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sht,” complained one i
sther dropped with his battalion
o VC territory,

ittack. None came.

[ don’t call that stalemate.”

ISTORY WILL GIVE high marks
to the United States for its
responsible behavior since
World War I1. Never has a nation of such power
been so sorely and so systematically tried.
The Communists, disciples of a doctrine that
no people ever willingly embraced, have
sought domination by attacking a. supposed
weak spot through trickery, propaganda,
bluster and violence. Each time, the United
States has reacted and, with the help of allies,
blocked them from achieving an easy victory.
And always we have done it without resorting
to that horror of horrors, all-out total war.
The Communists tried blockade in Berlin,
terrorism in Greece, conventional warfare in
Korea. In each instance, we stopped them. In
Cuba, they tested us to see if we were prepared
to go to nuclear war and found we were. Now we
are heing tested again. As with Berlin, Greece,
Korea and Cuba, Vietnam is a proving ground.
This is no simple civil war fought solely by
patriots, although there certainly are patriots
on both sides. It is, in essence, a laboratory ex-
periment, executed with callous disregard for
human life by those in Hanoi and Peking who
want to see if the “protracted war” theories of
Mao Tse-tung will work. If these theories hold
in Vietnam, they unquestionably will be ap-
plied elsewhere, and we shall have to confront
them again and again. The Communists have
spelled it all out for us. In statements as blunt

" as Hitler’s Mein Kampf, they have assured us
-time and again it is their intention to impose

their form of government upon the world.

In May of 1951, testifying before two
Senate committees as chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, I opposed enlarging the Ko-
rean War to include the China mainland. I was
referring solely to the crossing of the Yalu
River, although in ensuing years, I frequently
have been misquoted as opposing the action

in Korea, which I actually supported. I said

that a “limited war” with Red China then
“would involve us in the wrong war, at the
wrong place, at the wrong time, and with the
wrong enemy.”

The Soviet Union had a mutual defense
treaty with Red China providing that each
would treat any attack on the other as an at-
tack on itself. Furthermore, the Russians were
furnishing most of the war supplies used by
North Korea. If we had wanted to stop the
flow of those supplies by strategic bombing or
other means, our attack should have been di-
rected against Russia. In my view now, as
then, Red China was the wrong enemy.

Maybe, as some critics claim, Vietnam is

“After “~amping throughout
the lemgth and width of South

Vietnam. .. I am convinced

' this is a war at the right

place, at the right time and
with the right enemy.”

the wrong war too, in the sense that we should
have avoided getting involved so deeply in it.
I don’t know. Playing armchair general is
much easier than bearing the responsibility
and rendering the decisions at the moment of
crisis, and history does not reveal the results
of untried alternatives. It is fruitless to dwell
upon what-might-have-been when faced with
the screaming realities of the here and now.
After tramping throughout the length and
width of South Vietnam, going wherever 1
wanted to go and talking to whomever 1
wanted to talk, I am convinced that this is a
war at the right place, at the right time and
with the right enemy—the Communists.
My wife Kitty brought the trip about.
She sensed my growing conviction that I had
to go and see Vietnam for myself. She knew I
had always believed there is no substitute for
talking to the men in the field. The deterrent
to taking a' trip like this was a bothersome
cartilage in my right knee, torn while playing
football at West Point. I did not want to go
into a war zone and then wind up a nonbattle
casualty. Recent surgery removed the entire
kneecap and made it possible for me to walk .
once again without limp or pain. Kitty was
with me during a postsurgical checkup in late
July, when the doctor pronounced the knee
*“as close as it ever will be to God’s work.” In
the car en route home, she turned to me and
softly said, “You’ve been aching to go, and
now you can.” I nodded and had to admit,
“An old soldier never really fades away.”
Kitty had no objection to my going to
Vietnam. She just didn’t want me to go with-
out her. We both knew that as a general officer
on active duty, I could officially request per-
mission to visit Vietnam, but she would have
to stay behind. ,
My wife is a quiet, determined woman.
Less than a week after the knee checkup, she
had arranged with Look to accompany me to
Vietnam as a correspondent, with the stipula-
tion that all payment for this article be turned
over to the United Service Organizations for
distribution to the uso facilities serving our
men in Vietnam. '
Kitty was invaluable on the trip. A pro-
fessional writer for more than 20 years, she is

. a trained observer and, in the evenings, when

we mulled over where we had been and what
we had seen, I found she had often picked up
details that I had missed. She was great for
morale, particularly in hospitals, where she
paused for unhurried chats with the wounded,
and at isolated outposts in the boondocks. Kitty
felt she wanted to do something special to jus-
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elsewhere in North Vietnam. On one strike, one
of our aircraft was shot down, but quick work by
rescue helicopters plucked the two-man crew from
jungle highlands. When we learned they were being
returned to the carrier, Kitty-begged to wait to see
for herself that they were safe. We delayed our de-
parture and were able to congratulate Cdr. Robin
McGlohn of Balboa Beach, Calif., and Lt. (jg)
James M. Mcllrath of San Diego.

I never heard a pilot aboard the Constellation
question the usefulness of what he is doing. One
senior officer estimated that 100 times as much am-
- munition was being expended against our planes

in the North as against our ground iroops in ihe
South. “That’s a plus in itself,” he said.

Back in Da Nang—after a stop at a field hos-

pital to fix a tooth my wife broke in the jolt of
the catapulted takeoff from the carrier—we were
shown to our billets by Marine Maj. Charles Ed-

‘wards of Raleigh, N.C. He casually mentioned that

according to our Intelligence, the enemy might
fire rockets at the base at any time, as they had
done in July. He showed us the bunker in which we
were to take cover if that happened. Kitty assured
the major she has no sense of direction and won-
dered if in the event of a rocket attack, he could

come and lead the way. “Yes, ma’am, if I'm alive,”

~ he replied earnestly. “I just wanted to show you,

in case a rocket gets to me first.”

At my request, the marines helicoptered us to
a forward base for an open discussion with junior
officers and enlisted men. About 25 assembled in a
rattan hut that served as their mess hall. One of
them, Cpl. Lester W. Shell, Jr., of Chesapeake, Va.,
a gangling 23-year-old, said the hardest job was
identifying the Vietcong. They mingled with the
rice farmers until dusk, and after dark, slipped
into black pajamas, took up hidden weapons “and
turned into VC’s.” Corporal Shell assured us that
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“Why not invite Ho Chi Minh
down south ? Let him see the dug-in
magnitude of our effort.”

As we traveled, I became increasingly aware
that we are slowly but inexorably rolling the
enemy back from the cities and the seacoast. His
movement in areas he used to own is now severely
restricted. Main force units inside the country, ex-
cept up north near the Demilitarized Zone, gen-

erally stay under cover and keep shifting their:

bases to avoid detection and contact. The enemy’s
supply and communication routes, especially
around Saigon and in the Mekong Delta, are being
-interdicted with improved efficiency. Because of
his logistics problems in the midlands and down
south, he has had to concentrate activity up north
near the pMz. There, the supply route is shorter.
Except for that area and a few others, his regi-
ments and battalions are splitting into small groups.
“I can’t find a fight,” complained one American
commander whose unit six months ago was bat-
tling for its life. One reason we invite attack is be-
- cause we can react so quickly; in one Delta area,
the VC assaults, usually limited to mortar fire, last
no more than five minutes because by then our
planes and artillery start pounding them. This is a
far cry from early 1965, when North Vietnamese
regulars and hard-core Vietcong sought to cut the

country in two and, in the opinion of many ob-

servers, were dangerously close to succeeding.
Intelligence is the key. It seems to be im-
proving as more captives and defectors appear. I
have a hunch the other side is hurting a good deal
more than it lets on. It may be, as I was told, that
the enemy has reached the “crossover point” at

which he is losing men through death, wounds,

capture and defection at a faster rate than he can
replace them by recruitment and infiltration. It
seems unlikely that Hanoi can meet such man-
power requirements for any protracted length of
time. Ho Chi Minh’s one hope is to hang on in the
expectation that the American public, inadequately
informed about the true situation and sickened by
the loss in lives and money, will force the Unite
States to give up and pull out. :
A North Vietnamese captured this year told
interrogators that anti-war demonstrations help
sustain the morale of his people and the troops.
This man, Nguyen Huu Nghia, who speaks Russian
and holds a Ph.D. degree in psychology, described
demonstrations as “very effective” encouragement
for the North Vietnamese. He compared the situa-
tion to that of France during the Indochina War.
He said an anti-war movement in France started
slowly, gained momentum and influenced the final
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT L e——
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY PLANNING ¢ wd
wasHINGTON 75/ b.c. 20504 4 ¢ If
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR _ : : 6 F

MEMORANDUM FOR HONORABLIEE W. MARVIN WATSON
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

One of my staff passed on some information which he had received

that Dial Press is planning to publish a book dealing with the transition
from war to peace that might be an attack on Administration policy.

The book apparently includes a thesis that the Administration purposely
fosters the maintenance of the economy through war. It was reported
that the book includes material from a Government disarmament study
conducted in 1963 dealing with the effects of peaceful settlement on the

economy. It was also repoi'ted that excerpts from the book will be
published in Ramparts and in Esquire prior to publication.

e

You may already have information on this book., Our information is
second hand but I thought it might be helpful in anticipation of pub=-
lication. We do not have any information about the date but could
probably get further information if you thought’it desirable.

Y .

Price Daniel
Director
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A series of five reports dated between February 24 and June 14, 1967
reveals that the fear of hardships, low fighting spirit, pessimism, and
dissesion among unit cadre resulted in the unit (a specialized company of the
21st regiment, second North Vietnamese division) failing to carry out its mission
during the first quarter of 1967. The document further reveals that after a vital
defeat, a number of cadre and combatants of the unit were pessimistic andlost
confidence in future victories. Further,the loss had a bad effect on morale and
created fear and panic.

.

Arthur Mc Cafferty





https://Econom.ic















