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-The neople who sat in darknesz have scen a great light; they that
dwell 1n the land of ‘the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.
: . y ")' ~Isaiah 9:2 A ;

Moses' exploits in leadlna the childron of Israel out of Egypt, once dull

» ‘as dust - leap%'with frout page ap»licability., The Red ea, Sinai Peninsula, -

the Necev,_Jordan and Jericho - are *hlngs we talk about at breakfast._

: Moses thought he hasd escaped thc cries of hls oppressed countrymen when he

\fled to-Midian,.tBut a&s he watched hls fatver-in-law's flocks hgmheerg_the

freedoms.

. u

f'wfvoice of God remind him - "The slaves of Egypt are your brethren - go, lead

i

4 ;q them to7freedom;".'He‘was'ennoyed - e remembered them as .a-shiftless lot,

crude, unreliable; shrft%ess - peonle wlth whom he'd prefer not».e associateﬂrf

' So he began making excuses - "I don't speak well - I don't have the fects -

' *wgfsend someoneeelse . God's promise that He - would be with him came with such

"fauthority, when Moses appeared»before Pharaoh he declared with unmistakable

power - "Let my people go!" & Mg g R .f" 5

Alone, we shirk responsibillties, uallying our small capacities. With

the assurance which comes from prayer and worship and study - we take on a
reflects :

'f boldness whlch/hhx the voice of God.

~The rhythm' of hlstory brings alternating moments of darkness and’ lipht.

'Uhen Constantinople fell in 1453, men feared that civ111zation vould end; :;'f

but the fleeing scholars carrled with them the sparks that ignitsd the

- the penniless monk
Renalssance. What could have been more futile ‘than for/Martin Luther

“to speak his mind to Charles the Fifth ruler of most of Europe and a

*?_conslderable-portion of -the New World? 0“?“9£~EB§§_§}EES§}°aWG our religious

-

Today, weoseem tb«be surrounded by insoluble oroblems. Irresistible

‘%? forces appear to bs aporoachlnq ‘avpoint=gl- collision with immovabla objects.

I/MJ/"1 W

- The most 1mmed1ate and demanding conflict arises from the demand of racial-
be given

" winorities to/xnsmx all‘the rights and oriv1lczes it has been the good fortune

of the majority to achieve. The race problem can no longer ‘be evaded either -

in the North or South - in thls country or - abroad Seemingly impossible

4l questions must be’ answered,- @nd this w111 require aven wore good will than

brains.

i NS L . i b i o



- '
.e S o
a “ - TR e e g IO |

e a5 i e i, Kot o %

e oy St o koA

SRR T o G A P

PSR PR C
B ~e

S~ = g

&-

':rjProbably the only effective way out will ‘be to provxde better schools for

~",everybody,‘and develop a more inclusive type .of community life. The effort :

involved’ 1is prodigious, but the end result will benefit everybody. Our

qwlives w111 be far richer as our society becomes more inclusive. Isn't this';
Lf‘ what our Lord Christ prescribed - love the brethren,.bear ye ona’ another's f‘
ffgj:burdens; to whom much is given, from h1m shalllmuch be required. Now we are

{fseeing the'praqmatic necessity of what we once thought impractical idealism -

H

"1;and we can speak with power because we are now aware of God's strength

a0 fortifying us - as it did Moses.'

Getting Catholics and Protestants together anpeared ten years ago’ as
who

‘wababout the W1ldest idealism imaginable; We/have been separated by languaze,“
f_education, social and econcmlc barriers - today ‘are allowing the Holy Spirit

}to lead us 1nto an 1hcreasing number of 1nt1mate contacts,—- and a united

-,

N, P AN < J"

~€f}fforce for Good is becoming a p0531bility. . Some deeply loved pregud&ces/must
‘;be put aside - and a. great deal of serious thinking done in all sectors of th

: camp - but God is working His purpose out, innalidating what ‘seemed & stalema

3) \{ The overshadowing problem before us is-in ths international realm. .

_Communism seems to be an irresistible force - and we assume that we are an“'

fﬂimmovable object. Geographically, Communism is getting closer and closer

to us, \guba~is\a‘toe-hold 1n thls hemisphere, and " there is 11ttle reason to

'r‘things. Hany people arc badly scared - and 1t's almost impossxble to think

' :straizht ‘when we are frightened. Bmtxthexsxtuakzanxzxzfexzﬁzemhopeiexx.

West Berlln and Hong Kong are quite literally within the jaws of Communism

'fIf their psychology were our psychology they would be gloomy, deoressed soots
"‘On the contrary both cities are enjoying a building boom, while the visitor

_ \
- 1is astonished at the vigor of. life._ The uommunists are uO m1188 from

He151nk1, Vlenna, Trieste - and- yet these comrunities are less concerned

“about the threat they offer~than are Dallas, Phoenix, and Seattle, The close:

-

we get to the real Reds the less we are intimidated by them - and the more

{ e e T oo WRERSCHILISEMUSIICHEIY 1 TS ST GSET
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timulate our minds and hoarts.

- The economlc oroblem is 31mpler than is commonly ass umed Even the f’ <

T
»cursory presentation of LIFE magazine this weekd, bearsmthis puts Both pure

'L.Communism and pure Caoitalism are the creation of fevered 1maginations.

‘@;There lo an 1ncreasinc amount of private enterprlse in Communist countries,

has seen relalively few instances ef their willingness or ability to make

iy many -send their children to public schools
\~“wnile even the rankest: capitalist rides over state-owned roads ,/puts up w1t‘

.1 ffvmany soclalistic practises (such as old-age paym nts). The problem of the
'1fﬁvfuture is to discover what can best be done by the 3tat° and What can. beSt

: pbe left to private enterprise.,

"Ths more serious threat of Communism of course 1s political To those

frfwho have llttle, it promises much - it fires hopes,- sven ‘though the world .
§'”7j_good on such promises. As a2 nation we are called upon toclive‘up'to our

"iand erase the dark blots on our life, we have nothing ‘to feer for ourselves.

" As’ for . the rest of the world -~ it is most difficult to devise ways of

":;Qf'hearted

'”‘cxportinq democracy

When we read the paper or listen to the radio or TV - and learn of

'"-problems popping up all’ over the world = .even the bravest of us grow faint- 3

The years_ahead will be painful, oustoms which seem an ‘essential part of
1life may have to be given’up. Opinlons we have held tenaclously may be ;

proven false;-iPhysical and. emotional landmarks may be swept aside. We may

" be compelled to think new thoughts.ano‘walk'in new paths, Emerging young

. men and women who will gradually take over with more_understanding'than we

. Jhave known, The future looks terrible, but with guidance from God (ss in

3 \
s N

have had, Necessity will compel them to rise to greater heights than we

every strateglc juncture of hlstory) Pe w1ll 1nfuse ‘2 new lactor into the

\

equation - sonething we could never suspect as a po '1bility - to make the

f‘uture glorious. S R --]:4,-

- .,;x

S
i

i
"
f’w
i

”i, profession of "liberty and justice for all, If we set right the inequalities

e s et ot e o 1
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The polltical complcxitles of our involvement in an undeclared war,

"uin Vletnam ars so baffllng that I feel presumptuous even in askina questlons.

(“_ 2.8 [q_l/a“d

:But since there is g rather aeneral convxotlon that what we_are doing in

b e s

-f:i.Vletnam is wrong (a convxctlon voiced by leaders of natlons traditionally

o

'"flﬂlour frlends - leading mllitary experts - and the rank and file of American

lzf'fcitlzens)‘- we wonder if some logical, straightforward explanation might be

:gff{given w1thout endanaerlng whatever military or. political advantage Wa hold.

Relatlvely few of us plan even the mildest form of dlsloyal actlon Tl -t

:“‘.agalnst constituted authority. We know the neceessity o:wsupportang our

“‘*;leader; But we cannot close our Christian eonsciences to consideration of

'”7:ithe rightness of actions as they are reported to us,: perhaps erroneously,
'”uperhaps for good cause (of which we have not been apprised). We are appalled

tfl_that'apparently this is the only war 1n_our history whieh:has.had three times

as many viwilian caguxiiiax as mllitary'casualties. It is particularly

. regrettable that to wost nationsTof the world) the struggle's purpose appears

‘.. as neo- colonialism. We are mystlfled by news atcounts suggesting that our’

':brave flghtlnz mnits are 1nh1bited by dlrectives and inadequate equipment

‘*ﬁifrom using their capacltﬂes to terminate the confllct successfully.

' While pledginﬂ our qualty - we ask respectfully, WHY?
We know we must avoid the oversimpliflcation whlch views the war as -

strugqle aaalnst a monolithlc Communism.
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In general, this is a conservative estimate; but it is not a bad thing to build
our plans on conservative estimates,

The one danger, of which Dick Helms is aware, is that the underestimate .
of guerrillas in 1966 be taken out of context and distorted, if leaked. They
have tried hard to avoid that possibility.

I told Dick that the one sentence I would challenge is the marked sentence

on page 1. I agree that the guerrilla figure was underestimated in 1966;
but we have suffered in other areas from overestimation as well as under=-

estimation in dealing with Communist capabilities., But that is not important,

W. W.R.









6. Attached hereto are an Introductory Note and the Con-

clusions of the Estimate.

D
Richard Helms
Director

Attachments = 2
1) Introductory Note
2) Conclusions







_estimate we have concentrated on reaching the best judgments of the
current strength of the Communist forces and, because of incomplete and

unreliable basic data, we have not attempted to reconstruct Communist

strength retrospectively.

Reservations with respect to evidence are explained where appro=-
priate in the individual sections of the estimate. The main conclusions
which follow, however, allow for such uncertainties in the supporting
intelligence, represent our best appreciation of the overall situation as
it now stands, and are based on the assumption that there is no radical

change in the scale and nature of the war.
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—SECRKET -2-

accepted ICEX at the national level, an increase in US/GVN province pacification
planning for 1968 has been accepted by the Government of Vietnam. This should
‘give the U.S. a firmer control of pacification resources and, properly utilized,

- . will provide the Province Senior Advisor with another source of control.
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Regional and Popular Force contacts with enemy forces continue to

increase, particularly on night operations, demonstrating an improved
active defense capability. There were two significant contacts during the
months. Five Regional Force companies engaged an unknown size Viet Cong
unit on October 20, southeast of Phu Cat and were supported by U. S.
artillery, gunships and tactical air strikes. A supply dump believed to be
North Vietnamese Army was captured and ten enemy were killed. The other
action was at Ninh Hoa in which Regional and Popular Forces were the first -
units into action, supported later by Republic of Korea forces. The overall
favorable kill ratio for October was 2. 3 to 1 (versus an average of 2. 5 to 1).

Korean forces provided protection for the rice harvest and the Lower House
elections in the coastal provinces. In addition to the several skirmishes near
Tuy Hoa, a major fight erupted mid-month around Ninh Hoa in which elements
of the 188th North Vietnamese Army regiment attempted to reassert their
influence over the population and to gain badly-needed food supplies. The
area was cleared by October 28 with remarkably few civilian casualties in view
~of the North Vietnamese Army use of innocent civilians as human shields through-
out the action. The restraint offered by the Korean Army, however, was paid
for by a greater than normal casualty rate and a lower kill ratio than in
September 4. 5 to 1 versus 5. 4 to 1).

There were no significant changes in the status of our lines of communication
in the II Corps during October.

Major emphasis was placed upon 1968 pacification planning which, for the first
time, will integrate both military and civilian aspects of the program.

The Government of Vietnam refugee officials are becoming increasingly
responsive as evidenced by their rapid reaction in providing rice, cement, and
roofing to refugees generated by the battle of Ninh Hoa.

At the direction of the Commanding General of 1st Forces, intensified emphasis
has been placed upon rice control with plans consisting of both protection of the
harvesters and immediate removal of harvested rice to secure areas. In

addition, plans have been prepared to collect or destroy rice in Viet Cong-
controlled areas.

As a result of increased emphasis upon attacks on the Viet Cong infrastructure,
67 Viet Cong cadre were killed and 392 captured during October.

The voter turnout for the Lower House elections was 81,2 percent. It was
anticipated that there would be a dramatic drop from the 88. 4 percent experienced

~—SEGRET ___
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