Tuesday, June 6, 1967
4:00 p.m,

Mr, President:

Herewith Nat Davis' report on the
situation in New York. '

If the Israelis go fast enough, and the
Sovicts get worried enough, a simple cease-
fire might be the best answer,

This would mean that we could use the
de facto situation on the grov ~ to try to

negotiate .not a return to armistice lines but
a deflnitive peace in the Middle East.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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Lan-*t 1 with the Presi " nt
Tuesday, June 6, 1967, 1:00p, m,

Agenda

| I. Middle East (Sects. Rusk and McNamara)

a. Jordan
b. Oil

c. Forward planning and strategy

II. Viet Nam (Sects. Rusk and McNamara)
Targets

IIl. Other, including personnel problems

W, W. R,



Tuesday, June 6, 1967
12:10 p. m.

Mr, President:
Herewith information that the
North Vietnamese government,

excepting National Defense and Foreign
Affairs,  » evacuat'~— 7" i,

W. W, Rostow
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GCVERNMENT MINISTRIES HAVE BEEN EVACUTED FROM HANGI TO THE
COUNTRYSIDE AMGNG THES:. ARE THE MINISLRI“'S oF FOREIGN TRADE

S 1> EDUCA;ION AND IHE NORTH VIETNANESE POLICE OR SECURITY ELEMENT
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- I¥ HANOI.

, 13
}J:::_A o o [ &”@U
(clus(ﬁcaﬂon) . (dissem controls) ' - T . .. - o
~ APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN EVACUATED. | ' \AN INDICATION

GF THIS IS THAI THE IMPORT LICENSES HAVE BEEN DELAYED RECENTILY:

BECAUSE THEY hAD TO BE SENT OUTSIDE OF HANGCI FOR APPROVAL. )
2

'_.] ‘THE MINESTRIES

OF NATIONAL DEFEVJE AhD FuR-IGu AFFAIRS REHAIN IN FULL. STRENGIH

l —

_ STHE .

STAFF OF THE hINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS LIVE IN° DORMIFORIES
ATTACKED TO THEIR OFFICES AKD THERE IS NC EVIDENCE OF A
DZCREASE IN THEIR PERSONNEL.)

‘2. THE NEW LGCATIGCNS OF THE EVACUATED.QFFICES- ARE NOT -

KhOW. IT IS POSSIBLE -HOWEVER » THAT SOGME OF THEM MAY BE

LOCATED AFPROXIMATELY: 80 KILOMETERS WEST OF HANOL: IN AN AREA:

-ORIGINALLY INTENDED FOR RELOCATING THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS.

re—

—

1TWO SITES ORIGINALLY WERE INTENDED FOR THE RELGCATION
CF THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS, THE ONE MENTICNED ABOVE AND ANOTHER

APPRGXINATLEY 58 KILOMETERS NORTH OF HANGI. THE. LATTER-SITE. .
| HA5 BEEN DAWMAGED BY = BOMBING.) '

4. ‘]PISSEM. STATE (AﬁBASaADOR BUNKER) ‘USMACV

(GENERAL WESTMORELAND, J-2)

o

CINCPAC (ADHMIRAL SHARP AND POLAD)!

7.-3('3}{'4}
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Tuesday, Janr “, 1967
11:50 a.m.

SEGRET-
MR, PRESIDENT:
Herewith Ambassador Harriman's
second interview with the Shah.
As you see, he feels he must return
to his country,
We can leave a formal announcement
of this postponsment to be worked out
by State with the Shah.

W.W.R,

SE¢ ttgchment s 19914)
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FOR_THE PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE FROM HARRIMAN,
(DEPT PASS TEHRAN EYES ONLY FOR AMBASSADOR MEYER)
REF STATE 208338.

CALLED O SHAH THIS MORNING AND CONVEYED MESSAGE IN REFTEL.

HE 15 REMAINING IN PARIS TODAY FOR TALK AND LUNCHEON WITH DEGAULLE,-
THEN RETURNING TO TEHRAN TOMORROW, WEDNESDAY JUNE 7. HE REGRETS.

NOT HAVING OPPCRTUNITY FOR TALKS WITP THE PRESIDENT AND HOPZS .

TO COME TO WASHINGTON AT A LATER DATE. HE AGREED TO INFORV QUR

PAGE 2 RUFNCR 19914 S—E€RE-T
AMBASSADOR MEYER FULLY ON HIS TALKS WITH DEGAULLE AND HIS ANALYSIS
OF WHERE DEGAULLE IS HEADING IN MIDDLE EAST.

SHAH EXPRESSED IZARNEST DESIRE TO CONTINUE CLOSE EXCHANGE OF
VIEWS ON DEVELCPEMENTS. HE BELIEVES NASSER'S CLAIM OF
INTERVENTICN BY US AND BRITISH PLANES IS TO HAVE FUTURE BASIS
THAT HIS FORCES WERE NOT DEFEATED BY ISRAEL ALONE. '

THE SHAH HOPES THE SOVIETS WILL NOT INTERVENE MILITARILY ON
PRETEXT TG OFFSET US ACTION. I TOLD HIM THAT OUR CONTACTS WITH
SOVIET GOVEZRNMENT LED US TO BELIEVE SOVIETS WOULD NOT INTERVENE
AND HaD INDICATED THAT ALL SHOULD WORK FOR CEASE FIRE AND
RETURN TC OLD POSITIONS. I ALSO' SAID WE UNDERSTAND ISRAEL

HAD NO TERRITORAIAL AMBITIONS, ONLY ASSURANCE OF FREE PASSAGE
TO GULF OF AQABA.

SHAY UR3ED THAT WE SHOULD NOW CONSIDER LONG RANGE PROBLEM OF :
NASSER. WE COULD NOT TOLERATE FLARE-UPS EVERY FEW YEARS. HE SAID
NASSER'S AGRESSIVE PLANS MUST BE STOPPED.

SHAH RAISED QUESTION OF HIS INITIATIVE REGARDING VIETNAM WHICH
I WILL REPORT IN REPTEL.

BOHLE) ' | A
pp LEN ~ » DECLASSITED
Audn'n:lty}""/ac2 £u ¢ 4

/
By 4‘4 % NARA, Dateé"7 Z

PRESERVATICN SGRY




Tuesday, June 6, 1967
11:00 a, m.

MR. PRESIDENT:

Arthur Goldberg called this morning to tell me he had received
a telephone call from Jerusalem from Chief Justice Agramat.
{They entered the Chicago bar the same year.) The message iz
via Goldberg to you from Prime Minister Eshkol. There are
two points.

1. Eshkol "hopes you understand' the action taken by lsrael;
that it resulted from a judgment that their security situation had
s0 deteriorated that their national existence was imperiled.

2. Eshkol stror~'y hopes “* at we will take ) action tl
would lilmit Israeli action in achieving {reedom of passage through
the Gulf of Aqaba, They understand your difficulties in achieving
this result; and are pgeparedtoh ™ t° matter themselves,

I shall, of course, make this message available to Secretaries Rusk
and McNamara. We should be back with a recommendation about
the second point later in the day.



Tuesday, June 6, 1967
10:30 a.m.

Mr. President:

This is a rather good draft
message from you to King Feisal.

W. W, Rastow



5
-BECRET June 6, 1967

DRA¥ T MESSAGE FRCM PRESIDENT JOHNSON TO KING FAISAL

Your Majesty:

In the light of my own high regard for Your Majesty,
as well as the long-standing close and cordial relations between our
two governments, [ want to assure that you are fully informed regarding
‘the views and policies of my government at this delicate juncture
in the history of the Near East.

T" » United Stat«  Gover: ent had been engaged fc
several weeks in strenuous attempts to reduce tensions in the
Near East when, despite our best efforts, hostilities broke out on
June 5 onc a broad front. We had been in close touch with the
parties and ' d received no indication that such fighting was in
prospect. It is not clear to us how it started.

In this situation, the policy of the United States must
be to seek urger**r for concerted action through the United Nations
to bring about an end to the current hostilities. We are bending all
our efforts to this end. Far from seeking to became involved in
this new conflict, we are doing our best to stop it. In so doing,

- we will strive to steer an even-handed course. OQOur sole endeavor
will be to seek the earliest feasible return to peaceful conditions
so that the underlying problems of the region can be addressed in
relative calm.

As the situation evolves, I realize that we may not
always see eye to eye on every issue. I recognize the imperatives
of your position, just as I hope you will recognize those that govern
our own. We continue to support the integrity and independence of
all states involved in the current hostilities. We are opposed to
efforts to change frontiers or resolve problems by forcé of arms.
But this is not favoritism for any single astate in the region, it is
simple realism. The purpose of the United States Government

2
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et

must : nain the prevention and limitation of hostilities which
otherwise might well expand outside the Near East. Such

has been our settled policy under four Administrations of both
political parties since the end of World War II.

At the same time I want to assure Your Majesty
that it will be my firm determination that events in the present
crisis not be permitted to affect the long-standing interest
of the United States Government in the closet possible relations
with«the Government of Saudi Arabia. I hope that Your Majesty will
understand and appreciate the current efforts of the United States
for peace within this unchanging context. It would be tragic if
misunderstandings between us, or ill-conceived efforts on the
part of others, were to weaken the enduring relationship between
our two countries from which both have derived such benefit
for so long.

As a continuation of our cordial talks in Washington
a year ago, I will of course consider most carefully any views
which you may wish to send me on the current situation. Meanwhile,
Ambassador Eilts, in whom I have the fullest confidence, has been
instructed to remain in particularly close contact with your
government throughout the present c¢irisis. If God wills, the
fighting will soon stop to permit us to addres$the underlying problems
of peace axxl development in 2 more normal atmosphere.

With best personal regards,
Sincerely,

Lyndon B. Johnson
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June 6, 1967

The cease-fire vote of the Security Council ﬁpens a hopeful
path away from danger in the Middle East., It reflects responsible
concern for peace on the part of all who voted for it, The United
States has warmly supported this resolution. We hope the parties
directly concerned will promptly act upon it. We beliove a cease-
fire is the necessary "first step, ' In the words of the resolution
itself -- a first step toward what we all must hope will be a new time
of settled peace and progress for all the peoples of the Middle East.

It is towarda this end that we shall now atrive.
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—CeNFIDENTIAL June 6, 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Your Appointment with Ambassador Meyer, Tuesday,
June 6, at

Ambassador Armin Meyer is in town laying the groundwork
for the Shah's visit on June 12th. (So far as we know, he is still
coming, despite the war in the Middle East,) You have agreed to
see Armin to has n ad :e pe1 nal briefing, additional to the
usual briefing material,

You may want to sound him out on the following questions:
(1) the Shah's view of Nasser;
{2) Iran's relations with the Soviet Union;

{3) Iran's relations with Pakistan, particularly regarding the
transfer of military equipment;

{4) evolving views of Israel, and how far the Shah can go in
supporting Israel;

(5) problems created for the Shah by the present conflict in
the Middle East;

(6) future of US relations with the Shah now that AID is
finished and military assistance is on a credit sales basis,

(7) assuming Nasser's set back or overthrow, would the Shah,

in private understanding with the Israelis, call for the Middle Eastern
nations to take the leadership in settling and organizing their affairs,
including a refugee settlement; common understanding about borders;
a regional economic development bank; etc. W. W. Rostow

73




Tuesday,
-6, 177

| Mr. President:
Here is a thoughtful letter
of support from Governor

Agnew on the Middle East
crisis.

W. W. R,

=
BN



June 7, 1967

Dear Ted:
I appreciate your thoughtful letter of June 3.

Although disappointed by the developments of the
past few days In the Middle East, we shall now
strive, as I sald Tuesday evening, to achieve
“sttled peace and progress for ail the peoples of
that area.

The knowledge of your support in this undertaking
is a great comiort to me.

Sincerely,

The Honorable

Spire T. Agnew

Governor of Maryland
Annapolle, Maryland 21404

LBI:RMM:WWR:rln
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Mr, President:

I thought you might want to take one
more look at this letter. 1 changed the first
paragraph so that we did not put flatly into
the record a judgment that Israel had kicked
this off from a standing start.

I hope 1 introduced the other two themes
as you would wish them.

W. W. Rostow



gﬂb:l
Draft -- June 5, 1967 P
SEGRET/NODIS 2 ©

Dear Harold:

I appreciate your comments on the unfortunate developments in
the Near East. We had feared that the Israelis might feel compelled to
strike, but we had had no advance indication from them that they had
actually taken a decision to do so in the face of what they judged to be
further Arab provocations. We believed, in fact, we had at least a
clean week for diplomacy.

Arthur Goldberg has had a difficult tlme In the Security Council.
Like you, we had hoped for a quick cease-fire resolution. But we have
had to deal with a determined effort to have the Council call for a
withdrawal of forces in terms which would legitimize Nasser's action
at the Strait of Tiran -~ a subject on which we have both taken unequivocal
- positions.

We have done everything we could to get an even~handed Security
Council pronouncement, We shall work with your people In New York
to encourage helpful UN action. If the Soviets, and the French, are more
forthcoming than they have been, both of us will want to build on that
develop~ :@:nt to work toward a satisfactory settlement.

Meanwhile, I hope we can keep in closest touch as the military
situation develops and put the best minds available to both of us to work
on the contingencies that may arise and the constructive possibilities

that may unfold.

7



I think you know the deep satisfaction I derived from our
discussions,

Sincerely,

Lyndon B. Johnson



Monday, June 5, 1967
9:05 p.m,

Mr., President:

Herewith the account, with a
map, of the first day's turkey shoot.

W. W, Rostow



Monday, June 5, 1967
_SEEeRET— 5:45 p.m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Cur first thought is that the key to ending the war is how well the

Israelia do -- or don't do -~ on the ground. Up to a point this is

correct; but it is not wholly correct because what the Israelis are

afte_ is not some abstract military victory, but a settlement which,

if possible, insures that this will not happen again in another 10 years.
Therefore, our bebind-the-scenes work with the Russians and others
should consist not merely in negotiating a cease~fire; because a cease-
fire will not answer the fundamental questions in the minds of the Israelis
until they have acquired so much real estate and destroyed so many
Egyptian planes and tanks that they ara absolutely sure of their bargaining
position.

Therefore, we should begin in New York or elsewhere, talking with the
Russians and, if possible, with the Egyptians and others about the terms
of a settlement:

-« Eilat open to oil;

-~ observers on both sides of the linef

~= a Soviet commitment to work with us to damp down the arms race;

-~ a turn in the road on refugees;

-~ a Middle East development bank that would bring the Iranians
and Turks into the diplomacy of the area; etc.

So long as the war is roughly moving in Israeli's favor, I believe we can
shorten it by getting at the substance of a settlement at the earliest
possible time.



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Suggested reply to a greeting sent
to you from the Maharajah of Bhutan
via Dillon I " ley

When Dillon Ripley was looking at birda
up against the Tibetan border, he saw the
King, who asked him to send his best wishes
to you, in the attached message.

The State Department suggests the
following simple reply, which would be sent
by telegram.

V. W. Rostow

Att: -~ File #2157



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Suggested Reply

Your Highness:

You were most kind to have thought to send me
your perSonal good wishes which Secretary S. Diilon
Ripley of the Smithsonian Institution has conveyed
to me. I appreciate very much your thoughtfulness and
wish you and your people happiness and success.

Sincerely,

His Highness
The Druk Gyalpo of Bhutan -



Monday, June 5 1967
4:40 p. m.

MR. PRESIDENT:

Herewith an eye-witness AP acco
confirming the Eshkol claim that there
was bombardment across the Israeli
border before their air strike,

The location fits the namea of the
three towns in Eshkol's letter. Whate:
the truth of the matter, this dispatch
gives them a better propaganda case.

W. W, R,

Attachmic 38 (AP 121 - 124)

1 4
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SAT V.2 E/ZWITNLSS

WI1Ts IS:acbl FORCES (AP)-CRACK ISRAELL TROOPS SLLCED INTO THE g
SOUTIZRN G.iiA STRIP TODAY, CAPTURING TME STRATEGIC TOWN OF KHAN G N
YUSLZ IN A4 ATTEZLPT TO PARALYZE AZiVY ARAc CONCENTRATIONS. 00 X

THE BATTLZ ERJPTED WHEW ZGYPTIAN /ORTAR SATTERIZS LAID A Olf J#ﬁ
DARIZAGE OF FI&E _On FOUR ISRAELI KIZSUT1Z--OR FARLK==SETTLZMZNTS @(.
STRUNG GJT ALONG THE GAZA BORD:R AGOUT 50 MILES SOUTH OF TEL AVIV. ' (W &

SHELLS BEGAN RAINING INTO SARNS AND COWSHEDS AT 4 A.i., KILLING e T
LIVESTOCK AND 3UXSING WHEAT FIELDS, WITHOUT CAUSIHG RUWAW CASUALTIES. % ,

ISRAELI ARTILLERY, QUICKLY OEPLOY:D OPPOSITZ THE EGYPTIANS, kﬂrﬂ

RETURNED THE FIRE AND AROR HMOVED WESTWARD TOWARD THE MEDITER- N o
RANEAN CO&5T, FOLLOWED BY INFANTRY. L0

THE SWIFT STRIKE APPARENTLY CAUGHT THE EGYPTIANS ON THEIR Lo o

FLANK AND FORESTALLED A POSSISLE ENEdY SWEEP AT BEZRSHEBA IN WAE

JC250PED JUNE 5 : \

-
THE ISRAELI NEGZV DESERT ABOUT 25 #ILES EAST OF THE STRIP. 5;¢§i;;:;£~

122 |
- ad

WITHH ISRAZLI FORCES--ADD EYEWITNESS (a2

/
AN TSRAELI COMMANDER IN CHARGE OF THE NAHAL OZ SECTOR REPORTED uﬂyrﬁi
THE CAPTURE OF KHAN YUNIS, AN ZGYPTIAN TOWN SGUTH OF GAZA, TWO . Jub
MILES ACRCSS THE 20RDER. (> s
WITH KHAN YUNIS FALLEN TO THE ISRAZLI ATTACK, ARHOR AWD adbﬂg Lot
INFANTRY STOOD READY TO TAKZ OW GAZA AND THE PALESTINE LIBZRATION

ARMY STRUNG JUT TO SHZIXH ALINUNTAR.
SHEIKH ALINUNTAR LOO{#ED OVER THE WESTERN HORIZON, DA“AESZD &Eté‘hw
3Y PLUMES OF SiUOKE AS LIGHT AND HEAVY ISRAELI UIORTARS ZLANKZTZD d( /V

EGYPTIAN GUN PGSITIONS.
CAMOUFLAGED TANKS, PERSONNEIL CARRIERS AND TRUCKS WAITED FOR Ppﬁyit
THE ORDER TG ATTACK FRO¥ OCRCHARDS AND WOODS. KXHAKI-UNIFORMZD

INFANTRYMEN, LUGGING BAZOOKAS AND MACHINE GUNS, ROSE STIFF-LEGGED ,A f ° 5%,

FROM A BRIEF REST IN THE DUST AND STAMPED OUT CIGARETTE BUTTS &

TO MOVE WEST IN- DRAWN OUT SINGLE FILE. " Li;;\
JC253PZD JUNE 5 - | " O

i23 | /Fkg el
WITH ISRAELI FORCES--ADD EYEWITNESS (122) | ﬁ( |

TRANSFOAT PLANES WITH SCREAMING MYSTERE JIT FIGHTER ESCORTS & '
DRONED OUT OF A NEARBY AIRFIELD, APPARENTLY CiR2YING AIRBORNE

TROOPS OR PARATROOPERS INTO ACTION. Ay
EQYPTIAN BATTERIES OPPOSITE NAHAL OZ AND KFAR AZA FELL SILENT P

ONE BY ONE AFTER ABOUT FIVE HOURS, FIRING WHICH IN THE WORDS CF e

THE LOCAL ARl SZCURITY CAIEF "WAS UORE VASTZ THAN EFFICTIVE war."(’
"NE_KNEW IT WOULD BE CCAING ONZ OF THESE DAYS,” HE SAID. | iy

"THE FIRST SHELLS .HAD BARELY EXPLODED ON THE VILLAGE OUTSKIRTS =« ap™*

WHEN WE RUSHED TAZ CAILDIZN AND NONCOMBATANTS TG THE SHELTERS oMM~ 0,

WHILE OUR BOYS MAMWZD THE DEFENSE PERINETER." L Lov
4C255PZD JUNE 5 - Y,
PRESERVATION GOPY

o -_—
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CASHINGTON--ADD L3J- “DDLEZ EAST (97) -

TAiRE WAS HZCTIC DIF. .iATIC ACTIVITY HIRZI EARLIL AS STATE
DZPARTHINT OFFICIALS HET WITH AHSASSADORS FROM ARAB STATES, FRANCE
AD SAITAIN, AND THZ ISRAELI CHARGE D'AFFAIRES.

"IN THESE #ZZTINGS, WCCLOSKZY SAID, "IT HAS BEEN EMPHASIZED THAT
THE UNITED STATES HAS DONE ITS UTWOST WITHIN AND OUTSIDE THE UNITED
NATIONS 70 FORESTALL THE OUTBREAK OF HOSTILITIES.

"WE DEEPLY REGRET THAT THE HOSTILITIES HAVE BROKEN OUT.™

NE ADDZD THAT THE STATE DEPARTAENT DID NOT KNOW WHICH SIDE
STARTED THE SHOOTING.

MCCLOSK=Y ALSC REPORTED OUTBRIAKS OF ANTI-AHERICAN VIOLENCE IN
SOME ARAE STATES.

“FRAGMENTARY AND INCO/UPLETE® REPORTS, HE SAID, LISTED AN ATTACK
ON SOME AMERICAN AIRMEN IN TRIPOLI, LIBYA, WHERE THE UNITED STATES
OPERATZS THE GIANT WHEELUS AIRBASE; DEMONSTRATIONS AND DAMAGE TO
U.S. DIPLOMATIC FACILITIES IN TRIPOLI AND BENGHAZI, LIBYA, AND
BAGHDAD AND BASRA, IRAQ; DAMAGE TO UNITED STATES INFORHATION AGENCY
FACILITIZS IN BEINGHAZI, LIBYA, AND DAMASCUS, SYRIA; AND OTHER .
DEMONSTRATIONS .IN KHARTOUM, SUDAN, SANAA, YEMEN, AND TUNIS, TuNISIA.

JC258PED JUNE 5



Monday, June 5, 1967 -~ 4:30 p.m.,

Mr, Presidént:

1. My brother Gene called with the following message: Irving
Engel called from New York, on behalf of himself, Morris Abram,
Lewis Strauss, and Jacocb Blaustein -- leaders of the Jewish community. --
He requested a meeting with the President either tonight or tomorrow.

Yes

e e

No

Seec me

2. As you can see from the attached telegram, 25 leaders of
the American Arab community wish to see you Wednesday or Thursday of
this week,

We have solicited a State Department recommendation on the
question of the Arabs seeing you.

Yes

ot

No W. W. Rostow
See me

WWRostow:rin
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NEW YORK NY E 203P EDT

THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE
25 LEADERS OF AMERICAN ARAB COMMUNITY REPRESENTING ONE MILLION
AMERICAN ARABS WISH TO MEET WITH YOU TO DISCUSS MIDEAST CRISIS
AMERICAN ARABS ARE COMING TO WASHINGTON WEDNESDAY AND
THURSDAY 7TH AND 8TH JUNE FOR MEETINGS AND ALLIES
VE WANT MEETING WITH YOU PARTICULARLY BECAUSE OF REPORTS
THAT ZIONIST JEWISH LEADERS PLAN MEETING YOU WEDNESDAY OR THURSDAY

DR M T MEHDI SECRETARY GENERAL THE ACTION COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN
ARAB RELATIONS 441 LEXINGTON AVE NEW YORK NY.

PRESERVATION COPY

1
FORM Q805 PRINTED BY THE STANDARD RLGISTER COMPANY, U. S. A,

FONM ©BOS PRINTED BY THE STANDARD REGISTER COMPANY, U. S. A.
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Monday, Jun », 1967
11:10 a. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith Gen, Amit {senior intelligence
officer recently here) briefs Harry
McFPherson and Amb. Barbour,

His key defense of Israel's alr attack is
consistent with Eshkol's:

-~ artillery fire on three laraell
villages;

-+ U, A, R. air incursions,

Then they "punched all the buttons, "
At least that's l_zia story.

—SECRET-attachment W.W. R,

(Tel Aviv 3937)

>7
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4. GENeRAL £MIT GAVE 3RNQB ' :

- D TWELVE O'CLOCK FOR MCPHERSON
ANO HE. NWE REHZRSED THE HISTORY OF THE LAST THREE WEEKS AS
NOW SEEN BY ISRAELIS. HE REGARDED NASSER AS HAVING LARGELY
PLAYED WS BUILD-UP BY EAR AND HAVING ACHIEVED MOMENTUM TO
AN EXTENT THAT }L COULD NOT STOP. AMIT DESCRIBED NASSER'S
ACTION IN FOUR STEPS. FIRST, A THREE-WAY DEAL BETWEEN THE
SYR1ANS, TWE EGYPTIANS AND THE USSR ON BASIS OF WHICH
NASSER WOULD MAKXE A SHOW OF FORCE IN SINAI TO INCREASE KIS
PRESTIGE AND IN RETURN THE SYRIANS WOULD STOP SABOTAGE AND
INFILTRATION, STEP TWO DEVELOPED WHEN HE ASKED UNEF TC KCVE
BACK FROM STRONG POINTS ON BORDER AND INSTEAD SYG INSISTZID
UNEF'S POSETION UCULD BE TO REMAIN IN PLACE OR MOVE ENTIRELY.

PRGE 2 2LQnVL 3937 S—E—€RET—
IN C\RCUMSTANCES NASSER HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO ASK THEM TO
WITHORAW CONPLETELY. STEP THREE WAS THE CLOSING OF THE
STRALTS ON ¥AY 23, WHICH PROBABLY HAD NOT BEZN CONSIDERED
IN ADVANCE BUT RESULTED FROM HIS SEEING OPPORTUNITY. STEP FOUR,
wWHICH = DEVELOPMENT OF THE LAST 48 HOURS, INCLUDED THE MOVE-
MENT OF THE FOURTH ARMORED DIVISION AND THE CRACK SHASLI BRIGADE
WHRICH TOGETHER INCLUDED 406 TANKS TO ENCIRCLE AND CUT OFF |
EILAT, THUS LINKING UP WITH JORDAN. IN ADDITION, THERE WERE -
HASTY #ZTHLRAVALS FROM THE YEMEN, TWO BRIGADZS HAVING MOVED ~ |
FROM THE VEXEN INTO THE SINAI YESTERDAY WITESUT EVEN PAUSING
\N EGYPT R_.PER. AMIT ADDED THAT EVIDENCE TAXEY HAD OF ¥AJOR
DEVELOPHENTS IN JORDAN CORROBORATED THIS EGYPTIAN PLAN. AN
EGYPTIAN SIZHERAL TOOK CHARGE OF THE JCRDANIAN FORCES, ISRAEL
INTERCEPTED ZGYPTIAN OPERATIONS ORDERS TO LOVE TROOPS TU THE
WEST BANK. THE EGYPTIAN GZ!ZRAL ASKED FOR ZGYPTIAN FORCZIS
IN JORDAN CN THE GROUNDS THE IRAQIS VERE TGO SLOW IN ARRIVING.
ORDERS /CRE ALSO ISSUED FOR' EGYPTAIAN COMMANDOS IN _ORDAN

- TO CAPTURE ISRAELI- AIR FIELDS. FURTHER, MORE THAN & FULL
IRAQI DIVISION ARRIVED IN JORLIZZRJHDMTRDAY AND TWO " SQUADRONS
OF MIGS FROM IRAQ@ ARRIVED AT M2FRAQ AND ONE AN H-3. PRLSEHVATION QOPY

/
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g « GPGT GIVEN FO: FEDEYEEN RAIDS QUOTE WHEN WAR
BEGINS UNQUOTE. e )
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2. ANIIT SAID THAT EARLY THIS MORNING THEAEGYPTIANS SHELLED
THREE SETTLEMENTS NEAR THE GAZA STRIP--KISSUFIN, NAHAL OZ
AND DZUR MAON. AT THE SAME TIME HOSTILE EGYPTIAN AIRPLANES
F"hE;.QThD ISRAEL. EGYPTIANIVROOPS HAD NOT RPT NOTNSROSSED
FRCNTIER, _ —

3. AXIT ADDED THAT AFTER HAVING EXERCISED MAXIMUM RESTRAINT,
Y.iICH IN HIS VIEW MAY HAVE ITSELF ENCOURAGED NASSER IN HIS
FiCCXESSION FROM THE MERE SHOW OF FORCE TO WHAT ISRAELIS

ARZ MOV CONVINCED IS 4 WASTER PLAN TQ DISMEMBER ISRAEL,

THE DECISION WAS TAKEN YESTERDAY THAT IN CASE OF ANY EGYPTIAN
AGGRZSSION ISRAEL ¥OULD.QUCTE PUNCH ALL THE BUTTCNS UNQUOTE.
THIS HE TESCRIBED AS ESSENTIAL FOR SELF-DEFENSE.

4., AY¥IT ALSO CITER EZCYFTIAN DEFENSE AGREENENT WITH IRAQ, THE
PCSSIEILITY OF LEEZANESZ FAFLEY WITH NASSER, INKDICATIONS THAT
FAIESaAL "a% COING TO C~~u0 2L QRDER OF THE DAY FRCY THE
EGYFTIAN COMMANDER IN JORDAN YESTERDAY URGING HIS TRCOPS

TC FIGHT THE HOLY WAR, AND NASSER'S SPEECH LAST NIGHT AS
(CCYPLETINZ ISRAEL'S MILITARY AND DIPLOMATIC ENCIRCLEMENT.

HZ CHA2ACTERIZED THE PROELEM AS NOT ONLY ONE OF. ISRAEL'S

/
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EXISTENCE RUT OF THE EXISTENCE OF THE MIDDLE EAST IN ITS CURRENT

¥2EM. FKEZ DESCRIBED THE DEVELOPMENTS TO DATE ON LINES OF THE

DOMINQG THEORY AND SUGGESTED THAT TURKEY AND IRAN WILL SHORTLY

BE UNDER GREAT SOVIET PRESSURE TO SIDE WITH THE ARABS. HOPE-
FULLY NASSER WILL COLLAPSE AND IT MAY BE POSSIBLE TO R:{PQAIC?

‘“TT:'Q ON A NOPh STABLE BASIS.

5. SPEAXING WITH ENTIRE CANDCR, AMIT SAID THAT US EFFORTS
TO RTSTRAIN ISRAEL TO THIS LATE STAGE HAD ASSISTED WASSER AT
LEAST Ta SOME EXTEMT IN FOROING HIS ENCIRCLEMENT AND

WOULD %2XE ISRAEL'S TASK MUCH MORE DIFFICULT NOW THAN IF
HOSTLLITI S HAD OCCURRED EARLIER. AS TO WHAT ISRAEL SEEKS
FROM THE US AT THIS JUNCTURE, HE CONCLUDED THAT ISRAEL DOES
NOT RPT NOT YWANT SOLDIERS YET REQUESTS THAT IT BE PROVIDED
THE WEANS FOR THE CONFLICT, THAT IS MONEY AND WEAPONS, THAT
THE US 1SOLATE THE SOVIETS FROM THE AREA, AND THAT ISRAEL
HAVE CURRENT POLITICAL BACKING.

6. SOME OF THESE LATTEZR "7 YMENTS ANIT SAID HE APPRECIATED : s
WERE IN THE POLLTIQAL FIELD AND ABOVE HIS AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY.

HOWEVER , HE STRESSED THAT HIS VIEYWS REFLECTED THE UNANINMOUS

OPINLON OF THE (#IFORMED ISRAEL DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENT.

GrP-2. BAI2CUR
e
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SOUGHT.
THE SHAH EMPHASIZED SEVERAL TIMES THAT THE LONG RANGE PROBLEM WAS
HOW TO STOP NASSER IN FUTURE. SOME OTHER ISSUE THAN ISRAEL MUST BE
FOUND. ALTHOUGH HE CONTINUED TO CONSIDER NASSER A DANGEROUS AND
AGGRESSIVE DICTATOR, INTERESTED ONLY IN HIS AGGRANDIZEMENT, THE -
SHAH COULD NOT OPPOSE A MOSLEM CAUSE. HE WOULD, THEREFORE, HAVE
TO GIVE "LIP SERVICE"™ SUPPORT, SPECIFICALLY REFERRING TO EARLIER
UN RESOLUTIONS. THE SHAH SUGGESTED WE SHOULD GIVE THE IMPRESSION WE
WANTED T6 STOP THE FIGHTING, BUT IMPLIED THAT HE HCPED NASSER'S
FORCEZS wpULD BE HUMILIATED. HE CONSIDERED OUR LONG RANGE MAJOR ™~
OBJECTIVE WAS "HOW NASSER COULD BE DESTRCYED" .-
ALTHOUGH HE VOQ2KED FORWARD XEENWLY 70 SEEING THE PRESIDENT IN
WASHIMGTON, HE FEELS HE PROBABLY MUST RETURN HOME AS HIS PEOPLE

,WOULD NBT UNDERSTAND HIS TRAVELING IN PARIS AND VISITING THE FAIR . _

AN TANADA. -
HE REHEARSED AGAIN, AS HE HAD DONE WHEN I SaW HIN LAST NOVEMBER,

MS BELEEF THAT IRAN MUST BE MILITARILY STRONG ENGUGH TO DEAL WITH
NASSER AND IRAQ WITHOUT US INTERVENTION. HE AGAIN EXPRESSED REGRET
THAT WE HAD NOT DONE MORE TO STRENGTHEN IRAN MILITARILY, REFERRING
PARTICLULARLY TO OUR EXTENSIVE AID TO TURDEY.

1 OF COURSE WENT OVER THE FAMILIAR GROUND OF TURDEY'S NATOC
HEMBERSH]P, ETC.

PABE # RUFNCR !9869-S E CR E I —

HE SEEMED RELIEVED WHEN I OFFERED TO CALL ON HIM TOMORROW IF
THERE WERE ANY FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS OF IMPORTANCE, AND WHEN I TOLD
HIM THAT I FELT SURE WE WOULD CONTINUE TO CONSULT HIM CLOSELY.

HE REPEATED NECESSITY THAT HE MUST GIVE LIP SERVICE TO MOSLEN
SOLIDARITY, BUT HIS PRIMARY CONCERN WAS HOW NASSER'S INFLUENCE .
COYLD BE REDUCED AND EVENTUALLY DESTROYED. OTHERWISE, THERE )
COvLD BE NO FEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. HE INDICATED THAT CURRENTLY.
DIL SHIPMENTS WOULD CONTINUE WITHOUT INTERRUPTION AS NORMAL i
COMMERCIAL TRANSACTIONS, AND THAT HE WOULD IN OTHER WAYS. ATTEMPT
TO CALM SITUATION. -

PLEASE INSTRUCT IF ANY REASON FOR ME TO SEE SHAH AGAIN TOMORROW
MWRING. '
BONLEM

BT

NNNN
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Maonday, June 5, 1967
—SECRET— 1:20 p. m.

MR. PRESIDENT:

The point 1 wished to make this morning -- and passed to
Sect. Rusk -- is this: if we are pressed by larael for spare
parts, etc., we should go hard to the Russians on their
equivalent supply to the Arabs.

The reason is not merely to give us a bit of flexibility, but alsc
to open up one of the truly critical issues of a Middle East
settlement; namely, a long-run U, S, -Saoviet agreement on arms
sales to the region,

Like everything else, of course, the viability of this approach

depends on the situation on the ground in the hours and days
ahead.

W.W. R,



Monday, Jun. s, 1967
11:10 a.m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewif” Gen. Amit (senior intslligence
officer recently here) T “efs Harry
McPherson and Amb, Barbour,

His key defense of Israel's air attack is
consistent with Eshkol‘s:

-~ artillery fire on three Israeli
villages;

-= U. AR, alr incursions,

Then they "punched all the buttons, "
At least that's his story.

—SECRET attachment W. W. R,

(Tel Aviv 3937)
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2. ANMIT SAID THAT EARLY THIS MORNING THE EGYPTIANS SHELLED
THREE SZITTLEMENTS NEAR THE GAZA STRIP--KISSUFIN, NAHAL 0Z
AND DZUR MAON. AT THE SAME TIME HOSTILE EGYPTIAN AIRPLANES
;EggTRATVD ISRAEL. EGYPTIANIVROOPS HAD.NOT RPT NOTNSROSSED
RONTIZR.

3. AMIT ADDED THAT AFTER HAVING EXERCISED MAXIMUM RESTRAINT,
VHICH IN HIS VIEW MAY HAVE ITSELF ENCOURAGED NASSER IN HIS
F?CCRESSION FROM THE MERE SHOW OF FORCE TO WHAT ISRAELIS

ARE NOW CONVINCED IS A MASTER PLAN TO DISMEMBER ISRAEL, '
THE DECISION WAS TAKEN YESTERDAY THAT IN CASE OF ANY EGYPTIAN
ASGRESSION ISRAEL WOULD QUOTE PUNCH ALL THE BUTTONS UNQUOTE.
THI3 HE DESCRIBED AS ESSENTIAL .FOR SELF-DEFENSE.

4. ANMIT ALSO CITED EGYPTIAN DEFENSE AGREEMENT WITH IRAQ, THE
PCSSIBILITY OF LEBANESE PARLEY WITH NASSER, INDICATIONS THAT
FAISAL WAS GOING TO CAIRC AND ORDER OF THE DAY FROM THE
EGYFTIAN COMMANDER IN JORDAN YESTERDAY URGING HIS TROOPS

IC FIGHT THEL HOLY WAR, AND NASSER'S SPEECH LAST NIGHT AS
CCMPLETING ISRAEL'S MILITARY AND DIPLOMATIC ENCIRCLEMENT.

FE CHARACTERIZED THE PROBLEM AS NOT ONLY ONE OF ISRAEL'S

PAGE4 RUQUVL 3937

ZXISTENCE BUT OF THE EXIQTENCE OF THE MIDDLE EAST IN ITS CURRLN&
FCRM. HE DESCRIBED THE DEVELOPMENTS TO DATE ON LINES OF THE
DCHINO THECRY AND SUGGESTED THAT TURKEY AND IRAN WILL SHORTLY
Ci UNDER GREAT SOVIET PRESSURE TO SIDE WITH THE ARABS. HOPE-
Fi;LLY NASSER WILL COLLAPSE AND IT MAY BE POSSIBLE TO REARRANGE
MATTERS ON A MORE STABLE BASIS.

5. SPEAKING WITH ENTIRE CANDCR, AMIT SAID THAT US EFFORTS
TO RESTRAIN ISRAEL TO THIS LATE STAGE HAD ASSISTED NASSER AT
LEAST TO SOME EXTENT IN FOROING HIS EZNCIRCLEMENT AND

WOULD MAXE ISRAEL'S TASK MUCH MORE DIFFICULT NOW THaAN IF
HOSTILITIES HAD OCCURRED EARLIER. AS TO WHAT ISRAEL SEEXS
FROW THE US AT THIS JUNCTURE, HE CONCLUDED THAT ISRAEL DOES
NCT RPT NOT WANT SOLDIERS YET REQUESTS THAT IT BE PROVIDED
THZ MEANS FOR THE CONFLICT, THAT IS IMONEY AND WEAPONS, THAT
THZ UF ISCLATE THE SOVIETS FROM THE AREA, AND THAT ISRAEL
FAVEZ CURRENT POLITICAL BACKING.

6. SOME OF THESE LATTER COMMENTS AMIT SAID HE APPRECIATED
YI2E IN THE POLITICAL FIELD AND ABOVE HIS AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY.
HCWEVER , HE STRESSED THAT HIS VIEYS REFLECTED THE UNANINCUS
CFINION OF THE UNIFORMED ISRAEL DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENT.

GP~2, DBSARECUR
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Monda  June 5, 1967
10:40 a.m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith a message from Eshkol.
He builds his case mainly on the
general environment, but refers to
bombardment of three Israel towns
as the trigger.

W. W.R,

HECRET attachment

(Tel Aviv 3935)

S
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1. FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM PRIME MINISTER TO THE PRESIDENT
145 JvsT BEEN HANDED ME FOR DELIVERY:

QUOTZ DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: AFTER WEEXS IN WHICH OUR

PERIL RAS GROYN DAY BY DAY, WE ARE NOW ENGAGED IN

IEPELL (N6 THE AGGRESSION WHICH NASSER HAS BEEN BUILDING UP
AGAINST US. ISRAEL'S EXISTENCE AND INTEGRITY HAVE BEEN
INDANGERED. THE PROVOCATIVE TROOP CONCENTRATIONS IN SINaI,

NOW AMOUNTING TO FIVE INFANTRY AND TWO AMOURED DIVISIONS: THE
PLACING OF MORE THAN 902 TANKS AGAINST OUR SOUTHERN FRONTIZR;
THE MASSING OF 420 TANKS OPPOSITE ELATH WITH THE OBJECT OF
SUNDERING THE SOUTHERN NEGEV FROM ISRAEL; THE ILLEGAL BLOCKADE
IN THE STRAITS OF TIRAN; THE INSOLENT DEFIANCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL
AND MARITIME COMMUNITY; THE POLICY OF STRANGLIGH ENCIRCLEMENT

PAGE TwO RUQMVL 3935 S—E€RE-IT__

OF WHICH THE FIRST STAGE WAS THE INTIVIDATION OF JORDAN .
AND THE MOST RECENT =-- THE PLACING THERE OF IRAQI TROOPS AND
ZGYPTIAN COMMANDO REGIMENTS, THE IMMINENT INTRODUCTION OF
MIG 21 AIRCRAFT UNDER IRAQI COMMAND IN MAFRAQ; NASSER'S
ANNOUNCEMENT OF QUOTE TOTAL WAR AGAINST ISRAEL UNQUOTE

AND OF HIS BASIC AIM TO ANNIHILATE ISRAEL; THE ORDER OF THE DAY
BY THE EGYPTIAN COMMANDER GENERAL MURTAGI CALLING ON HIS
TROOPS IN SINAI TO WAGE A WAR OF DESTRUCTION AGAINST ISRAEL;
THE ACTS OF SABOTAGE AND TERRORISM FROM SYRIA AND GAZA;: THE.
RECENT ATIR ENCROACHMENTS CULMINATING IN THIS MORNING'S
ENGABGEMENTS AND THE BCMBARD¥INT BY EGYPT OF KISUFIM,

NAHAL OZ AND TSUR MAON IN ISRAEL TERRITORY -- ALL OF THIS
AMOUNTS TO AN EXTRAORDINARY CATALOGUE OF AGGRESSION,

ABHORRED AND CONDEMNED BY WORLD OPINION AND IN YOUR GREAT
COUNTRY AND AMONGST ALL PEACE LOVING NATIONS. ,

e e . - - o= e N e
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AS YOu XNOW, MR. PRESIDE' , NOTHING EFFECTIVE HAD Bi‘

DONE "OR A"”V”PTVD BY THE uN AGAINST A RUTHLESS DESIGN TO
DESTROY THE STATE OF ISRAZL WHICH EMBODIES THE MEMOR IES,
SACRIFICES AND HCPES OF AN ANCIENT PEOPLE, WHICH IN THIS
GENERATION LOST 6 MISSIONS OF ITS PEOPLE BRUTALLY MURDERED

PACE THREE RUQMVL 3935 SEC R E T
IN A TRAGEDY WITHOUT PARALELL IN HISTROY.

MR. PRESIDENT, I AM GRATEFUL FOR THE FRIENDSHIP

EXPRESSED IN YOUR LETTERS; FOR YOUR AFPPRECIATICN OF OUR
STEADFASTNZSS AND CALM; FOR YOUR POLICY OF PROTECTING THE
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF ISRAEL AND OTHER NATIONS3; FOR YOUR
UNDERTAKING TO PROVIDE EFFECTIVE AMERICAN SUPPORT TO PRESERVE
THE PEACE AND FREEDOM OF ISRAEL AND THE MIDDLE EAST; AND FOR
YOUR UNDERTAKING TO PURSUE VIGOROUS MEASURS TO KEEP THE
STRAITS OF TIRAN AND THE GULF OF AQABA OPEN AS AN
INTERNATIONAL WATERWAY TO SHIPS OF ALL NATIONS.

THESZ ARE IMPRESSIVE COMMITMENTS. YOUR LETTER MENTIONS

THE OBSTACLES WHICH HAVE SO FAR MADE ACTION DIFFICULT. WE RELY
ON THE COURAGE AND DETERMINATION OF OUR SOLDIERS AND CITIZENS.
INDEED MaXIMulM SELF-RELIANCE IS THE CENTRAL AIM OF OUR NATIONAL
REVIVAL. MY INFORMATION IS THAT OUR DEFENSE IS REAPING SUCCESS.
3uT OUR TRIALS ARE NOT OVER AND WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT OUR

SMALL NATION Cai COUNT ON THE FEALTY AND RESOLUTION OF ITS
IREATEST FRIEND.

VE WEEX NOTHING BUT PEACEFUL LIFE WITHIN OUR TERRITORY, AND
THE EXERCTISE OF OUR LEGITIMATE MARTIME RIGHTS.

’AGE FOUR RUSGHVL 3935 Sff—ﬁ—ﬁ~5—¥

[ HOPE THAT EV‘RY-uING WILL BE DONE BY THE UNITED STATES

T0O PREVENT THE SOVIET UNION FROM EXPLCITING AND ENLARGING
"HE CONFLICT. THE OUR OF DANGER CAN ALSO BE AN HOUR OF
JPPORTUNITY. IT IS POSIBLE TO CREATE CONDITIONS FAVORABLE

‘0 THE PRO¥OTION OF PEACE AND THE STRENGTHENING OF FORCES OF
REEDOM IN THE AREA. '

T THIS CRITICAL MOMENT I SHOULD WELCOME THE CLOSEST
ONSULTATION BETWEEN OUR GOVERNMENTS AT ALL LEVELS.

SRAEL APPEALS, MR. PRESIDENT, TO YOUR FRIENDSHIP, YOUR
IDELITY AND YOUR LEADERSHIP. UNQUOTE

P-1. BARBOUR
T

JNN




Monday, June 5, 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Meeting with Mr. Thomas {News of the World)

You have agreed to meet at 5:30 p. m. today with Mr. Noyes Thomas.
He represents London's NEWS OF THE WORLD, which has the world's
largest mass circulation. We are informed he will wish to discuss the
Middle East situation.

He will be accompanied by Pat Hefernan of REUTERS who submitted

: rec 28t for " : eeting. Pat has been favorable to our policy in
Viet-Nam and to our general policy goals and actions.

at

The meeting is to be off-the-record.

W. W. Rostow
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—CONEIDENTIAL — Monday - June 5, 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Textile and Fisheriss Negotiatione with Mexico

“uring the paat fow days we have had succesaful negotiations with the
Mexicans on two important iasues: cotton textiles and Gulf shrimp
fisharles.

Bilateral Cotton Textile Agreement. After months of hard bar~
gaining, we finally came to an underatanding on a celling for Maxican
cotton imports starting May 1, 1967. The aggregate limit for the firat
yeayr of the four-ysar agreement is 75 million yards. This amount will
increase by 5% in each of the succeeding three years., The agreed
ceiling is well below the import lsvel for the year ending April 1967
(157 milllon 8q. yds.). Buat Mexico's shipments are falling and so far
this year they have been runaning at about 8 millionr sq. yds. per menth.

The Mexicans would have preforred no limitation, but they recog-
nize that the 75 million ceiling is genercous. The agreement is likely
to be criticized by both the American and Mexican textile industries but
it has elernents more favozrable to each than they oxpected to emarge
from the protracted negotiations. From the standpoint of the U,.S.
industry, the most lmportant fact is that imports from Mexico will be
under control.

Gulf Shrimp Plsheries. Last year the Mexicans extended thelr ex-
clusive fishing jurisdiction from 9 to 12 miles. Qur Guif {iskermen wore
most concarncd. :

We tried unsuccessfully to get the Mexicans to make an exception
in their leg:siation covering fishing by foreigners who have traditionally
" thed in given areas. The Mexican law did provide, however, that under
certain conditions foreign flshermen may contiaue their traditional fishe
ing activities within tha 9-12 mile zone for a {ive~-year period starting
in 1968.

The recent exploratory talks with the Mexicans centered on gaining
this authority for our fishermen. The Mexican negotiators were receptive

but did not have authority to sign an agreemaent. Negotiations toward this
end are expected to start next month,

W. ®. Rostow

CONFIDERTIAD—


https://traditioca.Uy
https://Mc.udca.ne

~ June 5, 1967

Following is Prime Minister Wilson's reply to May 30
message from General Gowon of Nigeria:

Thank you for your message. I deeply
sympathize with you in the very difficult situation you
now face in Nigeria. I can only hope that even at this
late stage it will be possible to solve these problems

peacefully.



S~ "y, June 4, 1967
1:20 p.m.

Mr. President:

More on bombing plus a Russian
getting active in Vientiane as he sees
us hunker down for the 1-—g pull.

W. W. Rostow

[ 3 L‘)C‘/)

WWRostow:rin
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SUBYECT: EFFZCT OF US SOKBING CN FRENCH DELEGATIGN HANOL
NODLS

QUAL RECEIVED FOLLOWING TELEGRAM DATZD AY 29 FROM HANoOL:

BEGCIN TRANSLATION: GTE: I CALLED O DIRECTCR OF PROTOCOL MAY 26
IN ORDER TO KNOW THE REACTIONS AND PLAIS OF THE WMINISTRY OF
FOREIGN :FFAIRS AFTER THE BOMBINGS OF HANOI. PaXT CF THIS CONVER-
SATION ‘.roox PLACr_ I% AN UNDERGROUND SHELTER SINCE AN ALERT WAS

. SOUNDED AT THAT NMOMENT.

MR. TRONG-NHU SAID -HE WAS CONVIHCED THLT THE AHERSCAN AIR
FOREE WOULD RETURN SCOUNER OR LATER TC BOMB THE ELECTRIC POWER
STATION AND TO ATTACK OTHER TARGETS. HE ALSO FORESAW THE POS- .
SIBILITY OF A SYSTZuaTIC &IR OF FENSIVE AGAINST THE CAFITAL TAKING
'FOR TARGEY THE RESIDEINTIAL SECTIONS ONE AFIER ANOTHER.
HOWEVER, THE GOVERNMEINT WILL RENALN WHATEVER HAPPENS IN HAMDOL, THE
EVACUAT10ON PLAN TOVARD THE UPPEZR OR CENTRAL REGIGON, WHICH AT ONE
POINT HAD BEEN RZVEALED TO NR. DE QUIRIELLE, HAS BEEN CA NCELED.
1 NOTIED, ¥CREOVER, THAT NEW SHELTERS ARE BEING BUILT IN THE GARDEN
OF THE mms-m. WHILE REPEATING THAT THE DRVN WILL NEVER YIELD
T0 FORCE AND AT THE END WILL VANQUISH, MR. NHV FRANKLY RECOSMIZED
THE OESTRUCTIVE POWER OF THE US. HE APPEARS TO EXPECT A FPROUSRES-
SIVELY BORE DIFFICULT STRUGGLE WHOSE DURATION NOBODY CAN FORSEE,
AND IN WHICH HANOI WILL UNDOURTEDLY PAY THE PRICE. HE PROMISED ,
10 HELP THE DELEGATION AS ALL-OTHER MISSLONS IN CASE OF A SERIOUS
CRIS[S AND PARTICULARYLY IF A FOOD SHORTAGE SHOULD TAKE PLACE. HE
ASSURED NE THAT A CERTAIN AMCUNT OF ELECTRIC CURRENT WOULD REMAIN
AVAILABLE 1IN CASE GF THE DESTRUCTICN OF THE POWER STATIONS. .
HE 1S LESS ODT"“‘ISLIC AS FAER 4S5 WATEX 1S CONCERNED AND HWE L IMITED
HIMSELF TO ADVISING ME TO.HAVE A WELL DU& WITHIN IHF COGMPOUND
OF THE DELEGATION. |

1 AM TAKING STEPS IN ACCORDAYCS WITH TH1S ADVESE BUT 1T 3S APP RENT
THAT THE MEMBERS OF THIS MISSION, ONCE DEPRIVED OF ELEC‘IR!C[TY?—
COULD NOT LIVE THIS WAY IN A CLIMATL OF 4¢f OEGREES CENTIGRADE.
UMQUO‘TE. THD TPANCLATION , - A

BT .. —SECRET .
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SUBJ: US BOEZING HANOI MAY 27.
NODIS

QUAI RZCEIVZD LLOWI\a MESSAGE DATED MAY 29 FRO# AALCIS
QTEZ-EEGIN TRAUSLAlTOh' '

ALTHOUGH THE CITY PROPER WAS NOT BONBED, HANOI IXPERIENCED CN M2
27 A PARTIGULARLY DIFFICULT DAY. THE FIRST ALERT uC’UD“VD AR OU
g O"CLGCKX AND THE SECOND. AROUND 1@ C'CLOCK. THZ ELECTEIC CURRII
waS THEN CUT FOR- HALF AN HOUR. A THIRD ALERT TOOK PLACE AT t!
r{ ~

<

o>

Lo

!

CLOCK. THE FOURTH ALERT, WHICH TOOK PLACE ARGCUND NOON, WAS SHC

Ao S ri U

0

AGE 2 ”FHCR 19767 T—C—R—FE—F NARIA THREE '

CISY., THE SUBURBS TO THE tORTH AND WEST WERE BOMNBEID. ONZ
ISING IN THESE TWO DIRECTIONS. THE ANIT-AIRCRAF T UN S
DENSE FIRING BUT WITHOUT HITTING & SI”C E PLANE., FIFT
COI“"TDED WVIT
2EASCN THE CUR
': L.VLNI! L.o
VIZTNAMESE

T TO Th:
THEY ATTEZ4ED
HE THESIS THAT
HINGS, TAZ
LRANS- ,
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i S GIVEN AROUND 2:36 P, THE SIXTd AT 4P
cuT I““;LZCTPICIl.. FINALLY WITHOUT ARY APPRRE ST
REET WAS CUT FCR A/THIRD TIMEZ BETUECN 7 AKD
UESE SUCOESSIVE CUTS 18 ELECTRIGITY SHOW THIT.
ZIGIN T CXPERIEWCE DIFFICULTIES IN SUPPLYING
CAPITALE THE ANERICANS ANNGUNCED THAT THE DaY
THREE PCWER STATIONS. THIS FACT APPCARS 10 COW
THZ AMIRICAN AIR FORCE HAS UNDERTAKIHN, ANCHE CTHER
$YSTEEATIC DESTRUCTION OF POVER STATIOHS. LialZ ZED.
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CCURTRY ~ NORTH VIETNAM

Yo 29 APRIL TO 22 MAY :S87

SUGJECT uASUALTIES AND RESULTS uF E_OMB_DAMAGZ_ i .:}ND ..N‘EAR HANOI
ACQ
SOLURCE

3.4 YY)

:. (SUMYARY: DURING THE 19 MAY BOMBLNG DAMAGE TO 20TH THE -
LITZAN AND RUMANIAN EMBASSIES WAS REPCRTED. IT IS RUMORED THAT
£Z% CASUALTIES WERT SUFFERED DURING THE BONBINGS IN HaNOI. IT IS
522G RUMGRED IN HANCI THAT A“&UMBER.QF‘SCHOOLS REESTABLISHED IN T:Z
276 AN ARE4 INCURRED DAMAGES . 'THE BOMB DANAGE 15 REPAIRED BY GROUPS
3F CIVILIANS, EOTH MEN AND WOMEN, WCRKING TGEITHIR.S

2. DURING THE 19 MAY BOMBING ThE PAVEMENT IN FRONT OF THE KORTAM

.

Z1TaSSY (APPROXWATELY WJ874254) on TRFN SHY STREET WAS DAMAGED. A
'~~DELY ACC”PT.’.U RUMOR IN HANOI IS Th T & VIETNAMESE WAS DECAPITATED

;MON THAT. DATE IA A SIDEWALK BOMB -SHELTZR L3CATED I FRONT OF THE KCRZAN ;
"—ér:f:ﬁtﬂséﬁ NO,TOREIGN DISSEM / CONTROLLED DISS32M /. NC DISSEM ABROAD
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£ CRE NO FOREIGN DISSEM / CONTRGLLED DISSEM / NQ .DISSEM ABROAD
* retassiiesticn) (d(::cm. cozirols) . ___
(%777 EMBASSY. THE KCREANS THENSELVES HAVE REPORTED "THE BOMB DAMAGE Te.
. THEZR ECONOMIC MISSION ON CAO BA QUAT STREET.
g '
g 340)1)
R 5. THE RUNANIAN DIPLOMATS HAVE 3135 ZIFGRTED D-%ACI TQ THIIR
> Z.345SY LOCATED ON TRAN PHU STRIET §IAR THE XZATAN I132SSY, RISULIING
s FRCYN THI “=REE 23 ANG ‘ ‘
55 FRC j@...mac BOBINGS OF HANOL. Lql)
a3 L————\ S
34l 4. ‘ v 11
o IS RUMORED THAT 200 CASUALTIES VERE SUFFERED IN THE 19 TQ 22 Ba¥ | ‘
N 32MZINGS. (SOURCE COMMENT: IF THE RUMOR IS TRUE, IT IS CURIOUS THaT
“ THT GOVERMMENT HAS NoT OFFICIA‘LY REPORTED THESE FIGURES.Y -
5. ANCTRIR RUMCR CIRCULATING AMONG VIETNAMESE CIVILIANS IN g
. HAlOI IS THAT A NUMBER OF SCHOOLS WHICH WERE EVACUATID FROM HANCI 4% ‘
o RITZTABLISHED IN THE DONG AN AREA (PROBABLY AT APPROXIMATELY WJETSIZ. %
5 JRUE ALSC BEEW DAFAGED BY THE BOMBING
. S THE ATTACK ON THE GIA LAN RAILROAD WORKSHOFS (T APPROXLMATELY .
. WJS:E277) DURING 25 APRIL TO 2 MAY WAS A FINE EXAMPLS OF PIN-PGINT ;
g BCYZING. THE WORKSHGP AREA WAS LEVELLED WITH NG DAMAGE TO SURROUNDING %
3uILDl vea. OHE,LOCOMOTIVE WAS BLOWN .OUT \OF THE RAILWAY YARD AND .
3~:—£—<—a—¥— NO FOREIGN DISSEM / CONTROLLED DISSEM / NO DISSEM ABROAD - -
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* {classification) (dissem eoxtrals) A .
‘3-'-!(}7)(.‘) DEPOSITED ACROSS THE ROAD. ' i

7. THE.BOMB DAMAGE -IN HANCI IS REZPAIRED BY GIJUPS OF CIVILIANZ:
WORKING TCGETHER. SOMETIMES THESE GROUPS INCLUDE 20T HEN AND WIHET,

AND SOMETIKES THE GROUPS ARE DIVIDED GROUPS OF YCUSE TG MIDDLE-AGE 3
0y iZi DRESSIZ IN A TYPE OF UNIFGRN COMPRISING TOPEE™ AND TAN SHIZTS £ND
N TICUSERS £AVE BEEN OBSERVED WORKING AS UNITS REPAIRING THE BCHE DAMAGE.
- (SOURCE COMMENT: IT IS NOT KNOWN TO WHAT, IF ANY, ORGANIZATION TATY
D EZLONG. THE MANNER OF MOBILIZING SUCH REPAIR PERSONNEL IS NOT XNOuN,
. AGWEVER, IT IS BELIEVED THAT THESE PEOPLZ ARE PAID FOR THEIR WORK SINCE
; IT WOULD BE HIGHLY ATYPICAL FOR THEM TO WORK ON A VOLUNTARY BaSiS.. -
- 34L) g, [T_) pISSEM: STATE (AMBASSADOR BUNKER) USMACV (GENERAL
. WESTMORELAND, J-2) 7TH AIR FORCE (GENERAL MOMYERS CINCPAC (ADMIR:L
N 'SHARP AND POLAD) |
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—CONFIDERTIAE—

Vientlane 7477, June 2, 1967
9 o~

1. Soviet Ambassador Kirnassovsky, who has been rather paseive
until recently, suddenly seems to have opened a local ''peace offensive,
Since he is a well disciplined profesasional, it must ke assumed that he
is Acting under instructions from Moscow.

2. Within the past few days, he has called on Finance Minister Sisoul
Na Champagssak to exprese his views (this Is first call he has even made
on Slsoul): He has spoken at length to the Indian Ambassador and to the
British Ambassador. Last evening, he opened up on me, It is perhaps
not without intereat that he did this in the presence of the Indian Inter-
national Control Commission Chairman.

3. The thrust of his presentation had only indirectly to do with Laos,

It was mostly directed to the question of Vietnam, The essence was that
the Soviets had genuine assurances from Hanoi that latter would respond
positively if we stopped bombing. We passed up a golden opportunity when
we “failed to follow up" Kosygin's discussions with Wilson and Brown in
London, However, now, "Americans' were talking of no new possibilities
with Hanoi, of "escalating and pacifying, ' and waiting until we had a
military advantage before trying any new moves towards negotiation,

4. This, Kirnassovsky insisted, was a mistake, Hanol was still
available and amenable. We had only to "return to Kosygin initiative'
in order to find Hanol responsive, While it might be true that China
had a certain negative influence in Hanoi, this would not affect the
positive disposition of Hanol leaders to begin political neg “iations, We
should "suspend" (this was word he used) bombing and we would soon
see results,

5. I am unable to judge whether Kirnasaovsky is operating in context
broad instructions received by all Soviet representatives or whether he
has some specific instructions for execution here in Vientiane. It may
be that party line has been fixed (perhaps rimed in association with mid-
East crisis) and that Department is receiving similar indications of
Soviet actlvity from all quarters, If so, I would appreciate analysis and
guidance.

6. If, on the other hand, this Soviet activity is localized here in Vientiane,
it would seem worthwhile for me to explore it a bit. OCur conversation last
evening was left on such a note that I could ask Kirnassovsky for an appoint-
ment to get greater detail, I could do this on Department instruction or "'on
my own initiative, ' whichever seems preferable, or, I could merely let it
all pase for the time being and watch for further developments,

7. Please instruct.
—CONFIDENTIAL _ SULLIVAN
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Sunday, June 4, 1967 ~- 1:15 p. m.

Mr, President:

1. Herewith a letter McGeorge Bundy is consldering sending to the
New York Times If you think it wise and helpful.

2. I spoke to Sec. Rusk and he will get Nick Katzenbach aboard, also
Macomber,

3. Sec. Rusk saw Bob Anderson for two hours. Ifi turns out his cable
was an extremely accurate and sensitive summary of his interview.

4, Also attached is my proposal which I am making avatlable to
8ec. Rusk (and Amb. Goldberg) and Sec. McNamara,

1 have marked in yellow the critical elements In the proposal,

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rlin ' DECLASSIFTED

E.O. 12336, Sec. 3.4(b)
_SEGRET" Whit- House Gujptions, Feb. 24, 1983

Brdfi.. NARA, Duue L2273/

R L VP
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Sunday, June 4, 1967 ~- 11:30 a. m,

—SECRET—

Mr, President:

The purpose of this memorandum is to lay out a course of action for
the coming week (or two weeks) which will maximize the chance that we can:
" (1) achieve our objectives in the Middle East without an Arah-Israell war;
and {2) should such an Arab-Isrseli war come about, produce minimum damage
to the U. S, position in the world and to our position in our own country,
including continued support for the war in Viet Nam.

I.  The Situation.

It is now lncreasingly clear that the Israells will wait only about
a week to take on themselves ** : forcing of the blockade at the Gulf of Agaba,
They  * irly envisage for( " g Nasser to fire the first shot; they will re » °
on a limited basis in Sinai but be prepared to fight a war against all the Arab
forces arrayed against them without external assistance in manpower or other
direct application of foreign military force,

The plan for an international regatta to force, say, an oil ship
through the Straits is unlikely to get operational support except for four
countries: the U,S., the U,K,, Australia, and Netherlands,

The moderate Arabs -- and, in fact, virtually all Arabs who fear
the rise of Nasser as a result of this crisis -~ would prefer to have him
cut down by the Israelis rather than by external forces.

Beyond these factors the situation in the Middle East is that the
radical nationalism represented by Nasser, while pawerful at the moment
in the wake of his breakthrough against U Thant, is waning: Arab socialism
and other such doctrines have not proved successful; the moderates of the
region (Turkey, Iran, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, I.ebanon) have done better
than Egypt, Syria, and Iraq; Nasser's plans for external expansion have
not gone well; in short, we are dealing with Naaser not on a rising trend
but in somowhat the same as Khrushchev in the Cuba missile crisls;
Nasser is trying to achieve a quick fix against an underlying waning position.

Just beneath the surface is the potentiality for a new phase in the
Middle East of moderation; a focusing on economic development; regional
collaboration; and an acceptance of Israel as part of the Middle East if a
solution to the refugee problem can be found. But all this depends on
Nasser's being cut down to size.

—SECRELT——
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‘ The problem before us is whether this crisis can be surmounted
in wiays which lead on to that historical transition and which avoid; the
destruction of Israel, on the one hand, or the crystallization of a bleoc
unified only by a hostility to Israel, which would require us to maintain
Israel as a kind of Hong Kong enclave in the reglon,

II. The Israell Case for Unilateral Action.

The Israelis believe that their long~run future in the area -~
including the Arab mentality -~ requires that they solve the problem
before them on their own., They wish in the end to be part of the Middle
East. They feel that dealing with this situation on their own is necessary
to achieve not merely self-respect but respect in the region.

They believe taking on the blockade themselves will make it easler
for the United States to support them in other ways, short of troops, They
believe it easier for the U, S, to honor its commitment of 1957 to recognize
the legitimacy of their forcing the blockade than to mobilize on an inter-
national basis an effective U, S, and international commitment to use force
to break the blockade. Their own diplomatic soundings, like ours, make
clear how small the pakty would be prepared to use force to assert the
international interests in the Gulf of Agaba, including Israell interests.

They perceive that the USSR is less likely to intervene with
military force if they take on Nasser than for U.S. and a few friends to
take on Nasser on the Agaba issue; and they judge it would be better for
U. 5. -Arah relations in the long run, but also in terms of Western interests
in Middle Eastern oil.

III. The Moderate Arab View,

Although there is some conflict of judgment, the bulk of the
evidence before us indicates that the moderate Arab view -- as well as
the view among our Ambassadors to the Arab world -- is that it would be
wiser for the Israelis to deal with the present situation than it would be
for us,

IV, The U,S. Interest and Our Task.

-- To apen the Gulf of Agaba to at least oil for Israel ~- which
“hag become the test of who wins this trial of will and nerve ~- without war
if possible.
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~- To do sa in ways which maximize the chance of long~-run
peace in the area, including movement towards acceptance of Israel as
part of the Middle East,

-- In any case, to honor all commitments made in 1957 -~ even,
if, in the end, an Arab-Isracli war comes about; that is, our commitment
to put through a U, S, flagshlp; to assert the right of free passage for
others; and to regard Israeli counteraction to a UAR attempt to close Aqaba
by armed force as involving for Israel legitimate rights of seli-defense
under the UN Charter,

-- To act, in general, in such a way as to unify the political base
in the U, S, around our Middle East policy so that we do not weaken the
political foundations for our further conduct of the war In Viet Nam.

V. A Possible Scenario,

Here are the main elements in a scenario and their sequence --
required to achieve these objectives,

-- First, we must urgently make it clear to Nasser -- which has
not yet been made clear -- that we Intend to honor our 1957 commitments,
His letter to you completely ignores what happened In 1957. He must be
reminded that we undertook our commitments in order to get the Israelis
off his neck; ¢ 1it Is a matter of honor and continuity of the American word
that these commitments be honored. (Irn this context, a statement by
General Eisenhower, and perhaps even a special visit to Cairoe by Cabot
Lodge, -~ who was personally and directly involved in those events -« may
be important, as well 28 our conversations with Mohieddin and your reply
to Nasser's letter.)

In making this point clear, we must also present to him a willingness
to move forward with other critical lesuee In the area where progress is
required, if, indeed, the region is to settle down and move towards peace
and stability, including: the placement of UN observers on both sides of
the horders; Arab refugees; regional economic development; water; and the
damping down of the arms race. There is considerable legitimate argument
as to whether Nasser is now postured as a Hitler, determined at all costs
to exploit temporary Arab unity to crush Israel once and for all, or whether
he is a shrewd operator, working off a weak base, willing to settle for as
much as he can get from this crisis. Ifithe latter is the case, a package
deal of this kind is the best way to smoke him out, If he wants war, the
Israelis and we will be in much better shape if we have laid the deal before
the world.

—SECRET—
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-~ In any case, so far as U, S, public opinion is concerned,
opinion in the Middle East,and opinion in the world, we must quickly produce
a posture in which the hard-core issue of oil through Agaba is diluted by the
evocation of a larger, more attractive, and more basic objective; namely,
to begin to transform the Middle East irom its present dangerous, unstable
situation into one in which there is the possibility, at least, of movement
forwarde toward cooperation, development and acceptance of Israel as part
of the region,

-~ By the time we have transmitted this offer to Nasser, we
would also have been able to take stock of the response to the declaration
of innoce ° passage t!  jugh Aqal - and have some feel for hown 'y
countries are willing to escort vessels going through the Gulf to Eilat. The
stage would then be set for going to Congress and asking for a resolution,
{(About, say, Thursday of the coming week. )

-~ The resolution for which we would ask in this scenario would
have these characteristica: It would recall and state the three 1957 comumit-
ments; it wonld empower us to use force, If necessary, to support the
transit of Agaba by U, S. flagships and those of other nations, except Israel;
it would recognize the government of Israel's expressed desire that it handle
the question of its own flagships with its own force; but it would recognize
that if the transit of such ships was met by armed force, the Israelis had
the right of self-defense. The resoclution would call for all parties to
permit transit of the Gulf on the basis of the situation between 1957 and the
present crisis; and it would appeal for movement forward with respect to
peace in the area, including action on UN observers, refugees, develop-
ment, the regional arms race c.

-- Behind the scene we would be working for an Aqaba formula
in which the oil flow would continue to Eilat; the Israelis would maintain
their claim to put flagships through, but not exercise it; the UAR would
ignore the fishing trawlers that go in and out of the Guli; the International
Court of Justice would take over the legal controversy involved; the forces
in Sinal would demobi'’ze; and, in this interval, we would try to get the
Middle East and the world community to go to work on UN observers;
refugees; development; etc. (With that kind of resolution and an explicit
understanding that we would recognize Israell rights of self-defensa if their
vessels were stopped by armed force, it might be possible to hold the
Israells for another week; that ig, from Sunday, June 1l (roughly thelr present
D-day) to the 18th of June, In that interval we would have to do two things:

—SECRET—
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bring maximum pressure to bear to get a diplomatic settlement, including
imum pressure on Moscow; and organize a forcing of the blockade in
terms of sornething like the following sequence, designed to fulfill the three
U. 8. commitments,

-~ A U,S, vessel goes through with escort, bearing a civilian
non-strategic cargo; although it might contain oil. On present evidence,
that vessel would not be fired on, although if it contained oil it might be
contested.

-~ A non-U, S, flagship {(either Isracli-owned or not) would go
th: gh with a civil cargo, backed by whomever the naval power ¢ 1 out
to be; «

-- Then, finally, an Israell vessel would go through and the issue
we¢ 1 be put juarely to Nasser to whether he would fire upoa it, our having
made it clear that we regard Israell rights of self-defense as legitimate, if
armed force were used to stop it; but the background to such Israelis forcing
action would be a known formula that if oil were permitted to flow to "ilat,
the Israelis were willing to have the whole matter put to the In' rnational
Court of Justice.

VI. There are several gut gquestions unresolved in this proposed
scenario, among them these:

-- Timing and the Izraeli tactical military situation, As we now
know, they would prefer to ~o directly to the testoof the Israell flag, and, in
effect, have us stand down on our other commitments, except, of course, our
commitment to regard thelr tase as legitimate, Another reason they may
wish this te have some element of control over the time which Nasser faces
this showdown, If the objective of the exercise is a situation where we
achleve oil to Eilat without a war, marching down quite openly to the
sequence described above, 13 a superior scenario. It would also relieve
us of a most dangerous problem; namely, of our knowing Israeli plans but
holding them secret as did the British and French at the time of Suez, with
all the consequent ugly debate and controversy which continued down to the
present day, OQur interest, and, in fact, the Israell interest is to do this
job like the sh( ff in High Noon, rather than through tactical surprise and
quiet secret understandings between Tel Aviv and Washington.

-- I we regard the transit of oll as the gut issue here, when
should oil be brought in and under whose flag? On this I have no firm
judgment but suspect the best muspices would be the most natural situation:

—SECRET—
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a foreign flag backed by the escorting party. But there is some virtue in
our taking oil in ~- preferably not Iranlan oil with the U, 8, flag flying,

-~ What, precisely, is the formula for Agaba that Israel would
accept? Is it prepared to accept a situation where oil goes through while
the isszue Is taken to the International Court of Justice; trawlers go through
with Isxaell flag de facto; but, while reserving thdir legal rights to put
Israeli flags through, they do not test that right until the International Court
of Justice rules? My inclination would be to use maximum leverage with
the Israelis to accept such a deal if Nasser accepts it, demobilizes his
forces in Sinal, and accepts the agenda of UN obscrvers; some progress

a refugees; development; arms race talks; etc,

VIL USSR.

In the end, whether the outcome is an Arab-Israeli war or a
successful transit of the crisis depends a good deal on the USSR, I we
move in the way I have indlcated, I am moderately optimistic that they will,
in the clutch, throw considerable welght on Cairo to acdept a pragmatic
deal for the following reasc— 1

-« They would not like to see U,S5. and other naval powers actually
exercised to force the Gulf of Aqaba for non-Israeli ships.

~= I believe they honestly fear an Arab-Israeli war because they
still believe that the Israelis will win it, If they win it after more than
10 years of pourling Soviet arms into the Middle East, the whole Soviet arms
game will be profoundly degraded. It has already been substantially degraded
by the outcome in Indonesia. If their military men calculate, like ours, that,
at considerable cost in blood, the Israelis could now beat the Arabs armed
with Soviet MIG~21s and Soviet tanks, they would do a good deal to avoid that
demonstration. On reflection, I suspect this factor has played a big role in
their anxiety about the Israelis launching an attack.

~~ Finally, they have carefully not committed themselves on the
question of Agaba and left it open for them, in the end, to play a kind of
Tashkont role.

Therefore, i we move down this track and assert through the
Congress our willingness to back our play on all three 1957 commitments,
my hunch is that they will move rather fast to come up with their own kind
of formula to avold the war and try to portray their role as frustrating the
designs of American imperialists and Israeli lackeys. If it 2" ends up with
oll going to Etlat, the forces demobiliz¢ ° UN observers, talk about refugees.

development, etc. . that would be g.nitc akaz with us.
WWRostow:rln.
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Sunday, June 4, 1967

I regret that I must take exception to the letter of my former colleague

James Thomspn, which appeared in Sunday's New York Times.

I brought Mr. Thomson to the NSC staff with the precise purpose of
having available the comments of a qualified student of China whose general
cast of mind toward Asia was not my own. This purpose was fulfilled,
and Mr. Thomson, like other members of the staff, enjoyed full freedom
of expression within the premise that his advice -- like that of all the
rest of us -- was for internal use only. Now he writes that other and better
courses were available in thos years, but he does not say what they were
nor does he discuss what their consequences would have been. Thus, in
effect, Mr. Thomson has used the authority of his former position to make
sweeping assertions which he does not back by a shred of evidence.

Mr. Thomson’ss a man of honor, and I know he would not have taken
so strange a course if he were not driven by a deep concern for the welfare
of his country. What he fears, as his letter says, is that we may be on
a collisemrcourse with Red China. This is a proper concern, and in my
own experience, it is one which wex all senior members of the Kennedy
and Johnson Administrations have kept constantly in mind. ~Mr. Thomson
used to write me memoranda about this concern when we both were in .
Washington. His tendency then -- as tested by e‘vents -- was to over-

estimate the likelihood of such a collison and to underestimate the good

sense of others in the Administration. While his memoranda were always



-2-
intelligent and useful, his estimates of both Chinase and American
behavior were consistently too gloomy. I believe that he is still making
the same error, and I am sorry that his fears have driven him to write

a letter which requires this comment from a friend and former colleague.

McGeorge Bundy






Saturday, June 3, 1967
=JECRET" 2:55 p.m.

Having advocated the mmﬁng of electric

power, I am extremely conacious that my
duty is to lean over backwards not to over-
estimate the effects. Nevertheless, I have
a feeling we have shaken them in Hanol

in a way they bave never been shaken befors.

W.W.R,
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SECRET June 3, 1967 0

Dear Mx. Prime Minister:

I am grateful for your letter of May 30. I appreciste
particularly the steadfastness with which the Government
and people of Israel bave maintained a posture of resolution
and calm in a situation of grave tension, All of us under-
stand how fateful the steps we take may be. I hope we can
continue to move firmly and calmly toward a satisfactory
solution,

Qur position in this crisis rests on two principles which
are vital national interests of the United States. The first
is that we support the territorial integrity and political
independence of all of the countries of the Middle East.

This principle has now been affirmed by four American
Preasidents. The second is our defense of the basic interest
of the entire world comnmunity in the {reedom of the seas.
As a leading maritime nation, we have a vital intersst in
upholding freedom of the seas, and the right of passage
through straits of an international character.

As you know, the United States considers the Gulf of Agaba
to be an international waterway and believes that the entire
international mavritime community has a substantial interest
in assuring that the right of passage through the Strait of
Tiran and Gulf is maintained,

I am sure that Foreign Ministey Eban has veported to you
the written statement which I had prepared and from which
Ambassador Harman made notes during our meeting of
May 26, The full text of that statement is as follows:

“The United States has its own constitutional procsuses
which are basic to {ts action on matters involving war
and peace. The Secretary Ceneral has not yet reported
to the UN Security Council and the Council has not yet
demonstrated what it may or may not be able or willing
to do although the United States will press for prompt
action in the UN.,

T8R -7//
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“f have slready publicly stated thia week our views
on the zafety of Israel and on the Strait of Tiran.
Regarding the Strait, we plan to pursue vigorously
the measures which can be taken by maritime nations
to assure that the Strait and Gulf rernain open to free
and jnnocent passage of the vessals of sll nations.

"I must emphasize the necessity for larzel not to
make itself responsible for the initlation of hostilities.
Israel will not be alone unless it decides to go alone,
We cannot imagine that it will make this decision,

I explained to Mr, Eban that  want to protoct the territorial
intagrity of Israel and other nations in that area of the world
and will provide as effective Amesican support as possible
to preserve the peace and freedom of your nation and of the
area. I stressed too the need to act in concert with other
nations, particularly those with strong maritime interests.
As you will understand and as I explained to Mr, Eban,

it would be unwise as well as most unproductive for me to
act without the full consultation and backing of Congress.
We are now in the process of urgently consulting the leaders
of our Congress and counseling with its membershlp,

We are now engaged in doing everything we can through the
United Nations. We recognize the difficultios of securing
constructive action in the Security Council, but we are con-
vinced that the world organization, which for the past decade
has played a major role in the Middle East, must make a

real effort to discharge ite rasponsibilities for the maintanance
of peace.

Wo are moving shead in our diplomatic efforts, in concert
with the United Kingdom and with your diplomatic representa-
tives, to gsecurs a declaration by the principal maritime
powers asserting the right of passage through the Strait and
Gulf. A copy of this declaration hax been given to your
Ambassador, Such 2 declaration could be an important step
both in relation to the proceodings in the Sscurity Council

and also in the avent those proceadings do not lesd to a
success{ul outcome.
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We ave also exploring on an urgent basis the British
suggestion for the establishment of an international saval
presence in the ares of the Strait of Tivan, As I said to
Mr», Ebas, thare (s doudt that & number of othery maritime
powers would be willing to take ateps of this nature unless
and until United Nations processes have besn exhausted.
We must continue our to maobllise. -
suppors for this aﬁoﬂ.’f WEMM leiyedd ot
¥ move ia {sclation.

— ;—Mw«w&;&né W’ ¢ o~
On the maiter of Ualscn, | - w B

laticnadip should
ww«

{nclude-the exXchangs of

""" AR Y]

{ should ada \-&,‘Efgmu- continaing communication
with Ambas Harman and Ministe? Evron heve in
Washington and value greatly ths exchanges we are abdls
to have through them with the Goveramaent of laruel, as

well as through Ambassador Barbour in Tel Aviv, '9 L lisne oun
Siacevely, W‘f - ,m‘:&b{
hee mﬂvﬂﬂc\_‘w’t
Hie Excellency
Levi Eshkol

. Primae Minister of 1szael

LBJ :State :WWRms
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"1 have already publicly stated this week our views
on the safety of lsrael and on the Strait of Tiran,
Regarding the Strait, we plan to pursus vigorously
the measures which can be taken by maritime nations
to asgurs that the Strait and Gulf remain cpen to {ree
and ianocent passage of the vasesla of all nations.

T must ermnphasize the necessity for Ierael not to

make {tself responsible for the {nitiation of hostilities.

Israel will not be alone unless it decides to go alone.

We cannot imagine that it will make this decision. ©.

niliined do T & ok o pntedd e terrdinial ere[rw‘b} of Jnael andd ﬂzev\

[ told Mr, Eban)gf,could not foresee then, and I cannot now B K t“ oA
foresee, the specific steps which may prove desirable and < A '&@ Az
necessary. I explained that I want to do everythinglcanto ° ail
provide Israel with effective American suppori.] I stressed ot o praslle
too the need to act in concert with othar nations, particularly prererot T peare

thosw&n QR %‘J‘EE&E ;mr&a}‘n. ’Q_ﬁ?‘&“ ,.?!3!9 'Mw (,(M ,(
rstand, {1 cannot-ac a1l withe fall-backing of-Congressy - ?

:‘ig now {n the process of urgently consulting the um::: 0{1' \W mfj“j‘ ;

o8 COPETORREL ity T Rl e Sl kg o g

We are now angaged in doing sverything we can threugh ths
United Nations. We recognize the difficulties of securing
constructive action in the Security Council, but we are con-
vinced that the world organisation, which for the past decads
has played a major role in the Middle East, must maks a

real effort to discharge its responsibilities for the maintenanca
of peace.

Wa are moving ahead in our diplomatic efforts, in concert A
with ths United Kingdom and with your diplomatic representa.
tives, to securs a declaration by the principal maritime
powers asserting the right of passage through the Strait and
Gulf. A copy of this declaration has been given to your .
Ambassador. Such a declaration could be an important step
both {n relation to the proceedings in the Security Council

and also in the event those procsedings do not lead tec a
successful outcomae.

el aw—b\l\\cfv\_

o et o A A S =
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Satarday, June 3, 1967
9:50 a.m,

Mr. President:

I gather you inquired last night about the
Russian ship, TURKESTAN.

Sec. McNamara and Gen. Wheeler are
now convinced that what happened is accurately
described In this message.

McNamara plans to have a full briefing
this morning,on the basis of this message, in
the Pentagon. State will handle the Soviet
end of it.

Forwhat it is worth, I also find this a
persuasive account of what happened.

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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FOR GEN MEYER, FOLLOWING MESSAGE BEING TRANSMITTED GENSER CHANNELS:

TURKESTAN INCIDENT ()

1. TWO FLIGHTS Fe1¢5 STRUCK IN THE AREA OF CAlt PHA, KINGFISH
AND TESTER FLIGHTS., KINGFISH FLIGHT EXPENDED € MARK 2S5 ON Aw
AUTHORIZED LOC AT BB37Z, COORDIWATES 2t DEG @3 MIN N, 197 DEG 21 MIX
E ON ROUTE NG, 18, SHIP WAS SEEN BY KINGFIS~ FLIGHT AND FLIGHT WAS
CAUTIONZD TO AVOID ATTACKING IT. THERE WAS NO STRAFING BY K.WGFISH
FLAGHT . BOMBS WERE SEENSVISUALLY IMPACTING ON ROAD SEGHENT BY ALL
MENBLRSOF THE FLIGHT, =

2. TESTER FLIGHT, AN IRON HAND FLIGHT, WAS THE ONLY OTHER FLIGHT
WHICH EXPENDED ORDNANCE IN THE AREA. IT ATTACKED AN 85MM SITE
FLAK LOCATEC AT 21 DEG 64 MIN N, 107 DEG 21:38 IMIN E AT 08477 WITH
12 Mk 825 AND 4 CBU=243., KA 71 FILM CONFIRMS CBU ORDANCE DETONATING
ON FLAK SITES WITH NO DETONATIONS NEAR SHIP. SHIP WAS APPROXIMATELY
S MILES FROM THE FLAK SITE. TESTER FLIGHT DID NOT ENGAGE IN STRAFING
RUNS,

3. S0TH SYRIKE FLIGHTS AND OTHER FLIGKTS TRANSITING THE AREA
REPORTED INTENSE 37/57/85t0 FLAK. THE CAPTAIN OF THE TURKESTAN
LQEPORTS AT ¢84@ THAT HE HAD BEEN STRUCK BY STRAFING AIRCRAFT. IN.
ALL PROBABILITY, DAMAGE INFLICTED ON SOVIET SHIP AND THE ALLEGED
CASUALITES WERE CAUSED BY DEBRIS FROM THE HEAVY FLAX WHKICH
WAS BEING FIRED AT U, S. AIRCRAFT THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE PERIOD

Q'KS5 "¢85g|

4, TESTER FLIGHT IN ATTACKIHU FLAK SITE MADE IT ® ?aSSES GVER OR
NEAR THE SHIP, THEY WERE NO LOW CR THAN 95,800 FEET WHKEN PASSING
OVER THE SHIP. '

5. THE CAPTAIFMOF THE TURKESTAN ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HIS SHIP WAS
STRAFED, NGT “SOMBED,"™ AND INDICATED HE KHaD B EEN FIRED ON BY HIGH
CALIBRE MACHINE GUNS. THE TWO FLIGHTS, KINGFISH AND TESTER,

AS PREVIOUSLY STATED, MADE NO STRAFING RUNS., THUS, IT APPEARS THAT

YHE CASUALTIES SUFFERZD ON THE TURKESTAN WERE A RESULT OF TKE VERY

INTENSE ANTL~-AIRCRAFT FIRE THAT WAS TAKING PLACE DUR_NG THME GENERAL
TINE FRAME OF 2835-0850.

¢, 1G 77.0 9215382 AND 021640UZ INDICATED CINCPAZF_) .URCES
gg?siNVOLVED. THIS CONSITUTES FINAL REPORT.

|
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THE WHITE HOUSE -

WASHINGTON

SEGRET June 3, 1967

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

I am grateful for your letter of May 30. I appreciate
particularly the steadfastness with which the Government
and people of Israel have maintained a posture of resolution
and calm in a situation of grave tension. All of us under-

“stand how fateful the steps we take may be. I hope we can

continue to move firmly and calmly toward a satisfactory
solution,

Our position in this crisis rests on two principles which

are vital national interests of the United States. The first
is that we support the territorial integrity and political
independence of all of the countries of the Middle East.

This principle has now been affirmed by four American
Presidents., The second is our defense of the basic interest
of the entire world community in the freedom of the seas.
As a leading maritime nation, we have a vital interest in
upholding freedom of the seas, and the right of passage
through straits of an international character. '

As you know, the United States considers the Gulf of Aqaba
to be an international waterway and believes that the entire
international maritime community has a substantial interest
in assuring that the right of passage through the Strait of
Tiran and Gulf is maintained.

I am sure that Foreign Minister Eban has reported to you
the written statement which I had prepared and from which
Ambassador Harman made notes during our meeting of
May 26, The full text of that statement is as follows:

"The United States has its own constitutional processes
which are basic to its action on matters involving war
and peace. The Secretary General has not yet reported
to the UN Security Council and the Council has not yet
demonstrated what it may or may aot be able or willing
to do although the United States will press for prompt
action in the UN,

Y]

DECLASSIFIED '
Authoriey VS8, 2-22:82 (MeT 529 /
. By/QMA NARA, Dax L4 Tr
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SECRET- -2~

"I have already publicly stated this week our views
on the safety of Israel and on the Strait of Tiran.
Regarding the Strait, we plan to pursue vigorously
the measures which can be taken by maritime nations
to assure that the Strait and Gulf remain open to free
and innocent passage of the vessels of all nations.

"I must emphasize the necessity for Israel not to
make itself responsible for the initiation of hostilities.
Israel will not be alone unless it decides to go alone.
We cannot imagine that it will make this decision. "

I explained to Mr, Eban that I want to protect the territorial
integrity of Israel and other nations in that area of the world
and will provide as effective American support as possible
to preserve the peace and freedom of your nation and of the
area. I stressed too the need to act in concert with other
nations, particularly those with strong maritime interests.
As you will understand and as I explained to Mr. Eban,

it would be unwise as well as most unproductive for me to
act without the full consultation and backing of Congress.

We are now in the process of urgently consulting the leaders
of our Congress and counseling with its membership.

We are now engaged in doing everything we can through the
United Nations. We recognize the difficulties of securing
constructive action in the Security Council, but we are con-
vinced that the world organization, which for the past decade
has played a major role in the Middle East, must make a

real effort to discharge its responsibilities for the maintenance
of peace. ‘

We are moving ahead in our diplomatic efforts, in concert

- with the United Kingdom and with your diplomatic representa-
tives, to secure a declaration by the principal maritime '
powers asserting the right of passage through the Strait ard
Gulf. A copy of this declaration has been given to your
Ambassador. Such a declaration could be an important step
both in relation to the proceedings in the Security Council

and also in the event those proceedings do not lead to a
successful outcome. ’
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We are also exploring on an urgent basis the British
suggestion for the establishment of an international naval
presence in the area of the Strait of Tiran. As I said to
Mr., Eban, there is doubt that a number of other maritime
powers would be willing to take steps of this nature unless
and until United Nations processes have been exhausted.
We must continue our efforts to mobilize international
support for this effort. Our leadership is unanimous that
the United States should not move in isolation.

On the matter of liaison and communication, I believe our
relations can be improved. We have completely and fully
exchanged views with General Amit,

We will remain in continuing communication with Ambassador '
Harman and Minister Evron here in Washington and value
greatly the exchanges we are able to have through them with
the Government of Israel, as well as through Ambassador
Barbour in Tel Aviv,

Sincerely,

His Excellency
Levi Eshkol
Prime Minister of Israel

PRESERVATIZH 7



MEMORANDUM =

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 3, 1967

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: - Security Council Meeting

In a three-and-a-half hour meeting, the Security Council heard
further inconclusive debate. Most notable were Fedorenko's cold-war
allegations, ranging from the Bay of Pigs to Vietnam.

Rafael started the session with a defense of the Israeli legal case.
Tarabanov of Bulgaria congratulated the Security council on its'attityde
of calm'', implying a salutary rejection of U, S, efforts to induce action.

" Syria, Morocco, Saudi Arabia and Mali presented pro-Arab
arguments. Fedorenko repeated his allegations about the Cuban missile
crisis, denounced the ''criminal U, S, bombing'' of the S, S, Turkestan,
and said our actions deprive us of the moral right to come to the Security
Council with proposed solutions.

Seydoux of France said there should be no voting on any resolu-
tions while we all seek detente and a unanimously agreed formula.

Goldberg answered Fedorenko on Cuba, the S. S, Turkestan,
America's free press, and America's impartiality in the crisis. Ethiopid
svpported the French proposal.

Fedorenko answered Goldberg again, talking about Cuba, the lost
Mmpclear bomb off Palomares, naval incidents, the Bay of Pigs, the
Dominican Republic, U, S, efforts to drown the Vietnamese people in
blpod, American piratical acts against the S, S, Turkestan, napalm, ete¢.
This speech was the most sarcastic and abusive heard against the U, S, in
the current debate.

Goldberg briefly retorted that we would not descend to such a
cold-war tactic, and the meeting adjourned -- on stand-by call-- until
Monday at 3 p.m.

W. W, Rostow




Presidential Message to the OECD on the 20th Anniversaxy
of the Marshall Plan, to be delivered by Governor Harriman

11/

/7

Twenty years ago a great Amerlcan Secretary of State, George Marshall,

started the gawwt peaceful revolution of the Twentioth Century. His proposal
that the United States joln with Europe In the enormous task of rebuilding
that war-ravaged continent marked the beginning of a bold new experiment

in international cooperation. '"Our policy, " he said, '"is directed not
against any country or doctrine but against poverty, hunger, desperation,
and chaos. "

Working together,‘ Europe and America defeated these ancient enemies,
and laid the foundation for an era of prosperity and growth unmatched in
history. Succees was not inevitable. It took energy, lmagination, and
courage on both sides of the Atlantic.

These qualities still abound, both in Europe and America. Our task
now is to mobilize them in the battle against the '‘poverty, hunger, despera-
tion and chaos'' that still afflict most of mankind, Today's challenge is
more stubborn, more complex and fully as urgent as that of 1947,

We must continue to improve the international economic and financlal
arrangements which have served us so well and are so important to our
continued prosperity.

We must maintain the vitality of the institutions we have created for
the maintenance of peace and security throughout the world and the

commitments in which they are rooted.
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We must contlnue tov tktobridy = ¢ " at atill divides F-t
from West..

We must join hands to promote the growth, In peace and freedom, of
the developing countries. It Is here that the challenge is most urgent and
the penalities of failure most painful.

Together we built a new Europe {from the ruins of war. Let us now
resolve to\ - work together for a world at peace, free of poverty, hunger,

and disease.






Friday, June 2, 1967, 5:35 p.m.

Mr. President:

At Tab A, for your approval, is a warm
message to the OECD on the 20th Anniversayy
of the Marshall Plan.

The OECD will sponsor the only official
observance of the anniversary by the Marshall
Plan countries. Governor Harriman, Paul

Hoffman and Bill Foster will represent the U.S.

at the June 5 ceremony. If you approve,
Harriman will deliver the message for you.

Francis M. Bator

OK to send message

No

Speak to me

FMB:LSE:mst
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PROPOSED MESSAGE i

‘\\ ]
\

Twenty years ago a great American Secretary of State, George
Marshall, started the great peaceful revolution of the Twentieth Century.
His proposal that the United States join with Europe in the enormous
task of rebuilding that war-ravaged continent marked the beginning of a
bold new experiment in international cooperation. ''OQOur policy," he said,
'"is directed not against any country or doctrine but against poverty, hunger,
desperation, and chaos."

Working together, Europe and America defeated these ancient enemies,
and laid the foundation for an era of prosperity and growth unmatched
in hiﬁtory. Success was not inevitable. It took energy, imagination,
and courage on both sides of the Atlantic.

Thes®qualities still abound, both in E&rope and America. Our task
now is to mobilize them in the battle against the '"poverty, hunger, despera-
tion and chaos' that still afflict: most of mankind. Today's challenge is
more stubborn, more complex and fully as urgent as that of 1947.

We must continue to improve the international economic and financial
arrangements which have served us so well and are so important to our
continued prosperity.

We must continue to work to bridge the gap that still divides East
from West.

And most important, we must join hands to promote the growth of the
developing countries. It is here that the challenge is most urgent and the

penalties of failure most painful.
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Together we built a new Europe from the ruins of war. Let us
now resolve to work together for a world free of poverty, hunger and

disease.



THE WHITE HousE

WASHINGTON v
/
June 3, 1967

Mr. President:

Herewith Nasser's response,
quite uncompromising.

Willing to receive our Vice-
President or send his, Mohieddin,
Anderson's nominee.

Sec. Rusk and I agree we

should proceed to get Mohieddin

here.
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l« FOLLOWING IS TEXT UAR FOREIGN OFFICE “UNOFFICIAL
TRANSLATION" -OF LFTTER TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON FROM PRESIDENT
GAMAL ARDUL NASSER.NYITH REFFRENCE PENULTIMATE

PARAGRAPH, WaS EXPLICITLY ASSURED BY FOREIGM MINISTER

RIAD THAT IT WAS UP TO PRESIDENT ‘JOHNSON TO DECIDF

WHETHER TO SEND VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY HERE OR INVITE
VICE PRESIDENT MOHIEDDIN TO GO TO WASHINGTON, WITH NO
EXPRESSION OF UARG PREFTAENCE. WHILE WAITING FOR

“TYPING TO RE COMPLETED, ENJOYED LONG PLEASANT CONVERSATION_
FOREIGN MINISTER RIAD ON NON POLITICAL MATTERS. WILL POUCH
"ORIGINAL LETTER IN ARABIC AND FOREIGN OFFICE

TRANSLATIOM. TEXT FOLLOWS: ) .

2. CAIRO, JUNE 2, 1967. DEAR PRISIDEINT,

3 I WELCOYE YOUR INITIATIVE .IN WRITING 70 ME ON THE
JCURRENT SITUATLON IN THE ARAZ HOME_AND. FOR, HOWEVER ‘
DISTANT THE POINT OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN US sraﬂs FROM THE

SCOPE OFOUR OUTLOOK AT THE PRESENT STAGE, I AM CONVINCED

THAT ANY JOINT ENDEAVOR ON OUR PART TO ESTABLISH COMMUNICATION
OF THOUGHT , MIGHT AT LEAST CONTRIBUTE TO DISSIPATE

PART OF THE ARTIFICIAL CLOUDS INTENDED TO DEPICT THE

EXERCISE OF RIGHT AS A SIN AND THE RIGHT OF DEFENSFE

AS AGGRESSION, _

4, 1T WOULD BE yszruL IN THE ASSESSMENT OF CURRENT

EVENTS, TO VIEV THEM IN THEIR CHRONOLOGICAL AND LOGICAL '
ENTIT Y. TO AVOID MISUNDERSTANDING AND MAKE A SOUND, REASONABLE,
AND FAIR EVALUATION OF THE FACTS wE FACZ

5. HENCE, I SHALL TRY TO SfT FORTH A NUHBER OF FACTS
WHICH T WOULD TERM AS PRELIMINARY:

O FY . N

DECLASSIFIED

PRI G Authority 2& =2
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6. FIXST ¢ IT IS ESSINTIAL THAT WE GO BACK TO THE FEW
DAYS WHICH PRECEDED THE MEASURES WHICH THE UNITED ARAR
"REPUBLIC TOOXHJF LATE, AND TO RECALL THE DANGEROUSLY
AGGRESSIVE SITUATION CREATED BY THE ISRAELI AUTHORITIES .
VIS-A-VIS THE SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC, THE HOSTILE THREAYS -
FZOCLAYWED BY A NUMBER OF ISRAEL1 LEADERS, AND THE S
ACCOUMPANYING MASS TROOP CONCENTRATIONS ON THE SYRIAN :

BORDER "IN FREPARATION FOR AN IMMINENT AGGRESSION ON SYRIA.

AT Was ONLY NATURAL THEN, THAT THE UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC

SHOULD ASSUME HER RESPONSIBILITIES AND TAKE ALL MEASURES NECESSARY FOR
DEFENSE AND TO DETER THE PLANNED AGGRESSION AGAINST QUR

COUNTRIES.

7. SECOND : DEFENSE MEASURES TAKEN BY THE UNITED ARAB REPVBLIC
MADE IT IMPERATIVE THAT QUR ARMED FORCES MOVE TO

THEIR ADVANCED POSITIONS ON THE OBRDER TO BE ABLE TO COPE
WITH DEVELOPMENTS AND THROUGH THEIR VERY PRESENCE FOIL
ISRAEL 'S PREMED ITATED INVASION. URGED BY OUR CONCERN

FOR THE UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCY FORCES, WE FOUND IT
IMPERATIVE THAT THEY SHOULD WITHDRAW: SUCH HAS BECOME

OUR FINAL POSITION ON THE MATTER. - .

8. THIRD: FOLLOWING THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE UNEF, IT

WAS ONLY LOGICAL THAT THE UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC ARMED

FORCES SHOULD OCCUPY THETIR POSITIONS, AMONG WHICH WAS THE .
AREA OF SHARM EL SHETXH OVERLOOKING THE STRAITS OF TIRAN. & |
IT NAS EQUALLY LOGICAL THAT WE EXERCISE OUR ESTABLISHED = .
SOV IERETIGN RIGHTS ON HE STRAITS AND ON OUR TERRITORIAL 7
WATERS IN THE GULF. e o B

9. HERE AGAIN, I WISH TO TAKE YOU A FEW YEARS BACK TO
THE TRIPARTITE AGGRESSION ON EGYPT: WE STILL RFCALL
WITH APPRECTATION, THE FAIR POSITION ADGPTED BY YOUR
COUNTRY WITH RTGARD TO THAT AGGRESSION.

10. PRIOR TO THE AGGRESSION, THE UNITED ARAB
REPUBL 1C EXERCTSED ITS ESTABLISHED LEGAL RIGHTS WITH

REGARD TO ISRAELI SHIPFING IN THZ STRAITS AND THE GULF.

THESE RIGHTS ARF INDISPUTABLE. FOLLOWING THE DEPARTURE

OF THE UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCY FORCES AND THEIR REPLACEMENT -
BY OUR ARMED FORCES IN THE AREA, 1T WAS UNTHINKABLE THAT o
ISRAELT SHIPPING OR STRATEGIC MATERIALS DESTINED FOR

ISRAEL. BE ALLOWED FASSAGEZ. OUR POSITION THEREON, INA-


https://THREA�.ts

AIMS AT REMOVING THE LAST VESTIGE OF-THE TRIPARTITE
AGGRESSION, IN CONSONANCE WITH THE WORAL PRINCIPLE WHICH
RULES THAT NO AGGRESSOR BE REWARDED FOR WIS AGRRESSION..

P

11. IN ALL THE MEASURZS WE HAVE ADOPTED IN DEFENSE OF OUR
LAND AVD OUR RIGHTS, WE HAVE UNDERLINED TWO POINTS: S

12. FUUST: THeT WE SHALL DEFEND OURSELVES AGAINST ANY
4GCRESSICN, WITH ALL OUR™ &3&as &t potentialities,

13. SECOND : THAT WE SHALL CONTINUZ TO ALLOW’INNOCENT_Q
PASSAGE OF FOREIGN SHIPPING IN OUR TERRITORIAL WATERS.

14. THIST ARE 7:CU3 RELEVANT TO THE DIRECT POSITION
PROC.AINWID BY THZ UNITZZ ARAD RE PLB’ IC, AND WHICH WE FEEL
AFFORD NO GROUND FOX Si/E TO CREATE A CLIMATE OF CRISIS OR

TO LAUNCH THAT PHSYCHOLOGICAL CaAiPAIGN AGAINST US.

15. WHILE THIS CAMPAIGN TAXES ON NEW DIMENSIONS AND
FORMS WE NCTICE COMPLETE AND REGRETTABLE OVERLOOKING OF
A NUMBER OF OTHER F:CTS WHICH I WISH TO TERM AS BASIC.R

THZSE ARE THE VERY FACTS WHICH CaRXY FULL WEIGHT ON

CURRE’?\JT EVENTS AND WILL CONTINUE TO HAVE THEIR
BEARING ON THE FUTURE UNTIL ALL APFRECCWTSYTHEM FULLY

.AND ASSESS THEIR DIMINSIONS ANu rOCTS,. HERE I SHALL
REFER TO TwWO FACTS: _ L : ‘

16, FIRST : THE PTGH"'Q OF THE ARAB PEOPLE OF PALESTINE.

IN OUR VIEW, THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT FACT THAT SHOULD BE
RECOGNIZED. AN AGARRESSIVE ARMED FORCE WAS ABLE TO OUST THAT
PEOPLE FROM_THEIR COUNTRY AXN REDUCE THEM TO REFUGEES 0N

THE BORDERS 07 THEIR Hu‘:LA\u.

17. TODAY THE FORCES OF AGGRESSION IMPEDE THE ARAR
PEOPLE 'S ESTABLISHED RIGHT OF RETURN AND LIFE IN THFIR HOMELAND,
DESPITE THE uN wESOLUTIONS THE LAST OF WHICH WAS ADOPTED LaST

YEAR .

18. THE SECOND FACT IS RELATED TO ISRAFL'S POSITION TOWARDS
THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENTS: A POSITION REPRESENTED NGT

MERELY BY_THE CONSTANT VIOLATION OF THOS E_AGREEMENTS, BUT -
WNHICH HAS GONE AS FAR AS TO DENY THEIR PRESENCE AND RE'FUSE

TO ADHERE TO THEM. IT HAS EVFN GONE AS FAR AS TO OCCUPY
THE DEMILITARIZED TZONES, OUST THE UN OBSERVERS AND INSULT

THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION AND ITS FLAG.

19« THOSE ARE TWO 3ASIC FACTS WHICH SHOULD BE CONSIDERED
IN THE ASSESSMENT CF T0ODAY'S EVENTS aND DEVELOPMENTS.

NOLTE SEGREL.
BT :
HESERVAF}QN I - . ' ' S ., . . e e e e e
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21, FIRST: VOJ BREZ THAY US PUY THE PAST AS:IDE ARD

" ENDEAVOR 70 ‘RSSCHE THE NYDOLE EAST OR RATHER THE UKHOLE

HUMAN COMMUNTITY THROUGH “HE AVOIDANCE OF HOSTILITUZES.
HERE, ALLOW ME TO REFER TO THE POLICY OF THE UNITED ARAB
REPUBLIC WHICH DOES NOT RESTRICT HERSLEF TO PLACING WORLD
PEACE AS AN OB.ZICTIVE, BUT GOES BEYOND THAT AND

ASSUMES A POSITIVE ROLE ON WHICH I BO NOT WISH 70

© ZLABORATE LEST I SHOULD BORDER ON. THE AREA OF SiLF-

CLORIFICATION, AS FOR ENDEAVORS TO AVOID MILITARY

- OPERATIONS, I HAVZ BUT TO EMPHASIZE WHAT I HAVE ALREADY

DECLARED THAT THE MEASURES WE HAVE ADOPTED WORE IMPOSED

BY THE FORCES OF AGGRESSION AND THEIR CONCEIT AS WiIL AS

BY THEIR BELIEF THAT THEY HAVE REACHED THE STAGE WHERE

THEZY COULD IiPOSE THI:iR AGERESSIVE POLICY. YET, OUR FORCES
Havz NOT ZWITIATED ANY ASGRESSIVE ACT, BUT NO DouBT, WE ’
SHALL RESIST WITH ALL OUR POTENTIALITIES ANY AGGRESSICN
LAUNCHED AGAINST US OR AZAINST ANY ARAB STATE.

co. ©ICCHD: YOUD OBSERVATION THAT THE CONFLICTS OF OUR TINE
CANNOT SE SOLVED SY THE CROSSINGS OF FRONTIERS WITH ARUS
AND WI. KIRI, I SIARI YOUR VIEW. YET, WE WAVE TO SIE ROU

A

Piel o RUZTVCD 8597B/2 SEC- X T

THIS PRINCIPLE IS APFLIED TO EVERY CASE. IF YOU ARE
REFERRING TO THE CROSSING OF THE DEMARCATION LINES BY

SOME INDIVIDUALS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLEON I WOULD

USGE THE ILNUPORCANGE OF CONSIDERING THLS ASPECT IN THE
GINERAL PLRSPECTIVI OF THE QUESTION OF PALESTINSZ. HERA
ALS0, I HMAY ASK MOU vaAR ANY GOVERNMENT IS ABLE 70

CONTROL THE FEELINGS OF NORE THAN ONE MILLION PALESTINIANS

"WHO, FOR TUWENTY YZARS, THE INTERNATIONAL COMHUNYITY == YHOST

RIS-CUSIBILITY HEREIN IS INESCAPABLE =« HAS FAILED TO SECUIE
THEIR RETURN T0 THEIR HOMELAND. THE UN GENERAL
ASSEMBLY, MZZILY CONFIRNS THAT RIGHT, AT ‘EVERY SESSION.

SECRET

POBSERY AT GURY
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7 SEZCTIZ. WO OF TWO rRCM CAIRC (NG3IS)

THE CROSSING OF THE DEMARCATION LINES BY SOME PALESTINIAN
INDIVIDUAL IS, IN POINT OF FACT MERELY A MANIFESTATION

OF ANGER BY WHICH THOSE PEOPLE ARE NATURALLY POSSESSED
AS THEY MEET WITH THE FULL DENIAL OF THEIR RIGHTS BY

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUMIIY, AND BY THZ POWERS UHICH
SISE WITH ISRAEL 5.0 553787 IT HATERIALLY AND HORALLY.

=2, WHATEVER OUR ATTEMPTS 70 DIVIDE THE ASPECTS OF THE
PROBLEM, IT IS IMPERA.CV: IN THE END HAT WE RETURN TO
ITS ORIGIN AND FUNDALINTULS, NAMELY THE RIGHT OF

PAGE 3 =1Z.0CR 23973/ 3z 7
oLk PICOPLE TO DICUTN TO THEIR HOMELAND, AND THE

-v&u~anu_'?? F THZ INTEINATIONAL COMMUNITY IN
S_SURING TAEN THT IUINIISI OF TUIS RIGHT.

24, MY LE.TED NLY SEEM DATHER LONZ IN A WAY: YIo, 17
WAS MY WISH TO Seotatd DOISTLY SOME OF THE BASYC FE4TURES
OF THE SITUATZICI Ui NOW .32 IN THE ARAB REGION.

25, FINALLY, I WISH T0 ¢ SS Z YOU THAT WE WOULD WEL COHE
LISTENING T8 ¥, .;u~dl VEF“WREYP THE UNITED S7aTiZe V:C*
PRES - DULTY, AT GY s 2 NAY #00SE TO VISIT THE L LT

WE SHALL #RCVID 531 . 4 PICTURE OF TiE S,‘uﬁ 48
Ll CONCEIVE i7 ;"aJ HI FUNDAHENTAL EVENTS ACED bY THZ
A 55 NAYIOW T0DLY Al 2T2DY TO SELD VICE PRESTENT
ZAKAREYA MOHIEDDIN, TO UF CINGTCN INMETIATELY YO MEEY
WITH YOu AND EXP0UND OUR VIEUPCINT,.

SO FLILSES LOCZPT LY RICLRSS AND CONSIDERATIONS.
(SGD) {ESHAL ASDIL W CLZIR) DR”SID" 2 OF THE UwITED

...«A./ R, uu...}.‘dv

L= }:i
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THE WHITE Hous \
WASHINGTON \/
June 3, 1967

Mr. President:
This French report of the
impact of our recent Hanoi bombding

is worth pondering.

WWR
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Friday, June 2, 1967
7:55 p.m,

Mr., Presldent:
More on the electric power

bombing in Hanoi -~ this time from
the French.

W, W. Rostow

Paris 19661
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SUSJECT US BOMBING OF DRV ey
A1 RECEIVED FOLLOWING. MESSAGE FROM HA&OI DATED mAY 278 - \

e EEGIN TRANSLATION: HANOI IS STILL PREPARING ITSELF FOR OTHER E
=CMBINGS BUT NOBODY CAN TELL WHEN THEY WILL TAKE PLACE. I NOTICED |
YZSTERDAY THAT NEW SHELTERS WERE DUG IN THE GARDEN OF THE MINISTRY}
{F FOREIGN AFFAIRS. IN DIRECTION OF RAILROAD STATION, MANY _ - |
CTWENT CYLINDERS WERE BEING BUILT AS INDIVIDUAL AIR RAID SHELTERS.X
T4E BOMBINGS CONTINUE ON THE CENTRAL REGIONS OF DRV AND SINCE
SIVERAL DAYS AGO ALSO ON ‘THE HAIPHONG. -

/

!
o
l%
!
PAGE 2 RUFNCR 196611&4?171r1?ﬁk ‘@
“THE NORTH VIETNAMESE PRESS NOTES THEM WITHOUT DESCRIBING THEM, A
AMD IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO KNOW WITH PRECISION THEIR EFFECT. AIR 3
4 ALERTS REMAIN DAILY EVENTS IN HANOI. THERE WAS ONE ON TUESDAY, i
| MAY 23, WHICH WAS A DAY OF TRUCE IN THE SOUTH. A RECCNNAISANCE !
PLANE WAS SHOT DOWN. THERE WERE FOUR. ALERTS THE KEXT DAY, CRE.ON =~ |
THURSDAY THE '25TH, FOUR THE 26TH, AND SIX SINCE THIS MORKING (27TH).! .

£S A RESULT OF THE SECOND BOMBING TODAY THE ELECTRIC CURRENT HAS ™

ZEEN CUT. HAIPHONG WAS BOMBED THE 25TH AND 26TH. THE AMERICAN ‘

- HIGH COMMAND STATES THAT THE POWER STATION HAS BEEN ATTACKED. ot

~THE DRV TALKS IN TERMS OF AN ATTACK ON RESIDENTIAL -QUARTERS. =~

SOTH STATEMENTS ARE UNDOUBTEDLY CORRECT. THE PRESS THIS MORNING b

STATES ON THAT OCCASION THAT THE 120TH ENEMY AIRCRAFT WAS SHOT i

. DOWN OVER HAIPHONG., o s -

i US PLANES ALSO ATTACKED TWO DAYS TN A ROW THE PROVINCE OF WA |

; EAC. I BELIEVE THAT THE TARGET WAS AGAIN THZ ADMINISTRATIVE ;

i 'CEX2¢k OF LIEU BAC GIANG WHERE A LARGE ELECTRIC POWER STATION IS.

1 LOCATED. PERHAPS THE AMERICANS HAVE UNDERTAKEN TO DESTROY = .
SY:TEQ}TICALLY ALL POWER STATIONS. END TRANSLATION. = .. .l..d
BC.LEN B ' '

R T
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"SUBJECT: US BOMBING OF HANOI

: R e *“.,_ﬂ;_,w,\
QUAI RECEIVED FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM HANOI DATED MAY 25: , _i

BZGIN TRANSLATION: MAY. 23 WAS DAY OF TRUCE FOR ‘HANOI EXCEPT FOR A
CVERFLIGHT OF A RECONNAISSANCE PLANE WHICH TRIGGERED OFF BRIEF &

4LERT AROUND ONE O'CLOCK AND WHICH, ACCORDING TO NEWSPAPERS THIS %
MORNING, WAS SHOT' DOWN.A , ‘

A

: , : A
THE ACTIVITY OF CITY APPEARS TO BE NORMAL. SEVERAL CONVOYS OF K
. MILITARY TRUCKS WENT THROUGH CITY. NON-MILITARY ITEMS SUCH AS FOOD‘

§

PAGE 2 RUFNCR 19662-S"E"C R E—F

BEVERAGES, %COD.AND OTHER MATERIALS ARE MOVLD BY OXEN DRAWN CARTS,
BY CYCLO- POUSSES BY BICYCLcS OR ON FOOT.

L
bR e

S PR NN AR PR

IN HANOI'S EMBASSY DISTRICT, THOUSA!DS OF CEMEZNT CYLINDERS AWAIT -
~EEING SUNK INTO GROUND TO BECOME NEW INDIVIDUAL AIR RAID SHELTERS.

ON TRANS-PHU-STREET, WORKERS REPAIRED YESTERDAY MORNING DAMAGES

'CAUSED BY ROCKET. ON MAY 21. THERE ARE STILL NUMEROUS METALLIC

CONTAINERS ALONG BANKS OF RED RIVER WHICH ARE PROBABLY DESTINED

.TO. STORE GASOLINE AND WHICH WILL BE PLACED UNQERGROUND.

AT THE POWER. STATION DAMAGES ARE GREAT AND IT OPERATES ONLY

PAPJIALLY. OF THE 8 CHIMNEYS, ONE HAS BEEN COMPLETELY DESTROYED, |
ANOTHER IS LEANING AT A 30 DEGREE ANGLE, BUT SEVERAL OTHERS TUNCTION
NORMALLY. I WAS TOLD THAT 2 OF THE 6 BOILERS ARE IN OPERATION. _ _ J°

- | ‘4"
N T

o

ey MW§HQN@0?Y
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éLIGHTLY DAMAGED.

:7AE NORTHERN PART OF TOWN BETWEEN‘THE BIG LAKE AND DOUMER BRIDGE

"ABANDONED, HAVE COLLAPSED MERELY FROM BLAST OF THE BOMEING. PART |
.QF THAT AR&A HAS BEEN EVACUATED AND ANOTHER:- AREA IS VACATED EVERY*
:DnY BETWEEN 6 IN THE MORNING AND § IN THE EVENING.

.THE VIETNAMESE, BY THEMSELVES OR IN GROUPS, ARE CAMPING ON THE
-SIDEWALK OR ON LAWNS, NOTABLY AROUND SMALL LAKE. SOME OF THE
"VIETNAMESE STAND AROUND STREET WHERE (FRENCH) DELEGATION. IS i,
'LOCATED. THEY REMAIN THERE-MOTIONLESS, QUIET FOR HOURS AT A TIME f’
“AND SQUATTING NEXT TO THEIR INDIVIDUAL SHELTERS.~

'BOHLEN S O ;“~, S I

-2- PARSS 19662, JUNE 1, 1967 - NODIS MARIS THREE

S L S C e e e e e ey
THE ELECTRIC CURRENT IS NORMAL AT THE DELEGATION ALTHOUGH THERE :
ARZ SOME FLUCTUATIONS IN THE CURRENT. CURRENT IS TIGHTLY RATIONED -
FOR PRIVATE HOMES AND IS CUT ALTOGETHER IN ALTERNATING MANNER IN -
SEVERAL PARTS OF CAPITAL. 1 BELIEVE THAT THESE RESTRICTIONS .ARE ¢

RESULT OF SITUATION AT THE CENTRAL POWER STATION AND AT OTHER
‘GENERATORS. ' .

. k4
, . . 1

253E 3 RUFNCR ISSsz—S‘E—C‘R—E—T i
4T CITY WATER PLAVI, ABOUT 128 METERS FROM POVER srArxom, WAS ;
SUFFERED FROM BOMBINGS. SEVERAL HOUSES, SOME OLD AND PRACTICALLY ¥

-
)
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SUBJE rro'us BOMFING OF HANOI b R Ep—

QUAIL RECEIVED FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM HAKOI DATED MAY 23:

BCGIN TRANSLATION' "AS RESULT OF BOMBINGS AAD ‘AIR ALERTS WHICH

INCREASE IN NUMBERS (FIVE TODAY BETWEEN 3 AND 2:45 HOURS) A CERTAIN

CONFUSION EXISTS .AMONG- SEVERAL DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS, INCLUDING

THOSE FROM COMMUNIST COUNTRIES. THIS CONFUSION IS AGGRAVAlED BY

THE ATTITUDE OF VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES WHO REFUSE TO TREAT
OBJECTIVELY THE AIR WAR. THUS, THE PRESS THIS MORNING, WHILE
ANNOUNCING ARIUMPHANTLY THE. DESTRUCTION OF 7 ENEMY AIRCRAFT,

PAGE 2 RUFNCR 19668 S$—EC€RE~T—~ S :
PUBLISHES NO ACCOUNT OF BOMBINGS NOR DAMAGE CAUSED AND MAXES NO
YENTION OF ATTACK ON POWER STATION. THIS ATTITUDE IS ABSULD SINCE
THE ENTIRE POPULATION DIRECTLY FEELS CONSEQUENCES OF RAIDS.

- ON THE, INTERNATIONAL LEVEL, THIS ATTITUDE CAN ONLY HURT THE

DRV EECAUSE IT GIVES OPPURTUNITY TO US SPOKESMAN TO DESCRIBE AS
4E SEES FIT INTENSIFICATION OF AIR WAR. FINALLY, AFTER DEPARTURE
. OF AFP CORRESPONDENT, ONLY COMMUNIST JOURNALISTS REMAIN IN HANOI,

.WHO CONFINE THEIR REPORTING TO REPRODUCI\G OR EXAGGERATING THE
.OFFICIAL INFORMATION., o _ N

5HE ONLY REACTION FROM VIETNAMESE'AUTHORITIES WHICH PERMITS ONE
0 GAUGE AGGRAVATION OF SITUATION IS TELEPHONE CALL MADE THIS
MORNING TO EMBASSIES AND TO THIS DELEGATICN FROM SERVICE OF
"ASSISTANCE TO DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS'. THIS SERVICE PROMISES IO

—

Gos T Spedis,
:’/‘i A / S 22N
/

]
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HELP DIPLOMATIC MISSICNS IN CASE OF SHORTAGES BY {MAKING AVAILABLE
‘SUPPLIES FROM ITS SPECIAL STCRE. THE SERVICE ALSO ADVISES
DIPLOMATS TO HENCEFORTH ECONOMIZE AS MUCH A4S..POSSIRLE ON ELECTRICITY
AD WATER, TO STORE WATER AND TO .STOP ALL AIR CONDITIONERS. ol
—4S5Z OF FANS IS AUTHORIZED. .THIS DEMARCHE APPEARS TO BEAR OUT 4
FCRECAST OF CERTAIN'OF MY FOREIGN COLLEAGUZ5, ACCCRDING TO WHOM ¥

N

)
>:3E 3 RUFNCR 1966@4&ﬂr171r1r1—— ' ’ R
Iy BOYBINGS WILL LEAD, AUONG OT .ZR THINGS, TO A SEVERE RATIONING i
37 UPTIR AND ELECTRICITY". END TRANSLATION. .
BOHLEN. . __'4‘vv_- B A e | o
BT .~ S C o B R |
. ' 4 [
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Friday, June 2, 1967
7:25 p.m,

Mz, President:

Here is a draift letter to Prime
Minister Eshkol. I have indicated
in brackets the passages which I
would remove and, in ink, whatl
would substitute where substitution
is required.

W. W. Rostow

o/
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. 3 Plpase deliver scoa:st felloving wmessage from Fresident t
' to. Prime Mlnister Erhkol dated L ' o
Y " L ' i
- QUOT,E Déar ‘Mr. Prine Ministexz: : : . - S
I atn grat.eful for your letter of Inay 30. I appreciate ‘
)
‘ pa..Lic.ul ar‘iy the sr.e:-dfu.,l‘nesa wlh which the vaernmant: and ;
PCOP].!. oF Isracl have mainf.am 26 ®. poat.ure of res quL.Lon and t
9 . .
& .
calm in a qlr:uation of ravc, tensi on. 41ll of us understand

how ﬁaLeful the steps we Lalrc nay be. T hope we can continue
- I:o mova firmly and c.alm‘ly toward a satisfactory sclution. ' i

Our po.,ltu.on iu this crisis rests on two p).:.nc:.ples which
'_'az-e v:.tal 'uat:mna-l interests of the United States. The first i
is thé.t-w'e SUppoxE the territoriel integrity and political - :
: L!
independenco of all of the countries of the Mi dalc East. »
' This p»::mciple has now 'been af £imnd by four American
i
P;es:xdcm;s. The_secondv is our defense of the basic interest_l !

_~,-. 4‘ l. h! T.‘;.}loﬂk i rwe avd . '

"f' Lf‘ﬁattle. m3 6/2/ 67 14263 l“'“"""‘ ment by The Secretary I &
TR - . : “ .-‘. T 32241— T e T . " e 1
WMo o Bouse Sl R

. se U - ' D0D - Mr. Vance cmemie e}
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- Classificetinn
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. : .o a .
leadiog Maritime nation, we have/vital interest in upholding freéedom

of the scas, and the right of passage through straits of an inter-
vieticnal character.

&8 yau'khow, the United States considers the Gulf of Agaba to be .
an international waterway and belicves that the entive laternational
I ' . . “saesTannial )

AOERYRAY maritime community has a(iita%}interest in assuring that tha

xright of paﬁsagé.through'the Strait of Tiran and Gulf is maintained,

I’am-sur='thatiFomi,n Minister Eban hgs reported to you.the
SCatemght which,lghad pxepzfed and from ﬁhfch Aéba sadoxr

.prittenfﬁarman made notes. during our meetiug of May 26, The full text

O S,

L

< < that stétgmenC'is'aa ﬁolloksi e 'f%%

IN&ER QUOTEThe United States has its own cons;itucioﬁal
-ptocesses‘which hré baslc to its action on matters involving
war- and peace.:‘fh; Secrctary General has not yét reported to the
UNASécutitnyouncil aad the Council has not yet demonstrated what
it“may'ar.mef not he able or willing to do although the Uhiﬁed-
StateS;wili'préés far prompt action in the UN. |
| I havéialfeady publicly stated this week our views on the .
éafgty o£ Isrqe1vand on the Strait of Tiran. BRegarding the

trait, we plan to pursue wvizorously the measures which can be

open to {ree and innocent pagsage of the vesscels of all nations..

the seas. As a -_]

takan by maritimé nations to assura that the Stxht and Gulf remainl

" Classtfication e |
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e . N 3
U Chiscitication
!‘“_ " I must emphasize the necessity for Israel not to make .i]
. itself responsible for the inltiation of hostilities. Tsrael

‘will not he alone unless it decides to go alone. Wa caunot
/. L ~. .

img,gine i."ha,ﬁ it will make this decis{on., END INWEKQUOTE

L tald Mr. ,Eban:'I-cQL}ld not. foresee theu, q._xid 1 cag;,'no_t now forésee, .

© the specific steps which may prove desirable and necessary. 1
‘explained that I want to"‘do everything 1 can to .provide Israel with
- effactive ﬁmerican suppert, I stressed too the need to act in concert

L e o N : x4 .
with other nations, mrticularly thoge! with 'strong maripime dnterests.

v -And, as you will understand, I cannot act at all without full backing .
. of Congress, I am now in the process of urgently comsulting the leaders
. of our Congress. ' r
. . S : . . . ?
: Yie are now engaged in dolng everything we can through the United (!
v _ . .. . securing, v t
;. BNacloas. - We recognize the difficulties of MuBUUMMK constructive action H
i in the Secuwity Council, but we are convinced that the world
- orzanization, which for the past decade has played a mejor role in ;
 the Middle East, must make a veal effort to discharge its !
responshbilited for the maintenance of peace. ‘
;1 -  We are moving ahead in our diplomatic efforts, in concert with the
1 Unilted Kingdom .and with your diplomatic representatives, to secuve
L‘ a deciaration by N the principal MNEY¥ maritime powers asserting -} L
. ] '. . ' . . . ;
g . - A ' ~SECRET— o —— i S e et
rorm - . . %E—a...r_.;e i
e O3-3724 ’ ‘ 4 Classilicatinn )
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o
of this dccluratton has heen given to your

declaratibn'could.ba an important step both in relation to the ’

. proceasdings in theASecﬁrity-Coonqil and als

A Y

'procagdingé do not lead to a successful out

- VWe are alag-exploring on an urgent basi

for the establishmont of an 1nLﬁn1aLLonal n

'[—?'Vﬁﬁ“' ﬁngthe fighf of'passage through the Strait and Gulf. A copy -]

Arbassador, Such. a

o in the eveal thase
come,
is tle Blitlbh suggestion

aval presence iu the area

of the Strait ‘of Tiran. As I cald to Mr. Eban, there is doubt that

- & number of othev-matitime'powets would be willing to take steps of thie

Q-

ture unless and unLil Unitcd Vatxonq processes have been erhausted.

e must contiﬂun our eonrLs Lo wobilize iu

“ghils ehfort. I wculd not wish the United S

;o Dn ‘the maLLer of hazsoné%?ich is a matter of the uLmosL importance?

2 . .

D$-322A L T Clussification

ternatlonal SHPEO£t foz

tates to move in isolation.

e w-sh to move cautiouslj, even if complete scécrecy could be assured.

(]
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1

' - L should .add that we remain in continuving communication with
Ambassador Harman and Minister Evron here in Washinoton and value

greatly»the exchangés we are able tuo h&ve through th;m wiLh thp

[ ¢ )

Covernmenc of Israul as well as through Ambassador Barbour in Tel

.
e i me AL i Aty 4 vy e
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CEND
| .

.
) ' .
{ - R
I .
: . . - - i . .- . __":‘_::7: J‘.“,,
e o I - . ' S
; - |
! vosm . N ' )
Y oea ‘OS-S‘Z?A" . o - R P NPT SIS



https://i\(JIC.lr

b

Friday, June 2, 1967
7:00 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Because it seemed like a happy occasion to be with you, and
because we like the Krims very much, we accepted for the
dinner in New York on Saturday night.

Marv tells me that you were good enough to put Elspeth and me
on the manifest for the flight,

At the moment, with the Middle East crisis in the state itis --
and with the work that ought to be done over the weekend as a
result of the meeting with Secretaries Rusk and McNamara from
which I have just come, 1 have concluded that it would be wiser
for me to stay in Washington tomorrow afternoon and evening.

If I could be of any direct assistance to you in New York --

for example, in talks which you may have with people there,

or that you want me to have with people there, I will of course
gladly go ahead with the present arrangement. But barring my
being of some direct help to you, I regretfully conclude I should
be in Washington tomorrow afternoon and evening.

wl. w. R.
I could use you iun New York

Stay in Washington

See me
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Friday, June 2, 1967 ~- 5:30 p. m.

Mr. President:

I believe you will wish to read this attempt
to reconstruct the Soviet role in triggering the
present crisis,

W. W, Rostow
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Fr' iy, Jur 2, 1967
1:05 p.m.,

MR, PRESIDENT:
You will be interested in this Indonesian

assessment of H i's position and the
recommendations,

W, W. R,

SEGRET/NODIS attachment
(Djakarta 5855)
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Friday, June 2, 1967

TEXT OF CABLE FROM AMBASSADOR GREEN (Djakarta, 5855)

Pesik met{ |again this morning ~
\wzne 1) to report his and Colonel Ali Murtopo's briefing of Suharto of 3,'{(_19)(!)
previous day concerning recent talks with the North Vietnamese Ambassador

Pham Binh. A full account of the briefing will be reported‘ S \ ]

In their meeting with Suharto, Pesik and Murtopo described in
detail the conversations of May 25 and May 29 with Pham Binh. Murtopo
then presented the evaluation of the North Vietnamese position on the basis
of the Binh talks, primarily as prepared for him by Pesik, as follows:

(A) North Vietnam is nearing a morale and psychological
breakdown.

(B) Mounting feeling of psychological and political isolation
as a result of collaboration with Communist China which is itself isolated,
and North Vietnam!'s fear that Soviets will not provide aid if the Chinese
intervene further.

(C) The most strategic objectives in North Vietnam are destroyed
cr badly damaged.

(D) North Vietnam is terrified of further escalation, especially
invasion of their territory. In such an event, they fear China will be unable
to help in major war effort because of internal strife and vulnerabilities.

Yet, any intervention of the Chinese troops in North Vietnam means further
destruction of their own territory in the context of its becoming a U.S. -
Chinese battleground; and because of the Sino-Soviet struggle, Soviets »
might abandon them. They especially are fearful that U.S. physical presence
in North Vietnam might endanger Hanoi's control over the area due to

lzgging morale.

Murtopo told Suharto that he believed the latest talks with Binh
caowed some softening of the North Vietnamese position but it was too
early to tell whether this is just another Communist negotiating trick. (As
an example, Murtopo said Binh still alleges that the U.S. Government is
responsible for the breakdown of Moscow overtures because the U.S.
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resumed bombings without waiting for Ho Chi Minh to reply to President
Johnson's letter.) Therefore, the U.S. should not be urged to let up on
pressure on North Vietnam until there was some real evidence of North
Vietnamese change of attitude.

Suharto expressed full agreement with Murtopo's evaluations.
He then asked Murtopo/ Pesik to ascertain soonest: (a) the U.S. evaluation
and reaction to these talks with Binh; (b) the U. S, attitude and Indonesia's
role as intermediary; and, (c) the current U.S. attitude, aspirations, and
policy position on Vietnam and on means of ending the conflict.

{_ )told Pesik he is in closest touch with me on these talks,
that the resultsare beingimmediately forwarded to the highest levels of
the U.S. Government, and that naturally official definitive reply to Suharto's
questions would have to be obtained from Washington. | | then
expressed appreciation for the efforts undertaken by Murtopo/ Pesik to shed
some light on the evolving North Vietnamese attitudes. He complimented
) them on the skill and objectivity with which they were pursuing the dialogue
54\\&\\ with Binh, and expressed appreciation for their evaluations of Binh's
* reactions. E::jemphasized that he was expressing only his personal
views but that he knew they were shared by myself. Regarding Indonesia's
role as an intermediary, C: gave as entirely his personal view that
this channel appeared to offer not only an opportunity to gauge North Vietnam's
r2actions to the changing situation but also a possible channel for pursuit
oI negotiations were there to be evidence of good faith on North Vietnam's side.
Zie remarked that our Government had on many occasions indicated its
willingness to enter into talks under such conditions and also had welcomed
the good offices and mediation efforts of any party or.nation which were to
undertake such efforts without prejudice and with a realistic recognition of
the need for fairness and sincerity on both sides. It appeared from
Pesik's account and his evaluations, r:___j added, that Indonesia could play a
useful role. Pesik reiterated that Suharto fully concurred with the Pesik/Murtopo
view that, if the Government of Indonesia were to undertake these private
mediatory efforts, it should not at this time press for any negotiating
concessions from the U,S. Pesik believed that commitments were premature
and that probably the present unofficial channel brokered by themselves
might offer the best means of continuing a dialogue with Hanoi until some o
treakthrough might occur.

It was left that we would check with Washington as to its notion
to all three points which Suharto raised.

Comment: Any Washington reaction which we could pass back
to Suharto/Murtopo/ Pesik would be appreciated. I b<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>