated wltb aupply and malnte•nce, 
Th• pre •ence of our uoop• would asau~e the· d•f•n.•u~ of th••.e lxnpo.rtant 
key a.r•3l alld would rellevo eome Oovcutnment .,of Vietnam forqea for 
emp·loylrtilnt elaewhere. 'the tr.o~p• would not be called._upon to engage 
in t:ounlerinsurg$llcy o-pei:-atlons exetpt Sn their Qwn loca defense &nd 
hence would be exposed to minimum to·es•s· 
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- _On the .other hand~ they would ·be tngaged •n a rather lng)4ri,OW!I static . ,. ... _ . . 

defeuslve mis.t.on \Ulf.ppe.aUnrf ~o them and Uillm.presslve ln tho tyes of 
the Vietnamese. Op•ratlng ln major -popul~tlon·~al'ta• would ~rnlzo. 
the polnta of contact wl~~.• Vletn.'1'D••e· and hence.-,maximi,ze ·die pcuudbla 
pQinta of. fried.on. The Dl~lalon wauld be b•dly -,agme.nted" to the extent 
that its comm.and.-. control and aupefri.Si~~would be awkward • . i·" 

, /'> .. "'"' . I - , d _,.< < . 
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The foregoing analyeie leads me to the following tonfatlve concl~slons. 
_Jfiret, it is not deslS!ablf! to introduce a US -division into South Vietnam ' 
unless there are-clear and tangible advant.age• outwelghinfl th• numerous 
dbadvantages,, ~~any otwhtehhave bl:en noted above~ One tnu~t make a 
deft.n. te de.te~mt.nation of the numbe~s fd.d types- of Go ~ernment of 

,. . 

.. 
·t 
I.,. • • 

t-

• 

Vtetoam forces relieved 'by the lntroductlon of the US unit and thus the 
etfect of the inoMased US presence in closing th~ inanpawer gap ~f .. 1. 96!h 
Ob~oualy • our dlvUdon would mak• some con'ri b,utlon but it_retnalns to 
be pJ"Oved that • will be sutfic:ient to l'ev•rae the-downward trend and give 
such a Uft to the Government of Vietnam forces that thtty woutd .. perform 
better by the atimub~tlon ot the US prea·enci·e J:atber than worse i.u a mood • 
or relaxation at paaatng ·~e Viet ·C9ng bb~den to the us. , .. · . 

1t the evid•nc:e of t,he probable effeativenesa Of this US C01'tribution is 
convinc:ing, then the matter ot mlasiou bc!comes the prinuu:y q~eatlon • 
The inland mbabn ln the. highlands la cloarly the more ainbitious and, 
1f well done, will mak~ a greater contributlon durtna the present critical 
pododi on the other hand. it ia the mo:re exposed and even permits one 
to entertain. tho poestbility of a kind of Dien Bien Phu if the coastal 
pr0Yin.c1.ta ahQuld collapse and Qur forces were cut off from the eoaa\ ~ 
GlC.Cdpt by &.ir • . .· • 

- J ' • -

The coasta_l enctaae ~isslon. ii safer, aimfler. ~ but leas itnpreesi.ve 
and 14uui :produativ• than the inland Miaelonlt Th-= '~nti:a.s~ ~lf tho pros and 
cons of the two suggeits ~· desb•ablUty of reesamlnlng ·tti• ·questton to 
see whether the advantagcut of ·the inland disposition ~uld .not .be Qomblned 
ln some way with the :r:e\ention of a base coastal area. Unked with a 
poeitlon inland~ ln any case~ 'con.slderablo a.ddt.lonal study ia required 
bef'<>re we ar.e pre pa. red to make a ~•comm•nda.tlon eitbei: for th• tntro • 
ductiOn of a dlvlelon. or for the a•signm•nt of lttt ml•ston. In the mean­
tirne-; we altould be giving-muoh thought both in South Vt.etnam and tn 
Waahlngtcm a1.1 to the rlg1tt course of action t£ and wh4n tbls issue becomes 
pireeeing--as it ehortty wUl • 
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~:: _ .... Alr &iri~e.s against Notth Vtetnam, rrlvat of US Marine ~ttaUona. and · ·> .. ". · 
. us J•t aii- atrik•• from-South Vtatttam ha.a ~t prpduced a etrong reactlOn. .. 

tn Hue.. How•vai-, •ll element• of the popul&Ucm aeein to welcome them. · - ., .·: =-~ 
Buddhlat. Ca.thoUc • . •tud•ut, \tblvera~ty, labol' and bust.nets leader• whom .. 

1 

•• • • ~ .. ~;, 
·""" we hawi spok.-n. with aaree with ~ach othei- for ont:e in volctng support fot- .· · ~~. 

these actions,. Most do not specify wlmthel:' they tore••• their productngJ :t;~ 
an ev.entual Vi~ Cons defeat OS' (a •trengthened Goverm:nen.t of Vi•tn•m ·. f~ 

.- po:eltion fo~-n.tgoticton•. Few leader•, either Ca.thoUc_oJ: Buddhist. for•••• -~ 
1 their proeiuclu1 the down.tall of the Hanoi tt•glme. Evidtllct of 1uppor~ for . .. .. ii 
· a. 0 ,.ace movement, 0 has not yet aurtaced ln Hu•. Air a'Crike• •gdnat the 

North hav.a received moat attention. initial strike• seemed t.o have produced. 
a so~t ot n cdaia paychologytt in wbt eh the · p-.ople ar• nervous. but hopeful 
tha* strilQJa. we>uld ;roduce ,an, end of the war on favorable terms. L&ck of ;· 
Viet C:on.g reaction to continued strikfl• has tea sen.e.d the fears of Viet Cong 
,.. epri• al•. , -. . . . . , - . 

~ r t • I 

. I • 

, ..... , 

r Glenera:l Tbi reports- that ~lla._ger• and miUtla. ln the area aur~ouruUng recent 
US jet alr•tdket against th• Viet Con.1 in Quaas Nam Province literally . 
j_umped for Joy and excitement wbUe observing the Jtt• overhead. The ~. · 
rea.otton in Hu• to the uae of U::i jet& tn Souib Vietnam and the. a.i-i'ival of · ... · 
US Marines at l>anang appear a unlfotmly lavot'ablf. q. • • ~ 1 • ~ _ _ :Y-~ ~. 

4 - .; • ~. t ·~ ..... - ... . 
Theae actions. togethel" whh ·•trikes against North Vietna.m, a.r• takeu aa : 
evidence of us determlnation to cond.nµe a.id to Boutll Vlttnam. .. 

No evidcn1eeia avaU.a'bbt that the niOre extreme atucbmts are puUl.ng the 
pr•1ence of us Marines· into the context ol lflmplrtali•m, n although the 
posslblUty of their doing so in any futurt political crlela ciumot be ruled 
out. 

'*' 
.. 

J~:~·. 
W-- CONFIJ)ENTIAI.. 

·_.,::,·.' 
4 .. 
. c 1 

h:' 

L- -

.... -
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Marcb 11, i96S 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Here 18 a good package &om Bob Komer on. the 
next steps on the urgent buinesa Of dealing with 
Nae•er· 1a the wake of our 3o.rdaa and Iayaeli 

· bargatu.. I wlll call and ask. your judgment on 
· tat. 1n the morning. 

We all join in recommea.dl111 the relatively long 
form to Nasser (Tab A), but if yO\t prefer a more 
general letter tbe substance of tide can.be re~ 
framed as part of Battle's instructlon.s. The reason 
for the long letter ls simply that Nasser aets great 
store by commtmlcatlons from the Preeldea.t of .. -
the United States. and this letter. a straightforward 
but solid .statement from you. is probably the beet 
inaoran.ce we have agai.n.at an explosion from 
Cairo. 

McG. B. 

) .. 



March 17, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR .. _,,,,.., 

THE PRESIDENT 

Now that we 're over the hwnp with Israel and Jordan is ex­
pected to sign up on the 18th, it is urgent we bring Nasser into 
the picture. Vie did so on the HAWK sale to Israel in 196Z, and 
it helped forestall a violent reaction. Nasser may still blow up, 
but a high level approach to him will at lea.at reduce this risk 
and a.t any rate prevent him from claiming that we're acting be ... 
hind his back. 

An additional reason for moving fast is that the Israeli 
arms matter is leaking steadily• 

The method we propose is a friendly but not apologetic let• 
ter from you, which avoids details, and an oral fill-in by 
Ambassador Battle. This protects you, though we strongly 
doubt Nasser would violate your confidence lest he close up a 
useful channel. He never has before. · 

The letter has been carefully drafted to give Naa ser the 
minimum number of band.lea fo1• response. Its length is both 
to make the best case for arms to Iarael and to avoid highlighting 
this too starkly. It gently tells him that sales to Jordan and Israel 
are exceptions to our continuing policy, and that we won't go over­
board in arming Israel if he will show restraint in getting Soviet 
arms. It also renews our offer to explore mutual arms controls 
as a better road, and ends up by saying we hope to continue econ­
omic cooperation if ho 111 let us do so. The letter is on green 
for signature, so you don't have to approve it twice. 

Also attached for info are Battle's talking points, which 
expand on tbe same themes. 

R. Vi. Komer 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

March 17, 1965 

Carl Rowan's report to you of his mission (Tab 2) is a good document and 
it is possible that you will want to read it all the way through. But here 
is a summary: 

1. We need unified control and direction of psychological warfare 
under USIA. 

2. We need a substantially increased effort which can be supported 
largely by other agencies, but will need additional money within USIA. 

3. There will° be a difficult and continuing problem of getting the 
Vietnamese to do their minimum necessary part of the job. 

Within this general framework Rowan makes a number of sensible ad­
ministrative recommendations and proposes increased personnel and 
equipment for propaganda in the field. 

He also asks for: 

a high priority on loud-speaker-equipped aircraft and helicopters; 

an increased administrative role for his people in the field (there 
is doubt in other departments about his particular solution, but none about 
the need to improve matters); 

increased broadcasting, both radio and television; 

increased training of Vietnamese broadcasters; 

increased GVN propaganda abroad; 

a greatly improved program to encourage and use defectors 
from the Viet Cong; 

increased Pentagon efforts in training psychological warfare 
officers; 

SE GR ET 
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and a start on a new Embassy building to prove that we are in 
Saigon to stay (this is really not a USIA matter, but Taylor agrees with 
Rowan). 

Rowan is going to send you a separate memorandum reporting on the stiff­
ness of existing relations between the United States and Vietnamese 
Governments at the top level. This is a problem which I think you already 
recognize. 

I have checked with St ate and Defense and I find general support for Rowan's 
approach and a readiness to encourage USIA in going forward. Kermit 
Gordon agrees that these things will need more money, but he is not yet 
prepared to accept Rowan's suggestion of a FY-66 supplemental, since he 
thinks you may wish to have Rowan find the money elsewhere in his own 
budget. (That of course always dampens a man's enthusiasm.) 

I have drafted a memorandum from you to Rowan at Tab 1 which gives him 
a general order to get cracking on his program, while reserving the neces­
sary rights and interests of yourself and others. In particular, I have 
reserved the question of control of the program for Viet Cong defectors 
because this extremely important and neglected matter may well be too big 
to go under Zorthian, good as he is. 

This is a first step in response to your general instruction at luncheon 
yesterday. It is designed to be consistent with additional recommendations 
that will come next week, and I think you may not want to lose seven days 
in capitalizing on Rowan's good report and his readiness to act. 

McG. B. 

Memo to Rowan approved and signed -------

Memo not approved and not signed --------
Speak to me -------

SEGR:i:T 





THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

=BEGRE'r 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 325 

TO: THE DmECTOR, u. s. INFORMATION AGENCY 

1. I have reviewed your memorandum of March 16 on the 
informational and psychological warfare programs in South 
Vietnam. With the exception noted in paragraph 5, I hereby 
give my general approval to the rapid and effective execution 
of the improvements you propose. This approval is subject to 
review and concurrence by Ambassador Taylor. I am sending 
the Ambassador a private message to indicate my own interest 
in the strongest possible information and psychological warfare 
program, but I shall also inform him that I do not wish to over­
ride his judgment on the effectiveness of particular programs 
and particular patterns of administration. 

2. By copy of this memorandum I request the Secretary of 
Defense, the Secretary of State, the Director of Central Intel­
ligence, and the Administrator of the Agency for International 
Development to give all possible support to an intensified in­
formation and psychological warfare program along the lines 
developed in your report. 

3. By copy of this memorandum I request the Director of the 
Bureau of the Budget to review with you and as necessary with 
other agencies the financial implications of such an intensified 
program and to make his recommendation to me as to the best 
way of meeting any additional costs. 

4. Meanwhile, you are directed to proceed with all necessary 
actions on the firm understanding that it is my fixed policy 
that no worthwhile undertaking shall be inhibited or delayed in 
any way by financial restrictions. We can and will find the 
resources we need for all good programs in Vietnam. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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5. This memorandum does not cover the problem of Viet 
Cong defectors discussed in paragraphs 11 and 13 of your 
memorandum. I agree that this problem is of high importance, 
but I do not at present wish to make a judgment on the best 
arrangements for U. S. action to deal with it. 

Copies to: 

The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
The Administrator of the Agency for International 

Development 
The Director of the Bureau of the Budget 
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"THE WHITE HOUSE 

w ·ASHINGTON 

March 16, 1965 
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MEMORANDUM ;If PR THE PRESIDENT 
NLJ 'l'i -/Y. L ., 

SUBJECT: App9intment for B. K. Nehru Dy ~ , NARA Date / D· ~•-1'/~. ·,. 

1. The att~ched request for an appointment for ~. K. Nehru 
was obviously sig~d by Dean Rusk before our luncheon party today. 
Still, it pre_sents a : question which I think you may want to decide yourself. 

2. More than most Ambassadors, Nehru is a man of vanity 
whose reporting is much affected by whether he feels well treated. 
He feels you are not much interested in India or him, and hints of 
his feelings have gone back to India, where our Embassy has picked 
them up. There is no doubt whatever in my mind that you could turn 
him around in ten minutes~ · .. The question is whether it is worth it. 

3. My feeling about it is that it makes sense to do it simply 
because the future of India is the most important open question in Asia. 
We are trying hard to get a major set of good new Johnson ideas for 
your meeting with Shastri, · and it would help to send Nehru home with 
a feeling that you are looking forward to that visit. The man who can 
do this best is yourself. · 

4. Like Senators, Ambassadors respond best to the President, 
not to anyone else. 

5. If you do see Nehru, we would give you a single sheet with 
about four talking points -- on Indian economic progress, on Indian 
defense, on the Shastri" visit, and on Vietnam. 

6. If you don't want to do it, I would of course be glad to do 
my be st as a substitute •. 

1r, cf.~4 

·, 

McG. B.,, ~.. _ ~ 
~~·,l~ 

Leave him to the 

, 1'N- · ·~ v I . 
.
I\ .n.V""'\ ~ • a A fJ' 
l Y4': ('· "11 \J 

State Department ,. n JL ~ f vr p\-

I will see .him -----
You see him ------
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if)~ THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

&LSICEP March 16, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT / 

SUBJECT: Two messages to Prime Minister Wilson 

Here are draft answers to two messages from 
Wilson -- a short one this morning on your address 
to the Congress, and the longer one of last week on 
his visit with Erhard. 

The answer to this morning's message is very brief. 
The other is longer and i's designed to be straight­
forward without being effusive. By separate 
channels (Harlech and Galbraith) I have sent the 
Prime Minister all sorts of warnings about his 
April visit and Vietnam, and I think it is better 
not to raise thel-topic• in ~hese messages. 

This morning's message is at Tab 1 -- the draft 
answer is at Tab 2. The Prime Minister's message 
about his meeting with Erhard is at Tab 3 -- the 
draft answer is at Tab 4. 

./ }he}. IS. 
McG. B. 

Not approved · j I\ / 

Speak to me. V ------

I 
t 
I 
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March 16, 1965 

MESSAGE TO PRIME MINISTER WILSON FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Thanks very much for your generous message about my address 

to the Congress. You are certainly right when you say that this is 

only part of a world-wide problem, and while of course we must deal 

with it here as an American matter, I am struck myself by the degree 

to which our people recognize more and more that our progress on 

this front is a matter of more than national importance. 

### 
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March 11 1 1965 

TO THE PRESIDENT FROM THE PRIME MINISTER 

When we last spoke on the telephone, I said that I would let you know 
how I got on during my visit to Berlin and Bonn which has just taken place. 

As it turned out, it was a very good thing that my trip should have started with 
the visit to Berlin. This enabled me to make an act of presence in the city 
and to make a speech re-affirming British determination, together with our 
allies, to safeguard the freedom of the city. The demonstration and the speech 
acted as a useful curtain raiser and set the tone for my subsequent talks in 
Bonn with the Federal Chancellor. 

My talks with Erhard covered four main points: 

(1) The nuclear organization of the Alliance 

(2) Reunification 

(3) European problems including measures to improve the cohesion 
of the continent and bring EFTA and EEC closer together and 

(4) The offset agreement 

In addition I had a private session with him, as between two retired or 
reformed economists 1 on the British economic situation. This gave a chance 
for me to say what I thought about Rueff and all his works and for Erhard to 
say that he totally disagreed with de Gaulle about the gold standard. Erhard 
indicated clearly, without actually committing himself, that we could expect 
German support when we apply for our fund drawing later in the year. 

As to nuclear matters, it soon became very clear that whatever Shroeder 1s 
views might be, Erhard was not going to have anything to do with nuclear 
matters this side of the German elections. It is clear that the only way that 
Erhard can preserve his relationship with de Gaulle and the unity of his party 
is by putting nuclear matters on ice for the time being. When I told Erhard 
that I assumed he wanted the MLF and .ANF to be a sort of sleeping beauty he 
did not disagree. The wording in the communique represents the compromise 
between the British desire not to lose momentum and the German wish to forget 
about it for the time being. I would judge that there is no progress to be made 
on this until after the German elections. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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The one thing that the Germans were really interested in, again for electoral 
reasons, was some demonstration of public activity to which they could point 
on the re-unification front. I made it quite clear that, in practical terms, 
re-unification can only come as a result of a period of detente with the Soviet 
Union and could not be made a condition for detente: and in agreeing to remit 
the matter to the Ambassadorial Group, I was careful not to commit myself 
to any specific project. Although the Germans would like progress in time 
for the NATO Ministerial Meeting in May, they may be able to live with a 
minimum of demonstrable activity on the subject with their Western allies. 

On the economic organization of Europe, I found Erhard equally concerned 
as I was myself to prevent the further division of Europe by allowing the gulf 
between the Common Market and EFTA to widen. He is a strong proponent 
of liberal outward-looking policies, and, privately, indicated that as an 
economist, he did not think much of the present agricultural arrangements 
of the Common Market. It was however a price that had to be paid. I am 
myself instituting a study here of ways and means of mitigating the effect of 
present divisions and hope to come up with some useful ideas. 

We had some very tough sessions on the offset agreement but since you have 
yourselves virtually equipped the German armed forces, there does not seem 
to be much for us in that line. However Erhard undertook to issue a directive 
to his people to try harder and the fact of the directive was written into the 
communique. We shall give them a couple of months and then if necessary 
send the chief secretary, who is a very tough character, back to Bonn to re­
negotiate the whole process. We left the Germans in no doubt that if we did 
not get satisfaction on this point, we should be forced to agonizing re­
appraisals. 

All in all the talks were tough but constructive. The visit was well worth 
while and has, I hope, generated the right sort of atmosphere for the Queen's 
state visit in May. 

s£Ck£P 
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MESSAGE TO PRIME MINISTER WILSON FROM THE PRESIDENT 

I am slow in sending a proper acknowledgement to your helpful 
/J .:. :..-ci\ ,, 

mes sage of last oo ~ about your visit to Chancellor Erhard. I am 

very glad to have your account of this meeting, and we agree with 

your assessment that the visit was a real success. The Germans 

clearly liked what you said and did in Bonn and Berlin, and the 

+~t. 
atmosphere created by the meeting should help in the growth of close ,... 

and effective relations betweer:i the United Kingdom and the Federal Republic 

which are so important to the future both of Europe and of the Atlantic world. 

On nuclear matters, I share your view that the Germans do 

not want to do anything serious between now and their election. 

I think it is wise, however, to use these intervening months for a 

very careful review of this whole problem, so that we can be ready 

to move ahead in whatever way seems most likely to be effective 

after September. You can be sure that we will be interested in 

taking a strong and active part in such discussions, just as we shall 

be ready to carry our full share of responsibility in working out 

the best possible means of concrete progress after September. 

I have 

the 

•- . 
I 
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Your understanding with the Chancellor on procedural 

arrangements for reunification is clearly a useful step. There now 

seems to be general agreement for consideration of the German 

proposals in the Ambassadorial group. I have myself assured the 

German Ambassador that we will deal sympathetically and constru.~tively 

with any suggestions that can advance a sound German settlement. 

I think that with care we can find a way of meeting their legitimate 

interest without the disadvantages of seeming to advance wholly 

unrealistic proposals. 

On the economic organization of Europe, we of course share 

your concern over protectionist and inward-looking tendencies. 

We will be very much interested in any ideas and suggestions that 

you and your people may come up with for dealing with these tendencies 

and for narrowing the gap between the Common Market and EFT A. 

~~~ ewJ.-~ ~ 
I 'lfill 139 iileing Hallstein later this week- and I ~c--t-to-te.U him 

directly of the importance which we attach to progress in the Kennedy Round. 

in agriculture as well as in industry. This ~tis not a matter merely 

of narrow economic interest -- it is near the center of our effort to expand 

the sense of partnership of the Atlantic community. 

I am not surprised that you had tough sessions on N>e it:::et 
P".~ 
agreement. We have had some of those ourselves. On the other hand, 

it is good to know that the German Government does not share the monetary 

notions of the French, and I was glad to learn of Erhard's preliminary , 
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attitude toward your coming fund-drawing. As you know, we are 

acting energetically to improve our own balance of payments, and we 

~now how important a topic this will be for you too in the coming weeks. 

talks you 

will be having with General de Gaulll-9 We Viill then have a good ultance 

~ea l~ Che u1gsut issues eefe•• ~~. 

### 



T HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 15, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Bob Komer's Future 

1. I told you some weeks ago that Bob McNamara would like to get 
Bob Komer over to the Pentagon as John McNaughton's deputy. Your 
first reaction was that we ought to keep Komer here, and I have asked 
Bob to hold the matter up until we could get it settled. Now Komer is 
back from his outstandingly skillful mission to Israel, and we need to 
make a decision. 

2. My own first reaction was that it would be reasonable and good 
for Komer to move along. He ha.s been in his present job for four years, 
and I believe that men should move around from time to time. Service 
on my staff has been a quiet and anonymous business, and Komer is a 
man of great energy and proper ambition who has naturally wanted to 
move up when he could. 

3. But after his adventures in Tel Aviv, Komer has begun to change 
his mind. He feels closer to you, and he has felt with renewed force the 
fascination of serving as a White House staff man. My own judgment 
has also been altered, both by the quality of his work in Tel Aviv and by 
his renewed willingness to stay. 

4. So I now think that it would be best to keep Komer, but in order 
to make his change of mind durable, and in order to give him some well­
earned recognition, I would like your permission to make a change 
which is long overdue. I would like to make him a . member of the White 
House Staff, while keeping his pay and administration in the National 
Security Council. This would end an anomaly which has troubled him 
and two or three of my other senior people ever since 1961 - - they work 
directly for me and at least indirectly for you, but their official standing 
is that of staff officers of the National Security Council, and unfortunately 
the term 11NSC Staff" has no real weight in the government. Actually, 
knowledgeable people already think of them as members of the White 
House Staff, or at least the "Bundy staff, " and that is what I would now 
like to make official. 

5. The way to do this, I think, is to give to Bob first, and presently 
to a few others, the title of "Assistant to the Special Assistant for National 
Security Affairs." This requires no Presidential appointment, and it would 
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put these people on the same basis as Larry O'Brien's staff, which 
is the nearest analogy we have. 

6. I know Presidents prefer to keep White House titles from 
multiplying, and that is why I left the present situation alone for four 
years. But if you share my view that a man of Komer's caliber is 
really of more value here than he would be as John McNaughton's 
deputy, then I think this small form of recognition is worth it. 

Jnt-/. Ii. 
McG. B. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

These daily memoranda may be 
helpful to you,or they may tell you 
more than you want to know. If you 
will check your preference, we will 
follow it. 

Keep sending this ---
Do it more briefly 

I could use even m_o_r_e==-_L 



'MEMORANDUM TO THE PllESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Walter Llppmaa.n and For~lp Polley 

1. You have handled w,;ite~ •!. well I.a the put that all I really 
have to auggeat I• th.at yw If.•• hi~ 11matt of the same. n 

a. Vietnam l• of c~•• the ceateT" ot ht• coacer. He llae 
auppofled the poUcy of U.ml tecf Air strike• ao fa• becaitae be: hope• 
you will ae1otlate jut ••· soon a• you cu.. He does not thlalt there 
le any real bope la S..th Vietnam. and on tht• he accepts the amq 
penlmlatn ot COWV'e and U Tbult. He pobably fears that you are .. 
·ta ~g•r of Hlng taken,, In hY McNamara aad me1 t thlak he likes 
ua both. ltut l tldak Ile nmembe~• o-.r connect!~ -~th ·the Day of Plga. 

3. Like the i-eat of ••·• Waltezi l• alway• flattered whea he la 
aeked £or hl• own · oplaloa, alld hit l• a•amnly dlseft~t. It might 
tllerefo• be uae!ul to aak him what 1dlld of aettlement be would wor'k , · 
for ln. So\\tJaeast .Aala and how ha wOQld hope to s•t there. l d1Mmt 
lf he will be very eoac:nte or perauaalve Oil the 1ubJect .... any more 
than bl• F"9nch fslende. 

4. The OM ie•UIJ on wbi~ Walter la&• he.a critloal l• on what 
he think• le your effort to •mother debate tn a g~•l'al conaensua 
(t at'-ch bis NEWSWEEK columa of laat week). 1 would deal with 
thl• l\y explalalng exactly what you bave aad bav• not don•. Ymt have 
doae. you.r 'beat to eaplata yoe -dew of the matter to th8 p\\bllc and 
to pollt:lcal. colleagu.ee.. Tluty ue quite In. to oppose you If they 
choose, but tQy are not free to make etatementa that yoa naar4 
aa damagiug and pntttad _that they .are apealdag u y~ trl•nd• aad 
•uno•te.-s.. (rW• I• uactly wbat F~ank Cl\u·ch baa tried to de. ) 

S. Jrtnally, I bope you ml&)tt want to have a wo•d with Walter 
about the Jd•Ctical waya aud means ot bulldln1 up our •ffort1 fo-ii peac:• 
and good wol'k• In the world wblle we are uceaauily eagaged la · 
meeting a criate 1n Vl•taam. . I myMll think thl• 't• a gap ln our 
e.rent policy, and 1 th!ak be ml1ht ••11 have aom• good ldea• &bout St1t 

McG. B. , 

Df;t.ar . 
. ~II~ mmerJ ta be "'n . 

.I. • • {j 

aumims'ttative ma1 king . 
By _I;;t:lf. . . On_. 't -:-.~.-x:9/ . 

. . , . ida:L& 
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WALTER LIPPMANN 

ON . 

CAN . TtlE. QUEsr10N 

OF WAR. BE DEBATED? 

0 n March I at a meeting .concerned with the 
education of scientists, the President interpo­

lated a few remarks about Americans here at home 
who are debating his policy in Vietnam. The Presi- · 
dent showed himself so much annoyed at the "folks 
who don't m1derstand" that he just barely stopped. 
short of denying their right to disagree with him. 
He did go as far as to say that ·the wars of this 
century were "brought about" because . the nan­
interventionists led the Kaiser, Hitler, _and the 
Japanese to believe that they could move without 
American interference. If the President's version 
of history is correct, it follows that when. there 
is an issue of war and peace, the only safe and 
patriotic course is to suspend all debate and rally 
around the President. · 

On a number of counts, ·I find this attitude 
very disturbing. For one 'thing, it amounts to say­
ing that debate on the ·vital · is~ues · of war and 
peace gives aid and comfort to the enemy. Under 
such a rule, the American people would have had 
no right to debate the . .momentous question of · 
whether in 1917 and in 1939 they should emerge 
from the isolationism which they had . practiced . 
since Washington's Farewell Address and .the dee- . 
laration of the Monroe Doctrine. · 

This is an impossible rule of . conduct for a 
free people. Today there is an issue in Indochina 
which cannot be left undebated, and it cannot 
be entrusted blindly to. the President - and Sec- :· 
retary Rusk and Secretary McNamara. In Indo­
china for the £rst time in our history we are . 
waging a unilateral war agaiilst Asians on the 
mainland of Asia. In the Korean War, let us re"'. . 
member, we were the agents of the United Nations 
and were supported on the battlefields by c_on­
tingents drawn from Europe arid Asia. But what 
is going on now is a radical innovation in United · 
States foreign policy. 

How ehie but hr d~hate Rre th~ -~rMt - qu~sHum1 
of war and peace-of isolation and intervention, 
and of military expansion onto the Asian continent 
-to be decided? · 

A Major Fallacy. There is. an even more seri­
ously disturbing aspect of the President's remarks. 
There is a major fallacy in the .notion . that con­
formity and silence will convince our adversaries 
that the United States will prevail and that' they 
must yield. The fallacy 'is that the issue~ · of war 

and peace .. arc : determined by the state of Ameri­
can opinion at home rather than by the balance 
of forces abroad. I realize perfectly well that in 
Hanoi or Peking they may like to read Senator 
Church's speeches or even the dissents of an 
occasional journalist. But it is a great delusion 

· to think that this has any decisive effect on what 
they do in Hanoi or Peking. What they do will 
be determined by the realities as . they see them 
in Asia, and not by how they read the Gallup poll 
in the United States. 

The state of American opinion · at home, and 
the balance of dissent and consent within it, is 
very important. But assessing opinion must not be 
mistaken for the conduct of foreign policy. I some-

. times wonder whether this mistake is not now be­
ing made, and if the reports of the polls are not 
being treated as more important than the hard 
intelligence we may have about Southeast Asia. 

A Dangerous Self-Delusion. There is a dif­
ference not only of degree, but a difference in kind, 
behveen the conduct of domestic American affairs 

· and the conduct of foreign affairs. In domestic af­
fairs. when a - consensus of Americans has been 
worked out, the legislation will pass and the coun­
try will accept it. But in foreign affairs, a consensus 
of Americans does not settle anything. The ad­
versary, the reluctant allies, the neutrals, do not 
participate in the American consensus, and it is, 
therefore, a dangerous self-delusion to suppose that 
because we at home are all agreed, we can compel 
all the others to agree with us. 

At the bottom of this self-delusion, if we search 
deeply enough, we shall £nd a visceral feeling 
that, -as compared with foreigners, we are always 
right and never wrong. If therefore we are agreed 
among ourselves, none can withstand us because 
none should withstand us, and we shall and must 
imwail, Thts ~tmw visetmd feeling lms engen­
dered the demand, which ll)ade a botch of the 
settlement of both world wars, for unconditional 
surrender as the only victory which Americans 
can accept. 

In expecting conformity and silence at this 
stage-when the great decisions of war or peace 
in Asia are still in the making-the President may 
evoke those visceral feelings which, if they are 

· sufficiently excited, will make ·the whole business 
b~fore ·him unmanageable. 

· .. ..... 
~ . -·: .. :: ~~~1&..; : ·i- ·:.. 

' 
L .. . ., ..,-:.....,...""G"~~·=- _____________________ .. ,,.. ... __ , ---·-···------- -----·' 



March 14, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESlDENT 

SUBJECT: Press contacts. week of March 8 - 14 

1. I saw Scotty Reston at length last Tuesday. He was selling, 
not buying .. - and what he was selling was the notion of allied peace­
keeping forces outside the UN, and U. S .. nuclear help to a united 
Europe. I told him I thought the first of these ideas was better than 
the second, but he has since put them forward with equal zeal in a 
couple of rather sophomoric columns. 

2. I did a background lpnch for the Overseas Press Writers 
on Wednesday., and the stories written by those who were there were 
thoughtful and untroubleaome. The one poor result was a story 
written second-hand by Heren of the London Times·• who wholly 
mhinterpreted a heresay account of my remarks and asserted that 
we were now plann:tng on a permanent presence 'in Southeast Asia:. 
Since no reporter who actually attended the meeting reached any 
such conclusion, the State Department knock-down of Heren's story 
bas been effective. 

3. I spoke to Doug Cornell o( AP at your suggestion, and 
got them to rewrite their initial wire story on Lord Harlech's 
appointment with you so as to make it clear that he was not kept 
waiting for an hour, but simply used the time for a last meeting on 
a number of substantive mattere with me. 

4. I sat next to Kay Graham at dinner this week and heard a 
very lively account of her trip around the world, which she enjoyed 
enormously. She reported that she had run into a good deal of crlticlem 
of our "image" overseae. and I think there is a good deal in what she 
says. For a number of reasons we have lost ground ln the sympathies 
of the underdeveloped world outside this hemisphere, and ·it might be 
Wise for us to put some time on this problem at lunch on Tuesday. 

But on topic A -- Vietnam -· Kay Graham told me she was 
all for firmness, and she expressed some distress at the"so!tness" 
of Adlai Stevenson, who was her house guest at the time. 

: ! 

McG. ~. 



March 14, 1965 

SECRET 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Dean Rusk's message to British 
Foreign Secretary 

1. Dean Rusk bs asked me to send you 
the attached draft message from himself to the 
British Foreign Secretary. 

Z. I told Dean that on the basis of our 
discussions last week, I thought this draft was 
more friendly to British .. soundings" than you 
might want. He said he would like to discuss the 
matter with you tomorrow, and asked that I send 
this draft over for you to read beforehand. 

3. I have marked with question marks 
where it seems that the message may go further 
than we now want. 

McG. B. 

Authority 10 - I _g tj_ 
.. ,/ "",; NABS, Date 

DECLASSIFIED 
NL j 8 3 _/ q I 

By fa/~ _, 
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EID IS 

Pl~e deliver £ollow1ng message to Foreign Secreta.17 .tram Secreta.17. 

In comiection with Mr~· Gromyko's 'Visit to London next week, :1t may be . . 

helpf'Ul for me to reV:lew our thinking with regard to the two usetui -
initiatives you have taken with the Russians cm Vietnam am Laos. .As .I 

understand it, there has been ·no ::ubstantive Soviet reaction to either o! 

~;ese initiatives; but G~o may well have somtbing to sq when you see 

him. 

·with regard to the Co-Chairman action en Vietnam we continue to see 

advantage in using· tb.1s mach1ne17 for aounding out the positions ot the 

co~tries most directly concerned and keeping channels open for indications 

whi.ch w hope vlll appear that the ·coumom1 sts are getting ready to talk 

m2aning£ul.J.y. We liDuld not~ . however,, urge to .you t,o press this proposal 

on the Russians .SDY harder than you would wish. tO 'tor your own reasons, 

~~:1::C'Tru.ehcart:LUnger:gm 3/13/6$ 

I 
l· 
I 

I 

><<. White HO'.lSS . « 
. - ~~cTi~:_~ ·~ 

·. --~ 

..... .. _·E!Jli D°l..lt.y Officer (subs.) .-. 
~ \)(,It "-· j NARS, Dateq..-ll_t-~ 
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which inCications could reach us. We 11Clil4 ha~ nw objection,, inciden+...all.J', to 
it 

your telling the Russians~ il ~7 inquire er U you feel/JiM:a vc·uld be useful to 

volunteer, that you had diacusaecl tho idea~ aoumU.nss b7 the Co-Cbai.-.,;an with 

., us and that we support it • .. 

? 

With regard to action under .lrt1ele 19 ct the Pro\ocol to the l.962 Laca 

Accords, cur i.~terest 1a twot~_aside fr-om the oblJcatim the Arti.cle itself' 

plecrns on tbe Co-Chaimen. . btM'flf.'P.»=~w vi.eh to keep a negotiating · track. 

open eecause c£ its possible ~ in preaaiJl& tcr .tull compliance ldth the __. . . 

1962 Accorda, which re:u1na our basic cbJect.ive in t.Aoa. 1tJhile the situation in 

Laos 1n many vqs bas improved~ I am aure J'OU woul4 agree 1.t, 1a far~ e•~o 

~10. I th:illk vs should keep up Preuure to make c4 the ICC. and the 1962 AccoJ'd.e 

in ge%1eral as etteet1ve .1nstnments as posalble. J..t. the same time I re.sllM that 

tundutent&l improvement& . ma7 be out ot the question until the lo~ Viettumaese 

are read1' to abandon their 1nt1ltration throU£h Laos into South Vietnam and . 

th3~..f'oro I would not press ~or errr talks or actions ;rowing cut o£ Article 19 
aa it is. 

which could upset tlle present equil1br1um in Laoa, however precarious/Mlmm:<t*'ifu 
We also . · 

~~:rltlfld1t1mlfsee· the possib:ll1t7 that Co-Chairman act1cn lmder 

Article 19 Jld.cht at some a~ge be er use also in the Vietnaeae situation. There 

1$ a clear interrelation betwen· the Laos and. Vietnam quest.1.0DS to be .tound in 

t: :.~ probl.ea of in!iltraticn. Depending en how the Vietnamese aitu&U.on deYalop• 

in comhlg weke md montha I can aee the possibility at our wiabin& to auggeat 

insertitlg it. for discuSld.cm,; (io~ or quite intonaal.JJr~ 1D the corridors or 

) S-322A 

. ~. - ~ 
Corrections .~ad_e on. original green_ MUST be made on this and other 

flimsy work copies before · delivery lo Teleco.mmunications Operations Division 
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~~.Mb!a~~iSZ:~~"''~mm:w'"lit;dih~timt 

'? ~~~Jlmb6'~~ or into a lareer-scale ~;mce;mz talks • . 

In. ~ection with the ~sible Articl~ l9 discussiona I note that we are 

in fl'il . ::~£µ-eem~t that · P~ Mlllister SO'~va:ma P~ is the represen-Wtive ot 

~::·~i.ioY,rl!1'~~La0tian G~ermnent ~that . it •'PQuld be up to him to convey to the 

Co-Chsirmen~ · in tbs manner he sa¥ .tit, tbe·'Vie.JS or any-·· of the three factions 
.-,,._.. -· 

1n · Laos ~ '" 
Finilly, . ·-

/:J:te~·e ~~&:lns alwys the poss1b~ty that it ::dght eventuall.7 be deemed 

\ls~al ~o have the Article 19 consulta.tio:is lead into a full can:terence ot ~· 

14, ~eva signatories. Thia., hc:lever,, is h 'IJI3' ~ew f:or later decision in the 

· 1it;.~t ~ de~elop:n..,onts in the cc~:tatiens themselves and, perhaps, of 

(~ewelo~ts in Vie~ • . 

i-"0 :~ . 

6-':,~; 

I b~eve you will find little ·that 1a nar in the above, bu~ I hope it will · 
· . - · 1 Eor your 01m. information of course, . 

be ot .scsne help to you to have/tlrl up-to-date state:r~~ oZ our views on these 

t:)pics't- I should be · ~ery ~ .to .benr hv~ your ~~talks go"m.th Mr. Groleyko and 
" . . ............... . 

~7ill be looking forward t<> .~r. o1in ~ks in Wa.sMngton later in ~be mon~ · ·. 

GP-1 
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March 13, 1965 

I bave J-•1 i.&l'n.ecl tlaat yo.V nelpatloa f•OD'l ta. 
Natloaal 8eculty CO\IQCU ataff takes effect ai 'the 
elUI of next week. I !law kuowa aact WldeJ'•tood the 
tteuons Wldch 1*tt led to your· <1.ec;tatoa that 1• 
mwst 1:•tu.1to la due eoiiwae W JOU fhtm ID NctW' YOJlk, 
1Nt I c..-t Jet,.,_ lea,,. wlthOa.t •*PH9•ioa my· warm. 
appHClatloa for all tbat J011· hive dace Mn la W•••• 

---~ 
I tmow of ao field of aentco mo.n 4•maa4haa tllaa 
that of staff •••l•tuce to tJle. ,J>reeW.•ct ha •donal 
Mcurity aff&t••· YOG ... ••ved In tile Mak ntAl• 
tloll of YOU' f•:cally ... d yotal'· Mnlce bu 1-eea ftlUMd 
i.y ou.i.tawHaa aWUtp, iw.J~1 and Wlde.-•tMtUGa• 
You will be p•tly ml••ed SD this .Adadlal8Qatlon,, and 
I hope that •• the. year• PM• *- time may come wbea 
JOU will feel el>!• to return to Govee1m1•H1.t envtco. 

Wltb zieJWWed tluiake aad 10U'm .-~•°*'1 ·repr4•, 

Mr. Michael V. • ·orr•ttal 
National S....-&tv Gomt.cl1 
w~.n. c. 

LBJ':McGB:ab 

a-. ... 1,.. 
Isl LBJ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 12, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Mike Forrestal is leaving at the end of next week, and I know 
he would greatly value a farewell letter from you. I attach 
a possible letter at Tab A. Forrestal has been making up 
his mind to go back to New York for many months, a n d the 
decision crystallized shortly after the election. I am not sure 
I fully unde rs tand the reasons. for it, but I think they are com­
pounded of family problems (his mother is not well), profes -
sional pr oblems (it is unwise to leave the law very long at his 
age unless one wishes to leave it for good), and problems here 
in Washington (I think he has wanted a substantial promotion 
which th e rest of us have not quite thought him ready for.) 
But he has done very good work and he deserves at ~east a 
gentl e pat on the back as he leaves. If you were willing to 
see him for a minute to say good-by, I know that he w ould 
appreciate that too. 

Letter approved j 
Yes~ 
No 

Make an appoint t 

Yes /I; /S-

No 

in ,/ I) . 

McG. B. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN G TO N 

March 12, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Salinity Problem with Mexico 

We agreed in late January on the text of a proposed five-year 
agreement with Mexico in an effort to reach a practical solution 
to the salinity problem. We have been checking it out since then 
with domestic interests to make certain it is acceptable before 
signature. The text of the agreement, in the form of a Boundary 
Commission Minute, is attached. 

We have also worked out a five-year truce under which both 
countries agree to negotiate remaining differences instead of go­
ing to the World Court. The chief remaining difference is Mexico's 
claim for damages which State is thinking of disposing of in a loan 
to help rehabilitate the Me xi cal i Valley. 

State and Interior are working on a memorandum of under­
standing between them to define the responsibility of each agency 
for carrying out the proposed agreement. 

Udall and Mann consider the proposed settlement as better 
than generally thought possible and recommend we accept it. 

The seven Colorado Basin States were consulted at a meet-
ing at Phoenix on January 26-27. The seven Governors have now 
written you accepting the agreement with some reservation, ex­
pressing their appreciation for the close consultation with them, 
and commending the negotiators. Interior believes it has satisfied 
the Governors on their reservations. It is recommended you reply 
in general terms to the Governors and leave the technical points 
for Secretary Udall to handle. 

Senators Hayden and Anderson and Congressman Aspinall 
have accepted the agreement. However, Senator Hayden made 
his approval subject to the condition that you would send up a 
budget amendment for FY 1966 requesting the $2. 2 million needed 
to complete the $5 million in works called for in the agreement 
(Interior has $2. 8 million), and $3 million to start a $7 million 
17-well ground water recovery project in the Yuma area. 

Q{l 
l/' 



Interior recommends that you accept Hayden's conditions. 
Budget concurs, but recommends that Hayden be informed that the 
94-well ground water recovery program in the Yuma area, of which 
the 17-well project is a part, poses difficult problems in our rela­
tions with Mexico, which must be studied thoroughly. The Admin­
istration's commitment is, therefore, limited to the 17 wells. 
Mexico has protested the 94-well ground water recovery program, 
but State interposes no objections to the 17 wells. Budget will 
send separately the proposed budget amendment for your signature 
and transmission to the Congress. 

We considered the possibility of a ceremony in connection with 
the signing of the agreement. Mexico is opposed. They regard 
the agreement as a hard bargain, and thus difficult to sell political­
ly in Mexico. Simultaneous Presidential announcements of the 
settlement are planned at the time of signing. I will recommend 
the draft of such a statement after it has been worked out with 
Mexico. 

Recommendations: 

1. That you sign the attached letters to the Governors of the 

Approve / Disapprove 

Bas in States. 

------
2. That you approve the Budget tndment. 

Approve Disapprove ------
3. That you authorize the sign7tur of the proposed agreement 

with Mexico. 

Approve Disapprove ------

1J1 c-f. A , 
McGeorge Bundy 

2. 
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The settlement requires construction of a dirt canal at a cost to us 
of about $5 million along the left bank of the Colorado River beginning 
at the end of the present Wellton-Mohawk drainage canal in Arizona 
and extending downstream to a point below Morelos Dam, the point at 
which Mexico diverts its Colorado River water. During most of the 
winter and possibly for some periods in the summer, the salty water 
from Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation District will be bypassed through this 
extension channel and wasted to the Gulf of California. The rest of the 
water in the river is of fairly good quality, and Mexico will accept it. 



DRAFI.' 1/13/65 p.m. 

MINUTE NO I 218 

~OMMENDATIONS ON THE COLORADO RIVER SALINrn' PROB~ 

The Commission met in the office of the Mexican Section in Ciudad 

Juarez, Chihuahua., at 10:00 a.m. on January ___, 1965 1 to comply with 

instructions it has received. from the two Governments, to consider 

measures "to reach a permanent end effective solution" of the problem 

of the salinity ot the waters of_ the Colorado River 'Which reach Mexico, 

as contemplated in the Presidential Communiques of March 16 and June 

301 1962 and February 22, 1964. 

The Commission reviewed the measures which the two Governments 

have taken to date to alleviate temporarily the problem ot salinity 

ot waters ot the lower Colorado River, and noted the reduction which 

has occurred 1n the salinity of drainage waters from the Wellton-Mohawk 

Irrigation and Drainage District and that continued improvement is 

anticipated. 

The Commission, with the scientific and engineering studies made by 

both Governments as a basis, thereupon adopted the following Resolution, 

subject to the approval of the two Governments, embodying the following 

Recommendations: 

1. That the United States construct at its expense an extension to 

the present Wellton-Mohawk District's drainage conveyanc·e channel, w1 th 

capacity of 353 cubic feet (10 cubic meters) per second, along the left 

bank of the Colorado River to a point below Morelos ~, and a control 

structure in that extension of the channel in the reach between Morelos 

Dam and the mouth of the Araz Drain, which structure would permit the 



Page 2 

discharge of the Wellton-Mohawk District's drainage vaters to the bed 

of the river at a point either above or below Morelo~ Dam. 

2. That the Commission permit execution ot the works wbich may be 

required for the extension channel to pass through Morelos Dam. 

3. That the extension channel and control structure proposed in 

Recommendation 1 be operated and maintained by the United states at its 

expense to discharge all of the Wellton-Mohawk District's drainage 

waters below Morelos Dam, except those which are discharged above the 

~ on the days and at such rates as ?t.exico may request in writing. 

4. That during the life of the present Minute and subject to the 

reservations ot Recommendation 111 the Commission account for Wellton­

Mohavk District's drainage waters as a part of those described in the 

provisions of Article 10 of the Water Treaty of February 31 1944, with 

the understanding a) that on the days for which Mexico requests water 

at the minimum winter rate of deliveries of 900 cubic feet (25.5 cubic 

meters) per second, the United States control waters reaching the 

limitrophe section of the Colorado River so that without including 

Wellton-Mohawk District's drainage waters, their flows be not less than 

8oo cubic feet (22.7 cubic meters) per second, their average flow be not 

less than 900 cubic feet (25.5 cubic meters) per second tor the total of 

such days during each winter period tor which the minimum rate is requested, 

and that the computation of that average flow not take into account flows 

in excess ot 1000 cubic feet (28.3 cubic meters) per second;. and b) that 
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the winter periods 1n reference extend from October l or each year 

through February ot the next following year. 

5. That throughout the life of this Minute, Mexico schedule water 

at the minimum rate of deliveries of 900 cubic feet (25.5 cubic meters) 

per second, for the maximuo practical number of days during each winter 

period, and for not less than 90 days. 

6. That the pumping of Wellton-Mohawk District• s drainage waters 

which are to be delivered to :tl.exico above Morelos I8m be coordinated., 

insofar as practicable, with Mexico's scheduled deliveries of water at 

the northerly boundary in order to minimize the salinity of these 
\ 

deliveries; with the understanding that during the period. October l to 

February 10 the United States pump insofar as practicable from the more 

saline wells in the District, and also during other periods when the 

total quantity of the Wellton-Mohawk District's drainage ~aters is 

discharged below Morelos Dam. 

7. That the United States endeavor to conclude arrangements to 

permit discontinuance of discharge of waters from the canal wasteways 

of the Yuma County Water Users' Association to the bed of the Colorado 

River below Morelos Dam, and if necessary for this purpose, construct 

and operate, at the expense of the United States, works needed so that 

such waters be delivered near San :Wis, Arizona, and San :Wis, Sonora; 

that Mexico pay for the increased cost of pumping which may be required 

to discharge these waters to Mexico at the delivery point near San Illis, 

Arizona, and San Luis, Sonora. 
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8. That this Minute be in effect during a period ot five years, 

beginning on the date on which the extension to the Wellton-Mohawk 

District's drainage coDveyance channel is placed in operation; and 

that <hiring this period the Commission review conditions which gave 

rise to the problem and in due time determine vhether1 in, keeping 

with the purpose expressed by both Governments of' achieving a permanent 

and effective solution, a new Minute ~ldJbe adopted to become 

effective upon termination of this period. 

9. 'l'ha't construction by the United States of works contemplated 

in this Minute be completed and the works be placed in operation by 

October 1, 1965 1 subject to the appropriation of' f'unds by the United 

States Congress to implement this Minute. 

10. That this Minute be specit1cally approved by both Governments. 

11. That the provisions of this Minute not constitute any precedent, 

recognition, or acceptance affecting the rights of either country, vith 

respect to the Water Treaty of February 3, 1944, and the general prin­

ciples ot law. 

The meeting then adjmrned. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 12, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Here is Max Taylor 1s weekly report received 
today, The attachment at Tab A is one you 
have seen before, but I thought you might want 
it because it is referred to in the body of the 
telegram. 

There is nothing sharply new here. Max .con­
tinues to believe that a "sustained program of 
air action" is the best immediate re1nedy. In the 
light of our discussions at Camp David, such a 
program is now being prepared by McNamara 
for your prompt consideration. 

fri.J. '3. 
McG. B. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 11, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Senator Fulbright 1 s letter on 
his talk with Ti to 

I attach a draft answer (Tab A) to a letter which 
Bill Fulbright sent you last week (Tab B) on his 
long talk with Tito last November. At Tab C is 
a summary which I have had prepared, and at 
Tab D is a long memorandum of conversation. 

,, \ .. ~ ~ 
/'I; 

McG. B. 

') 

'"'' \ .... ___ .......... 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 11, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Reply to Ti to 

Attached is a sharply revised version of the 
State Department proposed answer to 
President Tito. At Tab A is Tito's original 
message to you. The thought is that the 
answer should be made public after delivery. 
I have tried to reframe it so that it concentrates 
attention on aggression from the North and 
gives no hand-hold whatever for "negotiation." 

McG. B. 

Approved ----
Disapproved ----
Speak to me -----
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-AmemS•asy BELGRADE IMMEDIATE 

lNFOi Amembaaey CAIRO 

.Ecnbtel 1565 

NEW DELHI 
MOSCOW 
S.AlOON 
VIENTIANE 

I 
1
1• 

- . 
You "hould deliver following m•••age from President Johnson 

to Pre aldent Tlto 1oone•tt 

QUOTE Dear Mr. Prealdeut; 

-.. ~ I have r•celved your letter of March Z on the current situation 
~ . 

ln Vietnam. You~ interest in thl• dl.fflcult eltuatlon I• appr•c:lated. 

I share your desire that the outeofn.e be peaceful. 
r ; J., ~ . ' . . . 

. . 
· For:many year•. North Vietnam baa been providing essential · . .. 

arms ; ·auppll••• train•d manpowe.-~ and direction to the Viet Cong. 
.. .r .... J ..... .,,; 

Indeed, ffanol'a agir•••lon aaab1at South Vi•to.am ~~. the fundamental 

cause of the preaent dangeroua eUuation. It l• thl~ aggre·••lon· 

by, Hanoi that haa required def•n•ive measures on the patt of the ,. -

Vietnameae government ·and people as well a• .on the part of tboae who 

· have responded to ~lr. r•que•t for aa!Jlatance. To ignore thJ.• i 

· asgr•••lon ia to encourage lt. We mu.at 11ot lead lawless and expanalonlat 

elemen'' on the world seen• today to belleve that ags~reaalon ls an 

acceptable and effective means of condueUng international relatlona ~ 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

NSC Memo, 1/30/95, State Dept. Guidelines 
By, cb , NARA, Date ~ -\?>-9 
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. .. 
1he peace and ••c~riiy of nation•• large and •mall, would thereby · 

be Jeopardised~ 
1 

.. .. 

T The actlona the Unlte·d State• I• tald.n; ln Vietnam are at the 

reque•t ot and ln aupporfof the Oo\ternmont of the Republic of:· 

Vietnam. They are directed at countering the externally instigated 

•nd aupported lna\U'gency in Sou.th Vi•ttiam. Our military operatlaca 

north of the 17th par~ll•t •. in cooperation with those of the Vietnamese 

armed forces, are dlrect•d agaln•t: those ba1e1 and thoa~ route• by 

which th!• extemal •upportis aent into South Vietnam. Our actions: .. 

will conttnu• to be auch an.d tanly such aa are made n•c·•••ary by 

. . 

continuing aur•••lon by North Vietnam agalnet the government and 

people .of South Vietnam. {jie afi not expanding t1m eudll.ct lex SQ\ithia•t 

but are couunutug our eflona to help detlnd the frff&sm amt 

·-

Looking toward tile future. when Hanoi stop•· ltit aggr•••lon asain•t -

South Vietnam. the Unlt•cl State• wlll withdraw the military preaenc:e 1 • 

i. t la tnaintalnlng in Vietnam. _. Should Ha~l ahow itself willing to leave 

ita neighbor• alone. ·there would t>e no need for our defonelve actioue 
r • I 

against mlUta z.:y tarset• ln NorthtVietuam, and there would be no bar 
,I -

to the peaceful •ettlement of the. Vtetoa.meae queatton. 

. ,. .. 

. . 
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.I hope. therefore• Mr. Pr••ldenl., that you will under'~~nd 1 

.. 

.. .. "'- ...... 

cl•arly th:e motive• ·of my aovetnment and of the Oovern.rneni of the 

Replablic of Vietnam aud that. ' lc-ye>m conver•adon• and commuulc:atton• 
\ . 

wt.th the leader a of other couotrl•• • you "411 r•flect this understandiu.g. 

Wo deaire a peaceful outcome to ~ts troubled •ltu.atlon. but it mu•t 
·... ..._ 
Se an out~Qme that will promote th• fre•dom, 1i0i the tubjugaUon. of -. . 
the South Vietnam••• people. 

... ' 
r 

Sincerely yqura ; . ~ -

. ' . ... 

• I 
I • • • 

.l 

-
Lyndon s. Johna~ EN.D QUOTE 

'' 
White Howse plans to relea•e text of meaeage after delivery. 

Notlly Depaltment by IMMEDIATE cable or phone when measa.ge' - ... 
' 

- delivered • . 
- ... ~ ........ __ ,J/f/111' - • -. , 
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March l l , t 965 

Dear General Jolm•on: 

I accept your r••lpatlon with rearet. 

On the oeca•loa of your · eecoud retlremeut from aetdve duty, 
l Join with many otbe:re In acbowledalul your imJQrtailt con· 
hib\ltion ovei- the year• to the ••curlty ot ·the United Sta.tea. 
When called back to the 1ervlce''of ·your country b1 Preetdet 
Sohn F. Komiodr in 1961• you bad already earned our hl&h••t 
mllltary rallk n4 the oatlon.' • hl1b.e•t reeogultloca for mllltal'y 
•alor, the Coasr••alonal Medal of Honor. 

For tho paat tbJ"ee year• you have ••rved th• Pr"••ldent aud 
the Nadorial Sec:u .. lty Council a• the leader of a group deallag 
with the for•moat pJOblom.• of 11atloaal •ecurlty. In thl• role 
yo" have added to your prevlou mUUary contrtbutioua &be 
lmportaai aerrice of proridlaa the Pre•ldent with .a c;laar. 
uptod. objecdve. aad peo.etratlog araaly•l• or the •ta.tu• of 
our a&Uo1lal defea•••· 

Your lifetime of •ar\'lce to your 4:0Wltry durlas a critical 
period in hl•tory ha• bee outtt&adina. OD behalf of your 
countl"ymeca, I expreaa deep appredatloa for all you have 
done. 

With be•t wl•he• for the future, 

Siucerel y, 

0.hral Leoo W. JohnllOn, USAF -tf 
Director, Met Evaluation Subcommittee · 
Waahlnaton, D. c. • 20301 

LBJ:McGB:du 



-March 11, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SU!UECT: Releaee ot Nuclear Weapons to Air Defen•• 
National Ou.ard Unite 

1. In the attached memorandum Secretary MeNamara 
la•t year requ••ted autkorhy tor ome r gea.cy release of o:a.elear 
alr def•nae weapons to Natloaal Ga.ard -mdt•. Under piieaent 
arrangement•~ Natloll&l Qua.rd ah! defen•• units would ~ •low 
to act ln an emer1ency due to admlmatnU.ve requlreme_nt'a tor 
1ederallatlon. The requested authority would permit release 
of weapon• and operaUOllal employment ln accordance with 
emergency action procedure• approved lo't' ffgular f orcee. 

t Mld up thia action laat yeal' because of the rlslt ot mtauaderetandb.\I • 
in the light of the controversy over control of nuclear weapon•. 
Thi• l• ln fact a quite routJ.ae adjustment of e mergency procedure•• 
but it m!ght not have seemed ao ln 19.t•4. Secretary McNamara 
and tho Joint Chlels ol Staff now feel that U abould be approved. 
and I asr••· 

Approve ___ _ 

.DlaapproYe ---

MeOeora• Bundy 

DECLASmlED 
LO. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
NLJ 9't ·37 

By C& , NARA, Date~ir 



March 10, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE PRESmENT 

Here la a paper on relatlona·wf.th Elseabower 
prepared by Clifton. Jf you agree. t tb.lnk we 
ahow.d accept tbe suggutloa that Goodpaster 
10 and see General El8enhower sometime next 
week. If you agree, Iwlll arranae lt. 

McG. B. 

Cioodpaater should go __ _ 

Let's wait -------

::,, , 
J . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 10, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE PRESIDENT 

This is a telegram from Harriman on India which he 
asks to have shown to you. I think it is good and 
accurate. We all feel that between now and the 
Shastri visit we shall have to look hard at our policy 
toward India, and there will be more papers on this 
subject before then.· 

McG. B. 

/01 _,.,., 



March 9. 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOB THE PRESIDENT 

Oo Saturday you i&Ye me back the atiac.bed .Pana.ma Commlsdotl paper• 
auage•ting that the ll at showed ty,pkal Harvard bllndo•a a In lta lack of 
Southern ao.d Weatern UJembe_.e. 

1 am ciW.t• willing to &l ve thl• back to John Macy lf you waa.t me to, but 
my own ·tbo~gbt ta that your bitlal approval l• wl•er. 

I am led to title cc:nu:lUAMi>A bec:au1e the record ohow• that we tried very 
bard to got Westerner•. · We wa~ed York from CalUoro.la and we waci.d 
Brown from Texaa, but they had 4Ulerea& kinds ot coaflld• of !o.ten•t. 

However. ·a• it Se, whea you take theli- blrthplacea. the•• five mea are 
not mere Yankees. Anderson and Ei••nhower were bot"n ln TeJCA•. 
Field• waa born In lndlaaa. Brooke ln Ohio, and only Mercbaat l• a 
New Yorker. ., 

Finally, thoao who are malda1 the recommeadatlona to. you are also · 
not mere Yanke••· Andereoa and Mann were born ID Texaa, AUea ln . 
Wost Vlrglllla, aud Macy In Chicago. lt la true tht.t moat of them llOW 

work la the .Ea•t, but nobody ever called Mr .• Bayb\lra. an Easterner and 
he was here a long time. 

To pltt it another way, Macy and l wl.11 get your measa.ge, but I do wonder 
if thi• package needs to be re-made at tbl• late date. 

M.cO.B .. 

D-.mn lt. get me a Westerner _____ _ 

Oh hell, do thb one Macy'• way ____ _ 

Attachment 



, i. 

March 9. 1965 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

I auggeat t.lte l.ollowing answer 
to Galbraith. . lf you alp .it, 
I would expect to ~ telephone. him 
and put it on the Hue th.at 

, Wlleon'• April vt.it will be 
•h&rply counterproductive if 
be .lhowd use it to put heat on 
ua for negotl&tloua. 

Mc:O.B. 

.·~-



. .. . -;:;: 

Oea.r Ken: 

1 "vant to thank you !or your letter of March 3 
reporting your talk with Harold Wilson. We ~re· 
tryina to keep in close toucb with the Prbne 
~1inister. and we t-ecognizc hh problems. Wh.at 
is just a& important b that ho ehoutd :rece>gni:e 
ou1 .. s, and I am asking W~c Bundy to give you it 
ring on thia point because it may well !:le that a 
private word from you would be het'pful. 

Si.acer ely • 

. ·~ 

The Honorable Joh11 Ken=:eth Galbraith 
Harvard University 
Ca.mbddge. Massachusetts 

LBJ:McGB:du 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.-COHFfDEMTIAL March 9 , 1965 ! . 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

THRU: Mr. Jack Valenti 

SUBJECT: Two requests for appointments I 
I 

1. David Harlech asks to come in and say good-bye 
< 2'~ I 

any time Thursday:, or Friday morning. He will need only a few }). ' 
minutes, and will be glad to come at any time that is convenient / 
for you. He will come on or off the record, as you choose. 1( 1(~~ 

Yes / f~ No · ~~.( 
. 7_; ~,,-f (S~~~ ) 

On the record I' Off the record ~ )..> rJ 

2. Tom Finletter will be in Washington Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday, and asks for 5 or 10 minutes alone. 
My guess is that he wishes to discuss his own future, and while 
you can turn him back to Dean Rusk if you choose, his place on 
the North Atlantic Council is so important that you may wish 
to handle it yourself. My own strong feeling is that he should 
be encouraged to retire. I am very fond of him, but he has 
always been rigid, and it is a trait which increases with age. 

Ye & -----

--- ·-----.-.----
·., 

No -----
~ 
McG. B. 

_, 
/ 



Will you please so inform • 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 9, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Cable from London 

This is Embassy London's report of Wilson's 
performance in debate on Vietnam today. 
Given his own problems, he handled it very 
well, and if you th.ought well of the idea, I would 
propose to express our appreciation to Harlech 
tomorrow. 

IH~ 
McG. B. 

Yes 

No ----
Leave it to me when I see .- j 

Harlech on Friday V -----

€0tiiFIDE~JTIAL attachment 
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Ma¥ch s. 1965 

MEMORANDUM roa THE PRESIDENT 

VIA: Mr. Valenti 

SUBJECT: A Quiet Talk at Camp David 

When 1 called Dean llu.sk to auga••t a aua-etlna Tue•clar. Ile reminded 
me there wu a Con1r•••lo~l Beceptlon that night. So l checked 
with Jack Valenti arad he tella me that be aaswne• you m\\lt mean 
W edneaday. since that i• your fJ.rat free eveulna. 

Wedaeaday la free for bOtb Buak and McNamara and McNamara 
particularly think• 1t a very good !dea to have a quiet talk thl• way. 
Bob's view la that the meetlng ahould be atrJ.ctly limited to you aad 
Rusk and Jdmaelf and me• Wllo•• you. youraelf wut to add Oeo11ge 
Ball or McNaU1hton. 

l ml•lnformecl you about General Johnaou. He l• •taying eight day•• 
but McNauptou baa come back after four. McNaughton arrived tbia 
moralng and ho will join u• &t luoch.tomorrow. 

You may wlah to watt until aft•~ the luncheon tomorrow before making 
a declelon about the Wechioaday evenl1lg matter. but l would add my 
owu warm eup,port to . Bob'•· 1 think a quiet talk ln the mountain• 
would be very JCOOd for &U of us. 

'l'he one disadvantage with Wednesday i• that lt le Mike Feldman'• 
farewell reception at the State Depat"tment. but l think a phone call 
to Mlko and & m••age vla Lee White would deal with that reasonably 
well. 

McG.B. 



March 7, IS 

MR. PRESWENT: 

This intelligence memorandum ls 
the latest that we have on Com­
munist attitudes toward .a conference 
over Vietnam. 

McG. B. 

CIA Staff Memo No 10-65 - 3/5/65 
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March 6, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESD>ENT 

My pr••• apeotntmenta March 2 ... ~ 

1. PbU Potter· came IA on March 3 •t ht.a reqoe1t to talk about South• 
east Aala.' He aald he had aome ldeu and I said 1 would U.ten. to blm 
but not talk back. . Most of . ht.a Ideas had to do wlth the ~ellrabWty of 
PuUln& tile monkey OD the back of :Peklnl• not Haaol. ! tbbk thla l• 
not a pai-ttcularly 1ood ldea. but l lla~n.ed to lt. 

2. Jim Deakin of the St. Lout• Put Dle!t.cb came in oo March 4 at 
hie req"88t. He ta 4olaa a atoziy oa my rotber and ,me. I £ou.acl him 
P"••bla bard on the notloa t.Ut the Prealdata l• advt.sect oa17 by hawks. 
I think ·be 1ot eome ol thla from Marqute Childs. .l 1ave .blrn quite a 
lectu.I'• on the fact tbat the 1overiuneat J\l•·t doee not work that way aad 
that 9QU lulet on bavlaa all eldu of the problems examtaed by all of 
70tar advleers. Slace Potter bad alvea ·me eometblaa of the eame lt~, 
J Infer tbat there le 1o••lp ll\ the prae•• corps to the .effect that you are · 
lonely Jn. Hawkvllle wlth aa beautiful dovea like Ro1•~ Hllaman to keep 
yOt1 •tn.lgld. 

3. I also Al OUen of tbe Wall Street Journal oa Marca·• at hf.a request. 
l orlpaally let hlm come ta becauae he said tut wae dolq a story· oo. the. · 
Cabinet Uld bad talked •lta other etaa off leer•~ I fowid blm pretty 
•«>114 oa ·the Cabb:aet ••he bad lt etralsbt in b.l• mlnd tbat yo• nanaact · 
your ·main 1:naalaeaa with Cablnet olllcen and uae the Wb..Ue Hau•• stall 
to •~t your OVID work but not to replace tbe C&bbwt. Du,t bl I.Ile 
course af the meeting h9 took off on the AclmJaiatration•• pree• policy, 
aa4 I beard a Uae·of arpmeat whlch mu•t 1* parallel to what he eal4 
OQ TV alld which I wlll uot bother to _..peat to you.. 

'. Hu.git Sld.8'f came bl at bl• requeet for a talk after a phone converea­
tlcm la which be made lt clear that he wae comf.ns to prals• and aot .to 
crltlctse. He 'beau by aaldq U l did not tblnk that Tlme bad 1reatly 
improved IA tile laat two moatba, and when. I uked him what be meut, 
be went on to tell me how Luce hl.maelf had complalaed \'loleady about 
the arUcle on tbe White Houa ataff a while back._ He also gave me to 



~··· 

underataad. that Donovan la ve17 much tn cbar1e and ·tbat he llkeit · lt tbat 
way. Ud 'by lmpllcatloa I 1ot tbe lniitre••l011 that . ~o Fuerbr!Da•,.•• 
prejudice• are now \Ulder some control. Sldey wa• IAtereeted malmy la 
the Prealdent ae Commaader•ln·Cb.lel • . He seemed to 'teel tb.t.t you were 
tna"'•a you declaloaa wltbout a ·lot of crlale flap an.ct lou.1 CadlUacai~ l 
aareed and told bim that uevertbele•• you were la touch witlt. tbe .wlD 1• . 

. . . . . -~~ ~ 
•ltuatiora u4 watched with parUcnlar ear• whea. o~4•r• ,.Ji AJhe•r~~J!.tic~J1'· , \ 
tlon lavol~ the. Uvea of Americau •• a• O•ora• Reedy•• b-rlellna• would 
ahow hbn. I alao pointed out that yot1 were coordloatl.ng the u. s~ policy 
operat1-• not simply aa Commaoder-ln.•Chlef but aa the chief policy 
maktt with American. paabUc oph\lon. aa.d with lorelan aovernmentl. I 
aleo. took the occaalon to note the crmtimdng lmpOl'tance of our work ln. 
South Vietum U.elt, and emphaalsed your awaren••• ol all ot the•• 
a•pecta ~the problem. Being ln a good mood, he aeemed to be reapoo• 
•Ive. We will ka.ow- more abo\at lt 04 Moaday when ~ com.es ou.t. 

Flaally, I •aw JOft Ale op lor lwich today. Thia ls the 011e m•etlng wJUcb 
I udertook becaaae of frleadahlp aQd not beca·uae of a teellng that lt 
would be Aelpful to our work. It turned out to be tb.e eaele•t of the lot. 
J"oe think• tbat you have hanctled the ·v1emame1e attuttou with masalflcent 
cOQ .. age an4 wisdom. aad be thlab the flr•t :reactloaa- both abroad aad at 
home are htably eDCov.rasma. He a•k•d me no embarraa•bla queatlou 
at all of any d••crlptlon. and &'bout OAe•half of ou dme was a.;mally •peat 
on thlap like the Vlklna•• the bad b.ablt• of mod.em pziof•••or•, arid the 
pecuUadd.•• ol Gaulllat France. Early on I made lt clear to Joe that 
I would 1\0t dt.cuaa the problem Of oqr press policy la any way. •baJM' o,. 
form, and. he •tayed entirely away from the •abject. 1 doubt V91'f much 
tbat aayth.lag ll!'otn tbl• lunch ls 11.kely to appear ln aaybo4y•a column, but If 
l do ••e a trace of it ta bia work or anyone elae '•• J will Ila& tt. 

Joe made tt very clear that while he bad been worried a.Ad uOtlbled 
about the queatloa whether we were really ready to eti.y with it in. Vlet­
nam, Utd bad wrlU.a col\lnUUt out ol thl1 wor-,y, he 1• now fQll o£ reapec' 
and admlrattoa for what JO\& have don•. I have seldom 11eeu hf.min a 
moi"• rea1oraable. and grown-up tram• ol. mind~ He cleas-ly wanta to come 
back on board. 

· McG. B~ 



Ma~ch '· 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Attached at Tab A ls a sharply revised ver•loa of 
a long draft letter to Shastri prepared In the 
De~m of State. J: have revlaed it so that it 
protects your posltlon and wou.ld do uo damage If 
pu'bllabed. At the same time it ls polite to Sbaatri 
and will# I think. give him no offense. 

It has taken the Department some tbi'ee weeks to __ ~ 
prepare thla letter- 80 that it ls now time to set the 
answer out. I can assure yoa tbat we have been 
presalng on every front. but this ls one of those 
diplomatic communicadoaa wlllch falls betweea 
stools in State. 

Sbaetrl'e letter is at Tab B. · 

McG. B • . 

Approved ----
Dia approved ---
Speak to rne ---
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MEMORANDUM FOil THE PRJrSmENT 

PERSONA~ .AND SENSITIVE · 

... 

.. · 
.. . ' 

,,. . 

D•an Ruak. Bob McNamua, and I epent 2 lt2 hO\U'• toaetber last 
night on Vietnam • . The following aeneral conclu•tona •m•rsod: ... 

l • On the evidence eo tar OUJt air actlon• ln North Vietnam and 

. . 

Laoa have cau••d •omewhat l••• international ~••ctlon than we •xpected • . - ·; 

d' 

~ propagfl.Qda ud the dernonatrad.ons are Inevitable. and eo are the 
reacitona of the w~d·be neaottato••, her• and abroad. Yov own .. eftec- ". · _ '· 
ttve work baa brought the Ame~lcan tieaetlon wider c:Olluol, at least for 
the preaent.- We sot an lnadvert•nt asal•t fl'Om U Thant on tble because _ 
ble outra~ou comment• aolldUled a lot oi Con1-ree1to . opSnton. w • _: .,- · 
have not driven the Chin •• and tbe Sovleta together, aa the demonet:ra- -- .. 
tlon1 and Chlneae complaint• •how. We have c.e .. talnly not perauaded :~· · ~. · 
Haiiol to leave lt• nelahbora alone, but we ~y have made a beginning. -:~ :-'~· 
Moat important of all, we may be moving. wltb l••• f rlctlo~ than we ~- .·. 
ant1ctpated, toward a altuatlon ln which lnternatlonal oplnloa ma,- .e1ard • . .... _ -
our c-tlona apmat the North as a natu:wral J'lply agatnet Viet Con.a opera.· .. :,,_,_:·. 
tlona in the South. If th.le can W done by conttnu'°I our meaeured and _. :.;-
fitting action• over the comln1 weeks, It wlll be a MW and Important .Y· 

cban1•1 It will be mo1t belplul to ua apln•t guerrilla infiltration. o.er tho 
long run, wbai.ver the eventual reewt in Vietnam. · 1·. '-... . _.,. 

~ T ' 

- My own vlew te that ti tbl• _.••ult le achieved •• and· Dean aaya that - l 

·Ambaaaado' Thompaoa who baa been •k•pUcal. le now 'ult• hopeful ..... 
about tt ••it wlll be your ~raonal achievement. You alone -- aaa.lut ~­
your nolaleat advieera ·•• made the baelc decleton to p~•••nt theae actions 
within the f~amewol'k al a condm.l!!a J?21lcy and a contln'!l!I e!"P'?•e and : 

-· 

not aa maJoJl new departu••· Tt. beat and •lrnple1t ctocwnentary _. 
•vldenc:e of thl9 la in tu amendment• wbleh you ma4- to the •P4t•ch which 
waa never 1lven. I am boldt.na that docurn•nt for youy memolra. . . · · ~ . - -. 

2. Two of the three of ua ·think that the chances of a turn•around " 
Jn South Vietnam remain losa than eveDJ th• brutal tact la tbat we have 

.· 

· PERSONAL-SENSlTJ-

DECLASSIFIED · . ·: ·::~:~~ 
E.0 . 12356, Sec. 3.4 ·:>~~ 
NIJ Sb- d. .So ·.:.·:.\ 

81 ··.;~, NARA, Date -3 -/"{:;-89 
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'PE.RSONA L .AND S.. ;SITIVE 

• • ~- .~ J~ '., .. .. 

, .. . . 
M•11 lo•ln1 arotmd &£ an intt•aaln1 :rat• lD the counuyel4• In Janq.ary ·. ~- ·"'=· . -' 
and Fe'btillal'Y· The air actions have lUted morale. but it 18 not clea• .. ~~~ ·-· .. 

? •ll 
now much* and thew• la no evidence yet that the new government ha• the · · 
ntc•••ary wW. ekUl .:and human i-eaourcea which a turn·~roW\d will· 
require. . , - - :··-. ""-. _ _ ..... 

~- I { T - • • 

I 

Moreo~_.. OU7 own bule lr&m9Work for tlut eupport of tbe pactllca-
tl0n p"ogram 1eav•• • great deal to .be de•lred. CIA•t nlsht Bob McNamara __ 
•aid for th• flrlt tlm• what many OtheJ&• have thou1ht for a Iona time •• 
that the Pen.•aon and the mUltary h&vo been goln1 at this ibJ.na the w .. on, 
way round l•om the very bestnninll th.ey'"have' lJ••n eoaeenuatlng on 
mlHtary r•eulu apln1t pitrl'lllae. bl the fl•ld, when th-, ahould have -

~· . 
~ been c=.~1t~atlna on mt•o.t• polle• control from th• lndlvldual vlllaa•r : 

on •P· 'thla ta a point which Loda• will make ·lo ~ r•P9Jtt whteh la '° be .· 
delivered to you Monday afternoon before )'OUl' m .. tln.1 wlth hlm .. on 1'u.e1• · 
day.)- I ·- • .. •. ""-, ,';. .. • '19' ...... ~· ~.' :/ 

... ~ t ... .. ... 

• I - .. ,/.,:r 

~ · .. w • all nevt:rthelee • asr•• that \Vhatevei- the odd• and wbat•ver the 
4

• • ._ ~ • 

d.Uflcultl••• we muat coatleue to mak.4t evety conceivable et ort ln the 
pacUlcatJ.on ar•a. Thia ta the pupate of the .Tohnaon 1'.l'll11lon, and the . ·. ·. ~-.. 
relf\tl.h of that ml11lon 1hould 'be available for dbcuaelon wlth you ea~ly -. · .- • ~ 

t .k ' .· •1 nex we • .,,. . ·~- t~ .,.,. .. • _ ·, •• -
'I ..... .. ~ ~ •• • .... . ... - ... .,_.' ... ·, - . 

· ;_ .., 3 ~ Th•r• te on•· partlcululy tousb l••u• on whl~h w• will a•t 
cO?nm•At next week. both f:rom the .Tohalon ndealoft and the Lodge report. . ... ~ 
That l• the ciu••tlop. of the oraantu.tloii and manaaement ol dle u. s. 
te&m ln Salaoa. McNam~a and I,. U the dftlelon w•r• our• to make. 
would brlng Taylor back and pu' Alex Jobnaon ln cha~&•• wttb. a youaer r •• 

- man foonc-etvably John McNaushtoa) •• Cblet of sea«. Ruak. McNamai-a, 
and I haw all learned tram •epaiiatf chllulel• that wttbtn the country 
team it 1• In fact Alexia who le looked to tor l•d•r•btp and. tor coordlna• 
tlon. Max bas Wen gallant, determ&o.od. &Jld honorabl• to a fault, but h• 
ha• tho been rlatd, item.ote and eomettm•• abrupt. W• all ·r•cognlae 
that Taylor ha. 1erved an enorMou.•ly lm.portut purpose In keoptns 
A~••loan ophllon from dlvulon and crltlc;iam. but our mclinatlon would .. 
b~t to bdn1 blm back not later than the ·fbet of ''"" lot a final ouad ot · -.. 
onauliatJ.~ , anct dtacue•ioa, and releaae from hl• dutlea at th• end of the 

year (or which be orlslnally contracted. CH• took ti. oath on July 2. ~ 
·-• •I 

PERSONAL .. SENSJTIVE ._,gecaET 

·. 

-. ,, 

_, 
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1 • t.. ·. 4. W• talked al•O about our lnt•~t1atlo~ polttlcal. po1ttton. We .u·· ·. · 
' aaree that eo tar we JuLve tollO\Ved the rlaht cour ae, but we continue t.O 

believe that lt 1• Important to defend and to bwlst on .o..W· pollcy in every 
foarwn. That ta why Dun has apeed with enthualaem to your p11»pQ1al for 
bl'i•flna• Of Ambaaaadore, and. that l• also why he baa taken on thl• heavy 

1 

1che4ule of puhUc appearances ln th• immediate tutu~•. . . \. 
' - ~ }~ 

5. Thewe remains a real qu.eation b1 our trdnda ae .·to how mucb we 
t•' ehould open the door to a weadbae•• fozt ''talks. 0 Thie la a point on whleh .. ·. ~ 

both Dean, a1ld Bob e1peclally, are quite conce~ned. They bOtb. teel. : , 
tor 10-rn1wbat dW•r•nt reaaont • that lt l• tm.portant to •how that we ai-e : ·. ~ · 

• r••h to talk •bout Vietnam •· .always on our own term.a .... f.n au app)tO• 

.' 

pi'late lntttnatlo_nal channels. Thty pola.t out that In one sense that le 
exactly what _. are dom1 now ln our bl'ieftoge of Ambaa1ado1'a • and lo ·~ 
our tough talk with. I>obry~n. and in public· atatementa which couatltute · :. · 

~-!j. 
dlplomatf.c acttoaa. But Bo1> soea a lot furthe ... He believe• that we ahould .. 1. . 

find a way to have real talk• ln an lnteroatlonal mt•tbi&• Cl think hi.a motlva• ~:: · 
tlon le that we wlU need a c::onleren.;• table U thlna•· 10 wo•••• ae he ex- . ~ : -
peete.) Dean tAd Bob both teel that to hold some of 01.111 allies we may ·. ~ · · 
11••d '°be• llitle leaai rlald aboai *'talk•" than we bave ln the lli•t ten day•· ~~·: _ 
The panlcula~ pre.11ure whlcb le vlatl>l• today -l• from the J.bltl•b• who . , :· ~ · · 
bavtl b.e•n med• nervou by one eub• cabinet reel1natlon and a lot of yanuneJ'• _ .. · 
lo.a from tbeh own Cburche.• aad McGov••n•. What the Drltlah want l• to . .. . ~­
make •om• -.plo~atlou toward the poa •lblllty ol. talk•. an.d to aay that '.'r r =. ·~ .;_ -
U.y have been In C0119ultation with us. Tbte la not an ut'·g•nt matter ov•r ~ ·~ · . 
th9 w•ek end, ·u only becaut• Wilaon l• •af•ly ta Bonn. it will be up fo~ · _ _ -:. 
Judpn•t early next week. .. . . . . . - . · ; ... ~ 

. . - .. - . . 
My own opb1lon on the aen•ral dlplonatlc front la that we can alwaya -·.:·.. . . 

1•t to the comerence ta'bl• when we need to, and that th••• l• no ar•at --- - 1. . · · . · 

~1'1 about It rlaht now. (Dean Ruk •ar•••· thouab he wante to k••P the _ . • _.~: 
Brldeh jut happy •Aough to hold them aboard.) I tblnk there l• a 1ot ·:':: ~ t 
to be aald tor detailed and careful study ot th• 'ba•plnbls probhm ID all 
the va.-loua fo~rn• whlob lt may 4"'9lOP ~.:- .But fol- the moment lt seem• .. · ":. -:--· ~-~ 
to me that we ue exactly right to atlck on the line wbleh you have set. !" · · · . . · 
Tu one thloa we mtaht add la that of cour•e wo ai-e wlUlns to talk about .. .. . 
en41D1 the. North Vietnam••• assr•·•elon and t1*t talka on..!!!l•ubJ•ct II) ' 
any forum wo\ald always be welcome. Dean's ba.c.kpound•r yeater4-y 
weat a llttle way in tbla dlrec.tton, aad l think we woW.d all ht help.O by -
knowmg y~ own reactlon to the l'•nltlng a tor lea by aobe~t• • Frankel~ 
et al • . . t -

"~ L • • 

• l --. ~ 
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6.. Bob and l pi-e11td upon Dean. our own. feellqe that lt la lm.po•tant · 
to 1-vo couttaaeacy plamsma on what we •hould do fl tn epltl el our best 
•i.fol'te th•r• b •Jther eecaJatlon by the enemy !OI' c:ond.nued •harp 4•w•lotra• · -
don In South Vietnam. Tu mi1'tary elannln1 lor r•aeUona &o e1c;aladon 
I• mady done, wt we do not feel conflcleat that w• know jut what our -
actual dtci•toaa •heuld be and woiald be if thlr• were North Vt•tnam••• 
po~ movemente over tht demaw:atton line or lar,e mOvept•nta of 
Cbhio•t lo~••• into North Vl•tnam• or both. W• e1dmate both of th••• 
ae v.nltkelr f o• the moment, but w• have to be lleady lor them. The crucial 
queadOl'l l•• f.lt a ••n••• whetber bd when you would authcn-1.&• land.blp of · 
a number of U- S. dlvialon• In Soutb Vletu.m. 
I 

A clos•ly related flU••tlon on eacaJatloa ls wb.ethe,_. it would be ua•• , 
ful d1ht now to get a aubaiantlal allfAd ,rQt.Uld force bl. place m the centl'&l 
and n.orthetn p&l't ot Vietnam. Max Taylo.r l• doU'btful about thl•• but In th• 
heat ol dlecu11lon 1aat alpt 8.u•k• McNam&S'a and I all Dought lt ~01'th 
•••iou• further explontton. A lore• whloh had Auatraliana. •Ulplnoa, . ..,~ 
Tba.la. Ko••&u al'l4 coue•lvahly •ven Pald1tanl1 would 1t,,.. ~•al lnter• · · 

· national ~o1or to the del•u• -of S~t:h Vietnam and would alao have a aub• ~· , ,· . 
~ •t&ntJ.al bnktn1 ell••t on any pos•lble Commwd•t eecaJatlon. We will be , ... ;~ .. 

aeldn1 for you- thoqht• on W• ONt too. - ... 
. 
. ' 

1. ; J'lnally. on ~ sub.feet oi o ontbl1•ncy thtftldcg for •ha•p 
detertorat!oa, we ap-Md.ln eplte of !>tan Rualt' - i-•••rvatlQQlt &hat such .. 
thialdaa ahou.ld k 4one ••but very.vety privately. lluek polota out that . 
when mu 1wen look a• it tbAty were plamllq '°" c.tet•at, they make def eat ... ~ 
mol'e likely, and be la •lght. So our current plh la that there ehWld be : 

·""- no p&per work on th.it •ubJ•ci- at alll but aimply aol'mt lnteulve dl1cu••lon. ..: 
ltmlted com.pltwty to thtl thr.•• oi ws an4 o~ •ubO•dJn.t.te eaob. There will \ 
bet no papu•, ao4 thls ml••lon wlll not exlat aD.)1W'bttl'e except In tbla , 

·~ m.emorandum. 
. . 

a. l need not t•U you. llow helpful it wlU be to have your readlo118 · 
to tbU dl•cuaat.oa. There ta notblng tn lt that mak•• lt Ul'pnt ln you . 
to •••pond today o-,: tomor11ow. bu• I will be rl1ht her• II you want to corn• 
mint. · 

PBRSQNA L· SENSITIVE 41H!MB¥ -
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 5, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE PRESIDENT 

A Random Thought 

In reviewing our public statements on Vietnam, I 
found myself re-reading your TV conversation with 
Lawrence, Sevareid and Brinkley on March 14 last 
year. It reads even better after a year, and it does 
suggest to me that you might do the same thing at 
about the time of the anniversary. 

The format of this conversation is one which puts 
the control .. fully in your hands, and at the same time 
puts you immediately in touch with a large number of 
Americans. This has the effect of undercutting 
the press middle-man who complains that there is not 
enough news. It also has the effect of giving the 
country a direct feeling of having a President who is 
a man of peace at the same time as a res_ponsible 
Commander-in-Chief. 

At the same time, it would give you a chance to make 
it clear that the Great Society and the meeting of our 
world responsibilities are not inconsistent with each 
other, but are part and parcel of one program and 
leader. 

McG. B. 



FOR RELEASE AT 6:00 P.M., EST March 15, 1964 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

TH:6 WHITE HOUSE 

TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIET!? WITH THE PRESIDENT 
CONDUCTED BY WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE OF THE 
AMERICAN BROAOCASTING COMPANY; ERIC SEVAREID 
OF THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM; AND 
DAVID BRINKLEY OF THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING 
COMPANY, AT THE WHITE HOUSE, MARCH 14, 1964. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Mr. President, considering the violent 
and abrupt manner of your succession to the Presidency,. I 
think everyone agrees that the transition has gone remarkably 
smoothly. Did this just happen, or did you start to plan 
these things, say, in those few hours in Air Force One.as you 
flew back from Dallas? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we had a lot of help in the 
planning, Mr. Lawrence, a lot of thoughts that went through 
my mind, as I left the hospital, and on the way to Air Force 
One, and while we were waiting for Judge Hughes and Hrs. 
Kennedy to come aboard, I wasn't sure whether this was an 
international conspiracy or just what it-was, or what might 
happen next. I was sure that the whole Nation had been shaken 
and the world would be in doubt. 

As I rode back, I recognized that our first great 
problem was to assure the world that there would be continuity 
in transition, that our constitutional system would work. I 
realized the importance of uniting our people at home and 
asking them to carry forward with the program, so ± immediately 
planned to have the bipartisan leaders come to the White House 
upon my arrival. 

I asked the members of the Cabinet who were then 
in town, the Director of the National Security Council and 
MrQ.McNamara and others to meet me at Andrews, and I appealed 
to all of those men to work with me on the transition and to 
try to so conduct ourselves as to assure the rest of the world 
that we did have continuity and assui-e the people of this 
country that we expected them to unite. 

Very shortly thereafter, President Eisenhower came 
down and spent sorre time with me exploring the problems that 
he expected to arise· confronting a new Presidente President 
Truman came in .and gave me his counsel, and we started off 
with the help and plans of a good many people and substantially 
well organized. 

I don't know how well the Government did its part 
of the transition, but the people's part was well done. 

MR. LAWRENCE: What were your first priorities, Mr. 
President? 

THE PRESIDENT: The first priority was to try to 
display to the world that we could have continuity and t.ran­
si ti on, that the program of President Ke·nnedy would' be·· carried 
on, that there was no need for them to be disturbed »and fear­
ful that our constitutional system had been endanqared. 

(OVER) 
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To demonstrate to the people of this country 
that although their leader had fallen, and we had a nw 
new President, that we must have unity and we must close 
ranks, and we must work together for the good of all 
America and the world. · 

MR. LAWRENCE: Well, did you have any concern 
about the international posture that you must adopt so 
that: one, all of our allies would be reassured: and 
our potential enemies wouldn 1 t get any wrong ideas? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes: and I spent the first 
full week meeting with more than 90 representatives from 
the nations of the world, and trying to explain to them 
our constitutional syst@m, and what they could expect 
under it and how we carry on the program ' that we had 
begun, and that I had been a part of .the Kennedy-Johnson 
ticket that won the election in 1960; that we had a 
Kennedy-Johnson program, that I had been a participant 
in the formulation of that program and that we would 
carry it ~ on, maybe not as ~~11 as the late President 
could have, had he lived, but as best we could, and they 
need have no fear or no doubt. 

MR. LAWRENCE: What was the image that you 
wanted the potential enemy to get? 

THE PRESIDENT: That we were sure and we were 
confident that we .were united, that we had closed ranks, 
and not to tread on us. 

MR. SEVAREID: Mr. President, on November 24th 
both the President and you, the Vice President, were in 
the same city, and six cabinet officers were in the same 
airplane, going to Tokyo. 

Hae there been any dispositions or regulations 
since to avoid such concentration? 

THE PRE~IDENT: Yes, I don't think that we 
realized at that time that so many Cabinet officers were 
on this trip to Tokyo. And of course in retrospect we 
can see a good many things that took place that we wish 
we had made better plans for. 

But immediately upon returning to Washington, 
I made it clear to the Cabinet that we didn't wany any 
goodly number like that leaving town at th~ same time, 
and that when the President and the next in line of 
succession were out of town, that we wanted most of the 
Cabinet here. And the President since that time has not 
been out of town with any appreciable number of Cabinet 
officers absent. 

MR. SEVAREID: Is there anything that Kennedy 
had done, sir, that affords better physical protection .for 
the President? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not that I know of o I am not 
an expert on security, but we have ·a very dedicated and 
faithful number of men in it, FBI ..-nd in the· Secret Service. 
They woxk together. 
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MR. LAWRENCE: Do you always follow their 
instructions, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, with rare exceptions now 
and then, like marching in the funeral procession and 
occasionally, they prefer to have two or three policemen 
between me and the crowds, and I ask them to move out so 
I can see some of the people. I want to be a people's 
President, and in order to do so, you have to see th2 
people and talk to them and know something about them and 
not be too secluded. 

I think they would feel better if the President 
kept 100 yards distance from every human being, but that is 
not practical. 

MR. BRINl<LEY: Well, when you got back here, one 
of your -- obviously one of your immediate jobs was to 
keep the government going as a matter of effective politics 
and leadership. How, specifically, did you think you would 
go about that? How did you let it be known in Washington 
that there was a new man here, that things are going to 
continue more or less as they had been, and how did you 
think was th2 best way to make it as smooth as possible? 

THE PRESIDENT: First, to ask the very unusually 
talented individuals that had associated themselves with 
the Kennedy Administration to stat at their posts of duty 
during this critical period and without exception, they 
answered the call. 

Second, I called the Governors together and made 
an appeal to them to help me in every way they could ~ in 

establishing this conf idonce and letting the people in the 
country know t'Nlt their Government was going on and will 
function and was strong, that it would work. 

And hour after hour, day after day, that first 
week, I -- while I w.gs preparing my message to Congress, 
preparing to go on television to the people, and the 
Thanksgiving message, I was spending my days and nights, 
and way into the mornings, talking to the leaders out in 
the States and trying to instill confidence in them and to 
ask them to help me with the awesome responsibilities that 
were mine. 

MR. BRINKLEY: Mr. President, is there any one 
particular memory that is more vivid than the others for 
you, from those four horrible days? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I have rarely been in the 
presence of greatness, but as I went through that period, 
I observed Mrs. Kennedy, Jackie Kennedy, I saw her great­
ness, her gallantry, her graciousness, her courage, and 
it will always be a vivid memory, and I will always 
appreciate the strength that came to me from knowing her 
and from associating with her. 

MR. SEVAREID: Did you send any kind of private 
messages to Chairman. l(hrushchev soon after you became 
President? 
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THE PRESID'£NT: .. No. We had representatives 
from all the nations here. I spent two or three days 
speakinq to those rep~s • 

.. Mr. Mikoyan was here, and I had a long visit 
with him, and I talked to him about the visit that 
Premier l<hrushchev had made me when I was leader in the 
Senate, and we exchanged views for a period of time here 
in the office, just about the time of the ·funeral. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Did the subject come up of a 
possible explorRtory, get-acquainted session with Mr. 
Khrushchev? 

THE PRESIDENT:: No. we both expressed desire 
in our discussion that we understand each other better 
and that we would be glad to meet at some time when we 
feJlt that the 119enda was such that would give · promise of 
reaching some · solution to the many problems that confront 
the two countries. But no definite plans were made for a 
meeting. None were proposed, but it was accepted as B 
possibility. 

MR. BRINKLEY: You mentioned, Mr. President, 
part of the reason for the transition being so smooth was 
that your predecessor's Cabinet staff stayed .on. In fact, 
they are still here almost intact. 

Would you expect it to continue that way? Would 
you --

THE PRESIDENT: I would certainly hope so. Each 
Cabinet member stayed, most of the Under Secretaries are 
here, most of the Assist·ant secretaries. 

We have brought in about three young men who · 
have been associated with me through the years, and we 
have lost Mr. Schlesinger and Mr. Sorensen. But basically 
the staff is the same, the duties are the same. The work 
goes on each day just as it did when Mr. Kennedy was here. 

MR. SEVAREID: Mr. President, I wonder if you 
could talk a moment about this problem of~· Presidential 
succession. I think you have not endorsed any of the 
specific proposals that are up for discussion now. But 
oughtn't there be some mechanism so that there would 
always be a Vice President? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes1 and I think the Congress is 
giving attention to that, and I think it is quite proper 
that they do, and I have no doubt that in the next few 
months when we select the Vice President -- but what is 
very likely · is that the Congress wi11 · take some· ·action, 
I don't know just what kind of action -- to make ,it possible 
to replace the vice President if he becomes President. 

I think it is important that we do that. I don't 
have any deep-set views on just how that should be done. I 
participated in .passing the measure that establishes the 
line of succe·aaion now, and I think that that's:: very qood. 
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President Kennedy sat down with me in the early 
days of his Administration and discussed the possibilities 
of take-over, transition, if the President became disabled. 

We had an oral agreement what should be done 
under those circumstances. The first -- one of the first 
things I did was to ask the distinguished Speaker of the 
Ho~se to come to my office, and I made an agreement with 
him exactly as President Eisenhower had made with Vice 
President Nixon, and as President Kennedy had made with me, 
and that is· riow in writing and in existence if I should 
become disa·bled. 

But the Congress should consider replacing the 
Vice President when they have one no more. They are doing 
that now. 

I rather doubt that they will explore all the 
angles of it and make any realistic progress toward con­
stitutional amendments or the necessary statutes this 
year, but I am sure once we hav~ a Vice President that 
they Will face up to it and take prompt action. 

MRo SEVAREID: Haven't we really reached a 
point in the history of this country where the selection 
of a vice presidential candidate must be nothing but his 
competence for the highest office? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I would hope 'that the only 
thing that would appeal to any delegate would be this 
question: Is this the best equipped and best trained and 
best fitted man to serve as President should he be called 
on to do so? 

MR. LAWRENCE: Yet it is a choice which is 
peculiarly that of the presidential candidate, is it not, 
sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think that the delegates ~re 
always interested in getting the recommendations of the 
President, and in most instances, not all instances, but 
most instances, the presidential nominee makes his 
recommendation. 

I don't -- I recall one or two instances where 
the President chose not to make any recommendation. But 
the Vice Pr@sident is very close to the President. They 
have to agree on the same platform, and they have to run 
on the same ticket: and in order to be prepared for what 
might happen, the President must have great confidence in 
the Vice President, and make known to him his thoughts, 
his views, and all of his secrets, so that he can have the 
background for taking over if it becomes necessary, so the 
President's recommendation should not be treated lightly. 

MR. LAWRENCE: There have been reports, Mr. 
President, that you have become displeased with Attorney 
General Kennedy because efforts have been made in his 
behalf to have him nominated for Vice President. There 
even have been published reports that you are not even 
speaking. 

Is there any truth in those reports? 

(OVER) 
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THE PRESIDENT: No. The Attorney General's 
statement, I think, was a very good one, two or three 
days ago. I think most of that is newspaper talk. 

I would be less than frank if I said that I 
thought th~t it was wise at this stage of the game for 
either the President or the Vice President to be carrying 
on a campaign for the office. 

The Attorney General and I have talked about 
that, and I think he understands my viewpoint, and I take 
his word that he has done nothing to encourage those 
efforts, and all of this stuff that you read about is 
newspaper talk. 

MR. SEVAREID: Well, speaking of newspaper talk, 
Mr. President, it is widely believed among reports around 
town that you object rather strongly to being criticized 
in papers and on the air. 

Would you give us what your true feelings on 
that subject are? How do you feel about it? 

•rHE PRF.:SIDENT: I asswne thst almost anyone is 
human and would r~ther have appr.oval than disapproval. 

MP." SEVAREIO: Mr. President, Kennedy once said 
in a similar conversation about a year ago or more that 
he thought the press ought to be as tough as it could be 
on a~y administration, so long as it was after truth and 
not_ merely a . political operation. 

Is that a good definition of your views? 

THE PRESIDENT: I would hava no objection to 
that. I would agree to it, and I don't think -- it is not 
the toughness ':rut ~r:/ Presiden.t objects. tc .. 

I think it is sometimes their inaccuracies and 
-- I frequently see stories from 10 or 15 papers that I 
think are quite accurate, very well done. on occasion, 
you will see something that is reported as a truth that 
you never heard of, where you are the principal participant. 
And if you call attencion to it, then you l::iecome sensitive. 

MR. SEVAREID: How many papers do you read a day, 
sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: I guess about 10 or 15. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Mr. President, during these 100 
days there has been on persistent political issue, which 
is the investigation of Bobby Baker in the Senate, aimed 
at you because he was your protege and your friend. 

As a political animal, sir, what is your 
estimate of this as a campaign issue in 1964? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, without agreeing with 
your assumptions about why the investigation or who it 
is aimed at, I would say that one of the finest comm.it.tees 
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in the Senate made up of both parties have been conducting 
this investigation of an employee of theirs, no protege 
of anyone, he was there before I came to the Senate for 
10 years, doing a job substantially the same as he is 
doing now, he was elected by all the Senators, appointed 
by no one, including the Republican Senators, and I think 
that their.. investigation will be a just one, and a fair 
one, and that they will make reconunendations to the Senate 
that will be proper, and whatever they recommend I am sure 
the Senate will carry out. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Well, quite apart from what the 
Senate Committee may recommend, sir, have you formed :, a 
.. personal judgment, a judgment for yourself? You and Mr. 
Baker used to be· friends. Do you continue to be friends? 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't seen him since he 
resigned from the Senate or haven't talked to him since 
he resigned from the Senate, and I think every man is 
entitled to a fair trial and I would like to see what 
conclusion is reached and what the evidence shows with 
which I am not familiar before I would make a judgment. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Mr. President, if I could make 
you a self-critic for a moment, what, if anything, that 
has happened i~ these last 120 days would you do differently 
were you to do it again? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I don't know about that. 
I am sure that we have made a good many mistakes, but I 
don't know of any recommendation ~hat I have made that I 
would change. 

I would favor the same measures that I have 
recommended to the Congress. I would handle the develop­
ments and the for~ign policy fields such as Panama and 
Guantanamo and Zanzibar, Cyprus, as we have ·handled them. 

So while I am sure that we could improve on 
them if we had more time, in the light of what developed 
I wouldn't change any. 

MR. LAWRENCE: I believe the first big problem 
you had to tackle was the budget, the time for making 
final decisions, and you devoted nearly all of the first 
month to this. 

Why was the budget so terribly important? 

THE PRESIDENT: Because I think it told the 
people of the country .and the people of Congress what you 
are willing to pay for. 

And if I had it to do over again, I would much 
prefer to have 68 days than to have 39 days to make a 
bu~get of $98 million. We have been adding to our budget 
about $5 billion a year. We had about $3 billion in built­
in increases. Our last budget was $98.8 billion. 

So my big problem was to find ways and means of 
cutting money out of the budget that we did not ~eed, and 

(OVER) 
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we did not need to appropriate, and we could save in 
order to have some money available to meet the many 
unfilled needs we had. Particularly in the welfare 
field, in the poverty field, in the training of man­
power field. 

MR. LAWRENCE: During the budget cutting, Mr. 
President, you made one little talk which caused some 
controversy in which you said that to meet the unfilled 
needs of the PQople, you would take from the haves and 
give to the have-nots. Now, just how did you mean that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we have. a budget of $52 
billion in the Defense Depattment. We have those in­
stallations set up, and those needs have been planned for. 

·we no longer find they are necessary. They have the 
money. 

We say to them that we are go-ing to take from 
this picture· 69 bases, that you now have, we are going 
to close those bases, we· ·are ·going to take some 'of these 
overseas employees and cut them 15 percent, and have some 
people double up on our jobs, and squeeze out additional 
productivity, and out of that money that we save, money 
that we have, and have used for these purposes, we are 
going to take it over here and take the young boys that 
have dropped out of school and have nothing to do, and 
no job and no work, and unemployed, and we are going to 
try to train them to be good citizens. 

MR. LAWRENCE: You meant, Mr. President, to re­
divide the money amongst the . Government agencies, not some 
kind of a new soak-the-rich scheme as some interpr~t d this 
"take from the haves and give to the have-nots"? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, we made no recommendations 
on soaking anybody. We are reducing tax~s, not increasing 
them. our tax ·re'duction is in excess of $11 billion, $9 
billion plus for individuals, everyone is the beneficiary 
of that, already; and corporation taxes have been reduced 
some $2-1/2 billion, so we weren't soaking anyone. But we 
were taking money that was being used for things that we 
did not need, or that we could avoid, and taking that money 
and applying it to meet the unfilled needs of our poverty 
stricken people. 

President Roosevelt talked about the third that 
were ill-clad, ill-fed and ill-housed. Thirty years we 
have worked on it but there is· still one-fifth of the 
people that earn less than $3,000 a year. 

So out of the billion three that we cut from 
the Defense Department budget we will add almost a billion 
in the new budget for a poverty program. So it will como 
from those who have it, to those who don't have it. 

MR. SEVAREID1 Have you had any second thoughts, 
Mr. President, about erecting another agency to de.al with 
root causes of poverty, health is one, education:ahd other 
things, on top of the agencies and departments that already 
exist that have been dealing with these things? 

.. 
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THE PRESIDENT: No, we are going to have a 
very small .st&ff .to coordina~e the p<>verty program·. 
We realize ·it ia a beginninq, it is not •n extremely 
comprehensive program. We ar1e. goinq to have Sargent 
Shriver in charge of coordinating the program between 
the agencies who already are working in that field. 
The Agriculture Department. The Justice Department~ 
in the dealings with t~e juvenile delinquency, the 
Health, Education and Welfare Depart~nt, and Heal.th 
and Education. The Labor Department in trllining min~­
power. And we don't want to create more mqencies, we 
want to use the ., 9ne• we have. 

So the President is going .to have as his chief 
of staff, a poverty director, administrator ·, ·· Bnd through 
him his orders will be carried out through existing 
agencies. .r 

MR. SEVAREID: Mr. President, · ~he · hundr.ed days 
are over now, . and the transition is over~ This .is now 
the Johnson Administration. 

Could you give us an idea ·• not necessarily 
speci fic, unless you care to -- what dir~ction you would 
say your Administration would . take hereafter? What new 
approaches or ideas or philosophies wo might see? 

MORE 

.. • 

(OVER) 
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THE .PRESIDENT: Well, I think a message going to 
the Congress on. Monday will indicate one approach. We are 
determined, and w,e have a group of dedicated men that are 
going to try to -get at the roots and the causes of poverty 
that cause 20 percent of our people to live off of less than 
$3000 a year. 

We are going to try to qet at the roots and the 
causes and find the solution to doing something abotit half 
a million men that are rejected each year because of mental 
or physical reasons for service. 

We are going to try to recognize and proceed on the 
basis that illiteracy and ignorance and disease cost this 
Government billions of dollars per year, and make for much 
unhappinesso 

And the proqram of poverty this year is one example 
of what I would like to think will be carried on, and grow 
in the years to come. I want this Gove·rnment first of all 
to be dedicated to peace in our time, and do everything that 
we can conceivably do, any place, any time, with anyone, to 
resolve some of the differences that exist among mankind. 

In order to do that, this Government must be pre­
pared and we must maintain strength and power that would 
insure our safety if attacked. In order to have peace, and 
to be prepared, we must be solvent and fiscally responsible. 
So tor that reason, we have tried to eliminate waste at every 
corner. I don't believe that we are going to make the 
Treasury over by cutting out a few automobiles or turning 
out a few lights. But I do think it is a good example when 
you walk through· .the corridor and you see the closets where 
lights burn all day and all night just because someone didn't 
turn them off. 

So we have tried to set that example and we want 
a Government that is seeking peace, that is prepared for any 
eventuality, that is fiscally solvent and that is compas­
sionate, that meets the needs of the people for health and 
for education, and for physical and mental and spiritual 
strength. And our Government -- that is the kind of a 
Johnson Administration I would like to have and that is the 
kind that we are working towards. 

MR. SEVAREID: Hr. President, Administrations come 
to have rather handy labels, New Deal, or Fair Deal, or 
Crusade, or New Frontier. Has any ever come to your mind 
for the Johnson Administration? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I don't think so. I have had 
a lot of things to deal with the first 100 days, and I haven't 
thought of any slogan, but I suppose all of us want a better 
deal, don't we? 

MR. SEVAREID: Mr. President, I don't want to over­
do the business of labels, but many of us have long been a 
little baffled watching your career in the Senate and out 
here as to whether to ell you a conservative or liberal, or 
Southerner or Westerner. How do you think of yourself if you 
apply those labels at all to yourself? 

. ' .. 
I ;, • 
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THE .PRESIDENT: Well, I don't believe in labels. 
I want to do the best I can, all the 'time. I want to be pro­
gressive without getting both feet off .the ground at the sane 
tirooo I want to be prudent without having my mind closed to 
anything that is new or different. I have often said that I 
was proud that I was a free man first and an American second, 
and a public servant third and a Democrat fourth, in that 
order , and I guess as a Democrat, if I had to take -- place 
a label on myself, I would want to be a progressive who is 
prudento 

MR. LAWRENCE: While we are talking about Democrats, 
Mr. President, what is your timing on your election year 
effort? 

THE PRESIDEHT: I would hope that we would not have 
to -- we would not have to begin an active campaign -- the 
Democratic Party -- until around convention time, after the 
Congress disposed of its business. l am going to carry out 
some commitrrents that President Kennedy made for fund-raising 
dinners from time to time, but I think after the convention 
we will have ample time to give our views to the people. In 
the neanti100, I would like to have the cooperation of the 
members of both parties in carrying out a program that is 
best for Anerica. I am the only President this country has, 
and I would like to be as free from partisanship as possible, 
at least until convention. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Well, Mr. President, in this interim 
between now and the convention, do you think we might see 
a few old-fash:ioned, non-political conservation tours or 
inspection tours of that kind? 

THE PRESIDENT: We will see them before and after 
the convention. They are part of the work of the President. 
I think part of the President's job is to get out and see the 
people and talk to them about what the Government is ·doing and 
make reports o That is why I am on this -- having this little 
visit with you fellows this afternoon, so that the people may 
know something about my views and how I feel and my approaches, 
and may know how much I need them and need their help in the 
job that I am trying so hard to do. 

MR. SEVAREID: Mro President, some people have 
thouqht that you put in too long and hard a day, that you 
might endanger your own health that way. How do you protect 
your health from day to day? 

THE PRESIDENT: We do have long days and the problems 
are -- that require attention require time. And you never 

have as much time as you want to spend before making these 
decisions, but you must make decisions. 

The first 100 days were filled to almost the breaking 
point. But I have adjusted myself to the schedule and with 
the help of the most competent people that President Kennedy 
surrounded himself with, I am now able -- I wake up in the 
morning and read my papers and read the docunents that were 
left over from the niqht before that I need to pass upon and 
have my briefings, and my breakfast, and come to the office 
between 9:00 and 10:00 o'clock. 
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Then I work at a rather feverish rate until 1:30 
or 2:00. And I have a swim and take out 15 or 20· minutes. 
Then I go and have a 1 WlCh or -- usually a business lunch, 
working lunch, and about 3:00 I take a little nap of 20 or 
30 minutes, and that breaks the day for me, and then I am 
good until 8:00 or 9:00 that niqht, and have my dinner. 

After dinner I see TV news, and then I engage in 
my night readinq, and I usually read until about 1:00. I 
don;t require too ·much sleep. But I am never in · better health. 
I enjoy the work that I am doinq, and the people with whom I 
am working. I never felt better in my life. 

MR. SEVAREID: Mro President, you did manage to 
quit cigarette smoking some years ago. Have you any advice 
for those of us who haven't managed? 

THE PRESIDENT: I gave up cigarette smokinq because 
the doctor recomnended that I do so 9 and I have missed ·it 
every day, but I haven• t gone back to it, and I am glad that 
I haven't. 

MR. BRINKLEY: Mr., President, I gather from what 
you say that we need not expect any kind of political announce­
ments from you until very close to the convention. Is that so? 

... THE PRESIDENT: I would not want to preclude · one. 
Unless I -- there is substantial consideration involved --
I see no reason to make any now, and I don't anticipate it, 
but if the circumstances indicated that one would be fruit­
ful or necessary, I wouldn't hesitate to face up to it. 

MR. BRINKLEY: While we are on politics, I wonder 
we have heard everybody else's analysis of what happened 
in New Hampshire. Would you give us yours? 

'DHE PRESIDENT: I really don't know. I think that 
we always incline to put too much emphasis on the actions of 
one primary. But it seemed to me that the people of the State 
heard all the candidates and ··decided to select one of their 
neighbors that · ·apparently they knew and approved.· I have very 
high regard for Ambassador Lodge myself, as I do for some of 
the other candidates. 

MR. BRINKLEY: Has his serving in Viet Nam during 
a political campaign been at all awkward or embarrassing for 
the Administration? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not to the President. So far as I 
have been able to detect from his actions, he has been doinq 
nothinq but the job as Ambassador, and doing it as best he 
could, and I have seen nothing that has interfered with that 
work. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Did Secretary McNamara bring you any 
new word from Mr. Lodge just recently when he returned, about 
Mr. Lodge's future plans, how lonq he might stay on the job, 
and so forth? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, no. I have had no indication 
that he plans to leave the job at all, and if he did, I am 
sure he would let me know. 

.· 
•. 
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Secretary McNamara brought· ·me some recommendations 
concerning the situation out in Viet Nam, in which Ambassador 
Iodqe expressed ~is yiews, .and in which they were in general 
agreement with Mr. McNamara and other members of the team, 
but nothing political. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Is . it your opinion that Mr. Lodge 
has behaved proper~y and within the . scope of his role as 
an Ambass~dor, ·conslderinq that he has been injected into 
the political arena? 

·.· 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

MR. BRINKLEY: You have had reports in the last 
dayor two from the ~assador to France and from Secretary 
McNamara. Can you" tell us anything of what he reported to 
you from Viet .Ham? · 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, he made a ver:y lengthy report 
and I think a respon.sible and constructive one. We are going 
to consider it in the Security Council further the early part 
of the week. We have problems in Viet Nam as we have had for 
10 years~ ·Secretary McNamara has be?.n out there, this is his 
fourth trip •. we~ are very anxious to do what we can to help 
those people preserve their own freedom. We cherish ours and 
we would like to see them preserve theirs. We have fumished :· 
them with. co\lllsel and advice, and men and materiel to help 
them in their :attempts to defend themselves. If people qiit 
attacking them, we'd have no problem but for ten years this 
problem has been goinq on. 

I was reading a letter only today that General· 
Eisenhower wrote the lat;e Presiqent Diem ten years ago, and 
it is a lette.r that I could have well written to President 
Khanh and sent . out by Mro McNamara • 

., .... . 
Now, . we have had that problem for a long time. We 

are going to· have ·it for some time in the future, we can 
see, but ·. we are patient people, and we love freedom, and we 
want to help others preserve it, and we . are qoing to try to 
evolve the most effective and efficient plans we can to con­
tinue to help them. 

MR. SEVAREID: Mr. Kennedy said, on the subject of 
Miet Nam, I think, that he did believe in the falling domino 
theory_, that if Viet Nam were lost that other countries in 
the area would soon be lost. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think it would be a very dangerous 
thing, and I share President Kennedy's view, and I think the 
whole of Southeast Asia would be involved and that would in­
volve hundreds of· millions of people, and I think it's -- it 
cannot be ignored, we must do everything that we can, we must 
be responsible, we must stay there and help them, and that is 
what we .a~e qoing to do. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Mr. President, during the New Hamp­
shire primary campaign, Governor Rockefeller criticized what 
he called "divided counsel" that was going out from -washinqton 
to thele.aders of Viet Nam. He said that while you and Secre- ~ 
tary Rusk and Secretary McNamara were . committed to winning 
the war and defeating the Viet Conq, the Senate Majority 
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Leader, Senator Mansfield, seemed t- find favor with the 
,idea of neutralization advanced by President de Gaulle of 
\ 

France. What is your reaction to -overnor ROckefeller' s ·· 
c~iticism? 

\ THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think the Governor should 
kno , that Senator Mansfield is ver.y experienced in the field 
of foreign relations, and served as a distinguished member of 
that ~ommittee~ and when he made his speech in the Senate, 
he spoke for himself, and so statede He was not speaking the 
Administration viewpoint and he did not leave any such impres­
sion. From time to time he has given me his counsel over th 
years in this general area of S~utheast Asia, but when he 
made this speech he spoke for himself entirely, and there is 
no division in the Administration .between Secretary Rusk 
and Secretary McNamara and myself. We all feel alike on the 
matter. 

I think that there could even be some division be­
tween Mr o Rockefeller and Mr. Lodge, judging from what you ( 
have said. ~ir. Lodge sees things pretty much as we do, and 
we are qoing to continue with our program, and it is going 
to be a responsible one, and we think a fruitful one. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Do the reconurendations that Secre­
tary McNamara brought back from his last trip envi sage a 
continuing role for Mr. Lodge in handling policies in South 
Viet Nam? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Yes, he has a very important 
role. He met with me in my office two days after I became 
Presi dent, and I said tohim at that time that "You are my 
top m~m there, and I want' you to have ·the kind of people you 
want, and I want you to carziY out the program you recommend 
and you will have our support here.," He has worked ver:y 
hard at that job and we have sent him some new ?eople from 
time to time, and we wi 11 b~ sendinq more. He has command 
of the full re.sources that ·we haveout there, and he works 
very well with our people • 

. ~. 

MR. LAWRENCE: One of your speeches at the Uni­
versity of Califomia in Los Angeles indicated a kind of hint 
to me that we might carry the war to the North Vietnamese if 
they didn't quit meddling in what you call a "dangerous game 11

• 

Are there any such plans that you can talk about at this time, 
sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, and I made no such hint. I 
said it was a dangerous game to try to supply arms and be­
come an aggressor and deprive people of their freedom, and 
that is true, whether it is in Viet Nam or whether it is in 
this Hemisphre, wherever it is. 

MR LAWRENCE: Mr. President, do we face the deci­
sion on Viet Nam of the order of magnitude of Korea, for 
example? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I don't think so. I think that 
we have problems there. we have difficulties there. We have 
had for ten years, and as I told you, a good many thinqs have 
come and gone during that period of time; as long as there 
are people trying to preserve their freedom, we want to help 
them. 

&. • ~ .. ' 
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MR BRINKLEY: Well, Mr. President, not only do 
we have a new Administration in this country, but we also 
have what might be described as a new world, since it is 
said now that the postwar world is over, and the Aloorican 
leadership is Challenged and questioned both by friends 
and enemy alike in many places now. So it is an entirely 
different world, very different world, from what it was a 
few years ago. What is your view and assessment of it? How 
do you see the American role from here on, now that we are 
no longer the unquestioned leader of the entire West? 

THE PRESIDENTS Well, I think that as long as we 
.are living in .a world with 120 nations, that we have got to 
realize that we have got 120 foreign policies. And we are 
living in a world where we recognize 114 other nations, and 
some· that we don't recognize, and so I think at this time that 
our nation is held in high esteem and respect and affection 
generally ~ng thepeoples of the world, the free world. 
I realize that we have discouraqinq incidents from time to 
time, and we have problems, and because we try to help with 
those problems, sometimes the role of the peacemaker is not 
a very happy one. And so, for that reason, we have to do 
things that we don' t want to do sometimes, and are rather irri­
tating -- and sometimes we are abused because we do them, and 
sometimes we are misunderstood. But if the final result is 
good, then our action is justified. 

MR. SEVAREID: Mr. President, about ten years ago 
an American Secretary of State termed neutrality as something 
immoral. Not long ago President Kennedy talked about making 
the world safe for diversity. Is a more and more diverse 
world, with the diminishing of the importance of great alli­
ances, a trend toward a safer wo~ld? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I think so. And you must 
remember this: that we are having all the new nations that 
are emerqinq, and they are coming in without experience, and 
they have their pride. A good many of them have the feeling 
that -· pent-up feelings, that they have n~rtured for years 
and years. And they have an opportunity to express themselves, 
and sometimes it looks a little odd for the Prime Minister 
of a new country to come in with a pistol in his hand and 
arrest an American charge d'affaires. 

But that does happen, and we have to be prepared 
for those developments and try to understand them and try to 
provide leadership that will keep us from getting in deeper 
water or more trouble, and that is what we are doing. Some­
times our people become ver:y impatient. They cut the water 
off on us in Cuba, and I have got a good many recommendations 
from all over the country as to how to act very quickly. Some 
of them have said -- some of the men have even wanted me to 
run in the Marines, s.end them in inunediately. 

Well, upon reflection, evaluation and study, 
realizing not many people want more war, and none of them 
really want more appeasement, you have to find a course that 
you can chart that will preserve your dignity and self­
respect, and still bring about the action that is necessary. 
So instead of sending in th- Marines to turn the water on, we 
sent one Admiral in to cut it off and arranqe to make our 
own water, and we think things worked out the best they could 
under those circwnstances. 

(OVER) 
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But there are ,-going to be these demands from time 
to time, people who feel that all we need to do is mash a 
button and determine everybody' a foreign policy. But we . are 
not livinq in that kind of. a world any more. They are going 
to determine it for themselves, and th~t is the way it should 
be. And we are going to have tQ come and reason with them 
and try to lead them instead of force them. And I think, I 
have no doubt but what for centures to come that we will be 
a leading force in molding opinion of the world, and I .think 
the better ·they know us the more they w~ll lik~ us. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Is there any prog;r:ess, Hr~ President, 
in the deadlock over Panama and the absence of diplomatic 
relations with that countr¥? 

THE ·PRESIDENT: We ·have been very c;.lose to aqree­
ment several times. I have nq doubt but what agreement will 
be reached, that will, in effect, provide fo+ sitting down 
with Panaman.ian authorities and discussing the problems 
that ·exist between us and be.inq quided only by what is f~ir 
and what is right and what is just, and trying to resolve 
those problems. Now, when that will come about, I don't; know. 
We are anxious and willinq and eager to do it any time it · 
suits their convenience. 

MR. LAWRENCE: What is the hitch right now, Mr. 
President? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think first, they have an election 
on, and I think translatinq our language into their language, 
that some of the agreements that we have to discuss tjlese 
matters, they perhaps feel that they would want stronqer 
language than · we are willing to agree to, and we want a dif­
ferent .. expression from wh~t they w.ant. It is largely a matter 
of trying to agree on the kind of language that will meet 
their problems, and that we can hones~ly, sin~erely agree to. 
We are not going to agree to any pre-conditions to negotiate 
a new treaty without knowing what it is .9~ng to be in that 
treaty and without sitting down and woxkinq it out on the 
basis of equity. We think that that lanquaqe can be resolved 
and will be resolved in. due time. 

MR. BRINKLEY: Mr •. Pre~i.dent, what i.s your assess­
ment now of General de Gaulle·' s behavior in the last year or 
two? What do you think mout it? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it is not . fo+ .me to pass 
judgment on. 

MR. BRINKLEYt In relatton to us, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: On General de Gaulle's conduct. My 
conversations with hi·m have been very pleasant, and I would 
like to see him more in ag.reement on matters wit.h us than he 
is, such as reeoqnizing Red China. We did not think that . was 
wise for France or for others o~ for the ~+ee w9rld. But 
that is France's foreign poliey. That is not ours, and in 
nis wisdom he decided he would follow that course, and that 
is a matter fo~ him to determine. 

. . . ., . 
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MR. LAWRENCE: What do you· hear from the people at 
the United Nations, Mr. President? Has the fact of French 
recognition now increased the prospect that the Red Chinese 
may be voted into nembership at the UN?· · . 

. . 

THE PRESIDENT: The situatin chanqes from time to 
tiire, but we don't think that they will be v0ted into nember­
ship and we hope not. I don't believe they will. 

·· ·· MR. LAWRENCE: What would be our reaction vis-a-vis 
the UN if they were admitted? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we will have to cross that 
bridge. I don't ~wa."'l t: to admit that they are qoing to· be 
admitted and don't think they will~ 

MR. LAWRENCE: Senator Goldwater, for example, 
has argued that we should withdraw at once if the Red 
Chinese are admitted. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, that is Senator Goldwate·r•s 
vieWp and I don't think they're going to be admitted, and I 
don't think we will have to face that questi·o'n··. 

MR. DRINKLEY: One you do have to face soon, Mr. 
President, is to say something to Congress i>out foreign aid. 
'rhat seems to have ' reached a peak of opposition. It seems. to 
have reached some kind of peak last year. What do· y.ou thi'nk 
the future of it is? 

S• • ' THE PRESIDENT: I think it is qoing to be veey tough 
to get -a good foreign aid measure throuqh the Congress this 
year. Last year President Kennedy asked for $4 billion 900 
million. He later had that request carefully studied and re­
duced it to $4 billion 500 million. He got a $3 billion 
appropriation after I cane to office. I signed the bill, and 
there was reappropriated about $400 million unexpended .bal­
ances, $3 billion 400 million. Now, I have conferred with the 
leaders in the House and Senate on t~at matter, and ~hey all 
admit it is going to be more difficult this year than it 
ever. pas been before, although I. don't think that is justified. 
Nevertheless, l request -- we are not going to paQ our request. 
we got $3 billion 4 thi$ year, and we will ask for solt'ething 
in the neighborhood of that for next year, and we will ask 
only what we need, and we hope we get what we as.k, but it will 
be appreciably _ under what was asked last year:, and approxi­
mately the same that we got this year. 

We think that we are justified in spending three 
or four cents of our tax dollar to protect the million men 
who . ar~ .in uniform, .our men, sca~tered throughout the world, 
and to .. keep them from {J~ing into combat, and this is the 
best weapon that I have. 

I 

MORE )VER) 
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MR. SEVAREID: Mr. President, is there any one 
root •cause for the apparent slowness of the Alliance for 
Progress? 

THE PRESIDENT1 Yes. It is very difficult to 
get 21 nations to all agree and get their systems changed 
and · their reforms effected and to blend into their govern­
mental philosophy the modernization that is going to be 
required to make the Alliance for Progress a success. 

We are distressed that it hasn't been more 
successful, but we haven't lost faith. 

We are having a meeting Monday with all of the 
Ambassadors from the Organization of .American States ~ · We 
are having a meeting Monday with all the Ambassadors from 
the Wes~ern Hemisphere. 

We are calling in all of our own Ambassadors, 
and the three groups are going to meet, and we .are going 
to point out the weaknesses and the slowness of certain 
reforms that are required and the cooperation that we must 
have from their countries because there is no use of making 
big investments and taking our taxpayers funds unless these 
reforms are effective. 

And we are going to make an appeal for a united 
attack that will give new life to the Alliance for ·_Progress, 
and we have hopes that it will be successful. 

MR. SEVAREID: Mr. President, are you terribly 
disturbed about the resort to street protests and demon­
strations on Civil Rights and other things that is taking 
place now almost all over the country? 

THE · PRESIDENT: I think that when the Senate acts 
upon the Civil Rights Bill, that we will have the best 
Civil Rights law that has been enacted in a hundred years, 
and I think it will be a substantial and effective answer 
to our racial problems. 

The Negro was freed of his chains 100 years ago, 
but he has not been freed of the problems brought about by 
his color and the bigotry that exists. 

And this bill goes a long way to taking the 
battle from the streets into the legislative halls and 
into the courthouses, and into where these differences 
should be settled. 

Of course, we have a right to petition, and we 
should petition when we have grievances, but . I think the 
most effective thing that can be done 'and I think g~~at 
progress has been made under leadership of President 
Kennedy and the Attorn y General and others in the last 
year, in getting all the people of the Nation to accept 
their moral responsibility and take some leadership in 
this field where there has been so much discrimination. 

And I know of nothing more important for this 
congress to do than to pass the Civil Rights Act as the 
House passed it. And I hope that can be done after due 
deliberation. 
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I think it will be a great step forward for 
the Nation, and I think it will make us much more united, 
and I can't think of any single thing we can do to 
strengthen American foreign policies more than to pass 
the House Civil Rights Bill in the Senate. 

MR. LAWRENCE: You are confident that you can 
get a Civil Rights Bill substantially like the House bill 
without major modification? 

THE PRESIIENT: We want to very much, and we 
are going -- the Senate will have to work its will and 
we believe that a substantial majority favors the House 
bill, and we believe in due time it will be able to work 
its will. 

MR. BRINKLEY: Well, are you concerned, Mr. 
President, at what might happen if this filibuster is 
still goinq in the late spri119 when the schools are out 
and the kids are out and idle time on their hands? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't want to predict that the 
Senate will be -- how long it will be discussing this bill. 
I am hopeful and I am an optimist and I believe they can 
pass it and I believe they will pass it and I believe it 
is their duty to pass it,and I am going to do everything 
I can to get it passed. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Mr. President, you have now been 
President for something over 100 days. You have been 
around Washington for more than 30 years. 

How is the view from the inside as compared with 
the view from the outside? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it is a much tougher job 
from the inside than I thought it was from the outside . 

I have watched it since Mr. Hoover's days, and 
I realize the responsibilities it carried and the obligations 
of leadership that were there, and the decisions that had to 
be made, and the awesome responsibilities of the office. 

But I must say that when I started having to make 
those decisions and started hearing from the Congress, that 
the Presidency looked a little different when you are in 
the Presidency than it did when you are in the Congress, 
and vice-versa. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Mr. President, Thomas Jefferson 
referred to the office as a splendid misery. 

Harry Truman used to talk about it as if it 
were a prison cell. 

Do you like it? 

THE PRESIDENT: I am doing the best I can in it, 
and I am enjoying what I am doing. 

MORE (OVER) 
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Thomas Jefferson said the second office of the 
land was an honorable and easy one. The Presidency was 
a splendid misery. 

But I found great . interest in serving in both 
offices, and it carries terrific and tremendous and awe­
some responsibilities but I am proud of this Nation, and 
I am so grateful that I ~could have an opportunity tha~ I 
have had in America that I want to give my li~e seeing 
that the opportunity is perpetuated for others. 

I . am so proud of our system of government, of 
our free enterprise, where our incentive system and our 
men who head our big industries are w~llinq to get up at 
daylight and qet to bed at midnight to offer employment and 
create new jobs for people where our men working . there will 
try to get decent wages but will sit across the table and 
not act like cannibals, but will negotiate and reason things 
out. together. · · 

I am so happy to be a part of a system where the 
averag~ per capita income is in .e¥cess. of $200 per month, 
when there are only six nations in the entire world t~at 
have as .much as $80 per month, and while the Soviet union 
has three times as many tillable acres of land. es we have 
and a population that's in ex9ess of ours and a grest many 
resources that we don't have, that if properly developed 
would exceed our potential in water and oil and so forth, 
nevertheless we have one thing they don't have, and that is 
our system of priva.te enterprise, free enterprise, where the 
employer, hoping to make a li:ttle profit, the laborer. 
hoping to justify his wages, can get together and mak~ a 
better mousetrap. 

They have developed this into the most powerful 
and leeding _nation in ~h~ world, a~d I want to see it 
preserved. And I have An opportunity to do something about 
it as President. 

And I may not be a great President, but as long 
. as I am here, I am going to try to be a good President, and 

do my dead level best to see this system preserved bicauee 
when the final chips are down, it is not going to be the 
number of people we ~ave or the m.unl?•r of acres or the 
number of resources that win, the thing that is going to 
make us win is o~r syst(llll of goverrunent. 

MR. BRINI<LEY: Thank you, Mr. ·President. 

END 

. . . -.. 



T HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 4, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

I spoke to the Secretary of State about your belief that it would be 
good to do some strong briefing of diplomats. He agreed, and has 
undertaken to organize a program of such briefings in which he, 
George Ball and Tom Mann will sh are the load. 

I also spoke to the Secretary about the importance of louder and 
stronger public statements. He agreed on this point, and told me that 
his own program includes a speech tonight, a backgrounder tomorrow, 
a press conference on Saturday, ' and a TV program on Sunday. I 
agreed that this seemed to be par for the course. 

Bob McNamara is spending the day on the Hill, but when he gets back 
I will speak to him about having a whack at the New York Times 
people. 

I also mentioned to Secretary Rusk your thought that it would be use­
ful to have higher level discussions in NA TO. He thought we should 
wait for the report of Unger 's presentation. 

If we are going to send someone over, I myself think we might con­
sider Acheson. He has enormous personal prestige; he is the symbol 
of our determination to stand by Europe when Europe is in trouble; 
he takes a good strong view on the current situation in Vietnam. But 
I have not mentioned this to anyone else, pending your comment. 

'~<-f ~ ~ 
McG. B. 

I att~ch a copy of a memorandum I sent to Secretary Rusk confirming 
this understanding. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 3, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Two interesting cables from Max Taylor 
received this morning 

The question of introducing an international combat 
force will presumably await General Johnson's 
visit and report. , The coup rumors, on the other 
hand, are obviously a hardy perennial. 

\,c..f.I). 

McG. B. 

TOP SECRET attachments 



Copy of cable from Ambassador Taylor, March 3 {Saigon 2821) 

I am concerned that if we intend to move ahead with plans for some 
sort of an international combat force in northern South Vietnam, we 
keep the South Vietnamese in step with us. In particular it would 
not be good if South Vietnam first learns of such discussions from 
press or from others. 

I have no idea what South Vietnamese attitude on this subject might be. 
As you know, there was no great enthusiasm on part of South Vietnam, 
especially military, for Korean unit. While I am satisfied this attitude 
will change as Koreans demonstrate their worth, many Vietnamese 
will be highly sensitive to criticism that the country is being "taken over" 
and the military will be very sensitive to inevitable problem of command 
and control that will arise from the introduction of combat units, 
particularly if multinational in character. While command problems 
are minimal for US force engaged in essentially static defense of 
Danang base, they will be very complex for any force, especially 
multinational, with security mission in northern South Vietnam. 
This is not to argue against force if it otherwise seems desirable, 
but simply to point out importance of bringing South Vietnamese into 
our thinking at early stage. 

Westmoreland is also concerned with inadequacy of present logistics 
system to accommodate a substantial international force. If we intend 
to move ahead, I would therefore hope that I could shortly have 
instructions to explore matter on very restricted and tentative basis 
with the Government of South Vietnam. 

### 

DECLA8bl.t• ibJ.J 

Authority s+~+e.. leff-..ec- 6- ;).b-71 

By OC.t{- , NARS, Date q_ W-? 

IO~ SEGRE-'i' 
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Copy of cable from Ambassador Taylor, March 3 · (Saigon 2822) 

In a meeting with Prime Minister Quat this morning, I first congratulated 
him on the success of his airmen yesterday and then raised the less 
pleasant subject of the premature announcement of the strike by 
Radio Saigon. Quat agreed that this latter event was most disturbing 
and plainly suspects that General Ky is responsible. He said that he 
directed an investigation last night and has not yet heard the results. 
I told him that I would be most interested to know the outcome of the 
investigation as this incident could have serious consequences for 
our joint military planning and operations. 

I then adverted to our discussions of March 1 with regard to strengthen­
ing the security of Danang by the introduction of U. S. ground forces. 
I told him that the discussions yesterday between his officers and 
General Westmoreland had been ·quite satisfactory and had produced 
no obstacles. I had now filed my recommendations to Washington 
and was awaiting a decision which might take a little time. I mentioned 
the impending visit of General Johnson and Mr. Rowan and suggested 
the possibility that a decision on Danang might await their visit. 
Quat seemed quite satisfied with this explanation. 

Quat then passed to the subject of rumors of which there is never a 
dearth in Saigon. He commented on the continued tale of the report 
that the Americans were behind the February 19 coup. He added that 
the most recent rumor is that a new coup is scheduled for March 12, 
allegedly for the purpose of achieving greater governmental stability. 
He concedes that the use of a coup to achieve greater stability is 
hard to understand but suggests that French agents may be behind some 
of these reports. He seems to take the sinister French influence 
as a real and serious thing. 

T-GP SECRET .. 

Authority ...::...~~...:;.:ii;:.u..::::.:;...;..-.._,__...._ 

By_ i;_;,...#A---



.. 

( ( 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 3, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Cable from Ambassador Kohler 

Here is a very interesting cable from Kohler. 
I think paragraph 4 may be worth using with 
members of Congress and others who may 
be tempted to undercut our position. If you 
approve, I will get the word out - - or you 
may prefer to do this job yourself -- no one 
can do it better. 

McG. B. 

Get it out ----
Leave it to me ........_ __ _ 
Leave it alone -----

\ 

. .SEGRE'!' attach1Jl.0fft 
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SUBJECTa 
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March 1. 1965 

C&Qi WLQ llJlliL . 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

THRU: Mr. Jack Valenti 

SUBJECT: Appointment lor Foreign Minister of Korea 

In the attached memorandum Secretary Rusk recom­
mends. a 10-15 minute appointment for the Korean 
Foreign Minist.e:r, Tong Won Lee. I strongly 
concur la this recommendatioii. This la a ·man 
who has done very good work on rebuilding ~elations 
between Korea and Japan. and ii he can show a 
plctun of hlmaeU' with the Presldent it will be good 
for the right forces in both Korea and. Tokyo. 

Yea ----
No ----

McG. B. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

NSC Memo, l/30195, State Dept. Ouide1ines 
By 'NARA, Date <o-fu--od-



March 2, 1965 

MEMOltANDUM TO THE P.RES.tDENT 

SUBJECT: Erhard/Wtlaon meeUn; 

1. The loas delayed meeting between Chancellor Erhard and Prime 
Mlulster Wllaon le now echedu.led to take place lo Bonn Much 6 .. 9. 
One of the majo.r topic• will be the MLF /AMF dlacua.ton. 

2. There conth:lue• to be aom.e talk in Europe that we have lo•t lntere•t 
in tbie proOlem. So Dean. Rusk'• MLF departmeat ha• 1u1geated formal 
letters from you to tho bead• of aoveirnmoat ol Oermany. :En.gland, Italy. 
and The Netherland.a. tteafftrmln1 our poaltlon and calling tor multilateral 
talks ahortly after the ICrhard./Wllaoa m .. tlng. I havo rovlewed the 
bidding with O.an bltmaelt a .nd .1 r I k be concurs tn my feeling that we 
do not now want to crank up a formal U.S. •apoa•ored multilateral •xerd••· 

3. Neverthelesa there le .a contin\\lng pl'Oblem of keeping the balance 
between pressure and negligence, and Dean aad I believe that lt would 
be ueeful to •end a. me•••&• to WUaoa. via David Bnce. and to ier-­
Erhard know that aucb a ai«1,1sage hu gone. before thl• meeting. 
You expresaed youraelf fo:rclbly o~ the MLF to Wllaon wbon ho tel­
ephoned-about Vb1tuaas. but what we woold now like la a document of record 
which will send the Britl1b and the Qarmana lato tbls next rOWld of dl•· · 
cuealons wltb a fe•llng that we are hoping lo• progreas and will ·aiwaya 
be ready to move on with them when they begl.D to make progresa· On 
their own. 

4. Accordingly. at Tab A la a abort pd.ate meaeage to Wllaon, •nd 
at Tab B l• au laattoctlen to McGbee to give aa oral m••••a• to tbe 
Chaacellor ~•alilrming your baalc poeldon. 

Approved ________ _ 

Disapproved ___ _ 

Speak to me ___ _ 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

NSC Memo, 1/30/95, State Dept. Onidelines 
By ~ , NARA, Date !g -W -o d-

Meo. B. 

j. 



TAB .A 
1·~ 

(3/l/ 6S) 

To: AmEmbaaey London for .Amb. Bruce f~om Secy Rusk 

Requeat you deliver to P~me Mlmater moat •xpeditlov.a way 

following personal meaaas• from the Preeldent. Y.ou are alao authort9ed 
" 

commualc.te content• of thl• message to Fosaetgn ·secl'otai-y aod to othe.-

high offi clalt aa you thlak approprlate. 

0 Dear Prime Minlater: 

Aa you prepve lor your lmpartaat coaveraatlon• wlth Chancellor 

Erilard, I wleh to take a moment to reempbaelu what I eald laat month 

on tha. telephone. namely. that we· c:onttnu.e to believe that notldaa l• more 

Important foY the lona•run etreagth and health of the Alliance than to find 

sound and progroaalve way• of oraamzlng our collective nuclear d•f•n••· 

Ae you know from our long conversations In December. I have wanted to 

give full time for dellbtl~atlon and coneultatlon. among those who· ha~ major 

lme:reata ln thla matter, and ln particular I !elt that lt was moat lMportant 

that there should bo direct and cedld comr•~•atloa• betweoa youl' Government 

and tile Oovornment ln Bonn. I find that la some quarter• this, patl,nce 

ha• been mt a taken tor al&clten.lng of U. s. lateJt••t tn thll iwoblem • and 

ae you leave for Bonn I want to tell you agala how lmpo~tant I believe lt ia 

that we tho\lld find an effective aiusw•r to tbla problem tor the loug run. 

now and the Oerman olectlou•, It ·l• equally clear that the problem will not 

be solved by uegleet. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E O 12958, Sec. 3.5 

NSC Memo,' 1ro95, State Dept. Ouidelines 
By ff"' , NARA. Date t.. --<ti -o ¢.. 



TADA 
SSCJtliUf 

' • :1 ~~ 

~1 •tlll believe. as I ha•e ·for many moatlltl. that thft key to a 

solution l• to be fowtd la a reconclllatlon of tlult interest• and 

i• a taak for the ttate•rnan•hlp of your two goveft\J'nenta, but I am fully 

aware of tho lmpo.riuat respooelbllltle• whieb nece•u.rUy lall to ua ln 

the U.S. as well. So I aend you tht• metaage to re~•m my ho~ 

that your cooveraaUona with Chancellor· Erbal'd may be productlw, and 

to reaesert ·a readlneea ol the U. S. to joln.111. furtrusr elforu bl whatever 

way may aeem moat useful after you~ meeting. 

Slncei-oly. 

Lyn.don B.. Johnaon° 

*'' 
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