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De WITHHOLDING OF THE OFFICIAL KIA FIGURES FROM THE

PRESS WOLLD REMOVE THE ONE MEANINGFUL YARDSTICX OF THE
INTENSITY AND GENERAL SIGNIFICANCE OF TACTICAL OPERATIONS
NOW AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC. e

E, ALfHOUGH WE SEE LITTLE ADVANTAGE TO BE DERIVED
FROM WITHHOLDING THE KIA FIGURES -~ EITHER FOR INDIVI- :
DUAL ENGAGEMENTS OR IN PERIODIC TOTALS -~ WE DO SEE ADVAN=-

TAGES TO WITHHOLDING FROYM RELEASE THOSE FIGURES IN WHICH WE

HAVE CONSIDERABLY LESS CONFIDENCE, I. E., THE RATIOS FOR
WOUNDED AND THE COMPUTATIONS -~ BASED ON INCOMPLETE

AND WEAX EVIDENCE -~ OF QVER-ALL VIET CONG NANPOWEQ
QIFFICULTIES.

Fo THE HOST NEANINGFUL COMPARISCN THAT CAN BE MADC BETWEEN
ALLIED AND ENEMY LOSSES IS THAT IN THE KILLED IN ACTION -
CATEGORY ON AN AGGREGATE, PERIODIC BASIS. YE BELIEVE IT MAY
NEVER BE FEASIBLE TO BEVELOP ?ELLABLL, UNCHALLENGEABLE
ESTINATE OF VIET CONG WOUMDED WHICH WOULD PERMIT MEANING=-
FUL COWPARISONS D* TOTAL CaASUALTIES FOR THE OPPOSING FORCES,

Ge PRESENTATION OF US CASUALTY DATA IN A FORY WHICH
SiuiT GUISHES B“TWE:N HOSPITALIZED AND UNHOSPITALIZED
VOUNDED ON A CONTINUING BASIS WOULD A*LR TO DISPEL UIQ‘
1uﬁi73ho AND MISCONCEPTIONS INEVITABLY PRODUCED BY THE
PRESENT REPORTING SYSTEH.
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