ARCHIVES PROCESSING NOTE

You will find two versions of the document withdrawal sheets in this file. The original
document withdrawal sheets were completed in the 1970s and early 1980s. Since that time,
many of the documents have been declassified. In an effort to make the withdrawal sheets
easier to use, we have updated the withdrawal sheets, listing only the documents that are
still closed. Use these updated withdrawal sheets to request Mandatory Declassification
Review of closed security classified documents.

The original withdrawal sheets are in a mylar sleeve in the front of the folder. We have
retained them in the file so that you can see the status of the documents when the folder
was opened and the history of their declassification. Please replace the sheets in the mylar
sleeve when you have finished examining them.

November 12, 2003
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Wednesday, September 14, 1966

TEXT OF CABLE FROM AMBASSADOR BARBOUR ( Tel Aviv, 930)

Over a small dinner at my residence on September 11 with
Embassy officials and Maariv publisher Dissentchik in attendance,
General Dayan gave his preliminary impressions of the situation in
Vietnam as follows (comments in confidence pending publication of his
articles, book, etc.):

A, The Viet Cong no longer represent any real threat of
defeating U.S. forces. They are getting horribly beaten in almost
every engagement despite the fact they continue to seem eager to give
battle. North Vietnamese leaders will have to make a decision soon
whether to continue the present course or withdraw large parts of their
forces to North Vietnam, regroup, and limit themselves to guerilla
spoiling operations in the South. This decision is likely to be made following
the September 11 South Vietnamese elections and the November elections
in the U.S., Continuation of present course would mean literal suicide
of the entire Viet Cong armed force. Withdrawal to guerilla status would
mean at least temporary abandonment of the aim of winning South Vietnam
by force, though it would also continue to result in lack of normalization
of that country which would in effect prevent complete achievement of U. S,
and Allied goals. Dayan thought there would be no need to maintain
large numbers of U.S. troops in the country if Viet Cong reorganized
for guerilla struggle.

B. Dayan acknowledged his clear understanding of the nature
of the Viet Cong aggression in the South and of the need for U.S. to draw
a line and stand against that aggression. He expressed his conviction
that the South Vietnamese would never opt for the Viet Cong -- if only
because of better economic conditions as a result of U.S. economic aid.

C. Dayan's only serious criticism of the U.S. effort, of which
he said he spoke to U.S. officials in Vietnam, is the attempt to do too
much for local Government of Vietnam administration. He was a bit
vague and difficult to pin down on this point, but seemed to have in mind
not only the presence of U.S. advisers in all Saigon ministries in effect
controlling the decisions and purse strings but also efforts of foreign
specialists and doctors around the country. This is based on the grounds
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that having everything done for them (albeit better than they could do it),
undercut self-confidence of the South Vietnamese and did not force them
to participate whole~heartedly enough in their own salvation. Dayan
stayed wedded to this opinion despite counter-arguments. He felt the
U.S. Army could carry on the war effectively even if completely divorced
from local administration, politics, and development effort. On the
other hand, forcing the local administrators to do the best they can, even
if this is not particularly good, seemed to him the only way to involve

the majority Government of Vietnam and people in the war effort. He
thought tight administration in any case a rarity in Asia, citing Thai

and Burmese examples, as he saw them.

D, Dayan made it clear he is not impressed by the capabilities
of ARVN, particularly in fighting highly-motivated, well-trained Viet Cong
foes. He said ARVN would '""collapse in a fortnight" if forced to stand
alone. )

E. While de-emphasizing his role as observer of the political
scene in South Vietnam, he did opine that the September 11 election was ‘
a wise and necessary procedure whatever the outcome or turnout, simply
to demonstrate the desire of the Ky Government to get started with the
formation of a democratic state.

F. Dayan avoided any comment on Israel-Vietnam relations
or the feelings of the Vietnamese toward the Israelis except to say he
imagined Premifi\g) Ky had not invited him for a personal interview (which
Dayan on his part did not request) because of the absence of diplomatic
relations between the two governments.

Dayan said he was sorry he had to make precipitate return
to Israel, which he explained vaguely as ''being called back because of the
Herut business, etc,'! He plans to write apologies to General Johnson
and still hopes circumstances will permit a visit to Washington two months
hence or so. (Comment: While internal political situation probably
is part of the explanation for the direct return -- the first person to tell
me of Dayan returning was RAFI Party's Shimon Peres -- it is likely
pressures on him to write something for publication also was mounting. )

Dayan indicated there was much interest in publishing his
final product. Two photographers covered, one black-and-white and one
color, latter taking 600 color shots. Life magazine is dickering, the
Washington Post and Star are also interested. Paris Match and London

T CONEIDENTIAL
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Daily Telegraph editors are coming to Tel Aviv to talk with him.,

Dayan confirmed he had asked for a North Vietnam visa.
" Maariv, September 12, states his application has been rejected.

A letter of appréciation was written to me by Dayan on
September 7 enclosed in the airgram which follows.
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"ROPOSED MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT OF MEXICC

His Excellency

G. Gustavo Diaz Ordaz

¥ sident of Mexico

Presidencia

" 18 Pinos

Mexico, D, F.

On the 156th anniversary of the historic and memorable events at
Dolores Hidalgo, I extend my own special greeting and that of the
people of ae Unlf 17 ¢ for = | er” r Cwelltarlrc 1ty

Mexican nation:and people.

Lyadon B. Johnson







Wednesday
September 14, 1966

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Farewell Telegram to Chairman
Ne Win

For your approval, there is attached a farewell
telegram to Chairman Ne Win., It would be

delivered to him upon his departure from Hawaii
on September 18.

W. W. Rostow

Approve__

Note revisions




FAREWELL TELEGRAM

Dear General Ne Win and Madame Ne Win:

As you depart the United States you carry with you our personal
regard and esteem as well as our sincere best wishes for Burma and
the Burmese people. Your visit has reaffirmed and strengthened the
bonds of friendship and cooperation between our two countries. Our
discussions, I feel, brought about a deeper mutual understanding of
the problems each of us faces in our search for the common goal of
a peaceful and stable world and a richer and fuller life for peoples every-
where.

Mrs. Johnson joins me in bidding you and Madame Ne Win a very
fond farewell both on our own behalf and that of all of the American
people. It has been a privﬂege and a great pleasure to have you here,
and we hope that you will return again soon,

Sincerely,

Liyndon B, Johnson
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All of this was observed by more than five hundred
journalists, diplomatic observers, and Japanese and Korean Parliamentary
groups. In particular, the Vietnamese people were watching intently.
The election' was, therefore, as clean as such a thing can be.

Big political defeat:. It, therefore, must be set down that,
the vote on September 11 was an immense vote of ''no confidence! in the
Viet Cong. They asked for it, and they got it. It is very big == on a
par in importance with the departure of nearly 1,000,000 Vietnamese
refugees from the North in 1954 rather than live under a Communist
regime.

The vote also indicates that the Government is capable of
influencing and providing security for more people than we had thought.
We have consistently used the figure of 54 percent, which is up three
percent from what it was a year ago, as indicating the percentage of
people living under secure conditions -- with something over 20 percent
under complete Viet Cong domination. Four-fifths of the 5, 288,512
registered voters went to the polls on Sunday. The vote must reflect
a base of at least ten million people if you add in the children and members
of the population who didn't vote., This makes the number of people
who were living under secure conditions on that day nearer 65 percent
than-54 percent. :

An interesting feature was the marked willingness of people
to talk, Never in my service here have I had so many reports come to
my desk describing Viet Cong intentions and plans as were told to our
people throughout the country by Vietnamese.

I also believe that relatively stable prices helped the
Government in its very successful efforts to arouse public interest in
the elections.

U.S. troops acted as a shield and prevented large units
of the Viet Cong and the Army of North Vietnam from interfering in the
elections. Had we not been here, there could have been no elections.
But, then, had we not come in when we did last year, there probably
would be no Vietnam either,

For us on our side to destroy the redoubts.' divide the main
force units, and keep them off balance while the Vietnamese on their

—SECREF=—NODIS—
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side do the face to face, elbow to elbow, work of population security is
the ideal division of labor. What we have so often talked about actually
happened last Sunday -- and it worked. :

In Saigon, there were no Americans on the streets, and
the Vietnamese had their own city to themselves., This was good all
around -- especially for us who thus could not be accused of interference
in elections. We kept our hand from showing all over the country.
My orders to keep it a Vietnamese show and keep away from overt
support were followed with great efficiency by all elements of this Mission,

We have heard no evidence of fraud in any of the fifty-two
election districts. Several candidates known to be favored by the local
authorities were defeated. Only twenty military men were elected, a
fact that has stopped the rumor that the Government planned to pack
the Convention with military delegates.

' The Vietnamese people showed amazing courage in the face
of record-breaking attempts at terror. Embassy officers observed
heavy voting at four Saigon polling stations which were grenaded on
election eve. An eyewitness reported that in Tra Vinh the population
trooped to the polls even while the area was under Viet Cong mortar fire.
Only one polling area in the entire country suspended operations for
security reasons. '

The elections also showed the weakness of the militant
Institute Buddhists, confirming a long-standing suspicion of mine and,
I hope, destroying a myth which some journalists have promoted. In
addition to the September 6 press conference which I reported last
week, the Institute militants tried several times to launch anti-election
demonstrations and strikes. There was no popular response, and the
handful of monks involved were quickly dispersed in every case.

Catholic opposition did not materialize. Nothing was heard
from Father Hoang Quynh's Front of All Religions for three weeks
before the elections, the Catholic Citizens Bloc never made good on
its threat to call for a boycott of the election. On the contrary, Catholic
citizens and candidates were very active in the campaign. And thirty
Catholic candidates were elected. (This compares with thirty-four
candidates who are listed under the broad label of '"Buddhists. ")

_SEEREF~NODIS___
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Cynics claim that most people went to the polls simply to
avoid future difficulties with the authorities and that the Vietnamese
people fear they will be required to show cancelled voting cards
whenever they come into contact with officialdom. No doubt this is
part of the explanation, But if 80.8 percent of the registered voters
went to the polls simply because the Government of Vietnam pushed
them into it, it at least shows that the Government of Vietnam has some
authority and standing with the great majority of the population. And
adherence by the population to the Government is what this political-
military war is about. I believe it is nearer the truth to say that the
average Vietnamese voter realized that the election was a major contest
between the Viet Cong and free Vietnamese., Both sides impressed this
fact on him. He made his choice.

- The Government of Vietnam not only conducted a most
aggressive information campaign and handled military, police, and
civil authorities to insure security with great skill; Ky showed political
cleverness in his move to spike the Buddhist Institute's guns by sending
them a conciliatory letter on election eve and encouraging the People's
Army Council to try to mediate Institute-Government of Vietnam differences.
He and other Government leaders made a series of well-timed statements
and public appearances designed to arouse general enthusiasm for the
elections, We, of course, had been quietly counseling these things
on Ky and some of his principal advisors.

The Convention is truly representative. Regional differences
are very important to the Vietnamese, and the Southerners often
complain that they are not sufficiently represented in the Government.
There are forty-four Southerners in the Convention. Twenty-seven
successful candidates come from North Vietnam, five from North-
Central Vietnam, and twenty-three from Central Vietnam. There are
four ethnic Cambodian representatives, eight Montagnard tribesmen,
and four Chinese. The Convention also includes all major Vietnamese
religions. We know of thirty-four Buddhist, ten Hoa Hao, thirty Catholic, five
Cao Dai, and seven Confucianists aimong the successful candidates. The
others are not clearly identified by religion but probably include people
who practice ancestor worship, or are nominal Buddhists or an
animists. The Convention will include twenty-three teachers, twenty-
two businessmen, twenty military, eighteen civil servants, eight lawyers,

" five doctors, and seven farmers. Twenty-three members have had
valuable experience in provincial or municipal councils. The Convention
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will also benefit by the experience of such leading political figures

as former Chief of State Phan Khac Suu, Saigon City Council President
La Thanh Nghe, newspaper publisher Dr, Dang Van Sung, and prominent
politician Dr. Phan Quang Dan.

The Vietnamese have taken the first step toward stable,
democratic Government. They still have a long, long way to go. But

what we saw on September 11 is reason for confidence.

B. Pacification

On September 20, elements of the U, S, 25th Division
will start pacification of Long An province. This has been a long-
standing dream of mine going back to 1963. At that time Long An
was the only province in Vietnam which stretched from Cambodia
across to the South China Sea. It has since been divided, but is still
important, It is only eight miles south of the Saigon city limits and
heavily populated. It will be the biggest test which U..S. troops will
have had in fighting against guerrillas under urban conditions -- a different
thing from the war of movement in the unpopulated, high plateau.

I have always suspected that the Viet Cong have some of
their toughest and ablest officers in Long An because it is so close to
Saigon and has always been such a depressing place for us and, I
imagine, an inspiring place for them. In pacifying Long An, we will
have to depend on very effective police-type measures, a precinct
by precinct comb out, and, because it is so thickly settled, we will not
be able to use our huge artillery capacity and our air power as we would
normally do in open coyntry. A long time ago, General Westmoreland
and I agreed that this would be a great thing to do but we have never
been strong enough to take it on. Now General Weyand has done so well
in Hau Nghia to the west of Saigon that we are all encouraged that he
can slip to the south of Saigon where the challenge is much greater.

If he does, it should impress Ho Chi Minh. We are going to watch this
operation very close to see what lessons. we learn for further operations
‘in heavily populated areas.

C. Economic

Prices edged up on imported items this week, but the
Saigon Retail Index was down two percent over last week and six percent
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over a month ago. The main reason for the decline in the Retail Index
was an increase in rice and pork deliveries in Saigon. Dollars dropped
very slightly, from 167 last week to 166 this week.

- D, Military

Although they attempted to avoid contact with Allied forces
and concentrated on terror and small unit actions against the elections,
the Viet Cong lost over 1,000 killed in action during the reporting
period. The 1,166 Viet Cong killed in action this week compares with
885 for last week., All other military indices were favorable.

E. Reaction to De Gaulle's Phnom Penh Speech

Prime Minister Ky publicly castigated De Gaulle, and the
Vietnamese press generally attacked the French President for his
September Phnom Penh remarks. The De Gaulle speech was widely
interpreted as a cynical attempt to re-establish French influence in
Asia at the expense of Vietnamese freedom.

On September 8 two prominent French businessmen in
Saigon were arrested on charges of financially aiding organizations which
were trying to sabotage the elections. Ky said publicly that the money
involved amounted to 50 million piasters and that if investigation showed
the two men to be guilty, they will be expelled and their businesses
nationalized. Many in the French community regard the arrests as a
response to the De Gaulle September 1 speech.

F. Americans and Vietnamese Killed

Final totals of Vietnamese civilians killed and wounded
as a result of Viet Cong action during the period September 4 through 10
are not yet available. However, incomplete figures available to us
now indicate that at least thirty-four civilians were killed and thirty-
three wounded. If we add the 174 Vietnamese military killed during

.that period to the thirty-four Vietnamese civilians, the total Vietnamese
‘killed by the Viet Cong is 208, This compares with the 50 Americans

killed in the same period.

I have just obtained figures of Viet Cong killed in action
and captured in the months February to August inclusive. During that
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September 14, 1966
“TMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: President Gursel's Death

Former Turkish President Gursel finally died last night
after six —onths in a coma.

Since you paid your own personal respects at his departure
aboard your plane in March, you might want to phone Ambassador
Menemencioglu some time today to follow up by expressing your
final condolences. (He will be at the Turkish Embassy most of the
time between 11:30 a.m. and 5:45 p.m.)

We have sent the attached meswsages to President Sunay and
ex- President Gursel's family which you approved last spring when
he first became ill.

W. W. Rostow



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
ACTION: Amembassy ANKARA
LIMDIS
Please deliver following message to President Sunay
from President Johnson:
QUOTE: Excellency:

I extend to you and to the government and people of Turkey my
condolences and those of my fellow Americans on the tragic passing
~“ President Gemal Gursel.

We had hoped that, when he came to us for medical attention, we
could look forward to his return to his country in restored vigor and
health. This fervent wish was not destined to be fulfilled but I want
to assure you tlat his passing was among sincere fric_ends who had
long come to respect his ideals and accomplishments.

The close ties of friendship existing between our two countries
make us feel deeply Turkey's loss of a wise and valiant leader.

Our hearts are with you in your sorrow.
Sincerely,

Lyndon B. Johnson UNQUOTE



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

AC™ION: Amembassy ANKA™ *

LIMDIS
Please deliver following message from President Johnson to
Mrs. Gursel:

QUOTE: Dear Mrs. Gursel:

Mrs., Johnson and I extend our heartfelt sympathy on the
passing of your distinguished hushand. The memory of his
lifetime as a soldier and statesman in the service of the
highest ideals will be a legacy of “inspiration to us all. We
in America share your bereavement in the loss of this great and
good man. You can be assured that our thoughts and prayers were
always with him in his illness and that they are now with you
in your grief.

_Sincerely,

Lyndon B. Johnson UNQUOTE
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Wednesday,
September 14, 1966
11:00 a. m.

Mr, Fresident:
This hard piece of intelligence

gives you the flavor of the struggle
now going on inside China.

W. W. Rostow

State Dept Intelligence Report of clash between Chicom Party
Committee and Red Guards at colleges,

33 ’ -
(b))

.



Wednesday, September 14, 1966

- The following is a State Department Intelligence Report of a clash
between Chicom Party Committee and Red Guards at colleges.

I e students and staff members of various Communist
‘Chinese institutes of higher education in Urumchi, Sinkiang,

3.3
(¥

_reported-
the Sinkiang Party Committee's side of a clash which it had had with the
recently formed juvenile gangs known as the Red Guards.

According to the account, a group of Red Guards, falsely claiming
to speak for thirty-four academic institutions in China, attended a rally in
Urumchi on & >tember 2 to celebrate Mao Tse-tung's August 31 meeting with
Red Guards and "revolutionary" teachers and students in Peking., After the
' rally some of the Red Guards went to a Party Committee office, and demanded
a copy of the speech given at the rally by Committee First Secretary Wang
. En-mao. They attacked Wang as a ''black gang element."

- Late on September 3 Red Guards broke into the Committee's building

r '~ and demanded that Wang be turned over to them. When frustrated in this

Lo demand, they conducted a sit-down and fasting demonstration in front of the . .

. building. On September 4 more than twenty of the Guards broke into the bu11d1ng s
33  living quarters and beat up thirteen Army officers and men who were there. :

: wa) hﬂgese Red Guard demonstrations aroused ‘'violent

opposition'' on the part of the masses.

. Note: This report is the most authoritative to date on clashes

- between the Red Guards and the party apparatus supported by elements of the
general public. The regime has publicly condemned such resistance to the
Red Guards while acknowledging their excesses. Wang En-mao is probably in
trouble for resisting the Red Guards' attack, but the Red Guards might also
be in for punishment if they in fact attacked the Army personnel as reported.
The Army, in the person of Defense Minister Lin Piao who was recently

~ elevated to the regime's number two position, appears to have enhanced its -
: _presuge and is not an appropnate object for Red Guard attacks. : :
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- UNITED STATES ‘
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION ' !

WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN September 1, 1966

Dear Chuck:

. I am enclosing a letter from
Dr. Seaborg to the President outlining
his and the Commissioners' travel plans

for this fall., It is my understanding

that these generally are handled through ' -

your office.

Mr; Charles Johnson

‘Cordially,

.
.
/3 ’
: |
N

Arnold R. ‘Fritsch
Special Assistant
to the Chairman

Executive Office Building Lod

Washington, D. C.
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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

- WASHINGTON, D.C., 20545

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN c September 1, 1966

Dear Mr. President:

In accordance with the White House memorandum

" of April 24, 1964, I am submitting for your approval

my plans for travel to Europe and the Near East
this fall. The period.of travel involved would be
from about September 15 to September 29,

The - Tenth General Conference of the International
Atomic Energy Agency is being held in Vienna, Austria,
beglnnlng September 21. Because it is the tenth
anniversary meeting of the General Conference, special

"emphasis is being given to this year's meeting. This

is particularly appropriate now because increasing
attention is belng given to the IAEA's growing and
important role in the establishment of a safeguards

and inspection system for the peaceful uses of atomic
energy.

As in past years, I assume that I shall have
the honor of serving as the U. S. Representative to
the IAEA. 1In addition, the Atomic Energy Commission,
with the concurrence of the Department of State, is
making arrangements for the presentation of the 1966
Enrico Fermi Award to this year's recipients -
Professor Otto Hahn, Professor Lise Meitner, and
Professor Fritz Strassman - in Vienna during the
Conference.

Prior to and after the meeting, it is my plan
to visit several countries from which I have had
long-standing invitations. It is my hope to visit
and discuss the atomlc energy programs in Greece,

T
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Israel, Finland, and Sweden. I also plan to participate

in the opening of the United States' Atoms-at-Work
Exhibit in Dublin, Ireland, on September 28.

I believe it important that some of my fellow
Commissioners also attend portions of the Tenth
General Conference of the IAEA. In making our plans,
we shall assure that a Commissioner and the General
Manager or his deputy are in Washington throughout the

.period involved.

The approval of these proposed travel plans is
respectfully requested. In accordance with your
directive, I am also providing Secretary Rusk with a
copy of this letter.

Regpectfully,

5’ |

Glenn T. Seaborg

The President
The White House

Secretary Rusk -
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 8, 1966
4:30 p.m., Thursday

MR, PRESIDENT: .
Secretary Connor's weekly report,

as marked re the Philippines. I
have given a copy to Walt Rostow.

Robertg} Kintner

Attachment
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The seasonally adjusted but incomplete data for August show that
durable goods, bolstered by a gain of 2. 3% in automobile sales,
went up 1. 8%; nondurables were up 0. 9%.

Lumber sales advanced 2. 8% but furniture sales declined slightly. On
the nondurable side, clothing sales advanced 8%, general merchandise

0.5%, and gasoline 1.5%; spending in eating and drinking establishments
registered a 2. 7% increase but food sales were down by 0. 5%.

/‘“//w ! / /

Acting Secretary of Commerce
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MAP has been running at about $22 million a year., It is
projected at that level for the next several years. Marcos is asking for
an increase -~ particularly for a '"defense support' program of ports,
roads and airports.

(2) Economic Assistance

Gaud can give a run~-down on current developments and
things we cand cuss with Marcos.

Background: The Philippines' record is terrible. They
have not used much aid effered in the past. They are weak on pr-‘ect
development and planning. Taxes are not collected. Smuggling robs
Treasury of more than $100 million a year in revenue.

Marcos wants to do better, has moved on smuggling and
tax collection. His advance Economic Team submitted a shopping list
for his 4-year program (economic aid and defense support) with a price
tag of about $400 million.

We are trying to help, particularly on project preparation.
We are pushing for formation of a Consultative Group under the World
Bank and also pressing the Philippines for continuing internal reform.

We are prepared to negotiate out an aid package that could
run to $35.5 million ($20 million in PL-480 sales under Title IV).

(3) Veterans Claims and Benefits

Rusk and McNamara might be asked for a status report.

Background: You are familiar with this one. The Joint
Panel reported on benefits. Legislation has passed the House and is
now in the Senate on two items (orphans and hospitals). Estimated cost
is $17 million the first year. Benefits will continue for 30-plus years
(until last claimant dies) and total cost is estimated at about $425 million.

On claims, we find two have an equitable base. We
estimate cost at about $42 million (unpaid pay and allowances for 100, 000
guerrillas -~ $39 million; refund of erroneous deductions -~ $2. 7 million).
Defense has the money. No legislation required. We must ask Marcos to
drop other claims. He will find this politically difficult.

SPeRfel
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Tues., Sept. 13, .6
11:55 1~
MR, PRESIDENT:
Bill Jord  is ple " with Marcos'
reaction to our compromise formula

on the ten battalions.

The visit looks easier already.

W.W.F >w
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

—SBCRET—
MEMO FCR MR, ROSTOW

Subject: Philippine Emgineer Bas, and Clains

Marces has beught eur cempremise en
suppert fer the Battaliems!!

He is "extrsmely pleased" accerding te
Blair.

As yeu knew, eur fermula was five right new
and readiness to cemsider five mere mext year.
Se eur estimate was right—and State was wreng,

Blair alse feports that Marces is happy
with eur prepesed language en Vetsrans benefits/
Marces says he is "gettimg mere tham he heped
for."

Se scere twe big peimts, fer eur side,

The President may want te kmew abeut the
abeve befere the 1 P.M., meeting.

B
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I TOLD PRESIDENT MARCOS THAT PRESIDENT JOHNSON IS PREPARED

le
IR TO ANNOUNCE "IN COMMUNIQUE THAT.U.S. GOVERNMENT WILL SUPPORT

- CIA Flyc ENGINEER CONSTRUCTION BATTALIONS AND THAT FOR THE RE-
~ NSA' MAINING FIVE BATTALIONS VE ARE PREPARED TO CONSIDER
'DOD FUNDING EQUIPMENT IN FY 6% AND THAT WE WOULD EXPRESS

IGA GENERAL UNDERTAKING OF FUTURE SUPPORT IN THE COMMUNIQUE,

AID

RSR
GP-3.
BLAIR
BT

2. MARCOS WAS EXTREMELY PLEASED,:
HAPPY TO HEAR THIS AND THAT OF COPRSE HE UNDERSTOOD THE
PROBLEM WITH RNRNC TO OUR REQUIREMENTS IN VIETNAM.

HE SAID HE WAS VERY
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. MARCOS SAID HE HAD RECEIVED THE LANGUAGE WHICH MADE HIM HAPPY
" f5P-)  AND ADDED THAT HE WAS GETTING MORE THAN HE HAD HOPED FOR. GP-4.
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MEMORANDUM

‘THE WHITE HOUSE
O NI BN A WASHINGTON Tuesday-September 13,1966

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Your Appointment with Dr, Lle:

Purpose of Visit

Dr. Alberto Lleras Camargo has informed us that the purpose of his
visit is to explain the Choco Valley Development Project on behalf of
President Lleras.

He will be accompanied,in Linc Gordon's absence, by Bob Sayre and
Ambassador-designate Carlson.

Description of Project

The Hudson Institute of New York has done a preliminary feasibility
study which will serve as the basis for Dr. Lleras' presentation.

The principal elements of the project are: (see maps at Tab A)

1. Dam up the Atrato and San Juan rivers to create two large
inland lakes, the waters of which would be used to generate
some 3.3 million kilowatts for use in Colombia and Panama.
The Pan American Highway, closing the Darien Gap, would
presumably pass over the northern dam.

2. Join the two lakes with the Atlantic and Pacific by canals which
will enable ocean-going vessels to move close to the Colombian
industrial complex in the adjoining Cauca Valley and provide an
alternate inter-oceanic route for vessels up to 20,000 tons.

3. Opén up this inner frontier of Colombia for exploitation of min-
eral, petroleum and forest resources.

Financial Considerations

The Hudson Institute cost estimates fo<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>