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5. Q. Senator Robert Kennedy has said we passed up important opportunities
to negotiate peace in Viet Nam last winter, What is your comment?

A. The information available to the President is inevitably greater than
that available to a Senator. I can assure you that at no time have responsible
officials in Hanoi offered to this government any formula for negotiation

in private or in public other than that contained in Ho Chi Minh's letter to
me of February 15,

The reasons why that formula is unacceptable are, I am sure,
quite apparent,

6. Q. What is the purpose of the consultations with Ambassador Bunker,
General Westmoreland, and Ambassador Komer ?

A, (see attached memorandum)



%

INFORMATION

" Thursday, November 16, 1967 - 8:00 p. .

Mr. President:

I have been asked to summarize for your press conference tomorrow your
- meetings with the Saigon team. I would make the following points.

1. This is 2 routine meeting to take stock z2fter 6§ months! experience by

- the new team in Salgon and after the formation of the newly elected Vietnamese
government,

2. There are no new great decisions before us because our policy in

: ‘__.Qj__Vletram is firmly established; and we are making progrens in military,

political, and economlc tems.

c We are examining how we can accelorate forward movement within
an agreed strategy in the light of the priorities set by the South Vietnamese

- ¢ government and in the light of our own muitary o'para.tlons. ,

A 4. We are heartened by the steps already taken 'by the new South
X Vxetnamese government with mspect to. el
. == corruption; '

. - the new responsibilitice passed to elected local governments
- : - with respect to tha collection and use of land taxes;

-~ the enlargement by 65 000 of the armed forces of South Vietnam;

- the program to asslat the regional and poPuJa.r forces;.

-= and in cther flelds.
Ve know the new government plans to take further steps in these and other
areas and we want to be sure we can be of maximum assistance to it,

5. I have had long ssssions individually with Amb, Bunker, Gean., West~
moreland and Amb, Komer, They each bring to me a story of sclid progress
in the right directions, They are each confident in our basic strategy., That
strategy has our support here in Washington. ‘'We are sanply discussing ways
of moving forward mo:a,effectively thhln that strategy.
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‘kICHARD WILSON

The Evening Star
Washington, D, C,

Friday, November 17,
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"Johnson Told Vietnam Progress Slow, St e@dy

The behind-the-scenes re-

‘ports on Vietnam are about

the same as those on the
public record. We are making
slow and steady' progress on

" the battlefield, in pacification
and in bmldmganatxon which .

-can carry on after we with- ! by ve

; .-, heavy bombing continuing in-

draw,
These are the reports

3 brought to President Johnson '’

“by Gen. William C. Westmore-
Jand and Ambassador Ells-

" worth Bunker. They are ac-:

- companied by reports that in
.. spite of all this there is no

+ weakening of the North Viet- ,

nam will, infiltration still con-
. tinues at’ 6,500 per month, Ho

. Chi Minh does not wish to ne-
+ gotiate, the Russians would

like to see an early end of the
“war, but the Chinese would

-, _mot, ~and neither victory nor

Y

negoﬁanon ~1s within visible

Tange. . -
W'hat are we to make ot‘tlns

u"'-h'. b s E

seeming contradiction? Anoth-
er escalation of the war? In all
probabiltiy, yes. But beyond

“that nothing but years more of.

relatively’ low-scale
conventional and guerilla war-
fare, accompanied by very °

definitely in the South if not in
the north.

This is the whole weight ot

the discussionsPresident

Johnson has been having with
the diplomatic and military
leaders of the Vietnam expedi-
tion. There is no attempt to

gloss over this one point, al- -

though statistics are being of-
fered to show that the
Viet Cong hold in South Viet~
nam is weakening. Both West-
moreland and Bunker have
done this publicly and there
are other studies going on to
provide' the President with
* new dataonprogress whenhe

NPT AP m.l:..n TR RO RSN

¥

appears . before Cosgress m‘

January.

The President’s attention is
arrested by several points:

1. The positive acts by the
- ‘Thieu government in stepping
,up mobilization, a shift of .
land-tax collection to Iocal '
‘government, moves against
corruption, and screemng new
- personnel for province and de-
puty province chief jobs.

¢

2. The indications that the :

'I'hxcu government is willing to

deal directly with individuals '
in the National beeratxon .

Front and in Hanoi.

3. Future actions which may,

.be taken on land referm and

other measures which would
make the Thieu-Ky govern-
ment expressive of and res-
ponsive {o the popular will,

All these matters go to the’:;,
two basic questions:in Viet- '
-nam. Wil we.have-the pa-

tience to oontinue applying‘

limnited military prcssure?
Will the new government have

the will and ability to com- ;

mand popular support?

The President seems to have ;!
little doubt that we will have '
the patience. At least, be has |
the patience. The larger ques-" ;

. tion is whether. or not the ::
* ¢ Thieu government can suc-}
._ceed. If it canpot, if this duly /
‘elected government fails, the
consequences are likely to be
very great. We would undoubt- -
edly see U.S.. public patience ;
approaching even closer 0 ex- - |

haustion than it is now.

The testiing time for the.
Thieu-Ky government goes

_aleng with another important
fact. The American military

* buildup 'in Vietnam, not even °
yvet complete as planned, has °
the potential of substantially
increasing the military pres-. i
sure on both the Viet Cong and . .
North Vietnam. Westmoreland -

- can finally use his forces ac- °

cording to plan.

A conjunction of events

" therefore could be faverable

. before the elections next year. -

"The Thieu-Ky government

.‘might begin to prove itself,
rand General Westmoreland’s

.- present optimistic mood might

+ be proved out.
“. If this is the case, the

outlook might be substantially
improved by election fime

* next year. This at least is the

hopeful expectation upon
~which current actions are

" based. Such expectations may

be as illusory as in the past.
If they prove to be illusory,

. there still is no answer except
" the long continuation of the
- Vietnam involvement so far as

the Johnson administration is

" % concerned.

The President appears to be
at peace with himself and set-
tled in his mind on that point,

~and no longer so exasperated

by his inability to convince the
doubters and protestors.

SRmRR &
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UNCLASSIFIED 4

Obviously this agsertion is highly exaggerated. ~Much of the
North Vietnamese army is tied up in the training and logistic
effort in North Viet-Nam and Laos. Army forces are helping
with home defense and keeping lines of communications in North
Viet-Nam functioning as effectively as possible in the face of
our bombing attacks. And above all the North Vietnamese army
must be prepared to defend the homeland against an allied attack
which they can never rule out completely. The fact that NVA
strength in South Viet~Nam has not risen much above what it was
at the beginning of the year is consistent with an assessment
that a good part of the army is needed to perform functions in
North Viet-Nam and Laos.

UNCLASSIFIED
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