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Si:CR:ET/EXDlS 

Saturday, September z~ 1967 
lZ:55 p • .m. 

Mr. President: 

This cable o.n p-ost-election priorities in. Viet 
Nam will bate.rest you,. Along with a lengthy cable 
on how beat to exercise U.S. leverage 1n Saigon:t 
it represents solid r -esulta of· Nick Katzenbach's 
committee. 

We shall be discussing these issues and 
their priority with Gene Locke next week. 

I am. preparingspe1·sonally,, a ocenarlo to keep 
the political lnitiatlve -- a.ssumlng we soon get a. 
solid government in Saigon post-election. 

,v. W. Rostow 

Satcto Saigon 30020 

WWRostow:rln 
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September Z, 1967 

To Amembassy Saigon 30020 

For Ambassador from Under Secretary of State 

SUBJECT: Post-Elecjion Prloritlea in Viet Nam. 

Below is text of draft wo.rking paper on poet-election prlorltles. We know you 
are terribly bus,y, but we would appreciate your prompt comments be:.fore 
seeking final high-level approval here. The paper ls designed to serve as 
gudelines !or our relationB with newly-elected Vietnamese lead•rs in immediate 
post-election period. 

1. The newly-elected Vietnamese govermne%lt can be expected to focus on only 
a few major problems in. its early months. In order to contribute to the new 
government's capability and to assist it in gaining the confidence of the South 
Vietnamese people. the United States must limit. d·rastically the number of 
program goals which it presses the f..mew government to carry £orward. The 
e:stablishment of a lbnlted number of ptioalty programs for pursuing at the top 
level with the Vietnamese governmilant will not affect the continuing lower-level 
advisory and assistance efforts with Vietnamese officials. These lower-level 
e~orts showd continue as effeetlvely as possible. Nevertheless, careful 
scrutiny must be malntained by the U.S. misslon to ensure that routine, day­
to-day U.S. advisory- efforts do not cut off the high priority program objectives. 

a. The following criteria have been used t:o establish a suggested list of 
prlority program o'bjectivt!s: 

a. U.S. press,ue and/or resources can measurably affect program 
bnplernenta.tion within a few months; 

b. The program objectlves have a significant domeetfo U. s. and inter­
national impact; and 

c. They genuinely contribute to building the Vietnamese political structure 
and to gaining popular confidence in the new government. 

3. In addition to recommending a li.st of priority program objectlves. specific 
measures within those program objectives are suggested to make up an nlmpact 
program" which can be implemented within the first few months of the new 

·government's tenure. Another proposed feature of the "impact programtt would 
be to have the newly-elected president or his prime minister, in announcing the 
"impact program,. " indicate that he was submitting it to the National Assembly 

~11:E'l! 
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for its support. An.other possibility might be for the new president to announce 
the 11impact program,. before a joint sessi~n of the new Assembly. (Note: "'fie 
have not included revolutionary ~evelopm.ent ·or Project Takeoff in priority 
program objectives set forth below on asstµnptlon government of.Viet Nam 
reorganization of revolutionary development in ef(ect le under way and that 
revolutionary development program will remain oilgoing program. of high 
prlority. We will leave it to Mission to det.ermlne how "project Takeoff" 
should be factored into "impac.t program.•·•) 

4. While our Mission could be working on this- "impact program" with the 
new president immediately after the elections are validated., its announcement 
would presumably have to awalt the president's inauguration., probably .in early 
October. While it might be preferable ·ln theo·ry to await the convening of the 
new Lower House, this will not occur at least until ea·rly November, and 
constitutionally the present Assembly assumes the functions of the Assembly 
after tk,e inauguration of the President and until the new Assembly 1n vonvened. 
The newly-elected Upper House might be installed by the time the President 
ls inaugurated or shortly thereafter. In sUDl, the proposed "impacf/program" 
could be launched sometlm.e during the first two weeks in October even. i£ real 
legislative action on it can11ot begin until early November. This would take 
full psychological advantage of the new government 0£ Viett~am•B inauguration 
and assure maximum domestic u. s. impact while tbe U.S. Congress ls still 
in session. 

5. Priority program objectives: 

a. Broadening .the government. Th.is would include revamping and 
broadening the Cabinet, appointing competent clvlllan leaders from among the 
defeated candidates to approp.rlate government positions. dev~loping constructive 
and effective relationships with the Assembly and organizing political pa:rtles. 

(1) "hnpact 'eroposals. (a} The President will appoint a broadly based 
government. (b) The President will ask the As.aembly to prepare a political 
party law as one of the first items of its business to be promulgated within three 
months. The law should leave room for partlclpatlon by a peaceful Viet Cong, 
perhaps under another name. 

b. Improvement of the armed forces. This would include fairer and more 
effective dependent, survivor and disabled veterans• benefits, lower draft a_ge, 
improced merit promotion system, and more effective punitive measures for 
soldiers who .mistreat the ci-vllian populace. · 

SEGRE~e,.. 
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(1) 0 Impact" proposal. The new President will call on the military 
leaders to propose an improved merit prmnotlon system £or· offlcerr, and non­
commissioned officers which can·be launched within three :months. The 
proposal will also include a mllltary Insp•ctorate aimed at ensuring proper 
treatment of civil popw.ace by soldiers. as well as other actions already in 
train, such as hlg~er pay scales £or regional forces /popular forces. 

i>~ Reduction of corruption. This would include the dismissal and 
appropriate punishment of corrupt civiUan and military officials at all levels, 
the establishment of an Inspectorate to carry out the program, and the adoption 
of leglslatlon provldlng for apPropriate pwdshments fo,: using public office for 
private gain. 

(1) "Iffipact11 proposal. The new President will establish,. in conjunction 
with the Assembly, the Inspectorate provided for in the Constltu.tion and will 
appoint a prominent civilian, perhaps a defeated candidate, to head it. (The 
U.S. .Mission should work very closely with the Inspectorate,. should press !or 
joint lnapeetlons whe·n U~ s. funds or· programs are involved, and should relate 
ln appr·oprlate ca.sea. U. s. p,:ogram.s to the Vietnamese g·overmnent' s performance, 
based on the Inspectorate•s findings. ) 

d. National reconciliation and Chieu Hol. This would include a m.eanlqiful 
revitalization and implementation. of the national reconclllatlon and Chieu Hoi 
programs. 

(1) "Im.pact" proposal. The Presldent will reaffirm the national 
reconclllation proclanl&tion of April 19, 1967 and the ChieuHoi prog·ram. o! April 17, 
1963, specifically assuring th.at the constitutional government belongs to all 0£ 
the South Vietnamese people, that those who lay down their arms on the enemy 
.side will .have th•lr political and economic rights restored. The President will 
also announce the formation of a National Reconciliation Commission under the 
Minister of Information and Chleu Hoi to be composed of promlnent Vietnames.e 
and to recolll.tt.tend actions to implement the National Reco.nciUation program. 
One of the Comm.lesion's most im:poxita.nt and urgent tasks will be to make 
recommendations to the government within three months regarding the political 
future of the Viet Cong and the Natlonal Llbera.tioa Force if they agree to give 
up armed f'o:ree. 

e. Peace initlat_lves. This will require careful study and full co.nsult.atlon 
with the Manila Powers, and will be dealt with separately. 

f. Land reform and economic development. This wlll inc.lude continuing 
economic stabilization measures as necessary but with more emphasis on 
econoxnic development planning for the future• 

. ~ 
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(1) "Impact" proposal. The Presldent would announce the appoint­
ment of a full-time Econonrle Developmeitt Planning Commission, whose duties 
would lnclude -early pl!'epalatlon of a development progi-am. He would also 
announce .f'ox- immediate implementation land reform measur-es, consistent 
with Mlsalon•s forthcomlng dlsauasion with government of Viet Nam, such as: 
the forgiveness of back rents and taxes on land retaken from Viet Cong control 
or ior tenants who have escaped from Viet Cong control to return to their land; 
calling fdi' the government to protect existing tenancy ln contested areas where 
security is expanding; and asking that village authorities be given expanded 
adtr..ti.nistrative and taxing respon&lbllities in land affairs as security is re­
establisheil. (The latter measure may require As,sembly action.) 

g. Manpower and mobilization. This would include measures to 
rationalize Vietnamese personnel resources, including the development of 
proper ratios as betwe-en l'egular, paramilitary, and police forces. 

(1) 0 Impact" proposal. The Pre,aident will ask the Mlnleter of 
De.fense for recommendations wlthln three months to regularb;e deferments. 
(Other elements of this proposal would include measures recon1mended in 
Ambassador'l.ocke's forthcoming manpower study proposals.) 

/s/ Rusk 

https://adtr..ti


Saturday. September Z, 1.967 
9:45 a. m. 

Mr. President.: 

Th-e action you instructed was 

taken. 

W. W. Roatow 

Saigon 935 (CAS CHANNEL) 

-SECRET -

WW.Rostow:rln 
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Saturday, September 2, 1967 
CON! IDElSITIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Dep.uty Ambassador Locke's Visit to Washington 

Gene Locke will be returning to Washington with the election 
observers. 

He brings a number of items for discussion here -- the Mission's 
"Blueprint for Viet-Nam," a study of Viet-Nam's manpower problem and 
recommendations, etc. 

His visit should provide an opportunity for getting our story across 
to the press and public. This can be done in press conferences, back­
grounders, calls on the leadership and key Congressmen on the Hill, 
appearance on a national TV program, etc. 

If he calls on the President (which I would recommend), he could 
then meet the press in the West Lobby or Rose Garden. This would be a 
chance for him to summarize his views of where we stand in Viet-Nam. 

We should get a -cable off to him tomorrow to indicate that he 
should prepare for the above. I would appreciate your guidance. 

W, vt. Rostow 

I will see Locke 

Arrange press conference 
afterward 

Make appointments with key 
Congressional leaders 

Try to encourage a TV 
interview (Meet the Press, 
or the like) 

DETe:AlffltED ·To ai~AN lD•MJTM~ 
MARKING. c ,._\NCELLED PEA e .o . ~, :is~Arrange backgrounder for sec. 1.3 ArtO II RCt'H"VJ&T•''S MeM0 al 

White House press corps MAR. 1a. ~9~. 

av 4§<. 



Saturday, September 2. 1967 

Mr. Pres,ident: 

Here· is the latest CIA report on the 
high level of Communist terr.01t in South 
Vietnam .• 

No significant. :reduction in voter 
turn-out is expected despite the terror. 

W. W. Rostow 
WWR:BKS:jah 



' 

.

_

. cSE.CRBT' 5 
I 

•:. 
·. NO Fc;>REION DlSSEM/CONTROLl:,,ED DlSSEM/BACKCROUND USE ONLYI 

' 

. ! .. 
. ,•• .. :· . . • • •' ,·. I . 1; •:; 

No. 1262 , I 
f . : , •. , · : / ' 

I 

CENTRAL 1NTE-LLIGENCE AGENCY 
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j ·:·· Vietnant -Electi.ons Situation ~eport No. ·. 1 I . 

"j l l 

I. ,, 
SUMMARY 

l· :i' The CIA Station in Saigon. advises tha.t t.he VC have ap1,arently lea.1·ned a · 
!I· lt-'lsso11 f.roin la.et: yoar'a fiasco wl1e1l tbe.y adve,:otised t.hat: they would smash the 
j· · Constituten\ Assembly elections and act:ually did v~ry l.i.tt:la.. This time th~y art~ · 

promising loss and·doing mar.a. Tho rmmbt,r of significa_nt.. incid_ents of Comm.unist 
· viol,mce b n·ow at least three or fou.r. dm.8s no1·h1al and wE,il abe>ve last year ts · 
·.p -i-~-t'lec.Uon .l~vel·. Signif.icanl enemy ,,.ini1:iat~d ae,UvU-.y has in~rease.d during the 

W~'!>.ek throughout Sou.t:h Vietnam. While none of this recent activity ha.s had the ! .. ' • 
· itnpa.ct o_f t·h<' oadiet' shelling of Can Tho, the a.ssualt on Quang Ngai, or the 

·, 

aU:a.d" on Thang Binh District headquarters, recent te:rrorist. a.ctions do show 
the <-nemy's <:apabilHy t.o hit t_he p.eople. To dat~. however,. we have seen no 
E\vid~.nce that thi8 t:er. rorism is l.ik<-.ly 1:o cau·se a significant r.o~du.ction in voter _ 

·. · tu.r.n~out• . 

* 

_ . 1, . Sai.go_!!t The Combin~d Sccut·ity Conm.1.ittee has a 1.•~por.t 1.hat. VC 
ca<.lJ~o ope~ating in the Saigon area wU.l she.11 thP- cif-y on the~ night of z,.3 Sc~pt~mbe1·. 
An a1•tilla1~y _attack wll.1 a-tart at 0500 houi·s 011. 3 Sept<~mber {1700 hou1"s, i S~ptembo1· 

. i Washi.11gl:on t:inie) against: sensitive ittst.al.l.ationA i.n the Capital, especially po:Uing! 
booths. h\ support. o( the attack VC s1.,eciat 1nissio11. c.adres will. set off <•.xpl6sion.a 
sim\lltancously at 1mtne1·ous polling places in ordor to _preven1: election parti~ipation. 

z.._ In the p·a.st 72. hours, t.he1·et- have be.en t.w<~lve terrorist il'\cidonts ii1. t_he 
Saigon a~-ea, resulting ·in l VC deacl, 2 US dead,. l.8 VN wounded and 3 US wo,und<~d. 
E1ght of _those i.nddents, b1cludhtg fou,: involving US personnel, t:ool< place d~.rin.g 
t:h~ night of t.z Septe1nber. - All US personnel killed and ono of the US woun~ed were 
in Cbolol\ -~r~&.i whic\\ US person1\~l.. ba.<l b~.en. wa.l'ne.d to a.void,,. ·l 

.!' I 
. smcaE1· ·; 
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CL . ·_,·:( .Eli ···.~:-., :'_:· ·\{;';{//'.:.·· -~- · . . , . . . 

E.O. 129.. s;/Scc.· --:·6 ·._·_. _·· .': ·;·; .r; ::tt·i·.. f. 
·A-.,i,.;-/ . - - -~,.:,~t,4.-;;.\•.;:,.~ .....;. .' ·. ,·..\ .NLJ/4,e {_ v~..- . _, .... ~ ... . ,. ~ t,,,.. ..... ~"J·.,.' "_· _,,~,.·.· ··~?- ~:-- ~~ _ ~1BY, dmt, --· NARA .- ~4¾iiJ~~~;f --~~!~ ~-~~-~ r.:·. 

•J#i- :_~:~~ 1'._~ ~- : ,; .:: .:jc::~~:~;::•" ~:'.: ,,~ > > C 

·.:.~:..:. u . ;~- f . 
l' • ::t_ ·-I .... 

https://l.ik<-.ly
https://itnpa.ct
https://W~'!>.ek
https://lNTE_LLIOEN.CE


,

·

~

' .I ~ 

NO FOREIGN DISSEM/CONTitOLLED DISSEM/BAGKGROUND USE ONLY 

.. . :S.. Ge11<?t.'al: In I Corps., all major popula.tion ccn1te1·s except Quang Tri 
, n. . :; wer~ atl'ack<•-d durittg flHa. pa.st week.. Th.or.a was a sha:rp i .n.c1"r.-,asc in attacks by 

:1 · i j ,~e aJ.ong the <.'oast. or II Corps,: pl'opaga.n.da, t~rror.isrn, and sahc>tago were 
·., ;,, . evident in III Corps, and indiscriminate 1~~1ning of roads and sh<tlling o! civilians 

:;l~.s t:he rulo in IV Corps, In the pe:dod Z6 tbr.ough. 31 Auguai:, t.her~ were 3Z4 
i11cidc.n1u, compar<!d to th~ weekly average tor. 1967 \1{ 478 but. a. bl,tt.er indk.a.tor 
c1f the in.tonsit.y i.s the level of ac.tivi.t.y a.s meas\u·~d by the increase in ass;a.\.ll1:s, 

. attacks by {fre, lddna1>ping. and 1ni.ni11g. 

4. · 1 Corps: In the past: Z4 hours I Corps repox-t.ed the kidnapping c,( a. 
ha~·nlet c.l,ic~f; 1Z subc!hie·fs, ancl SZ civilians n(~ai- Hoi An. for tlrn thircl' g1·oup 
~.bcluction. in the area. Also in. the 1-l<:>i An area,. a r~set:tl.cmcnt camp was 
r,-:·() rlar(:d reaolt:in.g in one killed, on.a woun.d~d~ a.nd the d~atruction of 50 houses. 

5~ In 11 Corps, a poll.ing- pla.cc1 was attack~d a.ncl burnc,d at Song Cau 
with t.hl'"<lP. wounded., NAal· Tuy Hoa a baae. camp was a.t:C:ack~d and an. arf:illcl'y = 

· . p(>:>'iti.on was mo1:t.ared. The Dien ·Khanh District hr..adquar.ters, I{hanl1 Hoa 
P :c( jvin.ce. was au·.ackt•d by an unknow11·11umber 0£ ~11C1my wit:h hand. thrown 
cha.r.g(u, killing two civilians and ,votmding 30. Thr. Du Long Distr.ict Hq~. an.d 
MACY Team No .. · 39, Ninh Thuan. received smitll arms· and mort.a.r £ire killing 
on.<'!:- <:.i.vilian. a1,d wo,mdit1g 9~ · I 

6. In !I_! Co1~ps, te1·rorism and sabotag~ in. tl1~ pa.Rt: day iflclu.cled 
cll~1.c.mat:ion of a bike bomb in B~n Cat. Binl1 Duong P1·ovi11ce, wounding 17 
d .vilians ar1d two AR.VN. ln Hau Hghia., Di.nh '" Lon.g~ and Bien. Hoa Provin<'es, 
highways 1, 13, and. 15 were interdi.ctod by mi.n.ing 0£ bridges a.ttd c\ll~~rts .. 

7. lV C,2.!]~S r.eport:li a civiliall bus det·onaLin.g ·a n,i.ne in Dinh Tuong wit.h 
ca~n,altios of: 10 civilians klll"d· and 15 woundod. Aloo in. Dinh Tuong two bridges 
~· ·re dash'<Jyod alc,ng· highway 4. 1n Vinh Long,. Tra An Dio(:rict: t.owt'\. was 
m.orl.arcd with 15 c-.lvil lane wouudod. 
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S7~TE/01R NMCC/Mc NIC (HENORICn~vN) 00/1 EXO 

~Ls m1u.cr1n1 cC1nt.a.1na 1nrormntlon aaccuni: tho Nat.lona.1 Dc!cn~ ot tho 'Onit.cd s~i.r.. wU.hln \bo meanlns: ot the l!aplon~o I.Awa. nuo U. o..a.c. 
Sec.&. iUJ a.nc1 'iP-4, U14 &.n.nuniMOll or na•olAUon ot wbleh in IUlf manner to &11 unauc.hcr1Zlod pcnon 1a prohlbU-i bJ' La.w, 

THIS IS AN INFORMATlON REPORT. NOT FINAL.LY EVALUATED INTEL.1..JGENCE. 

DIST 1 SEPTEMBER 1967E.O. 3.6 
COUNTRY NORTri Vl CTN AM LJ ~.:=..-~-="-'---

By teJ--)"9,01 
001 3 - 8 AUG~ST 1967 ..-.........-..-

SUBJECT ROAD CONDITIONS AND EDMBING Efr~CTS IN THE VICINITY OF HANOI 

ACQ FIEl.O NO. 

SCURCE 

TO STATE NO DI STR I MlON EXCE?T TJ ThOMh~ L. HUGHES 

ro DIA EXCLUSIVE FOR GENERAL CARROL-

TO NMCC/MC EXCLUSIVE FOR ARMY ACS l, GENERAL YAREOROUGH; 

NAVY CN I, ADM IRALL.FLU CKEY; 

AIR FORCE AFClN, GENERAL THOMAS 

TO NSA S<CLUS l VE FOR GENERAL CARTER 

SU~RY. CUR I NG THE PER l OD 3-8 AUGUST 196:J ~EMBERS OF THE Fl fTri RUSSELL 

TR!8UN,!..i.. lNVESTIGATION i~M WERE EXCORTED TO CITIES lN THE VICINITY OF HANOl TO 1H'rrNESS 

T~E eet-.'t8 DAMAGE. ALL OF TnElR TRAVELING WAS CONE AT NlGl1T :Sf AUTOMJBILE. THE ROADS OVER 

WHIC.Y T~E'-:' TRAVELED WERE IN A BAD STATE OF' REPAIR ANO lN H'tNY PLACES COULD NOT 8E USO SY A 

• 
fcla .1.s1~cctton I 

https://FINAL.LY
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VEH ICLE LARGER THAN A SMALL TRUCK. A VI ITNAMESE OFFICIAL SAID THAT ROADS l N THE AREA 

SURROUNDING NAM DINH Cln' WERE SO BAO THAT IT WAS BECOMING INCREASINGLY DlFrlCULT FOR 

SAM MISS 1LE TRANSPORTERS TO M:>VE FROM PLACE TO PLACE. END Or SUMMARY. 

l. IN EARLY AUGUST SEVE~AL MEMBERS OF !HE FIFTH RUSSELL 

TRIBU~AL INVESTIGATION TEAM iERE TAKEN ON GUIDED TOURS OF BbMBED 

CIT!ES I~ THE HANOI VICINITY. THE FIRST TRIP TOOK PLACE ON 3 AUGUST 

WHE~-- THE TRIBUNAL MEMBERS WERE DRIVEN FROM HA'"'rnr TO 'rHE TOWN OF SON 

TAY ~OHTH ~EST OF HANOI ON ROUTE llA. THEY WERE ACCOMPAINED ON THIS 

TRIP BY CG~C~EL HA VAN LAU WHO HAD BEE~ TriE SENIOR NOR~H VIETNAMESE 

REPR~SI=:NT AT IVE A! THE RECE~"T STOCKHOLM PEACE CONFERENCE. THE TR IP 

WAS ~ADE A! NIGHT. ABOUT 10 KILOMETERS FROC~ HANOI THE GROUP PASSED 

TE~ SAM ~ISSILE TRA~SPORTERS WITH MISSILfS WHICH WERE APPARENTLY 

STOPPED FOR REPAIRS TO THE TrtANSPOR!ERS. IN THE AREA FROM 11-20 

Kii..Or'JETERS FROM HANOI ON ROUTE l .lA THERE ~ERE NUMEROUS CONVENTIONAL 

A~A I~SlALLAT~JNS NEAR THE ROAD. ABOUT 22 KILOMETERS FROM HANOI THE 

ROAD WAS BADLY CRATERED NEAR A DAM WHICH APPEARED TO BE INTACT. THE 

G~:~? WAS TAKEN TO BAT LAI VILLIAGE, QUA~G QAl DISTRICT, HA TAY 

~~:VINCE WHICH THEY WERE TOLD HAD BEEN SOMBED WITH CLUSTER BOMB UNITS 

u~'- 25 JULY AL~O l AUGUST. NINE PERSON~ '.tJE~E SAID TO HAVE BEEN KILLED 

A~J 29 wou~DED. THE VILLAGE ~AS QUIT~ REMOTE AND HAD NO APPARENT 

lclauurcatton1 (dusem ccmt7"0u I 
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MILITARY SIGNIFICANCE. 

2. O~ THE WIGHT OF 5 AUGUST THE GROUP WAS DRIVEN FriOM HANOI TO 

NAM DI~H CITY. THEY WERE ACCOMPANIED ON THIS TRIP BY PHAM VAN 

SAC, WHO IS VICE PRESIDENT OF THE VIETNAMESE WAR CkIMES INVESTIGATION 

TEA~ IN HANOI AND ALSO A JUDGE IN THE CITY OF HANOI. THE ROAD 

iETwEZl~ HM•OI AND NAM Dit~r. WAS lN A VERY BAD STATE OF REPAirt 

BECAUSE OF SDMB DAMAGE AND IN SOME PLACES IT WAS NECESSA~Y TO DRIVE 

BESIDE TH~ FORMER ROADBED. THE GROUP SAW MEDlUM SIZED TRUCKS WHICH 

HAD BECOME STUCK TRYING TO ?ASS BOMB DA~AGE ON S0ME OF THE STEEP 

CURVES BESIDE THE FORMER ROADBED. THE rOLLOWING MORNING PHAM VAN 

BAC DISCUSS~D ROAD CONDITIONS WITH THE TRIBUNAL GROUP AND SAID THAT 

TH~ ~CADS I~ THE NAM DINH AREA WERE IN VCHY BAD SHAPE AND THAT IT 

WAS BECOM:NG INCREASI~GLY DIFFICULT FOR TkE SAM MISSILE TRA~SPORTERS 

Tu GET FROM PLACE TO PLACE. 

3. THE TRIBUNAL GROUP VIS~IED NAM Dl~h CITY ON 6 AUGUST. !HEY 

WERi TOLD IHA! 3~-40 PER CENT OF THE TOWN HAD BEEN DESTROYED BY BOMi-

I NG AND !H:E GROUP AGREED WITH THIS £.ST:~·A!E. A-FI£r:- OBSERVING !,"1E CI'I'Y. 

DESCRIBED !HE TOWN AS "EMPTY" AND 1',3~):llt/ 

SA!~ ALL LARGE HOUSES HAD EITHER BEE~ DESTROYED OR DAMAGED. THE 

R.::~1jAINI1~G INHA8IIAN!S LOOKED TIRED AND OE?RES~ED.) PHAM VAN SAC 

SAID THAT THE TOWN HAD A P~ACETIME POPULATION OF 93,000 BUT DID NOT .,. 
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SAY wm:u:: TEE FORMZR nraA:BIWlrS HAD BEEN RELOCAT"~. BAC SAID THAT 106 RE3IDZIIlS OF 

l~-l DI:Ui HAD :Br:~I~ KIIJrEP 3Y EOMBS IN 1965 AND 1966 JED ~ 34 RAD BZEU iCTIJ,ED nl 

DESPITE VL!.'TNAMESE CLAJl-IB TO ~ COm!BARY, 

T~ 'Jfil:BUNAI. l~-mERS PRIVATELY CONCLUDED THAT C:!VILillR CASUALTIES W\.D N~ m=Ii 

'5EAVY IN NluV. Dnm. ) 

4. 0~ IriE NIGHT OF 8 AUGUST THE GROUP, SIILL ACCOMPANIED BY PHAM 

VA~ BAC, WAS DRIVE~ FROM PriU LY CITY TO NINH BINH CITY. THE ROAD 

a::::-w::E~ 1:iE TWO CITIES CROS3£S TAAM so~~G DA'! RIVER TWICE AND AT BOTH 

CROSSI~G3 THE BRIDGES HAD SEE~ BOMBED OUT AND PONTOON 3kIDGES WERE IN 

us~. AT THE FIRST CROSSING ABOUT 15 KILO~ETEkS FROM NINH BINH 

Tri~ PONTOOi~ SRIDG~ WAS !WC LA~E AND tRAFrlC WEN! !HROUGli WITH LITTLE 

D~~AY. HOWEVER, THE PO~!OON BRIDGE AT TH£ CRCSSING ABOUT 10 KILO­

tt'lE:7~.qs FROri'1 i~INH SINH WAS ONE LANE AND ~E?RESENTED A CONSIDERABLE 

60TTL:: NECK. 

5. !H~OUGHOUT THE PERIOD 3-8 AUGUST WHEN THE TRIBUNAL MEMBERS 

WE~E TRAVELI~G BY CAR AT NIGHT THEY FREQUENTLY PASSED LABORERS 

WORKI~G 0~ THE ROADS. THEY WERE TOLD EY PHAM VAN SAC AND COLONEL 

HA VAN LAU THAT SPECIAL "ShOCK BRIGADES" HAD BEEN CREATED TO HANDLE 

ROAD DAMAGE. THESE BRIGADES ARE MADE UP OF PERSONS WHO LIVE 

I~ THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY OF KEY ROADS AND !HEY ARE SUPPOSED IO BE 

AVM!LABLE rOR ROAD REPAIR WORK IMMEDIATELY AF!~R A oOMBING ATTACK. 
2 :.'. 

1 l 

• 
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CITE-s~ 
E.O. .6 01ST 1 SEPTEMBER l~7 . 

J~UZ2----- 3_ ·_ 
zmRTE VIETNAM By @ Wl. , N ateJ -;9,o; 

OCl ll - 23 AUGUST 1967 

Emmnm OF TEE CAU LONG :BIEN BRIDGE IN HANOI ON ll AUGUST AND THE 

·~.=.i:.CT OF ~ '7.wSING crF 'mE mcrDGE ON 'I!RANSPORTATJ:ON m HANOI 

ACQ fJB.D NO. 

NO DISTRIBUTION. EXCEPT 'ro THOMAS L. iIUGBES 

TO DIA EXCLUSIVE FOR GENERAL CARROLL 

TO NMCC/MC EXCLUSIVE FOR ARMI ACSI, G2NERAL Y.AlmOROUGR; 

NAVY mn:, ).Ll-n:RAL FilJCXE'? 

TO NSA EXCLUSIVE FOR GENERAL C!-3~ 

5 5 
~ 4 
~ 3 

2 
1 
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l. ON ll AUGUST~ CAU LONG m:EN :BRIDGE cmoo!CTJNG RA1IOI A1ID 'S GIA LAM AREA 

ACRGSS TEE BED RIVER YAS l30MBED. ~ BRIDGE CROSSES Pl, ISI.ABD II~ :BED RIVER AIID 

ABOUI' FORTY ME'I!::RS CF THE :BRIDGE SURFACE ~Jlmi TEE ISLAND .Alm Gil LAM WAS COMPLE'lZLY 

DESTROYED WHILE ANOTHER TliIRTY ME'I!ERS OF 'lSE StlRFACE WAS SEvEBEL! !ES!l!ED. 'lEERE ARE 

13 SETS OF BRIDGE PI::RS BET'llEEN TEE IS~'1D Am> '!SE GIA I.AM SlDE aE !EE RIVER k,:O 'mz 

?.u:.H.S ARE AI.'ll:RNATrvELY SINGLE, 'ImlV DOUI3U, TBE?l SINGLE, E'l'C. WBH:lillz FROM '!SE 

ISLAND SIDE 'mWARDS GIA LAM TEE NO PIEES m ~ FOURTH LINE (c '?B SECOIID DOUBLE SET 

OF :P:I:ERS) WERE DESTROIED BY TEE EOMBJ:NG. ONE OF TEE T;-10 PIERS WAS CCMPL.:.-m.Y DZS'mO'YED AR 

'mE O'I'EEa IS VISIBI.E AEOVE TEE SURFACE OP~ WMER EtJT DOES llOT ~ '28::! BRIDGE. AS 

OF 22 AUGOST 'Im:RE W.AS NO INDICATION '!!HAT ~ VIE'mAr~ RAD KADE J1lr EFFORT 'ro REPAIR 
.. 

TEE BRlDG!:: ITSEU' AU!tiOUGR WORKMEN lIAD REPT-ACED Tm: POWER AND Et;BCT91'.C LINES CEOSS!NG 

'!HE :ERIDGE 'inr!Cli :EAD BEEN DES'l!ROIED WEEN ~ :BRIDGE WAS l:OMBED. 

2. s:c~cm ll AUG'tJST TRAFFIC CEOSS!NG Tm: RED Rr'1ER AT '?HE mrIIXZ AAS l3EEN 

R&"'IDLED EY ~-10 OW FEERY :BOATS, EA~ ~ A :BARGE-LT;<E EC~. ~ FERRIES CARRY 

P!u-VATE INDIVIDUALS AS WELL AS VERICI.ES tlP 1'0 AED INCLUDING MEDIDK SIZED ~UQ{S. 

:BACKLOGS OF 'mUCX 'l!RAFFIC OF AS MANI AS 4o ve:a1,:1:FS WEEE OESERVED Oli!O'm SIDES OF 

'Im: Rm DURING TEE PERIOD ll - 2'2 AUGUST, ml'? 'lSE :BACXLOCS llEVEB JP.Pu..dED 'l'O RAVE 

REACSD A ~ SZVEEE S~GE ANO mUALLY DISAP.PEARED DURmG m: DAY. THE FEEEI:S 

WERE RAV:uiG 502£ ,mom MANEUVERING l!ECAmE OF ~ !)mJ:~ OE DING :BARGES AGAINST 

'l~TE: RIVER ~i 'l!EEY FRE~UENTI.Y ~ ~ A?m In '?BE CUBBEl'l:l: OF 'lSE RIVER AID 
4 
3 
2 
l . 
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THE~ I~ CRCSSING. TWO OTHER OLD FERRY BOATS WERE TIED UP ALONG THE 

RIV~R BANX BU! DID NOT APPEAR TO BE IN USE. SMALL CRAfT TRAFFIC 

ACROSS THE RIVER DID NOT NOTICEABLY INCREASE AFTER THE BRIDGE WAS CUT. 

3. SOURCE COMMENT: ULTIMATE SOURCE WAS FRANKLY SURPRISED THAT NO 

A?PAR~NT EFFORT WAS MADE TO USE SMALL BOATS OR SAMPAN TYPE CRAFT TO 

TRANSPORT PEOPLE ACROSS THE RIVER. HE WAS ALSO SURPRISED THAT THERE 

DID NOT APPEAR TO BE ANY MAJOR BLOCKAGE OF TRUCK TRAFFIC. HE VISITED 

!H~ HANOI WATERFRONT ALMOST DAILY BETWEEN 11 AUD 22 AUGUST AND DID 

NOT DETECT A~Y SIGNS OF EFFORTS TO BUILD ALTERNATE MEANS OF CROSSING 

!.HE ~IVER, SUCH AS PONTOON BRIDGES. SEVERAL VIETNAMESE NOTED THAT THE 

RIVER IS ~UITE HIGH AT THIS TIME OF YEAH AND !HA! IT WOULD BE 

DIFFICULT TO 3UILD AND MAINTAIN A PONTOON BRIDGE. 

4- FI~~D DISSEM: NONE 

REPORT CLASS 

5. 

NMCC/MC, NSA~ NIC. 

CC~ENT. ADVANCE COPIES SENT ELECTRICALLY TO EXO, STATE, DIA, 

5 

3 
2 
l 

5 
4 
3 
2 
1 
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COUNTRY NORTH V I ETNAM LJ;& 
By C✓futl , te3,;.9~o1 

DOI 5 AUGUST 1967 

SUBJECT Ofr I CI AL NORTH VI ETNAMESE BR I Er ING FOR FORE: l GNERS C11 tl>RTii Vl ETNAM' S DI KE 

SYSTE~ AND ALLEGED AMERICAN AIR ATTACKS AGAINST THE DIKES 

ACQ fla.D NO. 

SOURCE 

TO STATE NO D I STR l arr lON EXCEPi TO THOMi:.S L. HUGHES 

TO DlA EXCLUS lVE FOR GENERAL CARROLL 

TO NMCC/MC EXCLUS l VE f'OR ARMY ACS 1, GENERAL YAREOROUGH; 

NA'ff ON l, ADM lRAL Fl.UCKEY; 

AIR FORCE AFC1N1 GENERAL THOMAS 

TO NSA EXCLUS 1VE FOR GENERAL CARTER 

SUMMARY • ON 5 AUGUST 1967 PHAM MY, TiiE NORTI-l VI EJ"?Wt£S£ VI CE MIN ISTER OF 

HYD~OLOGY, DESCRIBED THE DEVELOPMENT OF TiiE NORTH V\E!NAMESE DlKE SYSTEM TO fHE MEMBERS or 

A V!SlifNG fOREIGN 0!::LEGATION. Mf CHARGED THAT AMERICAN AIRCRAfT AAVE BED.I SYSTEMATICALLY 

• 
rctiu,it'icatfon, 
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6:jiYi8iNG Tht: DIKES F'OR AU-OST TW) YEARS. HE a.AIMED THE VIETNAMESE HAVE DEVELOPED A SYSTEM 

. FOR RAP!DLY R:?~IRtrlG TH~ DIKES AND ARE BJILDING PARALLEL DIKES IN KEY AREAS IN PREPARATION 

fCR INC~FASED AM81CAN ATTACKS ON EXISTING DIKES. 

, • ON 5 AUGUST THE tl>RTH VIETNAMESE VICE MINISTER or HYDROLOGY, PHAM MY, BRIEFED A 

'!!SITING FOREIGN DELEGATION ON TiiE NORTH VIETNAM DIKE SfSTEM. MY SUPPORTED HIS BRIEFING 

wri1-i Cl-iARTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS ANO WAS OOTri COOVINCJNG ANO OBVIOUSLY VERY SERIOUS THROUGHOUT 

TI-!E rv4£~lNG. HE BEGAN HIS TALK WITH A SHORT BRIEFING ON THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT Of THE 

jJOR1H VIETNAMESE DIKE SYSTEM, NOTING THAT PRIOR TO THE MID-1950~ IT WAS NOT UNUSUAL F'OR 

RICE GRO'NtNG AREAS OF THE RED RIVER DELTA TO 8£ INUNDATED rOR PERIOD OF UP TO TiiREE YEARS. 

tHE' ~RTI-f Vt ETNAMZSE AGRARIAN REFORM PROGRAM BEGAN IN THE MlD-19505 ANO THE PRESENT O I KE 

SYSTEM DEVE1.0PE:D A7 THE SAME TIME. THE DEi.TA AREA AND THE SURROUNDING PLAIN WHERE THE DIKE 

SYSTEM \S CONCENTRATED NCM CONTAINS NINE MILLION PEOPLE ANO nu: POPULATION OENSITI VARIES 

FROM 600 ro 1500 PER SQUARE KILOMETER. EIGHlY PERCENT OF' nu: RICE GROJING AREA IN OORTH 

VlEnJAM IS NCJ../ ARTIF"ICIALLY IRRtGATW AND THIS IS POSSIBLE BECAUSE Of' THE DIKE SYSTEM. TI-IE 

NORTH VtETNAMESE ARE WELL AWARE Of' THE VULNERABILITY OF TiiE DIKES TO AIR ATTACK AND ARE 

/\1AK lNfr AN EFFORT TO INSURE TiiAT TI-IE SYSTEM WILL BE SECURE AGAINST SUCH ATTACK. THE 

Af-'"ER lCANS HAVE BEEN BJMB ING TiiE O I KES F'OR THE PAST T't.'O YEARS AND THE CURRENT VIETNAMESE 

WERTISE FOR REPAIRING DAMAGED DIKES HAS DEVELOPED AS A RESULT Of' TI-11S B'JMBlNG. THE 

VIETNAMESE HAVE INSTITUTED A SYSTEM WHSqEBY REPAIR MATERIALS ANO LAOOR BRIGADES ARE 
5 

~ AVA lLA87_E l~EDIATELY IN MANY KEY AREAS. TiiEY ARE THUS ABLE TO BEGIN REPAIRING THE 
-
: 0 u~e-s AU-OST AS SOON AS TI-IE A I RCRAF"T LEAVE TI-IE SCENE. THEY HAVE ALSO STARTED 

5 
4 
3 
2 
l 
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CONSTRUCTION Of St-:ALLER DIKES PARALLEL TO KEY DIKES B.JT ON HIGHER GROUND SO TI-fAT ANY MA~R 

EOMB DAMAGE TO KEY DIKES WI LL AFFECT ONLY A SMALL AREA AS niE: WATER RELEASED WI LL AGAIN BE 

CONTAINED WHEN lT REACHES THE LEVEL OF' TI-IE PARALLEL DIKE. 

2. MY CLAIMED THAT THERE WERE 55 AMERICAN AIR ATTACKS SPECIFICALLY AGAINST DIKES IN 

~966 AND THAT THERE HAVE BEEN 36 SUCH ATTACKS SO F"AR IN 1967. THESE ATTACKS HAVE BEEN 

DIRECTED PRIMARILY AGAINST TiiE REGIONS NEAR TI-IE TRA LY RIVER IN THAI BINH PROVINCE AND THE 

NINH CO RIVER lN NAM HAN PROVINCE. OOMBS Or UP TO 3,000 POONOS HAVE BEEN USED IN THESE 

ATTACKS. MY EXHIBlTED TO THE GROUP BEFORE ANO AFTER PHOTOGRAPHS WHICH HE SAID SHOWED 

CERTAIN DIKES DAMAGED BY OOM83 AND THE SAME. DIKES AFTER THEY HAO BEEN REPAIRED. 

3. COMMENT. TI-iE OORTH VIETNAMESE BRIEFIN" WAS PROBABLY A PART OF AN 

EFFORT TO cmIV!NC.:: VISITORS THAT TI-IE UNITED STATES WAS <DNOOCTING A PROGRAM TO DESTROY 

NORTH VIETNAM CIKES. NEVERTHELESS, THE INDIVIOOAL WHO ATTENDED THE BRIEFING WAS CONVINCED 

THE NORTrif VIETNAMESE WERE GREATLY CONCERNED OVER THE POSSIBILITY Of' A OONCERTED AMERICAN 

AIR ATT~CX AGAINST THE DIKE SYSTEM, PARTlaJLARLY OORING THE OOMING HIGH WATER SEASON. 

4. - ~lQ FIELD DISSEM. 

f.DVPNC COPIES SENT ELECTRICALLY TO STATE" DIA NMCC. ~ NSA 

5 5 
4 4 
3 3 
2 2 
1 1 
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STf-..7:-~/DIR ~'"IC (liElIDRICKSON) DD/I (".i:g~CK 

This mnc.er11.l contalna 1nrormnt10n aacctln; tho National Detcn&o ot t.bo lJ'nltod Stat.ca wtth1u tbo mca.nlnc: ot Ule Esplonace Lawa. nue a. lJ'JS.C. 
Seca. 7Sll and 7;4, \he iran.ami.uon or NYclaUoza ot wAL= 1n ~7 ma.zmer io an UD&u&Jloruod penon 11 proALblt.ed 1>7 law, 

OTE 

DIST 1 SEPTEMBER 1967 

COUNTRY NORTH VIET.l~ A 
E.O. 1001 28 JULY - 23 AUGUST 1967 3.6
NLJ 

SUBJECT AVAILABILITY crF ELEC'l!RIC POWER IN NORTH VETNAM By Mm ' 

ACQ Fla0 NO. 

SOURCE 

TO STATE: 

TO DIA: 

TO NMCC/'MC: 

TO NSA: 

NO DIS'mIBUTION EXCEPT TO T~1MS L. HUGHES 

EXCLUSIVE FOR GEl~~ CARROLL 

EXCLUSIVE FOR ARMY ACSI 1 ·::I-~.L YARBOROUGH; 

NAVY. DNI, ,.:J:C:RAL PLUCKEY; 

Am FORCi AFC~, GENERAL THOMAS 

EXCLUSIVE FOR GENERAL C&.1:I'Z.i 

l. T~ MEMBERS OF TEE FIFTE: RUSSELL 'l!RISUNr.l, ::NVESTIGATION TEAl4 WERE IN liJRTB: 

VIS~1:P.H FROM 28 JULY UNTIL 23 AUGUST 1967. Tm:Y ·.-:=-~ ~ .lA.~I FOR MOST OF THIS PERIOD 
5 5 

4 Bu~ ~~-..:):;: TRIPS TO THE COUN'mYSIDZ DURING THE PERIOD 
3 

3-9 AUGUST. DURING THZIR ~ IN 4 
3 
2 
l 
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)iiih!L Jilitilij 
EJ.j,IQI ;-: -;'C':IJUC POWER WAS CUT OFF Ol"LY TWICE AI·!D :sar:r STOPPAGES TOOK PLACE ON 2l. AUGUST 

A.i";''r,~ ·1m: :am.mnm. ONE STOPPAGE WAS FOR om: HOUR AlID ·:rHE 3ECCJIID WAS FOR OHLY ONE HALF 

. EOlB. l\ORTH VIE!W!ESE WITE: WEOU 'l:.IBli11AL V.Zl,:B~S Tl.LKED ON 2l. AUGUST SAID THE STOPPAGES 

w:-~~ A RESu"L'1 OF BOMB DAM~GE TO POW::=~ LINES RAT~ TIIP.N HITS O_N THE Tm:Rlfil POWER PLAI·~. 

;..~-r,s :nr Ehlia~, ON 21 AUGUST AND CAEANES SAID T!lA~ EB PASSED THE TEERMAL POWER PIJJ~ 

AF';.:;_-{ T~ :BO!r.BING THAT DAY AND THE PLAET DID NOT APP:Et\R TO RA.VE BEEN HIT.) 

2. THE MEMBERS OF THE TRIBIDI/~ TEAM \-IERE EEPEA~LY TOLD BY VIETIW•IESE OFFICIALS-

T~ VIETi'~~E PROVINCES OUTSIDE HANOI ARE RAVING PROEI.El,15 WITH T~IR ELEC4l!RIC POWER 

3 rlELD DISSEM: NONE 

4. COMMENT: ADVANCE COPIES SENT ELECTRICALLY TO EXO, STATE, DIA, 

NMCC/~l, NSA, NIC. 

.) 
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4-i 
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OIA NMCC/MC ~A~-' ci'tXXX>'tw< ARMY AIR) CIA/NMCC NSANAVY 

STATE/DIR NIC (HENDRICKSON) DD/I EXO ~ ONE 

Thia ml\t.er1A1 contalna 1nrormAt1on aaocunc; \ho NaUonAl Dctcnao ot \ha UAlted Stai.ca wlUlJD \ha me&IWIC ot t.be Elrl)lon&ee L&wa. TU.le 11. u.a.o. 
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THIS IS AN INFORMATJON · REPORT~ NOT P'INALLY EVALUATED. INTELLIGENCE. 

CTE-

!DlST 1 SEPTE ER 1G67 

COUNTRY NORTH VI ETNAM 

001 ll AUGUST 1967 

SUBJECT PHAM VAN DONG INTERVIEW Wl;H MEM3ERS OF THE r!FTH- RUSSELL 

TRIBUNAL INVESTIGATION TEAM IN HANOI, 11 AUGUST 1967 

ACQ FJELD NO. 

SOURCE 

TO STATE NO DISTRIBUTION EXCEPT TO THOM~S L. HUGHES 

TO DIA EXCLUSIVE rOR GENERAL CARROLL 

TO NMCC/MC: EXCLUSIVE rOR ARMY AC~I, GENERAL YARBOROUGH; 

NA VY ON 11 ADMIRAL FL\JCKEY; 

AIR F"C.RCE ArC IN, GENERAL THOtv1AS 

TO NSA EXCLUSIVE rOR GENERAL CAR1~R 

1. THE MEr--EERS OF THE rlFTH RUSSELL TRIBUNAL INVESTIGATION TEAM WHO RECENTLY 

VISiTED HANOI HAD A MEETING WITH PHAM VAN DONG ON 11 AUGUST. THE TRlBUNAL MEM3ERS 

W~RE QUITE DISAPPOINTED WITH DONG'S EVASIVENESS IN HANDLING DIRECT QUESTIONS AND 
5 5 
4 WI TH HIS FA ILURE TO SUPPORT WI TH rACTUAL ~TER1 AL HIS CLAIMS THAT THE WAR WOULD BE 4 
3 ~ 

2 WON IN THE LONG RUN. DONG SPOKE ONLY Of' WINN ING THE WAR _, ALTHOUGH HE PREDICTED TiiAT 2 
l l 

• J,Ua)(~ 
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MiUCl:! wORSE T, MES WERE IN STORE FOR THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. PEOPLE. HE CLAIMED THAT 

V\ET:.,4-AMESE PREPARATIONS FCR FURTHER ESCALATION BY THE AMERICANS HAD ALREADY BEEN MADE. 

TH£ SUBJ~CT OF A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT TO THE WAR WAS NOT MENTIONED. 

l. THE INVESTIGATING TEAM LEADER AYBAR SPECIFICALLY ASKED OOMG IF THE SINO­

SOVlcT O!SPUTE WAS INFLUENCING THE WAR IN VIETNAM AND ADDED THAT HE HAD RECENTLY ASKED 

KCSYGIN ~~E SA:✓iE QUESTION. DONG REPLIED THAT THE VIETNAMESE WERE BUSY FIGHTING THEIR 

CW~ WAR ANO WERE NOT BEING INFLUENCED BY THE RELATIONSHIPS BElWEEN OTHER COUNTRIES 

WHICrl W~~E AIDING THEM. THIS OBVIOUS HEDGING ON A SERIOUS 

QU~STlON DISAPPOINTED AYBAR.) 

3, DONG WAS ALSO ASKED WHETHER THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WERE WILLING TO ACCEPT FOOEIGN 

VO~UNTE~RS. DONG REPLIED THAT FORElGN VOLUNTEERS WERE NOT NEEDED. HE WAS THEN ASKED 

WhE7rlER THIS STATEMENT ALSO APPLIED TO VOLUNTEERS IN THE MEDICAL FlE~D. DONG SAID, 

11 YC:S FOR THE TI ME BE ING BUT TH IS COULD CHANGE." 

4. DONG BROUGHT UP THE QUESTION OF NORTH VIETNAMESE PLANS FOR AIDING SOUTH 

VIEINA~ AFTER ViCTORY O~ER THE AMERlCANS. HE SAID SUCH AID WOULD BE GIVEN IN STAGES 

AS iEQU~S.~D AND REQUIRED BY THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE. DONG'S APPARENT 1-:J(~}-. 

RErUSAL TO AOMIT THE PRESENT MASSIVE NORTH VIETNAMESE SUPPORT TO THE WAR EFFORT IN 

SOUT~ Vl~TNAM WAS PARTICULARLY GALLING TO THE TRIBUNAL MEM3ERS.) 

5. FIELD DISSEM: NONE 
5 
4 b. COMMENT. ADVANCE COPIES SENT ELECTRICALLY TO EXO, STATE, DIA, 

◄5".:("1)(,.-.-i U,\ 
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'l 
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2 ~MC~/MC, NSA, NIC. 2 
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Friday, September 1. 1967 
5:05 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Henry Owen's excellent 
response to your question about war­
tin1e problems in Ute patt. 

It is full of useful, usable, and 
comforting quotation•. 

W. W. Rostow 

WWRostow:rln 



American wars have given rise to two types of 
problems on the home front: 

Criticism of the war itself. 

Concern with domestic p~oblems, seemingly 
accentuated by the war. 

I. The _Revolutionary War 

Supported by only one half of the population of 
the colonies, the rest being neutral or loyal to Britain, 
few American wars have been less popular. 

Philip Davidson.!/ tells us that Pennsylvania ''was 
so full of disaffection that it was the despair of the 
patriotic party••. In Virginia, the government was 
plagued by indifference and actual discontent throughout 
the war ••• Upstate New York had long been ipdifferent 
and Tories abounded". Even in Boston James Warren could 
write John Adams in 1778 that "I wish it were in my power 
to tell you that the number and influence of the Tories 
here were reduced, but I think they gain ground fast." 

Nor were opponents of the Revolution men of little 
note. Anglican churchmen led the pack. The Rev. Samuel 
Seabury, the most prolific of these critics, was so widely 
respected nonetheless that he was made - the first post-war 
Bishop of the American Episcopal Church. In retrospect, 
it has become clear that God favored our cause, but this 
was not the only view heard in most pulpits at the time. 

As the war stretched into seemingly endless stale­
mate, economic problems mounted on the _home front. 

Imports ceased from England, which had heretofore 
supplied most of the colonies' finished goods. Merchants, 
farmers (notably tobacco and rice planters) and fishermen 
suffered particularly from the cut-off of trade. 

];_! ,.Propaganda and the American Revolution," Philip 
Davidson 
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As the supply of goods and services dwindled, the 
supply of money increased; the war had to be financed 
somehow. 

The result was soaring inflation. 

Hardest hit were the clergy, town laborers, and 
artisans; workers went on strike; a leading critic of 
the war spoke for many when he said that if "the 
calamitous war would be stopped, agriculture, commerce, 
and industry would resume their wonted vigor ••• (and) 
everything would return to its pristine state of prosperity." 

The over-all picture, during most of the Revolution, 
was thus one of great hardship and turmoil, in the midst 
of a war that was not generally popular and that many 
thought could not be won. 

II. War of 1812 

Domestic opposition to the War of 1812 was evident 
from the start. Out of 160 members of both houses of the 
Congress, sixty-two voted against the declaration of war. 

As the war went on, that opposition mounted. ·A 
connnittee of the Massachusetts State Senate suggested 
that the war was •~aied without justifiable cause, and 
prosecuted in a manner which indicates that ambition and 
conquest are its real motives ••. " 

Josiah Quincy cried out in Congress that the attack 
on Canada was less defensible than the conduct of Captain 
Kidd and West Indian buccaneers. 

Political opposition was compounded by economic 
hardship. The war had depressed shipping to the point 
of extinction. The government at Washington·was rushing 
toward both bankruptcy and inflation - issuing treasury 
notes in large amounts, despite the disastrous failure of 
its 1814 loan. 

The Boston Gazette warned a_ny soft-minded financiers 
· who might be tempted to come to the rescue of their 
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country: ''Any man who lends his money to the government 
at the present time will forfeit all claim to common 
honesty and common courtesy among all true friends of 
the country." 

All this came to a head when the President tried 
to halt trading with the enemy. Federalist candidates 
swept Republicans from office throughout New England. 

The President prudently withdrew the embargo, but 
then a new bone of contention arose: The Secretary of 
War refused to provide funds for support of state 
militias not c01mnitted to the war, while the National 
·congress called for conscription and proposed to allow 
18-year olds to volunteer. 

Daniel Webster responded with a speech so vehement 
--that its publication was suppressed for nearly 100 years: 

He spoke of a government "more tyrannical, more arbitary, 
more dangerous, more allied to blood and murder, more 
full of every form of mischief, more productive of every 
sort and degree of misery than has been exercised by any 
civilized government, with a single exception, in modern 
times." 

·· Representatives of three New England states met at 
the Hartford Convention to air their grievances. The 
Boston Sentinel sounded its keynote: " ••• The tyrannical 
oppression of those who at present usurp the power of 
the Constitution is beyond endurance. And we will resist." 

The roster of those attending reads like a who's 
who of wisdom and substance: judges, edu_cators, preachers, 

---· ---·- ·1.egislators, authors, soldiers, merchants, lawyers. The 
names are still those that command respect in the region: 

..Cabot, Dwight, Lyman, Bigelow, Longfellow, Prescott, Otis, 
Bliss, Sherman, Ward, West. 

It .was these men, in Convention assembled, who 
solemnly advised the states to resist operation of the 
proposed conscription and volunteer bills - and this 
while a British army was at the gates of New Orleans. · 
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To secure the President's acceptance of the Conven­
tion's demands, three connnissioners were sent to 
Washington - to take the surrender, they thought, of 
a beaten administration and a defeated country. 

But Jackson won the battle of New Orleans while 
they were on the highway, and the New York National 
Advocate described the outcome: 

1~1issing: Three well looking, responsible men, who 
appeared to be traveling toward Washington, disappeared 
suddenly from Gadsby's Hotel in Baltimore, on Monday 
evening last, and have not since been heard of. They 
were observed to be very melancholy on ·hea~ing the 
news of peace ••• II 

III. Mexican War 

But the domestic difficulties of 1812 look mild, 
compared to those which attended the entry of Texas 
and Upper California into the Union. 

The war was popular at the start, and the Whig 
opposition proclaimed that "doubt, division, and reproach 
will be unknown." 

But the public mood changed dramatically as the 
conflict dragged on: "When Congress adjourned (in 1846), 
it was in bad humor ••• Instead of glorying in the war, 
Democrats now defended it feebly and a great many 
regarded it as a grave political blunder. The fall 
Congressional elections went heavily against them••• I~ 
countless eyes the war itself soon lost its glamor. 111/ 

Intellectuals took the lead: Professor Kent of 
Harvard was one of the war's milder critics in denouncing 
it as "maniaca1." 

The National Intelligencer drew the morai: "We 
presume that our President and his Cabinet are by this 
time convinced that they have forfeited the public 
confidence ••• " 

1/ "The War with Mexico, ti Justin H. Smith 
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Whig journals now assured Mexico that "her cause 
was just, that a major.ity of Americans detested the 
war, that our treasury could not bear the cost, that our 
government was incompetent ••• that our armies could not 
win the war, and that soon the administration would be 
rebuked and its policies reversed." · 

"Be prompt when you are wrong to back straight out," 
urged the New York Tribune, demanding the recall of all 
our troops from Mexico. 

Senator Corwin of Ohio said that if he were a Mexican, 
he would welcome the Americans to a bloody grave. Con­
gressman Giddings spoke of a war "in viola:tion of the 
Constitution, against the dictates of justice, humanity, 
the sentiments of the age in which we live and the 
religion which we profess." Herman Melville compared 
his countrymen unfavorably to South Seas c~nnibals. 

ffe.Henry Clay declaimed: "This is no war of defense." 

Opposition came not only from the opposition Whigs 
but from within the ranks of the Democratic Party. Calhoun 
strongly opposed the President's war message. Hostilities 
had occurred, he conceded, but as the Congress had not 
acted, "there is no war, according to the sense of ~our 
Constitution." He gave way to gloo~: It was entirely 
uncertain whether our army could reach Mexico City or 
secure a peace. It did. 

But more than opposition to the war convulsed the 
home front. 

Economic conditions were parlous. In the face of 
war-engendered uncertainties "businessmen shrank from 
large enterprises ••• The currency had been inflated by 
the paper issues of many banks. Stocks were selling far 
below the prices of twelve months before ••• The war bill 
precipitated a panic in Wall Street and soon ousiness 
in the south and west was described as prostrate." 

When the administration responded with some tough 
fiscal medicine, the North American exclaimed: "Our 
administration seems enamoured by ruin and woos calamity 
for itself." 

I 
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The climax came when an administration resolution 
declaring the war to be just and necessary was defeated 
in the Congress, and a resolution condemning the war as 
"unnecessary and unconstitutionally begun" passed. 

Or perhaps the climax really came somewhat later 
when American forces achieved their objectives, peace 
was concluded and the chief Whig organ then reprinted 
in its editorial column, without criticism, the judgment 
that it was "one of the most brilliant wars that ever 
adorned the annals of any nation," while the Whig party, 
tactfully drawing a veil over the-past, chose a leading 
architect of victory, General Taylor, as ~ts Presidential 
candidate. · 

IV. The Civil War 

Here, too, the outbreak of war was greeted with 
enthusiasm on the home front. Lincoln's call for 
75,000 volunteers was quickly met. 

But here, too, enthusiasm waned as the conflict 
went on. 

A Republican leader noted: "The people have 
furnished mens and means in abundance for all purposes 
to conquer the enemy; but •••we have made no progress in 
putting down the rebellion .•• and the people are desirous 
of some change, they scarcely know what." 

The 1862 Congressional elections went heavily against 
the administration in the mid-West. ~he Illinois House of 
Representatives passed an anti-war resolution by a large 
majority, and the Indiana legislature refused appropriations 
for raising troops. 

Meanwhile, large economic changes were causing real 
hardships. The new tariff and banking system was widely 
criticized for discriminating against the rest of the 
country in favor of the Northeast. Manufacturing and 
farming had been greatly stimulated. But labor had shared 
little in the new prosperity. Its wages did not keep pace 
with rising prices. 
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And Congress laid duties on luxuries, occupations, 
incomes, the earnings of corporations, and almost every 
other available object. Even so, greenbacks proliferated, 
leaving those on fixed sal~ries in dire straits. 

This economic discontent, as well as opposition to 
the war, was reflected in draft riots: · Homes and offices 
were burned to the ground; Negroes were seized, hanged, 
and shot; pitched battles were fought between rioters 
and police.· Before a large 

\
contingent of troops quelled 

. .
the N~w York riot, at least 1,000 people had been killed 
or wounded and $1 million worth of pro·perty had been 
destro~ed. · 

Congressman Vallandigham told his colleagues: "You 
have not conquered the South. You never will. It is not 

. in the nature of things possible ••• Stop fighting. Make 
an armistice. Accept at once foreign mediation." 

This was the man who, in 1863, not only gained the 
Democratic nomination for Governor of Ohio but won two­
fifth·s of the votes cast in the general election. 

A month later, in December, 1863, the United States 
House of Representatives tabled a resolution calling on 
the President to open negotiations with the South by 
only 98 to 59. 

All this came to a head in the spring of 1864, as 
Grant's offensive against Richmond brought heavy losses. 

Large peace meetings were held in major cities of 
the North. Every week seemed to add a new journal or 
leader to Lincoln's opponents; many moved cautiously 
toward the fence. 

In August 1864, the Chainoan of the National 
Republican Connnittee wrote Lincoln that "the tide is 
setting strongly against us ...Were an election to be 
held now in Illinois we should be beaten .•. Pennsylvania is 
against us ••• " 
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Later that month, Lincoln recorded his belief that 
he would be defeated in the election, and that the new 
President would be forced to suspend the war. 

In early September, as if to bear out his prediction, 
the Democratic Party nominated General McClellan for 
President on a platform which pro~laimed that "after 
four years of failure to restore the Union by the experi­
ment of war ••• justice, humanity, liberty and the public 
welfare demand that innnediate efforts be made for a 
cessation of hostilities ••• on the basis of the Federal 
Unipn of States." 

This language appealed to a public opinion that 
seemed willing neither to abandon the Union nor to 
support much longer the sacrifices needed to preserve it. 

But the fall of Atlanta a month later produced a 
startling change. Leaders, full of pessimism a few 
weeks before, could now recall that they had clearly 
foreseen a Union triumph all along and led a great rush 
of the faithful back to the fold. 

V. . World War II 

Troubles on the home front during World War II 
reflected less political disagreements than the costs 
and tensions created by a major military effort. These 
were evident on four fronts: 

-- Youth: As mothers went to work, juvenile 
delinquency increased 56%. As war employment soared, 
the percentage of eligible young people attending high 
school dropped to 56%. 

-- Race Relations: As labor moved from farm to 
factory,~illion people migrated ·within the South; 
another 1. 6 million left for the North. There a changing 
population pattern brought new tensions. The Detroit 
race riots of June, 1943, were only the most dramatic 
evidence. 
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-- Labor Disputes: Despite no-strike pledges there 
were nearly 15,000 work stoppages, involving loss of 
more than 36 million man days. When the United Mine 
Workers defied the government in striking in 1943, the 
Smith-_Connally Act was passed over the President's veto, 
public feeling against unions continued to rise, and 
many states passed anti-labor laws. 

-- Inflationarx Pressures: Post-Pearl Harbor 
prices rose 2% per month. Wartime ~ood prices rose 
50%. Rents went up only 4%, but this mea~t little to 
war workers moving into new areas, where t~ere was no 
decent housL,g. Black marketing and overcharging grew 
in proportions far beyond OPA's policing capacity. 

The outcome of the 1942 elections reflected 
resulting public dissatisfaction over price-control, 
rent control, and gasoline rationing; over the 40-hour 
week, strikes, and the wage rates being paid to defense 
workers; over the loss of fann labor to the city, the 
lack of farm machinery, and the ceilings on farm prices -
plus a series of military setbacks abroad. 

And all of which only goes to show that the home 
front can be very troubled, even dur-ing a war in which 
public opinion supports the war with rare unanimity. 

VI. Korean War 

The problems which dominated the home front during 
this period are too recent to need more than summary 
recall. They can be grouped under two headings: 

1. The War. Dissatisfaction with the conduct 
of the war was widespread. It seemed an endless stale­
mate. Few said that we should withdraw, but mpst had 
strong ideas as to how its conduct could be improved. 
All this came to a head when General ~...acArthur was fired: 
A Gallup poll showed only 29% favoring the President, as 
against 69% for the General. _ Truman's biographer, Cabell 
Phillips, records the sequal: "Letters by the tens of 
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thousands poured into the White House, Congressional 
offices, newspapers, and radio stations in every part 
of the land. Individuals and groups bought newspaper 
space to condemn the outrag~. Preachers thundered 
about it from their pulpits. Legion posts, service clubs, 
and PTA passed angrily worded resolutions. Figures 
labeled 'Truman' and 'Acheson' were burned in effigy 
on college campuses and in town squares ••• Congressional 
Republicans ••• held emergency caucuses in the House and 
Senate Wedne·sday morning to vent their wrath against the 
Presi~ent. Later on the Senate floor, William E. Jenner 
of In4iana roared: ••• 'Our only choice is to impeach 
President Truman' ••• Some Democrats in Congress defended 
their President, but most ••• stood mute in dismay and 
indecision. " · 

2. Economic Problems: The Korean War. came at a 
time when the economy was less strong than it is today. 
President TrU1I1.an was forced to reinstitute limited wage 
and price controls, and for this he was soon attacked by 
both business and labor. His conflict with both groups 
continued and deepened, as the war went on. Management 
and labor fought each other, as well. And the consumer-at­
large was mad at everybody: management, labor, and the 
administration, which he blamed for painf~l shortages and 
controls. 

It is not surprising that, against this background 
of dissatisfaction with the war and resentment of its 
economic effects, the President's popularity had reached 
an all-time low of 26% by the spring ·of 1952. 

When the administration came to a close later that 
year, there were few who could see ahead to the judgment 
that Clinton E. Rossiter would make in 1928rtie"I am ready 
to hazard an opinion, to which I did not/easily or lightly, . 
that Harry Truman will eventually win a place as President, 
if not as a hero, alongside Jefferson and Theodore Roosevelt." 
For it was not as clear then as it is now that the Korean 
War would find its way - along with the Revolutionary War, 
the War of 1812, the Mexican War, the Civil War and World 
War II - to the list of conflicts ·remembered not by their 
turbulent effect on the home front but by their more 
lasting results abroad. 

https://TrU1I1.an
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Friday, September 1, 1967, 3:50 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

In the attached, Secretary Rusk recom­
mends that you agree to a short picture-taking 
session on September 14 with the President of 
the European Parliament (Alain Poher) and 12 
of his colleagues. 

This is not essential, but it would be 
a nice gesture if you have the time. The 
European Parliament is not a powerful body, 
but we have hopes that it someday will be• 
.A few minutes with you would demonstrate our 
support. 

W. W. Rostow 

Marvin to set up appointmen✓ 
No 

Speak to me_ 

ERF:LSE:mst 



THE SECRETARY OF STATE: 

WASHING70N 

Aug:ust 31,_ 1967 

LIMITED OFFICIAL TJS! _ 

MEMOAANDlJM FOR THE, PRESIDENT 

Suoj ect: .\ppoin.tment to- Gre.et 
Europ.ean Pa~liinnen-t Delegation 

Rec Otrilltendat ion: 

I s-uggest that you mee.t brie-fly for a greeting 
and ?ictu::·e-,taki:ng sesslon wtt:h Ala'in Poher., P:r-esident 
of. the European Parliament ;;' and twelve- fel.low 
European P-a:-liamtntarians when they are in Washington 
on Septembe.r ll:.. The Delegation is visiting the 
United States for .a few days at the invitati.on of 
the Vice President" 

Approve_______Disapp.rove______ 

Discussion: 

The Europea:: Pa·rliamet\t ls the legis.lative branch 
of the European Ccm..-rnuniti•9 w As, its P.resident:., Poher 
ran:~s ahead of tt.e Presidents of the Commission and the 
Council of Ministers. While th·e. Parliament has little 
formal .s,uhstanti.v2 power tt .serves as the forum. for 
d~mocratic cont·:rol .in the CO\l\MU.nitics -.. Your greeting 
the Delegation on Se·ptember 14 NO\.lld be approp·riate, 
s.ince both :President Kennedy en·d you, :receiv.ed former 
President Gaetano Ma~tino .in 'Washington in 1963. 
Therefore., although we have infor~d Poher that you 
·would not be able to re.ceive· hi,i\, I do believe that a 
brief' meeting to exchange areetin'89 and to take 
pi1atogr-aphs would be an adectuate end necessary 
demonstration of our recognition of the importance 
of: the, European Peziliament. 

~~~ 
Dean Rusk 

LTr~ITED OF'fJCfAL USE' 

https://receiv.ed
https://invitati.on
https://to-Gre.et


Friday, .September 1, 1967 -- 4:30 p. m. 

Mr. Prealdent: 

On being informed of your India wheat decision, Amb. Nehru 
expressed great :relief ('·'thank Godu); and asked me· please to convey 
to you his deep per·sonal gratitude as well as tha~ oi his country. 

W. W. Rostow 

WWRostow:rln 
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CONi 1DENT1AL 

Friday. Sepbember 1, 1967 
3:40 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

.Although I believe that formally your sign­
oif is aot. reqttired .on ·the $125,$00 propos.ed by 
the State Deparf:t:nent for Jewish. -refugees, the 
m.atter should go to you for decision. 

The issue .is brie11y described 1n the. 
attached memorandum to me from Bal SaUllders 
and in the longer memorandum to me from John 
Walsh. 

\V. W. B.ostow 

Approved_· ___ 

Disapproved___ 
E.O. 

See me 

.,,,,, CONJrlDENTil..L 

WWRostow:rln 

https://propos.ed
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-e.:A:NFID ENTIA I I August 30, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR WWR 

SUBJECT: Contribution for Jewish Refugees 

The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee has asked us 
for about $500 1 000 to cover the cost of maintaining those Jews who fled 
from Arab countries in the immediate aftermath of the June fighting. 
This would represent the cost of maintaining an avera~e. of 1500 refugees 
for an average pe:riod of 90 days. Most of the refugees involved are Jews 
who fled from Libya and are now in Italy. 

I Gene has approved a proposal by Jim Wine, Secretary Rusk 1s , 
Special Assistant for Refugees, for contributing ~125. 000. This would 
be half the cost of maintaining these refugees to date. He recommends 
leaving half of past expenditures uncovered and the future uncertain in 
order to stimulate contributions from other governments who have been 
approached. He would not close the door on another contribution later. 

He recommends that our contribution may be made through the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees rather than directly to the AJD C. He 
feels that this would help to internationalize the problem and encourage 
contributions from others. It also has the advantage of political neutrality. 

This money would come out of the $5 million emergency fund for 
refugees of the Middle East war. We have already given $2 million for 
the Arabs through UNRWA and have contributed another $100, 000 to the 
International Red Gross, which is handling the return of refugees to the 
West Bank. Therefore, this small contribution to the Jewish refugees · 
is quite in balance. And I understand, as might be expected, our contri­
bution will do us a lot of good on the domes tic political scene. 

I do not think we need to go to the President with this at all. Mac 
Bundy insisted when this. emergency fund was set up that all decisions for 
disbursing its money be referred to the White House because we wanted 
to maintain control over the big de~ision about how to handle UNRWA in 

· the future. We did not have in mind referring reasonable small contributions 
-- like this to the Pr es ident. 

Therefore, I think your signoff with Gene's is quite adequate. They 
would like to move on this quickly in order not to dissipate any of the good 
feelings that may come from among the Jewish community here•. 

71-t 
Approve_____ Hal Saunders 
S e e me 

t 
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DEPARTMENT OF STAT E 

Washi ngton, D .C. 20520 

15013 

co~w IDl!!tffh'm 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: . Jewish Refugees 

Enclosed herewith is a memorandum approved 

by Under Secretary Rostow authorizing the grant 

of $125,000 to UNHCR to be used for Jewish 

Refugees from Arab countries. If you concur, 

we would proceed with the indicated contribution. 

VuG?Ll..L..L-
~P. Walsh 

Acting Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 
DECLASSIFIED 

Memorandum E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4
NI,J q -31,S-
. , NARA, Date Jol-/S-/i~ 

GONFIDiT>l'l'IAL 

ESERVA TION Y 

✓ 
• • -- - ....,cl ,- . - . - J.P. . . ·-'-'· 
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.August .16, 1967 

MEMORANDUM · 
DECLASSIFIED 

B.O. 123 6, Sec. 3.4 
Nll 9 -.3 s- . ! 

TO: _M - Mr. Eugene Rost~ By . ., ,. NARA, Date l.l-lS- 'l'/ 

FROM: S/R - James Wine-1\j) 

iSUBJECT: Proposed Grant of $125,000 to UNHCR to be . r 
I 

• ' 
used for Jewish Refugees from Arab countries. i 

1 

nr·scussroN 

1. In a letter of July 24, 1967 to me (Tab A), the 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (AJDC) 
requested a grant of $497,500 from the President's $5 
million reserve of contingency funds for emergency assist­
ance to the Middle East. The funds requested were to be 
used by the AJDC for the care and maintenance in Italy of 
an average case load of 1500 Jewish refuge_es from Libya 
for an average period of ninety days. We have reviewed 
the cos·t estimates and they are accurate. 

2 • . Three questions ·are prese·nted: First;,whether we 
should contri~ute to these emergency refugee costs; secon~, · 
if so, whether .we should contribute the full cost or only a 
portion; and third, whether we should use the AJDC or the 
UN High Connnissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) as the vehicle 
for our contribution. · 

3. Of the approximately 100,000 Jews in Arab countries 
before hostilities, about 7,000 have. f l ed, mostly for. Europe. 

-\ About 3,000 Jews fled Libya for Italy in destitute. circum­
stances • . About 2·,100 left runisia for France, most of whom : 
took with them their liquid assets. The remaining 1,300 · 

Group 4 
Downgraded ·at three yrs. ! 
intervals. ·Declassified 
12 yrs. after date of · 
origin. 

· -·. --- .- - . -~ 
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left Aden; Lebanon, Morocco and the UAR for scattered 
• IEuropean destinattons and do ~ot constitute a massive 

I 

problem in any one country. Italy, with its 3,000 Libyan . I 

• I 

Jewish refugees, thus has the most concentrated care and 
maintenance task. Recognizing this, Italy agreed to grant 
temporary asylum to all Jewish refugees from Libya on the 
AJDC's assurance that Italy will not have to meet the costs . l . 

I 

for their support. I believe it is appropriate for the 
United States to assist these Jewish victims of the war 
just as we are assisting Arab victims. As you know, we 
have contributed $100,000 to the International Connnittee of 
the Red Cross, $2 million in goods and services for Arab 
refugees and displaced persons. We will undoubtedly con­

ltribute more for this purpose. Moreover, asststance to 
i 

political refugees. i~ a responsibility that the United States 
., 

has traditionally -accepted. Our assistance totals over $2 · 
billion since the end of World ~ar II. 

,. 
I 

4. I do not beli_eve that we should meet the full amount 
~£ the costs of maintaining these refugees in Italy. As in 
our other refugee activities, we should look to other coun­
tries to bear a fair share. The tJNIICR has sent letters to 
The Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and the United States 
Government (our letter attached - ·Tab~), advising these 
countries, that, while ·ne has no program funds available for 
this purpose, he is willing to serve as a channel for contri­
butions to Jewish refugees from Arab countries. I believe ·.; 

that we would be shouldering our share of the responsibility 
at this time if we paid approximately half of the actual costs 
to August 30, or $125,000. Leaving a gap between needs and 
our contribution may encourage other nations to join in this 
effort. 

5. I see a number of advantages to making our contri_.. 
bution to the U!ffiCR rather than to the AJDC. Using the _ 
UNHCR creates, at least to a limited extent, a sense of inter­
national responsibility and encourages contributions from other 
countries which could far less easily contribute to the AJDC. 

. ...J. I 

..., . ' .... 
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.The· UNHCR is politically neutral; ·.a contribution to · the 
High Commissioner is far less subject to attack from Arab 
or North African countries. 

6. If the ·reconnnendation ¢ontained herein is approved·; .· :· · 
. we should indicate to the UNHCR -th-it this grant was made , · 

as a result of . the plea by the .;AJJ)C., for · United States Govern- ·· 
· ment support of its assistance ·~to·.tile ·Jewish refugees ;who · _ ·,. -­

. fled to Italy. The High Commissioi\er could then channel his 
ass~stance through the AJDC i~ )\& aaw fit. 

RECOMMENDATION 

i . That you approve a contribution of $125,000 from 
. 

the 
. 

_President's reserve for emergency · relief to the Middle East _. · · 
to be made to the UNHCR for the care arld maintenance of 
Je~ish refugees who have ~led Arab countries as ·a result of 
the Middle East conflict. -

..APPROVED (2{l 
DISAPPROVED . i 

·, . j ----------
~ 

DATE c:...., _'};-, , ti, 1 
1 

· --==C@HFIBEMT:Am - -·-
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P.£!,CU~ JOINT DISTRIBU'1,ION COIVIIvII'r'rEE9 INC. ~lonroc: c,,1,1w,1e, 
'l"alur A. lhnAEllEF 
Lh11 i., R11,r.11~,,::r~~n1twcnos 60 EAST 42 STREET, NEW .YORK, N.Y. 10017 TEL.:(212> 687 , 6200 , CABLES:JOINTDISCO NEW YORK 
'I Ju•"' Rnvn••U 
J-phJ.S<hweru 
Jack D. , ·.a., 
,....,...... -~"'"'...',_¥ii 
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P'i,,,-CA•ir"'an, 
N---A•l CNAril . J.d,• Soch,.,. s : '11,ift-July 24, 1967 
C•T,~u.,r" 
J-pla I. l11bi11 
lnin, H. Sli•""•" 
litt.,ic-~.,;,~-c, • .:,..,. 
.,J Di,,,.••~....,J 
O..rlu H. JorJaft 

Auutcv lzrtatisrDear .A.TJb~ssador Uine: ,.,• .c,..;,,,,_ 
s.-,..,1 L Haber 

S«r"•''"" 
Thank you very r:iuch for having given me and Er. Karasik the opportunity -::::;:,·(.;;,-:; 

to meet with you on Friday. 

T'.nis lctte1-- 1-rl.ll serve to recapitulate the problem which I then put 
before you on behalf of the American Je1-rl.sh Joint Distribution Committee, 
and to request the urgent and favorable action of ~~e SecretarJ of State. 

As a dirGct result of the recent hostilities in the 1-iid_dle E:?..st, there 
has te_~en placG the b:-u.tal killin.s of innoce!1\. people in Libya, -for no other 
reason than that they 1;ere Je-;-rs. ~\s a consequence a large scale flight of 

. the Jewish i.n.babitants of Libya h~.s taken place and is still in process. These 
un.fortum.te people ·1-,ho have been forced to flee fl'Qln a coth---itr1J in which Jews 
h.:tve lived for over t"t·:o thousand years have left with meagre possessions, and 
only 20 Libya.r.t pouJids in cash ·which the government allowed them to take out. 
They are direct victims of the .Arab-Israeli war. 

Our best estimate is that there are about 2400 of these refugees present 
in Italy. Of these some 1600 are cor.1.pletely dependent upon the Joint 
Distribution Co:i!mittee for their support and shelter.. Of the approrirri.ately 
800 Jeuish refugees in Italy not -nou depcnde::1t en tna JDC, there are already 
clear indic~~ions that the support of many of these, from Italian friends or 
relatives, uill be coming to an end during the next month or so, and they will 
also be dependent on the JDC. We have ·reasonable infonn.a.tion that hundreds of 
additional refugees w-ill be reaching Italy _out of approximately 2500 Jeus 
who still remin in Ll.bya. · · 

Refuge for these victir:is in Italy is possible only because of, and is 
ccnditioned on, the assurance of the JDC to the governr.ient of Italy that the 
governrr.ent will be guaranteed against any cost for the support o:f these 
refugees. 

T"ne Italicln dovernrilent has made available t"t·:o refugee ca.'Tlps. The Inter­
goverr.mental Comr.rl. ttee for European Higration ho..s I:"i.ade available the third. 
In tncse there are housed about 725 of the refugees dependent upon JDC. The 
rema.inin3 875 (as of July 19) are being provided for by the JDC in private 
pensions. 

1·Ie a:s1: that the Secreta.r-.r of State, in accorda..i."'lce with the President rs 
statement of June 27, 1967, allocate ·funds for the support of these uar victims • 

• 

PRESERVAre~ crn:;,y 
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The entire operation of the JDC in Italy is on a deficit basis, the JDC 
havlng no reserves for this kind of disaster relief. Tnc entire operation 
:for a 90-day period 1rlll cost about half a million dollar&. We have r.-2.de 
ever-J effort to firrl sources of funding for this operation, but to date 
have been m1able to obtain _any commitment whatsoever therefor. 

I a.ttach a copy of the report of Hr. Lillo .:-'..rbib, .fomer President of 
the Je1-ri.sh Cor.wunity Tripoli, whlch, in detail, discusses the event·s in 
Tripoli bet.weer-.:. Jurle 5 and June 19, 2.nd describes ths iaifflediate and violent 
impact of the Hiddle Ea.st hostilities on the Jewish population in Libya. 

I also att2.ch a mecloranduJn which gives further detail on the problen 
l·rlth which the JDC is _f~ced in Italy. 

lJe urgently request an allocation of funds sufficient to cover the costs 
of this progra.'rjl of relief to these innocent victi!l\s of war, _out of the 
Presid~mt I s emergency fund of $5. million, described in th.e President I s state­
ment of June 27. 

SllI:FW 

enc. 

lunbassador James w. Wine 
6'pecial Assistant to the SecretarJ 
for Refugee ~"'i. Higration Affairs 

•Depart!ilent of state 
Washington, D.C. 

Sincerely yo'I.U's, 

~11uel L. Haber 
Asst. Execative Vice Chairman 

of State 

https://Je1-ri.sh
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P1.'.a!s ~H ~t~-,~.s 

GENEVE 

::II JM- ,,1 t/r/L
2 A~gust l9b7 . · 

. r 

he.o.,,._ ;z:..,,A 
I 

. ' 

· I have had o:1e oi11 two talk~ ;roceatly· wi,l"rh Oharli.e Jo:t•dan 
regarding the problem or Je1-d,sh r.,arsons from l,orth J.trlca :u:oviug 

·to It~J.y. I inmgine yQu e.re in£oi1 ~ed a.bout this davalop:.::ent. 
During tho talks \.;liich I bava had, it ·woiud eppaar that the num.be1' 
or poople now co11cei·ned. is 1:1a.king tha cos·t; o:t the oparetion rat~r 
heavy, e,ren fo1• J...JDO, to bearo I w1de1•s·tgnd. the.t r:r.ora thc..n 21500 
parsons ha.va arrived in It~ly a.nd that the bill for theil,, ca.ra and 
maintemmce and othe11 associated costs tbera LlS.Y 1·e!.ch a tot!.l ot 
a halt million dollars. 

I believe AJDO ha~ r:?ade an app9-9.l to thg Stat~ Vepa~tit.-ant !01' 

assistance to meet this hea~J f'itt~meie.l bui"den. 

For my part, I wish you to know that if1 i.s in the past) you 
desiro to channel an7 contr5.bution \-1hich the State D~p3;:-t~~nt decided 
to ~b for this pui·poss through r.r:, otri.co, I ·would be happy to . 
cooperata in t~lis i1nportant J.'Attero. . .· · •. _ 

Wl' ~ W)./v~,f /...e-✓-~ ~~ , 
. 

.. - · • ' . . Ja.a~·.. .. . 

Sadruddin Aga Kh~n 
• l 

... . . 

J. W. ........______....______........ . -

_...,...........,.c 

J. ?. 
••· ••• , •••••••••••••l.l'111:a l-!0:1:.it:L·~bla J2.~-~G lfini; 

.s'>':) ~' ,. 1 =:,,.• • ...-'~a-..&. -} -,, . L~, C!.~ :"\..,. .!•--:,•'I• O· -"' 5:, •· • .., . .t'.....c.:.-.:1•• :.....~l...:\.,:.h\l "'"" ".3 1/;J';,,v.-.C-u ...-.y .1. . .., -!~•.; 

Oflica o'l~ Reful~•.i c.n..1 118:t":l.tion J.£lr.irs 1 
D?r,'-r·ii~ant of Sta·t~, · · 
!I.~f1i:..11;itm..J10_?93...!'>& 



SECRET 

Friday, September 1, 1967 
3:35 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

'Y'ou will be interested ln this account 
011 the American observers in Viet Nam. 

We should conside·r having someone 
ca.11 the New York Times and the AP and 
simple let them know that the evidence ~te 
ha.ve is that their representatives are not 
object1v-e reporters but political operatives. 

W. \V. Rostow 

Saigon 4658 

WWRostow:rln 

D C 1.f". __ 

. . .~71t-fo 9C-Z~3 
- 1,""""'~"- , ·1-.. ... . , e / 't:J-,; -9 Ir ~ 
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Copy of SAIGON 4658 1 Sept. 1967 

SUBJECT: American Observers to Vietnam 

1. Obser~.rer visit appears to be progressing well so far. August 31 
·.in the afternoon, Murphy, Gullander, Scerra, Barr, proceeded to Danang 
'tTOM which central point they have been able to cover election preparations 
d.1.1U activities in a number of localities in I Corps. They return to Saigon 
in the early afternoon today, September 1. Antell and James went to 
Nha Trang, where they have remained overnight and from which they are 
t r~.velling to Qui Nbon and Pleiku to observe election preparations prior to 
returning to Saigon. 

2. Others have been in the Saigon area and on various short trips to 
iocalities in III and IV Corps. Places visited have included Phu Cuong, 
Cao Lanh, Phan Thiet, My The, Bao Trai, and others. Several observers 
are moving more independently, notably Senator Muskie, who made arrange­
ments on his own for meetings with the press and attending joint presidential 
press conference August 31. Mayor McKeldin is in Danang today, and after 
the morning in Saigon, Archbishop Lucey and Senator Hickenlooper are in 
Can Thao this afternoon. 

3. Most observers are expected to return to Saigon by late this afternoon 
(Sept. 1) to view the final election rally of the campaign, to be held in front 
of City Hall, and thereafter attend the Ambassador's reception. Saturday 
and Sunday the majority are following the Government of Viet Nam schedule, 
but several are expected to take separate trips and all Corps areas should be 
covered. 

4. Reactions so far are fragmentary and obviously preliminary. On 
the basis of these, however, observers appear to be pleased at the opportunity 
to move about freely, and they seem to be undertaking their task with determin­
ation to be as objective as possible. In addition to discussions with Province 
Chiefs, local election committee members and similar contacts, at least two 
of the observers, Governor McCall and Rabbi Rudin, have even stopped people 
on the .street asking them if they had been pres sured to vote for any particular 
·candid~te. Apparently they have received consistently negative replies. 

5. Some of the more critical members oi the press have been at pa:·r .s 
to get to the observers. Also, some of the observers themselves have bc:en 
anxious to talk to critical correspondents and have done so. Correspondents 
have accompanied almost all of the groups and in some instances appear to 
have overplayed their hand in attempting tc, influence the observers. For _ 
example, the escort officer for Rabbi Rudin, repor.ted-ffiat ·menibers oCCroup~V,_. . 
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including Rabbi Rudin, Governor McCall and Mr. Patterson,.,, ~~re c01isTde-rab1y 
. . . . . . ,· - \ 

irritat~d yesterday~ August 31, by accompanying repor~e;rs (Buckley of ...... ...~::. 
Ne,.v York Tim es and Arnett of AP} who tried to convince- them ·that the ·election 

. • . , ,.. .;.,,.,,,I 

wou_ld }Je fraudulent. _The attitude of the observers was that so far they had 
not seen anything which would indicate that the elections would be rigged. 
The same officer reports that Whitney Young has said that unless he sees 
sorre indications o~ election rigging or pres sure he is going to start asking 
reporters why they haven't been reporting elections correctly. 

6. Arrangements are being made when requested and to the extent possible 
for observers to meet candidates. With individual arrangements, and Thieu/Ky 
reception on Saturday (to which candidates are invited), most observers desiring 
to meet candidates should have had an adequate opportunity to do so prior to 
election day. We will report on these contacts. Knight and Sullivan -visited 
Huong campaign headquarters today, where they had an opportunity to talk 
with senatorial candidates. The latter gave a pat recital of complaints, and 
neither Knight nor Sullivan appeared impressed. Buckley of New York Times 
and AP Stringer were present. 

7. Congressman Wolff and McCarthy have arrived. We are assisting 
them in various ways, but they are moving independently of the observer group. 

Bunker 



Friday, September 1, 1967 
3:35 p. m .. 

MT. President: 

You n-iay be interested in thls 
report by the Turkish Foreign M:inlster 
on Ayah's views. 

Also attached ls our new 
Am.bassador• s report on his first 
encounter with Ayub. 

W. W. Rostoilr 

Ankara. 976 
Letter 8 /ZS /67 

WWRostow:rln 
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Friday, September 1, 1967 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM Alv1BASSADOR HART (Ankara, 976) 

With the injunction it was for m y ears -only, Foreign 
Minister Caglayangil volunteered to me privately on August 28 
the following account of his l atest contacts w ith Pakistani leaders 
at the recent Regional Coope rative Developm;J nt meeting at 
Islamabad on August 10. 

He had a very frank give-and- t ake with President 
Ayub and felt he had moved him a slight bit away from his earlier 
negative position regarding CENTO. Caglayangil had pressed the 
question of why Ayub wanted to see a "distance deve 1op" between 
Pakistan and the United States. If Ayub fe lt it was ~cause of 
disappointed expectations connected with the 1965 war with India, 
this was not sufficient reason. Turkey herself had experienced 
misunderstandings with the U.S. over Cyprus but the Turks had 
not let this prevent continuation of cordial relations. Why did 
Ayub insist on close relationship with Red China? Did he think 
if, God forbid, a third World War broke out, Red China would win 
it? If so, then Pakistan should turn to Red China, if it thought 
Russia would win, it should turn to Russia. Turkey did not think 
so and had cast its lot definitely with the West. 

Ayub attempted to reply that public opinion in Pakistan 
made close relations with the U.S. difficult Caglayangil retorted 
that he, as Head of State, should lead public opinion, not follow 
it. In fact, the Government of Turkey was worried that Ayub I s 
leadership might be slipping when he kept insisting that he could 
not resist such currents. 

Caglayangil parenthetically asked me if I had heard 
that Bhutto, who had been denouncing C::C:NTO in Pakistan recently 
came to Ayub and said, "I spoke out against CENTO for political 

E IFIED 
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reasons, but you your self should not abandon this organization. " 
Caglayangil felt Bhutto was still pulling the strings of public 
opinion in Pakistan, as ambitious and unsc r u p ulous as ever, a wealthy 
rnan who knew how to flatter the mob. 

In excusing his relationship w i t h Red China, Ayub 
surprised Caglayangil by displaying a phobia over U.S. intentions 
toward Pakistan. He even accused the U.S. o f encouraging a 
separatist movement in East Pakistan. C agl a yangil immediately 
voiced incredulity asking how separation could advance the interests 
of the U.S. Ayub gave no clear answer. 

I asked Caglay angil wheth er the fact that American 
economic aid to Pakistan had been resume d at a level approximating 
that which directly preceded the Pakistan-India war had been 
mentioned by Ayub. Caglayangil replied h e had mentioned U.S. 
aid but primarily to complain of various restrictions built into it 
which he had found onerous. 

I remarked that such a frank e x change with President 
Ayub showed there must be an unusual personal relationship and 
Caglayangil replied that indeed this was the case and they had talked 
without restraint. 

Caglayangil was very happy to hear from Secretary 
Rusk that Pirzada had accepted the invitation for discussion in 
Washington. He wished Ayub would go and in fact, for my information, 
had urged him to take this initiative so as to talk things out. Ayub 
was noncommittal. 

In response to my query regarding his relationship 
with Pirzada, he said he was doing the best he could but Pirzada 
unfortunately was "neither a man of good-will nor was he intelligent;" 
to that extent he was worse than Bhutto. 



EMBASSY 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMER IC A 

Rawalpindi,Pakista n 

August 25, 1967 

.OONF IDEN'fli'ds 

The Honorable 
Walt W. Rostow 
The White -Hc:tuse 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Walt: 

Thought you might be interested in th8 ·enclosed copy 
of a letter just received from President Ayub in con­
nection with my presentation of credentials. Please 
do show it to the Boss if you think he would like to 
see it. 

I don't know whether there is any significance in this 
or not, but I note that he says ~"Thi£ visit, though 
somewhat brief. • • " In fact, the total visit was 
approximately 42 minutes, of which only five were the 
formal presentation and the rest was spent alone in 
private discussion. The Chief of P~otocol commented . 
to our DCM and me after the meetinw that its length was 
"unprecedented," and President Ayub'.s Military Secretary 
made a very similar observation tc aur DCM and my Staff 
Aide duri~g the . meeting. 

Things are still very novel to ~e 2-S a neophyte, but I 
think I am beginning to get thi~1s $1.fted out and I know 
already that this is going to be A 42:acinating assignment. 
I only hope that I can justify th~ ,,~sident's confidence. 

Subject to some occurrence I do no~ •ow anticipate, I do 
not plan to seek an audience with President Ayub until 
shortly before his departure on his Moscow trip, at which 
time I hope to discuss with him, among other things, the 
t~en current Israeli situation, within . of course, the 

DECI.ASSIFIED 
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guidelines which the Department Will furnish me. He 
is scheduled to leav& here on Septe~•er 25. 

With warm personal regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Benjamin H. Oehlert, Jr. 
American Ambassador 

Enclosure: 

Copy of President :Ayub's 
letter of August21, 1967 



( 

From: ~resident's House 
Field Marshal Dacca 
Mohammad AyubKhan, 

N.Pk. ,H.J. August 21, 1967 

Dear Mr. Ambassador, 

Thank you very much for your le~ter dated the 16th 
August, 1967. 

I was very glad to meet you when you came to present 
your credeneials. This visit, thougk somewhat brief, pro­
vided an opportunity all the same to exchange views with 
you. I have no doubt that my message and views would be 
faithfully conveyed by you to President Johnson. I might 
add that I have already written to President Johnson 
conveying my deep thoughts to him for the gift of the two 
l~vely books of photographs and the pamphlet on his political 
Philosophy received through you and also how glad I have 
been to meet you as his Ambassador ia whom he has great 
trust. I have also assured President Johnson that you 
Will receive every consideration and courtesy from all 
concerned in Pakistan in the execution of your duties. 

I am glad to hear that you have kindly taken the 
trouble to send an autographed copy of my book "Friends 
Not Masters" to Eugene Black. 

I trust that you have by now settled down in your new 
charge. 

With best w~shes, 

Yours sincerely, 

Isl M.A. Khan 

His Excellency 
Benjamin H. Oehlert, Jr., 
Ambassador of the U.S.A., 
q7-A, Satellite Town, 
' Rawalpindi 

DEa.ASSIFJED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
NLJ .s-

By , , NARA, Date l~-Js-9y 
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Friday, September 1, 1967, 12:45 p. m. 

-SECRET/SENSITIVE 

DECL SS i~!...L
1\ifEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

E.O. 123 6, Sec. 3. 1(1)) 
. White H~ G 'd . es Feb. 4 1\-3" 

SUBJECT: Henry Wilson's Letter on PL 480 Potential -L1.&_ ' &'4-tf(
Bv~ , NARA, Dat 

You asked for a quiet pricing-out on Henry Wilson's com modity recom­
mendations. The total value of the commotlities he lists would be about 
$212 million. But I should also report the following: 

l. Wilson's proposals are not additional to what USDA now 
has programmed. All of the agreements on Wilson's list 
are now well along in the bureaucratie process and will be 
proposed to you for final approval within the next 2-3 months. 
Two of them -- India and Ecuador -- are before you now, 
though the recommendation on India is for l million rather 
than Wilson's 1. 5 million tons. The half million tons for 
Pakistan may not come to you before November or December. 

2. The $212 million worth of commodities in Wilson's letter 
represent less than half of the $550 million worth of PL 480 
sales agreements Agriculture projects we will sign in the 
rest of calendar 1967. The current estimate for total cy· 1967 
PL 480 sales is $1. 1 billion. Add in about $400 million in 
PL 480 donations and you get the current projection of a total 
1967 PL 480 program of $1. 5 billion. 

3. This projection reflects a hard push from Agriculture to move 
commodities as fast as possible consistent with the self-help 
standards you have established. and which are being strictly 
enforced. 

4. Agriculture is pushing oil particularly hard. Circular cable 
has been sent to every post intthe LDC world asking if they can 
find a way to provide some oil. This reflects a disastrous drop 
of about l / 3 in oil prices in the past 12 months (from about $350 
a ton to less than $250), and the prospect of the largest soybean 
crop in our history." 

Thus, I am afraid Henry's suggestions do nothing but give you a preview 
of what will be presented to you for decision within the next two or three months. 
The truth is that Agriculture is already pushing_as hard as possible. We will 
be fortunate to reach the totals they now project. 

W. W. Rostow 
EKH:mst -sECRET/SENSITIVE 



T ...-:'lA-; '\,7BOARD OF ..l~...:...:.i 

OF THE GITY OF CHICA.GO 

HENRY H. WILSON, JR. 
PRESIOE:NT 

August 29, 1967 

Dear Mr: President: 

I had lunch with Orville Freeman yesterday and 
discussed among other matters the problems of 
agricultural prices. 

I have secured from within the industry figures on 
proposed additional shipments pursuant to Title I of 
P. L.480. 

I asked Secretary Freeman whether these sums to 
the following countries would inhibit progress within 
these countries toward self-help. 

After some investigation he responded to me that 
these possib~lities would be completely within 
current rules and estilnate s. 

The possibilities are as follows: 

Vvheat 

India 1,500,000 metw-ic. tons 
Bolivia 114, 000 metric. tons 
Chile 120,000 metric tons 
Ecuador 15,000 metric tons 
Ceylon 80,000 metric tons 
Guinea 11, 000 metric tons 
Morocco 300,000 metric tons 
Paraguay 35,00G metric tons 
Peru 30,000 tl'\3tric tons 
Pakistan 500,000 metric tons 

PRESERVA11CN GC:l"Y 
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V•getable Oil 

Pakistan 100, QQQ tOf\S 

India 70, 000 tons 

Probably additional oil could appropriately 
be shipped to other places such as Iran. 

Secretary Freeman a1reed that the cost to the govern­
ment would be much less were these iterns purchased 
directly from the private trade for export rather than 
taken under loan and thereafter exported. 

The difference as to wheat would be 25-30¢ a bushel 
and as to vegetable oil 1¢ per pound. 

R~spectfully,
' \ \\ 

\~,~ 
l 

Henry H. Wilson, Jr. 

':'he President 
The White House 
Wa.shington., D. C. 



__11/ 
Friday, September 1, 1967, 11:30 a. m. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

The National Security Act of 194.7 outlines the respons.ibility 
to you of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in the following words: 

11 The Joint Chiefs. of Sta££ are the principal 
military advisers to the President, the National 
Security Council and the Se·cretary of DefenseJ1 

We are digging out the Congressional Debate of 1947 which 
we will be sending to you later o•f.B -

Attached is the copy .of the Act itself. The above quoted 
language .is on page 25. The language on the functions of the 
Council ia on page 2.. 

Bks 
W. Rostow 

.... 



Friday, Se_ptember 1, J.967 
9:30 a. m. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

I! you wis·h to have a feel for the process which 
is mald.ng the curves -- which I showed yon 
yesterday -- move favorably. read tlns CIA 
field report on the VC in July.. 

Beneath the surface of the somewhat 0 desperate 1 

(p. ?) terrorist attack.a ia (p. 5) a process ln 
which: "the people are leaving the vc.. the VC 
are being forced to leave the people,. u 

The r ·eport also notes, however. (p. ?) that 
0 the VC organization is effective and VC forces 
retain a formidable capability to inflict death 
and destruction. ·" 

W.W. R. 

- CONFIDENTIAL attachment (TDCS-314/ 13052-67 30 Aug 67) 

DECLASSIFIED 
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DIST 30 AUiUST 1967 
AN 

3.6E.0. 2 ~ , 
1 

COUNTRY SOUTH VIETNAM NLJj.lf...~~~~-:- _BATOR 
By - JOWDlER 

JUDGE!DOI JULY 1967 _DAVlS _ 
_ GINSBURGH 

SUBJECT SUMMARY OF VIET CONG ACTIVITIES IN _HAMILTOK 
_JESSUP 

SOUTH VIETNAM DURING JULY 1967 _JOHJiS()tl 
~CAM 
JE£NY 

VIETNAM, SAIGON FIELD NO. ~ 

J(SOURCE 

l-,-
t,3la){4J 

_SU~ARY: THROUGHOUT SOJTI-t VIETNAM TI-fE VIET CONG (VC) 

C0NT:NUE TO FACE SERIOUS PROBLEMS. EVER~HERE, EXCEPT SOME 

PARTS OF IV CORPS, FOOD ANO MANPCh/ER ARE IN SERIOUSLY SHORT 

SUPPLY. TAX COLLECTION IS AN INCREASING PROBLEM IN ALL AREAS. 

POPULAR SUPPORT CONTINUES TO DECLINE. TiilS -1S ACCELERATED 

E, Y TH£ VC.' S INCR EASED USE CF TERROR AND REPRESS ION TO rORCE 

• 
(di.fl"" controLI) 



TOCS-314/13052-b/ 

PAGE 2 OF 13 PAGES 

• 
(cH.unn oontroLIJ 

SUPPORT. LOSS OF POPULATION F"ROM VC CONTROL CONTINUES TO 

REDUCE THE MANPCM'ER AVAILABLE f"OR TROOPS, LABOR SUPPORT F'OR 

THE MILITARY, AND TILLERS OF' THE f"IELDS. DESPITE SUCH 

EROSION, H01YEVER, THE VC STRUCTURE REMAINS STRONG AND DAN­

GEROUS, WITH f"AIR TO GOOO MORALE IN THE UPPER LEVELS. THEY 

LAUNCHED VERY FEW SIZEABLE MILITARY ACTIONS IN JULY, HOJEVER, 

FOCUSING THEIR RESOURCES ON ATTACKS ON SMALL OUTPOSTS AND ON 

HARASSMENT OF REVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS, CHIEU HOI 

(OPEN ARMS) AND REFUGEE CENTERS, AND LINES OF COM-1UNICATION. 

THERE APPEARED TO BE AN_ELE:ME~.l. 9f~Q§f1_RA:T IONJlt~~lR~I-- N-­

C~~~S€)RH~t-N61:scR, MI NArt:iERROBJ.§..M..:; THE cH IEF NEW 

DEVELOPMENT IN JULY WAS THE GREATLY INCREASED ATTENTION DE­

VOTED TO THE APPROACHING NATIONAL ELECTIONS. THIS CONSISTED 

ALMOST ENTIRELY OF PLANNING, PROPAGANDIZING, AND SPREADING 

THREATS OF DEATH TO THOSE wHO SUPPORT THE ELECTIONS " SOME 

. MINOR ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES WERE NOTED DURING THE MONTH. 

END SUMMARY. 

VC PROBLEMS: 

1. FOOD SHORTAGES WERE VERY SERIOUS IN JULY IN ALL BUT 

IV CORPS, AND EVEN THERE THE VIET CONG (VC) WERE HARD PRESSED 

L:3(8.)(4) 
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IN SOME AREAS TO COLLECT ENOUGH FOOD. IN I AND II CORPS A 

CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF' MILITARY MANPOWER HAS BEEN DIVERTED 

!J AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION AND COLLECTION OF FOOD FROM THE 
•PEASANTS; FOR EXAMPLE, ONE BATTALIO~ OF THE 95TH NORTH VIETNAMESE 

ARMY CNVA) REGIMENT IN PHU YEN PROVINCE HAD 1~ PERCENT OF ITS 

MEN DETAILED TO AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION. THE FOOD SHORTAGE 

HAS CONTRIBUTED TO POOR MORALE AND TO DESERTIONS AND DEFECTIONS. 

THE FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEM IS AN ABSOLUTE SHORTAGE OF GRAIN 

CAUSED BY DECREASED PRODUCTION AND INCREASED DEMAND, BUT THIS 

~AS BEEN COMPOUNDED BY SERIOUS DISLOCATION OF THE VC SUPPLY 

SYSTEM. "ALLIED SWEEPS HAVE BROKEN UP VC SUPPLY ORGANIZATIONS, 

AND ALLIED UNITS ARE OCCUPYING KEY LOCATIONS ON SOME OF THE 

ESTABLISHED COMMO-LIAISON ROUTES. IN NINH THUAN A NUMBER 

OF CADRES WERE REPLACED BECAUSE OF FAILURE 10 SECURE SUPPLY 

ROUIES FROM THE MAIN LOGISTIC SUPPORT AREA TO SECRET OPERATIONAL 

BASES • .MEDICAL SUPPLIES, ESPECIALLY ANTIBIOTICS, ARE SHORT 

IN ALL AREAS. 

2. THE VC ARE SUFFERING FROM A SHORTAGE OF TAX IN­

COME ALL OVER THE COUNTRY. RA ISING TAX LEVELS HAS SERVED 

TO MAKE COLLECTION ALL THE MORE DIFFICULT, AND LOCAL UNITS 
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ARE INCREASINGLY RESORTING TO TERRORISM TO ENFORCE PAYMENT. 

H-! SEVERAL DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE COUNTRY INDIVIDUALS HAVE 

BEEN "EXECUTED" FOR NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES. 

3. POPULATION CONTROL AND LOS~F POPULAR SUPPORT ARE 

GR™ING PROBLEMS. ALLIED SUCCESS HAS MADE PEOPLE IN MANY 

AREAS RELUCTANT TO COOPERATE WITH THE VC. TO ENFORCE COOPERA­

TION, TRE VC HAVE FREQUENTLY RESORTED TO TERROR AND INTIMIDA­

TION, WHICH HAVE INCREASED THEIR UNPOPULARITY. THE KHANH 

HOA PROVINCE COMMITTEE FOUND ITSELF IN AN UNHAPPY DILEMMA: 

IT DECIDED IT DID NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT TROOPS TO COUNTER 

ALLIED OPERATIONS AND MAINTAIN CONTROL OVER THE POPULATION 

AND FOOD PRODUCTION, BUT IT COULD NOT SUPPORT ANY ADDITIONAL 

TROOPS BECAUSE OF THE UNAVAILABILITY OF FOOD. IN IV CORPS, 

VC HAVE COMPLAINED OF LACK OF POPULAR SUPPORT BOTH I~ CON­

TESTED AREAS AND VC AREAS. 

4. . MORALE IN THE LOw'ER ECHELONS IS POOR NEARLY EVERY-

WHERE. HIGHER-LEVEL CADRES AND MAIN-FORCE TROOPS ARE GENtRALLY 

IN BETTER SHAPE ANO A Ff:t/ INSTANCES OF HIGH MORALE ARE RE­

PORTED. FOOD AND MEDICAL SHORTAGES AND, ESPECIALLY, THE 

AWESOME POSER OF ALLIED MILITARY FORCES CONTINUE TO DEPRESS 
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MORALE. 

5. PERHAPS THE MOST IMMEDIATELY CRITICAL PROBLEM IS 

THE SHORTAGE OF MANPOtJER, WHICH IS TO A LARGE EXTENT AN 

OUTGROw'TH OF THE PROBLtMS ALREADY DISCUSSED. ALTHOUGH DECLINING. 

POPULAR SOPPORT MEANS FEWER VOLUNTEERS, THE PHYSICAL EXOOUS 

OF PEOPLE FROM VC-HELD TERRITORY MEANS AN ABSOLUTE DECREASE 

IN AVAILABLE MANPOWER FOR ALL PURPOSES--TROOPS, AGRICULTURAL, 

LABOR, AND MILITARY SUPPORT ACTIVITIES. IN ONE DRAMATIC 

EXAMPLE, IN rPORTION GBLD-BEING SVCD)PHONG DtSTRICT OF QUANG TRI 

PROVINCE, 9octBEING SVCD)FAMILIES REMOVED THEMSELVES TO A RELATIVELY SAFER 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT AREA. 

6. ~S~REC"ENTCi':-BECOME-;APPARENVTHAt3/Hl CE~:rHE ·~7 

P;OP LE:_:ARSLEAV ING-J"H;::YC;-TH~~::ARE~..6..E1~_;--F08C_;Q ~tO:-LE:~V.E.: 
~·- - ___. --

.:THE: ·pt-;)PLt. ESPEC IALLY IN I AND I I CORPS, SUSTA INED ALL IED 

PRESSURE HAS DRIVEN A LARGE PART OF THE VC FORCES FROM THE 

_POPULOUS COASTAL PLAINS TO THE SAFER BUT SPARSELY INHABITED 

MOUNTAIN JUNGLES. THIS IN TIJRN CCJ.1PLICATES THEIR RECRUITMENT 

AND FOOD-SUPPLY PROBLEMS. 

7. THE vC ARE TRYING TO MEET THEIR MANPOJER PROBLEMS 

BY CALLING ON WOMEN AND CHILDREN. YOUTHS oa.JN TO 14 YEARS 
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OF AGE ARE BEING TAKEN INTO IHE ARMED FORCES. EVEN ~ORTH 

VIETNAM CNVN) HAS RESORTED TO LOWERED AGE STANDARDS FOR THE 

REPLACEMENTS IT SENDS SOUTH. SEVERAL RECENTLY INFIL~RATED 

16-YEAR-OLDS HAVE BEEN CAPfURED. RECENTLY SEIZED DOCUMENTS 

REVEAL THAT IN ONE AREA THE VC HAVE ORDERED THAT 50 PERCENT 

OF THE GUERRILLAS MUST BE WOMEN. IN ANOTHER AREA TH~ MINIMUM 

~AS SET AT 33 PERCENT. SOME PROVINCES REPORT FURTHER CUTS 

IN ADMINISTRATIVE STAFFS TO RELEASE MORE MEN FOR .MILITARY 

SERVICE. 

8. THE ~ANPOWER-REPLACEMENT PROBLEM WAS REPORTED AS 

BEING SERIOUS EVERYWHERE IN THE lHREE NORTHERN CORPS AREAS 

EXCEPT IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE. IN QUANG TRI THEY CAN GEI 

INFILTRATORS FROM THE NORlk WITH RELATIVE EASE, BUT REPORTS 

SAY THAT EVEN THERE THE QUALITY OF THE REPLACEMENTS IS 

DECLINING. IN POPULOUS IV CORPS, . FIVE PROVINCES HAVE 

REPORTED ScRIOUS MANPOWER PROBLEMS. KIEN HOA· REPORTS NO 
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S!:-lORTJi~E FOR LOCAL REPLACEMENTS BUT SAYS THE PROVINCE CAN 

l\'e LONG[R EXPORT MANPOWER AS IT HAS !N THE PAST. 

9. HOWEVER, DESPITE THESE CONTINUING AND, IN SOME 

CAS::s, GROWING PROBLEMS, a:1l~· ·VCQ:)l:t.G"A"NIZATION rs· ·£EFEC.!!VE A-ND.. 

T·He ~~~.£_f~_KG£-S.:~.E.'t"AIN.::r-£ORMTDABLE·~cAPABIL.rrY :to~FLTCT 

.JEAtJ:7;j_r.DES!ITTTCt-ro N. 

vC ACTIVITIES 

!0~ JULY WAS A RELATIVELY ROU!INE MONTH FOR VC AC!IVI1Y. 

THE A~NIVERSARY OF THE GENEVA ACCORDS, 20 JULY, WAS HERALDED 

3Y T~E VC PROPAGANDIST AS A GREAT OCCASION TO BE MARKED 

BY M.~JOR MILITARY AND TERRORIST ACTIVITY, BUT . IN THE EVENT 

IT ~AS NOT DIFFERENT FROM ANY OTHER DAY. IN BINH THUAN PROVINCE, 

FOR ~XKM?LE, ! HE VC ?RO? AGA ND IZED THAT THERE WOULD BE. PQS"raRS 

AND VC. ~LAGS EVERYWHERE ON THE 20TH AND. THAT THE DAY WOULD 

BE C~~EBRATED WITH •GLORIOUS ACHIEVEMENTS• AGAINST GOVERNMENT 

OF V!~TNAM CGVN) INSTATLATIONS~ IN FACT, ONE BULLDOZER WAS 

DE:STR OYED AND ONE SMALL,' UNSUCCESSFUL ATTACK LAUNCHED, BOTH 

0~ 7HE 19TH. ON THE a0TH, NOTHING HAPPENED. IN GENERAL, 

PREVIOUSLY ESTABLISHED TRENDS CONTINUED THROUGH THE MONT.H, 

TH~ ONLY MAJOR CHANGE BEING THE INCREASING ATTENTION GIV~N 

) , 3{a)(!J) 
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TO ANTI-ELECTION PLANNI~G AND PROPAGANDA AS THE 3 SEPTEMBER 

ELECTION DATE DREW NEAR~R. 

11. EVERY PROVINCE BUT CHAU DOC REPORTED A GREAT DEAL 

OF ANTI-ELECTION ACTIVITY, MOSTLY IN THE FORM OF PROPAGA~DA 

DISPARAGING THE ELECTIONS AS A "FARCE," STRESSING THE 

FUTILITY OF VOTING, AND SUGGESTING--SOMETIMES BY EXPLICIT 

THREAtS--THAT SUPPORTING THE ELECTION INVOLVED SERIOUS RISK 

OF BEING KILLED. BIEN HCA PROVINCE REPORTED THERE WE~K SOME 

INSTANCES OF VC SEIZURE OF FAMILY RECORD BOOKS AND IDENTIFIC~­

TION CARDS TO PREVENT VOTING. IN VINH LONG PROVINCE IT WAS 

NOTED THAT NEARLY ALL VC PLANS AND DIRECTIVES WERE PREFACED 

BY THE PHASE "FROM NOW UNTIL THE ELECTIONS," INDICATING THE 

IMPORTANCE ASSIGNED TO THE ELECTIONS BY THE VC LEADERSHIP. 

1~ MILITARY ACTION BY THE VC/NVA FORCES WAS GENERALLY 

LIMITED TO SMALL ACTIONS. IN QUANG NAM PROVINCE, HOWEVER, 

THEY MANAGED TO SCORE TWO "SPECTACULARS" OF THE KIND ~OST 

USEFUL IN BOOSTING THEIR O~N MORALE AND PRESENTING !HE WORLD 

WITH A PICTURE OF ALLIED VULNERABILITY. ON 14 JULY THE VC, 

UNDER COVER OF A MORTAR ATTACK, SEIZED THE HO! AN JAIL AND 

RELEASED THE PRISONERS. ABOUT 870 POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
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CADRE PRISONERS MADE GOOD THEIR ESCAPE,PROVIDING THE VC 

A MUCH NEEDED SUPPLY OF TRAINED MANPOWER. ON THE SAME NIGHT, 

AN NVA ARTILLERY UNIT HIT DANANG AIR BASE WITH 48 122MM 

ROCKETS, KILLING EIGHT, WOUNDING J75, AND CAUSING DAMAGE 

TO AIRCRAFT AND FACILITIES ESTIMATED AS HIGH AS 85 MILLION 

DOLLARS. IN BINH LONG PROVINCE ON 11 JULY THE ENEMY LAUNCHED 

AN ILL-CONSIDERED REGIMENTAL-SIZED OFFENSIVE AGAINST A 

BATTALION OF THE ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF V1ETNAM CARVN) 

5TH DIVISION AND TOOK HEAVY LOSSES. THROUGHOUT THE REST 

OF THE COUNTRY, THE VC/NVA GUERRILLAS AVOIDED LARGE-UNIT 

CONTACTS AND LIMITED THEIR INITIATIVES TO HIT-AND-RUN MORTAR 

AND ROCKET ATTACKS, ASSAULTS ON SMALL OUTPOSTS, AND SMALL 

ATTACKS ON LINES OF COMMUNICATION. 

13. TERRORISM INCREASED IN MOST AREAS, POSSIBLY RE­

FLECTING AN INABILITY TO CONDUCT LARGER OPERATIONS. THESE 

ATTACKS TENDED TO CONTINUE THE INDISCRIMINATE CHARACTER NOTED 

THE PREVIOUS MONTH: PEOPLE WERE KILLED SEEMINGLY AT RANDOM 
. . 

BY MINES, BOOBY TRAPS,AND ~ORTAR FIRE. THERE WERE A FEW 

GROUP "iXECUTIONS" OF PEOPLE ~HO WERE ACCUSED OF SOME SORT 

OF ANTl-vc CONNECTIONS. IN NAM HOA DISTRICT OF THUA !HIEN 
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PROVINCE, 14 SELECTED PEOPLE, INCLUDING A 4-YEAR-OLD CHILD, 

WERE ASSASSINATED. IN ONE SUCH CASE IN GIA DINH PROVINCE, 

SIX PEOPLE WHO WERE KILLED FOR INVOLVEMENT WITH GVN INFORMER 

ACTIVITIES WERE LATER FOUND NOT !O HAVE BEEN INVOLVED. 

14. REPORTS FROM SEVERAL WIDELY SCATTERED PLACES 

INDICATED THE VC ARE STRIVING TO INCREASE THEIR CAPABILITIES 

AND ACTIVITY IN THE CITIES, BUI THERE WERE FEW SIGNS OF 

ACHIEVEMENT IN THIS REGARD DURING JULY. FOR THE FIRST TIME 

IN NEARLY A YEAR, VC-EMPLANTED GRENADES-WERE FOUND IN DANANG 

CITY, BUT BOTH WERE DISARMED BEFORE EXPLODING. KIEN HOA 

PROVINCE REPORTED THE ORGANIZATION OF A "RESIGNED-TO-DEATH" 

CLASS FOR GIVING INDOCTRINATION AND TRAINING FOR SUICIDE 

ATTACKS ON GVN TARGETS. 

15. THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY THE VC CONTINUED TO GIVE HIGH 

PRIORITY TO COUNTERING GVN PACIFICATION PROGRAMS. AS 

PREVIOUSLY, THEY LAUNCHED NUMEROUS PHYSICAL ATTACKS ON 

REVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMENT CRD) TEAMS, OFTEN SELECIING THOSE 

TEAMS WHOSE PROGP~~s WERE MAKING THE GREATEST PROGRESS. 

SOME PROVINCES, EXPECIALLY IN IV CORPS, HAVE NOTED IN­

CREASED S0PHISTICAT!U1,J !1v 1HE ANTI-RED PROPAGANrA. A NUMBER 
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OF TECHNIQUES, INCLUDING SONG AND POETRY-WRITING CONTESTS, 

ARE USED IN AN EFFORT TO 1URN THE HAMLET-DWELLERS AGAINST 

THE TEAMS AND TO DEMORALIZE OR SUBVERT THE TEAM MEMBERS. 

16. AGENT REPORTS,DEFECTORS, AND DOCUMENTS TE~L OF 

VC DISTRESS OVER THE GROJING EFFORT OF THE CHIEU HOI 

(OPEN ARMS) PRCXiRAM. IN ADDITION TO CONDUCTING EXTENSIVE 
MADE ATTACKS 0~ 

PROPAGANDA, THE VC HAVE/MORTAR/ CHIEU HOI AND REFUGEE CAMPS, 

KILLING AND WOUND ING A NUMBER OF INHAB ITANTS1 AND THEY HAVE 

ASSASSINATED A NUMBER OF INDIVIDUAL HOIHXHANH (RALLIERS). 

ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES. 

17. TI-iERE AR[ REPORTS FRCt-1 ALL FOUR CORPS AREAS OF 

VC MILITARY UNITS BEING BROKEN UP INTO SMALLER GROUPS AND 

RECEIVING TRAINING IN SAPPER ACTIVITY AND SMALL-UNIT TACTICS. 

IN PG CORPS, VC UNITS HAVE BROKEN INTO SMALLER GROUPS IN 

ORDER TO EVADE FRIENDLY FORCES, ~ND OBSERVERS 5AY THEY SEEM 

TO BE ASSUMING A SUPPORT ROLE FOR NVA FORCES. THtS WAS DONE 
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EARLIER IN CORPS, WHERE tT REPORTEDLY CAUSED VC RESENTMENT 

AGAINST ™E HVA. 

18. \N GIANG PROVINCE REPORTS A "DONG KHOI" (MOVE OUT 

ALL F'ORCES) CAMPAIGN DESJGNED TO UNITE ALL VC F'ORCES UNDER 

A MILITARY COMMAND SECT[ON AND MAKE ALL CADRES WORK HARDER 

FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE FALL-WINTER CAMPAIGN. niE .DETAfLS 

OF THIS REPORTED POLICY ARE OBSCURE, BUT IT APPEARS TO INVOLVE 

AN INCREASED RELIANCE ON MILITARY DISCIPLINE IN PLACE OF 

POLITICAL MOTIVATION. BINH THUAN PROVINCE REPORTS THAT 60 

NVN POLITICAL CADRES, WHO CAME DOWN IN MAY, HAVE BEEN 

ASSIGNED TO HELP DIRECT ACrlVITIES OF DISTRICT AND VILLAGE 

COMMITT'EES. MANY OF THE BINH TI-nJAN VC ARE LIKELY TO LOOK 

UoON 11-iEM AS CARPETBAGGERS. THIS PROVINCE HAS ALSO RE­

ORGANIZED THREE OF ITS DISTRICTS IN AN EFFORT TO RECOVER 

FROM THE DISRUPTION CAUSED BY ALLIED MILITARY OPERATIONS. 

19. ON 1 JANUARY 1967, THE CENTRAL OFFICE FOR SOUTH 

VIETNAM (COSVN) ISSUED A DIRECTl'VE THAT CADRES f"ROM VARIOOS 

LEVELS WOULD BE SENT DONN TO LOWER LEVELS TO STRENGTHEN 
.: TOCS-314/05O40-67

THEM SUBSEQUENT REPORT ING IND ICATED 

COMPLIANCE WITH THE DIRECTIVE IN A NUMBER Or PROVINCES, IN-
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CLUDING GONTUM, NINH THUAN, PHONG DINH, AN GIANG, KIEN GIANG1 AND 

KIEN HOA. REPORTING RECEIVED DURING JULY INDICATES 

THAT DARLAC IS THE MOST RECENT PROVINCE TO HAVE IMPLEMENTED 

THE COSVN DIRECTIVE. 

20. FlELD DISSEM: STATE USMACV DIR/JUSPAO (MR. ZORTHIAN 

ONLY) ClNCPAC ARPAK PACAF PACFLT. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR. THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Presentation of Natiollal ,Security· Medal to Widow 
of Desmond FitzGe:rald 

La.st month you. app~oved tbe posthumoua award of the National 
Sedu1:ity Medal to Desmond FitzGera.ld who, until hi.a sudden death 
was CIA Deputy Director for Plans. 

Mr. FitzGerald's widow and his imm..edia-te family will be 
returning to Washington on September 12. 

I :recommend that you present the- award to MrEi. FitzGerald at 
a small ceremony in your office. Alter.natively, it could be 
presented to Mrs. .FitzGerald by Dick Helm• at a c:-eremony at 
CIA headquart-ers. 

W. 'W. Roa,tow 

__~_ ;eremony in my office 

Have Helms present 

See me 

WWR:BKS:am.c 

https://FitzGera.ld


,SECRET 

Friday, September 1, 1967 
8:30 a.m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Ambi Bunker's reply 
to my cable of last night on the UPI 
report (attached). 

W. W. Rostow 

/~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ 

-~.J::Z~ 

Saigon 906 (CAS channels) 
CAP 67744 (CAS Channels) 

WWRostow:rln 
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PP YEKADS 
DE YEKADL 601 2·44112€ 
P 011120Z 
Fr1 CIA 
TO ':!HITE HOUSE 

. ZEr,1 _.._. . . - ~ --
-S E ·c R E T "EYES ·ONLY 0.10855 Z VIA' CAS -~J.iANNELS 

FM A~1B BUNKER . SAIGON -906 . - :... -

TO THE WHITE HOUSE, EYES ONLY WALT ROSTOW.-

J = ._APPRECIATE HAVING FULL TEXT OF UPI REPORT ON OBSERVERS. 
2~ PLEASE -SAY -·To .HIGHEST AUTHORITY THAT I EXPECT TO SEE SENATOR 
MURPHY AND MESSRS. JAMES AND ANTELL LATER TODAY AT RECEPTION 
I AM GIVING FOR OBSERVERS, AND WILL CONGRATULATE THEM ON THEIR 
STATEMENTS AND ON THEIR PERCEPTIVENESS RF.GARDING SITUATION -HERE 
AND Ir1?0RTANCE IT CAN HAVE AT HOME. 
-3., I THINK WE GOT OFF TO A GOOD START YESTERDAY. AT MORNING 
BR !EFING SESSION, · I STARTED OFF WITH OVERALL ASSESSMENT OF SITUATION 
AS WE SEE IT HERE. WHILE I SPOKE FROM NOTES, GROUP ASKED ME -TO. -- _ -- ..-~ lj 

-G-lVE--: iHEt1 EQUIVALENT _WRITTEN STATEt1ENT WHICH THEY CO U.LD T~t\KE BACK .;; / 
1 

·Wi1'H '?4l.n:-M ·-~---:caE·L·IE''T".lG - Irr '·'O"LD s~ USE'h°lJL -AT ·n'" 7f.":. I ,.. L'fst t rny TO DO 1•w :·--.-.s _1 __ _ -' Ju.;.n, ·'-'- ·-· _ _ ~ J.h __ 1 W u ~ · j · · i U;. ~~• ·-. - ~i1l"l.w~ a . . . · - --...;.:~ 
·-THis-BEOFE --THEIR DZ?ARTURE~ · · _._ · . · 
'4 ·. CALHOUN AND DUNLOP FOLLOWED WITH BRIEF_INGS ON DEVELOPMENT OF 
CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESS AND THOROUGH EXPLANATION OF GVN ELECTORAL 
LAWS AND PLANS AND PROCEDURES FOR THE CAMPAIGN AND THE ELECTIONS. 
ALL MEMBERS AFTER EXPRESSED TO ME THEIR PERSONAL APPRECIA- · 
TION OF.. BftIEFINGSe YESTERDAY AFTERNOON AND TODAY, .THEY HEVE BEEN 

PAGE 2 SAiGON 906 S E C R E T EYES ONLY VIA CAS CHAN £~ELS 
OUT IN VARIOUS PARTS OF THE COUNTRY ON INt JV IDUAL AND GROUP EXPEDITIONS. 

·wE ARE .GIVING THEM COMPLETE FREEDOM AND FLEXIBILITY AS TO THEIR 1 
PROGRAMS AND THIS SEEMS TO BE MUCH APPRECIATED;. I AM PLEASED 
~ITH DEVELOPMENTS SO FAR • 
..S E C R E T EYES ONLY VIA CAS CHANNELS 
BT 

. EYES 'ONLY 
E. I cc. 3.6 
NLJ

RRNNNN By____ 

PRESERAHii:wi , /Jf 'r 

https://caE�L�IE''T".lG
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DE . ~£KADS t 3i2 2440048 
o 01004GZ. Z.Yl-1 
...M wi-u n:: HO ;~•'.JE -~·-~ . ~ 

. ~ .. 6")TO rtM6M SA l.G-ON 
Zl21'1 

~.-

S E e R IE 'f C.A-P6114f4, 'i IA CAS CHP1NNELS 2·t£S ONLY BUNKER 
P/k.@M. W~L r ROSTOvJ 
TQ AMeA ss AD CJ R e,4µ; · :i . , · I -

·t-i .G-£-1CSST A-LftHO({l~TY :,1 IS HES YOU TO HAVE FULL 1 EXT OF ,UPI : . 
R.~ Po" ,s AG Or Tl ::=: ..~'JL I NG ON THE OB SERv ··~R · . 

[N' ~ t.GiiT O F l'HAT REPORT HE - SUGGESTS· ' ·,.h , YOU GO OUT 
OF )'ou.R WAY TO CO~RAT ULATE MESSRS. JAM iS Ai~G ANTEL·L, 
AS WGL L. 1: s 5{-;i!JflTe"> f{ ~ 11 RPHY, ON THE PERCEPTIO i:~ or 
f1JG 11< RE1' CT t·o/U~ To TrfG. 3 ITUATIOi~ AND THE STRENGTHE UNG EFFECT . 
OF THoS..t. Ri.1{ CI IO i:S ON THE SITUAT!OH BA CK" HQ :'v; E. 

S'A-.16bN-.-P(:i::., I D£tf~ JOHNSON'S 22 ELECTION OBSERVERS TOOK 
Souit+ \/fGT .~A~CS ?OLI•TlCAL PULSE T0DAY - A1.JD GOT A FEEL OF THE 
WltR. 1\-T TffrE 5~/tilE TH?;- .. 

DRESSED HJ JU.NG\..£ Ei:l ·,TS , FATIGUES AND SPOHT $HIRTS, THEY 
FA/\JAJ.f;1) OUT -~no TOO& P2 0V INCES IN F !VE G. OUPS TO FIND OUT · 
Ht>W n1c;: s ous r VIETl~Mlc. SE WILL ELECT A PRESIDENT, · v1cE- . 
P.~£ <5 f0E&ff A[,iD SENATE 0L'J SUNDAY. THEY WE RE · LOOKING· FOR SIGNS OF 
.E:L£cl I.D JJ FR l\ UD o 

1\vo o F TM£ SROUPS EN COUNTERED THE WA R ALO U1 THE WAY~ · 
Tl £. OP.>$'~ RVE R.$ GOHJT TO DANM-JG WPiTCHED FROM TX:~IR PLA NE·. AS 
U.S .. JErs AND WARSHIPS POUNDED THE NORTHER,~ COAST A FLIG HT OF 
lr-tt-U coP:·r: RS Cl.\;-' RYI(~G !-\ NOT HER GROU P INTO THE 1'lr:KONG . DELTA . iAS 
RE-t- ~ ll 1.tT .. ARotliAID ANGT nER AIR STRIKE. 

APT~R 24 HOLRS I "-1 SOUTH VIETNA N• THE OBSERVERS--WHO . 
}..J::<..uD~I.J NE'\vS EXECUTIVES, POLITICIANS Aim RELIGIOUS AfO CIVIL 
R l&+-ITS L £:\DE~).3--HAD VARIED OPINIONS ·ON THE COU NTRY'S POLITI.CAL 
CLL1vtftiL 

1 /tM. TR't 1,-;::.i TG Si!:T THE FEEt OF tHE ELECTI OL'.S, BUT THE I 1PRESSI U 
T J+-IS wt+.ohE Tift~ HA-5> MADE ON ME SO FAR IS DEPlESS:NG," , .. 

•• I:> tO D R6u ON G\!>V, T0i1
~ {

1lCCALL, , A REPUBLICAN. \ 
~HERE A~ Tit .Ll.3ANDS OF POLLING BOOTHS A ·o ONLY A HA DFUL · 

OP- 0,6s:£~ JER5: ' .S .• I u 3Ei~. EDMUNDS. 1USKIEs D-M.11NE. ~ HO\( CAN WE 
0£:-r Ai' Y KINL J·F I"~ F--:::iS SION IN DEPT H? THE at: ,..T wE CAN DO 1s· TO 
TfH.. lt_ TO A LOT Of' P£· !:)LE Ai'D SEE \VriATEVE R ':r !:.. C:- N." 

•• I i AVE ErZ:S i,J VERY IMPRESSED WIT} THE uEt10 C,· P.TIC PR Cl •~fi:SS 
IN . CTIJN , SAID JAMES X. ANTELL OF TULS~, OKL1., PRES ' ENT OF 
THb tH.!1.H OR CHA t1DE R OF cor1MERCE. "I THINK IT'S 'G01 NG TO B A 
~R..'I f l\ IR ELECTION. " . 

lltD5T OF THE OBSER VERS SAID THEY c·ouLD NOT PASS JUDGl'1E T 
. A.J t:Jf£ VALID IT Y OR FAIRNESS · OF THE ELEOTIO Af 1ER ONLY O'~E DAY. 
r , Elf SA ID THEY' HAD MORE QUESTIONS TO Bt ANSmL~ED~ . . -. 

A.F-rt. R A 'MORNI NG OF BRIEFINGS BY • S. iHL~T.• · "f ·AND EMB . SSY ·: Ii 
OFF1C 1AL S, THE CAN[lIDATES HEADED ~~ OR -PRO 'J I ' '"'h1L . APITALS .... 
,MJ OPGLLINS PLACES FOR THE SEP,T~ j r..L.ECt r o~ • .· , ,. ' 

.']E tJ . GEORGE MURPHY, R-CALIF., S . ID THAT Si t ~£ HE · HAS BEEN·. IN 
V\.. EuJA l1 "I HAVE HEARD NO CRITICISM OF THE ELELT :... ONS. "I THINK 
;1{~ ARRA ~GEMENTS THA T HAVE BEEN MA FOR CA ' P I GN ING ARE EXCEPT IONA~L 
FiiE ." 

THE 10 CIVILIAN ,,. lCKETS RUNNING GAI NST THE t-:ILITARY TICKET 
Of CH IEF OF STATE i' Gl>YEN VAN · THIEU F.. ND PREMIE 1 ;'GUYEN CAO KY- · .. 

1\tfW\:'; REPEA TEDLY CHARGED THE GOVERNM "'NT .: ITH" A I MPlING TO RIG ·· .. 
tttc .~:LE cT 1o N. - . ~.i . -~ • · . • . :' _ 

Ar CAO LANH IN THE ~lEKONG, DEt.TA, MCCALL•· .-. G. oup WAS USTLEo · :- . ' 
Tl ~D<-6-(-t THERAIN AND ' MUD, TO BE our·BY ,5 P~ ~~-,•-- "VI~! . C01 G TIME.. . ' . -~ 
~Ui> '4. Dl · G TO THE IR AMER IC AN Gl1 IDE • · · . ' ." ; ·· '-

IH NHA TRANC, ELDON JAMES, PAST COMMANDE nr~' . C ' .. 
~'"",·--Wr~a..-···-~('I.A1 ·~• 1- ·1 V '(· : , •TC•·_-:..~...... · 

. ueli. o i . ms ,- u~, . 
·, . . ,. ' .. ' 

MORE TOURS OF POLLING PLACES Arm PROVINC!AL CAPlTALS AR ; 
SCHEDULED FOR SATURDAY BEFORE THEO ~~RVERS TA~E · UP THEIR , 
POSITI ·1 0iS AT THE POLL S ON e-LE<!T'1otJ Oit}-y SU NJ)~'1 
ls,4 5 

SERVATIO. COPY 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0.(12958, Sec. 3.6 , 

NLJ f?,I\C, o:rl 3~ 
By~ NARA, Date I-01 
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Friday, September 1, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. President: 

Attached is the daily situation 

report on the Viet-Nam political situation. 

Wo W. Rostow 

Att. 

-t"'$"ECRE r-EXDIS Attachment 



September l, 1967 

Mr. President: 

You have agreed to receive the Brazilian 
National War College group tomorrow, Saturday, 
September 2 at 11:00 a. m. It consists of 64 
students and faculty. 

I am meeting with them immediately before 
their visit with you for a general briefing and 
question and answer period. 

In case you decide to go beyond a simple 
greeting, I have prepared the attached talking 
points. 

W. W. Roatow 



TALKING POINTS FOR MEETING WITH 
BRAZILIAN WAR COLLEGE GROUP 

1. It is a special pleasure to meet with so distinguished a group of 

Brazilians. The fact that our respective National War Colleges exchange 

visits is symbolic of the close ties which link our two countries. 

2. Brazil and the United States have a long tradition of working 

together in regional and world problems. This tradition has e:dsted 

because we share common ideals and objectives in our hemisphere and 

beyond. The size and resources of our respective countries place us in 

a position of leadership. 

3. Above all, we seek peace and the right 0£ peoples to determine 

their own destiny. This is why: 

-- our soldiers £ought side by side in World War II; 

-- we have employed our forces in peace-keeping missions 

in Africa and the Near East. 

-- we worked together two years ago to stem violence in 

the Dominican Republic and help the Dominican people hold 

free elections. 

4. We also share a sense of responsibility in helping others help 

thems,elves. The Alliance fo.r Progress rests on this c01nmon purpose. 

I am confident that as Brazil moves toward greater prosperity, it will 

hemispheric development. 
asswne a larger role in .tUtR:~~Jit~ 



- 2 .... 

5. Two weeks ago I met with a group of young boys and girls f1·om 

Brazil and other La.tin American countries to celebrate the 6th anniversary 

of the Alliance for Progress. On that occasion I said: 

111£ what we do /_J;i+der the Alliance for Progres~ is to really last, 

we must make this conunitrnent to ou1·selves and to all of Latin America: 

We will persevere. There is no limit to our commitment. We are in 

this fight to stay all the way," I would repeat that_ pledge to you. 

6. I have xnade a similar pledge to a nation half-way around the 

world fighting to preserve its freedom and to uphold the principles of 

self-determination and non-intervention -- which are also basic tenets 

of our inter ...American system. 

7. There is much confusion and misinformatio11 on what our objectives 

are in Vietnam. 

•- We are not there to expand the violence and increase the 

suffering of the Vietnamese people. 

We are not there to gain real estate or expand our sphere of influence 

in Asia. 

--- We are not there to test the will and resources of the Communist 

nations. 

8. . We are there to help a people resist aggression and defend the 

principles which we almost take for· 1gra:nted -in the Americas. We are there 

because we a1•e convinced that the defense of those principles begins 

wherever they are trampled by would..be aggressors. 



-

- 3 -

9. In seven hours the people of South Vietnam will go to the polls 

to elect a Pre'sident and a Senate. This is another measure of the 

progress being ma.de in the campaign to build democratic institutions 

in South Vietnam while waging the battle to preserve its political inde­

pendence and territorial integrity. 

10. With a two-year perspective we can see the gains made in 

Vietnam. 

- - Militarily the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese have been 

checked. They now know that victory by arm.s has been 

denied them. 

.... Politically the steady p1~ocess of institution building has 

moved through the drafting of a constitution, to municipal 

elections, and now national elections • 

... Economically the country -- despite the war effort--· is moving 

forward with programs for stabilization and development. 

rn. Our policy is to persevere: 

-- with the Alliance for Progress; 

- .. with our domestic programs for correcting discrimination and 

neglect; 

-- with the defense of basic principles in Southeast Asia. 

12. We ask of our friends and allies understanding of what we pu1·sue 

and why. 
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