
Tuesday, September 5, 1961 ~ 
5:5§ p. m .. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

There is no mystery a.bout Gavin's go.ing to Saigon. 

Secretary lvicNam-ara talked it over with ·vt esty. They both thought 
it a. good idea. 

Secretary McNamara's reasoning was as follows: 

-- bie view of Gavin is even lower than yours; 

- - but Cia.vin 1 s a very. very old friend o·f '\l/estmoreland•s, and, 
in Bob's view, Westy-- as well as the whole working environment 
of Viet Nam ...- is bound to have some reetralning hlfluence on 
Gavin. 

Westy intends to give him the iullest po&sible exposure to ha.rd £acts, from 
which it will be difficult for Gavin to walk a.way afterwards. 

l'here is no reason~ in Secretary McNamara•s view, Ullat his connection 
mth the invitation should become known. 

W. W •. R. 

COHFIDENTIAL/SENSITlYE 
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MAR. 16. 1083. 
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T1;1esday, September a, 1967 
5:15 p. ·m.. 

Mr. President: 

Hel'ewith 

1. Amb. Locke's notes on the 
obs.ervers, as dictated to ua by Bill 
Stinson .from Ha.wail. 

2. The material you -requested 
for the 6:00 p. m. meeting. 

W,. W. Rostow 



3:15 p. m., Tuesday, September 5, 1967 

Dictated by Bill St!uon.from Hawall 

1. Without qualification I believe :the obsewer trip a great success. 

All observers. commented !avorably on the election. Mo observer saw 

evidence of cheating. AU observers commented favorably on the briefing, 

organization of the trip. and care taken of them.• 

2. Gov. Hughes and Gov. McCall have iiun:a.ed· excollent statements 

to the Associated Press. All observers favo-ra.bly in1pressed by the 

m.echanlea.1 aspects of the election and policy procedure and the meehanical 

protection a.galnat lraud. some eommentlng publicly on this. Particularly, 

Barr, Munroe. aughes, McCall, Gu.y cmmnented on these. Munroe 

commented the,i_i• are more airtight then most places in tho U.S. Many 

observers questioned opposltlon. leaders and poll wa.tche~,s and opposition 

candidatest particularly Knight, Patterson and McCall and Guy and Hughes 

and Young and none were told by these watchers of any~ irregularity. 

The only lncldent at the polling place 1n Hue was a Saigon newspaperman who 

tried to vote ln Hue and wae refused, which favorably Impressed the observers .. 

Murphy and Guy were Impressed by the fact people wounded by bombing at 

polling place Tuy Hoa returned to vote after receiving treatment. Observer 

had not realized extent 0£ terrorism in Viet Nam and remarked on courage 

of people going to polls in face o(' terrorist· threat a.nd wondered wbether 

we would go to polls under such condltlons in.the U.S. Observe,rs were 

permitted to dlvert f~om prepared schedule to one of their own and their 

right to (lo t)lis was plainly stated several times. Some, took .advantage 
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of this right. particularly Guy diverted to "Trang . 

people he left a fixed schedule and was favorably impressed by the polls 

at this un·scheduled stop. Also. McCall. Patterson, Smith and. Knight 

(newspaper contingent) have all said publicly they have encountered. no 

evidence of rigging. Patterson told me privately he didn't see how there 

could ·be rlggins on any large scale with the procedure used. the observing 

situation. and without anyone· noticing it. Patterson and $mith spoke 

unlavo:rabiy-of the closing of twe new·spapers on election day. But both 

thought elections £air ·on the whole. And understood l'eason given for 

newspaper closing. Guy was contlnuously followed by a TV team from 

No:rth Dakota and lt was the tardiness of that team in .arrival in Tu!t Hoa 

that delayed Gny and Murphy, thus accounting for their not being at the 

polling booth that was bombed at the tbne they wore .ac.heduled to h.a.ve b<te11 

there. 

3. I have per.e,oaally talked to Sen. Hickenlooper. Muskie, Murphie, 

Hughes. McCall, Knight, Ba11r, McKelc:U.n. Luceyc, Rudin,a-mkAntell, libutia 

Ow.lander1 J"ames. Knight, Murphy. Patterson,. Smith, Scerra, Sullivan, 

Young, and Elson and none of them repaa,t any unfavorable information shedlag 

doubt on the election. All thought it came of£ well under the c:ircumstanc.ee. 

I have not talked with McGannou but unders·taud he is favorably impressed. 

(McGannon left ln Viet Nam .and-I :thlpk went on to Paris.) 

4.. All observers more .favorable on the war than when they came. 

https://c:ircumstanc.ee
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McKeldin came to Salgol\ agdnst being bl Viet Nam. with a letter to the 

P:veside:nt asking for withdnwal .fr,am. the conflict. After the vlalt in Saigon 

he bad eha.nged hls position and wlthdr~w hie letter., Knight came were 

against the war but now has at le·ast a better understanding o! the war. All 

-obs•n-e,:a believe the press has done a poor job. of presenting the 'War to 

the Ame·rlcan publlc.. Some have been openly crlt!cal of ·the polls of the 

press, ·including Young* Gulla.nde:r· and Knight. I lffl:d-erstand Knight 

became so disgusted with John Apple's arrogant attitude when Apple was 

arguing wlth Sen.ato:r l\(uskle at dinner Det,...n the press @d a obs-erver~...1 

that he left the- table. Knight know, Apple's grandfather and I understand 

he was going to have a uDutch uncle talk wlth Apple. n Smlth sa.id that 

the pr·es,s .in Saigon must give attention ·to its own publlc relatlona and that 

1t does.n.•t realize th.1&. I believe the· observers a1re all convlnced we a.re 

not 1n a stalema.te and are maldng progress. Both Patterson and Knight 

are opposed to corrm1lttlng large number of U. S. troops to the Delta. 

because o£ th.e coat In lives. Knight remarked that paciflcatlon was slow 

and hard and that if we cowd cut -off the Delta .f,...om ·the rest ef the country 

and continue to win elsewhere, the VC would eventually dry up there. 

0£ course, he is wro·ng about the Delta but it is an interesting comment 

from a. man who came here favoring a, pull out irom. Viet Nam. Patterson. 

spoke highly of the· briefings. s-.id he ls a tupporter of the President 

a;nd asked the President give eam.e briefing to the .American people. 

https://stalema.te


Muskie said he noticed lmprovement •slnce he wa·s here two years ago. 

All o£ the clerical crew ,vere favorably impressed. Lucey be-lng strong 

with. you all the way. Elson speaking publicly of being impressed by the 

capability of a. country at war holding· au.eh an election; and Rudin being 

complimentary of the entire trip. and pa.rticularly of the high qtiality 

of the military leaders and State Departn:e nt personnel. He sa·ld that 

State Dept pei-sonnel are far superior to their image with the people. 

5. I spoke to the leader.: 0£ the Malaysian observer group. He told. 

me he was favorably impressed by the election, a.nd that the Australian 

and New Zealand delegations were likewise .favorably impressed. I n.ote 

from the press that the Japanese and Indian observers also spoke favorably 

of the election. 

6. Scammon did not come to Ha.wall but after the election briefed, 

and immediately before the observer group departed Amb. Bunker ·mentioned 

to-·the group that Scammon was an.i.old hand at observing elections a.nd, would 

be glar) to axu,wer quesUons. This gave Scammon an opportunity to speak 

favorably 0£ the election and to mention the Dominican Republic election 

and other observer elections. 



SECRET 

Tuesday, September 5.1967 
5:10 p.m. 

Mr. Preeldent: 

This is a CIA station report frou1 
Saigon on the election1 which has some 
excellent materlal bi lt which you may 
wish to use in your 6:00 p. m. briefing 
of the preos. 

It includes some interesting 
information on DZ"u on pages 4--S. 

W. W. Rostow 

SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12 58, 

NLJ '1 '-\ ....3 
NARA, 



VIETNAM STATION REPORT NO. 46/67 (26 AUGUST - 3 SEPiE"'BER 1967) 

A BARE AND BLESSED PLURALITY 

THE F'INAL FIGURES ARE NOT IN YET ON THE VOTING F'Oh 

ffiESIDENT, AND NONE OF THE RESULTS HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED IN 

THE SENATOR !AL RACE. BUT EVEN IF WE DID HAVE ALL OF THE 

FIGURES, !T IS TOO EARLY TO MAKE A DEFINITIVE JUDGMENT ON 

THE ~EANING OF THE 3 SEPTEMBER ELECTIONS IN SOUTH VIETNAM, 

EtCAUSE AS MUCrt IS UNKNOWN AS IS KNO\.JN. WHAT FOLLOWS, 

THEN, IS MORE A SIGH OF' RELIEF THAT EVERYTHING TURNED OUT 

SO WELL THAN THE WISE PRONOUNCEMENT OF A DISPASSIONATE 

JUDGE. 

THE OSSTAC.LES TO THE CONDUC"r, PROPER OR IMPROPER, OF 

AN'f ELECTION AT ALL IN THIS WEARY, DlSCOMBOBULA·TED COUNTRY 

ARE 50 ENOR~OUS AS TO BE LITTLE UNDERSTOOD. IN A COUNTRY 

WHERE GRO6ND TRANSPORTATION BETWEEN MOST MAJOR CITIES AND 
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TOt,nJS RE'1AlllS UtmER cor~STANi THREAT. OF HOS~!LE. INT.ERll.lC.!-!o.N.;. 

I! WA~ NECESSARY TO f:STABL ISH 'tHE. ELECTORAL lN~A.S_!RUC~.Ur~E 

IN 44 PRG~'!NCES AND SIX AUTON.OL'tOUS CI!IES CDANANG, SAIGON, 

HUE, CAM RA NH, DALAT, A.NO VUNG tAU). ALL TOl.D, 1:.HlS MEANT 

!HE SE.TTING UP AND STAFFTNG OF 8,808 POLLING PLACES~ 

EACH OF !HE 11 PRE.SIDENTIAL CANO ID.A.'IES A~D 4.8 SENAT!lR:lAL 

S.ATES WAS T.HEORE!lCALLY ENTltl.ED !D A..N OBSER.VER. A.T- E.ACH.. 

POLL ING PLACE., AND '!HE. 'J !ET.NAM.ESE G.0VER.NMEN.t. WAS- C.OMM..I.T.T.EO.. 

!..O. PAYING F..OR !HEM.; F.ORtUNA.tEl. Y, T..HE.. A.C!.U~L N.UM.B:ER O.F 

OBSERVERS WAS K EPI WE.LL SELOW T.H£. T.HEORET.lCAL M.AX.lM.UM. 

EACH POLLING PLA.CE. HAD TO BE.. PRQY.IOED. WilH AN AftlPLE STOCK 

O.F BALLOT.S FOR ALL ClF !HE CA.ND.ID.A TES AND SLAT.ES.. --

460 ,200 ~000 BALLOTS. IN ALL, I.N ORD.ER T.HAT .EAC.H V,O..T-ER COULD 

~ MA NDF.D A HEFTY SHE.AF . OF 5.9 O.N E.NTER.INQ,. 

THIS MEANT. MOY ING AB.O.UT A !.HOUSAND TONS OF MA1EB 'CAL, OFT£.~ 

TO PLACES TOO SMALL T.D FIND EXCEPT ON. \JER.Y LARG.E-SCALE M.AP-S.• 

AS A MEASURE OF THE .PROBLEM, EACH OF TNE ErIGXl DISIR'tCT.S- O.Y 

BI NH D I NH PROV I NC[ (3 02 ~ 2 6EJ RtGlSTERED VO!ERSl HAD TQ ·BE 

PR ov IDED WITH n,o 2 \/2 TON m.u.cxs TO l>IS!R lBUTt Tl:{;: B.AlL~!.S 

AND COLLECT THEM. AF!ER. VOTlNa. 

https://M.AX.lM.UM
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ln~ PRE-ELECT1c, CAMPAIGI EFFdR.T ~AS NO st-lALL AffAl2 

EI!HE'R. E~ CH FRESIDEtlTIAL CAHD lDATE AND Se.NAtOR IAL SLATE 

HAD THE RIGHT TO HAVE PRINTED A.ND DISTRIBUTED AT GOVERt-'MENT 

tx?Et~!:E A NUMBER OF LEAFLETS AND POSTERS EXTOLLING THE 

CANDIDATES• VIRTUES AND PUBLICIZING THEIR SYMBOLS (USED AS 

IDENTIF,lCATION FOR THOSE MANY VOTERS WHO COULD NOT READ). 

ALL 0~ THIS AMOUNTED TO AN ADDITIONAL 144,720,000 PEICES OF 

PAPER, ENOUGH TO KEEP THE LANDSCAPE CLUTTERED AND THE SEWER$ 

CL OGG ED FOR SOME TIME.. SURPn ISINGL Y, MOST OF THE POSTERS, 

LEA F1.F.T 5, AND BALLOTS GOT WHERE THEY WERE SUPPOSED TO, THANKS 

IN PART TO THE WONDROUS EFFICIENCY OF AMERICAN AIR SUPPORT. 

THE VIET· CONG AND NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY DID EVERYTHING 

THEY COULD TO MAKE THE. ELECTIONS FAIL. FORTUNATELY, ALL 

THEY COULD DO WAS NOT VERY MtJCH AS OPPOSED TO THE MASSIVE 

EF'F'ORT OF THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT (WITH, OF COURSE, 

Ar11ER ICAN POWER IN 'llil: BACKGROUND). BETWEEN 1800 HOURS, 

2 SEPTEMBER, AND 0800 HOURS, 4 SEPTEMBER, THE VC KIDNAPPED 

278 CIVIL IA NS, WOUNDED 160, A·ND KILLED 23 IN SOME 274 ATTAC~S 

OF' VARIOUS KINDS (THE-SF; ARE MINISTRY OF SECURITY FIGURES>. 

VINH LONG j.3(a)(4) 

FRESERVATION CO~i 
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""EtECTIO~ DAV BROX£ CL~AR A~u BRIGH!, AFTER A ~Er Af.D STCRMY 

NIGHT. PART OF THE PRECIPITATION cot:SISTE~ OF RIFLE AND 

MR!AR nOUNDS, GRENADES, AND l'll»ES •• ••• tJHEAEAS, DUR ING 

LAST YEAR• S CONSTITUENT ASSE:Mll,. Y ELECTIONS, LARGE CROtJDS 

HAO BUILT uP AT THE POLLS ONE HOUR BEFORE TllEY OPENED, THIS 

YEilR r:otrnD PEOPLE STAYING AWAY I'N A WA[T-AND-SEE POSTURE ••••• 

!HOi.?GH OFFICIAL SOURCES STATED tHAt ALL ROADS WERE OPEN AND 

THAT TRAFF.IC WAS Fl.OWING AS USUAL 9 THE BUSES WERE NOT ON 

THE ROADS UNTIL THE MORNING HAO MATURED. SY 1000 HOURS, 

HOWEVER, !-1UCH OF THE WAIT-AND-SEE ATTiTUDE HAD EVAPORATED· 

MlD THE PEOPLE WERE CQtt ING TO TH£ POLLS IN 1\10U~J!lNG NUMBERS ••••• " 

IN ANOTHER PROVINCE, LONG KHANH, A VILLAGE 1.vHICH HAD FOUR 

INHABITANTS WOUNDED WHEN IT CAME UNDER MORTAR FIRE I~ 

MID~ORNING, LATER REPORTED A 97 PERCENT TURNOUT AT THE POLLS. 

IF tHE VC FAILEO TO MAKE MUCH OF AN IMPRESSION ON THE 

SOUTH VIETNAMESE POPULATION, TiiEl' WERE MORE SUCCESSFUL IN 

THE CASE OF THE Afl!ERICAN OBSERVERS SENT OVER BY PRESIDENT 

JOHNSON. GOVERNORS MUR.PHY OF CALIFORNIA AND GUY Or NORTH 

DAKOTA VISITED A POLLlNG PLACE: t.N •TOY HOA CITY WHERE AN 

· EXPLOSION SEVERAL HOURS EARLIER HAD KILLED THREE AND VOUNDED 

https://TRAFF.IC
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APPROXIMATELY 40; 'IHE:!:::? REACTION TO lHE NE"S TKAT SCME Or 

Tl-iF. WDUWEt' LATER .£TURNED TO \IOTE. ll'AS .DESl:RlSED AS ""FAV ORASL!:. -:, 

OF PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE WERE TME" RESULTS IN IV CORPS,. 

THE DELTA, Wtt~RE ABOUT ONE-THIRD OF THE P8PULATION OF THE 

COUNTRY LIVES CHlCLUDlNG 1,694,944 REGISTERED VOTERS OUT OF 

A COUNTRY\: IDE TOTAL o·y 5,853 ,25 l). HERE, THE MA IM BU~DEN 

OF" SECURITY IS CARRIED B.Y THE VI~TNAMESE THEMSELVES, SINCE 

A'w1ERICAN GROUND TROOPS ARE LIMITED TO ONE INFANTRY BRIGADE. 

•GENERAL 1.3(a)(4) 
UOTER REACTION APPEARED TO BE THAT OF PARTICIPATING IN SOME 

FESTIVE OCCASION ••• •• WE ARE IMPRESSED BY THE MAGNITUDE OF 

THE GVN EFFORT TO ENSURE ORDERLY ELECTIONS IN THE DELTA, AND 

CONSIDER THE ELECTIONS A RESOUNDING VOTE OF CONFIDENCE BY 

THE PEOPLE FOR ••••• THE CLOSEST THING TO ORDER AND STABILITY 

THAT THEY HAVE SEEN IN QUITE SOME TIME ... 

AS ot 1800 HOURS, 4 SEPTEMBER, THE$ PERCENT OF THE 

VOTERS WHO TURNED OUT SEEM TO HAVE GIVEN THE MILITARY 

THIEU/KY TICKET A PLURALITY OF ABOUT !5 PERCENT. (UNOFFICIALLY, 

It IS ESTIMATED THAT THIS MAY LATER DECLINE TO ABOUT 32 PERCENT.) 

THE PROBABLE SECOND-RUNNER, WHEN ALL OF THE RESULTS ARE IN, 

ST 



VIETNAM S! AT ION REPORT NO. 46/67 (26 Alli UST 3 SEPTEMBER 19-57) 

wll.L BE A DARK HORSE, TRUONG DINH DZU, WHO HAD BEE~! EXPECTED 

!0 7i1AIL FORTH OR FIFTH. TWO FAMILIAR OLD FACES, BOTH IN 

THEIR .•m·s, TRAN VAN HUONG AND PHAN KHAC suu, APPEAR TO BE 

C0'1ING IN THIRD AND FOURTH. SO~;E QUICK ARITHMETIC IND !CATES 

!HAT, IF DZU, HUONG, AND SUU HAD BEEN ABLE TO UNITE, THEY 

MIGHT HAVE WON. AN EQUALLY SUPERFICIAL PROGNCSIS FOR THE 

FUTURE IS THAT, WHILE U~ABLE TO UNITE IN RUN'1ING, THEY MP.Y 

FIND IT EASIER TO GET TOGETHER IN NEGATING EFfORTS OF THE 

r£~1 qEGIME TOWARD CONSTRUCTIVE PROGRESS. 1-'E SHALL BE WATCHING 

C.AREF ULL Y FOR H,, ICAT IO NS OF A UNIFIED CIVIL IAIJ OPPO SIT IO?-:. 

\:JHILE WE NATURALLY TAKE SATISFACTION OF THE ELECTIONS• · 

OUTCO~E, IT BY NO 1-!EANS ,SIGNALS AN END TO VIETNAM •S D IFFI­

CUL!IES; RATHER, IT PRESAGES PROBLEM.S ·oF A NEW SORT, IN SO~E 

WAYS AS DIFFICULT OR MORE SO TO DEAL WITH AS THOSE WE HAVE 

FACED IN THE PAST. THE NEW LEGISLATURE HAS TEETH, AND NOTHH!G 
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D; TtiE CuM?OR!r!=:N! OVER ·"THE PAST YE'AR CF' liS FUTllRE ·r•1EMEE!1S 

!ND!CA!ES THAT !HEY 1t1ILL 'BE AfjZAID TO :BITE. OPERATlNG AS !HEY 

'.:.::i_L EE WITHO'UT Arl"Y FRA~E\&IO'RK·?H: OroA'NIZED POLI!IC~L PART!£S, 

l1 15 IM?OSSIBLE TO PREDICT Wl4AT SORT OF A~ llffLUEMCE T'HE: 

LEGl~ATDP.5 ·wILL EXERT O"N THE FtlTtJRE OF THEIR COUNTRY. A'T 

THIS ?OINT, THERE IS NO REASON F"O~ 'PESSIMISM, 'BUT R-Al':?ANT OP'!n'!ISr! 

WOULD BE EQUALLY UNJUST1Fln'. WHJfI IS CER!AIN I'S !RA! !HE 

FUTURE CF VIETNAM DOES D'EPEND ON A WISE ,\tJt> ~ORCEFUL EXERCISE 

Cf' ?RESIDZNT IAL POWER BY TRIEU t\-JHO HAS NOT PREV'IOUSL Y SHOWN 

1,,;7~~LF" TO BE FORCEFULJ., -A~JO ON TRE NE~! PRE:SIDE~lT,,S ABILITY 

1:."J WORK IN CLOSE HARMONY \'ITH HIS VICE PRESIDENT CWHI-CH HE 

PAS ~lOT PREVIO'USLY DONEY EITHER>. OF EQUAL U1PORTA·NCE WILL 

EE THE ABILITY OF !HE !WO EXECUTIVE: LEADERS TO ADAPT T:HEM-

~LVES TO WOR1<1NG WITH THIS ·ME·W PHENO'MENON, TO BOTH OF THEM 

TOT.~LLY UNFAMILIAR, A !lmUL'TOUSl..Y INDEPENDENT-MINDED LEGISLAT1JRE. 

DZ U: ALL THINGS 10 ALL 'MEN 

OF" ALL OF THE CIVD.IA'N CANDIDATES, IT WAS TRUO :tiG DINH DZ-U 

~riO SEEMS TO HAVE ANNOYED 'THIEU ·AND KY 'THE MO·ST DURING 1HE 

RECENT CA~?AIG·N. AT D:NE POINT, ·KY EXCLAIMED T1lAT• lF THAT 



PAGE 3 S~ IGON 1592 

..A,JIMAL""' DZU \¥ZRE EI.!!C!ED, HE CKY) 1:0ULD BUlLD A CAGE FUR 

!-lii'J." snicE DZU NOW OFFICIALLY HOLDS 17.4 PER.CENT OF THE 

tlt. 1 ION AL VOTE, AND MAY END U? WITH ABOUT 22 PE1'CENT, THE 

CAGE MAY HAVE TO BE A BIG ONE. 

IN THE 50 YEARS SINCE HE WAS BORN IN Bl»W DINH, DZU HAS 

t~NAGED TO GET AROUND QUITE A BIT, AND HAS NEVER B!E'N ACCUSED 

CF BEING BASHF'UL. HE WAS EDUCATED IN FRANCE; VISITED THE 

t.N ITED STATES; BECAME A DISTRICT GOVERNOR OF ROTARY !~TER-

NA T IONAL; JOINED SOCIETIES FAVORING FRIEND SH IP WITH AMER !CANS, . 

JAPANESE, FRENCH, AMO CHINESE; AND PARTICIPATED IN BOTH THE 

at)DH !ST A~D CONFUC IA NIST A·ssoc IATIONS. IN THE PER !OD BEFORE 
,~~-/

THE ELECTION, HE CLAIMED~ SUPPORT, 
1,3(a)(4) 

HE ALSO TOLD 

THAT HE WAS BACKED BY A LARGE AMERICAN FIRM, PAC1FIC ARCHITECTS 

A~D ENGINEERS. HIS SON REPORTED THAT DZU HAD BEEN SOLICITING 

HELP IN THE UNITED STATES, WHERE HE HAD HAD PROMISES FROM 

_"SOME PROFESSORS,• AND _WAS ALSO GOUG TO GET HELP FROM ESSO, 

WHICH HAD OFFERED HIM THE SERVICES OF A PUBLIC RELATIONS 

OFFICER. DZ U H-IMSEl.F STATED THAT HE HAD AN EXCELLENT CHANCE 

rF BEING ELECTED BECAUSE THE AMERIC:AN GOVERNMENT HAD GIVEN 



H]f'I 15~,,~09 000 PtA.5'1.ER..S FOR HIS CAttiPA[Gh., Af'iO\llG KIS 

COMPATRIOTS, HE HAS CLAIMED SUPPORT FROM !NICH 1JZ QUANG AND THE 

S.'i!ii::iHST ~H rsr·s, 'I'HE CA THOLlCS, T'RZ RO A H...O.-; THE CAO D11 r., 
·Atm THE ·1/IE!NAMESE LA·B:OR CONF'EDERAiION .. 

0z..u·s R!\LLY.lNG CR-Y IN THE CAr'lP.AIGN HAS BEEN "PEACE ... 

AN'b !HE SYMBOL 0¥ HTS T:ICKET 1.5 'THE ~HITE o·ovE". THE FIVE 

~NA TOR.IAL .st.A'I'.ES vi.ITH WH.ICH HE I.S A.SSOC lATED .B"EAR THE l~AME..S 

T..E~·cE .ON EARTH,"" "·P.P:ACE AND PRO-:S·P-F::RITY," -?.EA-CE AND 

c:6NTENT MEN! 1, 11:i AND !l'I." · H.IS FULL-l',lGE C·AMPA IG.N AD 

~u3L !SHED THE DA-Y .BEFO~E THE E-LEC!'ION WAS CONINED ENTIRELY 

·70 T-HE ?EACE ISSUE, AND OUTLINED A PEACE PLAN WHICH !NCLl.D.ED 

TriE mrcOND-I! rp.NAL CESSAT IO ·N o·F ~ -offlB ING w ~O'RTH V·lE'I'NAM, A 

TOTAL CEASE-FIRE .S0.UT.H OF THE 17TH PARALLEL; T·ALKS W.IT·H 

"OUR ~LL IES," H-A"NO I, ·AND THE "N~TICYNAL l IBERAT-IO·N FRONT; AND 

THE RECONVENING OF .THE :GENEVA CONFERENCE. 

IN AND OF "I:HEt"l:SELV,E.S , ozu·s PROPOSALS A·RE NOT 

OBJECTIONABLE. UNFORTUNATELY, 'THERE I:S SOME EVID.ENCE THAT 

THE VC HAVE REGA"'RD.ED 'DZU,.S PLATFO'RM WITH SUCH FAVm·R THAT THEY 

~VE GIVEN HIM '!·HEIR S.UPPO.RT. FROM TAY ~IlHi, FOR EXAMPLE, 

'REPORTS 'l'HAT ..THERE HAD BEEN :>UBSTANTlAL J .. J{a)(J/) 

VC ?ROPAGMIDA Ii 'THE PROVINCE ORDERlNG .THE PEOPU: !0 

https://S.UPPO.RT
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UOTE FG,~ !HE OZU-CHIEl' TICKET Atv"D IT IS ASS~Et) THA! THIS 

::::~a?AGt\ND IZ ING HAD SOME EFFECT•••".• WHATEVER THE CAUSE, 

ozu---c~U:EU ~ON ItJ TAY NINH BY 39,947 VOTES TO THIEu-l(Y·s 

3" 7 S'3ll" A SIMILAR REPORT FROM KIEN GIANG TOLD OF A VC 

DLSTAIC! COMMITTE MEETING ON 1~ Al.GUST AT WHICH A VC 

(..CF'!Cl.~L EXHORTED THE PERSONS ATTENDING" TO PROPAGANDIZE 

EARNESTLY • •• .... THAT THE VOTERS CAN UNDERSTAND THE SITUATION 

ANO CAST THEIR BALLOTS FORw DZU. 

ALL OF THIS IS NOT TO SAY THAT DZU IS A COMMUNIST OR 

B'EAi A r~ON-C0~1MUNIST SYMPATHIZER WITH THE VIET CO}!G. BUT 

A M~N WHO CAtJ RUN AS A STRONG NATIONALIST ON A TICKET OF 

PEACE AND VIOLENT ANTI-MILITARISM, WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY 

0..AIMING THE SUPPORT OF STANDARD OIL, CERTAINLY 

GIVES EVIDENCE OF A SU?PLE, SUBTLE: CHARACTER, ONE HARDLY 

KN Ow s WHA r TO EXPECT OF HIM. 

IN SUM, THE ELECTION WAS A SUCCESS. IT WAS SUCCESSFUL 

PA ~!LY BECAUSE IT ~JAS NOT. TOO REPEAT TOO SUCCESSFUL; THE t-1.,n. I!ARY 

!ICl<E! tJON C\ilHICH WAS GOOD)_ BUT NOT BY A MAJORITY <1iHICH WOULD HAVE 

a:r:N fMD). TO CONCLUDE~ WE MIGHT Q.OOTE: STATEMENTS MADE BY 

ruo ?.ROMlNENT AMERICAN 0.8SER~ERS.. G0~RN0R }UDHES OF NEW 



JcR.se-1. • ·y•VE SPEfiT A»aTHER niY ilt.I.?HO ur Sfi lllJG £:.Vlt>E~Cf: 

DAT Y'U.D l,£A·D· TO THE PPESUM?noN· or ~l!luD OR WRONGD.O!Wl.o 

lT \t'A.S A VEllT I?-!-SP llfI NG . DAY ..........n WAS. ,uiA!EB At· THE-" lfulCT.I.OJf 

ACT lV.IT.Y~·-•·o•...l SA1'1 1,0 PEOPLE BE:·ING I~S1-RUCTZD IN HCtil 10 V~tt~.w..w -~-~ 

'IDll CO.Utt>tt.•T GE! E!G1-lT r.EO Pt.E· TO.GET·HEP l I·Kl TIMT IW JE·Rse' ,.....,._"w.. 

A~D..., r:w~-L.L.Y., WHilNEY YO.UN"G O"F TH£ URB~A'» t.EAG:UE-: -,: WA~ 

I?·1PRE'SSED w.UH Tlff. INTER-~ ANil ENTHUSIAS-l ~........... HERE W.E 

WOE I~ .A C'IIT (P.r{A~~ T*IE) !'HA"! H~O J.US-! HAD RO'C.KE:1:$ nmo.wH 

1)1, A·NTJ !.HERE W.E:RE" P..EOlU:E PARAD.;ING. .... .,.~ 1• VE a·-EEN Ma:Jrc. 

CONCERNED ASo·ur nu: a';mNE·S-S OF TJi£. PRESS TJ(AN T.HE E'A•IRNE~ 

OF THE ELEC!10N.• 

BT 

PRESERVAT!ON,GC>~· 



Tuesda.y ~ Septenibe.r S, 1967 .. 5:00 pm. 

lvi r . President: 

Sol Linowitz is hosting a reception for the U. S. employees of the 
OAS tomorrow evening. Wednesday, September 6. 

Thi1t ia the first such recognition given thi:s group and Sol asks 
whether you would send a message to ho rea.4 to ~ -

A £1uggested draft is enclosed. 

W.. • Rost<>w 

Atta-cbxnent 

Draft messag 

Approve _ 

Disapprove ___• 



l welcome th"'s oppo~tnnity to as.lute the eitbutJnli of. the 
Unite ·· S~te-s. who a.re os:ldng with.-M'id !o,r the Q~;g.aD• 
iaation of l'~eriq&."\ St ..te"8. 

l ~•11.t to tell .a.a.ch of you h~w proud e all an of the 
iine way you carry £orw :rd thi.a aatton•s cotnmitment 
to hem.i~pberic urd.ty. 

At no t ime ht history hall thia cc .mitment beel) hc,11ored 
wi th gr-e- :~r U<::Qesa tlmn t oday. And your own unbe­
-g~dg~ de·di~tion helps make 'thi.e fiO . 

AG 1:aembara of a Jl."e~~ ;and g:r-e,11h\g $.nt~rnational civil 
1:u,:tviee~- you. ha.v• i-e·cctgnteed th.at only trora wUUng 
~eoperailen among all n -U9n!J <;an come a wo~ld m which 
v,ar and want -&ff .replaee-d by ~ace and p1to&p.erity., 

As eo- wornrs in ·henuepheri~ u1dty .and ·progress, you 
ar ie ping t o buUd the · · ow .A.lr14r1ea ~ 

SQ ae · -e pay tribute t-o-y ou tod~y,, '"\\'t'!. p~aise a group of 
f Ue ""Am~n·tea.ns who, have s-.rv.o.d th$ best h!.tieY-~.su of 
their land,. and the:r:eby a.dv:a11ced th& ,1J&ll-boing of ot.W 
llOiJh'b.orG ... .... and. the »ul1'{)o•~ of all manldnd., · • .a.la~ 
eldand our ,~at!tude to yow: devo,od coli.e~es t~om 
other meffibGr mltiiuis -who ahar• ycu.r hai•d. wo;rk &1:d high 
id ale f& the future gr-owtb a.nd g.reatnes:s o-t oi1,r peoples• 

.. 
. Statement sent to:.: Honorable. Sol M. Linowitz 

American Ambassador 
Organization of ·Am.erican States 
Department oi State,. Washington,. D. C. 

3 
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.Tuesday - September 5, 

Mr. President: 

On August 30 you received a telegran;i'.fro.m the Costa Rica11 Minister 
o£ .Health thanking you. fol." the loan of 16 nccinatio.i1 guns (npistols e£ 
peacen. h~ ca.Ila th~), Ina.ued through-the D&f,e~se Bepar~ent~ tor 
a mass mnnuni~ation prog:ram. (Tab- A) .•. 

Neither we .noxi State were aware of this aid ·unttJ. the ·cab.le, a.rriV(;;ld. 
·ne-loan ol the ,equi.pment was al"ran.g•d by the J:rother1s-Broth~z 
Foundation. a Cleveland, Ohio phllanthro:pic organization, with 
DOD. 

State recommends a iihort adtnowledgeme:at of' the me-ss.age (Tab B). 
l c.oncur• 

. / 

W. W. llostow 

Approve 

- . 

Tab A - Telegram from C-osta. Rican Minister of Health. • 

Tab B - A.cknowledg.em~nt .of telegram 

https://nccinatio.i1
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ITT•l/30TH AUGUST 1957 

SANJOSE CR 75 29 1832 VIA ITT 

ETATPRIORITE PRESIDENT LYNDON JOHNSON WHITE HOUSE WASHINGTONDC 

COSTARICA EXPRESSES GRATITUDE FOR LOAN THROUGH JS DEFENSE DEPARTMENT 

OF lS PISTOLAS DE LA PAZ THEY HAVE BEEN USED WITH HEALTH MINISTRY 

AND BROTHER• S BROTHERS FOUNDATION IN IMNUNlZING DURI~G AUGUST 
3 

ONE MILLION COSTARICANS AGAINST EPIDEMIC DISEASES WE BELIEVE OUR 

GOVERNMENTS SHOULD UNITE IN THE USE OF THE PISTOLAS OF PEACE IN 

. . - PREFERENCE WHEREVER POSSIBLE TO THE USE OF THE GUNS OF WAR 
z 

DR ALVARO AGUILAR PERALTA MINSALUD 

- ._ . ---- : -- .. 

,,. 
. . . , .. .. 

' l 
'· 

' . .: 

I• 



Suggeatod Presidential Acknowledgement 
to Messa.go of August 30, 1967 from Costa Rican Minister 

oi. Public He~lth.Dr. Alvaro Aguilar Peralta in San Jose, Costa Rica 
l,- ··" 

Hls Excellency 
Dr. Alvaro Aguilar Peralta 
Minister of Public Health 
San Jose 

I appreciate you: message ot August 30. I tun gr~tifi.ed that my 

Government~ acting through th.G Dep,artment of De!ense. was able 

to be ot a.as1atance in your impressive vaccination campaign by 

providing pistols of peace. My congratulations to all who partl­

clpated in the vacc inatlon progra1n. 

Lyndon B. 1ohnson 

https://gr~tifi.ed
https://Messa.go


MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

COMJr'ID'.!!'.:i~TIAL Tuesday, September 5, 1967 -- 4:30 PM 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Asian Bank Legislation 

Gene Black has now completed his consultations on the Hill over 
whether to · send up the Asian Bank legislation this session. His report is at 

Tab A. 

Black found the weight of opinion in favor of sending up the bill this 
session. Fulbright said he would be pleased to have the bill come up now, and 
that he would vote for it -- in part because he feels that this is the kind of aid 
we should increase to make up for slashes in the Foreign Aid Bill. Mansfield 
was entµusiastic. Black also got pleasant noises from Senators Cooper and 
Aiken, the Speaker, Mr. Boggs and Mr. Widnall. He had a nice -- but non­
committal - - time with Dirksen. The only clearly negative signal he got was 
from Symington who said he simply couldn 1t vote for anything which cost money 
in the face of the deficit. 

Black met with Gerald Ford after he wrote his memorandum. Black 
says that Ford was as forthcoming as possible without quite committing his 
vote. Ford said he was leaning more and more toward multilateral aid, that 
the Asian Bank struck him as the right way to go about it, and that from Blackrs 
descriptionf, this particular proposal sounde_d like a good· one. He asked 
whether sending the bill up now would mean an appropriation request this fiscal 

· year. Black ducked that one and had Rud Poat s call Ford later with the answer 
-- ·Memcon at Tab B. (In essence, (1) we won't ask for an appropriation in 
CY 1967; (2) we probably wonrt ask for one in fiscal 168; (3) in any case, there 
will be no budgetary expenditures in FY 168 and almost none in FY '69.) Ford 
told Poats he thought our approach was sensible and implied that it would help · 
the authorizing bill if we didn 1t ask for money until FY r69. 

There are three more people Black should see: Senator Hickenlooper 
and Congressmen Patman and Morgan. Black is certain of Patman1 s support, 
reasonably confident of Morgan's, and 50-50 on Hickenlooper. Black will see 
all three when they come back to town, but he doesn't think you should wait 
until then to make a decision because of the opportunity (described below) pre­
sented by the visit here of the Japanese and the President of the Asian Bank next 
week. 

GOHFIDENTIAl.
0. 12356, Sec. 3.4 -
J ._ h 

Y-oirr:--, NARA, 



COt~FIDEPiTIAL - 2 -

Messrs. Katzenbach, Barr and Poats (for Gaud) have reviewed Black's 
findings. I think we have largely -- though not completely -- eliminated the 
difference on whether to send the bill up now; 

Black, Katzenbach and Gaud/ Poats believe we have established 
that there is some hope for the bill this year and that, in view of 
the importance of keeping faith with the Asians, we should send it 
up now. They do not conclude from Black's canvass that the bill 
will have an easy time, either in Committee or on the Floor. They 
do believe, however, that we should send the bill up and push it as 
far as it looks as though we can win it. If we haven't got the votes, 
we can let it die in Committee; the mere fact that you sent it up 
would do considerable good with the Asians, _and they feel it would 
not hurt you badly on the Foreign Aid Bill. 

Joe Earr does not oppose this recommendation. But he wants you to 
know that .he would be happier if this proposal were of the "classic" 
variety represented by the Inter-American Bank, where we have 
signed and sealed pledges from other donors and a full-blown set of 
articles of agreement under which the money would be administered. 
(You will recall that our philosophy here differs from the usual 
pattern in ·t ,hat our legislation is C:1-esigned as bait for other· donors, 
with the stipulation that none of our funds may be used until we are 
more than matched by others.) If we could make major progress to­
ward a "classic" proposal between now and January, Joe would be for 
holding the legislation until then. But he accepts the State/ AID judg­
ment that we probably can't get any further movement without some 
bait. 

In short, Joe has backed up most -- but not quite all -- of the way. He 
still doubts that the bill can pass this session. But he will work for it in good 
faith if you decide to send it up. 

The urgency of this decision follows from the fact that if you approve 
sending the bill with a message next week we can add a little ceremony which 
will dramatize the Asian initiative behind it. Most of the Japanese cabinet will 
be here for their annual meetings with our cabinet, and the President of the 
Asian Bank will be in town. If you approve, we could have press backgrounder 
on the morning the mes sage and the bill are sent attended by Black, the Japanese 
Foreign Minister, and the President of the Bank. This would get maximum mile­
age out of the event, both in Asia and at home. 

- GONFIDEM"f'IAL --. 
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Recommendations 

I would vote that you approve sending the bill up next week. I wouldn't 
argue that Black's canvass insures passage, but I think it does give enough pro­
tection to start on the "we-will-push-it-as-far-as-we-can-win-it" philosophy. 
We've already got enough momentum to ge~ pledges to the Special Fund of $100 
million from ~Japan and an unspecified amount from Canada. If the drive fails, 
it should clearly be the Congress and not the President that is holding up the 
peace initiative in Southeast Asia. And failure doesn1t mean loss of a floor vote; 
if we don't have the votes in either house, we can always let the bill hang over in 
Committee until next session. 

We need your decision very soon if we are to line up the Japanese to join 
in our send:-off. (We also hope to use this event as a le·ver to get the Japs to up 
the ante from their pre sent pledge of $100 million. ) 

/ 

W. W. Rostow 

Plan to send the bill and message next week while Japanese 
· h·ere (Thursday or Friday, September 13-14) 

Set up a meeting with Katzenbach, Barr, et al 

• Do nothing now 

Speak to me 

CONFf:BENT TAT I 





~ONRDENTIAI_ 

August 30, 

MfM)RANDlM FOR E. . . .4 
NIJ-.:--..-.__,_ 

lliE PRESIDENT° By . , N~ Dat'e '- ► ...l 3 

Subject: Report on Consultations with Congressional Leaders 
on Asian Bank Special Funds: · 

On Tuesday and Wednesday, August 29 and 30, I visited key 
members of the Congress who were in Washington, and discussed our 
proposal for Asian Bank special ftmds. ln accordance with your
instructions I described the proposal and sought their camnents 
on it, particularly their reaction to early ·sutmission of a Bill. 
The results were as follows: 

Senator Fulbright said the substance of our proposal sotmded 
just fine. You may recall I described the proposal in sane detail 
to the Foreign· Affairs Ccmnittee last May and have kept Senator 
Fulbright abreast of developnents since then. He volunteered~ to 
me that he was perfectly willing to have the Bill come up now and 
that if it did he would support it. He said he felt this sort of 
proposal was now more :important than ever--especially in view of 
the reduction in the foreign aid bill. He noted it would be 
important to have Senator Hickenlooper's support for this proposal. 
(I plan to see Senator Hickenlooper when he returns to Washington. 
When I sent a description of this proposal to him last spring he 
pranised t~ give it very sympathetic consideration). · 

I met with Speaker McConnack and Hale Boggs ~ogether. They 
both said they would support the ADB proposar. Boggs wanted to 
know why we were proposing to contribute up to scirie 50% of the total 
and I explained it would be very difficult--if not :impossible--to 
get other countries to do much more than match our $200 million. 

Senator Cooper said he was all -for the ADB proposal which he 
felt was a good project. He noted this was a difficult time for 
consideration of even this attractive a proposition, and said much 
wuld depend on Senator Fulbright's attitude • . He expressed the hope 
we c~ld do more· things aimed at peace in Southeast Asia. . 

Congressman Widnall recalled with pleasure his trip to Asia 
with me to sign the Asian Bank charter and stated unequivocally 
he was very much in favor of the special funds proposal. He .also 
noted this was a tough time to get support for the Bill. · He pranised 
to canvass his Republican friends for their views and give me his 
findi:1)gs. He did not advise _against send~ up a Bill. 

. 
-7.S-
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I had a good talk with Senator Aiken. Like most of the others 
he noted the unfortunate timing of a new aid proposal right now. 
But he said he was in favor of multilateral aid and felt the senti­
ment was steadily increasing for this fonn of aid. He ~ggested we 
not br~ ·-up the subject publicly unt:il September 11 when C~ngress 
reconvenes. · · 

Senator Symi~ton told me that he would have to vote against . 
the bill. He sai that he was most reluctant to take this position 
as there were many things he liked about the Asian Bank. He noted 

_the great unmet needs 'in this coW1try and then spoke at length of 
his long standing and oft' stated opposition to soft loans. But he 
said he would be very quiet about his opposition to this proposal . 
and would make _no speeches _against it. 

Senator Mansfield pranised 'to support the proposal and said he 
saw no reason not to send it up. He expressed strong support, for 
the Asian Bank and our efforts to support regional ·cooperation in 
Asia. When I explained that we would put up as much as 49% of _the _:_ 
total Special Funds, Mansfield said he thought we might be criticized 
for this high a percentage. But said he would support the Bill even 
with this ·feature. · 

Senator Dirksen was extremely nice to me. When describing the 
Mekong program to him, I mentioned retired General Raymond Wheeler's 
role in the project and he said -what a good friend he was of Wheeler's 
and how hopeful he was for this project • He did not criticize any 
aspect of the Special Funds proposal and said he was personally very 
sympathetic. He said he wanted to discuss the Bill with you in the 
next few days. I suggest that you call h:im unless he brings this up · 
with you. · · · _ _........._ · 

,f 
~gene R. Black 

OONFIDOOIAl · 
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WASHINGTON 

,OFFICE OF 
THE A0MINIS_TRATOR -September la 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Eugene Black 
The White House 

· SUBJECT: . Conversation with House Minority Leader Ford 
on Asian Development Bank Special Funds 

At your request I called Congressman Ford to 
answer the question he posed to you: does the Administration 
_plan to seek the first year appropriation .of ADB Special Funds 
in FY 168 or in FY 169? 

I told Mr. Ford that the Treasury will manage the 
-bill _and I was speaking in the absence of the Treasury offici~ls . 
direc{ly concerned but I believed I could say that the Administra­
tion h()pes to avoid seeking a supplemental in FY 168 for these '. . ' . 

funds but has reserved decision on th_is pending clarification of 
what other countries' timetables will be and1 particularlya 
whether it would seriously delay raising the matching funds from 
other countries if the United ·states appropriation were made in . 
July 1968 instead of the Spring of 1968. I pointed out that Japan 
and Canadaa which have apparently firm intentions to provide 
fund~ beginning with their fiscal years starting next April, 
would be several months ahead of us in making firm commit­
ments if the U.S. appropriation is for FY 169. However, so_me 
of the other countries operate on a different legislative and 
fiscal schedule and may be looking to the United States for firm · 
action before making serious decisions. By next January we 
should have a clear understanding of whether it is important 
enough to make a firm commitma:J.t in the Spring to warrant 
asking Congress to appropriate the funds in FY '68. rather than 
FY 169. In either case there would be no budgetary expenditure · 
impact in FY 168 and very little i~ FY 169 because of the time· 
lag in completing the mobilization of Special Funds and s~bsequent 
Bank consideration of projects and contracting. 

• J • 
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Mr. Ford said he thought this was a sound a,nd 
sensible approach. He indicated, without pressing the point, 
that he thought the appropriation bill would hav_e easier sailing 
if it were for FY 169. 

. ~ 

~~ ord M. _Poats 
Acting Administrator 

• 
. . -. : ;::-:" . --... -
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Tuesday - September s. 1967 
3:30 pm 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Insurgency in Bolivia 

During the past few days there have beon two significant developments 
in Bolivia's efforts to deal with communist guerrillas: 

1. Bolh·ia.n security forces have discovered caeheo o{ documents 
belonging to the guerrllla.s. These include passports, identity· 
cards, codes and photographs. Tllo. documents ·have been turned 
over to us for analysis•• A preliminary reading from CIA shows 
rather conclusively that "Che1

·• Guevara travelled to Bolivia via 
Spain and Brazil in·late l 966 using false documents.. The other 
passports and ID ca.i:-ds are expected to give the iden&lty o! addi­
tional Cubans act1ve in the Bolivian guerrilla movemant. I will 
.send you the CIA report as soon as received. 

2. After n series of do!ents at the hands of the guerrillas, the Bolivian 
armed forces en August. 30 finally scored their first victory --
and it seems to hc,ve been a big one. An army unit caught up wltb 
the reaJ!lguard of the guerrillas and killed IO and eaptttr-ed one, as 
aga1nat one soldier killed. Two,of the dead guer1·illas are Bolivians 
and the r .eS''t' either Cubans or Argentines. CIA believes that 
several of the captured false paospor--t.s they are now ana.l~ing 
may have been used by tbe Cubans to get to Bolivia. 

Tho Bolivians want to, use the in!ormatlon on "Che" Guevara in the tria l 
of 

\ 

Regis Debray• .a young French Marxist intellectual, who ia close 
to Fidel Castro and strongly suspected of being on a courier mis sion 
when ho was caught in guerrilla territory in Bolivia last April. It is not 
in our interest. 01i the Bolivians', to have the U.S. nppear as the sole 
authenticating agent £or the documents. Tomorrow in the 303 Committee 
we will consi~er how best to handle th.e authonticatlng aspect. 

The victory of the Bolivian army over the guerrillas should do much to 
bolster the mo.rale and determination .of tbe Bolivian troop.s and their 
officers. The second Bolivian Ranger battalion which \Ve have been 
training since June will give them added capability to pursue the guerrilla~. 
The new unit will go into operation late this month. 

W. W. Rostow 



--ee1'i.hlDENT1AL 

Tuesday. September S. 1967 
12:55 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

You w.ill wish to read this lnclslve and 
constructive .set of comments by Dr. Dan, the 
Vice Pre.sldentlal candidate ,vith Suu- after the 
election. 

We have no idea as to whether the good 
doctor bas any admlnlstrative ability but he lu 
clearly one o! the men we would like to see Thieu 
bring into the government. 

There are passages in this you may ·wish to 
read to the press on a background basis at 6:00 pm. 
today. I wlll provide an extra copy in the fold.er 
of materials I am getting ·up for that session. 

w. W. Roetow 

Saigon 4939 

GOMFlDENTlAL 

WWRostow:rln 



DECLASmml> 

--eot~l'IDEH'l'IAL ◄ 
By 

E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
NlJ c, l.J.- .3 
' , NARA, Date t;l-lS--f</ 

Copy of SAIGON 4939 Sept. 5, 1967 

Dan 
1. Embassy Officer called on Dr. Phan Quang/the afternoon of 

September 5. Dan was in excellent spirits and his usua~ witty, optimistic 
self. He said he was planning to take a week or so off in Yung Tau or Dalat 
in the very near future. 

2. Dan began by sayii,.g he thought the election had been very free. 
There had been some instances @f rigging, mast notably in Gia Dinh, but 
Dan was sure that.this was at the initiative of th~ province chief and not on 
orders from Thieu or Ky. Election fraud, Dan concluded, had been insignificant 
factor in the Thieu/Ky victory, and he strongly l'toubted that Huong or Dzu 
could have conducted such an honest election had they been in power. 

3. Dan went on to say that he did not plan to !tlke~part in any attempt 
to discredit the election. Suu, Ha Thuc Ky, Huong and Dzu, on the other 
hand, are planning to protest results and hope to get the National Assembly 
to declare the election invalid. Danger exists that Deputies in Assembly 
loyal to these presidential candidates might muster enough votes to seriously 
discredit the election even if they don't succeed in getting it declared invalid. 
Dan said throwing out this election would be senseless, unjustifiable and 
disastrous act. He urged that we use whatever influence we have with National 
Assembly Deputies to assure that this doesn't happen. 

4. Embassy Officer asked Dan why Suu, who has played such a 
constructive role during the past year, would associate himself with an 
attempt to create political chaos. Dan replied that Suu is old, senile and 
at times hysterical. Dan recounted story of the morning of election day 
when Suu called him to say that Thu Due district chief in Gia Dinh had 
publicly announced the withdrawal of Suu from the Presidential race and 
removed Suu ballots from all polling places. Dan rushed to Thu Due, visited 
several polling areas as well as the district c)lief, and found everything in 
order. Suu, Dan said, had simply overreacted tG a wild rumor, as is his wont. 
(Throughout the conversation, Dan was not particularly charitable towards Suu 
and at one point claimed that they would have done much better if order of the 
slate had been reversed.) 

5. Dan then gave his analysis of the election results. He said he 
had known all along that Thieu and Ky were inevitable winners. How could 
they lose with government machinery at their disposal and 10 civilian opponents? 
Dzu's strong showing is not all that surprisin(?;. There had been only two slates 
with unique platforms on the issue of war and peace. One was Pham Huy Co, 
who advocated victory at any cost, even if it meant stationing 5 million US troops 
in South Viet Nam. The other was Dzu, who advocated peace at any price. 

PRESERVATIO-N co~·, -
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Co's position proved to be very unpopular, and he got only 1% of the vote. 
Dzu' s platform, on the other hand, was the only one acceptable to the Viet 
Cong. Thus, Dan claimed, the Viet Cong decided to tl\ t~w its weight behind 
Dzu, and at the last minute put out t~e word to people living under their 
influence. All one has to do is look at the areas where Dzu polled well, 
Dan maintained, to confirm that he benefitted from the Viet Cong. "Kien 
Phong, Camau, Tay Ninh, Hau Nghia -- why, in some of these provinces 
Dzu didn't even have a campaign apparatus, " Dan exclaimed. · 

6. Dan went on to say that Dzu's vote in fact is a very encouraging 
development. Assuming that of the 17% of the total vote Dzu received, 2% was 
Tan Dai Viet, then 15% was Viet Cong. "This is really a good sign, 11 Dan 
added, i'and proves the Viet Cong really don't have _much popular support. 
They are well organized, yes, but if we nat:i onalists close,.•·. ranks, we could 
defeat them easily. 11 Elaborating further on his theory that VC vote went 
for Dzu, Dan claimed the fact that I Corps Buddhist vote went for Suu was 
proof that Buddhists are not Communists. 

7. Commenting further on election results, Dan said he was happy 
Huong had been beaten "because he is a real regionalist"; and Dan was even 
happier that the powers and responsibilities of Prime Minister Ky will be 
reduced. Ky is brash and irresponsible, Dan said, while Thieu is reflective, 
reserved and polite. Dan praised Thieu's behavior during the campaign, 
and said he had taken criticism well, and not once had Thieu engaged in any 
mud- slinging. 

8. Looking to the future, Dan expressed great hopes for the new, 
constitutionally elected government. Dan said he would work with Thieu 
and mentioned several other oppositionists whom he thought would be willing 
to cooperate with the new government, among them Ha Thuc Ky and Nguyen 
Van Truong. As for Suu and Huong, their political careers are finished and 
"we should put them in the national museum 't61gether with Tran Van Ly, 
Nguyen Hoa Hiep and Vu Hong Khanh. " On no ~ccount, Dan insisted, should 
Dzu be invited into the government. Instead, Dan suggested, Dzu should 
just be allowed to discredit him self, something he's sure to do if allowed 
enough time .. 

9. Dan said he doubted that efforts to discredit the election would 
really succeed and he was equally skeptical that Buddhists would try to launch 
any protest demonstrations. After all, Dan pointed out, at least two of the 
upper house slates they favored are likely to be elected (List 10 headed by 
Pham Ba Cam and list 13 headed by Tran Van Don); and thus they should be 
able to make their influence felt in peaceful, C6)n.structive way. Dan concluded 
on a cautiou:, note observing that, despite his own personal optimism and good 
will, the course of events during the next few weeks and months depends largely 
on the way Thieu himself decides to play his cards. 

Fkt:SERV Tl 
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10. Comment: 

a. We believe Dan's attitude is very helpful and 
while he seems to be angling for a position in the future government, 
his remarks appear to reflect a sincere belief that the election was, 
on the whole, hone st. 

b. ·we agree with Dan that some danger exists that the 
National Assembly will attempt to annul the election. In our discussions 
with National Assembly Deputies, we plan to point out that any rash moves 
on the National Assembly's part or excessive emphasis on minor instances 
of fraud could have very damaging consequences for the c;..ountry's future. 
We will also explain that we of course recognize that legitimate complaints 
should be aired in Assembly debate in accordance with election law. 

BUNKER 



Tuesday, September 5, 1967 
.-12:55 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

You wW wish to read this incisive and 
constructive set of' comments by Dr. Dan, the 
Vice Presldentlal c.andlda.te with Suu. after the 
election. 

We have no idea as to whether the sood 
doctor bas any admlniatrativo ab tUty but he ls 
clearly one or the men we would like to see Thieu 
brlng into the government. 

There are passages· in thio you may ·wish to 
read to the press on a background baals at 6:00 pm 
today. I will provide an extra copy in. the !older 
of materials 1 am gettin:g ·up £or that session. 

W. W. Rostow 

Saigon 4939 

-GOHFIDBNTI:Alr 

WWRostow:rln 
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Copy of SAIGON 4939 Sept. 5, 1967 

Dan 
1. Embassy Officer called on Dr. Phan Quang/the afternoon of 

September 5. Dan was in excellent spirits and his usual witty, optimistic 
self. He said he was planning to take a week or so off in Yung Tau or Dalat 
in the very near future. 

2. Dan began by saying he thought tne. election had been very free. 
There had been some instances of rigging, most notably in Gia Dinh, but 
Dan was sure that.this was at the initiative of tile province chief and not ou. 
orders from Thieu or Ky. Election fraud~ Daa concluded, had been insignificant 
factor in the Thieu/Ky victory, and he strongly doubted that Huong or Dzu 
could have conducted such an honest election had they been in power. 

3. Dan went on to say that he did not plan to take· part in any attempt 
to discredit the election. Suu, Ha Thuc Ky, Huong and Dzu, on the other 
hand, are planning to protest results and hope: t" get the National Assembly 
to declare the election invalid. Danger exists tkat Deputies in Assembly 
loyal to these presidential candidates n·iight muster enough votes to seriously 
discredit the election even if they don't succeed in getting it declared invalid. 
Dan said throwing out this election would be senseless, unjustifiable and 
disastrous act. He urged that we use whatever influence we have with National 
Assembly Deputies to assure that this doesn't happen. 

4. Embassy Officer asked Dan why Suu., who has played such a 
constructive role during the past year, would associate him self with an 
attempt to create political chaos. Dan replied that Suu is old, senile and 
at times hysterical. Dan recounted story of the morning of election day 
when Suu called him to say that Thu Due district chief in Gia Dinh had 
publicly announced the withdrawal of Suu from the Presidential race and 
removed Suu ballots from all polling places. Dan rushed to Thu Due, visited 
several polling areas as well as the district chief, and found everything in 
order. Suu, Dan said, had simply overreacted to a wild rumor, as is his wont. 
(Throughout the conversation, Dan was not particularly charitable towards Suu 
and at one point claimed that they would have done much better if order of the 
slate had been reversed. ) 

5. Dan then gave his analysis of the election results. He said he 
had known all along that Thieu and Ky were int:vitable winners. How could 
they lose with government machinery at their disposal and 10 civilian opponents? 
Dzu's strong showing is not all that surprising. There had been only two slates 
with unique platforms on the issue of war and peace. One was Pham Huy Co, 
who advocated victory at any cost, even if it meant stationing 5 million US troops 
in South Viet Nam. The other was Dzu, who advocated peace at any price. 
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Co's position proved to be very unpopular, an.cl he got only 1% of the vote. 
Dzu's platform, on the other hand, was the only one acceptable to the Viet 
Cong. Thus, Dan claimed, the Viet Cong decided to throw its weight behind 
Dzu, and at the last minute put out the word to people living under their 
influence. All one has to do is look at the areas where Dzu polled well, 
Dan maintained, to confirm that he benefitted from the Viet Cong. "Kien 
Phong, Camau, Tay Ninh, Hau Nghia -- why, in some of these provinces 
Dzu didn't even have a campaign apparatus, " Dan exclaimed. 

6. Dan went on to say that Dzu's vote in fact is a very encouraging 
development. Assuming that of the 17% of the total vote Dzu received, 2% was 
Tan Dai Viet, then 15% was Viet Cong. "This is really a good sign, " Dan 
added, "and proves the Viet Cong really don't have. much popular support. 
They are well organized, yes, but if we nationalists close;: ranks, we could 
defeat them easily. 11 Elaborating further on his theory that VC vote went 
for Dzu, Dan claimed the fact that I Corps Buddhist vote went for Suu was 
proof that Buddhists are not Communists. 

7. Commenting further on election results, Dan said he was happy 
Huong had been beaten "because he is a rea.l regionalist"; and Dan was even 
happier that the powers and responsibilities t,t Prime Minister Ky will be­
reduced. Ky is brash and irresponsible, Dan said, while Thieu is reflective, 
reserved and polite. Dan praised Thieu's behavior during the campaign, 
and said he had taken criticism well, and not once had Thieu engaged in any 
mud-slinging. 

8. Looking to the future, Dan expressed great hopes for the new, 
constitutionally elected government. Dan said he would work with Thieu 
and mentioned several other opposition:.sts whoM he thought would be willing 
to cooperate with the new government, among them Ha Thuc Ky and Nguyen 
Van Truong. As for Suu and Huong, their political careers are finished and 
"we should put them in the national museum together with Tran Van Ly, 
Nguyen Hoa Hiep and Vu Hong Khanh. " On no account, Dan insisted, should 
Dzu be invited into the government. Instead, Dan suggested, Dzu should 
just be allowed to discredit him self, something he's sure to do if allowed 
enough time. 

9. Dan said he doubted that efforts to discredit the election would 
really succeed and he was equally skeptical that Buddhists would try to launch 
any protest demonstrations. After all, Dan pointed out, at least two of the 
upper house slates they favored are likely to be elected (List 10 headed by 
Pham Ba Cam and list 13 headed by Tran Van Don); and thus they should be 
able to make their influence felt in peaceful, constructive way. Dan concluded 
on a cautious note observing that, despite his own personal optimism and good 
will, the course of events during the next few weeks and months depends largely 
on the way Thieu himself decides to play his cards. 

PRESERVATION co-,·v-
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10. Comment: 

a. We believe Dan's a.ttitude is very helpful and 
while he seems to be angling for a position in the future government, 
his remarks appear to reflect a sincere belief that the election was, 
on the whole, honest. 

b. •we agree with Dan that some danger exists that the 
National Assembly will attempt to annul the election. In our discussions 
with National Assembly Deputies, we plan to point out that any rash moves 
on the National Assembly's part or excessive emphasis on minor instances 
of fraud could have very damaging consequences for the Giountry's future. 
We will also explain that we of course recognize that legitimate complaints 
should be aired in Assembly debate in accordance with election law. 

BUNKER 

. .,. .,. . 

PRESERVATION CO[~iv• 
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Tuesday.. September St 1967 
12:15 p.m. 

Mr. Prealdcat: 

Sec. Ra.ak may wl•h to rai ■e at lanch ~oday 
the.question. of the proposed Soviet compromlae. 
Article m. 

,\.,e Intend to lay lt ·before the North Atlantic. 
Council at a meetio,g tomo-rrow. Sept. 6. 

Sec. Rusk may wish to take the occa11lon to 
outline tlte altuatto.a. now aurroundlag the NPT and 
the likely time table of events. 

·w. W. Roetow 

WWRoatow:rln 



COPY 

tJnlted States. Arms Control and Disarmament Agency 
Waohtng·ton 

September 5, 1967 

TO: 

THROUGH: 

The Sec::reta.ry 

S/S 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
NlJ ?¥:--~(.¼ 

By <at9 , NARA, Date 9-1.3-?{ 
FROM: Adrian S. Fisher, Acting Director 

SUBJECT: Talking Polnts for your lunch wlth the PreG!dent today. 
· Draft Non-Prollleratlon Treaty, Article m Proposal. 

The Sovleta have proposed a compromise Article lll dealing 
with safeguards which represents m.ovement fr.om their earlier position. 
The key to their suggested language la their willingness to ha.ve non­
nuclear weapons states enter into safeguards agreements with the IAEA 
"either individually or together with ot.her states as. provided in the statute 
oi the IAEA11 and the statement that the "'exclusive purpose0 :for which IAEA. 
saleguards are to bo accepted ls ''verl!leatlon of the fulfillment or tho 
obligations assumed under this troaty. 0 

These two factors appear to indicate that the Soviets are 
prepared to permit arrangements under which IAEA could make use of 
the EURATOM system in per.forming the task of "verification•• under such 
an Article. The Soviets also appear wlll.ln_g to have an Article m which 
permlts the EURATOM countries to negotiate with IAEA through EURATOM. 

The new Soviet artlcle also contains a two-.year implementation 
perlod after the treaty's entry into force within which agreements with 
IAEA could be negotiated. 

Wo have told the Soviets that. while we arc anxious to resolve 
the Article Ill problem before the non-proliferation treaty ls dlseussed 1n 
the U. N. General Assembly we would now have to obtain the views of our 
allies on the Soviet compromise proposa.l. We now propose to dlscnns the 
matter at the meeting 0£ the North AtlanUc CouncU to be held tomorrow. 
September 6. 



Tuesday, September 5, 1967 
9:30 a. m. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Herewith: 

l. Ambassador Bunker's accot.;tnt of the Scamm.on backgrounder 
which you directed; 

Z. The UPI reporta of statements made by the observers 
in Honolulu: 

3. Representative McCarthy's report to his office and to 
Buffalo Evening News of the election. 

4. Embasay Saigon's full man by man report on the observers• 
rea·ction,, which I understand was read to you at 5:00 a •.m. 

S. Ellsworth Sunker's WU'm and grateful response to your 
message 0£ last night. 

w. w • .R. 

SECRET attachments 

(Saigon CAS 144) 
(UPI 282-A 019A) 
(Saigon 4841) 
(Saigon 4895) 
(CAS Saigon 145) 

DECLA:SIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

N~J ~COO-\ 
By~ NARA, Date 
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Wednesday, September St 1967 
8:ZO a. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith all of Thleu1s statements 
about peace. made during the campaign. 

So lar as I can eee, he never once 
.forgot hls "ifs. " 

W. W. Rostow 

WWRostow:rln 
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16 August Press Conference 

This may not have beon hi.a first referen.ce to negotiations 
dudng the campaign which started on the first of August, but on 16Auguat 
he indi~ated his willingness to-meet with~Hanoi lec. ders but not directly 
with the Front. · 

?:.5 August Press Conference 

When quest1011ed about his report~d proposal for a pause ln. the 
:)ombin.g, l1e ~a.id l1e would fh-st itidlcate to Hanoi b}r the ICC or through 
othe1· chann.els that "we have a. good will and want to talk. 41 He said tha.t 
if Hanoi showed a willingness t:o talk ancl provided they sho\V. some .sort o_I 
aestu1·e towards this end he would th.en lnstitute a bombing pause. "I am 
1·eady to halt bombing !or one week to show n1.y good will." When a.sked ~ 
)1e expected a11y opposltlon from the U. S~, he said he did not. He sa.-id 
ex_~e1udon of bombb1g beyond a .week "depet'lds on good will and sincerity 
c! Ha.r1.oi." He was asked if i1uo1·m.a.l talks as opposed to negotia.t!ons 
would ·be possible wlth the NLF. Thleu said, ''If they coma to Saigon, I 
wlll talk to then1.." Asked U he would guarantee saf.e passage -in and out 
of Sa.ig~ui, Thieu said "sure." . 

2.6 A\t@!St Campaign Appearance - ·My Tho 

·"I do not tl1ink that it is easy to obtain. peace••• if I am·elected: 
• • • I will send I1anoi a message detnonst rating 1ny good will in suggest.int 
a set~let'llen~. U Hanoi accepts and wants 1ne to ·displa}r some Jesture of . 
g·ood will as· a con.dltlon for negotiations, I will recomme11d a. bombing 
pause of one week'. · B\1t it Ha.noi continues its infiltration, then we will 
have 11.0 .fhotce except to .continue to fight." 

Z2. August tt,te rvtew - Saigon Presa 

I:I 

. Thieu said that he thinks the North Vietn.ame se regime may . · 
collapse if it prolongs the wa.r. In view of that danger• the North 

! 
I ' ·~ietnan~ese will agree to nogotlatlons. They have nothit1g to lose. They
I ' 

I ' 

I 

need c;,.nly to pull back bel1ind the 17tl1 parallel. He seema to lndlcate tha.t· . · 
· I . 

i~ will take two years to bring Ha.nol t~ the negotiation table• . 
. !- ·_. :! . / · ·. _·; I ·: :, 
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Undated Press Report 
,I• 

_~ recent press 1•~po1·t quote a Thi"u as saying that 11 when Hanoi 
is convinced it cannot win politically o~ militarily. they will accept pea.ce. 
talks." · 

3 ~pternber Pr~sa Report 

At the polls, Thieu repeated M.s campaign ·promise to send a 
. message to Hanoi suggesting peace talks. tttf they :t·eply with good wlll 

. . _a11d ask anot.hergesture of good will. I will c a ll fo -:;. a o~e week pause of 
the bombing in the .North'." 

3 Septembe 1· In:tervlew 

Thieu told repo1·ters that U 11& was elected he would launch "a. . 
peace o!!ensive. •~ "If there ts any response. I wlll propose a week'• 
.p~use in the bon,bing. If _thoro ts ·no response. thf31•e will be no pause." 

. . . , \ 
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Tuesday, September 5, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. President: 

You asked Bill Jorden for a report on the percentage of 
vote Thieu and Ky received related to total vote and to total valid vote. 

He reports as follows: 

Total vote 4,868,Z66 

Invalid votes 194,856 

Total valid vote 4,673,410 

Vote for Thieu/Ky 1,638,902 

Thus, Thieu/Ky received: 

35. 07% of the total valid vote 

33. 6% of the total vote 

W. W. Rostow 
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T EX [ CE CABLE FROM AMBASSADOR BUNKER (Saigon, 4958) 

5U 8JECT: Post Election Priorities in Vietnam 

If Thieu and Hy win the election, which now seems apparent, I believe we 
sh0uld use our influence immediately after the election to have them do the following: 

A. Seek to mobilize broad-based popular s 11pport by: 

; · 
1. Appointment of prominent civilians, including some leading opposition 

candidates or supporters in the new government. The Prime Minister should be a 
respe cted civilian with support of an important political element. For example, Tran 
Van Huong and Dr. Dan should be offered positions in the new government, or asked to 
suggest candidates for certain positions in return for their support. The focus should 
be on individuals with the idea of quality as well as popular support. 

2. Association in some way with the new government (not necessarily as 
officia: s) of representatives of various religious and political groups (Hoa Hao, Cao 
D 2.~~ -1'--iurthern and Southern Catholics, moderate Buddhists, VNQDD, MRS, Youth, etc.) 
as a basis for establishing a broadly representative political party supporting the 
gnv e.rnment and in the Assembly, capable of combatting the Viet Cong politically. 

3. Adoption of a progressive program and identification of that program with 
th2.1: of a former national hero, so as to give the new government an idealistic appeal or 
philosophy which will compete with that declared by the Viet Cong. Specifically we might 
suggest to the new government the name of Nguyen Hue {Emperor Quang Trung) who in the 
Eighteenth Centry became a great military leader, arising from the peasantry, at a time 
wher: the nation was divided, had been at war for 20 years, and was torn by corruption; 
'\)l_rho united the country and drove out the Chinese; who embarked on a program of {a) elimi­
nation of corruption, {b) introduction of social justice, {c) land reform, {d) decentralization 
of control to the provincial level, {e) education of the masses in the villages, (£) general · 

. conscription, (g) a national census and universal use of I. D. cards, (h) religious-tolerance. 
(See "A Mode.:rn History of Vietn~m" by Nguyen Phut Tan, pages 145-152). Nguyen Hue 
wa!:: from Central Vietnam and may not be a "hero" to the Delta Vietnamese, but at the 
mor.nent we have no better suggestion of an historical revolutionary leader •. 

B. Work on a more continuous, although informal, basis with the U.S. 
!..,fission. Specifically, have regular (either weekly or semi-monthly) lunches between 

SECRET/ EXDI5 
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senior Yietname se officials and their U.S. counterparts. Also, similar regular lunches 
and informal meetings should be arranged by other official U.S. and counterpart Vietnam­
ese111dealing with particular areas of interest, such as pacification or economic matters. 

t' 

C. Adopt a program which would include the following: 

1. Public recognition of (a) the necessity of every Vietnamese contributing 
to the war effort to the best of his ability, and (b) the necessity of laws and decrees 
resulting in the most effective utilization of manpower, includ.r _tg amendment of the Draft 
Law to reduce the inductiQn age to 18, and to extend term of selrvice, at least of key 
commissioned and noncommissioned officers, £or one year; change of draft policy to 
begin drafting at the younger instead of the older ages; and recognition of the necessity of 
further amendments to exempt key civilians after an adequate manpower study h~s pin­
pointed the categories necessary to be exempt. ,. 

2. Reaffirmation _of ongoing programs relating to the Armed Forces, including 
programs to (a) urgently promote the MACY program for improvement of ARYN (which 
includes improved merit promotion system for officers and noncoms and a military 
inspectorate), (b) eliminate corrupt and inefficient leaders, (c) expand the Regional Force 
and Popular Force and adopt MACY recommended system of U.S. advisory teams, 
operating with Regional Force and Popular Force for six-month periods, {d) encourage 
greater _integration with U.S. forces or joint operations, and (e) reorient the concept of 
pacification role of ARVN, Regional Force, and Popular Force in ·accordance with MACY 
suggestions from static "support of Revolutionary Development" concept to mobile,) area 
security concept, with night patrolling, and adopt inspection and grading system to insure 
implementation of concept. 

3. Making the Province Chief the ''key" man in pacification, giving him 
operational control over all military and paramilitary forces engaged in pacification in 
the provinces, over resources for development programs in the provinces, and over 
technical cadre (agricultural, engineering, education, public health, public \\Orks, etc.) 
based in the provinces, except possibly cadre specially trained £or selective economic 
production programs properly administered from Saigon. He should appoint the District 
Chiefs, who should be under his control. He should report to the Corps Commanders on 
military matters and directly to the Central Government (or to civilian deputies of the 
Corps Commanders) on civil matters. All Province Chiefs should be reappraised and 
only top men retained, and an inspection, training and rating system should be established. 

4. Centralizing all rural development efforts in non-Revolutionary Develop­
ment hamlets (education, agriculture, public works, public health, etc.) under one 
coordinated control in the same manner in which they are now .centralized under the 
Ministry of Revolutionary Development in Revolutionary Development hamlets; funding 
re sources at the provincial level for non-Revolutionary Development hamlets in the same 
manner in which they are presently funded for Revolutionary Development hamlets, so that 

SECP rf.T/ EXDIS 
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coordinated programs can be established in each village with flexibility and with resources 
quf:ckly available; establishing the principle that Village Councils should determine their 
own programs and priorities, and that District and Provincial government should review 
these programs and be responsive to village needs by sending cadres to advise on 
programs and resources to implement programs, the villages furnishing the labor; also 
making changes in Ministry organization to insure that a large proportion of total workers 
are in the provinces, and to insure that most of the pr~vincial workers spend most of 
their time in the field, rather than headquarters. 

5. Construction of an adequate number of screening and detention centers 
in the provinces and permanent prisons on islands on a priority basis. Also, the passing 
of laws to insure (a) it is a crime to be a Viet Cong civilian cadre, {b) spelling out the 
nature and degree of the crime, the penalty is stiff, (c) trials can be had quickly in 
detention centers by military court in what would normally be no _more than one hour 
per trial, and (d} convicted cadre will be sent to the island prisot normally for long 
terms (unless they are accepted as Hoi Chanh by fingering their Viet Cong associates). 
Judges will be at least three per detention center, will be provided from among Army 
men with legal training, and, if not ;enough, more will have to be conscripted. · 

6. Paying higher salaries ·to selected Government of Vietnam officials, 
including the military, particularly those officials able to control corruption or in a 
position to be tempted by corruption. This should be accompanied by declaration against 
corruption, appointment and proper implementation of inspectorate with adequate powers 
to prosecute corrupt officials, and adoption of new laws, if necessary, against 
c-:or:::~ption by public officials • 

. 7. Re~ffirmation of National Reconciliation Proclamation and Chieu Hoi 
program; adoption of a program to employ Hoi Chanh, including amendment of security 
clearance procedures; formation of National Reconciliation Commission under the Ministry 
of In.formation and Chieu Hoi to be composed of prominent Vietnamese to recommend actionf 
to implement the National Reconciliation Program. 

8. Granting to the villages power to enforce land rental laws and laws pro­
hibiting collection of back rents on land taken from Viet Cong control or for tenants who 
have escaped from Viet Cong control; protection by the Government of tenancy in con­
tested areas where security is expanding; also, promulgation of laws designed to insure 
tenure of renters; also, offers to purchase land which will then be resold to those living 
on the land; ~lso, land tax. ,.. 

9. Adoption of the whole of the "Operation Take-Off" pacification program, . 
parts of which have been hereinabove enumerated. · 

SECltET/ EiEDfS 
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10. Establishment of U.S. joint control o·ver expenditures of counterpart 
piayers by reinstituting sign-off by U. S. advisors at provincial level, and U.S. 
retention of control of all U.S. resources until finalization. 

11. Revitalization of the veterans program _to provide for care and training 
of the injured veterans, establishment o~ two veterans hospitals and land resettlement _of 
vete~:a11s and their widows and orphans. 

12. Commitment to effective measures to increase receipts from domestic 
taxes aHd tariffs and revision of present monetary policies, laying basis for increased 
economic development efforts. Development efforts should be focused on increasing 
agricultural output, particularly on programs for increa-sed production of rice and pork, 
and, in this connection, (a) wholesale price of U.S. rice should be increased to Zl 
piasters per kilo, so as to increase prices received by peasants for their paddies, and 
{b) government restrictions on commerce should be reduced whe?e not essential to 
denial of vital goods to the Viet Cong. 

We are establishing a committee of all appropriate Missions agencies to 
{a) further refine the suggestions we can make for a governmental program, and (b) devise 
a written statement of platform and principles which the new government can publicly 
adopt. We believe this should be ready for government consideration by the third week 
in September so that it can be announced by the new government in early October. Insofar 
as the platfo:rn-1 is concerned, we may wish to contact the governmental leaders earlier 
so as to avoid their premature publication of a different platform. 

SECRET/ li:XDJS 



Tuesday 
September 5, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. President: 

You asked Bill Jorden for a report 
on the percentage oi popular vote that went to 
successful presidential candidates in U. S. 
elections. His report is attached. 

W. W. Rostow 

Att. 



MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Percentage of Popular Votes Received by Winners in 
U. S. Presidential Elections 

(Note: Popular vote statistics are incomplete 
and unreliable before 1824. ) 

PERCENTAGE OF 
YEAR WINNER POPULAR VOTE 

1824 Adams 31.9% 
1828 Jackson 56% 
1832 Jackson 54. 5% 
1836 Van Buren 50. 9% 
1840 Harrison 52.9% 
1844 Polk 59. 6% 
1848 Taylor 57. 3% 
1852 Pierce so. 8% 
1856 Buchanan 45. 6% 
1860 Lincoln 39. 8% 
1864 Lincoln 55.2% 
1868 Grant 52. 7% 
1872 Grant 55. 6% 
1876 Hayes 57.9% 
1880 Garfield 48.3% 
1884 Cleveland 48. 5% 
1888 Harrison 47. 8% 
1892 Cleveland 46% 
1896 McKinley 51% 
1900 McKinley 51. 7% 
1904 Roosevelt 56.4% 
1908 Taft 51.6% 
1912 Wilson 41. 9% 
1916 Wilson 49. 3<tJo 
1920 Harding 60.1% 
1924 Coolidge 54% 
1928 Hoover 58.1% 
1932 Roosevelt 57.4% 
1936 Roosevelt 60. 8% 

I, 1940 Roosevelt 54. 7% 
1944 Roosevelt 53.4% Thus, in the last 36 
1948 Truman 49.5% presidential elections in 
1952 Eisenhower 55. 1% . the U.S. , 11 men have 
1956 Eisenhower 57.4% been elected with less 
1960 Kennedy 49. 7% than 50% of the popular 
1964 Johnson 61.1% vote. 



Tuesday, September 5, 1967 

COMFif)EMTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT' 

SUBJECT: Some Notes on Truong Dinh Dzu 

Dzu is 49. He was born in South Viet-Nam, graduated from 
the University of Hanoi with a law degree. He practiced law in the South 
during World War II, was admitted to the Saigon Bar in 1949. 

He has never held political office. His· greatest achievement 
was his election as President of the Saigon Rotary Club (1959-1960). He 
was one of the Governors of Rotary International (1961-62). 

Dzu enjoyed excellent relations with the Diem regime in the 
19501s. His law partner was Mrs. Nhu's brother, and Dzu reportedly 
handled the Nhu family's legal affair.a. 

His relations with Diem and Nhu deteriorated in the late 1950' s 
when Dzu began to have political ambitions and to speak out more and more 
critically of the Government. In l 961~ he claimed he was going to run 
against Diem in the election that year, but he backed out -- claiming that 
Rotary business kept him too busy. 

In March 1963, he was arrested charged with passing bad 
checks, though some claimed his political indiscretions were the real 
reason. 

He did not reappear on the political scene after 1963 until a 
year ago. After the death of Diem, Dzu was active in legal affairs. He 
became known as "Mr. Fix-it" in Saigon. Two Americans charged with 
financial misdealing charged that they had paid Dzu large bribes to get 
them off. He denied the charge. 

The Government announced it was looking into these charges 
and others. But no results have been announced. There were reports that 
the Saigon Bar Association was reviewing his activities and was considering 
disbarring him. 

-GOf¢FIDENTit.cL 

https://GOf�FIDENTit.cL


COM.r•mEN"fIAL 

Some people i11 Saigon have claimed that he announced his 
candidacy for the presidency in order to escape further investigation and 
legal action against him. · 

There are rumors -- no solid evidence thus far -- that his 
campaign was financed in part by the Viet Cong and also by French interests. 

W. W. Rostow 

CON1i'WEN'i1IAL 



M:onday, September 4, 1967 -- 4:25 p. m. 

Mr.. President: 

Sec. McNamara reports as follows on the Kenworthy story. 

It would have beell impossible lor this story to have come from 
the Pentagon because: 

Ken.worthy does not cover the Pentagon and does not have 
Pentagon contacts; 

He dld not 'talk to Sec. McNamua.; 
out 

The other senior officers of the Pentagon were withlext:eptlon 
away for the Labor Day weekend. 

W. W. Rostow 

WWRostow:rln 



I 1 
;,,.-,-

Monday, September-4, 1967 
3!5S p.m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith drafts to Lodge and BWlker. 

Alao attached ls a hamdlnger of a testimonial 
from Congressman Wolf{ who was out there on 
his own. 

'W. W. Rostow 

Bangkok 1690 
m:Tt:1111HIED TO BE AmfflnntlATIW 
,!ARKING. C N Et LED PfZM E.O. ~"'35\\ 

G~C. 1.3 AND AilCHMST'S ~0 Of 
::-:·::.. .. 16. 953. 

WWRostow:rln 



Septetnb·er 4, 1967 

FROM THE PRESIDENT TO AMBASSADOR LODGE IN HONOLULU 

Would you be good enough to convey this message to the group 0£ 

observers whose vlslt you have organized and managed ·wlth your usual 

distinction and efiectlveneas. 

"On behalf of the Amerlean people, I thank you .all for per!ormln.g 
a. 
a notable attd arduous public service In going to Viet Nam and observing 

their prealdentlal election. 

11You went as individuals and you will, of course, make known your 

reactiona.and judgme·nts, as some 0£ you have already d.o.ne. 1 would, 
be 

however,,/greatly interested to hear directly from you andaccou.nt.. of your 

experiences and reflections. 

"I would., therefore, be grateful if those of you who find it pos 
' 

alble 

and convenient -could join me at the White House on September 6 .at 11:00 a. m. 
!or· 
for half N l 1:w or three quarters oi an hour. After ta.klug some pictures 

.and having an informal exchange of v-lew,, -you undoubtedly would wish to 

meet the press. After the Cabinet meeting which. I have scheduled !or 

noon, I would be pleased lf you would all join me for a lunch which. I have 

already scheduled for another group 0£ dlatingulshed Americans. 

"Let me underline that I wlll fully understand 1£ the press of your 

re.sponslbllltles requires you to forego this .invitatlon. n 

OE'h:11MINED TO B! AN AOP.~ikt!'.,P' .. 
MARKING. CANCELLED P~R f .·> ·· - ·. 
SEC. 1.3 AUD AACHtv!ST"S r~; ;-:;,•.....1 t.. .~ 

MAil 18: 1Ha, CO~lFJDENTI Q l I 

Ii~. a-@ . ON f-/3 7/ 

https://andaccou.nt
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-CONPfDE:HTif.cL 

September 4-, 1967 
VIA CAS CHANNEL 

FR.OM THE PRESIDENT TO AMBASSADOR BUNKER, SAIGON 

I would say to you. what I have just been saying to a group 0£ the press 

on a bac~.g.round baslo; namely, that the successful elecUona yesterday bl 

South Viet Nam are a tribute to your vioalon and good judgme.nt. 

You have done it again. 

1 hope you will convey my gratitude and respect to your whole civilian 

and military teanl. 

D ECLA SlFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

NLJ..-a...-~~ !JIIC,J. 
B , 

~ONFiBEUTUr.L 

I 

https://judgme.nt
https://CONPfDE:HTif.cL
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Monday, September 4, 1967 
2:00 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

Since you will be seeing Lodge. you 
may wlsh to read his report on a conver­
sation with an antl-Gaullist Frenc.h 
general. 

Amb. Bunker's comment ls attached. 

We are dlgglng into the question of 
ChiCom rice-fiowa to Hanoi.~ 

W. W. Rostow 
S~lgon 4867 
Saigon 4868 

=5EGRE4' ~ 

WWRostow:rln 
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: ·-:·-~- :. _: ·.. .REF: SAIGON 4867 ·._·.~-•. .. ; · - ·., ·--<~- . 
. . , , . .::. r • .' •. •I., . .:_.. :l. VANUXEM 's VIEWS ro J,..ODGt.: REGARD I NG . . ..< -:! :/ · · ·. .AS .~XPRESSED . ... 

; ,1· · . . . .·. SHIPMENTS OF CHINESE RICE TO NOR!H VIETNAP! ARE INTEREST- .·/Y,f. .·-.:,-~----< , .; 
. : . ·._: ,- _. · . . ING AND HIGHLY SIG~UFICANT IF TRUE •.· WE WILL> BE·"11'RYING TO .}\] ·:>. \ /·~;.:_·.: _ 
j :-;·_/ ._: ..·._./· ,VERIFY THIS REPORT ALTHOUGH _RELIABLE lNF.OR P.JiTION ·oN THIS \ _.::t >-:.:-_-· ._:.f. ·<::_.: 
"\· .< ..,·.·:. · SUBJECT ,IS HARD TO COME BY. . . ·. ,, ,.,-~'.5 \ \;\;; ··\ ii{ .···.•• · . · ·.•·;:i ·i 1i .· : ' . : : 
'. ~1: ·. _.·< ·: ... r . 2. HIS VIEWS REGARDING POSS.I3LE LANO I,/vts·I~ON OF NORTH / :· ··:·_- ): ... :. : \::: -~ . ;.. -
··· •. ··:·<:·:. · ·· · · vI ET-NAM WARRANT coMMENr. -J.·-:-oo"~T~ t\J:fe~w ~..~T)f,.P J/e~ti .- ·_ -~-<J ~-· .·. 

.-~H9u_1=-·_p_~~.O_NJJ..~~;Js.-~:2QR.~W.HA1f.VE'~--«~~:~9N,§::::P.f:..:;J~-A.:~-qAT,, -~'JG . ·. .: .· •,; .. . . ~ 
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· ·_ _:._,:! ·__ '.: -~·: .•~_:_SEEKING. .ro.DESTRoy~~1r~ .?DORcrlwiTH-- fAft<th-eia:mrr:1:cA--r:1o.Ns .. t ·~ ,· · 
. :-.::.- . ·-. :. .: . ,".T.ittS COURSc··· WOULD~ HAVE."' l' . · . :. · · · 

' . .. '.. ...~~ ·.:: .·. :_. ·. ' .:____.. - .. - ""' .. ----
3 •._;•c[lJ'lftl~ClMP~OSS ISL~.:_TO . t:a~rr~r,p_t._ETf .J S~1H.1StSOSEES-TT0N."a 

.: · · T.}1 AT_.lt-;_FEw·-:n-1-v Is~ or-is.=.·_of P8E~CH~~:n_ERCe.-JftR~SS:::S-~,,clil<GA-H-I z~.D 
. ... . ,: . ·._· · JP.~P.lGflr- ItJ;-. VlET;.:NAM. THE E'MPLOYNENT OF -~RCES-of....T'Ht ~ . 

: ·_ . FORMER COLONIAL POWER IN EITHER SOUTU OR.: i'M>Rt'H VIET- NAM . 
.. WOULD ADD THE FINAL CURSE ro OUR PRESEJJec H·ERE A:iJD CONFIRM 

UNSPOKEN.· VIETNAMESE FEARS ST1MULATEO BY nu: VIETICONG 
THAT OUR.. INTEREST REALLY l S TO RE£STA8LI Sil ~ COLONIAL • j 

DOMINION: HERE. . 
.. ~-,. -: . . . ) · • .,..i ~ 

. 4. TH~SE COMMENTS ARE PRETTY OBVIOUS TO Cl-05f ·ossERVERS 
OF THE V,IET-NAM SCENE, WHETH~R MERE OR jtJ \IRSHINGTON, 
BUT I TH'I NK THERE .SHOULD BE HO DOUBT ABOUT ·ouil- VIEWS ON . J--~.-"' 

· VANUXEM_•·s SUGGESTIONS. . 
! • • • - • • _•• 

. . _.•j 
. ; 

. ' . .. ·: 

·:. . ··,-.. 
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1MEMORANDUM. FOR: .The Honorable Walt· w~· Rostow ; ~- · 
. . . : Spacial Aasista11t to the Preside11.t1 . 

•. .-. ;. .,: : The White House 
. ~ 

SUBJECT: .. Gene1·a.l Vanuxem' s Co:r:mnents to 
. 1. Ambassador Lodger : : 

.•l ' 
REFERENCES: ·. A. Sa.igon Eni.bassy Telegram 48~} (NoDis) : 

. 1 · B. · Saigon Embassy Teleg1·arn 4868 (NoDis} 

. , ··' ,. 

l. · Gen.oral Va11.uxe1n was 0110 oi Marsha.! de La.ttre's most dashing 
and colorf.~1 y~u1~_g colonGls and m.ade a great i.nilitar}r na.1ne for himself 

• dut'ing ths Fran.co-Viet Minh War. prin.cipally as the com1nalldor of 
· Group Mobila 3 operatio.g in the Red River delta.· A :Cine military 

officer, he is not noted for political sophistication• .Ho is bitterly anti 
de Gaulle aud believed to have had tics with the OAS. 

z. On. the rice issuo1 Chili.a has and con.tinue s tc ~pply North 
Vletna1n with rice. In. t•ecent years China has been~ tha n1.~jo1• sou re, of _ 
.North ViettU3.m's .rice ilnports. The iu.ll e :.·d:e11.t of such deliveries i.n ~he past

1 i"f;•.: . :
and at present is not· known--only sketchy 1-riateria.l is available on . j · 

!{>J:"
seabo1·11e and rail cargoos f1•orn China to No1·th Viet r.r.am. It is possiple 
that transport. dia1~1ptions and otl1<n· a.ctivit.ie s a.s sociat.ed with the 
cultural · revolution have up.set delive1·y tim.eta ble a c1• recfuced deliveries~ 
Chinese exports elsewhe1·ea howeve1·, ha,,e b een af fo cted very little.: 

·· 3. This yea1· we have noted a. strikin.g inc :rease in North Viet11am's 
it11.po1·t o! foodstuffs fron1. Con1munist coun.tric s ~ l>uring tha fh·st h~lf of. 
1967 about 220,000 tons was deliver~d, · com.pa re d t o about 30,000 tons in 
the fh-s.t half oi 1966•. If China has reduced -its •1-ice : shipments, other 
Com1nu11ist co1.m.tl'fos may be making up for su.ch losses by g1·owing 
deliveries _9f other grains and foods. r~po. rts, however, are only a 

' ·: J-. . 
/,;, '""I .,. . ..:·· 

. IE .. . 
cc. :J ~ -.. ·: ..- ::.:.· ; ; ':: .. 

:: . . •' !· : ' - t 
>-=~::...-:::;.x.....a.=.....,__ 1_.: , , . 

SECRET-- ---·-·-·"'·· ··--·-- ···---···· 
PRESEAVATlON COPY 
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: 4. -Even if Van{txein-could i:aise a thr~~ division force ·0£ F1·e11.ch 
Morcon.a.ries• -which we· doubt, it would be ha1·d to envisage ·a ~,.ilitary 
tin.it whose introduction into the Vietnani. conflict viould have more 
u nfo 1•tiu1.at:e politi~al co11sequen.ces., Any us ~mplo.)rment ·or Fre1i.ch mer-. 
c·e·11.aries wo\tld be a. propaga11da windfall 0£· m.ajor 'proportions for 

! . Hanoi aud woulcl be an act our South Vietnamese allies .would almost 
cei·taiO.Ly cons_i~er politiC'.ally unaccepableo · 

.. 
i 

, j 

i j •. 
. 5. .Any significa11t land invasion of North Vietnam ~ .ould greatly. 

, I ittc1•ease the dsk 0£ dil'·ect Chfo.ese interventiot'l in. th.e Vietna.1n' 
001ulict with m.ajor g1·ound fo1·ces. . ... 

6. !11 short, we a.i.·e ve t·y ntuch iti q.CCO rd with Am.bassado1· Bunkorfa_ 
co111.1ne11.~s as eJq? ressed in R.ef~rence B. : 

j 

. '·. .. ;· ,,.· ) 

. !• . 

i t 

. . . , 

I 

· I 
I 

,.. -SECRET-
-I 
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SBeRET/EXDIS 

Monday. September 4, 1967 
12:55 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Bob Komer's response to 
some of the Mose Committee crltlclsms. 

\V. W. Rostow 

Saigon 4420 
(Corrected copy) 

cc: Amb. Leonhart 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. .3.4(b) 

White Ho~ Guidelines, Feb. 24, 1983 

B~--1:Jfa- , NARA, Date z7-rJ ~/ 
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- .. • ?.• ... • t .. :. · • "r 

rected Copy, _Saigon 4420, .~ugust 1-?, ~~-~7 : · J 

•' ,( .: .~ ~• '." , • l !I t - - . I .:l"'~ 
• ... ~ t~.. i ~ , • . • 

.·· • ·r •"..:.1ex:t cf Cable ·from ,Ambassador'' Kome 1· -_.; :: , 
' 

·~· .. 
~.. ;. ., ~, . . . ! ,. , r • ~ 

fl', .. 
... , .• ~ .. • ", , i 

.. The following r~presents my thoughts on reb~ttal tct ·the Moss 
Subcommittee attacks. , Their use· in public responses necessarily 

<-depends on ·Washington judgment as to how directly to engage with .:•:· 
. ·: . ·> Moss: ~- · 

, ~ • ; ,I. • • ~, 

~• r , 
• ,f I 

Fir;:;t., all tJ:\e latest mass c·ritic:i.sm, lik~ those in previo'll:s 
i eports., .can fairly be labeled as focussing alrn.ost exclusively on 
m inor ble.mishe~ to the exclU:sion of major _accomplishments. ·· In 
broad p c·rspective, AID programs in Vietnam have been remarkably 
s uccessful in achieving the overall aim of keeping war-torn e~onomy •. r 

,. a float, in keeping the South·vi~tnamese people fed, anq/'in helping 
:· revent runaway inflation. On the last score one need only compare . 

.Korean war experiences of 700 percent retail price inflation during the 
i irst year and 2400 percent during the three years before armistice 
with the U.S. /South Vietnam ability to hold Saigon retail prices to less 
than a ?00 percent rise in the .over two and a half years since · 
J anuary 1, 1965. 

·similarly, licking the Saigon port bottleneck was a classic· success 
which makes the Moss nitpicks look pale indeed. Departinent of Defense 
and AID can provide plenty of details. 

· As to the chief Moss theme that U.S. officials avoid rocking the 
boat rather th.an pressing vigoroµsly for needed reforms, Moss is 
speaking both from ignoranc e and from kis _f."o~nn with a rather narrow 
view. In fact, the U.S. mis s ion has had tC) choose judiciously which 
issues to press on the Government of Vietna"'1,. Ehr sense of priorities 
are rather different from his. Moreover, the present Goverl?-ment of 
Vietnam has been far more responsive to U.S. advice and pressure on ' .... · 
key issues than were those of Diem or Minh Cl'.' Khanh during 1955-64. 

On pacification, I don't_know what Moss yv·ill bring forth. I do know 
that he and his _staff spent so little time on pacification during the last 
brief visit as .,hardly to justify a report.- Nor did anyone with whom 
they spoke provide ammo to support "lagging and floundering" in 
pacification. Indeed his only concern was over militarization of 
pacification under the new reorganization, and when Ambassador Bunker 
explained the f~cts to him, he had no retort. DICIASSIPmD 

:SECkET/ EJ(mS l!.O. 123S6, Sec. 3~4 
NlJ s- . 

By ._ , NARA, Date J::J-IS---1/1/ .
• 

PRESERV ON CO~.Y -
. -- ·• -----•-- ·---- --- ·--· 
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>.I :__ sFCD liVif/ EiX:C:•t~ .!;., 

'.' ' ·j . y~;,;t:; ,, ;,,;.•·, , ' ,, ' . ~ -' ~- ;:,, ,,\ ;' 
'Thus, the best tack would be to·' ask --.M oss J o :f: spe.cifics before he ·: "':. ~ >-t ,: · \ <-~ 

~ '? !I'"' :,4 •:i,. .. 

i_ssues a pacification report. I have attem.p-te~ ~~ -rn:~k~__the abo_ve points ~, ·. ,·' · .. 
in a friendly letter to Moss, which can be tisea.:~s ·:washington sees fit. _r -. ·. · . · :.f: 
Hence I suggest anticipating a Moss blast on .f.?,~ification by inquiring 
promptly at high level as to h is .concerns a:nd.) hen-.11publicizing the . 
_.!' elevant fact_~ and figures before this r.~p~r~_:,f ·?m~s out. Just tell us 
·9vhat target to shoot at and we'll let fly·~ './':/:.,!;,.,.::;(1" _ . 

· . . .. \'/•:\,.'./;.:··.~ .... ,·. (' .-. . 

On land reform, let's face the fact that the· Government of Vietnam 
p erformance is •unimpressive. But neithe~ 'i.·s i~~d reform a burning 

··i ·ssue in Vietnam. Of 11 presidential slates ·only one_(Suu/Dan)° seems 
·to have stressed it at all. But we have ginned up a new land reform 
package and now have another variant proposed by Pro~essor 

.John Montgomery from Harvard, who has bee·n; consultµig out her ~. ·. 
We'll try these on the Government of Vietnam / ight. a _ft~r the election. 

Ambassador Bunker concurs in the above; ·and shares· my views 
.on tactics. / 

- S!:CRE I /EXDf-& -·-: · 
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CO?ifiDEH'fIA:L 

Monday~ September 4, ~967 -- 12:4S pm 

Mr. President: 

Herewith final returns on the Vietnamese 
.election in terxns of valid ballots cast. The only 
oorprlse is that ln the end Suu pulled a bit a.bead 
of Huong for third place. 

1 am convinced that to underetand th:ls 
election one mu.st start by assuming that some­
thlng like ZZ~ of the vops were cast vlrtua.lly at 
random; that is, people voted at rlok to associate 
themselves with the Constitutional p·rocess but kf! 
had no id-ea at all about the. Presidentlal candidates 
themselves. Put another way·, anyone who ran 
could ·get about. Z% of the total vote. 

That means the proportion of the vote that 
went to Thieu-Ky. among those \.vho were actually 
picking candidates, was ne-arer 46o/D th,an 36o/a. 
And there is similarly an upward discount factor 
to- be applied to the other three major candldatos. 

W. \V. Rostow 

CONFIDEHTIAL 

WWRostow:rln 
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SITUATION REJ?ORT 

.Septenibe.r 4, 1967 
11.30 

\Jie{:I\ arnese Elections 

The total provincial retm·ns reported by the GVN from all 
e.\ectoral districts (valid ballots only) arc as io.llows: 

Slate #1 Su11./l)ln 502,712 10. '7% 

Slate #2 Xy/Dinh \J
~46 I 5rr')Iv 7.4.% 

Slate #3 Binh/Kbinh 129, 4~~9 2.7% 

Slate #4 Dz.u/Chieu 800,285 17.1% 

Slat& #5 Huong/'fruyen 464,638 9# 9,0 

Sl::te J G CoiSinh 185,506 2. Z.tb 

Slate N1 Ly/Duong 91,887 1.8% 

Slate #8 Hiep/'Iruyen 169,498 3. 4% 

Slat e #9 'lbie'-l/Ky 1,638,902 35. 7% 

Slate 41-10 Khanh/Dang 148,651 3.1% 

Slate #11 Quat/Chan 285,328 3.1% 

This makes a total of 4,673, 4.90 votes . 'the difference between 
this fi~Jur,.?. and the established total. vote c>f 4, 868, 266 is 194,770. 
Presumably , this represents the number of invalid ballots and is 
about 4% of fae total votes case (the percentage: of invalid ·ballots last 
year was arounti {)%). 

The percentage of the vote for eaeh r.najor candid.ale remains 
~bout the same, as reported in thE: previous Situation Report, though 
Suu has now pulled aliea.d of Huong for third place. 

No returns from .lhe Senate race are yet availab\ e~ 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



~EXDIS 

Monday, September 4, 1967 . 
12:10 p.m• 

.?vtr-. President: 

Herewith Amb. Bunker's solid 
analysis of the election. and post-election 
problems-. 

He sees it almost precleely as we 
al,e lt in Washington. 

w. W. Rostow 

Salgon 4885 

SECltET 

WWRostow:rln DEC./ S!HED 
F.O. 123·:; · , Se . 3.4(!~) 

White H~ Gwdefu, eb 24 ~ ._,·, ' 
' • ' ., J 

Bv~ , ARA, Date '1'-/3-~ 
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-SEGRET / F!XOl5; September 4, 1967 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM AMBASSADOR BUNKER (Saigon 4885) 

SUBJECT: Vietnam Election Returns: Preliminary Comment on 
Election Returns 

The Results: As of 4 a.rn, September 4, with 42 of the 50 electoral 
jurisdictions having reported, Thieu-Ky had 3 5 percent of the vote. 
Truong Dinh Dzu was in second place with 17. 4 percent, followed 
by Huong (11. Tpercent), Suu (9. 7 percent) and Ha Thuc Ky (7 percent). 
As expected, Thieu-Ky did especially well in II Corps, particularly 
in the Highland Provinces. They also did quite well in the populous 
IV Corps, taking every province except Kien Phong. Dzu was 
strongest in III and IV Corps. He won by a plurality in Kien Phong, 
Nau Nghai, Ding Duong and Tay Ninh. 

Suu did best in I Corps where he took Hue and Danang and also 
did quite well in Quang Nam. Thieu and Ky did not do particularly well 
in I Corps although returns from Quang Ngai, which have not yet come 
in, may alter this picture somewhat. 

Suu and Huong did surprisingly poorly in IV Corps. {Suu got 
.90, 391 votes; Huong 119,227; Dzu 303,436; Thieu 495, 572.) Huong 
made his most impressive showing in Saigon where he won by plurality 
of 137,962 votes as against 135,527 for Thieu and 87,670 for Dzu. 

Factors Behind the Thieu-Ky Victory: 

Thieu-Ky were the best known of the candidates. Ky in particular 
is known in the countryside, where he is sometimes referred to as 
Mr. Moustache. The campaign was evidently neither long enough nor 
intensive enough for the other candidates to erase his advantage. 

Thieu-Ky benefited from the traditional attitude toward those in 
authority. The tendency on the part of many voters is to cast a "stay­
out-of-trouble-vote," that is, they do what they believe the authorities 
want them to do in order to avoid possible future difficulties. This 
vote is probably a good deal smaller than it was a few years ago, but 
it is still significant, particularly in rural areas. 

D!CLASmllID 
E.0. 12356, Sec. 3. 

SECRET/EJCDi&u 
NlJ •NARA. Daac I:i-J/,d fBy 
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As anticipated, a number of ethnic and religious groups voted 
more or less as units for the present regime. This is because their 
leaders believe the present Government offers the best hope of 
continued benefits for their particular group. Included in this 
category are the Montagnards, the Khmers, the Northern Catholics, the 
Tam Chau Buddhists, a large chunk of the Hoa Hao (though Dzu cut into 
the Hoa Hao vote), and the military. Expected to be in this category 
but notable for their defection were the Chinese. The Chinese vote 
apparently went more for Huong than for Thieu-Ky, possibly because 
they still remember the Ta Vinh affair. 

Those who fear change and hope for a continuation of the relative 
stability of the Thieu-Ky regime gave their support to the Thieu 
ticket. (These voters in many cases would also fall under those 
included in the paragraph above, however.) 

The· civilian candidates split the vote·. By failing to unite behind 
one or two candidates, they contributed heavily to the Thieu-Ky victory. 
(Should be noted, however, that it would take the combined Dzu, 
Huong., and Suu vote to better the Thieu-Ky mark.) 

With the exception of Dzu, the civilian candidates did not exploit 
the issues with the greatest appeal. For the most part they took a 
responsible stance on the peace issue, stressing the need for peace in 
honor and guarantees for independence. This turned out to be less 
attractive, or at least less understandable, to many voters than the 
simplistic peace appeal of Dzu. The civilian candidates also failed to 
exploit the corruption issue effectively. Instead of exposing some 
particular instances of blatant governmental corruption, they stuck to 
vague (and safe) generalizations about the prevalence of corruption. 
Their main targets, the government's conduct of the campaign and the 
Buddhist charter., probably had little voter appeal. 

Factors Behind the Dzu Showing: 

Dzu put the peace issue forward in the rawest and most uncomplicated 
form. To the unsophisticated and the war weary., this probably had a 
powerful appeal. 

PRESERVATION COPY 
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Dzu probably got most of the protest vote. Those who wanted 
to register their dissatisfaction with the status quo were probably 
attracted by Dzu•s harsh and often clever attacks on Thieu-Ky and' the 
present government. Much of the anti-military vote that would other­
wise have gone to Huong and Suu went to Dzu because he was more 
vehemently anti-military than they were. Within the protest vote was 
perhaps an element of hidden anti-Americanism, i . e. by voting 
against Thieu-Ky and for peace. Also there may have been some 
desire to vote against the "old" civilian candidates (Suu, Huong, etc.) 
and for new blood. 

There may have been some Viet Cong influence at work. In III Corps 
there is considerable congruence between areas of heavy Viet Cong 
influence and areas where Dzu pulled a large vote. During the 
campaign Dzu told Lansdale that he had heard the Viet Cong were 
telling people to vote for him. We have very little to go on here, 
however, and we will need to get more information before hazarding 
any firm judgement on the extent of Viet Cong support for Dzu. 

Tan Dai Viet support is probably more important than previously 
thought. Dzu's strong showing in Quang Ngai, for example, is 
evidently the result of Tai Dai Viet backing. 

Dzu seemed to have a very well financed campaign. There have 
been some allegations, as yet quite unconfirmed, that he got help from 
the French. The source of his campaign funds could have been his 
own bank account and that of his businessman running mate, however. 

Election Irregularities 

We have reported previously on the charges of pressures and unfair 
campaign tactics in the period preceding the election. Most of these 
proved unsubstantiated or a direct result of the fact that Thieu and Ky 
are the incumbents and used the normal incumbents' advantages fully. 

The balloting itself went off with virtually no significant 
irregularities so far as we are now aware. The observers were in 
fact much impressed with the careful and strictly honest procedures that 
they witnessed. 

-8ECRET/EJCDIS 
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We understand that Dzu is charging that the election was a 
"nationwide fraud," and that he will try to get the Assembly to declare 
the election invalid. As far as we know, however, his chief charge 
(in addition to those made during the campaign) is that there were not 
enough ballots at some of the polling stations. Shortages of some 
ballots reportedly did delay balloting at some polling stations, but 
only temporarily. 

It seems clear now that unless some new evidence of extensive 
fraud should be uncovered--which we consider unlikely--the election 
must be considered to have been clean. The irregularities of which we 
are aware could not have significantly altered the outcome of the 
election. 

Probable Reactions 

Dzu's strong showing plus the fact that Thieu-Ky got only 35 percent 
and ran relatively well in the cities as well as in the countryside will 
tend to convince many skeptics here that the election was honest. We 
are already beginning to get that kind of reaction. 

As noted above, Dzu is evidently going to make an effort to get the 
election declared invalid. His unsavory past, his personal attacks on 
Ky, his unstructured peace appeal (which Thieu-Ky probably view as 
tantamount to surrender to the Viet Cong), and his present stance 
probably make it impossible for him to contribute constructively to 
the formation of the new government. We judge that Dzu cannot and 
should not be included in the government. 

With the front-running civilian thus eliminated, the prospects 
for a true government of national union are undeniably reduced. At 
the same time, we are inclined to think that the outcome of the 
election may also make it easier for Thieu-Ky to persuade the other 
civilian candidates to take positions in the new cabinet. On the evening 
of September 3, Vo Long Trieu in fact intimated to an Embassy Officer 
that Huong has not really closed out the possibility of serving in aThieu-Ky 
government. Much will depend on how Thieu-Ky approach the other 
civilian candidates on this matter. It may also depend in part on how 
fast tli.e.y act. We understand that Dzu has already said that he is 
seeking the help of the other civilian candidates in rejecting the election 
results. 

PRESERVATiON CGPV 
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The margin by which Thieu-Ky won the election is adequate as a 
mandate, but it is certainly not overwhelming. The vote for Dzu in 
particular should suggest to Thieu-Ky that they need the help of certain 
other civilian candidates if they are to have sufficient popular backing 
for their government. 

Significance of the Election 

We should not lose sight of the difficulties under which this election 
was held. Vietnam is a nation at war, divided, underdeveloped, and 
with a very long tradition of authoritarian government. Viet Cong 
propaganda and terror reached a new high in an effort to disrupt and 
discredit the election. The election was also carried out under such 
intense international scrutiny that the candidates were sometimes 
tempted to play to world opinion more than to their own people. 
(This is the probable reason for . -the great emphasis on the conduct of 
the election as an issue). Considering the difficulties, the election can 
only be described as a significant achievement. 

The election should also be viewed as an important step toward 
government by law. Opposition was tolerated to a greater extent than 
ever before in Vietnam. Freedom of the press and of speech were un­
precedented. This was a most valuable lesson for all concerned in the 
need to tolerate dis sent and the limits within which responsible 
opposition can operate. 

The election also marks a further move toward civilianization of 
the government. This process began with the enlargement of the 
directorate last year and the formation of the Peoples Army Congress; 
it continued with the election of the Assembly, and the writing of the 
constitution. Now Thieu and Ky will have to deal with an important 
civilian arm of the government, the new legislature. With good luck 
and careful management it could soon be a working civilian-military 
partnership under the constitutional frame. 

The new regime will be faced by many old and new problems. The 
Viet Cong are still here, even though their claim to represent the people 
of South Vietnam is much reduced. Corruption and authoritarian attitudes 
are still embedded in the government and the society. Thieu-Ky will 
still have to prove to their people and the outside world that the election 
was not merely a device to legalize their regime, that the new government 

-sECREI/EXDIS""' 
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is not merely "more of the same." It will take time and care to shake 
down the new institutions. The Thieu-Ky relationship will have to be 
worked out. 

An immediate problem is to prevent Dzu from stirring up a great 
deal of bitterness. He must have a hearing, and he must not be 
allowed to make a martyr of himself. This will involve persuading 
the government to continue to take no premature legal action against 
him. It will also include an effort to convince Thieu-Ky that it is in 
their interest to continue to have a free press. Most important, it 
will at the outset require a genuine effort by them to include the leading 
civilian candidates or their representatives in the new government. (We 
will, of course, be attempting to influence all concerned in that direction.) 

If there are plenty of old and new problems, there is also reas.on 
for encouragement. The way is at least .open for the building of a broad 
political base for the new government. A real dialogue with a real 
loyal opposition in the new legislature now appears possible in the near 
future. More important, the way is more open for peace. Peace has 
been openly discussed in a free election campaign. The new government 
has the popular mandate and the prestige which only an election could 
give it; hopefully these facts will bring Hanoi nearer to abandoning its 
agression in favor of negotiations. 

SECRE-rf:EXDI§ 
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Monday, September 4, 1967 -- 11:40 a. m. 

Lunch Mee.ting With tltc Prealdent 
Tuesday. September 5, 1967 - 1:00 pm 

AGENDA 

1. Post-Viet Nam. Election lasu.es, Problems,. Possibilities. (Sec. Rusk) 

-- international 
lnside South Viet Nam: prlorlties, :lncludlng Locke. vlslt. 
afeek-type oller to the National Llberatlon Front. 

Bombing Pollcv;. (Sec. Rusk and Sec. McNamara) 

backlog 0£ authorized targets due to bad weather 
review of the remaining SO 

3. The State o! the Kissinger Exercl se. _(Sec. Ruak) 

ABM's. (Sec:. Ru.sk and Sec. McNamara) 

Reply to attached cable from Amb. Thomppon and next steps in 
Washington. 

5. Handllng of Election Observers 1n Washington. (The President) 

6. Other. 
DECLASSIFIED 

.. 0 . 12356. ec. 3.4(, ) 
White Ho ~ r;u x_!"''.:fa1~, i';:J. "-:. , 

Bv~ , NAIL· . JJ 1 , -.- f'-,,-3 ----.f/ 

W. W. Rostow
WWRostow:rln 
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i_:/ ~ ACTION, AMEMllASSY !«>SCOW IMMEI)itA'.CE (1. r.·L•....t•. .."~:~'; ·· · . -; : :,;::\ · 

! ., . - _-,....--. --t . NODIS 
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~; ;: ; . '." '•: : ~;; . 
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IED 
- .;.=. . EYES ONLY FOR mi A'MP..ASSADOR E. c. 3.6 · .7 ..~ . _,-_ _. 

' : J, 

STATE 3o/'1~ N .',/ '..) 
. ·. · ,· ~..,... 

r i ~ ch . · .,·· 
.: >~.: -.~ :~SUBJ'EC'l": US-Savi.et Strategic Arms ,control Talks .. . :--. ·,, - . 

. :• ,, 
• ' . · .1 

····· •:!.1. ·consideration b~ing given to ~miouncemenr in a few weeks of US decision 
. ..· ~- .~:J 

, pt='oceed with "thin" ABM d~ploy~~~t~_.,-pr~vtdl.na continental covarage against ' ~-.. :....,~-
i , C • • •Ic;hinese strategic missile at~k1 }:(1Upled ..rith more intCr.sive defense of 

1°?•1INUTEMAN ICBM force. -~-'-- ···-, · 
I • 

iI2. We wish make early further effort to ePSase Russians in talks, hoping 

· to have agreement on initi~t~on of such talks prior to our announcement of 

'thin ABM depioyment decision~ (We plan1 at the least, to notify Soviet 

Government immediately prior to such -:mnounce!frlenc, at same time reaffirming 

our strong continuing interest in US-Soviet sfrateg1c arms control talk~.) 

I 
1 l. Thet-e have been tenuous indications fro• ~nofficial Soviet contacts chat 

queetion of holdi?;'talks may be un~er reconsideration following Glassboro. 

Some Soviet contacts, principally Vorontsov, ha~~ suggested that more concrete 
... 

proposal by US wou~d facilitate decision ti. Moscow. Host recently,' ·as ...noted 

in ,Geneva 640 (repeated aeptel to .Moscow), Shustov recommended posing such ',~~ 

talks in context· ·dialogue on preventina aurprise attack, and responded 
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of telegram to,....__AME·_MBA_S_S_;;Y_• .;;.;;.._ .!--------··;,--;·::~-:- - -;\f "!-i-~-.:.<_- -:: ------- ·___ ____ .M>~SC.;;.CM,;;,;. :...- .-:- ~- f;,~-~~- -;-_:~ / " ... .·,r-~i=l

·• ,·... 

SL M~'f • NODIS . : .. :-..<. .. .. ,:.. ·!·-~ _!

----C_lassi/lc~tl~-; --···- - ..,· -·,·· - -_,;~· 

r ··· 
. . ,. · ·. 

:_ - __t aff.1.~tively to suggc·stion th11t lc!f-.- fr~--~ecretory ftoN&mnrn to M:1rnhnl GrP.chlm ·3· _ .. 

f'\isht be useful., (This latter suggestion .-stems fror,r, ear.lier it1.formni .cot1.'-·crt1ntion 

r~.ported in Geneva 2993 of Mi:irch 24.) . .... --·~ 

, · :·~/(: 
4., Wa would appreciate your ·views on best manner ·f.n which_tn proceed. Do you believe >'.~ 

.. ..-- .. :-·:·.-,: ·?il>f:tJ 
I· it would be fruitful approach Soviet: Government at this time ··on basis . reiteration· :~4.:t...-_';..•:::-/ ._ . --~. :-:\S~'_:~·-.;3;
I your dcmarche of March 23, either with or without indication of likely US limited ·· ·· --~~ · 

ABM deployment decision? Would chances of f~vorable Soviet reply be. materially_ 

increased by additional indication our readiness make niore concrete proposal at 

ti.tlie such talks commenced? (At such time, we could note there.vould not appear 

to be any purpose in our attempting tn3ke more concrete proposal in absence of 

I ei~ar indication of Soviet intent proceed with discusgion.) While we assume 

i N,r~hal Grechko would not be proper or best channel for discussion this matter,
i 

would you see vJlue in attempting to advance consideration of this . question through 

mi.i.itary ch~nnelsr If: agreement had been reached sche.dule talks, wou_ld be de~irable 

make public disclosure that fact at time of;public an110uncement thin ABM deployment......_________ 
d~cision in order reinforce US dedication to seekins •eaningful curbs on strategic

- . 
arms r~ce. What would Soviet reaction be, and how best could it be dealt with, if 

we had ~gain proposed talks and (a) t~ey had agreed to schedule ·such talks, or (b) 

:hey had ~ot yet ~esponded, ·at the time of__ our announcement of deployment decision? 
i . .. _· . . . . 

-·"":·.. -·---~ -
Finally, we would appreciate your general obaeJ.Vatio119 on best way ~o gear our 

-- ~-- . _.; . _·:~ . .. --;·: ··i '• 

con~inuing·':i.nte-rest in strateg!c arms '. cont~l ·talks w:lth. announc~nt of ._limited r.~ 

·.. .. 
deployment ~ecision. .... ... .. 

5. Your views and comments desired soonest. 
..._ _ GP-l 

;claui/ica i-::.. -· .. 
~ ;~~-:t~:~ ··- ·--- ·_____·:_;·._._·· --~---·;-~, ._.._.-···--------··_'_. ._ 
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. DE RUEHCR . 896FO 245101 ~ 
. ZNY SSSSS 

0 0210002 SEP 67 
·FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
:TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5857 

. :. . . STATE GRNC. · 
BT 

' . ~ E C R !1: t MQSCOW 89 6 

· lNODIS i 
REF': STATE 30165 j 

,;tSUBJECT:: STRATEGIC ARMS CONTROL TALKS -- . :~ 
··-] 

;· 1. IMPLI'CATION Or REFTEL IS THAT DEC IS ION ANNOUNCE LIGHT DEPLOY- ··{ 
MENT ALREADY MADE OR AT LEAST WILL PROBABLY BE MADE EVEN J 

:· IF SOVIETS AGREE SCHEDULE TALKS • Ir TH IS I S THE CASE I ST RO ~G LY ,.:•\ 
· ; ~BELIEVE WE SHOULD NOT MAKE FURTHER APPROACH to SOVIETS UNLESS .:'.-; 

:wE CAN TELL THEM . FRANKLY THAT ANNOUNCEMENT WILL BE MADE. ~-,~ 
:. OTHERWISE THEY WILL HAVE GOOD CASE FOR CHARGING BAD FAITH A7'JD . · ·} 

:_. ;CANCELLING TALKS WITH GREAT DAMAGE TO OUR POSITION SEF'ORE WORLD · '-1 
· . :_OPINION •. IF NOT POSSIBLE TELL THEM OU ,~ INTENTIONS NOW, BELIEVE .;)

:wE SHOULD PROCEED PROMPTLY WITH ~NNOL~CiMENT AT SAME TIME EX- l 
. iPRESSING OUR DESIRE PROCEED WITH STRATEGIC ARMS CONTROL 1 
. {TALKS. WHILE OUR ANNOUNCEMENT WOULD MAKE MORE DIFFICULT sov1tr -~ 

·.~·. 
. . ~ 

' r .
:~i 2 ~Uli:HCR 896FD S E G R • ==i ' 
AGH£EMENT TO TALKS WE COULD STRES.S THAT THEY ARE ALREADY CARRY HlG ·\..·i 

· .. ;our DEPLPYMENT. 
. 

2. IF WE CAN GIVE FIRM INDICATION OUR INTENTION MAKE ANNOU~CE­ .., 
;MENT I BELIEVE WOULD BE USEFUL FOR ME Ta TAKE UP THE MATTER 
~INFORM~LLY WITH BOTH GROMYKO AND 003RYNIN, PARTICULARLY IF I 
:COULD TELL THEM THAT IF THEY SCHEJULE TALKS WE WILL BE PREPARED 
.PHESENT MORE CONCR~TE PROPOSAL. 

3. MY OWN VIEW IS THAT WE SHOULD-GO ~URTHER AND PUT FORWARD 
'. PORPOSAL NOW. WE KNOW SOVIET MILITARY OPPOSED AND IN ABSENCE 
:OF SPECIFIC PROPOSAL THEY CAi'J CO~Jl;LJRE UP Al.;L KI~DS OF PITFALLS IN -

. ~ARGUING AGAINST TALKS AS WELL AS ARGUMENT THAT US NOT SINCE~~ 
tAND MERELY wisH~S OBTAIN !~FORMATION ON SOVIET CAPABILITIES AND 

8&21. 
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~PLANS. CBOBRYNI N INDICATED TO ME CIVILIANS FOUND ·11 DIFFICULT-----~ 
TO COUNTER MILITARY ARGU'ME:-.JTS ·o:J THIS HIGHLY TECHNICAL SUBJEC.T .) \t\ 
ALSO IN EVENT SOVIETS CONT !:'JUE FAIL TO OPEN TALKS WE WILL BE .·. : !: 

,IN MUCH STRONGER POSITION WHEN 6uR DECISION DEPLOY ANNOUNCED . ~\ • 
IF WE HAD PUT FORWARD SERIOUS PROPOSAL. I BELIEVE IF SPECIFlt ~ ~ 
fROPOSAL M~DE ~OVIETS WILL ~N FA~T AT LEAST AGREE TO DISCUSS: ~T•il 
. . ' . . . . . ·-~ 
:,4. SINCE SOVIET MILITARY POSITION CLEAR, BELIEVE ATTEMPT TO ·_:·J 

! · t · ·· . ... · . • . · . . · .. · .l . .· · , -~ 
. , : ' . . ..! • 

p~g J RLJiMGR 8PG5:D Sat c-R-&-T ·:·:·.~ 

~~~~~g~ le~~S IDERA TION THROUGH MILITARY ::H t,NNELS La ELY BE COUN!E_~.~~ 

1 

S. RE LAST QUESTION REFTEL ~ FROM SOVIET PJI~T OF ~IEW PUBLIC ~ .~·l 
EMPHASIS THAT DEPLOYMENT NE~ESSITATED BY tHICOM DEVELOPMENTS . ~ Ji 
HAS BOTH PROS AND . CONS. FROM OURS I .~i1 INCLINED TO VIEW WE .. :_.... i . 

'. SHOULD AVOID TAKING ANY 6FFICIAL POSITION ON TH.IS AS UNCERTAINTY·: \·IJ 
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....GOMFIDEti'IIAL" 

Monday., September 4, 1967 
11:35 a.m. 

M·r. President: 

This de.fenslve move by the Viet Cong wlth 
respect to their politlcal program suggests they 
fe,el Saigon is gaining the political inltlatlve. 

w. W • .Rostow 

Saigon 4809 

WWRostow:rln 

DE,J,AS:-:-I' ·J.7:D 
F.O. 12356, &c 3,<~1; 

White Hon:;e G-cid-:}1.n":-, ,-c; ,_ ~"' · ;-:·:,:~ 

Bv~, NAllA, . a e ?-~-f 1 



. .. :;:EiiSf:ff'lt,EN'fh\k= September 4, 1967 . 

Text of· Cable from Saigon 4809 

TO THE PRESIDENT FROM AMBASSADOR BUNKE~ DECI.ASSIFDID .. · 
l!.O. 12356~ Sec.··3.4 ·· : -_ . ! 

SUBJECT: New Viet Cong Program NlJ .c:,.p.:...3t,s 
By kW 'NARA, Date J.l-/S~ 't 

In a surprise move which in timing and substance appears to 
be a defensive reaction to the South Vietnamese elections, the. 
National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam issued on 

. 

September 1 a completely refurbished political program. 

Although the old National Front for the Liberation of South 
Vietnam program of December 20, 1960, has long been, outtnoded 
and overtaken by events of the past seven years, there was no prior 
indication that a revised platform would be announced at this time. 
Hanoi and the Front apparently felt compelled to revise the program 
in order to counter the political momentum the Government of South 
Vietnam is gathering in the constitutional and electoral process which 
culminates in the September 3 national elections. 

Content: The program broadly covers every aspect of policy 
in South Vietnam and militantly pledges determination to continue 
the war until "total victory." In the 1967 program the U.S. replaces 
the Diem regime of 1960 as the chief villaine The portion deyoted to 
internal South Vietnam policies is much expi:inded; foreign policy and 
questions of reunification remain essentially unchanged. 

The statement (as carried by Hanoi's Vietn~m News Agency, 
September 2,) stresses that the main purpose of the revised program 
is to "further broaden the bloc of great national unity. " The Government 
of Vietnam constitution and elections are condemned as tricks of the 
U.S. The Front is proclaimed as the sole genuine representative of _ 

. the heroic South Vietnam people, holding four-fifths of South Vietnamese 
territory and two-thirds of the population. Principal tasks of the 
National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam are now listed as: 

a. unite the people, 
b. defeat the U.S. 
c. overthrow the Government of Vietnam~ 
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d. establish a democratic, neutral, peaceful Vietnam, 
....- e. proceed toward reunification. 

These steps reflect a modification of the old program wherein 
overthrow of Diem was the first aim in 1960 followed by creation of 
a broad government and implementation of general policy goals. 
Unification of all groups was expressed in 1960 as a general endeavor 
rather than a specific (and by implication unfulfilled) objective as in 
the present statement. The present program appeals for a "great. . 

national union;" it sweepingly invites all groups and individuals to 
join the Front, and vows that the Front will fight on until the U.S. and 
satellites withdraw their troops and allow the South Vietnamese people 
to solve their problems alone. 

Specific internal policies focus on reaction to Government of 
Vietnam developments. The political platfQrm flatly pledges: 

a. not to recognize the Government of Vietnam National 
Assembly, 

b. to abolish the Government of Vietnam constitution and 
laws, 

c. to hold free elections for a new assembly which will 
draft a constitution, and 

d. to create a "National Union'' government. All civil 
liberties (freedom of press, speech, etc.) are promised the 
people. 

Economic and social policies are somewhat expanded over the 1960 
model without substantive difference. Less emphasis is placed on 
reducing land rent and more placed on confiscation and reallocation 
of property. 

Military policy is based on the familiar three -prsmged doctrine 
(po_~itical, military, proselytism) using main forces, regional troops 
and guerrillas in combined tactics for these purposes. 

Policy towards minorities remains founded on elimination of 
discrimination, and the establishment of autonomous zones. 

CONF-IDEHTL'\I:._ 
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A new social plank pledges to respect freedom of religion and to 
seek equality among creeds. This appears to be a clear gesture toward 
the Buddhists. 

A completely new addition is a prisoner of war policy and a Front 
"Chieu Hoi" appeal to the Government of Vietnam and U.S. troops to 
desert to the National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam 
which will pardon crimes and provide equal jobs and rewards to 
ralliers. • 

The Front states it will treat U.S. and satellite ralliers kindly and 
return them to their families "when conditions permit." Captured U.S. 
and satellite troops "will be treated as captured puppet troops." 

On foreign policy the program reaffirms the 1960 tenets of 
neutrality, peaceful coexistence, respect for other countries, refusal 
of military alliances, etc. The reunification plank is _practically 
unchanged with slightly more emphasis placed on step-by-step process. 

The· program ends with the same contradiction as in 1960 by 
stating the Front "actively supports" national liberation movements 
(including an addition, the "just struggle of black people in. the U.S•••• ti) 
·on one hand while blithely pledging to safeguard world peace on the other. 

Comment: More sophisticated and broader in appeal than .in 1960, 
the new program appears to be an attempt to refurbish the Front's 
tarnished image in the eyes of the South Vietnamese people and the 
world. Timed on the eve of the September 3 national elections and 
specifically pledging to eliminate the political accomplishments of the 
Government of Vietnam over the past year, it also appears aimed at 
retrieving the political initiative and discrediting the constitutionality 
of the new government in Saigon. 

The great stress on the need for further broadening of the Front 
may reflect concern within the Viet Cong that it is losing political 

-- momentum. It is also an admission that the Front has not yet been 
~ succ.essful in uniting all groups opposing or passive to the Govermnent 

of Vietnam, and may reflect Viet Cong intentions to woo losers in the_ 
elections. Ironically, the new· Front program borrows several elements · 
from the Government of Vietnam, notably the process .of constitutional 
evolution and national reconciliation, both of which the 1960 pr~gram 
incorporates much more explicitly the substance of Hanoi• s four points 
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of 1965 as regards settlement of the war, especially the key third ... point on the status of the National Front for the Liberation of South-

. 
i 

! 

Vietnam as the sole genuine representativ~ of the people of South . 
Vietnam. As in the 1960 platform, there is no hint in the current statement that 
the war might be settled through negotiations or accommodation by the 
Front. 

Although the present program is intro~uced with grandiose claims 
of sweeping achievements in the years since 1960, it does not detail 
accomplishments in terms of specific policies projected in the old 
program. It simply alleges that the broad achievements of the National 
Front for the Liberation of South Vie~am have proved that the line and 
policy area correct and assures its followers that they are in a 
victorious initiative. It seems likely, however; that this inspirational 
language will not disguise from its people that the Froitt is in fact 
holding out only the prospect of more desperate struggle and a dusted 
off, repolished version of the same goals for the future as were 
promised seven long years ago. 

· CObli=!J;.l&;NTb\1:.. 
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Monday, September 4, 1967 -- 10:50 a. m. 

Mr. Presldent: 

Your guidance ls required in response to this query from Lodge. In 
effect, he a sks if he should report in to you or go directly home to Beverly 
froxn Andrews. 

Our cl1olces are: 

Have. no one ln, and leave things where they stand. 

Have Lodge in to report the experiences and attitudes of 
the group and its members• 

.. - Have them all ln, including Lodge. 

In the l atter· case. you. may wish to send a message via Lodge to the 
group in HawaU, along the lollowlng lines : 

uon behalf of the American people, 1 thank you all for performing 
a .notable and arduous public servlce 1n going to Viet Nam and obs erving 
their ·presidential election. 

"You went as individuals and you -will, of course, make known 
your reactions and judgm.ento, as some of you have already done. I 
would, however_ ·be greatly interested to hear directly from you an 

? account of your experiences and refiections. I w.o'.(Ut;f;- tb.ereforo, be 
grateful lf you <:ould join me at the White House onSe:pfd 6 (for (a. meeting, 
reception, lunch, or dinner), directly aft.er your arrival in Washington 
from I-Ionolulp. 0 

We now exp·ect the Lodge party to arrive at Andrews at approximately 
9:00 a. m. , Wechlesday morning, Sept. 6. 

W. W. R.ostow 

me."RMJNED TO BE AN ADMfN~·TR~;:r~
WWRostow:rln MARKING. C.AHCEl.LEO P~R E.-~,. '.~: /: '?.-. 

SEC. 1.3 A~JO ARCHIVISTS :A~Mt, ~f 
MAR. 18. 1983. 

BY /4,J ON 9 -/.3_7/ 



EYES.ONLY. 

... . ' DLA353 
00 YEK.ADS 
DE YE KADL 761 24 70555 
0 04 05 5 3 Z Z Y ff 
FM CIA 
TO THE WHITE HOUSE 
ZEM 

· S E 6 R E +- EYES ONLY 04 05 14 Z VIA CAS CHANHi\.S 

FM AMB LODGE SAIGON 084 

NO NIG I-IT ACTION 

TO THE WHITE HOUSE, EYES ONLY FOR WALT ROSTOW. 

UNLESS I HEAR FROt-1 YOU TO THE CCNTRARY I PLAN TO GO DIRECTLY 
FROM ANDREWS TO 3:C:VERL Y. I WILL TELEPHONE YOU IMMEDIATELY 
UPON ARRIVAL. 
100 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Schedule for Observers 
(All times EDT) 

Arrive Guam 11:10 AM Sep 4 
Dept Guam 12:10 AM Sep 4 

Arrive Hickham 7:30 PM Sep 4 
Dept Hickham HU45 PM Sep 5 

Arrive Travis (Calif) -': 25 AM Sep 6 
Dept Travis 4:2S AM Sep 6 

Arrive Andrews 9: 00 AM_Sep 6 

Any changes to this tentative schedule will 
be communicated to us as the plane progresses. 
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vigw 'THAT .HANOf cO~LD -B~ PE~SUAOE!O TC WI f~IDRA'i{~- i·rs :f?E3:J~AR r, :1 

NVA DIV; SI ON~ FIROM SVN • . · • \ . n( ,- .•.·. . · ·'f :·\! 
~c_ I~ .LENGTI-IV :DI·~~uss _ION i~,s S\.!RJ~C:T ME~~MAN .;SAIO~~..t~~~~R ... f J 
MADE REFERENCE ·re PRIOR REQUXREMEN! Cl, U~So ·FC~CE ;WITHD~AWALS t 

i="~oM ·svt'1~- HE ALSO-NEVER DEN,ED NVA E,OR(tf::s wt?.c IN ·SYN "'~~ · l,:_·. · -j 
TAOUGH ON THE QTf,fER HAND HC NEVE"R ST~:-rEo !WAT _n·,t·T' VE:~E ·'.fUERE~ f. 
!N R~P!..i' ·ro MI~SMAN 1 5 ?UESTtgN AS 70 ~iHE'~;~ER ~v~ -J~OULD .~'jy~:cr~AW J 
1:;.s ~EGULAP. DIV!SZONS, DCM ~AID QUOTE FO~ OUR .FART!,, _ fff cA'&E T 
CONF"IDENT "THA": -- THE t• .MIU...~~'R-:--fEOP:."£.:: Of SOUTH .~.V?ETN~~., : .)ii'JfO STANO ; 
wi n-1 'THE N~7 i o~~AL LI BER,1:#'ioM ..f. RQ~n.,, w~ L~ 8E ~~t.f ~:.toia~.-tH:, ·-,:~i>.·>1.,';._,-}: . 

:,_ S~RUG~L~ 'T~, .A ~u,c~SSF~(~~o~~;LUSiON w:nwsr ·O_l~_~c~,: :"~I~:l~~~Y.J l~L~ f 
Fr1/JM NO~TH VlE l NAM ·UNl'l~D ) ~~ : ·. I ' ,: .:- ,. ;:_:;: >'('..~.' ,·:L' ·;s~, ; ' .': . ~ - . 
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57 IN DISCUSSI;NG THE .-~OSS!i;il...E CESSATiON o~· Uc_$; BOM81N,:f· DCM ·,· r 
. . . ~ ~~ ' 

· 1· . I· ·. . . A . .. . . . ~-

12 "?.,. i?. ~~ ·~/~ J ! R zg:\ s E .c R r: • ·,'.'. .. r ,:.l 
' SA!D T...IAT TALJ<'s cOl)LD ·f"OL.LOW iMMEOIATELf T.HERE~f-i£Ro :' H:~SMAi~ . ,;; .); . 

· : AS ►ie:o I'F' 'THIS-ccfuLD \TAKE P~icE BEFORE u~s~· F'ORCEe ', , ; f ' ~;: ... . ~- t 
we RE wnHoRAl~ N AN o,.,0c" 7 "1o vEs ~ " , •'. ·\ C . .. t 
6 ~ H::... s:1,;:N EXPRESSED ·THE .vt EW TO DCM ·rn A.f. HE wouL'o TH i.NK ~-
HANO I -~~Q NLF \iO:.JLD NOf :SEE .'LOi~G ·rs-~M :\DV;r.JTAGf.:'.S OW T~E r 
~ rLr i' ~Rx, ~,~]/>E~, AN~ ·. i' HA. 7 Pu Rs uI ~ a~ ~ ;,j Li ..~ i c,.L so~ tH rcN~ ·.iNcLuo• /, 
t~G NCGOTifflp~SJ ~OULO ·orF~R ADVANTA~ES roR JHEMo WHf, f 
Tf;.1ER£F'ORS .. '~ D0 tHs:·r NOT PUQSui! ..,H!S ·r.ouR~:ET DC:M REPL 'IED .· . ;'. 
H~ pj_o r-i'or-t:~~'L(vi T.HE__ cp~f:>ETENc:Y ro ~Esiot~1~ .To ·i:Mrs ~uEsi'roN ~MO ; ;... . \ 
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THAT ~HE NOR~H V!ETNAMESE S~OULD NOT CONC~UDE FQOM SUCh OJF~ . ~ 
Ft:RENcEs THA,. rHe:RE ·wAs ANY CHANGE 1N u~ s ;1 orre:~M ifjAr .1oN .) ·we ,_ \ 
AeoEo THA i · r NCR~As rNa 'U~-s :) - cASUALi rEs t1rat zN·.FA er .sr 1FF£» lNG u ~:..s., 
~E? I sr ;.r~cE J, As WA s lh s ~ _BO Med NG OF' ~JVN ON THE I.R s1bE ~ < H.iZ.:s•i•L~i--J · ,_;. ·{-

- . NOT TO BE REPRODUCED ,_ ( 
. . - . . ?- .... . '•_.·,. . ' •1"'.:.. ... .., , .... : : • . ...: '.\ .' ; ~·, 
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3_\ I ::~. • R_: AGE -e3 _ 'sA_r, GoN 04!~ 3 __1 ,:i:~:;·~~~- • •;. .'tf~.:::; :;{i{;ti:liI:_·.::.;:~_til,'".~'.:1;:_'.i.:i.~ 
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THEN S1dD THAT T;,i,E .LOGICAL. STEP FROM ao~rt; :.S?:DES/ WAS TO ·. BEG!N ,.'.''1·:/\-/ '•:.}-?~ 
Nf:GOTI.~7I0i\JS .. ,,:_; HE 'CONCLUDED 'THIS ... POINf° .av ·sri~~~G 7HAT -iN 'rHE ·:0;s.~·... .-::,~-~ 
tHE ~jwKS AND ~ove~ ~R~ 'POLiRlZE~ AND T~~i t~E IMPORtANf 6~eAtE ~~i ~ 

p\:: ~ .NUI•~·; 1 .~' t. 3; -~ i C q. F ; ~ (: ,~ ,. · . ~- ..., . . . >: •< .<:>:~ ::.j'~;·r~!::\}: 
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August 30, 1967 

MEMORANDUM TO: EUR - Mr~ Leddy . 

FROM: H .- William B. Maco~~. 

This morning Senator John Sherman Cooper called 
rne to say he had been invited to have lunch 
today -with the Charge' d'Affaires of the Soviet · 
Embassy. He indicated that the purpose of h~s 

· call was to ·· notify me of his prospective luncheon, 
and said that he would make available to the 

_· Department .. a re~ort on what · was said. 
,, -

. Immediately .".following the lWlcheon·, Sen~tor . 
Cooper dictated, and transmitted to me, the 

· attached•.··.;; ·.. _. ·. · - ' ~ . -· -· 

. ·_·.:~-~:!~ . 

.••i/: .:·. :: :·; :·_._·.-.;::i•. __ .:,..; - ...
' i . ,· :DEQ.ASSIFIED1 .:.' . i: ' '. ~··: ,_. ·•- . • . . I· . ·.. : 

. .. E.O. -12356, Sec. 3.4 . . . .. ·.· ' .•· .. .'', .. 
.- . .·.-~•.. .. .. ·: ·; .'_- ._· ~- . . ~.:, . .. . -~NJJ · ' ' .3 s . ·, . 

By t:91 ·· ,N~ Date /.;i-is-'i«(• • f , . •_ • • •~,. • ••: . • - •~ .: • • ; ., • . f •~•. T • 

' · '> ' ....-- :( 

..' . . , . . ·' ~ ..~ ' . ; . . ·• -

: .•·. : . •: r .' ~ ~; • ~ " ~ •_,.j, • • ' • . • 

cc: Office of Security 
, .. • •' : .: 'I ; •,. I II .•A~tention: Mr. · Muhonen .-

., . ·. . ' r • .. . . -.. . \ .·. .. .: . . 

• • • .: : • • •• • · I ~ \ • • • 

. ; ... 
H:WBMacomber,.' Jr:ja.c:r_fs~ .:, ·· ,• <-·: · 

' .' . ,.. ...' 

.• • • I •. 

- ·- .:. - _- ., t ·' 

._:...yona1/B1m1s 

·, .-.-------- ______________________,_,._______. -.-l '. ,__ . 

. . .:i\ ,- . 
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, / I • · I/ L /);/•I· \__ ,., ...~. /;i/'·/t. 7 

. Tor· - ·/ August 30, 19G·r, I -tolkcd vit ·- -r(..J._'(; I? i}f1ti /L(1 rl✓ t . ~~ ' 
Chnrge d 'Affairc& vf the RuGoion Ernbocr;y nt the Thluu~.rny. On Fridoy , Augu3t _,---.,.. 
25th, be lmd called rny office and twked me to hove lunch with him. I hod 
•met him briefly at my house in Washington, where he hou come with lfr. Theodore 
-Weintal, but I_did not to.lk to him on that day about ony _poli:tical matters. I 

, vos at the Russian .Embai:rny from l:OO o'clock to 2:15 IM. 

· . .. HE;? _opened. the conversation by oaying thot he hod recently returned 
from Moscow, ;where he hod gone on lcove for approximately 30 doys. He said it 
·hod not been .a vacntion, becouGe h~ hod worked ot the forcien office every day . 
end hod spent the evcningo, when not at the foreign office, talking to privote 
citiz.ens, of~iciala, and "statesmen"., . that he had little time for his family, 
and had come bock to Washington quite· tired. He vent on :to say that th.e dominant 
theme in his conversationa with the above groups had, at their initiative, been 
the war in Vietnam; that the Russian people do not vant var, remembering the 

·scar·s of World War II; and now, as Russia vas shoving irnproven:ent in economic 
:field, in _edu_cation, in sc~nce, etc., war was even mor~ feared. ,., / ,L . 0 _ ,L1· _· ; . · · /' t~ ~ . tr'.( rwA4;//'f''/ 

·~ V:~! !~;~Jet~=~0 ~ 

1!ih;;~:::;:~;E~~t~:::i!i:~~~n~~:~t1~¾1e:~~;~;~~ 
·· . tbat--did not that experience indicate clearly that the United States desired 

·to make·no war against ~he ·soviet Union,.and that vas the President's position, 
he answered. in.the affirmative. But he went on to say that there is alvays 
·a possibility that a mistake or events that could cause misunderstanding could 

. create dangerous sttuations. · · . . A'"~wz..../1,,- . . 

. · ·_'. Viet~am, -~e noted, vas such. a. dangerous situati9n. He said if · 
, . · the bombing of North Vietnam vere ended that dangers between the Soviet Union . i 

and the United States would be avoided and many things would fall in place. 
I • I make it clear that he did not say, -and I did not ask him, if the Soviet Union 

.·:-·:·. · vould go to war over Vietnam. I asked·:n1m that in the case :that the United 
···.. _.-. States should cease bombing of North Vietnam, vould it lead to negotiations. 

···-· His answer was that he f.elt sure that the cessation of bombing would have led 
· · to negotiations some months ago, but that North Vietnam had hardened its 

position and he could not say. I asked him ~hen if' the submssion of the matter 
of Vietnam to the United Nations would lead.to negotiations, or would it leed 
to the reconvening <:>'! the Gen~va Conference •. Ji~ ,;aid that }le did not believe ·~ i 
10 bec1u10 th1 war vii an 1nt1rn1l matter in Vi1tnam an4 ho 4i4 not thin.~ ah { 

·:, ·_. ~v international ~tArer could solve it. . · 
. .fl -: . . tJ--1 .1.1 I 
···. .. . ·1\ I then said to him that what he ws proposing was that the United ·· I' 

·;• ·\· ~}\ 1] States cease bombing and '\li.thout any assurance that North Vietnam 'W'Ould negotiate, 
I .' · · , ·1 or that the United Nations or. the Security Council would assume jurisdiction 

.\ and try to settle the war. I said also that we were supplying the South Victri:ese 
and I assume the Soviet Union vould continue to· supply the Vietcong. _He re­
sponded by saying that the Soviet Union had not provided supplies to the Vietcong, 
except small rifleo· and machine guns; that.its supply ' of sophisticated vca:pons 

,.._. had been to, North Vietnam, a socialist ·ally to whom it ws committed and a 
; · ,. country whose terri~.<?.I"Y,.,.'\fBS..under attack by the United States. iHe. ·.said"ftar ~~l: 

t in the ··e·tent~.~tne:-tinit,ed -States ~·ceas·cd' b'c:5mbing ,..·of ·North-·Vi-etnem-·there VO".L"!_d be I';?! · 
no neceaoity· for ·· the·,,Soviet -Union to· p_rovide sup:p~ies·· to the-·North Viet.n~esc, ·~ 
and that the .supplies"'to- the_'.Vie~cong .vere .at a rnini.nnml~ -· -- He··thoug>:'.: in S..i.ch· ~. -~'i 

0. ci t1.U -'~ 5. 0ll f:i_zhtir;g -~,ould _gQ...on .in .S~.1th ..Vict~,-.:.'b:ut.,: it :'\w·ould--eveIAtt:.3lJ.y . 

,: j dry up. ~ --~- ----:~IJ!D , -. _9);i · 211=-= -- /4:t:7 
i - E O 1 .., 2 .'56 ~~- ·3;,_ .·:· · · · ~ . 1/
I • .~ ,~ .. ,, ·;/

NlJ . .·,_! '__£1/ I 

-----------.:.,.._.....::..;.~ ·-, -IS~7 L ·· . -
By..~~· 

• 



·

,,..,.,- .,.. / . ~ I J I/ ,' (' .J . JI ! I I Ii ./t.'. /It 'l/, ;./ t7 t/ Ii},)/ ti_;, ,1 fL( t:.·\' [)'-It),,-

I .oskcd him j_f(h·c believed CommuniGt Chino vould intervene in 
the war. He caid that Communist Chino had lnrgc influence ·in ?1or-Ch Victnnm, 

,A but he could not Goy whether or not it would intervene, but egnin the bombing 
created danger. He s'riid tho.t while the Soviet Un:i.on did not J.r..now exactly 
what wos going on in Comm~.int China, ito estimate was as follown: 

/ 
. 'Mao and his .nssocioteo, while ·great revolutionaries, could not 

succeed in the economic development of China; there iG o. younger group 
Chinese, mnny of whom have been educated in Russia, who nre able economists, 
and acientiats, and. who could lead in the dcvelopmont or China1 Moo end his 
associated were unwilling to ycild ~o this group _and that the strueele might 
go on for years. · 

·,• ~ 

·I 

I ·asked ·•him if. there was any opinion in Russia that China might 
attack Russia. He at first said no, but then said there was danger of trouble 
aloll6 Russia's eastern border. w"ith China. He said the Chinese would like not~ing 
better than to provoke· a war between the United Stotes and Russia, and he did 
not believe thet the United States was sufficiently aware of the possibility of 
such provocation by China. He noted that a ·Chinese submarine might sink an 
American vessel simply to provoke a war. He :further stated that he did not believe 

: •. the United .. States government 'W'as sufficiently aware of the danger ot irresponsible 
.·.. use by the Chinese of nuclear 'W'eu:pons it has developed. , 

In summary, it is· rey opinion that his chief' c·oncern about _the 
var i~ Vietnam vas that it.might in some way engage the Sovict·union 'With the 
United State~, and that it ·was the bombing that caused this danger. He vas 
v~ry open throughout our talk, but I said nothing to him that I have not·noted: 
in this statement •. Before going to the Soviet Union D:nbassy I called Assistant 
Secretary of State Macomber and told him of xey-. proposed visit and that I '\r."Ould 

report ~, .co~versat.i? :~bi~h·\7 tDS• · -· -~-~ 
... / (...... -·•·· : .·_, ·I\ -:. _:_ . . 

·• . " . . . ;:. ." .· ·:· .. •· ·• :· 
. ) 

. . . .. •·· .JSC:mk · . ,. .1.·. 

·.. -.,_-.August 30; .' 1967 . 
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To ThE. Secrel:ary 
'i'l:U:OU.Jh: S/S J,1Jl 

----- - F.t-011 Il\1R - T"nomas L. Hughes h"J 

Subject: Possilile Shifts in the Ccnrnunist Position on the Front• s Role 

. We _were struck _\•?ith__ tl').e stat0.rc~.nt.. on.. the _Front ',s grc=>..ater ,_p.exibility 
m-~de._p§:.X!--~:i-~ _Tcl;ierni~mv, Minister-Counsellor of the Soviet E,m.bassy, in his 
~~N?t~8 conversati.Ol?_--~•.rith...Mr...,.Bt.mdy.. -Tcl'fenu.illfovTsaid. that=~'his: st.Qdy -- 6" 
NLF,·-$tate:.-::2nts~-iif'~bscow had indicated to him -t.hat-·t11e .NLF had l--J8CO.T\8 !11l1Ch .p~ 
ll}ore- flexible;--notclbly ·1i1.,:-s·am~~Jahtlr'J.rY.·••intervic~.s·\1itn .Btirchett ard. wit.h .:"i) 

· .._,......1..('.\m·-1.."',-..,,,.,...._.,,".'.:\- J'o,,'A1 I1--··• ,,- ·,:;~· J•-· rvJ·~... :'1-,... --5 -"''='. E ~~1 ·..;"..'.>11·s··t ··-- ·1,,· s ·· v1.·r-,- · t11 f":)·- - ,1J~ ---- ..::1 ;::::,:;:;;.".• .'.'"' -~::-~t-..:J
~U\;_ -: t. .:.. ; l... ..... .. .f.J\...U....Vl_~Cu "-U. ~ ... l ... .. . • ,:_\•-11 . C..:;;)'""" --·'- -~•- .. \..--=-V ✓ ..~ L ; ..:..!( .' • n. J Ll .. ( .. ".. ~ 

~that ·~h~--N~~-\~,, in•·strt.t~ng·.. its ·-f i Ve poirits; ·r..:ras ·:nf10!)-gcr :tap~114_·...~.~--: .:~(tff;1S_ ----~' 
o.t... P:2!in:r tre~t~~.fl.? ..t11e ..:'.sole.~.. repr~~(?,ntatiye_- -o:c •-the ·.south.~vietnarr.ese pc..-kt.1.)le, 

..f" but-w,J.s J(·,_1.1ch more --flexible-·as-..to: its status --and as ·.to-- t11e-·nature·•of·: ·thef 
-....~~utm:-e-qove:mrne11.t··of- the South ru1d its orient.a.tion, .:1;~c-~:,,";;that~.they ·"::et ·'if~ 

r~ccpt~.V0 to ·()t}1cr _gX"O~lP._~ beiii~f'fully:~t<?.]?J:'.~~~-~xxt;:~§~~st.t-9....th-g:_gQVernri'.'?.nt~~ 
~~pig _:a ne\1tr?r:P')§~~~-· 11 

-~.:~ ~- ~, 

_ Reviewing statarents made publicly and privately by .the Front and 
Hanoi since January 1, 19.67, on the issues raised by Tcherniakov, we find 
that while--t;he_·public; ,po9_t,µre _-~~l~_ii}s._.µnql)~gaj_ ~1~-~I?:t;ivate position has 
l¥f~E:!go11~ ~ane _rev.tsion~ · . · · · · -· ·· ··-··· .. · · ·•· · ·· 

On Reoresentation 

1. .Public statements frcm the Front and Hanoi since Janua:..ry l 
pr.ovide _little .P..~-~is for concluding that the Cam1tmists have r _etreate-cl _frau 
the claim that the Front is "the sole legitimate representative of the 
South Vietnarnase people, II nor c10·~-they'··eust' '•any ···1ight on long-standing

i -
ambiguities with respect to this claim. Although the F:r:ont has consistently 
stated that it must negotiate on matters concei-ning the South it has contim,.oo 
to leave clli\biguous tha question of \•1hether other South Vietnamese _representa­
tives might also be present. Scree of the 1967 statem2nts indicate that the 
US must reC'Ognize the Front as the 1Ejle11 genuine representative of the South 
Vietna.rr.ese r:eople, but othe.,:- state-nents have either OiiU.tted this phrase_ or 
t1:5ed _it sinply ~ -th~ir -d~s~iption of _the Front. 

2. However, in a ;recent US-conducted interrogation a long-tim~ 
_VC-Cmrnurµst_~~s1rce _(i·1hose ·festil-rony on· other p::>ints · suggests -that hr~ is \·.1cll­
infou1~ed) said that the Front has c'1anged its position and that, although in . 
1965 it relieve..-=i it should be the sole representative of the South Vietna:i.112se 
people, .it is na.v "more reulistic. II Referring to an April 1967 cadre co~1fer­
ence _on current policy, he said that the cadres present'-·11 :felt. that" ·roth sides 
'\~~q"'_~?''?....to_._accep_~,.,.cx;x11pranises_j.n their publicly declared positions. 11 

..: . ' . ...___ __ ., . -'-~ • . ... .... ..... ' .• .. ' •, ,. •· ,. . ... -- ... . ... . . . . . . . .. .. ' . 

3. Adde.:1 interest is giVei."1 to this testircony by indications frcr.n 
Hanoi's private statements that Hanoi itself may be rrore flexible·on this 

. _,_.,,,. ,. ...... . .. . . . . . .. #. t-, , ..., .. _, • -•;-• · •,- , -~ - · •":'" ... :' · -.•· _, . • ,J, .. • • • •• GP.\.)il? ~l 

E~c1udoc1 fro ;•l 2-.;lt•:-;i!·~~.-t.ioDECLASSIFIED 
0.:r=.-:;:·n:;::.•aclin[~ :-.~ld.E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 amwr . EXDIS do:lassificaticnNlJ :,--_ -· 
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issue and is at leas~ -~pt~r~sted __ in_exp).oring .in..sane d~ta~l the. difference 
~i?;~•cen·its-·po·sfi:ion.anc1 that of .the US on the role of 1:he I•ront~~ On July 24, 
anitting any of the usual preliminaries about how the us would have to deal ·-• ·:· 
with the NLF on·all questions concerning South Vietnam, Pham Van Dong, 
s~aking to l1\6rac and r-".iar:coyich_,...~~id -~imply that .the. NLF would have to be 

· "presd1t11 
•when ·-south.Vietnarnese rnntters are discussro. Tne second strong 

. hint bf fle3..xibility is contained in Loan's J\u~..JU..c:;t 19 .request to AJ.gard 
tl1athe "find out" if the US is willing to acceot the Liberation Front as 

a~poiitfcal factrn:-. Tois ..c_rt.1.e;ry", ·at _t:he vcr:y le;st, sugges'-ts that Hc:moi 
l~Y..hav~ beerl-seek:lng fttt'ther elucic1ation of tl1e position, expressed to Loan 
_!?.y_.iµgard__qn __}\ugus·_l;._!;i, th_a~.:the _us_w"9uld accept _the .. NLF ..either .as. a ~~~.9f 
.the Hnnoi delegation or as _a _separate group.

.. . . . .. ·• · ... ' .. . ... ··• ... . .. . . . .. . . . ;..•. ..~ . -·- . . 

On the F\.1ture C'-,overnm3J."lt of the South and its Orientation 

1. :No statE.ment from Hanoi or the Front, public or private, has 
suggested any chan.ge in the .Ccmmunist position on a futur~ _coalition govem­

.n~nt, which in any case has always ostensibly been a very liberal one, ··· · 
·~stressing the inclusion of representatives of a broad spectru'l'l of groups, 
01.--ganizations, social ·classes, etc. ' 

2. Ha..-1ever, tt"ie "neutral•~ c:haracter of this future government .-­
also a long-standing tiieirE --·:,_ @S ·b~·give.11 much greater enl)hasis by the 
Front and Hanoi jn 1967 than was the case ·in 1966 and 19'65. 

Conclusions 

Although Tcherniakov' s c;.,.,n clairns as to the drift of Vietnamese 
Ccrrrm.urist public statema1ts are 1.-:.orne out only wit.1-i reference to the "neutral 
posture" issue (and this is a matter 9f greater e.-nphasis rather than new 
content) there is other -evidence to support his su;gestion of increased 
;:I.~~ib~lity. 'l'his evidence applies m9:;;t _convinci,ngly .to the qu.estion_of 
:t;~presentation_in negotiation~. It is possible that, if .indeed the 
Ccrim..u1ists ·are··exploring arrore flexible posture, this is the first question 

. ! to which they would turn their attention as one that in their minds should 
. i precede the question of the corcposition of a future government and t11e 

rocx:1alities for its achievement. 

• 
I 

a&tQ. 

. . --· --- ·- . --..-·· -=-- ---· ·- ,.. -
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7 :2 a . 

Mr. President: 

Herewith a proposed State Depa..rtment draft of a low-key 
statement to be made today, either by State or by George Chrlstlan. 

I a.m sure that you wlsh to wait a blt before any major prounu.nce­
ments are made by senior officials of the government. 

We might consider adding a sentence llke the !ollowlng, although 
the point has been made in m,ost dlopatches: 

"It is an important and heartening fact that of the total 
population or South Viet ·Nam. o! voting o.ge. 76·% registered to 
vote; and, of these, 83% actually voted. The results, therefore, 
reflect the views o! 1no.re than 60o/~ 0£ the voting population. -- a 
£1gure similar to that in the United States in th-e Presidential 
elections of 1960 and 1964 and better than the ten previous 
Presidential elections in the United States. u 

W. W. Rostow 

State Dept. draft approved____ 

Approved a.s modified____ 

State D'ept. should handle__ 

George Christian should .handle___ 

StatlWlall>iaoutlalpproved___ 

No 

See me 



I 

. I 
! 

. r 

DRAFT srrATEMENT 

The large turnout in the iace of a massive Viet Cong effort to 

· dis1•upt the elections is a further 1na.nifestaU.on of the courage of the . . ' 

South Vietnamese people. It also demonstrates their desire lo establish 

democratic government. 

We note the general consensus of the Amer! can and 6ther foreign 

· obsei-vers lhat the election was conducted remarkably smoothly a.net fairly 

in light of Ula wartime conditlons and Viet Cong harassment. 

'Ihe results of th.e election are not yet flnaL However, the people 

; of South Viot-Nam have expressed their choice and deserve our suppoitt~ 

They ur~ dete1•mining the)l• -own future, and an electad qovernment, 

consUtµtionally based,· ·1s a major step forward. 
I ' •. . .. . ' ' 

' , , 

, I - •:. 

' l ' .. ' 

I •':· 
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THE WHITE HOU£E 

WASHINGTON 

September 4, 1967 
Monday 6:JO am 

Mr. President: 

•· Vietnam eleotion reports are attaohed 

1. CIA summary or lates~ returns 

Thieu-Ky have Js.1i of votes tallied 
Dzu is second with 17~4% 

2. Message from Ambassador Bunker 
giving his first comments on the 
election. 

J. United Press morning story
Thieu-Ky overwhelmingly elected 
Dzu charges fraud 

Bromley Smith 

Vi\ESERVATiuN COYY 
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DLA36S • • • • • 
GO YEKADS 
DE YEKADL 763 2470945 
0 0409372 ZYH EYES_ONLY · 
TO THE WHITE HOUSE 
ZEM _.:.·. -~. _·, . 

.. -~S E C f: ii +• EYES ONLY 040345Z VIA CAS CHANNELS 

FM AMB BUNKER SAIGON 080. 

NO NIGrff ACTION 

TO THE WHITE HOUSE, EYES ONLY FOR \;JALT ROSTOW. 

' 1. I HAVE ARRANGED WITH SCAMMON TO GIVE BACKGROUNDER TO THE 
PR£SS AT NOON TODAY~ HE WILL ALSO BE GLAD TO DO A PIECE ON TV 
FOLLOWING BRIEFING WITH TELEVISION PEOPLE IF THEY WANT HIM, WHICH· 
I IHAG !NE THEY WILL. 
2. SCAMi·iON, 'HERZBERG, AND PENNIMt,N CAME TO SEE ME LATE . 
YiSTERDAY AFTER CLOSING OF POLLS AtID REPORTED Tff!Y HAD OBSERVED 
POLLING SAIGON, TAY NINH, AND SEVERAL OTHER PLACES AND EX­
PRESSED VIEW THAT POLLING EXTREMELY WELL ORGANIZED, ORDERLY, 
~ND IN THEIR WORDS "A VERY MOVING EXPERIENCE." 

. 3~ ,!N MY r•1ESSAGE YESTERDAY 7 i MENTIONED THAT WE RATHER EX-

..·PECTED A SOMEWHAT SMALLER PERCENTAGE OF VOTING TO TOTAL · REGI~-
··'TRAT ION THAN LAST YEAR. BUT TO FIND THAT 85 PERCENT OF THE REGISTERED . 
· VOTERS HAVE CAST THEIR BALLOTS IS AN ENCOUHAGIM, AND HEARTWARMING 

EXPER !ENCE. IN THE ~~E.. OF DESPF;ltl°t~_E_[F£_R._,:_~_B'(~-=JJJ; !_G, ~O DISRUPT .-
THE ELECT~ONS. l _l HlNK rr':(s A. Rl~ARKABLE tERFQll~NCEANU AiJ 

. . !XA7•iPLE OF ~AG1

E Ar-;D D~1ER"t~
1L~~Y1d"l'J-0lr't'fj(J>J\A.l ol"'THE VIET-

~;: ~: _; NAMESE PEOPLE:, DENONSTRATING THEIR INTEREST IN THE DEVELOPMENT 
> ,· · OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESS AND IN ESTABLISHMENT OF DEMOCRATIC 
..- INSTITUTIONS. IT IS THE BEST ANSWER THAT COULD BE G!VEN TO THE 

DOUBTERS AT HO~:! AND ELSEWHERE IN I Hf: WOHLD. 
4. NO~ WE t1us·T-GET ON WITH THE ESTABLISHt·~ENT OJ: A BROADLY 
BASED GOVERNMENT AND THE MANY OTHER THINGS THAT NEED TO BE 

. DONE. WE WILL BE SENDING IN OUR VIEWS SHORTLY. · 

. \ 5. PLEASE SAY TO THF.: fRESIDENT Al.SO ~ff:t I THI~ HE IS ENTJTLEJi2. 
~ ·1 •Tn TAKE GREAl sm~fACTiON-n.=l....tH1s JU f'Y"cA'1To~OF HIS rAITH AND OF 
:- \ HIS OETE~MINATION IN STAYING tHrcotJRst ~HE. . - . 
·. ~- ~EGAkDS. . 

·. 25,i?J° ... , 
'l 

· 

D ~ L, ":-1 ~D 
.3.6 ' 

E. . 
NLJ /R.>tc oo~l3i 

By cJ.rkt· , NARA a 3--,2'9~ot 
_NNNN 

SEBREt-
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. ELECTION 9/4 NX 

DA'( LD ' · ; 
BY DANIEL sour HERLA ND 

SAIGON CUPI)--CHIEF OF STATE NGUYEN VAN THIEU AND PREMIER NGUYEN 
C!'10 KY WERE OVERWHELtHNGL Y ELECTED P~ESIDENT AND VlCE PRESIDENT OF 
SOUTH VIZTNAN TODAY BY AN 83 PER CEtJT TURNOUT Of VOTERS WHO DEFIED 
rlERCE TERRORISt•l TO DEAL COMMUNIST ii~FLUENCE A STUNNING SETBACK. 

THEY IMMEDIATELY FACED A GATHERING POLITICAL STORM THAT THREAT NED 
TO BUFFET THEIR NEW GOVERNMENT BEFORE IT GETS A TOEHOLD ON 
DEMOCRACY. 

THIEU CELEBRATED VICTORY BY GOING DEEP SEA .FISHING WITH AN ARMED , . 
GUAP.:). HIS CLOSESf CIVILIA\i CHALLENGER CHARGED THE THREE-STAR 
GENZRAL ~woN BY FRAUD." 

THE ACCUSATION BY SAIGON LAWYER THUONG DINH DZU, WHO TRAILED THIE 
SY A 2~ l MARG IN BUT WAS fNE SURPRISE VOTE-GETTER OF' THE ELE er ION, 
..FOLLOWED ANNOUNCEMENT .BY FORMER PREMIER TRAN VAN HUONG, THE THIRD-PLAC 

.. ,FINISHER~ TtL~! HE AND ASSOCIATES \:!CULD FORM AN OPPOSITION GROUP ' . 
TO THE NE~ REGIME. 

THERE WERE ALSO REPORTS MILITANT BUDDHISTS WERE ABOUT TO DECLARE 
.-THEY WOULD NOT RECOGNIZE THIEU AND KY AS LEGITIMATELY ELECfED. 

THIEU AND KY, THE TWO GENERALS WHO HAVE RULED SOUTH VIETNAM SINCE 1965, :_- . 
APPARENTLY WON BY THE 45 PER CENT MARGIN THIEU }JJ\D PREDICTED. . . , 

IT WAS A BIG VICTORY FOR THE "EXP~R IMENT IN DEMOCRACY"' BACKED 
STRONGLY BY PRESIDENT JOHNSON. 

UNOFFICIAL RETURNS WITH NEARLY THREE-FOURTHS OF THE 4.9 MILLION 
VOTES COUNTED SHOWED THESE TOTALS: TH~EU 1,570,374; DZU 709,569; 
HUONG 431 1 429. 

rm: BIG LOSERS IN THE NATION' s FIRST FREE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, 
WHICH ALSO CHOSE A 60-MAN SENATE, leERE THE COMMUNIST-CONTROLLED . 
VIET · CONG WHO 'FAILED . , 
TO DETER VOTERS DESPITE THEIR BLOODIEST TERROR CAMPAIGN OF THE WAR. 

THE TURNOUT WI\S A STUNNING POLITICAL SETBACK FOR THE GUERR LLAS 
WHO KILLED, WOUNDED AND KIDNAPED MORE THAN 2,500 CIVILIANS IN A' 
FREE-WHEELING . FRIGHT WAVE TO SCARE VOTERS AWAY FROM THE POLLS. 

DURING THE HOURS THE POLLS WERE OPEN,SQUADS OF TERRORISTS 
ATTACKED EIGHT PROVINCIAL -CAPITALS AND BOMBED DOZENS OF POLLING 
~LACES, INCLUDING SEVERAL IN SAIGON, KILLING OR WOUNDING AT LEAST , 
273 VOTERS, ELECTION OFFICIALS AND POLL WATCHERS. 

IN ONE VILLAGE VOTERS WOUNDED BY A BOMB BLAST STAGGERED TO 
THEIR FEET, BOUND THEIR WOUNDS AND PAINFULLY CAST THEIR BALLOTS N 
A SHOW OF FORTITUDE THAT "AMAZED" SEN. GEORGE MUKP~Y, R-CALIF., 
ONE OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S 22 APPOINTED ELECT ION OBSERVERS. 

THE BOMB EXPLODED IN THE TUY HOA POLLING PLACE ONLY 10 MINUTES • • 
BEFORE MURPHY AND NORTH DAKOTA GOV. GUYS. WHITE WERE TO ARRIVE. 
THEIR PLANE 1',RRIVED THREE HOURS LATE. . 

"HALF OF THE. ?E:OPLE WHO WERE WOUNDED DRESSED THEIR WOUNDS AND, ,- _ 
BY GOD, THESZ. PEOPLE GOT UP AND VOTED," MURPHY 5A ID .. .. ANY PLACE WHERE · · 
YOU FIND ENTHUSIASM LIKE THAT SHULD GET THE BEST W£ CAN GIVE THEM." . 

THE 21 OTHER OBSERVERS INDICATED THEY FOUND NO EVIDENCE OF CROO.KED 
I • 

VOTING AND WERE PLEASED WITH THE ELECT ION'S CONDUCT. TJfi:Y MADE NO 
GROUP EVALUATION, HOWEVER, AND SAID THERE WOULC BE NONE 'OR PUBLIC..:. 
DISI'RIBUTION. · · .·· · · .L.:::- .:.~,,.~:·.-~ . _. , . · 

- - T-HtRt--~As t ·TT!fl~·9oueT-::.-tlfE". Tt1rrv~ Kl ;:MT-t~~ARY T1cm -WO\Jb~-"_. :~:-.· 

. . . .. . . 

; .FflESERVAncN ro;:y 



--rH~RE. 13A5.LITTLE DOU3T TH£ .. THIEU-KY- MiLITARY TIGKE°f--woin..o ·wfN- ------ ·--·-
ov::n TH::- iO CIVILIAN HOPEFULS BEC?.c.5E OF SlP.ONG MILITARY AND -· . ... 
CIVIL ~SRVICE BACKING. 

TriE ?.IGGEST SURPRISE, EVEN GREAT SR THAN THE '33 PER CENT TURNOUT, 
\•!AS Tl£ SHOWING OF DZU, THE SELF-~TYLED "PEACE•• CANDIDATE WHOSE 

~-SYMBOL WAS A WHITE DOVE. · 
!..ITTLE KNOWN IN THE COUNTRYSIDEj HE SWEPT P/\ST Huor i AND PHAM KHAC 

SUU, CH.~IP.MAN OF THE PROVISIONAL ASSEMBLY, W:HCH LAS! YEAR 
WROTE THE NATION'S C,Q NST !TUT ION. 

SUU HAD JU~PED QUICKLY TO SECOND PLACE BUT FELL TO FOURTH AS 
OUTLYING PROVINCES REPORTED IN. 

DZU, LOUDEST CAr-1PAIGN CRITIC OF THIEU, CALLED HIM "DISLOYAL" DURING , 
THE CAMPAIGN. THIEU RESPONDED BY SAYING DZU BELONGED IN A CAGE 
AND CALLED HIM A "DOG" AND A "HORSE:." 

INTERVIEWED TODAY BENEATH A BRO IL ING SUN ON THE STEPS OF THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BUILDING WHERE THE VOTES WE:RE TABULATED, DZU CHARGED 
THIEU AND KY "WON BY FRAUD." 

HE SAID, "WITHOUT FRAUD THEY COULD NEVER WIN. WITHOUT FRAUD, 
WE WOULD HAVE WON BECAUSE WE HAVE THE PEACE PROGRAr1." 

DZU SAID HE WOULD. SHOW THE NATIONAL ASSE'1BLY EVIDENCE OF 
.. NATIONWIDE FRAuo.•• POST-ELECTION COMPLAINTS ARE TO BE FILED WITH THE 
ASSEMBLY, WHICH MUST SI' ILL GIVE FINAL APPROVAL TC THE ELECT ION. T 
Q)ULD DECLAkE IT VO ID AND ORDER A NEW ONE. 

IF THIEU ANO KY ARE DECLARED WINNERS AS ZXPECTED, THEY WILL BE 
. INSTALLED. IN OFFICE SOMETIME EARLY IN OCTOBER. BOTH WILL HAVE TO 

. . GIVE U? THEIR tULITARY OFFICES. 

. ON OCT. 22 A PER rlANENT 137-MEMBE'R ASSEMBLY, OR LO\l!ER HOUSE, ~ ILL 
BE CHOSEN. THE T~tJO-HOUSE LEGISLATURE WILL EXERCISE CONTROL OVER 
THE BUDGET AND TAXES. 'BY A THREE-FOURTHS. VOTE IT CAN DECLARE A 
LACK OF CONFIDENCE IN THE ELECTED GOVERNMENT AND FORCE AN ELECI' ION 
FOR A NEW ONE. 

THIEU AS PRESIDENT WILL NAME A PRIME MINISTER TO FORM A GOVERNMENI' •. .·_'. · 
A1·1£RIC!iN OFFICIALS HAVE Q.UIETLY TRIED TO PERSUADi:: HUONG TO ACCEPT THE . 
JOB BUT AIDES SAID HE ANGRILY REFUSED TO •LEGITIMIZE• THE MILITARY 
TICKET. . . .. .. 

· CM/YtVF:'l509AED 

FtlESERVAT~~ COFY 
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-CONFIDENTIAL 

September 4, 1967 

FROM THE PRESIDENT TO AMBASSADOR LODGE IN HONOLULU 

Would you be good enough to convey this message to, the group of 

observers whose visit you have orgaubed and managed with your usual 

distinction and e!fectlvaness. 

•tQn. behalf of the American people, I thank you ~11 !or performing 

a. notable and arduous public service in going to Vlct Nam and observing 

their pret lddntial election. 

"You went as indlv1duale and you will, of course, m.ako known your 

reactions and judgments, as some of you have already done. I would, 

however, be greatly interested to hear directly from you an account of your 

experiences and refiectione. 

"I would, therefore. be gratefu.1 lf those of you who find it possible 

and convenient could join me at the White House on September 6 at 11: 00 a. m. 

After an lnformal exchange 0£ vle~vs. you undoubtedly would wish to xneet 

the preos. After the noon Ca.blnet meeting, I would be pleased i£ you would 

all rejoin me for a lunch which I .had already .scheduled wlth another group 

of dletingulehed Americans. 

"Let me underllne that I will fully understand 1£ tbe press of your 

responalbllltiea requires you to forego this Invitation. 0 

... 
1e, ,~Inr-:) ·l> ::11: "'~ ~nt··~,,s,.rnA~'~ 

f'IVf-~t'.iN~. C NCEt.ll:O Pert E.Q. ~m 
$'Ge~ 1.:5 Aw b ARti i~-;.H"S tJirl.,O Gr 
f.i.A>~. j .) >.'J.1i3. 

C ,~ _l .~ .-,,.~...~ ....,,.,.""' C~!,~7G:, :it • CONFIDEN TIAI -, 

R o to : rln 
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Sunday, ~eptembor • 1967 
6100 I~. M. 

Attacho.d ls a Ct.A graph baaed oa 51610-0IJ vote~ t:rom 
1(). ·v1etaamJo 50 etoctoi:al d.iistt''ict.,. 

Thi•u/Ky lO~ 

Suu/Dan 191; 

Dsu./Chteu ,,.Huons/Ti-u.you. 

C11U.at./Chan. 61; 

1"ty/Db1h 6S, 

There are ao flg;u.i-~s .,_:t avatl.abltf o-~ the Soiwttt r•ee. 

r am ·c~npU1n:s .a. sep.:irrnte report ecv~ring t ·y;,lcal cqmri~-ent.e 
.from ob»~ver4'. Amttt'lca.., and to1.'tJ1tn" 

WJJ :sln 



Sunday, September 3, 1967, 
3:15 P. M. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Vietnam Election (Report No. 5) 

The situation at 3·:00 P. M. is: 

Latest unofficial returns ·give Thieu 33.5, 9 38 votes. Huong 
and his runningmate have about 185, 000. 

UPI is saying flatly that Thieu twas elected President of 
South Vietnamtt. Most press reports a.r·e noting that the '1».g losers" 
in the election were the Viet Cong who tried to disrupt the election 
with terror campain. _of major propol'tiol1s. 

A source high in the Vietnamese- gc-,vernment bas given the 
following personal estimate of the outcome: 

Thieu will carry II, Ill and IV Corps. Huong will carry 
Saigon. Two provinces in I Corps will go to Ha Thouck; 
the other I Corps will go to Suu. 

I am sending separately tho Embassy estimate of observer 
reactions as they know them. 

William J. Jorden 

WJJ :sln 



Sunday, September 3, 1967, 1:45 P. M. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Vietnam Election (Report No. 4) 

The situation at 1:00 P. M. is: 

Thieu is maintaining a strong lead. Unofficial totals gave him 
240, 000. Huong has about 150, 000. The others remain far behind. 

We estimate there are 7, 650, 000 Vietnamese eligible to vote. 
With the 4, 800, 000 turnout, that is almost 63% of the ·eligibles. This ' 
result is better than in ten of the past twelve Presidential elections 
in the United States where compa1·able statistics a.re .available. 
It was topped only in 1960 and 1964. 

The press quotes our observers as saying that the elections were 
"more free than fraudulent." 18 of the 22 have said the election 
machinery was well organized. 

William J. Jorden 

WWJ:amc 



Sunday, September 3, 1967, 12:50 P. M. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Vietnam. Election (Report No. 3) 

The situation at 12:00 Noon is: 

The final voter turnout is even better than ear.lier reports 
indicated. 4, 868, .266 Vietnamese -cast their ballots·. That is 83o/e 
of the re·gistered voters. (the turnout last September was 80. 8%) 

One major difference is the city vote--Salgon 76%, up from 660/o; 
Gia Dinh 79o/o. up from 73%; .Dalat 81%, up from 73'7o. 

The totals with 83o/o of the registered voting and roughly 70% 
of those eligible having registered, the overall result compares 
favorably with moat American elections in the last 30 years, and 
even with our best year, 1960, when 63. 5% of those eligible voted. 

Thieu and Ky have a. sbeable lead. at thie point with 182, ooo·­
votes (unofficial). 

Huong is sec.ond with about 150,000. However, Huong is leading 
in Saigon with 126,000 to Thieu's ll5, 000. The other civilians 
are running well behind. 

You will enjoy a comment made by Senator Murphy who nearly 
ran into a. Viet Cong booby trap at ~uy Hoa. 

The Viet Cong set off an explosion which killed two Vietnamese 
.and.wounded 30. Aftei- vislting the site Murphy said: 

"Half of the people who were wounded pressed their wounds 
and, by God, these people got up and voted. Any place where 
you find enthusiasm like that should get the beat we can give 
them. 0 

William J. Jorden 

WJJ:amc 



Sunday, September 3, 1967, 11:30 A. M. 

MEMORANDUM JfOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Vietnam Election (Report No. a) 

The situation at ll:00 A. M. is: 

Late reports confirm the high turnout--roughly 80%. The 
surprise was the big turnout in Saigo11--76%, of registered votors 
compared with 60% in the Assembly election last September. 

Saigon report shows Huong running well ahead with almost 
ZO, 000 bates thus fa.r. Mr. D~u, Saigon lawye1· who ran a 
vigorous campaign against the Government, ls second with 12, 400. 
Thieu and .Ky a.re slightly behind with J2, 300. 

Reports from the rest of the country still fragmentary. 

Viet Cong te1:ror was particularly high in I Corps. Four 
hamlets in one province were overrun by Viet Cong early ln the 
morning. Vietnamese tro~ps reacted quickly and liberated the 
hamlett!J. Voting went ahead normally. 

Reports from the Delta indicate a high turnout although six 
province capitals and eleven dlstdat capitals were mortared. 

William J. Jorden 



Sunday, September 3, 1967 
11:00 a..m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith. our well-poised Ambassador 
in Saigon rfUJponds to your sug1estion 
about Scammon and reports the sltuatlon 
as of election day. 

w. W. Rostow 

-C:QNFlDENTIA It 

WWRostow:rln 

' ,- . ,.. 
I. 

E. . 23,;G. 
'1,it ~Gu'dd 

(Bv+ , ~-.AlU , D 
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~~'.\?;~"i"';;-,i~RR; OUR CONVERSATION EARLy THI~ MO~~~~G ~OT ; INTERRUPTED 
\. ·.... 

,;;·:· BUT I RECEIVED YOUR MESSAGE., - PLEASE _SAY:. TO THE PRESIDE.MT I LIKE 
:\ ·, HIS. SUGGESTION AND THINK THA! ·A BACKGROUNDER B·Y. ~.SCAMMC-!tt ·AND .. HIS -.< l . • 

.;~:. COLLEAGUES COULD BE USEFUL. · .. ._· : . ,: · · ·,.::;~_..:<.~"~\;,,.:·, .:·- ·. ; . -1:>·:·~'.. ~- .·. '\ ., 
~4} -- .--.2 •.-·~:-c-I · 0·MA VE -~ DISCUSSED THIS WITJ.f BARR'/ ZORt.HIAN ··t1us ·~CR NING AND ,HE ',
~t]:ALSO·_FEELS THIS COULD BE USEFUL. .HE MAKES THE.- :POI'Nl it.~•t:wrnc -WHICH I ..::-· . ·:-
ff ·AGREE.1--THAT WE WANT TO BE CAREFUL NOT TO GIVE ·THE · iPPEARANCE OF -- '- . 
iii 'OVERSJ?:L L TO THE PRESS. AS YOU KNOW., WE HAVE PUT A LO!: .OF WORK ON . · .:H ._THEM HERE DURINi3 .t.HE CAMPAtGN PERIOD~ .,,. ·-<,;_··. ;_;·; -~- .· .· .... ·. _" . · -- ,, , 
L :..:: ,.. · "3. -·-'·oN· BALANcr: , HOWEVER, I BELIEVE "BACKGROUNDER SUCH AS _SUGGESTED . ,...,. ,; .··.: -
:i~"I.}icou1.D ~:·aE·- USEFUL AND I AM SURE SCAMMON WITH HIS EXPERIENCE COULD· 7 ' . :· . ,: <. .;~.,~~i.:-{_c:·:;_~--
1;;;;MAKE·-1r.:··~1NTERf ST ! HG. HE AND HIS COLLEAGUES .ARE · :.IN t ·Ay NINH TODA) 
;;f)·AND -1°-PL.AN TO SEE THEM WHEN THEY RETURN LATE THIS AFTER N,0.0N., AND 
~}:}ALSO TALK ;WITH .SCAMMON ABOUT POSSIBILITY ,OF DOING'. rv· INTERVIEW ;, -~--...
~i.i JWR,.--.·sHOW I NG . IN :u. S. . · · . - .. · > - -· .~-.:- ~ ~.:: ·. . : :,,. .· .··.· ·. :---:_: ,·., ::" . 
tt::.·> ·4~ ~--- YOU MIGHT ALSO SAY TO .THE PRESIDENT THAT ·l tHINK .·!HE· VISIT__ oF· ·THE .- -~ -- .~.-
t;-;,:OBSERVER GROUP ¥.AS BEEN VERY -USEFUL· EXERCISE. . T'HEY H.Ml.[ --BEEN : : ·· ·":..;·~:~t~,,--:/ ~. 
[:ji,}ACTIVE IN GETTING AROUND THE COUNTRY AND, OF COURSE, - .H.t\·V£ BEEN .: . .· .· . ,----,::<./:t~::~~~-
:~/SOUGHT OUT BY OUR PEESS~,. I THINK THIS ,HAS BEE.th ., ~ 'GOOD ·.THIN,=:_ ALSO, ... · ·· . . ~-- . 
(~.s~~fOR..-·.MANY OF _. THEM HAVE BECOME AWARE OF, AND sort; ·oF T:HEM._._:•,- . ·.·• 
!if:~/-SHOCKED, ··BY THE ONESIDED AND BIASED REPORTING OF MUCH OF iHE .. 
t:~: :pfij;'SS .MERE. -~ ·· .. _, - ·· . "' ·' i: ' ~ · - · . , •

i:tf~,~-~-_.:s.~~l~THE ·vor n~a IS- IN FULL SWING / · ! ·-.ANTICIPATE '. A- SOMEWHAT SMALL · · ··,. :, 
:]rf.!PER CE NT AGE. 0 F T nE REG I STERED .VOTER s ,. WILL- 'BE 'RECD~ cr~-;~-AS '.'~~~ ~- ~--~-~- · :;_, :~ ;· . _-, ,.· - ··.::.~: ~.lf-:ft -
;J}i· COMP~_;.P..~IlHE.::' ASSEMBLY ·ELECTIONS LASl~~YE'AR • ·· t HI.S";~~ I tf ~D.UE~?"to .THE i -ARGE _,- ··· :· _·. ·. '.:·:·. ~ ~-~ 
:;.]({;NUMBER -··o·F CANO !DATES ..APPEARING ON THE BALLOT -AND ·_.yt).>A"·.. · . . . . . · .·_· -·· . 
:;·! t ffIGHE·R;JCIDENCE OF TERROR~ SM ON THE PART OF ·T·r.£ ·v.c~ ·INCIDENTS . . . ·. _: .. ·._··./._. 

1:,t~.f .F!lVli> CONTUNUED TODAY AFTEr-i THE OPENING OF POLLI :JG.• ., I ANTICIPATE, - . ..- ·.· . ><-~_ . ·-·>·-r 
;~faJ;:HOWEVER, THAT WE SHALL HAVE A ~00D TURNOUT ~ y OJJR :STA~JDARDS, ·. ,·.- ·. .. _-.. .--··- .,-.·::·., :>_\. 
?;~f:~i~I _F NOT _UP TO. LAST YEARS 80 PER CENT. : · WE AR~- ?LANNING TQ .8IV£ ,JOU ~ · "'";; .> ->-.:~ ~.-_ 
:-;;/f A' STEADY FLOW OF REPORTS ONCE THE RETURNS BE,:- Hf ·to CC 11ftE ~~tN . t:-\·:.·.- -~"' ,.~ :- · ~ .. -- t ~ .. -. 

-~ 

rn_ -,~-~;·;~1i ~:f~l .·. 
• • • ·• •..'.:. •~ • - ~ I ' ">•• ,,;, • ;: ·~! . .. .. . 
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Sunday. September 3, 1967, 10:15 A. M. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Vietnam Election (Report No. 1) 

The situation at 10:00 A. M. la: 

lt appears at le.a•t 80% of the r ,eatstered votora _will vote. 
AP reports unofficially that. 81~ cast. their ballots. The official 
report~ two ho-ure be!orf) closing of tho polla at 4:00 P. M. Saigon 
time, was that almost 4, ooo~ 000 had voted. That ls 68%. 

Fragmentary returns give Thieu and Ky about 14. SOO votes. 
The closest rival is Huong who has SJ 500. 

o.a. obeervers are all now back 1n Sa.lgon. 

During the voting, they were distributed u follows: 

8 in Hue 
S 1n Can Tho 
2 in Tuy Hoa 
1 ln Ban Me Thuot 
l ln Vung Tau 
4. ln Saigen 

Senator Muskie was on his own and traveled around Saigon and 
Gia Dinh. 

Reports ~ontinue to roll in on Viet Cong terror a.ttaclta. But it 
appears they were not successful in preventlnj a significant number 
0£ Vietnamese from voting. 

. William J. Jorden 

WJJ:amc 
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Sunday, September 3, 1967 f!~r 
MEJ..ti.OAANDUM FOR TBE PRESIDE.NT 

l 1r. President: 

A.ttache-d is a cable from Saigon rc.porti·ng vle\vs o! tho election 
obaervcrs. 

Ambassador Locke \Vill be sending a sumn1ary of' the rniasion•s. 
-conclusi.oxui late tonight (early Monday Saigon. time). 

The press reports that 0 most o! the U. s. obuerve.ra and 120 
fr.om. Z4 other nations voiced one simila'r sentim~nt: 

"For whatever discrepancies there might have been, 
the inct that elections took plac~ at all make -a them uignif!ca.nt. 0 

One Dutch observer. found no evidence of fl:'aud.. He thought a 
Thieu victory was a foregone con.cluaion. but he said the elections 

1 1 obvioue-ly were better than any held in Ea.stern Europe, Indonesin or 
Spainu. 

Willlam J. Jorden 

Attacl,m-ent. 

WJJ:sln 
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::-IBG&lll' 
Jr&OM, AMEAICAN lr;MBAtfflY SAlCON' 
TO SECRE'T.Al\Y OS' ST.It.TE, W4\SH,. .DC 

.4 

te I~- /5--9tf 

,~ o\\M~YGJlG' wero dla:pel'aed .a• !ollows·to e:btahe tb.e: ballotlq:: 
H-..i Hu3be•~· McCall.• .Antell• 1·••••• MIUtftHt,. a'.alght, Patte:ren a1ld 
-s1,oa, Ca.a 'tho: s.iu-.aa. ~•Ith., a.naat•l"• .Da.r• aad Mutr.u11a; 
a.. M• Thou: Sce»n-a· T-.y s·.-.: Cuy .., tdaphr: Salgoiu Sickaatoope.:, 
Lll,cy, ~kCanaoca-. lkldl.a.. Y$~ and ~iutd.a. 

Hao. ·San Tho atad SdJOll poq• (w.Uil eanptlca of MWikt• wko. 
touoi SalBO••Gia. fflab oa hit·o••J padlelfa.tod ta tho Gove•am111.1 ~ ­
V'-laam •1:~ .awra•- fOlr ,all l~•l1n ·obee...ro !or illoctloa day., 
A~--~-·- tar - 8,¥0.{A~' WOlt-S fflA<IO b.y the. wnliHJion iacludla1 tho•••~· 
!:or A• thn« ·.toctt•• :eaee:J'{h·i Scanu:n<ta. S..rak:1r1 aad Pemalau who 
"141.he·d T~y i'QS\lt., ·t~•g l(u1•• and _potll11g ·plaH# In the Sdsoc ah-. 

Itlitlal bt-tlcatloaa ato t&a'.J all the tripa we#-.d oat. well al\d that 
u.o.cblOftft-rS ..... B.UU#&lly t.'VoT.ably imfntfffl4L ~ -- obs«h'ere 
·wbo ~-•• Bue wem to toui, ·y.Un1 lgoattou •&I tlaol1r own t:h,oico. Tbey 
~~ that the atse of th• iU)'liW.t. •ff•ctlvo condQd .ct .eloetlau. ..,.d 
ee:flw•••• 'W'lthwhhilt hoth eled•"•' oftldue and ·\N,:.tora ~,ga'1de4 wl,olo 
p-raco•• w••• 4'1t.SY -lmpra11,llva. 

O'b••rv.-e ~d with irepreaentattv.es at ,o,tu14l<lattta (Thteu. 
· ' 

Ha 'Th\le, 
Ky, and ,511\t tleketa). all .of w.hotn tepo~tad that u t~pla~llh1.tt. bad 
QCC@hd. (Ofto ~.--•-••tau.-. npllo-d Ql'OWdOd-c.oadltl.0.#• ,. polb, bad 
made !t lmpo-a,,t!l>le· fol" m.iy0ti1tt te- •1te:1,1pt ldle.oac-e-vote~••· ) O&.stt..Y.W-• 
atoo tt'ttpros,ea when •oc,,i~pn.yl•s-Vlehlam••• Jo•naUst ·d•lllt4 ballot 
~••·• abtomff voting autkori.ilon ~ pr(fpe•ly valld•tlld by b(u!tlo 
ttrec1Mt. 

Tu.oh•e~vera ht,M\te loud that s:noat ~ltac tooationv •••• "8:Cl'!owde4 
b:na"•• voter-a had appt:a.r,xt iu a•••t••t nun,boir dl:1Jtln1 tlta eaely. ~o»m11g 
boats. The ob·••~ tto· Ume4 vdloi-s·, who ~~age<! th••• ud ON•hall 
' tdnutes la complete paaa•eo lhTOUJh ,,alla. 

https://t~pla~llh1.tt
https://irepreaentattv.es
https://s.iu-.aa
https://ST.It.TE
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Tbe auaag•menta r:iede i., Tbua 'rldea .Pr-oViMe ¢Jd•f_. 
IL Cot. khoa ••~• excell.ut. ~tordtu1 ou•nero aad app.~mat•lf 
?& ~Jl•t• ·ro:,a-•••••t11tea ai lwlJ uakla..ftd ogp~ty ·.to-...,.. 

1·vottns lcuttom. Mid t,altc.wlth .., vot•l'-~o•, ofeld.al at wt.U. 1:hq_exODtted 
hl~Ja6H' at cm• ♦.1iillttdy 'IOtlas lO;f:tttlea ·to , • .l t~ ;~·- ...bi\\tl ·•t•·•t 
'.Ciritloa ·T#oo,e .-.ad m04•eUy ~t t.lo (&ffltt bdl~i.- ,.lt!t 1loo teemed 

. lo lm·F.<tff ·tke: Oltt-•.,,..~ 

~- -ob•n••• t~ a t,ra,,k !~o.m ta &1t1••• blat at-a ltia.ck.rt_wa;-t!!­
ell iflH-111' ob.UV• '5: and-,~-- wbict:. .aa hOated hr [ Col'p...~~' 
0.Udal ~. · »-1aa ffio day 1'•~ ot a uawby •-r aqtivltf dl.trettad 
a.aat•n •oU•s: ,~a'dde«1 • w-.uud.ad•# or th-. wuttme ittuattoa.. 

Santor itwphy and G~or Goy 'll•tt•tl _..n 01' 1tis;bt ptJUln1 
pl-.c1H1 ta n4 ahQnd; To)t lf~•,- C.aplt-1 of Phtl. Y••--P·ro"ri-ace, 11aetu.'1n1 
'QJll •t 11--~ Xuoaa aatahtt.w~u• a-a -.-ploaton ••••t--al tu:,.U#t ea•llet" 
llt.4 tdUe.d tbWt11e aad: .-ouadot1 4ilpp;l"muffl;atelt 4&. .Botll e\Jtte"'e111 weh 
•~ty h~P"•Jle-4 with tool~~~ ..,cbablet,•aat~i f.~~f;, ltntor 
Mtdpb., poi' ~~-atea ~tit U.at that•••"• rew ••ci:a oat•~•«• in•• v. , 
~~..... Gay ·•clde4 (ta Jo.mt l11tewvlew 1ibh,fid f•v too•t Ho.th ~Gia 
tet1AV1o10ll) thl bfi -.aa -sttuek t,y tht ~ts),t ot ~ clriU a el•cttoa -offlolal 
ttemd'tlg ·1o let .eoldl••• vote b1tau.oo ttw.tr q,pt'lftati.oa ll•l baa -1\Qt.a111:l••d 
al ,ctlllfl# IMUQn. ()n v!att 'ta, Jflcra XllMtl, '\Yh••• .ll):ey trnllldMd •aptoa.lon 
dat.11a,1•:, ••• bl-00\11tab•• on eckool hmlft otape and ltJJftl-4 th.la •~• -­
._Wt)Wlti«rd ·ha4 ~ -• to Yote. bolght,_.s ._,1'1 f:lvi0~ab10 ,aacue1. 

El11cUoa-••,eru Sccun~ioa, He:i$besg aad Pemd.ftla appouel 
:entltust••tt~ abmlt ;thobf ea,e.i.- ,whic:h they 46i411Nd u lmp..••~lve 
aad mQwiug:, T'bly 1rla.t-.tl • ta~,• aGMltot ,..,, ~U•t ataQ.411a la th.-•• 
•w•u aad •n••••r .toond llitte ·which. ·Uuty eo~14 clitlelMt and m'1ch-t• 
,r-aS:IUJ:. 

W•:do t.tot 1-' ••v• dakllled ftl&CUQB4t &om Iha otbott ar~ bu Will 
•epoft ,iut-u.r aa •• lcta•a tliem. 

·11- enttro •"•·e-cbeduted l'ff t.tACV ~ ltoffle·r bri4tfl•I tO*-l,<Wro•· 
,m.o~ tS.~tnber ,>~ toll~-, eloctto.a ,~b»ldq ln-the aftoraoQn 
pfl• to tltelW dofll:ft~-._ Uht4w.ed ,.~ 6ttO P. It. 

6£.&a=~• ._,.,-o, r . , ·••-· 

https://Uht4w.ed
https://1rla.t-.tl
https://q,pt'lftati.oa
https://b1tau.oo
https://ofeld.al
https://excell.ut
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September 3. 1967 

VOTING RECORD - VIETNAM PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 

Corpe . 

I 

II 

m 

As Percentage 
of Rcgist&red 
Voters 

82% 
13lo/o 
85% 
Hl o/o 
s :o/o 
22% 
93% 

90% 
81% 
90% 
940/o 
87% 
83 . 7o/o 
85% 
87% 
94% 
91% 
87% 
72% 
90% 
88% 

76% 
86. 2% 
79% 

79o/o 
860/o 
8:J. 2% 
81. 3% 
83. 5% 
84. 6% 
90% 

No. of 
Voters 
1966 

41, ZOl 
80.382 
92,620 

165,457 
112,945 
141, 237 
83.390 

13, 82.3 
23,436 

180,441 
61, 83S 

58 ,375 
37, 112~ 

137~·972 
17,757 
56,62.8 
18, 370 
80,559 
49,951 
13. 796 
33,204 

517, 210 
30,902 

388,42.Z 
13S, 817 
71,152 
Z2,Z49 
21, 755 
40,943 
42,855 
43. 677 
17,106 

Aa Per•contage 
of Registered 
Votera 
Sept. 1966 

85. 9% 
81. 2o/o 
89. 7"/o 
88.1% 
89. 3% 
84o/c» 
92.. lo/o 

91. 5% 
73. 3o/o 
90. 7% 
72% 
80% 
82. 7% 
84% 
BO. 6% 

a ;9'~~-~~-,',,, .~. ct 
97. 5 /0 

94. 3% 
88. 5% 
az. Bo/o 
84.1% 

66. 5% 
83.1% 
73% 
83. 8% 
80% 
84% 
89. 2% 
79.1% 
69. 7% 
87% 
92. 3% 

City or 
Province 

Hue (City) 
Danang (City) 
Quang Tri 
Thua. Thieu 
Otlan g Nam 
Quang Ngai 
Quang Tiu 

Cam Rauh (City) 2.1, 962 

No. of 
Voters 

45.090 
93.5:32 
90-, 789 

148 , 1,i9 
135, 1 2 
165,181 
88,013 

Dalat (City) 
Binh Dinh 
Binh Thuau 
Darlac 
Kontun 
Khanh--Hoa 
Lam Dong 
Ninh Thuan 
Phu Bon 
Phu Ten 
Pleiku 
Quang Due 
Tuyen-Duc 

Saigon (City) 
Jung. Tau (City) 
Oin Dinh 
Bieu Hoa 
Binh Duong 
Binh Long 
Binh Tuy 
Hnu Nghia 
Long Au 
Long Khanb 
Phuoc Long 

28,274 
2.71, 460 
63,327 
67 1 842 
42, 611 

141, 707 
23. 431 
63, 327 
2.4, 531 

101, 079 
51, 168 
14. 357 
36, 804 

583,242 
30, 861 

445,118 

89;2.07 
2.4,2.69 
23. 831 
51, 612 
6Z. 912 
51, 787 
18,983 

https://2.4,2.69


P.age 2 Cont'd 

VOTING UCO.RD ... VIETNAM PBESIE)E_NWIAL ELECTION 

City Ott 

Province 

m Phua.c Tuy 
Tay Ninh 

lV AnGU1~ 
An ,tuy.en, 
Ba. Xuy,n 
Bae Lieu 
Ohan noc 
Chuong 1'hl1)u
mnh !J•hong 
·ao-Gong 
m-~1\. Giang 
-l(il)n. Hoa 
:Kieh. J?&ong 
Ki.en T1.tong 
Phong l!)inb 
Vlnh Blah 
Vinh Long 

No. of 
Vo~tere 

44,.91a 
112_,527 

185,171 
35, 70·3 
86,778 
66,634 

l!iS.942 
52,984 
94,379 
35,612 

111,.03.2 
109-,-974 
95 .•. 346 
15. 233 

109,.974 
80.,607 

122.,5'75 

As Perctntage 
of ~giet<u:·ed 
Vo•rs 

88.4% 
86% 

83% 
8S'N 

s"'-' 
82% 
90% 
8Zo/u 
84o/o 
92% 
84(1 
767o 
so~ 
87f'o 
15. 5ft 
S5fo 
83fo 

No. of 
Voters 
1966 

36,702 
94.446 

1as.110 
34,263 

- 92,161 
54.378 

151., 548 
34.548 
75~775 
29,619 

100,877 
95.117 
90.174 
13,,599
9a, 312 
92,"'9}¼2 

161, no2 

As Pe.rcetttag~ 
of Regiet"red 
Voters 
So2t. 1966 

89.4% 
&S. 3% 

83. 4fo 
84. 6~ 
85.6~ 
78% 
84.9% 
74.1% 
70.5% 
89.l~ 
82. 6it\ 
aa. 5% 
93·.J% 
86 •. 9o/tJ 
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Sunday. September 3, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. President: 

Attached are some of the comments from various 
election observers, including a few fot"eigners. 

William J • .Jorden 

Attachment. 

WJ.J:sln 



Comments of Viet-Nam Election Observers 

Sen. Murphy -

Gov. Guy -

Eugene Patterson -

Whitney Young -

Gov. McCall -

Gov. Hughes -

Dave Sulli-aan -

Warren Gullander -

Dr. Elson -

Stanford Smith -

J()h_,. Knight -

"I have no reservations about calling this a free 
and fair election. I'll have little patience with 
anyone who starts telling us it's rigged. 11 

"There·may have been instances of fraud that will 
be dug up, but the election I have seen has been 
carried out with greater detail and checks and 
balances than many of our own. '' 

"Despite its imperfections, I feel it was far, far 
better to have had the election that>to not have had 
an election at all. 11 

"We have problems in Mississippi, too. After all, 
what do you expect? How can you tell anyway? 11 

"I can't speak for the rest, but it is my impression 
that few in the group would write this off as a sterile 
exercise. 11 

"I am tremendously impr e ssed by the obvious enthusiasm. 
This is a good start on the road to democracy. " 

"A credit to the people themselves." 

11 I can't find anybody who says 'yes I when you ask 
if his candidate has been nlistreated. 11 

"One point should be m a de strongly. That is that 
we observers are not detectives. We were here to 
focus on a historical event in perspective. We're not 
here to nit-pick. " 

"The most important thing is what happens after the 
election regardless of who wins, particularly as to whether 
the government lives up to :its promises of freedom of 
the press. 11 

"We were not assigned hei:4e as election inspectors. 
Observing is a very broad term. 11 

Arnbassad«sr Weir (N. Z. )- "An election that would do New Zealand proud. 

Amb. Shen (China) - "Under Asians standards, a relatively free election. 11 

Indian journalist - 11 A good beginning. 11 

PRESERVATtON Ct:.rFv' 



Sunday• .September 3,. 1967 

Mr.. President: 

You may wish to send some such 
cable to Ambassador Bunker late this 
evening when more. retur'ns ue in. 

I believe you should wait, until. tomorrow 
to send a. me·ss.age to Thieu - Ky. 

We also can consider tomor1:ow whether 
it would be ·wi-ae and appropriate to 
have a note of thanks. waiting in Honlulu 
when the observers get in - say late 
Monday night our time-. 

W. W. Ro-stow 

Attachment 

WWR:sln -



FOR. AMS.ASSAOOl\ BUN.KEa 

When we talked 'in my office b•fore you left tor 8al_gon, 
1 asked of you tbre-e things: that you look after you1- health: 
-that you d>:aw together tho -ablest team thie nation could pr.ovideJ 
that you serv• ~s midwife to the beet election of which South 
Vietnam waa now capable. 

We both know this election i• only one stop ~n the roa.d to 
-stable aud e.ff•ctlve con·sUtuttonal govern.mentJ and in ihe days ah•acl 
you will be doaUng with dangerous and delicate problem,. 

Our com.mo~ tasks are cle-ar enough to h•lp the Vietnarnes-e 
conaoUdate. fl br.oad based ·government; and to bUild on the election 
.and that~ove~tlont p .. og1tfams of ac:eel•rated momentum in Vi-etnam, 
and ln intornattona.1 diplotx.Hlcy,. while stabUlsh1g atui enlar..ging support· 
f9r. our policy bar~ at homo. 

But :as Sunday Soptetnbel.9 3 ends in Waa.bington, it 1.1-~uuna .clear 
to. r.ae that y.ou. have amply tuUl_lled my thi$"d injunction; and t wish you 
to know of my gr-atitude-~ ,.- · 

Since it is {1lear you have: alao-~1•4-my o-econd lnjunct.ton 
by b\lildin,g the bast:· team wo· could ltave ·in flaigon, it ~•11-.),bl'O .only 
fo# n111 to retmind you of the. fl~,t. 



Saturday, September 2, 1967 -- 4:45 p.m. 

Mr. Presldent: 

As instructed, George Christian, General Taylor, William Jorden, 
several others. and I met to plan actlon 1n the wake of General Taylor's 
memorandum to the President of August Z5. With respec~ to the first point -­
better coordlnaUon among allied nation.a of information pollcy - - actlon has 
been taken. Under a competent USIA chairman, representatives of the 7-natlon 
g·roup fighting ill Vlet Nam will meet regularly on information problems and 
policy. 

With respect to the setting up of two-man teams, there was agreement on 
the following points: 

Th~ senlor civilian ohould be a well-known figure. 

-- The gr.oupo should go out £rom the While House as "Presidential 
representatives. " 

The meetings should be 0££-·the--reco:rd. 

Based on General Taylor's experience, an effort should be made to 
assemble at one meeting key editorial writers, editors, TV executives, etc• 
.from a district to economize time., and thus be able to cover the country in 
six to eight meetings. 

-• Arrang·ements sbould be made so that representatives come out by 
invitation of some local figure prepared to organize the group. 

The material for the group will be organized and kept up to date in 
the new Kaplan operatio.n working under Bill Jorden 1n my shop. 

It will be necessary to coordinate thlo oper·atlon \Vith other similar 
effotts; e.g. , Sec. Rusk's meeting with the Editorial Board of the Baltimore ~-

A1tma.jor unresolved .question discussed was whether one team (say, 
Amb. Lodge and Gen. DePuy) could do the job on the road, or whether we 
would need se·veral. li several were organized., they could operate on a 
regional basis; that is, Northeast, Midwest, and. West Coast. Names other 
than Lodge and DePuy were: Clark Clifford, Gen. Taylor, Bill Bundy, 
Philip Habib, Oen. Walt, Gen. Krulak, Oen. Klilnard, and Gen. Larsen. 



With respect to substance, it was agreed: 

-- The groups ~ould epend a. good deal of t~e. answering questions. 

-- They would aloo press certain fundamental the.mes, o! which the 
£ollowing were the prlnclpal ones mentioned: 

Why we are ln Viet Nam. 

The. war is being won: no stalemate. 

The _war can only be lost 1n the U.S. Hanoi cannot win in the 
field. 

~- Bombing: reasons !or and t"esults !rom. 

The improved performance 0£ the Vietnamese mllltary. 

The meaning of Viet Nam. to Asia~ economic dev·elopment; 
regional cooperation: and progress :- - all based oh 

confidence that U.S. will see.it through ln Viet Na1n. 

The consequences -- to Asia. and the World -- of an American 
pullout or "retreat to enclaves. " 

The r ·elatlonship between our ·policy 1n Viet Nam and the outcome 
of the turmoil 1n China. 

With re$pect to timing, everyone agreed that we should s-et the teams in 
motion as soon after the Vietnamese election as the dust settles and we !eel 
we have our ieet on the ground politically there. 

An additional point of substance was raised and discussed: Should. we --
in addition to mounting this tcan1. or teams -- set up a senior panel (one leading 
figure plus one each on military, polltlcal. economic:, and pa.cificatlon matters) 
which might perform. the £ollowlng related fwictions: 

Bri.ef top level groups .:- Sena.tore. Governors, important 
conventions, etc. 

Appear as a senior government group re1ularly on 1'V in a 
Viet Nam Report. 
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After you have read thla memorandwn, we shall requlre your guidance. 
I suggest that you may wlsh to meet with General Taylor, George Christian, 
Bill Jorden, Mr. Kaplan, and myself -- and 1t mlgbt well be helpful to have 
along Clark CUUord, who has given some thought to this matter. 

Thie memorandum has been cleared by Chrletia.n, Taylor. and J'orden. 

VI. W. Rostow 

WWRostow:rln 



---sE'CRET 

Saturday., September 2, 1967 
4:25 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Lodge'• proposed state­
ment -- 1£ he ls fol'ct'!d to make one ·-­
in .Hawaii on the way home. 

We have some improvements to 
suggest (-eoe Tab Ah but lt may be wise 
to ac,e ·what transpires 1n the next twenty­
four hours be!ore deciding what our guJ.d­
anc~ to Lodge should be. 

W. W. Rostow 

CAS ll056Z 

WWRostow:rln 

,_ _:_ ._.,U1.0 ' 11~ ED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

NI;,J /gA Cro: 13 'f 
By NARA, Dat~'rfi-OI 
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Saturday, September Z, 1967 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM AMBASSADOR LODGE (CAS, Zl056Z) 

I assume the press will interview observers upon 
arrival in Hawaii and that it may, therefore, be necessary for me 
to say something for quotation, although I do not plan to do so 
un.less it is necessary. 

. ~ I, accordingly, will submit a line for me to take 
·r:f . with the press assuming events in Vietnam justify such a line. 
'1 I hope you will send me your comments before my departure from 
:..~~~:~ · 

Saigon, 6:00 P. M. local time, Monday. I wouid not necessarily 
use all of the proposed statements but only such par~s as seemed 
appropriate. 

Begin Statement 

A. "I am of course not speaking for anyone except
, 

·-
·.i 
]
, ··.· 

-~ ' myself. 
, j 
')

·1 ·. ' '' 
•l B. "Observing an election is difficult in any country
1; but in Vietnam there was at least the advantage that Vietnam has a

,':~' 

National Election Law and thus a greater degree of uniformity than 
exists in the United States where the differences in standards and 
'practices between the different states are great. Also in Vietn.am 
the state pays for many candidates' expenses, which we don't do. 

C. "The fact that in every polling place at least ►

l 
twenty people were involved in counting the ballots was one or the I 

t· 
many assurances against rigging which impressed me. Four t 

l
copies of the count are made, one of which is publicly posted . I 

limmediately. 
I 

D. "The fact that those making election bets were i 

e ·atimating odds of 50-50 on the Thieu-Ky slate was another indication t· 
I 

that no significant amount of corrupt practices was to be expected. f 
Professional betters are notably realistic. 

DE LASSIFIED 
-,-6'. 12958 Sec. 3.6 

NJ-.J-.· ..1..-.!...l~ -=--=-~ ~ 
SEC RB'l' I EXDIS . - ' 

PRESERVATIOt~ CO-PY 
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E. "It looks as though this election is all right. , 
We must remember that Vietnam has no history of democracy such 
as we have, but instead a history of centuries of authoritarian rule. 
We must also remember that this election was held in the middle 
of a wa-r - and advanced democracies like France and England 
suspended elections altogether when they were at war. There 
was also a particularly high rate of terr<?rism. In the light of. 
these considerations the Vietnamese Elections must be called 
remarkable• 

• 
F. "This Election marks a forward step in the evolution 

of Vietnam. Constitutional government should mean greater 
stability. This undercuts the Viet Cong. It also should mean 
that Vietnam will be better able to deal with other countries 
in anything having to do with peace. Constitutional government 
shol;lld therefore help the conduct of the war and increase the 
chances of peace all of which is in the interests of the United States. " 

End Statement 

I plan to hold a meeting of the observers in Honolulu 
at 6:00 P. M., Monday local time. Several observers have indicated 
that they wish such a meeting. Suggestions will then be made that 
our thanks be extended by Senator Hickenlooper as senior official 
member to the Government of Vietnam and to Atnbassador Bunker. 
I believe there is greater risk in not having a meeting than· 

. in having it. 

I plan to say that of course all observers are absolutely 
free to talk to the press either at Honolulu or at home and to 
submit their views to the President. If they do make any written 
statements I will request that they furnish me a copy. 

I have also asked that our three State Departlnent 
experts report their findings at tliis meeting. · 

-•~ I 

i 
:. --:.~·.._ __' - ~ 

SEGRET1EXDIS 

. .. . ·• 
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DRAFT , 9/3/67 

SUGGESTED LODGE STATEMENT 

Watching a nation being born is a unique and exciting experience. 

Whatever else may be said, I think we would all agree that we 

have been privileged to witness an historic event -- an event important 

for the Vietnamese people and for us all. 

I am speaking, of course, only for myself -- not for anyone else. 

Observing an election is difficult in any country. It is particularly 

difficult in a country at war. 

And all of us were conscious that we were watching an electoral 

process in a country with no long tradition of democratic experience. 

We were very much aware, too, that the Viet Cong were doing 

everything in their power to disrupt this election, to terrorize and 

intimadate the people. While their propaganda tried to minimize the 

importance of the election, their deeds spoke more loudly of their real 

concern. 

As you know from the turnout of voters in all parts of the country, 

the efforts of the Viet Cong were a dismal failure .. 

It is too soon after the event to try ta pass judgment. The votes 

are still being counted and tallied. There is provision in the electoral 

law for filing complaints and for investigating and judging those complaints. 

It will be a little time before the results are finally certified. 



r 
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Let me say, however, that on the basis of what I have seen in this 

past week, the election marks a forward step in Viet-Nami s political 

evolution. I hope -- and I think all Americans hope -- that a popularly 

elected, constitutional government is going to mean greater stability in 

Viet-Nam. It should mean a greater capacity to deal with the aggressors 

and their followers. It should also mean that Viet-Nam can play a 

stronger role with other countries in the search for an honorable and 

just settlement. 

We would hope that all the elements that have contested this 

election will now work together to make their country stronger and 

better able to deal effectively with the tremendous problems that they 

face together. 



~IS 

Saturday, ·s.pte.mber 2. 1967 
3:30 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith some election and post­
electlon thoughts .from Thleu's brother. 

W. W. Roatow 

Saigon 4779 

SECRE~XDlS 

WWRostow:rln 

DECLASSI . LD 
. E.O. I 35 , Sec. 3.4(b) 
te House G ·detnes, Feb. 24, 1983 

..._..._, N , ate 9 /~-f'/ 



. September 2, 1967 

Saigon. 4·779 

l. In luncheon conversation with Polltlcal Counselor, September 2, Nguyen 
Van Kleu, General Thieu's brother, discussed election.prospects and planning 
!or the post-election period. 

2. Kleu thought that the Suu-Dan ticket would run ahead of Hu.ong-Truyen, 
followed by Ha. Thuc Ky, Nguyen Hoa. Hle.p, and Truong Dinh Dzu. He ascribed 
Suu'e recent overtaking o£ Huong to suppo-rt from some major· Buddhist elements, 
including tbe An Quang group, and to support ln. the co~tryslde which he clalmed 
was the result of quiet word being passed by the Viet Cong. Kteu. seemed 
confident that hls brother•• ticket would win but ho thought that its percentage 

.would not be a-s large as perhaps had been earlier expected. 

3. Kleu. sald he had been busy keeplng lJl to-uch with.various c.ivllian leader­
ship gr()upa, particularly supporters ol Huong and the Buddhlst,s. He acknow­
ledged there wae some posslblllty of troubles fomented by the extremist 
Buddhists after the elections, but he thought on balance this was unlikely. He 
considered Thlen Mlnb to be the leade·r of the hard core 1n this respect and 
thought Tri Quang was advocating a more moderate course among the An Quang 
group. 

4. Kleu launched immediately lnto a d.lacW9slon of pla:ns for broad post-election 
collaboration among the v~1oua groups competing in the· i.tectlon. He belleved. 
fzom hla most recent talks wlth the Huong camp, that there was still •' a possibility 
that Huong might accept the premlorahlp_b:a. the event Tbleu i.s elected and 
persoDally appeals to him to join ln a, ''new team. n Kleu suggested 'that liijuong 
dld not accept, Huong mlght propoae to Thieu that De,puty Prime Mlnle·ter tiguyen 
Luu Vlen be appointed. Kelu said that if this wei-e clone, it would be handled 
publicly in such a way as to make clear that Vien waa picked by Huong ln order 
to draw the maximum polltlcal f4upport behind him. In response to Kieu's 
question, fiblltlcal Counselor agreed that Vlen was a highly respected and 
capable southerner who was accepted by·many dlfferent elements and that 
Huong•s spo,nsorahlp would glve hln1 griater strength as a representative of 
the civilian-southern element. 

5. Kuan was confident that thleu and Ky would continue their collaboratlon and 
sald it was hls brother•s lntentlon to create· a team at the top representing a. 
broad political base and capable of working effectively .together,. · · He agreed lt 
was desirable that other civilian elements be offered leading posltions· ln the 
government and mentlon was made of Phang Quang Dan a.nd Ha Thue Ky. 
Kleu sald that as an old Dal Vlet who knew Ky extremely well. he was doubtful 
that genuine collaboration could be expected irom him.. He considered Ky a 

---r&iiGltE:f 
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fanatical Dal Vlet, interested largely 1n strengthening his own closely-knlt 
party organlzatlon. He agreed lt was use~ul, however, to encottrage such 
groups to work v.i th other elements for· the good of the country. 

6. Looking ahead to the future operation of the, government, Kleu. said he 
personally favored setting up aome "bra.in trust11 groups to conslde.r the 
formulation of pollclea and programs £or the now government. He hoped that 
such groups could also meet .regularly and informally with s~lected American 
colleagues to discuss their ldeaa at an early stage. in order to -encourage mutual 
cooperation ,and eliminate poaslble ·mlaunder.standlng. Polltlc:al Counselor said 
he thought thls would be highly desirable, .e··: "-·. : "' :.~· 

7. Eieu hoped that the govermnent of Viet· Nam, U.S. Government, Republic 
of Korea and Republlc of Cambodia could develop closer collaboration ln the 
informatlon ;field. He agreed that lt was also important to improve goYernment 
of Viet Nan1 information actlvltles 1n other Asian and European countries in 
particular. Political Counselor suggested that one of the lmportant programs 
·to be glven new 11.le under the new government would be that o! national 
reconclllatlon, since an elected and broadly representative government would 
be in a position to give moaning to thle program. Kleu agreed. 

8. Kieu said that 1£ the election went 1n favor of General Thieu, he (Kleu) 
planned ·t,o return to Talpel only to close out hie afialra and would return to 
Saigon permanently. He said he would make a swlng around Bangkok, Seoul, 
and Tokyo be£ore returning 1n order to talk wlth lea.dere and friends. in those 
places, ae well a ,s in Taipei. He spoke vaguely o! assuming a role as personal 
advisor to hle brother. Kteu sald that Oeneral Thieu was exhausted by the 
strain, ,of the last weeks and planned to go away election day ·fo-r Z or 3 days of 
complete rcat. · 

9. Comment: It continues to be dl££1eult to evaluate degree to which Kleu 
1.nflue.noes hls brother, _but It appears at least that he haa been busy keeping 
ln touch wlth other clvlllan elements and seeking to preserve the poaslblllty 
o! peaceful collaboration after the elections. Hlo comments rega.rdlng the 
prospects fo:r ouch collaboration and the a.ttltude or the An Quang Buddhists 
are undoubtedly optimistic. It seems probable from hls and other comments 
that Thieu, if elected. will seek to work £or as broadly based a coa.lltlon as he 
thinks ieasible• 

.'10. 1n separa·te conversation September 2 between Lansdale and General Hieu, 
latter said he intended to follow paclflcatlon very closely and personally. He 
also confirmed hls intention to make use of Gm eral Thang' s talenta,glvlng hini. 
_full responelblllty for reral £orcoa and popular,forcee, ae ..one ot the major 

-:::.SEO!tE,= 
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elements 1n paclficatlon. Lansdale utreoacd lmporiance of Thleu making 
genuine effort to-work closely and s.ln.ce:rely wlth Ky and othera. 

BUNKER 



SECRET/EXD'IB 

Sa·turday, September 2, 1967 
1:30 -p. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith an accOUDt of the observers 
at the end of thelr second lull day. 

W. W. Roetow 

Saigon 4786 

lSECRE'l!/EXDIS 

WWRostow:rln 

DECLASSm D 
E.o . 123s6, s , -,·o,) 

White House Gui 
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<-~•t ' 
.. ~ . At the end of the second full day in Vietnam the 

' ' ! ~bservers pneliminary views were beginning to take shape . 
J .r1 • 

·J: ·:· ·- :-.: -. .: -·_·;.:, ,~- In general most observers state they are withholding 
/ ( · ~~:~}:<;;i·/ /l ~_:judgment until they see more and until after the elections themselves. -
:'~.~, .. .>:' >"-ff::;'.f:::: At the same time many have indicated that they are favorably impressed 

·.:'c. :.·-i":~-,;;.(~;;,;:~··so'·far, apparently more favorably than they had expected to be. 

i;:.•./; 'l!f~tt,t::~;::: :~;-~~A~::~rc:i:::p:~~::::r:n:e:: !:::i::::g:t:~i;;; 
Whitney Young told several correspondents at 

.. . , the Ambassador's reception that he considers that the press has been 
very biased in reporting on the campaign and on the election preparations • 

.Young pointed out that from their report\•g he had not been aware 
of all the campaign activity by opposition c.andidates. He had not 
realized the extent of the Viet Cong pressures against the .elections 

_. · an~ thought that , "I would only see Thie\l/Ky posters everywhere." 

Elson, Murphy and Munroe were among others 
, __ commenting critically on attitude of correspondents. Dr. Elson 

used such terms as "rude", "cynical" and "arrogant" in expressing 
his reaction. Senator Murphy felt that behavior of a number of the 
correspondents was completely out of line. Munroe felt American 

· _people have very inaccurate picture of the Vietnamese situation 
- . 

due to distorted and exaggerated press reports. 
' :;:: . 
· ·'l 

~-· j 

, 1, :;;,ill ... ..: Observers have continued assiduous efforts to get. .:f:· ·: .·• . 
'. 

-·as broad a picture as possible of election scene and have undertaken 
_numerous interviews to get to s<:>:urce of charges c;>f election rigging. 

Governor Hughes h_~~ o:ne hour interview with 
. Tran Van Huong on evening of September 1, (He was followed by 
Congressmen Wolff and McCarthy who also had long interview with 
Huong.). · 
·~·oEa,wlFIED .-

.E.O. 12356~~Sec. 3.4
NlJ .. .:- ·s- -s a• Aki! J a,r:s:IG 
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Senator Muskie has seen Au Truong Thanh, 
Vo Long Trieu and Dzu . He had asked for appointment see 
Big Minh's exrunning mate Tran Ngoc Lien but did not actually 

f 
--- . · 1make it although appointment was arranged. He also has seen .. ; :·r 

Thon Th~t Thien of suspended "Guardian". i 
' · 

Stanford Smith has also seen Thien and the editors 
of Thoi Dai who has frequently taken critical line of the Govermnent 
of Vietnam. · 

• 
One of the busiest of the groups in interviewing 

opposition figures has been John Knight who has confined his 
reactions, so far, as saying that he is keeping an open mind. 

Patterson has also been particularly active in 
his contacts. 

The reaction of the observers to their various trips 
to the Provinces has been almost universally favorable. It is 
particularly plea~ing that many have commented with obvious 
satisfaction on the opportunity they have had to move about 
freely and to talk with anyone they pleas ed. 

Mayor McKeldin who has visited both First Corps 
and Saigon area has commented to an Embassy Official that he 
has been favorably impressed by competence of the Government 
of Vietnam officials he has met, and as a. coils equence has a 
'some what more favorable attitude toward our involvement in 
Vietnam. 

A similar reaction was expressed by Governor McCall 
who departed from his scheduled itinerary to visit Phan Rang as he 
"had been pressed by others not to go to prearranged places. 11 

He said he and his group had been impressed by the fact that · 
the Vietnamese were at a higher level of development in the 
elections than he had expected. 

Today, September 2, the majority of observers are 
following the Government of Vietnam schedule with calls on Thieu, 
Ky and Suu. (Ambassador Bunker, of course, is present at these calls.} 
In addition, the schedules included the Special Commissariat for 
Administration (Election Committee) briefing. Tour of ele~tion 

- VATiON COPY r -_pBE E __ ______ _-- -- - -- - -~. • ....,. - ,.,...,,~ _ c_ •-· -- .,....-.- , '"""---;, " _ ,,,.....,.,...,........,...,.,...,.,._._........,.,-,r:;:;;z-= ........,.__.. 
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preparations in Saigon and military briefings. 
' 

. •.:' 

,··•" · 

·, . .~. _-· ...~. 

-.• _..,· 

·... ·. ,.. , ., ! 

Observers have moved in and out of schedules 
as desired and all seems to be going smoothly. 

1 
.. 1 
1 
l 
j 
·' 1 
i 

This evening, observers attended Thi~u/Ky 
reception at Independence Palace to which Presidential Candidates 
were invited. 

• On basis of their present plans for Election _Day, 
it now appears that nine observers will be in Hue, five in 
Can Tho, two (Murphy and Guy) in Tuy Hoa, one (Scerra) in 
Ban Me Thuot, one (Rudin) in Vung Tau and four in Saigon. 
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