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4, -('S(The US Marines will continue to occupy A-4 (Con
Thien) until after the monsoon and the tactical situation permit

the transfer of responsibility to the ARVN,

5. (’S’{It is significant to note that US elements are in
position to reinforce and influence the action in the entire

DMZ area,

6. 457 It is recommended that a copy of this memorandum

be provided to the President.

EARLE G. WHEELER
Chairman #
Joint Chiefs of Staff
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
THE NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20315

9 November 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I attach a memorandum reporting
on the meeting of Secretary McNamara,
General Wheeler and myself with General
Eisenhower today. General Eisenhower's
principal comments are contained in the
last paragraph. As indicated, I will
be furnishing him additional information
prior to his TV appearance late this
month, (He plans to tape it on 24 Novem-
ber; it will be broadcast on 28 November. )

2 )
1 Att A { GOODPASTER

as Lieutenant General, USA
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THAT THEY MUST BE WILLING TO NEFT WITH THE PRESS AND SHOW THEM

WHAT THEY ARE DOING IN THEIR AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY.- PR

5. MY STAFF HAS ENTERED INTO DISCUSSIONS WITH JUSPAO

- 'TO DETERMINE IF IT VWILL BE POSSIBLE TO ARRANGE WITH THE GVN
~TO HAVE JOINT US/VIETNAMESE DAILY BRIEFINGS ON THE WAR. AT
"PRESENT, THERE ARE TWO SEPARATE BRIEFINGS, HELD ABOUT A BLOCK °
APART AND SEPARATED BY 38 MINUTES IN TIME. EXPERIENCE HAS = =

"INDICATED THAT NO MORE THAN 28 PERCENT OF THE CORRESPONDENTS

" WHO ATTEND THE US BRIEFING BOTHER TO GO TO THE GVN BRIEFING.AJ £7.

THUS, THE 8% PERCENT WHO DO NOT GO TO THE GVN BRIEFING GET
NOTHING OF THE RUNAF SIDE OF THE STORY. THERE. ARE PROBLEMS
CONCERNING VIETNAMESE SENSITIVITIES, BUT HOPE SOMETHING IN
THE WAY OF A JOINT BRIEFING CAN BE SET UP..

.6. STEPS ARE ALSO BEING TAKEN TO OBTAIN A MORE BALANCED
PRESENTATION OF THE NEWS OVER AFRTV AND IN THE STARS AND

. STRIPES.. THERE IS A TENDENCY TO HIGHLIGHT US PARTICIPATION,
SUCH AS FIRE SUPPORT OR AIR STRIKES, IN-OPERATIONS WHERE THE
BULK OF THE FIGHTING IS DONE BY ARVH UNITS, RATHER THAN. VICV
VERSA.

7. A JOINT US/VIETNAMESE TEAM OF INFORMATION OFFICERS

HAS STARTED A SERIES OF FIELD VISITS TO ARVN CORPS AND
DIVISIONS TO SUGGEST MEANS OF IMPROVING THE EFFECTIVENESS OF
THE INFORMATION EFFORT AT THOSE LEVELS. IN ADDITION, THE US
INFORMATION ADVISORY DIVISION IS ACTUALLY PERFORMING SOME

- INFORMATION FUNCTIONS FOR ARVN, AND ARE AGGRESSIVELY TRYING
- TO ENCOURAGE AND FACILITATE VISITS BY NEWSMEN TO ARVN UNITS
AND OPERATIONAL AREAS.-
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f“‘COVGULTANTS FROM THE NEWS MEDIA, PUBLIC RELATIONS, AND %

.. ‘ACADEMIC LIFE TO TAKE A FRESH LOOX AT THE PROBLEM, AND TO

.+ ,STUDY AND PROPOSE WAYS OF IMPROVING THE ARVN IMAGE AND TELLING

:ITS STORY TO THE WORLD MORE EFFECTIVELY. CONSULTANTS - | n
"SELECTED SHOULD HAVE PRESTIGE AND EITHER HAVE SOME MILITARY
BACKGROUND OR A KNOWLEDGE OF CONDITIONS IN SEA. SEVERAL '

. (NAVES OF PROMINENT PEOPLE WHO MIGHT BE PERSUADED .TO PERFORNM
;SUCH A PUBLIC SERVICE COME TO MIND, BUT I Al1 SURE COMPLETE
wFILES OF POTENTIAL CANDIDATES ARE AVAILABLE IN DOD. WE WOULD
‘STAND TO BENEZFIT BOTH DIRECTLY FROM THEIR SUGGESTIONS AND :
‘INDIRECTVLY FROM SUCH INFLUENCZ A$. THEY MIGHY VOLUNTARILY EXERT
'‘ON THEIR FRIENDS, ASSOCIATES, AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC.
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* .18. I HOPE THE ABOVE HAS BEEN OF SOME HELP. THIS IS A
§ ICONTINUING PROBLEM AND ILL RECEIVE MY CONTINUING ATTENT ION.
® 11, INCIDENTALLY, THE COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS CONCERNING
* |RVNAF MADE BY THE VICE-PRESIDENT DURING HIS RECENT VISIT HERE
¢ |VERE WIDELY REPORTED, VELL RECEIVED AND VERY H’LPFUL.
' IWARM REGARDS. : |
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