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INFO.RMA TION 

'IPPSE(iRET 

T•aday. February 6, 1968 
6:44 p.m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Herewith 19 B-52 aortle• la 
support of the uxt 24 hour• at Ku 
Suh. 

w. W. Roatow 

• TCP BEGIUtT 

WWRostow:rlD 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

\l'hitc Hou9e Guidelines, Feb. 24, 1983 81.it.f-, NARA, Date- /-M-f,:l.. 



~ SEG!Un /LIMDIS 

~ 

YH&: JOINT' GTAP'I' 

THE: NATION~ ... MlLlTARY COMMANO CENTER 
WASHINGTON, 0,C, 2030\ 

6 February 1968 
4:30 PM EST 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Senior Watch Officer, White House Situation 
Room 

Mr. Benjamin H. Read, Executive Secretary 
Department of Stato, c/o Operations Center 

Subject: · Operational Highlights 

SOUTHEAST ASIA 

The following US Air Force B-52 missloris are . now scheduled 
to be flown during the next 24 hours: 

MISSION & 
NR OF ACFT 

UNIFORM 30 
(6 B·S2s) 

UNIFORM 48 
(6 B~52s) 

UNIFORM 63 
(9 B-52s) 

UNIFORM 83 
· (12 B-S2s) · 

UNIFORM 39 
(6 B." S 2§_) 

. TIMB (EST) 
·oN TARGET 

10:40 PM 
6 Febn1ar>' 
(071140 SVN) 

4•:45 AM 
7 ·February 
(071745 SVN) 

7:00 AM 
7 February 
(072000 SVN) 

l :lO PM 
7 . Febtuary 
(080210 SYN) 

3:30 PM 
7 February 
(080430 SVN) 

TARGET LOCATION 
AND DESCRIPTION 

In SYN, 7 ,miles northwest o£..--1llie 
Sa.nh. ·conLtains elements o'f the­
NVA32SC Divisio11. 

In SVN, 20 miles n.orthea_s_LQ..f~he 
Sanh. Contains elements of the 
NVA 320th Division. 

In Laos, g· miles southwest of__Kru) 
Sanh. Contains elements of the 
N"VA 304th Division. 

In SVN, 10 miles south•southwe.,.Lt_ 
o! Kh.e San.h. Confalns rear services 

· otihe NVA 304th Divisior1. 

!11 SVN, .9 miles ~~st-nQ_rtJlJ'l..tl..t~ 
Khe Sanh. Contains elements of 
the NVA 325C Division. 

The following ROLi.ING THUNDilR S7 ALFA st1.·ikes ai·e now . 
scheduled during the next 24 hours: 

'WP SEGRET,4,,IMDIS 

DECLASSiFIED · 
E.O. 1 ~356, Sec. 3.3 

/•.F Guide, SEA r.., c.-•rds, 4/1/88 By , . 'A ?A, Date l-.3(?-~ 

.... 



~o~ ss~RE*LLIMDIS 
TIME (EST) SAIGON 

TARGET AND LOCATION ON TARGET UNIT STRIKE FORCE TIME -
Kinh No RR Yard, 3:31 AM 7 AF 12 F-105 071631 
9 miles north of 7 February 
Hanoi 

Chu Son Army Barracks 3:51 AM 7 AF 4. ·F-105 0716S1 
(N), 10 miles south- 7 February 
west of Hanoi 

Ha. Dortg Army Barracks 3:SS AM 7 AF 8 F-105 071GSS 
SW, 9 miles southwest 7 Febru~ry 
of Hanoi 

Hanoi RADCOM Receiver 6:00 AM 77.4 1 A·6A 071900 
(JCS 66.1), 12 miles 7 February 
south-southeast of 9: 00 AM l A-6A 072200 
Hanoi 7 February 

NMCC - 6 FEBRUARY 1968 1 4:30 PM EST 

«fOP SECR~1/L!MDIS 2. . 
, .. 

. .:_ :· 

,-. :,,:w,:-:\_ 



-SECRET 
Twaa4ay. Fe'bn&l'J' 6, 1968 •· 6:15 p. m. 

Mr. Pre■lcleat : 

Tian. Mr. Man-la Wateon 

Dr. H'•rat wa.a c..tactecl. He lla• a major apeaklaa commltmeata 
la Mlaml thrOllp TMYN.af •'""••• He cCMlld lea•• lmmedlately there­
after wlth arrlYal at ltarachl late Satvclay 11iaJit or SIIIMlay. U nece•isary. 
he 1• pl'epan4 to h'f to Upart Weueau.y afterDOOD. wlth probal,J.e 
arrival at Jtarachl oa FrWay. 

A telepam ha■ ione owt to Amh. Oealert 1l•laa lllm &NIN 
iaformatloa aacl reca••tlat lmmnlate reepoa.H •• to wlahe• of the 
Pald■taa , ... ,.ameat. 

ToB.awa 10686 
State U06S8 

rln 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J q1, - 1t;3 

By Cb- , NARA Date,1-3-97 

W. W. B.utow 
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A-PPR.OVf;() BY: N'E.A-WIU..IAM J-o HANDLEY .. . 
WHrTE HOUSE~~ .. Eb HAMlLTONIJ 5/S-JPWALSH 

6 t61st,z FEB 68 ZFF4 
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ro /~~ASSY RA WALP I NOI J:MME() L4.TG -,086 

EXPLS 

R~F: RA~ALP[N~! 31~~ ANO 3,ds 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O 12958, See. 3,G 

M 

1, '(OU. AUTrPRIZE. DFFEI\ SE-~ V l CE-S PRE5'L OE 'NT JOF.fNSOf1A S PHYS. tc..i-AN,-
Ofr l-lURSfJ TO APPR.OPIHATE ~.4RTEl. GDP~ 8&LIEVE Y'OU 51-bULD MAKFi. 
SU.2.E OFFEA. IS PHRA-SED LN. TSRMS W£ WlLL.lN& TO HElP IN Tkis. !+ND 
&VER.'( OTtfE:R WAY PDSS[SLE lF PAKS W-AN1 BUT ARE NOT RE·PElfT NOT 
4 ,;EMPTING GRATU.tTOUSLY lNVOLV£ 01.:$.Scl...\/E-S !N sr T'-4A TlON-

2. PR. HUR.St HA.S MAJOf\ SP6A.KfN6 COl"l'ltT/t1EN1£ MIA~L TH'ROUf.H 1HUR5DAY 
E-\IE-NlNei, C.OULD DE-PARi lM!"!'EDIATELY rHS:E\£t~ttf~ WITH · AIRRl VAL KARA.CHI 
LA-tE SATUP..DAY Nl6fli Of'\ SUNDAY., IF GREATER UR.6ENCY EXlSTS .. 

/JR.. HURsr PREPAR&o-TRY _DGPART H~RE WEDNESO(ly AFTERNOON Wi TH 
PR.06/¼Sle ARR r VAL... t.ARACHl FRfD/t'(. _ (ASSu,-,. 'f~GJ ,4NO 60P V.VILL TAKI; 
INiD (OfvSf.DE-RAnorJ POSS)S'-6 lMl',4C'f ON PA-I<. R:IJ.l«J~ /t'{1LLS or:-

··,.~-. ~-·~l {) T T ·~) 3 t ;7: =: :=· ? · ~: ~:~ ~, ~: ?. C,; 

i::i:::':·~\-,,--: ::-~ •:.;;.;-; ~- :-; :.: _-:,_JT:·-; :-.·-_::_'.-\" -~ .·-· 



- · 
::;)~ ~•~:1~ ~ .. 1 ,r:.~ ,(!:~,:•, •: ~--. 

~ l[.' •. ~-~:~1l'~:;_/L,.:,~~ ---_; '~ 

,4PPAf\ENi EMER6ENC'( V[SlT BY US PRESJDEN'Tis PHYSiCIAN'. ' 

3, PLEASE' F\ESPDND lMMls-OI.4T,s (A.) WHETHER &OP' WISHES o~- WUAsT 
16 C.Ol'E> (8) PRfF&A~O ARRIVAL DATE, ·AND (c) .P;ECOft!ME.AIOtb 
A-RR.ANGE:~NT.S FOi\ HANOL.tNG ,4.Ri~l\lAL. . 
~P- f . RUSK 

· .,;.,. _ 

4JIFIESERVA ..... eePY 



INFORM.A TION 

T•M&J', Feltnary 6, 1968 
6:00 p. m. 

Mr. Pnaldeat: 

Herewith a llat of m,- uw• 
mecll& eoatact■ Jaaaary 29 tbr• Feb. 5. 

W. W. Roatow 

WW:R.oatow:rhl 



News Media Contacts 

Monday, January 29, 1968 

Hobart Lewis, Dave Reed, John Hubbell, Kenneth Gilmore 
of Reader 1 s Digest, doing "anatomy of Pueblo incident" 

Tuesday, January ·30, 1968 

Drew Pearson, Washington Post, on telephone 

Philip Geyelin, Washington Post, on telephone 

Joseph Alsop, on telephone 

Peter Lisagor, Chicago Daily News, on telephone 

Wednesday, January 31, 1968 

Joseph Rogaly, London Financial Times 

Thursday, February l, 1968 

Richard L. Wilson, Cowles publications 
Joseph Alsop, on telephone 
William S. White 

Friday, February 2, 1968 

Jack Sutherland, US NEWS & WORLD REPORT 

John Hubbell and Dave Reed, Reader's Digest, further on "anatomy11 

Joseph Alsop 

Phil Potter, Baltimore Sun 

Saturday, February 3, 1968 

Peter Lisagor, Chicago Daily News 

Monday, February 5, •1968 

Boyd France, BUSINESS WEEK 

Russell Wiggins, Wasf:iington Post, re editorial 



lNFO.aMAnON 

-SEOHT 

Tllee4ay, J"eltnary 6, 1968 
5:55 p. m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Herewlth ·Park replle• wltb 1reat 
c9Ute•J to you letter to hlm; but be 
make• a •troaa plea fer retallaary 
acttoa a1awt North Korea• lacvaloaa 
lato South Kona. 

W.W. Roatow 

Seoul 3976 

U:QST 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ C/6 -1q3 

By Cb , NARA Date 11<3-97 

WWRo■tow:rln 
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,TO SECSTATE WASHDC ·IMMEDIATE 8844. ~ 
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~s EC R ! ! SEOUL 397S 

NOD IS 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NW t/6 -193 

. _BY. eh , NARA Date /t-a-9? 

; l. FOLLOWING IS- TEXT O~.LETTER FROM PRESIDENT PARK 
TO P~ESIDE~T JOH~SON, OF WHICH WE RECE.IVED COPY THROUGH 
.CHANNELS. SIGNED ORIGINAL WILL PROBABLY BE 
'DELIVERED ·J~ROUGH AMBASSADOR KIM IN WASHIN~TON~ PLEASE 
;PROTECT F'A'CT THAT WE .OBTAINED COPY .·.HERE. 

. l 
12. · BEGIN ' TEXT: DEAR MR PRES IDE;Nl 
( •' I 

fl RECE,IVED AN ADVA.NCE · C9PY OF .. YOU-R LET-TER OF 
; ' ' . r . I / 

r 
t· 
~ . ' 

• I 

iP.b,GE 2 RUAL'OS .39.?SE "6 g Q iiE Ii: I - ·- · 

.! 

INFORMAL 

\FEBRUARY ~ -THRbUGH_AMBASSADOR PORTER YESTERDAY AND 
:YOU SINCERELY FOR YOUR KEEPING ME INFORMED ·OF YOUR 
JHROUGH YOUR AMBASSADOR H~RE. 

I THAN}( • 
VIEWS 

-THE REtENT SEIZURE BY THE NORTH KOREA OF .THE USS 
PUEBLO AN~ THE ·INFILTRATION OF THE ARMED COMMUNIST RAIDERS 

:.INTO SEOUL HAVE DEMONSTRATED TO THE WORLD ANEW T-HE· 
!AGGRESSIVENESS AND LAWLESSNESS OF THE ~OMMUNI~TS. JHESE 

· : ACTS Ht"i.lJ.E ALSO ARISEN A SERIOUS PROBLEM TO .OUR PRESTIGE AND 
A ·GRAYE THREAT TO OUR.SECµRITY. . 

. \ .. . 

I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE TH.IS· OPPORT,U.NITY TO EXTEND .· . 
~0.NCE AGAIN MY EXPRESSIONS Or $IN..C~RE .SYMPATHY TO YOU?< . 
i EXCELLENCY,. ~HE PEOPLE Or . THE UlITED STATES AND THE FAMILIES 
: Or THE CREW . OF .. THE p UEBLo:. . ' ' '.;,,. 

,, . . : : ._. _ _. ~-. ,: -. \~-- . . ' . ' . .... 
:ALSO,\ l~JOU.LD\-.L.IKE · T'O EX?'RESS'MY GRE.6,T ADMIRATION . 

' . 

; ti.ND DEEP :RESP-SC.T .,-P:OR YOUR PERSEVERANC£ SHOW~~ ·r~ SEEKI~G 
iIHPLOMA"t'Ic· ·soi(u'.tlON TO THE ,Pi10i3LE\'1 AND FOR ' YOUR RESOLUT~ 

. · °l)ETERMiNA,TION .jf5?•"£°VIDENT IN YQUR OU'fRIGHT ACTION .. TAKEN VJ 
· ··; :'..: i:: b·. ·· · --- ,, __ · -: ·-·-:..~------ - - .. ·., -·· - · · ·• · · · 

. ' . •- ..... -- .... -~ 

' 
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.. ,._,, .,_.,,,. •-'---•l ..... f, '"' 

- ,,, .¥ _,_ ...... ,. 

.,g.£ CRE'f' 
-2- SEOUL 3976 FEB 5 

·" . '!. ••• ·• . · ; - ...... 

: PAGE 3 RUA.LOS 3976£ ~ E C R. E -I 
THE: 1"iOVEMENTS OF THE UNITED STATES F011CES. ·· 

: I AM VERY GRATEFUL THAT YOU ARE URGENTLY CONSIDERING· 
ME.ti.SU~SS TO STRENGTHEN THE DEFENSE CAPABILITI.ES OF_ THE 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA. 

.. ~· 
. MR PRES I D E ~lT , . 

"IN THE WAKE Of THESE INCIDENT~~ WE HAVE MADE OUR 
VIEWS KNOWN TO EACH OTHER THROUGH AMBASSADOR PORTER. 

I 

AND I QUIT~ AGREE WITH YOU THAT OUR TWO COU~TRitS, 
' AT THESE DIFFICULT HOURS, SHl:)ULD. STAND IN CLOSER -UNITY. 
, AND DEAL WI TH THE SI TUAI ION WI TH CONCERTED MIG HT'. THE 
TRADITIONAL FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES AND THE UNCHANGEABLE/ ~ 

-PARTICULAR RELATIONS BE:TWEE:N. OUR TWO PEOPLES , . 
; SHOULD 5 ID . US TO DO SO.. · 1 

r . . 
iWHAT WE 'SHOULD DO FIRST WIL.L BE to HAVE THE VESSEL 
~~ND··THE CREW BACK AND TO SEEK.·.A GUARANTEE THAT THE 
[NORTH KOREANS CEASE THEIR AGRESSIVE"ACTS.AGAINST THE 
lREPU.BLIC Of KOREA. 

. ; . . 

~PAGE.4 RUALOS:397$E b EC Rf T 
,.._ 

~HESE, IF DEVOID OF ONE OF TH£ TWO, WILL NOT BS ' 
COM?LETS IN ATTAINING ·OUK COMMON GOAL.· 

;)-fa\[ LO.~JG
1

-0UR ::sFf:bRrs ·· fOR PEA°CEEDI.;. AND .. j)'.lf!.tOcelP..':l:::lC-zi 
. SETTLEMENT ;·sHautD . BE KEPT GC:ING __ \/JlL.L: .. ,~•-A&·:tyou~-HAVE~-,::::.: 
'.'POl:JTE.O .. _Q.UI-1 .B-E- OUR· PROBLEM. . 

. \ 

:, HOWEVER; IN ·SINCERELY HOPE THAT YOU UNDERSTAND MY 
"CONVICTION TH.C..T THS PROBLEMS -SHOULD ,. BE·. S0-LVED . . 8.Y: .ti.LL­
rri;-.A~1S ")l,"i';":"IRE -,cl·~ PU''.)' ·r• c· op~\ir·o,,·s OF' TUE '-10RLD· ,, ·µrc'd ··•··· d ,~ . . ~~ . o ..... , u 4 ·· -1 ni!.. ~L- . J. ~'- .J . 1 • J ~ w- , . . i.~ 1.. r. .... -',)o. - • • • 

:.H,4\/E STOOD WITH US iYJAY COOL DGl>JN-. ·:_ - . -
·.. . . . ~ . 

: IT HAS BEEN FIFTEE~ YEARS SINCE THE A~MISTitE. 
AGREEME~l-T WAS co:·JCLUDED AN:) DU~l:--JG THIS.SPp.N ___ OF TIM~y 

·_THE:. r,:oRTH .. l<OREANS-HAVE CONSTANTLY ·THR-£·.~TENED us·~·TH£TR . , 
;vIOLA"!'lON OF' THS AGREE1'1ENl TOTALLING S0~1E 5,000" CA.SES • . 
_THE _TH'.iE.l."\T, HAS ·BECOME EVEN MORE SE:iUOUS. D1,JR-DlG .Tf-:E ?.AST 
'. $1 XTEE N MONTHS·. CULMDJAT I NG .•·IN TKE AGRESSi"VE ... r~r.qusro·:'i 
tI_t~T_9 ~E·?i!.._L_ ?~. JP.NU_P;~~--:2k~ . . . ! .. . •· . . ~-- --•· · .-, . ·~. / , ., , 
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PAGE 5 RUA LOS 39 76E -s· E e rt !:. .T• - --

\ . 

I · S:--l OULD >1ENTIO~~ TH4T IN DEt.LlNG W·IT!{ .JHS COr'iMUNI'STS·, 
IND EF" I NIT~ ErFO RTS FOR PSACEF"UL SOLUTION: W ILL~-lJ ~JL:Y2?R ING 
~.DVA NTAGES T.O IHSM RATHER TH~;~ TO u·s .• ·._I_ CMJ . SAY --- - ·­
TH~O UGH OUR OWN EXP ER I E;'JCE• THAT THE ·COMf1UN I ST.S SHOUL:t.) 
BE TAUGHT A LtSSON THAT ANY AGi~E$S1VE :AcTiON tA N~ot. 
ESCAPE DUE PUNITIVE ACTION.··· · . . . ---

: IF ~E HAD l~KiN ANY PUNITIVi ~ACTION ~HtNEVER ~THE. ~-. 
' NORTH KOREANS VIOLATED THE ARMIS!lCE· AGREEMENT IN THE ­
PAST, WE COULD HAVE FORESTALLED _rME siTUATION WHICH . HAS 
ENSUZD ON THESE BREACHES. . 

,IN OTH[R WORDS, . ! • THINK THt SITUATION .WHICH WE 
. ARE FACING TODAY HAS ~ESULTED FROM -OUR INACTIOi TO . MEEl 
; EFFECTIVELY . THE VIOL.ATION OF. THE AGREEr•1ENT . B_Y. ·THE -
_NORTH KOR~ANS. . 

l· 

TO . THE NORTH KORE·ANS, THEREFORE~ vJE _.SHOULD · SHOW ··. 
I 

. . 

, PAGE 6 LUALOS .3976E -S E G R E T_, , 
OUR RESOLUTE. STAND A~D DETERMI~ATION THAT THEY CANNOT CQMMII 

. AN AGRESSIVE ACT FRE~· OF PUNISH~ENT. iJ ·SHOULD BE 
RE.MEMBERED ; .THIS .. ALO·NII. \ii I )..L PRO VI DE A CORRI::CT I VE: -ME.O. SURE·,·FOR -. 

)THE H.O.BITUAL i-.i:AGRESSIVENESS OF THE NO!iTH KOREANS. . · . . . . . . . . 
: I HAYE ·,tii':READ·;,::''·~-~:-DE MY VIE 1i,IS KNOl.iJN TO YOU ON THE: ,, 
.S2CR~T NEGOTIATif)NS BETWEEN THE UNITED SH\T~S AND NORTH 

::- :: · >: THROUGH A~1B,4SSADOR, AND I . AM ·NOT . REPE.4 TIN~ THEM. HERE • . 

-,PLEASE ACCEPT, YOUR EXtELLENCY, MY BEST WiSHES. 'FOR 
A FULL MEASURE . OF SUCCSSS I~ YOUR ENDEAVORS. 

·WITH MY KINDEST PERSQNAL REGARDS, : · 

:SINCERELY, 

GP-3 ?OnTER . ..... -·--....,. 

• 

• I 

...... 

KORZA · 

I 

\ 



INFORMATION 

Tuesday 
February 6, 1968 -- 5:50 p. m. 

SITUATION ROOM MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Fighting Around Khe Sanh 

At 5:09 tonight the enemy is using flamethrowers at 
the Lang Vei Special Forces camp. Latest reporting ipdicates 
the enemy used 9 tanks. and 4 to S are disabled. 

Twenty-e~ght rounds of 105mm CO FRAM was fired in 
support. 

Khe Sanh combat base is receiving 6 rounds of mortar 
fire per minute_ and the runway is cratered. 

W.W. Rostow. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 123~6. Sec. 3.3 

DA Memo. Jan. 5. 1938 
By~. NARA Oat~ ( -ptP-9 oZ-



DECl-'ASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J C,1:, ~ a- od.. , 

By ,u4,I , NARA Date c.f-8;__17 

PRESERVATION COPY 

-



THIEU~ CAN.:~ COUNT:. ON ·: OUR'': SUPPORt; ·: wE ~: v11.C:J1Et?. :HIM.
0 IN 

Evt.~Y.:;WAY'-,.POSSIBLE . .'} Btrr.-vf,;VANT:: tO.}AVO.ID INACTION; OR ,.·, .. 
HALF~ MEASUREs;..-;: wE <s_TRONGL y-: saIEVE)THAT~JfE,/,~,VICE:: PRES I_;,, 
DENT·::JCY({AN0.\PRIM£\.l'l.INtSIER\ LOC.; SHOULO·-·BE;::A< CLOSEL y_ ... lCNIT:, 
TEAM r:tlHA r::EACH: \_S){O ULD.\ HA VE/,HlS::i:ow N\ CLEARLLt f DE FI NED· 
RES?_ONSIBILrr-u:s;;;::AND ~;tHA'fc;EACk'(OF.~TH;K2~CAR/ M;OVE"if K~OtvING 
HE0.~HAS:/tH£;·~sUPPORT:\ Q_Y.:.:THL::,OTHER_S+AND..'.:·p1\?t:H£YA~-ICANS;. 

1i£';?lCONS.IDER:t II:~,tJRGEN.T/ :THA'J:~dlE:fMOV£:~-:RAPIDLY/ONt' 
J.1;;,;.·~·stRENGTHENING{,·THFJ:ARVN~t GETT-ING\;THE>MOS'I'>.CAPABLt 

;orFI,CERS')IN;( CO~MAN~>Pb~ITION~f~'.ELIMlN~TING; :;_OR, -
SREt:VING~:;THOSE:;~W.HO'.? AR£0•;·; IN£PT,,:: AND:. WEAK .. - . 

,:,:_;;~SHAKING-:fUP.frANil:tGET.T ING{ MORE:ttDMW ORK?tN / HIS; 
' INTEttlGENCE\'SERVICES~i';1~lT( IS '.;-,f:_;D°ISGRACt :\tHAT' 
-:TH£:·,, VC,: CAN :MOUfitt DOZEN·s :L_o·r .;·AtTACKS '.SIMULtANEOUSL y 
.; .· . .-4, - . • , • • . .· ' · - • ., · • 

·ALL ~ OVER/ THE:J::OUNtRY>AND.';/JiIS.:._ooVERNMENT~ DOESN~,'I 
KNOu·,~-A ·tHI·-,,,9-··--'ABO'..,..._.ilT'•;-1"i.,.:-A'. OVA. N"'i:::-· .. . , , _ W ,-." .:-_. 1,'1 .. :\ UJ;: ,: '., . : ,- l~ . w..tt• ..... , ... 

;·0-:'~~~,,-At,LARGE-SCALEi DRIVE':i:oN-'•coRRUPTIONi:'.:'THIEU A.ND .· 
· ·-··•;;ictMusT.:MAKEt tT:: :tLEAR'.tHAT<:' CORRUPT.ION.i IS'NO'a'h:,;:_ 

LONGER :: GOING·:/[O ';:ar:·:,TOLERATED.:;~:1;.:: tHEY'' CAN ;;MOVE 
-I.N ON. BLATANI;~PASt;~: OFFENDERS,i ALL': .TO >THE . GOOD. ; 
BUT :: I't< ~HOULD: '.B£::: CL£AR· THAT ': A·' NEW DF:Al .. 'IS IN ... 
E.fFECT "AND ' CORRUPTION.; OR \ VIOLATION ·or· THE ' PUBLIC 
TRUST.,- IS GOING/ TO i GET.:RA'PIO AND · sTRONG JUSTICE • . 
OFFICERS °AND/ OFF.ICIALS · WHO ., ARE> CORRUPT NEED - . 
TO BE .REMOVED .AND-,THIS::'IS :.A .. GOOO .OCCASION :TO .- SPEED 

_ UP-'THE: :: CLEAN• U?. , . . . . . 
,•_ I.- .' C.ANNOt· FULLY _. EXPRESs'· ·MY .: ADMIRATION :AND· :; APPR£CIATION 

FOR · ;'YOUR' EFFORts·; IN::THE.; DANGEROUS ·ANO ::.TRYING :' CIRCUMSTANCES 
1;J HICW YOU ... ARE:·-FACING·~;'. \!£/ WANT~,TO DO .EVERYTHING WE CAN. . . 
TO ' SU?PORT .: YOU,:; WE STY ,_·( ANO:- .Alt::· or:--· youR -<:COURAGEOUS.: COLLEAGUES~ 
!f,,THERE:,;rs . ANYTHING >THAT>You:~NEED: THAT.i· YOU :'. ARE O: NOT ' GETTING · LET 
US '. iKNO'ifl'. AND ':: ·,YOU :Wittf GE'tY.lT . - . ... . . , ._._ ... - .. 
74B--' ,, .. ···· ,.. .. .. . . .• _,_ _ . • .• 

-TO~ECRET 

PRESERVATION COPY 



Tuesday, Febru.ry 6, 1968 -- 5:00 PM 

Mr. President: 

Attached is a newsy letter from Ben Oehlert. He alao encloses the 
memora.ndu:m on ta.nk3 (Tab A) you a.•ked hil:n for in Karachi, and a 
special yea.r-end report (Tab B) for you on wha.t ha.• happened since he 
arrived ·in Auguat. You m.ay wa.nt to read the letter and gla.nce over the 
other papers. 

Ben' a principal conclusions are: (1) that wo should holp Ayub replac:2 
his Sherman ta.Ilks -with Pattens bought from Europe, (Z) that we should . 
make another 500,000 ton wheat ggreement aoon, and (3) •both'negotiations 
-- and all our a.id this ear -- will inevitabl be connected 

1 . .S(,~)(c) 
3.4(b)(i )(~) 

As you know, we are working hard on the wheat and the tanks, a.nd 
in the direction Oehlert Wa.llta. We will wo look into the othdr matters 
he raues· in hi• year-end report. 

Ben also sent along some mementos o! your visit to Karachi: a 
collection of all the ~overage of your visit by the (government-controlled) 
press; a copy 0£ Ayub'~ official 1968 calendar, . which lists your visit as 
one of the "highlights of the decade" !or December; and a newsreel film 
of the visit. I will give these item• to Jaunita. Roberts in case you want 
to look them over. 

At Ta.b C, for your signature, is a short thank-you letter to Bon. 

DECLASSIFIED /II L )'j 4•/,'f' 
Whita House Guldeiinos, Feb. 24, 1983 
By .8./:J/ ~ , NAnA, Data s_~ ~ ~ l:R. W. W . Rostow 

EKH / vmr 



SANITIZED 

Rawalpindi, Pakistan 

SBSB'i . January 24, 1968 

The President 
The White House 

Dear Mr. President: 

Your visit here was a treat to me, a great boost for 
the morale of all of us, and .continues to be a tremendous 
assist with President Ayub and his government. · I'm truly 

. grateful to you. · 

- 1. I had certainly planned to get this off to .you long 
ago. You will recall that when you suggested to President 
Ayub that he could use more wheat than the 500,000 tons 
recently agreed upon (100,000 additional commercial purchase 
and 400,000 additional PL-480) he requested me to give him 
a meco on that subject. · The memo was promptly prepared and 
submitted to Washington. After several exchanges of telegrams 
it has been revised to the following form: 

WHEAT SUPPLY IN PAKISTAN AND PL-480 PROGRAMS 

The following are estimates of wheat supply and distribution 
in Pakistan in FY-68 and -69 which would provide for an in­
crease in stocks to a level of 850,000 tons by the close of 
FY-69, the maximum amount believed to be safely stored in 
present facilities in Pakistan. 

Wheat Supply and Distribution (thousand tons) 

Becinning stocks 
Production 
Imports 

Commercial (CCC credit) 
PL-480 
Other 

Total supply 

Consucption (gross) 
Endi:1g stocks 

.Total distribution 

&Qmi'.r 

FY-1968 

230 
4,300 

200 
2,200 

70 
1,000 

6,300 
700 

7,000 
Less 

Uncovered needs 

FY-1969 

700 
5,100 

100 
400 

50 
6,3;>0 

6,600 
850 

7,450 
6 1350 
1,100 



SECI&I 2 

Of the proposed 2.2 million tons o:f PL-480 wheat for FY-68, 
1,1so,ooo tons have been thus far provided in the agreements 
of May, August and December 1967. The proposed additional 
400,000 tons of PL-480 wheat would approximately cover the 
remaining 450,000 tons required this fiscal year. For pur-

·poses of stock building and to provide for orderly shipping 
and delivery schedules for meeting FY-69 consumption needs 
early consideration should be given to a new PL-480 agreement 
~o make an initial provision ~gainst the uncovered 1,100,000 
tons import needs estimated in the table above. The above 
estimates assume a spring wheat crop in West Pakistan of 
appro,:imately five million tons. Should a harvest closer to 
the 5.4 million ton target materialize, the total uncovered 
import needs estimated for fiscal year 69 would have to be 
adjusted accordingly. 

- - ~ -
Since at this writing I do not yet have clearance I have 

of course not delivered it, but I did not wish to hold this 
letter up further. 

2. Enclosed are: 

a. Two volumes of newspaper clippings of 
. your visit here; 

b. A copy of the official Government of 
P~kistan 1968 calendar. On the ~everse 
side of each month is a statemenf of the 
"highlights of the decade" for that month. 
You will note that your visit is one of 
the two highlights for Deceaber. 

Your visit was well covered by the newsreel, and I will 
be sending you separately a filmed record of your visit. 

3. Attached as Appendi: A is the tank memo you requested 
of me when we were talking with President Ayub. 

. Uhile I begrudge every dollar and rupee diverted from 
eco~omic dev~lopment to military expenditure, considering 
the re~uirements of minimal self-defense I cannot escape the 
co~clusions that Pakistan's military expenditures are not 
excessive and that your wise military supply p·olicy can properly 
accommodate approval of 100 U-47's now (preferably from 
Belgium) with subsequent conside~ation of other items including 
at least another 100 M-47's. 

IB 8RE IP 

. - ·····-· -------- --- -------------------
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Ayub's power base is the military. · Bis foreign policy 
must succeed in furnishing them with at least a reasonable 
proportion of what they honestly believe they need for the 
defense of the country, or he will lose that support. If :~ !::~r:::.=t ~= re;ult1Q:chaos wil::,-o~~~~!rhring 
co~sequenb o · le ous y aga st our l.D e ests. 

If we c~nnot be of at least indirect assistance to hie 
his only alternatives to losing the support of tbe military 
Will be: . 

a. To purchase expensive hardware, as from 
France, which would be contrary to our 
policy of urging on him maximi2:ed 
economic effort; or 

b. Turn again to Communist China with all 
of the dangers to him and to us which that 
would entail. 

Additionally, we face a Peshawar deadline on July 17, 
1963. Ayub is, and will increasingly be, under severe pressure 
fro~ both the USSR and tbe Chicoms to cancel us out, and they 
may well be dangling rewards of military and economic 
assist~ce for doing so. His avowed and honest preference is 
to look to us, but we must furnish him an option to their 
threats, promises and b;andishments. 

While in the negotiations I will scrupulously avoid any 
linking of Peshawar with military supply, it is a fact that 
consid~r~tion of the two problems must proceed in the same 
time f~~cc and it seems an inescapable conclusion that our 
policies on the one will influence theirs on the other. 

4. It seems to me to be altogether fitting and proper 
th:.t I should give you a "year-end report" of my first few 

6£0££1 
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months here. It is attached as Appendix B. 

5. As I'm sure you_ know, A~ita Bryant didn't accompany 
Bob Hope this year because, properly I think, she and her Bob 
felt that they were overdue to spend a Christmas with their 
own two little ones. 

They are planning to take their own troupe, later in the 
year, to Vietnam and Thailand--financed by USO-Freedo~s Foundation. 

When they do, Anita and Bob are going to come on here for 
a visit with Alice and me, so I suggested that they bring the 
whole troupe both as a "cultural presentation" for the Paks 
and to entertain our isolated troops at Peshawar. They liked 
the idea and indicated that very little extra cost would be 

· involved • 

Hence I wrote to Frankel at State to see if that "very 
little extra cost" could be financed out of CU funds. The 
response was negative for lack of funds (although we get 
alcost literally no cultural visits here), but I think you'll 
be amused to know thnt I have private, but authoritative, 
infor=ation that the real reason for the turndown was because 
CU "could not support Anita Bryant even if there were mo~ey 
because the. Bryants are commercial and popular type ·entertainme 
rz.ther than something esoteric like ba~let ~r opera!" 

I give you my GEORGIA GUARANTEE that she would indeed be 
popul~r entertainment ~ere. 

!!r. President, it was mighty good to have a glimpse of 
you ~nd to see you in such full vigor despite both your nearly 
intolerable burdens and the frightful rigors of the trip you 
h&d undertaken. And I was grateful for the Fresca. It was the 
fi~st I· bad had since leaving home. 

As I wrote you some time ago in connection with Vietnam, 
t he country desperately needs you for another term. I am at 
your disposal in any and all ways that I can possibly help to 
insure that. · 

With warmest affection to you aJld to Lady Bird (I hope 
you got a birthday message off in time) iD which Alice joins 
me, . I am 

Devotedly, 

a .c... 
Benjamin H. Oehlert, Jr. 

SECREI -
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sANITJZED 

APPE1"D IX A 

TANXS 

°I. .HISTORY 

P:ior to Septecber, 1965, tank delivery agreed upon and 
furnished by USG was as follows: 

Planned 
Delivered 
''Deficit" 

The break-down of deliveries was: 

11-47 
14-24 . 
M-48 

632 
546 
7m' --
230 
114 
202 
54(j' 
-=== 

The U-47s were not ne~ a~d had been overhauled in the USA 
before delivery to Pakistan. They have since undergone 
several overhauls in Pakistan. Because of the absence of 
s~are parts they bave progressively decreased in number due 
to necessary cannibalism. · 

The ll-24s posed a maintenance problem from the day of delivery 
o~ing owing to the acute shortage of· spares as early as 1955. 
They are expected to "die away" completely in another year 
cuing to the total non-availability of spares. 

T~e ~-48s have borne the m:ucimum brunt of training as a 
result of the progressive non-availability of 47s and 24s 
as noted above. It is estimated that by 1970 this fleet will -also 
be due for a total turn-over, having gone beyond the limit 
of economic repair. 

The former ·usMAAG progr~m bad provided for replacement as 
a part of the "modernization plan" (1964-69) which of course 
never materialized. 

lS.65 battle losses were 24 Pattons and 56 Chaffees (total 80). 
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RECAPITULATION 

Planned 
Delivered 
Deficit . 
Battle losses 
Attrition 
Immediate need 

632 
546 
86' 

. 80 
202 
·:rmr 

2 

i. The immediate need of 368 must be reduced by 
the acquisitions from China. While they 
totalled 175, it is conceded that 55 were 
T34's which were admittedly nearly worthless. 
This then results in a current need of 248. 

ii. The USG properly need feel no obligation spring­
ing from previous plans and/or commitments 
because the prior relationship was shattered, 
in part at least, by Pakistan's share of the 
fault for the highly embarrassing and dangerous 
1965 war, which directly caused 80 of the current 
short-fall of 248. It does remain true, however, 
that our military experts then, and now, agree 
with the assessment that a minimum of 248 are 

-needed now to .meet the military threats Pakistan 
may face and it is also true that we are desirous 
of continuing to improve ·the adverse bilateral 
relationship which existed in the aftermath 
of the '65 _war. 

iii. Pakistan does have in its possession approx­
imately 300 M-4 Shermans with 75mm guns which 
were left by the British in 1947. These were 
in inventory when the above-referred-to force 
levels were agreed upon and US experts con­
sider them so ineffective and so worn out that 
they are "junk." · Additionally, Pakistan has 
agreed to scrap them one for one as replacements 
are obtained. 

iv. It s~ould also be borne in mind that an 
additional probably 300 will be needed for 
attrition, obsolescence and cannibalization 

. by 1970. 



SECRB'i'= 

II. RELATIVE STRENGTHS 

Type 

·Light 
" 
" 
" 

Medium 
" 
" 
" · 
" 
" 
" 
" 

COMPARATIVE STRENGTH OF TANK FORCES 
(As of August 1967) 

Country of 
Model Designation Main Armament Origin 

M-24 Chaffee 75mm us 
PT-76 Amphibious 76mm USSR(a) 
AMX-13 France 
PT-76 76mm USSR 

Totals: Light Tanks 

M-4 Sherman 76mm US/Canada 
M-47/48 Patton 90mm us 
T-34 85mm Com.China 
T-59 100mm Com.China 
Centurion 105mm(?) UK 
T54A 100mm Czech 
T55 100mm USSR 
Vijayan ta 105mm India 

Totals: Medium Tanks 

TOTALS: ALL TYPES 

(a) Secured via Indonesia 

3 

India Pakistan 

75 
5 

75 
176 

251 80 

400(c) 300(c) 
340 

55(b) 
120(b) 

210 
·256 
157 
45 

1,068 815 

1,319 895 --

(b) Figures on Chinese tanks are approximate and are based on sight­
ings by US military personnel. Pakistani officials in con­
versations with US officials have cited lower totals of 150-160 
Chinese tanks. However, some elements of the US intelligence 
community believe that the combined T34/54 (Chinese tank) 
inventory may run as h~gh as 200-300. 

(c) The Shermans are considered obsolescent, primarily because of 
the wear and tear of over 20 years. Repair and configuration, 
perh~ps with a larger gun, is possible but would be un­
realistically expensive. The Pakistanis have told us that the 
T-34 are of little use. We may credit this assertion in view 
of the fact that the T-34, the workhorse of the Soviet forces 
in World War II, is an aged design, even though we don't know 
the- history of these particular tanks. 

BB e fl!! 'f 
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GOP military planners must accept the existing political 
situation and military capabilities; These, rather than the 
presumed intentions, particularly presumed good intentions, 
are the only reasonable basis for their work. Politically, 
they find themselves still at odds with India, with the 
principal issue of contention--Kashmir--still unsolved. It 
led to war once and could do so again. In such a war, East 
Pakistan would be almost defenseless and the key clashes could 
again be ~xpected on the Punjab plain and the deser~s of the 
Sind. In both areas armor could be expected to play the key 
role in ground warfare. 

The military implications are ominous. I 
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III. SOURCES OF SUPPLY 

A. India 

l. Indigeno~s production of 50 per year. 

2 •· 150 Vickers which a recent intelligence 
report indicates India has ordered in the UK. 

3. 250 T-55s on option from USSR. 

B. Pakistan 

l. China - GOP states none on order and agrees 
to order none (from China or elsewhere) 
without consult~tion USG. 

2. Germany - A proposed transfer of 100 feil 
through because Geroany would deliver only 
through a third country which USG would 
not approve. 

3. Iran - A proposed transfer of up to 200 was 
abandoned at request of USG. 

4. Italy - A proposed sale of indefinite 
quantity has been considered unacceptable 
both because of price and because the tanks 
appear to be in German possession thus 
raising the third country problem. 

5. Belgium - 100 available within one year 
wit11another 100 available later. USG 
awaiting formal request from Belgium for 
transfer of 100 with appropriate data con­
cerning condition, price and terms. 

6. Russia - Indications are tb~t USSR refused 
Ayub on recent trip to Moscow • . GOP, as 
noted in (1) above has agreed to order none 
f~om any source without consultation USG 

7. There are of course other commercial sources, 
such as France, but prices would be prohibitive 

SiJE'RET 
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APPE11l>IX B 

YEAR END REPORT 

I. USG-PAK RELATIONS 

While there has been no single favorable development of 
great magnitude, there have been no unfavorable ones either 
and the totality of smail favorable developments would seem 
to justify the conclusion that relationships did definitely 
improve during the year. Among these developments are: 

a. Improved USG press treatment; 

b. Somewhat less idolatrous press treatment of 
USSR and Chicoms; . 

c. Satisfactory -settlement of the 1965 claim for 
the burning of the USIS Library in Karachi. 

d. Agreement on a satisfactory settlement of the 
1965 seized-cargo claims. (Final closing of 
the settlement bas been delayed by working 
out of details with GOI); 

e. Agreecent to make all commercial wheat purchases 
from US and actual purchase of 300,000 tons; 

f. Reception by Ayub himself and all principal Army, 
Navy and Air Force officers of a high-level 
US military briefing team from Viet-Nam and 
Ayub's gracious recarks at the end of the brie~ing; 

g. Ayub's general Viet-Nam attitude including the 
restrained phrasing of his joint statements from 
Moscow, Paris and other capitals visited; 

h. A more cooperative attitude toward CENTO, both 
privately and publicly; 

1. A request for and participation in bilateral 
naval maneuvers; 

j. A successful visit to the United States by the 
Pakistan Parliamentary Delegation; and 

k. Acceptance of our proposals for improvement in 
import policies. 

83C5T 
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Any satisfaction to be gained from these indications of 
improved relations must be. tempered by the knowledge that 
the tuo biggest problems of our bilnteral relations remain 
unresolved. They are: 

First: Military Supply - A separate memo on .tanks 

covers the principal aspects of this problem; and 

Second: The Renewal of Peshawar - President Ayub and 

the Foreign and Defense Ministers have been informed of our 

desire to continue there, and active negotiations should 

st~rt soon. 

These negotiations will be difficult and the outcome 

is uncertain. In the Pak mind there will be at least .the 

following reasons to refuse to continue: 

a. Continuation is considered to be a 

violation of Ayub's foreign policy of balanced 

relations between USG, USSR and Chicoms; 

b. Great pressure is being exerted by both 

Russia and China. The Pueblo incident will em­

phasize in the Pak mind the gravity with which 

the Communist world regards electronic intelligence 

operations; 

c. Those pressures will cause Pakistan to 

fear reprisals for renewal; 

d. Those pressures will cause Pakistan to 

· hope for rewards for non-renewal; and 

e. Renewal will cause domestic political 

outcry as ·Ayub prepares for a re-election campaign. 

AAGCTT 
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In the Pak mind there will be at least the following 

reasons to agree to renewal: 

a. Ayub's genuine affection for you and bis 

desire to accommodate your wishes; 

b. The knowledge that Pakistan gets some 

useful take from the facility which would ·be 

endangered by the removal of our presence; 

c. The fact that our presence is of economic 

importance to the area; and 

d. A fear that that rejection would so 

adversely affect relations with us as to endanger 

aid programs and the possibility of military 

equipment support. 

Uy instructions concerning the Peshawar negotiations are 

not to allow them to be linked with either aid or military 

supply and I shall of course observe those instructions 

scrupulously. However, it should be borne in mind that 

discussions of all three subjects will proceed in the s~me 

time frame; they~ be related in the Pak mind and our 

policies (and anticipated policies) concern~ng aid and military 

supply will have .a profound effect on the GOP policy toward 

Peshawar. 
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II. PAKISTAN INTERNATIONAL POLICIES 

Pakist~n•s policies vis-a-vis China, Viet-Nam, the Middle 
East, CENTO, and Cyprus continue to be at variance with our 
own, but: 

a. There · appears to be an awakening consciousness 
of the dangers posed by too close association 
with China; 

b. The Viet-Nam position bas been subdued and 
shows some improvement; 

c. The Middle East posture has become less strident; 

d. The hostility to CENTO has softened somewhat, 
and 

e. The Cyprus issue is somnolent, at least for 
the moment. 

III. GOI-GOP RELATIONS 

There has been very °little forward movement. 

Ag~ee~ents re~ched on over-flight privileges and tele­
co~mu~ications have been counterbalaDced by the flap over 
the alleged East Pakistan coup and the expulsion of a diplomat 
on each side. 

There is no visible progress in the restoration of road, water, 
rail and air communications or the resumption of trade. 

There are indications that useful talks may be resumed on 
the problems of the Eastern Waters. 

· Trouble.some border incidents have been contained and the Arey 
C-in-C's have had a friendly and useful exchange. 

Th~ Kcshmir dispute remains on dead center. It is doubtful 
tbat the release of the Sheikh will contribute to a solution 
in the foreseeable future. 

Indeed, it is doubtful that there is a genuine thrust for 
solution on either side. Continued acerbation of the issue 
seecs to serve useful domestic political purposes on both 
sides. 

B!!lOHl' 
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Attempts at third party intervention seem to serve no useful 
purpose at the present time--unless, perhaps, the USG and 
the USSR could and would move in close concert together. 
There would seem to be little prospect of such a movement 
at least before some Viet-Nam solu~ion can be found. 

IV. I:MDI .. i\-PAKISTAN-USG RELATION'S 

There are, of course many differences in our · relations with 
Indi~ and Pakistan, but this is to be expected since we have · 
different objectives in both countries, and our actions elicit 
different reactions. It is neither in the U.S. interest nor 
tbnt ot India or Pakistan to seek exact parity of treatment. 
Nonetheless certain U.S. actions ostensibly f~ow from world­
Wide policies and in those cases the implementation in India 
and Pakistan should be the same. It would seem, however, 
that this bas not been the case. 

a. The PL-480 legislation requires that existing U.S. 
co=mercialmarkets be protected when we sign PL-480 agreements, 
aithough we have generally tried to protect commercial markets 
oi other friendly coWJtries ·• Thus , in India and Pakistan, 
tta normal marketing requirement can be met by· purchases 
f~om either the U.S. and other friendly countries, or any 
combin~tion. The Pakistan normal marketing requirement.has 
been 75,000 tons of wheat for a great number of years whereas 
in India the requirement bas been 200,000 tons. As a result 
of the drought of 1965 and 1966, the. Government of Pakistan 
purchased considerable quantities · of ·wheat with free foreign 
e:cbange since the u.s, supply position during 1966 was severely 
strn~ed and PL-480 difficult to ~btain. As a consequence, · · 
the five-year average. of commercial purchase tor Pakistan 
skyrocketed, and in the last PL-480 agreement the normal 
c~keting requirement_was set at 200,000 tons. The Paks 
point out, quite rightly in my view, that normal marketing 
require~ents ought not to be calculated on the basis of the 
e~t~aordinary requirements which prevailed during the two 
d=ou~hts. In India the gover~ment was much .more conservative 
in using free foreign exchange to purchase food and preferred 
to ru~ the risk of letting the food import pipeline be inter­
rupted with its . consequent effects on distribution. Nonetheless 
t ~ey did buy close to a million tons commercially, but their 
norQal mar~eting r as of ta reement bad 
no been ch:l 



6 
€4_ _ a 

F 
p 

ance -

These requirements are two kinds--po cy 
imp emen a on. On the policy side, the conditions have 

led to fruitful negotiations and change and have contributed 
1 -~,) to Pakistan's development points. On the imple e · side, 
~ f th di ions were develo \, ~~~~:!;,._~'--ilillt.tl~~~:.::;:...~.=.:::,~:;.::.::;.:,:~WA,,_.,.Al,,f::IIAdw.11...a• 

c. Defense expenditures - We have been in a continuous 
dialogue with the GOP on the relationship of defense expe~di­
tures to economic development and have very forcibly pressed 
the point that both total defense expenditures and foreign 
exchange outlays for defense would have to be dr~tically 
reduced from their 1965 levels and kept within bounds; i.e., 
they should not grow more than about 31, per year. Our 
representations were at least in part responsible for the 
raduction in defense expenditures announced in the June budget 
s~eech, and they · have certainly alsostrengthened the han.'iii.__, 

GOP • ... 
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V. ST.~T.8 OF THE MISSION HEP.:E 

A;o::: JitQout exception tbis Mission--State, AID, USIS,r--, 
\-__:_,~ 11s staffed by competent and dedicated peop~ 

~-iciency and morale suffer, however, from the following 
Ci:rcucstances: 

a. Tw·o-year tours are completely i:2adequate. Just when 
a man gets really to know his job and tbe people with whom he 
must deal he is whisked off to another part of the world. 

On August 15 a new Ambassador--new 1D every sense of 
the word--arrived here. Three weeks l~ter the DCM, who had been 
acting as Charge in the absence of an Ambassador, was replaced. 
Scortly thereafter the vacant post of Chief of AID Mission was 
filled, a new Department of Defense Attache ar~ived and Consul 

. General vacancies in Karachi and Labore were filled. The Naval 
Attache has been replaced, the Agriculture Attache has been 
borrowed for Indonesia. The Economic Counselor has just had 
tb=ee months hoQe leave. 

Within the · next few months we will have a new Consul 
G~ner~l in Dacca, a new Political Counselor, a new OSIS 
P~incipal Officer and nev Air and Army Attaches. 

· Before your Ambassador finishes one year of ont:=!::::frers bere witb even a year of be :· and the Economic Counselor. 
• • T '" • 

·. -

service, the 
service will 
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This seems to be standard State Department practice, and 
applies to all echelons. 

The situation could be very much improved if tours 
were for tbree years (or two two-year tours) and more 
attention given to spacing-out· replacements in the various 
missions, posts and stations. Such a change in program 
would both improve efficiency and save money. 

b. The morale of the Mission here understandably 
suffers from the almost total lack of recreational facilities 
and the marked contrast with the situation of the military 
in Peshawar and the American contractors at Mangla. 

This is a hardship post. The water and food are 
un~afe. Summer temperatures rise to 125 degrees, but home 
airconditioning is inadequate and the Ambassador's car is 
the only State airconditioned car in the country. 

The Chancery is a converted residence and many of the 
staff living accommodations are temporary and inadequate. 
·Roofs and windows leak. Plumbing doesn't work. Ttiere are 
constant electric failures. Furnishings of houses and offices 
are unacceptable. 

Personal safety is endangered by the use of left-h~nd 
drive car~ in a left-band side of 'the road country, with 
heavy traffic teaming with cars, taxis, trucks, pedestrians, 
bicycles, tongas, donkeys, water buffalo, bullock carts and 
camels. 

Radio and television are only a few hours a day and 
largely in Urdu. The public movie houses are unsanitary 
and the films, when in English, are abominable • 

.. 
There are no post recTeation facilities. This is in 

s~arp· contrast to both Peshawar and Mangla, where there are 
c:ovie theaters, gymnasiums, bowling alleys, swimming pools, 
tennis and squash courts, basketball courts, baseball and 
tootball fields, children's playgrounds and a golf course (at 
Uangla). 

FY-68 building plans called for the construction of 
staff apartments and a small community center with tennis 
courts and a swimming pool, with Chaccery, Ambassadorial 
Re·sidence a:cd principal officers housing to follow the 
next year·. 
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We are now advised that nothing will be built this 
year or next. The reversal of this program has been a deep 
disappointment, especially since the British, French and 
Ru.ssians are well ahead with similar construction and 

· other missions are getting under way. 

The inconvenience of losing APO privileges has not 
helped. 

Not for my own co1!lfort, because an Ambassador is always 
relatively well off, I'm too busy for rest and recreation 
~nd too old for athletic pursuits, but rather in the 
interests of . the health, safety . and welfare of the American 
personnel who are my concern here, I would respectfully 
request that consideration be given to the following 
requests: 

1. That authorization be issued for 
immediate construction of the originally-planned 
small community house with swimming pool and 
tennis courts, hopefully to be available by iate 
spring ·1963. Substantially all costs would be 
in rupees except for pool filtering equipment; 
and 

2. That future purchases of cars be right­
hand drive and airconditioned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Mr. Preahleat: 

INFORMATION 

T•M&J, Felanary 6, 1968 
3:15 p.m. 

Herewith &a attack on a Soatb 
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of the effectlftae•• a• 10011 a■ po••lltle. 

W. W. lloatow 

-n:Ctt:15T 

WWRoatow:rlll 

/ ' . 
V CT · ~-"'lm 

£ .0~ 123%1, .St:c. 3:4'(b) 
.. 1' r. .. ? ' f ;, !1., 2" '1"083 tr ... .1(, ~ ;; . ., . .(~" . lll.l. ~ .1.Jf 

SK~ ,, U:~~ D..nce e?-3--9?-



INFORMATION 

Tuesday 
February 6, 1968 - - .2.: 55 p. m. 

SITUATION ROOM MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Enemy Attacks in the Khe Sanh Area 

We have just received information that the ARVN unit at 
Lang Vei, to the west of Khe Sanh, was under heavy ground attack 
at 2: 20 p. m. this afternoon. Inftial reports indicate that the enemy 
employed seven tanks; at least one of the_ tanks had been knocked 
out. 

During the contact, the Marines at Khe Sanh fired COFRAM 
from 105mm guns. · _ / 

/S/ . 

·~~ 
W. W. Rostow 

DEa.ASSIFIED 
Authority CJSD In. /tJ --3§:. 7-F, . .<.Jsc.~-✓~ 

By ~/4/ , NA.RA, lnte e{_ -.3--9-i.--
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BECHT 

TuN&J, Febnar, 6, 1968 . 
S:10 p.m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Tbla lllte"'4tw INtwee.a We•ty, 
Baaker. ud. Tllleu wW latere,t yn. 
Tuy aeem to be taldJII Jut the rlabt 
Une. 

WWRoatow:rln 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

q 

\l'hitc House~. Feb. 24, 198! 
Bv-'1-- , NARA, Date ( -.p-~z., 
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FOR THE PRESIDENT 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM BUNKER (Saigon 18269) 

Tuesday, February 6, 1968 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NW 'lb-It/'/ 

BY. e& , NARA Date ~-b-97 

General Westmoreland and I spent about an hour and~ quarter with President 
Thieu the afternoon of February 6. Thieu opened the conversation by calling 
attention to Vice President Ky's TV address· last night informing the people about 
the task force and its· purpose_s. Thieu noted that this program was moving ahead 
and that Ky was, in fact, visiting the First Corps today with Komer. 

I stressed to Thieu how important it was to keep the people informed about the 
Government of Vietnam's efforts. It seemed to me that this was the psychological . 
moment to galvanize the population and to develop their · support for the Government 
of Vietnam and their opposition to the Viet Cong. I urged that Thieu make frequent 
brief appearances on radio and TV to tell the people ,.:\Yhat is going on and to seek 
their support. I said that I had many reports, not oniy from .Saigon, but also from 
the provinces, that the people were angry and resentful at the Viet Cong treachery 
on Tet, and I thought he should capitalize speedily on this mood. I said that we 
wanted~to help and participate in this effort in any way that he thought useful. I left 
with him a detailed memorandum of suggestions for such information activities. 

I suggested to Thieu that other Cabinet members, especially those supervising 
specific emergency activities -- such as public health, refugees, welfare, public 
works -- also speak to the people about their programs and intentions. Moreover, 
other notables in Vietnamese life should be involved in all of these activities and 
should be encouraged to stimulate efforts by the population. I cited as an example 
the mobilization of labor support, observing that we had been impressed that the 
working population even in the poorest sections had not risen to support the Viet 
Cong. I said that I understood they wanted to help and were capable of contributi£g 
to the common effort. I noted some concern among such non-government elements 
that the government was trying to mobilize and control all the efforts and take all 
the credit as well. 

Thieu said this was not the case. He said that one of his concerns was to assure .. .. 
that emergency supplies and programs got to the right people and was not frittered 
away through too many hana.s involved in the till. He said he would assure that the 
present means were prope.rly used. Thieu went on to say that he planned to make 
an address to·the Joint Session of both Houses of the Ass,embly on F ·riday, 
February 9. He noted that there had been critical questions in the Upper House 
today, particularly questioning why the government did not know about the Viet Cong 
attack in advance and take preventive measures. Thieu said the answer was that 
they knew the Yiet Cong capability but not the exac1:'t1ming of such attacks. He also 
remarked that identifying-the Viet.Cong groups was next to impossible as they came 

~ECRFT/EXDIS 
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in dressed as civilians mingling with the rest of the people celebrating Tet. Thieu 
went on to say that he planned to ask the Assembly to confirm the emergency 
measures taken so far by the Government of Vietnam and to empower the govern­
ment to do whatever is necessary. He said he would warn the Assembly that other 
rn.easures may be needed to deal with the situation. 

In connection with the detailed memorandum of suggested information activities 
that the government might pursue, I suggested that they make particularly 
energetic efforts toward the foreign press in order to try to correct the many in:.. 
accuracies being reported. I suggested specifically that Information Director, 
General Linh, might make himself available one-half hour each day to the foreign 
press as this would pay off real dividends in. the U. S. and elsewhere. 

In connection with additional measures by the Government of Vietnam, Westmoreland 
took up the question of mobilization. He said that the Army of the Republic of 
Vietnam had performed extremely well during the Viet Cong attacks ·, that all the . 
division commanders had done well, and the ·corps commanders had also performed 
creditably, but now the Army of the Republic of Vietnam faced the problem of 
rebuilding, as its losses were high and many officers had been assassinated. 
Westmoreland said it was necessary to start drafting 19-year- olds promptly and to 
move on to the 18-year-olds fairly soon, to meet the manpower needs. Thieu said 
he thought the Assembly would no longer insist on the limits indicated in its earlier 
discussion of the partial mobilization decree. He personally saw no problem in 
drafting the 19-year-olds and the 18~year-olds in order to build up the Republic 
of Vietnam Armed Forces by the 65,000 required. Westmoreland gave Thieu the 
latest statistics on enemy killed in action (21,330), detainees (4,727), and weapons 
captured (4,432 individual and 796 crew-served), as well as friendly killed ·in 
action (1,729). 

I raised with Thieu the urgency of e:>..1:ending the curfew so that conditions could 
get back to normal as rapidly as possible in the Saigon area. Thieu confirmed 
that he had approved the task force proposal to divide the city into blue anci red 
zones, and to relax the curfew hours immediately in-the blue zones. I added that 

· I had reports this afternoon that rice and gasoline were being distributed widely 
today. 

Finally, I mentioned again the matter of su:mmary executions and the stakes in the 
central market (mentioned previously). Thieu replied that he had sent for 
General Loan immediately after our earlier talk. He asked Loan about the photo­
graph of his shooting of the Viet Cong officer. Loan said that he had shot him in _ 
the heat of anger, knowing ·au the deaths that he and his forces had caused in Saigon. 
Loan claimed that he had not seen a cameraman in the area. Loan also said that 
the stakes had been put up by the Third Corps .Commander, General Khang. Thieu 
said he had instructed Khang to remove them, noting that there were means of 
military justice available for such cases. He added that the stakes had reen · 
removed, a fact we had also· confirmed. 
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1. I DELIVERED THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE TO KOSYGIN AT 3 P.M. TODAY. 

·2. UPON HF:ARHJG 'fRANSLATIOU Or MESSAGE, J<OSYGIN ASXtfD ·Ml!: • TO CO t~VEY HIS 
11Mtms ·ro PRESIDENT• AT SAME TIME HE \1ANTED M~ TO TC:t.L PRESIDl~N'f 1'HAT 
IT \'/AS Dirf-'!CULt fOR HIM ro l]NDERS1',HlD '£HIS SITU,~TION& wm:·N A vr::ssr-.:t. 
GO'!" IWfO TERRITORIAL \:/ATERS or- o·f!-!ER t~ATIONS, Ml\r'fEH SHOULD BE Hf.SOLVED 
IN ACCORD1'1tCE lJORNAL PROCEDURES. i\S us 1rs~t..lt' HAD S(lID, SQVXE:T V.ZSSEl,.S • 
Al.'i'HGUGH /\DMlYTEDLY THl!:Y l1f-:RE FISiiI(JG VES.SELS 9 HAD lN'fRUOSD HJ US 'ff.RR­
ITOT?l,~t UATEns. us HAD SEIZED vr:SSELS, ?UT CAPrAINS TO TRIALt AN}) LEV-­
IED FINES \·JHl CH USSR THEN PA ID 11 S IMII..AH I NC I DENTS HAl) '°l' f.\l{fi:N Pl.AC.!:: ! ti 
NOlHJEG!Atl T£nnlTORIAL \-JsiTERS~ 8U'r SOV1ttrs /\GAXN usn:o DlPI.OM/\TIC CHAN­
NELS, APOLOGIZED, PAID FINE ANO SETTL~D MATTtRo IN NO INS1ANCE HAD THE 
SOVIETS DlSPAl'CtlF.O THEIR NAVAL VESSEl .. S ALTHOUGH, IN CASE Or NOfH.J/\Y_.-

PAGF. nw RUEHCR 2 708F'D 6 F. e R E T 
l'HERE: t·JAS l'OWEHF"UL SOVIET SIJRrACE M·lD SUBMAH11Ht rl..EE1" IN VICINITY. !N 
c:vtrn y IfJS'f AIJCE sov IE'rS HAD SOUG}fi srnTLC: I NC IDEtHS ~OIBOUG H l) IPl..O MAT lC 
ClfA:rnELS lHl'HOUT RAISH1G TENSIONS Mm \HTl·l0U1 CREATHh3 POSS!Bll.tT't' 01-"' 
CONF'l.IC)' • ON OTHER HANI) 9 us REACTr~D ·ro .PL!E:BI .. O St•:IZIJRE BY DISPATCH!t~G 
/\IRCR/\F't CMrnxrrns AND OTHER VESSELS, \-/HlCH llW!C/4TED TIIA1' THEfH~ \/ER~ 
MANY HOt~{tADS IN PENTAGON WHO NEEDED TRANQUILIZERS~ KOSYGIN SAID TlME 
HAD PASSED \'lHEU 1' Hl1f.:A 'l'S WOR 1{€0 OH WHEN GR~:fl 1' POWERS GOUl.D S H}PL Y 
FL!CI~ l'li:::IH FINGERS ANfJ HAVE SMALLER NA'1IOIJS J)O .. WH,\T ·tt,EY . \UdHE:D THEN 

· 1'0 DO. IT HAS IN DC:SIHE TO PUT Pm:SLO IfJCIDTiNT IN ·PROPEn PlH!SPEC'flVb: 
·rHAT HE H/1D SAID IU NEW DELHI: THAT nns \;JAS LOCAL COl'Jr!..IC'f tiHICH 
SHOUI.D BE s1-:1·r1.r-:o 13Y TWO PAIH'IES CONCERNED• . 

·. ~ -

3. REF'E_RRitf ct ''i'o PRESID[NT'S MEtrrION or, 1NFIL'fR/fflOl~t' l<OSYGIU /iSS~HTEO 
IfWILTRATlOlL.GOitW IN BO'fH DlRECTlOttS /\ND MF:RELY -REVLT::ct£D !-lA1'UH/\L 
D~:SlRE-' lWREAir :PEOPLE !;-OR REUNlF'lC(\1'ION THf.IH DIVIDED COUl:J'fRY. If US 
WERE DIVIDED'; \ ~Jr::. SOULD ALSO HAVE IIW1LYHA1'I0N IN BOT!{ DlR~:c·noNs. 11'1 , 

· ANY EVENT, AREA · WAS CLOSE to SOVl[T TERRITORY hND SOVIET UNION COULD NOT 

. -S-EORE'f 

·- ·-----------···-~--·- --·--------·-· ·-----·-·-- ·-
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. .. i .. , MOSCOW 2708, li'gBRUARY 6 ~ - ,.. 
. Bur 13~: C01vCER~l[O MWUT I IWHr:ASSD TEl-!S!Of.SS AND POSSI!JILITY . 0~ r~1r:10~~~';!~ 
· THf.HEe Hl! HEl1£RArED Tl<AT iT OETTER TO lWfrn THRO~J.GH . ~1Pl.01'1t-t!IC ~H{! 111~~1...S 

THROUGH.EXCHAl{G[ Or"' t·\F.SSAG~:s, ETCe, AND rio·r ro Re.Sorn TO SHOl·} Or ;-ORCE. 

4. THIS CO!WEC1'10t! 0 HE tWnrn SOVIETS llhD NOT DI5PATGHEO :THEin r"LEET .. 
1,H{f~N - RECEIJiL Y US DESTROYER COLLIDitO Wll'H SOVIET MEHCHMJ't Vl!SSl!:L. !N 
'i'IUS CI\S~: roo J us DECIDED !WT E1JE!'J ·co APOLOGIZE BIH ' HA'HIEH TO f.',HGJJE· THAT 
SOVIET VESSF.l. HAS At l .. AUJ .. r O AT SP.P. p rHE:H~ \J,~RE CER'rflH~ RULES ·ro Er.: AB­
IDED BY AND IF THEY VERE VlOLnTED, APOLOGY W~S IN ORDERo FORtUHAf~LY, 
sovn:r VG:SSF.J .. \-U\S DAMAGED ABOVE RA.tHS8 THAN BF.LOW WATER LINE, orHE:fWISI:: 
IT VOULD HAVE SUNK. 

5. t POINTED OUT WE HAD DELIVERDD A NOTE TO MFA YESTERDAY IN VHlCH WE 
DESCRIBED -CIRCUMSTANCES OF COLLISION AND IWDfCATED FACT THAT OUR DES• 
THOY~R lt~D IHGH'i" OF Uf\Y UNDER llJ'fEFllM'i'.tONAL r1l!GULATZ01JS ~ l<OSYGIN 
c,)Ual'2f<~~o J3Y ASSERTING OUR CA$~ IW'r CONVIOC!tW Al·lD VlE SIMPLY TRYING ?RO• 
TECT Olll1 CA?'(AIN BY STl~~'.TCH!llG THE ·rnu1·1i. SO\JlE'l'S Df~ALT WITH THC.:IR 

· Clt?!AINS COMMI'1'TitJG SHHLAR VlOLATlONS QU11'E DlrFEREIHL't': THEY DEMO'fEO 
' . 'iHEM AND DEPRIVED rH~M Or SHIP COMViAND. 

<5~ REVERTING TO PU5:8LO INCIDENT, I POIWrr:D o.ur 'rHA'f WH1L&: lNC!l)l'i:tH 
crrrm UY 1<0SYGIN IUVOLVED SOVll~T FISHIDG VESS~;Ls~ PtJ!!DLO \,JAS A NAVAi .. 
w:smrc.. THEHE \:1/\S l)!F'ftc.lH::l~CC: BE'i'\H~C:N PROC-!::Durrns VOR HAt-lDLlNG F!SlHNG 

. ·VC:SSF;LS Al~O- THOSE REGARDHIG HAVflL SHIPS o ·tliEHE H/1D BEE~J Ct\$ES UHE1~E 
SOVI~T NAVAL VESSELS INTRUDED IN us TERRiTORIAL WATERS. Bur WE MERELY 
{\S!(iW .rHl~M 'CO LEf',VE tdiD DXD tJOT SEIZ£ ·riu,:r10 (\$ HOSYGII~ lHlS\:/' OUR POSl .. 
TlOH t-JAS THAT PUEHl .. 0 MAD BEC:N SEIZt~O !N Ul'l'£li1MY100/\L \·JATERS. HOWtlJER, 
EV~N IF IT HAD INTRUDED INTO NORTH KOREnN !EflHITORIAL WATERSp PROPER · 
!~}~~CEO URE_ SHOULD !!AVE BE~:N TO,_/\S~ l! TO Ll!:f\VC: RATHER THAN SEI7.E ' rr. ! 
·r.Ht.tJ P?HHED our, &,HAT C~!DC!~l!.N!?.l~ Or }~c.CE~T CVE(ll"S Hl KOREf\ t SUCH A5 
t,ORTli i!OHEAI! P~f\l~ Fon ~S~ASSJ.lM!lON OI• __ Plll•.S!DENl" P/.',n!( AU{) OUR AMBASSADOR 
/\UD PIJF.0LO SEIZUHF.:, Cnl~A fl!:!) GREAT COUGt.HN AMOtHi SOU'rH 1Wl1?ANS MHO DID 
!~or. •WO\•' l~HA'r ~o E)\P£cr N~xr FRON NOHrH KOH EA') r ~ t:Lso POI NTF.D our 
rl{A r ~l!:i: \·lr .. ~E TH YH1G TO US:!. D IPt.OMAT I.C Mfr:MW TO SECURE nELEtiSE: Or PU:!8l.0 
MW 11 S CRf::\J II AND EXPRESSED HOPE T H.1~ T MEE'i [NGS f-i"C Pi'HH·iUNdOM \'JOULD SOON 
-8EAR F'H IJ r:r • 
5. XOSYGIN SAID HF. !HOLJCHIT oiscu~-iSIONS /1! PA!HllJNJOM \vl::-nE PROCE[DI!~G 
l·!ORMALI.Y AND m~OULD BF.: COUYI NUEO • \)tfd~C'r ll.il"'.i'l.~)RTH .l<OHEAN ~fALl<·S HUC.ll ·MO·· 
}H~ USEfUL THMJ Itrn:HCES5.tON BY THIRD PAR"tYo rnr F!ELT 'nlt,r PAIJl-iUtlJON ME~:t­
INGS APPARENTLY GAVE SOME SATISfACT!ON to BOTH US A~D NORIH KOREA~ 

G~ WHr:N r rrntTERl\Tfrn MY HOPE Fon PHOMP1' succr~sSF'Ut. OUTCOME 1'1!05tr 1'1'1Ll(S, 
l<OSYtHrJ SA 10 sovuns ALSO fWtERESTED ur ?HOMPT SE'1'TL[MENT or- 1l1C!DEN! · 
Sl-NCE THEBC: WEil[ £UOUGH CONl;-1.ICTS IN \:10RLD ALHEADY AND TltERF. \'1AS NO 
N[ED TO HAVE A NEW ONE. 

7b KOSYG!ti THEU RAISED MIDDLE E"s1· Alm VIETNAf•1,-. WH1CH flEPOfHED SiPAfU)T­
F.L Y • A'f E trn 01:- MEET H~G 1 /\.'rnED HIM WHs'\T HF. PROPOSC::D ra GI VF. 'tO · PliESf; 
ABOUT OUR MESTING. HE.SAID THAT, AS LAST TiME~ HE WOULD ISSUE kTATENENT 
THA'C HE lUiD MET iHrH .ME AT MY O\•JN REQUEST. \:J!1'H NO I NDlCtn· !Oil QF' SUB·• Jr:cn; D !SCUSSl!D. 
GP ... 1. \" H0Mf'S0U 

, _______ .... ---•-·--·-. -•-"' --··---· .. ------



-GONnBENTb\-L-
T•ffG&J', Febnary 6, 1961, 10:20 A. M. 

MEMOaANDUM l'Oll THE PR.au:>ENT 

SUBJECT: hcorfl of NSC Dlaaaaeloa ef Bay of P11a. Apdl ll, 1961 

A e1ao,... d&eck rtrnala Iller• are AO official or waolftclal 
recorcl• of dae dlae.aaloa la tbe NSC oa April 2Z, 1961, el tbe 
Bay of Pl&•• 

Frm tile Mpnnt91 of tile Keaae4y ,.dmbd•tratloa watll 311ly 1961. 
tile recor4 .t NSC ...U..• coa•l•te Ollly of the actloas takea. Tile 
pn.c:tlce of tile El• ....... •r •cbnlalatratloa of prepanac -.mmaTty utea 
for tbe Prealcie■t'• u.ae eely wa• cllaeo■Urmecl. Mac lhuMly'• fll•• 
~oatal• DO memoran4am 9f tile dl•c,aa■l-. Tb• th•• actia& Exec.al•• 
hcretar,- of dae NSC, Marioa Bo11•, NJ• that lie baa no aot•• oa 
UaiameeUaa. 

TIier• la attacllecl tbe Record ef Acdea foJlowlaa ~• Apnl U, 1961. ........ 

AU&cluneat: 
TOP SECRET 
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BNIBl.ey Smith 
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NSC ACTIONS .liOS. 2406-2409 

RECORD OF ACTIONS 
by the 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
a.tits 

copy. oo. 1 \ -----

FOUR HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-EIGHTH MEETING 
held on 

A ril 22 l 61 

The President presided at this meeting. The Secretary of the Treasury 
and the Director, Bureau of the Budget, participated in the actions 
below. The Attorney General; the Acting.Chairman, Joint Chief's of 
Staff'; the Director of Central Intelligence; The Director, U.S. 
Information Agency; the Under Secretary of State; the Deputy Secretary 
of Defense; the Secretary of the Army; the Secretary of the Navy; the 
Acting Secretary of the Air Force; the Deputy Under Secretary of State; 
the Counselor, Department of State; the Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense; the Administrator, National Aeronautics and Space Administra­
tion; the Executive Secretary, National Aeronautics and Space Council; 
General Maxwell Taylor; General David Gray, U. s. Army; the Deputy 
Director (Plans), Central Intelligence Agency; the Special Counsel 
to the President; the Special Assistants to the President for National 
Security Affairs and for Science and Technology; Mr. Bromley Smith, 
National Security Council; and the Acting Executive Secretary., National · 
Security Council., attended the meeting. The Chairman., Atomic Energy · 
Commission., and the Adviser to the President on Disarmament participated 
in NSC Action No. 2408. The Deputy to the Adviser to the President on 
Disarmament and the Deputy Director., u. S. Disarmament Admin:lstration, 
attended the meeting for NSC Action No. 2408. 

ACTION . 
NUMBER SUBJECT 

24o6. U. S. POLICY TOWARD CUBA . 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority t:J LK 9 S -4 j 
Bv~ . NARA. Date t/AUlfill 

e.. -Noted the President's view that there should - be no further discussion outside the Govern-
ment of' the meaning ot recent landings in 
Cuba, since the object now is to move f'orward • 

.E· Noted the President's view that U.S. citizens 
in Cuba should be shortly advised again of the 
view of this Government that they should leave 
Cuba, and that at an appropriate time publi-
city should be given --to this advice. · 

N~C ACTIONS NOS. 2406-2409 1 -
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ACTION 
NUMBER SUBJECT 

24o6.. U. S. POLICY TOWARD CUBA (Continued) 

Action Memo 
sent to State 
end Defense 

Act i on Memo 
sent to HEW 
and CIA 

Action Memo 
sent to State 
and Defense 

c. Noted the President's viev that U. s. 
assistance to active guerrillas in Cuba · 
should, for the present, be extended only 
where there is a moral obligation., or to 
assist in survival or evacuation. Guerrillas 
With whom the United States may be in contact 
should be advised to lie low for the present. 
This directive should, however, be constantly 
reviewed 1n the light ot the changing internal 
situation in Cuba. 

d. 

e. 

Discussed the training of Cuban soldiers, and 
agreed that the question of possible forms of 
large•scale, open enlistment of Cuban soldiers 
should be studied by the Departments of State 
and Defense. 

Discussed the support of refugees, and noted 
the President's directive that levels of 
support should be reported to him With 
recomrr.endations for their improvement, and 
his desire that such support should be open 
and overt. The President also directed that 
the adjustment of Cubans to life in the United 
States should be given particular attention 
by the Department of Health, Education and 
Wel.f'are. 

f. Noted that an interdepartmental study group 
would be considering an increase in u. S. 
assistance to La.tin American countries in 
matters relating to internal security and 
counter-guerrilla activities, and agreed 
that a representative of the Department of 
Justice should be added to this group. 

J. Noted the President's desire that there be 
prompt recommendations with regard to trading 
with Cuba from the Departments of State and 
the Treasury. 

h. Noted the President's directive that the pos­
sibility be studied of creating a Caribbean 
Security Agency, to which we and the other 
Caribbean countries would contribute forces, 
and to whom any na.tion attacked could appeal 
tor help. 

NSC ACTIONS NOSo 24o6-24Q9 
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24o6. U.S. POLICY 'roWARD CUBA (Continued) 

Action Memo 
sent to Justice 
and CIA 

Action Memo 
sent to State 

Action Memo 
sent to Defense 
and CIA 

.1. Noted that the Attorney General and the 
Director of Central Intelligence would 
examine the possibility of stepping up 
coverage of Castro activities in the United 
States • 

.J.• Noted that the Secretary of State had 
established an Operations Group in the 
Department under Ambassador Achilles, who 
would be responsible for all action with 
respect to the Cuban situation. 

k. Noted the President's request that he and the 
Vice President receive from the Department of 
State prompt information as to which govern­
ments have been helpful. in various parts of 
the Cuban crisis., and which unhelpful. 

1. Noted the President's desire that a prompt and 
up-to-date report on Soviet assistance to Cuba 
be furnished by the Department of Defense and 
the Central Intelligence Agency to the 
Director, U. s. Information Agency, and the 
Department of State. 

2407. STRENGTHENING THE BASIC U. S. POSTURE TOWARD THE COMMUNIST WORLD 

Action Memo 
sent to Defense 
and OCDM 

a. Discussed possible changes in the level of 
effort of the United States in the fields of 
military activity, foreign pol.icy, civil 
defense, andpara-military effort. The 
President announced his prospective appoint­
ment of General. Maxwell Taylor to advise him 
with respect to ways and means of improving 
U.S. efforts in para-military, guerrilla 
and counter-guerrilla activities, in the 
light of recent experiences. It was agreed 
that the Department of Defense would review 
its military budget, and that the study of 
the civil defense posture of the United 
States should be expedited by the Specia.l 
Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs, in consultation with the 
Department of Defense and the Office of Civil. 
and Defense Mob~liza.tion. 
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M:r. President: 

ACT.lON 

Tuesday, Fi b. 6, 1968 
9:50 a . m. 

Herewith constructive thoughts from Amb. Lodge. 

May I make them available to Sects. Rusk ancl 
McNamara and Dick Helms ? · 

W. W. Rostow 

Y ee ---
No 

Call m e ---

TOP SECR:E'J! attachment (log 52.0 memo Z/ 5/ 68 fm HCLodge to P) 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

February 5, 1968 

,q,op SE G~'I' - NOD IS 

To: 

From: 

1. While some of the recent raids in Viet~Nam eventually took on 

a conventional military aspect (as, for example, in Hue)
1
most 

of them were clandestine; were conducted in civilian clothes; 

and were closely intertwined with the civilian population for 

information, for path finding, and for attempted political effects. 

2. These raids, therefore, were appropriate activities for the use 

of police-type techniques and it seems fair to conclude that if 

the police-type work -- whether by military or police personnel 

had been superior, many of the raids would have been prevented 

and those which would not have been prevented would have been 

more rapidly put down. 

3. 'TI'iexistence of effective police-type forces being, I believe, 

utterly vital both in the long and short run, I suggest that the 

present is a good time to have a fresh audit made of the ade­

quacy of existing Vietnamese forces -- as to size, organization 

and training -- to perform those police-type functions. 

4. This audit should be made by a civilian, since these clandestine 

terrorist raids involve weighty political and psychological consider­

ations which make•them altogether dtlferent from the military. The 

'±'OP BB CRET - NO DIS . 
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audit should be done as quietly, tactfully, unobtrusively, in­

formally -- and rapidly -- as possiple. 

5. The above is said without derogating from the courageous per­

formance of individual Vietnamese during the past week and 

from what has already been accomplished by the Americans 

in charge of pacification. 

6. This moment may, howev.er, be the heaven-sent opportunity 

to give the GVN some much needed stimulus which normally 

they would not be able to take. 

7. Some of the questions to which answers should be obtained, 

on the American side, are: 

a) With how much intensity and sharp focus is the job of 
revamping the ARVN going? 

b) How clearly is the new mission of the ARVN, notably 
in its sociological and civil implications, understood 
up and down the line? 

c) Are the ARVN trainers persuading and enthusing? 

d) Do the trainers understand it all themselves? 

8. Some questions on the Vietnamese side are: 

a) What progress has been made on rooting out the Viet 
Cong :infrastructure in the places which were raided 
last week? 

b) If, as has been reported, advance knowledge existed 
of the intended raids, what was dbne . before the raids 
took pla~e by way of a "comb out 11

, that is: verifica­
tion of identity cards, checkpoints, curfew, etc. 

TOP SECRET - NODIS. -



~ 5EC~r - NODIS 

- 3 -

c) · To what extent were the infiltrators picked up when 
they arrived in town? 

d) Are the police generally easily available in the slum 
section,of Saigon where information on location of 
Viet Cong normally exists? If not., are steps being 
taken to make them so? 

e) What is the feasibility of organizing the urban masses 
themselves to help the police? 

.,l!OP SE Cij.ET - NO DJS 

. . .,. ~., . 
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INFORMATION 

T•841ay, F41bna:ry 6, 1968 
9:05 a.m. 

Mr. PnaW.at: 

Herewltll tbe North Koreaa• 
reqaest a meetlq of ti.. Military 
Armlatlce Commlll■loa Sec:ret&rl•• 
for , . 1:00 a. m. tomorrow moral.as our 
time. The purpose l• obacve. You 
may wl•h to aet Sec. •••k' • vlew of 
lta •llalflcaace at the 10:00 a. m. 
meetlaa till• montaa. 

w. W. Roatew 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ q1,-;q3 

By Ck , NARA Date U-J.q7 

WWRo•tow:rln 
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T .. adaJ, Febru.rJ 6, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PR.ESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Your Meetta1 wi~h Jean Rer 
WedaeadaJ, Febra&rJ 1, 5:30 P. M. 

A■ 'h•cl of the CommlaalOD of the E-.ropeaa Commaaltl•• (Commoa 
Market, E11ratom. Coal and Steel Co•811111ltJ). Rey la one of the moet 
lalbaeatial official• ha E1U'OJ>•· o.r-, h1a yialt here he ia meetla& with 
y01ar ■•Dior actri■era on balance of paymeat■ 1••-•• trade, &ll'h:altllre, 
■cieace a.ad atomic eaeray. He will ■peak at a National Pr••• Clab 
laaclleoA OD the day of bl• meetia1 with yCMt. Hla maia purpose ta comlaa 
here, on hl• flrat Yi■tt a■ Pre■ideat of the Conmd■aloa. ia to meet with 
you. 

a..,,• worriea here are the impact of our balance of paJaDt• pro­
aram oa the Commaaitie■ -- malaly la the trade field, 1DO¥e■ toward 
pretelltioaiam, and our contiaued ■apport lor Eu-op ... 1111lty • 

.Attached i• a &ood briefia1 memo from Nick Katseabach, with talkiaa 
polata and bloarapl:aic laformatioa. 

I would oaly add that 1ley may briaa 11,p the queatioa of UK eatrJ into 
the Commanities. Hl• •peech to the Pr••• Club meation■ the hope of a 
rea■oultly compromiae. Thl• may tarll out to be a form of •••ociation 
•laort of full memMrahip. (Should he raiae thi• posalbillt,, JOI& may 
wbh to _tell him we would fiad it damaalai to our trade lmeruta, witboat 
0U.ettia1 political aft'&ata1e._ J;; . *••·· 

Rey will be accompaalecl by Vice Pre■ideat Hellwi1 (Germaa, ia charge 
of atomic e11er11 matter■), Commlaeioner Deal&• (Freach, la. cltarg• of 
exteraal trade), and Mr. Riffiet (Rey'• ■peclal aa■lataat). 

Nlck Katzenbach, John Leddy and Amba••ador Scbaetcel will be comlag 
from State. I will be staadillg by with Ed Fried. 

;t.-~ ~ ~ tl.S ~c:.,;.._, . Zv~ ~ o/~~. ~ 
_ .,._;t:, ~ ~ U. k · ~ ~ ~ ~ J -II ~ L ~ __.rv ~ ~ 

w VI. W. Rostow 

-£0.NFtDEN'flA b 



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 
. . 

WASHINGTON 

February 5, 1968 
CONFII.lENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Your Meeting with President Rey 
of the European Communities, 
February 7, 5:30 p.m. 

· Jean Rey is making his first official visit to 
Washington as President of the Commission of the 
European Communities, a post he assumed in Julyl967. 

Our most important objective in this visit is: 

To impress upon the Connnission that 
we are determined to improve our 
balance of payments with European 
surplus countries. We seek their 
cooperation in promoting economic 
expansion, taking actions to increase 
our exports and/or agreeing not to 
retaliate against our own measures to 
increase our trade surplus. 

In addit i on, we want: 

To stress that combating protectionism 
in the U.S. requires Connnission action 
to hold down protectionist moves in the 
Connnunities and progress to reduce 
non-tariff barriers; and 

To convince Rey of your interest in his 
playing a positive role in the negotia-' 
tion of a verification agreement under 
the NPT between the Connnunities and the 
IAEA. DECiASSlFIED 

lt.O. 12958, Sec.-3.6 . 
CONFIDEUJ:'IAh NW . t/l,-/9'f . 

BY, . Qk . , NARA Date·t .,4.-97 
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Rey's · objectives are: 

Continued U.S. support for European unity based 
on the European Communitieso 

You might point out that this is long-standing 
UoSo policyo It ~s also important to main­
tain the momentum of the British applicationo 

·. 
To encourage you to resist protectionist pres-
sures threatening the Kennedy Round, and to 
abolish the American Selling Price. 

Recount your efforts with the Congress but 
point out that fighting protectionism is a 
two-way street. 

To explore establishing some sort of consultative 
mechanism between the U.S. and the Commission, an 
idea he is developing further within the Commis­
sion and with the members. 

-Q Tell him we agree to the usefulness of high­
level consultation as needed to deal with . 
problems of mutual concern. Just before his 
call on you we will have held a meeting between 
his party and interested sub-Cabinet officials 
focusing on the balance of payments problemo 
We can proceed in this informal manner to 
build up experience on the right form of 
consultationo 

Enclosed are talking points for your meeting (Tab A)o 
I have sent you a separate memorandum with a suggested. text , 
for a Joint Statement to be issued after your meeting with 
Reyo If you agree to such a statement, you may wish to 
review it with Rey at this meetingo 

CONFIDE~ITIAL 
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Vice President Hellwig and Commissioner Deniau will 
_accompany Mr. Rey to the White House and will hope to 
greet youa 

I will be present for the meetingo Assi~tant Secretary 
for European Affairs Leddy and Ambassador Schaetzel will 
also be availableo 

A short fact sheet on the Communities with biographic 
data on Rey and his party is also enclosed (Tab B)o 

Enclosures: 

Tab A - Talking Points. 
Tab B - Fact Sheet and Biographic Data. 

CONFIDEHTIAL 



TALKING POINTS 

Presidential Opening 

Congratulate Rey on his role in the success of 
the Kennedy Round and his efforts to maintain 
forward motion on development of the European 
Communities and on U.K. membership. 

State continued support of European unification 
based on the European Communities. 

Balance of Payments 

You May Wish to Say 

U.S. is determined to reduce balance of payments 
deficit this year, by a tax increase and a curb on 
Government expenditures at home; a curb on capital 
outflows, travel and Government expenditures abroad, 
and improvement in our trade position. 

The countrie& of the European Communities have 
responsibilities to help restore international 
payments equilibrium. The Commission can help by: 

promoting economic growth in member countries; 

taking actions which increase U.S. exports and/or 
by agreeing not to retaliate against measures the 
U.S. may take to increase its trade surplus. 

Rey May Say 

Your program is courageous, but Europeans demand restraint 
on U.S. inflation and regard your income tax surcharge 
proposal as crucial. 

The U.S. already has a billion dollar trade surplus with 
the Communities. Trade restriction is contagious. 

You May Wish to Respond 

-- We favor an expansionary rather than a restrictive 
-approach to the balance of payments problem but thi·s 

. depends on Europe:an cooperation. 
J)ECLASSI-FIED 

,E.O. ·12958,· cc . . 3.6 
.. . NL{ IJb-19"/- . 
BY. CJ£ ,NARA Date~-i> ~97 

) 
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Protectionism 

Rey May Say 

He hopes you will succeed in resisting the protectionist 
threat and get Congress to abolish the American Selling 
Price. 

You May Wish to Say 

We will submit legislation to Congress to terminate 
the American Selling Price system and to endorse 
negotiations for reduction of non-tariff barriers. 

Liberal trade is a two-way street. The Commission 
should hold down EC protectionist moves (e.g., by 
resisting pressures for a highly restrictive tobacco 
policy, avoiding increased levies on poultry, 
exercising restraint toward increased export subsidies) 
that stimulate protectionist sentiment in this - country 
and by moving forward together with us to reduce non­
tariff trade barriers. 

Non-Proliferation Treaty 

You May Wish to Say 

We are pleased we obtained Soviet agreement to an . 
Article III (on safeguards) satisfactory to our allies. 
The text together with our. interpretations in Geneva 
will permit the EC Commission to negotiate a verification 
agreement with the I.AEA. 

We hope Rey will use his influence to ensure a 
successful negotiation with the IAEA, showing the 
same statesmanlike approach he displayed during th~ 
Kennedy Round. 

Rey May Reply 

It is too early for the Commission to begin negotiations 
with the IAEA. Member countries will first nave to 
give it a mandate to do so. 

·coNFIDEHTIA!, 
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You May Wish to Respond 

Even though it may be too early for formal negotiations, 
the Commission should prepare itself for informal 
contacts with the IAEA as soon as possible. 

U.K. Membership 

You May Wish to Say 

We favor steps which maintain the mo:nentum of the 
application of the U.K. and other European applicants 
(Norway, Denmark and Ireland). 

Rey May Sa:l_ 

Since the French veto last December, the task of 
keeping the U.K. application alive has been complicated 
by the German desire not to break with France and U.K. 
unwillingness to consider any compromise arrangement 
which does not · lead to full membership at a specified 
stage. 

You May Wish to Respond 

We have always opposed special trading arrangements 
between the U.K. and the Six (such as the French have 
mentioned and the Germans have been toying with) not 
involving a firm commitment on membership. Such 
arrangements would discriminate against U.S. exports, 
without offsetting political advantages. This would 
be especially difficult now in view of our balance of 
payments problem and the rise of protectionist sentiment. 

Consultative .Arrangement 

Rey May Say 

He would like to explore with EC governments the 
possibilities of some institutionalized mechanism for 
high-level consultation between the Commission and the 
U.S. He may refer to his meeting with sub-Cabinet 
officials ·on the balance · of . payments as bei~g a useful 
precedent. 

..CONFIDE~ITL'\I. -
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You May Wish to Say 

We are willing to consult at high levels as needed 
to head off or solve problems which may arise between 
us. Cite Katzenbach visit January 4 and Rostow visit 
January 29 as examples. We would think it useful to 
continue informally buildi~g up experience, as in the 
combined meeting earlier in the day. 

Joint State-::nent 

(If you have agreed to issue a joint statement), you 
may wish to go over the suggested text with Rey. 

amfPIDE~H'IAL 
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. l)EC'LASSlF.'1.ED 
Fact Sheet and Biographic Data E .. O~ 12958,_-S·~ -3.6 . -

NU ·_ tJb~19i[_ -• 
The European Communities ·-~Y. ·.:_a --- ,,NARA.Date-f-k fZ 

The European Communities form the basis --for European 
unification. They comprise the Common Market, Euratom 
and the European Goal and Steel Community. Last July 
their separate executive bodies were merged into the single 
14-member Commission of the European Communities and Rey was 
named by the six Member States (France, Italy, Germany and 
the Benelux countries) to be its first president. The major 
powers of the Commission are so far primarily in the trade 
and agricultural fields. However, as the customs union 
(which will be completed in July 1968) develops into full 
economic union, the powers of the Commission and its president 
will expand. The Six are already increasingly coordinating 
their international monetary and financial policies in the 
framework of the Communities. 

Jean Rey 

Jean Rey, 65, the son of a Protestant clergyman, is a 
Belgian national who was trained as a lawyer and ~erved as a 
minister in several Belgian Governments. He has been a 
Commissioner of the Common Market since its inception in 1958 
and was elected President of the unified Commission in July 
1967. Rey was the able negotiator for the Common Market during 
the Kennedy Round trade negotiations, which he believes · to be 
an example of the meaning of partnership with the United States. 
His support of U.K. membership in the European Communities _ 
despite French opposition has been courageous and statesmanlike. 
He will be a key figure in whatever is worked out between the 
U.K. and Europe. 

Rey is deeply committed to European unification and to 
partnership with the United States but has to tread carefully 
to take account of present French policy. His daughter lives 
in California where her neuro-surgeon husband is a professor 
at UCLA. He speaks fluent English. 

Accompanying Rey 

Commission Vice President Fritz Hellwig and Commissioner 
Jean Francois Deniau will accompany Rey to the White House and 
will hope to greet you. 

Hellwig comes from the European Coal and Steel Community 
where he was one of the more powerful members • . His political 
base is Ruhr industry and he is on good terms with Chancellor 
Kiesinger. He is_ frie~dly to us a~d speaks go?d English. 

_CONFIDENTIAL 
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Deniau is a brilliant young Frenchman whose primary 
responsibility in the Commission is foreign trade. Although 
commit t ed to European unification, friendly to us and not a 
Gaullist, Deniau is prudent about questions on which he 
disagrees with General de Gaulle. 

Photographs are enclosed. 

CGWFIDE:m'IAI:r 
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-8ECREY Tuesday, February 6, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Aircraft Sale to Iarael 

Just to give you a full re•ponae to your queriee Sunday, the 
hraelia and Defenae •iped the agreement on January 30 for 40 more 
Skyhawka. They did thh on the baa is of your statement to Eshkol that 
you would ·· add z7 .. 30 Skyhawk• to the present agreem.ent--or another 
10 if needed. Israel asked for 40. 

I think we get two things out of this: 

First, for the first time we have made a 1 OOo/o c:aeh sale to I■rael 
for arms--$60 million. They were ln a hurry since the contract had to 
be eianed by l February to take advantage of the production line arrange­
ments Secretary McNamara worked out at your request. 

Second, we will take advantage of your having gone the extra mile 
with Eshkol in our coming approaches to E■hkol and-l:ban to get the J arring 
exercise off dead center. · 

Third, with thia response and our generous handllna of Genera l 
Hod we seem to have bouaht a calm on the subject of aircraft for Israel. 
It remains to be seen, but we hope we may also have bought qulet--at 
l east from the braelia themaelvea--on our Jordan arms package. 

In a ddition, you should know that General s Hod a nd Wheeler bad a 
good aeries of talks. Hod went back to larael to do some homework a nd 
sent four of hie officers ba ck for technical dlscusaions. If a ny cover was 
needed, the negotiation, for the a dded Skyhawka provided it. Now General 
Wheeler is waiting for the final answers he needs from Hod to prepare 
the memo you asked for following the Eshkol visit. 

One other point you ahould be aware of is that Secreta ry McNamara 
ha• married the current Skyhawk production line to the new one so as to 
slow the present one slightly but complete delivery of all Skyhawka by 
January 1970. This meana that 4 were delivered in December; Z8 will 
be delivered in 1968; 56 will be delivered in 1969 a nd January 1970. 
This pu■hes 16 originally scheduled for 1968 delivery into 1969, but the 
Israelis have ag_reed. 
DECLASSIFlt:D 

E.O. 12958, Sec.. 3.6 
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February 6, 1968 

Mr. President: 

Ambaaeador Thompson report■ 
ble dS.c:u■ slon with Chairman 
Koaygln on the Middle Eaat and 
Vietnam. 

Bromley Smith 
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Tuesday, February 6, 1968 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

~ f°':ry::W~,.gi;y; ;~ e-~~JP.gt~1~}:'~.~K~jiygi~.on another matter today, ~e ',t;?.-} se~·Nii~Hlie .E'ast 
ap..q_ Vi~tnam in context with his assertion that Soviets· desired settlement of 
e'ii's t~g\:~:nhicts rather than Creation of new ones. 

~ .g!f}_'.'.g;J\. 1).'"l_&:µi;_t?,b"i;_¢;4,. that if there were a real desire for Middle East settlement, 
it could be achieved very quickly. If both the U.S. and U.S.S.R. were to tell 
Israel to withdraw from occupied territories, it would do so. However, 
apparently, some people wanted to continue tensions in the area. Israel was the 
aggressor, but if Israelis were to withdraw, everything else would fall into place, 
including the question of reopening the Suez. But tJ:?:,~.:.2.D.':i::.S.:..:.app·~t'¢~}Y. ~1~;?,. ~ot 
w.ant . settlementJ.§nd wished the tensions to continue. On the other hand, the Soviets 
.;a rited""n a' ' ~-onflicts anywhere and no one could accuse them of the contrary . 

• ;J,:-~_tres.s ~'1 1h~f..:!Y:~:·:~J~:~t~~1:L~~-ai,,ptomt?'t·!yij:)ldHf~~sI ~iiettiernenEancf n 2'fea.tnat·~~~ 
was~~v~_r:--_sJ.mE·!i~)i.i!.~It :~P:-~ pro_~lem. For one thing, Israeli Army is not under our 
control and is not accepting orders from us. In view of their experience, the 
Israelis are concerned about their security and wish to improve it. The Israelis 
won the war, but the other side does not want to talk to them. Also, the Israelis 
have their own views as to who the aggressor was. I expressed the hope that 
the Jarring Mission would be successful and emphasized the U. S. has no interest 
in continuing the conflict in the area. I also thought Israel was not interested in 
continuation of the present situation either, because it had to look after its long­
range interests. The Israelis know that they are surrounded by much larger 
Arab population and that in order to live in peace, they have to find an accommoda­
tion with their neighbors. Yet, on the basis of their experience, they seem no longer 
to rely on the UN or anybody else for their security and are seeking to ensure it 
themselves. I said I wished to ·assure Kosygin that we had no interests in continued 

· tensions in the Middle East. 

Kosygin argued that in justifying Israelis' position, the U.S., in effect, was 
protracting the conflict. The U. S. should urge the Israelis to withdraw and thus 
assist the Jarring Mission.-

I asked Kosygin if he really believed that if the Israelis withdrew, all other parts 
of the UN resolution would be implemented. Kosygin replied in the affirmative and 
said that otherwise the present situation~ involving closure of the canal and rpisery 
for the Arab refugees, would continue. He then asserted that since Israel could 
not support financially such a big army indefinitely-,..,the U. S. would have to 

support it. DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 1295 , ~ 3c6 
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I' noted that, as the President had said, we are trying to restrain the arms race 
in the area despite considerable arms supplies being delivered to the other side 
and in so doing, we are seeking to facilitate the Jarring Mission. 

K~sygh.1 s_aid the.~c:1):m .1? ~ ;r-<:1-:~·e.;'.W'P\l:-ld ·contL"lU:e ·'as::J9;p._g-·:.iis• mili:ta:ry c:,Q:t!ir.onta.tion 
existed:• In this connection, he cited the India-Pakistani situation, saying that 
tlie-ar~s race in that area abated only after confrontation had ended. He said he 
knew that Israel was dispatching its people all over the world to try to get arms. 
Indeed, the U. S. was giving Israel 50 planes, thus the arms race will probably 
continue until and unless cause of tension is removed. As to my remark that 
the Israelis had their own view as to who the aggressor was, Kosygin said no 
aggressor would admit its aggression and Israel would never admit its own. 

Wbile saying that admittedly this was not entirely a one- sided affair, I pointed out 
that Nasser had taken some actions, such as withdrawal of U. N. observers, 
closure of Tiran Straits and movement of UAR troops into the Sinai Peninsula, 
which frightened the Israelis and made them .think that Arabs would carry out their 
earlier threats. We had not been party to the conflict and tried to do everything 
to discourage hostilities. In any event, I did not wish to argue Israelis' case here 
for Israelis themselves were doing tha·t quite eloquently. 

In response to my reiterating the hope that the Jarring Mission would succeed, 
Kosygin said that it depended on us. If Israel continued to refuse to withdraw, 
the mission would fai 1. He said the main thing was to remove the roots of conflict; 
if that were done, the way to settlement would be clear. 

I said that I agreed it was important to remove the cause of conflict and reach 
prompt settlement, for ~sa;merlr,1:hatr;.oo~~ti,:i.i;Br,.1llit,,..~?..l,.~.xiP!.~r~l3.:..~::: .. 

~Q:.%:Y:&i~ ',@~ Jr~-.~~f_Ej··::~u:,~~te;;;p~:L!~~-~~~~,~;&1&.i> .. and that if the conflict continued, the 
U. S. would find that the situation would give it nothing but complications. Although 
the U. S. is a very powerful and rich country, it should know that it is not able 
to handle all situations as it pleases. Qtf-1~?!.WJ}'Vas a case in point. People 
fighting the U.S. there were not Russians or Frenchmen, but Vietnamese them­
selves. The U. S. is supporting what it calls the Saigon Government just as it 
had supported Denikin, Kolchak and Mueller in Russia during the civil war. He 
himself had fought against Americans in north Russia during intervention but the 
U. S. knows full well that neither Denikin or other so-called governments in Russia 
nor Saigon clique represented anyone. People in Vietnam do not support the Saigon 
Government and now is a good time for the U. S. to leave, for that government has, 
in effect, dispersed and cea-sed to exist. All th·e members of that government are 
doing now is fighting amen& th ems elves. The entire population in South Vietnam 
has risen while the U. S. is fighting in support of rotten elements fleeing from their 
own people. S 'ej ;ri.amtA'iii,ed .'fu~1::.ti.i<;iw~!s·tH~ost-::'C-Oll.Veni;'~t·?.rt1oment'fot·'flie U ~ S,.; 

.-, •' . ~ •· .... ., "-· ,rJ--:.,,.' . • ~~. : .:. . ...... · . ....... :J, __ ,.,. _ • .:..,;-,;.., . ..... , •• - - · • · . "·~ • 1 - - ., • • • , 

to ~~yit}idf'~·115,Ca:nd cease interference, which only is creating tensions in the world. 
He said he was convinced that we could not explain to anyone why the U. S. is in 
Vietnam and certainly that no one can be convinced by any of our explanations. @""~ -

'SEGR::s;c./E:XDIS 
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also s a id .:t;b.at h,~"J.q-rew--his·:· ~ema1;ks would not:-~change-p-: _S. pol.icy; but he felt 
h~ would express his views.·to me ·on the basis ?Of ·our long acquaintance. 

• • ~<: . . • -·. - ,. ,, , . • • . ., 

I 'said tlie pi'c.tu;fe "a,s .. :we. ""saw;J't .was quite: tj.iffer_ent ,;-~ While it was true that some 
opponents of the government appeared strongly motivated, there were more South 
Vietnamese supporting the government than opposing it, and in fact, even some of 
those opposing it were forced to do so. Our main purpose in Vietnam was to stop 
aggression from the north and insure conditions for peaceful resolution of South 
Vietnamese problems without foreign interference. I referred to the last year's 
elections in South Vietnam. While those elections were held in difficult circum­
stances and were therefore not ideal, they still represented a significant step 
towards democratic development of South Vietnam. In fact, some of those elected 
were opponents of the' present .government. 

Kg:a.y.gin::.asserted we know that the situation is quite different. He said there are 
entire South Vietnamese units now deserting because they have nothing to fight 
for. Members of the so-called Saigon Government cannot appear anywhere £or £ear 
of being assassinated. The U. S. knows perfectly well there is no government in 
Saigon. He, of course, realized that even though everyone has his own thoughts 
and views on certain problems, he sometimes is obliged to state different views 

because of 11:~s position. Yet n2: ~2!l:~:1rt~~)~~.1::.-:.9.~2 S.2'RY:!-1!~.¢~c;l.!:fy_'j:~E: .Y• :.~••· 1~xp_~~~~~~~;;,. 
He repeated that he knew, of course, that his remarks would have no effect on 
U. S. policy. 

I said that Kosygin's in£ ormation about the situation in Vietnam was at variance 
with ours. Most of the fighting now is being done by governm~nt forces whose. 
losses were greater than those o:f the U. S. forces. While fighting was fierce, 
South Vietnamese troops had achieved considerable success. Indeed, according to 
our figures, 20, 000 men were killed on the ·other side in recent days. 

S.i:CR :i:T / EX DIS 
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~ I ?--P~r _ 
February 6, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Shah's Reply on the Persian GuU--a.nd Your Talk with Wilson 

The Shah replied immediately to your message on the Peraian 
Gulf (attached). He had already made his final dechlon to postpone hia 
visit to ,audi Arabia, but your letter let him know you expect him to act 
the statesman in developing local cooperation tn the Gulf. 

The Shah aay1 he agrees with your view of the Gulf, and, although 
he triea to throw the blame £or recent diaaireomente with Faiaal on the 
Saudis, Armin Meyer think• the Iranian.a are feeling guilty and will be 
e ■pecially aood for a while. The quicknoea of the Shah's reply is one 
indication of how he take• your view■ • 

Thia doesn't mean clear ■ailing ahead in the Gulf. The Shah may 
be feeling a bit overconfident, and his mu•cle-fiexing may be part of the 
Gulf scene for some time. Aho, local feud■ and eu.picions have Iona 
histories. But we have injected a sobering per1pective at a heated moment. 
Fortunately, King Fahal--althou&h deeply hurt by the Shah's actions and 
more diatruetful than ever- -is belna much more patient than anyone 
expected. 

The next step we will propose in your efforts to foster an orderly 
evolution in the Gulf ia a word to Prime Mlnieter Willon. The main 
point i■: Don't rock the boat any more than you already have; help us buy 
time for the local■ to work out their own arrangements for the future. 

Firat, we want the British to leave their treaties and political 
relation•hips intact to help calm local rulers I feelings of being deserted. 
Second, we want to keep the Briti■h from ru116ng around tryina to 
arrange aecurity pactl and other deala that won't work becau1e they'll 
have an obvioue "made in the UK" label. We think the best tack is for 
them to ait tight with their present relatlonahipe and let the locals come 
up with their own scheme for the future. 

DECLASSIFIED 
F-0. 1295 , Sec. 3.6 
NLJ Q6-!6!3 

By elf , NARA Date /l ·.3,17 
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DECLASSIFIED 
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TEXT' ·OF MESSAGE 

TEHERAN, IRAN 
FEBRU;1RY 1, 1968 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LE'l"l'ER WHICH I l:i1WE RECEIVED TODAY AND 

HAVE /fERESED t-:I'i"H GREAT Cli.RE, .AtID I AN HAPPY TO OBSE..~VE 'i'"rlAT YOUR 

VID·lS C0~'1ESPOND EX.l\CTLY WI'i'H HINE. 

WB WWE nom: EVERYTHIHG 'ID SECURE THE STABILITY OF THE PEnSIAN 

GUJ.J:1 AREA IN CO:)?ERJ1'IIO:f WITH THE REL:.VP.11T COUNTRIES OF T'dE PE ION. 

WE HF.VE G0~IB VER.Y FI~R IH TF)\T DIP-..EC'l'I0:l, P.!ID AS FA..~ AS ANY ON3 CilJJ 

GO, BUT OUR EFFQ"1TS so FAR. HAVE, UlrFO~ZUNATELY' BEEa AriS.TZRED BY 

PRECISELY THE OP?0SIT:C: PL'\CTIOU TO Tii!"\T EXPEC'i'E!>. BUT \·lE WILL 

cmITim.lE TO SEC1.·.J PATIEHCE UUTIL 'i'HE PA!"<TIES CONCERNED CO!•IB TO 

'l'HLIR SE?!SES. 

THE PERSV.N GULF IS VITAL FO?-. IPAN Arm IS A t-11\'i'TER OF J,TPE 

AND DE.J.tTH TO us. so L02IG AS om HBA-~T BEA·rs rum TEER.E IS AiN 

STRE?!GTH LEFT Ii-! U3, ,,;E SI-1J'.LL DO OUR UTHOOT TO KEEP IT A FREE 

zmm rum A S'l'AilLS Oli~. 

I A!·l SU?~ TLZI' YO!R A:-!fu'\SSl'.DOR, MR. MEYER, P.c1S P...El'O~·rED TO 

YOU O~l 'i'ilE co:NERS.:\TION I Kill WITH HD-I ON THE TrlIRTIE'l'I-I OF JJ\tn.J.;1..~Y. 

IT IS HOST HS.!tf<.T:2NING TO i:ITi-IBSS THE ni•J.'~!EST TH.1\T YOU, 1fil. PRESI­

DENT, rum YOUR G0V2!?-2l:·IZrIT EVIHCE IN THE SAFEGlli-"\P.DTI!G OF THE STA­

BILIT'l A?ID SECLP-.ITV OF THE P2.? . ..snm GULF A1ID I'I'S r.~-:-11.'lITY FR0:t 
I 

OUTSIDE L-iTRUSI0lT, NO:J TH::\.T TFS BRITISH .EaVE DECIDED TO ll!THD~~-w. 

IT IS ALSO NY FIP11 CO:iVICTIOH T.-!!1T NO FO:IBIGil PCl-JER OUT-SLJE 

Tiffi RELEVAU'? ·cou::TPJ:ES OF T"tlE P~RS~l GULF SHOUL'!) GET Il!VO!.NED IN 



- 2 ·-

THE MAINTENANCE OF THE PEACE OF THE A..~. 

I LOOK FORWARD TO RECEIVING UNDER SECRETJ\RY ROOTalJ AND 

1'0 HAVING DISCUSStm-rs WITH Hil1. 

WITH MY XINDEST REGARDS AND WA.~MEST GOOD WISHES, 

SDJCERELY, 

MO!-iPJ,[·!AD REZA PAHLAVI · 

THE HONOl.trui.BLE 
. L'nIDCm B. JOI-IHSOii 

PRESIDENT OF Tr!B UHITED STATES OF AMERICA 
WASHINGT0:-1, D. C. . 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Jordan Arm■ Packa1e 

Tuesday, February 6, 1968 

In the attached, Secretaries Ru■k and McNamara recommend what 
they feel is the minimum packa1e that King Hu■ sein might see as meeting 
his legitimate need■• This poses two ■eparate issues: (1) whether you 
are now ready to go ahead with a sub■tantlal program; and (Z) if so, how 
to handle the difficult Conte-Long amendments. 

I. The package contains 18 F-104 aircraft, 88 M-48 A-1 tanks, 
medium artillery and a range of aupport equipment. This $82 million 
(FY 1968-FY 1970) packa1e contraeta to Huseein1s $ZOO million request, 
which included 36 aircraft and ZOO M-48 A-4 tanks. Our rationale for 
paring his request is to help replace war loases except for some planes 
and tank.a and heavy artillery. We would have to be willing to consider 
aomething beyond this package later but would suageat starting with this. 

Our paring may leave this too little to meet what Huaaein con■iders 
his needs. He lo■t 179 tanks in June, and we are offerin1 half that. He 
want■ tank• with a di•••l engine (1reater range) and a 105 mm. gun (which 
we sold the Israelis). We couldn't aupply what he want■ for two years. 
Our plane offer has a better chance, •ince we would Ju•t pick up our 1966 
contract where it wae eu•pended but offer half the number of pWnes now. 

Our two hopes for flexibility are (a) that he can get British tanks 
to his 11pecification• much sooner (they're available) and (b) that he might 
take some Britiah aircraft if the Saudis would give them and we would aupply 
a few more tanks instead. But the Secretaries feel we have to offer to 
tupply both if neither of these deals work• out. 

Jordan could pay cash for the FY 1968 in•tallment (about $3Z 
million, of which $10 million already paid under the 1966 contract). The 
coat in FY 1969 would be $36. 3 million and in FY 1970 $10. 3 million. 
Neither Khamma1h nor the USG yet know• definitely how the FY 1968 and 
FY 1969 tranches might be financed, so we would have to feel our way. 

This package will be painful to approve, but the alternative is 
accepting the probable consequences of not going a.head now. Eshkol 
acknowledged to you that he wished no one had to give arms to Jordan but 
he'd rather see us there than the USSR. Dayan ima publhhed interview on 
January 19 said: "We shall not profit by it in any way if the Americans 
lose their influence in Jordan. 11 

~ 
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I •hould hate to •e• thh pre■ented to you •imply aa aelllng arm• 
to block Soviet military aid, becauae the iaeue h now mue:h broader. We 
have reached the point in Jordan where the queation la whether they think 
they have a better chance of achievlq their ol>Jeetlvea with US or Soviet 
help. If we are ending our aid relatlonahip and are unabl• to pr••• lerael 
toward a eettlenwnt, then Hu•••in h wonderiq whether a Soviet ring 
around larael wouldn't b.tter brlq l1rael to term■• Thie ta, of course, 
the thillkina of an lncrea•l.nlly deaperate man who aeee his choice• 
dlmiaiabina. It would Ju■t about end cbancee for the kind of ••ttlement 
we'd like. 

There are other thln1• we mu■t do on the diplomatic front euch 
as preeentln1 a clearer po1ltion on Jerusalem and helping aet the Jarring 
exerci ■e moviq. But unfortunately, thil military aid decl•ion ha■ become 
a ■ymbol to Hua•ein. We have ■truns him alona ■ince la■t June, and 
Khamma,b h&■ been here aince January 17. Now Hua ■etn ha■ told you he 
would continue to avoid Soviet arma if he could be eure of meetin1 hb 
legitimate need• in the US. That ia the purpo1e of this exerd••• 

Approve Secretaries' appl'oaeh ___ _ Di■approve ___ _ Call me ----
II. The C9nte-Lopj eiendment, require you to withhold ald from 

Jordan in an am.ount equal to it• expenditure for •ophi•ticated weapon~ 
unleae you waive on the around that the Jordanian purch&••• are "vital to 
the national 1ec1.1rtty of the United Stat••• " The airplanae, the tank•, and 
the howitzer■ in tbil packa1• are pretty clearly ■ophhticated weapons. 
If you do not waive, we would have to eliminate all economic aid to Jordan 
for at least the next two years. 

It would be poeaibl• to weave a. complicated l•sau arl"ffl4Plt which 
might allow you to maintain a.id without a waiver. But it would be very 
dubiou1 and would certalnly cause eeriou■ trouble on the Hill. Ther•fore, 
Ru•k and McNamara recommend that you make the waiver. 

This will be the 8.rat uee of the waiver pro'Yl■ion. I think the 
Sec:retarl•• have a 1tron1 ca1e, but you may want to have aome faat 
chec1d.q done on the Hill. I don't think we ■hould •••k a1reement from 
Conte, J'ulbrt1ht, Mor•e, Church and the other• moat intereated in thie 
topic, but you may want to be able to aay that you notified them beforehand. 
(The law require• you to make formal notification of waiver to the Coa1r••• 
within 30 day■• ) 

SECIUifT 
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m. If you approve this p&c:ka1e, Secretary McNamara would go 
over it in detail with Khammaah. In view of the importance of your 
per•onal intentions aa Hua1ein aeee them, there could be 1reat advantage 
in your iny!tiy him ln before be leave, for a heart-to-heart talk. 

I'll see him I'd rather not -------- --------

W. W. lto■tow 

61.iCIUB 'f' 



· TOPSKCttrr 

LIIIICJl Meettaa wldl tile Preeldeat 
T••acla[t F•b!'!!!7 6, 19'1 ·• 1:00 p. •• 

.A.OEM.DA. 

L Kar• (S.cretariea b•k ... McNamara) 

1. Vietnam (Secntarl•• R•elt aad. McNamara) 

•· •rrow clrclea, 

4. Jo.r4aa Ana• (Secretarlea JbuJlt aad McNamara) 

•· NON at Tait A la a ltrleflac paper oa tile Jorclaa Ana• 
Packll1• wlll.dl Joa will ·wlala te reu.. alao •• a backclrop 
fer JOU ll:00 A. M. ap.-.tmeat wllll l•raell 
Ambaeea•rHarmaa. 

5. Otller 

6. P•r-•l ( .. crelary bek) 

W. W. Ro•tow 

.-TOP IEC&E'r 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356. Sec. 3.4(b) 

White }·louse Gwdelmcs, 1-'eb, 2{ 1983 .. 4-, NARA, D~te ( =3~-t' .,__ 
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lNFORMA TlON 

TMNay, Fe~raary 6. 1968 
9:50 a.m. 

Herewltll Gea. Wlleeler'• dallJ Khe Suh 
•an.mar,. 

Tile laaa4wrlttea aote on Abram.a• a.aM•■-
meat 1• eacOU'aclaa-

lD fact, then are now two ■olld coacluloaa: 

-• the peaple dida't rlH; 
the So¥•nuneat aad tile South Vietnam••• 
fwtl_. aader maabnun nll'pl'lH. 

■!lock, aad atrala. 

W. W. Roatow 

CM-1970-68 
6 Fe't.nu, 1968 

WWRoatow:rla 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

Whit.e HOl1Se Guidelinc:5. Feb. 24, 1983 

Bv-¥-, NARA, Date / d O· f G.--
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THE JOINT CHIEF$ OF STAFf 
WAJKINOTON, D.C. 20301 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subjett: · s{tuition in the Khe Sanh Area 

CM·Z910·68 
6 PebruaTy 1968 

l. There have been no major enemy contact~ reported in the 
Khe Sanh area since the enemy attack on Hill 861. An updated 
report on US Marine cas~alties during the attack ~n Hill 861 
shows 14 killed and 32 w6u-q_ded, 

2. Marine uni ts in t}rn ~he Sanh area received spora·~ic small 
arms and mortar fire. The.I.enemy fire in~reased as supply 
mi~sions tQ the ou~lying o~tposts and Hill 861 were conducted, 
However, tl1ere were no reports of casual tics during the period, 
Marine .units in the Khe Sanh area expended a total of 7,788 

· rotinds of various caliber artillery and mortar ammunition in 
-tesp~nse to the sporadic harassment fire by the enemy forces. 

3. During the past 24 hours, US Air Force B-52 bombeTs flew 
55 sorties against enemy targets in the Khe Sanh/DMZ ·area. On 
4 February (5 February South Vietnam time), 33 B-S2 sorties, 
not previously reported, were flown against enemy targets in 
the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. The B-52 sorties flown in that area 
since 15 January 19~8 now total 6S4, with approximately 19,000 
tons of bombs delivered on the ~nemy. 

4. US tactical aircraft flew 213 strike sorties in support 
of US Marine units at I<he Sanh during the past 24 hours {88 US 
Air Force, 90 US Navy, 35 US Marine Corps). Bomb damage assess· 
ment of tho foregoing sorties included fifteen bunkers destroyed 
seven gun positions destroyed, three trucks destroyed, three 
secondary fires, and one secondary explosion. 

5. Air landed _resupply during the pe~iod amounted to 214 
·tons . . 

6, No COFRAM was used during the period. 

7. The weather ·observation at 3:00 AM EST (4:00 PM, 6 Peb, 
South Vietnam time) today in the Kho Sanh area reflects -cloudy 
conditions with visibility at 10 miles. The outlook for the 
nex~ 14 hours is .cloudy with low ceilings, poor visibility, 

DEo.AmJED 
Authority~ Lg_, (L?-3 -7/ 

By.,J4., NARA, Da~ ,;J. ·3t>-



drizzle and fog, From 9:00 PM EST, 6 Fob (10:00 AM, 7 Feb·, 
South Vietnam time) until 7: 00 AM EST, 7 Feb (8: 00 PM, 1 Feb, .. 
South Vietnam time) tho outlook is improved: cloudy, but with 
highar ~~i11ng~, nnd visibility at seven miles, with occasional 
li~l1t. showoi-s. 

8. _Plann~d operations in support of Khe Sanh: 

i. During the next 24 hours, a total of 33 US Air FoTce 
B-52 ~ircraft are scheduled to bomb five targets near the 
Demilitarized Zone. Two of the targets are · in the vicinity of 
Khe Sanh, two targets are near the Laotian border app1·oximately 
10 miles southwast of l(Jle Sanh, and one target is adjacent to 
the Demilitarized Zone appro~imately 20 miles northeast of Khe 
sa_nh. 

b. For the period ending 11:00 PM EST today (12:00 Noon, 
7 Feb, South Vietnam time), 175 tactical sorties are planned in 
th·e Khe Sanh area. One _hundred thirty~ four additional sorties 
are available on call to a\\gmcnt the planned effol't. Should the 
situation require it, additional sorties up to a theoretical 
total of 646 could be diverted into the area. 

9. There have been no changes reported in enemy troop disposl~ 
tions in the Khe Sanh area. 

(f!Jdh~ 
EARLE C, WHEELER 

Chairman 
Joi,nt Chief e of Staff 

?, J', ..9 .µIf,/ ~ of:.._ /(;,u,1-...,/dM~ a,t-·4J'.;J,d 

-~. JI ;4#/ M~i o/'e/4~1',rr-
~, -£ ""Mt1' ~~k. "f'"-' k ~ 
~ 1k✓ ad 4 JP //II~:,._; ~o/.1'°, ~ / ~~ · 
fl " _<I~ :z: tff:.~J. · ~ ,,/A,,lllP'J 4:1 ~/',{7~ 
~ .~./4-, rJ',,,,,_,~ aP✓ ~~ttt~ r . 
~ ~-~- ~ -



Mr. Preaict.nt: 

T•eday, F.b. 6. 1968 
9:50 a. m. 

Herewith coaatnc:tlve thoa1bta f:rom Arnb. Lodp. 

May I make them available to Sect.a. Ruak aad 
McNamara &lld Dick Helm•? 

W. W. R0tttow 

Yea ---
No 

Call me ---

-11CP S'ECH'f attacbOMnat (101 520 memo 2/5/68 fm HCLod1• to P) 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

February 5, 1968 

~OP SEl G:RB4' - NO DIS DECLASSIFIED 
Authority ~ /4- i--21/-?f 

To: The President . tiJ /4 ~ . · 
j M l~ i. ~~• N.A.RA, O.ite 2-3"'?--z---

From: H. C. Lodge 'J 1 ~ ~ r.,v~ - . 

1. While some of the recent raids in Viet~Nam eventually took on 

a conventional military aspect (as,. for example, in Hue)
1
most 

of them were clandestine; were conducted in civilian clothes; 

and were closely intertwined with the civilian population for 

information, for path finding, and for attempted political effects. 

2. These raids, therefore, were appropriate activities for the use 

of police-type techniques and it seems fair to conclude that if 

the police-type work -- whether by military or police personnel. -­

had been superior, many of the · raids would have been prevented 

and those which would not have been prevented would have been 

more rapidly put down. 

3. Tri. existence of effective police-type forces being, I believe, 

utterly vital both in the long and short run, I suggest that the 

present is a good time to have a fresh audit made of the ade­

quacy of existing Vietnamese forces -- as to size, organization 

and training ~- to perform those police-type functions. 

4. This audit should be made by a civilian, since these clandestine 

terrorist raids involve weighty political and psychological consider­

ations which ~ake•them altogether different from the military. The 

~OP SEl CRS'P - NO DIS 
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audit should be done as quietly, tactfully, unobtrusively, in­

formally -- and rapidly -- as possible. 

5. The above is said without derogating from the courageous per­

formance of individual Vietnamese during the past week and 

from what has already been accomplished by the Americans 

in charge of pacification. 

6. This moment may, howev.er, be the heaven-sent opportunity 

to give the GVN some much needed stimulus which normally 

they would not be able to take. 

7. Some of the questions to which answers should be obtained, 

on the American side, are: 

a) With how much intensity and sharp focus is the job of 
revamping the ARVN going? 

b) How clearly is the new mission of the ARVN, .notably 
in its sociological and civil implications, und~rstoo9-
up and down the line? 

c) Are the ARVN trainers. persuading and enthusing? 

d) Do the trainers understand it all themselves? 

8. Some questions on the Vietnamese side are: 

a) What prqgress has been made on rooting out the•Viet 
Cong infrastructure µi the places which were raided 
last week? 

b) If, as has been reported, advance Itriowledge existed ' 
of the intended raids, what was d~e. before the raids 
took plaae by way of a ''comb ouf", that is: verifica- , 
tion of identity cards, checkpoints, curfew, etc. · 
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c) To what extent were the infiltrators picked up when 
they arrived in town? 

d) Are the police generally easily available in the slum 
sectioI11of Saigon where information on location of 
Viet Cong normally exists? If not, are steps being 
taken to make them so? 

e) What is the feasibility of organizing the urban masses 
themselves to help the police? 
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Mr. Prealdeat: 

Taeaday, Feb. 6, 1,,a 
9:45 a. m. 

Herewltll the CIA•• Board of Natioaal Estlmataa 
coacllUla tbere pYoba)aly laa't lll\'lCh la it for the 
.R.•■•laa• la tryiaa to divert u■ from Viet Nam 
wltll aaother major, dramade end■: 'bot U..y 
will coatlau• ''to •eiu all occasloaa to bar••• a.ad 
cosnpllcat:e the Americaa effort la Vlet Jlfaca." 

Worth rea4laa. 
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CENTRAL I NTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

5 February- 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR: The President 

l. You will recall that at lunch on 

Thursday there was discussion with the Service 

Chiefs of what steps -the Soviets might take to 
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harass the United States in parts ot the world i. 

other than Vietnam. Emphasi.,s in the talk was 

placed on significant di versions which might in 

effect present the United States with another 

"front". 

2. In light of this discussion., I asked 

the Board of National Estimates to write a 

paper on tbis subject. It is herewith. 

Attachment - l 

Richard Helms 
Director 

The "Second Front" Hypothesis 
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CENTRAL IN?ELLIGENCE AGENCY · 

OFFICE OF NATIOMAL ESTIMATES 

MEMORANDUM 'FOR TI-IE DIRECTOR 

SUBJECT: The "S~cond Front" Hypothesis 

5 February 1968 

DECLASSIFIED 
E~O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL~J : '16 ~ :)DD 

By tto/ , NARA Date 7-/P- ~ B 

l. Will the Soviets pose a major challenge to the US at SOlile 

other point of confrontation in order to assist the Communist 

cD.use in Vietnam? When put previously., this question ha.s been 

answered in the negative. The present stage·of the struggle in 

Vietnam perhaps makes it relevant again. 

2. There has not been much doubt., at least since 1964, tha.t 

the Soviets regard the "national liberation" struggle in Vietnam 

and the burdens it places on American policy a.nd resources a.s 

a.dvanta.geous to them in the -perspective of the broader Soviet­

.American competition. They have given great and essential 

material. aid to the North Vietnamese. Their propaganda. and 

diplomacy ha.ve been tireless in support of Hanoi., increasing 

wherever possible the political costs the US bas had .to bear 

because . of its involvement • . •Cl.early., they would welcome an 

·- -----...-r,, ... - ...... --,..,.., ___ ~---
' ~ . . . 

'· . ' . .:, ... L 

GROUP 1. 
Excluded fran automatic 
downgrading and 
declassification 
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outcome which constituted a defeat for the US, not only because 

this wo'lll:d mean a local. advance for Communist forces, but also, 

and perhaps more importantly, because of the setback. to US power 

and influence generally. If some diversionary action of' theirs 

could insure this result, it might appear tba.t they would have 

every reason to undertake it. 

How the Soviet Leaders Might Calculate 

3. A Soviet decision to move in this wa:y is more complex 

than e.ppea.rs at first blush, however. Same sense of this can be 

obtained by posing the questions which the Soviet leadership would 

ask itself in making its ca.lculations about a diversionary action. 

4. Is the Soviet move necessary to Communist success in 

Vietnam? The actual. Soviet estimate of the outlook for the war 

is not known. If' Moscow believes that Communist victory is certa.:i.n 

eventua.l.ly, it has no incentive to do much more than it is .already 

doir.,g. If' it believes the war is at a stalema.te, it probably 

considers that a more direct involvement would limit its ability 

to help the Communist side in .eventual. negotiations. Meantime, 

Soviet propaganda. can continue •to .exploit the war against the US 
I 

in many a.rea.s. Probably only if' the Soviets believed that a 

- 2 -
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diversionary move by them was necessary to avert collapse of the 

Communist effort in South Vietnam would they have compelling 

reason to entertain such a move at all. There is no indication 

that they estimate the situation in Vietnam in this w~. 

5. Is Hanoi's victory in the South vital f'or the USSR? --

It is unlikely that the Soviets believe that it is. They were 

not a party to Hanoi's initial decisions, and everything we know 

about the North Vietnames~ leadership indicates that it would 

probably not assert that the Soviets had an obligation to act to 

insure success. There is evidence that in the early phase of 

American direct involvement the Soviets counseled negotiations 

and were rebuffed. They do not assert that any security interest 

of their own is involved. Finally, the Soviets must ~ow that, 

even U' Hanoi won, its support for Moscow in the latter's contest 

with Peking for influence in the Communist movement would not be 

assured. In this regard, .in fact, a failure of H~oi's adventure 

in South Vietnam might be as auspicious. 

6. Could there be assurance that pressures on the US else-

where would achieve the desired effect, 1.e. 2 cause the US to 

abandon its objectives in Vietnam? -- 1be Soviet leaders would 

- 3 -
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probably have to give a problematical answer. They would ·recognize 

that a threat to transform the issue into a general Soviet-Ame.rican 

confrontation could harden American will rather than the contrary. 

Some if not all of those in this and other countries who oppose the 

American course in Vietnam would take a new view ot what was at 

stake. The resulting. political climate might make it ·easier for 

the US Administration to undertake a fuller mobilization of 

military resources. Further, when world opinion recognized that 

the Vietnam issue had broadened into a dangerous Soviet-American 

c<m:frontation, demands would mount sharply that all parties 

negotiate at once. Hanoi, too, would' then be heavily pressured 

to abandon its dilatory tactics and to negotiate without pre­

conditions, the precise result US policy has long sought. 

7. Could the cure turn out to be worse than the disease, 

i.e., might a diversionary crisis bring on direct Soviet-American 

hostilities, or at least high and uncontrollable risks of them? -­

Something would obviously depend on the locale and intensity of 

the challenge posed. But if the Soviets ~ed at a significant 

diversion of American military resources fran Vietnac, or at 

convincing the US that it faced a. major setback in some other 

area., then the challenge would have to be :formidable indeed. Ugly 

- 4 -
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words or gestures would not be enough; Soviet practice has long 

since depreciated such currency. If Moscow a.ctua.lly did something 

big enough to have a serious effect on the US, then it could 

scarcely escape some considerable measure of risk. It is entirely 

possible that the Soviets think that there is no effective 

diversionary move they~ make, the risks of which are not out of 

a.ll proportion to whatever stake they have in Comcunist success in 

South Vietnam. Moreover, to make the attempt -and fail would not 

only be costly to the USSR itself but damaging to the Communist 

cause in Vietnam. 

8. Would the che..l.lenging move by the USSR involve costs for 

other aspects of Soviet policy or in other areas? -- The Soviet 

leaders are a.ware that in many countries they are credited with 

having renounced bad old aggressive habits in favor of peaceful 

methods • . For some opinion, the US involvement in war has 

· heightened Soviet repute by contra.st. Threatening Soviet moves 

in areas other than Vietnam would revive old memorie13, even .though 

some would still find it easy t~ blame the US for such ·a turn in 

Soviet policy. The tactics of .Communist parties . in Western 

countries, now aimed a.t establishing_political alliances with 

non-Communist groups, would probably be, compromised. The Soviets 

- 5 -

' .. , 

·y · . . . 
~ .. -~~ 

- ... 
.. 

--, _,,. --~ . .. -....;.-- ... -. ---- .. 
• • ✓ ' 



.. , 

would even consider the cost to bilateral. relations with the US. 

Bad as these ha.ve been, they have not precluded movement on some 

matters in which the Soviets have a.n interest, for example, the NPr. 

And Washington's hopes for certain constructive developments in 

Soviet-American relations have caused it to tolerate Soviet aid to 

Hanoi. Sharp new Soviet-American tensions would cha.nge the setting 

and the play in many ways which Moscow would probably see as 

potentia.J.l.y disadvantageous. 

Where and How --
9. Q.uestions like those above, which the Soviet leaders 

would inevitably a.sk themselves, make it clear that a. decision 

to incite a major crisis elsewhere would be at least a very 

cO?I:plica.ted one. Still, they obviously have such a capability. 

When they ask themselves where and how specifically they should 

a.ct, however, the decision would probably seem even tougher. 

10. Berli.n. -- This chronic focus of crisis has the advantage 

of insuring maximum Soviet control; the screw has been turned there 

with great delicacy in the past. Beyond a certain point, howevel·, 

no area 9~ possible confrontation carries greater danger. Even 

well short of maximum risk, moreover, gains wllich have been 

- 6 -
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registered in Western European attitudes toward the USSR, with 

a.ll that these imply for Soviet hopes of undermining the .American 

position in Europe, would tend to be reversed. While some nu.ght 

blame American policy for causing new tensions in Europe, very-· 

few would accept a Soviet power play in Berlin with equanimity. 

Even the USS'R's allies in Ea.stern Europe, except perhaps East 

Germany, would be appall.ed by a new crisis over Berlin. 

11. Korea.. -- The Soviets appear to have given at least 

tacit approval to North Korea.rs policy of armed subversion against 

the ROK. So far this ha.a bad no effect on US and ROK policy in 

Vietnam. And Pyongyang, despite the Pueblo incident, appears to 

have no stomach for raising the ante to the point where renewed 

hostilities could result. The Soviets must recognize that the 

margin for. additional pressure in this theater without .bringing 

this result is narrow. Yet, if 'there is war, they would be 

committed in a far more overt way to a regime over which they 

have far less control than was the case in 1950. The risk of 

direct Soviet-American hostilities would be greater. The US 

effort in Vietnam would appear much more plausibly ~s resistance 

to a general thrust of' Communist aggression in Asia. The 

resultant change in perspectives would set back Soviet policy 

- 7 -
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in a number of Asian states, a.nd especially in Japan, where a 

burgeoning trade must seem to hold promise for future Soviet 

influence. 

l2. The Middle East .... Here the Soviets would presumably 

have to a.ct through clients whose reliability and controllability 

is fa.r from assured. !rhe Arabs will hardly be ready for another 

round with Israel very soon, a.nd the Soviets have al.ready demon­

strated that they do not ca.re to take a direct hand in tb.a.t 

quarrel. Moreover, the June "War had no effect on the US effort 

in Vietnam, even though insofar as they pleyed a pa.rt in the 

preliminaries to that event, the Soviets may have thought they 

were storing up diversionary trouble for the us. other MiddJ.e 

Ea.st tensions could become aggravated (e.g., in the Persian Gulf.), 

but it is ha.rd to see how these could be either on a scale 

sufficient to have a bearing on the US effort in Vietnam or 

manipulable by the Soviets to tb.a.t end. 

13. !rhe three areas mentioned a.re obvious examples; no , 

doubt there a.re others where Soviet mischief-making might contrive 

to produce crises ot some sort. But it is doubtful tha.t such 

crises would meet what would appear to be essential criteria: to 

create a disturbance significant enough to have a real effect on 

.. 
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American policy in Vietnam; to permit close management of risks 

by the USSR and preclude irresponsible conduct by clients; to 

avoid important compromises or setbacks for ·Soviet policy, in the 

immediate area or generally, which could outweigh whatever the 

Soviets might gain from possible Communist success in South 

Vietnam. 

Conclusion 

14. This analysis, like that ma.de in earlier estimates, 

finds little to credit in the "second fl:-ont" hypothesi's • . It still 

seems unlikely that the Soviets, in order to further Communist ail:ls 

in Vietnam, would· move against the US elsewhere in some dramatic 

way. It seems out of cha.ra.cter for the present leadership, and 

incompatible with what it appears to believe it bas at stake in 

Vietnam. But, as indicated, the calculations involved a.re 

complicated, and there can be no complete assurance that Soviet 

judgments would fa.ll out in the manner set down here, either now 

or at some later stage as the context changes. 

15. It !!.. certain, however, that short of the kind of 

dramatic move considered in this paper, Soviet policy will 

continue to seize all occasions to harass and complicate the 

- 9 -
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American effort in Vietnam. Where possible , others will be 

incited to do the same. Anywhere that the American preoccupat ion 

with Vietnam offers an opportunity to extend the USSR's influence 

and reduce that of the US , i t will be taken. This much at least 

seems clearly .dictated by the Soviet leaders• present view of 

their interests. 

FOR THE BOARD OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES: 

- 10 -

;Jlj, if r:1° 
JOHN HUIZENGA · 
Acting Chairman 
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Mr. Pre•ldeat: 

Yov. wlll wl•h to kaow tllere are 
rumor• clrc.iatlaa tbat Ayu'• lllM•• 
may It• more ••rloa• tbua firat 
nportN. 

W. W. Roetow 

llawalpla4l 3196 
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DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NW 16 -;93 

By t& , NARA Dateu-3-~7 

WWRoatow:rla 



PAGE 0 1 

2 
ACT ION 

....,, 

'1 

I • 

• I 

INFO ;\.SSO ·00,NSCE ... . ' 

EXDlS 

2. 
GO? 

w ••...., • c--i w..,•4 -A.,..., 
\ .. ; 

•, I 

·' 
I ! 

• I ., .. 
I I 

' 

'~ ...... --~--...... 

,RECEIVED 
. WHCA 

''· 

· \968 FEB 6 ·10 .17 
.. 

. r~ t).. •~•t ~-~,:,1.:.; rJI',- ,!.- .j.,.:~ •.i.1, -.,1: ~-... 
0

t" ;j_...,A;,' 
'l' 

-... ~. 

' ~f ~'' . 
• ~. ;~ <··"-•;o..J.-) -'· .. .... 

1; " . ';•. ·.:.,,: __ ., 

,· 

.:,. 

, ' .. ' 

" . -

• 



INFORMATION 

T11esday. February 6. 1968 
9:15 a.. m. 

Mr. Pre aldent: 

You will, I believe, wl•h to read 
the summary of thi• analyda done by the 
CIA in Saigon, of the Vl~tnam~•• 
attitudes in the wake of the Vlet Con1 
attack. It aeem.a well balaa:ed. 

W. W. Ro1tow 

~ Gkiat--. 

WWRostow:rln 
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THC: IR FIRST PERSONAL KN OWLEDGE OF THE ·vc TERROR ABOUT WHICH THEY HAD 

I1EARD BUT TO WHICH THEY FELT IMMUNE. :::po pu{AR .· trrITUDES <·. 
. . . . . ::_ ... ' . _I_·,'·_.. .•.•_:··_._ .. · ... · . . :.-: ..... ~~-. .. ~ ... "'•~· -

TOWARD THE GOVERNMENT CGVN) ARE MIXED . THE GVN. IS FAUL.TED FOR . 
. ' . ~ . . :"' :· ,,f {\:(·~~/ -.:i, . ~ t .- .. : ,\ ' 

~lWING BEEN CAUGHT UNPREPARED BUT ITS REAC!ION TO THE: VC ·ASSAULT 
. . .: -~--- : . ' / . . • ~-. ~: ; .; . . 

:3EC:M S TO HAVE BEEN WELL RECE.IVED. TH!: '-tHRE"r· OF A v c! TAKEOVER HAS 

T~NDED TO MUTE POLITICAL DIFFERENCES AND , FOR THE MOMENT AT LEAST, .. ·. . . 

TO CREATE A SEMBLANCE OF UNITYo HOWEVER , .' THERE IS NO EVIDENCE TO DATE . 
THAT AN Y IMPORTANT GROUP IS SUBLIM.ATlNGVITAL '. INTERESfS. THE ULTIMATE 

REACTI ON WILL PROBABLY DEPEND HEAVILY ON HOW THE GVN HANDLES_ THE 
. ~ : . . ·• . . 

ECO NOMI C AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS CAUSEo'. ay '·rHE ATTACK~ . VARIOUS G'VN 

OF r I CI ALS ARE BE I NG CRITICIZED AND IT ' IS QUITE POSSIBLE THAT THE 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MAY UNDERTAKE AN INVESTIGATION TO AFFIX BLAME 

FOR REAL 0~ ALLEGED SHORTCOMINGS ONCE THE .SITUATION .HAS RETURNED TO 
. ·, . I 

d NORMAL . THE ATT ACK HAS PROMOTED TEMPORARY UNITY .AND OFFERS A CHANCE 
i . . 
' T8 CON SOLIDATE IT, BUT THE FORCES DIVIDING .. VIETNAMESE STILL REMAIN 

,_ ST RO NG. OVERALL REACTIONS TO THE UoS. ROLE ARE FAVORABLE, BUT A 

i SUR PR IS INGLY LARGE NUMBER OF VIETNAMESE BELIEVE, OR PROFESS TO 

, BC: i... !E VE , THAT _THE U.S. SOME t(OW CONNXVED WITH THE VCo . VARIOUS AND. 
. . 

CONTRADICTORY REASONS ARE ADVANCED . ONE POSSIBLE EXPLANATION IS THAT 

., MAN Y VIETNAM ESE ARE CONVINCED THAT ~OT HING HAPPENS IN SOUTH VIETNAM 
. . . •.•. . 
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UNLESS THE AMER I CANS WANT IT TO HAPPEN. HOSTILITY TOW ARD AMER I CANS r: 
COULD BECOME A SERIOUS PR OBLEM lF CONTINUED VC ATTACKS IN SAIGON ~ 

SHOULD RE Q urn E sr Ro NG u. s. couNTERM EA SURES IN HEAVILY POPULATED f j 
. ~ 

ARE AS, WITH A RESULTING HEAVY. TOLL ·1N CIVILIAN CASUALTIES AND PRO- {1 . =~ 
PERTY DAMAGE .-E.ND SUMMARY. : ··· ~~-!'~;_j,.; 

1.5(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 

1. THIS RE PORT ATTEMPTS TO COLL ATE VIETNAMESE OPINIONS T.OWARD THE REC 

ENT ATTACKS BY VIET CONG CVC) FORCES ON THE CITY OF SAIGON . (PROVINCIAL 

ATTITUDES WILL BE COVERED IN A SEPARATE REPORT.) NATURALL Y, IT IS DIFF-.. 
· I CULT TO GENERALIZE ABOUT POPULAR .PSYCHOLOGICAL RE-ACT IONS, ESPECIALL Y 

TO A ST I MULUS OF SUCH SUDDENNESS, COMPLEXITY AND MAGNITUDE. EACH I ND IVI ­

DUAL HAS SEEN BUT A SMALL PART OF THE OVERALL PICTURE.· HJS FIRS! RE AC -

T IONS HAVE BEEN SHAP ED LARGELY BY ·THESE LIMITED PERSONAL EXPER IENCES , 

OCCASIONALLY COLORED BY ESTABLI SHED PREJUDICES .OR INTERESTS . THOSE 

WHO HAVE SUFFERED HEAVY ·PERSONAL LOSSES UNDERSTANDABLY HAVE DIFFERENT 

~MOTIONAL FEELINGS THAN THOSE WHO HAVE MET THE DANGER VICARIOUSLY. 

FINALLY , IT IS NECESSARY TO' DISTINGUISH BETWEEN ATTITUDES WHICH ARE 

SriORT RUN AND SUPERFICIAL AND THOSE WHICH WILL HAVE LONG~LASTING 

EFr;::cr . 
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·-. 
DE. SIRC: TO GAIN PERSONAL POLITICAL ADViANT AGE OR TO ADVANCE A -PET IDEA 

OR PI QUE. IT WOULD BE UNREALISTIC Tei EXFECT · .. OT HERW ISE. 

2 . OPINIONS, OF COURSE, ARE. BASED~ON WHAT ,.PE OPLE. THINK THE SITUA-
. . ... · 

T!O N rs, AND THIS· MAY ~E ·QUITE DIF FERENT FROM ACTUAL FA_CT. IN ANY . 
FA ST MOVING AND LARGE"- SCALE OP_ERATION: RUMORS ARE ALWAYS RAM'PANT, A 

CO NDIT ION WHICH CONTI NUES PREVALEN~ llN SAI40N AT THIS TIM.E. THE 
. l 

GE: NER AL LACK OF. NEWSPAPERS DURING MUCH OF. THIS PERIOD, AND THE PROBLEMS .. . 
- IN CURRED BY RADIO SAIGON , HAVE ADDED TO THE ACUTE lACK OF FACTUAL IN-.. . . 

FO~MATI ON AVAILABLE TO THE GE~ERAL PUBL IC ~ND, -INDEEDi TO MOS! ELITE 

GROUP S. ANY ANALYSIS ALSO SUFFERS FROM THE LIMITED SAM~ING ·OF' · .. -
OPI NIONS AVAILABLE. WHILE THERE HAS BEE N A SIG~tFICANT :·AMOUNT . OF 

~~PORTING, THERE ARE ALSO OBVIOUS · GAPS.o .ALTHOUGH OPINIONS . HAVE 

BE E: N RECORDED FROM . A GOOD CROSS SECTIO.N OF' -THE POPlJLATION , IT WOULD BE 

JIFFI CULT FOR EXAMPLE, TO COME _TO .DEF'INITE:_CONCL"USI(l~~ AT T~IS TIME 
.... . 

AS TO DI FFERENCES IN GROUP VIEWS, ~ETW~EN CALHpLICS AND BUDD- . 
. ' .. 

HI ST S, BET.WEEN NORTHERNERS . AND SOUTHERNERS p ANp BETWEEN THE WEALTHY 
. . 

ANJ THE POOR. DESPITE THESE AND OTHER L~MITATIONS~E BELIEVE 

IT I S POSSIBLE TO MAKE CERTAI N GENER ALIZATIO NS AND .HA ZARD SOME INTER -

??< ETATIONS. 

-&- =~=+-, ' 
..... . 

! .. 

. . . . 

• 

• , 
• 

... ·. :·:' .. : . ).· ~ ::.::: :;-"~-·-<· . 
' 

. . ~ .. 
. ...... . ·• ; ''·~~ ; . . .. ··~ .. -- ~ ... . · . 

·, ' . ..... 

' , • .... 
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3. FOR .THE PURPOSE OF . ORDERLY ANALYSIS WE HAVE DIVIDED THE RE PORT 

INT O MAJOR SUB -SECTIONS; - ATTITUDES OF THE ·vIETNAMESE TOWARD THE . 

VI ET CO NG , ATTITUDES OF THE VIETNAMESE rowARD THEIR GOVERNMENT, AND 

ATTITUDES OF THE . VIETNAMESE- TOWARD THE AMERICAN PRESENCE . 
.• . " 

"ATTITUDES OF TRE· VIETNAMESE TOWARD THE VIET CONGn 

4 . T HE MO ST SIGNIFI CANT DEVELOPMENT AND· PERHAPS THE DECI SIVE 
• ' 

FA CTOR IN THE FAIL URE OF . THE VC MASTER: PLAN HAS BEEN THE ALM OST TOTAL 

LACK OF POPULAR SUPPORT FOR THE VC . EFFORT. PRACTICALLY ALL SOURCE S 

CO~MENT ON THE REFUSAL OF. THE POPULACE TO SUPPORT THE VC CALL FOR A ... 
?O ?ULAR UPRISI NG, EVEN IN THOSE PORTIONS OF THE CITY ~ HICH WERE 

TD: PORARILY UNDER VC CONTROL . TO THE CONTRAR Y,,· THERE IS EV IDENCE 

THAT INDIVIDUAL CIT IZENS TOOK CONCRETE ACTIONS TO OP POSE THE VC . SIG-
. . 

NIF" I CA NTL Y, MAN Y OF THESE ACT IONS WERE TAKEN BY VIETNAMESE FR OM _ . . 
. •, . 

THE LOW I NCOME GROUPS, THE VER Y CLASS THE VC WERE COUNT I NG ON F OR MAX -
' 

IM UM SUPPORT . I N ONE CASE, THE VC TOOK REF UGE I N A CYCLO DR IVER . S 

H011E IN GI A D !NH. · . THE CYCLO. DRIVER MANAGED • TO ESCAPE, DIRE CT ED AR VN 

FORCES TO HIS HOUSE AND TOLD THEM TO DESTRO Y IT I F NECESSAR Y TO GET 

RID OF THE VC . A GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM CGVN > POLICE REPORT ST ATES 

THAT lNDiVIDUALS IN THE SAC HA DISTRICT DENOUNCED SUSPECTED VC MEMBERS 

TO THE AUTHO RIT IES , AND IN HANG XANH DISTRICT, GIA DINH, THE VILLAGERS 

R~PORT CL ASS S~T 

--5 v,t . E =r---- . · . . , . -: , ·- , . ... . . . . ' . . : . 
. . . : ::_ 

. .. . ·- . .. .. . ,· . ... • .. .. . --· 
. ., . . . . •' 

' .- . . . . . 
,• . . . . 

• • •• 1 • • ' : ~ • 

.... . : 

.... 

...... 

..... 
- . 

1.l(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 
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ATTACKE D SUSPECTED VC MEMBERS WITH STICKS _AND . CAPTURED SIX OF THEMo 

1.l(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 

IN OTHER CASES CITIZENS REPORTED THE PRESENCE OF A VC UNIT ON A ROAD 

L~ADING TO THE QUANG TRUNG MILIT ARY TRAINING . CENTER IN HOC MON DIST RICT , 
. ... . . 

GIA DINH , AND VILLAµERS IN· GIA DINH ~LE~T ED POLICE T~AT A _COMPAN Y­

SIZED VC UNIT . PROBABLY WOULD LAU NCH AN ATTACK.ON A POLICE FIELD FORCE. 
:· --,. <".71· •. : • .. ~;":".. •• • • . . 

51 ILL ANOTHER SOURCE, A BUDDHISf , REPORTS · t'HAT"'/IN CIDtNTS OF THIS SORT 
. . . :-.::~· '': •: . . ',.. . . " ....... : 

-·· ' 
HAV E BEEN FAIRL'Y (;OMMON IN THE CAT HOLIC .AREAS OF lHE CITYo F INALL Y, 

.,- ;.- ·_; .' . } . 

A VIETNAMESE ARM Y C0t'1MANDER STATED T}iAT: <' IN ALL HIS VISITS TO SUBORD I -
:·_, .. -.: •' ... . .. . 

NP.TE UNIT S HIS LI EUTENANTS HAD INFORf'lED. HIM T}{AT THEY HAD S&EN NO 
. . . ' 

EVIDENCE OF' POPULAR SUPPORT FOR THE VCo · 

5o SUCH DIFFERING POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS PERSONALITIES AS TRAN 

VAN TUYEN , THICH TAM GIAC AND NGUEYN VAN NGAI rEEL THAT THE VC 

SADLY MISREAD THE MOOD OF THE PEOPLE AND , . CONSEQUENTLY, WERE SOR EL.Y 

DI SAPPOINTED BY THE ALMOST TOTAL (ACK OF SUPPORT AMONG ALL POLIT ICAL , 
' ' . 

K~LIG IOUS AND ECONOMIC GROUPINGSo SOME VIETNAMESE BELIEVE, AS DO ES 

NGAI , THAT WHILE THE VC MAY HAVE -~ON A PS~CHOLOGICAL VICTORY ON THE 

INTERNATIONAL SCENE, IT HAS SUF"FERED ~ NET PSYCHOLOGICAL LOSS IN IT S ,· .. ' : . 

OWN 3 ACKYARD . 

6. THERE ARE SEVERAL CONTRIBUTING ELEMENTS IN THE ftNET LOSS " o THE 

VC SURELY LO ST CONSIDERABLE SYMPATHY BY ,VIOLATING THE SPIR IT OF !ETo 
. . .. . - . '... · 

··• 

.. ,.. --·~·------- -----·--... --. - -·· 

l .. 

1.S(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 
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.-5 E~ T • 
le! . l fl ca tton ) 

.· -. ... . . ' 
THIS VIEW IS WELL SUMM ED UP IN THE STATEMENT OF A MIDD LE-AGED 

1 ··· . . ·, · . 
. '' t: ' 

v r::TNAMESE NURSE WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY EXPRESSED TOLER ANCE FOR vc ACTS 
·1· • : ·, . : .• - ·'. -

BECA USE-~'THAT IS THE . WAY ALL ' 'soi.D IERS 'ACT." ' sHE SAID, "THE vc DELI -
. . ; . ' . 

BERATELY SPOILED TET BY KILLING INNOCENT . CIVILIANS AND BURNING HOMES. . . 
THEY DID IT AT A TIME· WHEN· .. ALL .VIETNAMESE . WANT A F'EW DAYS OF' PEACE 

AND CELE BRATION WITH THEIR F'AMILIES . ALL THIS WOULD BE BAD AT ANY 

TIME BUT IT IS VERY , VER Y BAD TO DO ·sucH THINGS AT TET. EVERYONE WITH . \· 
. . . ' . 

WHOM I HAVE TALKED IS VERY ANGRY AT THE VC AND FEELS IT WILL ALSO 
... 

BRING BAD LUCK FOR THE COMING YEAR . IT .. IS LIKE AN EVIL MAN BEING THE 
' . ... ,i .•. 

FIRSf GUESf OF' A F'AM IL Y ON TET, WHI CH MEANS EVIL AND BAD LUCK FOR 

THE RESf Or THE YEAR ." 
.. 

7 • . SEVERAL SOURCES HAVE EXPRESSED THE VIEW . THAT THE VC BROKE A 

MYTH WHEN THEY RENEGED ON THEIR PROMISE FOR A SEVEN-DAY TET TRUCE . , 

THESE SOURCES CLAIM TO HAVE TALKED WITH A NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO PRE-
·, . ~ 

v ::: ouSL y BELIEVED vc STATEMENTS BUT NOW SAY THAT THE vc WILL NO LONGER 

BE TR usr ED . IN SIM ILAH VEl N, F'O R -THE FIRST TIME MANY PEOPLE IN 

SA IGON WERE ABLE TO COMPARE STATEMENTS MADE ON THE NATIONAL LIBER­

ATION FRONT CNFLSV) RAD IO WIT H NFLSV ACTION , AS EXEM PLIFIED IN THE 

VIC I OUSNESS OF THEIR ATTACK ON .. THE CITY . T··~E ·· dtfEDI BIL.IT Y OF' NFLSV 
. . 

RADIO BROADCASTS HAS SUFFERED . ONE SOURCE STATED THAT MAN Y OF HIS . . ! 

FRIENDS WHO HAD LI5rENED TO ,THESE BROADCASTS REALIZED THAT THE INFOR-
. ;, •'I a .., , • 

,. 
.. . .. 

SE~EI:: 1.S(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 

... : .. :: 
• I , •. ' •. •: • • ~ . ' 

. . : . 
• ••1. .... . •• ' . 

. . ;,, · · .. , 
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MAT ION GIVEN WAS UNTRUE. INSTALLATION_$ REPORT_EDLY _WIPED our · HAD "SUFF-
. · .. · · :'. .. :· ·. :··:l-f/~-:-~·j ~: .. _. .... ~} :-.. ,:-~· .-. ~; !. _,: : •. : - · :· 

C:RED ONLY SUPERFICIAL DAMAGE• . PREDICT IONS~M ADE ·DID NOT .COME TO "PASS. · --
. · ·., , --:. \_ - ~--:·:_~~, :°: __ , _r(( .;:_li~-- _._.;..._ :t( ·(;·•J -~·;·:-:-:i . ,: _ ·• ·····~ . ~;--.... , : 

V IE:T NAME:SE ALSO EXPRESSED ANGER t:HAT :THE VC SHOULD USE PAGODAS, 
. . . : ·-.-~ :· ·:-~- . _:,.~-~:;· (• >-.-~-. ._~ ,·'._:· . ~~---~•_ .. .. _ ,.-,_ ·· : ·. 

HO SPITALS, AND RESIDENTIAL AREAS AS.SANCTUARIES- AND COMMAND POSTS. THE 
.·•· . . . . :"f. ,. ··:: ·_ ··': _; _:.: r: .i_~; .·.-:: ". ,··: ·.: ,, . ,' 

NET EFFECT OF THE VC ATTACKS MAY BE TO PUSH MANY RESIDENT OF THE 
• • •.,, • • .. :, • ~ r~••(· • ," • ~ :;~i ~- • • • ," I : • • • 

CAPITAL WHO PREVIOUSLY STRADDLED THE FENCE .-INTO AN ANTI-VC POSTURE. 
. . ... ( , . . ·- ' .. ,:· . -~ . . . ~ 

l. 

8. ON THE OTHER HAND , THE ATTACKS BROUGHT 'A .NEW APPRECIATION OF 
• . : .t • .. ·:·· tr:-·· :·:: .. ,,·· .. 

VC CA?AaILITIES TO MANY URBAN DWELLERS WHO HERETOFORE HAD FELT RELA-
: . : ' \:' :: . i .. : . "< c-::. ' . /: J·. . . . ' . 

T IVEL Y L _: fTLE PRESSURE FROM THE ENEM Y~ - F'OR . THE FIRST TIME MANY CITI-
- ·.· .. ~·., ~ . . . 1~·;: : .. ; ··. . ,• • .. 

ZE:NS IN SAiGON CAME FACE TO FACE .WITH THE;.·ENEMY AND EXPERIENCED FIRST . _._:• .· _. . t . . . . . . . 
HAND THE. TERROR'l.SM ' AND DESTRUCTION FiOM WHICH THEY HAD PR.EVIOUSLY 

. . *") • . . . . . 

.. ·• _ ... - -: 

FELT IMMUNE. RES_P.ECT FOR ye CAPAB IL I~ __ Y HAS GROWN AND WITH I! A LATENT 
. •· .. ,: 

·FEAR OF" THE VC. MOST VIETNAMESE WERE SURPRiSED THAT THE VC HAD THE 
•, . . 

._·. .-· _.;_... . . ~. :· . 

A3 IL IT Y TO LAUNCH w·IDESPREAD , SIMULTANEOUS' A:rT ACKS OF SUCH INTENSITY~ 
. '·: ,. . . . . : . .. ., : . .. 

CO ORD INA7 ION AND A_UDACITY. · . 1.5(e) 

~AS NOTED THE · DIFF·ICULTY .IN ASSESSING CURRENT ATTITUDES 

. . 3.~(b)(1) 

' .. ,, · 
. . 

sr:-~CE MANr° PEOPLE AliE STILL . tN A .STATE 'OF SHOCK • . HIS USE ·OF THE WORD' 

WAS NOT FIGURATIVE • . HE ·BELIEVES THE EXT ENT to ·wHicH· rHE vc H·As BEEN 
• , f • • • ! : • ~ • •• . :. ~• •'I'•.•-~ • ":•:• I., . • • •••• • 

ABLE TO DISRUPT THE LIFE .·o; SAIGON HAS · IMPRESSED MOST PEOPLE. · IN 

~ ye, l . . • : ' :,, ''J ... ' . •: : : ',· ,:::::;,,";::\:lfit:;_} '·. i ' .. ·. :. •. 
.. ... ... . : /;\).}:f ·- ' '~ . •' . . . ·,._.. .·. ;-· ' •' · . .. ·• .... . . .. --.::; ' . • ~- .:: : .. , _ ~· 

. . ,. 

• • 
. . .. 

·. .. 

. . 
.. • • •,•· • •-•• ... .._,. _ _. • .,. •• , ... •, "' T ..... ~ ·.• · •••• •· ••·' 

1.s(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 
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1.5(e) 
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~era., cd!!on ) (d 

..-. . ,, . . -· ··· . . . . ... ,.... . ·. · •. 

THI S SENSE THERE IS NO QUESTION BUT THAT .THE VC GAINED AN INITIAL 
• :: :-;.~•,:>. • .• I •: ,- 'o,' • ,'" 

PSYCHOLOGICAL VIcroRY. DESPITE THE. ENHANCED CAPABILITY OF THE vc , A 
' . . ,., . .. 

, . 

NUMBER OF SOURCES HAVE STATED THAT THEY HAVE FOUND NO INCREASE IN 
."': . ·. . ~:- ., ·, , • . . 

SE NT IM ENT AMONG V IETN.AMESE .FOR A .COAL IT IO.N GOVERMENT WITH THE V-C. 
• • I . . 

9. INCREASED CONCERN OVER THE NEWLY REALIZED CAPABILITY OF THE VC 
: .· 

HAS A POSITIVE ASPECT SINCE IT COULD LEAD TO AN· INCREASED UNDERSTAND I NG 
• · . ! 

OF THE NEED FOR STRONG CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AND PERHAPS FOR MEASURES 
.. ~· - ; · . . •: .r. 

NEEDED TO ORGANIZE EFFECT IVE ,DEFENSE. '·AGAINST THE .NEWLY APPRECIATED 
. - . ,:.. . 

. , . - . 
E~EMY. 

"ATTITUDES OF THE VIETNAMESE ·:T OWARD. : THEIR GOVER NMENT" ·· . 

10. AS MIGHT BE EXPECTE·D, THE . ATTITUDE 'OF THE ·v1ETNAMESE TOWARD 
,. . . . . :·· 

THEIR GOVER~ENT SEEM~ M_,IXED. · ON t(E ONE HAND, THE GVN IS FAULTED FOR . . . . .·. -~-

HAVING BEEN CAUGHT UNPREPARED, FOR NOT HAVING ADEQUATE INTELLIGENCE OF 
; . . 

. . . ·, : . .. 1.l(e) 
VC PLANS , INTENT IONS AND CAPABILITIES . A VIETNAME SE 3.4(b)(1) 

COMM ENTED THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD LOST MUCH POPULAR SUPPORT BECAUSE 
. . . , 

IT HAD NOT MOVED MORE FORCEFULLY AGAINsr THE vc WHILE THEY WERE "ENR~uT ~ 
i . . 

TO SAI GON" . _CLAIMS THE ATTACKS "REVEALED WEAKNESS AND 

INEFFECT !VENESS" OF THE GOVERNMENT SECURITY APPARATUS • 
. -~ . . . ... 

1.5{e) 
3.4(b)(1) 

11 . IN CONTRAST , A NUMBER OF SOURCES ABSOLVE THE GOVERNM.ENT OF THE . . 

CHARGE OF INEFFECTIVENE~S AND PRAISE THE REACTrON OF". ·rHE AR VN FORCES. 

s-c~-'f=-., ·._ .. 

.. . . .. . . 

.. .. :, . __ :, ' .. · 
. . . . . "" ' ·• . ... . . ,. 

: j ; ~::· . :,. -: 

.: I; 

• j .. •, .. . 

. -~-· - -· .... ;.. _. ·_ ....... ~·· · ... , .:! • .1:., ..... . ... . .. . .. . . . . ;: .. · .. '. . ~ : : ,· • .... : 
. . . . .. . ' . • • I 

• : ., . i-, . 

. 

. , 
. . • .• "i : • -t';'\ - - . ·~ ' 

•• • • • , •• I ., .. - • ,- .•. • •• • ., • ,.,. • • - • 
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1.S(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 

WHO WITNESSED THE VIET CONG ARRIVING IN SAIG ON 1.S(e) 
3.4(b)(1) i ~>t~-~·: -r · ' 

o:~ !HZ NIGHT OF 30 JANUARY OVER THE .BJEN HOA .BRIDGE, ·Ar · FIRST 
:· . ···:!·;.~- .·. · 

THOU C: ii'T THEY WERE ARVN TROOPS ST AGING A COUP ~ .HE SAID THAT ALTHOUG~ 
. .: :: ,; :\:. ·.-:: \ :; .,· .. : ·: ~ 

AT FI~ST HE WAS ANGRY AT THE GOVER NM ENT FOR . ITS INABILITY ~ O PREVENT 
·. • : • • • \ · ! ' 1 { ; ~:i • a O ' /,~·.:._ ;.: ~ } , f • 

THE VC FR OM ENTERING SAIGON , HIS ANGER VANISHED WHEN. HE' LEAR NED HOW .. . ., 

WIDE:SPREAD THE VC ATTACKS WERE . 
. ~:· . 
~--1s SATISFIED WITH THE 
-~ ... :. )':'._ . ~ ; .•: ~ . ' • l, • ., . 

ACT I ONS OF fHE: GVN; AND THE ARV N IN REACTING· TO THE VC OFFENSIVE. -. . ' ; 
. . . ·.,' . . · , · . .:· ' ' ... 

S.;ID THAT THIS n:tLI:~·G IS SHARED BY MANY OF HIS COLL_EAG_UEs . · 
-

ALSO HAD EXPRESSED HIS SATISFACTION WITH 'tHE ARVN 

,EA CT ION . - A FORME·R - ~O~FIC~R , . SP.ENT ONE°: NIGHT :DURING THE 

ATTACK AT THE JOINT GENERAL· STAFF . OPERATIO NS CENTER • . LOWER HOUSE . -.• . . . 

HA VE SPOKEN APPROVINGLY OF 
. -~ . 

· AC7I ONS TAKEN BY THE. GVN SO FAR . · A NORTHERN 

CAT'.-i OLI_C , AGREE S. ALTHOUGH HE .FAULTS THE GVN FOR POOR CONTINGENCY 
" ~ . 

PL;.,i~N I~iG , HE SUPPORTS MOST o·F 1:rs AC! IONS TAKEN · IN RE SPONSE·. ! 0 THE vc 
THi<EAT . 

' . ' 

12 . THE SPECTRE OF A COMM l)N IST TAKEOVER HAS AFFORDED 
. . .. . 

CERTAIN PR OMISING DEVELOPMENTS • . IT HAS CL EARL Y TENDED TO MUT E MINOR 
. ' 

POLITICAL DIFFERENCES . AND· GENEirATE ·A SEMBLANCE OF SUPPORT FOR THE . ' . 

,. I 

GOVE~ NM ~NT . ANGER AT vc_ PERFIDY-WIL~ 

~rt=: ' . NOT , HOW EVER, ·AUTOMATICALLY BE 

' . ':; ~:.,-\_}.·;r.t~r~;~_}_{~:·· . :, . •. 
.. . .. . . "' 

• · 'I - ,. 

• I• <I •'• •• ••·•• • :·' . ,._: ::.: ·;: \=,. ·:~\\-·· :·.~ :_ . . : 
.. 

. ' .: .. . . 

.•. - ·· - 1: . • •. 

• ·- : .. 

- .. ·--- -- - .. ---- - -- -- -- -· - . 
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! HAN~~ ORMED .INT O ~tTIVE AND POSITIVE SUPPORT FOR THE THIEU/KY ADMIN ­
ISf~ATION , NO R WILL THE PRESENT COMM ENDABLE INTERACTION AND SUPPORT 

. . ··- ··- . . , ·. . . 
·1• • , •I , •• l, 

FOR THE GOVERNMENT BY THE VAR IOUS RELI GIOUS AND .POLITICAL GROUPINGS 
. . ~ . ' .. . -. . . . . 

N~ CESS~rI LY .LEAD To· ~ONG ~TERM ' 609PE~ATI6N · OR TH~ DIMINUTION OF FACT ION -
. . ' .. ·.: ' . . ,,, - . 1.S(e) 

AL IS~ . ONE EX AMPLE : ALT HOUGH MIL IT ANT BUDD HIST . LEADER 3.4(b)(1) 

--HAS ALREADY INDICATED fh s WILLINGNESS -TO SUPPORT THE GVN TO THE 
. •' • ' ! ~· 

~XT~NT OF ESfABLISHING RECEPTION CENTERS FOR _ REFUGEE S, HE HA S REFU SED 
. •· 

TO MAKE A PUBLI C STATEMENT DENOUNCING TijE VC FOR THEIR WIDESPREAD 

ATTACK S OR URGE .HIS i oLL OWERS NOT .TO·SUPPORT THE VC • . HIS REFUSAL 7 J 

I SSU E SUCH A STATEMENT IS PROBABLY RELATED TO HIS DESIRE TO AVOID ANY 
. . '· . 

COM PR OMISE OF HIS TRADITIONAL OPPOSITI ON TO THE PRESENT THIEU-KY REGIME . 

13 . IN SHORT , WHILE THERE _ARE A NUMBER OF EXAMPLES OF TEMPORAR Y 

BACK I NG FOR THE GOVER NM ENT DURI_NG THIS DIFFICULT PERIOD, THERE IS NO 

EVID ENCE TO DATE THAT AN Y IMPORTANT INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP IS SUBLIMAT ING 

VITAL INTERE STS . NEVERTHELESS, THERE. ·IS THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE 

SHO CK AND CHALL ENGE PRESENTED . BY THE VC ATTACKS :.MAY .. GALVANIZE THE 
.• i ... 

G OV E:R l'i~lENT TO ACT IO N AND PROV IDE SUJiF ICIENT POP ULAR ENTHUS I ASM 
. :. ~ . 

. ·,-

TO MAINTAI N ~~WAR D MOMENTUM AFTER THE IMMEDIATE CRISIS HAS PASSED. 
. . . 

14. THE L:LT IM ATE REACT ION OF THE PEOPLE WILL DEPEND HEAVIL Y ON THE 
- .. 
' 

WAY THE GOVERNMENT HANDLES THE CRISIS FROM NOvJ ON. QUI CK RE SfORATION 

. . . . ' . 

:. '- . .<: :"=\·:. "\.: _..,:i: ·' •. 
.. ~:' 

. ': 

• • ► • -•. - . --~·--· 
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T HC: OTHER MEASURES HE HAS TAKEN . AT THE ·SAME. T.IME .;MOST MEMBERS HAVE 
• ' I -~, "•",. • ; ~• • •, •• •,• • '!- ~~- •: ... ~f"t :~• •:•~~~~::,.,'!"·•,, •, •; • •' '• • 

STRESSED THEIR CONCERN . FOR C_ONSTITUTIONAL-IT f .AND }i'HE .-RULE OF LAW • 

.. 
.. . 

. · . . . ·-
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. HOWEVER,. AS IND'rCATED ·_ABOVE, UP To · THIS MOMENT .IT WOULD BE FAIR TO SA Y 
• ' ' : . • • : - • ! ••• • • • • • 

. . 
· THAT THEY HAVE GIVEN THE GOVERNMENT .. Flll.L SUPPORT AND HAVE AVOIDED 

- .. . ' - . : !t.'•. ... . . . . ,; . .· . . ! . •' ,· .. -~ . ~ : . ·. 

srEPS WHICH MIGHT INDIRECTLY AID. THE :.V C. ·: . 
• • • • : :•:•,: "; ; • • ~• :•~ • : •: • ,• : ~ : _" ' •, J• : • • ••• I • • 

17 . AS THE SITUATION, S!ABILIZES , : AND. tHE VC THREAT DIMINISHES, 
I • . • • . • -~ i\i:i- : : ; •,: • : •.;: . ," . 

I NDICATIONS ARE THAT _THIS POSTURE OF .UNQUESTIONED SUPPORT AND LIMITED, . . •· . ., . . . ' . . . ' ~ . . . .. 
CAUTIOUS CRITICISM WILL .CHANGE. :·:'t. tHE ASSEM BLY MAY UNDERTAKE TO . -· .· . ~- . 

. .. 
-· INVEsr IGATE GOVERNMENT ~UNPREPAREDNESS" AND TO AFFIX BLAME FOR REA L . . •· . . . ' . . .. : 

OR ALL EGED SHORTCOMINGS. · _SENATOR NGUYEN VAN NGA! IS URGING FELLOW 
.. ; . : . . . . . :~:- . . . . . .. . 

SENAT ORS TO ENGAGE :IN - A FULL - l!"NE~fri:GATION:' AFTER .THE CRISIS IS PAST. 
. . --~ .) . ·. ·-- -~ ..... __ ; :·:· •" ··_· . ':" _: _, __ ~. . . . ' .- ::• ~ . . . ·: . ~ . . . ~ .. : .. 

·, 
' : . ~ .·: : . . .. '. : , .. 

• • • t 

HE rs ESPECIALLY CRITICAL OF MINISTER OF INTERIOR LIEUTENANT GENER AL 

LINH QUANG VI EN AND DIRECTOR GENERAL OF NATIONAL POLICE BRIGADIER 

GE NERAL NGU YE N NGOC LOAN·. ' ·· SENATOR TRAN NGOC NHUAN IS ALSO PUS HI NG 

FOR AN INVESTIGATION OF III CORPS COMM ANDER LIEUTENANT GENERAL LE 

NGUEYN KHANG AND .CAPITAL MILITARY DISTRICT COMMANDER COLONEL NGUYEN 
:l. 

VAN GIAM. IT IS DIFFICULT To S~Y. WHETHER THEY ARE MOTIVATED BY ,.. , .. 
>. 

PAI R I OT I C OR PERSONAL REASONS OR HOW $E·RIOUS THEY ARE IN CARRYING OUT . ... · .. · : 
_..;t·.· · ' . t-

THE PROpo·sED J~NVEST IGATIONSo 

16~ ·· :~~I_T{'biJr1·:_· oF · G~V~RNMENT LEADERS IS NOT LIMITED , HOvJEVER, r o 

: MEMB ERS OF THE LEGISLATURE. THE " CRISIS . GENER ATED BY. THE VC ATTACKS . 
. : ~.. -~~ . . :· .. :. :. 

MAY HA VE ATTENUATED, BUT CERTAINLY HAS. NOT ELI~INATEri~ '-A FAVORITE . ' . . . . . . . . 

..... ,, •. - .. ·. ' . ...... . . 
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(c:c~ n/ (di __ ..;....;.....;c..;...._;,.;...___.=...;....;.;=~-------_;,,_-.:..:,_ ___ ~ _________ • - - -. ·, ~ . . 
VI ~TNAi·J C::SE PASTIME, . CRITICISM OF OTHER 

0

Vl~TNAMES?;· HARDLY ANY Sc.N ~OR. 

VI~TNA~ESE LEADER HAS .ESCAPED UNSCATHED . IN ADDitION. TO THOSE CRI -

TICIZ ED ABOVE, COMPLAINTS HAVE BEEN RE.GISTER.ED 'tiGAINST PRESIDE~! TE IE'J , . ~ 

•• 
CHI EF OF THE JOINT GENERAi. .. SIAFF GE.NERAL : CAO VAN VIEN AND A STABLE 

. . 
OF LE SSER LUMINARIES • . PROBABLY THE SENIOR OFFICIAL WHO HAS RECEIVED 

1 • · •• 

. . 
THE MO S! CRITICISM IS PRIME MINIST ER NGUYEN VAN LOC. HIGH-LEVEL 

\' . ··:•·· . . . . 

COLLEAGUE S IN THE GOVERNMENT - HAVE FOU;~,···L'OC·-SOMEWHAT BEWILD ERED 3 Y T nE 

CRI SIS . MINISTER OF FINANCE TRINH· HAS BEEN CRITICAL OF LOC'S ROLE. ' ·. . 
VICE PRE SIDENT KY IS KNOWN ·To BE 'DIS',PPOINTED. WITH LOCo· 

IN SHORT, WHILE · THE VC ATTAC.K HAS PROMOTED MOM ENT AR-'( UNIT Y 
• • • : :-t •• : . 

AN D OFFER S A PROMISING C~ANCE TO CON~OL1DATE IT, THE FORCES THAT 
/I • • • • 

DIVIDE VIETNAMESE AND . IMPAIR THEIR A~ILITY TO COOPERATE WIT H EAC H 

OTHER REMAIN STRONGo 

"ATTITUDES OF THE VIETNAMESE TOWARD AMERICANS" 

ALT HOUG H THE OVERALL REACTION OF THE VIETNAMESE IS FAVORA BLE 

.·, 

TO THE ROLE PLAYED BY .THE UNITED STAJES FORCES DURING THE RECENT VC 

ATT ACKS , A SURPRISING NUMBER Or VIETNAMESE APPARENTLY BELIEVE, OR PRE ­

TEND TO BELI EVE, THAT . THERE MAY HAVE BEEN COLLUSION BETWEEN THE U? S o AND 

THE VC . ON 3 FEBRUARY A MEMBER Or THE LOWER HOUSE. STATED ON THE FLOOP. 
. . . . ,• . 

Or THE ASSEMBLY THAT PERHAPS _ TH~ ·V.C W_AS HELPE~ _BY "WESTERN _ FR I ENDS .. 9 
. ' . .. : ;_ ; ~ ' 

. : ,, 
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·.· IMPLYING THE AMERICANS • . A NUMBER OF SOURCES HAVE STATED THAT MANY . 
'· 

VIETNAMESE 8EL
1

IEVE THAT -THE u . s •. ; SUP.PORTED THE vc AND .PERMITTED THEM 

TO COME INTO SAIGON l~ ·· oROER LO FORCE THE PRESENT _ GdVERNMENT INTO AN 
. ' 

UNWANTED COALITION WITH THE NF'LSV . · SURPRI SINGLY , THESE VIEWS ARE 
. . . . . . . .· ' . . 

HELD SY A NUMBER OF"" ' VIETNA[1E~E _\HTH RESPO NSIBLE POSITIONS -AT THE 

MIDDLE LEVEL OF THE GOVERNMENT AND MILITARY HIERARCHY. 
. . ~ . . 

4 

2 i . :-"tELLS OF -A NUMBER OF VIETNAMESE WHO HAVE CALLED . . 
AT HIS HOME TO ASK HIM ABOUT THE AMERICAN ROLE IN THE VC ATTACKS ON . . ~ ~ 

1.S(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 

1i5{e) 
3.4(b)(1) 

SA IGON . SOME OF THEM HAD HE ARD THAT THE AMERICANS HAD PROVIDED THE VC 
. . .•. ·:·:.: •. . 

w ITH TRANSPORT AT ION. To ·aIUN~-~JHEIR ·TROOPS INTO SA.IGON ,· PRESUMA'13L Y ·To 
·.:: •:') . . . . . . 

PRESSURE THE GVN INTO AGREEING- to A COALITION GOVERNMENT . OTHER S 

AMGNG THE VIET NAMESE VISITORS HAD HEARD THAT THE "HAWKS" IN THE u~s. 

HAD MANEUVERED THE VC INTO MAKING THE ATTACK ON SA I GON -SO THAT THEY . . 

COULD GAIN SUPPORT FOR ESCALATING THE WAR . SOME HAD THE OPPOSITE 
' 

VI~ \:J ; IT WA S THE "DOVES" WHO INSTIGATED THE ATTACK SO THAT .THEY . . . 

COULD CAPITALIZE ON THE ENEMY SHOW OF S!RENGTH AND . RESULTANT CASUALTIES 

TO ARGUE FOR AN EARLY SETTLEMENT OF THE WAR • . . - 1 

. . . . 
2:-,. SIMILAR FLIGHTS . INTO FANTASY WERE DESCRIBED ' TO OTHER SOURCES BY . . 

A WIDE CROSS SECTION OF VIETNAMESE . ONE SOURCE STATES THAT HE HAS 

TALKED WITH AT LEAST TEN OFFICERS I N THE ARVN WHO· BELIEVE THAT THERE 
.... : . .. . . . . : . 
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(dt.uem controb) 

~ .. ~. ·:: .. 
ARG UMENTS ARE EITHER BASED ON MISINFORMAT.ioti/:,ARE :CLEARLY ILLOGICAL 

1.5{e) 
3.4(b)(1) 

: ·.· . . . . ' .· .;., :;~ :, ... : .. . .. - . . . ~ 
-, · :,INCONSIST ENT, OR BOT'H,' AT LEAST TO ' 'THE : WESTERN -MIND. ·:_ IN SOME CASES 

r :--:E v r:::r NAM E SE · APPEAR- :! o ·HAVE•. BEEN INF'L-~E~-ci~~:;.,:~ ; ,.7NFLSV ··R.AD Io BR oA J-
CA ST S OR BY RUMORS PASSED BY VC CADRE S. :1:N. MANY CASES THE . BELIEFS 

•·· :·".. . " .. 
\ . ~- . 

APPEAR TO SPR I NG FROM .A ~E NERAL SUSPICION OF U. S. INTENTIONS AND 

03 J E:CT IVE S. THE RECENT·· SPATE. OF SI CRIES· .IN . t°HE PRESS·- ABOUT SECRET 
. . . 

N:::GCTIATIONS BETWEEN THE . u.s. · AND THE NFLSvi~, -~ 'ANP. ::THE ··: srRONG u.s . 
. . . : .- ... -~ .. ~i {: ::_~·_... ;-. ~ ' l..,• 

DES IR E: TO SET UP A COALITION GOVERNMENT WIT.H.,.THE Nrt·sti'~·. HAVE APPARENT -
.•• I , ' • :' I,• , 

~ • • · .. • ·. •: . . , f:: . ' I • • _. 

LY I MPRE SSED MAN Y VIETNAMESE AND .MADE THEM ·,:·.suscEPTPBLE TO ALLEGATION S 
~ ~"'-. · :. ; p ~ •• 

<R U!(OR S) OF COLLUSION o ' 

,.. 
.:::. . MANY VIETNAMESE WHO ORIG~NALL)' SHARED T.HE v ·IEW THAl THERE 

WAS COLLU SION BETWEEN THE u.s. AND · vc GAVE UP SUCH ·vrEWS WHE N CON-
.' • • • • . •t~ • • • • I 

::-~ ONT Z: D WITH OVERW HELMING EVIDENCE ·re THE ·c·oNT_RAR_Y~: ·:,Ai VIETNAMESE PARA-

TROOP OFFICER SAID HE FELT, .AS MAN{ OTHER:$ :;DID:,··· ·t'HAT -THE AMERICANS WERE 

. ., ... · .. ·,/ · ... · .. ,. . '})i(f~ .... ) • .... ! :~: ... '::·: :- ···i .' .. ·' 1.S(e) 

3.4(b)(1) 

• 
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. ~:-- . :· :·. . . . . ·. 
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. ,,. ,. 

• ~ 5 ~R E" ~ - . 
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., . 
... .. , . ... ... ·, ' . ... ~ · -. - .. _...._ 

SU PPORT I NG THE vc. THE RECENT .FLURRY ,OF. NEWS PAPER ·coMMENTS ON PEACE 

1.5(c) . 
3.4(b)(1) 

. . ·· · , .. . · TO 
NE GOT IATI ONS WER_E REPONSIBLE FOR THIS .VIEW ·. AFTER ·LI~ENING /T HE NFLSV 

. . . . . •. ,. . . . , 

RADI O, HOWEVER, THIS NOTION .HAS_ DI SPELLED AS THE RADIO CLAIMED THE AT T -
• • I • 

ACK 1JJ AS A REVOLT OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE. A VIETNAM ESE HOUSE\i/ IF'C: 
. . . 

SA ID SHE ACCEPTED THE VIEW THAT THE AMERICANS HAD SUPPORTED THE VC UNTIL 
SHE · 
/WIT NESSC: D AMERICAN . F'ORCES FIGHTING IN~-.1,.HE STREETS .AGAINST THE VC o 

. . _· . \ . .. . . . . . ... . ,. --.. .. ·•· . . 

HOWEVER, OTHER VIETNAMESE CO.NTINUE TO HOLD THEIR VIEWS ABOUT U. S. 
. : . i. . . . • : • · - ·.· • • · . . 

COLL USION DESP IT E THE EVIDENCE • . ~--. . 

2 ~. A f>_OSSIBLE EXPLANATION F'OR THESE BELIEFS IS THAT MAN.Y~VI ET-

NAM ESE HAV E BECOME CONDIT·IONED TO THINK THAT NOTH°ING HAPPENS IN VIET -
• • o o :•• o I • • I ' • I·. • • • • 

NA)~ UNLESS THE UNITED STAT,ES (foVERNMENT WANT S IT TO HAPPEN. WHEN . . . . . 

EVENTS TAKE PL ACE THAT ARE CL EARL Y COUNTER TO OUR BEST INTERE ST S, 

IN STEAD OF ADMITTING _ THAT~ !HEY WERE WRQNG , THE VIETNAMESE OFTEN PUT 

FORT H BI ZARRE EXPLANATIONS TO EXPLAIN WHY THE U. S. WANT ED DEVEL OPME NTS 
• 

TO TAKE SUCH A SEEMINGLY UNFAVORABLE TWisr . UNABLE TO COMPREHEND 

T i-iAT VC RE SPONSE MAY HAVE .EXCEEDED LI.So EXPECTATIONS, ·THESE VIET -.. . ·• . ·: . 

NA:f..E SE INSTE AD TR_Y TO RATIONALIZE WHY THE U.S. WANTED THE VC TO SUCCE ED 

:': VE~~ AT THE COST OF u.s~ PERSONNEL AND PRO PERT Y, . NOT TO MENTION THE 

cosr TO A CLOSE ALLY. 

Z . . Sf ILL , THESE ACCOUNTS SHOULD NOT BE .OVEREMPHASIZEDo . THE VA ST 

.... • ... · · 
; . . . .:-. . ~: _. . ' ~ .... · : : . : 

. • .• . ·.• 
. : ·• 
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.• . ,•· . . ... 
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· ..... ' ' 
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· - - - .. J · · ·--: /i;•.\~: :· . . · . . _·_ ; . . '.-~ 
MAJORITY OF THE POPULATION CONTINUES ro · suPPORT u.s~ PRESENCE AND 

. . . ~: ~~:- . :: . . . 
A???. C: CIATES u . s. ACTIONS AND SACRIFicl!s.:1:i: AN OLDTIME VIETNAMESE 

• ; • • • k 'l ~ 

·.••· 
NATIONAL IST POINTS OUT THAT IN HIS VIEW THE VIETNAMESE ARMED. YORCES 

. . . ). • J 

COULD NOT .HAVE TURNED BACK THE VC THRUST:;AtiAINST. 'tHE CAPITAL IF THE·Y 

HAD NOT BEEN SUPPORTED BY u.s.- ·FORCES • . ·:;HE. ;SAID .THAT HIS FRIENDS FEEL 
. . . ; .-:: ·.-~· ... •. . ~-· . 

THE SAME WAY. SOME SOURCES EVEN CON'ijE·ND 'P iAT'.THE ·u.s. 'CARRIED 
. . . .r .. ·-:_ • .·, ' .. 

THC: BRUNT OF THE FIGHT AGAINST THE vc A_~o·~·w·AS:· ,RESPONS.IBLE FOR SAVING 

T HE CITY FROM A VC TAKEOVER. · AN EX..'.ARVN .- o'r 'F ICER<·s·EL.'t.EVES THAT J/' 
.' . . .... 

TH~ LI . s. SHOULD ·: BE . COMMENDED FOR ITS EFFECT i.,iE. BUT .. MEASURED REACT I O_N 

TO THE vc THREAT . TH'IS SOURCE COMPA8ED · u .s~· PRUDENCE WITH THE 
. ·• 

FR ENCH PENCHANT FOR OVER-REACTION. HE ·osSERVED THAT THE 
. . 
-· -. . 

AMERICANS EMPLOYED ARTILLERY AND AIR' SU~PORT .IN SUCH A WA Y AS TO ' 

MINIMIZE CIVILIAN CASUALTIES, SOM~THlNG WHICH, · IN HIS OPIN ION , THE 
.• ...... 

F~;::NCH ~10ULD NEVER HAVE DONE. HOWEVER J: :;SEV~-~.AL __ ·orHER SOURCES 
; l ... . : , ... 

HAVE CRITICIZED THE U. S. ·1-oRCES FOR DESTROYING V'IE! N.AMESE LIVES AND 
. . . •. . 

-~ .. 
PROPERT Y IN COMBAT OPERATIONS. · . ALTHOUGH·. HARD .FA.CTS ARE DIFFICULT TO 

CO~E BY , THERE ARE MANY STORIES CIRQUL.ATING ··coNCERNING THE : NU~1BER OF 
. . . . . . ·:;[:: .: .. ...... / . r- ··!~ ~- . ._· . 

CIVILIAN CASUALTIES , AND THE AMOUNT ,_OF ·PROPERT Y· DAMAGE CAUSED BY U. S. 

AR TILLER y A ND A IR SUP PORT M I ss IO~$ • .. :·)'.l}:ti(:i:' ,::,; ,i; ' . 
27 • f I ~LO DI SSEM: . :STATE USMACV rn-. Al R, .fO~~r \ o i R/JUSPAO .. (MR. ZORTH I AN 

· . ·: . · · ~ . / :··.\.:: :=-(; f-. h~·:. /·.1/:.l;:_ -~-~~~ -~·~:;_~:-· . · : .... - : 
5 ONLY) CI NCPAC PACFLT ARPAC PACAF · ,,. ,, :· ::>, ·.: .. ;_::,·:., ·.- .·J,.: :!:·:· ,1::.: ~-:!-::-, ·.- · ·. · 

: :,;; ::;:~:m:tIJ:'~#i-:}'i .. 
2 •. ~-·. . . 
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ACTION 

TaelMlay, l"eltnaary ,, 19'8 -· 8:35 a. m. 

MEMORANDUM FOil THE PRESIDENT 

VIA MARVIN WATSON 

Dick Helm• l• · ached,aled to &lYe teatlmoay all day today a.ad tomorrew, 
atartlaa at 10:00 a. m. • with a bmch h'-ak, before the Mahon auc:ommlttee 
oa approprlatlolu. · · 

I aaamne y01a woulcl aot wlah to h&Ye tum caacel bl• te•tlmoay for tile 
10:00 a. m. meettaa thl• moraJ.aa. 

w. W. Roatow 

We •hall do wlt.tlout Helma thla merala&.._ 

Call me ---

WWRo■tow:rla 

. . 



T"9■day. Feb1'11&ry 6, 1968 

MEMORANDUM .FOR THE PRESIDENT 

We have gone thr01&p the accumulated material• reealtin1 
from interro1atioa of pri■o-r• and document■ captured laat week, 
and •ought the an■wer■ to three que■tiona: 

1. Dld the VC/NVA troop■ expect the Vietnam••• populace 
to ri•• up and •upport them ha their attacb? 

2. Dld the VC/ NV A have any known plana for retreat or 
withdrawal? 

3. What la the VC/NVA evaluation as to aucceaa or failure 
of the campai1a? 

In 1eneral1 the anawers are as follow•: 

1. Yea, they did expect u•i■tance and upri■tn1 a■ evtc:lanced 
by the followlaa re■ponae■ to laterroaatioa. 

A prlaoaer captured on January 31 in Chau Doc City •tated 
that the attack wa■ to create condition• which woald bring the U. S. 
GoYernme11t to negotiate in order to proceed with peace. The time 
wa• ripe for an uprl■lna. He ■aid that the VC realised that they were 
committlq eyerytblag and every peraon they had in thi8 ••••ult. 
It waa obvioua to all that the aa•ault waa a "go for broke" matter. 
He believe• that few of the participant• expected success, although 
moat of them hoped that they would ■ucceed. 

Prisoners captured in Nha Trana (ll Corptt) state that they 
were told they could take Nb.a Tran, becauae of the VC organization 
in the city. The NV A officer• did not believe thi■ but went on with 
the attack in order to a11pport the nation-wide effort and make aucce■a 
po■■ible elaewhere. 



Accordiq to one of the■e who was captured on the morlliq 
of February 4, "The current general in■urrectlon campalan will 
extend for the duration of the Winter-Sprlaa Campaip. Many 
attack• will continue becauae the order baa been 1iven and can.not 
be countermanded. u He ■tated that ''whea the VC/ NV A attacked 
Nha Tr_, they expected to be defeated; however, they believed 
ln the 1eneral lnaurrectioa campaip of South Vietnam. " 

The Executive Officer of the VC Zone Committee II, Ola Lal 
(Plelku), who was captured on Jaauary 30, ■tated that the aim 
of the preaent action l■ to achieve the aoal• ■et forth in Reaolution 13 
of the Lao Don1 Party• that la, pde people to ■trike and 
demonstrate and to liberate all area■• He al•o advi•ed that the 
preaent offenaive was acheduled to laat ■even day• and would end 
on February S, 1968. 

Three priaoaer• captured in the Bien Hoa area atated that 
daey had believed that the population would •••lat ln an uprlalag 
a1aln■t the OVN and U. S. force• and la their oplmon the anticipated 
aupport from the population ha■ not been forthcomiq. 

z. All evidence point• to the concluaioa that order• were 
received to "bold at all coat■• n Priaoner■ captured on January 30 
in the attack on Pletku revealed that they had order■ to ''take Pleiku 
City or not return. n Three priaoaera captured in the Bien Hoa 
area apparently were not provided with withdrawal plau since there 
was no qu■tioa about achievement of victory. The prisoner■ said 
their order a were to continue fl1htina until victory. (Lack of a 
withdrawal plan and unfamiliarity with the local terrain may account 
in part for the lar1e enemy lo••••. ) 

Four priaour■ captured in the attack OD Sat1on provided the 
followln1: CaaulUea were to be left behind. After Saiaon had 
been occupied, there would be a ■pecial detachment to take care of 
womaded. The Battalion was not to retreat. The objective wa■ to be 
held lndeflaitely. Suppli•• would be broupt in later. Troop■ were 
ordered to fipt until Saison waa taken. A pri■oner who died of 
wound■ on February 1 revealed before hi• death that the major 
objective• in the attack on Sal1on were the Pre•idential Palace, the 
radio ■tation, aa.d the Tan Son Nhut Airbue, with order• to hold 
at all coata, with Do thoqht of retreat. 



Aaother prieoaer (believed to be a VC General and currently 
'1Dder1otaa more inten■ive interroaatton) reveal~d that the VC 
plaaaed to take over Chau Doc Province at any co•t. If thi■ 
failed, then taldq over the Province was to be completed before 
the end of the '1Sprtna Pba■e, " that i■• before the end of March 
1968. Thi• all came about becauae of an order from COSVN to 
u■e the Tet period•• a "allique opportunity to make •acrificee of 
their live■ for the aurvlval of the fatherland. tt There was no plan 
of retreat or withdrawal as the VC were convinced of •ucce■a. 
Thi• wa■ part of a 1•-ral uprl•lns throqhO\lt South Vietaam, 
wblch would reduce the number of U. S. or GVN troopa which could 
be ■ent ln a■ relnforcemeata. Th••• if their fir■t attack on 
Chau Doc Clty failed, they planned to keep attacklnc until they 
achieved ■ucce••. 

Approximately 100 VC priaoaer■ captured in the attack on 
the city of Rach ca.a, Kien Otani Province, witll an average a1e 
beina between 1 S and 18 year■, revealed duiaa lnterroaatlon that 
the ■oldiera were 1lven no colltiqency plan and were directed 
•hnply to take the town and hold it until a coalition 1overament could 
be formed. 

3. There i• little bard evidence ill the form of reapon■e to 
interro1atioa or captured docllfflellta which atve feel for their 
••••••m•nt of ■ucce■■ or failure. HoweYer. the followlq doe■ 
■how that plana did not progre•• ae aattctpated. 

A pri•oner captured in Cbau Doc City indicated that hi• 
troopa had been told that the condition• were now rlaht for an 
uprleb11 of the population and that an aur•••lve and rapld ••••ult 
would briq the people to the aide of the VC aad make untenable 
the po•ltlon■ of U. GVN and American defender■• The upri•tna 
in fact did not take place durtaa the attack and the priaoaer ■aid 
that it la likely that thi• lack of all-out popular commitment to the 
campal1n l• havtq a bad effect on the morale of the VC attacker■• 

A prlaoaer captured durlq the attack on Nha Trana ■tated 
that there would be a ■econd attack on the city and that th• Spedal 
Force■ Head.quarter•• the 62nd Aerial Squadron, and the airfield 



wow.cl be abelled. Sllelliq had been intended duriJ18 the flr1t 
attack but the •J•meat ia char1• of trauportia1 ammunition did 
not arrive on time. 

W. W. Roatow 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Monday, February 5, 1968 
10:35 PM 

Mr. President: 

V..r. Rostow wanted you to know that 
the North Koreans have asked for 
another meeting, and if we accept, 
it will come at 1:00 A.½ EST, Wednesday 
February 7. 

~~Room 

Briefing Of'I"icer 7' 
DECLASSIFIED 

E.'O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ · 96-l/3 

By ~ ·.. , NARA Date11-,2 ·9? 

,/ 

\ ' . ,.. .. 
. .. .... . 
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WASH1NG,.ON 

Monday) February 5, 1968 
9:50 PM 

V.x. President: 

Herewith, two -pape:rs. on Military a.id 
to Korea" 

L A d.efer.se l')ape:c on the ,future 
-possibilities in which U::10.e':i:.' ·secretary 
Katzenbach has concurred. 

2.. A State paper setting out. what has 
~een done by e~ergency airlift to Korea. 

. .. 

r / );Lr 
lrN'-al"-t 

. . . 
II 



INl'O.llMA TION 

M.eaiay. Feltnaary S, 1968 •· 6:30 p. m. 

Mr. Pre•klellt: 

Herewith. the ca•ultf fls1are• &M weapoa■ 
captwe«I lay Cup• ana■ from 29 Jaa,aary to 
mhtal1ht Feltnary 4 la Vletu.m. 

•-•ly •peaklac. lf tlaen fllu'•• are 
correct, U.y took 10 week■' caawaltle• In a 
week. 

Tbe weapeaa captarecl are al•• roaad al»01lt 
10 week•' take. 

w. W. lloatow 

WWRo•tow:rla 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 5, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW 

SUBJECT: Statistics on the Past Week 1s Activity in Vietnam 

The following are cumulative statistic7 for the period from the 29th of 
January to midnight, February 4, by Corps areas: 

I Corps 

Enemy 
U.S. 
South Vietnamese 

II Corps 

Enemy 
u. s. 
South Vietnamese 

III Corps ' 

Enemy 
u. s. 
South Vietnamese 

IV Corps 

Enemy 
u. s. 
South Vietnamese 

TOTAL 

Enemy 
u. s. 
South Vietnamese 

Killed 

6030 
225 
335 

3562 
77 

270 

7118 
148 
238 

3625 
65 

226 

20,335, 
515 

1,069 

Wounded 

1218 
1159 

309 
933 

1109 
905 

239 
956 

2,875 
3,953 

Captured 

2009 

1477 

456 

559 

4,501 

Weapons Captured 

1276 

1103 

1412 

1043 

4,834 



- 2 -

It is interesting to look at this in comparison with other periods. 

Ratio enemy/friendly killed 

Enemy weapons captured (weekly average) 

1965 1966 1967 Last week 

2. 8/1 3. 7 /1 4. 1/1 12. 8/1 

224 357 598 4,834 

It is difficult to make a relationship with prisoners, due to a change in 
reporting procedures: Howev~r, it is interesting to note that the prisoner of 
war population as of January 1 was 9,743. Assuming all those captured last 
week are valid POWs, this will mean we have increased this population by almost 
50 percent in just one week. 

Art Mc Cafferty 
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