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Friday, Nov. 3, 1967 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Herewith O.ene.ral T.aylor•a arguments 
bi response to, those I gave him from the 
unidentified paper. 

Be will be filing a paper of bis own1n a 
few days. 

W. W.R. 

~nt 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

~RE!T November 3, 1967 

Mr. President: • 

Walt Rostow has asked my comments on-the following possible course of 
action: 

JProposal 
; 

! 

. 

The U.S. will stabilize its military strength in Vietnam at presently 
approved levels and, with its allies, will continue to conduct the war in. 
South Vietnam essentially as at present, making every ef'fort to hold down 

•U.S. casual~ies and battle damage-and to pass the burden of the fighting 
to the South Vietnamese. 

There will be no extension of the air· target system in North Vietnam 
beyond .~he present one and no blockade or mining of the ports. At some point,' 
.we will stop the bombing of North Vietnam except for the use of air strikes 

- in the Demilitarized Zone to suppress shelling or to interdict en~ troop 
movements. 

The purpose of the foregoing course of action would be to allay appr~ensions 
_at home and abroad-of a further expansion of the conflict and to increase the 
pressure on Hanoi to reduce its military activities or to enter upon negotiations. 
It is my understanding that all or most of our intentions under this alternative 
would be announced publicly. 

Comment 

Of the alternatives* open to the U.S.; this is one form of the Pull-back 
Alternative. While this course of action might tend to allay the fears of 
those who are concerned over an expansion of the conflict, it would provide / 
fresh amnunition for the numerically larger number of critics who say that we 
are embarked on an endless and hopeless struggle or that we are really not 
trying to win. The decrease in our efforts implicit in this proposal would 
tend to nullify by a form of self-stagnation the progress which we properly 
contend that we are now making and would give renewed stimulus to our impatient 
fellow citizens who are even now crying for a quick solution or get out. Like 
other variations of the Pull-back Alternative, it would probably degenerate 
into an eventual pull-out. -

* There are four in all: Pull-out, Pull-back, All-out,• Stick-it-out 
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.! 
The curtaillll.ent of the bombing under this proposal has all the liabilities­

which we have noted in previous discussions of this issue. The South 
Vietnamese _would be deeply discouraged by this lifting of the penalty which 
the bombing imposes on the North. I would suspect that our other allies con­
tributing troops would object strongly to this course of action - they are 
convinced of the essentiality of the bombing. Our own forces would regard 
this action as a deliberate decrease in the protection which, they feel, is 
afforded them_ by the bombing. The large ma.jori ty of our citizens who believe 
in the bombing but who thus far have been silent could be expected to raise 
violent objections on the home front, prpbably surpassing in volume the present 
criticisms of the anti-bombers. 

Probably the most serious objection of all to this Pull-back Alternative 
would be the effect upon the enemy. Any such retreat will be interpreted a.s 

·weakness and will add to the difficulty of getting any kind of eventual solution 
compatible with our overall objective of an independent South Vietnam free 
from the threat of subve:i:sive aggression. ,..,. 

I would recommend strongly against adopting any such course of action . 

. I 
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Friday. November 3. 1967 

M1t.PRESIDENT: 

I did not take full notes in yesterday's advisory meeting; but I did try to list 
suggestions for action. 

Here is my list. 

Dean Acheson: 

-- organize citizen's committees in all cities over 100. 000; 

-- get .fresh faces to defend our Viet Nam policy. 

MeGe-orge Bundy: 

-- cool attention to bombing: make it routine; 

-- reward in White House ceremonies those who have done great work in 
the provinces, military and civilians; 

-- assure that military men on advisory -duty in pacllication are promoted 
on same basis as those in combat: 

-- develop publicity that Vietnamese are doln.g more. and make sure they do; 

-- shi!t our stance on negotiations to one of not expecting negotiation.a until 
after November 1968; 

-- dramatize that we have alr-eady won ·a great strategic victory in Asia: 
lift people 1s eyes £rom Viet Nam to the whole scene; 

-- brief the key editors and communicators just as the group was briefed 
(Dick Helms has no obje·cti.on to using Carver when it•s off-the-reco,rd 
and no public attribution); 

-- let good news speak for itself: don•t strain. publicly to convince people 
progress is being made. 

Douglas Dillon: 

-- spend time not on how we got into Viet Nam, but on po_sition we're in 
and real choices we face; 

-- clarify what we are doiug on the ground and in bombing; 

D ~~!:-1!:.0 
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Douglas Dill.on (cont'd) 

-- develop sense of progress: sense of stalemate is what invites extreme 
doves and hawks; let event& speak for themselves, but there are 
ways of getting good news out; 

-- have Bunker· -- a fresh and trusted: voice -- repo-.rt to the nation; 

-- the President should brief top college presidents and deans as 
Advisory G·roup was brief ed. 

Arthur Dean: 

-- clarify ·our "get out of Viet Nam•·' position: If w~•re really going to 
get out. why spend all this blood and treaaure ? 

-- explain critical importance. of Vi.et Nam to our Asia and Pacifi.c 
positions: people don 1t understand implications for U. s. national 
interest 0£ loss of Viet Nam; 

-- avoid another Pann1unjom. 

Cabot Lodge: 

-- au btdependent audit of the pace and success o! the revamping and re­
orientation. oi the .ARVN; 

-- limit u. s. casualties by diminishing "search and destr.oyn operations, 
substituting a doctrine of 0 split up and keep oft balance·''; 

-- encourage a 0 true revolution." in South Viet Nam by throwing our weight 
behind private cooperative institutlona such aa farmers• unions. 
ma1>keting orgatli.zat10119, , which would stimulate, agitate, and engage 
the people themselves and begin ·t.o puah the French and Chinese 
middlemen to the wall. (WWR commeitt: the F:rencb. aad Chinese 
bu•iness·men ought to be moving into light industry at this stage ot 
Vietnamese development. ) 

-- agreed with Acheson on a no-bombing versus DMZ deal; 

-- ur1ed that Bunker and his views be given maximum exposure .• 



SEC:UT"' -3- Nov. 3. 1967 

Robert Murphy: 

-- sharpen. focus and action against small gr·oup of Haaoi villains: 
we have no target for hate in this. ae opposed to other wars. 

General Omar Bradley: 

-- talk less about negotiations: Hanoi takes it as a siga. of weakness; 

-- use 0 Pa.tience u as a slogan; 

General Maxwell Taylor: 

_,_ questions close-in defense of DMZ; 

-- decide what we are pi-epared to offer the VC; that ia a major gap in. 
our policy and ought to be filled; 

-- bombiu.g should not be traded against DMZ pressure but against level 
of VC inddents in the Soutb: bombing is our equivalent of guer-rilla 
warfare; 

-- organize nation.wide, c011tinuous campaign of speeches in suppclrt of 
policy; 

-- organize an hour TV program :regularly: government replies to its citisens 
on Viet Nam, answering questions. 

George Ball : 

-- stop bombing 1 except acroaa the :DMZ. to create climate for negotiation. 

Abe Fortas: 

-- get George Carver to briefing on, television. (.Dean Achesotl, Dick Helms. 
and othera objected to using Carver in public. ) 
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Clark Clifford: 

-- bring Thieu to the United States (Nick Katzenbaclt Implied we should 
make sure his political baee in Saigon would be safe ·during s11ch 
a tour). 
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-COMFIDENTU ...1.. Friday - November 3, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

.... SUBJECT: Latin American Nuclear Free Zone 

I understand that in your conversations with President Diaz Ordaz 
you informed hi,m we intend to sign Protocol II to the Latin 
American Nuclear Free Zone Treaty with an interpretive state­
ment. You also told him that we are not ready ~o announce our 
intention until we have first consulted Congress. 

.. If the foregoing is an accurate reflection of what you said to the 
Mexican President, I propose to tell State and ACDA to proceed 
with Congressional consultations. The results of these consult­
ations are to be reported back to you, together with recommend­
ations for the handling of the announcement. 

W. W. Rostow 

Proceed with Congressional 
consultations 

Hold up, see me D 
E,0.12356, Sec.3~ 

COMi?lDEN'Plld:r-



Tb.u:raday, November 2; 1967 
7:10 p.m. 

Mr. Preeldo,11t: 

Herewith Blll Gaud's report 
on the conference on Foreign 
A~sifltance Act of 1967. 

w·.w. Roatow 

rln 



UMITfO U3fOff:C!Al 
DEPARTMENT o·F STATE 

AGENCY FOR INTERNAT10NAL DEVELOPMENT 

WASHtNGTON 

. November 2~ 1967O·FFlC.E OF 
THE AO-""tlHtS.TRATQR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDEN1."' 

SUBJECT:. Results of Conference on Foreign Assistance Act of 1967 

After seven weeks,. the conferees have reached agreement on the foreign 
aid authorization bill. Doc Morgan is not certain when he will bring the 
confe·rence report to the floor, but he e:xpects Passman to hold the approprfa.­
tion bill until the House acts on the authorization bill. 

The principal results of the conference are: 

I. Funds. The bill authorizes $2. 860 billion for economic and 
military assistance {including $185 million 1 ~·eviously authorized for Develop­
ment Loans). 

($ in millions) 
FY 1968 Amount Amount 

Appropriation Authorized Reduced by· Percent 
Request· for FY 1968 Authorization Reduction 

;Bill 

Development Loans $ 7.74 $ 635 "$139 18% 

Technical Assistance 243 210 33 14o/o 

.Alliance for Pro.gre.ss 64.3 s~s 65 10% 

Supporting 4ssistanee 'l2.0 660 6'0 8o/o 

. Administrative F.xpenses 59 .. 3 5,5.8 3.5 6% 

Other E'conomic 191 207 

Total Economic $ 2., 630 $2,350 $281 11 o/o 

Mµitary Assistance 6.20 510 110 18% 

Total - Economic .. 
• . and Military $3., 25-0 $2lt 860. $ 391 12% 

• 
• 
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The military assistance figures exclude $60 million for NATO infra­
structure.. which has been transferred to the DOD budget. 

The· above figures are. no guide to what.we will ultimately get to 
work with •. The Passman Subcommittee figures are some $66'0 million below 
the $2. 860 billion total authorization shown above .. 

. 2.. Military Sales Program. The Church amendment was revised 
s.o that it creates no serious problems.for this fiscal year. The bill now 
provides that 

--- DOD will have authority to make credit sales., but after Ju11e 30,. 
1968 funds for credit sales will have to be obtained from new 
appropriations rather than from the revolving fund; 

-- T'he revolving fund will terminate on June 30., 1968., but provision_ 
is made-for orderly liquidation so that new appropriations will 
not be nee-ded to pay outstanding obligations incurred as a result 

. of past credit sales; 

-- DOD will have the authority until June 30., 1968 to guarantee 
credit extended by private banks., exporters or the Export-Import 
'Bank (the House conferee-s have made it clear that next year they 
will try to extend this· authority for another year); 

. -- DOD may guarantee no more than $190 million of credit sales in 
fiscal year 1968. 

l. • Number of Country Restrictions. The restrictions on the number 
of countries-that may receive Development Loans., Technical Assistance or 
Supporting Assistance were modifi.,ed so that 

•- The numerical limltations make it possible for us to carry out 
_ our planned programs this year;· 

---The unconstitutional procedure.for increasing.the number ·or 
countries is deleted., leaving the restrictions, as flat limitations 
without Presidential discretion to increase the numbers. 

4. -Transfe.rs to·the ·:World Ban~ The Senale rece~ed cornpI.etely 
&om its position that 10 percent of oar Development Loan furtds may be ~sed 
only for transfer to the World Bank fann1y. •. 

• ' • 
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S.. Gros·s Amendment. The conferees modified-this amendment so 
that military sales to. or Purchases- from.. countries such as the U. K. will 
not be prohibited because of North Vietnam trade or shipping. We should 
be able to live. with the ·amendment as modified. 

6. Findley Amendment. The conferees dropped this am-endrnent 
which required the President to withdraw most-favored-nation treatment 
for Poland. 

- -· 

7... Restrictions on Military Assistance to Latin Ame-rica, Central 
America, and Africa. These were modified. Only the African restriction 
will now caus,e us trouble. It limits all military grants and sales to Africa 
fo-r fisc·a.1 year 1968 to $40 million; our proposed program is $58 million. 

V0 
William S. Gaud 

,o .•• ··•..,... •~ 

____ _J 



Thursday, November 2, 1967 
7:05 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

If you haven't see it, you will 
wi.sh to read Gen. Bradley's article. 

W. W •. Rostow 

WWRostow:rln 



GENERALOMARBRADLEY 
The GI'sgeneral of World War II 

reports on his 14 days with the troops 

7' 
' 

I 

"There is no substitute," says General 
Bradley, "for talking to the men 
in the field." Above, he reviews his Gl's 
in Germany and, right, 22 years 
later, arrives aboard the 
U.S.S.·Constellation in the Tonkin Gulf. 

BY GENERAL OF 
THEARMY 
01\!IARN. BRADLEY 
WITH MRS~ BRADLEY 

In 1915, when Cadet Bradley was graduated, th~ West Point 
yearbook predicted: "If he keeps up the clip ... some of us some 
day will be bragging ... 'Sure, General Bradley was a classmate 
of mine!' "He kept up the clip in Africa, Sicily, l\ormandy and 
the sweep to Berlin in World War II, as Veterans Affairs Adminis­
trator, Army Chief of Staff, Joint Chiefs Chairman thereafter. 
He is the last, along with classmate Dwight D. Eisenhower, of 
nine men to be honored with five-star rank.For General Bradley's 
personal report on where we stand in Vietnam, turn the page ... 
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~ht," complained one 
)ther dropped with his battalion . 
oVC territory, 
Lttack. None came. 
[ don't call that stalemate." 

ISTORY WILL CIVE high marks 
.to the United States for its 
responsible behavior since 

World War II. Never has a nation of such power 
been so sorely ana so systematically tried. 
The Communists, disciples of a doctrine that 
no people ever willingly embraced, have 
•sought domination by attacking a supposed 
weak spot through trickery, propaganda, 
bluster and violence. Each time, the United 
States has reacted and, with the help of allies, 
blocked them from achieving an easy victory. 
And always we have done it without resorting 
to that horror of horrors, all-out total war. 

The Communists tried blockade in Berlin, 
terrorism in Greece, conventional warfare in 
Korea. In each instance, we stopped them. In 
Cuba, they tested us to see if we were prepared 
to go to nuclear war and found we wer~. Now we 
are being tested again. As with Berlin, Greece, 
Korea and Cuba, Vietnam is a proving ground. 
This is no simple civil war fought solely by 
patriots, although there certainly are patriots. 
on both sides. It is, in essence, a laboratory ex­
periment, executed with callous disregard for 
human life by those in Hanoi and Peking who 
want to see if the "protracted war" theories· of 
Mao Tse-tung will work. If these theories hold 
in Vietnam, they unquestionably will be ap­
plied elsewhere, and we shall have to confront 
them again and again. The Communists have 
spelled it all out for us. In statements as blunt 

; as Hitler's Mein Kampf, they have assured us 
. time and again it is their intention to impose 
their form of government upon the world. 

In May of 1951, testifying before two 
Senate committees as chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, I opposed enlarging the Ko­
rean War to include the China mainland. I was 

•referring solely to the crossing of the Yalu 
River, although in ensuing years, I frequently 
have been misquoted as opposing the action 
in Korea, which I actually supported. I said. 
that a "limited war" with Red China then 
"would involve us in the wrong war, at the 
wrong place, at the wrong time, and with the 
wrong enemy." 

•The Soviet Union had a mutual defense 
treaty with Red China providing that each 
would treat any attack on the other as an at­
tack on itself. Furthermore, the Russians were 
furnishing most of the war supplies used by· 
North Korea. If we had wai;ited to stop the 
flow of those supplies by strategic bombing or 
other means, our attack should have been di­
rected against Russia. In my view ·now, as 
then, Red China was the wrong enemy. 

Maybe, as some critics claim, Vietnam is 

4-" After ---amping throughout 
the Ieitgth ·and wi.dth of South 
Vietnam ... I am-convinced • 

•this is a war at the right 
place, at the right time and 
with the right enemy." 

the wrong war too, in the se'nse ·that we should 
have avoided getting involved so deeply in it . 
I don't know. Playing armchair general is 
much easier than· bearing the responsibility 
and rendering the decisions at the moment of 
crisis, and history does not reveal the results 
of untried alternatives. It is fruitless to dwell 
upon "7hat-might-have-been when faced with . 
the screaming realities of the· here and now. 
After tramping throughout the length ~nd 
width of South Vietnam, going wherever I 

. wanted to go and talking to whomever I 
wanted to talk, I ani convinced that this ·is a 
war at the right place, at th_e right time and 
with the· right enemy-the Communists. 

My wife Kitty brought the -trip about. 
. She sensed my growing conviction that I had 

to go and see Vietnam f6:r myself. She knew I 
had always believed there is no substitute for • 
talking to the men in the field. The deterrent 
to taking a· trip like this was a bothersome 
cartilage in my right knee, torn while playing 
football at West Point. I did not want to go 
into a war zone and then wind up a nonbattle 
casualty. Recent surgery removed the entire 
kneecap and made it possible for me to walk 
once again without limp or pain. Kitty was 

. with me during a postsurgical checkup in late 
July, when the doctor pronounced the knee 
"as close as it ever will be to God's work." In 
the car en route home, she tu~ned to me and 
softly said, "You've been ..aching to go, and • 
now you can." I nodded and had to admit, 
"An old soldier never really fades away." 

Kitty had no objection to my going to 
Vietnam. She just didn't want me to go with­
out her. We both knew that as a general officer 
on active duty, I could officially request per­
mission to visit Vietnam, but she would have 
to stay behind. 

My wife is a quiet, determined woman. 
Less than a week after the knee checkup, she • 
had arranged with LooK to accompany me to 
Vietnam as a correspondent, with the stipula­
tion that all payment for this article be turned 
over to the United Service, Organizations for 
distribution to the uso facilities serving. our 
men in Vietnam. 

Kitty was invaluable on the trip. A pro­
fessional writer for more than 20 years, she is 

. a trained observer and, in the evenings, when 
we mulled over where we had been and whai 
we had seen, I foµnd she had of ten picked up 
details that I had missed. She was great for 
morale, particularly in hospitals, where she 
paused for unhurried chats with the wounded, 
and at isolated outposts in the boondocks. Kitty 
felt she ~anted to do something special to j us-

continued 

GENERAL AND MRS. BRADLEY .HAVE DONATED THEIR FEE FOR THIS ARTICLE TO 
THE USO FOR THE BENEFIT OF SERVICEMEN IN SOUT_H VIETNAM.· 
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and talk to the five-star general, above, • 
;. with his wife Kitty and Korean Lt. Gen. Chae 

Myung Shin, and, left, inspecting the • .·• / 
Green Beret camp at My Dain the Mekong Delia. 

tify her presence. She decided that upon our return, 
she would communicate w'ith the family of every 
serviceman to whom she talked in Vietnam. When­
ever she volunteered to give a personal message to 
the folks back home, she was surrounded by the 
homesick, and at last count, she had telephoned or 
written a personal letter to 917 families. 

Those fine young men out there did some-­
thing for our morale too. One night at Pleiku, after 
an exhausting day in the central highlands and 
after a sobering but othen"ise uneventful oil-line 
failure while helicoptering over Vietcong territory, 
we talked quietly about the brave men· and how 
selflessly they worked, the gruesome scars of war 
all around, the now-familiar grumbling of nearby 
artillery, the Vietcong mortar busts on a motor 
pool atSaigon's Tan Son Nhut Airport as we were 
landing. And Kitty, who had never before been this 
close to battle, said: "If something should happen, 
and we should die, at least we are in good com­
pany-each other's and these wonderful men fight­
ing here." I a-greed. 

Gen. 'William C. Westmoreland, our com­
manding general in Vietnam, met us at the air­
port when we arrived August 17. I had known him· 
as Cadet Westmoreland 32 years ago, when I was 
on the West Point faculty, and our paths have 
crossed several times since. He looked fit. We later 
were told that he gets out into the field with his 
men several times a week. I know that wherever we 
went, there was nothing but praise and affection 
for him. "Westy's been carrying this responsibility 
for three and a half .years," one·man said, "but he 

. always has the drive and enthusiasm of a second 
lieutenant who arrived only yesterday." 

From that day until August 30, when we left 
Vietnam, we stayed constantly on the go, travers­
ing the country. from one end to the other, keeping 
a schedule of 14 to 16 hours daily. We saw thou­
sands of Americans-soldiers; sail~rs, marines, air­
men, Seabees. We went to them where they live 
and fight-aboard a carrier, a fleet oiler, a hospital 
ship, a "Riverine" ship; in trenches, foxholes, dug­
outs, jeeps, tanks: at artillery positions, radar posts 
on hilltops, montagnard villages in the highlands, 
Special Forces camps on the South China Sea 

-coast and in the waterlogged pa_ddies of the Me-

kong Delta. We visited allied units-the South 
Vietnamese, Koreans, Filipinos and others. Every­
where, they seemed glad to see us and somehow 
managed to have a five-star flag or plate to greet us. 

We mingled with villagers who have known 
nothing but war for a generation. At Plei Bong 
Hiot, a montagnai:d hamlet in the central high-
lands, all 376 inhabitants turned out to greet us. 
A montagnard hand playing gongs scaled in size 
from saucers to manhole covers heat out an eerie 
tune, over and over, as we sipped rice wine from a 
communal jar through communal stral\'.s to he-· 
come honorary members of the Bahnar tribe. The 
straws were plastic fuel tubes borrowed from our 
helicopters. Because the plastic tubes were trans-
parent, the hamlet leaders could see whether we 
really drank or simulated drinking. My wife tried 
to fudge, but she got caught and there was no 
make-believe the second time. She said the rice 
wine tasted like a mixture of sake, tequila and heli­
copter fuel. At Edap Enang, a montagnard village 
in the same general area, we saw some 7,800 peo~ 
ple who had been relocated because of military 
operations near the Cambodian border, where they­
formerly lived. These families are comfortably 
housed, and each has its own vegetable patch. Some 
had run away at first, but when their crops sprout­
ed, the runaways returned and bega·n to take root 
in their new homes. 

The noncombatant Philippine Civic Action 
Group Was working closely with another village, 
made up of 491 refugee families. The Filipinos, 
doing what amounts to Peace Corps work under 
occasional fire, proudly showed us a· new school 
where 1,000 children were being educated. Brig. 
Gen. Gaudencio V. Tobias, the '.Philippine com­
mander, demonstrated to us the self-government, 
sanitation and hygiene techniques his command is 
teaching the people. . 

Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker and General 
Westmoreland abided by my ·request to spend most 
of the time in the field. They arranged for two days 
of orientation briefings in Saigon, after which we 
flew north to Da Nang. Throughout our travels in 
Vietnam, we were cloaked by the code name 
"Burma Road" for security reasons. Wherever we 
went, we were cordially received by the various 

-

. 

: 

( 
• 
• 

commanders, who saw to it that we spent much of 
our time in • no-holds-barred talking with their 
junior officers and enlisted men. We asked hard 
questions and got direct answers. They showed us . 
the bad with the good and left 'it to us to decide : 
how things stood on balance. • • _ 1 

• From Da Nang, we flew out to sea to the U.S.S. I 
Constellation. She was circling with two other car· r 
riers in the Gulf of Tonkin, far north of the 17th t 
Parallel dividing the two Vietnams. In the twof 
days aboard, we questioned crew members, visited f 
fliers in their ready rooms and saw several strikes ! 
lau,nched against targets in the Hanoi area andf 

. t 
f 
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elsewhere in North Vietnam. On one strike, one 
of our aircraft was shot down, hut quick worlc by 
rescue-helicopters plucked the two-man crew from 
jungle highlands. When we learned they were being 
returned to the carrier, Kitty-begged to wait to see 
for herself that they were safe. We delayed our de­
parture and were able to_ congratulate Cdr. Robin 
McGlohn of Balboa Beach, Calif., and Lt. (jg) 
James M. Mcllrath of San Diego._ 

I never-heard a pilot aboard the Constellation 
question the usefulness of what he is doing. One 
senior officer estimated that 100 times as much am­
munition was being expended ~gainst our planes 

in the North as against our ground troops in e 
South. "That's a plus in itself," he said. • 

Back in Da,Nang-:-after a stop at a field hos­
pital to fix a tooth niy wife broke in the jolt of 
the catapulted takeoff from the carrier-we were 
shown to our billets by Marine Maj. Charles Ed-

. -wards of Raleigh, N.C. He casually mentioned that 
according to our Intelligence, the enemy might 
fire rockets at the base at any time, as they had 
done in July. He showed us the bunker in which we 
were to take cover if that happened. Kitty assured 
the major she has no sense of direction and won­
dered if in the event of a rocket attack, he could 

co I ad the way. "Yes, ma'am, if I'm alive," 
he replied earnestly. "I just wanted to show you, 
in case a rocket gets to me first.'' 

At my request, the marines helicopte_red us to _ 
a forward base for an open discussion with junior 
officers and enlisted men. About 25 assembled in a \ 
rattan hut that served as their mess hall. One of_ 
them, Cpl. Lester W.Shell, Jr., of Chesapeake, Va., 

• a gangling 23-year-old, said the hardest job was 
identifying the Vietcong. They mingled w~th the 
rice farmers until dusk, and after dark; slipped 
into black pajamas, took up hidden weapons "and 
turned in~ VC's." Corporal Shell assured us that 

continued 
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GENERAL BRADLEY CONTINUED 

things were getting better because more farmers 
. were reporting VC operatives as they developed 
trust in the marines. "When I arrived 11 • months 
ago, we had to send out patrols in company size, 
about 160 men, and now we go on squad patrols, 
12 to 15 men. That right there is progress." 

Another member of this group, a sniper, 
showed us his weapon, a civilian rifle with a tele­
scopic sight. He said: "Sometimes, we find a seat 
in a tree or a hole in the ground and just sit down\ 
and wait. Quite often, someone shows. up. We're 
doing better. We're learning patience." 

~ N DA NANG haihor, we went aboard the 
U.S.S. Repose, one of two hospital ships in the 
area. We had visited • two general hospitals near 
Saigon, and we would go to field hospitals else­
where, but the Repose offered prime insight into 
how quickly'the wounded are treated. The speed is 
amazing. The secret is helicopters. The Repose has 
a heli-pad on its deck, 1ust as the hospitals ashore 
have them on their grounds. The wounded go di­
rectly from the battlefield to the hospital. Rarely is • 
ground transportation necessary. This means that 
except in very few cases, no man in the country is 
more than 30 minutes away from complete, expert 
medical care. Only 2.5 percent of the wounded ad­
mitted to a medical facility die. More than 40 per­
cent of the wounded return to duty without being 
admitted to a medical facility. And over 80 per~ 
cent of all .wounded admitted to a medical facility 
are returned to their units. The effect on morale is 
evident. Kitty and I found most of the patients we 
visited in a cheerful bantering mood, and anxious 
to get back to their units and their work. 

Wherever we ate, whether with officers or 
enlisted men, the chow was good. In my 56 years 
in the Army, I have never seen better fed men, in 
peace or war. Ninety percent of the meals served to 
American personnel in Vietnam are hot. It is com­
monplace, according to some men I talked with, 
to have a helicopter hover over an embattled unit 
and lower what my wife termed "a businessman's 
breakfast" -fruit juice, two soft-boiled eggs, but-

. tered toast, marmalade and hot coffee. 
•• At China Beach, near Da Nang, we visited 

with men ~njoying a three-day respite from all 
duty~ Kitty took on a couple of the GI's in Ping­
Pong to put them at ease and encourage them to 
talk freely. We learned that like all servicemen, 
however dedicated, they count the days until they 
go ho~e. In this war, except for key officers, they 
know exactly how long that will be. Our men go 
over for a one-year tour of duty unless they volun­
tarily extend. I asked one fellow how long he had 
to go, and he quickly replied, "Seventy-six days 
and a wake-up." Not 77 days, but 76 and a wake-up 
-a little auto psychology, like setting a clock ahead, 
because . it sounds shorter that way. But many 
found themselves irresistibly drawn hack, like 
John Paul Vann of Littleton, Colo. He had served 
a military tour in Vietnam, gone home, left the 
service and signed on with Revolutionary Develop­
ment. Marine M/Sgt. George A. Mitchell had been 
there for 2½ years, and when we asked him why~ 
he said simply, "I want to see the job finished." 

As time goes on, the steady flow of returning 
Vietnam veterans, currently at the rate of 50,000 
a month, may give Americans a better picture of 
Vietnam. The quality of these young men, tem-

pered by their travail and the ringside knowledge 
of the plight of those they fought to help, cannot 
but improve the quality of American society. _ 

As we worked our way south from Da Nang, 
we spent most of a .day with the South Korean· 
forces headed by Lt. Gen. Cha:e Myung Shin. He 
commands mor.e than 49,000 men and, from all ' 

•reports, they ar~ doing a superb job. One of his 
staff officers gave us an excellent briefing, winding 
up with the assurance that ROK forces are pleased 
tio fight by our side to repay in some small mea­
sure all that the Americans did for their country 
when it faced a similar threat. The .Koreans seem 
to have a special zest for their mission and a par-

. ticular talent for keeping the highway open and 
driving the VC out of the coastal area in the cen­
tral part of the country. 

Here, as elsewhere, a strengthened effort is • 
being made in Revqlutionary Development, the 
·program to provide a new life for villagers former­
ly under VC control. We visited one such village, 
where all the people turned out to meet us. They 
showed us what they were building-an infirmary, • 
a bridge, a concrete road. This is the new concept; 
involving the villagers more deeply in the things 
they need. F ore91ost · is security, provided by the ·: 
villages' own Popular Forces. ; 

At Nha Trang, we ,watched South Vietnamese ; 
soldiers training at the Noncommissioned Officers ! 
Academy. I was interested because the high caliber i 
of our own military forces today is the result of i 
such schools. I witnessed two combat problems 1 

conducted ·with live ammunition. They were im- ! 
pressive. Not only are the Vietnamese learning to : 
defend themselves by fighting alongside our troops, : 
but gradually they are adopting our methods. ; 
. In the heavily populated Mekong Delta, traf- : 
fie is by water, and so is the war. Our Army and: 
Navy have combined operations there, in the Riv-: 
erine Force. Soldiers live aboard ship when not • 
slogging the paddies and swamps, and sailors : 
called "Seals" fight li~e the green-bere~ed Special ; 
Forces. These men are effectively hampering the 
movement of VC units and supplies. Navy person-'. 
nel, accompanied by South Vietnamese civil offi-• 

·' cers, stop and search between 1,500 arid 2,000 I 
boats a day. Sometimes, they are fired on from the : 
banks, but quite often our boats pull away without : 
returning the fire to avoid hitting innocent civilians • 
in the area. 

I had heard complaints that we were killing ; 
innocent people in Vietnam.I am not sure how those I 
who make such complaints define "innocent." If . 
they mean civilians as distinguished from men in , 

. uniform, it should be pointed out that since 1958,, 
the Vietcong have assassinated an estimated 11,.: 
798 South Vietnamese civilians and have kid­
napped 41,177. This toll includes 1,000 civilian 
officials killed and 1,500 kidnapped. Anyone in a: 

. combat area is apt to become a casualty, as we· 
found when we landed in Normandy during World 
War II. Wherever -possible, people are moved out 

. of a battle zone, which is what we are doing in • 
Vietnam today. As careful as we are, modern weap-• 
ons make it difficult to confine casualties to the 
fighting men. But there is no such excuse for the de-. / 
liberate, premeditated, selective killings by the VC. • 

In the Delta, far from the source of men and. 
materials in the North, the enemy seems to be hav­
ing considerable trouble. One unit I visited re-; 
ported capturing 10 VC. Two were 12 years oldl 
and one was 13. These children said they were: 
told that unless they joined the VC, their families 
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. would be killed. One Riverine Force reported the f 
enemy they were chasing simply melted away after 
burying their guns. I saw 43 of these arms, includ. 
ing three automatic weapons, displayed on the 
deck of one of our ships. • 

On our last afternoon in Vietnam ( we had , 
that day and a wake-up to go), we met with Ambas­
sador Bunker, General Westmoreland and 11team of 
American officials who are setting up an agency 
modeled along the lines of our own Veterans Ad­
ministration, of which I • was administrator for 
more than two years following World War II. Al­
ready they are planning the postwar future of 
South Vietnam's veterans .. 

As we climbed aboard the jetliner taking us 
back to the States, my head was bursting with in­
formation, and my heart with pride. What a para­
dox this war is. The morale of the men in the fox­
holes is higher than th;,it of many people safely at 
home. The fighting men know why they are in 
Vietnam. It is a pity their understanding, patience, 
fortitude and enthusiasm cannot be transmitted to 
the home front. 

As Kitty turned to look back at Saigon fad. 
ing from our view, she murmured half to h_erself, 
"''I don;t believe anybody can fly into Vietnam a 
dove, and fly out a dove." 

We are in Vietnam because we cannot long 
remain the leader of the free world if we do not 
stand by our promises to help the smaller nations 
threatened by Communist engulfment. Vietnam is 

1 

• an historical necessity, not, because we said so but I 
because the Communists want it that way. On I 
September 2, 1965, the Red Chinese Defense Minis- ! 
ter Lin Piao declared in Peking that Vietnam was I 

• the "testing ground" for the worldwide application I 
of Mao Tse-tung's military-revolutionary strategy. f 

•.This strategy, used by Mao in China and by Ho I 
Chi Minh in Southeast Asia, starts with a peasant 
base and gradually encircles, throttles and cap­
tures the cities. Marshal Lin likened underdevel­
oped countries such as South Vietnam to the 
peasants and described the capitalist countries as 
the "cities of the world." We are on notice then 
that this is the challenge. • 

If we fight on in Vietnam and win, it is pos­
sibk we may have to ;repeat. our effort elsewhere. • 
If we pull out, it is certain we ·will face more and 
tougher Vietnams. History repeatedly has taught 
us that appeasement is at best a temporary measure 
and inevitably leads to war. 

Wherever we went, I.asked the question: Are • 
we making progress? And, as a Missouri native, I 
added: Show me. From Ambassador Bunker, Gen· 
eral Westmoreland and their top subordinates,: 
from the Koreans and other Free World Force· 
units, from the South Vietnamese. from our men• 
at all levels and from what I could see with my; 
own eyes, the answer was clear: Yes. And I could 
not help but wonder why this w·as not clear to the'. 
American people. Perhaps it is because, as a peo• , 
pie, we have appetites that lean toward the extra• 
ordinary in the news. Too of ten, we are disinter• , 
ested in the 99 percent that is right and focus our •• 

.• attention on the one percent that is wrong. I 

How do you measure progress? To me, it ist 
. progress when things are better than they were '. 
previously. From what I saw and heard, things are • 

1 better than they were-three or six months or a· year . 
ago. We are making progress in Vietnam. We are • 

. gaining, often dramatically, in the military strug· 
' gles and in the even more difficult task of healing 

the ~ocial ills on which the Communists feed,f 

l 
l· 
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"Why not invite Ho Chi Minh 
down south? Let him see the dug-in 
magnitude of our effort~" / 

As .we traveled, I became increasingly aware 
that we are slowly but inexorably rolling the 
enemy back from the cities and the seacoast. His 
movement in areas he used to own is now severely 
restricted. Main force-units inside the country, ex­
cept up north near the Demilitarized Zone, gen­
erally stay under cover and keep shifting their • 
bases to avoid detection and contact. The enemy's 
supply and communication routes, especially 
around Saigon and in the Mekong Delta, are being 

· interdicted with improved efficiency. Because of 
his logistics problems in the midlands and down 
south, he has had to concentrate activity up north 
near the DMZ. There, the supply route is shorter. 
Except for that area and a few others, his regi­
ments and battalions are splitting into small groups. 
"I can't find a fight," complained one American 
commander whose unit six months ago was bat­
tling for its life. One reason we invite attack is be-

. cause we can react so quickly; in one Delta area, 
the VC assaults, usually limited to mortar fire, last 
no more than five minutes because by then our 
planes and artillery start pounding them. This is a 
far cry from early 1965, when North Vietnamese 
regulars and hard-core Vietcong sought to cut the 
country in two and, in the opinion of many oh- • 
servers, were dangerously close to succeeding. 

Intelligence is the key. It seems to be im­
proving as more captives and defectors appear. I 
have a hunch the other side is hurting a good deal 
more than it lets on. It may be, as I was told, that 
the enemy has reached the "crossover point" at 
which he is losing men through death, wounds, . 
capture and defection at a faster rate than he can 
replace them by recruitment and infiltration. It 
seems unlikely that Hanoi can meet such man­
power requirements for any protracted length of. 
time. Ho Chi Minh' s one hope is to hang on in the 
expectation that the American public, inadequately 
informed about the true situation and sickened by 
the loss in lives and money, will force the United 
States to give up and pull out. 

A North Vietnamese captured this year told • 
interrogators that anti-war demonstrations help 
sustain the morale of his people and the troops. 
This man, Nguyen Huu Nghia, who speaks Russian 
and holds a Ph.D. degree in psychology, described . 
demonstrations as ''very effective" encouragement 
for the North Vietnamese. He compared the situa­
tion to that of France during the Indochina War~ 
He said an anti-war movement in France started 
slowly, gained momentum and.influenced the final. 



outcome-French capitulation. 
If the French pattern should he repeated, it 

would be a stigma the American 'people would 
have to bear forever. Pulling out now would break 
faith with those who have died there, with the 
families of those who have died there and with 
those who after much suffering are on the thresh­
old of success. The Communists assuredly would• " 
take revenge against the South Vietnamese who. 
cast their lot with us. • • 

Neighboring n~tions like Thailand, which 
recently sent a regiment to fight and from whose 
territory most of the air strikes against the North 
are launched, would immediately face Communist 
infilt~ation and aggression. American influence 
would wane, not only in the Far East, hut around 
the globe. Our int~grity as a nation would be 
gravely questioned. ' . 

In Han'oi, there is no free press, radio or 
television to give uncensored sustained reports of. 

· what goes on behind the smoke screen of propa­
ganda. But word leaks out. The port of Haiphong 
has become more a bottleneck than a distribution 
point. Haiphong's docks and streets are piled high 
with supplies requiring transshipment because the 

. railroad to Hanoi is unserviceable. Trucks on the 
Hanoi-Haiphong route now average less than ten • 
miles an hour because the highway is so torn up. 
U.S. bombing is paralyzing North Vietnam. 

The Navy pilots my wife and I watched fly 
off the U.S.S. Constellation, as well as the· Air 
Force crews that fly out of Thailand, have devel-

. oped electronic gear and aerial tactics to escape 
antiaircraft fire, including Soviet-built surface-to­
air missiles (SAM's). When we visited the carrier, 
the last full week's tally reported 128 SAM's fired; 
only one of them hit a plane. ' 

"Stalemate" was a much-used word when we 
went to Vietnam. I don't call it stalemate when, al­
most everywhere, the enemy is avoiding contact and 
our troops are progressively digging him out and • 
pushing him hack. I don't call it stalemate when, by 
every measurement, the other side is getting.weak­
er and we are·getting stronger.This war is like no 
other in my experience. There are no great wall 
maps on which to draw lines and say, "Here is the 
front." The front is everywhere. 

CAPTURED PRISON~$ 1e11 a story of con­
stant attrition. One man, taken in his first battle, 
said he had started out from Hanoi in a 300-man 
unit, hut only 30 survived the six-week trek. Other 
prisoners said North Vietnamese soldiers sent south 
are told they are "mop-up troops" because the war 
is virtually won. Instead, infiltrators find they must 
live-in the jungle, harassed by bombs, artillery and 
patrols, and soon they realize their mission is near­
suicid.J.l. Enemy defections under South Vietnam's 
Chieu H oi, or "Open Arms," policy are stepping 
up. All these things tell a story, not of stalemate, 
but of an enemy that is hard pressed. ---

,.,There was criticism; too, that we had little 
progress to show for the 13 years we have been 
in Vietnam. Actually, we only. started building 
strength there two and a half years ago, and did. 
•not reach current force level until this year. 

General Westmoreland first had to concen­
trate ·on building a logistics base. Once this base 
was laid down, he was able to take ~he initiative: 
He could begin rooting out and pushing hack the 

Communists, while the South Vietnamese, le.arning 
to fight by our side, simultaneously · developed a • 
nation with a government more responsive to the • 
needs and the will of the people. 

In the process of creating logistical support 
for our troops, we have invested in South Viet- · 
nam's future. A short while ago, Saigon was the 
only major seaport, and there were only three air-. 
fields capable of handling jet aircraft. There are 
now six ports and eight jet fields, several with two 
runways. These tremendous resources hack up 
more than the U.S. forces. They support allied 

. troops, the South Vietnamese military effort, 
. American civilians and the South Vietnamese 
economy. When the war is over, this nation will 
have a floor on which to build. • 

Flying over Camranh Bay, once little more 
than sand and water and now a teeming complex 
of American power, I was struck by a thought: 

• What H the other side could see what it is U:p 
against? Why not invite Ho Chi Minh down , south 
and grant him immunity and every possible pro­
tection? Let him see the dug-in magnitude of our 
effort. If Ho would take the trip I took, he would • 
realize the futility of continuing the war . 

Before we went to Vietnam, we heard critics 
say that Hanoi would agree to truce talks if we 
would stop the bombing. Maybe. I do know that 
previous bombing halts did not have this result. 
The mud-spattered GI's in the central highlands 
near Dragon Mountain and the marines up at the 
DMZ know that the tons of ammunition being ex- _ 
pended against our planes would he coming down 

. the trail to be fired at them. They know the vast 
.·. manpower kept occupied by the • raids would be 

free for use against them. It is not academic, up 
where the fighting is. • 

Two weeks in Vietnam do not make me an ex- • 
pert. But I have seen battlefields before. What this 
war needs more than anything else, I believe, is 
home-front understanding. I would like to see the 
people at home more deeply involved in Vietnam. • 
Even those opposed to the war cannot he opposed 
to the men fighting it. My wife Kitty has suggested 
that women's clubs take a few minutes off from • 
their bridge sessions to write letters to our men· in 
the field. Marines in Vietnam receive 150 pounds 
of cookies every month from 231 citizens of little ' 
Dayton, Wyo.; they demolish the cookies hut their 
gratitude to Dayton is indestructible. Other Ameri- • 
cans are shipping soap for the war refugees. These 
are relatively small in themselves, hut as symbols 
of an America that cares, they are important. What 
we do does not matter as much as that we do it. 

•On our last evening in Saigon, Ambassador 
Bunker showed Kitty a definition of Freedom I 
wrote many years ago: "Freedom-No word was 
ever spoken that has held out greater hope, de­
manded greater sacrifice, needed more to he nur­
tured, blessed more the giver, damned more its 
destroyer, or came closer to being God's will on 
earth. May Americans ever he its protector." 

We are a free people, a learning people. As . 
pilgrims, we learned to farm. As colonists, we 
learned to govern. As immigrants, we learned new 
ways. As pioneers, we learned the wilderness. As 
victors, we learned that the end of a great wa.r does 

.,,,.not mean peace. ., • 
History, I believe, will judge that, alongside 

Berlin, Greece, Cuba and Korea, Vietnam was one 
of our finest hours. We did not flinch. Or it will say 

. that the Communists are right, and History will 
•belong to them. END 
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Thursday, November 2, t967 

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM BUNKER (Saigon 10206) 

DECLAssmEnHerewith my twenty- seventh weekly te_legram: 

J '' -
.......~ ..... 

E.O. 12356, Sec.3.4 
, • 
, Date/-./t).f s-A. General 

I believe that no one could have been an observer of the events of the last few 
days without feeling that he had been witnessing the rebirth of a nation. One 
sensed everywhere a new feeling of confidence, of pride in the fact 1ha!: the 
Vietnamese people had had the maturity to carry out five elections in the last 
fourteen months in the midst of war and had been able to establish institutions 
of representative democracy, a new determination to play a greater part in 
their O"\vn destiny. This came out in a good many ways - - in the dignity, in the 
simplicity, in the good taste of the inaugural ceremonies, appropriate to wartime 
conditions,, and in the effectiveness and precision with which they were carried 
out; in the restrained pageantry of the National Day celebration, the parade 
being shorter this year because of the war but splendidly executed, to the obvious 
pleasure and approval of the c·rowds who were \,Vatching. It is interesting that 
Chieu Hoi' s contingent received a good deal of applause from the crowds and 
suffered no critical or derogatory conunents. And President Thieu's fine 
inaugural address was a call to greatness, for further sacrifices, for greater 
determination, for a continual search for peace. In it he referred to the diffi­
culties of the past four years as having been useful in helping to· determine the • 
path to follow and opening up a great new era full of prom.is e; in his own words, 
"The greatness and the promise of the glories and the difficulties awaiting us." 

, He stated that his administration would have three guiding principles in carrying 
out his national program: to build democracy, to restore peace, and to reform 
society. 

In the pursuit of peace, he would propose dire-ctly to the North Vietnamese 
Government that it meet with the Government of South Vietnam to seek a way to 
end the war, that he would open the door to peace ~nd leave the door always 
open. The Liberation Front would not be an obstacle to peace talks. As iE 1954, 
the Frcnt elements today have the right• of choice: ''Whoever believes in 1'v1arxism 
is free to go north. Whoever believes, as we do, in freedmn and democracy n1ay 
remain and work with us. '' 

At the same time, he made clear the "iron determination" of South Vietnarn to 
defend the ideal of freedom. and dernocracy. While paying tribute to the Govern­
ment and people ::>fthe United States and other friendly countries 1ho had rendered"--\ 
assistance, he reminded his people "that the present war is still our wa:r and 
the entire force of the population must be marshalled in support of the overail war 
effort in order to defend the freedom and sovereignty of the country, that all, 

..,, SEC ft .t:.! / N 6 B iG 



I 

- ---- i_ - -

SECRET /UOJ?i6 -2-

civilians and soldiers alike, must understand the necessity for sacrifice for 
the common struggle. A united effort must be made to grasp the initiative and 
shorten the road to peace. 11 He pointed out that this increased effort and 
determination was not aimed at destroying their compatriots above the parallel. 
On the contrary, it was designed to check the expansion of Communist aggression, 
to preserve stability of Southeast Asi~, and to build a lasting peace for Asia and 
the whole world. 

He askeq. the people for a stronger war effort because all weapons m:ust be 
employed t9 achieve victory; not military weapons alone,· but political, economic, 
cultural ianf social as well. A genuine appropriate democratic regime must be 
buil_t in jrcljer to ~es~ore participation in national affairs to_ the people, and to reform 
society ~n ~rder 1:0 liberate and advance the people. To this end all the people 
would'h~ve 

1 

to endure many more sacrifices and make many more efforts. To 
achieve junity and solidarity many things would have to be done: 

A. The army must be con 9tantly improved and strengthened but it nmst 
also have the hacking of moral support and strong popular organization on 
the home front; 

B. A strong home guard must be organized to defend the towns in order to 
reduce the burdens on the fighting troops; 

C. Those living in the capital and other cities will have to strive and sacrifice 
more to reduce the appalling contrast between cities and the countryside which 
had long borne the greater pa rt of the war burden; 

D. And the Government m.ust win the confidence of the people so that they 
will voluntarily accept the efforts and the sacrifices necessary to the war effort. 
It must carry forward its task of building democracy and reforming society, 
of raising people's living standards and education, of acceler:ating the national 

. I 

rural development policy and industrial development. \ 

Among the short-term meas·ures the President included a number of urgent 
preliminary things which he felt should be undertaken immediately: 

A. To publicize more widely Vietna1n's position and to win world support 
fo=r its cause; 

B. In the social field, defense of morals n~ust be promoted, public orger 
and measures vital to the daily life of the city people gu_arded and increased; 

C. Economic stability must be promoted and the price spiral halted; 
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D. National order and discipline and respect for law must be stre11-gthened; 

E. Opportunities for students and civil servants to serve the nation and to 
employ their ability and enthusiasm must be ·opened up; 

I 
F. An ,~msterity movement to eli_minate the excessive disparity between the 

sufferings Jnd hardships of the rural front lines and high living in the urban areas 
must be lartnched;

i 

G. F,inally, and rnost importantly, corruption must be stamped out and 
administrative 

! 
organization, procedure and personnel must be improved in order 

to .serve tf1.e people better. 

In conclufing, the President appealed for the help of all the people in the comm.on 
task of th!is beginning of a new era. 

As if in confirmation of this feeling of confidence and the pride which I have 
mentioned, within the last ten days the Vietnamese Armed Forces have turned 
in some 1;eally superior performa,nces, five of them outstanding, to which I 
shall refer in the military section of this message. During the period of the 
Vice Pre 

1 

sident's visit, on 29-31 October, the Vietnamese forces conducted 29 
battalion-size or larger size operations. They had 4 major, 65 small contacts 
which resulted in 373 enemy killed, 92 suspects detained and 281 weapons 
captured. Thirty-five Vietnamese were killed and one hundred forty-six 
wounded. The Vietnam Air Force flew 275 combat missions and the Navy con­
ducted 1,024 sea., river, and coastal operations. These actions centered largely 
in the Third and Fourth Corps and were carried out by some elernents which had 
been subject previously to criticism.. These are evidences of the steady improve­
ment which has been taking place in the Vietname~e Armed Forces on which I 
have previously reported and give the lie to much o'f the cynical and skeptical 
reporting e1nanating from Saigon. 

At the same time, there was. welcome news on the anti- corruption front. 
Shortly before midnight, October 28, a special court sentenced the former Chief 
of Binh Dinh Province, Lt. Colonel Tran Dinh Vong, to death on corruption 
charges and ordered his property confiscated. Three other persons charged with 
Col. Vong have been sentenced to life imprisonment with confiscation of property. 
While it is heartening to see the Government move against corruption and to see 
the court act speedily (the trial lasted only one day), the sentences appear 
rather Draconian and recall the trial and execution of the Chinese businessman, 
Ta Vinh, in 1966. Vinh' s execution was deeply resented in Cholon and may have 
been responsible for Thieu and Ky's rather poor showing among the Chinese in 
the Presidential election. Hopefully, the new governrnent will handle its anti­
corruption drive in such a way as to avoid terrorizing the bureaucracy to the 
poin~ of paralysis. 
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The press this morning reports action by the special court of Kien Giang 
Province in voiding the election to the Lower House of Ta Ngoc lvfai. Sentencing 
him to three months of irnprisomnent and a fine of $20,000 (Vietnamese). The 
court also sentenced four of his accomplices to three months of imprisonrnent 
and fined one of them. $10,000 (Vietnamese). Mai was charged with various 

.cheating schemes including armed pr~ssure upon the voters. 

Other evidence of this new feeling of nationalis1n and pride came out during the 
Vice Pr~sident' s visit. To a luncheon which I gave for him on Tuesday, I 
invited 1nembers of the Senate and the Lower House and representatives of 
Educati~nfl Labors Civil Adrninistration and Youth. In a postluncheon discussion, 
Senator /Ng yen Gia Hien expressed appreciation for the Vice President's remarks 
and f9'r th! wise advice of a man who understood both the leg_islative and executive 
functfon~ of government. He noted that although political life was a new experience 
in Vietn;am, he was confident that the new government would be able to meet the 
requirements of this youp.g country. Its members were approaching their task 
with goodwill and a stron,g sense of their responsibilities to the nation. They must 
serve, he said, as a link between the government and the people -- a link which 
in most developing countries is weak. 

Dr. Phan Quang Dan, former Vice Presidential candidate, said that the 
Vietna1nese people must play a larger part in conducting affairs in their own 
country. The war must be won by the Vietnamese with American assistance, 
not by the D~ S. with Vietnamese assistance. Now Vietnam has a constitutional 
government of its own and must play a greater role in its o-wn country. There is 
much to be done in Vietnam, he said, and therefore, the American is sometimes 
impatient with Vietnamese leadership and moves in to deal with local proble1ns 
in his own way. We are, he continued, fighting both against Con11nunism and 
well- intentioned. Americanization of our struggle. He asked for patience and 
restraint and opportunity wherever possible for the Vietnamese now to deal "\vith 
their o·wn problems in their own way. \· 

\ 
Immediately following the inaugural ceremonies, President Thieu announced 
the appointment of Nguyen V'an Loe as the new Prime Minister. Prime Minister Ky 
tendered his resignation and that of his cabinet but agreed to remain in office 
to handle current affairs until Prime Minister Loe is ready to announce his 
cabinet and take over the government. The directorate also resigned after 
Thieu's inauguration. I asked Thieu this morning how Loe was progressing with 
the fonnation of his government and he replied that he had asked Loe to complete 
his list within four days but that Loe had asked for a week. Thieu confirmed the 
fact which we had heard from his brother, Kieu, that LQc was having some 
problems with the southerners who are asking for three cabinet posts: the 
Ministries of Agriculture, Economy and Education. He said that Loe is presently 
conferring ·with Tran Van Huong and leaders of the Old School Boys Association 
on the _question of southern representation and Thieu expects that he will be able 
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to 'resolve his problems. I think, however, we should anticipate that it will 
be the middle of nex1: week- before we shali know the composition of the new 
government. 

It remains to be seen how effective a cabinet Loe can put together and how well 
they will work as a team. I think, nevertheless, that he is approaching his task 
realistically. Thieu told me this morning that Loe was hoping to include a 
high ranking Hoi Chanh in the Government, pe.rhaps Col. Chu Yen who led the 
Chieu Hoi continge:n:t in the National Day parade or Lt. Col. Cu. He also con­
firmed ~gain that Dr. Tran Van Do would continue as Foreign Minister but with 
a strongj supporting cast in the Ministry. Thieu remarked that one of the reasons 
for the i,el1tive ine.ffectivenes s of the Vietnamese miss ions abroad was the lack 
of adequ~t~ supporting organization at home. Loe also understands the need 
for co_ntlmied coope:ration between President Thieu.and Vice President Ky. 
Some ;tiitie ago, he told a~ Embassy officer that everything depends on this. In 

I 

this respect_. it is encouraging that in the talk which Vice President Humphrey 
had with Ky the latter emphasized his determination to work with Thieu, asserted 
that he wanted no sp'ecial responsibilities, but wanted a strong government, a 
strong policy, and to make it work. He was ready to serve Thieu and to do 
whatever was asked of him. 

It is obviom; I think~ that the effort to establish a functioning representative 
democracy in Vietnam will encounter many problems. Some of them will be 
difficult for us to live with. Political parties will have to evolve and learn how 
to function. The process of governing may be slowed by having to go through 
the legislative process rather than enacting laws by decree. Workable relation­
ships ~ill have to be established between the executive and legislative branches 
of Government. There will be many other problems with which the Vietnarriese 
and we will have to cont.end. Yet, I think we can take considerable pride in the 
fact that a functioning constitutional govermnent is being established, especially 
in what seem.s to me to be a new feeling of confidence and pric;le on the part of 
the Vietnamese, and in their determination to increase their ~£forts and to do more 
than they have been doing in carrying their share of the burden. 

I want to close this section of my message with a brief report on the visit of 
Vice President Huru.phrey. In my opinion, viewed from any angle, it was an 
outstanding success. The Vice President left Saigon at 7:45 November 1 on 
his trip to the First Corps after having spent an extremely active 62 hours with 
us here. His busy schedule included a morning visiting the mobile Riverine 
Forces in the Delta and the National Training Center at Vung Tau in which he 
evinced great interest both in the excellent briefing by t~e Director, Major Be, 
and in his visit to thie training cadres; a lengthy ceremony at which credentials 
were presented; private calls on President Thieu and Vice President Ky; a 
reception at the Foreign Ministry; an informal dinner with the Mission Council; 
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a tour of our new chancery, after which the Vice President gave a n~oving and 
inspiring talk to our miss ion; a luncheon at my house with a broad selection 
of Vietname s-e political, cultural, and social leaders; calls by the Australian 
Minister of E.Kiernal Affairs and the Prime Minister of Korea; and a reception 
and State Dinner given by President Thieu Tuesday evening at Independence 
Palace. Fou.ir mortar rounds landed "J;)ehind the Palace while the reception was in 
progress but hardly caused a ripple of exciteD?-ent a.nd both the reception and 
dinner contim-ued uninterrupted. The Vice President's conversations with Thieu 
and Ky \f hich have been separately reported, were carried out in a most friendly 
and infotmal ,atmosphere and if nothing more had been accomplished, the visit 
would hive/been extrernely worthwhile. ', 

In spe akiing to President Thieu, the Vice President covered a wide range of 
1 

subj ectsi telliitag him. frankly the chief criticisms of-the Government of Vietnam 
I 

current jin the United States and stressing the need for the newly elected 
Chief Executive to tackle problems with vigor during his first "hundred days. " 
In his talk ,vii:h Ky, the Vic.e President covered much of the same ground, 
emphasizing -the need for cooperation between the Vice President and President, 
to which Ky r,e-sponded positively. General Westmoreland reported to me last 
night on his return from the First Corps that the Vice President's trip there 
had also been a great success, that he had spoken to our troops in the most 
inspiring way,, and talked very frankly to mem.bers of the press about their 
skepticism and criticism of the situation here. 

The Vietnamese Government and people were tremendously pleased by the 
Vice President's visit, especially as he was the highest ranking dignitary to 
attend the inauguration. His frankness, his fri~ndlines s, the appropriateness 
of his remarks, and his reaffirmation of our conirnitment here made an extremely 
favorable impression and gave a feeling of renewed confidence and encouragement 
to our allies. 

B. Military 

In connection with the Vice President's visit, General Westm.oreland prepared 
some comments on the combat effectiveness of the Republic of Vietnain Armed 
Forces which are worth recalling,· particularly as the American press continues 
critical of the Vietnamese military effort. 

As General w-estmoreland observes, the notion that the Republic of Vietnam 
Armed Forces is not carrying its share of the load is a myth that has tended 
to become fixed in the minds of our public. 

SECRET /)TQD;L~ 
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During the first nine months of this year, South Vietnamese Forces accounted 
for more than one-half of the effort spent on large operations by all friendly 
forces in th~ country. These operations and many smaller ones in the first 
eight month~ of this year resulted in the South Vietnamese losing about three 
men (9, 703/total killed) to every two t,hat the U. S. has lost (6,215 total killed) 
in the sam1 

i 
i 

period. 

Other encpuraging indications of the Republic of Vietnam Arm.ed Forces 
performa~ce are that the desertion rate is less than half tra t of early 1966; 
the numb~r missing in action is 60 percent of that of the first half of 1966; and 
the rate 1t which weapons are captured from the enemy, compared to the rate 
at which he Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces loses weapons, has more than 
doubled , now two to one). . 

I mentioned that within the past ten days, there had been several instances in 
which the enemy engaged Vietnamese Governrr1ent forces and were soundly beaten 
and driven off with heavy losses. I think it worthwhile to describe briefly the 
five mos 

1
t significant engagements, which indicate the fighting spirit and will to 

win of V/ietnamese Government forces when properly led and stipported. 

1. At 3:00 a. m. on October 20, 15 kilometers east of Quang Trl City (in 
Quang Tri Province), the 2nd and 3rd Battalions of the· 1st Army of the Republic 
of Vietnam Infantry Regiment were attacked by a large enemy force. The units 
remained in contact with the enemy until nightfall of October 20 when the enemy 
withdrew. The f~ghting resulted in 197 enemy killed, 20 individual and 13 crew 
served weapons captured, 49 enemy structures and 2 enemy bunkers destroyed; 
at the cost of 18 Army of the Republic of Vietnam killed _and 107 Army of the 
Republic of Vietnam wounded. 

2. At 8:15 a.m. on October 21, 20 kilometers east of Lai Khe in Binh Duong 
Province, Civilian Irregular Defense Group (CIDG) elements from Vung Tau 
engaged an estimated enemy c·ompany. Cont act was maintained until the enemy 
withdrew at 5:40 p. m. Th~ Civilian Irregular Defense Group elements swept the 
area the next morning and found 94 enemy bodies, two boxes of documents, 
three crew served and one individual weapon. Friendly losses were five killed, 
26 wounded, and three missing. 

3. On October 27 at l :00 a. m., four kilometers southeast of Song Be in 
Phuoc Long Province, the 88th North Vietnamese Army Regiment attacked the 
comm.and post of the 3rd Battalion, 9th Army of the Republic of Vietnam Infantry • 
Regiment. Armed helicopters, AC-47 aircraft and artillery fire supported the 
defenders. The stout defense by Army of the Republic of Vietnam troops, 
together with the supporting fires, drove the enemy off at 3:45 a. m. The enemy 
s~fered 134 killed and the loss of 37 individual and 20 crew served weapons. 
Friendly losses were 13 killed and 44 wounded. 
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4. Binh Long Province, the subsector headquarters and Regional Forces 
compounds at Loe Ninh were attacked by at least two battalions of the 273rd 
Viet Cong Regiment at 1: 15 a. m. on October 29. At the same time, a Civilian 
Irregular Defense Group camp at the Loe Ninh airstrip was attacked with mortars 
and B-40 rockets. !rmed helicopters, AC-47 aircraft, artillery fire and tactical 
air strikes ,kupported the friendly forces at Loe Ninh and a rapid reaction force 
comprised ,~f two Civilian Irregular Defense Group companies, the 2nd 
battalion oj·the 9th Arrny of the Republic of Vietnam Infantry Regiment, and 
two comp~nies frorn the 5th Army of the Republic of Vietnam Infantry Regiment 
was comnjited. A lJ. S. infantry unit was inserted four kilometers west of 
Loe Ninh .b.s a blocking force and engaged an estimated enemy company from 
12:08 p. ~j· until the enemy broke contact at 1:02 p. n1. The reaction forced 
the withd awal of the enemy from the subsector headquarters compound at 
3: 15 p. m The latest results of the above actions _are 160 enemy killed and 
19 weapons captured versus friendly losses of 9 killed and 37 wounded. 

5. fa Cuu Long 178, a search and destroy operation in the Fourth Corps, 
the Army of the Republic of Vietnam 32nd Ranger Battalion killed 75 enemy on 
October 30. 

I 

It will b~ noted that three of the five engagements took place at night which 
rather gives the lie to the oft quoted criticism that "the Army of the Republic 
of Vietnam doesn't fight at night". 

C. Political 

The Transitional National Assembly (formerly the Consti_tuent Assembly) sat 
together for the last time at the inauguration of President Thieu October 31 
and was automatically dissolved that afternoon, after the Lower House of the 
new National Assembly formally was convened. 

The political organization of the Lower House is proceeding steadily, with 
several groups coming prorriinertly into the picture. Among these are the 
Nong Cong Binh group (farmers-workers-soldiers) associated with Senator 
Tran Van Don's Upper House list (about 20 men1bers); the Catholic Dai Doan Ket 
(Greater Solidarity Force) Group, with an initial 1nembership of 11 but probably 
to grow larger with the addition of other Catholics; the small but dynamic group 
of the movement for the Renaissance of the South (initially four, but likely to 
grow); and the Toan VieLGroup (.All Vietnam Bloc), ,;vith four to start, possibly 
as high as 11 and likely to grow. In addition, we have heard that Prime Minister 
Ky, assisted by he Director General of National Police General Loan, has lined 
up, both before and since the elections a total of about 40 members of the Lower 
House who will, presum.ably, be responsiv:e_ to Ky's influence in the future. The 
veteran Trotskyist and neutralist, Ho Huu Tuong, asserted to an E1nbassy officer 
on October 26 that he thought he could weld together a bloc of about 50 Lo'\ver 
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House members. The reported strength of Ky's group {tentatively called the 
Dan Chu or Democratic Bloc) is open to some question, as the other blocs 
being formed in the Lower House are similarly trying to increase their votin~ 
strength and are probably contacting many of the same mem_bers. It is also 
hard to believe that Ho Huu Tuong has been able to collect any considerable 
strength so far in the Lower House. However, in some versions, the above 
is an indication of the groups which wlll be most active in the Lower House. We 
as yet have no indication that President Thieu· is working towards the formation 
of a bloc in th,e Lower House, although eventually he will have to come to grips 
with the problem of assuring support for his programs in the new legislature. 

~s the :r1attlern of the Lower House elections has emerged more d~f initively, 
it is evi~e~t that the traditional political parties {particularly the Vietnam Quoc 
Dan Dang and the Dai Viets) have largely been eclipsed, except on a limited, 
local ·ba;sis, and several new groupings, described· in the preceding paragraph, 

I 

are emerging which might be the nucleus of the political parties of the future. 
At the sam.e ti1ne, the average age of the Lower House is 39, considerably 
less than that of the Upper House. There will be a number of vigorous and 
forceful personalities in the Lower House, including some who will be critical 
of various aspects of our presence in Vietnam. They remain firmly commited 
to the struggle against the Communists, however, and we will want to listen 
to what they have to say. The Lower House is capable of performing a useful 
job in developing the substance of democratic government in South Vietna:m. 
General Thieu has expit'essed satisfaction to me over the general quality of the 
Lower Housey a judgment which I share. 

Viet Cong and Hanoi comment on the Lower House elections has been very light. 
"Liberation Radio'' of the Viet Cong expressed satisfaction over terrorist 
incidents that disrupted voting and alleged that the 45 (sic) percent turnout in 
Saigon "reflected perfectly the failure of the U. S. -Thieu-Ky clique 11 

• The 
turnout in Saigon was actually 57 percent, but a simple matt~r like the facts has 
never troubled Hanoi or the Viet Cong before and obviously di. es not trouble 
them now. 

The Buddhist internal troubles remain unresolved. Following a series of 
meetings between General Thieu and the leaders of both the An Quang and the 
Tam Chau factions, no agreement on the disposition of the Buddhist Charter 
controversy was reached. On October 29, the extrem_ist An Quang Group 
attempted to stage a march from thei.r Pagoda to the National Pagoda (the seat 
of the Tam Chau faction), but were prevented from doing so by the police. There 
were rumors that extremists associated with An Quang groups in Saigon and 
Danang would stage a number of suicides by fire in an effort to embarrass the 
Government of Vietnam around inauguration time. One such suicide took place 
in f.,!uang Ngai Province on inauguration day itself but the event went virtually 
unnoticed. On the whole, the extremist Buddhists have achieved no significant 

~EGRET /NOPIS 
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success in their efforts to create an impress ion of widespread dis s atisf adtion 
i 

with the newly elected regime. As I have reported, President Thieu has l 
indicated that the re is an inclincation on the part of mode rate elements in\ both 
factions to come together, even if it involves the setting aside of Quang T~i 

and Tam Chau. : . . . \ 

A disturbing development, but one which hopefully is being resolved withot1t 
serious difficulty, is the effort by the Government of Vietnam to halt convoys of 
shipping on the Mekong River proceeding to Cambodia. The Gove'rnment of 
Vietnam military authorities were understandably upset by an act of piTacy in 
which the crew of a monitor was slaughtered and the ship was. delivered by one 
of the crew to the Cambodian side in return for a cash payment. Alleging that 
there were Viet Cong mines in the river, convoys were halted in mid-October. 
We were inform.ed confidentially by Tran Van Do that there was considerable 
sentiment within the Government of Vietnam, particularly· among the military, 
for a complete stoppage of ship traffic on the Mekc-ng to Cambodia. The military 
have long chafed at Prine e Sihanouk's attitude towards the struggle against the 
Communists in South Vietnam and in particular at Cambodia's at least passive 
support for the Viet Cong in the border area. The consequence of stoppage in 
the shipment of petroleum products, in particular, has been to reduce Cambodian 
stocks to a dangerously low P?int. Sihanouk has now made a protest to the 
Government of Vietnam through the Australian Embassy. Sihanouk is a mercurial 
and often disagreeable personality and Cambodia has been of material help to the 
Viet Cong in the Cambodian-Vietnamese border area. However, he could be 
even more disagreeable to us, were he forced, or should he see himself forced, 
to go over more explicitly to the enemy. I have taken this up twice with Ky, and 
General Westmoreland has twice followed up with the Government of Vietnarn 
military. The Government of Vietnam has ordered that the convoys be permitted 
to proceed as of Novem.ber 2. We hope this will break the convoys loose within 
the next few days. 

D. Economic 

The Retail Price Index in Saigon was 290 this week, little changed from last 
week's figure of 291. The Imported Commodity Index was unchanged from last 
week's level of 219. The subsidized P. L. 480 Title II Corh Program ended last 
week. In the future, corn for ani1nal feed will be non- subsidized Title I corn 
shipped into Vietnarn as a com.mercial import and sold on the free market without 
restriction as to distributor or end user. Corn 'Nill be sold at a price to be 
determined by the Government of Vietnam and U. S. AID which is intended to 
minimize econornic hardship for pork and poultry producers while encouraging 
domestic feed r,:rain production. 

https://inform.ed
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Farm labor scarcity is a factor limiting rice production in the Mekong Delta, 
accord:ing to a study by An1erican technicians.' Be.cause of the war and the 
military draft, as well as the lack of security and heavy migration to urban 
areas, old men, women, children are often the only available farm labor. Some 
provinces report that thinner stands of rice and lower yields are the result of 
a lack of experience on the part of the rice transplanters. In floating rice areas, 
production will be greater than last year, when the crop was ravaged by floods. 

E. Chi~u Hoi 
i i \I \I 

~eturners /during the reportin~ period were 452, sli_ghtl_y lower than the 1966 
f1gur~ of 4~7 for the same period last year, but agam higher than last week's 
figure of 3i38. The total number of returnees so far this year is 24, 666. 

F. Vietnamese Killed 

During the week ending October 28, the enemy killed 35 Vietnamese civilians, 
wounded 100, and kidnapped 92. Among the dead were two Hamlet Chiefs, two 
Revolutionary Development workers, and one Forestry Chief. During the week, 
the enemy killed 210 Vietnan1ese military personnel. Sin·ce January 1, 1967,. 
the Viet Cong have killed a total of 2,786 civilians, wounded 5,610, and 
kidnapped 3, 904. 

SECRET /NOD:ES 



Thura-day, November 2, 1967 
7:00 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

They're at lt again. 

Helms has your lnstruetlcm. 

W. w. Rostow 

WWRostow:rln 

By. 

DECLASS FIED 
E.O. 12958, 3 
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Thursday. Nov. 2, 1967 
SECRET 7 :00 p. m. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Peru. 

T.be paper at Tab A describes how we mlght approach President Belaunde 
and bis military chiefs to persuade them to drop the French :NI!rage deal . 

.Admittedly, the oll.er represents a long s·bot, but it ia better than paaatrely 
awaiting for the almost inevitable military coup. • 

I have checked the proposal ·with Foy Kohler, Paul Nitae. Dick Helms and 
Covey Oliver, who recommend that we try this approacb •. 

~rbe choice of an emissary to take the offer to Belaunde ·can be made at one 
of two levels. We can try for a high-level :representative like Bob Anderson, 
Milton Eisenhower, Cy Vance or Averell Har.riman. who would carry 1:nore 
punch. They also have greater vf..aibility, and their· presence in Peru will 
draw wider attention there and here. We can try a lower level approach 
with someone like Bob Sayre or Bill Bowdler. who could ,~e the same 
soundings with less risk of publicity. (At Ta'b B is a memorandum from 
Secretary Rusk suggesting that Bill go.) Bill, in 1:ny judg,ment, would be 
excellent: professi-onal. imaginative, determined. 

If you prefer to have a meeting with DOD. State and CIA on the'. propo·sal before 
:reaching a decision, I will s.et one up. 

W. w.Rostow 

OK to go ahead wlth approach, but check back 'With me on the emissary ___ _ 

Prefer to have meeting first 

Attachments: Tab A - Paper on approach to Belaunde 
Tab B - Se·c.retary Rusk's m,emorandum on subject 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority 7/L 9: ~o'✓/4-i 
Byif:jt;, , Date /2--9o/J 



~ Peru 

A. Problem 

I. The Peruvian economy is in a descending spiral which 
threatens stability and poses the imminent threat of 
a military takeover. 

{ 

2. To reverse this trend, Peru desperately needs to put 
into effect a stabilization program which will require 
strong backing from us. 

3. We are prepared to make a $40 million program loan 
available· conditioned on fiscal and budgetary self-help 
measures and~ French Mirages. 

.; 

4. TB.e principal obstacle is the aircraft purchase. We 
need to devise a formula for Peru to void the contract 
or otherwise get rid of the Mirages. 

5. The Peruvian Mirage deal, if carried out, will have 
an interacting impact on purchase of Mirages by other 
Latin American countries and US Congressional reac­
tion which could seriously compromise our Alliance 
for Progress effort and the OAS Summit Program. 

I.B. What We Know About the Mirage Deal 

We do not have a copy of the contract and only a vague idea 
of its contents from second and third hand sources: 

The contract is re·portedly between. the Peruvian .tµr 
Force and the French Government. 

It provides for the sale of 12 Mirage S's at a price of 
$27-28 million, including aircraft, training~a~d. spare· 
parts. 

\ 
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_An initial payment is supposed to have ·been made, 
amount unknown. 

Delivery of aircraft is reported to start at the end of 
1967. • 

We have no specific data on c~ntract cancellation penalty . 
or the resale provisions. 

C. Alternative Courses for Peru 

-... 

• 1. Cancel the contract, forfeit the down payment and 
pay whatever else the penalty clause provides. This 
is neatest solution and our preferred position. .,-· 

2. Resell the aircraft to a third country before delivery, 
if there is a resale provision. Belaunde has suggested 
resale after delivery. 

D. Our Strategy 

1. We should offer President Belaunde and his military . 
leaders an attractive alternative to the Mirage deal 
consistent with our stand that Alnerican F-5 1s will 
not be programmed into Latin America until 1969-70 
time frame. 

2. Depending upon the options open to the; Peruvians, 
our offers would be: 

i • -

I. 

! 
i 
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First Choice 

Peru would cancel the Mirage contract. 

We would help devise a way tQ cover the losses 
from forfeiture and the penalty clause. 

We would arrange with Northrop Canada to sell 
six CF-S's with delivery in the period October 
1968-July 1969, with Northrop US selling another 
six F-S's for delivery during the July 1969-June 
1970 period on favorable commercial terms . / 

.,._ 

We would train Peruvian pilots on F-5 1s in the 
US starting in January I.968. 

Second Choice 

- Peru would agree to resell the Mirages to a third 
country before delivery. 

We would help find a third country purchaser 
and Peru would get French Government (or 
Dassault Co.)' agreement to the transaction. 

Same as· in First Choice on sale and delivery 
dates for Canadian and US F-5 1s. 

Same as in First Choice on training of pilots. 
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E. Scenario 

1. Obtain the President's approval of this approach. 

2. Check with Northrop US on its and Northrop Canada's 
ability to meet the sale ~nd df!livery schedule with 
attractive commercial terms. 

3. Send a high level representative to ~eru (e.g., Vance, 
Harriman, Anderson, !vi•Eisenhower) to find out 
whether l3elaunde and the Peruvian military are will­
ing to work with us on either the First'" or ·Second 
Choices and find out the precise terms of the Mirage 
contract so that we know what we are up against. 

4. Have Tuthill explain to Costa e Silva what we are ! 
I 

proposing to Peru and what we are prepared to do in \' 

Brazil. 

5. lf the Peruvians accept our alternative, the high lev~l 
representative would work out a tentative scenario 
for handling the contract cancellation ·or resale and the 
respective US- Peruvian roles. 

/ 

WGBowdler:mm 
..,,_11/2/67 

\ 



THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

Novemb.er • 11, 196 7 

«-SECRET 

MEMORANDUMFOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject:. Request that Mr. Will~am G. Bowdler 
go to Litnr Regarding Mirage Aircraft 
Problem \ 

Recommendation: 

That-you authorize William G. Bowdler to go to Lima­
to explore poss~bilities for solution of the Mirage air-

-....
craft problem. 

Approve ____ Disapprove __ _ 

Discussion: 

The dangers to our policy should Peru go ahead with 
the Mirage contract are very ·great. We think that some­
one who is closely involved with our efforts to explore 
every possibility to keep·the level of arms down and who 
knows. some of the key Peruvian figures should go to Lima 
to advise and assist the Embassy. At the same time, he 
should not be well known to the Lima press. 

I believe that Mr. Bowdler is the best man to·do this. 
He knows intimately and well all the possibilities that 
should be explored.· While Mr. Bowdler has been inyolved 
in this·problem·at a high level, his departure and pre­
sence in Lima will not attract press interest. 

~~ 
Dean Rusk 

I . 

-SECflE'f 
Group 1 

Excluded from automatic down­
grading and declassification. 
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CONFB3Elt£IAL Thursday, November 2, 1967 ;s.f,,,_,p 
Mr. President: 

You asked yesterday for a report on 
how Bob Anderson was briefed. _ The attached 
confirms that Luke Battle gave him our 
message loud and clear--that he was to talk 
only as a private citizen and not as your 
emissary. 

We do not yet have a report on his 
scheduled talk with Nass er today. We will 
try to make sure that he calls it quits with 
today's session. 

w. W. Rostow 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Att: Read-Rostow memo, 11/2/67, Subj: Briefing of 
Robert B. Anderson, (WH-4187) • 
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CONFIDmn,,IAt... ' 

ut::PARTMENT.OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

November 2, 1967 

IN REPLY REFER TO: MEMORANDUM ROSTOWFOR MR. WALT W 
S/S 18888 

o 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Briefing of Robert B. Anderson 

On October 27, Robert B. Anderson was given a general 
briefing by Assistant Secretary Battle on the current 
situation in the Middle East with particular reference to 
Jordan, Israel and the UAR. • Prior to Mr. Anderson's de­
parture on the morning of October 28 from New York, Mr. Battle 
conveyed to him our views on_his visit to Cairo. He was in­
formed that he should make clear to President Nasser that 
he came purely as a private citizen and in no way represented 
either the President or the State Department. He was not to 
raise in Cairo the question of the possible resumption of 

-US-UAR relations. If this subject were raised by the 
Egyptians, he was to urge them to con~ey their vie~~- to 
Washington through diplomatic channels. In addition, he 
was advised that he could state, as a private citizen ¥h9 
reads the newspapers, that he believed the United States 
Government would be sympathetic if it were approached by 
the Egyptian authorities through appropriate diplomatic 
channels with a proposal to resume relations. Certain 
basic conditions would be required, however, if relations 
were to be resumed. These would include: (1) an appro­
priate public statement from the UAR Government exonerating 
the United States from the charge that it was militarily 
involved in the June war; (2) compensation would' have to • 
be paid for damage to U.S .. properties; and (3) appropriate 
assurances would have to be provided that the UAR Government 
would conduct its relations with the United States in the 

. future in accordance with normal diplomatic practices. 

DEC 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
NI:.J-·,_ _ Ir/ p / \o.JJ, 

Be~~H. ~ead ~ 
Executive Secretary 

COHFH)iNTJAT, ... 
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Thursday. November 2, 1967 
6:55 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

This conversation between 
Preeldent Ayu.b and Amb. Oehle·rt 
covers a numbe·r of items which 
may interest you. 

VI. W. Rostow 

Karachi 807 

SECRET 

WWRostow:rln 

. . ~' : .. ' 
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E.O. 12356, Sec.3.4(b) 
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Wednesday, November 1, 1967 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM AMBASSADOR OEHLERT (Karachi 807} 

At 11:00 p. m. Monday, October 30, I received a phone call at my residence 
from Mansur Ahmad of the Ministry of Foreign Affai-rs ·~tating that in a telegram 
from Ankara President Ayub had instructed them to request me to-meet with 
him in Karachi on November 1. I procee~ed to Karachi last eveni~g and this 
morning· met with him, Foreign Minister Pirzada and Ahmad for one hour . 

. Ayub apologized for calling me to Karachi but stated he had gathered iJ;1£ormation 
in Romania which he considered could be urgently important to the U. S. 
Government. He then stated that Chairman Maurer had.advised him that approxi­
mately one month ago he (~aurer) had vis.ited with Ho Chi Minh in Hanoi and that 
Minh had stated that: ... 

A. North Vietnam does not insist on a unified Vietnam; 

B. North Vietnam does not insist on any settlement which would result 
in loss of face to the U. S. Government; 

C. A bombing pause would lead to n·egotiations but apparently no ti:I?e 
element indicated; 

/ 

D. It was recognized that the withdrawal of the U. S. 'Government and 
allied forces would have to be accompanied by both Vietnamese withdrawal and 
also by the creation of an international presence in South Vietnam to supervise .:~ 
a referendum .and to keep the peace; 

E. Upon Maurer's request of Minh as to why he did not signal this to the 
U. S. Government, Minh replied that to do so would be to surr.ender; 

F. Ayub indicated to me that he believed that Maurer would be more than 
willing to try to maintain a dialog with Minh if the U. S~ Government so desired; 

G. Ayub questioned Maurer about the North Vietnamese a'f;lility to continue 
the conflict and elicited the reply that while industry was level·ed on the ground, 
food supplies were adequate, military supplies generous from the Chinese 
Communists and the U.S. S. R., and that underground facilities provided for 
minimal non- military industrial requir;e1nents; 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 12356, Sec.3.4 
NLJ 'i - 7t, __
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H. In all this .context, Ayub added that: 

On his recent trip to the U.S. S. R., Kosygin had indicated 
to him that if Vietnam were settled then the U.S. S. R. could 
and would come to a harmonious agreement with the U. S. 
Government on all other outstanding issues but for its position 
in the Communist world vis a vis the Chinese Communists 
could not proceed cooperatively with the U. S. Government 
before Vietnam was resolved; 

De Gaulle.,, had just stated to AyU:b that in his opinion, the 
u. s. and u. s. s. R. could and would find total .accommoda-
tions albeit not friendship, if Vietnam could 

/ 

be gotten out of 
the way. 

Ayub added that throughout their talks, De GauUe had never spoken of 
or referred to the U. S. with rancor and while he had pressed Ayub for a joint 
condemnation of U. S. policy in Vietnam, he had yielded to Ayub' s insistence 
that their joint· communique in this area be tailored to Ayub's formula of peaceful 
self-determination. 

Ayub then turned to the subject of CENTO, making the !ollowing points: 

A. The original military purpo,ses of CENTO have disappeared both 
because the U.S. S. R. no longer constitutes a military threat and also because 
the U. S. was no longer affording full military support to CENTO. To. my question 
about the Chinese Communist threat, he responded that they were incapable of 
seriously threatening anyone. 

B. He a~ded that his own military supply picture was so desperate that he 
could not use up anything by participation in joint maneuvers or exercises. • 

C. The U.S. S. R. was pressing him about CENTO but he had stated to them 
that appar~ntly U. S. policy considered the continued existence of CENTO to be 
important and that he would not do anything to hurt his American friends. 

D. He then stated that in his opinion, the future of CENTO lay in·the 
direction of joint economic developments, citing micro-wave as an excellent 
example of such a project which also had military undertones in that it represented 

. a facility which had both great peaceful uses and also afforded fall- back military 
usefulness should the need ever arise. 

Finally in his context he suggested that serious thought be given to the establi~h­
ment of a joint study team to develop a general program for further orienting 
CENTO toward the economic field and later identifying specific projects. He 
indicated that both Iran and Turkey concurred in this view. 

SEC It ~'i' / !JJCD!S 
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Having spoken of the military aspects of CENTO and his reasons for non­
involvement in them, he reverted to the tank issue renewing his "need" for 
500 tanks to restore his accepted force levels and his preference for U. S. 
equipment. 

I told him of m: recent conversations with the Pakistani Finance Minister andcm::zy'~ ~ :: 
C 

Jw 

Emphasizing that I was referring only to the possibility of 100 tanks, even about 
which the U. S. would need Congressional consultation with no guarantee of 
the outcome, and that the request for a second 100 tanks could be discussed only 
when the question 
that excess M47's 

of the 
might 

first 100 had 
be generated 

been 
from 

disposed 
countries 

of. I indicated 
other thazC 

the possibility
IHe 

interrupted to say "100 are no good'.J. I asked him if that indicated that he had 
no interest in discussing the possibility of only 100, to which he replied that he 
certainly did have but that he badl~eeded m:e• Before I could i4entify the 
other possible countries, he name ·_ JWhen I indicated that the 
U. S. had received no formal requests from t ese countries to Pakistan and that 
the U. S. would understand it if Pakistan decided to consult discreetly with these 
possible so CJ~~_...he ;iid ~Qt.· dica.te whether he ha ould initiate such con-

Next I reverted to my previous conversation with the Pakistani Minister and 
Secretary of Defense in the context that in order to determine whether any tanks 
were justified in the context of our military--supply policy we would need to know 
how many Chinese Communist tanks Pakistan had received, what others might 
be commited from that or other sources, whether an obsolete tank would be 
scrapped for each U. S. -controlled tank acquired, and whether Pakistan would 
commit itself not to acquire tanks from other sources. 

He then said that he was confused as to just what our military supply policy is 
and I again expkined that the U. S. was striving for a military balance on the 
subcontinent and attempting to lower the level of military expenditure so that 
more resources could be devoted to economic development. He commented that 
he understood and concurred in this policy but that the trouble was that India 
was not complying with it. 

---6-ECRE-'¥.i:EJCDl:S 
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After some sparing in which he indicated that the U. S. should tell him what 
it is prepared to do· to help him obtain equipment needed to achieve agreed upon 
force levels before he told us precisely what he had, he did indicate that he 
would instruct the Defense Minister to review precise figures with me and that 
if his minimal requirements could be met in U. S. equipment he would undertake 
first to scrap one obsolete tank for each; new one acquired and second, not to seek 
or accept additional equipment elsewhere. Si nee h.e several times referred both 
to need for 50 tanks and request for 200 tanks, it is uncertain which figure he 
. regards as minimal requirements. He raised no question of equipment other ' 

' •than tanks, -but of course this by no means precludes subsequent reversion to 
aircraft and artillery. 

After thanking him for the improved balance in press treatment, I told him that 
· Governor Harriman would head our Mangla Dam delegation at which he expressed 

great pleasure. Without my requesting an audience, he said that he would look 
forward to a private meeting with the Governor and me and that he would also 
be glad to receiv~ the other delegation members. Both he and Pirzada as sured 
me voluntarily that our delegation ·need n9t be limited tQ five or any other number 
and that they would be happy for it to be any number we found convenient. Both 
he and Pirzada agreed there should be no puliicity yet about composition of the 
delegation and that at our appropriate time, there should be a joint Pindi-
Washington release. ,.. / 

I reported my wheat conversation with Finance Minister Uquaili and thanked Ayub 
again for the renewed assurances that any commercially purchased wheat would ~ 
be purchased from us. I again reviewed with him the significance of a purchase ---- . 
and referred to the possibility of credit, pointing out that such arrangements 
would not require any actual cash payments until one year after final delivery 
when the first one-third would be due. I-le said "It seems such a small thing 
in your context hit so important to us. Is it really all that important? 11 He made 
no response to my observation that though the amounts were small the importance 
lay in the area of Congressional relations. I have the impression that if pressed, 
there is at least a fifty-fifty chance that he would agree to purchase half of the 
remaining 234,000 tons over Uquaili's objection. I shall await your instructions. 

To my suggestion that I have an early appointment with him to introduce and have 
a working vis it with Bill Kontos, he responded affirmatively and willingly. 

_. SlsGRl!'.'!' /l£JEl318 
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Thursday, 
6:50 p. r.n. 

November 2, 1967 

Mr. President: 

W. W. ltoatow 
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Thursday, November 2, 1967 -- 6:45 p.m. 

Mr. President: d~~ 
Clark Clifford ls out of town until Monday. He told me he had 

urgent business- starting at mid-day. 

Although I indicated the urgency you attach.ed to a. response from 
hlm, I rather doubt that, given ,Ide reaponslbllltie~ for the Advisory 
Group, he had time to locu9 his mind on the paper. Therefore, we 
may have to wait until early next week. 

As instructed, I posed, without lJldicatlng the source, the key 
positions in the paper to General Taylor. He said he. would need until 
Monday to develop a response. 

w. W. Rostow 

WWRostow:rln 
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Thursday, Novemb·er a, 1967 
6:40 p.m. 

It turns out o~ lnvestlgatlon, as 
you can see from the attached, tllat 
the Dlal Press book ls a Hoax. 

W. W. Rostow 

WWRos-tow:rln 
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MEMORANDUM, 

? 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

NoveD;1ber 2, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW 

SUBJECT: Your Request for Infor:rpation Regarding 
Dial Press book, "Rep~rt from Iron Mountain" 

You will recall that Price Daniel called Marvin Watson• s 
attention to the forthcoming publication by Dial Press of a work 
purporting to be the suppressed report of a gov·ernment-sponsored 
study group, akin to the Gaither Committee, concluding that for 
economic and sociai reasons, the U.S. cannot afford "peace." The 
attached advertisement, from the New York Times of November 1, 
shows how Dial is promoting the hook - - implying by innuendo, but 
not direct statement, that the report is official. _.,,. 

/ 

The "report" is, in fact, a rather cleverly done parody, 
with _all the apparatus, such as elaborate citation of bona fide 
governmental and academic studies, which might lend it credibility. 
There are relatively few tip-offs that the document is bogus. The 
most apparent indicator is the quite mediocre quality of the argument 
itself. 

If we get questions, the book should be quickly dismissed as 
a transparent hoax. 

/"'~ 

L-'-7)---
I Edward R. Fried 

• I 
I 

1 

1 
. l 

:l 
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~~~~~~-
~~~~ ' 7,-~. MEMORANDUM FOR HONORABL:lt W. lv1ARVIN WATSON 

SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 

• One of my staff passed on some\information which he had received 
that Dial Press is planning to publish a book dealing with the transition 
from war to peace that might be an attack on Administration policy. 
The book apparently includes a thesis that the Administration purposely 
fosters the maintenance of the economy through war. It was reported 
that the book includes material from a Government disarmament study 
con.ducted in 1963 dealing with the effects of peaceful settlement on the 
economy. It was also reported that excer·pt~- from the book will be • 
published in Ramparts and in Esquire prior to publication. 

You may already have information on this book. Our information is 
second hand but I thought it might be helpful in anticipation ·of pub­
lication. We do not have any information. about the date but co~d 
probably get further informati __pn if you thought,,,it desirable. 

1~ 
Director 

-•-•-- • - • __. • -. • • I -- • 
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from REPORT FROM IRON MOUNTAIN ON THE 
POSSIBILITY AND DESIRABILITY OF PEACE: 

."It is uncertain, ~t ihls . 
time, whether peace • 
-will ever be possible. 
It is far more question~ 

··able ... that it would .. 
•e, es rr· 1 " .1te. 

" 'John Doe', as I will call himfor reasons thatwillbe made 
clear, js a professor at a large university in the Middle West 
... Early in August 0£ 1963, he [responded to a call from \. 
Washington] to serve on a commission 'of the highest im­
portance: Its objective was to determine, accurately and 
realistically, the nature 0£ the problems that would confront 
the United States if and when a condition of 'permanent 
~eace• should arrive, and to draft a program for dealing with 
this contingency • • • . • ' 

"It met [initially at Iron Mountain, New York] and worked 
regularly for over two and a hal£years, after which it _pro­
duced a Report It was this document, and what to do about 
it, that Doe wanted to talk to me about ••• 

"The report, he said, had been suppressed- both by the 
Special Study Group i'se1£and by the government inter­
agency committee to which it had been submitted. After 
montlis of agonizing, Doe had decided that he would no 
longer be party to its being kept secret ... 

" ... the unwillingness of Doe's associates to publicize
their findings [is] readily understandable ... they concluded 
•[that] lasting peace, while not theoretically jm.possible, is 
•probably unattainable; even if it could be achieved it would 
almost cemtinly not be in the best interests of a stable so­
ciety to achieve it ••• "' -from the Foreword by Leonard C. 
Lewin.' 

REPORT FROM IRON MOUNTAIN 
ON. THE POSSIBILITY 'AND 

OF PEACE 
With introductory material by 
LEONARD C. LEWIN •. 

$S.00, now atyour bookstore 
• THE DIAL PRESS_ 

•. I 

, .. 

,\, 
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LITERALLY EYES ONLY f:40 p. m. 

?-~. PRESIDENT: 

Herewith my comments on Secretary McNama.ra•s draft paper of November I, 
1967. 

1. I would summarize Secretary McNamara•& argument as follows: 
In the next 15 months we shall make progress in South Vietnam but not enough 
progress either to: lead to peace or convince our people that major progress 
has been made and there is light at the end of the tunnel. 

Under these circumstances, he believes two conflicting tendencies will 
grow in U. S. public opinion: on the one hand, to escalate the war in the North 
and expand it on the ground in the South; on the other ~nd, to pull out. 

To avoid this believed polarization of U.S. public opinion around the 
extremes, he believes we should ta'ke a series of measures that would stabilize 
the war and push the North Vietnamese into a negotiation, even on. a ''fight and 
talk" basis. At the maximum, he believes this process could lead to a successful 
negotiation; 
the air and 

at the minimum. it would avoid the pressures 
on the ground; which he greatly fears. 

to expand the war· in 

this 
2. My observations 
argument follow. 

011 the political, military and diplomatic aspects of 

a. Political. If hie proposed strategy di.d not lead to a successful 
negotiation, you would be pushed off the middle ground you now hold at home. 
To teat Bob's strategy would require a long bombing cessation, plus a Panmunjom 
phase, until we found out whether they were serious about negotiations. Ii we 
then had to resume full-scale bombing, the Republicans could accuse us of 
vacillation and adopt a hard line which might then appeal to our people. If we 
got caught in a Panmunjom phase, the case for their advocating a stronger 
policy would be even more clear. In a recent Gallup poll, some 67% oi the 
American _people want us to continue bombing the North (aa I remember it). 
Acknowledging my litnitationa aa a judge of domestic politics, I a1n extremely 
skeptical of any change in strategy that would take you away from your present 
middle position; that is, using rationally all the power avai~able, but avoiding 
actions likely to engage the Soviet Union and Communist China. If we shift 
unilaterally towards de-escalation. the Republicans will move in aud crystallize 
a majority around a stronger policy. 

If I felt .Bob's strategy would measurably inc.rease the chances of a 
true settlement, I believe the risk might be worth taking. But both a unilateral 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
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bombing cessation and an announced policy ol "stabilization° would, in my 
view. be judged in Hanoi a mark of we.akness rather than evidence o£ increased 
U. S. capacity to sweat out the wa.r. 

b. Military. Although I certainly will not predict for you an early 
end 1o the war, I believe that, with a little luck and reasonable perfo·rmance 
by the South Vietnamese under the new government, tbe evidence of solid 
progress will become increasingly clear to one and all. It is no accident 
that Republican politicians are beginning to smell this. If progress in fact 
-continues, we will get more and more of the kind of testimony tl1at Alsop .• 
Walter 3udd, General Bradley, etc., are now generating. MQreoveJ:, as an 
old intelligence officer, r know that one should take very seriously events 
that one did not predict. I have ·been looking for a long time, as you know. 
tor a negotiation within South Viet11am. But I did not expect so soon after the 
failure in Paris as substantive a message as we got by the Buttercup channel. 
That channel may develap only slowly. It may not yield anything. But the 
simple fact ia this: it emerged while we were bombing the North full scale. 
Before changing our strategy in the direction suggested by Bob McNamara, 
I would certainly play this string out to the full~ Incidentally. if it works well. 
I am sure we will come back to the bombing question -• if and when the National 
Liberation Front auggeats that we talk to Hanoi about the iru,ues directly a.t 
stake between. the U.S.. and the DRV. (That is foreshadowed in their descrip­
tion of the three negotiations required for peace. ) Until proved otherwise~ 
theit, Gould stay with Buttercup and see where it leads us. while holding 
steady on ou.r present program. 

c. DiplomacI• As indicated above, I would play out the Buttercup 
string be£ore probin.g or initiating in any other direction. I detect Jll the full 
flow of intelligence a shift of the following kind: 

- - an increase ·in Soviet influence in Hanoi, pa.rti.ally caused by our 
bombing and a consequent requirement for very large increases in Soviet aid; 

-- a ehift in Hanoi to the view that they cannot directly take over the 
South now and, therefore, they have to a.ccept tJ:ie l7th parallel for a considerable 
time period; 

-- within this framework, a probing for what the 1;tatus of the Com­
munists would be within South Vietnam in a time of peace. 

~ WOP S!!CAP::t - LITERALLY EYES ONLY 
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If this is right, we a.re already in a-ldnd of P~munjom stage·; that ls., their 
military operations are designed not to produce victory but to improve their 
position itt a negotiation which is, in a sense, already w:,.der V/'ay. It is quite . 
clear from Buttercup that they are trying to ba~galn the highest possible status 

• tor tbe National Liberation. Front in the South against our clear desire to get 
the war· of£ our necks. I£ and when we co·me into contact and begin to exchange 
views, it may well turn out that their.miulmum price !or National Uberation 
Front status is higher than we and the governlnent of South Vietnam are 
prepared• pay. In. that case, we shall have to p~ove that their bargaining 
power diminishes with the passage of time -- not increases. That, in turn. 
means high costs in the North; maximum pressure in the South on their 
manpower base~ I believe Bob•e sbategy would ease their problem and 
permit them rationally to protract the negotiation -- unless Bob is corre.ct on 
domestic politics and I am wrong. That i•·• if the country settled down for the 
long pull comfortably with Bob•s pro.gram, he could be .right. I! hi.a policy 
opened up a debate betwee.n. uxdted llepu.blicans claiming we had gone soft 
and a. Democratic Admiidatration_ with. the JCS in disagreement if not open • 
revolt, then my view is c-orrect. 

3. Some SP2clfica. Having taken. this negative s.tance in general. 
I would agree at the. moment with his point& 1 - 5, and 9 (page 6); but I would 
not announce them as a new policy •·- .in pai-t-. be-cause I don't think we need 
a new announced policy; in part, because changing circumstances might 
make it wise to reopen some of the iasuea in those paragraphs ... 

https://corre.ct
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Thursday, November a. 1967 -- 4:15 p. m. 

Mr. President: ~/fa 
At the end of a long technical report by Oen. Greene of the situation in 

I Corps. he concludes as indicated 1n the following: 

0 The general state of affalra. While both U. S. and Vietnamese officials 
have always been resolute wlth respect to the outcome of the war, they have 
analyzed the problem somewhat dl!ferently, 1n terms of where we are and how 
to get where we want to go.- ThltJ tbn.e, I noted a sin~ar uniformity among 
U.S. and Vietnamese offlclals, both in concept and in the estimate of' where 
we stand. 

"Basically, thls is a consensus of how they feel. --

"- All of the in-country ingredients of victory are now present. The 
Republic of Vietnam has a constltutlon. It has a popularly elected president, 
congress, and rural officialdom. The representation ls broad, reflecting a 
high order of honesty 1n the election. Now, when problems arise in the 
provinces, the plaintiff's can be told to take the matter to their congressman. 
just as in the U. S. A. The democratic mechanism. ls establlshed. and they 
need only to put lt to work. 

u_ The Vietnamese military continues to- improve. It may have little 
similarity with the great military formations of history, but its leadership 
grows steadUy better, as does its ba.aic competence. 

0 
- 'The Revolutionary Development program, suffering from half matured 

ideas and stumbling over the graves of defunct former programs, ls neverthe­
less causing the enemy anguish. Its momentum la not great and lts 'faults are 
many, but the fact ls. the program. ls showing results. The recent congressional 
ele.ctlons certainly. attest to this. The Viet Cong did not even claim that they 
could stop the elections this time, as they claimed 1n September . 

.,_ Refugees, serving as they do as an index of the number of people who 
want to .escape the Communist yoke, tell a mixed story. Whether the number 
of refugees in I Corps ls 500, 000 (the accepted cumulative figure) or about 
.half that (the _number actually in ref~ge- camps), the figure ls bnpress-ive. 
The refugees are not generously cared for, but all they seek ls insulation from 
the war or sanctuary from the Communists, and they are willing to sacrifice 
to get it. Walter Bippmann recently .said, in an attack on our policy, that we 
have been unable to ''bend the wlll 0 of the Communists in Vietnam. He would 
do well to reme·mber that millions of South Vietnamese have been fighting the 
Communists for 20 yeai-~~• and that their will also remains unbent. The army 
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of refugees la further living evidence o! this fact. Because of the growing 
number of refugees the Viet Cong recruitment base ls dlmlnlshlng in size, 
and tbls· is probably the reason that we now see the Viet Cong main. force units 
heavily larded with North Vietnamese replacements, while the Viet Cong 
guerilla strength goes slowly downward. : 

"- The above story ls a bare synthesis of what I heard from both U. S~ 
and South Vietnam sources. But equally uniform was their grim statement 
that the focus of the war le now not in South Vietnam, not 1n North Vietnam, 
but in Washington. And there ls an ·almost plalntive hope expressed by many 
that Ho Chl Minh will not over-magnify the volume of the eignal from the anti­
war protesters ln t.he United States. Oeneral Lam, th~ I Corps Commander, 
told me that, in his judgment, Ho Chi Mlnh lights on mainly because he 
believes the war ·protest movement 1n the Unlted States may be decisive. th.is 
despite the tact that he· knows hls chances of mlllta:t'y vl.ctory· have dlsa.ppeared. 

"I asked the views of many rank and file Marines concerning the marchers 
who paraded from the.Lincoln Memorial to the Pentagon. The reactions were 
divided Lato two parts. One group -- the younger Marines -- were wrathful; 
describing the protests ae dleloyal and the violence as treasonous; professing 
that the marchers ought to be punished because they were costing U.S. lives 
in Vietnam. The 0th.er gr·oup expressed plty for the protesters, feeling that 
they are Ignorant, do not know what ls going on and, if aware of_ the truth, 
might change thelr minds. Frequently thla group made the point that many 
.of the young marchers are immature and ignorant; and perhaps should be 
forgiven; but that when grown-up people, some. of whom are even in public 
o!ftce, are so wide of the mark ln terms of their knowledge of the sltuatibn, 
lt is truly a. source of concern. 

0 The point which struck me most forcibly In all of my conversations with 
the young Marines was their unanimous dedication t¥at they are d~lng and· 
their unanlmous conviction that anybody, young or old, who could see what 
they are doing would soon find himself aligned with them 1n their cause. I 
cannot help but believe, as these· young men go home at the rate of 30J 000 a 
month,, that they must 1n the end outweigh. the Impact of the marchers. n 

W. W. B.ostow 

WWRostow:rln 



I y \ 

Thursday - :30 am 
November 2. 1967 

}--1r. President: 

The Mexican Emba.sey has delivered 
this thank you note from President 
Gustavo Diaz Ordaz. 

W. W. Rostow 

Attachment 



Message to the President from President Gustavo Diaz Ordaz, 
dated October 30, 1967 

(delivered by Mexican Embasey, Washington) 

Mr. President and Esteemed Friend: 

My wife, my children, and I wish to express once again 

to you and Mrs. Johnson our thanks £or the very warm and 

friendly courtesies that you extended to us during our visit 

to your country. 

I wish also to tell you how gratified I was to have the 

opportunity of talking with you and to state my conviction 

that, thanks to the agreements we reached, which are ex­

pressed in the Joint Communique and in the Action Program. 

the happy relations of friendship and mutual cooperation that 

exist between Mexico a.nd the United States will become even 

closer. 

Most cordially yours, 

Gus ta vo Diaz Ordaz. 



Thursday, November 2. 1967 -• 10:ZS a. m. 

Mr. Preeldent: 

Herewith a draft letter to an understanding. 
Indonesian tstudent mParis. You may also wish to 
inscribe the attached copy of the publlc-atioa ,oa your 
trip to A-ala. 

A poas-lble lnsc-rlption might read: 

To Daoed loesoet. 

who under.stands. 

Lpdon B. Johnson 

W. w. Rostow 

WWRostow:rln 
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•_ ~. • . ;?Dea.r Mr. J'oe1oefi 

lam very arateful tor your letter of Septem.bet 11 _·. • 
and fo~ your prayer• for me. ~y family, our 
fighting men in Vlet•Nam, and Jtly country. You 
will understand that ln thla Job I am call•d upon to 
face many hard declalon•. Letter• n.ch •• yGUl'I 
may not-make the Job ea•l••• but they certainly 
make lt- •••m worthwhile. 

l am enclo1ln1 a .booklet of aome remark• l mo.de . 
durlng my vlelt to A-1la In 1966.· It make• clear, 

-·i-I think, what the eacrlftce1 ·and atru11l• are· all 
1.-
i' 

about • 

. Encl • 
. IIThe Proml1e of.the . • •• 

New Aala" 
• , ... 

Mr. Daoed -1oe•oef 
21. rue de Boulalnvilll•~• 
Parl1 16 
France 

. ·...• - .• 

LBJM_Wright:hg 
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TeP 91i6PET 

Tluar-•J• N..,emMr 2. 1967 
10:20 a.m. 

Mr. Preelcleat: 

Thia llltelllpace ••tlmate (nmmarlsed 
brleJly by D~·Hebne·) report• eome "aarrowbas,. 
of tM&rlead la •tn.te1lc 1111elear capaltllltle• 
Yl•-•-•l• the USS&. 

Tala I• .__. to 1r,e ral•ed la the campelp 
aest,-ar. 

l ngeat Sec. McNamara prepare to~ yo. 
oar 11•• of reply. 

w. W. llNtow 

Memo for the Preaident from Richard Helms, 1 November 1967, "NIE 11-8-67: 
Soviet Ca billtidGliMIB 11~Attack.'' 

3.-f{b)(I) 
NIE 11-8-67 
Z6 October 1967 SANITIZED 
Cy 1 E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

NLJ/Y,c DO-o>7/ ·:~ 
By~ NARA,Date .l!l.::LP·I>~ 

WWRoetow:rln 



l 
THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRALINTELLIGENCE 

WASHINGTON25, D.C. 

l November 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR: The President 

SUBJECT: NIE 11-8-67: 
Attack 

Soviet Capabilities for Strategic 

1. The 
assessment 
in perspective 

of 
attached National 

present and 
the balance 

Intell
projected 
of forces 

igence 
Soviet 

between 

Estimate is 
strategic attack 

the United· 

our 

States 

annual 
forces. 

and the 
It puts 

Soviet 
Union. It is an extremely sensitive, all-source document with very limited 
distributiono I commend it to your attention, particularly the Conclusions 
(pages 1 -4). 

2. I would summarize its essential mes sage as follows: 

a. The Soviets are narrowing·the lead that the United States 

has long held in strategic offensive forces. In ICBM's, they will 

by the end of next year reach approximate numerical parity with 

the United States. We do not yet know whether they will settle 

for such pari~y in numbers, but in any case, we expect qualitative 

improvements in their ICBM forces over the next few years. They 

are also emphasizing ballistic missile submarines, and by the 

mid-70's, will probably have a submarine force about the size of 

our present Polaris force. In addition, they are likely to have 

ready within the next few years a limited number of fractional 

orbit weapons; these differ from ICBM's in that they can be fired 

SANITIZED 
E.O 292, Sec 3.5 

Jt/1.J L>f'-1.3 
------"""---------

I~- /IJ.,l)I, \ \ 
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on a south pole trajectory, complicating the United States' 

warning problem by attacking from the south. 

b. Since the United States -Soviet strategic relationship is 

a dynamic, inter-acting matter, the Soviets look not only to 

present United States forces but also to planned improvements 

for United States forces during the next decade. Within the limits 

of realistic economic and technological constraints, the Soviets 

will, of course, seek any advantage they can acquire. We con-

tinue to believe, however, that the essential Soviet goal is to 

achieve and maintain, for both military and political reasons, a 

credible deterrent against the United States, rather than to gain 

the kind of overwhelming advantage which would permit them to 

launch nuclear war without receiving unacceptable damage in 

return. They recognize that the latter goal is beyond their means. 

3. The Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence, USAF, disagrees with 
certain findings of this Estimate -- particularly with respect to the pro­
jected size of the ICBM force and the role of Long-Range Aviation. His 
dissents appear in footnotes to ·appropriate paragraphs of the Conclusions 
and Discussion. 

4. This Estimate will be followed within the next few weeks by other 
National Intelligence Estimates on Soviet strategic defense forces and general 
purpose forces. 

Richard Helms 

[ 
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Attachment: 

NIE 11-8-67 
Copy No . ..1_ of 

Copies Sent to: 

The Vice President 
The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Honorable Walt W. Ro stow 
The Deputy Secretary of Defense 
The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Copy No. -:J_ 

._ •• ·-· J..l .:_,/.a. ·_,,,. - . I 



Thursday, November 2, 1967 
10:15 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

These materials from captured 
documents may lntereat you. 

W. W. B.ostow 

WWRostow:rln 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November l, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW: 

The following extracts from captured document·s,· although probably 
not individually indicative of any wide-spread probleIJlS in the enemy camp,. 
do give a vivid illustration of the hardships faced by the troops in South 
Vietnam. 

Captured in Phuoc Long Province 

In a personal letter dated September 27, 1967 a· North Vietnamese 
soldier wrote his mother that the entire unit was suffering from malaria. 

Another personal letter dated September 15, 1967 from a soldier to 
his brothers and sisters in North Vietnam reveals that he and his friends are 
in poor health due to the shortage of food in the mountainous area. 

,,:-t:· 

Captured in Quang Tri Province 

A medical plan dated September 10, 1967 and found by the Chief of a· 
local area medical unit reveals that the number of malaria cases in the area 
increased during the latter part of the third quarter 1967 and that the troops 
over-all health status is substandard. 

Captured in Quang Tin Province 

A diary kept by a North Vietnamese soldier during his infiltration 
through Laos and subsequent entry into battle contains a final entry as follows: 

"Generally speaking I've not been given any pleasures, nothing but· 
hardships to ~o with my life. Shortage of sleep, continuous movements, 
carrying of heavy loads, hunger, internal dissension. The poor living 
conditions in both North and South Vietnam cannot be thoroughly 
depict~d. " • 

r 
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- 2 -

A series of five reports dated between February 24 and June 14, 1967 
reveals that the fear of hardships, low fighting spirit, pessimism, and 
dissesion among unit cadre resulted in the unit (a specialized company of the 
21st regiment., second North Vietnamese division) failing to carry out its mission 
during the first quarter of 1967. The document further reveals that after a vital 
defeat, a number of cadre and combatants of the unit were pessimistic and Lost 
confidence in future victories. Further,.the loss had a bad effect on morale and 
created fear and panic. 

~<=/
Lfa/6

Arthur Mc . Cafferty 

.. . - ·- -- - - _, - .... ---.,-----,.-----~ 



Thursday, No-..ember 2, 1967 
10:07 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Dick Helm•' amnmatjze• the 
att.ched CIA report on the Soviet m.lllta.ry and 
economic budget. 

I agg1e•t we have a brlefil:lg en thl• at the 
next NSC meeting. 

W. W. Roatow 

Brief next CIA meetJ.nc__ _ 

No---
See m.e---

TCP 5£0RE!f-

Helms memo to the President, copy 1, 1..3(a)(4l 
"Military and Economic Implications of the New Soviet Plan" C 
plus CIA Intelligence Memorandum "Econom.ic: and Military Implications 
of the New Soviet Plan" Cy 5, RR 1M 67-67, 30 Oct 1967, 1.3(a)(4} 

,..... 
\..: 

WWRostow:rln 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, O. C. 20505 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

1 November 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR: The President 

SUBJECT Military and Economic Implications 
of the New Soviet Plan 

1. I have attached our analysis of the recent Soviet plan and 

budget announcements calling for a rise of 2. 2 billion rubles in defense 

expenditures in 1968. We feel that the Soviet leaders have made an 

important change in economic priorities in favor of the military 

establishment. Moreover, we feel that they want us to know it. 

We do not look for a crash expansion of any single military program, 

such as the ABM system, but we anticipate the augmentation of a 

number of programs. 

2. We believe that Soviet military and space outlays will 

grow by a substantial amount in real term~. Other factors, such 

as accounting changes, higher prices for military goods, and perhaps 

military pay increases, also account for some part of the announced 

increase. 

1.3(a)(4} 
C 

SANITIZED 
Authofrv Nt:f Olq~0~5'-1-Jd-

By~J:--' l 1 ..1 , ... e I 1 Ol.. 



3. This diversion of additional funds to military purposes 

will force a slowdown in Soviet industrial and agricultural investment. 

The USSR will thereby be jeopardizing the long-term technological 

quality of its industrial plant. It will also make future agricultural 

gains more uncertain. 

Richard Helms 
Director 

1.3(a)(4)
Attachment: 

C 

-2-



Thursday. Nov. 2, 1967 
10:00 a. m. 

:M.R.PRESIDENT: 

Herewith an interesting and persuasive comment : 
by Ambassador Ooldberg on the Economist 
article y-ou asked him to check~ • • 

\V. W.R. 

ee)UnDENTIAL attachment (log 4176) 
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THE REPRESENTATIVE 
GONFIDt:N'fI.".l. OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO THE _

November 1, 1967 UNITED N_ATIONS 

MEMORANDUMFOR THE PRESIDENT. 

SUBJECT: Article in the Econo~ist regarding 
the UN and V~etnam 

Pursuant to your request relayed to .me by Walt·Rostow, 
I am sending you my views regarding the assessment in the 
Foreign Report published by the Economist (issue of 
October 26) regarding the UN and Vietnam. I agree with 
the statement made that no one in the Assembly~- or at 
least a very few -- wish to have a debate about Vietnam · 
in the Assembly. Regarding the remainder of the assess-
ment, my views are as follows: .:it 

-
Should the occasion arise and should the Assembly 

be faced only with a resolution calling for the sus­
pension of the bombing of North Vietnam -- and calling 
for nothing else -- there is no doubt a two-thirds 
majority could be obtained for such a resolution. The 
vote, in my opinion, would be in the neighborhood of 
61 to 25 with 36 abstentions and would be made up along 
the lines of the attach:ed voting list Number 1. 

It is, however, improbable that Assembly consideration 
of the Vietnam problem would develop in that way. If 
there is an-alternative resolution before the Assembly 
calling for an immediate and prior cessatipn of the 
bombing as a first step to be followed either by meaningful 
negotiations toward a settlement and/or abatement of 

DECLASSIFIED 
CO?)l:ilDENTIAL- _E.O.12356,Sec.3.4 

NlJ ii- '176 

NARA,Date/-II>- fS-~~-, 

-- J 
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hostilities on both sides, both to be within a reasonable 
but unspecified period, the tactical situation would change. 
With an alternative resolution along these lines on the 
table to b~ voted on, it seems unlikely a simple cessation 
of bombing resolution could attain a two-thirds majority; 
rather the vote in that circumstance vbelieve would be 
in the neighborhood of 41 to 37 with 44 abstentions, made 

!up along the lines of the attflched voting list NUll)ber_ 2. 
I . 

When the alternative resolution would then be put 
to a vote it too would fail to secure a two-thirds majority•. 
vote. The vote on the alternative resolution I think 
would be in the neighborhood of 50 to 39 with 331 abstentions, 
made up along th~ lines of the· attached voting list Number_3 . 

.... 

In summary, if both ~esolutions were before the 
Assembly, my assessment is that neither would command ·the 
requisite two-thirds vote.~ ~ .,-

Arthur J. • ldber~ ~ 
r. 

Attachments: 

Three Voting Lists 

- COMFIDENTI.M.. -
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--..GENtRAC :ASSEMBLY VOTING•LlST---- . .,~. 

PLENARYMEETING DATE 

COMMITTEE 
. -· .. .:._ \QUESTIONAT ISSUE Resolution (with no_ alterna.tive res. available) • .)-- -------·· ·-·-/-... ·----

,!
I 

i' 

. 
!I 
i ! 

I 
{. 

' I' 

Cen. African Rep. ~~~~- Iceland :':><::' 
,,_,-t..,,,,,_,¥ ra· ;~Cey 1on .......~.~..... . .. n J .. a !.,...-.-......... 

fongo (B) ~- Israel I)(' 
Congo (Demo. Rep of) __ __.,+J:;.... .~_-~-- ~· }---_I_t_a_l_y-.:-----ii---t---t-~---·_____ _""':~--·-

Cos ta Ri.ca ~ Ivory Coast >,<'-
Cuba ~- Jamaica 

Sub-Total. Sub-Total 

: ...• 

. . 
I I,,•• 

---
I 
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. ,.. 
COUNTRY Yes" No I Al)stain ICOUNTRY I Yes iNo jAb.sta~in 

lS_~ny_a_·-----~--.---t----1,:=====--li-._-:--p_· _o_r_. _1-_-_-_-_-_-_-_----=--~~t_t"::!'-1_g...._,:__a_-Km\1ait __~ornania 
Laos ••-~"a~1da • 
Lebanon Saudi ArabiaLesotho-----~--~-~---~---}se·negal·-------: 
Liberia Sier~a Leone
---------1
Libya Singapore

=--~~--------1---.:
Luxcmbo~irg Soma1 ia
Maslar.ct SC ar _t1=-.1-A-=f~r~i-c_afS~O_l_t ____ 

Ma lawi s·paln 

-.filC;;.._..;;~---i---

Sud~a-n-----------~--~-~---

'· • • • 

. • • 
·IVr~ 

,./ 

~al~ysia -

Maldive Islands Sweden 
! ' Nali Syria 
l .ifa_l_t_a______ -,:=. r1:;hailand[X. I 

Mauritania ~ogoC
t~~x_·o -wc:~~--1-----I Tr1;....n-..,i,_.c1c:-a-d,,.._..&_1_'o_b,.....a_g_o_~,.._-2"!ic ______ ' ...... 

. £!'2.Q.g o 1 ia lTunis fa 
Morocco fTurkey--~----------i
_Nep.:~!- IUganda 
Netherlands IUkrainian SSR 
New Zea land IU.S. S. R. 
Ni~ar~gua ,, 1·u .A. R. 
Ni er • United Kingdom 
N~g~2Ja United Rep. Tanzani~i~.~I 

--~·Y"il:IJ ....✓ .-- ---

Norway_ United States 
Pakistan Upper Volta 

. Panama ,..:;;;r~l!;.<.,g.i..;;u;;..;a.;;..,jy..__ 

• 

~_ 

..... Par~ 0 uay ene~uela-------------4---Peru emen 

_I_~~r 
J__ ___ _ 

Sub-Total TOTAL 
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GENERALASSEHBLY VOTING LIST ., 
• & -

PLENARY MEETING ---------------~--- DATE ______ ..;._______ _ 
'"/7 ' • /· . . 

~ Vol. _!,!::-~- Vo~ ___on Sim_Elf:___g_ess~~ion of _·Bombing_((with- alterriat~:v~.- : 
f •. • -.-~,. ) resolution·: ... • , • ' j · 

QUESTION AT ISSUE t9_~-·be·.~o ted on last) .. : _/ · 
---·--,...-..-

' (. I 

---------
I.Yes· 

·-
COUN'fitY No IAbstainl COUNTRY IYes No Abstai 

,~· _=, · I_J)allQ.TI"ley LX. 
. 

Afgl_rnnistan -Albania -~--.. ...r I IDenmark L~ ~--.·..,<.,._------- x- ~b_lgcria ~ pomi niccl.n Reo. x---A!:_g_entina 1:5<. l ~cuag_g_r 
Australia I IX El Salvador-·· lX -·---·--- I rx- 1x··Austria ¥,thiopia- .... 

~-

k ~ ~-
..Barbados • Fi.nlci.nd ....-

~-~1}.§_lgium ~:ranc~ 
Bolivia ~ Gabon -~-___.. 

n 

I ~ ~~ 
I..., _,Botswana Gambia •+ • • • ...,__ 4 ____ 

L '><" ~Brazj_l Ghana---- XBulo-clria ~~ GJ.:~ece-~---
~Burma ~~ G.!JateTTI..~la 

'• 

,,..."'' 

Bu~un~i ,· ~~ .. Guinea 
~------

~yelorussian $,SR -~ Guyana E............. _.._, 
!Cambodia ~ Haiti 

. 

Cameroon 'x Honduras 
I~ r:><. 

.
Canada Huqgarv 

~Cen. African Ree. kt >< Iceland 
Ceylon -~ .. India ~t;><_ 
Chad C>< Indonesia ·~-L- --, .... 
Chile ,~- lran t>(' 
China ~- - tra~j i>('' .. 

_., 

Colombia ~~- -~- Ireland 
. .><. 

Congo (B) r:><: Israel .><...~ 
Congo (Demo.Re_p off ~ Italy ~ .1 

Costa Rica ~ 
I' ivory Coast lX.r. ~ . 

Cuba ~~ ,. Jamaica r>< 
Cyprus __,.;i·.;.rt:.:·:..:~ ... ~ Japan ~ ,,,, 
Czechoslovakia -~ ~- Jordan 

. 
~. ---- --- ---·--- -· - . . I 

·I 
! 
i 

• Sub-Total . --------· - Sub-Total -- --- . .---- . 

I 
! 
i 
1, .. 

: ...•.: 

.\ 

\ 

- ----- -~ ----··· 
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COUNTRY ______ jY_esI_~o I Abstain ICOUNTRY ~ i No !Abstain 
Kenya - __ I . Portt~gal --. '. f<J:g::I l ~-
Kuwait !.; • :. -~-. Romania 
Laos ·. I I .. · Rwanda l · --~- •. 
Lg}_.§!__n:0~1_1-_-_-_-_--_-_-_-_-[. . .,.. SaudiArabia. ~==i~--
L~sotho ', ~I -Senegal . • ; 'X-. __ 
_L_ib_ei:_A_ia_-. . --►-s-::·r.---------,_Si.erra Leone__ ____ ~-
Lib_y_n_._;._ I I:>< Singapore [ ,_ ·~_______ I 
Luxcrnbotlrg I tX I ~.?_E~alia ·~ I 
Mas1_~gascar I IX"' I I Sou th Afrj_ca 
Malawi ,--~ -S-pa'in 
Malc_!_ysia I t~ Sudan 
Mal<live Islands ~ , Sweden 
Malf ~- I . _____Syria ·... 
Malta --t>( H-Thailand 
Mauritania - '><"" 'j Togo 

---rx-:..----
IX'. 

_¼{-'-•-->1---
~] . 
I~ -----1----

I').::: 
• ... ~~ 

Mex5=_~_S) -_-~_--=J= Trinidad & Tobago ----~~____ f>< 
Mon~lia 1Xl __ :______ fTuriisia ,.,r: ><:: 
Morocco r, ~- fl;urkey 1x----
Nq~al Jgl • , Uganda X '" 
~~l~h~:!~~~~ ~l~ ~~(~~tti:~ SSR :~ 
N~~ara~a / 1><...;:a·"" ,u_._A_. _..__ _____ _R_. • >'' 
N_i_·_ger • l'x' •United Kingdom l'-.....--1 -Niy~r_ia J><. ,... United Rep. Tanzania :>< ~ 

Norway I X t~nited States ·rv---i----

Pakistan ><. Q_Qper Volta •~' --
Panama ' ~ furuguay ~ X 
Paraguay ~,. :Vene~uela X 

___ .,. _______ --'--.,~-"-~'lJ ~r~~r--~:-~_;;,_,,;;_~-------1~-.-1(..C..:~--- I 

Peru IX Yeme-n I.X., 
Philippines .~~ rYugoslavi~ ~, 
Poland ~l>c:. Zambia. ~---~--1---
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GENERALASSEHBLY VOTING LIST ---- •. 

., 
& •. 

PLENARYMEETING DATE 
• I 

COM}U'J."i'EB on the --~.!E.E:E~~-~i~~,_E~~_o_luti~n- --4 ..... ·~',fyj:_vdte ;>1,·_~ 
./' 

.·--f-~,QUESTION AT ISSUE (if vote~. on lasff. 
---------J.-----------

COUNTRY I='No IAbstailll COUNTRY IYes INo ·(!~bstai-n 
.~t~ghanis tan 81 I Dahomey LtK __ 
Albania L___ ~ RDenmark . b-<I I - . 
A1 • I [5><: Dominican.. ...:.-:-_ger ia Reo. IXJ : · 
Ar_gentina ~- I ·Ecuador ~'"><~ I 
Australia .x-·.1 El Salvador '/ 
--- ~ . . 
Austria I '\ ~">(' Ethj_ot.)ia 

-. ---~ 
--· 

-~- X" h,<:: -Barbados .. Finland-·--Bel c~ium 

~ 
(:, France ~.____ 

r·-·,!9--r--Bolivia G_abon •Jg if:.'•·- •BotS\•1ana Gambia 
Brazil I Ghana f8i~ -----·- - I 
Bulcr,=iria·-~ I >< G_r._eece

~ 

Burrnc1 ~ Guat_ernnla 
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~ 
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Cambodia I X - .·::><Haiti .
Cameroon 5<:: Honduras ~ .,,,,. 

' 

Canada ""'><... Hungary X 
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:·"'
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,.ji' 

Colombia [><"' Ireland [>'~: 
,, . 

Congo {B) :>< ..... Israel ..~.,,, 

Congo (Demo. Rep of) lX Italy .K 
.. 

Costa Rica I'>< ivory Coast ~: 1 

Cuba !~ Jamaica ~ 
_9y_erus >< Japan 
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I 
.J 

Czechoslovakia :~~ Jordan 
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I I!• I 
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COUN_T_R_Y \.Yes Abstain COUNTRY IYes iNo !Abstain____ No~ 

.. ,:---.~~.,.I~:~-- "1,-~----;ll;><,.►~ - Portugal ---~- ..--
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' iMal~_ysia ____ ~~~·--..-+--1~,..,....---i Sudan .; I>< 
IMaldive Islands ~- .. IX Sweden I r:x- i 
II. 

' i 

Malta ~ • ·t T'hailand ~-.:. _ __ _ 
\ 
I 

Nali I~ Syria -"" .I.)< 
_.::,,r ' ! 

• 

Mam~itania ~1:------.1-T_o_g-_.,0-.--------f,4&,..r~----'-1><--
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Morocc o I I~ ITurkey rx 
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New Zealand l~ I_U.S.S. R. ·V' .' BJ.caragua ,, :>e:~ . U.A. R. 
Niger • ~ I~ United Kingdom •X-
N~~.I..~_a ____ -i-_ XJ------1:U~n_i~·t_·e_d-=--R_e~p~._T_a_n_z_a_n_i_a-hc- __ 4r~~-~;-1---
Norwa_y X. United States .I~ """ 
Pakistan :~~-·~·......_ \lRPer Volta ~-J---____ 

1 

Panama ~r _______ .. i.fi:...;;;U.-=~~u"-,lgt:..;;.;.1-=a..._y~i'>c:'c:;.._~1 "-· '---~--
Para~ay • • >:::.~ iVene;!uel.a . ~ 
Peru ~, =ye_m_e~n--------i.c;.... .....·.5<:~--·__~ 1 

_P_h_i_l_i.,._n_e_s ....,:)~. [Yugoslav ic! . . ~ •P1..__pi __ 
Poland ~ !Zambia. ..i~~"'---

,. 
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Thursday, Nov. 2. 1967 
9:15 a. m. 

MR., PRESIDENT: 

Herewith John Roche suggests a speech by 
the Vice Preaident upon hi• return. 

w.w.R. 

Yes ---
No----
Tell the1n to aubmlt draft 

See me----

SECRET attachment 
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Thursday, Nov. Z, 1967 
9:.10 a. in. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Herewith .Ambassador Bunker reflects on 
enemy casualty atatistics in a thoughtful way. 

W,, W.R. 

--CONJ1II>ENTIAL attachment (Saigon 10221) 
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WHITE HOUSE FOR ROSTOW 

1. WHILE IN WASHINGTONDISCUSSED BY'.I THE CORROBORATION 
CAPTUREDDOCUMENTS BODY COUNT, AND OFFICIALS. OF FWMAF 
EXPRESSEDAN INTEREST IN THE DATAILS AND DOCUMENTS. 

2. I CONSISTS OF A STATISTICALFIND THAT THE CORROBORATION 
STUDYOF 70 SEPARATE FOR P°ERIOD 1 JAN 1966-DOCUMENTS 
30 NOV1966 ADDITIONAL FOR THE AND NUMEROUS DOCUMENTS 
PERIOD DEC 1966 THROUGHMAR 1967. EACH OF THESE DOOU-· · 
MENTSGIVES ASSIGNED STRENGTH OF AN ENEMY UNIT AND SOME·· 
INFORMATIONON LOSSES IN THAT UNIT, SUCH AS KIA, WIA, MIA, 
AND DESERTERS~ FROM THE DOCUMENTS WAS_DETERMINEDIT • 

~GS ,g Rl:}-MJ-lR-1-02-21-·@&s■N p..:~N ~l::::::0-J 
WHAT.PERCENTAGE ~N THE UNITS OF THE ENEMY, ON THE AVERAGE 
COVERED,WERE KIA, DESERTED, ETC. ON THE ASSUMPTION 
THAT THESE PERCENTAGES BE ROUGHLY TO THE WOULD APPLICABLE 
ENEMYFORCES AS A WHOLE, THE SAME PERCENTAGES WERE 
APPLIED TO TATAL ENEMY FORCES, AS WE/THEN CARRIED THEM ON 
THE ORDER OF BATTLE. THE RESULTING FIGURES WERE COMPARED 
WITH OUR BODY COUNT FIGURES, AND THE KIA SO DERIVED COM-
PARED REMARKABLY CLOSELYWITH OUR BODY couNTCALSO POW AND 
·cHIEU HOI FIGURES COMPARED WITH ADJUSTED DESERTERFIGURES). 

3. IT IS NOT BELIEVED THAT THE ANALYSIS CAN BE USED WITH THE 
PRESS AT THIS TIME AS STATISTICAL BODY COUNT CORROBORATION. 
THERE ARE TOO MANY INDEFINITE AREAS, SUCH AS CA) THE REPRE­
SENTATIVENATUREOF THE SAMPLE, CB) THE ACCURACY OF OUR ORDER 
OF BATTLE, (C) THE FACT THAT "BODY COUNT" INCLUDES PORTERS AND 
OTHERSTEMPORARILYMOBILIZEDAND NOT ON THE ORDER OF BATTLE, 
AND CD) THE FACT THAT KIA IN ENEMYDOCUMENTS KIA.INCLUDES 
FROMAIR AND ARTILLERY IN wBODYSTRIKES NOT ALWAYS.-INCLUDED 
COUNT." FURTHERMORE, UPDATING •WE ARE PRESENTLY OUR ORD~R 
OF BATTLE FIGURES FOR THE PAST AND THIS WILLOBVIOUSLYAFFECT 

! ·J 
,/ , 

\ 
I 
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I'-. OUR RESULTS. THE ACTUAL ANALYSIS WASDONE BY A MATHEMATICIA_N 

______.: 

---- ---- • -·. . -------.· • . 
' . ~\ ' • . 

NO LONGER WITHMACV, AND ·soME· OF HIS WORK( PARTICULARLY ON . 
-. DESER'TERS--ADJUSTMJ...NT TO THEIR·uNITS,FORMENRET-URNED KIA, 
~- POW,_ETC.) ARE NOT COMPLETELY,ACCEPTED BY PRESENT MACV 

STAFF. • 

4. ALSO, MACV CONTINUALLY ·cijECKSCAPTUREDDOCUMENTSGiv--
··, •ING _LOSSES IN PARTICULAR ENGAGEMENTSWITH our BODY COUNT,TO 
.• DETERMINECORRELATION. ABOUTTHEYHAVECORRELATED 20 EN-· 
. GAGEMENTsIN THIS ~ ~Y, AND THE TOTAL OF EN MYcouNT EXCEEps:>Ill

1· OURS BY 10 TO 15 PERCENT.-..THE PROBLEM IS THAT WHEREAS,SOME . 

AREREMARKABLY OTHERS. - -CLOSEOREVEN IDENTICAL, ARE 
SUBSTANTIALLYOFF ru MARK•IN SOME CASES ENEMY ADrUS- -
SIONS FAREXCEEDou~ BODY couNT, ·PRESUMABLY BECAUSE MOST 

_OFTHE BODIES WERE/RAGGED OFF THE FIELD BYTHEENEMY.·IN 
OTHER CASESOURB0D1 COUNT EXCEEDSSUBSTANTIALLY ENEMY. 

:.· ADMISSIONS,PRESUMABLYRESULTING FROMEITHER CA) KILLINGOF 
-~ PORTERS ANDLOGISTICALPERSONNELNOT·APPEARINGIN ENEMY 
. -FIGURES, OR CB) KILLINGOF SOLDIERSIN OTHERUNITS IN MULTI-UNIT 

ACTIONSWHERECAPTURED ONLY REVEALSDOCUMENT LOSSESOf A 
SINGLE UNIT•~ • 

~E :4--R~Mdi~....Gsz~ J :Baiz-&C.·i If .L 

5. WEAREFORWARDINGTO You THEJANUARY MACV STUDYOF vc 
LOSSES. THE CAPTUREDDOCUMENTSUPON WHICHTHIS STUDYWAS 
BASEDHAS ALREADY BEEN SENTTO DIA. HOWEVER, AS MENTIONED 

• IN PARA 3 ABOVE, MACV HASSERIOUS DOUBTS ABOUT THE MET.HODS 
OF ANALYSIS.EMPLOYED THATSTUDY.WEWILLALSO SEND TO YOUIN 
COMPARATIVE-_INfOijMATION WE HAVE ON PARTICULAR ENGAGEMENTS. 
IN VIEWOF·THENUMBEROF QUESTIONSTHESE DOCUMENTSMAY RAISE . 

• WITHUNFRIENDLYsduRCES, WEBELIEVEALLFACTORSSHOULD BE 
CAREFULLY·WEIGHED BEFORE.ANY.RELEASE MADE.IS 

' BUNKER 
• BT 

\ 
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Mr. President: 

Thia m.emorandum incorporates a brief summary of the discussion last 
night plus some· suggestions for how· the meeting this morning might be 
handled. 

L Report on the meeting. 

1. The meeting beg.an with two briefings: one by Gen. Wheeler and 
the other by George Carver. I would urge you to check wlth Clark Clifford and 
others, but I found the bdefings impressive,. es;pecially Carver who hit just 
the right balanc.e between the progress we have made and the problems we still 
confront. He handled the population control data in a lucid but credible way. 
There was hardly a word spoke.n that could not be given directly to the press. 
You may wish to consider a full leadership meeting. of this kind, introduced by 
yourself, alter which you could put the whole thing on television, perhaps when 
Bunker ls here. 

z. They both concluded. that there was very great progress since 1965. 
We can't count on sufficient ·progress in the .next 15 months to collapse the 
enemy: but Carver made two good points with respect to the future: 

In pa.rt, the future is in our hands and the South Vietnamese's. 
In particular, the appointment of good officials and effective attack on corruption 
and a sharp improvement of the ARVN in paclficatlon operations could produce 
dramatic change. 

From the point of view of Hanol, they would make a strategic 
decision to end the war when they had decided the U. S. would not behave like the 
French dld in 1954 and when a viable state structure seemed on the way to 
emerging in Saigon. 

3. Sec. Rusk then, over drinks, reviewed the attitude of Hanoi 
towards negoatlons. emphasizing that their eyes were increasingly fastened 
on American politics. 

4. The gen.era! discussion tben came to focus around two issues: 

The problem of suatalned support for our policy within the U.S.; 
and the bombing question. 
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Arthur Dean and General Bradley spent a good deal of their time on the 
domestic situation and how to present the story of tbe war in ways whlch would 
encourage our people to un.lfy and stay the courae. Dean cited the kinds of 
questions he got In talking to college audiences. Dean Acheson put forward the 
view that the bulk of the university student opposition stemmed from an under­
standable d.esire not to have to go to fight ln Vietnam. He was challenged by 
Mac Bundy and others that this was part but not all the story. 

5. On bombing the line up was about as follows: 

All agreed with McNamara, who read from a CIA document, 
that bombing did not prevent the present level o! inflltratlon of men and arms. 

George Ball and Dean Acheson urged that we u-ae bombing a.a 
a negotiating chip against prees1ll'e across the DMZ. Acheson said that we .should 
stop bombing when they did not press aero.as the DMZ and resume bombing when 
they did until they got the point. Sec. Rusk pointed out we had trled to establish 
that connection but had failed: out they :ra.tber Ignored what he was ea.ying. 
Bob Murphy and Oe_neral B,radley. ln particular, said that out of thelr experience 
over the year-a they were sure that the bombing was havlng some effect on 
operations in the South. although it could not be precisely measured. In this 
dlscuaslon lt anaerged that while Hel.mJl'.a-gh.edcwltli<S~c·~·d•cNamara that the 
present level of bombing would not have a demonstrable effect on flow, to the 
South. he disagreed with the judgment that a stopparge of bombing would-110,t· 
re sw.t in inereaaed. fiowe to the South. It might. 

6. Arthur Dean made strongly the point, out of hls experience, that' 
an excessive z_e.g.gerh~.s s· .. :: .-: to negotiate or a broad humanitarian g:esture to 
the Communists la interpreted as a slgn of weakne• e by Communists. 

7. At the cloae Sec. Rusk urged them all to put their minds to this 
queetion: In the face of the situation,. as it was outlined to the,m. what would 
they do if they w-ere Preeldent? 

8. Douglas Dillon• s questions mainly centered on possibiUtlee for 
escalation against the North; that la-, mbrlng the harbors, hitting the dikes, etc. 

9. Incidentally, I detectedJn this group no sentiment for our pulling 
out of Vietnam. 

~CRET 
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ll. This is one possible way to handle the meeting tbls m.orntag at 
10:30 a.m. 

1. Thank them for giving their tlme; and suggest the importance of 
maintaining the existence and substance of the meeting ln confidence. You 
would llke to .call on them again. But they conatltute so weighty a group that 
public knowledge of their meetings might be misinterpreted and lead to 
epec.ulatlon of crlses. 

2. A President faced with the present situation constantly must ask 
himself two questions: 

-- la our course 1n Vietnam right·? If it is right, how can we 
increase public understandlng ud support foi' that pollcy? As they are aware,

.JJ,S,
Hanoi's·vlew ot!]l>ublic understanding and support is a major front ln the war•-
perhaps now the moat important front. 

3. The first guestion ls: ls there anything that we are not doing ln 
the South that we ou.ght to do? 

(You might go around the table on thla issue. ) 

The second guestion: With respect to the North, should we: 
continue what we are doing? Mine the ports and plan to take down th:e dike• 
whe-n the wahr ls hlghi?t Unilaterally reduce or eliminate bombing of North 
Vietnam? 

(Again around the table. ) 

.The third question: Negotiations. Should we adopt a. passive policy 
0£ wllllngness to negotiate but wa.lt for their initiatives? 

If we should try additional lnitlatlves; what should they be? 

Despit·e thel.r refusal of the San Antonio formula, should we 
unilaterally cease bombing and just see what happens? 

The fourth·guestlon: Taking into account all that they know, do 
they believe that we should in one· way or anblher get out o£ Vietnam? 

The f1£th question: What measurea would they suggest to rally 
and unite our own people behind the effort in Vietnam? 

I suggest that Tom Johnson be pre.e.ent and keep a tally sheet,,011 each _man 
wlth respect to each question. w. w. Rostow
WWR n~tnu.~ rln. 



Thursday, November Z, 1967 

Mr. President: 

Recently, a relatively obscure Member of the Canadian f>arlia­
me.nt, Mr. F. J. Bigg, stood up and delivered a remarkable 
and eloquent speech o.n your behalf, eontrasting your career 
with that of Ho Chi Minh: 

'' ... as I read the reports of (Ho Chi Minh's) achieveme__nts 
I find they are all negative and all designed to destroy freedom. 
However, as I read the record of Lyndon B. Johnson I s career 
I find that for the last 35 years at least he has only had one end 
in mind, to uphold the dig.nity oi the human being ... 11 

Mr. Bigg chided his fellow countrymen for their criticism, " 
( 

111 am sick and tired of hearing criticisms of the noble efforts 
11made by President Johnson, .. ), offered unqualified support 

for U. S. policy in Vietnam, and concluded: "I, for one, thank 
God we have a man of Johnson's calibre for a neighbor. 11 

Because the warmth of his words is in such contrast to what we 
often hear from up North, I thought you might derive some com­
fort from reading his speech. I have marked several pas sages. 

The State Department has thanked Mr. Bigg for his rem.arks, and 
they have been inserted in the Congressional Record by Congress­
man Gallagher of New Jersey. 

W. W. Rostow 

Moose 11/2/67 

cc: Fried 

...... 

l 
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3036 COMMOl~S 

dtizen, not to use the almost obsolete term of 
Bill of Rights. 

It must be understood, Mr. Speaker, that 
the feelings of a whole people have been 
rt>uscd, and the go .ihead signal in our daily 

_life, in every field, has made us realize for 
some years now that we want to be full-
fledged Cnnadhins and therefore we must be 
recognized as such by our English-speaking 
fellow citizens. 

Mr. Speaker~ I am fully aware of witness-
ing, along with the entire population, these 
decisive hours for our country. In my opin-
ion, it is the logical consequence for a nation 
. that wishes to develop, to free itself and to 
takc in all those various constitutional for-

. mulas. 
--------·----fhe l~;dcr of the Quebec wing, the Min- men of. treat value who arc ready to do 

ister of Manpower and Immigration 
recently: 

Thor.c who schema • to bring about n 
between the people ot Quchcc tind their 
rcprc~cntativcs nrc knowini:Iy :;ccklng the 
tion o! Cana da. 

~Men such as the one I have just 
deserve our confidence. 

stated anything to promote unity in Can.1da .ind our 
MinisJcr of Finnnce and Receiver General 

divorce 
!c<lcral 

dcstruc• 

<Mr., Sharp) is one who, by his gift ns an 
adrriinistrator and his great qualifications in 
human relations, is trying to develop a pros­
pcrO\.tS Canada, financially balanced, and first 

quoted _.-of -~ll united and harmonious. . 
I ,/

_: r;;Enalish] 
Mr. Speaker, we_ too_ from Quebec a:\m~k= Mr. F. J. Bigg (Athabasca): Mr. Speaker, 

ing a u~eful contribution to the federn4, p~: • c have a great many problems at home in 
l,nment, we have our de Gaullcs, our "~ml...- Canada today which I should like to discuss 
crs, our leaders able to face the fads ~s they 
really are. /

I am quoting here the hon. senator whose 
statement w~ the highlight of Jhe recent 
Mon~morcncy conference. .I 

Let us not net in such a way as tc;,· alter the true 
facts into a chasm. / 

In all the upheaval that befogs the current 
political atmosphere, our flrs·t concern should 
be to seek the living standard within the 
Canadian framework. The concerns of ordi-
nary mortals, of the man in the street, is with 
the standard of living;·' the daily bread is the 
uppermost question il'lhis mind. That is why, 
in my humble judgrfient, I favour appreciable 
reforms of the constitution but I uncondi-
tionally reject· an'y clause that might tend to 
isolate Quebec,.-and force it to segreg.ition. 

_..,. • · And as our :y6ungest minister already said, 
let us favour ,the policy of presence. 

Tnis brings me to the financial situation of 
our country and I would not want the occur-
rencc t;agedy that would place my prov-.ot 
ince. un er the yoke of isolationism. Quite 
reccntl , when one of the most famous tourists 
in Hariaii stated: 

No hina wall around Quebec. 

We all heaved a sigh ot relief. and the 
strain was markedly cased. 

(Mr. Tremblay,] 

DEBATES October 12. 19o7 

The Prime- Minister of Canada (Mr. Pear-
son) told us yesterday that, to date, eight 
provinces were seriously considering his in­
vitation to attend a fcdern):provincinl con­
fercncc slated for next -!nnuary. Well, the 
dctcnte was further incre:iscd when the pro­
vincial Liberals came/ out openly against 
separatism. / 

So, it should be re_alized that sides are now 
being taken, and _that this centennial year 
will end in a blaze· of optimism and constitu­
tional oeeumenis.m, as the hon.• member for 
Lotbinicrc <Mr .. Choquette) called it. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, once again I 
appeal to all my English-speilking compatri-
ots whom ;- like a lot, not to watch passively 
wha.L.is._ha.ppening--in· Quebec. We have here 

if I had the time. However, there is a prob­
1cm abroad which far transcends all our 
domestic problems. I refer to the deplorable 
!act that most of the people of Canada are 
being systematically brainwashed. I am not 
accusing the present administration of having 
a hand in this, apart from the contribution 
they make because of ineptitude. I give this 
administration full credit for meaning well. 
Nevertheless this ineptitude on the part of 
those in positions o! responsibility to this 
house and the nation makes it evident that •.. 
they are guilty of serious neglect. 

Although I am not an expert on foreign 
affairs I intend to take a few minutes of the 
time of the house to attempt to outline what 
is so obvious to me as a layman and novice in 
foreign affairs. A true picture of the interna-
tional situation is not being presented to us. 
We have an enemy in this world, interna-

tr 

tional communi~m and I am in no way hcsi­
tant about saymg that. These • people have 
friends in 
sa!d before 

this• countr~, although as I ~a~e 
I do not thmk any of them sit m 

this house . . . . 
The Cam1d1an war crimes tribunal or-

ganizntion which . seeks to put . President 
Johnson of the United St.:i.tcs on trial tor his 
so-called war crimes is allowed to operate. 
Free discussion in Can.ida has always been 

-------··--·---··-- ·----·• -- - -----·- ~- ..----' .... 



October 12, 1S57 

our prerogative and 
suggest that a person 
to say what he wants 

I would be the last to 
docs not have the right 
as long as he is willing 

to accept the. responsibility involved. Having 
regard to the anti-United Sto.tcs propaganda 
to which this country has been subjected, I 
have waited in vain for a clear voice from 
the fourth estate, from the television and 
radio media, yes, even 
bers of the government 
give· what I consider 
picture of the situation. 
• (5:30 J).m.) 

It is passing strange 

from responsible mem­
and of this house, to 

a fair and balanced 

1:hat Ho Chi Minh, the 
lcader of the North Vietnamese and the soul 

---· -···-· o! the Viet Cong, should always be given the 

in those days. It was difficult for him to find 
suit.:.ble work to which he could devote his 
great talents. Therefore Lyndon B. Johnson 
wandered about the United States working 
with his hands. He graduated from the. school 
of hard knocks. Lyndon B. Johnson recog­
nized that education was necessary for all 
young people and he went back to school. 

In January, 1930 we find that under Ho Chi 
Minh's leadership a conference was held in 
Hong Kong with Chinese communists to inte­
grate three Vietnamese communist parties, 
the Orie~tal Communist Party, t~e Annamcse 

benefit o! thc doubt and1avou-rnole--puoTicTty:----e~mst-- Party and the -0r1ental CoI?­
I ha vc in my hand a paper which clearly 
indicates· in straight, factual terms, Mr. Ho 
Chi Minh's rccOl'd. 1 think it would be fair, 
and perhaps interesting, to know in chrono-
logical order what have been the actions 
of Ho Chi Minh during the last 47 years 
nnd what have been the actions of one 
Lyndon n. Johnson, who bears the rcsponsi-
bility both militarily arid politically for main-
taining the freedom of at least the western 
world, and in Viet Nam certainly some sem-
blancc of freedom amongst the small n.itions 
orAsia. 

On December 25, 1!)20, Ho Chi Minh, .i Viet 
Nam born Chinese, bcc~mc a mcml>t~r of the 
Marxist winr~ or the E'rcnch socialist party 
while atte11clin1~the pnrLy conrerence in Paris. 
Lyndon n. Johnson was at this time attending 
hif.!h school in Johnson City, Texas. He had 
the same kind of background as most o! us in 

- --the house hnve enjoyed. He wns raised on :i 

!arm and received a western-style !rec cduca-
tion. • 

Lyndon B. Johnson found it necessary to 
work with his honds and le.irned that he 
needed energy ond individual effort in order 
to finish his schooling. Ho Chi Minh was 
educated at the expense of the international 

·:' 
socialist party. In 1923 Ho Chi Minh became 

.! the editor of Le Pct.ria, a French communist 
publication, and received one :,car's training 
in Moscow. In December, 1924, he was sent to 
Canton, China, as interpreter for the commu-
nist Michael Borodin. At that time Lyndon B. 
Johnson was graduating from high school as 
president of his class and had already 
achieved a ·reputation as a debater. 

At that time President Johnson did not 
know of his rendezvous with fate. He did not 
know that he would one day be President of 
the United States. In fact, he scorned higher· 

mumst League. T?cse became the commu~1st 
party o~ Indo-Chma, a branc~ of the T~1rd 
Int~rnational of Moscow, and 1t so remained 
until l!MO. 

Let us go back to our friend Lyndon B. 
Johnson. He enrolled .:it Southwest Texas. 
Teachers State Collei;e and became a school 
teacher. He was a school teacher for a year. 
He then continued his studies nt college, ob­
taincd a degree and took up public speaking. 
He was just a nice, friendly school teacher. 
In 1931 Lyndon B ... Tohnson, hnving a great. 
interest in politics even from his early years, 
becmne secrct~ry to n conr!rcssman. Mr. 
Hoover was the Rcpublicnn prc~idcnt. From 
his early days Lyndon B. Johnson was a lib-
cral with a sinnll "l". • • • 

In 1!>32 Lyndon D. Johnson attached him .. 
self to Mr. Roosevelt's administration and 
worked unceasingly for the New Deol. I think 
the most rabid o! critics ot that program 
cannot say that the New Deal was anything 
but a tremendous attempt to maintain the 
dignity oi the individual and the right o! 
little people to share in the great wealth and 
progress of North America. 

On May 19, 1941, Moscow disbanded the 
Third Communist International. The Viet­
namesc communist party established the Doc 
Lap Dong-Minh, or the Viet Minh, to wage 
guerrilla warfare. They· went underground. 
Who was the spiritual leader of this group? It 
was Ho 'Chi Minh. In 1940 Viet Nam, together 
with most other southeast Asian countries, 
was occupied by Japan. At the end of the 
eastern theatre of world war II the power of 
the United States was ascending. Ho Chi 
Minh at this time continued his program of 
the march of communism. 

Where was Lyndon B. Johnson at this time? 
He is a man who has always thought for 
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He was a young, energetic man 
out looking for work, which was 

for an untrained man to find even 
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himself. He heeded United States' public opin­ <:a-operation between our country and the 
ion .and came out flatly for entering world United States of America. We rely on them at 
war II on the side of the free nations. In 1941 this time for any defence of our continent. 
England stood alone. Lyndon B. Johnson, who We rely on them entirely to protect our skies 
has always been a very strong nationalist, and if in the~iuture intercontinental missiles 
came out flatly in favour of his country are to be stopped on their way it will be 
fighting with Britain. Re said that the D'nited farsighted men like Lyndon B. Johnson who 
States needed the draft -and he worked to­ will be able to provide the kind of leadership 
ward that end. Mr. Johnson was the kind of which we require in this country. 
man who did not only talk but acted. He 

Mr. Mather: May I ask the hon. memberstood for principles. He promised the young 
one more question? I appreciate the hon.men of the United States, on the day he voted 
member's reply to my previous question but!or conscription to send America's young 
what I asked in fact was whether he is in.blood to fight !or freedom, that he would be 
favour of or opposed to the budget? •.· with them. Less th:rn three hours-a!ler he put 

~~• narr;e to t~; dr~it hill Lyndo~ D. J~hns~n Mr. Bigg: I listened with considerable pa-
- Joinc<;!_~~~-Un1~e:d~t~lc~~vy.:....I..c_ wo_uccl _m __Ji.~n_c;_ewt~Pc__the tion. mcmb~r spoke and I 

the theatre or warm wh1cn Tio Cfn~inh was wlsh he would give me the same forbearance. 
working undcroound with the communists. 

Mr. Mather: On a question of privilege, Mr.Prc:::iclent Johnson, as he now is, served as 
Spc~ker, I have not spoken.a volunteer licuten:rnt in the United States 

navy. His short term or service in the Pacific Mr. Bigg: I might say that I do not expect
w.1s exciting. His cour:tr,c was rewarded by my speech to be widely react and no political
bcini: dccor.itcd by his country. The president aclvanta~e whatsoever will be gained by in­
of that day, believing that Lyndon D. Johnson jecting that type of question into it. I have
and his ability to orr,anize the war e!iort spoken about my concern, and it is only in 
were or more use in W.i.shington, ordered him· the budget debate that we can speak about
back for duty. such matters. If the hon. member wishes me 
• (5:40 p.m.) to speak about the budget in detail, I will get 

to that subject where we discuss the subjectOn Aui::ust 15. 1945 Japan surrenclcred to 
.of defence. At that time I will spcnk aboutthe -allies. On Au~ust 17 ::md 18, 1!)45 an 
how the money can be used to further s.omcuprh;inr! ,:vas provoked in Hanoi. On .Aur,ust 
o( the thin~s I have in mind. However,' I nm19, HH5 IIo Chi Mihn launched his tnkc-over. 
merely trying to do oric specific job, and IOn Sl"'ptembcr 2, 1!>4!> Ho Chi Minh est:1b­
hope I am doing it, nnmely, to draw a parnl­ljshcd his rec~ime in Hanoi, oustlnp; Bao Dai, 
lcl between the leader of the slate of Norththe former emperor of Annan. Where was 
V:iet Nam and the lender of the state in theLyndon B. Johnson at that time? 
only country on earth able to stem what I 

Mr. Mather: Mr. Spcak~r, I wonder wheth­ consider to be a th1·cnt to my country. If this 
er I could ask the hon. member a question. I is a smnll matter, one unworthy of capturing 

•was very interested in his remarks but would the attention o.f the house for 15 • or 20 min­
be s:ly whether he is in favour of. or' opposed utes, then I am prepared to sit down. But I 
to the general budget which I thought we am not convinced of that. 
were considering?. 

Mr. Mather: If tqe hon. gentleman docs not 
Mr. Bigg: I am spe:-iking about something wish to answer my question that is his privi­

which atrects every dollar we wish to e3m in lcr;e. 
Canada and every doll:-ir we wish to spend. It 

Mr. Bigg: In 1045 Mr. Johnson ran for theis only in the budget debate that an amateur 
United States senate. In the senate, until thelike myself.can ~ay what is in his. heart; and I 
time he became president, he fought for allam quite su:c that while I stand here and 
those things which leftists talk about an.d dospeak every hon. member within hearing of 
nothing about and which he himself backedmy voice knows that I speak with the firm 

• • whenever it meant that the strength of theconviction that we are only hearing one side strong should be used to help the poor. There
of the story. I would. take my seat if I did not was no segment of society, however small 
think this ·was so. I cannot imagine anything and neglected, that President Johnson did not 
more important for Canada than national support, and this has been affirmed by minority 
survival and I cannot imagine national sur­ groups such as the one composed of Germans 
vival for Canada unless thcr,e is the fullest in his own state during world war II and the 

[Mr. Bigg,) 

.• 

r"" ... 
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negro minority. Durin[: his term in the senate 
he instituted and pushed with all his might 
for reforms which it had taken 82 years to 
put on the statute books of the United States. 

I had hoped in the 20 minutes allotted to 
me to present the full record of this man but 
it would tnkc hours to review in detail the 
accomplishments of this r,reat president. I mn 
sick and tired o( hearing crWcis:ms of the 
noble efforts made by President Johnson him­
self to brin.i; peace to Viet Nam and the noble 
efforts m.idc by the American people and 
their sons to continue the fighting. I think we 
should level criticism whenever we can if we 
think an injustice is being done, and the 
point I am trying to make this afternoon is 
that an injustice is done wh0n those who feel 
the way I do not give lip service at least to 
our American friends and allies. 

A partisan politician would say it is better 
to support his party no matter how bad it is 
than to support the other party no matter 
how f:O0d it is. This has never been the style 
of Lyndon B .. Johnson. He has always had the 
courc1~c lo stand up ngainst those things in 
which he did not believe and he is excep­
tionally good at getting things done. I believe 
that Ho Chi Mihn is also exceptionally i::ood 
at getting thinr~s done that he wants done, 
but as I read the rcpot·ts or his achievements 
I find they arc rill nc-g:1livc and nH dc::;i~ncd 
to destroy freedom. However, as I read the 
rcc,wrl of Lyndon n. Johnson's carc<.'r I find 
that !or th~ l:'1st 35 years o.t least he has only 
had one end in mind, to uphold the dignity or 
the human being. Because he lives in o.n 
imperfect world and c;1n only work t:·1.ough 
political organizations, imperfect as they arc, 
and because it is clifllcult even for the 
Americans who use restraint to achieve peace 
and security in our world, it is benco.th our 
dignity to sit here in smug security north of 
the line and have nothing but bnd to say 
about those who arc o.t least doing their best. 

Attempts nrc being m~1cle to force us to talk 
about dolbrs and cents and not to talk about 
things on a high plane. I can do that. I think 
the Canadian people should pay 10 per cent 

I ·• of the cost of freedom along with the 
. Americans. I go further and say, as I said in 
1939, that more than our money should be at 
stake. President Johnson thought his life was 
at stake. He thought that strongly about the 
matter and I do. not think he has changed. 
But I do think we should change. 
• (5:50 p.m.) 

Some may sit here quietly, accept things as 
they are and say, "We know all that, Bigg, 
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why don't you sit down?" If these facts are 
knovin, I cio not hear about them. I read the 
newspapers daily and I listen· to the news 
broadcasts. One would really think President 
Johnson was the leader of some kind of inter­
national gang. It is for this reason I ask hon. 
members to consider these facts. They arc in 
every "Who's 'Who". When I am doing my 
homework, my desk is piled high with papers 
containing these facts. These articles were not 
written by President Johnson's friends. As I 
said before, President Johnson is a liberal 
with a small "l", while I am a conservative 
with a small "c". However, like President 
Johnson, when the welfare of my country is 
at stake I have no politics. I have seen these 
very issues kicked around, even on the floor 
of this house, for cheap political reasons, and 
I do not point my finger at the Liberals when 
I say that. We on this side of the house are 
condemned by our own silence as well as by 
interpreting the remarks made by the . 
Secretary of State for External Affairs (Mr. 
Martin), who is seized with the responsibility 
of giving us the whole truth, nothing but the 
truth. 

I am not afraid. of the truth. It hns been 
said many times that the truth \Vill make one 
free. I.f we arc only going to be given half 
truths, then I say half truths will lead to 
slavery. It will be the s:imc kind of shwcry 
that President Johnson has spent. his whole 
liCc fighting. He has risked his political career 
fiJ.~hlingit. Slavery is not dead in the United 
States. President Johnson knows that, as do 
many other people in the United States. 
However, it is not politically wise to stand up 
and say so because down there feelings run 
high. 'l'hank God, we do not have it in this 
country. 

Some parliamentarians from England were 
visiting us last week. They said -that our 
prospects arc greater than our problems. I! 
we take the attitude that the war in Viet 
Nam is none of our business, then we should 
at least keep quiet about those who think 
they have a stake in it and think they arc 
doing their best. If we have a better alterna­
tive, then what is it? Ho Chi Minh is repre­
sented as a man who is working for the 
self-determination of people. Well, there are 
a lot of people in South Viet Nam as well as 
in North Viet Nam. If this man Johnson want­
ed to use all the power he has to stop the war, 
we know only too well how quickly that war 
could be stopped. We also know at what cost. 
Here is a man who is not going to use all the 
power he has !or cheap political purposes. 

https://benco.th
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I wanted to ~o throur~h his record to indi­
cate that while Ho Chi Minh was busy under­
mining the small nations of Southeast Asia 
President Johnson was quietly doing his duty. 

:i Since President Kennedy is dead, it is safe to 
• make him a hero. However, since Presid~nt 
11: Johnson is still alive he can still be used for 

cheap political purposes. I say it is time we in 
Canada cut it out. This man was chosen by 
President Kennedy. Kennedy said of him, 
this man is even ·more fit to serve the 
American people than I am. When Kennedy 
got the opportunity to sit in high places he 

. knew that he needed the wisdom and dedica­
tion of this man Johnson to help him guide 
t,he United States through very·difficult times. 

I, for one, thank God we have a man of 
·---- -----J-ohnson's calibre as our neighbour. I fear 

no invasion from the south. President Johnson 
has always supported the United Nations. He 
has done all he could to make the United 
Nations eITectivc. Pre::;ident Johnson has 
offered to give up his right to decide these 
issues if the United Nations is willing and 
able to deal with them. When he has made 
these suggestions he h~1s been turned clown. 
~'he facts arc here and we all know them. 
Less than 18 months ago the United States 
did stop the-bombing for six weeks. What has 
happened to the memories of those men who 
write this propaganda we arc getting? What 
did North Viet Nam do? They methodically 

-- -·nnd coldbloodedly built up their. military 
strength. More United States soldiers died 
because this m:m Johnson was reasonable 
enough to give North Viet Nam every oppor­
tunity .. 
• There nrc many nations in the world today 

in which both sides of this story will not -be 
told. 'l'hc iron curtain encircles Lhem. 'l'herc 
is only one p1·ess and only one party in those 
count1·ics. I" thank God agnin that here we 
hnve t\yo parties. If a man is delinquent Ol' is 
interpreted as not telling us the truth, then it 
is my plain duty to ask for the truth. I am 
not afraid the people of Canada will condemn 
me for that. I put freedom above all othe1· 
things, and it is the truth that will make us 

~ 
. y

PROCEEDINGS ON ADJOU~NMENT 
· MOTION ,, ... 

SUBJ'ECT MATTER OF ~IOXS 70 BE 
DEB~D 

The Acting Sp-a~, (Mr. Tardif): It is my 
duty, pursuant.,~ provisional standing order 
39A, to infomt' the house that the questions to 
be rnise9-,-af'" the time of adjournment tonight 

[Mr. Bizg.J 

.ire as follows; the hon: member for Kootcnay 
Wes~ (Mr. Herridge), Canadian Pacific Rail­
way-~--fequest for more e!Iective methods of 
dealini _with accidents; the hon. member for 
Parkda,e (Mr. Haidasz), Public Works 
-Toronto-inquiry as to availability of 
funds; the hon. member for Queens (Mr. 
Macquar~jc>, External Affairs-Rhodesia-an 
expression of disapproval of racial practices. 

At six o\lock the house took recess. 

\ 
\ AFTER RECESS 

The house \esumcd at 8 p.m'. 

\THE BUDGET 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF THE 

MINI5?-'ER OF FINANCE 

The house res\uned considcra tion of the 
motion of Hon. I\\itchell Sharp (Minister of 
Finance) thnt Mr. Speaker do now leave the 
chair for the houscl. to go into committee o! 
ways and means. \ _ 

Mr. L. R. Shermal\ (Winnipeg Sou!h): Mr. 
Speaker, I wish to d1fcuss many matters at 
this time, but as many~ subjects have already 
been spoken about sine~ the b~ginning of the 
debate I shall, for the ll\Ost part, limit mysel! 
to one item that I feel', most urgently con-. 
strained to discuss, to on~ position that I feel 
obligated to place on the record. 

Before launching into th.at paramount and 
focal area or my remarks l, wish to say, olso 
for the record, that all wh;o come from my 
part or the country and all~-in this chamber 
who rcprc~ent areas outside 'the major met­
ropolitan ::ireas or centrai and eastern 
Canada, that part known as th~ golden trian­
gle n.•f~ion or the country, arG vividly and 
anxiously concerned about th~ negotiations 
going on at the present time ;,between. the 
premier or Manitoba and the Prime Minister 
<Mr. Pcnrson) with respect to the future of 
the Air Canada overhaul base in \Vinnipeg. 

I have nothing to add to what has been 
said about this matter that affecfs my con­
stituency, Winnipeg South, my c;ity, met­

....ropolitan Winnipeg and, for that m.attcr, the 
whole of Manitoba. The speeches iri_ the past 
about the future of the Air Canada base in 

. Winnipeg and about the potential ~cvclop­
ment and use of Winnipeg facilities dng hol­
low to the citizens of Winnipeg and Manitoba. 
Ccnsidering the latest apparently arqitrary 
announcement by the president of .. Air 
Canada about the phase-out of the Winnipeg 
base, those speeches ring hollow indec~. I, 
other members of _this chamber and : the 

; 
< 
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Wednesday, November 1, 1967 -- 4:00 

Mr. President: 

Attached is the joint communique 
to be i.ssued after you1· meeting with the 
King of Nepal. George Christian has a 
copy. If you approve, he will issue it 
right after your five o'clock meeting 
today. It contains n<thi:ng controversial. 

I recommend you app.rove. 

Approve __ _ 

DisapproV;e __ _ 

EKH/vmr 

cc: George Ch.ristian 



JOINT COMMUNIQUE 

At the· invitation of President and Mrs. Johnson, 

King Mahendra and Queen Ratna of Nepal are paying a 

State visit to the United States of America be-ginning 

November 1, 1967. The Crown Prince, who is studying 

in the United States, joined Their Majesties· during this 

State visit. Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 

Kirti Nidhi Bista is accompanying Their Majesties. On 

the completion of the Wa:shington portion of the visit, 

during which they have met various members of the United 

States Government, Their Majesties are traveling to v~rious. 

points of interest in the United States before departing for 

. Nepal on De~ember 3. 

The visit afforded King Mahendra and President Johnso1:1 

an opportunity to become acquainted with each other and to 

discuss matters of mjl.tual interest and concern. The personal 

rapport and mutual esteem stemming from their conversations 

enabled them to discuss these matters with the frankness and 

friendship which characterize the relations between the United 

States and Nepal. 



The King explained to the President the efforts 

made in Nepal to secure a better standard of living 

for the peo~le under the Panchayat system and the 

measure of success achieved in this direction. 

President Johnson was impressed with the progress made 

in Nepal under His Majesty's leadership .and ·praised. . 

Nepal's emphasis on increasing agricultural pro~uction 
. . . 

and the increased self-help measures taken by Nepal. 

King Mahendra explained that Nepal hoped to have 

achieved an increase of fifteen per cent in its 

agricultural production by the end of the current five· 

year plan in 1970. President Johnson assured His 

. Majesty of the continuing deep interest of the United 

States Government and people in supporting Ne.pal's 

efforts to reach its goals. King Mahendra thanked· the 

President for the important role being _played by the 

United States for achieving these high purposes. 

King Mahendra and President Johnson discussed the 

efforts which both the Governments have been making to. 

ease world tensions. It was agreed that the strong 
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support of both countries for the United Nations would 

not slacken. The King explained that the p~licy of 

peaceful co~existence and non-alignment had a cont~nuing 

validity for Nepal at a time when there were increased 

tensions in the region itself. The President expressed 

his understanding ·of Nepal's.efforts to ·reduce tensions. 

In affirming their desire for a world_ in which the arms 

race could be slowed and in which general and complete 

disarmament could be achieved under safeguards, President 

Johnson and King Mahendra expressed their earnest hope 

that a non-proliferation treaty would soon be concluded. 

They reasserted their unwavering support for a world of 

• law and order and one in which international obligations 

and non-interference in the internal affairs of a 

• country are solemnly respected. 

:·. King Mahendra and President Johnson discussed other 

problems facing the world today. They reviewed the 

situation in Viet Nam, stating their respective views, 

and agreed that the problem o~ Viet Nam could be solved 

in accordance with the Geneva Agreement of 1954. They 

expressed the hope that a lasting and honorable peace 
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would sopn be restored to Viet Nam. With respec·t to 

the Middle East, it was_agreed that both Go~~rnments 

should continue to support the efforts of the United 

Nations to evolve a just and durable peace for the 

Middle East which would be acceptable to all the peoples 

affected by the recent· hostilities there. 

President Johnson and King Mahendra agreed that 

their friendly exchange of views, reflecting the·~utual 

respect and equality of the two·nations, had. reinforced 

the already strong bonds of friendship which have 

characterized Nepalese-American relations since· their 

inception in 1947 and made more meaningful· their common 

quest for peace, justice, and progress. 

In taking leave of President Johnson, King Mahendra 

expres~ed hi$ thanks for the warm and friendly reception 

accorded him. King Mahendra extended a cordial invitation 

to President Johnson and Mrs. Johnson to visit Nepal. 

The President expressed his gratitude for the invit"ation 

and his hope that he and Mrs. Johnson could visit Nepal. 

. .. . . . 
- - -- -----·----- -----~---



Wednesday, November 1, 1967 -- 3:00 PM 

Mr. President: 

Attached, !or your approval, is a 
proposed message to Emperor -Haile 
Selassie on the anniversary of his 
coronation (November 3). 

W. W. Rostow 

Approve_ 

Disapprove __ 

Speak to me 

EKH/ RPM/vmr 



Presidential Anniversary Message to Hllt! Haile Selassie 

Your Imperial Majesty: 

I am deeply pleased to send you my warmest congratulations 

on the anniversary of your coronation. Your courage, your states­

manship and your great wisdom have long inspired men everywhere. 

Yet it is fitting that the finest tributes to Your Majesty's reign a.re 

the healthy children, the new homes, the new schools and roads 

and hospitals that give Ethiopia so much hope for the future. 

On this day America joins the many friends of Ethiopia. in 

marking your brilliant past. We know you will eerve mankind in 

an equally brilliant future. 

Mrs. Johnson and I send you, as always, our warmest 

personal regards. 

Sincerejy:, 

EKH/RPM/vmr 11/1/67 



SECRET"'\ 

Wednesday, November lf 1967 
1:25 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

You will wish to know of thla 
conversation between Amb. Johnson 
and Senators Sparkman and Tower, 1n 
Tokyo. 

W. W. R.oatow 

Tokyo 2972 

-6BGR-E-T-

WWRostow:rln 

., EC AS.:,..FIED 
,.'J. 123;6, Sec. .4(b) 

~.; r- bu.ct: .,--,rnd. -• re - 4, 1983''( 1! MA D /;-ur1;-
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1. DURING COURSE OF DISCUSSIIN ON JAPAN WITH SENATORS 'SPARK- ,•'i /' 

MAN AND TOWER, WITH GENERAL RIDGEWAYALSO PRESENT, I TOQK,v>--·~ _-,/ : 
VANTAGEOF GPPORTUNITY TO LAY GUT THE OKINAWA AND BONINS ·, 
ISSUE, INCLUDING,QUESTIONQF lWO JIMA. 1,-<0F COURSE, POINTED :; / • .. 
QUT THAT NO DECIS IQ NS , HAD BEEN MADE , I HADNQ ID EA 0 F WHAT •\1 -~ 
WASH -_J,,~

NG.TONDECISIGNS MIGHT BE, BUT WAS SIMPLY LAYING OUT .', ~ ... 
QUESTION AS SEEN BY GOJ WITH THE PR0S AND· CQNS AS fHEY APPEAR· . ,

·TO ME , Ii • , •• 
• J 

-2. BOTH SPARKMAN AND rewER (AS WELL AS GENERAL RIDGEWAY)IN-
. 

~ 
~ 

DICATED THAT THEY FELT SOME "FORWARD MOVEMENTN , · -ON OKINAWA 
"·--iLOQK TOWARD REVERSIONPRIOR TQ 1970 AND RETURN OF THE BONINS ~ 

AT THIS TIME WAS ENTIRELY APPROPRIATE AND NEITHER COULD FORE-~ 
SEE ANY SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL DIFFICULTIES IN THE US IF MATTER~ 
PRESENTED IN TERMS DUR RELATIONSHIP WITH FRIENDLY JAPANESE . .)
GOVERNMENT.DURING 0UR DISCUSSION, I INCLUDEDAS G>BJECTIVE • -·.-:·. 
EXPLANATIONAS I CGULD OF MILITARY ARGUMENTS IN FAVOROF RE- • ;~ 
TENTION OF THE B0NINS. AS FORMER NAVY.OFFICER ,,IN PACIFIC AND . -·1 

MEMBER0F ARMEDSERVICES COMMITTEE• I PARTICULARLYs•LICITED ; 
·sENATGR TOWERJS VIEW eN IWQ JIMA. SENATORTOWERSAID THAT HE·~ 
DID NOT FEEL THERE WIULD BE ANY SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL mPPOSI-}
TION TO INCLUSIQN.QF IWQ JIMA IN RETURNof BQNINS. ·}

./ . ~ 
_,/ 

<3. I, EMPHASIZED THATI WAS DIS- ·?OF COURSE,- TO -BOTH.,,SENATORS 
CUSS I NG TH IS . MATT ER 0 NL Y FROM-L0 CA 1( PQ I NT. (:) F VIEW• I N CO NT EXT ' 
-OUR OVERALL RELATIONS WITH JAPA~/AND WAS SOLICITING THEIR 
VIEWS QNLY ON MQST INFORMAL _ANDPER-SONALBASIS. DEPENDINGON 

·ANY DECISIONS.THAT WASHINGTON MIGHT MAKE~URW0ULD THATASSUME 
THERE WOULD BE THE NORMAL WITH CONGRESSIINAL 

:I 
C&NSULTATION ; 

LADERSHIP AND I ·wAS NOT SEEKING TO TIE THEM TO THEIR OFF-THE- i .. ~CUFF ANSWERS T& ME. )H&WEVER, HGPE FOREGOING MAY BE HELPFUL 
t Y GU R CONSIDER AT I 8 N Q F THESE QUEST I INS• . , · • '. • -' • •·· ·. ·, • -.-. 

~ ' r •1, I • '- ,. • 

GP 3 JiHNSt'lN 1 / . - · DBCl.ASSmm) 

j __----.:-_.,_.,.,..,~:_j,~~-;:/~="~I4-_-~:-:···-:-·:-::Si:::C:ll:E_'f-~· :f':~' ~·:-;:-:;-;-.:a.7~~":""'.'7· ·.;.__ ::::::.:/1:·1:· -•• ~;":"~---;3t-tt"4'-:-:-~"l'i=Da::::-.3"':"';~-4=/-=l-D_.~=~-~~· 

• -··~- .,, .. _ ',~_ .. • ··., ........ ... ...;--~:·~· \:~; ... • •,·\r_·:•:~~.'r-=~:)~<~:,.-~-~-.-'_.; .. ~i~•:· __ • -----~~ _tt;,.._ .-_~··.__:~~.:---:..-••~-~ ... \.~ .. 

\ 
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.-f~IP 
Wednesday, November 1, 1967 -- 1:20 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

Sec. Rusk says he has conveyed your line of approach to 
Arth.ur Goldberg re Mansfield Resolution. • 

Arthur says he cannot get an Executlve session, but will try 
to talk to principal committee members informally before public 
session. 

Sec. Rusk wUl try to confirm this this afternoon. 

W. W. Rostow 

WWR.ostow:rln • 



SECRET 

Wednesd.ay, November 1, 1967 
12:10 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

Sec. Rusk and Sec. McNamara 
have signed off on the attached cable 
covering Bunker and Weatmoreland 
trlps to the U. s. 

w. W. Roatow 

SECRET 

WWRostow:rln 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

White 1-bBe Guidc:lincs,Feb.24, 1983 
Bv..LLf,, NARA Date //- 20-"/J 

https://Wednesd.ay


1-I1:,~ 
TELECOr',UNICATIONS~ DIVISIO~' .·WORK COPY.OPERATIONS 

SECRET 

Amembassy SAIGON IMMEDIATE DECLASSIFIED 
E.o: 12356, Sec. 3.4 

STATE, NLJ~- //oS-
By-.,..__, NA.RA·,Date.d_-3-3? 

NODIS. 

EYES ONLY FOR AMBASSADOR FROM SECRETARY 

1~ Highest levels desire that you plan to return here for 

consultation of approximately one week, arriving not later than 

November tenth. We are of course prep ared to send aircraft for 
...., 

departure at ti.me you suggest,- with possible ·all~ance- for rest 

en route. We are arrangine, that our J,mbassador to Nepal will 
Fcpal.ese ~i--

remain here following connletion of official/visit. .FiA .. ,;;s. 

2. As to press handling and announcement, we would propose 

visit be placed in terms of normal consultation 
I 

about six months 

after your arrival. Please adiise if. you see 2my· problems. 

3. Topics for consultation will be_ br~ad, with principal 

focus on political prospects·and GVN priority actions. However, 
will 

we Bxs naturally • wish to review progress e_nd prospects on all 
staff 

fronts. Please give us your recommendations as to what K.Eaga 

4235 
EA:WPBundy:bmm 10/30 4'9i MIX The Secretary 

1
_\ .!DoD-Secrfatary McNamara. 

White House - Mr. Rostow 
U • The Under Secretary 

SECRET 
. .....Corrections made on original green MU_ST be made. on this ·and ~ther.

FORM DS-322
8-65 • • •• flimsy work copies before delivery to Telecommunications Opera-tions Division 



TELECOV~UNICATIONS DIVISION COPYOPERATIONS .WORK 

2· Saigon 

~REI 

you would wish to.have accompsny you. 

4. You should inform·westmoreland of this plan and advise him 

that highest levels wisn him to return for consultation, arriving 

so as to overlap for last 2 - 3 day~ of your vi·sit. i.e., n~t later 

than November 15. DoD and JCS will be i'n touch dire_ctly with him· 

on this. 

GP-3 END 

I " 

Corrections made on orig.j~d3:f:HllMf:J5Tbe made on thi~ and otl-ier' • FORM DS-322A8-63 flimsy work copies before_ delivery to Telecommunications Operations Division 

!· 



« SECRET 

WedDeeday, November 1, 1967 
11:50 a. m. 

Mr.- President: 

Thie report on Vietnam from 
the Vice President ls hea.rtenlng. 

W. W. l\ostow 

Kuala Lumpur 1709 (VIPTO S7) 

-SECRET-

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec.3.4(b) 

~' Feb. 24, - J 
Bv~, NARA, Date <7-U7:;t1 

WWRostow:rln 
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ZNY SSSSS ZZH 
0 0114522 NOV 67 J-967IIJV I 
FMSECSTATEWASHDC 16 08 
TO WHITE HOUSE 
0 011353Z NOV 67 
FMAMEMBASSY .,KUALA LUMPUR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDCIMMEDIATE3056 
STATE GRNC 
BT 
i Ee ft! t KUALALUMPUR1709 

VIPTO57 

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT ALSO PASS SECRETARY 

NOD IS 

I HAVE JUST LEFT VIET-NAM ON MY WAY TO KUALA LUMPUR 
AFTER A FULL DAY WITH OUR TROOPS IN THE FIELD. THE 
LEADERSHIP, QUALITY, AND THE MORALE OF OUR MEN IN UNIFORMIS~ 
MAGNIFICENT.AS I REMARKEDON DEPARTURE FROM 
CHU LAI A SHORT WHILE AGO, I SAW THOUSANDS OF AMERICANS 
DURING MY VISIT TO VIET-NAM, AND HEARD NOT ONE COMPLAINT. 
I SAW CONFIDENCE, SPIRIT AND DETERMINATION. 

~3E £2·rRu·M·J.Ku-~14f39-:=-S:-·p9a~ 
I WILL GIVE YOU A DETAILED REPORT ON RETURN. I 
WISH TO EMPHASIZE NOW, HOWEVER, THAT THERE IS SOLID REASON 
FOR SATISFACTIONS AND OPTIMISM IF THE. TRUEPICTURE CAN BE 
SHOWNAND THE PUBLIC MADE IT. AMTO UNDERSTAND I 
CERTAIN THATnuR couNTRY CAN STEADILY B~ MOBILIZED IN 
SUPPORTOF OuR EFFORTS HERE. WE ARE WINNING-STEADY PROGRESS 
IS EVERYWHEREEVIDENT. 

PRESIDENTTHIEU AND VICE PRESIDENT KY BOTH5EEM 
DETERMINEDNOT ONLY POPULAR TO~O UNDERTAKE PROGRAMS 
GAIN BROAD PUBLIC SUPPORT,8UT SEEM TO BE 
RESOLVEDTO WORK TOGETHERIN UNITY. I MET AT LENGTH 
WITH BOTH OF THEM, AS WELL AS WITH MEMBERS OF THE UPPRR 

_ANDLOWERHOUSES AND LABOR LEADERS~UNIVERSITYPROFESSORS~ 
• AND STUDENT LEADERS. MY MESSAGE TO THEM WAS ONE OF UNITY, 

RECONCILIATIONAND COOPERATION. • • 

I ~ADE IT CLEAR 
/ 

TO THIEU, KY AND OTHER LEADERS THAT 
AMBASSADOR HADYOURFULLEST AND WAS THEBUNKER CONFIDENCE 

~A:= -~--i~uM··Jxt-l:r-0-9""9-E~ 4 4' 
SOLE SPOKESMAN FOR OUR COUNTRY IN VIET-NAM. HE ENJOYS 
UNIVERSALRESPECT. 

THE AMRASSAOOR GENERAL WESTMORELANDAND MEMBERS OF • 
OUR Cl\HL lAN ANO MTl17ARY tSTAl3l T5Jl~~NT5 UEltE' A'Rt CDN~IDEWT 



..SHOWNAND lUf fUBll.C MADE TO \JMO-ERSTAMDIT. 1·- AM -
CER-T.AIN THATDUR couNTRY CANSTEADILY BE MOBILIZED IN 
SUPPORTOF OUR EFFORTS "'ERE. WE ARE WINNING-STEADv-.,ROGRESS 
IS EVERYWHEREEVIDENT. 

PRESIDENTTHIEU AND VICE PRESIDENT KY B0TH5EEM 
DETERMINED NOT ONLY TO UNDERTAKE PROGRAMSPOPULAR TO 
GAIN BROAD PUBLIC SUPP0RT,OUT SEEM TO BE 
RESOLVED-TOWORKTOGETHERIN UNITY. I MET AT LENGTH 
WITH BOTH OF THEM, AS WELL AS WITH MEMBERS OF THE UPPRR 
AND LOWER HOUSES AND LABOR LEADERS, UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS 
AND STUDENT LEADERS.MY MESSAGETO THEM WAS ONE OF UNITY, /
RECONCILIATIONAND COOPERATION. • 

? 

I MADEIT CLEAR TO THIEU, KY AND OTHER LEADERS THAT 
AMBASSADORBUNKERHAD YOUR FULLEST CONFIDENCE AND WAS THE ... 

~-E~~uMc:11rL-1•q,0,g.~ 
SOLE SPOKESMAN FOR OUR COUNTRY IN-VIET-NAM.HE ENJOYS 
UNIVERSALRESPECT. 

THE AMBASSADOR, WESTMORELAND OFGENERAL AND MEMBERS 
OUR CIVILIA·N AND MILITARY ESTABLISHMENTS HERE ARE CONFIDENT 
OF 0uR SUCCESS.. WITH THEIR.WORK, WITH THE COOPERATION OF 
ALLIES, AND AT THE PRESENT RATE OF PROGRESS, I AM 
REASONABLY TO BE BETTER. SURE THAT THE NEws WILL CONTINUE 

THE CRITICAL FACTOR, OF COURSE, IS WHETHEROR NOT ,;·· 
THE THIEU/!{Y GOVERNMENT BROAD THECAN BUILD A STRONG BASE AMONG 
PEOPLE. IF THEY MAINTAIN THEIR PRESENT DETERMINATION, AND 
IF THEY MOVE QUICKLYTO IMPLEMENT THEIR PLANS, I BELIEVE 
THEY WILL. AMBASSAOR CAN BE RELIED ON TO ACHIEVE BUNKER_ 
THIS. 

MORETHAN EVER, I AMCONVINCEDTHAT WHAT WE ARE DOING 
HERE IS RIGHT AND THAT WE HAVE NO CHOICE BUT TO • 
PERSEVEREAND SEE IT TROUGHTO SUCCESS. 

SAGE 4==R-t#1~400--6 E:-sea=RS-T· 
A FULL, VERBATIM TRANSCRIPTMY DEPARTUREPRESS 
C0NFBRENCEf0LL0WS BY SEPARAT&.·-1CABLE. 

BELL 
BT 

.. 

PRESERVATIONCOPY 



SECRET 

Wednesday, November 1, 1967 
11:45 a.m. 

Mr. President: 

Thls CIA report on the training 
of negroes ln Cuba for disruptive 
actlvlties 1n the United States has been 
referred to the Director. FBI. You 
may wish Ma~v to solicit hla comment. 

W. W. Rostow 

SECftE'f 

WWRostow:rln 



------ 1.3(a)(4)
7 IL~ 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Honorable Walt W. Roatow 
Special Aaalatant to the President 

SUBJECT Training of Negroe• in Cuba 

Attached is a report which I believe will be of interesi"' 
to you. The aources of thia information are being identified to 
the Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

. .... -·· •• ••• ··-,-:t-•:,'l~
,d l ~ .. ,._, ...... whllt'i
Jvl 1--···-- .,.· 

Thom.a• H. Karameaaine• 
Deputy Director for Plans 

Attachment: a/• 

cc: The Secretary of State 

Director 
Federal Bureau of Inveatj.gation 

1.3{a){4) \ 

SANITIZED 
Authority NL'f O(cy ✓ o~5~H4 

By-QL, NARA,Date 1f1(02, -
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TRAINING OF NEGROES IN CUBA 

1. The following reports have been received from Cuban 
refugee sources concerning alleged Negro training schools which 
are located in the Santiago de Cuba area. 

2. A Cuban refugee who arrived in Miami on 
reported that she had been in contact with one 
in Cuba who told her that he was a member of an anti-Castro resis­
tance group which maintained contact with the United States. She 
claimed that she was invited by to join this resistance 
group but that she declined to do so. She described as 
a white man about 29 years old. According to source, before she 
departed for the United States in early October, --requested 
that she inform the United States Government that a Negro training 
camp has been in operation for some time at Playa Siboney {located 
near Santiago de Cuba). Source, claiming to quote said 
that these Negroes were being trained for subversive operations 
against the United States and their courses included English which 
was taught by Soviet instructors. The students were to be infiltrated 
into the United States through the normal airlift channel and would be 
claimed by relatives on their arrival. Their subversive activities 
against the United States would include sabotage in connection v..-ith 
race riots directed at bringing about a Negro revolution in the United 
States. According to the report, approximately 150 Negroes are in­
volved in the training program and some have already arrived in the 
United States and have been replaced by new students in the training 
camp. 

A former Santiago de Cuba who arrived in the 
United States on-1967, reported there is a training school 
about four blocks from Morro Castle in Ciudad Mar near Santiago 
de Cuba. All of the trainees are Negroes, some of whom are said 
to be from Africa. Source stated 11it is common knowledge among the 
area residents II that these Negroes are being trained to infiltrate the 
United States to stimulate unrest among American Negroes. Source 
later identified the exact site as La Estrella Beach Club, an exclu­
sively Negro beach club prior to 1959. 



···1 

.·~·,\.:~~ ~-
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4. A former Santiago de Cuba who arrived in 
the United States on:--1967, reported that ma-ny beach and 
summer houses in Ciudad Mar have been appropriated by the 
Cuban Government and are presently occupied by 100 to 150 young 
men from North Vietnam, North Korea, Africa, and Latin American 
countries. The entire area is restricted with only limited civilian 
traffic permitted in daylight hours. Source stated that at Playa 
Daiquiri, a former white beach resort approximately one hour 
southeast of Santiago de Cuba (and only 5 .. 10 minutes drive from 
Playa Siboney), there is a two-story white concrete building, a 
former private beach clubhouse, which is now used for classrooms 
for trainees. This area is secured by a barbed wire fence and 
has sever al guard posts. Orientals and Africans, wearing field 
packs, carrying weapons and being transported by Cuban Army 
trucks, have been observed in this area. 

5. A former Havana who arrived in the United 
States on-·1966, reported that an alleged guerrilla training 
school is located-1/2 kilometer from Guantanamo City on the road 
to Santiago de Cuba. Many Negroes, reported to have come from 
Africa, were observed in the school area. 

, .. •' 



Wednesday, November 1, 1967 
10:SS a.m. 

Mr. Prealdent: 

You m,lght be interested 1n thle 
personal _letter to me from Cy Sulzberger 
covering general lmpreeslons of South 
America ,and Afrca, plus Sec. Ruakte 
new ·son-in-law. 

W. ·w. Rostow 

WWRostow:rln 



Qtqt ~t\tt ·mo-rh<iUmta 
37 Rue ~aumartin 

Paris,FRANCE 

.Accra, Oct. 24, 1967 

C. L. SUL.ZSl!:RGER 

Dear Walt~ 

' I promised I'd write you after finishing my South American trip and~, 

being a· ma.n of my w0 rd,I do so although I realiy have nothing to say.That 

is,I don't have anything keft over from what r squeeze~ into my columns. 1 
.­

The Alianza arpproach is 9bv1ously a right approaqn. but:. the Augean stabl1EP 

is so enormous that I wonder if Uncle Hercure~ can :flush it out fa~ 

enough.If' one looks backward at what has been dong, the accpmplfmhmenta 

ar8°l truly 1mpressd.ve.~. But 1f one looks·~ foxwardi at what remaine,the prosl)ect 

is flabbergasting. My ea-sential feeling :f_s that the Alianza ne:eds more) 

executive coordination at the, top and~ a·. renewed 1 stress-; on its wish to 

1reform. and imppove EtQCieties~, to help the underdog. The old feudal 

famiJ.ie~ will resent this· but they can scarc&].y opt for Castro in 

exchange ·, • 

A's I wrote I think our arms poli'cy was:i being noneeneica.l but thank Hea~EF. 

w~ got out of that bin~.I wa~ most impressed with the quality of our 

embasa-,ies~; ( except in Venezuela) and also by the wisdom of some-· ambassa.-doret 

like TuthillJ in Rio and Hoyt 1n M0 ntev1deo who want to trim the Bi~ o:r· 

uselessly swoll1en staffs-- andl gat the USA out • of many us·8'less endeavors 

we drifted into.-~ That's about it,Walt.Afrioa- present~ even more, ghastly 

heauaches·,ala~. I gu.ea~ I'll! b8' on this: dreary continent at leas1i a month 
. 

more but if by any chance you wish tr;; write. me· I sugg~~ tlie abov.e 

address. Al] the warmE!st regard&·, ,!ft • , . 

P.S.Dean Rusks-a new son-in-law) has ·EPPJ~'i1i!R@Cae"i1i,olbtygal bonanza 
in both s·.A~ and A., quite apart fro11 oo - • . . 

_, - ' 

https://famiJ.ie
https://1mpressd.ve
https://enough.If


Wednesday, November l, 1967 
9:55 a. m. 

Mr. Pre a.ldent: 

Her-ewlth a better and more 
substantive speech proposed for 
Thursday morning. 

You may wish to read it before 
making a .final declalon. 

W. W. Rostow 

WWRostow:rln 



THE UNITED STATES AND ASIA 

\ 
(Draft Speech by the President on the 

., ' Occasion of Foreign Service-Day) -
'l 
' 

I am delighted to have this opportunity to meet 

with this distinguished company of members and friends 

of the _Foreign Service of the Un.ited States. It is 
I 

entirely fitting that we pause once each year to honor 

the men and women of the Foreign Service for their 

I 
s I• l 

[.important contributions--to our nation. i 
I .• 
l • 

'On this occasion, many _subjects might appr~priately 

be discussed, .,for the work of the Foreign Service is as 

broad and varied as the world itself. I have chosen to 

speak to you about one part of the world, Asia, whose 

importance to the United States has grown within our own 
j, 

lifetimes and whose future influence on our own peace 

and prosperity may be expected to increase. 



, . 

2 

When I was a boy, the term "the Orient" was· a 

synonym for what was strange and mysterious. My friends 
I 

,·) 
i 

and I never stopped to think that we in the West were 

perhaps as.strange and mysterious in Eastern eyes as 
I 
\ 
l

Orientals were in our~. 

In this attitude we were no different from most 

. I 
'' 

people in mo·st countries, and in all periods of history. 
I • \ 

I 
I• 

I 
r I 

I 

We defined "strangeness" as being different from our- ' 

, I 

selves. We didn't reflect that perhaps all nations I 
• I • 

and civilizations ·are strange. \. 
1· 

For man everywhere is strange and infinitely various. 

Each civilization has its own experience of the world .. 

Each has its own notions of what is "strange" and what 
\ 

is "natural." And if we in the West have now learned>·. 

\ 
that lesson, as I think we have, we owe this to the work 

that you and your predecessors have perfo.rmed . 

..__ - .-----. 

\ 

• \ 
• \ 
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Many of you here today extended our understanding 
. I 

I of Asia's richness and variety. In teaching us more I I 

I ! 
I 

l 
about Asia, you have helped us to understand ourselves better. 

I ' And you have done the !great work of eliminating the twin 
I 

. I I, 

superstitions· that are fed by ignorance -- one is the 
• I 

superstition that the patterns of any civilization can 

be easily transported to another. The other, its opposite, 
I 

\' 
is the superstition that there is an unbridgeable, gul ..f 

\. 

between East and West. Your own work demonstrates the'. 

falsehood of this time-worn platitude. 

Thanks in part to the work of the Foreign Service,·· 

indeed, we can now set about, in the East and West alike, 

to place our relations on a more realistic basis. 

\ 
, For more than a thousand years, Asia and t~e Western 

world have intermittently traded and traveled back and 

... 
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forth. But, for the most part, they went their separate 

ways. Only in the past hundred years has the imp,ct of 
I 

\. i 

the industrialized West on traditional Asia become the 

major·theme of Asian history. 

Over much of Asia the West imposed colonial systems. 

The West also powerfully influenced independent Asian 

states·through trade, cultural exchange and occasional 

armed clashes. 

The Western impa~t on. Asia has had two main 

. effects. First·, it set in motion a process of change, 

-
of political and economic modernization. Second, it\ 

; 

left a heritage of resentment against the West. 

The growing relationship between Asia and the West 

brought progress and mutual benefit, but was also 

marred by strife. The blind fury of the Boxers, the 

J 



I 

\ 
l 
I 

I 

i 5 
,j 

I I 

I 
aggressive·actions of the Japanese militarists, and the 

: I, 
I 

I 
·1 

bitter hostility of Maoist 
I 

China today, all have manifested; ·\ i. 

l 
I 

in different manner and degree the failure of Asia and 
\' 
, 

\ 
I 

' i : I ' 
l 
I I I I • 
I ,. ·,I. 

the West to progress side-by-side in harmony. I·. 

I • The dismantling of the outmoded colonial system ! . 

\ • 

following Wo.rld War II created ·a new basis for 
1 

relations I 

,, . between Asia and the West. A connnunity of fiercely 

i \ 
I 
I 
I \ 

I 

independent 

tion, either 

Asian states 

by the West 

has arisen. 

or by their 

They reject domina-
'-", ·->\\ ·'. 

\'. : 

1Asian neighbors. • .·, 

\ \ 

\ 

; ,, 

\ 

They will resist attempts to take them over, whether by 
; 

) 
i 

armed force or subversion. New and productive relation-

ships
1

have ·been worked out between these states\ 
\ 

\ 
and the 

West, facilitating the advance toward shared goals of 

l 

modernization and progress. 

The past few years have taught one simple lesson. 

\. • 
I 
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' \. 
\' 

This is that fastest progress toward the aspirations of 
\ 

Asian peoples· occurs where close and fruitful collabora-

\\ '· 
tion between free Asian states and Western countrie~.\ ·'-

. ' 
.. 

\ exists. Anti-Western, totalitarian, closed societies,\: 

imposed "out of the barrel of a gun" are not the answer. 

The United States has a long history of contact 

l with Asia dating from the time when the Un~te~ Statest I 
I 

1 itself was a colony and including our own brief flirta-. 

•tion with Colonialism in the Ph~°lippines. But only since 

World War II have the people of the United States come 

to realize that their destiny is linked with that of the 

peoples of Asia. 

We have come to recognize that in Asia, no less 

than in Europe, we have a stake in the principle that 

peoples should be allowed to live out their lives free 

• 
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'\· 
\ 

\,from forc-ible interference by powerful neighbors. And \ 
\ 

\, 

we have also come to accept that it is in our own 
I, 1 

\\ \ 

interest· that Asian peoples should progress toward their 
·,1 '. 

,\ 1, 

·, \ 
' 

\ 
1 goal of.modernization. Together with·like-minded state.,s, 

,. both Asian and non-Asian, we have worked hard to achieve 

, these ends. 
I 
I 
I , 

There is thus a harmony of interests betw~en America 

1and the emerging Asia. We seek for Asia the two essen-

tials flowing from her history: modernization and 

independence. This is what Asia seeks. So we can work 

tpgether in a common cause with Asia in the central role. 

I do not mean that all problems are solved -- far 

from it. A deep gulf between Western and Asian cultures 

continues to·exist. Misunderstandings will occur and 

recur. But the prospects for overcoming our differences 

• 

I 



----------

8 

and working together with goodwill-on common problems 

are better than ever before. , 

Of course, it is necessary for the United States 

and its alli~s to persevere in Vietnam. 'rhis we will 

do~ Eventually Hanoi will realize that its aggression 

against South Vietnam cannot succeed. Then resources 

which have had to be expended in war will be released 

for more constructive uses. And when that time comes, \ 
1 
I 

Hanoi will find us ready and willing to join with them I 

and others in·rapidly healing the wounds of war. 
. \ 
'' 
I 

, I 

i 

I have .said befoi:e that a peaceful Mainland China 
I 

. I 

is central to a peaceful Asia. We understand and sym-
I 

pathize with the desire of the Chinese people to assume 

an international role in Asia appropriate to their\_ 

I 

distinguished contributions to mankind. \' 

\ 
I 
\ 

--t­
'· ·••\\ 

\\\ '\ 
- \ \ ·, 

i 
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We do not believe that the hostility expressed 

today by Peking toward much of the rest·of the world 

\. 
\

will persist indefinitely. We look forward to the day l 
• I I 

I 

when belligerence toward the United States will moderate. 
1 

I 

. I 
We intend to continue seeking ways through which·the 

'I 

I • i 
I I 

blocked lines of communication between the people of the ,I 

! 
\' ' 
I .I 

I 

I 
I I 

United States and Mainland China can be reopened. 
, I 

But healing these misunderstandings is only one of 
I 

the tasks. Another is modernization and there are. 

formidable obstacles to modernization. The greatest\ is 

the need for food· enough to feed the exploding popula•tions •1 • 

'\\, ~. 
) of Asia~ They are not eating enough .food nor enougij., ·of 

. \I,
I , 

\ the right·kinds. And not enough progress is being made 

\ toward closing the nourishment gap. 

The nations of Asia, with the support of the 



10 

developed countries, should take as their goal closing 

the nourishment gap within one generation. Hunger has 

stalked Man through thousands of years of history. So 

this is a goal worthy of our best efforts. We should not 

waver. The means are at hand.to destroy this ancient 
'' 

enemy. It • can be done in one generation. • It would be:·· 

wrong .for the world to take longer. 

Let us consider what must be ·done to close the 

nourishment gap in one generation. 

First, it means that incomes have to be raised so \· 
l 

that the food that is· produced can be sold. Unless the 

I 

farmer of Asia has a good market he will not produce. , l 
'' 

Second, it means(the rural sector of Asia must be 

. I 
l 

modernized so that it can produce more. And this means 

• I 

education;_education of an entire generation of people. 

:I ' 

.. 
-- • ' 



\. 

I 
l 

i - i 
11 

For only education can break the bonds of traditionalism . I 
'I 

·, 

that enshackle 1enti~~ rural areas. And only a generation·:, • \ 

freed from these shackles can achieve real breakthroughs 

, I 

• I ,

in food production. Only a modern_minded rural sector 

will participate in the economy of the nation. 
\ 
I·. I 

ILet us not wait for the children of the 'rural people· 
\. 

to migrate to the cities to bring them the benefits 6f 

enlightenment. It is.as urgently needed on the farµ.i~ 
··'. ·:1 

Efforts in agriculture to date have frequently been
\ 
I 

limited to the small fraction of the farmers who are 

now part of the modern economy. In the short run this 

I 

pays off. But if we lift our sights to the t~sk'for 

the g~neration ahead of us the perspective changes: then. 

we see that it is not enough to work with isolated 

\. 
\ 
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1enclaves in the rural areas. There is time enough to 

do.the job right. And to do it right all the people 

must be included. 

Third, it means the urban sector must fabricate 

the tools needed on the farm and the goods to sell the 

farmer in exchange for his food. For unless the farmer 

has the 
\ 

tools and the prospect of a reward he will not 

produce,. 

Fourth, in order to achieve any of these steps, 

the growth of population must be stabilized. For the 

unbridled expansion in Man's numbers is the most basic 

barrier to success. 

In short, the war on hunger is as broad as the 

war on underdevelopment. 

Iii& 
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We must not be easily satisfied with half~\a~ measures. 
\ 

\ ' 

This m~ans that all of us -- developed and developing nations 

Alik~--must stay the course for a full generation--or more if 

need be. 

There is no need to despair. For much pr.ogress has 

be-.en made. Japan, Korea and Taiwan have virtually closed the 

nourishment gap .. New strains of rice in the Philippines 

i. 
give promise of_dramatic results. There is much the Asians 

have; learned; much they can teac;:h one another. 

And providentially, there is a new movement arising in 

Asia: the movement toward regionalism. There is a growing 

awareness in Asian countries of their increasing dependence 

on one another; _a growing desire to cooperate in quest of 

modernization~- Thus, through the development of regionalism, 

lessons learned in one part of Asia can spread throughout 

the area. 

-·- -----··---- ·- ... -· ,- . I -·--~- - - - --

• 



\ 
14· 

In this new trend the developed nations of the Pacific 

' 
Basin have an important and cooperative role to play in 

I I 

meeting XEH emerging needs. 

Speaking of the oncoming generation ot Asians, the 

dis~_inguished Foreign Minister of Singapore observed: "For 

Youth, anti-colonialism ispart of history and communism has· 

split: and lost its appeal in the process. Perhaps regionalism 

with.its promise of stability and economic progress will 

t be youth·, s hig concept for the future." 

But~·des?ite the best efforts of all of us, there will 

be times when acute shortages bf food develop; times when 

crops fa~il ~or reasons beyond the control of the nations and 

the farmers affected. 

Secretary Rusk spoke of the need to take concerted 

measures agaiµst such disasters a year ago when the Development 

• 
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Assistance Committee met in Washington. I have asked 

Secretary Rusk•, working with others in the U.S. Government 

to develop a plan for international action which, if agreed 

by other nations, would help to meet this need. 
\. 
I 
) 

I have spoken to you of the new synthesis emerging in 1 
I 

our relations with Asia. There are understandable resent-
, I 
'' 
I 

ments against the West of the past, but a new generation ofl 
I: I 

I 

I 

;. Asians is with us-which will not waste its heritage in beating 

the dead horse of colonialism nor be beguiled by the waning1 

I 

ideology 'of''conununisin•but has set for itself the reasonable, 

are 
goals of modernization and independence. These/visions we 

share. These-are goals we can support with all our hearts.I 
I \,
I 

·, ! 
: I Let conflicts and_misunderstanding be done anQ .in their
;I 
'1'. 

' ' 

place this resolve: that this.will be the last genefation in 
\ 
\. 

\ 

1! I: 

•· 



I 

I 

I· . I 
'' 

16 
I 
I, 

,I 

' 

': 
I 

\ 
Iwhich men go hunsry and children grow stunted by under-

. I 

nourishment. Let this resolve be the beginning of a new I , 

relationship between Men of the East and the West, a relation-~' 

ship that will endure and will lift the World to nobler purposes 

and deeper understanding. 

\ 
I 

" '· 

f 
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Wednesday, November 1, 1967 
9:15 a. m. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Herewith the information you requested on South Vietnamese casualties, 
broken down by: 

-- regular forces (ARYN); 

-- regional forces; 

-- popular force a. 

Broadly speaking, in the past, regular forces operated throughout one 
of the four corps areas; regional forces operated throughout a province; 
popular forces were tied to the defense of a hamlet or village, dealing 

•with attacks by local guerrillas. 

As you know, a considerable proportion of the regular forces have been • 
assigned to regular security duty in connection with pacification. 
Regular forces also· tim:lude air force and navy units, plus Iorces 
assigned to certain static defense tasks with respect to security of 
major urban areas. 

As the summary sheet· re.veals, the caau.altiea taken by regular forces, 
in relation to their numbers, are not much out of proportion: 46% to 54%. 
The popular force a do take casualties disproportionate to their numbers: 
35~ to 23%. This i a because VC tactics consist often in conce~trating 
i.n secret a sizable force and then jumping a village o:r hamlet under 
circumstpcea where the VC have initial tactical superiority. The 
popular forces then call in aircraft and other support. but bear the brunt 
of the initial engagement. 

W.W. R. 

Attachments 



South Vietnamese Military Order of Battle as of September 1967 

(in thousands} Percent of 
Total 

Regular 332.5 54· 
Regional 144.3 23 
Popular 141. 4 23 

Killed in first half of 1967 in: 

Rate per Percent of 
1,000 OB Total 

Regular 7.8 46 
Regional 7.4 19 
Popular 13.6 35 
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Table 4B • 
~ of' 3 

RVNAF-CASUALTD:S!/ 
(Regul.ar, Popular and Regional Force -

By RVN Corps, Are~} • 

• "\ ·: : : _-·_ ••.,:-~_;/" 

346 
8ll 

257 
736 
20 

1013 

tr Jul A 
COUNTRYWIIE 

:REGULARFORCES 
KIA 
WIA 
KIA/CJ.PT 
~ 

'm:GIONALFORCES 
KIA 181 • 96 

--- WIA 274 248 
MIA/CJ.PT 126 4 

10'rAL 581 3 

POFUIARFORCES 
XIA 
WIA 
MIA/C>.P'l 

'lOTAL 

!OTAJ.B 
~ 2621 3234 861 729 5612702 2095 

WI.A 5460 6733 47785516 1639 1492 1499
MIA/CAPT 1201 - 1671 11 10 242 208 1 

GRANDTOTAL 9282 11638 9407 '7383 2742 2429 2237. 

!,/ Data are from DIA workshee!ts based on US?-!ACVMilitary Report for period July 
on USHACVWeekly Summary and OPREP-5 for period September 25 to present. 

; I 

_ .... 

··• .. ·_· :-

3rd 
tr Jan Feb Mar 

347 482 

Oct Nov Dec Jun 
2nd 
Qtr 

1st 
Half' Jul 

1172 1526 
4 144 

1553 2152 

{!05188 164 626489 213 
1+65915 1494570335 363 
'42182 126 212 

1586 
8 44 

581 571 2332909 712 

179 265 
524 
286 

355 493 
66. 4 

876 568 833 

5519 665 853 
2072 1933 
911 8o6 

14387 1932 2280 
222 201 1210 

211167408 - 3215 2940 3003 105199148 3561 2721- 32653087 3057 4375 

l - September 25 and 

https://MIA/CJ.PT
https://KIA/CJ.PT
https://Regul.ar


Wednesday, November 1, 1967 

Mr. President: 

You have so many pr.oblems presented 
to you that I feel we sometimes neglect 
telling you when things go right .. 

Armin Meyer's letter (attached) 
thanking you for making the Shah's visit 
a great success is only the latest in a 
series of reports on the Sha.Hs deep satis­
faction. 

The Shah himself has also just sent 
the attached thank-you letter for your gifts 
and .congratulations on his coronation. No 
reply is needed since this is his response 
to you. 

w. W. Rostow 

Att: le Ltr from Armin H. Meyer, American Ambassador to Irana 
to The President., 10/21/67 

2. Ltr from the Shah to the President~ 10/24/67 
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Tehran, Octobel:' 21. 1967 

Dear Mr. Pl'es:tdent: 

Nothing since myreturn to Tehran (which was delayed because 
of temporaey duty at UN) has diminished my conviction that the 
Shah's visit to our aountx-y enjoyed success w'ithout precedent., 

.- In a letter to Secretaey Rusk I have suggested tha·t the two 
greatest gains we~e: a) the focussing of both li'anian and 
i\Jnet':lcan attention on the broad positive piotui,e rather than on 
bones of contention; and b), understanding each otheP'a problems, 
with each side taking th~ otherts problems :tnto account in the • 
shaping of policies. Both these gains, in my vi~ a~ the essenee 
of diplomacy. 

1 

The warmth which you and Mrs. Johnson and yotll!' White House 
family so grao:lous-ly etc corded His Majesty obviously moved him deeply.
The hospitality at the dinner and the mastex-stroke of pi,esenting
the Shah unscheduled to the legislatol'S in the East Room reinfolX.!ed 
the bonds of understanding and friendship which featured youX'tt-10 
tete a tete discussions with His Majesty. 

All in all, the visit exceeded out' fondest hopes.. As a_~esult,
Amel'ican-Ix,anian relations are he&lthiel' than ever. We shall still 
have problems (some of them unfortunately due to a lingering lack 
of Cortgl;'essional undet'standing) but thanks to ow President• his 
:lady and theix' Washington team (including Walt Rostow. Hal Saund~s 
and Bess Abell), we ·who serve you in ?ran are confident that this 
country will remain a bright spot for pl'ogress and a true friend of 
our countl'Y and the pcinciples for which it stands. 

Since,:-ely, 

Al"fnin H. Meyer
Ame:rican Ambassadot' 

The President 
The White House 



24th October 1 1967. 
f.. 

Dear Mr. President, 

It gave me infinite pleasure to receive your very kind 
letter of felicitations on behalf of yourselj and Mrs. Johnson on the 
occasion of the Coronation of the Empress and myself which coincides 
with my birthday celebrations. 

•I am deeply touched by the very kind words which you have 
expressed with regard to my country, the Empress and myself. 

It is a source of great satisfaction that the traditional relations 
existing between the United States of America and Iran have at all tbnes 1 

and in every circunzstance, been founded on co-operation, understanding 
and nzutual trust. 

I am particularly glad that the present occasion offers me the 
opportunity to renew my expression of deep admiration for you, Mr. President, 
and to wish you every success in leading the noble American Nation towards 
greater prosperity. 

The Empress and I have received, through the Ambassador, the 
beautiful silver-gilt dish, engraved·with your coat of arms and the Imperial 
embleni of Iran, and the interesting maps which you were so kind as to send 
us. ·we both wish to offer you our warmest and heartfelt thanks for your 
kind thought. 

•The E-rnpress joi1'?s me in-conveying to you, as well as to 
Mrs. Johnson, our best wishes for your contf,nued good health and happiness. 

Sincerely, 
-· 

The Honourable 
Lyndon B. Jolznson, 
President of the United States of America, 
WASHINGTON, D. C .. 
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CONPID:EN"fiAL November 1, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Your comments to the Malaysian Finance Minister about the need for more 
assistance in Viet-Nam generated some action. 

Through Secretary Rusk, the Malaysian Prime Minister has sent his 
assurances to you that Malaysia will not only continue to train South Viet­
namese officers, but will increase the size of that program. 

The Malaysians have also sent a note to the Department of State itemizing 
the assistance they have provided to South Viet-Nam. Their contribution 
is considerably greater than was described to you in the meeting with the 
Finance Minister. 

Over 5, 000 Vietnamese officers trained in Malaysia. 

Training of 150 U.S. soldiers in handling Tracker Dogs. 

- ... A rather impressive list of military equipment and weapons given 
Viet-Nam after the end of the Malaysian insurgency (for example, 641 
armored personnel carriers, 56, 000 shotguns). 

-- A creditable amount of civil assistance (transportation equipment, 
cholera vaccine, and flood relief. 

Our Ambassador to Malaysia, Jim Bell, is all revved up to work with the 
Malaysians on an increased program of training assistance for the Viet­
namese. I expect there will be some developments on this within the next 
month or so. 

Secretary Rusk undertook to convey the Prime Minister's assurances to you, 
and this memorandum.is intended to discharge that undertaking. 

W. W. Rostow 
Atta. 

MWright:hg 

CONE IDEN'IIAL-

https://memorandum.is


THE AMBASSADOR 

\. 

KE_DUT AAN 8ESAR MALAYS I A 

EMBA.SSY OF MALAYSIA 

2401 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N. w. 
• WASHINGTON, 0. C. 20008 

October 1.3, 1967 

The Honorable Dean Rusk 
The Secretary or State 
Department of St'-3.te 

.Washington, n.c. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

I yould refer to the conversation between the 

Honorable Tun Tan.Siew Sin, Minister of Finance~or Malaysia, 

and His Excellency Lyndon B. Johnson, President of the United 

States· of A.merica, on the afternoon of October 101 1967, at· 

the l..Jhite House. During that conversation the President 

touched on the question of training by Malaysia or more South 

Vietnamese officers in }fal,aysia. 

I have today been asked by Prime Minister Tun..lru. 

Abdul Rah.manto renew his assurances to the President that 

lhlaysia will not only continue to provide such training but 

also to give it to largar numbers of South Vietnamese officers. 

Please accept, Mr. Secretary, the rene"'9d assurances 
\ 

of my highest esteem and consideration. 

I Yours· sincerely,/ 
1 . , t--v·v h ... 
t~~:l,vv:__.:------

Ong Yoke Lin • · 

.. , ' 

\ 

https://St'-3.te
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THE AMBASSADOR 

• KEDUT AAN BES AR MALAYS I A 

f} J-:.~. 
EMBASSY OF MALAYSIA _..--

2401 MASSACHUSETTS _AVENUE, N. W. 

WASHINGTON, D ... C. 20008 

October 17,. 1967 
r·-·--

CONFIOK1TUL ACTION 
is assigned to 

The Honorable Dec..n Rusk 
The Secretary of State 
Departraent of State 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Further to my letter of October 13, 19671 . I att·ach 

herewith detailed information on the assistance Malaysia ha~. 
I ,;t-

givon to South Vietna~ •. 

Please accept, Mr. Secretary, the renewed assurances 

of my highest esteem and consideration. 

y~_0 
Ong Yoke Lin 

~ 
~ 

C) 

rn 
f) 

i 
I 
I 

r 

b 

~--\ 

""" <t 
'4 

())· 



- ' 

' 

. J 

! 

II • 

~~ ~ysia was the first·Asian count._ to provide training 

assistance 

Vietnam:.··~.

and military 

.... 

material to the anti-communist eff~rt·in South 

(A) ..Training Assiste.n~: 

Over 5,000 Vietnamese armed forces and police officers ·have been 

trained in Malaysia since 1956, the date of inception of training programme. 

Recent Figures : 

196.3 1141 

1964 699 

1965 764 

Upto September 

1966 

1967 

59,2 

840 

Total 4036 

(B) I.YJ,es of Training for Officers: 

(a) Senior advanced adminis~ration and police duties. 

:fl,?' 

(b) 

(c) 

Techniques of instructions, 
and general duties. 

·Police field force training. 

criminal investigation 

(d) Jungle warfare, riot control training and emergency methods. 

(e) Special branch. 

Cr) Special branch intelligence. 

(g) Set up of operations rooms and working of SWECand the 
maintenance of criminal records • 

.(C) Training for U.S. Soldiers in the handling of Tracker Dog~: 

· In 1965· .Alnerica.n soldiers were given training at Kota Tinggi in 

the handling or Tracker Dogs. The training programme involved the training 

or 15 . teams or 150 U. s. Army men and 30 British Labrador Dogs. They were 

trained by British ArmyExperts in Kota Tinggi, Johore. 

(D) l:!:i.lita.ry: M:1.terial : 

•(i) Vehicles : 

641 Armoured_ personnel carriers. 

2957 Items of various spare parts\ . 

https://l:!:i.li


= 2.=! 
. .i 

I 

• ·---.: (ii)• Weapons: 

Quantity~ 

(a) Steven-a Savage S/Gun 12-oore 2.3,.342 

(b)- Iver Johnsoll S/Gun 12.;.bore 22,.3~5 

(c) Winchester S/Gun P/A 12 • PV Bore 4,918 

.(d} • Remington S/GWl P / A 12-bore 4,~20 . ...~ 
- ,I... 

I(e) Carbine • .30 .' , 8.36 

(r) Carbine Magazine • .30 3,344 

(g} Carbine Bayonet 8.36 

(h) Browing Pistol 9 MM 4.36 

(i) Browning Magazine 9 ?-1M 450 
/ 

(j) Ammunition 12-bore 1,900,000 

(k) Ammunition • .30 carbine 3,000,000 

(1) Ammunition9 MM 1,000,000 

(iii) Weapons Spa.re Pe.rts Items: 

(a) Stevens S/Gun 12-bore 

..., (b) Iver Johnson s/qun 1?-bore (New) 

(c) Iver Johnson S/Gun 12-bore (Part-worn) 

(d) Remington P / A S/Gun 12-bore 

(e} · Winchester P /A S/Gun 12-bore. 
~ 

(f) Carbine .30 mark I 

~ (g) Pistol Browning Auto 9 MM 

(h) Pistol Signal No. 1 Mark V One Inch 

(E) Civil Assistance: 

(i) Spare parts by S/Halaysian Railways 

(ii} Gifts or 12 ~rk r' and 18 Mark II Wickham Trolleys 

(iii) 500 c.c. Anti-Cholera Vaccine in 1964 

(iv) Gift of M}.30,000.00 to South Vietnamese Government in 
December 1964 for.Flood Relier. 

----- : .-...: ·-- - .... .. -·.... . .•--:-...:·- :'.....-::.. -, 

https://M}.30,000.00
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(F) Pacification and Rural Development: 

·0n Juno 14, 1967, Malaysia sent a ranking "'ehree man mission 

headed by the Chairman of the Federal Land Development Authority to 
' • ' 
South Vietnam to study pacification and rural development programmes 

with a. view to recommending to the _Malaysian Government the most : 

effective ways by 'Which ~Ialaysia would assist Vietnam's development~ 

programme. This is manifestation of Malaysia's deep concern and 

interest re South Vietnam. 

, 

/ 



In an article entitled "Malay§ia: Key gea in Sou.th FR.st 

•t•Asiau in the. Jul:y 1965:.edijiion· of ·.Fo:rei[!n Affairs, ,e.n Ji.rn,g.rJcanqunrterly 

review,_Prime Minister Tunku Abdul Ra.hman said: 

"We look northward in Asia 'With equal anxiety. We see the 

unscrupulous advantage the Communists have taken or small and weak states, 

most.or whom have shaken off the burden of colonialism only to fall under 

the spell of Communism. Vietnam, in particular, has caused us great 

• concern, as we have watched the familiar Com.~unist pattern being re-enacted 

by the Hanoi Government, using the usual methods of infiltration, subversion 

and open aggression against South Vietnam, malting a mockery of the.Geneva 

Agreement of 1954. I recall that the very first foreign country I visited 

after becoming. Prime Minister or newly independent Malaya was South Vietnam 

in January. 1958. I declared then that the Communist aggr~ssion taking 

place both in V4laya and in South Vi~tne.rn was rightly the concern or the 

whole free world, and that our two countries were fighting in the front 
<f''./.. 

line of the battle for freedom. In 1960, I did what I could to help South 

Vi~tnam.in_its struggle against Communism. All the guns and ammunition 
.... 

and vehicles which had·become surplus to us as'the result of tho ending of 

our own emergency I had shipped to Saigon. We started our own aid program, 

quietly and iAthout publicity, to tra~n some thousands of Vietnamese in 

either jungle warfare or police administration; and we are continuing to 

\,., do so today. 

'ij "The long hiStory of aggressive action by North Vietnam and its 

"! · !I intensifications of hostilities in recent months more than justify the 
~ dl ~ . firm stand taken by the United States. We in Malaysia fully support 

i~ ~ Washington's actions. Past experience has clearly shown that the Communists
3~~ -..

will back down whenever they are faced with detennined and definite 

Q~,. opposition. CUba, the Berlin Blocke.de and the incidents in the Tongkin 

~ Gulf, each of which }~le.ysia completely supported at the time, are testimony 

to this. We can1:ot~_ ~~~~-v~r, ienore the fear felt by !1anY nations that 

https://Blocke.de
https://Vi~tne.rn
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Malaysia's diplomatic support for South Vietna.o/American 
effort in Vietnam 

E.O. 12356, Sec.3.4 
.,NfJ 9 - 7'-

e, ....... -.)iiii ...... , NARA,Date. 1- 11• '~-

In an article enti tJ.ecl 11H~J&s=i-"a ....:_ ...K_"""'ey-.._gt.;:·::...e;:,;::;.,a~i;,;-.,;;nSo.;-..u:;;:;.t_h.:;....;;;E;;.;.R.;.st 

:re_view, Pr:bne Minister Tunku Abdul &.hma.nsaig-: 

"Welook northward in Asia with equal anxiety. we· see·the 

unscrupulous advantage the Communists have ta.ken of small and weak ~tates, 

most of whom pave shaken off the burden of colonialism only to fall under 

the spell of Communism. Vietnam, in particular, has caused us great 
/ ·..., 

concern, as we have watched the familiar Com.~unist pattern'being re-enacted 

by the Hanoi Government, using the usual methods of infiltrat_ion., subversion 
,:rt . 

and open aggression against South Vietnam, malting a mockery of the Geneva 

Agreement of 1954. I recall that the very first foreign country I visited 

after becoming Prime Minister of newly independent Malaya was South Vietnam 

in January. 1958. I declared then that the Communist aggr~ssion taking 
...... 

place both in ¥~laya and in South Vietnam was rightly the concern of the 

. whole free world, and that our two countries were fighting ~n the fro~t 

line of the battle for freedom. ·In 1960, I did \.lhat I could to help South 

Vietnam in its struggle against Communism. All the guns and ammunition__ 

and vehicles which had·become surplus to us as the result of the· ending of 

our own emergency I had shipped to Saigon. We started our own aid program, 

quietly and·vithout publicity, _to train some thousands of Vietnamese in 

either jungle Yarfare or police administration;· and -weare continuing to 

do so today. 

"The long history of aggressive action by North Vietnam and its 

intensifications of hostilities in recent months more ·than justify the 

firm stand taken by the United states. We in Malaysia fully support/ 

Washington's actions. Past experience has clearly shown that the Communists ~ 

Yill back down whenever ~Y are faced :with detal"mi;;a And dAf'init.~ ~ 
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the war in Vietnam may escalate into such proportions that an ultimate 

peaceful solution becomes impossible~ We, therefore, welcome President 

Johnson's statement that the United States is re~dy to negotiate without 

.. any precondition. His proposal for a massive aid program to Southeas~ 

Asia· clearly shows that the United. States is seeking neither ·political 

nor military conquest,. but desires~ only an honora.ble settlement· or the 

Vietnamese problem. 

11From our own experience it is our belier, however, that the 

final answer in Vietnam does not lie in either anns or economic aid but 

in the hearts and minds or the people. The present state of affairs in 

South Vietnam is due to a lack or ideological response to an ideological 
.f 

challenge. Political instability in Saigon has drawn attention away from 

the basic principles of freedome for which South Vietnam has been fightin~ 

The Republic of Vietnam must be given time to reconsolidate itself on ·~ 

these principles and its people must have an opportunity to understand 
,I 

that democracy is worth fighting and dying for. In the long run, the 

present military involvement by the United States can only be temporary; 

but it will provide that essential time. In our view it is imperative 

that the United States does not retire from the scene;· such action would 

create en ideological vacuum wich only the Communists would exploit. 11 

On 22 August 1966 Prime Minister stated in Parliament: 

"The South Vietnamese have every right to defend their territorial 

• integrity by whatever .means available to them. So the request by friendly 

nations to help them including America shows the extent or their plight as 

otherwise they would be wiped out by superior forces a~~ed by outside p~wers." 

0n· 20 January; 1967 Prime Minister st.ated in Parliament: 

~The intention of the Comnnmists is nqt j~ to ta.lee over South 
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that democracy is worth fighting and dying for. In the long run, the 

present mL. Jary involvement by th~ United .tes can only be temporary; 

but it will provide that essential time. In our view it is imperative 

. that the United States does not retire from,,, the scene; such action would . 

11create an ideological vacuum \./hich only the Conununists would exploit. 

On 22 August 1966 Prime Minister stated in Parliament: 

"The South Vietnamese have every right to defend their territorial 

integrity by whatever.means available to them. So the request by friendly 

nations to· help them including kerica shows the extent of their plight as 
I 

otherwise they would be wiped out by superior ~orces aided by outside powers. 11 

en· 20 January 1967 Pr:i.me Minister st.ated in Parliament: 

•.... 

11The intention of the Cormmmists is not_ jtrS'c, • to take over South 

Vietnam. They will not stop there. They will carry on and on until they 

succeed in taking over every country in the world. .Americans felt that 

one of the ways of shortening the war is to bomb military targets in North 

Vietnam." 

. 
' 

/ 

,'' 

. ·";,,· :,, 
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On S~ptember 16, 1967, Prime Minister stated in London at 

!P!3 Co1mnonwealt.lJ.Prime Hini§ters' Conference that. wi.thout the help 

and encouragement given by Communist China North Vietnam would not have been 
" 

able to carry the war into the territory of South Vietnam. Had the 

Americans not gone to the assistan~e of South Vietnam, North Vietnam 

which had go~ its forces into the south could occupy the country through 

military means. If this kind or Communist aggression was allowed to 

succeed the Prime Minister qontinued·, it ·would be a matter of time before 

they marched through and militarily occupy the ·whole of Asta. Prime 

Minister went on that those who criticise the Americans for their 

assistance to South Vietnam should not be blind to the intervention of 

Communist powers in the war in Vietnam. 

On 21 September 1966M3.le.ysia together with Thailand and 
I 

·Philippines spearheaded "An Asian Initiative" a.t the United Nation_s to 

get North and South Vietnam to settle their dispute by negotiation. 

Deputy Prime Minister, Tun Abdul Razak stated in New York: 

"Ourmain concern is to bring the conflict from the battle 

ground to the Conference Table. I will raise the Vietnam issue at the 

United Nations as it has now become our main concern. This situation 

constitutes a very real threat "t:o the peace and security of South East 

Asia. _Malaysia, Thailand and the Philippines \All make an appeal to 

the North and South Vietnam to settle the dispute by negotiations." 

https://Co1mnonwealt.lJ


OCTOBER27, 1967 

Dear }!?:. Ambassador: 

I have conveyed to the President th~ 
a.sst..rranccs of P:ri.;·:1~H:I..nlster Tunku Abdul Rahman 
as se:t forth 1.n your letter 0£ October 13, 1967. 
The dotc:li led inf 01:;n.::::tion contained in your letter 
of October 17 'Wi'.!9 nlso very uneful. 

We ar.c most appreciative of Mnl.eysia's past 
contribtJt:tonn to the cause in V:tet-Na~11, vital as 
tt is to both cur national interests. 'Xhat: the 
Prit10 l!in:tstcr ts mJ;,,,..prcpt:rcd to .c.cccpt a l~rz!-ir 
11u.,nb~r of Victnan:t-.$e of::1.ccnJ for spcc:tal pol:tce 
training is hldecd hea!"tcL1:tn3. I un<.k::;:.-stcnd this 
program ha.~ been very helpful. 

tJe also ndrrrb:e the ~my in ,,mic'h. 2-falaysia' is 
sha:rinz a .rich c:~;icricnce throttr:;h Tl.tn !(azj,k I s 

/ 
<levelo-?:!lCnt sc:ri.in,'1rs. .i..s you ht..1ve dc,r..-ons t:rat:cd, 
the skills of' rm:al arc csccntial todC"'\TOloz.rc:-:.t-2!nt 
peace, ~;hich is the ultb-:-2tc goal we all seek in 
Viet-:1f.!n. A. traininz~ prozrzm for 3.ppropriatc • 
Vietnar['.:cso officials, conc:uctc.d D.t 0110 of your 
<levelopri:(?.nt slt0n, coulcl s:tgntflca:1t:ly n.dvnnca the 
st:ru3glc to brii:13 pc~ce tmd ac1"!:tc7o a better life 
for tho conJ--:2.:;cous pco:,le· oZ Vict-l~a:i. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ 
Dean Rusk 

lU.s Excel.lc1:1cy 
Tan Sri Ong YoketLin, Clearances: 

Arn.basaador of Malaysia. 

,;1· 

DECLASmllID 
E.O.12356;Sec.3.4 
;NJJ .9'1-~~71, 

By ' ; NARA,'Datc1-/p~.S-

J 
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Wednesday, November 1, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR MARVIN WATSON 

SUBJECT: U. S. Delegation to Ceremony Dedicating the Mangla Dam 
in Pakistan (November 23) 

I think you know that the President has asked Averell Harriman 
to head the U. S. delegation to this ceremony. The project is the larg­
est of the $1 billion in works financed under the_ Indus Basin Treaty. 
We a.re the largest single contributor in a club of 8 donors. 

Harriman is having a rough time getting people from Congress 
to join the delegation. With Senator Mansfield talking about adjourn­
ment that weekend, nobody wants to be away during the last minute 
rush. 

Averell wonders whether there are any governors or others 
that the President would like to honor by naming them to this dele­
gation. Candidates who have occurred to him are Governors ConnallYJ,, 
Guy and Rampton, as well as people like Pat Brown. 

Harriman has room for pe:i;ha..ps four such people if the President 
wants to send them. Their wives would also be invited. Would·"¥oll: 
check this with the President? 

W. W. Rostow 

EKH/vmr 
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Wednesday, November 1, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. President: 

Attached is today• s political 
situation report on Viet-Nam. 

W. W. Rostow 
Att. 

"81!:Cl'lE'F--/EXDIS .ATTACHMENT 



SECRET/EXDIS 

Viet-Nam Political Situation Report 
November 1, 1967 DE~ 

E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
m1 ,2i!-rz•

Installation of New Government By <~ , NARA, Date 1--1~-f.:,-

Thieu and Ky were inaugurated in a brief but impressive 
ceremony on October 310 Thieu's inaugural speech stressed the 
same three themes which he highlighted in his speech to the 
Senate two weeks ago: building democracy, restoring peace and 
reforming society. 

Thieu has announced the appointment of Nguyen Van Loe as 
Prime Ministero Thieu has asked the members of the present 
Cabinet to remain on until Loe 
within a week. Thieu has also 
a brief opening session. 

forms 
inaugu

his 
rated 

government, 
the Lower 

hopefully 
House in 

Vice President's Conversations 

Thieu expressed to the Vice President full awareness of 
the public opinion problem in the United States. The Vice 
President specifically cited corruption, the performance of 
the Vietnamese arrred forces, and the refugee problem as parti­
cular problem areas in American public opinion. The Vice 
President also suggested to Thieu that the new government's 
first few months were extremely important. 

The Vice President also explained U.S. public opinion 
problems to Ky, and suggested that the Vietnamese Government 
might wish to strengthen its information services. 

The Vice President met at lunch with a group of Vietnamese 
political, labor and academic leaderso He stressed that the 
success of the new government was vital to both Viet-Nam and 
the United States and that progress during the next six months 
was crucial. He also emphasized the importance of cooperation 
between legislative and executive branches in the months 
ahead. Phan Quang Dan, prominent Constituent Assembly Deputy 
and unsuccessful Vice Presidential candidate, stressed that 
the Vietnamese Government and people must play a larger part 
in conducting the affairs of their country, now_ that there is 
a constitutional systemo • 

-S ! CM T /l!:Xfl I:, 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Wednesday - November 1, 1967 

Mr. President: 

l wonder whether du.ring your conve:r­
sation with President Diaz Orda~ you 
raised the problem which the Ford 
Motor Company is having 1n Mexico? 

1! so. did President Diaz Ordaz react 
favorably to the appointment of r.ep­
reaentatlvea to look into it'1 

W. ~V. Rostow 

I did not r.a.ise it 

I raised it, see m.e .-



CON.P IDEN lIAL Wednesday - November 1, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE. PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: President Frei's Arms Limitation Proposal 

Yesterday President Frei made a ppblic call £or the La,tin Am-erican 
countries to llm.it their acquisition of new milita:ry equipment. He 
asked that his statement be brought to your attention. 

The Frei proposal is an exhortation rather than a specific proposal. 
It is a plea against an arms race which would drain resources from 
development and be contrary to the spirit of economic integration 
and the Alliance for Progress. Frei specifically disclaimed passing 
judgment on purchases which governments might have made in ex­
ercise of their sovereign rights. He said that what is need'ed is 
specific agreements to carry out the arms limitation pledge made 
by the Latin American Presidents at Punta del Este. But he added 
that he was not proposing an arms limitation conference, although 
Chile would attend l! some other country took the initiative. 

The statement puts Frei on the side o! the angels, but it does not 
get us very, far down the road of specific agreement on arms limit­
ation. On the contrary, this kind of grandstand play without care­
ful advance preparation with other governments is likely to do more 
harm than good. 

The origin of the Frei statement goes back to a conver-sation which 
Secretary .B.usk and Covey Oliver had with •unbassador Tomic follow­
ing the swearing in of Ed Korry. Tomic was told that we would 
welcome a Latin American initiative aimed at restralning ,an arms 
buildup. He passed this on to President Frei, who quickly embraced 
the idea and asked if we would back him.. State said yes, pointing 
out the need to do careful homework with other countries before 
making a public statement. State also said that once public statements 
of support for Frei's initiative are forthcoming, we would make a 
supporting statement. 

In themsence of a favorable response !rom several oi the lai:ger 
Latin American countries, it would be a inlstake for us to endorse 
Frei. It would make him look like a stalking horse for us. Given 
the attitude of the military in Peru toward Chile and toward us on 
the Mirage deal, it would undo whatever chance is left to get the 
Peruvian military to reverse their decision on the Mirages. 



CONF10EN'I'lAL ·-2-

We will fo1low Latin American reaction to the Frei statement and 
let you know how it fares. In the meantime, i.£ Qeorge Christian 
ls asked about your views on the Fr.el proposal, I recommend he 
say: 

11We fully sup,ported the Declara~tion of the 
Latin Americau Prealdents at Punta del 
Este on arm;a Umitation, and we will 
suppor"t auy Latin American initlati e 
to implement this Dec'la.ratlon. We be­
lieve that any agreement ls be·at achieved 
by the Latin Americans working out an 
understanding among themselves as they 
did in the case of the Latin American 

- Nuclear Fr,ee Zone. We are prepared 
to lend every ·appropriate assistance 
toward that end if it is deal:red by the 
Latin American governments. u 

l have checked this language with Covey Oliver. 

W. W. l\ostow 

cc - George Christian 



\\7ednesday - November l. 1967 

Mr. President: 

Attached is a. lette1· of comn~endation to Tom lv!ann for 
hia contribution to the Chatni?.al Settlement. 

I have asked John w~c·y what governm.ental civilian award.a 
are available in caso you wish to give him an award :as the 
Mexicans are going to do. 

Bill Bowdler checked Ton1 on the letter to Sayre before we 
s ont it to you. 

\V. W. Rostow 

Attachment 

https://Chatni?.al


October 31, 1967 

Dear Tom: 

During the ceremony at the Ch.ci.mizal Monument 
last Saturday, I thought of the great service you 
had rendered to your country and to me by work­
ing out the Chamizal settlement. We were the re 
because your imagination, persistence and -~kill 
had found a formula which local, state and federal 
officials on both sides of the border could accept. 

President Diaz Ordaz said in his address that 
:Mexico would bestow its highest honor on you. 
This is a measure of the esteem in which you 
are held by our neighbors. 

Your own government and countrymen are deeply 
grateful for your contribution, as I am person~lly. 

Sincerely, 

11:r. Thon-ias C. ?viann 
President 
Auto1nobile Manufacturers Association 
1619 Massachusetts Avenue, N. W. 
\\tashington, D. C. 20036 

LBJ/ VTGBowdler:mm 


