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Tuesday-. June 6, 1967 
4:00 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Nat Davis report on the 
situation. in New York. 

U the Israelis go fast enough, and the 
Soviets get worried enough. a simple cease­
fire might be the best answer. 

This \vould me.an that we could use the 
de facto s ituatlon on the ground to try to 
negotiate ~not a return to armi.stlce lines but 
a definitive peace in the Middle East. 

W. W. Rostow 

CONnDEMTIAL 

WWRostow:rln 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 6, 1967 

Mf2.1>1.:0R.ttNDUM FOR MR. W. W. ROSTOW 

.S.USJECT: The Situation in New York -- Tuesday., June 6, 1:15 p. m. 

Ambassador Goldberg met with friendly Security Council members this 
morning atttl then with Fedorenko. He found Fedorenko wanted a resolutior.. 
~i1Cb called for an immediate cease-fire and withdrawal behind the Armistice 
lil\e -- "but without our language: "without prejudice to respective rights:; 
de.ims or tlle position of anyone," and without our language about refrab.ing 
f.,-om a.cts of force regardless of their mtture (which the Russians interpret 
as an. attempt to und-o ; the blockade of the Straits of Tiran). 

Ped.orenko has now gone back to Mos cow for further instructions and the next 
Goldher1-Fedorenko meeting is scheduled for 3:00 or 3:30. Tabor hopes 
to be in"- position to reconvene the Security Council by 4:30, but there is 
n.o ~s &urance of that. {The Ticker has a story it will not be before 6: 00 p. m. ) 

G;_d.e.cm R•ael, the Israeli Representative., has made clear he takes exception 
--to .S•Me ol our resolution language, and his Government will maintain a 

11 -frigi• attitude" .toward it. What Isra~l watib rs ·· ~-simple c~a.se-£-ir·._. (.Thi~; 
· ·was our original position:\reste:rday -- and obviously in Israel_i interest in 
ll5~ of ~heir gains_;.) 

Fecl.orenk0 saw Seydoux, the French Representative, after talking with 
Goldberg. Foreign Minister Eban of Israel is expected in New York this 
afternoon. 

Tke continuing delay in convening the Security Council is very much in IsraeZ:s 
iMitel"est so ~ong as Israeli forces _continue their spectacular military success. 
We shall u:-:doubtedly be accused of stalling. In point of fact we are not, and the 
i,ussians i..!"e contributing to the delay more than we are. The Russians suffear­
a geauine disadvantage in having slower and more distant communications than 
we do. They have shown signs of trying to adjust their position to the changing 
s,ituation on the ground in the Mid-East., but their adjustments have not caught 
up with the deteriorating position of their allies -- as of the moment at least. 
'The result is that the hours go by. -The .delay serve-s -Israe!; · damages-th.e. 
.S6-vtet··J>0.s.i-fu>ll ~~-~•~iiJ.°.fui:'tk~j:·a:is credits -th.e Uftitei Na~~o~s. · ·- - ------ · · 

cc~ Mr. Saunders 
. • \ • •, 

.COl\Ti'IDE~L'\L DE~ 
Authoriiy. --1J4j, -/&;--/.2f0 ·------~ 
6y~. NAnA; r>.«c .Y!_:</--'11 
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Luncheon with the President 
Tuesday, June 6, 1961, 1:00 p. m. 

I. Middle East (Sects. Rusk and McNamara) 

a. Jordan 

b. 011 

c. Forwaz-d plarmiQg and strategy 

n. Viet Nam (Sects. Rusk and M:cNamara) 

Targets 

Ill. Other. includJ;ag rrsosmel problems . 

w.w.a.. 

DECLASSIFIED 
.0. 12.,56~ Sec. 3.4(b) 

h.'tc . ,. G .delines, Feb. 24, 1983 

v~ · ~ N, , Oat & -3-9; 

i'OP SECRET 



Tuesday, .June 6, 1967 
12:10 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith lnformatlon that the 
North Vletnam.eae government, 
excepting National Defease and Forel1n. 
Affairs, are evacuatlng HanoL 

W. w. Roatow 

[ l 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY / 

IN 82066 / .Intelligence Infonnation Cable 
PAGE 1 OF 2 PAGES 

auSE/INR CIA NMCC/MC: (SECOEF JCS ARMY NIC NSA OCR~ 

~ ONE ~I~•\ 

Th1I mo.ter.1.al contain.a 1nrorm11.t10n airectlllg the N&Uonal De!en.se of the unn1Ml-tl;u.tea wtth!n the mean.Snst of the Esl>tonage L&w1, Tltle a. u.s.c 
..... 7g3 .,.d 7H, U>.• t,anun'"°" or rn•lauon ot wl1lch In ""7 ma,mer '° .., UD&U........., .- .la ~ltecl bT. 1••c·. -

C ~ . - - - -
THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT. NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE. 

CTE --1--, -:--

. [_ _] . 

C 
DIST - 5 

. 
JUNE 1967 

.. . ···••.- .. . • ... . : .. . ""·-· ·-·· 
r'.;.'\\::, CCUNTRY NORTH VIETNAM 

. .MAY 1967 
....... 5 22 · 5 r ~7 

EVACUATION OF NORTH VI~TNAMESE GOVERNMENT 

OFFICES FROM HANOI 

ACQ [_ 
. SOURCE c_ · 

- . . .. 
1. ·-- PORTIONS OF -· THE STAFFS OF CERTAIN NORTH VIETNAMESE· 

GQVERNMENT MINISTRIES HAVE .BEEN EVACUTED FROM HANOI TO THE 

COUNTRYSIDE. AMONS THESE ARE THE MINISTRIES OF FOREIGN TRADE 

ANC EDUCATION ANO THE NORTH ·vrETNANESE POLICE OR SECURITY ELEMENT 

Ri=:SFCNSIBLE FOR FOREIGNERS·. C ~COMHENT: THIS POLICE ELEM'EJt~(4j 

HY OE PART OF _T~E MINISTRY OF PUSLI~ _SE~URITY .) C . 
_=} THE MINISTRIES WHICH 

... HAVE EVACUATED LEAVE .SKELETON CLERICAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE STAFFS 

!N 11A~Or..,'·-HowE\iiri-, ..-o°F"ficiALS OF AUTHORITY ·wITHI°N THESE. -~iINI°StRIEs· 
,....... .. . . . 

c_ SANITIZED 
E.0.129 6 

NLJ ~· C~-2'/7 
. N -1-01 
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PAGE 2 OF ~ ·PAGES 

~.~C - . 
(c?a.,nttcatfOfl J ... (tUuem controb) 

. APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN EVACUATED. 

JF THIS IS THAT THE IMPORT LICENSES HAVE BEEN DELAYED RECENTLY· 

BECAUSE THEY HAD TO BE SENT OUTSIDE OF HANOI FOR APPROVAL.) 
l • 

. 2. C. _=)THE MIIHSTRIES 

:\ 
I.,,, OF NATIONAL DEFENSE AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS REMAIN IN FULL SI~ENGIH : 

., 

) 
___F HANOI .c 

0 .). 57AFF OF THt MINISTRY OF FOREIG~ AFFAIRS. LIVE tN· DORMIFO~IES 

ATTACnED TO THEIR OFFICES AND· THERE IS NO EVIDEN~E OF. A 
I ; 

DECREASE IN THEIR PERSONNEL~) 
,.
• : Ve THE NEW LO CAT IONS dF THE EVACUA.!.ED. . OFFICES- ARE N"O:T. 

Kt-.uW. IT IS POSSIBLE,.. HOWEVER, T·HAT SOME OF THE!4 MAY: BE 

LOCATED APPROXIMATELY:· 80 KILOMETERS WEST OF HANO'!"- I°N AN ARE,f 

- - -JRIGINALLY INTENDED FOR RELOCATING THE DIPLOMAilt C~RPS~ 

C
.:=Jrwo SiTES ORIGINALLY WERE I!HEIJDED FOR Tl-iE RELOCATION 

OF THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS, THE ONE -MENTIONED ABOVE AND ANOTHER 

APPRGXIMATLEY 50 KILO~lETERS NORTH OF HANOI. THE.. LATTER-.Sl.I.E. 
1 

- iiA5 BEEN . DAt1AGED BY Bot1BING.) . -.'3(a)(4J 

A. L :lbmEM: .ST ;.;E (A~is~~~Ao~R· BUNK~~; ·usMACV 

(GENER AL WEST~_ORELAN_D, J-2) .. ..,,. ----\.. 

CI~~fAC (ADMIRAL SHARP AND POLAD)~
: ...·, . 

-

C 
-

------····---· -- · · --· -- ·· - ··- ·· -· ·---------------

https://EVACUA.!.ED


Tuesday, J\l.TSF <-. 1967 
11:SO a. m. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Herewlth An,baasador Hal'riman•s 
second interview with the Shah. 
As yO\'l aee. he feels he must return 
to his country. 

We can leave a formal ·announcement 
of this postponement to be worked out 
by State with the Shah. 

W. W.R. 

SECRET· att11chment (Paris 19914) 



RECEIVED 
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EHXE~22 
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0 06122 02 JUN 67 
FM AMEf BASSY PARIS 
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2924 
STATE GRNC . 
BT 
~EC R ~ T \PAR~S 19914 

FO~--I_~~ ?~ESIDEN!__~ND THE SECRETARY OF STATE FROM HARRI_MAN..r 

(DEPT PASS TEHRAN EYES ONLY FOR AMBASSADOR MEYER) 

REF STATE 208338. 

CALLED Ct-1 SHAH THIS MORNING AND CONVEYED MESSAGE IN REFTEL. 
HE IS REMAINING!~ PARIS TODAY FOR TALK AND LUNCHEON WITH DEGAULLE, ; 
THEN RETURNING TO TEHRAN TOMORROW, WEDNESDAY JUNE 7. HE REGRETS: 
NOT "HAVING OPPORTUNITY FOR TALKS WITH THE PRESIDENT AND HOPES :_ 
TO COME TO WAS~INGTON AT A LATER DATE·. HE AGREED TO INFORl~ OUR 

PAGE 2 RUFNCR 19914 SECRET 
AMBASSADOR MEYER FULLY ON HIS TALKS WITH DEGAULLE AND HIS ANALYSIS 
OF WBERE DEGAULLE IS HEADING IN MIDDLE EAST. 

SHAH EXPRESSED EARNEST DESIRE TO CONTINUE CLOSE EXCHANGE OF 
VIE~S ON D£VELOPEMENTS. HE BELIEVES NASS£R'S CLAIM OF 
I~TERVEYTION BY US AND BRITISH PLANES IS TO HAVE FUTURE BASIS 
THAT ~IS FORCES WERE NOT DEFEATED BY ISRAEL ALONE. 

THE SHAH HOPES THE SOVIETS WILL NOT INTERVENE MILITARILY ON 
PRETEXT TO OFFSET US ACTION. I TOLD HIM THAT OUR CONTACTS WITH 
SOVIET GOVERNMENT LED US TO BELIEVE SOVIETS WOULD NOT INTERVENE 
Ai'lD HAD IND ICATtD THAT ALL SHOULD WORK FO-R CEASE FIRE AND 
RETURN TO JLD POSITIONS. I ALSO ' SAID WE UNDERSTAND ISRAEL 
HAD NO TERRITORAIAL AMBITIONS, ONLY ASSURANCE OF FREE PASSAGE 
TO GULF OF AQABA. 

SHAH UR3ED THAT WE SHOULD NOW CONSIDER LONG RANGE PROBLEM OF .!. 

NASSER ~ WE COULD NOT TOLERATE FLARE-UPS EVERY FEW YEARS. HE SAID 
NASSER •s AGRESSIVE PLANS MUST BE STOPPED. 

SHAH RAISED QUESTION OF HIS INITIATIVE REGARDING VIETNAM WHICH . 
I WILL REPORT IN REPTEL. 

BOHLEN 
DECLASSIFIEDBT 

. ~Lutz_; t-'£3-tf/
Authonty . 

By,~1f., NARA, pate 6-'7-V 
-PRESEAVATfOtJ COP'{ 



Tuesday, June 6, 1967 
11:00 a.m. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Arthur Goldberg called this morning to tell me he. had received 
a telephone call from Jerusalem from Chie! Justice Agramat. 
(They entered the Chicago bar the same year.) The message is 
via. Goldberg to you from Prime Minister Esbkol. The:re are 
two points. 

1. Eshkol uhopea you understand" the action taken by Israel; 
that it resulted from a judgment that their security situation had 
so deteriorated that their national existence was imperiled. 

Z. Eshkol strongly hopes tbat we will take no action that 
would limit Israeli action in achieving freedom of passage thl'ough 
the Gulf of Aqaba. They understand your difficulties in achieving 
this result; and are paepared to handle the matter themselves. 

I shall, of course, make this message available to Secretaries Rusk 
and McNamara. We should be back with a recommendation about 
the &econd point later iu the day. 

w.w. .a. 

ECLA 
7/ 1-9 ti~ -/tJ f 

l 
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Tuesday, June 6, 1967 
10:30 a. m. 

This ls a rather good draft 
message from you to King Feisal. 

W. W. Rostow 

-SECJ.tET 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. .4(b) 

White House Gui elines, Feb. 24, 1983 
Bv-.JJ:- , NARA, Da c &>-3--f"I 



-SEeRET June 6, 1967 

DRAFT MESSAGE Fl\OM PBESIDENT JOHNSON TO KING FAISAL 

Your Majesty: 

In the light of my own high regard for Your Majesty, 
as well as the long-standing close and cordial relations betwee·n our 
two goveJ"nments, I want to assure that you are fully lnlormed regarding 

.· the views and policies of my government at this delicate juncture 
in the history of the Near East. · 

The UJlited. States Government had been·engaged for 
several weeks in stren~ou.s attempts to reduce tensions in the 
Near Eaat when, despite qu.r best e.llorts, hostilities broke out on 
Sane. 5 o~t·: a broad _front. We had been. ln close touch with the 
parties and had receiVftd no indication that such fighting was ·1n 
prospect. It is not clear to liS how it started. 

Jn this situation, the policy of the United Sta.tea must 
be to seek urgently for concerted action through the United Nations 
to bring about an end to the current h.ostllitlea. _We are bending all 
our efforts to this end. Far from seeking to become involved in 
this new conflict, we are doing our best to stop it. In so doing, 
~e wlill strive to steer an even-handed course. Our sole endeavor 
will be to seek the earliest feasible return to. peaceful conditions 
so that the underlying problems of the region can be addressed in 

_, ~elative calm. 

As the situation evolves, J realize that we may not 
always see eye to eye on every issu~. I recognize the imperatives 
of your position. just as I hope yo,i'will recognize those that govern 
our own. We continue to suppor·t the integrity and ind.ependence of 
all states involved tn the current hostilities. · We are opposed to 
eUorts to change frontiers or resolve problems by force a( arms·. · 
But this la not favoritism for any single state in the region, it is 
simple realism. The purpose .of the United States Government 

SJPCRE'f 
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must :remaln the prevention and limitation o! hostillties which 
otherwise might well expand outside the Near East. Such 
baa been o·ul" seW.ed policy under four .Administrations of both 
political parties since the end of World War n . 

.At the same time I want to assure ·your Majesty 
thi\t it will be m.y firm determination that ·events in the prese.nt 
crisis not be permitted to affect the long-standing Interest 
of the United States Government in the closet possible relations 
wit ~the Government of Sawil Arabia. I hope that Your Majesty will 
understand and appreciate the current efforts of the United States 
£or peace within this unchanging context. It would be tragic if 
mlswulerstandlnga between ua, or ill-conceived efforts on the 
part.of others, ·were to wea.ken the end.1aring relatlonahlp between 
our'two countries from which both have de·rlved auch benefit 
for so long. 

As a continuation of OlU' cordial talks ln Washington 
a year ago. I will of course cons.Ider ·most careiully any views 
which you may wish to send me on the current situation. Meanwhile. 
Ambassador Eilts, in whom I have the fullest confidence, has been 
instructed to remal·n in particularly close contact with your . 
government throughout the present t;}ials. If God wills I the 
fighting will soon stop to permit us to address the under.lying problems 
ol peace and development in a more normal atmosphere. 

With.best personal regards, 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

https://prese.nt


June 6. 1967 

The cease-fire vote of the Security Council opens a hopeful 

path away from danger ln the Middle East. It reflects responsible 

concern !or peace on the part of all who voted for it. The United 

St.ates has warmly supported this resolution. We hope the parties 

dlrectly concerned wlll promptly act upon it. ,ve belleve a cease­

fire is the necess.a.ry "first step, tt 1n the words o.f the resolution 

itself -- a flrst step toward what we all must hope will be a new time 

ol settled peace and progress for all the peoples of the Middle East. 

It ls towards this end that we shall now strive 

https://necess.a.ry


GONFIDEN l'!A.L June 6, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Your Appointment with Ambassador Meyer, Tuesday, 
June 6, at -~ s11- ; ~ : t1-e ~ 

Ambassador Armin Meyer is in town laying the groundwork 
for the Shah's visit on June IZth. (So far as we know, .he is still 
coming, despite the war in the Middle East.) You have agreed to 
see Armin to have an advance personal briefing, additional to the 
usual briefing material. 

You may want to sound him out on the following questions: 

(1) the Shah's view of Nasser; 

(2) Iranrs relations with the Soviet Union; 

(3) Iran's relations with Pakistan, particularly regarding. the 
transfer of military equipment; 

(4) evolving views of Israel, and how far the Shah can go in 
supporting Israel; 

(5) problems created fo-r the Shah by the present conflict in 
the Middle East; 

(6) future of US relations with the Shah now that AID is 
finished and military assistance is on a credit sales basis. 

(7) assuming Nasser's set back or overthrow, would the Shah, 
in private understanding with the Israelis, call for the Middle Eastern 
nation~ to take the leadership in settling and organizing their affairs. 
including a refugee settlement; common understanding about borders; 
a regional economic development bank; etc. w. W. Rostow 



Tuesday, 
June 6, 1967 

Mr. President: 

Here is a thoughtful letter 
of support from Governor 
Agnew on the Middle East 
crisis. 

W. W. R. 



1~ 7, 1967 

:Dear Ted; 

I ap,preela;te your thoughtful letter of J'uno 3. 

Althoa&h dlsappoblted by the developn1,ects cf the 
pas-t few days ln tho Middle East. we eh.&11 now 
•trlvo, as I •al.ti Tuetday cven:log, to ac,hieve 
settled peace and progre1e for all the people.a of 
that area. 

The knowledge of yo'P' eupport ln this undertald.ng 
la a great comfort to me. 

1-/3J 

The Hoao:rable 
,Spiro T·. Agnew 
OoverA@ of Maryl-.~d 
Annapallo, Maryland 21404 

LBJ:RMM:WWR:rln 

https://undertald.ng


S£CREI -

Monday, June .s. 1967 -- 9:40 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

I thought y0tt might want to take one 
more look at t.his letter. I changed. the first 
parag.raph so that we did not put flatly into 
the record a judgment that .Israel had kicked 
this of! from a standing start. 

I hope I introduced the other two themes 
as you would wish them. 

W. W. Rostow 

D CLASSIFIED 

Au n YJ L-fl J2-/sf 
. t --t/---'l/ 
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Draft -- June 5, 1967 
~/NODIS 

Dea.r Harold: 

I appreciate your comments on the unfortunate developments 1n 

the Near East. We had £eared that the Israelis might £eel compelle~ to 

strike. but we had had no advance indication from them that they had 

actually taken a decision to do so in the lace 0£ what they judged to be 

further Arab provocations. Vie believed. in fact-, we had at least a 

clean week for diplom.acy. 

Arthur Goldberg has had a difficult tlme 1n the Security Council. 

Like you, we had hoped £or a qulck cease-fire resolutlon. But we ha.ve 

had to deal with a dete.rmined effort to have the Council call for a 

wlthdrawal of forces in terms which would legitimize Nas.ser's action 

at the Strait of Tlran -- a subject on w'hlch we have both taken unequivocal 

positions. 

We have done everything we could to get an even-handed Security 

Council pronouncement. We shall work with your people ln New York 

to encourage helpful UN action. If. the Soviets, and the French, are more 

forthcoming than they have been, both of us will want to build on that. 

development to work toward a satisfactory settlement. 

Meanwhile, I hope we can keep in closest touch as the military 

situation develops and put the best minds available to both oJ us to work 

on the contingencies that may ariae a.nd the constructive posslbilltles 

that may unfold. 
DECLASSIFmo 

u 0 . •ty /JLO / 2 -/S-,,Y 

By ~ , trtA, Dw ~ -s,'-9'/ 
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I think yon know the dee·p sat'lsfactlon I derived £ram our 

discussions. 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 



-8ECRET 

Monday. J'une S, 1967 
9105 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith the ac.count. with a. 
map.. of the first day's turkey shoot. 

W. W. Rostow 

SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 2356, Sec. 3.4(b)

Whi;~ !J~~ Guidelines. Feb. 24, 1.983. 

Bv~{A, Date ~~ 3 - 't/ 



Monday. June 5, 1967 
5:4·5 P• m. 

q 
MR. PRESIDENT: 

Our first thought is that the key to ending the war is how well the 
Israelis do -- or don't do -- on. the ground. Up to a point this is 
correct; but it is not wholly correct because •hat the Israelis a.~e 
a!ter ia not some abstract military victory., but a settlement which, 
if possible. insures that this will not happen again in another 10 years. 
Thereior·e• our behind-the-scenes work with the Rusa.ians and others 
ehould consist not merely in negotiating a. cease-fire; because a cease­
fire will not .answer the fundamental questions l.n the mbtda of the I.sraelis 

. uatil they have acquired so much real estate and destroyed so many 
Egyptian planes and tanks that they are absolutely sure of their bargaining 
position. 

Therefore, we should begin in New York or elsewhere. talking with the 
Russians and, if possible. with the Egyptians and others about the terms 
of a settlement: 

-- Eilat open to oil; 

-- observers on both sides of the line . 

-- a Soviet commitment to work with us to damp down the arms race; 

-- a turn in the road on. refugees; 

-- a. Middle East -development bank that would bring the Iranians 
and Turks into the dlplomac:y 0£ the area; etc. 

So long as the war is roughly rnoving in ls,raeU's favor·. 1 believe we can 
shorten it by getting at the substance of a settlement at the earliest 
possible time. 

W. W.R. 

DE~IFilID 
YJL 9- dd-/5'1/Authori 

j) 

~---, ~ARA.. Date t, ..-</--¢/ 

j 



MEMORANDU1''1 FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Suggested reply to a greeting sent 
to you from the Maharajah of Bhutan 
via Dillon Ripley 

Wbe.n Dillon Ripley was looking at birds 
up against the Tibetan bo:rder. he saw the 
I"<ing, who askecl him to send his beat wishes 
to you, in the attached message-. 

The State Department suggests the 
.following simple reply. which would be sent 
by telegram.,-

Att: -·::File #2157 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Suggested Reply 

Your Highness: 

You were most kind to have thought to send me 

your personal good wishes which Secretary S. Dillon 
. l 

t 

Ripley ·of the Smithsonian Institution has conveyed 

to meo I appreciate very much your thoughtfulness and 

wish you and your people happiness and success. 

Sincerely, 

His Highness 
The Druk Gyalpo of Bhutan 

------- ___ J . . . 



Monday, June 5 1.967 
4:40 p. m. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

He.rewlth an eye-witness AP account. 
confirming the Eshk.ol clalm that th.ere 
was bombardment across the Israeli 
border before their air strike. 

The location fits the 1\amea o! the 
three towns in Eshkol•s.,.-letter. Whatever 
the t~th of the matter, this dispatch 
gives them a better propaganda case. 

W.W. R. 

Attachments (AP 121 - 124) 
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121 

- .• ,. "'T'--- . • 

.::)Mi .. .;_...:,. E : I.WI L~i::SS 

\Hr::-. :s,L~ ..::LI :70RCES CAP)-CRACK IS~EL! TROOP!7 SLlCEJ) INTO TH£ .A, 

SOUL L:: RH G.~ ::A s·{;1IP TODAY, CAPTURING Tl-IE S RA £,Jc TOWN OF KHAN O(?;,
YlL'~l.2 I N A:·1 ATT~~•i?T TO PARi),LYZi ~1ZAVY ARAu C.O»CENT TIO S. 0 . 1 

THE BATTi..:: E~UPTC:D WHE(J ~GY?TIA~~ [,rn::~TAR B1~TTERI:::3 Lt;ID A o·?.r · jW:, . - ~ ~DA ;:W AGE _of_ FTd5 _(W __FOUii ISRAELI l{l2,UTTZ--OR rARt·l--SETTLEL•ia~TS _, Q)- • 
STrrn;~G OUT ALONG THE GAZA B0fWiR ABOUT 50 MILES SOUTH OF TEL .~VIV. \ , ~a.,. "\_ • 

Sdf:LLS BEGAN RAINING INTO 3ARNS AND COWSHEDS AT 4 A.M., KILLING · ~ 1'1~1
LIVESTOCK AND 3U:U\l~~G WHEAT FIELDS, WITHOUT CAUSING rtUr'1A1~ CASUALTIES. t11. .!l 

1
ISJAELI ARTILLERY, QUICKLY DEPLOYiU OPPOSITE THE EGYPTIANS, t~ 

RETURNED THE FIHE A~~D AR1>10R [•10VED WESTWARD TOWP1aD THE MEDITER- ~\: .<.--1 
RANEAN CO(~S7, FOLLOWED BY INFA~HRY. _ b or-

0
THE SW IfT STRIKE APPARENTLY CAUGHT THE EGYPTIAi~.3 ON Tj-i£IR J_ o- .,_y 

FL~NK AND ruRESTALLED A POSSI3LE ENEf·l Y SWEEP AT 3£iRSHEBA IN ,r \J2\C 
THE ISRAELI NEGi::V DESERT ABOUT 25 fiiIL.ES EAST OF THE STRIP• ~ fV°"'/nf . 

JC250f £D JUNE 5 \ y,-11~/ 
t~~;p/~ · 

122 ,,- Cl-'~ ( ~ 
WITH ISRAELI FORCES-~ADD EYEW I Tr~2S5 ( 121) / r 
AN ISRAELI CONr1ANDER IN CHARGE OF THE NAHAL OZ SECTOR REPORTED 1I ._,. ~ 

THE CAPTURE OF KHAN YUNIS, AN EGYPTIAN TOWN SOUTH OF GAZf., TWO ,1 < ~- .:t 
MILES ACROSS THE BORDER. r. .,; · ~·~ 

WITH KHAN YUNIS FALLEN TO THE ISRAELI ATTACK, Airn0R Mrn .. . /},._,,rf \I L ,..£, 
INFANTRY' STOOD READY TO T.'\Ki Ot~ GAZA MW THE P.~LESTINE LIBiRAT~C~~ ~_,...., .. ~. 
ARMY STRUNG JUT TO SHEIKH ALii~UNTAR. 11£ ~C 

S.HEIKH ALINUrHAR L00i"1ED OVER THE WESTERN HOiiIZON, DA~KENE:0 ,7--/--,., .. 1":Y 
oY PLUMES OF Si10lCE AS LIGHT AND HEAVY ISRAELI i·l0RTARS 3LANKiTEJ tJ {V ~ 
EGYPTIAN GUN POSITIONS. ~ ~ 

CAMOUFLAGED TA.'-JKS, PERSONN~L CARRIERS Aim TRUCKS WAITED FOR , 
THE ORDER re ATTACK FR0:1 ORCHARDS AND WOODS. KHAKI-UNIFORH:::J , ~ 
lNFANfRYMEN, LUGGING BAZOOKAS AND MACHINE GUNS, ROSE ·sTIFF-LEGGED A/\ f '~-r of>c0 ) 
FROM A BRIEF REST IN THE DUST AND STAi•jPED OUT CIGARETTE BUTTS }'' trl"' 
TO MOVF WE.3T IN _· DRAWN OUT SINGLE FILE. _· . /;.~n-d' . ,---f::,.. 

JC253P2D JUNE 5 · . LIY" .µii-1 IJV''-

~ +~ . p~· ~ 
i23 1::,~~uAA

~ITH ISRAELI FORCES--ADD EYEWITNESS (122) , ~, -r~ 0 
TRANSPO.--n PLA~~ES WITH SCREMHNG t1YSTERE Ji.T FI.GHTER ESCORTS ~--- o~(Y'-

DRO.NED OUT OF A NE.l\RBY AIRFIELD, APPARENTLY c.::.~:~YING AIRBORl-JE ,~?;;e
TROOPS OR PARATROOPERS INTO ACTION. · vv , 

EGYPTIAN BATTERIES OPPOSITE NAHAL OZ AND KFAR A2A FELL SILE~T -
ONE BY ONE AFTER ABOUT FIVE HOURS, FIRING WHICH IN THE WGRDS C? ~ ... r<" 
THE LOCAL lA1~1\i SZCURITY C.-HEF "WAS MO~E WASTZ THAN EFFECTIVE \1.'.0.R."I {))...I~ -t'°' 

0 W£ KNEW IT WJuLD BE CC~HNG ONE: OF THESE DAYS," HE SAID. . l-- _,.__ (J,/v 
"THE n RST SHELLS -HAD BAR ELy EXPLODED ON THE .VILLAGE OUTSKI~TS ·... ·"'c·'..1~ 
WHEN w'£ RUSHED Lii CrlILD~£N AND NONCOMBATANT.3 TD TJ{E SHELT£RS ~ t 2 .. c -, , 
WHH.E OUR BOYS HA~~:~ZD THE DEFENSE PER L ·1ETER. ... J Jl..r 

JC255P:D JUNE 5 J \ 
,PRESERVAltGN (;Qpy 
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- -----

- · t:;\;)l-:L,JGTON--ADD L3J- -DDLE: E~;sT (97) ,·· 
1-!"' ··-"TIC A •. ..,.•u~ V ",.."'T\JITY EARL!{- STATE-! i1;.,.;~, - - L'.. ,:;......f,.:::, 11.:.IJ or·· '."TI"' ;-. · \.; ._ - · H"'.°"'J-;-.!.f\ ,.,!. AS 

DZ?A~T~2~T OtFICIALS MET WITH A~3ASSADORS FROM ARAB STATES, FRANCE 
A~-;J 3 ;uT1~IN, A:rn THi ISRAELI CHARGE D'AFFAI 1~ES • 

.. IN TH£S~ ~~Zi:TINGS, ~1:CCLOSKEY SAI J, ~• IT HAS BEEN EMPHASIZED THAT 
THE UNIT~D STATES HAS DONE ITS UT~OST WITHIN AND OUTSIDE THE UNITED 
NATIONS TO FORESTALL THE ouraREAK OF HOSTILITIES. . 

"WE DEEPLY REGRET THAT TrlE HOSTILITIES HAVE BROKEN OUT." 
HE ADDZD THAT THE STATE DEPART~E~T DID NOT KNOW WHICH -SIDE 

STARTED THE SHOOTING. 
McCLOSKZY ALSC R~PORTED OUTBREAKS OF ANTI-AHZRICAN VIOLENCE IN 

SOME ARAB STATES • 
.. FRAGMENTARY AND L~CDr-IPLETE.. REPORTS, HE SAID, LISTED AN ATTACK 

ON SOME AME~ICAN AIRMEN IN TRIPOLI, LIBYA, WHERE THE UNITED STATES 
OPERATES THE GIANT WHEELUS AIRBASE; DEMONSTRATIONS AND DAMAGE TO 
U.S. DIPLOMATIC FACILITIES IN TRIPOLI -AND BENGHAZI, LISYA, AND 
BAGHDAD AND BASRA, IRAQ; DA~AGE TO UNITED STATES INFORMATION AGENCY 
FACILITIES IN BENGHAZI, LIBYA, AND DAMASCUS, SYRIA; AND OTHER . 
DEMONSTRATIONS .IN KHARTOUM, SUDAN, SANAA; YEMEN, AND TUNIS, TUNISIA. 

JC258PED JUNE 5 

.. 
. ' , 
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Monday, 1une 5, 1967 -- -4:30 p. m. 

Mr. Presid.ent: 

1. My· brother Gene called with the following message: Irving 
Engel called .from New York. on behalf of himself, Morris Abram, 
Lewis Strauss, and Jacob Blaustein -- leaders of the Jewish community. -­
He requested a n1.eeting with the President either tonight or tomorrow. 

Yes---
No 

Sec me_ 

Z. As. you can see {rom the attached telegram. 25 leaders of 
the Am.erlcan Arab community wi.sh to see you Wednesday or Thursday of 
this week. 

We have solicited a State Department·iecom.mendation on the 
question 0£ the Arabs seeing you. 

Yea 

No--- W. W. Rostow 
See me_ 

WWRostow:rln 



1967 JUN 3 PM 8 35 
WD058 DL PD 

NEW YORK NYE 203? EDT 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

25 LEADERS OF AMERICAN ARAB COMMUNITY REPRESENTING ONE MILLION 

AMERICAN ARABS WISH TO MEET WITH YOU TO DISCUSS MIDEAST CRISIS 

AMERICAN ARABS ARE COMING TO WASHINGTON WEDNESDAY AND 

THURSDAY 7TH AND 8TH JUNE FOR MEETINGS AND ALLIES 

WE WANT MEETING WITH YOU PARTICULARLY BECAUSE OF REPORTS 

THAT ZIONIST JEWISH LEADERS PLAN MEETING YOU WEDNESDAY OR THURSDAY 

'---

DR MT MEHDI SECRETARY GENERAL THE ACTION COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN 

ARAB RELATIONS 441 LEXINGTON AVE NEW YORK NY. 

·PRESERVATK>H COPY 



Monday, J\Ul J1 1967 
11:10 a.m. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Herewith Oen. Amit (eemor iatelllgence 
officer recently here) briefs Harry 
McPherson a.ad .Amb·. Barbour. 

Hie key defense of Israel•• air .attack is 
cOllsietent with .Eahkol•s: 

•- artillery fire on three !ai-aell 
villages; 

-• U-. fA. R. atr lncura.iona. 

Then they ·•tpunched all the button■ •. " 
At least that·•s hie atory. 

w. ,v.a.- .SEC&E~attachment 

(Tel Aviv 3937) 

DECLASSlFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 j 

B .,........,4a..:.,;:c~ f 
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By - N -o1 y:t"l> 
~xo1s 

1.. GENERAL AMIT 2AVE 3RNQB
D TWELVE O'CLOCK FOR MCPHERSON 

ANO KE. KE REHE~SE~ THE HISTORY OF THE LAST THREE WEEKS AS 
f\tJW SE£N B'i ISRAEL IS. HE REGARDED NASSER P.S HAVING LAF~GEL Y 
f>LA'IEO \-\lS BUIU:i- UP BY EAR AND HAVING ACHIEVED l·WI)1ENTUM TO 
AN EXT£NT 1HAT EZ COULD .NOT STOP. AMIT DESCRIBED NASSER'S 
AC-TlOw lN tOUR STEPS. FIRST, A THREE-WAY DEAL BETWEEN THE 
S"'IJllAtJS, i\\E EGYPTIANS AND THE USSR ON BASIS OF WHICH 
NA-SSER w.ov.LD t1AKE A SHOW OF FORCE IN SINAI TO INCREASE H."~S 
P~$T}&E AN.I IN ~ETURN THE SYRIANS WOULD STOP SABOTAGE AND 
l~FILTRATION~ STE:? TWO DEVELOPED WHEN HE ASKED UNEF TO r-~C':VE 
:0A,c(( FROM STRONG- POINTS ON BORDER AND INSTEAD SYG H!SI ST2!) 
UNEF'S P0$ITIO~ VOOLD BE TO REMAIN IN PLACE OR MOVE ENTIRELY. 

PAGE 2 .r~·2r•~V L 3937 ~ E C R E T -
,~ ~,RcuMSTANCES NASSER HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO ASK THEM TO 
W\TftllRAW COLPLETELY. STEP THREE WAS THE CLOSING OF THE 
STRA lTS ON t•: AY 23, WHICH PROBABLY HAD NOT BEEN CQNSIDERED 
lN AOVANCE BUT RESULTED FROM HIS SEEING OPPORTUNITY. STEP -FOUR, 
WHlCtt ::2 DEVELOPMENT OF THE LAST 48 HOURS, INCLUDED THE MOVE­
M~NT OF THE FOURTH ARMORED DIVISION AND THE C~ACK SHASLI BRIGADE 
WH.llH TOGETr£R INCLUDED 400 TANKS TO ENCIRCLE AND CUT OFF 
ET LAT, THUS LINKING UP WITH JORDAN. IN ADD I T I ON, THERE WERE 
HA5T'i w: T:-[~,,2 AWALS FR0t1 THE YEMEN, TWO BRIGP.D E: S HAVING MOVED · 
tMM Tl-\E '·:·E ~,lEN I NTO THE SINAI YESTERDAY WIT H-JUT EVEN PA USING 
\_N EG-YPT :'3 :.:.?ER .. MHT ADDED THAT EVIDENCE L ~EY HAD OF ~:L~JOR 
DE\1£lO(>t1ENTS IN J02 DAN CORROBORATED T P. IS EGY?TIAN PLA~L AN 
Fli'tPTIA-N Gl: iJ~RAL TOOK CHARGE OF THE JC?{DANI Ar0 FORCES, ISRAEL 
IN!Ef CEPT£0 EGYPTiAN OPERATIONS ORDERS TO U )VE TROOPS T.'.) THE 
WE'ST BANK e THE EGYPTIAN ~::: :::RAL ASKED FOR :GYPTIAN FORC: S 
IN JORDA~ CN THE GROUNDS THE IRAQIS WE~E TOO SLOW IN ARRIVING. 
0tD8'S \1 1:RE ALSO ISSUED FOR· EGYPTAIAN C0Mf1ANDOS IN ~-ORDA:\: 
TO CAPT URE ISRAELI· AIR FIELDS. FURTHER, MORE THAN ?. FULL , 
IRAQI DIVISION .ARRIVED IN JORLIZZRJHDMTRDAY AND TWO SQUADRONS ' 
OF MIGS FROM IRAQ A-ltttfVtO AT M~F~AQ AND ONE AN H-3. ~~i~~EJlVJ.\TION qOPY 

' • , l 



AL...SO, ORL 
, _... Dy , ~ . C.-

.,. , • GPGT GIVEN FO -t .?EDEYEEN RAIDS QUOTE WHEN \;AR 
BECINS UNQUOTE. /,. - . . 

,/ 
,./ 

,,../ . 
2. AZET SAID THAT EARLY THIS MORNIN&' THE , EG"YPTIANS SHELLED 
THRE~ SETTLEMENTS NEAR THE GAZA STRIP--KISSUFlN, NAHAL OZ 
ANJ JZUR MAON. AT THE SAME TIME HOSTILE.EGYPTIAN AIRPLANES 
FZNETRATED ISRAEL. EGYPTIANIVROOPS HAD NOT RPT NOTNSROSSED 
FRONTIER. , 

3& AMIT ADDED THAT AFTER HAVING EXE~CISED MAXIMUM RESTRAINT, 
' ,:

1 ;H c: ;1 IN HIS VIEW MAY HAVE ITSELF ENCOURAGED NASSER IN HIS 
F~~G~ESSION FROM THE MERE SHOW OF FORCE TO WHAT ISRAELIS 
A?'?. :-:0';.l CONVINCED- rs· W MASTER PLAN TO DISMEMBER ISRAEL, 
Tl-!E DS:CISION WAS TAKE:N . YESTERDAY THAT IN CASE OF ANY EGYPTIAN 
AGGR2SSION ISRAEL WOULD....QU.tlT.E PUNCH ALL THE . BUTTONS . UNQUOTE., 
THIS HE DESCRIBED AS ESSENTIAL fOR SELF-DEFENSE. 

. . 

4. t.:~?I! 'ALSO CITED E::C:'Y?TH~~r DEFENSE AGREEMENT WITH IRAQ, TEE 
POSSI?IL!T.Y OF LEEM,lESE ?~? LEY WITH NASSER, INDICATIONS THAT 
FA.ISAL · ,~A'= GOING TO CAI::ZO P..~' ;L. ORDER OF THE DAY FRCL1 'THE 
E8Y?~I:=1Pi C0t·1~1ANDER nr J'ORDAN YESTERDAY URGING HIS TROOPS 
TO FIGHT TnE HOLY WAR, AND NASSER·s SPEECH LAST NIGHT AS 

.CSM?LETING ISRAEL'S MILITARY AND DIPLOMATIC ·ENCIRCLEMENT. 
HE CHA?ACTERIZED THE PROBLEM AS NOT ONLY ONE OF - ISRAEL•s 

/ 

P~GE4 RUQMVL 3937 SE e RE T 
EXISTENCE BUT OF THE EXISTENCE OF THE MIDDLE EAST IN ITS CURRENT 
::::·s·:~. }~E DESCRIBED THE DEVELOPMENTS TO DATE ON LINES OF THE 
DOMINO THEORY AND SUGGESTED THAT TURKEY AND IRAN WILL SHORTLY · 
BE UNDER GREAT- SOVIET PRESSURE TO SIDE WITH THE ARABS. HOPE­
FULLY NASSER WILL COLLAPSE AND IT MAY BE POSSIBLE TO RZARRANGE 
MtTTERS ON A MORE STABLE BASIS. 

5r SPEAKING WITH ENTIRE CANDOR, AMIT SAID THAT US EFFORTS 
TO rr:sTR 1~IN ISRAEL TO THIS LATE STAGE HAD ASSISTED NASSER AT 
LEA-ST ~ SOME EXTENT IN FORDING HIS ENCIRCLEMENT AND 
VOULO :i:.tj{E ISRAEL •s Tl\SK MUCH MORE DIFFICULT NOW THAN IF 
Ho5TILITIES HAD OCCURRED EARLIER. AS TO WHAT ISRAEL SEEKS 
FROM TKE :]S AT T:-.'.IS JUNCTURE, HE 80NCLUDED THAT ISRAEL DOES 
NOT RPT Nl1r WANT SQLD!E:=?S YET REQUESTS THAT IT BE PROVIDED 
Ttt£ 11£A1'1S .FOR THE CONFLICT 9 THAT IS MONEY AND WEAPONS, THAT 
lltE US ISOLATE THE SOVIETS FROM THE AREA, AND THAT ISRAEL 
ti.AVE: C.URRENT POLITICAL BP.CKING. 

G, · .~ff£ OF !HESE :... ~TTER ~<:'~'~·1ENTS AN!T SAID HE APPRECIATED 
~EllE U1 THE POLITICf.1L FIEL[• AND ABOVE HIS AREt\ OF RESPONSIBILITY. 
}ta-JEVE'.R, tfE STRESSED THAT HIS VIEt:JS REFLECTED THE UNANIMOUS 
o:,uJtON or: THE UNIFORMED ISRAEL DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENT. 

G?·,?. ~ BA2BCUR 
f'"\"7 ' c-. 

{;}j /?.? ,-:"' r ' • 

. 

·• , ,:.7 ii ' 

/1-o• ••., 

-
' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Monday, June 5, 1967 
3:30 p. m. 

MR. PRESIDENT : 

Herewith Averell talks to the Shah who: 

- - is quite steady on oil; 

- - may not be able to come; 

-- is in an I-told-you-so mood 
about Nasser. 

SEClUi::;r attachment 

DE . 
E.O. 

i'f 
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-~E (: R E .T PARIS 19869 

DE?T PASS AMEMBASSY TEHRAN IMMEDIATE .' ·r. ~ •J 

T • • ,'1 r • 

FOR TRl PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE. FROM HARRIMAN. 
. . .-.,.-:~ .--'. /,: . 

(TEHRAN EYES ONLY FOR AMBASSADOR MEYER)• . . . ·.·.<>\•/.. '~·:,- , · · 
o • • ~ / .C, - '", • • • • ..;,r.", :' •• .~ I ,4 ~ J • 

, . I HAD A LONG .TALK ALONE WITH SHAH .AT -NOON TODAY ; i INTtRRUPTED . 
1 

- ONLY !>Y NEWS DE SPATCHES 9F ARAB- ISRAEL FIGHT ING-. ·•.-., "~-- -'· · · · 
1 GAVC HIM AF? DESPATCH FROM MOSCOW TO THE. EFFECT _THAT RUSSIAN 
Pos lTCON WOULD DEPEND ON THAT TAKEN BY -THE US, WHICH ,·HE .SAID WAS 
!-\OST lM?ORTANT. . . . '··<' "~ .. ·· '.·~•·'• ;\ii~·..1. --<~-:. :b. ·.,.. 

·. ·..\ .~!\. ·.~:'f,.> ~'.···::.:ti~::·~:/:.'-.: 
PAGE 2 RUFNCR 198'69 S E e R E T , , , ' .:°: · , ~~::,;r >f: 
TH~ SHAH LISTENED TO MY EXPLANATION 0~ OUR ATTEMPTS TO RESTRAIN 
J'='RA£L AND ARABS, POSSIBLE SOVIET ENCOURAGEMENT OF DAMASCUS AND 
C.A-l RO BELLIGERENCE, BUT OUR BELIEF SOVIETS -DID NOT N·ow WANT MILITARY 
AcT I 0~ AND THEIR SURPRISE OVER NASSER'S CLOSING OF GULF OF AKEBA. . 
FUR.TH£RMORE, . THE ~PRESIDENT BELIEVED--SHAH' S INTEREST ·: WAS ·_TO REMA'IN -: .~:;- , 
P6 ALOOF AS ►-OSSIBLE WITHOUT INTERRUPTION OIL -SHIPMENTS AND THAT HE 
HOP£0 SKAW,W0ULD USE HIS INFLUENCE, PAR!lCULARLY WITH FAISAL.---.::I ·..-~:--.:~zt: _ · 

4SA'.\O THE PRESIDENT WOULD BE MOST INTERESTED -IN .'GEtT.ING .:THE S-NA-H'.S___ -,_ 
.{ OP lfHONS AND JUDGMENT. ·· /· · . -·..; ·· · .,·'., :··-·t:~,; · - · 

HE Jl£PLIED THAT PERHAPS WE SHOULD NOT TALK ABOUT .. rHE .PAST, ~UT 
O~Lt TU£ FUTURE. ON THE OTHER HAND, WE MUST LEARN ·_FROM PAST MISTAKES. 
:ttE )JEMl OVER THE FAMILIAR GROUND OF OUR ASSISTING NASSER, NOT 
ACCEPTING THE INEVITABILITY OF HIS AGGRESSIVE POLICIEs • .·wt·--,t~t>~~ 
►:t.\SSED OPPORTUNITY TO STOP NASSER OVER OTl!R lS.SU!S IN THE PAST, .. 
OVER YEMEN, AND SUCH OUTRAGEOUS ACTIONS. AS USE OF . GAS. NOW THINGS 

. ',/!RE D!FF !CULT SINCE ON THE ISSUE OF CONFLICT 11ITK -,: ISRAEL ALL ARABS 
~ .: .. WOUU SE UITED. HIS AMBASSADOR HAD SEEN FAISAL WHO, ALTHOUGH CON-
.. ; CERN£D OVER NASSER AND OTHER ISSUES, STATED HE WOULD _GIVE FULL , · 

1. SUPPORT TO NASSER AGAINST ISRAEL. ·. . , t .: ·1...·, ,~' ·' { • 

-HE R£P0RTED THAT SOVIET AMBASSADOR HAD CALLED ON '1HIM'."'THIS MORNING. 
i.J··· ·0·- AM8ASSAD0R STATED THAT HOSTILITIES MOULD BE STOPPED,l~AND 'IN THIS 
t:~. <. THE FR£NCH MIGHT BE ·USEFUL. SECURITY :COUNCIL ACTION -SHOULD BE ·· 
.-;·:,.. . ' ~: ,;:;i_-~..... ~;~_ •. 
--;., ~~~~u., ..,_,., . . . 1 ~ - ··--- · - - - -·· _......__..__ ___ _ __ . ____. ---•~ .., ______......_,. _ ... _ __ _ __ , _ _ _ "'"""-' 

. ' ,:· . 

· NESERVATIQNOOPY
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SOUGHT. 
THE SHAH EMPHASIZED SEVERAL TIMES THAT THE LONG RANGE PROBLEM WAS 
HOW TO STOP NASSER IN FUTURE. SOME OTHER ISSUE THAN ISRAEL MUST BE 
FOUND. ALTHOUGH HE CONTINUED TO CONSIDER NASSER A DANGEROUS AND 
AGGRESSIVE DICTATOR, INTERESTED ONLY IN HIS AGGRANDIZEMENT, THE 
SHAH COULD NOT OPPOSE A MOSLEM CAUSE. HE WOULD, THEREFORE, HAVE 
TO GIVE "LIP SERVICE" SUPPORT, SPECIFICALLY REFERRING TO EARLIER 
UN RESOLUTIONS. THE SHAH SUGGESTED WE SHOULD GIVE THE It1PRESSION ~WE 
WANTED TO STOP THE FIGHTING, BUT IMPLIED THAT HE HOPED NASSER•S . 
FORCE: S WDULD BE HUMILIATED. HE CONSIDERED OUR LONG RANGE J,A..JOR --~ ·: 
OBJECT[\/£ WAS "HOW NASSER COULD BE DESTROYED".~· . 
ALTHOuGEl HE 'L-OGKED FORWARO lff)iLY 10 SEEING TSE "!Pl~SI.'ll!NT IN ·-- ··: -;:; .-:-r:~ 

, .)IASH}ltGTON, f,1£ FE'ELS HE PROBASL Y MUST RETURN -HOME' AS HIS PEOPLE .. _ 
~WDlllD NDT UNDERSTAND HIS TRAVELING IN .PARIS A.liD ._...V.lSl.t'IJJG. THE -¥AIR . __ . 
·.JN CANADA • ··" .. . . · .. . --.,-- ~ 

HE REHEA~SED AGAIN, AS HE HAD DONE WHEN I SAW HIM LAST NOVEMBER, 
l+IS B!L/I~f THAT IRAN MUST BE MILITARILY STRONG ENOUGH TO DEAL WITH 
HAS.SER AND IRAQ WIT HOUT US INTERVENTION. HE AGAIN !.XPRESSED REGRET 
TffA..T WE HAD NOT DONE MORE TO STRENGTHEN I.RAN MILITARILY, REFERRING 
PART[CULARLY TO OUR EXTENSIVE AID TO TURDEY. 
I OF CDURSE WENT OVER THE FAMILIAR GROUND OF TURDEY''S NATO 
NF.NSEQSffJP, E7C. 

P,t.&£ IJJ RUFNCR 19869-S E C R E I -
HE SEE)lE~ RELIEVED WHEN I OFFERED TO CALL ON HIM TOMORROW IF 
THERE WERE ANY FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS OF IMPORTANCE, AND WHEN I TOLD 
HIM THAT I FELT SURE WE WOULD CONTINUE TO CONSULT HIM CLOSELY. 
HE REPEATED NECESSITY THAT HE MUST GIVE LIP SERVICE TO MOSLEM 
SOLIDARITY, BUT HIS PRIMARY CONCERN WAS HOW NASSER•.s INF-lUENCE .l 

COULD SE REDUCED AND EVENTUALLY DESTROYED. OTHERW !SE, TtlERE ·' .· 
COULD BE HO FEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. HE INDICATED THAT CURRENTLY .-
OIL. S1fZPt1£NTS WOULD CONTINUE WITHOUT INTERRUPTION AS NORr1AL -
CO~MERCIAL TRANSACTIONS, AND THAT HE WOULD IN OTHER .WAYS. ATTEMPT 
10 CALM SITUATION. .. . ... -
P:LEASE INSTRUCT IF ANY REASON FOR ME TO SEE . SHAH AGAIN TOMORROW 

WJRlNG. 
SOULE~ 
P.>T 

NNNN 
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·Monday, June 5, 1967 1/

-SEGRET 1 :20 p. m. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

The point I wished to make: this morning -- and passed ·to 
Sect. Rusk -- is this: if we are pressed by Israel for spare 
parts, etc•• we should go hard to the Russians on. their 
equivalent supply to the Arabs. 

The reason is not merely to give us a bit of flexibility. but also 
to open up one of the truly critical issues of a Middle East 
settlement; namely, a long-run U.S. -.So\tlet agreement on arm.s 
sales to the region. 

Like everything else, 0£ course. the viability or this approach 
depends on the situation on the ground in the hours and days 
ahead. 

W. '\V. R. 



~

Monday. Junv ->, 1967 
11:10 a. m. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Herewith Gen. A.mit (senior intelligence 
officer recently here) brie!s Har1ty 
McPherson at.\d Amb. Barbour. 

His key defense of Israel'a air attack is 
consistent with Esbkol'a: 

-- al'tillery fire on three Ioi-aell 
villages; 

-- U.. .~ R. air incursions. 

Then they "punched all the buttons. " 
At least tnat's bis story. 

W.W.R.-SEC:Rli:~ attachn1ent 

(Tel Aviv 3937) 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
~J O'&-JI, C#10:J..) 

NARA, Date -1• f.~f 
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1. GENERAL AMIT GAVE BRNQB . 
D TWELVE O'CLOCK FOR MCPHERSON 

AND 1E. HE. REHERSED THE HISTORY OF THE LAST THREE WEEKS AS 
NOW SSEN BY 'ISRAELIS. HE REGARDED NASSER AS HAVING LARGELY 

- PLi YED- !U S BUILD-UP BY EAR AND HAVING ACHIEVED ~10MENTUM TO 
AN :SX '"'f: \ff THAT HE COULD .NOT STOP.- AMIT DESCRIBED NASSER'S 
ACT ION !N FOUR STEPS. FIRST, A THREE-WAY DEAL BETWEEN THE ·_ 

- SlRI ANS 1 THE EGYPTIANS AND tHE USSR ON BASIS OF WHICH 
NASSER WOULD MAKE A SHOW. OF FORCE IN SINAI TO INCREASE HIS 
PRESTIGE AND IN RETURN THE SYRIANS WOULD STOP SABOTAGE AND 
INFILTRATION. - STEP TWO DEVELOPED WHEN HE ASKED UNEF TO MOVE 
BACK FROM STRONG POINTS ON BORDER .AND INSTEAD SYG INSISTED 
UNEF 'S POSITION WOULD BE TO REMAIN IN PLACE . OR MOVE ENTIRELY. 
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IN CIRCUM ST AN CES NASSER HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO ASK THEM TO 
WITHDRAW COMPLETELY. STEP THREE WAS THE CLOSING OF THE 
STRAITS ON t-1 AY 23, WHICH PROBABLY HAD NOT BEEN CQNSIDERED 
IN ADVA~CE BUT RESULTED FROM HIS SEEING OPPORTUNITY • . STEP~OUR, · · 
WHI CH IS DEVELOPMENT OF THE LAST 48 HOURS, INCLUDED THE MOVE-
ME NT OF THE FOURTH ARMORED DIVISION AND THE CRACK SHASLI BRIGADE 
WH I CH TOGETHER INCLUDED 400 TAN~S TO ENCIRCLE AND CUT OFF 
EILAT, THUS LINKING UP WITH JORDAN; IN ADDITION, THERE WERE 
HA STY. WITHDRAWALS FROM THE YEMEN, , TWO BRIGADES HAVING MOVED . 
FRot1· THE YEi'1EN INTO THE SINAI YESTERDAY WIT HOUT EVEN PAUSING 
lN fGVPT PR OPER. · AMIT ADDED THAT EVIDENCE THEY HAD OF· MAJOR 

· ·rOlSVfl.OP11ENT S IN JORDAN CORROBORATED THIS EGYPTIAN PLAN. AN . 
· ·EGVPTIAN GENERAL TOOK CHARGE OF THE JORDANIAN FORCES, ISRAEL 
· 1NTERCE?TED EGYPTIAN OPERATIONS ORDERS TO MOVE TROOPS TO THE 
WEST BANK . · THE EGYPTIAN ·: GENERAL .ASKED FOR EGYPTIAN FORCES , . 

._: llf .-·.JORDAN,: .0N THE GROUNDS THE · IRAQIS .WERE .TOO SLOW IN ARRIVING • . ·, ::•f•-:· · . · . . . 
· ·:- C,T(D.~~~~'(iR? ~ -AL~Q-:ISSUEOt FOR· EGYeTAIAN\.· Co'M.MANI;>QS;_"· IN.~-,JoRD111f:,:<;; /,- ::,) .i_fii_fj,:,:~f0:j ,-··.:::..:·:·~:· ..:::~•;ii 

-~~-,. :,,-: · ·' ._, '" ISR~ELI: AIR.:;·,i 1;&LDS,'.~.);fURTJ-{ER:,;\' i-tQRl ·ttrlAt'i~,f ::sut)~i~:·-I:~\~t:~--,:l-,,t:: cr~•~~--:1t~4,Y"\j(.::f~t · 
rJlt --~ , •~, JtJ· ~B- ~:~qR~IZZ8~ ~ __ · RONS./' ,:·~::/,·.<*tli(!-_Sl0ttJ~ ~JYEit ) ~ ~ ~~~RPA~;i !\~l :1Jot:'fQ.. ~ _ 

''.- J' .· · f ~·<J R~.~-~~.J ~;~Qt ~.R~:.I_i ··.~ -~~J;~ . -,", ~D;,,;iQ~1:,A_!t~J!~~J.~J,-. :~.{-l·._, -'.1 :"' ,'A ~•- (~>~y 
~J" 4;,,; .' ••• ' • ·--~¥ .. -~· -~~ _:-- ' !, ~. ::~.-....•· - .. . · ~ -- t .~·! ~-~. , ~ ' - '• . ~'~-~'~.:-~.;~-~~~~ -·fi' 
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ALSO, ORL 

,. t DYGPGT GIVEN Fol~~ EDEYEEN RAIDS QUOTE WHE~ c:~A 
·' BEG INS UNQUOTE. . . . 

2. ArUT SAID THAT EARLY THIS MORNING THE EGYPTIANS SHELLED 
THREE SETTLEMENTS NEAR THE GAZA STRIP--KISSUFIN, NAHAL OZ 
AND DZUR MAON • . AT THE SAME TIME HOSTILE EGYPTIAN AIRPLANES 
PENETRATED ISRAEL. EGYPTIANIVROOPS HAD NOT RPT NOTNSROSSED 
FRONTIER. 

3. AMIT ADDED THAT AFTER HAVING EXERCISED MP;XIMm~ RESTRAINT, 
~XICH IN HIS VIEW MAY HAVE ITSELF ENCOURAGED NASSER IN HIS 
FROGRESSION FROM THE MERE SHOW Of FORCE TO WHAT ISRAELIS 
ARE NOW CONVINCED IS A MASTER PLAN TO DISMEMBER ISRAEL, 
TEE DECISION WAS TAKEN YESTERDAY THAT IN CASE OF ANY EGYPTIAN 
ASGRESS!ON ISRAEL WOULD QUOTE PUNCH ALL THE BUTTONS UNQUOTE. 
TEIS HE DESCRIBED AS ESSENTIAL~FOR SELF-DEFENSE. 

4. AMIT ALSO CITED EGYPTIAN DEFENSE AGREEMENT WITH IRAQ, THE 
POSSIBILITY OF LEBANESE PARLEY WITH NASSER, INDICATIONS THAT 
FAISAL WAS GOING TO CAIRO AND ORDER OF THE DAY FR0t1 THE 
EGYPTIAN COMMANDER IN JORDAN YESTERDAY URGING HIS TROOPS 
TC FIGHT THE HOLY WAR, AND NASSER•s SPEECH LAST NIGHT AS 
CCMPLE7ING ISRAEL'S MILITARY AND DIPLOMATIC ENCIRCLEMENT. 
PE CHARACTERIZED THE PROBLEM AS NOT ONLY ONE OF ISRAEL•s 
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EXISTENCE BUT OF THE EXISTENCE OF THE MIDDLE EAST IN ·1rs CURRENT 
FCP.M . }LE DESCRIBED THE DEVELDPMENTS TO DATE ON LINES OF THE 
DOMINO THEORY AND SUGGESTED THAT TURKEY AND IRAN WILL SHORTLY 
BE UNDER GREAT. SOVIET PRESSURE TO SIDE WITH THE ARABS. HOPE­
FULLY NASSER WILL COLLAPSE AND IT MAY. BE POSSIBLE TO REARRANGE 
r ATTERS ON A MORE STABLE BASIS. 

5. SPEAKING WITH ENTIRE CANDOR, AMIT SAID THAT US EFFORTS 
TO RESTRAIN ISRAEL TO. THIS LATE STAGE HAD ASSISTED NASSER AT 
LEAST TO SOME EXTENT IN FORDING HIS ENCIRCLEMENT AND 
WOULD MAKE ISRAEL •s T1\SK MUCH MORE DIFFICULT NOH THAN IF 
HOSTILITIES HAD OCCURRED EARLIER. AS TO WHAT ISRAEL SEEKS 
FROM THE US AT TH1S JUNCTURE, HE eONCLUDED THAT ISRAEL DOES 
NOT R?T NOT WANT SOLDIERS YET REQUESTS THAT IT BE PROVIDED 
THE MEANS FOR THE CONFLICT~ THAT IS MONEY AND WEAPONS, THAT 
THZ ~S ISOLATE THE SOVIETS FROM THE AREA, AND THAT ISRAEL 
EAVE CURRENT POLITICAL BACKING. 

6~ SOME OF THESE LATTER COMMENTS AMIT SAID HE APPRECIATED 
W~2E IN THE POLITICAL FIELD AND ABOVE HIS AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY~ 
HCWEVER, HE STRESSED THAT H!S VIEWS REFLECTED THE UNANIMOUS 
OPINION OF THE UNIFORMED ISRAEL DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENT. 

G?·-2 ~ SAPBOUR 
BT 
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Monda. June 5, 1967 
10:40 a. ·m .• 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Herewith a message from E'ohkol. 

He builds bls caae mainly on the 
general environment. but refers to 
bombardment of three z·arael towns 
as tile trigger. 

w.w.R. 

9£CmtT attachment 

(Tel Aviv 3935) 
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Authority. Ali .:Tg,u- / q'"J3--£ C :-. i: T TEL AVIV 3935 
By~, NARA, Date ~:(-1'( 

1. FOLLOWING .MESSAGE FROM PRIME MINISTER TO THE PRESIDENT 
iAS JV5T S£GN HANDED ME FOR DELIVERY: 

1;1UOTS DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: AFTER WEEKS IN WHICH OUR 
?ERIL HAS GROWN DAY BY DAY, WE ARE NOW ENGAGED IN 
1EPELLf~6 THE AGGRESSION WHICH NASSER HAS BEEN BUILDING UP 
AGAINST US. ISRAEL'S EXISTENCE AND INTEGRITY HAVE BEEN . 
!NDA~GERED. THE PROVOCATIVE TROOP CONCENTRATIONS IN SINAI, 
NOW AMOUNTING TO FIVE INFANTRY AND TWO AMOURED DIVISIONS: THE 
PLACING OF MORE THAN 900 TANKS AGAINST OUR SOUTHERN FRONTIER; 
THE MASSING OF 400 TANKS OPPOSITE ELATH WITH THE OBJECT OF 
SUNDER1N6 THE SOUTHERN NEGEV FROM _ISRAEL; THE ILLEGAL BLOCKADE 
IN THE STRAITS OF TIRAN; THE INSOLENT DEFIANCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
AND MARITIME COMMUNITY; THE POLICY OF STRANGLIGH ENCIRCLEMENT 
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OF WHICH THE FIRST STAGE WAS THE INTIMIDATION OF JORDAN 
AND THE MOSf RECENT -- THE PLACING THERE OF IRAQI TROOPS AND 
EGYPTIAN COMMANDO REGIMENTS, THE IMMINENT INTRODUCTION OF 
MIG Zl AIRCRAFT UNDER IRAQI COMMAND IN MAFRAQ; NASSER'S 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF QUOTE TOTAL W-AR AGAINST ISRAEL UNQUOTE 
AND OF HIS BASIC AIM TO ANNIHILATE ISRAEL; THE ORDER OF THE DAY 
BY THE EGYPTIAN COMMANDER GENERAL MURTAGI CALLING ON HIS 
TROOPS IN SINAI TO WAGE A WAR OF DESTRUCTION AGAINST ISRAEL; 
THE ACTS OF _SABOTAGE AND TERROR I SM FROM SYRIA AND GAZA ; ::_!Ht 
R-~CENT AIR ENCROAC!~MENTS CULMINATING IN THIS MORNING'S : 
E:NGAQE.'M£NTS AND THE BC~1BARDI~2 NT BY EGYPT OF KISUFIM, 
NAHAL OZ AND TSUR .MAON IN ISRA EL TERRITORY-~ ALL OF THIS 
AMOUNTS TO AN EXTRA.ORDINARY CATALOGUE OF AGGRESSION, 
ABHORRED AND CONDEMNED BY WORLD OPINION AND IN YOUR GREAT 
COUNTRY A~D AMONGST ALL PEACE LOVING NATIONS. 

______......__._ ------- ............ .... - --- ·· •--~.- ........ - -- - ~-- ------------
,PRESERVATiGN OOP\' 



AS Yo u Krmw, MR. PRESIDE; . , NOTH ING EFFECT IVE HAD al :> 
ri_om: ·oR A'?TEM PTED BY THE ·JN AGAINST A RUTHLESS DESIGN TO 
9EST?OY TH£ STATE OF ISRAZL WHICH EMBODIES THE MEMORIES, 
SACR!FIC£5 AND HOPES OF AN .!\NCI ENT PEOPLE, WHICH IN THIS 
GE NERATION LOST 6 MISSIONS OF ITS PEOPLE BRUTALLY MURDERED 
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IN A TRAGEDY WITHOUT PARALELL IN HISTROY~ 

MR, PRESIDENT, I AM GRATEFUL FOR THE FRIENDSHIP 
EXPRESSED IN YOUR LETTERS; FOR YOUR APPRECIATION OF OUR 
STEADFAST~2SS AND CALM; FOR YOUR POLICY OF PROTECTING THE 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF ISRAEL AND OTHER NATIONS; FOR YOUR 
UNnERTAKING TO PROVIDE EFFECTIVE AMERICAN SUPPORT TO PRESERVE 
TH~ PEACE ANb FREEDOM OF ISRAEL AND THE M!DDLE EAST; AND FOR 
YOUR UNDERTAKING TO PURSUE VIGOROUS MEASURS TO KEEP THE 
STRAITS OF TIRAN AND THE GULF OF AQABA OPEN AS AN 
INTERNATIONAL WATERWAY TO SHIPS OF ALL NATIONS. 

THESE ARE IMPRESSIVE COMMITMENTS. YOUR LETTER MENTIONS · 
THE O85TACLES WHICH HAVE SO FAR MADE ACTION DIFFICULT. WE RELY 
ON THE COURAGE AND DETERMINATION OF OUR SOLDIERS AND CITIZENS. 
INDE'Eb M.l\XIMU M SELF-RELIANCE IS THE CENTRAL AIM OF OUR NATIONAL 
~E\11\/AL. MY INFORMATION IS THAT OUR DEFENSE IS REAPING SUCCESS. 
3UT OUR TRIALS ARE NOT OVER AND WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT OUR 

r 

9MALL NATION CAN COUNT ON THE FEALTY. AND RESOLUTION OF ITS 
3REATE5T FRIEND • 

..JE \'EEK NOTH!NG BUT PEACEFUL LIFE WITHIN OUR TERRITORY, ·AND 
fHt EXERCISE OF OUR LEGITIMATE MARTIME RIGHTS. 
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I HDPE THAT EVERYTHING WILL . BE DONE BY THE UNITED STATES 
ro PREVENT THE SOVIET UNION FROM EXPLOITING AND ENLARGING 
.'HE CONFLICT. THE HOUR OF DANGER CAN ALSO BE AN HOUR OF 
JPPORTUMITY. IT IS POSIBLE TO CREATE CONDITIONS FAVORABLE 
·o THE PROMOT ION OF PEACE AND THE STRENGTHENING OF -FORCES OF 
REED OM IN THE AREA. . 

.T THIS CRITICAL MOMENT I SHOULD WELCOME THE CLOSEST 
:ONSULTATION BETWEEN OUR GOVERNMENTS AT ALL LEVELS. 

SRAEL APPEALS, MR. PRESIDENT, ·ro YOUR FRIENDSHIP, YOUR 
IDELITY AND YOUR LEADERSHIP. UNQUOTE 

P-1. BARBOUR 
T 



Monday, June 5, 1967 
-eON E'IDEN l lA:b 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Meeting with Mr. Thomas (News of the World) 

You have agreed to meet at 5:30 p. m. today with Mr. Noyes Thomas. 
He represents London's NEWS OF THE WORLD, which has the world's 
largest mass circulation. We are informed he will wish to discuss the 
Middle East situation. 

He will be accompanied by Pat Hefernan of REUTERS who submitted 
the request for the meeting. Pat has been favorable to our policy in 
Viet-Nam and to our general policy goals and actions. 

The meeting is to be off-the-record. 

W. W. Rostow 

ECIASSiflED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

White House Gui&· · e;, Feb. 24, 1983 

Bv* , NAIL\, Date j ~2_-1/ 

.-CONFIDEHTL\L 
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DECLASSIFIED 
.0. 12356, Sec. 3.4 

N9--.......a--,t-­
By .......__..._ 

COMFI:O.aiTfA:L Mon ay - June s. 1967 

MEM.OMNDUM FOR THE PB..ESID.ENT 

SUBJECT: Textile .and Fioherles Negotiation£ with Mexico 

Du-ring tb.e paat few daya \VO have ·had suc:cest!ul negotiations "1.rlth the 
Mexicans on two important itHJuiui: cotton textiles and Gulf shrimp 
fi.sheriea. 

Bilateral Cot.ton Textile AgraerrADt • After months o! hard bar­
gaining. we finally came to an. ttndorstandiag on a celling fer Me.xtcan 
cotton imports etartiag May t~ 1?67. The aggregate limit !or tho first 
;ear cf the !OtUr•y~ar agreement ls 75 mlllie.n yards. Thl• amount will 
increaBe by 5" ln ea.ch of the succ·cedlng three para. The agreed 
ceiling is well below the import lenl for the y.·ear ending April 1967 
(157 million sq. yd.a.). Bat Mexico's shipments are falling and eo far 
thla year they wive been running at about 8 million sq,. yds. per month. 

The MexlcalU ~,ould have preferred n.o Um.itatiou~ but they recog­
nize that the 75 million eel.Ung is generoQs. 1.'he agre<H11ent is likely 
to be criticized by both ·the American. and lttexlcaa textile .industries but 
it has elements mor.e !a.V'orable to each than they expected to emerg•e 
from the protracted negotiations. !"rem the standpoint of the U.S. 
ind.ustry. the most important .taet ls that imports tron'.l li. ..exico will he 
unde,: co:ntr-o1. 

Gulf Shrimn Fisheries. Last )~ar th-e Mexica111a extended their e~­
clu.sive .fishing jurisdiction trom 9 to 12 milo:t1. Otn· Gulf fishernuu:1. were 
most concerned. 

.. e triad una:uccessfully to get the Mc.udca.ne to make an. exception 
ln t.hei-r legialatlon co-verln.g fishing by foreigners who have traditioca.Uy 
fished in given .areas. The Mexican law d.id pravkl.c. bowever. tbat under 
certain conditions foreign £!$her.men may coatbuie their traditic.nal fbh­
i-ng activities within the 9- rt mUe zone !or- a llve-year period, starting 
ln 1968. 

The recent explorat-or;· talks with the .Mexicans centered on gaining 
thl,t!t authority .for oa:r !ishermen. The Me:dcan negotiators were recap-tive 
hut did not have authority to sign an agreement. Negotiations towar·d this 
end are expected to start next month.. 

COn.tlDr..l'QrtAL -

https://traditioca.Uy
https://Mc.udca.ne


DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 . . 

NSC Memo, 1/30/95, State Dept. Gwdelmes 
By--MiA""--" NARA, Date9' · d'\-4°1 

J'une S, 1967 

Following is Prime Minister Wilson's reply to May 30 
message from General Gowon of Nigeria.: 

Thank you !or your message. I deeply 

sympathize with you in the very difficult situation you 

now face in Nigeria. I can only hope that even at this 

late stage it will be possible to solve these problems 

peacefully. 
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Swulay• .June 4, 1967 
1:20 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

More oa bombing plua a I-luelan 
1ettln1 active bl Vlamla.ae a• he •••• 
u hunker down tor the leq pall. 

I 

w. w. aoatow 

· SSGDET 

11-11~ 1:,
.,,...;.--

W'WRoatow:rln 
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By ~ , NARA ~~ 'f.:~y-#> 

5\J&JECf: EFFECT OF US 3GrV:3 H lG O.iJ FRENcH OELl:G&.T [QN HAJIOl 

.r.mr> CS 

Q\IAl Q.ECEIVED FOLL0~.:1 I;-.JG· TELEGRr..:v} D/\Ti::D :,J:,.Y 29 f!/tOM HANOI: 
f3E'--IN t~~tlSLAT IOI: QTE:: I CALLE:D ON ;:)IR£ CTOR OF PR.0-r()COl. MY ~, 
IN ORDER TO KtJOt1I THE ?.EACTio;,1s t-.MD ?LP.l·: S OF THE t11NISTR1 OF 
FoAEl"'W :\ FrAIRS AFTER THE: B0l•1BING's OF HANOI. Pt..:H OF' 1'H]S CON"'-R• 
SATlO,. 1001< PL/\CE Hr .t~N UNDERGROUND SHELTER SHJCE ?.N Al.lRT WAS 

. SO\JMl)£D AT THAT. ~;CtlENT. . 

t\i" TflOH&-.. NHU s~.ID ,HE WAS CC0lVHiCED T i-r rT THE Ar-\EIUtAN Ala 
FOltCE WOULD RETLIRi~ SOONER OR Lf.'.TER TO SOK& tHi fLECTR.IC. POlER 
STA'TlOH AND TO fTT.~C}( OTHER Tt\RGETSo l{f ALSO FOReSAvl tHE ,os-
5l6lLCT1 OF A SYST::: ~,~P:TIC AIR OFFE NSIV::: A&A(/JST 11-lf CAPITA\... il.t:kWG-

·.FoR 1M«,E1 TJ-:[E RtSIDr::NTIAL SECTIONS Otfe: Af'1ilt AMO'TfffR. 
ltO~EVEA, ltJE GGV::Rt'i1''1 2:NT WILL RE t1lAIN WtlA1'£V£R. AAPf'Em lH HAM)l. 1'ME' 
f;VA-C.UAT10H ?Lf\N TO\i1MW THE UPP~R OR CEN'f~L ltfQtQ)N, Wi'llCH Ai ON~ . 
PD INT. HAD &EEH REV~?.LED · TO ~iR. DE · QUMJfLLE', HlcS 8££~ CANCELED. 
l N01ED~ IvlOR£0VER, THt1T NE1.i! SnELTERS .NU: 6fl~ &UCL1 lfrtl DIE 0-MDEN 
Of: lHf "'HHSTR'Y. '.•JHE.E REPEf\T: [~ G T_H.~T THE l>R,VN Wll.-lr IJEVtm YIELD 
10 FOR.CE AHO P.T THE E[iD \'-'ILL VANQUISH, tlfl. NIii/ f'f(AtfKL~ REC051H2ED 
Tij£ 0ES1JlUCl tvi POWER" OF THE us. HE APPl:ARS TO EXPECT A ,1.osttES-
Sl VEL"1 f\ORE DIFFICULT STP.U3GLE VHOSE: DCJRA"110N tJ060DY CAN FOASEE, 
A/10 lM Wl-\lCl-4 Ht>.NOI WILL . UNDOUBTEDLY PA'f 1l(f f'f(JCE'. Ii! PttOt\lSED 
10 HEL.P THE DELEGATION P..S .t\LL·=·OTHER Jl\1,SCDHS IN CASE Of: A S~RtOUS . 
c~ISlS /+ND ?A?TICULARYLY IF A fQOD SHORT~E SMOUU) ~AKf PLACE. HE 
ASS\)i£0 ftE THP~T A CERTAIN /'.\MOUNT OF fLECTlttC. CURREHT NOULO R£t\,\°UI 
/\VAtt.ASLE IN CASE OF THE DESTRUCT IC N OF TM&: POWER. STATJORS. . 
HE lS LESS OP_TI ~1HSTIC AS F'AR pi_S t1.'ATER JS COPIC£RH!D >,JO ME LIMITED 
M.11.-\SELF iO P.DVISI NG ME .TO . HAVt: A WELL D\J&- WlTH1l4 "IHI! COHPOU~
OF IKE l>ELE'5.A1.JON. . · · ~- . 

l An :-.0.K H:G STEPS IN ACCO?.DM-~c5: WITH Tt,¼1S AOVliSl: &UT 11 IS APPt,RftlT 
lHAl' 7HE . t,:£tY:BE:?.S OF THIS MISSIOi•l, ONCE DEPRlVEJ> OF ELEC'TRlClTY. -
~ULO rl07 ,..~IVE T~IS J:JAYqIN t. CLIM;.T L OF 4fl ~GllEES CEH'l'l&RAP!'. 
V~\JoTE • .:.hD TRP.NSLP1TI01~. 
BOHLEN 
BT ... . 

https://fLECTR.IC
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DECLASSIF, ED 
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SU3J: US 80~31~3 HANOI MAY 27. NL.J 
By k' 

'j ' - 3 t> I · 
, NARA ate'!--2,f--A> 

NOD IS 

Ql' P. I F: £CE I \l~D FOLLOW I NG MESSP:GE ~P. TED ~1A Y 29 FR0i1 .":AllO I: 
QTE-BEGIN TRANSLATION: 
.4LTHOUGH THE .CITY· .PROPER t.1Jf:1S NOT BOt-iBED, HttNOI E:X?ERIEt~CED 0~1 1,?. Y 
27 A PARTICULARLY DIFFICULT DAY. THE FIRST· ALERT OCCURRED PJ ~oi_r ;- ;J 
8 o·cLOCK AND THE SECOND . AROUND 10 a· CLOCK. T~>-{C: ELECTP.IC CUR?.[ i!T 
WtS THEN CUT FOR, H/',LF" AN HOTJR. A THIRD ALERT TOOK PL~.CE A7 1 ! C' 
CLOCK. THE FOURTH A

0 

LERT, WHICH TOOK ?LACE AROUND. NO~ N, WAS SHCR! 

. 

' . ? f\ 2E 2 ?UFNCR 19767 ~ E C R E . l'- 111/\R IP. THi-:EE 
t.~·;.0 NOISY • .THE SUBURBS TO THE t-lORTH AND t,1EST \1:£?E BOi~1BED. 01-lZ S .t\1 

S:•i CY.E ?.ISING IN T!-!E:SE TWO DI?.ECTIONS. THE ANIT-P1i?CHAFT UNiTS EZ­
ACTED BY DE NSE FIRING BUT WITHOUT HITTING A SINGLE ?LANE. FIF7H 

1,ti.L:::PT :-1:\S GIVEN AROUMD 2:3~i ?l\'1 9 THE SiXTn .~T 4Pi•.-: COD:CIDED WITH A 
C~1T IN- '.'i:: L[CTRICITY / FINALLY \.HTEOUT P..r~Y {\PPP.RE [..JT 2C:AS.ON THE CUR­
?fi\T v.1/\.S _CUT FOR A.1 THIRD TH1E BETUE:Si'J 7 M-W 8 H; THE :VENii-JG. 
THESE SUCCESSIVE duTs IN ELfCTRICITY SHOW TK! T-THE VIETNAMESI 
E~GIN T~ :XPERIENCE DIFFICULTIES IN SUPPLYI ~G CUf RENT TOT~~ 
Ct:PITP.:.. ~-i TH£ !'1.~ERICANS l\r·JNO·UNCED TH!\T THE: D1~Y 3E?ORE THC:Y AT~U,C!.f.D 
...... ·,~--:-- 1 STA'"IONS THIS FA"'"I" -:- RS -ri ,...~ :., ,...r- iv. .,.WE TL{-5Tc..... ..... :•-R pp· · ...,,J -.T _L1;.Lt. rv 1.! . :.. ~ l . • l nl,.1.· P. :...tL . -· .LU 1..,.,)1,;< •.>--(:1 i.. , t. ~"! l. ; ,:-' . 

~~z A~~RICAN AIR FORCE ijAS UNDERT~KEN, A~C ~G CTHER THINGS, THE 
-S~STE~~TIC DESTRUCTION OF POWER STATIONS. J ~~TZ E~D .TRANS- , 

...SEatET .... 

. . .,---- -~------~--· ·-- .. . 
l 
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• PRIOR:, 1.22-S.' I 

. -t:.:NTRAL IN-~;:LLJGENCE A<.:,-~CY 
IN 81124 , 

1Intelligence Infonnation Cable 

STATE/INR .:>IA NHCC/MC (SECOEF JCS ARMY NAVY AIR, CIA/NMC:: NIC NSA OCR s=o ~... .. 
~ ONE ~ ..:,.r:..;DD/I EXO 

Thia m11.ter1&1 conta.l:.s 11:ro:n:..:.t~C?l c.!!a::Un;t the National Dete:i.se or the United 3tatea w1tb.1n the mec.n1r.g o! th& Espionage Lr.ws, ~~a v: . t1.::.o. 
Secs. '1113 and ~4. \ha tr~l&.On o::- revel~tion o: wlllQ 1::. any manner to a.n u:lD.Uthcnztld pe::~n 1a pror.i~~tec:l by law. 

G':Vlr;. ! ,NO FOREIGN DISSEM / CONTROLLED DISSEM / NO_DISSEM ABRO~ ,••:~ ;,_ -~•-..a•.l . 
.;.,_",--':~ ~ ! 

4Hteuif.c.e1 .... • l 

THIS IS AN INFORMATION R~PORT: NOT FINALLY EVALUATED IN,E:i..L.IC~NCE. . 

. CITE .., _______..I .··3..4 l1,t,)
i E 6 R E l , 031628 Z 

DIST. 3 _JUNE 1967. 
;r 

..._-~. ·-·-·- .. ... .. - • . •· ··• ·- . ·--- .- .. .... ·· 

CC'.JNTRY N0R!H VIETNAM 

29 APRIL TO 22 MAY :967 

s:..;3J~CT CASUAi..7 ~ES AND RESULTS OF BOMB DAMi'.tS;.: _l.~ AND .NE;,.rt .MANOI 

ACQ 

... CS ~R1 MARY : DUR I NG THE 19 MAY BOM8 ING , DAM AGE TO 2 0! H T HE 
. . ' . 

:~ :-:~AN . ti. N!J RU!1 AN IAN EMBASSIES WAS R_EPCRTED .•. IT IS RUMORED THAT 

2:~ CASUA~T:ES WERS SUFFERED DURING THE BOMBINGS_ IN H~NO!. IT 1S 

}} ;..~.:: RUMORED IN HANOI THAT A NUMBER OF SCHOOL$ REE;STAB!..ISHED IN T:-~.:: 

: :·:.:JG. AN t.RE.~ INCURRED DAMAGES. THE 80t·!E ~AMAGE IS REft.!RED BY GROU?S 

JF CIVILIAN~, E0!H MEN AND WOMEN, ~qRKING 703~THER.) 

2. DURING THE lS MAY BOMBING THE PAVEMENT IN FRONT OF THE KOR~~N 

:x~ASSY ·cAPPROX!M~TELY .WJ8742~4) ON :RAN ?HU s:qEET WAS DAMAGED. A 

~~~~LY ACCEPTED RUMOR IN HANOI IS THAT A V!ETNAMESE WAS DECAPITATED 

: ____.___p·~,j lHA.1~.D.A!~; . IN~--A.SIDEW.AL-K -BOMB-SHELTZ?. ·L:Cti."l'E:D· Hj FRONT OF--!HE K°OKt:A:.f _.; 

t · -...s--;--~...._-.... --;~!!"-'1111~~,= NO .rOR~IGN ,DISSEM / CONTROLLED orss~w. ,:. NC DISSEM. .~~?~ . 

·sANITIZED , 
· . E.0.12958, Sec. 3.b 

NLJL AAt 9 ~-~~ 0-0\ 
. By~ NARA. pace':tl2,;l; 

-- .- .. ... .. .·· ....., •· •···· . ... ....... .. ·, ..-. , -
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NO _FORE_IGN DISSE."-1 { CONTROLLED DI.SS5'~ t NO .DISSEM ABROAD 
• 

. ...... -·•·· • "' . . . ..... -. .""°Et~B-AS S;f~ . r"Ei:".. 1foRE°i~"is-··r·H·E~l sEi:.-vis··-HAVE... Ri?oR'r ED THE 8OM 3 DAMAGE . ! c. 

T :-:E:R ECONOMIC MISSION ON CAO BA QUAT STi1EET .. r 

\ 

80MBING3 OF HANOI. 

rJJ · 
3.1\lb){,J 4 • '------------------------ I.! 

:s RUMORED THAT 2~0 CASUALTIES WERE SUFFERED II !HE lS TO 22 MAY 

2 :~~·1::INGS:. (SOURCE CONMEN!: IF THE .RU!-!OR IS_.TRUE, _II IS C.URI.OUS. !!1A:' 

r:..:z GuVE~Nr1ENT HAS NOT OFFICIA!..LY··· REPO,RTED THESE FIGURES.• ).. _. .··.. 

~4 A~C!hZR RUMOR CIRCULATING AMONG VIETNAMESE CIVILIANS IN 

H~~CI IS 7HAT A. NUMBER OF SCHOOLS WHICH WERE EVACUAT!D FROM HANCI Aj~ 

;-EI::: ABLI Sr.~D IN T:--iE DONG AN . ARE~ <~RO~ABL Y. AT AF ?ROXI~lA TELY ~J S";S 3S-.) 

.) .· ~~;i~.iE: ALSG BEEN DA~AGED . BY THE BOMBING. 

· ~- THE ATTACK 
~ 

·oN THE GIA LAM RAILROAD WORKSHGFS (A! APPROXIMA!E~Y 

WJ9~E.277) DURING 29 APRIL TO 2 MAY WAS A FINE EXAMPLE: OF PIN-POINT 

ac~3ING. !HE WORKSHOP AREA WAS LEVELLED WITH NC DAMAGE TO SURROUNC:NG ( 
. . . " . . .• · . ·-· .- ·· . . . .. ...... ... 

. . ... ·· ··• .,, . . 
su::..: INGs ~ ·9NE-_. LoGoMor IVE _w~s BLowi .our :.oF· THE RAIL JJAY y·ARo ·· AND . · · · 

. · •·· . ... . .... . . 
; . . ., ,, -······.., . .. .... •, "" . ... .. . 

., 
. . NO FOREIGN DISSEM / CONTROL~D DISSEJ't1 / ~ ~ISSEM ABROAD 

. . . . . . 
. . ·•. . . .- . .. 

. . . .. ' 

·.· ,j 
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(c!as.rlttcat!on J 

·-~.. c.tlb)lt) DEPOSIT ED ACROSS THE ROAD. 
\.:.,, 

7. THL..Bctirn .. DAMAGE ·IN · HANO:. IS RE?AIRED BY" G~OUPS OF. CIV:~.:A:13'.· 

WORKING TuGETHER. SOMETIMES THESE GROUPS INCLUDE 30-7E ·E2N AND" !.cJ:~u·f 

AND SOM~7IMES THE GROUPS ARE · DIVIDED GROUPS OF ~CJtG~TG MIDDLE-AG~D 

C) ::.::..:J DRE.ss:::::· IN A TYPE OF UN iFCR~ COMPRISING TOPEE.. AND TAN s:-i:?.TS AN: 

:~CUSERS :--:~VE BEEN OBSERVED ·woRi<ING AS UNITS REPAIRnrn -- T'HE BO:•lE DAMAGE. 

(SOURCE COMMENT: IT IS NOT KNOWN TO WHAT, IF ANY, ORGANIZATION Tr.EY 

Q EELONG~ THE MANNER OF MOBILIZING SUCH REPAIR PERSONNEL IS NOT KNOWN, 

~OwEVER, IT IS BELIEVED THAT THESE PEOPL~ ARE PAID FOR THEIR WORK SINCE 

l1 WOULD B~ HIGHLY ATYPICAL FOR THEM TO WORK ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS~;· 

'.. ~ 3.4lb)Lt) 8. I~__] DISSEM: STATE (AMBASSADOR BUNKER) USMACV (GENERAL 

WESTMORELAND, J-2) 7TH AIR FORCE (GENERAL MOMYER) CINCPAC (ADMIRAL 

·s~ARP AN~ POLAD) 
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COMF!DEN1IAL DECLA SIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 

Vlentlane 7477- JWle 2, 1967 NlJ 1d- ~ _ 
By &:~ , A A, D~te --S - d}) -5 d---... 

1. Soviet Ambass.ador Klrnassovsky, who.has been rather passive 
until recentlyi suddenly seems to have opened a local Hpeace oUe.nsive. u 

Slnee he is a well disciplined professional. lt must be a.sswned that he 
is Acting 1.uder instructions from. Moscow. 

2.. Within the past !ew days, he has called on Finance Minister Slsou.l 
Na. Champa.ssak to express his views (this is fii-at call he has even made 
on Sleoul): He bas spoken at length to the Indian Ambassador and to the 
British Ambassador. Last evening. he opened up on me. It is perhaps 
not without lnte·rest that he did this 1n the preeence of the Indian Intet"­
natlonal Control Commission Chairman. 

3. The thrust of his presentation had only indir.ectly to do with Laos. 
It was mostly directed to the question of Vietnam. The essence was that 
the Soviets ha.d genuine. assur.a.nees &om Hanoi that latter would respond 
posltlv~ly if we stopp&d bombing. We paased up a golden opportunity when 
we "falle.d to follow up" i<osyglnte dlscusslons wlb Wilson and Brown ln 
Lond.on. However, now1 "Americanstt were talking of no new posslblllties 
with Hanoi, of nescalatlng a.nd pacifying., r, and waiting until we had a 
military advantage before trying any new moves towards negotiation. 

4. This. K1rna.s.sovsky· insisted,. was, a mistake, Hano! was still 
ava.i1able and amenable. We had only to "return to Koeygin lnltiatlveu 

in order to find Hanoi r ·eopondve. While 1t might be true ·that Cll.Lna 
had a certain negative influence in Hanoi, this would not a££eet the 
positive diaposltlon of Hanoi lea.d-ers to begin political neg.otiationa. We 
should "s.u,pendt• (this -was word he used) ·bombing and we would soon 
8ee results. 

s. I am unable to-judge whether Kirna.ssovsky ls operating in co.ntext 
broad instructions received by all Sovi.et representativ.ee or wh•the: r he 
has some specliic instructions tor execution here in Vientlane. It may 
be that party line has been fixed (perhaps rhncn··lin a.us.ocia.tlon with mld­
East crisis) and that Depa.Ttm:ent is receiving simtla~ indkatlons oi 
Soviet actlvity from all quarter·s9 lf 110. I would appreciate analya.ls and 
guidance. 

6. U., on the other hand, this Sovlot activity is locaUzed here in Vientiane, 
it would seem worthwhile for me to explore it a bit. Our conversation last 
evening was left on such a note that I c.ould ask Kirnassovsky for an appoint­
ment to get greater detail. I could do this on Department instruction or "on 
my own initiative. n whichever seelllS p:,:eferable, or, l could merely let it 
all pass for the time being and watch £or further developments. 
7. Please. ins.truct. 

CON-FIDENTIA I I ·SULLIVAN 

https://analya.ls
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Sunday. June 4. 1967 -- 1:15 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

1. Herewith a letter McOeorge Bundy le considering eendln1 to the 
New York Tlmes 1f you think lt wlae and helplw. 

z. I •poke to Sec. Ruak and he wlll get Nlck Kataenbach aboartl, alao 
M omber. 

3. Sec. Rusk ~aw Bob Anderson foi- two boure. ~ turns out hl• cable 
wa• an extremely accurate and aendtive SOJrlmary of hle lntervlew. 

4. Al10 attached la my proposa.1 wblcb I am makln1 avaltable to 
Sec. Rusk (and Amb. Goldberg) and Sec. McNamara. 

t haTe m3.rked 1n yellow the crttlca.1 elem~nt11 la the propo ■ at. 

5. 

W. w. Roatow 

WWRostow:rln DECLASSIFf!D 
E.O. 1l3~,.Sec. J.4(ij

SECREr Whitr 1-bi,e_C-« i:6: Ii,• M.,. 34. 191)

BJ../J.lj-, NAAA. 0atr- t-1oj_1 
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- SEC.RE'!' 
Sunday, June 4, 1967 -- 11:30 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

The purpose of tllis memorandum. ls to lay out a course of aetlon for 
the coming week (or two weeks) whieh will maxlrnh:e the chance that w-e can: 
(1) achieve our objectives in the Middle East without an Arab-Israell war; 
and (2) should such an Arab-Israeli war come about, produce minimum damage 
to the U. s. position ln the world and to our position in our "t>wn country, 
including continued support ior the war in Vlet Nam.• 

I. The Situation.• 

It ls now increasingly clear that the Israelis will wait only about 
a week to take on themselves the forcing 0£ the blockade at the Gulf of Aqaba. 
They clearly envisage forcing Nasser to fire the first shot; they will respond 
on a limited bas ls in Sinai but be prepa,red to fight a. war against all the Arab 
forces arrayed against th.em without external assistance .1n manpower or other 
direet appllcatlo.n of foreign milltary force. 

The plan for an international regatta to force, say, an oil ship 
thl'ough the Straits la unlikely to get operational support except !or fou-r 
countries: the U.S. , the U. K., Australia, and Netherlands. 

The moderate Arabs - - and, ln fact, virtually all Arabs who fe.ar 
the rlse 0£ Nasser as a re.suit of this crlsis -- would prele:r to have hbn 
cut down by the Israelis rather than by external forces. 

Beyond these factors the situation in the Middle Eatlt is that the 
radical nationalism represented by Nasser, while powerful at the moment 
in the wake 0£' his breakthrough against U Thant, is waning: Arab socialism 
and other such doctrines have not proved successful; the moderates of the 
,:eglon (Turkey, Iran, Jordan_. Saudi Arabia. Lebanon) have, done better 
than Egypt. Syria, and Iraq; Nasser's plans £or external expansion have 
not g_one well; in short, we are dealing wlth Nasser not on a rising trend 
but in somewhat the same as Khrushchev in the Cuba. misslle crisis; 
Nasser ls trying to achieve a quick fbt against an underlying waning position. 

Just beneath the surface is the potentiality for a new phase in the 
Middle East of moderatloQ.l a focusing on economic development, regional 
collaboration: and an acceptance of Israel as part o£ the Middle East if a 
solution to the refugee problem can be found. But all this depe.nds on 
Nasser's being cut down to sb:e. 

SECRET 
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The problem before us b -whether this crisis can be surmounted 
in wilys whlch lead on to that his·torieal trariilllon and w.hich avoid: the 
destruction of Iara-el, on the one hand, or the crystallt.zatlon of a. bloc 
unified only by a hostility to Israel, which would require us to maintain 
Israel as a kind of Hong Kong enclave in the region. 

ll. The Israeli Case ior Unilateral Action. 

The Israella believe th.at their long-run future. in the area - -
.including the Arab mentality -- requires that they solve the p:roblem 
before them.on their own. They-wlsh ln the end to be part of the Middle 
East. They !eel that dealing with this situation on their own ts necossary 
to achieve not m.e,:,ely seU-respect but respect ln the region. 

They belleve taking on the blockade themselves will make it easier 
£or the United States to support them in other ways, short of troops. They 
believe it easier for the U.S. to honor lts commitn1ent of 1957 to recognize 
the legitimacy of their forcing the blockade than to mobUiae on an inter­
national basis an el!ectlve U.S. and international commitment to use ,force 
to, break the blockade. Their own. diplomatic soundings, like ours. make 
clear how small the patty would be prepared to.use force to assert the 
lnte~natl.onal interests in the Gulf ol Aqaba, including lsraell lnterests. 

They perceive that the USSR is less likely to intervene wlth 
military £orc.e if they take on Nasser than for U.S. and a !ew friends to 
take on Nass-er on the Aqaba.issue: and they judge it ·would be better for 
U.S. -Arab relations 1n the-loxis run, but also in terms of Western -interests 
in Middle Ea.stern oll. 

m. The :Moderate Arab View. 

Although there is some conflict of judgment.
, I 

the bulk -of the-
evidence before ua indica.tcs that the moderate Arab view -- :a.swell as 
the view amon; o:ur Ambassadors to th,e Arab world -- is that lt would be 
wlsei- !or the Iara.ells to deal with. the present sltuatlon than it would be 
for us•. 

IV. The U. s. Interest and Our Task. 

To open the Gulf' 0£ Aqaba to at least oil for Israel -- which 
. h·as become the test of who.wins this trial of will and nerve - ·- without war 
if possible. 
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To do so. ln ways whlch maximize the chance of long-run 
peace in the area, including movement towards acceptance of Israel as 
part of the Middle East. 

In any ease, to honor all commitments ma.de in 1957 -- even, 
i!, ln the end, an Arab-Israeli war comes abo'Ut; that la, our comm.ltment 
to put through a. tr. S. flagship; to assert the right of free passage for 
others; and to regard Israeli counteraction to a. UAR attempt to close Aqaba 
by armed force as involving for Israel legitimate rights of &elf-defense 
under the UN Charter. 

•- To a.ct. ln general, in such a way as to unify the political base 
in the U'. S. around our ~Uddle East policy so that we do not weaken the 
political foundations !or our further cond,uet o! the wa.r 1n Viet Nam. 

V.. A Possible Scenario. 

Here are the main elements in a scenario and their s-equence -­
required to achlev-e-these objectiv.es. 

... First, we must urgenUy make lt clear to Nass·er -- wh.lch has 
not yet been made clear -· that we intend to honor our 1957 commitme nts. 
His letter to you. completely ignorea what happelled 1n 1957. He must be 
reminded that we undertook ·our commitments in order to get the Israelis 
off hla ne·ck; and lt 1s a matter of honor and continuity of the Amerlcan word 
that these commitments be honored. (In this context, a statement by 
General Eisenhower, and perhaps even a . special visit to Calro.by Cabot 
Lodge. -- who was personally and directly involved 1n tbose events -• may 
be important, as well as oui- conversations with Mohieddin and your reply 
to Nasser's letter.) 

In making this point clear~ we must alao present to him a. willingness 
to move torward with other c-r1t1cal. ls.sues 1n the area where progress ls 
required, if, indeed, the region ls to settle down and move towards peace 
and stability., including: the pla.cement of UN observers on both sides of 
the borders: Arab refugees: regional economic development; water; and the 
damping -down o! the ums race. Tilere is considerable legitimate argument 
as to whether Nasser is now postured as a Hitler, determined at all eost.s 
to exploit temporary Arab unity to crash Israel once and £or all, or whether 
he is a shr,ewd op.era.tor, working of! a weak base, wllllng to settle for as 
much as he can get from this crisis. If/ the latter ls the case., a package 
deal of this k1nd ls the best way to sm.oke him out. U he wants war, the 
Israelis and we· will be in much better shape if we have lald the deal before 
the world. 

_ SECRE'i'----·-
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--- In any case. so far as U. s. public opinion is concerned, 
opinion 1n th.e Middle East..and opinion in the world,. we must quickly produce 
a posture 1n which the hard-core issue; of oil through Aqa.ba is diluted by the 
evocation of a larger, more attractive, and more basic objctctlve; namely., 
to begin to transform the Middle East from its pt-eaent dangerous, unstable 
situation into one 1n w!dch there ls the possibility. at least, of movement 
forwards towa.rd cooperation, development .and ·acceptance 0£ Israel as part 
of the region• 

... - By the tlme we have transmitted thi• ofter to Nassert we 
would also have been able to take stock of the responae to the declaration 
0£ .lmlocent passage through Aqa.ba and have some feel for hew many 
countries are willing to escort vessels going through the Gulf to Ellat. The 
stage would -then be set for going to· Congress and asking for a. resolution. 
(About, say. Thurada.y 0£ the comlng week. ) 

The resolution for which we would ask ln this scenario would 
have these characteristics: It would irecall and state the three 19S7 commit­
ments; lt would empower us to uae force, if nec:easaryt to support the 
transit of .-\.qaba by U. s. flagshlpa and those of othel:' nations, except Israel: 
it wo·uld recognize the government of Israel's expressed desire that it b.andle 
the question 0£ lts own flagships wlth lts own force; but lt would recognize 
that 1£ the translt of such shtpa was met 'by armed fo·rce, the Israelis had 
the right of' self-defense. The resolution would call for all parties ·to 
permit transit.of the Gul1 on the basls of the situation between 1957 and the 
present crisis; and it would appeal for movement lorward with respe·ct to 
peace 1n the area, including action on UN observers,. refugees, develop­
ment, the reglo.nal arms race., etc. 

Behind the scene we would be working for an Aqaba formula 
in which the oil flow would contlnu.e to EUat; the Israelis would maintain 
their claim to put llagships thr·ough, but not exercise ltl the UAR would 
ignore the fishing trawlers that go in ud out o! the Gulf; the International 
Court -of justice v,ould take over the leital controve:r#Sy involved; the fore-es 
in Sinai would demobilize; and. tn thbi interval, we would try to get the 
Middle East and the world e.onununlty to go to work on UN observers; 
refugees; development: etc. (With that kind of resolution and a.n explicit 
understanding that we would recognize Israeli rights o£ sell-defense if their 
vessels were stopped by armed £orce, .it might be possible to hold the 
Israelis for another week, that le, from Sunday, June 11 (roughly thel,: present 
D-day) to the 18th of J.une. In th.at interval we.,.would have to do two things: 

- SECRET 
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bring maximum pressure to bear to get a diplomatic settlement, including 
maximum pressure on Moscow; and ·organize a forcing of the blockade in 
terms o! something like the following sequence., designed to fulfill the three 
U.S. commitments. 

AU. s. vessel goes through w-ith escort, bearing a clvlllan 
non-strategic cargo; although it might contain on.. On present evidence~ 
that ·vessel would not be fired on, althQugh if lt contained oil it nught be 
contested. 

A non- U.S. flagship (either' IsraeU,.owned or n.·ot) would go 
thr·eugh with a. civil cargo. backed by whomever the naval powers turn out 
to be; 

Then, finally, an 1srae11 vessel would go through and the issue 
wo\lld be put squarely to Nasser to whether he would lire upon it, our having 
made it elea:r that we regar,d Israeli rights o£ self-defense as legitimate. 1f 
armed force were used, to stop it; but the background to such IsraeUs forclng 
acUon would be a known formula that if oil ·were permitted to flow to EUat, 
the 'Israelis were wllllng to have the ·whole matter put to the International 
Court of Justice. 

VI. There are several gut questlona unresolved in this propos.ed 
scenario,, among them these: 

.. - Timing 1u1d the Israeli tactical milita..ry sltuatlon. As we now 
know, they would prefer to go directly to the testoof the lsraell flag. and, in 
effect, have us stand down on our other c-ommitmonta, except, oi course, our 
commitment-t.o regard their ease as legitimate. Another rea~on they may 
wish this to have some element of control over the time which Nasser fa.cea 
this showdown. U the objective· of the exercise ls a situation whe:re we 
achieve oil to EUat without a. war. marching down.-qulte openly to the 
sequence deser-lbed above, is a superior scenario. lt would also relieve 
us ol a most dangerous problem; namely. of our knowing Israeli plans but 
holding them sec~et as did. the British and French at the time of Suez, wlth 
all the consequent ugly debate and eont:roverey which continued down to the 
present day. Our interest, and, ln factt the Israeli interest ls to do this 
job like the sberlfi in Hlgh Noon, rather than through tactical surprise and 
quiet secret understandings between Tel Aviv and Washington. 

If we l'egard the transit -of oll as the gut lss.ue here. when 
should oil be brought in and under whose flag?· On this I have no firm 
~udgment but suspect the ·best ·auspic~s would be the moat mttu.ral sltuatlon: 

-SEGRE-!l? 
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a. lo:reign .flag backed by the escorting party. But there le some virtue in 
our taking oil in ...... preferably not Iranian oil with the U.S. flag fiylng. 

What, . precisell, ts. the formula. fe:r Agaba that Israel would 
acce2t? I.a it p:repu~ to accept a situation where oil goes through wh.Ue 
the issue le taken to the ·1nternational Couri o! J'ustlce; trawlers go through 
with Israeli IJ.ag de facto; but-. while reserving thdi~ legal rights to put 
Israeli nags through, they do not test that right until the International Court 
of Justice rules? My incllnatl.on would be to use maximum leverage with 
the ls,:aeli.s to accept ouch a deal if Nasser accepts it, demobilizes his 
forces in Sbtal. and accepts the .agenda. of UN observers; some progress 
on ro£ugees; development; arms rac•e talks: etc. 

VII. USSR. 

In the end, whether the o·utcome is an Arab-Israeli war or a 
successful transit of the c:rlsla depends a good d-eal on the USSR.. !f we 
move in the way 1 have indicated, l am modera.te1y optimistic that they will, 
in the clutch, tlU'ow considerable weight on Cairo to a.cd'ept a. pragmatic 
deal tor the £ollowtns reasons: 

•- They would not like to see U.S. and other naval pov1ers actually 
exercised to force the Gulf ·ol Aq,aba. £or non-Israeli ships. 

I believe they honestly fear an Arab-Israeli ,var- because they 
still believe that the Israelis will win 1t. I! they win it. after more than 
10 years of pourlng Soviet arms into the Middle Ea.st, the whole Soviet arms 
g.ame will be profoundly de.graded. lt has already ·been substantially degraded 
by the outcome ln Indonesia. If thelr mUlta.ry men calculate. like o\ll's, that, 
at considerable cost ln blood. the Israelis could now beat the Arabs armed 
wlth Soviet MIG-Zla and Soviet tanks, they would do a good de.al to a.void th.at 
demonstration. On reflection, I :suspect tills factor has played a big role in 
their· anxiety a.bou.t the Israelie launching an attack. 

Finally. they lave carefully not committed themselves on. the 
question of Aqaba and leit it open for them. in the end, to play a kind of 
Tashkent role. 

Therefore_ 1f we :move down thio track and assert through the 
Congress our willingness ·to ba.ck our play on all three 1957 commitments, 
my hunch le that they will move rather !ast to come ·up with their own kind 
of formula to aQOld the war and try to portray their role as frustrating the 
designs of American imperialists and lsraeli lackeys. U it all ends up with 
oil going to EUat. the forces demobilized, UN observers, talk about refugees. 
development, etc. •. that would, b~~~ with u:;i. · · 
WWRostow:rln-.: .,_ - · · -
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Sunday, June 4, 1967 

I regret that I must take exception to the letter of my former colleague 

James Thomspn, which appeared in Sunday's New York Times. 

I brought Mr. Thomson to the NSC staff with the precise purpose of 

having available the comments of a qualified student of China whose general 

cast of mind toward Asia was not my own. This purpose was fulfilled, 

and Mr. Thomson, like other members of the staff, enjoyed full freedom 

of expression wi1hin the premise that his advice -- like that of all the 

rest of us -- was for internal use only. Now he writes that other and better 

courses were available in thos years, but he does not say what they were 

nor does he discuss what their consequences would have been. Thus, in 

effect, Mr. Thomson has used the authority of his former position to make 

sweeping assertions which he does not back by a shred of evidence. 

Mr. Thomson ' m a man of honor, and I know he would not have taken 

so strange a course if he were not driven by a deep concern for the welfare 

of his country. What he fears, as his letter says, is that we may be on 

a collisemrc ourse with Red China. This is a proper concern, and in my 

own experience, it is one which lllEC all senior members of the Kennedy 

and Johnson Administrations have kept constantly in mind. Mr. Thomson 

used to write me memoranda about this concern when we both were in _ 

Washington. His tendency then - - as tested by events - - was to over-

estimate the likelihood of such a collison and to underestimate the good 

sense of others in the Administration. While his memoranda were always 
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intelligent and useful, his estimates of both Chinase and Americah 

behavior were consistently too gloomy. I believe that he is still making 

the same error, and I am sorry that his fears have driven him to write 

a letter which requires this comment from a friend and former colleague. 

McGeorge Bundy 



. I 

Sli 37 Z'.I 
Saturday. June 3, 1967 
6:10 p. m. 

Mr. Preeldent: 

You ma.y be interested in this report 
that the Soviet Union la trying to t'cool 
of£" the detente -- and the reason• 
auggested lor thla •hilt. 

W. w. Roatow 



.' :,· ,_ . 
:. ·,.· . . . ·-· ·:_.~ .·... 

Saturday. June 3, 1967 
.>liBf!CltE I 2:55 p. m • 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

this is wo 

Having advocate m ng e e c 
power, I am extremely conaciOGs that my 
duty is to lean over backwards aot to over­
estimate the ellecta. Neverthele••• I haYe 
a feeling we uve shaken them iA Haaoi 
in a way they have aever been shaken before. 

W.W. ll. 

Si&CL'I! attachment 

l··ll-'J~ 
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Saturday., June 3. 1967I ,, 

2:50 p·. m. 

MR. PRESIDENT: I \ 
~ 

I gathered you wanted to .read this once m ~re \ 
before it is dispatched by .cable. as well a, 
pouched. It may be urgent that we put thi~ 
letter on r -ecord aoon. 

[ 

W.W. R. 

-SEGRE!!! attachment 

~-
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Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

l am grateful f.:w. your letter of May 30. 1 appreciate 
particula•ly the •teadtaeme,a with wh.lch the Oovetrament 
and people of I•reel have maintained a posture of resolution 
aad calm ia a elwatlon of gr&c\re tension. AU of u.s u.d•r­
stand how tate!ul the step• •• ta\te may be. I hope we cu 
ca11tlmw to move ft~mly and calmly toward a 1atiefactory 
solution •. 

Our po.ltlo• in this eliaia reets on. two pinclples which 
are vital nattoaal lntere.st• of the Umted State:•· The ftret 
1s that we eupport. ·the temtorial lnteptty ud polltlcal 
lttdt,-ndence of all of the countries o£ the Middle East. 
This prtf.l.dple haa now beea affirmed by four Au.telica11 
Preaidenta. The eeeoad is ou.r defe·ue o.f the baeic interest 
,of tlu, .enttre wo~ld .commutttty la the f~••dom of the. ••••• 
Aa a leadla,,1narlttme nalloa. ·we have a vltal la.tereat. in 
upboldlag freedom of the seaa, aad the. right of passage 
tiaoagh on-alt• ot an iaton.aatloaal character. 

As you know, the United State• consider• the Guif of A.qaba 
to be an lnten.atloul waterway an<! bellev•• that ·the eutire 
inteYnatioa.al ma~.tf.me communlty hat a sw,atantlal interest 
in uaw:in1 that the right ol paaeage through ·the Sti-alt of 
'Tlzaa aad Gulf ls maintained. 

I am sure that Foroiga Mlrdator Eban. has s-e.polted to you 
the writ.tea steteu1ent wblch I. had prepared Alli from wblch 
Ambaeaador Barmaa made notes -dunag ou meettas of 
May' ?6. Tbe·full text ot that etatemeat la a• follow•: 

nTbe United States hat lt• owu cou•Ututto.al procea••·• 
·which ue 'baelct to.its actlea on. matter• lavolvbtg wu 
and peace. The Secretary Oeneral hu aot yet reported. 
to the UN Secu.ri.ty Council aad the Coundl bu not ,.t 
demonstrated what lt may or may not be able o-Ji wlllln.s 
to do although tbe ·u•tted States will ·piiees £or pi-ompt 
action la the UN. 

DECLASsIFD.ID 
Authority l)/St:/4 f?-;1.).-f2-(;Uq12 _71) 

Jf-/i-d, l ' ·. I, -'/--f; 
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0 .I have •l~oa4y publicly stated tbla week our vlewa 
o.. the tafety o£ tarael and ott the Strait of Tiraa• 
.Regaitding the Stn.it~ wet plan to pursue vigorously 
the meuuree whlch can be taken by mal'itime nations 
to asisure that the ~alt and Gulf :remai.n open to tree 
.and inno,cent passage o£ the veasele of·ell nations. · 

''l mtiat empbaaisa th& necessity fo~ Ianel act to 
~ Uteli r••poa•U,le for th• inIU.t!on of h-oatillties.• 
Israel will l'lOt be al011e unless it d.eddes to go alone. 
We c.annot imagine that it will 1nake this dfldeton. "' 

l ~xpleinod to Mr, Eben that. 1 want to p~c:ltect the terl:'itorlal 
integrity of I•rael and othel' natioaa in tllat ar.a of the w,orld 
and will provt,ie a& offects.ve Ameliean support aa possible 
to preeerve the peace and lreedom of your nattot\ and or the 
uea. t atrea•ed too·the need to act iu. conctirt with other 
natioae. pa~ticularly those 'tilth strong rnadtime interests. 
Aa you will Wlde~ataud ulld a• I explainad to ).u. Eban, 
it would be unwise aa w-eU as most unproductive for me to 
act wlth0ttt the lull cooaultatton ao.d backing of Congress. 
\Ve-are now in. the procesa of urgently -coaeulting the leaders 
ot our Congt'ess atid counseling with its membe•shlp. 

We .u-.e now enge.ged in.-doing everythlu,g we can th'rough the 
Uttitod Nations. We reco.gni~e the diffteultlo• ot. secu.ring 
conatru.ctive action in the Security C:ounr:U,, but we are con­
vbtced that tho world o:trgt.nhsation, which £or the past decade 
has played a. major rQle bt the ~Uddle East, must make a 
~eal effort to discharge Ue respoaaibilitles for the maiatenance 
ol peac::o. 

We are ·moviQg ahe.ad tn our dtplomaUc e£!orte:, in concert 
vnth the Uai,ted I«ogdom and with your diplomatic re-p:reeeata• 
ttves, to HC\1.Nl a de.claratloa by the ~bictpal maritime 
powers atu1erting the right of ,passage thro.igh ttae Strait and 
Ou1£. A copy of tbi,e dcclara.tto.n baa beea slven -to you-r 
AmbasaadO!'. Such a declarati® could 'be an important s·tep 
both in relation to the· proc•odinga in the Sac:UJ"ity Cotm.cU 
and also 1'1 the event those proceedb:ag& do not lead to a 
succeasful outcome. 

https://offects.ve
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,A"e are also explortag on an urgent bast. tht1 B:dtieh 
tn1geetlon for the establlshment of an lnternatlonal na,'val 
preseDCe ln the area o! the Strait ot Tban.. As I said to, 
Mr. Eban, there 1& doubt th.a.ta nur.nber 0£ other maritime 
powers wow.d be w1Umg to take etep,a of this nature unless 
and :antll United Natloas processes. hav,e b,een exha\\&ted. 
'fle must contlm:te our efforts to mobUise lnterna-Uaoal 
support for this ellon. Our lea.derehlp ts. u.nanimoua that 
the UD.ited States should not move ln lsolaUon. 

On the matter of Ualson Uld co,r.nmunlcation. I believe our 
relations can be improved. We have completely and fullf' 
eschanged v-lews wlth Oenenl Amlt. 

We will remain in <:onUnaJ.ng communicatlou with Am.l>assador., 
Barman and Minister Evrcn bt;)re bl We,ahlDgto.n and va'b:te 
greatly the exchanges W'e are able to hu.vQ tb.rOQgh ·them with 
the Oover11ment o:£ Israel, a.a well as t~ouah Ambaasador­
Barbot1.r 1n Tel Aviv. 

Sln,cerely. 

Hla Excellency 
Levi Eshko! 
Pdme Mlnlste:r of Israel 

LBJ:State: WWR:HHS:m z 
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HI• BxceDeacJ 
Le91Balakol 
Pdme Mlalata• of. l•nel 

LBJ :State :WWll:ms 

DE(:LASSIFIED 
E.O. 13526, Sec. 3.5 

NLJ 1/-S~ 
By · NARA, Date..-!!~~ -



SECRET 

"1 have already publicly atated tbl• week ou vie•• 
on the aafety ol larael and oa the Stftlt of Tlru. 
Regarding the Stftlt, we plu to pureue vl1oroualy 
the meaeuqs which en be taken by maritime natlou 
to aaauo that the Strait and Oulf remain opea to !ree 
and lxanoceAt passage of the ve••els of all n.'ltton1. 

u1 must emphaatse the nec:eaaity for larael 11ot to 
make ltaell reapoaalble for the baltlaticm of ho1tllltles. 
Israel will aot be alon• unle•• it decide• to go aloue. 
Wo caJmot bnaglne that it will make tbla deciaion. ,-:~ .-t: ~ 

~pec~l "tv 11-.~ ~ ~ ~ ~ecA ~ +~~ ~teT~'"'} a{ ~~ :~ 
1 
~ 

IA-&eW Mr. Eb&n.~owd not !oreaoe then,_and I cauot now ,;y\.~ ~ t~i{
foresee, the apeclfic •tepa which may prove deairable and ~d. ~t -oLrL 
nec•••&rr• I explained that I want to do ••erythlng l can to ~ "T~~cc....... 
provide Ianel with effect1v• Americalll suppor!J 1 atresaecl "'4'1-f~t ,._, ~ 
too the ued to act in conce.rt with otbu aat!ou. particularly -,-i, ~ ~ r.~e.. .: 
~•~!f<!B£ m~t_!tn,.!, ,~~•· ~ jM~..!!W ";~'i~,r j 
~ now l;: the proceu of urgenily c · 1 the l•adere ol,;r \:t"J-: :_:=- i¼~. l 
· ~..!~ ~- ~~;.:..A l,,.~1 , ,.---y,,,,__,._- l 

We are 110\'lf engaged ln doing everytbbag we can thl-ough the ; 
Umted Nations. We ncopln the difficulties of ae~i111 
conau-ucUve action la the SeCUJ-lty Cov.n.cil, hut we azie COA• 

vtnced that the woi-ld organlsat!oa. which for the paat decade 
baa played a major ~ole ln the Middle East, mu1t make a 
real effort to diachal'ge its reaponaibllltiea !or the maintenance 
of peace. 

We ue moving ahead in our diplom·atic el£orta, !11 coo.cert 
with the Unf.ted K1Dsdom and with your diplomatic repreaenta­
tlvea, to secure a decluaUon by the principal maritime 
power• aaaert1a1 tho right o! paaaaao through the Strait and 
Ciulf. A copy of thia do.cluatlou ha.a beea atvea to yOU1' 
Ambaa•ador. Su.ch a declu&Uon could be an lmponan.t ltep 
both Sn relaticn. to the proceediag• In tho S.curity Council 
and alao tn the evaat those proceeding• do 11ot lead to a 
aucce11ful outcome. 

https://conce.rt
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TOP SECRET 

Saturday, June 3, 1967 
9:50 a. m. 

li..1r. President: 

I gather you lnqui.red last night about the 
Russian shlp, TURKESTAN. 

Sec. McNamara and Gen. Wheeler are 
now convinced that what happened is accurately 
described in this inessage. 

McNamara plans to have a full briefing 
this m.orning,on the basis of thlo message, in 
the Pentagon. State ,.,vlll handle the Soviet 
end of it• 

.Forwhat it is worth, I also find thla a 
persuasive account of what happened. 

W. W. Rostow 

TOP SECRET 

WWRostow:rln 
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FOR GEN MEYER. FOLL.O WI NG MESSAGE BEING TRANSMITTED GENSER CHANNELS: 

TURX!STAN INCIDENT (U) 

l, TWO · FL IG 7 S F•105 STRUCK IN THE ARE OF CAM PHA 9 K: N•FISH 
AtlO t!STER FL GHT S. XIN GFISH F'LIGHT EXPENDED 6 MARX 825 ON ·1 

lJ1HORIZ£D LOC A! 0BS7Z, COORDil~ATES 21 DEG 03 MIN N, 107 DEG 2 1 MI~ 
E ON ~urE NO , 18, SHIP WAS SF.EN BY XINGF !S FLIGHT AND rL IGH. WAS 
CA,VT I OtLD TO AV OI.D ATTACKING Ir. THERE WAS NO SIR AFlNG BY K .NGF r sH 
FL..16-HT,, BOMBS SRE· sE·~·N.VISUALLY IMPAC-TING · N ROAD .SEGt1ENr BY ALL . 
ME t.RSOF' THE ·F"L IGHT. ·;,· . 

2 ~ TESH.: FL IG HT AN rnoN HAND F'LIGHT, WAS TH ~: ONLY OTHER FL IG HT 
WHlCH 6XPEND·o ORDNANCE IN THE AREA. IT ATTACKED AN 85MM SITE 

.•FLA" LO~ ATE A"" 2 1 DEG 0~ MIN f~, 107 DEG 21:30 MINE AT 0847Z \flTH 
12 M~ 82S AND 4 CBU•2 • KA 71 FILM CONFIRMS CBU ORDANCE DETONATING 
ON FLAK SITES WITH NO DETONATIONS NEAR SHIP. SHIP WAS APPROXIMATELY 
3 ~- LES FROM THE FLAK SITE. TESTER FLIGHT DID NOT ENGAGE IN STRAFING 
• U' S.. 

j 9 90 TH S~RI KE FLIGHTS AND OTHER FLIG HT S TRANSITING THE AREA 
t<.EAOR ED INTENSE :37/57/85t~N F'LAK. THE CAP AI N OF' THE TURHESTAN 
~POR SAT 0840 THAT HE HAD BEEN STRUCX BY STRAFING AIRCRAfT . IN. 
AL L- f> BASIL TY, DAMAGE INFLICTED ON SOVIE'f SHIP AND THE ALLEGED 
CASUAL IT ES WERE CAUSED BY DEBRIS FROM THE HE AVY F"L A.< WH ICH 
WAS &El Nt, F'IREO AT U, S. AIRCRAFT ·r HRO UGHOU! THE ENT IRE pgR IOD 
~5-f6S50, 

4• TEST ER FLIGHT IN ATT ACKIHU FLAK SITE MADE IT P PASSES OVER OR 
NEAR T~E SH P. THEY WERE NO LOW CR THAN 99 000 tEET WH EN PASS . NG 
OVER f~£ SH P. . 

5 . : HE CnPTAIFMOF THE URKES!AN ACKNOWL ED GED THAT HIS S _p WAS 
STRAFED ~ NO:' •• 0MBED, " AHD INDICATED HE HAD B EEN FIRED ON B HIGH 
CALI RE MAC HI NE GUNS. THE TWO FLIGHTS, KI NGFISH AND TESTER ,
AS PREVIOUS Y STATED MADE NO STRAFING RUNS. THUSt IT APPEARS THAT 
THE C SUALT!ES SUFFER~D ON THE TURKESTAN WERE A RESULT OF THE VERY 
[NTEHSE ANT[ -A IR CR Arr FIRE THAT WAS TAKlNG PLACE DUR~ G THE GENERA~ 
TlMEPRAME Of 0835•08~0. 

'· TG 77. 0 02. 5362 AND 021640Z INDICATED CI NC PACF~.:; .: ~ CES 
• f NO~ ;I NVOLVED. THIS CONSITUTES FINAL REPORT•· 

I 

... GP•3 
·I 
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THE WHITE .HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

SEGRE'fl June 3, 1967 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

I am grateful for your letter of May 30. _I appreciate 
particularly the steadfastness with which the Government 
and people of Israel have maintained a posture of resolution 
and calm in a situation of grave tension. All of us under-

. stand how fateful the steps we take may be. I hope we can 
continue to move firmly and calmly toward a satisfactory 
solution. 

- Our position in this cr1s1s rests on two principles which 
are vital national interests of the United States. The first 
is that we support the territorial integrity and political 
independence of all of the countries of the Middle East. 
This principle has now been affirmed by four American 
Presidents. The second is our defense of the basic interest 
of the entire world community in the freedom of the seas. 
As a leading maritime nation, we have a vital interest in 
upholding freedom of the seas, and the right of pas sage 
through straits of an international character. ' -

As you know, the United States considers ~e-~£ of Aqaba 
to be an international waterway and believes that" the entire 
international maritime community has a substantial interest 
in assuring that the right of passage through the Strait of 
Tiran and Gulf is maintained. ;f 

I am sure that Foreign Minister Eban has reported to you 
the written statement which I had prepared and from .which 

_·1 
Ambassador Harman made notes during our meeting of 
May 26. The full text of that statement is as follows: 

j 

"The United States has its own constitutional processes 
which are basic to its action on matters invo1ving war 
and peace. The Secretary General has not yet reporred 
to the UN Security Council and the Coun~il has not yet 
demonstrated what it may or may not be able or willing 
to do although the United States will pres·s for prompt 
action in the UN. 

DECLASSIFmD 
AuthorityN~/4 p-J ).-fl (AJLJ 9;J.-1 I 
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11I have already publicly stated this week our views 
on the safety of Israel and on the Strait of Tiran. 
Regarding the Strait, we plan to pursue vigorously 
the measures which can be taken by maritime nations 
to as sure that the Strait and Gulf remain open to free 
and innocent passage of the vessels of all nations. 

"I must emphasize the necessity for Israel not to 
make itself responsible for the initiation of hostilities. 
Israel will not be alone unless it decides to go alone. 
We cannot imagine that it will make this decision. " 

I explained to Mr. Eban that I want to protect the territorial 
integrity of Israel and other nations in that area of the world 
and will provide as effective American support as possible 
to preserve the peace and freedom of your nation and of the 
area. I stressed too the need to act in concert with other 
nations, particularly those with strong maritime interests. 
As you will understand and as I explained to Mr. Eban, · 
it would be unwise as well as most unproductive for me to 
act without the full consultation and backing of Congress. 
We are now in the process of urgently consulting the leaders 
of our Congress and counseling with its membership. 

We are now engaged in doing everything we can th:rough the 
United Nations. We recognize the difficulties of securing 
constructive action in the Security Council, but we are con­
vinced that the world organization, which for the past decade 
has played a major role in the Middle East, must make a 
real effort to discharge its responsibilities for the maintenance 
of peace. 

We are moving ahead in our diplomatic efforts, in concert 
· with the United Kingdom and with your diplomatic representa­
tives, to secure a declaration by the principal maritime 
powers asserting the right of passage through the Strait az:.d 
Gulf. A copy of this declaration has been given to your 
Ambassador. Such a declaration could be an important step 
both in relation to the proceedings in the Security Council 
and also in the event those proceedings do not lead to a 
successful outcome. 

---------- -·-- - - -------
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We are also exploring on an urgent basis the British 
suggestion for the establishment of an international naval 
presence in the area of the Strait of Tiran. As I said to 
Mr. Eban, there is doubt that a number of other maritime 
powers would be willing to take steps of this nature unless 
and until United Nations processes have been exhausted. 
We must continue our efforts to mobilize international 
support for this effort. Our leadership is unanimous that 
the United States should not move in isolation. 

On the matter of liaison and communication, I believe our 
relations can be improved. We have completely and fully 
exchanged views with General Am.it. 

We will remain in continuing communication with Ambassador 
Harman and Minister Evron here in Washington and value 
greatly the exchanges we are able to have through them with 
the Government of Israel, as well as through .Anlbas sador 
Barbour in Tel Aviv. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Levi Eshkol 
Prime Minister of Israel 

. - - - ---·- --- --- -------· --- ----·---- ·--- --~-------
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MEMORANDUM 

THE W H ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

··.•c:o:MFIDENTIAL 
June 3, 1967 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: · Security Council Meeting 

In a three-and-a-half hour meeting, the Security Council heard 
further inconclusive debate. Mo.st notable were Fedorenko's cold-war 
allegations, ranging from the Bay of Pigs to Vietnam. 

Rafael started the session with a d efense of the Israeli legal case. 
Tarabanov of Bulgaria congratulated the Security council on its 'a.ttit-4d e 
of calm", implying a salutary rejection of U. S. efforts to induce action. 

Syria, Morocco, Saudi Arabia and Mali present ed pro-Arab 
arguments. Fedorenko repeated his allegations about t h e Cuban missile 
crisis, den ounced the "criminal U. S. bombing" of the S. S. Turkestan, 
and said our actions deprive us of the moral right to come to the Security 

.l Council with proposed solutions. 

Seydou x of France said there should be no voting on any resolu­
tions wh ile we all seek detente and a unanimously agreed formula. 

Goldberg answered Fedorenko on Cuba, the S. S. Turkest an, 
A,merica 1s free press, and America's impartiality in the cris i s. Et_.o,ia 
svpported the French proposal. 

Fedorenko answered Goldberg again, tal king about Cuba, the l••• 
•~clear bomb off Palomares, naval incident s, the Bay of Pigs, the 
Dominican Republic, U. S. efforts to drown the Vietnamese peopl.e in 
1,1t,od, American piratical acts against the S. S. Turkestan, napalm, etc. 
This speech was the most sarcastic and abusive heard against the U. S. ill 
the current debate. 

. . Goldberg briefiy retorted that we would not descend to such a 
cold-war tactic, and the meeting adjourned - - on stand-by call- - until 
Monday at 3 p. m. 

W. W. Rostow 
C GM:P'!flEN'PI:Pt :b DECLASSIFIID 

Aut ority/fL(l <f'a -It, o 
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Presidential Measage to the OECD on the ZOth Anniveraary 
of the Marshall Plan, to be dellvered by Governor Harriman 

Twenty years ago a great Amerlc:=an Secretary of State, George Mar.shall, 

~_,.t peaceful revolutlon of the Twentieth Century. His proposal 

that the United States joln with Europe ln tho enormous task of rebuilding 

that war-ravaged continent marked the beginning of a. bold new experiment 

in International cooperatlo.n. "Our policyt O he said, "ls directed not 

again.st any country or doctrine but against poverty, hunger, desperation, 

and chaos." 

Working together, Europe and America defeated these ancient enemies, 

and laid the foundation f·or an era of prosperity and growth unmatched in 

history. Success was not inevitable. It took energy, imagination, and 

courage on both sides or the Atlantic. 

These qualities still abound, both in Europe and Ame·rica. Our task 

now is· to mobilize them in the battle against the "poverty, hunger. despera­

tion and che.1>s" that still afflict most oi mankind. Today's challenge is 

more stubborn. more complex and fully a.s urgent as that of 1947. 

We must continue to improve the international economic and financial 

arrangements which have served us so well and are so important to our 

continued prosperity. 

We must maintain the vitality of the institutions we have created !or 

the maintenance of peace and security throughout the world and the 

commitm.ents in which they are rooted. 

https://again.st


V{e must continue to work to bridge the gap that st-ill divides Eaat 

from West., 

We must joln hands to promote the growth, 1n peace and freedom, o! 

the developing countries. It ls here that the challenge ls most urgent and 

the penalttles of failure most pabuul. 

Together we built a new Europe !rom the ruins of war. Let us now 

resolve to\ · work together for a world at peace, free of poverty, hunger, 

and disease. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Friday, June 2, 1967, 5: 35 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

At Tab A, for your approval, is a warm 
message to the OECD on the 20th Anniversa~y 
of the Marshall Plan. 

The OECD will sponsor the only official 
observance of the anniversary by the Marshall 
Plan countries. Governor Harriman, Paul 
Hoffman and Bill Foster will represent the U.S. 
at the June 5 ceremony. If you approve, 
Harriman will deliver the message for you. 

Francis M. Bator 

OK to send messageL 

No 

Speak to me 
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Friday, June 2, 1967, 5:35 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

At Tab A, for your approval, is a warm 
message to the OECD on the 20th Anniversau 
of the Marshall Plan. 

The OECD will sponuor the only official · 
observance of the anniversary by the Marshall 
Plan countries. Governor Harriman, Paul 
Hoffman and Bill Foster ,vill represent the U.S. 
at the June 5 ceremony. I£ you approve~ 
Harriman will deliver the message for you. 

Francis M. Bator 

OK to send message 

No 

Speak to me 
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PROPOSED MESSAGE 

Twenty years ago a great American Secretary of State, George 

Marshall, started the great peaceful revolution of the Twentieth Century. 

His proposal that the United States join with Europe in the enormous 

task ol rebuilding that war-ravaged continent marked the beginning of a 

bold new experiment in international cooperation. nour policy, 11 he said, 

11 is directed not against any country or doctrine but against poverty• hunger, 

desperation, and chaos.'' 

Working- together, Europe and America de&tated these ancient enemies, 

and laid the foundation !or an era of prosperity and growth unmatched 

in history. Success was not inevitable. It took energy, imagination, 

and courage on both sides of the Atlantic. 

Thesequalities still abound, both in Europe and America. Our task 

now is to mobilize them in the battle against the "poverty, hunger, despera­

tion and chaos" that still afflict .:, most of mankind. Today's challenge is 

more stubborn, more complex and lully as urgent as that of 1947. 

We must continue to improve the international economic and financial 

arrangements which have served us so well and are so important to our 

continued prosperity. 

We must continue to work to bridge the gap that still divides East 

from West. 

And most important, we must join hands to promote the growth of the 

developing countries. It is here that the challenge is most urgent and the 

penalties of failure most painful. 



Together we built a new Europe irotn the ruins of war. Let us 

now resolve to work together for a world lree of poverty, hunger and 

disease. 



THE WHITE HOUSE ' P;U/J·);)µ() . 
. WASHINGTON b ~ 

June 3, 1967 

Mr • .President: 

Herewith Nasser's response, 

quite uncompromising. 

Willing to receive our Vice­

Pres ident or send his, Mohieddin, 

Anderson's nominee. 

Sec. Rusk and I ag~ee we 

should proceed to get Mohieddin 

here. 
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RECD: JUN-·2, 1967.F~ AMFMBASSY C~IRO 
TO SFCSTATE '41~.SHDC If'1f'1-EDIATE 6:20PM 
ST ATE GRNC
BT . 
S- E C R E T CAIRO g397 

NOD IS 
, 

l. F.OLLO\il!~JG IS TEXT UAR FOREIGN . OrFICE "UNOFFICIAL 
TRANSLATION" -OF LFTTER TO PRFSIDENT JOHNSON FROM PRESIDENT 
GAMAL ~8DUL NASSER.NYITH REFFRENCE PENULTIMATE 
PARAGRAPH, WAS EXPLICITLY ASSURED BY 

1 

FOREIGN MINISTER . 
RI-AD THAT IT WAS UP TO PRESIDENT 

1

J0HNSON TO DECIDF 
WHETijER TO SEND VICE PRES I DENT HUMPHREY HERE OR INVITE 
VICE PRESIDE~T MOHIEDDIN TO GO TO WASHINGTON, WITH NO 
EXPRESSION OF UARG pq£FC:RENCE. WHILE WAITING FOR 

.- TYPING TO BE COMPLETED, Et-lJOYED LONG PLE'ASAtrr CONVERSATION . 
FOREIGN MINISTER RIAD ON NON POLITICAL MAT1£RS. ~JLL POUCK 

· ORIGINAL LETTER IM ARABIC AND FOREIGN OFFICE . 
TRANSLAT I o~.J. TEX T FOLLOWS: 

2. C~ IRO , .. ._JUtJf 2 ,. t 9~7. \'.:EAR PRZS I DENT, 
·"' · ·,; • . :1, ..,.. 

- ----.,.------···- ·- ·• .. 

~ ~~! WELCOf·1E YOUR INIT.lATI.VE .HJ WR iT I~G 1J) Mf J)N THE" . . . 
f 'lCURRENT . sf'i'tri~T°I ON IN -.-THE ARAB HOMZ~ND • .FOR, HOWEVER · 

DIST ANT THE POI NT OF AGREEME NT BETWEEN US StEMS FROM T Hf 
SCOPE 0F0UR OUTLOOK AT THE PRESENT STAGE, I AM CONVINCED 
THAT ANY JOit-JT ENDEAVOR ON OUR PARi TO ESTABLlSH COMMUNICATION 
OF THOUGHT, MIGHT Af LEAST CONTRIBUTE TO DISSIPATE . 
PART OF THE ARTIFICIAL CLOUDS INTENDED TO DEPICT T~F 
EXERCISE OF RIGHT AS A SIN AN]) THE RIGI-IT OF DEFENSF 
AS AGGRESSION. . 

-4. IT WOULp_ BE TJSEFUL IN THE ASSESSME~T OF' CURRENT' . 
EVENTS, TO VIE W THEM IN THEIR CHRONOLOGICAL At.lD LOGICAL 
ENT IT y t TO AV oro MTSUNDE'RSTAMOI NG AND "MAl<E A SOUND, 'REASONABLE' 
.A.ND F'AIR EVALUATION Or THE FACTS \1JE FACE.r- . •;;; . 
5. HENCE:> I SHALL TRY TO SET FORTH A NUMBER QF FACTS 
WHICH I WOUl.D 1ERM AS P~El.IMINARY: 

•' 

. D£CI.AsmmD· 
Authority lll-,j a--1</t 
By~. NARA. Daae_ t.-Y-fl 

https://INIT.lATI.VE
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6 .. Fr::~sT : · iT !S ESSEN"iIAL THAi WE GO BACK TO THE FEW 
D~YS WHICH PRFCEDFD THE MEASURES WHICH THE U~ITED ~~AB 
REPUBLIC T00¥HJF LATE AND TO RECALL THE DANGEROUSLY9 

AGGRESSIVE SIT UATION CRE ATED BY THE ISRAELI AUTHORITIES 
VIS-A-VIS THE SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLICt, THE HOSTILE · THREA·.ts 
J:;~·ocLo. n f~DEfY A NUMBER OF ISRAEL I LEADERS., '.:Ai:0 ,;i'HE 
ACC0MP;~NYl~G MASS TROOP ·cotJCEtJlRA110NS OM THE SYRIA N 
.BORDER ' IN PRf PARAi ION FOR AN IMMINENT AGGRESSION ON SVRIA. 
:Tr ':J.6.S ONLY NATURAL "THEN, THAT THE UNITED ARA8 REPUBLJC . 
'SHOULD ASSUME HER RESPONSI8ILIT1ES A~D 7Al<E ALL MEASURES NECESSARY .FOR 
DEFENSE AND TO DETER T~E 'PLANNED AGGRESSION AGAINST OUR 
COUNTRIES. 

7. SECOND: DEFENSE .MEASURES TAKEN 8Y T}ff UNITE)) ARAB REPVBLlC 
MADE IT IMPERATIVE 'THAT OUR ARM[D FORCES tfOV! "TO . 
THEIR ADVANCED POSITIONS ON THe OBRDER TO BE ABLE TO COPE 
WITH DEVELOPMENTS AND THROUGH THEIR VERY PRESENCE FOIL 
ISRAEL'S PREMEDITATED· INVASION. URG£D SY OUR CONC£RN 
roR THE UNITED tJATIOtJS EMERGENCY FORCES .. WE FOUND rt 
IMPERATIVE THAT THEY SHOULD WITHDRAW: SUCH lfAS a1:c·<Jfe 
~UR J:INAL posrrro.-t ON THt M~TT£R. ' . 

8.. iHIRD: FOLLOWING TJfE WITWORAWAL OF TNE UN£F, rt 
\tlAS OtJL Y LOGICAL THAT THE UNITED ARAB fl£PUBLIC ARME1> 
F.CRC£S SHOULD OCCUPY THEIR POSITIONS, AHl>N8 WHTCH WAS lHE' ..'4 

Af{.EA OF SHARN EL SHE"IKH OVERLOOl(ING THE ·srRAITS OF TIRAN. .. 
IT WAS £'QUALLY LOGICAL THAT WE EXERCISE OUR ESTA8LISl£0 · i,i 
SO./ IERE"IGN RIGHf S_O_N ME STRAITS AND ON. ou~--TERRffoiiiAL --·-.-,-
\./ATE-RS IN ·THE GULF. .. . ~-~· , · •-,,:. .,; 

' . , ·, . -~. 

9. HERE AGAIN, I WISH TO TAK£ YOU A FEW YEARS BACK TO 
THE TRIPARTITE AGGRESSION· ON EGYPT: WE STILL RECALL 
WITH APPRECIATION, T i-{E F'A IP. POSiT I ON ADOPTED BY YOUR 

-;-r,Cou,,,~~y 1V,·1 IT1 'n_J h..:liAK,... D -o1 -1 Ur,;-•" ,!... A·\"'~R,-"; ~'1,.~::....~,....C:I. ON .. 

10~ PRIOR TO THE AGGRESSION 1 THE UNITED ARA6 
REPUBLte EXERCTSED ITS ESTABLISHED LEGAL RIGHTS WITK 
REGARD TO ISRAELI SHIPP ING I~J THZ. STRAJTS AND THE QU\.F •· 
THESE RIGHTS A~E INDISPUTABLE. FOLLCWING T~ DEPARTURE 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCY FORCES AND THEIR REPLAC£MF~T <~ 
BY OUR ARMED FORCES ltJ THE ARFA , TT IIAS UNTHINKABLE THAT . .- %-
ISRAEL I SHIPPJ~ OR STRATEGIC NATE/HALS DESTINED FOR . ·_/ 
lSRAEL BE ALLOWED PASSAGE. OUR POSI7ION THEREQ~i, IN;4- f;' 

SECRE'f 

https://THREA�.ts
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IT ION TO IL Y BE I NG LEGIT I MATE L Y EST ABLI SHED ,· IT I NDEE D · 
A 1M S P."f REMOVING THE LAST. VESTIGF OF THE -TRIPARTITE° 
AGGRFSSION, IN CONSONANCE WITH T~E MORAL PRINCIPLE WHICH 
RULES THAT NO AGGRESSOR BE REW~RDED FOR HIS AGGRESSION • . · 

. . 

l l" ·HJ ALL TH! MEASURIS WE HAYE ADOPTED IN OEFE'N:SE OF OUR 
L;.-~ND AND OUR RIG :=~fS; WE HAVE UNDERLINED TWO POINTS: 
-12·0 . --F"UM s·r·:·--THt.-:-Wf -sWl[t-~-EFt~ D OUR SE[VE"s--A""eA INST .Afiy______ _ 
A{lGRESSI ON, wITH ALL OU~ .- ~-=~.-:-3 .s.:-~..:. po~entla.li"tie:i. ' . 

13. SECOND: THAT WE' SHALL CONTINUE TO ALLOW ·nJtJoCENT -· 
PA9SAGE OF FOREIGN SHIPPING IN OUR TERRITORIAL WATERS~ 

14. TH~SZ ARE ~~c:s ~ELEV ANT TO T~E Di REC? POSITI
. • 

_ON 
.P..RO .C~..AI WI D BY T~-: ~ UNin~s ARA.B :~ EP 'USLIC' AND WHICH WE FEEL 
:AFFORD NO GROG~:) -Fot--sc~-1'.t ·tcY CREATE A CLIMATE OF CR:tsts CR 
TO LA UNC ;..; tHAT PHSYCHOLOGI CAL CPJ1PAIGN AGAINST . u_s,. 

15. W\-iILE THIS CAMPAIGN TA KES ON NEW DIMENSIONS AND 
FORMS WE NOTICE COM?LETE AND REGRETTABLE OVERLOOKING OF 
A NUM82R 0~ OTHER F~CTS WHICH I WISH TO TERM AS 8ASIC.R 
THESE ARE THE VERY FACTS .WKIC~ CAR~Y FULL WEIGHT ON 
CURRENT EVENTS AND WILL CONT!~UE TO HAVE TH[IR 
BEARING ON THE FUTURE UNTIL ALL APPRECCWTSYTHEM FULLY 
.A.ND ASSESS -THEIR DIMf NSIONS AND ROOTS. HERE I SHALL 
REFER TO -rwo FACTS: . )>· ~:·.: _.-•... l _ ,:_,~,-:;· 

l<S. F'IRST: THE RIGHTS · or THE ARAB PEOPLE ·•'oF· PALE~-{NE. 
IN OUR VIEW, THIS IS THE. .MOST IMPORTANT FACT THAT SHOULD BE 
RECOGNIZfD .. AN AGGRE.SS 

0 

IVE ARMED FORCE :wAS ABLE TO .ou·sr THA"T 
.PE.OP.LE _FR_Qt-1_1HE.IR__COUNTRY_ Ai\!! REDUCE THEM TO ReFuGEES ON 
1HE BORDERS. 07 ·~xzrR HC:-r.=:LAND.. . , 

17 • .TODAY TME F'0RCES OF AGGRZSSI 0~l IMPEDE TME ARAB . 
PEOPLE •s ESTABLTSHFD RIGMT OF' RETUR~l AND LIFE IN THFIR ·HJMFL~~TD, 
DESPITE THE UN RESOLUTIONS, Tl-iE LAST or v.'HICH v.TAS ADOPTED L.ti.ST 
YEAR., . . . 

ts .. 1HE . SECONC FACT IS REL~TED TO ISRAEL ·s POS.ITiON TOWARDS 
THE ftRMISTICE AGREEMENTS: A POSITION REPR'ESENTEJ) NOT . 

_ME.RE.lL6.Y...JJ:fE.__c_ows.lAN."L..Y...1.nL.tl.LQN. _Q_F__TK0S. _E__A.GREEME.rTS, __ BUT_ _ 
.WHICH HAS GONE AS FAR AS TO DENY .THEIR PRESENCE AND ltE'f:USE 
1'0 ADHERE l 0 THEM. IT HAS EVF~ CiONE AS FAP AS TO OCCUPY 
'THE DEMILilARIZED !.ONES, OUST THE UN OBSERVERS A>'D hlSULT 
_THE tNTERN.Ai[ONAL ORGANIZATION AND ITS FLAG • 

•
1'9. THOSE ARE TWO BASIC FACTS vlHICH SHOULD BE' CONSIDE'RED 
IN THE ASSESSMENT · Oi TODAY'S EVENTS AND DEYE:LOP"1E~S.• 

t'OLTE 
Sl 1 · 

https://FR_Qt-1_1HE.IR
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2~ 'J . t:'IR~OU URCZ 7E:rr u~ Pu"'; THE PAST ASIDE AJ~D-
. ENDEAVOR TO'BSSCUE THE ~!DDLE EAST OR RATHER THE ijHOLE 

HUMAN COMMUNITY lHROUGN 7HE AVOIDAWCE OF HOSTILITIES. 
HERE, ALLOW ME TO REFER TO THE. POLlCY OF THE UNITED AR,~B 
RE:?UBLIC WHrCH 'DOES Nor RESTRICT HERSLEF TO PLACING WORLD 

· FEACE AS AN 0BcJ:ZCI IVE, BUT GOES BEYOND THAT AfJI> 
ASSUMES A POSITIVE ROL£ 0~ WHICH I · no NOT WI9H TO 
::LABC.RAiE LEST I SHOULD MRDER OM. THE AREA OF SELF­
G"'r..ORIFICATION.;i AS FOR ENDEAVORS TO AVOID M!L11"ARV 

-_ OPERATIONS, I HAVZ BUT TO EMPHASIZE WHAT l MAVE ·ALREADY 
DECLARED THAT THE MEASURES WE HAVE ADOPTED WERE IMPOSED 
BY THE FORCES OF ASSRESSlO~ Am') 'THEIR CONCEIT A S WZl. AS 
BY THEIR BELIEF THAT THEY HAVE REACHED THE STAGE w'HE~E 
''il~~y COULD Ir-iPOSE THi ~fl AGGRESSIVE POLICY• YET, OfJ;~ FORCES 
HJJ,71 NOT :rnn~!t-.!ED ~ ~j'f ACGRESSIVE ACT, BUT IJO DOUBT, WE . 
SHALL RESIST WITH ALL OUR POTENTIALITIES ANY AGGRESSION . 
LAUNCH£D AGAINst' US OR AJ~INST ANY ARAB STA1'Eu 

.:;'f.,~·-, . 
22 ~ s::cmt) ~ vcu:1 OBSEJ~V AT ION THAT THE CONFLICTS OP OUR Tna:: 
CANWOT ~E SC/'...VED 3Y TKE CROSSINGS OF FRO~TIERS WITH AFMS 
tJ~D r-m~ 1-n:mzj ! s:-t;R:: YOUR V~EW@ YET, .WE J fAVE TO SZE HOU 

. ··: 

P.~~£2~ :~ RUZZ:}C,:; 85978/2 S g C 1r, r. I.. _ ... 
THIS PRINCIP'LE ! S :;PPLiED ro EVERY CASE. ·IF YOU AR~ 
REFERRING TO THE CROSSING OF THE DEMARCATIO~ LINES BY 
SOME INDIVIDUALS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLEON I WOULD 
u~~G2 r:-Gr Ii·1PO'ff£ .~L~C :i: G? CONSIDERI~G THIS ASPECT IN THE 
G~NER~~z.. PZ::~~SPECiIVZ u? 'fHE QUESTION OF PALES~f !NEe HERA 
ALSO, :i HAY P,SK HOU Fl~l~ ANY GOVERNMENT IS ABLE TO 
CONTROL THE FEEL!NGS 0l r,WRE THAN <>ME MILLI~N PALESTIN!P.NS 

. \il-\0, FOR Tt·JENTY YE~1~S , THE IN'TERNA11ONAL' cor.mtmr:y -- WHOSl:: 
RZS:--G~SIBILrrv HEREIN rs INESCAPABLE -- HAS FAILED TO SEcu:~£ 
·tHEIR RETURN TO THE IR HOMELANDo 'THE UN GENERAL 
ASSEMB:.~, - M::::;;:ZL'/ ·,,CONFim.Js ·,THAT RlSHT; . AT .':EVERY SESS ION~ 

SFCBET 

https://M::::;;:ZL'/�,,CONFim.Js
https://PALESTIN!P.NS
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THECROS"SI616 OF THI: DEMARCATIO)l L.INES BY SOME PALE:ST!Ni t:iN 
IUDIVIOUAL lS, tN POI~T OF FAC"r MERELY A MlUJIFESTATION 
Cf:' ANGERS~ WHICH THOSE PEOPLE ARE NATURALLY POSSESSED 
AS T\.lEY MEET WITH TH£ E='ULL DEtJI AL OF THEIR RI GHTS BY 
THE 1NTERNAi10NAL COMMU~I.lY, At-1D f3Y !HE POt1ERS tJ!-l!CH 
SID£ WITH ISRAEL :- ~-;) .:ss:: sr IT f:J~!E~!~l.l.Y AND i·10R&LLY • 

:~,'.S o WHATEVER OUR ATTEMPiS TO -DIVIDE !HE AS?ECTS CF THE 
PROBLEM, IT rs IMPERA~_~ !Vl !N THE END THAT WE RETURN TO 
ITS ORIS IM PJtD FUNJP.l.JENTULS S> NAME:LY THE RIGHT OF 

. ::J1.1~: 
I • 

f -• , ... 

~~ . 

. I 
, f 
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THE WH I T E Hou~ 
WASHINGTON 

June 3, 1967 

This French report of the 

1M:JM'd Df our recent Hanoi bombing 

is ••Y'tlt pondering. 

WwR 
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01JAI RECEIVED FO\.LOWING MESSAGE DATED MAY 25 FROM HANOI: 

., QTE ~EGIN .· TRANSLA-;t'IOr~ ,. -·• .. : _:,· · 

- · . I T;\LKED vJITH _· s~_.;VE~;~ti:·cHI!E~s:.OF . MISSION /\BOUT THE NEW SITUATION . 
!' CRE.~TED ·BY THE BOMBINGS· OF H.AMoI.· ALL BELIEVE THAT THE 

"ESCALP.T IOfJ'' · WILL: HENCEFORTH CONTINUE. OP PJIONS MERELY 
. DIF'FE.R A'S TO THE RHYTHM OF' ESCALATION AND AS TO THE TYPE.OF' 
T;.\RGETS. PERHAPS t THE . AMERICMlS WILL Mow OBSERVE A FAIRLY LONG 

. . . ' .· ' . .. ' · _::.'_· . 

~J:> . : -. • :~: itt;:~~tD~t\~{tt/~I}·: '. i\) . ·· 
0 

Pft.GFC)2 RUFN.CR 1976·4. s E C R' E ~ MARIA TH_REE_...1 ... : . - .', ·'· - ~ ' - -- · -'· - - --­

PAUSE. BUT · Llr:k.S.,3:N:E-ARL't:t CERTAnf~TirAr·"AMERICAlJ . AVIATiO~J '.:JILL ·­
_RET Ufrn,..,TO., BO~m,~-THE,·. ELE.CTRIC.':. POWER ~STATIOr·f UNTI[ ' IT- rs -- ~c-oN?-t;E·TtI:Y 
:;iSTR _OYEtf'.:rus- ··PLAMES WILL .ALSO HIT · DELIB ER AT ELY OR- NOT, .. . . 
TH~ -~ATER PLANT YlncH IS LOCATED NEAR THE POWER STATION. THE ' 

. r-:EXT· T A-RG.ET ~1IGHT / 3E THE DOlH1ER BRIDGE OR THE RAILROAD . ; 
STATI6N~ ACCORD~MG TO - THE MAJORITY OF PEOPLE _· I TALKED TO, 
AI~?ORT OF GIA-LAM WOULD ONLY BE ATTAC~ED AT THE END. ONE CANNOT 
i'•1AKE ANY FOR~CA$.TS ·As. TO POSSIBLE ATTAC}( ON THE DIKES ·WHICH . · 

..... .... ., ~ IN ANY CASE, _WOULD.. NOT TAKE PLACE BE'F'ORE THE MO?·-JTH OF JUi.Y • 
-. .· .1. ' ' . . . ·• .-_ .-, • . """ •.. ~ . -· ..-~\".·~ ·•·. ' 

. . . :.~..--~~:. · ' . r ·• - : ,:f.•'- 't ·i · ·! J....·r•.: ·_ . .. . ' . ' ,t .,. i ·. ;". 

·uNrI~ NO0 AMtRICA~ AVIATION AP?EARS TO HAVE TAKEN CERTAIN ' RISKS 
I M HMWI !if TRYING TO HIT THE. TARGET WHICH . WAS .ASS1GNED • . ' 
IN WHA1 ONE MIGHT CALL . THE FIRST -STAG_E OF THE . AERIAL OPERATIONS . 
/'.!~GP1HJSt, THE CAPITAL: (ATTACKING OF SOME WELL. DEF'iNED TARGETS) ,· 
THE ONLY :RISKS T~E POPULATION FACED RESULTED FROM . · 
INEVITA3LE."ERRORS" ~-..,.· .. -- .·., . .,.. · 

. · . . ·-~:.. : ·, ,.·-~ · t....-~,... · ·_ _•:._ ··,,' * "i '!'-, -;~k~ .. · · 1. DEC S 
E.0~ 1 5 .c. 3.6 

-,. NLJ -it....A-~ -".'---

. • By i.v ' _,____,_-n 

https://FOR~CA$.TS
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IF T~:~ f;•ERICAi·. jS PERSIST HJ THEIR POLICY OF FORC2 THEY COULD 
LP.TSR ?20CEED TO A SEcor,m PHASE Cl~Ar!,~CTI:fHZED I3Y ·r:--rE SYST~r;ATIC 
DESTRUCTION CF I~?bRTA~T BUILDINGS LEADING PROGRESSIVELY TO 
DESTRUCT I O~J OF ENT IRE PARTS OF TOWN. -Ti-i-I~,..t;:AS.,.-. nti~--C:ASlt FO'R . !1''M1 
DI mr M:0 TR.~mr-ffOA, Slico;-m At-JD FOU~TH LARG·EST ·.c!T!Es:· OF"" -N'ORTrf' _· 
V!E.; NAM WHICH ARE now MORE nrP.~.f. Ht-.LF' DESTROYED • . 

,. _,,,,. . 
, 

P/'1GZ ,.) ;;U?r~G:1 . 19764 S E C . R i T ~:·L!\RIA T:--::1:::2.- ·c• 

I lC10'o.' FROM !!~ SURE SOURCS THAT S;t ·HAi-!OI AUTHO!HTIES' E.XPSCT 
T!!.~ 7 -:-v~r'""."U" 1 ITY A'S ... on T"~ pn-::-c-;;-PJ'i T'' 17 ~r.--opt ~ I S?O'(l7"• • 1.·. - - · · - ·•·' • - .-...... . e r •·•· ..1..- • \ -..J - , • • ' ~ J:. !"""'..,. ._i.;.. J 4,;. 

TC P.R'E"tf:JEOCCUPIED ES?ECIALL Y t:.1ITH THE D~.i-!GERS WHICH ARE 
ImrEFH:):·iT I ~J r-. POSSIBLE CBREA!<DO~·HD OF THE . . 
l,•!/\TEP. sure.LY' 'ELECTRICITY MJD f,QOD SUPPLY. THEY ARE MULTIPLYING 
STEPS FOR-1HE PROTECTI.ON AG,U~1JST B0~·1I3INGS Mrn ARE COMPLAINHJG • 
/\BOUT CONSiDERABLE DIFF'ICULTIES Tl.IESE BOr·mP:Gs CAUSE worm OF 
T:!EIR M{SSIONS •.HOWEVER , COr-lCLUS IOi·JS THEY. DRP,W DIFFER 
cmiPLETELY. THE AMBASSADORS FROM COMMUMIST COUNTRIES TELL ME 
TH.U, CO~JF"IDENT_. . I°N FORESIGHT OF'- VIETf-Il\MESE AUTHORITIES, THEY 
ARE MERSLY WAITitJG FOR . DIRECTIVES FRQl,1 TH!:!: VIEnJAMESE. THE OTHERS, 
LESS DISCIPLINED ADMIT-THAT THEY A~E CONCERNED. THE INDOESIAN 
C!·L~R.GE D • AFFAIRES WROTE TO 'DJAKARTA THAT IF BOMBINGS COrJTINUE 
f-1T THE SM1lE RATE,, HIS WORK ··wILL NO LONG _ER BE POSSIBLE. 
TEE CHARGE' D' AFFAIRES OF THE U. A. -R. JUST SH1P'LY ASi(ED FOR 
T:::: E:VP~CUATION~ OF ·HIS POST. TH _E BRITlSH CONSUL LIMITED H!i1SELF 
TQ DESCRIBING INSUFFICIENT STEP~ TAKE~ REGARDING THE WATER 

. PS03LE~i. HE FELT THAT THE BREAl<DOW:J OF THE NORMAL WATER SUPPLY 
SYSTE~ VOULD MAkE LIFE IMPOSSIBLE FOR FOREidNERS · A~D MIGHT 
BECOME DANGEROUS FOR HEALTH REASONS. UNQUTE END TRANSLATION. 
G?-1 BOHLEN ' .
BT . - /. _.· 

f . 
I . 

. :1 

f 

... 1 

! 



Friday, J'un.e 2, 1967 
7:55 p~m. 

Mr. President: 

Mo·re on the electric power 
bombing in Hanoi -- thls tune trom.. 
the French. 

w. W. Rostow 

Paris 19661 . 
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INCOMEJG TELEGRAM Department of State 
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I 

~~ .R 0117312 JUN 57 f 5:35 PM 
FM Af1E~1B ASSY' PAR IS 

T TO 'SECSTATE WASHDC .. ... .,. ·y 
.,, ST ATE GR NC -- ---• . 

'-·c~T 
.s· Ei: C ~ i T-PARIS 19661 

.Qiof~~~ 
'. suSJECP:' us BOMBING OF DRV 

Q~AI RECEIVED FOLLOWING, MESSAGE FROM HANOI DAT(D·MAY 27: 
'\ _., 

I BEGIN TRANSLATION: HANOI IS -STILL PREPARING ITSELF FOR OTHER 1 
I :; G}18H-'GS BUT NOBODY CAN TELL WHEN THEY WILL TAKE PLACE. I NOTICED\ 

Y ~STERDAY' THAT NE·w SHELTERS WERE DUG IN THE GARDEN OF THE MINISTRY .,I 
C? FOREIGN AFFAIRS. IN DIRECTION OF RAILROAD STATION, MANY · . \

l C~MENT CYLINDERS . WERE _BEING _BUILT AS INDIVIDUAL, AIR RAID SHELTERS.\ 
I iT.--: E BO MB I NG S· CO NT.I NU E ON THE CENTRAL REG IO NS O_F DR V AND SI NC E . 1l SZVER AL DAYS AGO ALSO ON ,THE HAIPHONG. . - . , /~ 
.\ .: i 

' \ 
~ \ 

PAGE 2 RUF NCR 19 6 6 1 S ! C R ! ~ ~ \ 

J 

,THE NORTH VIETNAMESE PRE~S NOTES THEM WITHOUT DESCRIBING THEM, , \ 
A~D IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO KNOW WI1H PRECISION THEIR EFFECT. AIR i 
P..LERTS REMAIN DAILY EVENTS IN HANOI. THERE WAS ONE ON TUESDAY, .l 
MAY 23, WHICH WAS A DAY OF T~UCE IN THE SOUTH. A ·REtc·NNAISANCE ) 
PLANE Wti.·s · SHOT DOHN. THERE WERE FOUR , ALERTS THE NEXT DAY, C'tE: .ON ·1 
THURSDAY THE ·25TH, FOUR THE 25TH, AND SIX SINCE THIS MORNING C27TH)j 
P..S A RESULT OF THE SECOND BOMBING TODAY THE ELECTRIC CURRENT HAS :-·t 
EEE~l CUT. · HAIPHONG WAS BOMBED THE 25TH A.ND 26TH. THE AMERICAN ] 
,HIGH C,0Mi1AND STATES THAT THE POWER STATION HAS BEEN ATTA.CKED. · · ..~J 

~ THE DRV TALKS Ir~ TERMS OF AN ATTACK ON R--ESIDENTIAL ·QUARTERS. . ' 
.00T H SJ AT EMiNTS ·_ARE UNDOUBTEDLY CORRECT.· THE PRESS TH IS MORN I NG 'ji 

J STATES ON THAt OCCASION THAT THE 100TH ENEMY AIRCRAFT WAS SHOT . l 
:1 DOWN.OVER HAIPHONG. . . 

US PLANES ALSO ATTACKED TWO DAYS IN A ROW THE PROVINCE OF. HA . 
I BAC. I EELIEVE THAT THE . TARGET WAS AG~IN :H E ADMINISTRATIVE 
! 
I 

i- . CE ( ?~R ·OF LIEU BAC ~IANG WHERE A LARGE ELEdTRIC POWER STATION 1S . · 
7 LO:ATED. PERHAPS T.HE AMERICANS HAVE UNDERTAKEN ' TO DESTROY . . .. 

SYSTEl"JTICALLY ALL eo~~-~-_STATIONS. END , TRANSLATION • . · . - - ,.,.. .,. ...~---··-.;; ] ·, 
. -..~ ,, . . . . .~" .. 

BC :{LEN i · \ . . . 

BT . i . SECRET-.1 
•, • • . , _ •• ·~1._,,;II 
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·Su!JECT: · us BOMBING 

----- · -·- -· 

19662 

0 

OF HANOI 
........ .... . ·•· .··-· . ·- -· . --·-···- .... .- .. . . - ·-- --•·•.-- ·7 

QUAI RECEIVED FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM 

EEG IN TRAl'jSLATIO·N: MAY. 23 WAS DAY OF 
OVERFLIGHT OF A RECONNAISSANCE PLANE 
ALERT AROUND ONE O'CLOCK 

10 

~ND WHJCH, 
MORNING, WAS SHOT'DOWN. . 

_ 
. \ 

HANOI DATED MAY 25: 't 
.J \ . . \ 

TRUCE FOR ·Hfl.NOI EXCEPT FOR ) 
WHICH lRIGGERED OFF BRIEF \ 

ACCORD I .NG TO NEWSPAPERS 
. 

' 
THE ACTIVITY OF CITY APPEARS TO BE NORMAL. SEVERAL CONVOYS 

. ·t1 ILITARY TRUCKS WENT THROUGH CITY. 'NON-MILITARY 

·l 
i 
i PAGE 2· .RUFNCR 19662-!. £!.. C R F. ~ 
1 
I 

BEVERAGES, WOOD - AND OTHER MATERIALS ARE MOVED BY 
BY CYCLQ-POUSSES, BY BICYCLES OR ON FOOT. 

IN HANOI'S EMEASSY DISTRICT, THOUSANDS OF CEME~T 
·- ;_1BEING SUNK INTO GROUND TO BECOME NEW UJDIVI.DUAL 

ON TRA~S-PHU-STREET, ·woRKER-S 'REPP.IRED YESTERDAY 

ITEMS SUCH 

OXEN DRAWN 

CYLINDERS 

THIS;\ • 
· \ 
. . 

1
~ 

OF · \ 
AS FOOD :;'. . 

CARTS, 

AW~IT 
AIR RAiD SHELTERS • 
,'10RNING DAMAGES 

-CAUSED .BY ROCKET- ON MAY 21~ THERE ARE STILL NUMEROUS METALLIC 
.CONTAINERS ALO NG BANKS OF RED RI VER WHICH ARE PROBABLY DESTINED 
,TO . STORE GASOLINE AND WHICH WILL BE PLACED UNQE~GROUND. 

AT THE POWER- STATION DP.MAGES ARE GREAT AND IT OPERATES ONLY 

I 
.\ 
1 

:\'
., 

. 
-~ 

. i 
~ 
~ 

- .;
j _ 
J 
~ 

?Afl~:L~LLY. OF THE 8, · .CHIMNEYS, ONE 
ANOTHER IS· LEANING AT A 30 DEGREE 
NORMAl--..L Y. ~ WAS TOLD THAT 2 OF THE 

·,. , . ; ...._,/ .,~- . ••., . ,• - ... ~... . . . . . .. .·-.- . . . ... ,. ... •. . 

.. \ . . . .. 

HAS BEEN COMPLETELY DESTROYED, 
ANGLE, BUT SEVERAL O.THERS ?UNCTION 

6 BOILERS AR~ IN OPE_~_AlIO N• .. ..... .}' . 
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.... ., ··- ····· ······ ....... ·•-- ·- •7 
, • . . ·i 

:THE ELECTRIC CURRENT IS NORMAL AT THE DELEGATION ALTHOUGH THERE : 
ARE SOME FLUCTUATIONS IN JHE CURRENT. CURRENT IS TIGHTLY RATIQNEO ~ 
FOR PRIVATE HOMES AND IS CUT ALTOGETHER IN ALTERNATING MANNER IN ; 
SEVERAL PARTS OF CAPITAL. I BELIEVE THAT THESE RESTRICTIONS .ARE l 
RESULT OF SITUATION AT THE CENTRAL POWER STATION AND AT OTHER .. 
·GENERATORS. 

·) 
· : 

?;\GE 3 RUfl>CR 19662--S I!'! CR i! 'I' • · 1 

: :-::CITY WATER -?LANT, ABOUT 103 METERS FROM ?Ov1ER STATION, WAS j 

SLIGHTLY DAMAGED. .] 

:-THE NORTHERN PART OF TOWN BETWEEN' °THE BIG LAKE AN.D DOUMER BRIDGE 1 
SUFFERED FROM BOMBINGS. SEVERAL HOUSES, SOME OLD AND PRACTICALLY 1 

·ABA~DONED, HAVE COLLAPSED MERELY FROM BLAST OF THE BOMBING. PART l 
:OF !HAT AREA HAS BEEN EVACUATED A~D ANOTHER· AREA IS VACATED EVERY~--
:DAY BETWEEN 6 IN THE MORNING AND 6 IN THE EVENING. · . . ~ 
·. . ' . \ . l 
:_ THE VIETNAMESE, B.Y THEMSELVES OR IN GR0

1

UPS, ARE CAMPING ··oN · THE: . { 
' SIDEWALK OR ON LAWNS, NOTABLY AROUND SMALL LAKE: SOME OF THE . i 
: v:i:ETNAMESE STAND AROUND STR.EET .WHERE (FRENCH) DELEGATION. IS· ·. . •1 
:LOCATED. TfiEY 
~AND SQUATTING 

'1·soHLE. N . .' 

•· ..._ . • • 1 · . 

REMAIN THERErMOTIONLESS, . QUIET FOR HOURS AT A TIME~ } '~ 
NE~T TO THEIR I~D~VIDUAL SHELTERS. ~j 

' . ~ 
' ... · . :. -.,..,. I • .. :· 1 

.··.-·._..,.... .,.__ ·. :,.~·- ···· .:.·-... ·.. ,·. ,...:., -:...,,,:.·-' .,:l 

'. 
,. 

. ·SE~'f •
\ . •- ' . 

_ j_ _ __ __ 
- ---- ----- - - --- ...... - ---- ' · -- ----

i 
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Action 

CONTROL: 1239 
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oT 
6 E C R E T- PARIS 19660 
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CNODI~ M-~~:.~-~-~8--~.Y . . ' 

:S,tJBJECT: . US. 'BO~llfI NG OF HA NO l - .... ··-,-, 
0 

1 • I • I • • \ 

QUAI RECEIVED FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM HANOI DATED MAY 23: 1 . ' 
• - • 't 

BEGIN 'TRANSLATION: "AS RESULT OF BOMBINGS AND 
0 

AIR ALERTS W~ICH 1 

INCREASE IN NUMBERS (FIVE TODAY BETWEEN ·3 AND 2:45 HOURS) A CERTAIN\ 
CONFUSION EXISTS -AMONG - SEVERAL DI-PLOMATIC MISSIONS, .INCLUDING . · i 
.THOSE FROM COMMUNIST ·couNTRIES. THIS CONFUSION IS AGGRAVATED BY . . ·.) 
THE ATTITUDE OF VIETNAM£SE AUTHORITIES WHO REFUSE To · TREAT 1 
OBJECTIVELY THE . AIR WAR. THUS, THE PijESS THIS MORNING, WHILE 1. A 
·ANNOUNCING ·TRIUMPHANTLY' THE - DESTRUCTION OF 7 _ENEMY AIRCRAFT,, 

PA GE 2 RU.F NCR 19 6 60 3 E e ~ l!! T ~ 
PUBLISHES NO ACCOUNT' OF BOMBINGS NOR DAMAGE CAUSED AND MA:-<ES MO 
~ENTIO~ OF ATTACK ON POWER STATION. THIS ATTITUDE IS ABSU ~D SINCE 
THK ENTIRE POPULATION DIRECTLY FEELS CONSEQUENCES OF RAIDS. 
ON TH~. INTERNATIONAL LEVEL, THIS ATTITUDE C~N ONLY HURT THE 
DRV BECAUS~ IT GIVES OPPURTUNITY TO U~ SPOKESMAN TO DESCRIBE AS 
'.-iE SEES FIT INTEt~SIFICATIO~ .OF AIR WAR. FINALLY, AFTER DEPARTURE.. OF AFP CORRESPONDENT, ONLY COMMUNIST JOURNALISTS REMAIN IN HANOI, 

.WHO ' CONFINE THEIR REPORTING TO REPRODUCING OR EXAGGERATING THE 
.OFFICIAL INFORMATION. , . 

... .l 

1~HE ONLr REACTION FROM VIETNAMESE ·AUTHORITIES WHICH PERMITS ONE .· 
' i 

-~·o GAUGE. A.GGRAVATION· OF SITUATION IS TELEPHONE CALL MADE THIS. 4 

;110RNING. 'TO EMBASS!ES AND TO THIS DELEGATION FROM SERVICE OF ' . .\ · 
. , . ASSISTANCE TO DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS'.• THIS SE~VICE 'PROMISES. TO ·-·t 

. \ .... 
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-2- PARIS 19660, JUNE 1, 1967, NODIS MARIA THREE 

H£LP DI?LOMAT1C MISSIONS Hi CASE OF SHORTAGES BY MAKING. AVAILABt."'t .. ~-~1 
·SUPPLIES FROM . ITS SPECIAL STORE. THE S~RVICE ALSO ADVISES ! 

DIPLOMATS · TO HENCEFORTH ECONOMIZE AS MU.CH . AS .. POSSIBLE ON ELECTRICITY \ 
A:.iu WATER, TO STORE WATER AND TO .ST.OP ~.LL tdR CONDITIONERS. ',- .-'! 

-.)52 OF FM.JS IS AUTHORIZED •.THIS DEMARCHE APPEARS TO BEAR OUT ./ 
FORECAST - OF CERTAIN.OF. MY. FOREIGN .COLLEAGUES, ACCORDING TO WHOM ,' J 

.. ":' 

? .:\GE 3 RUFNCR 19 ~ 60 -S ! C R ~ T, - fI 

:'E .v/ sc ;rIB1rNGS WILL LEAD, A(10NG .o:- :.-::.:R THINGS, TO A SEVERE RATIONING 
~r t'.JJ~R _AND ELECTRICITY.~'. END TRANSLATION. 

BOHLE.N ....: 
BT ~ · 

'--. 

. . ' . ' .t. • , : ~ . , J . 
: ~ • • • :; - · • ·• •. J _ · -
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(-SE Cl\E 'I' 

F:ddayt June 2, 1967 
7:ZS P• m. 

Mr. President: 

Here is a draft lette%" to Prime 
Minister Eshkol. I ha.ve indicated 
in brackets the passages which I 
would remove and, ln .lnk, what 1 
would substitute where substitution 
ls required. 

W. W. Ro•stow 

SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED . 
E.O. 12356, ec. 3.4(b) 

White House Guideline,~ Feb. 24, 983 

Bv-ttg---, NARA, D t t, -3 -fL 
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Clart I/fCtl f { (.) u. ] fi 
-~··--;. ACUOfL · E- ,~)·:· 

. ) /.'\l,ll(:~'lll)ar,sy . T.EL AVIV' rn.roin:r..Y_ -
··-..;;-"· \ STATE . : E.O. 3.6 t 

I· •. LJ Q9- :J · ti 
r. l NOD!S" . . • ab , NAI I f-t9-ot i: 

, ·> Pl,~ase dcilivc?.r sooru~st: following tncssag.e ft"om Fresid1:nt ~i 
·r l t'o . Pr·i~n~ -~ynis.ter Ei;hkol dated ~.:. 

QUO_ T.E Dea_r ·Mr·. Prime Nini~t~r: l 
H

I appruciat~ 
.' 1 · 

l . .. , . Ii . [•-~o_pt~·-- .of· I~~·icl; h~~e .:11iaintc-d:o~·d ··ct p·o;t:ure. of resolution and 
. . ··e ... 
. . .. . 

··;calm ·1n·.._a.-~"it:uation ·of g1"ave _tenai.on. All of us understand .. 
. :· :·ho~..fa.t~ful the st~ps we t:nke n.1:ty be. · I ~ope w~ can continue . . 

·I :-. -..·~o ·ma\-~a f'i~u1ly_and cnlmly to\o,a-rd a sat.isfactoi:y solution. 
i 

Our.· pQsitiot'!, ira this_crisis 1·ests on two principles which 

~l"e ~i.tal ·.llD t:ional int:eras ts of the. United States. The fi?"st: 

· •is ~-h~.t •·we S\.tpp~:n:t t.he ter.ritori_al L~t:cgrity and politic.al 

·indepe11d~nc~ .of all of the ·countries of the }lidalc East. 

Th{s prl~ciple has .. t10\.,-.l'>eeL1. affirm-ad ·by fC\L\r .a1.merican .. 

https://politic.al
https://tenai.on
https://�-~o_pt~�--.of


( '" .. . . 
2 . - . Ame.mbass•r TEL AVIV -NOlJIS 

Pil~~---•JC te11.¼I;r~,m "to--:_,. . .J ---·---·-----·· 

~rce,r . 
---. Cl,usffic:,t:tir>,, 

. ro~ t'h-;:! etiti.re w~rld. c1..)mmu1.1ity in the freedom ·of the 5eas. As a 
a 

lt:aciicig Ma1.~it.:ime natton, w~ ·have/vltal interest in upholding fre~dom 

of th.:: seas> and. the right: of passnge th;:ough straits of: «1n ir,t'er.. · 

As you ·k_nm,,, t.h~ United States c:on.siders t.he. G~1lf of Aqaba to be 
. . 

1 · 
an ir,te1:nati(>1'l.ai° '.~aterway .an~ bcli.C!VCS t.ha~ the ~nt:ite int':'.rnat.ional. 

. ·. S-...\,jf~1,,r1.;;/ . . 

;Lu~XJ!X~K rnar 1 ~-lro<"= cOiJllTLunity hc1s a [::ita~ int:m:<:?st in assuring that ·tb<:i 

. -right of pa-~oage .t;hrou~h · t:he Stt'ait: of 'tii-art and Gulf is maintained, 

I :am· sure that -Folt;;J.en Minister }~ban h~s i:eµ,oi·tC'!d 1;0 youdth~
sta_ten1ent w!1ich I had prep&red and trom which .Antoassa or 

-~~::-it.~:en/Hart.,an m.aoe n.otes: .. ~u·cine ou-r meet'i:t1g of ·May' 26. The ful 1 text 

v:: that statement· ~s ·aa follows! ·.-9:· . 
J . 

INWER QUOTEThe United States has its own colu titutional 
.. ·.,,.· I 

· pi.·ocesse:s· ·which iare basic to its action on matters involving 

_war · aricl peace. The Secrct.sry G~neral has not yet 1·eport:ed to tlte· 
( 

UN Security ·Council aud the Counci.l has .not yet demons t1·ated t·Jhat 

. 
L

. it: may or may! not be able or willi~ t,, do .although t:he Uiliced 

Stat;es : wil_l · pre·ss for· prompt action in t:ha UN. 

I have .a.11:es.di pul?licly stated ch.is . ~~ek our vie:ws ot\ the ., 

safety of °Israel and on the Strait of Tira~. Regarding the 

S:ra.it,__We · plan._to pursue vigoro\.tSly th~ measui:es wl1ic~ cau be: 

-L tak~n by maritime nations to assure that the Strilt and Gulf re-n-.auJ 

1 open , to £t:e_e and ·innocent pa~sage of the. v~s.sals of all nations • . 
f 

___· ___Sf!Cft:E? -=--·----­
.Cl,z:c·s 1/ia':,j t l<m 

https://Folt;;J.en
https://etiti.re
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SEGRE~ -
- · C1ii.'i.<i/ic11 tirw 

7 .·I mus; arophasize the nc.ces~.1t}t fo·1· Israel ti.at ti, ma.ke 

itself resp.ons:lhlc for the · initi.at:ion. of hontilitic~s. 7srael 

·will not: 1,a alone unlcs s- it ~ecide~ to go nlono. We c:innot. 

imagine th~_t _it ,~ill m~k~. this de<':i.sion. END INNl::RQUO TE: 

I to~d Hr, .Et.>nn:·I· ~ouid _119 (;.. fore sac thE~~'l, ~.nd I . c;;9no.t oow forCis~-e • 

the spec_ific st~r;s wh~ch ro.:l.Y pr;v_c: d~sirable. an~ ·nccc~s;ry. t 
.. . ' 

·ei~plained that · I ·wa11 t to ·do ev~1:ything l c~.n. to .p1~c,vide Israel w1 th 

ef:!:.a~tive Amei.-1.can sc..tppc.,-rt. I si:re~sed too th(: n.e~ t:o act in cor,cc.rt: . . . . . 
: -:- . '. . . ' . .. :·- . . . : : . 

lvich ot:her · nat"io.11s;_ pirticuJ..n1.;ly ' i:hos~• 'Nith :st:ron.g mariQimG '-nt:erest:s. 
. · ·.· 

·And~ as yo~t -will u,iderattmd, I cannot act at all without f\.,ll backing 
,. 

ll,e are no~ ·~og~cd in doing eve.rything we c.an through the Unite·d 
. . . securing. 

Nc;~ions ~. · We ·:1='.eco3nize the difficul tic~s of ~~\Xt~-.s.~~ consti:uctive action 

i~l the ~ecut:ity Councilt but we arc comzinced that the ·world 

orgs~:...zation, wl11ch for the past decade has played a major rl•le in 

th~ .!--H.ddle.· E-astJ must: make a real effort to discharge its 

responslbilitlea for the maintenance of peac.e.• 

. _We are ruoving ahead in ou-r diploma tic. efforts, in concert with th~ 

·· Un.itQe Kingdom .and with your diplomatic reprcsantatives > to &e~ure · 

L a .dsac.la~acion .b;: Xi5 the prin.clpal. ~JHili. mai::icirr,e rov.,ars assert:ing 

,.;,,-....,..............,..::.•.~...... __ ...... ' 
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c>f this clecl~,rat.~on has .h~~n given to your lar.ibs.ssador, Such. a 

dec.la1:~-iti'on ·could bo an important: step bc1 l:h in relati~n to thc-. 

I pr?c-.eedint;.s in t~,e· Secur.fty· Coun.~il ~m:l als~l in the evt=nt those 
\. 

l 
... 

t! 
· pt:oc:eedinga do not: 1 C£1d t:o a suc.c.cs-sft,l ou tc.ome. 

; . 
• I 

I ' Ifor the. C'.staolishment: ·of an int:emational · naval pre sen.ca iu th~ area l 
f f"l

of. the Stra i<:. of 'Ii.~an.l il 
a n...nnb<:t"' cf other·m,r:n:iti.ma· powcn:s would be willing to cake st>aps of th.i~. t, 

. . . . . ,Q·. . ti 
nuturc unl~ss ·and .~ntil Uni.tcd··Natior,s proceso·~s have ·t,een ·ex1HH.l6ted, . f 

:t-t<: l~lJ.St qonti.oue s,ur efforts to mobilize international si:1pport for n. 
-I !!· t'.1.is ed:fqt't. . I Wi:mld" not wish. the United States to move i.o isolation, 

. . . . u 
I . _Ot1 . the ma.tee~ of_ ·liaisone:i~h is a matter of the utmost importan~ · ·: . 

. ·1 ~ 

We: w::..sh to m.ovc ci_iutiously, even if complet~ sc.crecy could be assured. t! 
li
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Friday, June· 2. 1967 
7:00 P• m. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Because it seemed like a happy occasion to be ,vlth you, and 
because we like the Krims very much, we accepted for the 
dinner in New York on Saturday night. 

Marv tells me that you were good enough to put Elspeth and. me 
on the manifest for the night. 

At the moment, with the Middle East crisls in the state it is 
and with the work that ought to be done over the weekend as a. 
result of the meeting with Secretades Rusk and McNamara from 
which I have just come, I have concluded that it would be wiser 
for me to stay in Washington tomorrow afternoon and evening. 

If I could be ot any direct assistance to you in New York --
for example, in talka which you may have with people there. 
or that you want me to have with people there• I will of course 
gladly go ahead with the present arrangement. But barring my 
being ol some direct help to you. I regretfully conclude I should 
be in Washington tomorrow afternoon and evening. 

W. \V. R. 

I could use you tn New York 

Stay in Wasbln.gton ------
See me------



SEMSITI:VE 

Friday. J'une 2, 1967. -- 5: 30 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

I 'believe you will wish to i,:ead this attempt 
to reconstruct the Soviet role in tri.ggerlng the 
present crisis. 

W. w. Roatow 

TOP 5:EC:ttEY -- SENSITIVE 

RCI-2184 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5 
NLJ R~c c'l-
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Friday, June z. 19o7 
7:50 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

This is an important picture of the mind 
of the Chie£ of the Israeli Intelligence Service. 
It fits tb.e portrait antl the scenario dra\VD for 
me today by Evron. 

Evron -- like Amit and Dayan -- is a. born 
.Israeli. This is one reason he ls so much more 
natural and relaxed tban Harman a.nd Eban who 
must constantly prove tht?ir authenticity. 

These boys are going to be hard to hold 
about a week from now. 

W. W. Rostow 

-SECRET 

WWRostow:rln 



Friday, Jur '?., 1967 
1:05 p. m. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

You will be interested in this Indonesian 
asseflsment of Hanoi •s position and the 
recomm.endations. 

SEGRET1NODIS attachment 
(Djakarta 5855) 

DECLASSIFIED 
.0. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

White House Guidelines, Feb. 24, 1983Bv+, NARA, Date /2 -~-'ti 



-- SECRE'lM' :-.J'ODIS 

Friday, June 2, 1967 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM AMBASSADOR GREEN (Djakarta, 5855) 

Pesik met I lagain this morning 
\.JL:ne 1) to report his and Colonel Ali Murtopo's briefing of Suharto of ..3;4 lb)li) 
previous day concerning recent talks with the North Vietnamese Ambassador 
Pham Binh. A full account of the briefing will be reported I I 

In their meeting with Suharto, Pesik and Murtopo described in 
detail the conversations of May 25 and May 29 with Pham Binh. Murtopo 
then presented the evaluation of the North Vietnamese position on the basis 
of the Binh talks, primarily as prepared for him by Pesik, as follows: 

(A) North Vietnam is nearing a morale and psychological 
breakdown. 

(B) Mounting ·feeling of psychological and political isolation 
as a result of collaboration with Communist China which is itself isolated, 
and North Vietnam I s fear that Soviets will not provide aid if the Chinese 
intervene further. 

(C) The most strategic objectives in North Vietnam are destroyed 
or badly damaged. 

(D) North Vietnam is terrified of further escalation, especially 
invasion of their territory. In such an event, they fear China will be unable 
to help in major war effort because of internal strife and vulnerabilities. 
Yet, any intervention of the Chinese troops in North Vietnam means further 
destruction of their own territory in the context of its becoming a U. S. -
Chinese battleground; and because of the Sino-Soviet struggle, Soviets 
might abandon them. They especially are fearful that U.S. physical presence 
in North Vietnam might endanger Hanoi's control over the area due to 
:~gging morale. 

Murtopo told Suharto that he believed the latest talks with Binh 
.:. ..--..owed some softening of the North Vietnamese position but it was too 
early to tell whether this is just another Communist negotiating trick. (As 
an example, Murtopo said Binh still alleges that the U.S. Government is 
responsible for the breakdown of Moscow overtures because the U.S. 

\ \ 

SANffiZEO 
-SEGRE'F/ NODISE.a712958, Sec. 3.6 

1'!1-J &,_e, qo.-z& 
By~ ~ARA, Date~ - 2. 
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resumed bombings without waiting for Ho Chi Minh to reply to President 
Johnson's letter.) Therefore,. the U.S. should not be urged to let up on 
pressure on North Vietnam until there was some real evidence of North 
Vietnamese change of attitude. 

Suharto expressed full agreement with Murtopo's evaluations. 
He then asked Murtopo/Pesik to ascertain soonest: ('a) the U.S. evaluation 
and reaction to these talks with Binh; (b) the U.S. attitude and Indonesia's 
role as intermediary; and, (c) the current U.S. attitude, aspirations, and 
policy position on Vietnam -and on means of ending the conflict~. 

t told Pesik he is in closest touch with me on these talks, 
foat the results are being immediately forwarded to the highest levels of 
tht:: U.S. Government, and that naturally official definitive reply to Suharto's 
questions would have to be obtained from Washington. 1 \ then 
expressed appreciation for the efforts undertaken by Murtopo/ Pesik to shed 
some light on the evolving North Vietnamese attitudes. He complimented 
them on the skill and objectivity with which they were pursuing the dialogue 
with Binh, and expressed appreciation for their evaluations of Binh's 
:reactions. \ lemphasized that he was expressing only his personal 
views but that he knew they were shared by myself. Regarding Indonesia's 
1"ole as an intermediary, I ] gave as entirely his personal view that 
this channel appeared to offer not only an opportunity to gauge North Vietnam's 
:reactions to the changing situation but also a possible channel for pursuit 
o: negotiations were there to be evidence of good faith on North Vietnam 1s side. 
:~e remarked that our Government had on many occasions indicated its 
willingness to enter into talks under such conditions and also had welcomed 
the good offices and mediation efforts of any party or .nation which were to 
undertake such efforts without prejudice and with a realistic recognition of 
the need for fairness and sincerity on both sides. It appeared from 
?esik's account and his evaluations, I ladded, that Indonesia could play a 
·\lseful role. Pesik reiterated that Suharto fully concurred with the Pesik/Murtopo 
view that, if the Government of Indonesia were to undertake these private 
meciiatory efforts, it should not at this time press for any negotiating 
concessions from the U.S. Pesik believed that commitments were premature 
anci that probably the present unofficial channel brokered by themselves 
might offer the best means of continuing a dialogue with Hanoi until some ., 
t~eakthrough might occur. 

It was left that we would check with Wa~hington as to its notion 
to all three points which Suharto raised. 

Comment: Any Washington reaction which we could pass back 
to Suharto/Murtopo/ Pesik would be appreciated. I believe it might be useful, 

-SEGRST-/ NODIS 
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at least from the standpoint of GOI reactions, to emphasize our continuing 
intere_st in negotiations under fair and honorable circumstances, our lack 
of any desire to overthrow North Vietnamese Government or interfere 
in its affairs {we only ask the same attitude by North Vietnam towards 
South Vietnam), our reluctance to continue destruction of North Vietnam 
by bombing or other means except as forced by military necessity to 
destroy North Vietnam's capability for aggression against the South, and 
our willingness to consider eventual inclusion of two Vietnams in regional 
arrangements in Southeast Asia subject to the conclusion of peace talks 
which would preserve inde-pendence and the integrity of both Government 
of Vietnam and Hanoi regimes. 



Friday. J , 2, 1967 
1:00 p. m. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

It is my judgment that the Evron con­
versation should not be shar:ed with 
P.rime Minister wiiaon. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

NSC Memo, 1/30/95, Sate Dept. Guidelines 
By~ _ , NARA, Date q ✓ Ji ':i-1°] 



Friday, June 2, 196 7 
12:45 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

Here,vlth Yost's final assessment 
0£ the record and eonfldent mood ln 
Cairo. 

W. w. Rostow 
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SECST TE FOR BATTLE FROM YOST. 
• I 

I 

USUN PO~ GOLDBERG • 

l . 1MEiE ~s UNANIM ITY AMONG OBSERVERS I HAVE SEEN HERE 
TffA! U.A.RG AT THIS POINT CANNOT AND WILL NOT RELAX 
POS11 I8N ON CLOSURE TIRAN STRAITS EXCEPT AS RESULT 

.. , : 
' OVERw.7-IE::mtNQ APPLICATION OF MILITARY FORCE. OPINION · : l 

IN OTHER AR AB COUNT(Ifll:6 SEEMS PRACTICALLY. UNANIMOUSti i 

N 13Att([NG UAR ON THfSvISSUE. -

2 " wUILE' HIS MAY APPE AR IN US AS .. AGGRESSION", IT 
lS SEEN HERE AS ENTIRELY LEGITH1ATE RESTORATION 1956 
STATUS QUO WH ICH WAS UPSET BY ISRAELI . AGGRESSION • . 
lN L[GHT UAR - BELLIGERENCY", . MOREOVER, LEGAL CASE 
IS AT LEAST OPEN TO DOUBT. · , 

PA~ 2 RUEIVCR 8362B ! Ee~! T 
3. AS C0 1SEQUENCE I HAVE RELUCTANTLY COME TO CO~CLUSION . 
THAT THER~ IS NO RPT NO PROSPECT FOR· SUCCESS OUR 
PRESelJ 14 CTIC OF MOBILIZING· MARITIME PO W.t!.RS TO REO PEN 

. STRAITS, EXCEPT BY EXERCISE MILITARY FORCE WHI CH WOULD
B£ our OF PROPORTION TO REAL us INTERESTS AT STI KE 
AND wt>ULD HAVE MOST DAMAGING REPERCUSSIONS ON US POSITION 
THROueHOUT AR AB WORLD. IF WE PURSUE THIS· TA CTIC MUCH 
FURTHER, l AM AFR AID WE MAY FIND OURSELVES IN SAME DEAD . 
DI~ AS 8RITI.sff AND FRENCH IN 1956. . 



l 

4. PROPOSED DECLAR ATION BY MARITIME POW ERS WOULD HAVE 
NO EFFE CT ON UAR ST AND NOR WOULD SHOW OF NAVAL STRENGTH 
IN NEIG HBORHOOD, THOUGH LATTER WOULD INCREASE ARA B 
AGITAT I ON, REENFORCE ARAB UNITY AND PROVOKE ANTI-US 
DEMON~ RATIONS. ACTUAL USE OF SUFFICI ENT MILITARY FORCE 
CO ULD P~ESU1ABL Y OPE N STRAITS BUT FORCE WOULD HAVE 
TO BE AI - AINED THERE INDEFINITELY AND POLITICAL 
CONS- .. EJ CES WOULb BE AS INDICATED ABOVE~ 

5. K ·1HILE I REALIZE VERY GREAT IMPORTANCE ISRAEL ATTACHES 
TO KEEPING STRAITS OPEN, I CANNOT BELIEVE .THI S IS VITAL 

PAGE ~ RU~IVCR 83628 S-E CR~ r 
TO S~AEL QS EXISTENCE, EXPECrALLY RECALLING THAT 
STRAITS WERE CLOSED PRIOR TO 1957. GAIN TO NASSER'S 
PREST IGE RESULTING FROM THI S VICTORY WILL BE UNFORTUNATE . 
AND TROUBLESOME BUT POST FACTO ATTEMPTS BY EITHER GREAT 
POWER S OR ISRAEL TO REVERSE IT ARE MORE LIKELY TO PROLONG 
THA N TO CURTAIL HIS CURRENTLY RESURRECTED LEADERSHIP OF 
ARAB WORLD. 

6. I ~ G ·· o AVE THOUGHBXORE PRODUCTIVE TACTIC WOULD BE 
HENCEF RTH TO CONCENTRATE ON LIMITING DAMAGE, PRIMARILY 
BY F- _r - 1~ MEANS ACCEPTABLE TO BOTH PARTIES OF STRENGTHENING 
UNT S ~L HINERY ALL ALONG ISRAELI FRONTIERS BUT 
PART C' ~~LY ON IS~AEL-UAR LINE. IF SOME ACTION ON TIRAN i. 

NECESct RY, COMPLA INT COULD BE PRESENTED TO !CJ .AND 
INTER r AR~ NGEMENTS MADE TO SUPPLY ISRAEL WITH OIL 
THR 01 GP OTHER PORTS. I WOULD PRESUME ISRAEL ·WOULD EXPECT AND . 
SHO . ~ECE VE RE NEW ED ASSURANCES OF US SUPPORT IN CASE ITS 
EXIST.:....'JCE OR INTEGR ITY IS THREATENED. 

t •• 7. IF STABI_ITY I S TO BE PRESERVED IN AREA OVER LONG. ~-. 
~RUN , I , WI L- ALSO BE· IMPORTANT THAT US ENDEAVOR WITHIN C 

• \ ,,!1 

~iAsd i BLE LIMITS TO MAINTAIN CONTACT -AND SOME MEASURE -
. 

----- - --------- ~--;___ _· ! , 

' 
\ . 
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; \ 



PA GE 4 RU !VCR 8362B 9 f 6 RE T 
0COOPER ATION WITH UAR. ~ESSURE TACTICS. SUCH AS 

FL EET ~OVEMENTS OR BLOCKI NG I1F ACTION AND 
BANK CRED ITS, WILL HAVE PRECISELY CONTRARY EFFECT, 
THROW UAR EVEN MORE INTO SOVIET ARMS AND MAKE FUTURE 
AGGRESSIVE ACTION VIS-AVIS ISRAEL MORE LIKELY • 

. 8 THERE CAN BE NO ASSURANCE THAT ARAB APPETITES ,· 
. WHE- TED.BY UNEXPECTEDIKND INTOXICATION SHOW OF UNITY, 

WILL ~OT SOON DEMAND FURTHER SATISFACTION, DESPITE RIAD 
ST A L ·1ENT TO ME UAR HAS NO SUCH PRESENT INTENTION. 
HOWE~ ER, I AM CONVINCED WE WOULD HAVE MUCH BETTER PROSPECT 
OBTt-:iLL m WORLD AND 'PERHAPS EVENSCOME ARAB SUPPORT AGAINST 

I• 

MORE BVIOUS AND BRUTAL Tr.IREAT TO ISRAELI SECURITY 
}_f,·. THAN C OSURE STRAITS IS GENERALLY- CONCEIVED TO BE. EITHER 
• OVERT OR CONVERT SACTIONS ARE AT THIS TIME MORE LIKELY 

TO PR OVOKE THAN TO DISCOURAGE MORE AGGRESSIVE ARAB · POLICY. 

9. ~2L :L. I HAVE .FELT PULSE HERE AS FULLY AS MAY BE 
FEASi BLE OR USEFUL IN NEAR FUTURE AND THAT, UNLESS , 
DEP .... ...~t,1 Et 1T WISHE ME TO UNERRTAKE SOME NEGOTIATION, I MIGHT 
PLP. ·, TO RETURN TO WASHINGTON TO REPORT IN TW_O OR THREE

1 DAYS. I SHO ULD PROBABLY SEE RIAD ONCE MORE BEFORE LEAVING 
BUT AMBASSADOR NOLTE NOW HAS EASY ACCESS TO HIM AND WILL 
BE FULLY CAPABLE . HENCEFORTH OF CARRYING ON. 
NOLTE " 
BT 

\ 

NNNi 
·-· - ---- ·- -----·----------- . 
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'POP SECRET ~- EYES ONl,Y 

i'riday. June 2., 1967 -- 12:40 p. m 

Mr. President: 

:Herewith Bob Andersoa•s suminary of 
his talk wlth Nasser. 

It is urgent that we decide whether we 
should iu!orin the Israelis of this vlsit. My 
guess la their intelligence wW pick it up. 
We would be wise to have Sec. Rusk tell 
Harman. 

In the light 0£ this picture of Nasser'e 
mind, we must v1ork out most carefully the 
scenario for talks with Mobleddin. 

W. W. Rostow 

Lisbon 1517 

-X012-SEGRET-

DECLASSIFmD 

Authority, 7?l'f! A - I s-.a 
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;_ ::~ EYES ONLY FOR PRESIDENT AND SECSTATE FROM ROBERT ANDERSON 

'· 1. t HERE FOLLOWS A SUMMARY OF MY TALK WITH PRESIDENT NASSER. 
UNL: ss OTHERWISE INDICATED, I WILL BE TRYING TO EXPRESS HIS 
PO I N1 OF VIEW TO ME• · .. . 
2 o .~:•1.TER EXCHANGE OF PLEASANTRIES, NASSER SAID 'HE BECAME 

. .. 
; · , . wc -::R IED AND AFRAID OF ISRAELI ATTACK BECAUSE OF SPEECHES 

A~D .''HIS' Ovl t·l INTELLIGENCE- OF MOBILIZATION BY ISRAEL -AND THE '" •. ~·-•i· ~; : :::,-:~.-/~ 
. .. L t II.:~L! GENCE SHARED WITH SYRIAN sovr· •. AS AN EXAMPLE, HE STATED ·,.· •. . 

: . ;;:;~~:~;:i:;;:;~;::i~;i::~::~ii~~:~~~:;i~EI~rmAg~ ~~6 --<~~;~:~''. .. .'\-. 

4BS-3Utf '1 ND WAs·· SLOtJ IN MOVING. TROOPS TO SINAI . ONLY TO BE CAUGHT · . ·· , : · -, 
BET/ EEN THE ISRAELIS IN. THE NORTH AND THE BRITISH AT :PORT . 

•· 

I 

, . 
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_. / . --:---··· ~ , ", 7 T ,9 P 0 i IJ__~_f_:"'I:., .... ,-n11Jc OR y_•~ _WORL0. ..£.0UR.T, 
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. '"'1. .BR ING RESPONSE FROM H iYl. . . ·· · · 

' .
5. IT. WAS POINTED OUT THAT IF ISRAEL FELT SHE WAS VIRTUALLY 
ALONE SHE MIGHT BE MOTIVATED TO STRIKE FIRST IN ORDER TO SECURE 
A STRATEGIC ADVANTAGE AND THAT SO LONG AS SHE FELT SHE HAD 
FRIENDS SHE MIGHT BE RESTRAINED. NASSER REPLIED THAT THIS WAS 
A R-ISK WHICH HE WOULD HAVE TO ACCEPT AND THAT HE THOUGHT 
THE FIRST ISRAELI TARGET AND MAIN THRUST OF ISRAELI OFFENSIVE 
WOULD BZ AGAINST EGYPT AND CAIRO. HE SAID THAT ELABORATE 
PLANS HAD BEEN MADE FOR INSTANT RETALIATION, AND THAT HE 
WAS CO~FIDENT OF THE OUTCOME OF A CONFLICT BETWEEN ARABS AND 
1S7-~ASL IS. 

6. NASSER SAID THAT HUSSEIN REQUESTED A MEETING WITH HIM AND 
T~AT HE AGREED ON THE BASIS THAT IT WOULD BE SECRET UNLESS 
AN AGRZ~.£NT WAS REACHED BEtWEEN THEM. NASSER THEN CONSULTED 
V ITH T~l!. GOVTS OF MOROCCO, ALGER IA, IRAQ AND SYRIA. ALL OF · 
THESEA8REED THAT SOME AGREEMENT WITH HUSSEIN WAS DESIRABLE 
EXCEPT SYRIA WHO WAS OPPOSED TO ANY AGREEMENT WITH JORDAN. 
HE WAS ASKED IF HE HAD CONSULTED DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY 
THE SAUDI ARABS AND HE REPLIED THAT HE HAD NO CONTACT, DIRECT 
OR INDIRECT, WITH THE SAUDI ARABS OR FAISAL. HOWEVER, NASSER 
FELT THAT FAISAL WAS IN A DIFFICULT POSITION AND COULD NOT 

P~:;.._::.~-~~-UD:crt=1-st~E C R Edf 
AVOID PARTICIPATION IF FIGHTING BEGAN. 

7. ~:TH REFERENCE TO GULF OF AQABA, NASSER STATED THAT 
F02 Z iG ~':' YEARS AFTER 1948 THE STRAITS HAD BEEN CLOSED TO 
ISR'.~.: 1.1 SHIPPING AND WAS OPEN ONLY BY THE ILLEGAL ACT OF ISRAEL, _, 

- FR:::.JC' .~ ;:.ND ENGLAND, AND HE PROPOSED MERELY TO RETURN TO THE 
STA:c s OF !956 WHICH HAD BEEN AT LEASf TOLERATED BY ALL THE 
NAT : J -JS F02 EIGHT YEARS. HE EXPLAINED THAT EVEN WE HAD DEPLORED 
AND -~- ?OSED THE ACT OF THE ISRAELIS, BR IT !SH .AND FRENCH 
WHICri CH?J1iED THE STATUS QUO IN 1956. HE STATED THAT THE STRAITS OF 
TIRAf WERE.NAVIGABLE ONLY IN A WIDTH OF THREE MILES WHICH 
WAS CLEARLY TERRITORIAL WATERS AND THAT HE INTENDED TO ...... 

rMINTI !1N 'fHIS POSITION. HE WAS ASKED SPECIFICALLY WHAT COMMERCE 
HE W0ULL ALLOW THROUGH THE STRAITS UNDER HIS CONCEPT AND HE . 
REPLIED SY SAYING THAT THE EXCLUSIONS WOULD BE 1) ISRAELI 
SHIPS , 2) OIL OR ANY REFINED PRODUCTS, AND 3.) ARMS FOR ISRAEL. 
HERE HE STATED THAT ALL COUNTRIES CLAIMED TERRITORIAL WATERS 
TO A 22~ATER DISTANCE OFFSHORE THAN HE WAS ASSERTING AND 
FURT:·L:rn Tr:AT HE WAS AT WAR WITH ISRAEL AND HAD BEEN SINCE ·, 
1948 WITrt.NOTHING EXISTING BETWEEN THEM EXCEPT AN ARMISTICE, 

~AND THAT UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES HE WAS ENTITLED -TO ASSERT 
~~JURISD IC! ION. . -

3. HE WAS ASKED IF HE WOULD CONSIDER REFERRING THIS MATTER 

n 
u~ 
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/ ,.f THE: ··srRAITS TO EITHE~-THE UNITED NATIONS OR THE W.ORLD COURT, 

IN ·HI.E11 OF THE FACT THAC ?OUR COUNTRIES HAD BORDER(' N THE 
· GUL~. HE REPLIED THAT Ht WOULD NOT SUBMIT THE QUESTtON TO -

THE UN BECAUSE THE ISRAELIS NORMALLY TREATED RESOLUTIONS OF THE 
UN NOT FAVORABLE TO THEM AS "PIECES OF PAPER~. HE SAID THAT 
HE DID NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORLD COURT 
TO ANSWER 'SPECIFICALLY ABOUT -REFERRING THE MATTER TO THE 
WORLD COURT FOR DECISION BUT WOULD CONSULT HIS LEGAL ADVISERS. 
THIS WAS QUALIFIED BY SAYING THAT HE DID NOT WANT TO UNDERTAKE 
ANY COURSE OF ACTION THAT WOULD TAKE "YEARS" TO DECIDE. 

9. HE ALSO STATED THAT EVEN IF HE AGREED ON SOME OTHER 
COURSE OF ACTION, ANY OTHER COURSE OF ACTION WOULD EE STRONGLY 
OPPOSED BY ALL ARAB COUNTRIES WHO WERE NOW HIS ALLIES. ON 
THIS POINT HE SEEMED ON THE ONE HAND ADAMANT ABOUT THE POSITION 
HE HAD TAKEN IN THE STRAITS AND YET HE DID NOT RULE OUT 
COMPLETE.J-¥ POSSIBILITY OF A WORLD COURT REVIEW IF IT COULD 
BE DONE~""SPEEDILY. FOR THE T!t1E .. BEING I THINK HE WILL 
REMAIN FIRM. 

10. HE WAS ASKED IF HE WAS NOT PREPARED TO ACCEPT ISRAEL 
AS A MATTER OF FACT, EVEN THOUGH HE MIGHT HAVE EMOTIONAL AND 

. LEGAL FEELINGS CONCERNING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COUNTRY 
IN PALESTINE. NASSER REPLIED BY SAYING THAT HE DID NOT 
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BELIZVE STABLE AND LAST-ING PEACE COULD BE ACHIEVED WITHOUT 
DIS?OSING OF THE REFUGEE PROBLEM. -HE WAS ASKED IF THIS COULD 
.BE DONE BY COMPENSATION AS WELL AS -SOME LIMITED RETURN OF 
REFUGEES ~ HE- REPLIED THAT HE THOUGHT PRACTICALLY ALL REFUGEES 

·: WOUL~ RET URN IF PERMITTED AND THAT EVEN IF COMPENSATION WERE 
PAI[ 7HEY WOULD NOT BE SATISFIED BUT WOULD · CONTINUE TO AGITATE 

·_ FOR RETURN TO PALESTINE. HE WENT INTO LONG ~ISCOURSE ON ANAB 
- t-1EN :"' !.~LITY AS IT AFFECTS THEIR FEELINGS TOWARD THE PLACE 

WHERE THZY WERE BORN AND REARED. 

· 11. Nt~SSER STATED THAT HE HAD BEEN PRE:PARED TO SIGN AN AGREEt•lENT 
WIT ~ TH: MONETARY FUND BUT HAD JUST RECEIVED A LETTER SAYING 
THAT T~-IE FUND WISHED TO REVIEW THEIR RELATIONSHIPS WITH 

- E£YF·r F:JR7HER. HE THEN STATED HE WAS GLAD HE HAD NOT SIGNED THE 
-. AGREE 1·iENT WITH THE FUND BECAUSE THEY WERE UNREASONABLE AND LEFT 

HIM NO FLEXIBILITY. HE EMPHASIZED THAT HE DID NOT WANT TO 
BE SUBJECT TO ECONOMIC PRESSURE. IT WAS EXPLAINED TO HIM THAT 
NEITHE ?: THE FUND OR LOCAL AMERICAN BANKS WERE IN FACT EXERTING 

. PRESSLRE WHEN THEY DID NOT COMPLY WITH NATIONAL REQUESTS 
SINCE THEY WERE ALL GOVERNED BY- STRICT RULES THAT LIMITED 

. THEIR OUN FLEXIBILITY IN .MAKING LOANS TO COUNTRIES THAT DID 
NOT COMPLY WITH ALL REGULATIONS. ' 

.GP- 1• WELU1AN -
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j:y~:g. ONLY FOR .PRESIDENT (:.'..J SECSTATE FROM ROBERT AN(~.:SON 

12. NASSER EXPRESSED KEEN DESI~E TO HAVE FRIENDSHIP OF 
AMERICAN PEOPLE AND AMERICAN GOVT EXPLAINING THAT UNDER NO 
CIRCUMSTANCES WAS HE A COMMUNIST. ON OTHER HAND, HE FELT 
THAT US POLICY WAS MOTIVATED LARGELY BY THE LARGE JEWISH 
VOTE IN US AND THAT AMERICAN GOVT WOULD BE RELUCTANT TO OPPOSE 
THIS VOTI NG STRENGTH. HE THEN CALLED ATTENTION TO THE FACT 
THAT EISZr·JHOWER HAD TAKEN A STRONG POSITION IN 1956 AGAINST 
ISRAELI INVASION AND THIS HAD NOT HURT HIM POLITICALLY. 

13. HE SZ£~ED ANXIOUS TO HAVE ZAKARIA MOHIEDDIN EXPLAIN 
HIS POS ITION DIRECTLY TO US GOVT AND ·SAID HE HOPED WE WOULD 
TAKE THE LONG VIEW BECAUSE THE ARAB COUNTRIES STRETCHED 
FROM MOROCCO ON THE WEST TO PAKISTAN ON THE EAST AND THAT 

~ . 

.... 
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NOW ;-~E E\/~N HAD THE SUPPORT OF PAKISTAN AND IND IA. HE DID NOT 
SEE HOW A MINORITY IN THE US COULD INFLUENCE US POLICY TO 
OPPOSE WHAT SUCH A VAST REGION AND SUCH LARGE NUMBERS OF 
PEOPLE BELIEVED PROPER. IT WAS EXPLAINED TO HIM THAT THE 
US GOVT WAS NOT MOTIVIATED BY POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS BUT 
WAS CONCER~I:.:D ESSENTIALLY IN MAINTAINING PEACE AND THE 
INTEGRITY OF COUNTRIES. 

14. AT T~IS TIME NASSER SAID THAT IF THE POLICY WAS FOR 
ARAS~ AND ISRAELIS TO LIVE TOGETHER HARMONIOSLY AND ISRAQ 
SHOULD ;\LLOW A MILLION REFUGEES TO COME BACK TO PALESTINE, 

1\iJHI ,:E ,:J Ow::...D SOLVE THE REFUGEE PROBLEM AND STILL THE ISRAELIS 
WOU LD ~AV E TWO MILLION OF THEIR OWN CITIZENS IN THE SAME 
C0UNT?.Y9 THIS, HE SAID, WOULD BE TRUE "LIVING TOGETHER". 

15. ~=MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE FELT US WAS TAKING THE LEAD 
IN f~A CE EFFORTS BUT THAT THESE EFFORTS WERE ORIENTED TOWARD 
ISR A2~ AND . NOT TOWARD THE ARAB POINT OF VIEW. HE KEPT REASSURING 
ME Ti~T ~z WAS NOT GOING TO START A WAR BUT THAT HE WAS NOT 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL GROUPS AND THAT HE WOULD INTERVENE IN ANY 
ACTUAL CONFLICT BEGUN. HE STATED THAT . UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES 
JORDANIAN TROOPS, INSOFAR AS THE ISRAELI PROBLEM WAS CONCERNED, WERE 
UNDER UAR COMMAND. THIS OF COUSE IS APPLICALBE TO OTHER TROOPS 
SUCH AS IRAQIS -AND ALGERIANS WHO WERE REPORTING FOR DUTY. . 

16. T~!S I THINK SUMMARIZES THE BASIC POINTS OF OUR 
I 

NASSER A'5 Tw Whl:.J.n.t!.rt iJri '"v' &Uw .., an., .... _ ·--------- -- -··-- - · --
UNILATE2 XL ACTION DESIGNED TO FORCE A CONFRONTATION. IT WAS 
BECAUSE C? HIS CONCERN ON THIS SUBJECT THAT HE WAS ASKED 
IF HE WO ULD INTERVENE EVEN IF THE SYRIANS _ACTED .AGAINST 
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UAR DESIRES AND ~HE REPLY WAS AFFIRMATIVE. 

3?-1. WELLMAN 
3T 
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,·coNv·r:RSATIOfJ ON WHICH I \ ., :iLL ELABORATE FURTHER ON M\· ;RETURN. / . -. 
17. FOR YOUR GENERAL INFORMATION I SPENT THREE DAYS IN 
BEIRUT BEF ORE GOING TO CAIRO. DURING THIS VISIT r · sAW SAUDI 
ARABS, KUW AITIS AND IRAQIS, AS WELL AS LEBA NESE. THEY ARE 
PEOPLE wHO ARE GENERALLY MODERATE AND HAVE A TE NDENCY TO OPPOSE 
NASSE R. AT THIS TIME THEY WERE ALL APPLAUDI NG NASSER•s ACTION, 
I NSISTING ON THE CLOSING OF THE GULF OF AQABA. AND TAKING A 
POSITION THAT THE US WAS SUPPORTING A MINORITY FOR POLITICAL 
PURPOSES. I AM H1PRESSED MORE BECAUSE OF THE QUALITY OF THE 
PEOPLE ~HO MADE THESE ASSERTIONS THAN THE FACT THAT THEY WERE I 

'I 

MADE . UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES IT WOULD SEEM DESIRABLE THAT 
' IWHA T~VcR I NTERNATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS ARE THOUGHT PROPER , ' 

IT WGULD BE HELPFUL IF THE INITIATIVE COULD BE TAKEN BY SOME :: 
CO UNTRY OTHER THAN US AND THAT US BE IN A POSITION OF SUPPORT 
OF INTE~~TIONAL EFFORTS TO SECURE PEACE RATHER THAN LEADER­
SHIP WH ICH SEEMS TO BE CONSTRUEfi AS FAVORING ISRAELI CAUSE. 

· 17. DUR I NG OUR CONVERSATION NASSER WAS RELAXED, IN SPORT 
CLOTHES, A~D SEEMED CONFIDENT BOTH OF HIS INTELLIGENCE ' AND OF . 
HIS MILITARY CAPABILITY. WE HAD NO DISCUSSION RE SOVIETS 
EXCEPT HIS ASSERTION THAI HE WAS NOT AND WOULD NOT BE 
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CO M~ :N IST . I BELIEVE HE WOULD REGARD ANY EFFORT TO OPEN 
THE S7~AITS OF TIRAN AS HOSTILE AND ANY ACT OF AGGRESSION, 
WHE7~ER OR IGINATING FROM ISRAEL OR RESULTING FROM ACTIONS IN 
SYRI A BY THE TERRORIST GROUPS, WOULD BRING RESPONSE. HE STATED 
THAT HIS TARGET SYSTEM WAS PREPARED AND THAT THIS TIME 
HE WC UL~ BE READY. 

180 I P. M PROCEEDING TO SEND MESSAGE TO CA !RO THROUGH US - . J . 

EMB:;SSY TO NASSER WHICH WILL RESULT IN ZAKAR IA MOHIEDDIN 
ARRIVING IN NEW YORK PRESUMABLY SUNDAY OR EARLY IN WEEK. I WILL RETURN TO 

NEW ~C~K ST~URDAY AFTERNOON AND WILL BE AVAILABLE TO COME TO 
WAS:-::::;\;2"!'0 '.\J SUNDAY OR THEREAFTER. I CAN BE REACHED THROUGH 
EMBASSY HERE TODAY AND TOMORROW MORNING, IF DESIRED. 

19. U?GN REREADI NG THIS TEXT I WANT TO MAKE CLEAR AS I 
UNDERS7~ND IT UAR HAS MILITARY COMMAND OVER ITS OWN TROOPS, 
THE uOR DAN I AN TROOPS AS RELATED TO ANY ISRAELI PROBLEM, THE 
TROOPS COMM ITTED BY IRAQ, ALGERIA OR ANY COUNTRY SENDING 
TRO O?- S :' SUT DOES NO T INCLUDE CO MN AND OVER SYRIAN TROOPS. 
IT IS BECAUSE OF THIS LATTER SITUATION WHICH I THINK BOTHERS 
NASSER AS TO WHETHER OR NOT THE SYRIANS MIGHT UNDERTAKE 
UNILATERAL ACTION DESIGNED TO FORCE A CONFRONTATION. IT WAS 
BECAUSE OF HIS CONCERN ON THIS SUBJECT THAT HE WAS ASKED 
IF HE WOULD INTERVENE EVEN IF THE SYRIANS ACTED .AGAINST 

PAGE s R~=~-I 151112 r ors z ck f I 
UAR DES I~IS AND THE REPLY WAS AFFIRMATIVE • 

. G?-1. WELLMAN 
BT 
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Friday, June z. 1967 -- 9:40 a. m. 

Mr. President~ 

This lucid exchange between Yost and UAR Foreign l\.Uniater Riad 
clarifies the heart of the issue at the moment. 

1. Riad says they will let everything through except oil; and that 
on that basis they are prepared to let Israel eubm.lt the issue to the 
International Court of Justice. 

2. Therefore, the questlon ls whether they have nailed thel:r 
flag to this or they are sending Mohleddin over here to negotiate 
something for oll. 

W. W. Rostow 

Cairo 8349 -- 2 sections 
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S E S R E"" '; CAIRO 8349 SECT ION ONE OF TWO . 

EXDIS 
I 

I. YOST MADE PRIVATE CALL LASI' EVENING ON FOREIGN MINISTER 
RIAD WHO WAS COLLEAGUE IN SYRIA AND AT UN. RIAD HELD FORTH 
FOR HOUR AND HALF WITH INTENSE AND UN CHARACTER I sr IC 
EMOTION AND BITTERNESS. 

2. FIR Sf HOUR LARGELY DEVOTED TO COM Pt.A INT S AGAINST US 
AND ISRAEL. .HE SA ID HE HAD GIVEN UP HO PE OF US EVER 
DEALING IMPARTIALLY WITH A~AB-ISRAELI ISSUES AND HAD 
CONCLUDED POL IT ICAL PRESSURES INS IDE US WOULD ALWAYS 
MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR USG TO SUPPORT MEASURES IN OR OUT 

. OF THE UN WHICH ISRAEL OPPOSES. HE CITED RECENT .STATEMENTS 
US · SENATORS, "PROVOCATIVE" DECLARATIONS COMMANDER SIXTH 
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. FLEET, AND "ONE-SIDED" PRESENTATION US PRESS AS LATE5I' 

EVIDENCE SUPPORTING HIS CONCLUSIONS. YOST EXPLAINED 
CONSIDERATIONS GOVERNING US POLICY IN NEAR EAST Btrr 
MADE LITTLE IMPRESSION. 

) 

3. RIAD DEALT AT SOME LENGrH WITH ISRAELI REFUSAL 
TO OBSERVE ARMISTICE AGREEMENTS AND REPEATED VIOLATIONS 
UN RESOLUTIONS, EMPHASIZING PART ·ICULARL.Y SEIZURE OF 
EL AUJA IN !955, BEN GURIOW S DENUNCIATION OF EGYJ:T-
ISRAEl... ARMISTICE AGREEMENT, OCCUPATION OF DEM ILITAR !ZED 
ZONES ALONG SYRIAN AND JORDANIAN BORDERS, DISPROPORTIONATE 
REPRISAL RAIDS AND SO ON. HE SPOKE OF HIS OWN AND ' 
OTHER ARAB EFFORTS AT UN TO REVIVE EIMAC AND ALLUDED TO . 
DRAFT RE SOL trr ION JUSJ' SUBMITTED TO SC BY UAR. HE 
SA ID HE HAD JUST HAD PHONE CALL FROM EL KONY RE PORTING 
OBJECT ION SOME SC MEMBERS TO DEROGATORY PREAMBULAR 
REFERENCES TO ISRAEL AND SAID HE HAD INSI'RUCTED EL KONY 
TO DROP ALL SUCH REFERENCES AND LIM IT DRAIT TO TWO 
OPERATIVE PARAGRAPHS CALLING FOR REVIVAL EIMAC AI\J Z>. 
REPORT TO SYG WIT HIN TWO WEEKS. HE ADDED 
HOWEVER THAT .HE IS AWARE THIS DRAFT RESOLUTION WILL BE 

j • .6 ' .;·. ,., " 

- .1._ .,.~ coy
C,,/JTV\.. , 



:

.

• E'HB 382 ~ . f."'l-

00 RUEHEX ( : 
DE RUEHC 1823 1531225 
ZrJY SSSSS 
0 0212202 MAY 67 

·FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
INFO WHITE HOUSE 
0 0208422 JUN 67 
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3187 
INFO RUEHDt/US MISSION USUN IMMEDIATE 229 
RUQMVL/AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 300 
STATE GRNC 
BT 

-6 Ee~!!- CAIRO 8349 SECTION TWO OF TWO 

~1~iSC~ERSATIO~- CLOSED WITH -1HAD SAYING, THAT, WHILE " 
·HE IS RECEIVING LENGTHY REPORTS FROM KAMEL, HE IS STILL 
CONFUSED AS TO US POLICY AND INTENTIONS. HE READS . 
STORIES OF ORGANIZATION OF MARITIME POWERS, LIKE 1956 
CANAL USERS ASSOCIATION, TO TAKE FORCIBLE ACTION TO 
OPEN STRAITS AND OF MOVEMENTS OF SIXTH FLEET AND . 
BRI!ISH FLEET, ARE WE GOING TO ATTACK UAR, 
HE VJQUIRED. HE EMPHASIZED AGAIN THAT THERE CAN BE NO 
YIELDING ON STRAITS BUT THAT UAR'S INTENTIONS ARE PEACEFUL. 

·· HE SAID HE WOULD APPRECIATE FURTHER CLARIFICATION US 
POL : CY. YOST REITERATED OUR VIEWS ON BASIS HIGH LEVEL 

. PUE:.:c STATEMENTS BUT SAID IN HIS REPORT TO WASHINGTON 
HE r_;J U.;..D EMPHASIZE MINISTER'S CONTINUED UNCERTAINTY 

Pt:..S-£==2=-R-tJ.E.PJGR---83-4-98/2 S i C i i l 
AS 7 J US POLICY. 

0 _-·.:\~~~ ? 0 . A7 END CONVERSATION YOST EXPRESSED HOPE THERE MIGHT -. -

E2 £ARLY OPPORTUNITY FOR AMBASSADOR NOLTE TO PRESENT 
C~ED~NTIALS AND EMPHASIZED DESIRABILITY OF CLOSE 
DI P~OMAT IC CONTACT DURING THIS CRITICAL TIME. RIAD 
.t.t??. :~:i!:D BUT NOTED THERE ARE SEVEN AMBASSADORS WAITING TO . 
?f:Z SZ:'!7 CREDENT IW S, THAT PRESIDENT IS EXTREMELY BUSY AND 
T>>t :-!E COULD GIVE NO ASSURANCE OF EARLY OPPORTUNITY. 
HE· .:"~:CED ME, HOWEVER, TO IN~ORM AMBASSADOR NOLTE THAT 
EE SHOULD CARRY ON BUSINESS EXACTLY AS THOUGH HE HAD PRESENTED 

, ICREDENTIALS AND SHOULD FEEL FREE TO CALL ON MINISTER 
AT ANY TIME AND TO SEE ANYONE. ELSE WITH WHOM HE WISHED 
TO DO BUSINESS. 

·. ~ 

13 ~ CONVERSATION CLOSED WITH MINISTER .SUGGESTING ANOTHER 
MEET I ~~ S BEFORE YOST DEPARTS. NOLTE 
B",i.' 
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U~AC CE ?TABLE TO ISRAELAND THAT US WILL THEREFORE, THOUGH 

•✓ IT M.~ Y BE EMBARRASSED, FIND SOME MEANS OF KILLING 
RESO!..T UION. 

4. HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT, WHILE EGYPT HAS NO 
QUAR~EL WITH ISRAEL, HEART OF ARAB- ISRAEL ISSUE IS FATE 
OF )1CRE THAN ONE MILL ION REFUGEES. THIS CAN NEVER BE . 
FORGOTTEN BY ARABS. TREATMENT OF REFUGEES BY ZIONISTS 
IS L , !GHT EVERY SCHOOL CHILD AND ISSUE WILL NOT DIE. 

5. .r~ S TO PRESENT CRISISN THERE IS EXTRAORDINARILY UNITY 
AMC N~~ -~BS WHICH WILL NOT B? SHAKEN BY THREATS. UARG 
UNrn!R HEAVY PRESSURE FROM ARMY OFFICERS TO TA KE MORE . 
VIGOROUS ACTION. IT IS RESISTING THIS PRESSURE Bur 
IS MOBILIZING PUBLIC OPINION IN PREPARATION FOR 
PROB ABLE ATTACK BY ISRAEL OR OTHER s. PERHAPS ONLY -WAY our 
OF IMPASSE, HE DECLARED AT ONE POINT, _MAY BE SHORT WAR, 
APPEAL TO UNSC, WHICH WOULD THEN CALL FOR CEASE F~E 
WITH WHiCH UAR WOt.n..D AT ONCE COMPLY. THEREAFTER MORE 
REALISTIC SETTLEMENT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE. 

6. YOST : EXPLAINED OUR APPREHENSION OF CONSEQUENCES 
AND P~SSIBLE REPERCUSSIONS OF WAR AND OUR SO FAR SUCCESSFUL 
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EFFORTS TO PESUADE ISRAEL IS TO HOLD OFF, CIT ING HOWEVER 
ISRAELI FEARS OF ARAB MOBILIZATION AGAINST THEM, NASSER•s 

r 
!. 

REFERENCES TO RETURN TO 1948 5fATUS QUO, AND ISRAELI CONVICT ION 
OF VITAL INEREST IN FREE PASSAGE THROUGH TIRAN STRAITS, .. 
AS VELL AS US ?OLICY ON THIS SUBJECT. 

7. F: I AD STA"r'"ED IN STRONGEST TERMS, AND REITERATED SEVERAL 
T l r;rn:s D LH ING CONVERSATION, UARG DETERMINATION NOT TO 
ALTER I TS DEC IS ION TO CLOSE STRAITS TO ISRAEL I SHIPS AND 
STR ~ff'EG IC MATERIALS INCLUDING OIL. HE SA ID THAT TWENTY 
DAYS h GO UAR HAD EVERY EXPECTION THIS woc.n..o BE QUIET NORMAL 
srnm E:7?. THRE ATENED ATTACK ON SYRIA HAD TAKEN THEM 
BY S1JP?Ri 5E AND THEY HAD HAD TO REACT B.Y REQUESTING UNEF 
WIT HOP.AtJAL. HOWEVER, REOCCUPATION OF SHARM EL SHEIKH 
HAD MADE INEVITABLE RETURN TO STATUS QUO OF 1956 AND 
CLOSURE OF STRAITS. UAR CERTAINLY HAS SOVERIGN RIGHT 
TO MAINTAIN STATE OF WA-R AGAINST ISRAEL AND HENCE TO 
EXERCISE BELLIGERENT RIGHTS IN ITS TERRITORIAL WATERS. 
MINIST~R SAID HE WOULD SEE NO OBJECT ION TO ISRAEL 
PRESENTING COMPLAINT ON THIS ISSUE TO ICJ IF IT SO 
DESIREI; .. FIRM PlBLIC POSIT ION HAS BEEN TA J<EN ON CLOSUPJ: 

..... ,, 
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STRAITS AND NASSER• S POSITION IN ARAB WORLD WOULD BE 
DESTi10YED IF HE SHOULD YIELD. UAR HAS NO ALTER NAT IVE 
BUT TO FIGHT .. ANYONE" WHO ENDEAVORS TO FORCE PASSAGE 
OF 51'RA ITS. 

·s. ON OTHER HAND, IF OIL IS KEP AWAY FRO~~ STRAITS, 
THERE WILL BE NO PROBLEM. . HE NITTED EFFORTS TO PERSUADE 
IRAN TO PREVENT OIL SHIPMENTS OVER THIS ROUTE, REFERRED 
TO PRESIDENT TUBMAN•s "WISE" DECISION CONCERNING LIBERIAN TANKERS 
AND ADDED, "IF US REALLY WISHES TO BE HELPFUL" 
IT MIG ~T URGE US OIL COMPANIES TO REFRAIN FROM MAKING 
SHIPM~jrS OVER THIS ROUTE~ ISRAEL CAN BE OTHERWISl: 
SUPPL!ED .~ND PROBLEM IS NOT E'°CONOM IC Bur PURELY 
PSYCHOLOGICAL. 

9. AFTER SOME DISCUSSION THIS ISSUE, YOST SAID HE HAD 
HE.4RD CONSIDERABLE APPREHENSION EXPRESSED THAT UAR NOT 
ONLY INSISTS ON CLOSING STRAITS Bur 'WILL PROCEED TO . 

·. OTHER DE!1ANDS ALSO UNACCEPTABLE TO ISRAEL. RIAD REPLIED. 
THAT, WHILE AS HE HAD SA ID REFUGEE PROBLEM IS UNDERLYING 
CAUSE OF DIFFICULTIES, UAR HAS NO OTHER DEMANDS•. HE 
BELiEVES ·vERY STRONGLY IT WOll.D BE IN GENERAL INTERE~ 

PA'G~ IVC;{ 3349-B t t :9 E C R-£c::T 
FOR :€:I MAC TO BE RECONSTITUTED AND UNTSO OBSERVERS 
REAC? ~VAT ED ALONG ISRAEL- UAR FR ONT IER. OTHERW I s-E, 
INC IDEZNTS SURE TO OCCUR. HE CITED ISRAEL SEIZURE FIVE 
MA N Ut:8 PATROL FEW DAYS AGO, FACT PATROL NOT YET RELEASED AND 
PROB ABIL ITY THAT , IN ABSENCE UNTSO WHICH COULD EFFECT 
REL :~-~ S'E , UAR FORCES WILL HAVE TO SEIZE CORRESPONDE ING. 
ISFU.£1- I PATROL. . HOWEVER, HE WAS ?RACT !CALLY CERTAIN 
ISR :~ EL wOULD NOT AGREE TO REV !VAL E IMAC SINCE IT WOULD 
ME A~~ 7 HE :' WOULD HA VE TO GIVE UP EL AUJ A. 

10. -~r ALSO WARNED THAT UAR COULD NOT TOLERATE FURTHER 
SUBS'ft .)JT !Al AGGRESSIVE ISRAEL I ACT IONS ON SYRIAN OR 
JORDANIAN FRONTIERS SUCH AS ES SAMU RAID OR SHOOTING DOWN 
SYRIAN PLANES OVER SYRIA AND JORDAN. CONSEQUENCES OF 
INCIDENTS THIS · KIND WOULD BE WAR AND GREAT DESTRUCTION ON 
BOTH SIDES. NOLTE 
BT 



June Z, 1967 

From the President to Ambassador David Bruce 

Would you deliver personally to Lord Harlech the following message: 

Mrs. Johnson and I wish to express our deep r ·egret and 

sympathy at this terrible tragedy. 



----

----

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 2, 1967 

Mr. President: 

Attached is a short note from 
Secretary Rusk asking that you see 
Tommy Thompson while he is in 
Washington (June 2-15). 

t
( 
~) 

Francis M. Bator 

Marvin Watson to set up appt 

No 

Speak to me 

. . 
---- -- - '-----~---



THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

June 2, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT . 

Subject: Request for Appointment for 
Ambassador Thompson 

Recommendation: 

That you receive Ambassador Llewellyn E. Thompson when he is in 
=Washington on consultation, June 2 - June 15. 

Approve_____ Disapprove_____ 

Discussion: 

Ambassador Thompson will arrive in Washington on the evening of 
June 2 and plans to be here until June 15, when he will return to 
Moscow. I believe you would find it useful to talk with him at some 
time during his stay in the United States. You saw him last in late 
December 1966. 

Dean Rusk 



..-SECSK£11:.::T -- EYES ONLY 

J'une 2, 1967 

Bob--

The President wanted you to have 

a. copy of my memorandum. of 

conversation with Evron. 

W. W. Rostow 

Secretary McNamara 

Memo to the President, Wed., May 31, 1967, 6:45 p. m. 
conversation: W. W. Rostow and Minister Evron of Israeli Embassy. 

rln DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, S~c. 3, (b) 

SECRET White House Guideliru!s, Fi , 24, l~j 
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.June 2~ 1967 

. . 
Hr. Walt W. -·.· Ros·tow· 
Mr. Douglas Cater 
The White Hol1se 

This draft presidential statE:ment 
··on. the middle e~.-st cri.sis has been 

approved by H~ss.rs . · Katzenbach, E. · 
&1s t4-">W, Ba-ttl e and Sisco. · I h.ave not 

_'been able to show it to Secretary 
Ru$k, so· please let me have any changes 
to ·show him .t,n_ the,. morning .•.. · .,. · 

. . . . ' . ,• . . . . . ' ·. . 
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Executive Secretax:y 

., .... . 

I 

I 
I 

\ 
I 
l 

I 

I 

Enclosure~ 

As · stated. 

SEORE!f Enclosures ·· · 



, 
i 

on the ·c~:tsis i:-i · toe ·Middle Ea.st. · and what we and the other 

I Ou:: pos i tiort wi th rega1·\:l to the ·present crisis ~-..~.sts 
. . . . 

on t~o 'fa t r ·~h'd e-v.~~h~n,d~o ·p1.--io.tiple~/ of gene~i:~t ·apr,,1ica tion .. 

The .firsc is tl:at tee sup.port: t h e tet"ritoi::ial integrity 

and. ·p.olit~cal i r~dep~ncl~nc~· o f all. the countr i~s · of t he Middl-c 
!·. 

East. W~ st~nd .firmly against aggression there -- by anyone 
I 

and. in any . fo::m - ~ as ·we do elsewhere. This has been the 

pol ioy cf the United States uader four Presidents -- :,:il"esident 
' ' . ·. .' . ... . . .,. 

T-c~r-.. ;., ·ere~ide~t' Ei _set1hower,· President ·K\:n~edy sud mys·eif. 
' .. 

. It is a ~-ipar:'.:i sa.i pol i cy which ,.;e ha:~,t~/ applied even.-

. a.l'w$.Y,S ~4ad a· vital intel-est in upholding freedom of the 

? 
i : 
i 

i . p~iuc i ple of '. f~eedom o: the ~eas need only look to our 
;, ,,. _ 

i , 
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Ct.Lr posi~::cn on the e.pplicat1on. of this principle to · 

the Stt."ait o:Z Tiran goes back to 1957. President Eisenhower 

''Wit::J 1·-a:fr:rer~ce to the passage into a1.1d . through the 

Gulf of· lv!t.J-ia · ~•,(;: . ex.:r::essed t:he conviction that the Gulf .. -. .•. . . ~ . 

·. cot\stitutes ,·if.tarnfit;ional :wa ·~e7Cs, .and that no. natior:t has 
I • • • • • • • • ' • • • o • 

l4e.anno·a;c~d·that the Unite<l States was prepared to ey..ercise 

this r~s.tt :L~.:;:el·f ~no' to ,joiti. v.iith others to secure general 

~t this lilomaut~ t~e central focal point of our ~uest 

for t1-:e UnL:ed Nations·~ ·And the. 
l 

I 
focal point o.f our· ~£forts fa:: the United Nations i$ to l· 

I 
- Ifo:: ·a ·~raathiog .spell durir:.3- which di;>lomacy would ha.ve its } 

. chance to ·W'.}rk fo~ a. lasting settlement: that might remove. i 

with the Sc-cr.ata~y Genaral 's appeal 

I 
I 
l 
Ito exe::-cise restraint·. t 

J 
I 
r 
( 

' 
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Und\2:-c sud1 a proposal :1 the Un!.ted A-rab Ra public would 

1.ng shi_pp~t1g. in t ha Gu:.f of .~S~J.1.a.., .. and Israel would not use 

u:.:.:~ed A;.·c.b ·R-a~u'ulic with respect to the Strait of Tiran~ 
i 
LShips of:· all.- f:ags _hEve ~eeq able to sail ~hese wata-r:s 

• • • • I • • 

l 
~ .,., ' p-ea;:e.....u.::...i.._y 

. to Qny 11ation.-. . 9nly a sudden unilate?:~l move backed by the decla,·ed 

{ 

Surel:;-1 it sh~uld not be beyond .tlie powe-r of mode-rn diplcmacy r' 
i 
} 

to finG a· pee?~•_e.ful solution for a problem. in which tha vital I 

i:tt:G::estc· oi ~ll ·nations have been accorarn.ocfated succ(?ssfu.l;y · · I 
l 

-~-,~•;•• ·· 1· ~· o· ,-,.~~.~,:;nt" \l". , · 
~...... . .;;/ . .. 1,-.-W""" .../ .. I

i 

J 

t-o · secu:.·e ~ Decl.a.r.ation asser_t.ing the: right t
• 
t 
t 

Aqaba .. f . 

t 
·This ia ·th~ course . fOUr gov~1·nir.ent has urged with g:reat j 

l
Iearn~stness .· pn both sitle·s -- r.ot: to fi~e tha first shot. 

I 

I 
and unr.ecess_a:ry b:ccdsh.ed . 
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I • i' .i-t. · Con1mot1 huc;~nity demands that all -tlation·s.<.and all ·peoples
I , 

WOl:'.~~ to2ethe:: to prevent it. We earnestly pr-a'y that our 

.e·Z:=o:cts ~ . i~, tl1e United 1!~ tions 

to :,eace in th3 Middle EQst. 

' .' ' .,_ .. ·. ,;. ., .. 

I 
} 
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t 
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June 2, 1967 

! 

w~s .ti.me to giva you another brief report 

,. 

I . 

. . . . ., ."' . . . . . . . 

on tio ·ra:::~ •and a-i.~~L1h~n.d~d ·p't'in.tiplJs·,-_of gene:1:a+ · apii,:!ication. 
. . ·.' 

·The .::irot is thai:-· t'3e.· sup.port: the te1:ritorial itltegrlty · 

and. polit~csl indepen5ence· of 811. the countri~s· of the Middle-

East9 We stand .firmly against aggression t~er·e by ~nyone 
I 
j 

we do elsewhere. · This has bean the ) 

policy cf t:,e ·urdted· States under fom: Fre-sidents -- ?reside;lt 
. . . . .- . -~ . . . . . •r 

Tr~·~n) · e~~·~ident· Ei_seqhowa~) Presi1.~en~ -.~~n~'edy ana myse1f. 

nanded:.7 -over ·the. paa·t twenty years • . . , ' . . ' 

w~::ld cc~·..ir:~un~~:t ~o the free use _,-,f the interns tional .wate-ca 

land w~tE.::~..~~ys·. .A's s. maritime i1ation th.e United States has t 

. always had a· vital interest in upholding freedom of the l 

.·:seas •. · A~-:yone wlio ·doubt~ the depth of our commi~ment to the I 
:~ . . . . .. . . . . . . ~ . . . . 

pt;incip!.e o·f J:~eedom of the seas need o.nly look t:o our 
; , 

hi.sto_ry • .. 
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C\.:i:: po~::J.:icn on the a pplication of this principle to 

t he St~~i~ c= Ti~~ ~ goes ~~ck to 1957. President Eisenhower 

this r~~bt it:;el.f ana· to ,joit1 -with othars to secure general 

~--.ia,1$ it c~i:": er that. the Unite<l States 

co~~im:qs fi,:n--.ly to support. t h.is principle. 
t 

~t ehit momeut 1 t~e central focal poictt of our quest 
l 
l 

sc:ueion is the United Nations . And 
f 
! 

i 
foca. l po:.nt o.Z ct.~~ ·~ffm:ta in the Uni ted Nations i$ to I· 

mo·bi:i~e SU?,i:")Cr,:c fc::· ,. 

chance to ·wo.rk fo:: a. 

Sud-.: a · ~::;~opo~a1 

··1egitimc.:t~··i ~~t:~r es ts. 

~SERVA$ C 

f 
t'he Sec~etary General' S 1:ecommendation I 

I 
I 
I 

l.aati~ s ~ttlemerit that might remove. 

wot1lci not ·prejudice anyone';.; rights or 

lIt woulc1 ask al 1 parties to comp:y 

I
1 
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i 
r 
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proposal;; the United Arab Republic would 

not U$e fox-ce to .;;.·~i:ry out its announced 1'lolicy_ of. restrict­

ing sh~pp~ng ·. in the Gulf of AS!~P.a., .. and Israel would not use 
. . 

4£c: c~ by· way· cf ·-re~ali.ation against the attn,::mncement by the 

s:-~::ps cf:·all.- .flags _have ~ee~ able to sail t;hese wa.ter.s 
. . . . . ' . 

peacefa.:7..ly _fo~ the. past- e_leveli yea::s . -• witltou.t:. ·-prejudice 

in.tent" to t.t3~ . ;force now. ·tb~eatenS to change. that situation. 

t 
} Sure'1.y i:: shquld not be beyond ·the ·powe-r o·f mode~n diplomacy
l 

!' 
i to find. a·· pe~~-.Gful solution fo-::: a probl.em in which the vital 

interest.-s· of all ·~-:.~tions have been accommodated succC?ssful;y · · 

. .I •• •

We aricl' the ·Unit~ci K:.'..ngdom are consulting with other 

t-o · s ecure ~ Decl.ar.ation asser_t:ing the right 

of pas ..:; aga . t~;~o~:igh the Stra:-~ of Ti-ran and the Gulf of 

Aqaba .. 

·This is ·th~ course _your gov~·rnment has urged wtth g:res~ 

not to fi~e the first: shot. 

then the world h~s a 

cha-i~cc t., ·f~nd :c;.· _peaceful solutic:1 ~mi so to prev~nt: t.ragic 

and ur.necass_a:ry·_b'1.oodshed •. 

EXDIS 

I 
l 
1 . 

•PRE ERVATfO . COPY 
1-

https://probl.em


SEC:-,.!T EXDIS 
-4-

The world cannot afford 

•i:t.· .~ommon humanity demands -~hat all tlat:ions and all peoples 
.I , 

·worl~ together to prevent it:. We earnestly Fay that our 

.. ef.fo~ts, · in tl,e Uni~od Nations and outside it1 n1ay· lead us 

., • ••-• . I 

. j 

f 
l 
I 

l 
f-
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· June z. 1967 

Mr. President: 

Attached, !or your approval. is a 
farewell message to Harold Wilson. 
I£ you approve, it will be wired to him 
alter his departure tomorrow. 

Francis M. Bator 

OK 

No 

Speak to me-----



PROPOSED MESSAGE 

My good friend: 

It was very good to see you again. As always, our talks 

together were most helpful. Your friendship, and that of the 

British people, is a great comfort in these troubled times. 

Mrs. Johnson joins me in wishing you and Mrs. Wilson 

a pleasant journey home. 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Thursday. June 1, 1967 
4:20 p.m.• 

Mr. President: 

HerewlthJ on behalf o! 
Sec. Rusk, a prelhninary talking 
paper for your meeting with 
Pachachi. 

w. W. Rostow 

~ CON:FIDENTIJ\L 

DECLASSIFIED 
. . . . 0 . 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 
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C;O:i:>lli"IDli:NTIA-L June 1, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Visit of Iraqi Foreign Minister Adnan Pachachi, 
June 1, 6:'B P .M. 

You have agreed to receive Dr. Adnan Pachachi, Foreign Minister 
of Iraq ·on June 1, at 6~ p. m. Dr. Pachachi has come to the 
U.S. to explain the Arab point of view in the current Arab-Israeli 
political crisis. 

Dr. Pachachi has been Foreign Minister of Iraq since April, 1966. 
He had previously been permanent representative of Iraq to the 
United Nations where he often served as the principal spokesman 
and negotiator of the Arab bloc in dealing with the United States on 
Arab-Israeli affairs. Dr. Pachachi received his higher education in 
the United States, respects American institutions, and has 
developed good working relationships with U.S. officials. He 
speaks excellent English. In diplomatic debates he is highly articulate, 
stubborn but reasonable. 

Dr. Pachachi has just been in Cairo and can be expected to give 
Cairo's views on the current er.is is but with more detachment. · Iraq 
maintains close ties with the UAR and attempts to maintain unity · 
of policy with the latter except when this might contradict vital 
Iraqi national interests. It is possible that Pachachi might attempt 
to act as the UAR' s broker in the present crisis. He will 
undoubtedly adopt the UAR legal ·position on the status of the 
Gulf of Aqaba. 

Following are points which you and others may wish to make in your . 
discussions with Dr. Pachachi: 

l. The United States is seeking to avoid hostilities and to 

GONFIDENTI.Al.. 

Authority'11t-i i~--1~ I, 

By~, , Date ~- rt-t/1 
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achieve a resolution of the crisis through the United Nations if 
possibl e. We fully back the Secretary General's efforts to find 
ways to re-establish peace in the Middle East.· We agree with his 
assessment that the current crisis is more serious than at any tune 
since 195 6. 

2. We value our relations with the Arab world and realize 
the mutual danger we could suffer if a peaceful solution by the 
international community could not be attained. 

3. We have urged all members of the Security Council 
to support the Secretary-General in his efforts to find a 
peaceful solution to the problem. · We believe that a breathing 
spell not impairing free passage through the Strait of Tiran 
is needed for diplomatic activities to take place, and for the 
Council's more deliberate disposition of the underlying issues. 
We are in favor of a resolution endorsing the Secretary-General's 
appeal to all parties concerned to exercise special restraint, 
to forego belligerence, and to avoid all other actions which could 
increase tensions. 

4. In the pursuance of this effort we have dissuaded the 
Israelis, for the time being, from taking military actions. We 
now need a conciliatory approach on the part of the Arabs. 

5. Our legal position on the Gulf of Aqaba is based on 
international law and on ArticJel6, para. 4, of the Law of the 
Sea Convention of 1958 and was clearly stated by you on May 23. 
It is iinportant that all concerned understand the depth and 
firmness of our commitment to free passage through the Strait 
of Tiran for the ships of all nations_. 

6. This principle has nothing to do with Israel and the 
UAR. The second principle on which our position rests is equally 
important: We support the territorial integrity and political 
independence of all the countries of the Middle East. This 
principle has been affirmed by four American Presidents. It 

.{;0:NFIDE:N'I'LA IL., 
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has been invoked to protect Egypt against Israel, in 1956, in the 
Lebanon crisis of 1958, and in behalf of other Arab governments as 
well. 

We wish all the friendly Arab governments thoroughly 
to understand this fact, and recall the occasions when the principle 
was invoked in their behalf. 

7. We believe that effective steps must be taken to 
reaffirm the Egyptian-Israeli General Armistice Agreement and 
revitalize the Armistice machinery {we note that the UAR also 
called for this in the May 29 Security Council meeting). 

We will be sending over later accounts of Pachachi's discussions 
today with Ambassador Goldberg {8:00 a.m. ), myself {3:30 p.m.) 
and Secretary Rusk (5:00 p.m. ). We will make certain that 
Dr. Pachachi agrees to the same conditions of approach and secrecy 
regarding his conversation with you as in the case of Foreign 
Minister Eban. 

Eugene V. Ros tow 

~ ONFIDENTI.A TI 
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Thursday. June .1, 1967 
4:05 p.m. · 

Herewith ls an evenhanded 
view £ram Yost in Cairo. 

w. W. Rostow 

Cairo 8333 

SECREI -
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SEGRET/EXDIS 

Thursday, June 1, 1967 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM MR. YOST (Cairo, 8333) 

Agree that Arab unity is a fragile affair and the present 
display will not last indefinitely. However, there is agreement among 
those I have consulted that it has been extremely well orchestrated 
and has acquired sufficient momentum to carry it for some time, certainly 
several weeks. 

Although a wave of popular enthusiasm is helpful, and can be 
turned on and off with relative ease, it is not essential, at least in the UAR, 
to maintain a firm military and political posture. This depends almost 
wholly on the leaders and armed forces. There is little likelihood of 
"battle fatigue" among either of these in the near future. 

There is little question that the passage of time without a serious 
challenge to the UAR or Arab positions would create a more flexible situation 
and less heated atmosphere. However, a continued public challenge to UAR 
position on Aqaba and reports of maritime powers preparing to break the 
blockade by force constitute a built-in is sue on which to keep tempers at a 
high pitch and maintain Arab unity at the current or higher level. 

I recognize the problem the Department faces in endeavoring to 
restrain the Israelis from military action by assuring them of alternative 
means of breaking the blockade. How_ever, as long as the prospect either 
of Israeli attack or Western use of · force in the Straits seems imminent, 
Arab excitement and unity will probably mount rather than decline. 

The crisis could probably be defused if a way could be found to put 
the Aqaba issue on ice for a few weeks. However, this would presumably require 
either the UAR temporarily permitting oil; to pass or Israel temporarily 
acquiescing in oil being excluded. We doubt Nasser could tolerate the former 
without an unacceptable loss of face. 

If a crisis could be defused in this respect, we believe, barring 
accidents or provocations, a modus vivendi governing other elements of the 
problem, such as UN observers along the UAR-Israeli frontier, could 
probably be worked out. Under these circumstances, passions would cool 
off and traditional Arab diversity would be likely to reassert itself. 

SECRET/ EXDISD 
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This estimate is based on the assumption, which I am inclined 
to believe is correct but cannot vouch for, that Nasser will be satisfied 
at this juncture with a substantial restoration of the status quo ante 1956 and 
will not exploit or be swept along by the present Arab e uphoria to claim 
further gains at Israeli expense. Of course, the longer the crisis · continues 
at the current temperature the greater is the danger the bids might be 
riased on both sides. 

-SECRET/ EXDIS 
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Thursday, June l, 1967 -- 3:ZS p. m. 

Mr. President: 

You will recall you sald -- some time ago -- that you would 
see John Oakes after hi.s return from Viet Nam.. 

Oakes will be back ln Washington June 15-16;. from about 
2:00 p. m. Thursday, 15th, until about 3:00 p.m. Friday, 16th. 

W. W. Ros-tow 

Have Marv-In set a time----
Can't see 

See me 

RLN 



Thurs 1une 1, 1967 
3pm 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

This may have appeared in. the Washington 
Post, but 1 didn•t see it. U you haven't 
seen it, l felt it would brighten the day. 

W.W. R. 

Attachment (Art Buchwald. colwn-n) 
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WASHINGTON-This has 
been a bad week for the doves 
and the hawks. N~sser's deci­
sion to close the ·Gulf · of 
Aqaba to Israel has made 
hawks out of doves and doves 
out of hawks. The doves of 
the past want the United 
States to act immediately. 
and the hawks of Vietnam .· 
want us to cool it in the Mid­
dle East. 

Even my friend Brinker­
hoff, a devout pacifist, was · 
in turmoil. When I saw him 
this week-end he was stick­
ing a knife into a photograph 
of Nasser and screaming, 
"Kill! Kill!" 

"Brinkerhoff, how can you 
talk that way when you've 
been one of the leading advo-, 
cates of peace in the world?" 

"I'm still for peace in the 
world, but you'll never have 

it with that dirty rat Nasser 
in the Middle East. Kill!" 

"Now, ·wait , a . minute, 
Brinkerhoff. If you're going 
to be a pacifist, you can't be 
going around screaming 'kill,' 
and stabbing photos of Nas­
ser in the newspapers.>J · _ 

"That's how much you 
know about pacifists." 

"Let me ask · you this, 
Brinkerhoff. Would you advo­
cate the use of force to · 
reopen the Gulf of Aqaba to • 
international shipping?" , 

"Only if we bomb Cairo 
first," Brinkerhoff said. 

"But you're against bomb­
ing. Don't you remember. 
Brinkerhoff?" 

"Stop telling me what I 
WAS against. Ask me what 
I'm for." ' 

"All right,. what are you . 
for?" 

"Blowing up the Aswan 

Dam, B-52 raids on the Suez 
Canal and the complete 
defoliation of Jordan." 

"If I didn't know ·.you bet­
ter, Brinkerhoff, I would 
think you've become a hawk." 

"I'm not a hawk. I'm a dove 
who's lost his temper.. I say : 
there's only one solution to 
the Middle East crisis, and 
that's to escalate. Egypt must 
be made to pay for its aggres­
sion." 

"But, Brinkerhoff, the 
hawks in the United States 
say the matter should be set­
tled peacefully in the United 
Nations." 

"The hawks are chicken. 
The United Nations can't set­
tle anything. The only thing 
the Arabs understand is force. 
We should nuke "em." 

"Nuke 'em?" 
."Give 'em a taste of nuclear 

weapons and let's see what 
big shots they are then." 

"But, Brinkerhoff, you 
marched in a parade three 
weeks · ago carrying a sign 
which said 'Live and let live'." 

"I wasn't talking about 
Nasser and . those Syrians. 
Besides, the . United States 
has a commitment to Israel · 
and they --should .honor it." 

"Do you think the United 
States should go it alone if 
nobody else wants to help?" 

''You bet your sweet life 
they should go it alone. I say 
bomb them back to the stone 
age." 
. "Brinkerhoff, you sound 
like Barry Goldwater." · 

"What's wrong with Gold­
water? At least he knows 
what a bunch of dirty double­
crossers the Russians are." 

"Then you think we should 
stand up to the Russians on 

i 

i; 

the question of · the Middle 
East?" 

"The hell with standing up 
to the Russians. Let's nuke 
'em." · ~ 

_"I wish you ·wouldn't keep 
saying that, Brinkerhoff. It · 
doesn't sound like you." 

"You haven't heard any­
thing yet," he said. ''You 
know my son Herbert, the 
one who said he was going ; 

= to be a draft dodger?" a 
"Yes. What about him?" I 
"Well, he's joining the U.S. 

Marine Corps. He says if we 
don't stop the Commies in the 

· Middle East, we'll be fighting 
on the beaches of Coney
Island." · I

"He said that?" 
"Why do you look so sur­

prised?" Brinkerhoff said. I"Haven't you ever heard of Ithe Domino Theory?" I. 
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Thursday, June 1, 1967 
3:15 p. m. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Michael Palliser, Prime Minister Wilson's foreign policy aide. made 
these points in. talking to me yesterday about your session with Wilson 
tomorrow. 

1. He rec,ommends you begin with the Middle East. He believes 
you should hear bim on his political problems in the Cabinet: he is 
sure Wilson wishes to know what your problems are with the Congress 
and how yow propose to handle them. 

2.. One reason for this judgment is that most of the other items on the 
agenda are colored ·by the Near East problem. 

3. He wanted me to know the Prime lAinister is all stirred up by 
reporti.ng from Washington about him and bis views. When I asked: 
What now? He said that Henry Brandon reported Wilson was thinking o.f 
moving to a more deta.che·d "middlen position on Viet Nam. This came up 
when the Vice President saw him. He .feels aggrieved. 

4. I limited myself to the observation that the Prime Minister would be 
talking to a President whose troubles with leaks were likely to outmatch his. 

W.W. R. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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-SECRET 

Thursday. 1une 1. 1967 
2:27 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith I<lng Husf3ein asks 
for your neutrality. Our Arab friends 
really find it dlfflcult to remember 
what President Eisenhower had to do 
to get the Israeli troops out of Slnal. 

W. W. Rostow 

~ 
Jlaama!\ 3932 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, . 3.4 
~} ' ~ -

~~, NARA, Date 'f- 9- f ~ 



~ SECRET 

Thursday, June 1, 1967 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM AMMAN, JORD4'N (3932) 

During his meeting with the Amhassador, the King said -
with great earnestness that he wished to propose to the President that 
he authorize _the issuance of a public statement by a White House spokesman 
clarifying U.S. policy towards the current crisis which would include 
the following points: 

A. The U.S. Government seeks to be neutral between the 
parties to this dispute. 

B. The main objective of the U.S. Goyernment is to preserve 
peace and it is willing to use its good offices to this end. 

C. The U.S. Government will not be responsible for hostilities 
in the Middle East and will not be a party to them. 

D. The U.S. Government will oppose any party who starts 
a war. 

The King said that he was making this suggestion as an old 
friend of the U. S. He felt such a statement would be a contribution to peace 
and consistent with what the Arci.bs knew were the moral principles· of the 
u. s. 

Without ·2fuch clarification, and however the crisis turned out, 
said the King, he was concerned that the U.S. could suffer an irretrievable 
loss among the Arabs. 

~ECRE'f-

L'" • _ _...__ I ." 



Thursday, June 1, 1967 -- 2:20 p .. m. 

Mr. President: 

This le to confirm the arrangements I made with Marv Watson 
and Secretary Rusk. 

1. Sec. Rusk will see Ira.qi Foreign Minister Pachachi at 5: 00 p. m. 
today. 

2. He will be here at 6:45 p. m. to report to you what he learned 
and to give you his recommendations for handling Pachachl. 

3. You will see Pachachl after your dlscuss\p with Sec. Rusk. 

4. Sec. Rusk will set the ground rules £or this meeting; as .you 
instructed, and Pachachl will be brought 1n through the southeast gate. 

W. W. Rostow 

WWRostow:rln 



Thursday, June 1, 1967 
2:10 p.m. 

Mr. Prosident: 

Herewith: 

1. The full flavor and feeling oi one 
of our Arabist Ambassadors (Smythe, in Syria.). 

2. A shrewd Belgian Ambassador ln 
Cairo who says, in effect, let Israel and Egypt 
have it out. 

I have no recommendation to make; but 
wish you to have before you as wide a 
range of perspectives as possible. 

W. W. Rostow 

Damascus 122.4 
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- · bRAB ISRAEL CR ISIS 

1. AFTER CAREFUL REVIEW REFTEL, I CAN ONL Y CO .JC \ WITH DISMAY.• 1 
'· IN CAI RO'S ASSERT! ·t 1 (CAIRO 8093) THAT SHAPE US POLICY TAK ING 
IN PRESENT CR IS IS SHARPLY DIVER GENT FROM VIEWS REPORTED AREA 
POST S APPE ARS FIELD ASSESSME NTS HAVE PLAYED NO RPT NO ROLE · IN 
FOL I ~Y FORMULATION. OUR APPRECIATION SIT UAT ION CONT AINED 
DAMA SCUS 1200. IF FULLY ENDORSE VIEWS BEIR ITT, BAGHDAD , AM~ AN, 
JIDD A, CAIRO, ·KUWAIT, ALGIERS AND OTHE· S . NOT NECESS ~R Y. AT 

.- TH I S POINT TO REPEAT ELOQUENT AND CONS I STENT ARGt11ENTATION 
Cf ·L ~ TER FOR, IN EFFECT, QTE HA l'D S OFF UN QTE ·POLICY IN CURRENT 
ARAB-ISRAEL CONFRONTATION. 

2. THERE APPEARS TO BE CONSENSUS BEST M- d S, MOST KNOWLEDGABLE 
. AREA EXPERTS THAT OlITLINE US POL I CY TO D.T ~ D IR : TL Y OPPOSED · 

SttROT AND _ESPEC !ALLY LONG TERM US NAT ION AL H-:T Ef~ ESTS IN AREA. 
POLICY CHARTS COLLISION cornsE WITH MONOLITH· c .... :SER-LED ARAB 
NATION. DETER I OR AT ION US POSIT ION HAS BEEN SO RA PI D THAT I 
EELIEVE WE ·FACED WITH FE W ALTERNATIVES ' BESIDE MOUNTING SALVAGE 
MI_SS ION. PLAN Qr E !SOL ATE UAR FR OM OUR ME FR IE ND S LN QT E FEEBLE 
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. FDLICY CHARTS COLLISIO~~ COLP.SE: iJ ITH MONOLITHIC NASSER-LED ARAB 
NATION. DETERIO:=?AT!Oq US POS ION HAS BEEN SO R~-~D THAT I 
SSL !EVE f.JE FACED WIT :EH TERN AT IVES BESIDE ~1L .JT ING SALVA GE 
MISSION. PLAN QTE ISCL.!\ UAR FROM OUR ME FRIENDS UNQTE FEEBLE 

PA GE ,3 R um-m M 1124 S : C R !!: T i<J 01· OiH~ 
Lr;- NOT RIDICULOUS HOPE, PARTICUL.t:\RLY IN LIGHT HUSAYr~'S 
DRAMATIC TRIP TO C:\IRO AND SOLIDARITY VIEWS ALL ARAB LEADERS 
;,JELL-D IS?OSED TO US VS. OUR PRESENT POLICY STANCE. 

3. US FIRM DETERMINATION KEE? TIRAN STRAITS OYEN EITHER 
TI-IROUGH UN MECHANIS.1 OR BY JOINT OPERATION MP..Jm MAR !TIME 
POWERS SEEMS ~OPED.Om-!ED. C!\RDS ALREADY STACKED · AGA'I~JST ANY 
EFFECTIVE IJN ACTION THIS SORT IN VIEW INDICATIONS SUBSTANTIAL 
SUPPORT UAR STANCE, AND Ai1BIVALE~,1CE SC MEMBERS, Of HERS NOT 
FULLY COMMITTED SUPPORT UAR, ARABS. ACTION BY MARITI:1E 
rm~JERS WOULD BS THINLY VEILED DIRECT us, UK INTERVENTION \·JHICH 

. DESf INED PRODUCE PERILOUS CONFRO :SJT AT ION• 

4. US QrE EV'.::NHANDED UNQTE ME ?OLICY IS VIEWED BY ARABS AS 
F"R.~ UD, AND us ACT ION D m ING CURn ENT CR I5IS HAVE CONFIRMED 
TH I.S BELIEF. OUR ARAB FR !ENDS HAVE PLEADED THAT WE SIMPLY 
TAKE om QTE EVEN-HAND UNQTE OFF. NEBULOU3 co:1M!TMENTS WE 
HAVE RE TIRAN STRAITS MUST BE WEIGHED IN VIEW AREA CONSEQUENCES 
IF WE Hom R THE~1 . CONSENSUS INFORMED OPINION IND !CATES 
DISAsrER FOR US IF IT PUSHES T IRAN CLAIM EITHER IN MULTILATERAL 
GUISE OR UNILATERALLY. 

5. MY VIEW OF SITUATION, PERHAPS OVERSIMPLIFIED, IS THAT US 

PAGE 4 R UQ!1DM 1124 -S ! C ~ E 'f NOFOfHl 
REAPING FULL HARVEST 20 YEAR .AREA POZ ICY WHICH HAS REGARDED 
ISRAEZ AS FULCRUM, HIGHEST PRI01 ITY INTEREST. THIS HAS RANKLED 

. ARABS WH O NOW FEEL STRONG ENOUGH TO CHALLENGE US, HOPING. JAR IT 
INTO F '.Ji..L REl~LIZATION ITS TOTAL POSITION NOW IN JEOPARDY UNLESS 

- IT REVISES ITS PRIORITIES IN LIG1-IT OVERALL US NATIONAL INTEREST. 
FA IL ING THIS, N~ABS DETERM !NED SMASH US !NFL UENCE IN AREA 
CIN WHICH THEY EXPECT USSR BACKING). ON SCALES WE HAVE 
ISRAEL, AN UNVIABLE CLIENT STATE WHOSE TIES, VALUE TO US 
ffi!MARILY EMOTIONAL, BL,AANCED WITH FULL RANGE VITAL STRATEGIC, 
POLIT !CAL, COMt1ERCIAL/ECONOM IC INTERESTS REPRESENTED BY ARAB 
Sf ATES. -THE FOLLY OF US PURSUING PRESENT POLICY OBVIOUS 
WITHOUT FURTHER ELABORATION. 

GP-1. S't1 YTHE 
Br 

~JNN 
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EXDIS 

1. BELG IAN AMBP.SSADOR CARLIER, FORMER COLLEAGUE IN RABAT, 
EXPRESSED VIE~ TO YOST THAT NASSER" WOULD NOT BUDGE AN INCH 
ON AQABA." 

· 2. HE FELT THA1 IT WOULD BE NOST DAMAGING TO WHOLE WESTERN 
POSITION IN N1£AR EAST IF US AND UK ATTE~1PTED TO BREAK BLOCKADE 
BY FORCE. HE ARGUED IT WOULD BE PREFERABLE THAT ISRAEL, 
IF IT CONSIDERS BLOCKADE INTOLERABLE, TAKE DIRECT MILITARY 
ACTION AGAINST UAR, RATHER THAN THAT WESTERN POWERS DO SO •. 
HE BELIEVES THAT, IF US AND USSR STAY ON SIDELINES, FIGHTING 
WOULD BE OF SHORT DURATION, WITH BOTH SIDES GETTING BLOODY 
NOSE BUT ISRAEL cor1 ING OFF SOl·lE'JHAT BETTER. 

PAGE 2 RiJEIVCR 8313B-S ! e R E T 

3. HE ,AR;UES RATHER CYNICALLY, AS DO SOHE OTHEBS HERE WHO 
ARE FED U? WITH INTERMINABLE ARAB-ISRAEL CONFLICT, THAT ONLY 
AFTER SUCH BLOODLETTING WILL BOTH SIDES BE PREPARED TO 
MAKE CONCESSIONS NECESSARY TO LONG-TERM COEXISTENCE. 
OF COURSE HE SOME~HAt RASHLY ASSUMES CONFLICT COULD BE 
CIRCUMSCRIBED IN SCOPE .AND TIME. 
NOLTE 
BT 
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Thursday, mine 1, 1967 
1:50 p.m. 

Mr. Presldent: 

Thls speech by Thang to a 
graduating class ot Revolutionary 
Development ca.~es ls hea.;rtenlng 
£or its courage, realism, md 
doctrine. 

W. W. Rostow 
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TO: The Ambas.s:!dor DATE: May 20, 1967 
and Members, U.. S" Mission Council 

FROM: Ed Lansdale ZL 
SUBJECT: Talk on Revolutionary Development 

For your information, attached is a translation of a 
talk by General Nguyen due Thang at the graduation of the 1 / 67 
training class. RD Training Center, Vung Tau~ on May 18. General 
Thang made a rough. oral translation while working on his -final 
speech just before the ceremony and I noted it down. as in the attached~ 

The graduating class was the first one since the VC 
stepped up their terror campaign against RD teams. The audience 
(of about 3ci 000 graduates) was well aware of the terror attacks 
awaiting them after graduation. Of interest is the way General 
Thang discussed this subject.. Of interestt also,. is that a minute 
of silence was observed to commemorate those killed by the VC,, 
with special mention of two persons. (Comment: Major Nguyen Bet 
Director of the RD Training Center. told me the next day that 
instructors and graduates had decided£ just after the ceremony, to 
build a commemorative memorial at the Center for the heroes 
named in this talk. ) 

SLO:EGLansdale:rm 

·PRESERVATK>N copy 
- --·- - -- - - - - -------- ·- - . ~- . - - - - - - . - - -- -- -- -- ---------- -- -.- - · --------- --~--- - ~-~ 
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Talk by G2ncral Nguyen due Thang 
Minicter o:f Revolutionary Devclopment 

At G1..aduation of Class l / 67 /; Revolutionary 
Dev~lopment Trai11ing Center. Vung Tau, 

L!o.y 1a. 1967 

Mru Prime Minister.. Gentlem.el'l. I thank the 
Prime Minister warmly for bei.l1g here wit..11 us this evening., 

In th{} recent se1..ies of semil1ars, I discussed a very 
important problem with our cadres throughout the countrJ.. The 
problem is for all of us to be alert to the Viet Cong intent to kill 
Revolutionary Development cadres. My reason for doing this is 
because on 15 !i.'!arch 1967, the so-called "High Co,m.m.and of the 
Liberation of South Viet Nam Armed Forces'' issued an order to all 
their guerrilla, regional, ai."1d regular troops.. The order had three 
points., First~ to consider the present RD cadres as a type of 
"puppet armed forces., " Second, to try to kill the RD group leader 
and team leader.. Third, to kill an RD cadre was said to be equivalent 
to killing "an American aggressor.. 11 

Tha.t order is really an admission by the enemy of 
his inability to stop us in our nation·-building proaram. That order 
also is a high com.pliment to all our cadres tI1roughout the country. 
I me~-i by thati that despite the fact that. our cadre teams still have 
weaknesses and despite the fact that there are gape i.11 our progran1.s 
the VC have begun to realize the threat to the.m. of becoming isolated 
from the people, if they let our effort grow strong.. 

Since the first day of the year until now, the V C have 
launched many serious attempt~ aimed at dicrt1pting our p1~ogram~ 
In this period., thzy have harassed or attacked our RD tca:ms 324 
times. 182 cadres have lost their lives for our nobl~ cai.1s~. But, 
the VC have mistaken us and our resolve.. They t.11ought that it was 
enough to shoot a few rounda at us. to try to scare us into surrender 
by charging us,. They fired at us.. We fired back at them.. They 
charged in attack. We defended.. 341 VC were lying in the barbed 
wire around our hamlets afterwards.. 35 VC surrendered to us .. 
Ten crew-se1·ved and 7 8 individual weapons were captured by us 
from them. The RD teams e~ttacked by the VC ctill remain i11 the 
hamlets~ undaunted. Their morale~ a~r~acy high. has become higher .. 



_

Page 2.. 

Why did the VC select our teamn as a prime target? 
They cannot tolerate us, because we are determined to bri..-r1g security, 
social justice, e.nd happiness to the people of the countrysid~. In 
contrast~ the VC are determined to give the people nothing but hatred. 
misery, poverty( and fear,, They cannot tolerate us, because we are 
trying our best to rebuild our suffering country. In contrast. they 
are determined to des·troy our country" to make it suffer even more . 
They cannot tolerate us, because this year we are expanding our ar~a 
of control; we are freeing many populous and rich areas that have 
been used by the VC as their supply bases for many years. They 
cannot tolerate us.c because we are now starting to eat with the people.: 
to fight alongside the people, to live with the people, to build with tl1e 
peoplep as their true friends .. 

Becauce he was dedicated to our ideals, our comrade 
Bui van Dat, leader of Quang Ngai GroLtp No.. 10, fell on 26 February 
1968, after many successive and massive attacks by a VC battaliona 
when he was protecting the people of Due Hni V~llage o 

Because she i.Yas dedicated to our ideslsi our comrade 
Miss Dang thi Lang, cadre at Phu Choni Xuan Loe (Long Khanh).r was 
tied to a stake and shot through the head by the VC on 15 April 1967 
-- when she distributed medicines to our fellow countrymen and asked 
them to go to the polls and elect their own .Village Council.. 

We are deeply proud to have such heroes in our ranke. 
I beg all of you, trainees, instructors" al!, to stand up with me and 
observe one ir.J.nute of silence -- to comme!ncrate the sublime 
s-:-~.crifice of our comrades Bui van Dat and Dang thi Lung -- and that 
of the 180 other cadres -- and of the ARVN scrvicom.en who have 
given their all to Viet Nam in order to rebuild the countrysida, 

(The minute of silence \V:ls obser~.re<l. Then a choral 
group sang the new Memorial Song of Revoluti~nary Development" 
"Tuong niem Can bo Xay-Dung Nang-Thon.. n It is a poem by :Major 
Nguyen Be.,. set to music by a group of RD cadre recently. ) 

I order every cadre to go on,. to be friendly with the 
peasants" to stay with them, to eat with them, to fig!ri: alongside 
them,. and to build a n,~w life with them.. That is the right vtay to 
have the peasants on cu1-- side.. That is the right wn.y to make the 
VC lose the countryside. Ey doing what I sai.d" ' you will have the 
support and cooperation of the people.. When you enter a hamlet. 

- -- -- -- _!PIIESERVATION COPY 
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Page 3 ., 

reme.rnbar that you must resI)ect the old men, love the childrenc 
and be very decerrc towards the women7 Pay at~ention to neatness 
in your uniform.,. Pay the l"ight price honeztly when you buy 
anything.. Don't kick peasants out of their homes to use the houses 
yourself. Men ·.·adre have no right to stay with a widqwst families. 
Be friendly with the people.. Show them that you like them, The 
people will then be your friends and lH~e you.. Carry out all of your 
promices. Try to Chieu Hoi or destroy the Communist subversive 
agents.. Eradicat~ th~ tyrannical offid.als, That is the only way 
that the people will have confidence in yout respect you# admire youll 
and stand up with you in order to di~pel the gloomy life and build a 
brigh"ter lifeo ThD.t in foa only ·\vay to change the tears of the past in 
the countryside into th~ hap~:,y laughter of the future. 

I also or·der all the cadres to cooperate fully with the 
ARVN units whose reaponsibiliiy it is to provide sec1.1rity for our 
teams. Befriend the soldiers. Consider them as brothers in the 
same family. 

AlsoJ; I remind you to be alert against the "binh van'' 
(infiltrators,( Fifth Columnists). The VC are experts at doing this. 
Their most successful strategy is the way they use beautiful women 
for this work. 

I now tell you that in the months to come the struggle 
between our cadres 3.J.j_d the VC underground agents will be grimly 
challenging.. I now tell you frankly that you will meet with difficulties 
once back again in your Province, because the area where you will 
be operating -- although secured -- is not that safe.. If you don't 
discover the VC subversive agents, to kill them~ they will kill you_ 
It will be difficult, too, because you must coordinate your efforts 
with those of public servants and servicemen in order to accomplish 
your mission., I know that you are able to overcome such difficulties.. 
I ask you only not to be afraid of difficulties~ not to surrender to 
suffering, not to get discouraged by criticism. Such criticism often 
comes from people who under stand nothing about the countryside. 
from people who don't really lmow us, from people who intentionally 
don•t want to accept us as their friends, 

Don:t forget that our struggle against the Communists 
is a long struggle,. The side that will lose is the one th3.t will get 
discouraged first. I wish for all of you a good trip back to your 
Provinces and good energy in your wark so you will have good success 
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in Revolutionary Development., The days just ahead will see great 
changes for the good of our country.. You are a splendid part of this 
history that is comi.rig now., Ee good citizens in iti 

Join me no,.v ill a cheer.I; the famous one faat every 
Revolutionary Development cadre is always proud to shout: "Viet 
Nam Doc-Lap va Thong-Nhat Muon Nam" (Viet Nam Independent and 
Unified Forever) .. 

(Three thousand cadre and hundreds of spectators 
joined in this cheer.) · 

____ _•PRESERVATION-COPY 



SECRET 

Thursday, J\llle .1, 1967 
1:05 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Bowles reports 
Indian attitudes on Near East. 

W'. W. Rostow 

·SECRET 
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E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 
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-SECR'.E:.T/ NODlS.. 

Thursday, June 1, 1967 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM AMBASSADOR BOWLES {New Delhi, 17606) 

During the last few days I have raised the West Asia issue 
twice with Morarji Desai and also with Mrs. Gandhi and Chavan as well 
as in general discussions with a half dozen other Ministers. Their 
responses reflect the prevailing hypersensitive and uncertain political 

. situation we fac.:.; l:'!.~re. 

In my calls on each of the three principals, I began by stressing 
the importance the U.S. Government places on restraint by all parties in the 
present crisis and our regret that India, \Yhich might have been able to 
exert some influence on the UAR, chose to take a one-sided stand. I 
suggested that India's unbalanced posture might have the effect of 
encouraging the UAR to be less rather than more responsible in .the current 
perilous confrontation of military forces, and would certainly harden 
Nasser's uncompromising attitude. 

Chavan, whom I saw· first, expressed surprise that the 
situation was as grave as I described it. He seemed to feel that whatever 
position India adopted would not make much difference. It was clear that 
he is completely occupied with domestic law and order problems. 

When I made my presentation to Mrs. Gandhi on May 29 
she stated that India had traditionally supported Nasser and his Arab allies, 
for the simple reason that In~ia cannot afford to see a unified and antagonistic 
Muslim block develop in West Asia. Already Pakist.an is successfully 
associating its interests with those of Iran, Turkey and Saudi Arabia, an 
association which many Indian leaders believe has the backing of the U.S . . 
Government or at least is being encouraged, even if unintentionally, as a 
result of U.S. policies. More than. that, Nasser being closer to the man 
in the street is likely to grow in influence while Israel will decline, and 
Israel is only one country and small, whereas the Arab countries are rnany 
and count more internationally. 

c:, SFCR~T/ ~t'OD15 
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When I suggested that her latter comment, if applied generally 
to foreign policy questions, would amount to saying that large nations 
should be against small, she stated, "We must be realistic. " Mrs. Gandhi 
like Chavan, seemed totally preoccupied with other matters and unable to 
focus on the implications of the crisis posed by the UAR-Israel confrontation. 

Because I knew from private sources that Morarji Desai had 
sharply dissented from Chagla's position in the recent meeting of the 
Foreign Policy Committee of the Cabinet and had urged the Government of 
India adopt a strictly neutral posture, and because I was dissatisfied with 
the talks with Chavan and the Prime Minister, I called on Morarji on the 
morning of May 31 for the second time within five days. Speaking to him 
as an old, personal friend, I urged him to consider the likely consequences 
of India's apparently unqualified support for Nasser rlt a motl"'.c~t of Cf'is~s. 
Not only did I fail to see how Indian interests w~re advanced in West Asia, 
but perhaps more 1mportant, I felt such a position was bound to jeopardize 
Indian interests in the U.S. Many liberals in Congress who have loyally 
backed foreign aid legislation are strongly committed to Israel. In the 
future their response to aid requests for India may be at best one of 
indifference. 

To my surprise, in view of his strong personal support of 
Israel and his distrust of Nasser, Morarji reacted strongly. "Why," he 
asked, "don't we Indians have as much right to speak up as you Americans? 
Should the fact that we urgently need your assistance deprive us of our 
right to express ourselves?" 

I replied that while I was not attempting to pressure him or 
his Government, I did want to make sure that at least one responsible 
individuaJ ~ ..:.. tile Indian Government was aware of the potential consequences 
of Indian present foreign policy. 

At this, Morarji cooled off quickly and in his usual frank and 
friendly fashion began to share his personal concerns. In the first place, 
he said, he was not in a position within the Government to have his way on 
everything. He could to some extent influence foreign policy and in large 
measure shape economic policy. But hi~ primary task now was to win the 
full confidence of Mrs. Gandhi without compromising his own convictions. 
This, he stated, is not an easy task, adding, "You Americans wanted 
Mrs. Gandhi and you supported her." 

'-SECRET/PiODI8 ,. 
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I observed that it had never been a question of who we 
wanted as Prime Minister. We had, however, correctly assumed that 
Mrs. Gandhi would win and when she did, we naturally hoped that she 
would prove equal to the task. Admittedly, if he were Prime Minister, 
our taks would be .easier since he and we had a more or less common 
view of world politics and Indian development. The critical question now, 
I said, was who in the present setting will provide the sense of direction 
and priorities which India so urgently requires? 

Morarji stated that it is too early to tell, but in the meantime 
he would continue to do his best to keep the present Government on a 
constructive course. As for future, a coalition government at center was 
possible only if scm..e Congres~ MPS split off, ~nd at the moment this did 
not seem to be 1n his cards. ff the situation moves in that direction, Morarji 
felt he could help shape the coalition government that would resu.~t. 

Comment: As these conversations suggest, we face a difficult 
and uncertain political situation in the coming months. Most of the 
leadership is groping in the dark. Desai, the most notable exception, 
cannot afford to take on too many battles at once. 

The hopeful aspect of the current picture is on the economic 
side. Desai 's budget is an excellent document prepared under difficult 

· circumstances; with a decent monsoon, the Indian economy should.•begin 
to pick up markedly by the end of the year, which in turn could ease the 
present political tensions and restore confidence among leaders, press, 
and public. 

I am pouching you a memorandum analyzing the current 
political and economic situations in greater detail and spelling out some 
recommendations for U.S. policies geared to this situation. 

- SECRET/ NOD:ES 



Thul ay, June 1. 1967 - l p. m •. 

MR. PRESIDENT: ~ 
As instructed, I called on Congressman Celler and Congressman Morgan at 
noon in the Rayburn Building. 

Congressman Celler explained that he and Morgan were working closely together 
in providing leadership i.n the House with respect to tbe Mid East cri-sis. 

They wish me to convey to you the :following: . 

1. The clear majority sentiment in the House ot Representatives is pro­
Israel. They £eel Israel is being ..pushed around" by Nasser. 

z. They are worried about the effect of the passage 0£ time on Israel 
with respect to -the build-up of Egyptian forces in Sinai and the debilitating con­
sequences for the Israeli economy. 

3. They feel we shall. in the end, have to udo somethingn to open the blockade 
at Aqaba -- multilaterally or otherwise. 

4. They do not believe that the Soviet Union will directly confront us if we 
so act. They will react indirectly. 

5. They wanted it clearly understood that they are "Ad.ministration menu; 
they fully support the President: they iully support your statement of May 23; 
and they wish to do nothing that you would not regard as helpful. 

6. Celler then asked. uwould the President regard it as helpful if we 
generated a. strong statement of support £or his position on Aqaba ru He said 
that without even trying, they got over 100 signatures last week. 

I replied that I could not ,speak for the President. It was my impression that the 
President might need their support in the days ahead. and it might be wise to 
await the President's-direct guidance. But I could be wrong; and if the President 
wished them to generate a statement of support~ I would let them know. 

Celler did most of the speaking; but, at each point. he asked Morgan for con­
finnation that this was also bis view. Morgan explicitly stated bis agreement 
at ·eac·h point and at the end when I summarized their message to you. 

W. W« ..R.No Congressional statement wanted now-----
C?e/let-

Tell lldter and Morgan to do the iollowing-----------
See me-----



'·· , .. 
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Thursday, June 1, 1967 
12:50 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith: 

a North Vletnameae e•tlmate that their 
industries are now produclq 40% ttbelow norma1° 
became of the lateat U.S. raida; 

w. w. Roatow 

L.. 

:rt§µ;-. 
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Thursday, June 1, 1967, 11:50 a. m. 

:MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

At Tab A, for your signature, is a letter to Mike Blumenthal accepting 
his resignation as Deputy Trade Negotiator (Mike's earlier letter to you is 
at Tab B). 

As you know, Mike is slated to become President .of Bendix Interna­
tional. I just learned that Bendia plans to announce the appointment on 
Monday, June 5. (Apparently they have internal problems that would make 
it difficult for them to delay the announcement. ) 

You may want to have George Christian announce that you have accepted 
the resignation. 

Francis M. Bator· 

(If you approve, we will need your signature at Tab A.) 

George Christian to make brief announcement that you 
have accepted resignation 

George to release text of your letter___ (His letter should not be released) 

Speak to me 

FMB:LSE:mst 
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II le, •Ith 4eep s:oaroc. lbat 1 accept JDDt' re•laaaU,oa. 
For fear years yoe lave,played a l•adk.s :role la a. loaa. alld 
cHffia•lt l'l480lia.._oa, ,ctrformbtg wttb. 0111teflto-.~ aklll, 
•ft••IJ• latelllgeaee alld •••otl.oa. Tile t ac«•••fal co-aclv• 
!$loa of tao ~AUdJ ..Qoac& •• a.ad &M oaormou··benefil• teal 
will flow tr•m i~ -- will sta»d a• a eontbudag =~modal Qf 
your vo1ry ftllO wo~k. ·· 

1 apJlreciate yO'lli:· offer -to 01rve &gala U aeed d. ll la 
good to knew •hat I 'will be able to cell on ro• from tlme to 
time tor advt!ce and couasol. You leave wltb. m.7 beat wbaea 
tor the futru,,e,. 

Hoaorable W. . . lcu.ot Blumentbal 
De,-,-, S_pac:l.al B.et,r.eMDla.UY4t for 

Ti-acle NegoHalloM 
u. s. lttlo1loa 
10 :Ree 4• l..aaaa.a1ae 
Geao••• Swltu~laad 

LBJ:FMB:LSE:dlb 6/1/67 

https://S_pac:l.al
https://���otl.oa


Thursday, June 1, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Farewell message for Prime Minister Holt 

Attached is the proposed text of a farewell message to Prime 
Minister and Mrs. Holt. It would be delivered to them at their New 
York hotel tomorrow night. 

W. W. Rostow 

Att. 

Approved 

Disapproved 

See me 



TO BE DELIVERED TO 

Prime Minister and Mrs. Holt 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel 
New York, New York (on the evening of June Z) 

Lady Bird and I were delighted that you could visit us and we wish 

you a most pleasant journey as you travel to EXPO 67 and to London. 

As always, your presence in Washington was a bright, though 

all too brief, occasion to remember. 

I look forward to sharing your invaluable counsel, in the future 

as in the past; as we face the difficult problems ahead. 

Lyndon B. Johnson 



---
----

---

Thurs.day, June 1, 1967 

Mr. President: 

As instructed. I told Dr. Joachim Prinz why you felt it inadvisable 
to receive at the White House any groups of U. S. citizens concerned 
wlth th.e Near East crisis. He immediately said he understood. He 
added he -was sure that it was important that you,, neither be nor appear 
to be under pressure and that he was completely confident in ycnu­
handllng -of the crlsls. 

He then,asked the following question: Would you. be willing to 
receive him (or a small group of his colleagues, including himself) 
off the record, without press notice, at the Waldorf Saturday night? 
He said that because this would not be a White House setting, you might 
judge that kind of meeting appropriate. 

W. W. Rostow 

Will receive Prinz off the record at the Waldorf 

Will receiye Prinz.: add a few colleagues 

No---
See me 

WWRostow:rln 



Limited Ollicial Use Thursday· - lune 1, 1967 

Mr. President: 

Our Embassy in Mexico reports that ex-President Lopez 
Mateos suffered a massive cerebral hen'lorrage yesterday. 
His condition ls described as very gra\l'e. lt ls doubtful 
that he will sUJ:vive. 

W. W. Rostow 



CONFIDE2f'ffAL Thuraday - June l, 1967 

.Mr. President: 

Herewith Secretary Rus k's report on the status or the Panama nego­
tiations following the first round of the Anderson-Eleta talks in New 
York. 

From this round it le; clear that they are close to agreement on all 
issues except compensation. The Panatnaniano want $40-$50 mllllon 
annually Crom tolls as a ata:rter. This would involve a substantial 
increase in the present toll rates. Anderson has countered with a 
formula which would give them $12. 5 million. Somewhere between 
$25-$30 million ls a llkely area of compromise. This will be the 
principal issue Eleta and Anderson will discuss when they meet a.gain 
on Monday. 

Before recessing their talks on May 24, Anders on said to Eleta: "We 
are perllously close to agreement11 

• This sums up where we are. 
The re~ming big hu.rdle is the price tag - ~ ~ ~ ~~ 
~-/ 

W. W. Roetow 

DE~&U\,I 
E.O. 12 Sec. 3.4 

Attachment 
Rusk memo to President By Date '(:--'l-7 3. 
of 5/31/67. 

CONF1DE1'lnl'.. L 
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By-4'ie::;;.p..1,j NARA. Date S -~ 1-'a 
CONFIDEH'l'IAL May 31, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Status of US-Panamanian Canal Treaty 
Negotiations 

There has been progress in the treaty negotiations in 
the past three weeks. Ambassadors Anderson and Irwin have 
been meeting intensively with Panamanian Foreign Minister 
Eleta and the Panamanian negotiating team in New York. 
Eleta came here to participate directly in the negotiations 
in an effort to resolve rapidly the remaining issues. He 
is leaving New York this week to go to Spain. Ambassador 
Irwin will meet in Washington next week with the Panamanian 
neg_~tiators. 

Eleta is scheduled to return to New York on June 5, 
and Ambassadors Anderson and Irwin are scheduled to meet 
with him on June 6, 7, and 8. They will resume their 
discussions on June 12 and will continue to meet as often 
as possible until June 17 when Eleta must return to ~~nama. 
Helnpes to be able to return with agreement in principle 
on all the unresolved issues. 

The following is a summary of the present status of 
the negotiations: 

1) Lands and Areas: It now appears that agreement 
can be reached on the boundaries of the new Canal Area and 
the military reservations, provided we are able to return . 
to Panama a substantial area of land adjacent to Panama 
City. Ambassador Anderson has identified an area which he 
believes can be given to Panama and has asked for the views 
of the Department of Defense. We have already agreed in 

GOMFIBE~lTUL 
GROUP 3 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

prlnciple to return to Panama several areas on the Atlantic 
side of the Isthmus and some smaller areas on the Pacific 
side near Panama City. 

2) Sea Level Canal Treaty: Panama has presented a 
new proposed sea level canal treaty draft. They said that 
the previous United States draft was too detailed and over­
emphasized the rights which were being granted to the United 
States. Although the new Panamanian draft is not completely 
acceptable to us, it does provide an acceptable basis for 
negotiation, and Ambassador Irwin will be working on it 
with the Panamanian negotiators next week. 

3) Duration of Treaties: There is not yet agreement 
on the duration of the new treaties. The question of dura­
tion is intimately tied in to the question of compensation 
and Ambassador Anderson believes the former can be resolved 
satisfactorily to the United States if the latter can be 
agreed upon. 

4) . Jurisdiction: rhere is no final agreement on the 
qu~~tion of criminal jurisdiction within the new Canal Area. 
Ambassadors Anderson and Irwin believe that a mutually 
satisfactory solution will be reached. 

S) Compensation: No agreement has yet been reached 
on this issue. Panama has accepted in principle our position 
th~t compensation as concerns the lock canal should be 
determined on a royalty basis to provide annually to Panama 
and the United States a given number of cents per ton of 
canal traffic. There is still a substantial difference,

' however, on the amount of the royalty. If compensation on 
the lock canal can be agreed upon, Ambassador Anderson 
believes the Panamanians will accept a US proposal covering 
compensation in the sea level canal treaty. 

~ 
Dean Rusk 

CONFIDENTIAL -



Thursday - June l, 1967 

!Yir. President: 

A -· a farewell gift to Linc Gordon you might like to 
autograph a copy of the Swnni.it pamphlet. 

A suitable inscription would be: 

111"0 Linc Gordon. -

\Vith deep appreciation for your 
help in ma.king the Summit a success." 

W. W. Rostow 

Attachment 

Pamphlet 0£ Summit 

https://Swnni.it


Thursday - Juae 1, 1961 

ME!.r!ORANDUM FOR. THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Memorial l)ay Messa,ge lrom President Costa e Silva 

President Casta e Silva sent the me.ssage at Tab B e:preasing 
.Brazil• s sympathy as the United. State• celebrat-ed Memorial 
l)ay.. 

State suggests that yon s.en.d the· a .ckllowled.gement at Tab A. 
I concur. 

W. W. Rostow 

Attachmen·ta 
Ta'bs A and B . 

Approve 

Diaapprove -
See me - . 



t,.,, 

Suggested Presidential Telegraphic Acknowledgement to Men1orial Dax 
Message from Brazilian President Costa e Silva 

I deeply appreciate your kind message on the occasion of Memorial 

·Day on which we remember not only our own honored dead, but 

also our Brazilian comrades in arms who gave their lives to 

preserve liberty and peace. 

Lyndon B. Johnson 



------
/t/ 

.D~.t,.1.1..J..t\..l'I .t"KLi::>.1.ULJ.'t l.' U\.A:> J.·a• e .:>U . .1 V .I\• S M.l!l,lVl.U.t<,.J.AJ..., .UA X {J. .,,0 f1 
MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON 

Mayh30, 1967 

"His Excellency 
Lyndon B. 1ohnson 
President of the United States of America. 

On this date when the American nation, in unison. prays for peace 
and honours their brave dead who sacrificed their lives for the 
defense of liberty. I wish to convey to Your Excellency on behalf 
0£ the people of my country and my government the assurances that 
Brazil follows with emotion the ceremonies with which the United 
States of Am.erica celebrate another Memorial Day. A · 

Arthur da Costa e Silva 
President of the Republic of Brazil. " 

https://M.l!l,lVl.U.t<,.J.AJ


CO~ZF.IDEHrll..L Th,u·:8da.y - J'nne 1. 1967 

D CLASSIFIEDl t!El-40RANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 

SUBJECT: Venezuelan Case Against Cttba NlJ ~-
By ' , NARA, Date ¥-f-fc3 

The Vonezuelans today·asked for an early ~ieetlng of Foreign lvUnisters 
(Ml~l.i ) tc consider their complaint against Cuba. 

T he convocation ls under thif! OAS Charter rathe.r than Rio Treaty. ·rhe 
essential dif£ereJ1ce is tha.t a Cha rterMFlvl is limited ·to re.commendations. _ 
\-qhUe a lllo Treaty l\,i Fl.1 n.ormally takes mandat.ory measures. 

Vcn.e~uela c.hoGe the OAS Cha rter track because it.cau count on.almost 
u.nanimous support for conv.oc:a.tlon. This is not the case, i! thtJy moved 
under the Rio Treaty. 

The OAS Council meets on Monday. June s. to·a4t on th:e Venezuelan 
re,que-st. The fir.at step will be to eon\to-ke the M.F}~ at· the ambassadorial 
level. A Committee will then be ap'pointed to go to V•ne~uela (and other 
countries which have eases agains t Cuba.) to examine all the evidence. 
The MFM at the mlnisterial l1'vel \Vill meet after the Committee ccmpl~te s 
its report. 

·venezuela. has no clec r picture of what lt wa.nto- the Mi'M to recommend,. 
Pan of ibl difficulty is that there b lltUe tt·u,r,e tbat can be done against 
Ca.iitro cf .an e.Uectlve nature short ef .armed !orcet ·which ia out of t he 
question.. Another p1..oblen1. is the general UD\-'"llllingnaa• Qf the la rger 
.La.Un Amerlcan.c-ountrle.s t G apply additkuml e.conomlc pressure ~.gain.st 
c ountries tradlng with 'Cuba. 

State is ,atUl sorting out what meaningful collective action can be taken. 
What b needed ls a lceener cense by the .Latin Am erican.a that Cuban sub­
version is a common pr<,blem and that thez should be taking the lead in: 
(1) publicizing Cuban inte.rventionl•t acUvitl~s-, (Z) brlnging pref8sur.e on 
the, \Veste·rn Europeans to c1:trtail their trade ,vUh Cuba; (3) fo.rcing the 
Soviet bloc to define its position and (4) strengthening thei-r Internal security . 
forces to liquidate the guerrillas at the. mcipieat stage. What is called 
for . in effect, b a collective sec urity self-help effort 'by the Latins. 

We will be trying to move them in this dbection, making clear that they can 
count on our shield against ov·ert Cuban military action and our support ht; 
·developing their security capabilities. · 

COMFIDEHTIAL 



Thursday - June t. 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR nIE PRESIDENT 

SUB.TECT: Follow-up on Incident laYOlvJ.ng LrAd.a Bird'~ Security Detail 
at Barranquilla.. Colombia 

You asked that 1 look into the May 22. AP atory from Bogob reporting 
that El Tlemoo editor £ari~ua S&atcs had reopened the Barranquilla 
aJ.rp~ meident and that one 0£ the two Colombian reporters lnvolvod 
plans to press swt again.at uunknown members" of Lynda's security 
debil. 

From Lynda's •ecurity detail. oar Embaaay, I have pieced 
togother the !ollowiDlJ account IJ!rlllll!!lll'- t took place: 

1. At the Secret Servic:e1s request. Barranquilla airport author­
ities cordoned ol! the ramp arcta of Lynda•• plane to &ive her the pri'Te..C '.f 
she requoateci. 

z. O.,spito the pl~a ol the authoritie:, that the local pre•s respect 
Lynda's wuhes aad remain behiad the barrier. two_§! Tiem?.lo reporters 
climbed a fence and the photographer raced toward the aircraft as Lrnda 

.-~..... ...,-.:as~c~r-=•.::.t Ser1ica escort were mOYh:ag d.oWD the steps. A local 
who waa ?re•ent to help the Secret S · o detail 

ca e to t p tographer to halt. Whea he did not. th a.:i=-man literally 
brought him to the ground with a firing tackle. Meanwh e ynda c on­
tinued descendl.n:l the steps. walked a ahort dlatance to her car p'-\rked 
by the aircraft and took olf for town. 

3. The head ol Lynda's Secret S.rrice detail tella me that th 
man waa fully justified in movi111 to atop the nnknown iatruder. He.,~u~ 
have tlone the aarne. dthough hi& tec!mlqWt woald have achieved the aame 
roault without the rather draatlc tackle. 

-'• The .fil. Tlempo reporter• embellished OA the story. •aying that 
-~ •y had been beaten and kicked by members of Lynda'• Secret Ser·~· 
de a·1 e · the fa 

s t'llt iiriiii.~ 

https://Tiem?.lo
https://again.at
https://laYOlvJ.ng
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mn t offlciala and to El Tlen1t)o.,a=~=ii.,.tM~.a.r.:=Wiwt.lia..;=c~ ---- -----•olomblan Security Chief O .-aeral
~---il""-- -:"""T'___llll!l!!r'I,,__,.~- ~ 
Leyn. a m.a I a pu c s tement that local Colombian •ecurity agenta 
•- not US -• had he.a.·mvolTed la the iacidem. It wa• on the basis of 

\t.hb ata.tement that Santo» retracted •~t he had written in hi• 0 Behlnd 
the Newen column a.bout the Secret S."!1c• and Tua.As. 

On. ••pact I have not been .able to c~dy: tile so-.srce o! the wiro atoriaa 
that Lynda, while i~~i~s•na• had apoloalsed for the incident in ·Nhkh 
hor S.cr.t Service j.va.a J.nvolvecL I UDda.rataAd Lynda made no •uch 
d.atement to the pr•••• 

Why Santo. ahculd have reopened the laaua altar reveramg himael£. I 
do not know. The AP despatch haa him aayia1 that lt waa trligered by 
a Washington l!2!!, editorial c:r1ticisia1.!lTlempo. Thla 1• not ao, al­
though the l!2!!, did priAt & latt•r to the Edltor oa May 14 which took 
some nasty swlpea at~ Tl•m-oo. My mmch la that Santoa waa pressured 
into retra.ctin4. After Lynda completed her tri.p aild th• preasuro re­
laxed. he pop-ped off at the lirat opportwuty. ••hll the~ letter as the 
peg. 

The AP atory clo••• ·Rltb a reference to the suit 1A a Barranquilla cou:rt 
againat 11w:s.Jmown member•t1 ol Lynd&'• escort. I dol.\bt wheth.or this 
wi.l! be puebod, but I have aaked Arnbaaaador CarlaoD to keel) a close 
watch on the situation and laat me lmow if there are !lll"thar development~. 

W. W. iloatow 

ID:tii'f'fAL -
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Thursday, June 1, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Birthday Greetings to King of Malaysia 

The King's birthday is June 7. Our Embassy in Kuala Lumpur 
notes that the King's birthday is a national holiday honoring the King 
as the embodiment of Malaysian national sovereignty. Given the 
symbolic character of the day, a message from you would be most 
appropriate. 

A proposed text is attached. 

W. W. Rostow 

Att. 

Approved 

Disapproved 

See me 



SUGGESTED MESSAGE 

Mrs. Johnson and I wish to extend to your Majesty our 

greetings and heartiest congratulations on your birthday. We also 

would like to take this occasion to convey our best wishes for the 

continued happiness and well being of the Malaysian people. 



CONFIDENTL".:L 

Thu:rsday, June 1, 1967 
4:08 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

I do not wish to move the 
CARE program and the program 
loan without your assent. 

W. W. Rostov, 

CONFIDENTIAL 

EC 1F1ED 
E.O. 12356,
1:'l!J ~-

By~~--




